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\ W R AL 4 % o . P

“Warning- and Exhortation'
Cemmiﬂion of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Of e CHURCH S SCOTLAND,

. Met at Edinburgh the 15th November 1743,

~F* HE Commiffion of the General Affembly of the
& . Church of Scofland confidering that a wicked and
=% defperate Rebellion is raifed and cartied on in thefe
Kingdoms, againft our only rightful and lawful Sovereign
King George 5 and with an Intent to fubvert our prefent
hgpp¥ 'Eﬂailiihment, by fetting a Popith Pretender on
the Throne, educated in all the Maxims of Popifh Super-

I’ 0

ﬁ:it_iou,afnd French Tyranny : Judge it our indifpenfible

Dut{,as appointed by our Great Lord and Mafter to
watch” for ‘the Souls of ‘Men, and in.purfuance of the
Truft- committed to us by the General Aflembly to watch
over the ‘concerns of this Church, to give faithful and
publick. Warning to the People under our Care, of the
imminent Danger with which every thing valuable to us,

as we are Men and Chriftians, is_evidently threatened.
We therefore do earneftly obteft all Proteftants, all Lovers -

of our Religion, Liberty, and native Country, to beware
of the delufive Arts which Romifh Emiffaries from Abroad, .
and the Enemies of our Conftitution at Home, have in-
duftrioufly and indefatigably ufed to deftroy that glorious
Struure, which our gracious GOD reared up at the Revo-
Adation, by King Pilliam of immiortal Memory.

* Specious Declarations are made, by the Pretender and his .
Son, of fecuring to Britifb Proteftants their Religion and
Libertiés.; but they are made by the Sons of a Church,
whofe known Principle and Pradtice is never to keep Faith'
with . Hereticks, (and fuch fhe reckons all Proteftants) a’
Church which never omitted an Opportunity of deftroying .
all thofe who feparated from her, when it was in her,

Power : She confiders them as the Pefts of human Society,

from whofc Contagion fhe thinks hesflf obliged to dclis;']er
.. ) ...;
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the World :===Witnefs the Treatment of Fobn Hufs and
erem of Prague*, and the barbarous Maffacres of Paris 4
and freland §. . e
To ftrengthen this pretended Security, a Promife is made
20 call a free Parliament, and to alt always by the Advice
of Parliaments. == But, can any thing be more abfurd,
than to imagine, that he who founds his Title to govern
upon an hereditary” and indefeafible Right ; that he who®
confiders the whole Nation as his natural Eftate, and all the
Members thercof as his Property, will allow himfelf to be
reftrained by any Limitation, or have Regard to any thing
but fole Will and Pleafure # What Authority can Laws
have, when, notwithftanding the moft notorious Violations
of them, this pretended Right reémains entire, and not to be
forfeited by any Condu& whatfoever ? _
By thefe Principles of indefeafible hereditary Right and”
arbitrary Rower, France and Spain are governed. Thefe
are the Principles the late King Fames purfued in his Ad-.
miniftration ; notwithftanding the Declaration he made, im-.
mediately upon his acceflion to the Throne, inthe Englifh
Council and Parliament ; than which nothing can now be
devifed ftronger ;' And notwithftanding the folemn Engage-
ments he then came under to govern according to Law ; yet
did he break through all thefe Engagements ; on which Ac-"
counts he juftly forfeited the Crown. = -
Have' we not Reafon to think the Pretender would do the
fame ; who fays in his ‘Declaration, That all who are em-
gLoyed in the Service of the prefent Government cannot
t be fenfible, that no Engagements entered into withour
only rightful Sovereign King George, whom he arrogantly -
«alls the Ufurper, can difpenfe with the Allegiance they
pwe to their Natural Sovereign, as he vainly calls him-'
Aelf ?——Can we then believe His Declarations of eftablifh- -

mg ,

* Who were both burnt at Conflance, for what the Church of
Rome called Herefy, though the firft of them had the folemn
Deed of the Emperor, for his fafe Paffage to, and Return from.,
thence ; and the Council of Ginflance, then fitting, declares, That,
notwithftanding the faid fafe Condu@, the Church had a Right -
t6 condemn him, and deliver him over to the Flames. -

"+ Where andin other Cities of France, 30,000 Innocents were
murdered in a very fhort Time, without Diftin&tion of Age, Sex,
pr Condition ; at the News of which Slaughter the Court of
.Rome triuvmph’d, and caufed Medals to be firuck for the perpe«.
gual Memorial of it. . L .

# In which fomg hundred thoufands of Protofians perifaed:.
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ing the Proteftant Religton, whofe Confcience is fubjeét to
- a foreign Power ; and who is under prior Engagements

tophis fpiritual Sovereign,. the Pope of Rome, to deftroy
e ? . R
Tho* the Pretender’s Son would feem to acknowledge
fome Mifcarriages in former Reigns, is it not evident, that
he treads in the Steps of the late King James, by levying
Money in an ‘arbitary Manner as he did, immediately
after his Acceflion ? Has he not treated the Country as a
conquered Nation, by enforcing his exorbitant Demands
with the threatening of military Execution ? If fuch Things
are done whilft he courts a Crown, what may we not dread,
it he fhould be pofleft of it?

What Abufes might not be expe&ted from the Army he.

‘employs to raife him to the Throne ? a great Part of which
is made up out of the barbarous Corners of this Country 3
‘many of whom are Papifts, under the immediate Dire&ion
of their Priefts, train’d up to the Sword, by being pra&ifed
in open Robbery and Violence ; void of Property of their
own ; the conftant Invaders of that of others ; and wha
know no Law, but the Will of their Leaders.

Whilft our moft gracious Sovereign treated them with the
greatet Indulgence and Clemency ; and did every Thing
to encourage them to honeft Labour, and to render them
ufeful to the Country : And whilft, as a true Fathér of hig
People, he yearly beftowed a confiderable Sum, for inftruét-
fng fuch of his Subje@s as live in Places where Ignorance
and Popery prevail, in the principles of true Religion ; 2
juft Share of which Sum was beftowed for tbeir Inftru&ion,
they, as reftlefs Difturbers, have rifen in open Rebellion
againft their only lawful Sovereign and bountiful Bene-
fator.

But, to complete our Deftru&ion France and Spain, the
avowed Enemies of our Country ; not only of our Reli-
gion, but of our Trade and Commerce, are called in
to their Affiftance : Who, whilft they are preparing to in-
vade us at home, are diftrefling our Trade abroad ; with
whom we are at open War, on the fame Principles on
which the War was waged in the Reign of Queen Anne.
The Pretence of calling in fuch dangerous Allies, is the
Affiftance given us by the Dutch ; and faid to be expected
from Dapes, Heffians and Swifs. Let it be confidered,
that thefe are Proteftant States ; that the Duzch are obliged
to affift us, by Treaty made for their and our fafcty 5 that

fuch Aid was called in, when our Army was employed.
. : abroad
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abroad in the common Caufe of Liberty ; and that, as this
feems to be the laft Effort to overthrow the Proteftant
Religion ; is it any wonder Proteftant Powers fhould join
together to defend us? Our Intereft, as to Religion ; is -
the fame -with. theirs 5 and the Prefervation of it depends
ppon the Defeat of this wicked Defign. .

. Of a]l Wars, aCivil War is the moft dreadful ; in which
Countrymen fhed the Blood of their Countrymen, Children
vife up againft their Fathers, and thofe of the fame Houfe
are divided againft each other ; Laws are filent, Juftice
banifhed, and Violence is unftrained, Such is the dreadful
‘War the Rebels have kindled in this Nation.
~If they thould be defeated, as we truft in GOD they fhall,
fhey may be ruined ; but Scotland is in no Danger, as they
-pretend it is who are already engaged in this wicked At-
tempt, that they may jnvolve others in the fame pernicious
Scheme : =+ But, on the contrary, our Country will bg
preferved from Ruin, ———Few have joined them on the
South-Side of Tay, notwithftanding their boafted Victory at
Prefion :——The moft confiderable Clans, in the Weft and
North-Country, continue faithful to their Duty; and zza-
Jous in defending the Government : The great Projerty
of the Nation is in the Intereft of the King and Guvern-
ment ; and that of the Rebels bears but a very in<onfide-
teble Proportion to it. What then have the Welluffected
+ in Seotland to fear '——What may they not hope; from a
Sovereign who has been fo mild to his Enemi:s?
And what can be the Effe& of the Deftru&ion gf Facobi-
tifm 5 but the Security of our Religion, the Eftablithment
of our Pecace, and the increafing the Value of our Pro-
perty ? o

Loud Complaints are made, of infufferable Grievances,
and Encroachments upon our Liberties, ‘under the benign
Adminiftration of our prefent gracious Sovereign ; o redrefs «
which, is the pretended Delfign of this wicked Rebellion.
But how is this heavy Charge made out ? Do our Enemies
pretend to produce any one A& of lawlels Power, ever
done, or {o much as attempted by his prefent Mujefty, or
his Royal Father, through the whole Courfe of their Reigns 2
No: but inftead of this, they tell us of fome Things which:
are of a doubtful and difputable Nature ; apd about which
the wifeft, the beft, and the frecft Men, have different
‘Apprehenfions and Views : T'hings are mentioned as
Euacroachments, which were never done at all ; but barely
propofed ; and after being for fome time canvaft by the

‘ T Legiflature,
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Aegillature, ‘weré laid afide :——And none of the Things
complained of can be alledged to have been done, or the
leaft Attempt made to do them, any otherways than by
Law.——Law, EnaQed by and with the Advice and
Confent of the Reprefentatives of the People, chofen by the
Freeholders and Men of Property in the Nation. What a
Degree of Impudence muft it require, for any Man to com-
pare Things of this Nature, with the many known A&s of
mere_Power and Violence (not only without Law, butin
‘the Face of the plaineft ftanding Laws) done in former
Reigns before the glorious Revolution ? about which it was
then dangerous to debate, and of which it was held cri-
~minal to complain! And how juftly might we expe&t the
Repetition of fuch A@s of Violence, under the Reign of
one, who claims the Crown by the pretended indefeafible
Right of Succeffion to thefe Princes ; extols the Equity and
Clemency of their Adminiftration ; and fets it before him,
as the glorious Pattern of his intgnded Government. = °
The Minds of thefe Men muft be monftroufly per-
verted, who can favour a Defign, the natural and necef-
fary Confequence of which muft be, the Subverfion of
what Great Britain glories in above all Nations, Reli-
gious and Civil Liberty ! Can we expe& Liberty from.
arbitrary Power ; ---a free Parliament from an armed -
Force }——Juft Laws from lawlefs Men ?———The Se-
curity of our Property from the Invaders of Pro-
perty? The Prdteftion of our Commerce from France
and Spain P——"The Safety of the Proteftant Religion from
a Popifb Pretender ?----and Toleration' of tender Confci-
ences from a perfecuting Spirit !
* Qur own Hiftory acquaints us, that there are fome
et alive who remember to have feen the beft Blood
©of the Nation fhed on Scaffolds, in the Caufe of Reli- -
jon and Liberty ; and great Numbers of peaceable
%/Icn fined, imprifoned and put to Death, for ferving
GOD according to their Confciences ; fometimes under
Form of Law, and fometimes without any Form of
Law, by Soldiers who were authorifed to do fo; who
were at once Judges, Witnefles, Jury and Execu-
tioners. ’ ~
" As we deteft the Principles of .Slavery; as we ab-
por this flagitious Rebellion, and the bafe Methods by
which it has been carried on; fo we do, in the warm-=
sft Manner, exbort all Perfons of owr Communion rlitf‘i
- . Pe |
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-petfift in that Loyalty to our Sovereign King Grorge,
by which they have been always diftinguifhed ; neither
to be allured by Promifes, nor over-awed by Threat-
enings, to join with thefe wicked and deiuded Men:.
- And let your honeft Zeal for our happy Conftitution, rife
in Proportion to the Violence with which it is attacked.
-We put you in Mind to be fubjelt to Principalities and Pow-
ary s to obey Magifirates, and to be ready to every good
H#ork (a). Let every Soul be fubjelt to the higher Powers :
- For there is no Power but of God y the Powers that be are
erdained of. God : Whafocver therefore vefyfteth the Power,
refifteth the Ordinance of Ged 5 and they that refiff fhall re-
ceive to themfelves Damnation : For Rulers are not a Terror
"d0 good Worksy but to the evil (b.) Fear the Lerd and the
King, and meddle not with tho/e that are given to Change (c.)
Submit your[elves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord’s
" Sake 3 whether it be to the King as Supreme 5 or unto Go-
wernors, as unto them that are [ent by him, for the
Terror of Evil-doers, and the Praife of them that do well (d.)
~ Cultivate the Principles of true Liberty ; and teach
them to your Children ; that they may not be early en-
dnared by flavith - Doitrines, which may render them
hurtful to Society, and invalve themfelves and their dear-
<ft Concerns in Ruin. .
. The Calatttities we in this Country have felt, and the
Judgments with which GOD has been pleafed to vifit us,
should awaken our Confciences ; and excite us to a
fincere and deep Repentance, for thofe Sins which have
been the procuring Caufes of them.——How infenfible
have many been of the Excellency of that Religion we
heve long enjoyed, pure from Idolatry and Superftition?
With what Contempt has the everlafting Gofpel of Chrift,
and his Ordinances been treated ? And how little of the
Power of Religion has been feen in the Lives of its
Profeffors ! How much have profane Swearing, and horrid
Perjury abounded }——How much has Luxury, the Pa-
rent of many Vices, and produftive of the greateft
Miferies, fpread its malignant Influence over all Ranks?
——And how has Infidelity, Libertinifm and Licentiouf-
nefs, prepared the Minds of nota few for any Form of
Religion that is calculated for an Indulgence to Vice?
e——How much more have men been afieted with tem--
poral

- (a) Titus iii. 1. (8) Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 3. {¢} Provi
gxiv. 21, () 1 Petiii. 13, 4
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poral Inconveniences, "and the Lofs of their Godds, than
with the Danger to which our holy Religion is expofed ?
Confider the ineftimable Privilezes you have long pofieft >
The Wonders of GOD’s Providence in thz Reformation
. of thofe Nations from Popery ; the Eftablithment 'of.
that Reformed Religion, by the glorious Revolution under -
King William ;" and the Confirmation ofit, by raifing the -
#lluftrious Family of Hanover to the Throne of thefe King-
doms. ——Let a lively Senfe of thefe valuable Bleflings
be continually preferved in your Minds; * that you may .
not be fhamefully unthankful to GOD, ungrateful to your
worthy Anceftors, and unfaithful to your Pofterity. )
We muft earneftly recommend it to all the Minifters of;
this National Church,to endeavour, by public and private in-
ftruction, to fill the Minds of People of all Ranks and Ages,”
as they have Opportunity, with a juft Abhorrence of the
Abominations of Popery ; the Terrors of arbitrary Power -
and of the extreme Danger thefe Lands muft be certainly .
expofed to, of being over-run with Superftition, Tyranny
and Oppreflion, if. GOD for our Sins thould ever fuffer.
the Pretender to reign over us. o S
Senfible of thePeace,and the many great Privileges we have
long enjoyed ; and the danger to which we are’ now ex-"
pofed : ——Let its mourn over odr own Sins, and the
Wickednefles that are daily committed in the L¥id, which.
have drawn down thele heavy Judgments upon us.———Lez
us fearch and try our Ways, and turn again unto the Lord ;
that, for Jefus Sake, he may have Compaffion upon us 3
pardon our Sins ; prevent our Ruin, and ftrengthen what
he has wrought for us. )
Lat us, in the moft earneft Manner, addrefs Almighty
GOD of infinite Mercy, thra’ the Blood of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, to pourdown a Spirit of Grace and Supplica-
zion, of Repentance and Reformation, upon all Ranks of
Men: That he would enable us ta walk worthy of the
Gofpel of Chrift, and animate us with a Temper of Mind
fuitable to it : ——That he would teach us toimprove the
* prefent awful Difpenfation of his Providence ; unite us in,
. the Bonds of Peace and Truth; and give us all one Heart
and one Way, to fear him and.keep his Commandments al-
ways; that GOD may dwell with us, and with our Po<
fterity after us,——~Let us fervently pray, that GOD may
eminently blefs our only rightful Sovereign King George,

and all is Royal Family ; prote@ bis Pesfon, from:;lél the
: cret

-
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fecret and open Attempts of his Enemiesy eftablith his:
Throne, dire& his Councils; and give Succefs to his
Arms by Sea and Land, at Home and Abroad.

As we pity - thofe unreafonable Men who have rifen up’
againft us ; fo let us all heartily pray to GOD, that he
would convince them of their Folly and Wickednefs ; give
them Repentance unto Life, and the Forgivenefs of their
‘Sins 5 that being reclaimed from the Error of their Way, .
the farther Effufion of Blood may be prevented : But that,
if they fhould ftill perfift in this unnatural Rebellion, GOD
may defeat it; and . make it a Means of firengthening:
our happy Conftitution,ind of difcouraging for ever all At-
tempts of this Nature. "+,

The above Warning“ahd Exhortation having been fundry
"Times read and fully confidered, was this Day unanimoufly

- approved by the Commiffion ; and they appoint the fame.
to be forthwith printed, and Copies thereof to be fent to.
all the Minifters of this Church, who are hereby ap-:
pointed to read the fame from their Pulpits, each of them .
the firft Lord’s Day he conveniently can, after it comes
to his Hands ;———and the feveral Prd{yt'eries' are to enquire.
particularly into the Obfervation of this A&. - Subfcribed by

WILL. WISHART Moderator.

RO. MACKINTOSH Cit,
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