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To SAMUEI# WHITBREAD, Esq. M.P.

_ *SIR,

I dedicate the following ELEMENTS to you,
because I am convinced that no man is better
acquainted t&mn yourself with the real mo.h'yes
and intentions of the advocates for Parliamentary
Reformation. Your union with those illustrious
patriots, Sir Francis Burdett, Lord Folkestone, .
and Mr. Wardle, has been duly®appreciated by
the enlightened part of your Fellow-Citizens;

and it is my sincere wish, that nothing may pre-

vent your hanging together for the benefit of
the Nation,

I am, Sir,
. With dpe respect,

THE AUTHOR.
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Neque lex est justior ulla
Quam necis artifices arte perire sua.—OvIp.

Havine in America, witnessed the fataheffects
of revolution ; having scen piety give place to «
contempt of religion ; plain-dealing exchanged -
for shuffling and fraud, universil gonfidence for
universal suspicion and distrust; having seen a
country, once the seat of peace and good neigh-
bourhood, torn to pieces by faction; plunged,
by intriguing demagogues, into never-ceasing
hatred and strife; having seen a people once too
fond of what they called liberty to bear the
'"'cntle sway of a British king, hu.mbly bend their
ntcks to the yoke, nay, to the vcry foot of a set
of grovelling despots; having in short, seen the
crime of rebellion against monarchy punistied
by the tormenting, the degrading curse af re-

B
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publicanism, it is Eth the utmost astonishment
and indignation, that I find many" of chose, vho
Have the press at their command, endeavouring
$o.bring down on my native cpuntrv the very

same species of calamity and disgrace.

Notwithstanding the.example of America, and
the morc dreadful example of France, I find the
emissaries of thc Republican faction (for such
it Td('ll!_l/ is ), still preaching fanaticism and infide-
lit y,°stlill bawling for that ghange which they have
the andacity to denominate REFORM, still exert-
ing all their nefarious ingenuity in sapping the
foundation of the Church and the Throne. Those
who want experience of the consequences, may,
for aught [ know, be excused for conniving at
these attempts; but for me, who have secen acts
passed by a republican legislature, more fradu-
lent than forgery or coinmg ; for me, who have
seen republican officers of state oftering their
ceuntry for sale for a few thousand dollars ; Jor
me, who have’ geen repuplican judges beceme
felons, and felons become republican judgc‘s;
for me to fold my hands and tamely listen to

the insolent eulogist of republican governments
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and rulers, weuld be a sha/aeful abandonment®

of principle, dastardly descrtion of duty.

It is with no small mortificatipn that I find
too many‘of the periodical publications (as weh
pamphlets as papers) in the hands of fanatics
and infidels, all of whem, however numerous
tireir mongrel sects, however opposite their te-
nets, however hateful their persons to each other,
do most cordially unite in their cnmity to the
national cs"tablishment, and most zealou-siy co-
operate for its destruction. Convincedyas I am,
from the experience of America, as well as
from history in general, that an established
church is absolutely necessary to the existence
of rcligion and morality ; convinced also that
the church of Eungland, while she is an orna-
_ment, an honour, and a blessing to tie nation,
is the principal pillar of the throne; I trust I
never shall be basc cnough to decline a combat
with her cnemies, whether theyv approach me
an the lank locks of the secjary, or the ecald

crop of the jacobiu.

The subjects of -a British king, like the sons
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of every providen and tender father, never
know his value tili:they feel the. want of his
protection. In the days of youth and of igno-
rance, I was lgd to belicve, that ('omfnrtz Sfrecdom,
und virtue, were exclusively the Iot' of republicans.
A very short trial convinced me of my error,
adimonished mec to repent my folly, and urged
me to compensate for the injustice of the opi-

nion I had conceived.

Daring an eight years absence from my coun-
try, I was not an unconcerned spectator of her
perils, nor did I listen, in silence, to the slan-
ders of her enemies. Though divided from En-
glaud by the occan, though her gay fields were
hidden, probably for ever, from my view, still
her happiness and her glory were the objects
of my cbnstant solicitude; I re¢joiced at her
victories, and ‘mourned at her defeats; her friends
were my friends, and her foes were my foes.
Once more returned, once morve under the safe-
guard of that Sqvercign, who watched over,
me in my infancy:‘ and the want of whose
protecting arm 1 have solong had occasion to

lament, I feel an irrceistible desire to comnu-
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nicate to m’y countrymen thc; Jruit of my experi-
ence ; to shew<hem the injurious and flegrading
consequences of discontént, disloyalty, and innova-
tion, to convince them, that they are she freest, as
well as ha}'}picst .of the human race ; and above dli'
%o warn them against the arts of THOSE AMBI-
T IOUS AND PERFIDIOUS DEMAGO-
GUES, <who would willingly reduce them to a le-
vel with the cheated slaves, inthe bearing of whose

yoke I have had the mortification to shares*

We are told, that there is, or oughd to be,
about every human body, a certain part called
the crumena, upon which depends the whole
cconomy of the intestines. “When the cru-
mena 1s full, the intestines are 1n a correspond-
cnt state ; and then the body isinclined to repose,
and the mind to peace and good neiébbour-
hood, but when the crumenat beco‘mes empty,
the sympathetic intestines are immediately con-
tracted, and the whole internal state of the pa-
tlgnt is thrown into |{15Uf1¢’ch@ﬂ and uprour,
which, commumcatmw itself to the brain, pro-

* Vide Porcupine New <p1pcr, No. L.
1 The Purse.
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duces what a learjied state physician calls the
maniare prmalioni.;,'- and if this*malady is not
stopped at once, by the help of an hempen neck-
lace, or some other remedy equ’ally eflicacious,
St never fails to break out into Atheism, Robbery,
Unitarianism, Swindling, Jacobinism, Massacres,

Civic Feasts and Insuriections.*

The history of the United Irishmen will not
detaia us long. Soon after the ever to be re-
gret.tc'd cpoch, when God, in his wrath, suf-
fercd tile tinkers, butchers, harlequins, quacks,
cut-throats, and other modern philosophers, to
usurp the government of France, their brethren
in Ireland tempted by the successful example,
began, with wonderful industry, to prepare for
taking the government of that country into their
own h;nds. ‘With this laudable end in view,
\they formed what they called their socicty, in
the city of Dublin. 'To say in what manner they
proceeded to business, would be superfluous,
since we know sthey were Democrats. Thgir
meetings, «s @nong us, produced resolvcs in

abundance, and good fortune seeincd for a time

Vide Porcupine woiks, vol. ii. page 8 and 9.
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to smile upon*them. The ;;’)ress was szg[/’ucdted
with their ad@resses,* aund letters of fraternity,
which were swallowed by the mob, for whom
they werf' intepded, with an appetite which
generally charactenzcs that class of citizend,
Bat all of a sudden, when they were in the
height of their work, mangling the carcase of
the government, the magistracy soused down
upon them, like an eagle among a flock of
carrion crows. Here was fine helter-skelter ;
fining, imprisoning, whipping, and cmig'ra.ting ;
some anen ran this way, others that ; some came
to America to brew whiskey, some went to
France to gather laurels, while others of a
more philosophic turn, set off to Botany Bay,
to cull simples.+

The ostensible object of the United Irishmen,
like that of all other usurpers from the 'bcgimxing
of the world to the present day, was reformation
in the government of their countrv.  ‘T'osay much
about a plan of r¢form proposed by a **band”
sof such obscare angl illitergde persens as®their
procecdings prove them to be. would be paying

* Vide Political Register passin

4 Vide Porcupine works, vol u, page 97, 93,
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iguorance too much attention, and would be,

besides, in a great méasurc, superfluous, as we
have already been favoured with the newest
uew constitutibn of a sister repuplic, ‘pf which
that proposed by the United Irishmen was but a
counterpart*. ““ Rebellions,” savs Swift, “ecver
travel from north to south; that isto sav, from
poverty to plenty.” ‘The Dean knew mankind
pretty well, but not better than his countrvimmen,
the Urited Irishmen, as we shall sce by their ad-
dressea fo the poor. ““ To you,” say thev, “the
pooree classes of the community, we address
ourselves. Ve are told you arc ignorant; we
wish vou to enjoy lberty, without which no
people was ever cniz’ghlcm‘(l ; we are told you are
uneducated and immoral; we wish you to be
educated, and your morality improved by the
most rapid of all instructors; a good govern-
ment. Do you find yourselves sunk into po-
verty and wretchedness 2 Lixamine peaceably and
attentively the plan of rerorm we now submit
to you. Consideryydoes it propose to do you'

Justice 2 does it propose to give yon suflicient

Vide Porcupine’s Waorks, vol. ii. page 102.
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protection ?* fot we have no fear but that the
wich witl have ju:st.icc done to them, and will
be sufliciently protected.” laanother place’they
tell th{Eir peor friends, that it is the * uncyual
owrtition of rights, that is the cause of their po-
verty, and that makes then mmob.”” It 1s thus
.
that the mubitions trowblers of mankind evet
ind th 1 way to the hearts of the lower classes
of the commusity. They flatier gheir natural
.
inclinatign, which is ever to attribute tl:,.ci-r wants
and misfortunes, which are usually no,m:'re than
the Jot of humanity, or the natural consequences
of their own idleness or profligacy, to the er-

rurs or wickedness of those wbo rule over them ¥,

Those who are siaple enough to listen to a
DEMAGOGUE, scldom care aboutehis moral
character.  With the rights of. the citizens,
their virtue, and their sovereignty, eterpally vi-
brating on his lips, he may, for aught thev care,
Lave a heart as black as Tartarus.  If h: writes,
det him fill his pagaes with ./rothy dec. —ation,
and vaunting bombast, with the cantit - jargon

» Vide Poreupine’s Worlia, velol page .05
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of modern republicmts', and it matters little
what arrangement he makes use of. “Ambiguity
and- confusion are even an advantage to him;
they arc a labyrinth in which he loseg the \i}:ctchcs
whom he has enticed from duty. In short, his
business is to awaken in his reader, jealousy,.
envy, revenge, and every .pussion that can dis-
grace the heart of man, to lull his gratitude,’
reason, and gonscicnce asleep, and then let him

. .
loose upon society*.

On all hands it is allowed, that the parasite
of a prince is a most despicable character; a
POPULAR PARASITE jqnust then be doubly despi-
cable. It is possible for the supple courtier to
find something like an apology for his self-hu-
miliation » one may be dazzled by the splen-
dour of a crown, or blinded by the munificence
of a friead and protector; but what must be the
man (if, indeéd, he be worthy of the name) who
can crawl to the dregs of mankind ¢ who can
make a voluntary “urrender of the superioritye

with which nature has endowed him? who can
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. . - .
sacrifice truth, honour, justice, and even com-
L]
® L .
'mon sense, to the, stupid stare and inomentary
. .
huzza of the populace, whose welfare affects

L]
him nt, ansl whom ir his hear t he despises * 21

Sir Francis Bm’dcgt, in a moment of exulta-
tion, and tumult of joyv, undoubtedly considers
Ihmself as a most sublime patriot, and as the
ido! of the mob. Lnviable distinctjon ! But the

] .
most sesious charge I have against hine is, the
attempt he has made to insinuate, that govern-
metft has had recourse to secret exccution. This
i< <0 black and diabolical an insinuation, that na
power of language can sufficiently mark its in-
famy. Does he mean to say that prisoners have
been secretly executed without a trial? Can he
have the effrontery to assert it ? Letehim bring
forward his proofs ; proofs cicarly substantiated.
I dare him to do it. But no, he cannot; he
dare not; and the attempt to fix such a erime
on the government, is to the full as atrocious as
the actual commisston of Ixt, and merits the

strongest and most pointed reprobation.  Can

# Vide Porcupine’s Works, vol. ii. page 283.
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measures, sanctioned by Parliament, and approved
by a wast majority of the country ; teastires evi*
dentiy adopted for the security of our persons, our
progperties, and our laws, be called.tyraﬁpy and
oppression? It has been the happy lot of this
country to possess a minisier, (the late Mr. Pitt) -
whose great and compreh;ensivc mind was com-
petent to the difficulties of our situation; by‘
whose effective and decisive measures, the disaf-
fected h'a.\'e been crushed, and compelled to hide
their di‘m.i‘nishcd heads; and, 1t will seflect the
most resplendent lustre on the British character
to the latest posterity, that the people had the
wisdom to approve, and the fortitude to sup-
port them. Sir Francis need not be told, that
by these insinuations he is highly reflecting on
the Parliainent, which he probably intends. The
mcasures which have prevented the seditious
from disturbing the peace and good order of the
country, and for whose sufferings, though justly
inflicted, he feels such a tender regard, were ap-
proved in Purliamc\t; andtdeares he censure its
decrec? It really eacites something like a sile,
to obgerve how very lhmited is the loving-kinduess

of this tender-hearted puilaniinropist. It has never
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¢ome to my kifowledge, that he has extended
1t to any other crin.)inles. Did hes ever bring
before the House the cause of the widow, orsthe
orphan,:uncqnnectcd with politics 2 or of some
unfortunate wretch, languishing in prison, ra-
ther through his own misfortunes, or the vil-
lainy of others, than from any crimes? Did he
.pver from the purse, which now so readily over-
flows ; did he ever glad the heart rzf the unfor-
tunate dc.blor, and restore him to his. afflicted
and starving family. and to Society ?.. Let him
satisfactorily auswer these questions, before he
makes a parade of his philanthropic humanity,
in behait of acquitted felons, and the pests of

society.

He says he loves his countsy, angd its tran-
quillity.  What a prostitution of the noblest of
all principles!  Our patitotic  philanthropist
proves this, by advocating -the cause of its
bitterest enemies.  Is it love for our country to
display, on every.occasion,&he most rooted ani-
mosity to its constitution and government? Is
it love for our country to take a decided part
with the seditious and disaffected ? Is it love for

our country to treat with contempt the laws,
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2ad its administrators ? Away ‘with such
eritical cang. If this be love of our tountry-
cowrfeos 1 have none of it Sir Francis may acain
assestit; but whereis the credilous, fool who will
belicve %7 It was our iateniion to have en-
tered into a retutation of certain political doc-
trines, which Zir raneis Burdett has published ;
bat, upon cioser examination, we find them pm;
ceed upoa notions ~o dircetly subversive of the
Lies andl gouvorament of the country, that any
.

controversy with hiu must necessarily have for
its object, to proce the incepedicncy of destraying
the monzrehy of Fugland.  'To reason with
such a man would be absurd : he must be treated
with silent contempt, or be combatted <with wea-
pons very rI{j}i‘rentffr(;m apen: however, e de-
clare our abhorrence of the principles and con-
duct of the map, who, m alluding to the Bri-
tish Government, speaks of ““ hired magistrates,
parliaments, and Ainas;”’ we DETEST aund
LOATIHE Sir FRANCIS BURDETT, we

would trample uponSvm, forshis false, base, and

’

insclent insinuations and assertions respecting his

aud our Sovereign . )
.
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1 shall stop here to make an observation which
ought to he wery well attedded toby the whole of
the British nation: ahd that i, that all the re-
volutionists, while they are endeavouring to ex
cite the pcnpl:: of Great Britain and Ireland %o
x;c-volt againstthe government,profess great fidelity
to their country and logalty to their king. They
pretend to have nothing in view, but ** the goud,
the honor, the permanent glory of the empire.”
They propose to amend aud not to destrqy;” to
make the z)eoplc truls happy, and © Hisearucious
Mujesty truly Great.””  Their stalking horse is
REFCGRDM, but their rcal object is the OVER-
THROW OF THE MONARCHY : a scram-
ble for power and riches: and this intention,
should they succeed, they will boast of, with as
unblushing a trout as Lauderdale’s friend Brisot
and his gang, after they had wade the Cxciting of
the ivsurrection of the 10th o August, one of
the crimes for which they put their sovereign to
death, boasted of having excited the insurrection
themselves ! This h one ot,thc‘ blackest «leeds
in the anuals of R publluu France ; but lct the
people of Great Britain be assured, that, instead
of abhorrence, it has served to awaken emulation

in the minds of the degraded and desperate fuc-
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tion, who have stiil the hypocrisy to bellow for
REI'ORM

In reply to Counsclior Ego's spoml' (for re-
Jorm in 1797), My, Pitt did not take the ground
that I should have taken.  “ He insisted, (and
with great truth) that the sort of rcform, which
the present rcformers intended to introduce, was
widely different from that which he had once en-
deavoured tv bring about, and therefire he was
not chargeable with inconsistency in ‘cspousing
the one, and opposing the other. He said, that
with respect to any plan of rcform at all, what-
ever he might in former situations of the couutry
have felt on this subject; he meant not to deny,
that since the new @ra inthe history of the world,
occasioned by the French revolution, he had felt
the groun& on which the argument formerly stood,
was essentially and fundamentally altered. ‘Think-
ing as he now did, of a parliamentary reform, it
was notat all inconsistent, that under the present
situation of the om&tn he should he inclined to
forego the benefits of rcﬁ;rm rather than com-

promise, or give a footing to principles of so
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much more dangerous a tendency than those im-
sperfections in the constitution; the semoval of
which he might wish.” This was not the ground
foraman like \Ir. Pittto take; he should havecan-
didly and boldly acknowledged his error. He was
asyouth when he formerly espoused the cause of Re-
Jorm ; AGE AND EXPERIENCE had taught him that
he was wronG.* Ishould think myself the most
stupid ass that ever browsed a thistle, were I to
doubt one ﬂ\oment as to the unity of " the ‘object
kept in view by all the tribes of nnronus.f;s:f

The people have been told that they are not re-
presented in the House of Commons, that, that
assembly is no longer what it used to be, and that
until it be reformed, it is in vain for them to hope
for any good from that quarter. 'The words re-
presentation and elective franchise haye done much
towards confusing the brain and corrupting the
heart of his Majesty’s subjects: and, though we
have not the vanity to supppose, that we possess
the power of dissipgting the ftal delusion,‘it is
our duty to contribute our mite in the attempt.

* Vide Porcupine’s Works, vol. vii. p.32. ¢ Ib. p.33.
D
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The maxim, upon which the encmies of the go-
_vernment ,proeeed is this: that a people are fret
and happy in the exact proportxon in which their
,voxce prevails in the elecuon of those {\ ho make
.the laws ; and, as the voice of the mass of the
people here has, in truth, no very great share in
the election of the House of Commons, they, of
course, can enjoy but a small portion of freedom,
and of that happiness, whichit is in the power of

law aid government to bestow.

To arguc against this doctrine would be
uscless: men have been disputing on it for
two hundred years, and are as far from an
agreement as ever. Ve shall, therefore, ap-
peal from reasoning to experience; from theory
to practi‘ce; from opinions to fucts. Nor shall
these facts be drawn from antiquated history,
the authenticity of which might be doubted, but
from astate of things this moment 1n exercise.
Again, they shall not be sought for amongst the
Yenétians, the Genese, theSyviss, the French, o
the Dutch, but amuhgst a people descended from

the same stock with ourselves ; speaking the same
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same habits, customs, and manners, and differing”
* from us.omdy. in those pomts where the revolu-
tion in their govcmment have had an immediats -
effect.

.1t will easily be perceived, that we here allude
to the' people and government of '.America; and-
w& shall, after a few prefatory remarks, extract a:
passage from a pamphlet, written by an Ameri-’
can, an emtg@nt lawver of New Jersey, in thé Jear:
1799. The pamphlet was addressed to the peo-
ple of «that state; the author’s name, ‘Vllham
Griffiths, whose object was to point out the evils
of the government, and to prevail on the people-
to consent to a change. The  elective fran-
chise,” was as universal as even Sir Francis Bur-’
dett could have wished it, and we now ate abont
to see a fair picture of legislative assembly pro-

duced by that  inestimable privilege.”

Our famous countryman, Swirt, has compared
the people who choosg popular agscmblics, to those -
silly worms, which exhaust their substance, and.
destroy their lives, in making habits for beings of-

a superior order. With all due defereifee to such
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an authority, we beg leave to cay, that the latter
part of thg comparison will not bear the test of
egperience. That the people, in the exercise of
their imaginary rights and privileges, do exhaust
their substance, and, sometimes destroy their lives
is most certain; but, that they do this for the
sakeof beings af superior order, will be believed by
no one, who has paid any attention to the objects
of their choice, and who must of course bave ob-
served, that that choice does not unfraquently fall
upon ‘b(dnkrupts, swindlers, quacks, parasiles, pan-
ders, atheists, apostates, in a word, upon the most
infamous and the most despicable of the humane
race; wretches whom no prudent tradesman
would trust alone in his shep, and with whom
any honest man would blush to be seen in con-
versatian.

How happens it, that the people of America,
for instance, are induced in many instances, to
commit their property and their lives to the guar-
dianship of the rufuse of the community? The
Americans gre, generally speaking, descended
from the same ancestors with ourselves ; they
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are by no means ioferior to us in point of discern-
-ment; and fheir love of l.iberty, praperty, aund
life, is equal to ours, The cause of their pre-
posterous choice is this: the mass of the people
of all nations, are so fond of nothing as of power,
Men of sense know, that the people can, in reality,
exercise no power whit¢h will not tend to their
own injury ; and, therefore, if they are honest
men, as well as men of sense, they scorn to foster
their vanv_y at the expence of their peace and
happiness. Hence it is, that in state%.; where
the popular voice is unchecked by a roy.al or any
other hereditary influence, that voice is, nine
times out of ten, given in favour of those fawn-
ing parasites, who in order to gratify their own
interest and ambition, profess to acknowledge no
sovereignty but that of the people, and who,
when they once get into power, rule the poor s0-
vereign that has chosen them, with a rod 'of scor-
pions, affecting, while the miserable wretch is
writhing under their stripes, to call themselves

oltis * representativegd’

Of nll the tyrannies that the devil or man ever
fnvented, the tyranny of an elective assembly, un-
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controled by regal power,-is the most insupport-
able. When the tyrant is an individual, the-
s_la;ves have the satisfaction of knowing their op-

pressor; they have the consolation of hearing

him execrated, and amidst their miseries, they

are now and then checred with the hope, that

some valiant hand will bear a dagger to his heart.

But, an uncontrouled assembly is an undefinable;

aninvisible, and an invulnerable monster ; it insi-

nuates like ‘the plague, or strikes liké"the apo-

plexy =% is as capricious, as cruel, and as rave-

nous as death ; like death, too, it loses half its

terrors by the frequent repetition of its ravages’

and, such is its delusive influence, that every man,

though he daily sees his neighbour falling a sa-

crifice to the scourge, vainly imagines it to be at,

a distance, from himself. Now, for proof of

of what we have advanced, we shall quote Mr.

Griffith’s description of the Legislative Assembly

of New Jersey.

Page 109.— It §s impracticable here to enter.-
into a detail of facts to prove; that the virtuc of
the legislature has been, and will be, constantly
assailed and overcome. It shews itself in the
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very formation of the legslature. No sooner
.does an elgctton for a lcg.islative assembly and
council approach, than the question is not who
are the wisest and maost disinterested, and of most
integrity®; buz who will best answer the views (.)f
party, of private ambition, or personal resent-
ment. In every county there is constantlya suc-
cession of people aspiring to appointments, civil
or military : some desire to be judges, some jus-
tices, some,najors, and some colonels ; some have
interests depending in the courts of law, and some,
perhaps, have resentments againstexisting. officers,
and would fain oust them from their seats: all
these, and a thousand more passions are set to
work ; and nominations to the legislature are di-
rected, and supported, upon principles altogether
beside those which should form the basis for a
right election of legislative characters : the result
must, of course, be unfavourable t(; the public
good. But this is not all; not only arc elections
rendered wicious, and the morals of the people cor-
Y ;}ted, in these struggles for pgrsonal advantdges,
but unhappily the candidates partake of the con-
tamination: they must promise allegiance totheir.
party: you shall be ajudge, and you a justice, you
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you a major, and you a colonel, you a clerk, and
you a commissioner; I will solicit Your cause in--
the court of errors, and will vote for your friend
to fill @ seat in the judiciary. If: these kind of
illicit engagements are not publicly or directly
entered into, they are sufficiently understood and
guaranteed by those friends of the candidate
who take a leading part in his election. In-
stead of being elected with a national view,
and f'er the purpose of forming ghperal laws,
for thieumore equal and salutary govermment of
the people, the persons go there to represent the
interests and gratify the desires of a few parti-
zans in their different districts, upon the perform-
ance of which will depend their re-appointment at
the ensuing election !

“ When the legislature is formed, then begins
a scene of i-ntrigue, of canvassing and finesse,
which baffles all description, and is too noto-
rious to require proof, and oo disgusting for
exhibition. The members of a county, in which
an office is to be disposed of, are besct by friends
and partizans of the candidates; their hopes and
fears arc cxcited, by all the arts which can be
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suggested ; from. these the attack extends itself
Jill it reagh®s every member of the legislature;
and so strong and so éeneral does the contest be-
cowme, by thedifferent representations havingeach,
particulat objects to attain, that one grand scene
of canvuss and barter ensues :- a vote for, one, is
made the condition of Voting for another, with-
out regard to qualifications; even laws which are
to affect the public intercst, are made the price of
these mtercsﬁd concessions ; and not unﬁeqhently
is almost the whole sitting of the legls‘lature
spent jn adjusting the pretensions, and mar-
shalling the strength of the respective candi-
dates for office. To such a pitch has this grown,
that even the members of the legislature com-
plain of it, as an intolerable evil. There con-
tests again lay the foundation for new, parties
and new sentiments at the next election. 'To
counteract the opposition which may be stirred
up, all the appointments will be made, with a
view to strengthen the interest of the sitting
mpmbers. New comypissions, aivil and milit;u'y,
judges and Jjustices, general officers, general-
staff and field officers, will be made, with a re-
Jerence to the state of parties in the county,
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instead of being dictated by-a quite contrary
spirit. It is within the knowledge of those con- -
versant inthe courts of la%v, that in the counties,
many of them are become mere, political clubs.
They take sides; and a man, before he brings on
his cause, counts the heads upon the bench.

‘“ 'The result of all this is seen and felt in evéry
quarter. From hence proceed the jars and di-
visio,ﬁ§ which destroy the pleasure oj\eocial life in
every 'ﬁ'eighbourhood and village ; and from hence
arises the instability of laws, the multiplication
of magistrates, the weakness and division of the
courts of justice, the heats and ill-directed zeal
at elections, and that general langour and dere-
liction of principle in every departiment, which
menaces the total depravation of the body po-
litic.”

Such Englishmen, such is the deseription of
a }egislative assembly, where “ equal represen-
tation” prevails,® where aknost every man hae &
vote at elections, and where those elections do
ennually recur. The ambitious knaves, who flat-
ter you with- high notions of your rights and
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privileges, who are everlastingly driving in your
egrs the blesfings of what they call the “ elec-
tive franchise,” wish to add to the number_of
electors, *because they well know that they would
thereby *gain an accession of strength. 'The
puly object that such men have in view, is the
gratification of their otvn ambition at the public
expeunce; and, to accomplish this ebject, they
stand in need of your assistance. There is a con-
tinual strggle between them and the legitimate
sovereignty of the country, which restmiins them
FROM PILLAGING, OPPRESSING, AND
INSULTING THE PEOPLE. Hence it is,
that they are constantly endeavouring to per-
suade the pe:)ple, that that sovereignty requires
to be checked and controuled ; in which nefari-
ous endeavours, they are unfertunately but too
often successful. How they would.act, were
they once to engross the whole.power of the
state, you may easily perceive, from what has
been disclesed to you respecting the legislature
of an American republic. #f you imagine, that
you should be able o avdid the evils, which, .
from this source, the Americans have experi-

enced, you deceivé yourself most grossly. ‘ They
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- are as fond of freedo‘m as you are, and they
want no information, nor any good 2nd great -
quality that you possess; but, having bcen too
Jealous of the royal authority, haying Fent their
ea;s, and next their hands, to those dema-
gogues who persuaded them that they were
capable of governing themselves, they destroyed
the only safe-guard of that liberty, for which
they thought they were fighting, and the want
of whieh they now so sensibly fe& and so
deeply ‘dé‘ploré.

«Stick to the Crowx, though you find it
hanging on a bush,”” was the precept which a
good old Englishman gave to his sons, at a
time when the monarchy was threatened with
that subversion, which it afterwards experienced,
and which. was attended with the perpetration
of a deed thai has’ fixed an indelible :stain on
the annals of England. Blessed be God ! we are
threatened with no such dang’er‘at present ; but
a repetlition of the precept cag never be out of
_season, as long as there are Whigs in existence,
and as long as there are men foolish enough to
listen to their insidious h;rang'ues. The Crown
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~is the guardian of the pecople, but more espe-

cially 1is ,its'gua.rdianship. necessary to those who
are destitute of rank and wealth. |The King
gives tire weakest and poorest of us soine degree
of consequence: as his subjects, we are upon a
Jevel with the noble and the rich; in yielding
him obedience, veneration, and love, neither ob-
scurity nor penury can repress our desires,. or
lessen the pleasure that we feel in return; He
is the fofntain of national Lonor, which, like
the sun, 1is no respecter of persons; but smiles
with equal warmth on the palace and the cot-
tage; in his justice, his magnanimity, his piety,
in the wisdom of his councils, in the splendor
of his throne, in the glory of his arms, in all
his virtues, and in all his honors, we share, not
according to rank. or to riches, but in propor-
tion to the attachmentthat we bear Zo the land
which gave us birth, and to "THE SOVE-
REIGN, WHOM GOD HAS COMMANDED-
US TO HONOR AND OBEY .*

The present have been called * the days of

VYide Political Register, Vol, i. page 791-2-3-1-5-G.
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disioyalty,” and in truth of the justice of the

appellation,, the clamours for what has been
terped CONSTITUTIONAL AND PARLIA-
MENTARY REFQOM have been gited. From
wh'atever source political delusio:: may come, by
whatever means it may be propagated, and
in whatever degree it mav prevail, can its pre-
valence ever be conducive cither to the interest
or honour of the nation >—Can it enlarge our
understandings, or streagthen the integlity of our
hearts? ‘CAN IT LESSEN OUR WANTS or
INCREASE OUR COMFORTS? At Lome
can it ever make us happy 2 Abroad can it ever
make us feared or respected > EXPERIENCE,
sad EXPERIENCE, says NO.

On the( contrary, it is the cause of all our
calamities and disgraces, domestic and foreign.
It is a slow but deadly poison to Britain,
Amidst those blessings, which are the envy of
her neighbours, it makes her peevish, malecon-
tented and mad: iv mines her constitution: it
convulses her frame, IT ENERVATES THOSE
COUNCILS AND PALSIES THOSE ARMS,
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WITH WHICH SHE WOULD OTHER-
WISE ANNIHILATE HER FOES.

" Those whé have perused the recent Numhers
of the Political Register, will scarcely believe
"it possible that the foregoing sentiments could
have been piomulgated by the same author:
they may, however, rest assured, that every line
is the genuine production of the identical Wil-
liam Co"bctt, who now addresses us as, the ad-
vacate of REFory, who is now the sworn friend
of the' man whom he wished to ““ trample under his
feet,”” who is now one of those very demagogues,
of whom he has said that *“their stalking-horse
is Rcform, but their real object is the overthrow
of the Monrarchy;’’ and that “ whilc they are
endeavouring to excite the people of Great
Britain to revolt against the Government, profess
great fidelity to their country, and loyalty to
their King+; and who is now, according to his
ewn words, endeavouring to persuade us, that

* Vide Porcupine's Works, vol. x. page 390, 391.
4 Vide Cobbett's Works, vol. ix. p. 258 and 250.
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the sovereignty requires to be chécked, that he
may ““ PILLAGE, OPPRESS, AND INSULY
THE PEOPLE* In is Political Register of
this day, (May 13th, 1S09) page 722, he tells
us; that the constitution of our forefathers con-
siders the House of Commons as a clicck upon the

2

crown.” Now let us see what he has before said
on the subject, when the Question of Rcform
~was agitated in the House of Commons, in 1797,
Mr. Erskine, then a demagogue, stated_that the
“office of: J;hc House of Commons was)' to curd
and con;roul the power of the Crown, acting
on the part of the people. Upon which senti-
ment Mr. Cobbett made the following remarks :
—< Preciscly the contrary, good lawyer.
dcfy you to produce any sentence, phrase, or
word in use among “ our forcfathers,” fromwhich
it can possilfy be presumed that the office of the
House of Comutons was to curb and controul the
exccutive power ; and with much more confidence
I defy you to prove, that this House were ever

" looked upon as mere agents, acting on the part

4+ Political Register, vol. i. p. 725.
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of the people. Tilex are one branch of a Grand
Conncil, the'whole of the Members of which
act for the King and the Nobility, as'well as
for the rest of the nation. Nothing is more in-
vidious, nothing more repugnant to the princi-
ples, of monarchy, nothing more dangerous and
Icading to cousequences more destructive, than
this whiggish doctrine of separate powers, acting
in opposition to each other.”’—( Cobbett’s Works,
vol. vii. p. 29.’)

Thus has he given us two diametrically oppo-
site accounts of ¢ the Constitution of our forefa-
thers.” And shall we be cheated by such knaves
as this ?* Shall tve listen to the delusive voice of
traitors, who are endeavouring to excite us to
revolt, that they may * pillage, oppress, and in-
sult us 2—Let us first consider what bencfits WE
should obtain by furthering their visionary
schemes; let us calmly compare our own situation
with that of other European nations—and let
us seriously reflect that the same tyrant who
lms subjugated F rance Holland, Switzerland,

#* ¢ Ex uno disce omnes.”—Vinrcir.”
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and Italy,—degraded Prussia, and desolated Spain,
will not fail to take advantage of any, civil
commotiion among ourselves, and, while we are
contending for imaginary rights, despoil us of
those real bless.ipgs, which Englishmen, and

Englishmen alone, enjoy.

It must not be forgotten that WILLIAM
COBBETT has told us that cight ycars experi-
ence had taught him ““ the nyunorﬁ and degrad-
ing, consequences of discontent, disloyalty, and
INN O.VAT]OV,”( for which he was once before
an advocate), and that Englishmen “ were the
freest as well as happiest of the human race”’—
his present apost.acy, therefore, admits of no pal-
liation, and his wilful attempts to destroy our
happiness must result from the most malignant
and diabolical motives that .ever dcbased the

human heart.

We may now say of him, as he, in his Po-
litical Register of Dec. 11th, 1802, said of hiy
presént idol Sir Francis Burdett, *“ The won-
der is nof how a man can hold up his head,

but how he can bear to cxist, under the proof of
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such glaring such shameful TERGIVERSA-
TION !t Ilenceforward, Britons, I trust,
you will duly appreciate the worth and patrio-
tism of

WILLIAM COBBETT.

T. Gillet, Piinter, 7, Crown-court, Ficet-street, London,
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THEe author has been enabled, in this edition, ta
give a corre&t extra&t from the report of thie Com.
miflioners for Naval Revifion, rcfpeé’t'in:g their
opinfon as to the fhips of the enemy carrying their
lower-deck ports higher out of the water than thofe
built in this country; which in juftice to them he
has inferted. — Sce p. 11,






A LETTER, &ec.

MY LORD,
IN making this addrefs to your Lordfhip, I have

not the remoteft intention of entering® into a
controverfy with you in confequence of yb.ur letter
to My. Perceval ; to which I fhould feel n;yfelf very
unequal in every refped, even if the ground of the
difference of opinion between us on the fubjeét
was much wider than itis. In truth that difference
is more in degree than in fubftance, for if a new
Naval Arfenal muft be provided to the eaftward,
I am perfuaded a better fituation than Northfleet
cannot be found ; from its eafy accefs to the Nore,

and being free from the difficulties of the upper
part of the river.

Some explanation is, however, neceffary for my
prefuming to addrefs you on a matter out of the line
of my general purfuits in public bufinefs, efpecially

B upon
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upon one on which you have had opportunities that
could not efcape you in official ﬁtluatiens, of inform-
ing yourfelf to the beft advantage: and I cannot
hope to be excufed for doing fo ona better ground
than by ftating, that after laft Chtiftmas Mr. Per-
ceval fent to me in the country an abftra&t of the
15th Report of the Commiffioners for Naval
Revifion, made for the purpofe of drawing his
attention to the feveral points in it, whish were
conceived to be the moft important for his con-
fideration. Unwilling to withhold the paper from
others infinitely more likely to give ufeful advice
upon it than myfelf, I fent it back by the return
of the poft, and in a few days afterwards com-
municated to him the following obfervations.
Having then recently confidered moft attentively
the cxtent to which our expenditure had grown,
I will fair]ly own, I made them under the influence
‘of a firm perfuafion of the abfolute neceffity of
‘reducing that in every praticable way not incon-
filtent ‘with our fafety: and I think it defirable to
give thefe fuggeftions in the ftate they were offered
at the time, to avoid as carefully as I can even the,

appearance of going out of my way to differ with

your Lordthip.
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, Cuffnells, January 6th 1810.
. If it gould be fatisfaCtorily proved,.that there is
an indifpenfable neceﬂity, or even a prefling urgency,
for the Nava]l Arfenal at Northfleet to the extent
propofed, the amount of the expence likely to
sattend it fhould not, I think, prevent the adoption
of the meafure; becaufe unqueftionably the main-
tenance of our naval fuperiority muft be paramount
to all other confiderations whatever. But on the
other hand it may fafely be aflerted, that there has
been no period in our hiftory when thark exifted
ftronger reafons for carefully avoiding evéry charge

not effentially neceffary for the fafety of the country.

It is therefore incumbent on thofe who are moft
immediately intrufted with the public purfe, to
examine with the moft diligent attention any plan
that may be propofed, which is likely o occafion
a confiderable expenditure; and it can convey no
refleGion on the diftinguithed Nobleman at the
head of the Commiffion for Naval Revifion, than
whom I know not a man more eminent for fkill
«in naval matters, or more to be refpeéte& for
unbiafled integrity and unremitting zeal in the
public fervice, or on the other commiffioners, to

"B2 fuppofe
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fuppofe it poffible in this inftance, that they may
not have been aware of the infinite importance
of. fuch an examination. "Under a ftrong im-
preflion- of the great utility of the mealure,
they have very naturally brought forward every
confideration likely to influence the minds of

others.

What the coft of the whole of the works pro-
pofed at Northfleet would be, is, I think, not ftated
in the abridged account extrated from the report ;
but the expe&ation held out by the commiffioners
cannot have been much lefs than 6,000,000, as
they fay that the expence of the meafure will be
compenfated by the favings in the firft fifteen years,
amounting to 5,900,0c0l.; and cenfidering how
infinitely the real charge exceeds the eftimate in all
cafes of this fort, it is not likely that the whole
work, with the extenfive fortifications neceflary for
its defence, in'a fituation more expofed than Chat-
ham, would be completed for a fum lower than
10,000,000l ; for whatever difference of opinion
has prevailed about fortifications, there never was
one expreflcd by any authority againft effetual
protetion for our great Naval Arfenals. Fhe fum

above.
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above-mentioned will therefore not be thought an
extravagant gonjetture ; for which taxes muft be

found to'produce nearly 620,00¢l. a-yéar.

The advantages that would attend the introdution
of the ufe ol mechanical powers to perform work
in our dock yards, now dene by the hands of men,
are unqueftionable; and it has long been a matter
of furprize to me that it has not been much earlier
confidered, how far that was pralticable in the
prefent yards ; as we have feen mechanig_al.;ngines,
cfpecially thofe worked by fleam, appliad.for the
abridgment of labour in almoft every private efta-
blithment of magnitude in the kingdom; by the
ufe of which the articles manufattured have not
only been furnithed at a much lefs expence, but
have been improved in quality.  The convenience
and ccconomy of railways, for carts, &¢. to move

in, is equally evident.

I am ready to make an admiffion alfo to the pro-
jeers of the plan (without knowing the fat), that
great advantage would be derived from building all
the large fhips of war, and making the whole of

the cordage, and perhaps the anchors, in His Ma-
B3 jefty’s
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jefty’s yards; but I am inclined to think it would
by no means be advifable to introduce manufac-
tures of canvas there, about which I fhall fay more

before 1 finifh this paper.

That the attainment of the objes on which there
is no difference of opinion, could be infinitely better
provided for in a new Naval Arfenal of fufficient
extent than in the prefent yards, not only on ac-
count of the additional fpace that would be acquired,
but by making all the arrangements of the build-
ings moft advantageous for the application of ma-
chinery, it would be abfurd to deny ; but the point
for attentive confideration is, whether the fuperior
benefits that would be derived from the new Arfenal
are fufficient to juftify the unavoidable expence that

would be incurred.

“

Other circumftances are, however, ftated by the
commiffioners to induce the adoption of the plan.

The want of fufficient depth of water at the prefent
dock-yards; an inconvenience faid to be -
rapidly increafing.

improper fituations in which they arc placed.
2 in~
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~ infufficiency of them to maintain the navy on its
prefeat extended feale.

— want of fpace for fhips in ordinary.

— declinme of the dock-yards; the means of naval
fuperiority being thus leflened.

— neceflity for our building the large fhips of fuch
a conftruction, as to prevent their carrying
their lower-deck ports as advantageouily as
thofe of the enemy.

— diftance at which the fhips are from the yards,
which affords opportunities for%em.bezzle-

ment ; expence of craft, &c. &c..&c.

In fuch a cafe as the prefent I fhould juftly incur
the imputation of great prefumption if I were to do
more than recommend that opinions offered by men
of the higheft profeilional chara&ter, fhould be con-
fidered before a meafure which muit be attended
with a moft enormous expence is adopted.—I repeat
that it is perfec&tly natural they fhiould propofe fuch
a mealure, imprefled as thev are with its impor-
tance. The point I wifh to prefs for attention
.is, whether material parts of it cannot b.e ob-
tained in the prefent yards at a limited expence,
though not to fo great advantage as in a new Naval

B 4 Arfenal j
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Arfenal ; and whether the urgency is quite as great
for that propofed as the zeal of the commiffioners
for the improvement of the havy has induced them
to reprefent.

With refpett to laying cordage by machinery,
an highly ufeful work, and I believe the moft im-
portant of thofe propofed to be done by fteam, both
as to ceconomy and the improvement of the article ;
I have a perfett convition, formed on no light
ground, that {ufficient room may be found for it
in the prefent yards ; and in many of them it feems
probable machinery might be ereted for all the
other purpofes fuggefted except the manufaéture of
canvas.

The forming railways to a confiderable extent
cannot be difficult, though not to fo much advane
tage as if the buildings, &c. had been conftrutted

with a view to them.

The inconvenience, urged by the Commiflioners
as rapidly increafing, of an infufficiency of the
depth of water in our dock yards is a moft ferious
evil. ItisI believe not felt at Plymouth, where

thips
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thips of any draft of water can enter the harbour and
be docked; and equal convenience has been afforded
i)y. modern improvements, as farasrefpec.‘ls the docks
at Portfmjouth; at the latter it is not the depth of water
in the dgﬁks, br in the harbour, that is complained
of, but the bar near the fpit at the entrance of the
harbour :—an inconvenience, I admit, nearly as great
as fhallow water in the docks or harbour would be,
unlefs it can be removed ; the practicability of which
has probably not efcaped attention; otherwife it
certainly ought to be confidered.—At S_bee.g‘nefs no

fhip larger than one of 64 guns can be daecked, but
at Chatham firft rates may be takenin. The objec-

tions to the yards at Woolwich and Deptford arife
principally from the want of water in one or two of
the reaches above Gravefend, Erith in particular *.

* As high as Long Reach, veflcls of any draft of water may
be navigated with perfeét fafety; but fhips of great draft
are lightened there, and wait for Ipring tides before they
go higher up.  The large Indiamen draw 23 or 24 feet, within
a few inches of a feventy-four gun fhip. The depth of water
in the ftream of the Thames continues nearly the fame, (though
the fhores are covered with mud) by the exertions of she Tri-
- nity Houfe, who take up above 300,000 tons of gravel yearly
from the bed of the river, but the colleion of mud there is
about equal to that: in particular fpots, however, I believe
the depth has been fomewhat improyed.

And
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And here may arife two queltions for confideration,
1ft. Whether the fhoal in Erith Reach can be re-
moved, and at what expence; and, 2dly. If that
fhould be found impra&icable or too expenfive,
what the charge would be of making a cut from
Purfleet to Blackwall, fufficiently deep for fhips of
the largeft draft of water to pafs through. The
latter queftion is the more important, as it is of
great conlequence to the trade of the capital, as
well as to the naval yards in the river ; fuch a cut
has been in contemplation, and if it could be under-
takén, it ds probable the expence either of that, or
of deepening Erith Reach, might be defrayed by a
charge on the trade of the port, which would be
compenfated by the faving arifing from avoid-
ing delays, frequently very expenfive and inconve-
nient : in either of which cafes the yards of Wool-
wich and Deptford might perhaps be enlarged and

rendered more ufeful.

The confideration next in importance to the ob-
taining degper water at the entrance of Portfmouth
Harbour and in Erith Reach, is the capacity of the .
prefent Yards for the building and equipment of
fhips for the navy; having already referred to the

prac-
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praticability of ere@ling machinery in them. In
this part of the fubjed it is proper to take notice of
the' obfervations of thes Commiffioners, “as ftated in

the abridgement * of the Report, rcfpeéting < the

¢ neceflity which unfortunately exifts, of not giving

¢ the large fhips fufficient depth of hold to enable

® them to carry their ports fo high out of the

¢ water as the fhips of our encmics; owing to

¢ which the large fhips of France and Spain are

* Since the publication of the firft edition,-I h§ve been
favoured with the following corre@ extract from the report of
the commiffioners ; which I think it right to give in their own
words :—¢ In addition to the difadvantages arifing from the
¢ want of a fufficient depth of water in the Royal harbours,
¢ there is another which we cannot ftate in more forcible terms
¢ than the Navy Bouard did in a letter of the gth of November
¢ 1806 to the fecretary of the admiralty, as follows: <« We
*¢ muft beg you will be pleafed to draw their Lordfhips’ at-
¢ tention to the want of the depth of water imethe feveral
¢« King’s ports : this confideration has prevented our giving the
¢ fhips more depth, as we could not but be aware (even with-
¢ out the examples of the many Irench fhips which have been
¢ taken,) that increafed depth of hold would giv- the fhips
¢ mor. ftability, and enable them to carry their ports higher,
¢« provid d they are not loaded with increafed weights. <If the
¢ fhips of the firlt and fecond rates be deepened generally, the
s¢ difficulty of docking them, and laying them up in a ftate of

¢ ordinary, muft be increafed.”

¢t frequently
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‘¢ frequently cnabled to ufe their lower-deck guns

¢ at a time when the lower-deck ports of our large

¢ fhips are under watcr, 2nd the guns rendered
‘¢ incapable of being brought to becar upon the

« enemy.”

On reading what the Commiflioners fay oa
thefe points, without the remotcft intention, I am
perfuaded, of exaggeration; but infenfibly carried
away by their zeal for improvements, a perfon
quite new to the fubject would be difpofed to
think that no endeavours had been uled for making
improvements in our Naval Arfenals, to keep pace
with the increafe of our navy: whereas at Portl-
mouth alone, 23 acres have been added fince the
end of the feven years’ war in 1763 ; that yard
now containing 100 acres; in the new part of
which are flips for building three fhips of the largeft
fize, and two for fmall fhips. In Sheernefs yard
fome additions have been lately made, the extent of
which I do not krow ; nor am I apprized of what
improvements have been lately made at Chatham, but
thofé at Plymouth have been very complete. With
thecertain knowledge, however, of the verycxtenfive
improvements at Portfmouth, of fome at Sheernefs,

and
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and obferving no negle& at Woolwich and Deptford,
’ I am not awane of what the Co'nmlﬁioners allude to,
when they fpeak of tHe decline of the dock yards,
and the means of our naval {uperiority being leflened;
efpecially, as the additional convenicnce at Portl-
mouth, provided within the laft 4o years, is not
confined to building fhips. The great bafin there has
been deepened and enlarged; the middle dock,
fouth dock, and fouth eaft dock, in the great bafin,
made new; the four jetties have been enlarged ;
the north bafin deepened and enlarged ; the ,;:hannel
leading to the bafin formed into a dock for %rigates,
and the entrance formed into a lock for receiving
a fhip occafionally. 'When it is confidered likewife,
that within the Jfame period, the coppering our men
of war has come into general ufe, which prolongs
the time very confiderably during which they can
continue afloat without being docked, the provifion

made for docking them fhould be reckoned as two
or three fold.

Difficult as I find it to underftand the allufion of
the Commiflioners to the decline of our dock yards,
I am equally unfortunate as to the comparative ad-

vantage
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vantage (in the opinion of the Commiffioners) in the
conftru&tion of the fhips of the enery over thofe
built in this country, with “refpet to their bein.g
able to ufe their lower tier of guns, when the lower-
deck ports of our fhips are under water ; which I
am perfuaded arifes from my ignorance in pro-
feflional matters. It will be feen in the following
inftances (not felected for the purpofe), that the
attual heighth of the lower-deck ports in our fhips
is about the fame as in thofe of the enemy: and
if the greater draft of water gives additional ftiffnefs
to a fhip when it blows frefh, and fo enables her to
fight her lower guns better, even in that cafe the
additional draft of the fhips of the enemy above

ours Is inconfiderable.

Of firft-rates I have not the means of making a
comparifen between the French and ours; I believe
indeed we have not now a French fhip of this clafs
in commiffion ; but the Spaniards have long been
fuppofed to build as fine fhips of war as the French;
with thofc the comparifon ftands thus ; a Spanifth
and an Englifh fhip of the fame clafs, are lying
along-fide each other at Spitheud at this time :

Britifh



- "Height of midfhip ports
out of the water.
Feet. Inches.
Britith.® Caledonia 120Gus ‘5 6
‘Spanifh.  San Jofeph ~« 114 Guas 5 6

Of third-rates we can make the comparifon
between the Englifh and French.

Height above the

midthip port.
Fect. Inches,
Britith.  Milford 74 Guns 5 4
Revenge 5 3
Ajax —_— 5 It
Majeftic 5 10
French, Tigre * 74 Guns 4 “3%
Impetucux ‘4 Yo
Implacable —_— 5% 8L
Donegal —_— 5 4

It having been thus fhewn that the enemy has no
advantage in the heighth of the lower-deck ports
above the water, it remains to be confidered whether
there is fuch a difference in the conftrution, oc¢ca-
fioning an increafcd draft of water, as tq, create a

neceflity for a new dock-yard on that account.

X.oad Draft of Water.
Feet. Inches.

Britith.  Caledonia 120 Guns 26 o
Milford 74 24 6
Revenge 74 24 6°

* This French fhip, drawing the moft water of any in the
fame clafs, appcars to carry her lower-deck ports nearer to the
water than the others.

Ajax



Loud Draft of Water.

‘ ’ Fcet, Inches.
Ajax 74 Guns ¢ 23 3
Majettic 74 23 9
Foreign. San Jofeph 114 27 1
Tigre * 74 25 4
Impetueux 74 ' 24 O
Implacable 74 24 O
Donegal 74 24 4

Hence it appears that the greateft difference in the
draft of water is in a firft rate 13 inches, and not
more in moft of the third-rates; in fome cales in
the latter no difference can be infifted on.

1 am qext led to advert to provifion being made
for laying up fhips in ordinary in time of peace;
of which I admit the neceflity ; but a queftion upon
this naturally arifes, Whether in confequence thereof
the incurring the heavy expence of making wet
docks or bafins of fufficient capacity for the purpofe,
is unavoidable ? Or whether fpace may not be found
in the vicinity of the prefent dock yards? In con-
fidering which, when it is admitted that a bafin is
much more conventent than a river for laying up

fhips, as the expence of moorings and boats are

* This French fhip, drawing the moft water of any in the

fame clafs, appears to carry her lower-deck ports nearer to the
water than the others. '

thereby
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thereby faved, and the fhips are in a ftate of quiets
nefls, it muft at the fame tirhe be recolie&ted, that
the danger’ from accidental fire, or the deftruion
by an incendiary, or from a bombardmerit, is much
greater in the former than in the latter fituation.
I have underftood that in the Medway, at leaft double
the number of fhips may be moored than ever were
laid up there, as there is fufficient depth of water
for them between Gillingham and Standgate Creeks
and in the latter I was informed, when laft there,
moorings might be laid down for eight or ten, as
the Lazarette on fhore is nowin ufe. In £hg éouth-
hampton river, emptying itfelf into the fea within
the Ifle of Wight, and confequently fmooth water,
thereisa fpace above Calfhot Caftle of nine miles, in
a great part of which, moorings might be laid down
for large fhips. In the Hamble rivér, emptying itfelf
into the Southampton river, there is a fpace of four
miles between Burfledon (where 74 gun fhips are
built,) and the mouth of it, equally convenient for
fhipsof a fmaller fize; and in the Beaulieu river,clofe
to the Southampton water, there is a confiderable
fpace between Buckler’s Hard (where alfo 74 gun
fhips are built) and the mouth of the river. Of ad-
ditional accommodation in the neighbourhood of

c Plymouth
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Plymouth I cannot fpeak confidently, but I have
been aflured that it may be obtained in different

branches of the Tamar.

Without deciding upon the comparati’ve advan-
tages and rifks between fhips being laid up in bafins,
and their lying at moorings in fafe harbours,
and ftill rivers, it may be obferved, that the latter
practice has prevailed from the earlieft period of our
naval hiftory; and we have not heard of mifchiefs

refulting from it.

The argument ufed by the Commiflioners, of our
prefent ports being on a lee-fhore, as applying to
Portfmouth and Plymouth, can have reference only
to the Arfenals being on the moft inconvenient fides
of the harbours, becaufe the oppofite fhores of the
Channel belong to the enemy ; which circumftance
may make it a little more inconvenient for fhips to
get out of the harbours, but can occafion no ma-
terial delay : and however prevalent the wind from
the weftward is, I believe it does not often happen that
a fhip could go down the Channel from a French,.
when fhe could not do fo from an Englifh pert on
the oppofite coalt ; butif I am miftaken about that,

K
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it would not affe& the prefent queftion for the reafon
above-mentxoned Applymg the objettion to a lee-
{hore, to the extent of preferring one fide of the
river Thames to the other on that ground, feems

.l . .
to be prefling it very far; but this is not worth
entering upon.

The obfervations on the inconveniénce and lofs
arifing from the fhips neceffarily lying at a diftance
from the dock yards, to take in their flores, which
affords opportunities for embezzlement,.mv;t apply
principally to Deptford and Woolwich. At all the
other yards the fhips lie within a trifling diftance from
the jettics and wharfs*; and even at thofe in the
river I apprehsand all the finall ftores of the Boat-
fwain, Gunner and Carpenter, fuch I mcan as are
capable of being plundered, might be put on board
clofe to the yards without bringing theefhip down
oneinchin the water; and the delay of delivering the
remainder in Long Reach, cannot be confiderable,

unlefsin very bad weather, as the Hoy which carries

* At Portfmouth the fhoal-water at the entrance of the
harbour does not prevent the large fhips from taking in their

heavy ftores clofe to the yards; although their guns may not
be taken in till they get to Spithead.

c 2 them
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them will always get down in one tide. The expence
of employing craft on fuch fervice, ftated by the
Cqmmiﬁioners, appears to be too trifling to defcrve
attention.

The fituation of the yards of Port{mouth and
Plymouth, it is conceived, are as good as can be
found for channel or foreign fervice, except Fal-
mouth ; where at fome time it may be defirable to-
provide convenience for making that harbour a
rendczvous for line-of-battle fthips, wliich, I believe,
might be. donc at a very moderate expence. To
this place, however, I am aware objections have ‘been
made ; applying to the narrownefs of the road for
mooring fhips of the linc in fafety ; to their getting
out with the wind from fouth-caft to fouth; and to
the danger from the Manacle rocks, which lie about
feven or eight miles from the harbour’s mouth.
To all which I have in iy pofleflion an{wers which
appear to me to be perfeétly fatisfaCtory ; and I have
likewife a lift of 656 fhips and veflels in His Majefty’s
fervice, of which 69 were of the line and 83
frigate:s, that arrived at, and failed from Falmouth,
from 1805 to 1808, without an accident having

happened to any one of them. In the latter part
of



( 2r )
of Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration, gnquiries were made by
{kilful mepn as’to the ufe that might be made of this
port; and the refult eftablifhed the certainty that
it might *be rendered highly advantageous to the

naval {ervice of the country.

Chatham and Sheernefs are well fituated for the
North Sca, as to equipment; in the former of
which large thips may be built and reccive thorough
repairs ; and thofe in the river are ufed for byilding
large fhips, and giving thorough repairs <o fzigates.
If the.arfenal at Northfleet fhould be ereéttd, I ap-
prehend its principal ufe (exclufive of containing the
fhips in ordinary,) muft be to fupply the defe&ts of
the eaftern yards; it cannot anf{wer for docking
and fitting fhips for the weftward, on account of the
length of time ufually occupied in fhips going from
the Nore to Spithead or Plymouth, for .which dif-

ferent winds are neceflary *
‘When

* It is not improbable that a fhip might go from Plymouth
to the Weft Indies, while one was getting from Gravefehd to
Plymouth ; the fuppofition is not extravagant in the cafe
of a large man of war : the advantage of the weftern ports for
dacking, fmall repairs and fitting, for all fervices except the
North Seas, is therefore incontrovertible, A fleet failed from

Portfs
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‘When the Commiffioners fay-that a fhip may
make that paffage with any wind, they muft mean,
I fuppofe, as far as the Downes, and that only
in moderate and fettled weather, (not much to be
relied on in the winter feafon,) owing to the intri-
cacy of the navigation : from the Downes they cannot
go down the Channel with a wefterly wind.

I come next to fome pofitions of the Commif-
fioners, on which I am under a confiderable dif-
advantage, as the ground on which they reft is not
ftated in the Abftract.

1. That fhips will be fitted in the new yard in half

the time, and at half the expence now incurred,

2. The mode of returning the ftores would enable
them to be ufed again; which at prefent i¢ feldom
the cafe.-

Portfmouth for forcign fervice, the fame day that Colonel
Crawfurd failed with the force under his command to South
America, from Falmouth ; and accounts were received from
him to the fouthward of the Line, on the fame day that the
Portfmouth {quadron failed from Plymouth ; which port only
they could reach, while the other cinfled the Line, and a fhip
came from there to this country. This will appear the lefs
furprizing, if the prevalence of wefterly winds in the Channel is
confidered,

On
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On thefe two points it would be unfit to make any.
comment, tille the reafons in fupport of them fhall
be feen in the Report * I will only fay i in the mean
time, thaeI fhould think it difficult for much greater
expedition to be ufed, than I have been an eye-wit-
nefs of at Portfmouth.

3. Officers would be fooner fet free when fhips are
paid off. — A fhip being unrigged in a bafin, might
be ftripped in a few days lefs, and the ftores
returned fooner than in a harbour; but at Portf-
mouth there is a bafin which would contain 45 many

fhips.as are likely to be paid off at once.”

Thus far for the advantages expefted to be
derived to the "navy from the new Naval Arfenal,
The faving to be effefted by it is eftimated at
5,900,000l, in the firft 15 years, and an equal fum
in every 15 years afterwards; to arife frdom—

Building fhips in the King’s yards, inftead g
of by contra&s with private builders, 2,550,000
By making cordage and canvas 3,320,000
£ 5,900,000

The particulars in fupport of this eftimate are
probably detailed m the Report; I will, therefore,
c 4 fuppofe
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fuppofe the amount accurately ftated in the paper
fent. to me. But in that cafe it weuld not be im
my mind, as at prefent adviled, an inducement_to
atiopt the propofed meafure; becaufe I believe if
workmen could be found, there is fufficient accom-

modation in the King’s yards for building the requi-
fite number of fhips.

The Commiffioners fay that the number of thips
of the line and of 50 guns, includiﬂg thofebuiltinthe
King’s :yards, Merchants’ yards, and taken from the
enemy in the 18 years previous to this Report, which
were fufficient to carryournavy to its then flourithing
ftate, amounted to 106, equal to about fix in a year,
and as we have 20 {lips in the prefent dock-yards for
thips of the line, the whole number neceffary might
be built in thofe, allowing each to be more than
three years in hand, which muft be admitted to
be a reafonable time for feafoning. If there are
not alréady fufficient flips in the King’s yards for
frigates, I fuppofe more may be provided. How far
it would be praticable to get a fufficient ftrength' of
artificers for carrying on the whole of the new work,
and for the repairs of the navy; or if that could be
accomplithed, how far it would be prudent to engage

fo
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fo much larger a number than could be employed in
_ peace, 1 wxllmot take upon me to fay. 1 remem-
ber ‘when the Pegafe’ was taken by Lord St. Vin-
cent in «781, it was reported that fhe was built
in 70' days. 'That was perhaps not true; mnor, if
true, is it meant to fuggeft that it would be ex-
pedient to attempt to follow fuch an example; as
I have always underftood that one certain advan-
tage-of building in the King’s yards, is, that from
the length of time the fhips are ufually on the
ftocks, the timber is well feafoned, in confeq\.;ence of
which they continue longer ferviceable than thofe
built more quickly in merchants’ yards.

The faving on Cordage might be made in the
prefent yards, nearly, if not quite, to the whole
extent, as in the new Arfenal; if I am right in fup-
pofing that machinery for that articlee might be
ereted in thefe.

"To the expediency of introducing a manufa&ory
for Canvas in a Naval Arfenal, already alluded to
generally, there feems to be ferious objections ; and
the faving (if any) may be at lealt as well effeted

by
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i)y the public eftablifhing one or more *, under
fuperintendants of its own, in the moft convenient
fituations that can be found.” The introduétion into
&ards of great numbers of men, women~and chil-
dren, who muft be employed in fuch a .manufac-
tory, would alone be a great cvil ; and to prevent
mifchief therefrom, much of the time of the fupe-
rior officers would be taken up, interfering with
their more important avocations of building, repair-
ing, &c.

You will judge how far thefe obfervations are
entitled to confideration ; I never till now heard the
meafure {poken of, except loofely as one to which it
might be expedient at fome time or other to refort ;
no other reafon occurred to me, therefore, againft it,
except its enormous expence. In fuch a cafe, the
arguments in fupport of an opinion, formed ta a
certain extent, without a due examination, fhould
be fcrutinized with at leaft the fame feverity
as thofe ftated in fupport of one, conceived by

# Such manufaltures might afford excellent employment in
the naval fchools, which I have long felt anxiogs for the eftab-
lifament of.

5 the
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the party propofing it to be of great utilit;i

without having duly reﬂe&éd on all the difficulties
attendant on its adoption. Many of mine may be
found ta be erroneous or irrelevant. I feel my
inferiority of judgment on the fubje@ to that of
the framers of the Report very ftrongly, and moft
unaffe@tedly : more efpecially as it is faid to be
fupported by the authority of feveral gentlemen of
the very higheft refpectability, (two of whom I have
the good fortune to know perfonally) but who may
perhaps have had in view only the ,beﬂ::poﬂible
arrangements for a Naval Arfenal, without \.weighing
concomitant circumftances *. With the fenfe of their
fuperiority ftrongly impreffed on my mind, T ftill feel
that fome fa&ts which I have ftated defe:'ve confide~
ration ; becaufe I am confident that fteam-engines
may be applied in the prefent yards with great advan-
tage to many purpofes, fuch as the making cordage,
to the fawing of timber, rolling and forging copper
and iron, working the cranes, and perhaps for other
ufes. The fpaces which they would occupy, would

certainly, in moft cafes, be much lefs than is now

% Mr, Repnie, Mr. Huddart, Mr. Mylne, Mr. Jeflop, and
Mr, Whidbey,

taken
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taken up by the mode in which the different articles
are manufaCtured. Under which ~«conviction, r_f
that fhall be admitted to be corret by éompetgant
judges, I am quite fure the meafure in contempla-
tion fhould not be propofed to Parliament, till 2
careful furvey of each yard, as it now ftands, fhall
be taken, in order to afcertain what improvements
can be made in them refpettively; on which
furveys, well-digefted defigns may be prepared for

the future probable incrcafe of the improvements ;

~ {o that as the prefent buildings fhall decay, or may

be gradually taken down, new may be crefted in
fuch fituations as, in the end, to render the whole

complete.

. The expence of fuch furveys would be incon-
fiderable, and one year only would be loft. If the
refult fhould be a complete adoption of the North.
fleet plan, the perfon propofing it would go to Par-
liament with a much better fan¢tion than the recom-

- mendation of the CommifTioners for Naval Revifion,

highly refpeltable as their authority is. The
throwing down great and extenfive buildings in
two dock-yards, as propofed, which have been

ereCted at an immenfe expence, and fetting up
others
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others on a new fpot of grou.nd even if the charge
to be incurred fhould be only one half of what has
been -ftated, would futely require much delibera-
tion, if the refources of the country were as abun.
dant as they ever were. Of thefe I do ‘not mean
to fpeak with defpondency; with proper manage-
ment I am perfuaded they will carry us through
all our difficulties, whatever their duration may be.

I have not entered on the queftion alluded to
by the Commiffioners, refpefting the c_omp:arative
ceconomy between tafk-work and day-pay,, becaufe,
as far as the former can be adopted, it may be as
eafily done in the old yards as in a new one.

The only other point touched upon in‘ the
abftrad, and that but flightly, relates to Milford
Haven ; but as the building fhips there is {uggefted,
I cannot refift recommending that fome enquiry
may be made beforc any eftablithment is fixed for
that purpofe; the convenience of fuch a one can
hardly arife from an abundance of timber in the
neighbo'ux:hood; as I remember to have heard, that
by far the greater part ufed for the conftrution
of the Milford of 74 guns built there, was fup-

- S plied
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plied fromthe foreft of Dean; which would otherwife
have been carried to His Majefty’s yard at Plymouth.
As a port for thips of war td refort to, excepta few
on the Irifh ftation, Ifuppofe it has feldom been ufed,
unlefs by ihips putting in accidentally.

I well remember the late Mr. Greville labouﬁng
inceffantly during twelve ycars to obtain a naval efta-

blifhment there; but he failed in that, though he
fucceeded in two other fchemes for the benefit of

.the port; in one of the cafes, at a great and ufelefs

expence to the public. A ftrong folicitation was
urged even to make it a tobaeco port, notwith-
ftanding its extreme inconvenience in point of
fituation for importing and exporting, and that-
there is but little home-trade near it.

If thefe.very fuperficial remarks, haftily made, fhall
tontribute in any degree towards inducing you to
confider the whole fubje& attentively, and to avail
yourfelf, without delay, of the beft advice you can
obtain as to the pratticability of improvements in
the 'prefent yards, and the extent to which thefe
can be carried, I fhall think my time has not been
il employed.
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. 'THESE were the obfervations made to Mr. Per.
ceval at the inftant of my’ reading the paper fent
‘<0 me byshim; and agknowledging as'I do, that
thére is much force in your Lordfhip’s ftatements,
and in t};e arguments in fupport of them, I am
compelle:i to fay that if I had been fo fortunate as
to have had the benefit of thofe, when writing to
the firft lord of the treafury, I fhould ftill have
endeavoured to prefs on his mind the expediency
of having the fulleft pofiible information refpetting
the improvements which may be made ‘in the
prefent vards, before any thing fhould .bé done
at Northfleet * ; becaufe without that a proper
judgment cannot be formed of the extent to
which the new work, if decided on, fhould
be carried ; and an ufelefs expence might other-
wife be incurred by its being begun on a larger
fcale than might ultimately be deemed neceffary ;—
for fuch an enquiry, men more competent than
thofe mentioned by your Lordfhip cannot be found
in this country, nor I believe in the world}. Itis

» Even for the works neceffary for a dock-yard, as fuggefted
in p. 47, in your Lordfhip’s letter,
+ See p. 27, of this tra&.

true
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true that thefe gentlemen, or fome of them, have
already examined the dock yards, buf not for the
purpofe to which I endeavoured to dire&t Mr. Per.
ceval’s atteqtion. The immediate obje&, I think,
thould be to have corrc& furveys made of each
yard as it now is, that it may be afcertained what
fteam-engines can be erefted, and other improve-
ments made for the works to which they are fuited
in the dock-yards; and that they may be arranged
in fuch a manner, as to admit of their benefits
being extended, as the further increafe of the yards

may require.

With the aid of fuch furveys, well digelted
defigns for the future enlargement of the Arfenals
may be prepared, with a view to their gradual im-
provement, fo that as the prelent buildings decay,
new ones may be ereéted in fuch fituations as in the
end may render the whole complete ; from the want
of which, I am afraid fome of the buildings lately
ereted in the dock-yards, have not been placed to
the beft advantage.

" It was an alarm at the expence of the under-

taking, that led me to ftep out of my line, to fub-
mit
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mit advice to Mr, Perceval,, Concurring with your
Lordfhip, as1 do entirely, ¢ that the ¢ountry can
"¢ never be ferved by a government of uncon-
¢ trouled departments,” I thought it important
that he fhould .fatist:y himfelf of the necefity of an
immenfe expence being incurred, before he fhould
give his fan&tion to it; for which I was the more
anxious, under a convi&ion, not fhaken I muft con-
fefs by any thing in your Lordfhip’s letter, that the
favings to meet the charge, or in diminution of it,
will be extremeiy inconfiderable. The eftimate, as
already noticed, is nearly 6,000,000l ; rrothing is
included in that for defence ; and notwithftanding
your Lordfhip’s remarks on the tritenefs of the
obfervation refpecting the aGual expence generally
cxceeding the eftimate, and your reference to the
works lately executed by private companies in the
river, I am perfuaded the arfenal would not be
finifhed for any thing like that fum; and that I was
guilty of no exaggeration, when I fuggefted to
Mr. Perceval the probability of an expenditure of
10,000,000l., including the extenfive fortifications
that would be requifite for it’s defence ; without
taking any thing into the calculation for the troops
to be employed in them, |

D If
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If I am right in fuppofing that all the machinery
neceflary for the feveral purpofes watited, may be
erefted in the prefent yards, and that there are flips
fufficient in them for building all the line-of-battle
thips, the articles of faving will be reduced to the
doubtful one of building frigates and fmaller veflels ;
the mooring chains, and the charge for the men in
ordinary, whofe wages would be faved by the fhips
being in a bafin, inftead of in a river or harbour.
Some mifconception muft have prevailed, 1 think,

“about the plunder of ftores; no new proteltion againit
which at he great ports of out-fit has been thought
of. In the inftances your Lordfhip mentions of eight
months’ fea ftores having been confumed before the
fhips left the Nore, the grofs corruption of the’
officers muft have been notorious, and it muft be
hoped was moft feverely punithed, as a warning
to deter fuch manifeft delinquency in others

On

* This fa& furely deferves a moft minute invefligation, to
have it afcertained whether the ftores alluded to were aGtually
plundered, or were articles that had been worked up for the
fhip’s ufe ; this is the more important, as the charge refers
to more than one cafe. Mr. Colquhoun, whofe authority is
quoted, ftates the plunder of ftores in the yards at Portfmouth,

Plymouth
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On eftimating the favipg arifing from a great
aumber of fhips of the line being laid up in a bafin,
fomé allowance fhould be made for the charge to
be incurted for keeping it in repair. Other confi-
derations, ind;ed, of a much higher nature, thould
alfo not efcape attention ; to which I have flightly
alluded in my paper to Mr. Perceval, namely, the
danger of fire from accident*, or from an incen-
diary; nor fhould we exclude from our mind
attempts that may be made by an enterprizing
enemy, induced thereto by the hope of deftroying a
large part of our navy at once; as he witl now be

able, unfortunately, to colle&t an immenfe force

Plymouth, and Chatham at 700,000l a year ; and as he fup-
pofes the value of thofe in the former to be greater in amount.
than the other two, his eftimate of the plunder at Port{fmouth
alone muft be ncarly 400,000l. annually ! where now, at leaft,
there is as much vigilance as in any merchant’se warehoufe.
And in the Thames, he mentions fome river-pimies weighing a
thip’s anchor off Retherhithe, in the night, with whjch, and
a abhole cable, they alually rowed away in the prefence of
the captain (who, with his crew, had been afleep while the
operation was going on), telling him what they had done, and

withing him a good morning ! .

* If it is intended that no fires fhall be allowed in the fhips,
to guard againft accidents, barracks muft be built and kept in
vepair, for the officers and men who have the care of the thips
to refide in ; refpeéting the expence of which fome conjeGture

may now be formed.



¢ 36 )
oppofite to the mouth pf the Thames, and within

24 or 3o hours fail from it, with one ‘wind.

+ Having ftated as concifely as I could my reafons
for thinking that an enormous éxpence fhould not
be incurred, for a new naval arfenal to the extent
propofed, I am ready to admit, that the mecans of
offenfive operations France has acquired, by the
energy with which it has eftablifhed an immenfe
arfenal at Antwerp, and by the acquifition of all
the ports of Holland, we may probably be com-
pelled to keep a much larger number of linc-of-
battle fhips conftantly to the eaftward, than nave
hitherto been found neceflary; in which cafe the
prefent Eaftern Docks may not be found adequate
for repairing and refitting the fleets to be employed
in thofe feas, with a fufficient degree of expcdition,
fo as effeCtually to fupply the deficiency of the
yards at Chatham and Sheernefs for that fervice.
But I {hll feel confident, that, beforc the larger or
the narrower fcale is finally decided on, an accurate
furvey of the prefent yards thould be made, and that
detailed plans for their improvement fhould be

given*

® J am aware of the opinion of' the Commiffioners for
Naval Revifion, quoted in p. 28, of the Letter, and of the
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When your Lordfhip obferves, ¢ that fome
enlarggmeflts have been made toe the - yards
.within the fpace of time I am fpeaking -of
¢ (that is from the reign of Henry VIIL to the
“ prefen"t year), and that fome few docks and flips
¢ have been added, and fome ftorehoufes built,
¢ but that the additions have by no means kept
¢ pace with the augmentations of our navy,” you
hardly do juftice to thofe who have prefided in our
naval departments for nearly three centuries. An.
derfon, in his Hiftory of Commerce, fays: & How
¢ myuch thefe dock-yards, ftorehoufes, &c. '(in Kent)
¢ have been increafed and improved fince Camden’s
¢ time, and even fince the firlt edition of Bifhop
¢ Gibfon’s Additions in 1692, would require a
¢ volume fully to defcribe : and there are cnlarge-
“ ments, as well as very ufcful and beautiful im-
¢ provements, conftantly making to thole places,
¢ and alfo to the two famous ports of Portfmouth
¢ and Plymouth.””—Your Lordthip indeed .ﬁates,

reference to the Reports of Meflis. Jeffop and others, in ;) 29.’
but it is the report of {uch civil engineers, and detailed plans
from a&ual furveys, that I wifh the Minifter to be in
poffeflion of, after the attention of thofe gentlemen fhall bave
been called to the precife point in view.

that
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that the latter was formed in the reign of King
William ; aud I have already obferved .;;hatl. fince the,
end of the feven years’® war, the yard at the former
has been enlarged more than one-third ; and addi-
tions made in it of feveral docks, bafins, “and very
extenfive ftorehoufes, with other very confiderable
improvements. With the modern additions and
improvements in fome of the other yards I am not fo
well acquainted, but I believe they have been exten-
five. ¥ mecafures have not been taken for deepening
the water at the bar near the fpit, at the entrance of
the harbour at Portfmouth, and for increafing the
back-water to prevent the future increafe of the bar,
no more time I think fhould be loft in attempting
works of fuch infinite importance ; unlefs they have

been deemed impracticable by competent judges.

The ufe of Northfleet, as a port of out-fit, would
be confined to the equipment of the fhips employed
to the eaftward ; for thofe on channel and foreign
fervice it could not be rendered ferviceable, on
account of its diftance, and the prevalence of the
wind in the fouth-weft quarter during two thirds
of the year: fhips would get from the Nore (as I

obferved to Mr. Perceval) to the Downs with almoft
any
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any wind in moderate weathes * ; but there they would
be likely to bé detained frequently for many weeks,
'ir; an exti’emely bad anchorage, with the wind.at
fouth-weft or fouth-.fouth-weft ; during which time
there rﬁig’ht bea prefling urgéncy for employing them.
In the early part of the year the wind prevails from
the ealtward, which would, on the other hand, pre-
vent the fhips of the weftern and foreign fquadrons,

from getting to the river to be fitted.

Not being able to form a conjefture abgut the
nature of the plan for making the propofed arfenal
by ﬁibfcription under private management, I can
offer no opinion refpefting it; fuch a one, however,
as holds out tha profpet of the advantages of avoid-
ing the neceflity of advancing the capital and the
rifk of bad workmanfhip, enfuring at the fame time
the fpeedy completion of it, fhould not bre rejetted
on account of the novelty, or even the improbability
of its fucceeding, without full deliberation. °

I have thus, in the midft of very prefling engage-
ments in public bufinefs, ran very haftily over the

* Sce p.21, 22. of this Tra&,
feveral
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feveral points in your Lordfhip’s letter, in the hope
only of confributing towards I'atlsfymg the public of
the propriety of further enquiry, before we entibark
in an immenfe expence; fubmitting to the Judgment
of others, with great deference, the confiderations
which have occurred to me, as to the expediency,
or rather the neceflity, for the extended work, fo

earneltly recommended by your Lordfhip.

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your moft obedient, and
very humble fervant,
GEORGE ROSE.

March 1gth,
1810.

Strahan and Prefton,
Printers-Street, London
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THE

ORDERS IN COUNCIL, .

Bovo assertions, however groundless, will
often succeed in making an impression updn
the public; and, when such representatiodis
are of a complicated nature and perplexed; in-
tentionally or otherwise, it is difficult to per-
ceive, at the moment, how far, and in what
manner, they can best be refuted or exposed.
This observatign applies to the unfounded
clamour which has been raised against the
Orders in Council 3 and, to the various misre-
presentations which have been, and are still,
made upon the subject of our commercial in-
tercourse and political connection with’ the
States of America. Assertions, though repeat-
edly refuted, are, with little variation, agam
brought forward ; and, being delivered with
great confidence, may impose on those whohave
not leisure or attention to develope their fal-
lacy, or the means of forming a correct estimate
of their merits. '
Notwithstanding the able confutation,* (in
no instance either superfluous or defective),

' Ry Earls Balhéyst and Liverpool,
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which the arguments* of the advocates: for
American pretensions have already experi-

.enced ih the House of Lords, during the present
Session, these questions continue to be agitated.
It may, therefore, be useful, especially as some
new circumstances have arisen, to call the atten=~
tion of the country to a few facts, in illustration
of the justice and necessity of an adherence to
those principles of maritime and commercial
policy, which constitute the basis of our pros-
perity and pewer, and, by which alone, we
shall be enabled to bear up against those out-
rageous attacks upon our existence as a nation,
which have been instigated and directed by the
insatiable ambition, the insidious arts, and the
power, of an inveterate enemy.

That men should differ on probable results
is mot extraordinary; but, that they should
persist in endeavours to uphold doctrines, with
whatever views they were first embraced, —
that they should continue to, hazard their cre-
dit as statesmen and politicians, after it has
been ascertained, by experience and incontesti-
ble proof, that those doctrines are erroneous,
appears utterly incomprehensible.

"~ Ever since the Orders in Council were first
discussed, it has been constantly contended, by
tlle American advocates, both in and out of
Parliament, that our manufactures would be
ruined, and our commerce destroyed, by their
operation ; that our revenue would be fatally

]

# The prevailing taste for diffusive declamation, which is
now so frequently displayed in speeches of three hours and
upwards, (the whole matter of which might be much better
stated in half an hour), renders attendance in parliament, a
most scvere duty ; and essentiallyinterferes with the despatch
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reduced ; and, that they would prove of no.
effect as measures of annouyance to the enemy.
That those predictions were unfoufyded, the
experience of the last year has fully established ;
and the ohject of the following pages is, to
render that fact, {n plain words, evident to
every person who interests himself in the in-
quiry. -

.. Although the French Government had, pre.
viously to the invasion of Prussia and the oc-
cupation of Hamburgh, exerted its utmost
endeavours to prevent the ‘introduction of
British manufactures and of our colonial pro-
duce, into France and every other country
under its controul or influence, yet they. still
continued to find their way to the Continent,
where the demand for them was considerable,
though not to the extent which would have
obtained in times of peace. Even the French
themselves found it necessary to import,
through the medium of neutrals, large quan-
tities of cotton® yarn or twist, and of calicoes
and cambric-muslins, for the maintenance of
their printing works. Hence, the exportation
of our printed calicoes and cotton yarn had
progressively advanced, from the commence-
ment of the war; but, in consequence of com-
petition in the foreign markets. the export of
other cotton articles had somewhat decreased.
The Continent furnished several at a lower
rate; and., the quantity of East India goods
which, with sucli bad policy, had been suffered
to be brought to Europe, by foreign Ameri-
cans, contributed in a great degree to that de-
cline. . .
But, subsequently to the invasion of Prussia,
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and the consequent occupation of Hamburgh,
the exports from this country to the Continent
diminished ; and our trade throdgh Tonningen
and other ports in the North of Germany
ceased, a few months afterwards, except, in the
article of cotton yarn, which contitiued to be
admitted until the latter end of the year 1807.

The demand from Russia, howeves, was then
much more considerable than it had been for
many years preceding; and goods, to a large
amount, were smuggled into Holland. Early
in the summer, the French had abated their
rigour in respect to the execution of their pro-
hibitory decrees; but, our merchants wisely
distrusted the relaxation, which was only in-
tengled to deceive, and to entice them to make
more considerable consignments, which would
have been seized and confiscated,* Consider-
able quantities of hardware, cotton, woollen,
and other goods were sent to Sicily, Malta, and
even the Italian States. The greater part of
the cousignments to Malta were re-exported,
in neutral vessels, to the ports of Fiume and
Trieste, for the supply of Germany, Hungary,
&c. and to the Adriatic, the Greek Islands,
Turkey and the Levant ; where they found a
ready imarket. Towards the autumn of 1807,
that Island and Sicily afforded the chief
opehing to the Continent of Europe for our
manufactures and merchandize ; and our ex-
ports, thither, of cotton and woollen goods
exceeded that to any other "part of Europe.

® In the year 1807, upwards of one hundred sail of vessels
arrived direct from France, laden with brandy, wines, grain
and drugs, of various sorts, in considerable quantities; but
on the return of those vessels, no British manufactures or
other merchandize were sent direct to that country.
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The temporary footing which we obtained in
South Ameriea, also, conduced to the main-
tenance of our export trade, and afforded a
market for large quantities of cotton and other
goods ; and our commerce with the American
States was very*considerable during the former
part of thg year.

Thus, it will appear that, if the demand for
Btitish manufactures and merchandize from one
part of Europe declined, our exports to other
places proportionally increased¢ and, upon the
whole, the amount of our commerce, in the
year ending the 5th of January 1808, suffered
only a very trifling diminution, whilst the, ex-
pert of British manufactures and prodnce, was
greater than in the year ending the 5th of Ja-
nuary. 1806; as will be seen by the following
comparative statement of imports and exports.

An Account of the Total Official* Value of all Im-
ports into, and Exports trom, Great Britain for
Three Years ending 5th January, 1808.

Exports.
Years end- Imports, A

ing 5 Jan. Toal Exports.

British Manu- Foreign Mer.
fadtures, &c.| chandize.

25,004,337 9,950,508
27,402.685| 9,124,499
25,171,422 9,395,149

1806 30,344,628
1807 28,835,907
1808 28,854,658

34,954,845
36,527,184
34,566,571

* % When statements of imports and exports, during war,are
to be made, I would rather refer to the official values, because
I conceive the extent of a trade, and the quantities of mer-
chandize, are thereby best ascertained for the purposes of
comparison; the fluctuating und extraordinary prices of
certain articles, in time of war, must affect every estimate of
their real value, and would only lead to delusive conclusious.
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However, at the ¢lose of the year 1807, and
hefore our Orders in Council, ‘'of November
and December had come into operation, our
commerce declined, and our manufactures ex-
perienced 4 heavy, though temporary, depres-
sion. The canses which contributed to produce
that depression. arose out of the recent political
events in the North of Europe, and the un-
friendly proceedings of the American States,
upon the rencontre between the Leopard and
Chesapeake frigates.

The disastrous campaign in the North had
been terminated by the treaties of Tilsit,in July;
the vupture with Denmark took place in Au-
gust.; the Russian declaration of war against
England, was issued in October ; that of Prussia
in December, and about the same time that the
French had taken possession of Portugal : so
that, before Christmas, Buonaparté had, either
actually or virtually, acquired an absolute con-
troul over the whole extent of sea coast from
Venice to Archangel, affording him the means
of enforcing, as much as possible, the execution
of his interdictory decrees against the commerce
of this country. The Austrian ports of Fiume
and Trieste were shut against us, through the
influence of the French government, even prior
to the Emperor’s declaration of hostilities ; and
the shores of the Adriatic had become equally
hostile to the interests of British Merchants.

At the commencement of the last year, 1808,
therefore, our commerce was labouring under
greater difficulties than at any former period,
during the present war ; it being excluded from
all the Russian ports in the Baltic, from those
of Denmark, Prussia, :Portugal, &c. to which
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we had had access in the preceding year; and
our manufactures, were consequently depressed
In an unusual degree. Independent ofany other
cause, it will be evident that the shackles which
Buonaparté had imposed upon our commercial
intercourse with the European continent, must
have prodyced a great diminution in the exports
of this country, and that, this circumstance
would alone account for the seeming great de-
crease of our trade, upon the face of the accounts
lately laid before Parliament.

As to our commerce with the American States,
it should be recollected that, in consequence
of the war in Europe, they had successively ac-
quired the carrying trade of almost the whole
world, and uearly the exclusive supply of'the
foreigp colonies; and that, under this state of
things, our nominal exports to those States had
doubled, in less than ill)ve years. Towards the
latter end of July, 1807, our merchants had re-
ceived intelligence of the rencontre between the
Leopard and Chesapeake frigates ; and, in the
course of the first week in August, they were
in possession of the President’s proclamation
interdicting the entrance of British armed ves-
sels into the American ports and waters. The
uncertainty of the result of the negociations,
which were then entered into, between.the
British and American governments, produced
a fgreat diminution in our trade with the people
of the American States, in the autumn of that
year. The very violent proceedings of the
Southern States, added to the known partiality
of the persons at the head of their government,
to Frauce, naturally excited a strong distrust in
the minds of our merchants and manufacturers ;
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~ the apprehension,of a war between the two
countries. with the Non-importation act hanging
‘tn terrevem, produced a corresponding degree
of caution; and accerdingly, they suspended
the execution of numerous orders, particularly
in the cotton, woollen, rron,.steel, and silk
branches. The spring shipment of* these and
other articles to the American States was,
therefore, very inconsiderable. :

Hence it appears that, the great check to our
manufactures and trade, was not produced, by
the orders in council, which were issued at the
Iatter end of the year, 1807, nor, by the Ame-
rican embargo, which was not known here till
the' middle of January ; it having occurred prea
viously ‘to those measures coming into opera-
tion. - On the contrary, it must be impyted to
the success of the enemy, in occupying or in-
ducing the whole of the European continent,
except the small territory of Sweden, to shut
their ports against us; and, even if the Orders in
Council and the American embargo had never
existed, still our manufactures would not have

_been admitted into the ports under the controul
of Buonaparté, in neutral vessels.

It hhs, however, been gravely asserted that,
our commerce has suffered a diminution of
fourteen millions sterling, i the last year; and
that, this is solely attributable to the operation

- of the Orders in Council, issued under the ad-
ministration of his Majesty’s present ministers.

It is worth while to shew, upon what foun-
dation this assertion rests, and how little credi
it is entitled to. -

The conclusions, just mentioned, are drawn
from the following account of imports and ex-
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dimunition of £6,349,747 ; that, the dimunition
of imports, in the same period, amounts to
£ 6,498,680 ; and that, giving to lreland, and
. Scotland, (which are not included in the ac-
count,) a proportionate share, the aggregate
diminution of our commferce avas £ 14,000,000.
In the first place, it should be observed that:
the above official paper was called for in a man-
ner which, necessarily, tends to produceavery
inconclusive and disadvantageous comparison,
During the years ending October 10, 1806,
and 1807, our commerce had been little affected,
at any time, by the prohibitory decrees and
other hostile measures of the Enemy. When
.our manufactures had been repelled from one
p'art of the continent, a new channel for their
vent was immediately opened in anothier; and
the demand for them continued in full activity,
But, in the six months succeeding the last
mentioned period, the enemy was enabled, by
the success of his arms, and by his influence in
the councils of Russia, to close every avenue to
the continent ; and, except some goods intro-
duced through the medium of a smuggling
trade, our manufactures and merchandize were
entirely excluded therefrom. At first, the con-
tinental states did not experience any very
essential inconveniences from this deprivation
of supplies from Great Britain, the stocks on
bhand being very great. VWhen these were ex-
hausted, the ingenuity of the merchant sug-
gested new modes of procuring further sup--
plies ; . the extraordinary profits which were
derived from the sales of British merchandize
and colonial produce, amply indemnified him
for the charges attending their circuitous intro-
duction, and for the risk of confiscation. Im~.
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mense quantities of goods weéra sent to Malta,
Sicily, and Swed2n, [rom whence they were
_re-exported to adjacent parts of the contident.
“About the same period, our commerce with
the Brazils, and other Portuguese settlements,
became important 3 anad, soon after, the explo-
gion in Spain,opened the ports of that country
to our shipping, and very cousiderable con- .
signrhents of goods were made both to Spain
and Portugal. Large quantities of British ma-
nufactures and produce were likewjse exported
to the Spanish colonies. Our commerce with
South America produced an extraordinary de-
mand for cotton goods of every description,
linens, woollens, &c. &c.; and our manufactu-
vers were, in general, fully employed. An ex~
tensive trade had, also, been carried on, under
the Barbary flags, in the Adriatic Sea and
Archipelago, to the Levant; and, it is well
known to every mercantile man, that the ex-
port trade of this country was, certainly, much
more considerable in the last three months of
1808, than it usually is at that season of the
year.

Upon these grounds I am clearly of opinion
that, our commerce for the year, ending the
5th of January last, had suffered very littley
if any, diminution compared with an average cf
preceding years. But though the demand for
our manufactures ‘were considerably less than
it actually was, the decrease could not be con-
sidered as the general effect of a state of com- -
mon warfare, but of the unprecedented events
which have occurred within the last two years.
And it should be recollected that the abolition
of the Slave Trade deprived us, last year, of
the African market for our merchandize ; and
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that the external consumption of our cotton
manufactures, as well as those of Sheffield, Bir-
mingham, &c. was consequently reduced nearly
to the amount of what that trade had required,
when carried on in British shipping—and be-
sides these, the gréater sparteof the prohibited
piece goods of India went to Africa, the sup-
ply of which, as well as the trade in slaves, had
fallen into the hands of foreign Americans.
And I cannot refrain from observing that, there
is something peculiarly disingenuous in the
suggestion that, we have experienced a loss of
14 millions, and that it arises Irom the Orders
in Gouncil and supposed consequent Embargo.
The loss cannot be made to amount to 14 mil-
Nions, (as it has been stated in Parliament), by
thé most exaggerated account, or upon any
principle of calculation; and nothing can be
more absurd than that of adding import to ex-
port, by way of marking our loss of trade;

. because, it’is the difference hetween import and
export, and not the aggregate of both, which
constitutes the gross amount of the balance of
trade, and which furnishes the only basis, upon
which an estimate of the profit or loss to the
country can be founded. \

Tt has, however, been stated that, the sup-
posed great defalcation in our general trade,
arises principally from the decline in our com-
merce with the Americin States; that trade
having diminished in the last year to the amount,
~of nearly eight millions estimated real value;
that this decrease was partly the effect of the
embargo ; and that the embargo is solely attri~
butable to the Orders in Gouncil. :

The means used to ¢xaggerate the'advanta-
ges arising to this country %rom her trade with,

-~ e
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ing. mischievous concessions, may deceive those
who are not practically, or otHerwise, well ac-
quainted with thé subject. Of this, however,
we may be assured, that they never have, and
never will, take from us any article which they
can procure ¢heaper or better from other coun-
tries. They find it highly advantageous to take
our manulactares and produce to enable them
to carry on their comnmerce with other na-
tions; especially on account of the long credit
.which they obtain here, and whith no other
country can afford. They have tie advantage
of drawing immediately for the produce re-
ceived from them, though they require and
are allowed from 12 to 18 months credit from
us. Indeed, so pertinaciously are the magni-.
fied advantages of the American trade insisted
upon, with the view of intimidating us into
measures highly injurious to British interests,
that they require even further contradiction.
It has the characteristics of the worst trade.
The apparent balaace in our favour becomes
nearly a non-entity. A trade with every coun-
try is, certainly, desirable; inasmuch as an
extensively general commerce with the world
secures us {from a state of dependance on any
one individual nation. But, what advantages
do we derive from an exportation, if we are not
paid for it? Which, most assuredly, is much
more frequently the case, in thé course of our
trade with the citizens of the American States,
than with any other country. Immense sums .
have been continually lost to our merchants
and manufacturers, by the insclvency of their
Amnerican customers ; and the payment ofany
part of their accounts is, always, very slow and
uncertain : otherwise, they would not have it
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‘in. their power to hold ont, the threat of con-
fiscating an estimated debt due to us of ten
million pounds sterling ; which is, however,
over-rated. .

Every thing taken from hence, by American
vessels, is'put down to, the consimption of the
American States. But, this matter has been
closely investigated; and, there is ground to
believe that, not ene half of the manuf;}ctures
and produce, entered at the Custom House as
exports to the American States, (and of which
we have 5o’ frequently had a grand display,)
were consumed in those States, but that, they
were re-exported, in their ships, to different
-parts of the world, whither they would have
_been, and might otherwise be, carried by other
neutrals or by ourselves. And, in corroboration
of this statement, it is well worthy of notice
that, the goods and merchandize which had
heretofore been carried to the fareign colonies,
by the citizens of the American States, were
last year carried, in British bottoms, and, on
British account: and that, by this transfer, not
only our merchants acquired all the profits
arising from the interchange of their commodi-
ties with the foreign colonies ; but, our ship-
ping-interest was, also, bencfitted to the full
amount of the profits of the freight accruing
from the possession of the carrying trade.”
The commerce between Great Britain and the
American States had altered, by degrees, from
-an equality of British and American shipping
employed, to a reduction, on our part, to only
8000 tons, in the year previously to the em-

® This is further authenticated by the following statement,
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bargo ; whilst the quantity of American ship-
ping, employed in that trade, had increased in
the inverse ratio of 172,000 tons. Bat, under

made by Mr. Rose, in the House of Commons, on the 6th of
March.

- "
The estimated real value of exports
from Englapd to the American
States, on an average of the two

years ending the 10th of Octo- L.

ber 1807, was - - - - 11,774,000
Ditto, the year ending the 10th of

October, 1808 - - - - 5,784,000

L.
- = 5,990,000

L

Decrease in 1808. -

Ditto, to all parts of America, ex-

clusive of the American States

but inclusive of the British and

Foreign West Indies, the year

ending the 10th of October,

1808. - - - - - - 12,859,000
Ditto, Ditto, on an average of the’

two years ending the 10th of .

October, 1807. - = - = 8,622,000

Increase in 1808, = - - - 4,230,000

Leaving a decrease in our trade to
all parts of America of - - - L. 1760,000.
e

But, to set against that decrease, therc should be taken into
the account, the mercantile profit on the L.4,230,000; and
also, the profits derived from the British shipping employed
with all the beneficial consequences attending it; which, in
the way the trade was before carried on to those countries,
were entirely engrossed by the Americans.

The estimated real value of British gpods exported L.
to the American States, in 1808, was - - 5,784,000
Ditto, of British goods consumed in that country, -
according to accounts from thence, in 1804, 5,158,000

So that, under all the embarrassments of the Non-Impor-
tation and Embargo Laws, imposed in the American States,
we did, i fact, last year, send,goods there to the umount of
their consumption. -
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the operation of the American embargo, there
was an increase of 60,000 tons of British ship-
ping employed in the colonial trade, in the last
Yyear, 1808.
The American Non-Importation Act was
originally  passed on April 18, 1806, fifteen
months prior to'the affair of the Chesapeake,
and long before any of our OUrders in Council,
restraining the commerce of neutrals, were me-
ditated ; and it was passed for the obvious pur-
pose of inducing us to abandon our right of
search. The operation of this Act, however,
was suspended until the 25th November fol-
lowing ; and, on the meeting of Congress, in
Pecember, (1806), it was further suspended
tntil’ the ist July, 1807. The Act was not,
therefore, in force more than three weeks,
during the whole of that period ; and, even in
that short space, its execution was not enforced.
British ships, as well as their own vessels, were
pernritted to land at the ports ‘of the States,
every article which they had been before al-
lowed to carry to them; and no essential im-
pediments were opposed to their admission,
till late in the autumn of 1807, about which
tim& some English goods had been seized at
Charlestown, in virtue of the Act. Early in
December, 1807, a Supplementary Act was
passed, and, on the 22nd of the same month,
the Embargo was laid, in consequence of the
President’s Message of the 18th. From that
. period, the Non-Importation Laws were put
into execution; but, it will be seen, by a re-
ference to those Acts, that, comparatively
speaking, very few of those articles of our ma-
nufactures, (and especially woollens), which
are actually consumed in the American States,
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are prohibited ; and that, they only forbid the
admissien of agticles that are not essentially
necessary to them.* ' .

In respect to the American Embargo Law,
it is, in point of fact, only a restraint on the
exportation of th‘c preduce of their own states;
and though. inconveniences may have been felt
in this country, from a short supply of some
artigles of American produce, yet, it will be
presently shewn that, tEey cannot be of material
importance. The execution of these laws,
therefore, has tended, and can mlerely tend, to
circumscribe their own commerce, and to des-
troy that carrying trade which they probably.
might have retained as long as the European
Belligerents continued their hostilities; and
that they do not, by any means, essentially af-
fect thé external commerce of Great Britain,
Indeed, 1 am much disposed to believe that,
our direct exports to the American States have
declined fully as much from their want of cre-
dit in this countty, (for there was no want of
commissions,) arising from their hostile or un-
friendly proceedings towards us, as from any
other circumstance. And it should be further
observed that, there is every reason to expect,
(judging from what took place during the
American Revolution,) that in the event of
hostilities with America, at least one halfof the
exports from this country, usually consumed in
those states, would be introduced into them
through the medium of an illicit trade, even
supposing all the states to be hostile, which’
assuredly would not be the case with the New
England provinges and Vermont,

Vide American Non Impdr‘taﬁdn Acts, in the Appendix.



- The exaggeration, also, is very great, re-
specting the mischief supposed to arise to our
manufactures from the want of certain raw ma-
terials from the American States. If we compare
the imports of last year with those of the pre-
ceding year, when an extraordinary exportation
from America to this countfy took place, in
consequence of the apprehensions ef hostilities
or of a non-intercourse act, the decrease is very
considerable. But, in regard to cotton wool,
which ameunts, according to the estimated real
value, to mucih more than half of the aggregate
imports from the American States, if we
look back to the preceding year, 1806, we shall
find the quantity of that article imported, to be
not much greater than what was imported last
year, as will appear from the subjoined account.

Official value of Coiton Wool imported into Great
Britain from the United States of America, in
the following years, ending the 10th of Oclober,
1808.

£
1807 — —1,069,638
1808 — — 627,185*

Much stress having been laid upon the injury
which our cotton manufacture and trade aresup-
posed to have sustained, under the operation
of the American embargo, and it hiaving been
stated that, very distressing consequences must

. vontinue to result from the decrease in the sup-
plies of cotton wool from the American States,
® Certain accounts having been printed by Order of the
House of Commons, since the above was written, I am

enabled to lay before my readers, the following statement,
in further proof that, the supply of cotton wool was, at no
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it may be worth while to enter more at large
into this subject. ‘

Since cotton wool became an articlesof ex-
tensive consumption in England, a very great
proportion of its product has been exported to
the European copntingnt, in the state of yarn,
(wherein the manufacture is advanced, on an
average, at keast one half,) and in manufactured
googds ; until the different channels were suc-
cessively stopped by the prohibitory edicts of
the enemy. Inthe mean while, and previously
to the American embargo, the stocks of yarns
in this country, spun principally with a view to
export, became very large, notwithstanding an
increased quantity was taken by the manufac-
turers, encouraged by the extremely low’ priges
part of thg last year, inadequate to the demand from our ma-
nufacturers.

The quantity of cotton wool imported into Great Britain.

From the From all-
United States. other parts. TOTAL.

Onan average of | , 1bs. 1bs. Ibs.
four years, ending $— — — — — — 58,859,415
5th Jan. 1807, was

Intheyear ending ;
5th January, 1807, } 27,549,393 30,626,890 58,176,283

Inthe yearending ' °
5th January, 1808, } 41,090,079 - 30,835,227 74,925,306

Intheyearending q1.9:
sth Janvary, 1808 } 12,228,397 51,239,748 43,468,345

Average of the
two years ending }28,159,238 31,037,487 59,196,725
5th Janunary 1809, .

. The average importation of cotton woot, in the years 1807 *
and 1808, therefore, exceeded the average importation of the
four preceding years; and consequently, the supply was
greater, at a period when the cousumption was decreasing,
than it had been previously to the decline in the demand.
The average import from the Amegican States, also, was
greater in those two yvars, than 4t had been in the year pre-
ceding, viz. 1806—the excess being 609,845 lbs. ecua’ ro
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at which yarns were procured. Manufactured
goods were hereby daily accumtlating, beyond
any existing or looked for demand.

At the commencement of the year 1808, the
stock of cotton wool in Great Britain, imported
at very low prices, was -equal to abeut six
months of the then computed consumption,
namely, 260,000 bags annually. The importa-
tions from the American States and elsewhare,
in the early months of the year, were not defi-
cientof the quantity demanded for comsumption,
and prices had advanced only 20 to 50 per cent.:
but, in the middle of the year, it becoming
evident that, the supplies were materially dimi-
nishing, extensive speculations ensued, and
prices advanced from 50 to 80 per cent. gener-
ally; and 70 to 90, and progressively to 130
per cent. on American cottons.*

Cotton wool imported into Great Britain.

. From the TOTAL,.
United States. exclusive of

’ Asia.

1bs. Ibs,
Quarter ending 5th April, 1806 6,896,244 13,546,628
—_—— 5th April, 1807 9,277,484 16,066,258
——< . 5th April, 1808 9,004,849 13,664,176

- 5th July, 1806 7,644,844 12,097,499
- 5th July, 1807 10,827,705 16,695,510
» 5th July, 1808 2,537,942 7,698,812

London Prices CuRRENT of BoweD GeorGia CoTTON

- Woor.
s. d. s.d. Nearly the fair average prices
Jan.7,1807— 4 a 1 5 since the commencement
July 3 a1l 7}  ofthe war.
i‘:‘" 1808 L 0} : : : € The market overstocked.
:'April 2 ‘: ll 6; Prices increased by exten-
.‘v‘;‘:::ev Mok tOAN D O o O ?ﬂ. sive speculations,
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As yarns and goods did not, however, ad-
vance in any 4dequate proportion, and the
spring shipment had passed without any relief
to thuse branches of the trade from foreign ex-
ports, the spinners began, gradually and gener-
ally, to reduce their ‘consumption ; so that in
October to December last, it did not, probably,
exceed the rate of 104,000 bags annually. This
quahtity was found to be fully adequate to the
demand from the manufacture, which had cal-
led in to its aid, all the surplus stock of yarns
abovementioned.

The manufacture, in the interim, had dimi-
nished but little, not having relied so much
upon export to the continent of Europe, a‘t.md
having experienced great relief by exports- to
the Braeils, and to our own West India Isfands
for re-exportation to Spanish America; in ad-
dition te our own internal consumption, that of
our colonies, and at least two thirds of our usual
exportation to tha American States. Itis there-
fore certain that, during the last year, the
cotton trade, generally, did not experience any
inconvenience from the American embargo;
but, on the contrary, it should be considered
as having been benefitted by an accumulating
inactive stock being called into active demand.

In looking to the probable state of thds hranch
of our commerce for the present year, under
the supposition that the American embargo will
remain in force, two points must be considered ;
1st, the probable demand far yarns and manu-.
factured goods ; and, 2d, the supply of the raw
material. Assuming that there is little proba-
bility of any essential change in our favour, on
the European continent, we must take fgr
granted that the present system of commercial
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regulations will be ontinued by the Belligerents,
and that, therefore, a very lafge quantity of
yara will not be produced for export. During
the whole of last year, some trade in cotton
yarns and goods was carried on witl Fiume and.
Trieste: and some shipment$ were made to
Heligoland and Sweden, from whence they
were successfully smuggled into the North of
Germany. That this smuggling trade was not
carried on to a much: greater extent is attribu-~
table, in a great measure, to the circumstance of
the stocks of the raw material and of yarns, on
the continent, not being so much exhausted as
they must since have become, by the continued
operation of the American embargo and of our
Orders in Council. And, unless the continent
can raise a further supply of cotton within it-
self, (Turkey being now, the only source from
whence it draws any quantity), or dispense
with the use of cotton goods, to a certain degree,
by the substitution of linens and woollens, it
may be concluded that, under the continuance
of the two measures, larger supplies-of yarns
and goods must be drawn from this country, in
the present year: especially, if our government
rigidly enforce the very politic prohibition of
the export of the raw material. It certainly
doés not-appear likely that, our manufacturers
will want a market, even though they should
be, in a great measure, deprived of that of the
American States. And it may well be doubted
whether, the whole quantity usually taken by
those States for their own consumption, and for
trade to Spanish America, will notstillbe drawn
from this country, in some shape or other. It
is also proper to notice the encouragemént af-
forded, by the present state of things, to our
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East India piece goods, which have for several
years been accimulating in England, without
any material vent, except to the African market,
and selling at prices far below the import cost.
These have been lately demanded both from
the north of Europe) and the Mediterranean,
and have experienced anadvance of 15 to 20,and
30 per cent. within the last six months.

'Fo supply the demand for cotton wool, we
commenced the present year with a stock of
about 80,000 bags, being about nine months
consumption at the lowest diminished rate, viz.
104,000 bags, annually; butthis ratebeing likely
to increase from the want of the redundant stock
of yarns in England before mentioned, our stock
of cotton wool should be estimated as a suPpiy
for only six months. We are now receiving,
and are likely to receive, from the Brazils, the
East Indies, the Mediterranean, and our West
India colonies, supplies fully.adequate to our
wants; and, mosteprobably, the supplies which
we shall obtain, in the autumn and afterwards,
will render us entirely independent of the
American States, for this article, even although
any opening to the continentshould renew the
former demand for yarns. Within the last fort-
night, (February 24th) 16 vessels have arrived
from the American States, in breach of the em-
bargo, bringing upwards of 6,000 bags of cotton.
These vessels sailed before the additional restric-
tions, founded upon the rigarous principles
recommended by Mr, Gallatin in his letter to thé -
embargo committee, and adopted by Congress,
hadbeen cownpletely carried into execution; and,
perhaps, we may have some further arrivals in
the same way. It doesnot, however, seem pro-
bable that, when the new embargo regulations
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are strictly enforced, they can be frequently, if
at all, evaded by vessels sailing direct from the
American ports: but there is a well founded
expectation that large quantities of cotton will
find their way here, from Halifax, the Flori-
das, and the Bahamas ; one or two cargoes have
already arrived from each of those places.
Prices are, in consequence of this state of the
trade, now falling, i
The supply of prirvting and dying materials
has varied a.good deal; but, on the average,
it has been adequate to our wants, throughout
the last year. The commercial decree of Hol-
land, issued in the autumn, permitting Dutch
\:esselg to pursue their coasting trade, and to
export their own produce, though in force only
a véry short time, was the means of bringing a
seasonable supply of drugs, and particularly a
a very large quantity of fine madder, which was
much wanted ; gnd it had the effect of reducing
considerably the high price.to which that ar-
ticle had risen, the stock being nearly exhausted.
On the whole, this branch of the cotton trade
did not sustain any material inconvenience.
Whether or not the urgent wants of the
Northern European States will induce them to
adopt any other expedient, than an exercise of
their ingenuity in sinuggling, may be matter of '
doubt. By the prohibitory edicts of the enemy
they have been deprived of an extensive vent
for their linens, which article may possibly
»“contribute to lessen materially the demand for
cottons, as it can be afforded at an exceedingly
low rate. The supplies of c.tton wool from
Turkey may probably be increased, or some
may even be produced in other parts of Europe,
so as to diminish the pressure which might
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otherwise be felt. From present appearances,
however, it would seem that, means will be
found to obtain supplies from this cofintry;
and that, whatever expedients may he recom-
mended by<the French Government to obviate
the heavy incomweniénces which are now felt
on the Goritinent, under the deprivation of our
yarns and goods, they will not be very generally
adopted. -

UPnder these circumstances, it will appear,
how truly imaginary are those apprehensions
of the destruction of our cotton trade and ma-
nufacture, which, it is said, must inevitably re-
sult from the continuance of the American
embargo, and a perseverance in our presént
system of commercial policy. That there was
a reduction in our consumption of cotton wool,
in the latter part of last year, is admitted. But,
the radical causes of that reduction lie widely
remote from our Orders in Council or the
Anmerican Embargo ; though, the latter mea-
sure was certainly the immediate cause. It
however only acted the part of a salutary me-
dicine upon a previously diseased body. 1t has
becn already shewn that, the accumulation of
yarns and of manufactured goods, at thé close
of the year 1807, was much beyond any exist-
ing or looked for demand. At that time, ¢ot-
ton wool was at an extremely low price, only
about 12d. per pound, for the article most in
use ; yet such was the glut in the market pro-
duced by our exclusion from the Continent, that
neither yarns nor goods could .be sold with any
advantage to the spinner or the manufacturer.
A depression would probably have been felt
much sooner had not the manufacturers conti-
nued their works, ¢ven when there remained

;oo
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no orders to execate. The free and unshackled
state of the manifacture tended to keep the
work-people employed, as the reduction of
wages tempted persons of capital to continue
the wanufacture, at a period when they had
no immediate prospect of a demand for their
goods. | -

A continuance of this state of things could
only issue in distress to the whole trade; and
therefore, the American Embargo, by giving a
salutary check thereto, has been productive of
essential benefit. In no view of the question
can our Orders in Council be supposed to have
contributed to the diminution of our consump-
tion. On the contrary, we may be assured that,
those Orders have produced a pressure on the
European Continent which would never other-
wise have been felt; and that, unless restrained
by them, the Americans would have been sup-

lying that Continent with raw materials,
which would soon have enahled the latter to
return to the former their value in manufac-
tures, in competition with, or in opposition to,
our own. Itis therefore certain that, the Orders
in Council and the American Embargo, by
uniting in depriving the Continental countries
of their usual supplies of the 1aw material, give
to bur yarns and goods an additional value, and
that they will tend, more and more, to frustrate
the objects of that system of exclusion which
has been adopted by the enemy.
-~ As to other articles of importation from the
American States, the high prices which they
now bear, result chiefly from the suspension of
our commerce with Russia, whence those pro-
ducts were principally drawn. The supplies of
pot and pearl ashes, of pitch and tar, of turpen-
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tine, of seeds, flax and linseed, of tobacco, and
other articles which we rece’ved from the States
of America, in the two last years, are not ‘much
below an average importation, according to
the accounts of imports from the United States
ending the 10th ef October 1808, lately called
*for in the House of Lords.—NMuch stress is laid
on the probable want of flaxseed, for the linen
marmufacture of Ireland; and it is insinnated
that, this essential manufacture has suffered and
will suffer extremely in consequence of it. At
present it flourishes as well as it ever has done,
and very lately Irish linens have risen from
40 to 50 per cent. which is partly to be attri-
buted to the advantage given to them by the
check to the export of that article from the
North of Europe, and partly to the apprchen-
sion of a scarcity of flax, in the ensuing year.
The extraordinary circumstance ¢l the ports of
almost all Europe and of the United States
being, at least nowinally, closed against expor-
tation to the United Kingdom, unrdoubtedly
occasions some difliculty on this point. ‘The
quantity of seed. however, in this country, is
more considerable than was imagined. Specu-
lation has raised the price, and a high price
will bring supplies in opposition to all restric-
tions. Scarcely a day pa ses that one ¢r more
American ships do uot enter, in breach of the
embargo, with various goods of their produce,
But the scarcity ot this article witl ultimately
prove a great advantage, if it should lead us to~.
raise among ourselves the whole quantity of flax
and Haxseed wanted, which undoubtedly is very
practicable.—lIn regard to timber, masts, and
staves, very considerabje quantities have been
received trom our remaining colonies in North
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America. The*duty on tircber, fit for naval
purposes, imported from those colonies, was
wisely repealed by an Act of 46 Geo. III. the
beneficial effect of which is experienced in the
large additional supply; and it-will tend to
render us independent of foreign America, and
almost, if not quite, even of the Baltic, for the
su Ply of those articles.

he prognosticated decay of revenue has
not answered the expectation of the American
advocates better than their other predictions.
The details will soon be laid before the public;
therefore, at present it will be sufficient to ob-
seive that, in the year ending the 5th of Jan.
1809, the deficiency in the customs was about
£400,000. but that the amount of the perma-

nent, annual; and war taxes, that is, the aggre-

gate revenue, collected in 1808, exceeded that
of the preceeding year, £ 2,700,000.

We come now to a consideration of the
alarming difficultics and emharrassments which,
it is alleged, our West India Islands have to
encounter, in consequence of the suspension of
intercourse with the American States.—Not-

-witl‘lstanding the nature of our commeicial in-

tercourse and political connection with those
States has, duling the last 25 years, becn
frequently discussed and investigated, the same
wild and unfbunded doctrines which were ori-
ginally advanced on that subject, are still

‘maintained with a degree of perverse and dis-
‘ingenuous obstinacy, which renders it neces-

sary to recall the attention of the public, once
more, to the only genuine principles of policy,
upon which this country ought to act, and to
govern her conduct, in her relations with the
States of America,
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The main points of the question alluded to,-
having been several times debated in Parlia-
ment, a power was given to the Crown, ®o re.

* gulate the intercourse between the West India
Islands and the United States, by proclamation.
An enquiry was ipstituted, and diligently pur-
ssued for a eonsiderable time. Many eminent
merchants and others, the best informed, were
examined, and a most able report was made, in
1784, by the late Lord Liverpool, President of
the Committee of Council, appointed for the
consideration of matters relating to trade and
foreign plantations, which appeared to those
conversant with the subject, completely conclu-
sive as to the leading points. In consequenee
of certain acts passed by the Gongress "of tlre
Anmerican States, in the year 1789, the Com-
mittee of Council was directed to examine
those acts, and to enquire into their probable
effects: a full examinationn took place, and a
second very able and satisfactory report was
made, in 1791, by the late Lord Liverpool.

Another discussion of the material points,
respecting the intercourse between our colonies
and the American States, took place in 1806,
when the late Ministers assumed the power of
dispensing with some of the most essential laws
of our country, never before entrusted to the
executive branch of our government; and again,
in 1807, the same subject, intermixed with other
considerations, was several times debated in
parliament.

The result of all these inquiries and discus
sions has uniformly been, that the complaints,
of the West India planters, on the restrictions
contained in our Navigation and Golonial sys-
tem are utterly unfounded ; that Great Britain
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and Ireland and the remaining British Colonies
in North America, are fully adequate, at all
times, to the supply ofall the necessary articles
for the West India Golonies, in British ships;
and that, the ship-owners of the United King-
dom, .instead of rejectipg the Navigation be-
tween the American Continent and those colo-,
nies, on account of the expence of the circuitous
voyage, have every inducement of profit, if the
navigation laws are inviolably maintained, to
enter fully and effectually into that trade.

The wisdoin and essential utility of our Na-
vigation and Colonial system have been since
admitted by the West India colonists them-
selves; for, in the resolutions passed by the
House of Assembly, in Jamaica, on the 2gth
of October 1807, relative to the distressed state
of the Goleny, the following are statéd to ‘he
among the principal causes which had produced
the extreme depreciation of their principal sta-
ple, sugar; viz. “ The departure from what
¢ has been usually called thé rule of the war of
¢ 1756, but which, in fact, was established be-
¢ fore that period, and decided that ¢ a neutral
¢ ¢ has no right to deliver a belligerent from- the
¢« ¢ pvessure of his enemies’ hostilities by trading
s ¢ with his colonies in time of war, in any man-
¢ ner which was prohibited in time of peace.’—
«“The peculiar relaxations of this rule, by the
¢¢ orders issued to the prize courts, in the year
¢ 1794 and 1798, respectively, which, with

% very trifling modifications, continue to regu-
¢ Jate the decrees of those important tribunals.
¢¢ —The geographical position of the ports of
¢¢ the United States of North America, the neu-
¢ tral power chiefly engaged in carrying the
« produce of the enemy’s VWest India colonies,
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* which renders the few restrictions “yet re-
¢ tained by the last mentiofted orders to be
¢¢ hardly an inconveunience, as they are got over
¢ by systematic fraud and perjury.—The easy
‘¢ expense and security, with which, by means
¢ of this frfudulent system of neutrality, the
¢ sugars of the entmy’ colonies are transported
¢ to the Eu'ropean markets, it haviug been pro-
« ved that, for freight and insurance alone, the
¢ Bifitish planter pays for every hundred weight
¢ of sugar, conveyed throush the parent State
¢t to the ports of Holland, or the-North of Eu-
“ rope, 8s. 11d. sterling, and to the Mediterra-
‘¢ nean 12s. 6d4. more than attaches on the goods
¢ of the French or Spanish cultivator, carrigd
¢ in neutral bottoms to the same markets.——
“ The restrictions of importation into the con-
¢ tinental ports, from the power and influence
¢ of the French domination, whilst the temp-
¢¢ tation to resist and evade it, is taken away by
¢t the abundant supply, brought under the neu-
¢ tral flag.—The agriculture of the belligerent
¢ colonies, has been encouraged by a monopoly
¢ of the demand from the United States of
¢ America, and by having their produce trans-
¢t ported under the safe and cheap protegtion
¢« of the neutral flag, to every market where it
¢ was in request.”—And we shall discover in
some later legislative proceedings of the safae
House of Assembly, a practical proof of their
admission that, they are, by no means, depen-
dent on the American States for a supply of
provisions and lumber, and that it is not expe-*
dient, nor necessary, that the intercourse should
be carried on, even in time of war, in foreign
bottoms, to the certain consequent exclusion of
British shipping. An Act, imposing a tax upon
the importation of the produce of the American
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States, into the Island of Jamaica, and laying
a duty of a dollar per ton upon every vessel
belonging to that country, which should here-
after enter their harbours, was actually passed
"by the House of Assembly, in the last sessions.
Unfortunately, the dispptes which arose, res-
pecting the mutiny in the 2d West India
regiment, between the Governor of the Island
and the Assembly, obliged the former to pro-
rogue the sessions, before the act had received
that sanction which the formalities of the laws
require, and its execution was therefore neces-
sarily suspended.
Thislastmentioned Actnever would have been
entertained by the representatives of the Island,
- if they had not been thoroughly convinced that,
they were not dependent on the American States
for supplies of those articlesin their $hipping.
In fact, the West India Islands have never been
better supplied than they were during the last
year, under the operation of the American em-
bargo. The prices current evince that, little or
no inconvenience was experienced by them, in
- consequence of that measure; and it-has had
the beneficial effect of accustoming the inhabi-
tants to entertain just views of the subject of
their intercourse with the States, and to disre-
ard idle fears of retaliation. The Island of
g‘amaicb has been so well supplied with flour
through our remaining colonies that, of one
thousand barrels shipped to that Island from
hence, about six months ago, instead of 20,000
which were ordered under the expectation of'a
deficient supply from America, less than one half
had been, with difficulty, sold in December last,
under prime cost. Flour has eveu been cheaper
at Kingston than at Philadelphia. -

If the peonle of America should be so simple
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or infatuated as to submit mruch longer to the
embargo, which is principally ruinous and
hurtful to themselves, we may he assured that,
their produce will still find its way to us and
our Colonies: for, though that measure may
prevent the dirett stpply of the West Indies
from the American Staics; yet, it caunot, and
will not, pievent the supply of flour, and other
provisions in siall coasting, vessels. through the
British North American Colonies. Flour, pork,
beef, butter and cheese are now smuggled into
these provinces, in vessels, from 14 tons and
upwards.  The number of Islands in the Bay
of Fundy ; the numerous ports in those waters,
enly a very few hours sail distant trom eagh
other, the incalculable means of mceting ‘on
Nantucket shoals, and at the uninhabited islands
in Penobscot Bay (where they shift their car-
goes), and the short unavigation, over Lake
Champlain, between Canada and Vermont, ren-
der the prevention of the illicit trade, by armed
vessels, or by any other means which the Ame-
rican Government can put in action, ahsolutely
impossible. Not a vessel, of any description,
leaves an American port, that does not congrive
to carry away some Hour. The New England
States arc so hostile to the embargo that, it is
scarccly regarded ; and their repugnartce to it
has lately been more fully evinced, by open acts
of violation of the law, amounting to little short
of rebellion. The people have torcibly taken
possession of the forts at Portland and Cape’
Anne, and forbidden the armed vessels, sent to
enlorce the embargo, to interrupt any ships
sailing tc the West Indies or elswhere, with
their produce. The courts of justice, in those
parts, have discharged all persons bound in re-
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cogmzancee for thé breach of the embargo laws ¢
and sigce it was found that congress would
not take off the embargo, numbers of vessels
have gone to the West Indies laden with pro-
visions. It is known, from the best authority,
that 44,000 barrels of flour from Halifax, and
386,000 from St. Andrew, New Brunswick, were
sent to the West Indies during the latter part
of last year.

In the event of a Non-intercourse law being
carried into execution, the public entry of ar-
ticles may be checked, but the contraband trade
cannot be suppressed - British manufactures
and merchandize will be smuggled into the
States, -on the return of the vessels which carry
Hour, &c. to our provinces; and the greater
part of their produce will be exported in that
manner. At least two-thirds of the flour sup-
plied to the West Indies, since the embargo was
laid on, went from the American States through
our Northern Colonies.

But, there is no doubt that the British Colo-
nies on the continent ofAmerlca, in conjunction
with Prince Edward’sIsland,andNewfoundland,
will be able to supply our dependencxes, with
provisions of all kinds, and lumber, to the full
extent of the demand, if foreign shipping be
'permanently excluded {rom our colomes, as the
navigation laws require.

Our fisheries have been suffered to langmsh
in an extreme degree ; the settlers on the coasts
scarcely acquired a subsistence; they were
without capital, arid otliged to depend on pre-
carious markets, and on the unstable demands
of American adventurers. But, monied people
are now veqtmg thelr capltals n thls impor tant

- PR SRR N
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which they have infused into it, and the exer-
tions which they are making, the supply will
very shortly become much more than equal to
the demand of the West India Islands. Neu-
tral vessels’should be prevented from carrying
fish to any of ofir West India settlements; at
present, they are only allowed to take them to
those islands where the bounty is given; but,
the British North American Coloniesoppose the
continuance of this permission, and urge that
the supply of fish should be corrined to British
shipping. Previously to the year 1792, our
fisheries supplied them with all the dry and
pickled fish they consumed. .
That our remaining colonies would very soon
be competent to an efficient supply of lumber,
in general, if the West India market be exclu-
sively secured to them, is amply proved by the
quantities which they furnished last year. The
war which arose out of the French revolution,
and the subsequent suspensions of our Navigation
Laws, essentially checked the growing prosperity
of the several provinces, and threw the supply
into the hands of foreign Americans, to the
immediate injury of our colonial navigation.
The colonists were constrained to dispose of
the products of their fisheries and forests, on
the most disadvantageous terms, to«the pedple
of the American States, who re-exported, or
rather shipped, them to the West Indies; so
that, in fact, the greater part of,the supplies
which were imported into those settlemeuts, in
foreign shipping, was the growth and produce
of British North American Colonies. The ex-
tensive forests of Cape Breton lying immediately
contiguous to the sea coast and to the banks of
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haustible forests of Canada, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunswick ; the facilities of water carriage
for transportation ; and the improved and pow-
.erful machinery, which has been establiched,
forthe purposeof preparing their tintber, boards,
staves, &c.; all these circumstahces united, ren-
der those provinces peculiarly competent to
supply the greatest quantities of lumber that
can be required : And by a reference to the
returns of their trade, for the first three quarters
of last year, it will be seen what a very consi-
derable augmentation it had experienced, under
the operation of the embargo, in the short space
of nine months only.

«BecF, pork and butter, the American States
have never supplied in an equal degree with the
Umted Kingdom and its dependencies. Rice,
is not an article of great consumption in the
West Indies, and it is evident that, there can be
no difficulty in procuring it elsewhere. As to
corn and flour, the Colonies have so long la-
boured under a system of depression, that Ga-
nada, and Nova Scotia, from whence very large
supplies were formerly received, have lately
crown much less than they did, even when they
were in the possession of the Frenchj; but, if
dye encouragement should continuc to be held
out to them, there is every prospect of the sup-
ply being considerably increased ; the capacity
of those provinces is indubitable. It should also

_be remarked that, the West India settlements
will not require, in future, such large quantities
of provisions and grain as they have hitherto
been obliged to import. The embargo, in this
instance, also, instead of causing the effects it
was intended and expected to produce, has
turned the attention of the planters to a more
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prudent cultivifion of their lands, and to other
resources which the colonies afford. Extensive
tracts of ground are now appropriated to the
growth of provisions; and therefore, they will
be able to.dispense with much of the grain
which has hithesto Been drawn from foreign
. countries, *

Anothersvery important advantage has re-
sulted from the American embargo to the Bri-
tish nation. It has produced the recovery of
our seamen ; who, to avoid the.impress, and
for the sake of other advantages, quitted our
service to enter on board American ships ; but
the embargo having thrown themout of eniploy,
many have returned to us, at least 2000: onge
hundred and nine entered on board the Squirrcl
schooney and two other small vessels of war,
within a short time since, at Passamaquoddy
alone.

All the latest letters from the British North
American provinges express the highest satis-
faction on their flourishing state; they flatter
themselves that, his Majesty’s present ministers
will not make any mischicvous and unnecessary
concessions to the encroaching and presymp-
tuous requisitions of the govermment ol the
American States.*

* To prove all the preceding statements, the most respect-
able evidence can be brought before Parliament; and ithe
most satisfuctory accounts can be produced, to shew the abi-
lity of our Northern Colonics and the United Kingdom, ta
supply the wants of our West India settlements.

It was not agreeable to the late Ministers, when they brought
forward the Bill for giviug to themselves a power to suspend
the Navigation Laws, in respect to the admission of American
shipping into the British West Indies, to hear any evideuce
against their measure, notwithstanding there were muny peti-
titions from the most respectable badies of men, praying to he
heard.  Judging from the candour and impuitiality ol ki
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" Thus, then, it is no longer matter of opinion
but of .proof, that the American embargo is,
comparatively, of little or no disadvantage to
our West India Colonies, to our manufactures,
or to our commerce in general; and that, in
respect to the British empire at'large it is highly
advantageous : and, above all, those who are
susceptible of conviction must now be satisfied
that, it is not Great Britain which is dependent
on tlie Ameérican States, but they on Great
Britain. The embargo has most effectually re-
established onr carrying trade, and it has, more
especially, forwarded the re-establishment of our
navigation and colonial system. No event
“which has occurred, gratifies me more than the
experiment which has been made of'it It settles
completely, the question, whether the British
West Indies can be supplied without a direct
trade with the American States; and we now
know, from the best experience, that it is not
necessary to sacrifice, for that purpose, our na-
vigation and colonial system, the origin and
main pillar of our political power and greatness.

In regard to the expediency of the Orders in
Couacil, instead of impeaching the policy of
those measures on the ground of the restrictions
which they impose on neutral trade, I am dis-
posed to attach blame to his Majesty’s govern-
ment, for not having availed themselves of the

~ Majesty’s present Ministers, during the last sessions of Par-
liament, when a public inquiry at the bar of the House of
Connnons was instituted, for the purpose of acquiring informa-
tion respecting the operation of the Otders in Council, upon
the Petitions of Persons very unfriendly to those measures, it
is not likely that, if a similar occasion should arise, the pre-
sent Admivistiation will refuse 10 attend to the Petitions of the,
merchants and others concerned.



(39)

right which Y been given them, to retaliate

the whole system of blockade and exclusion

which has been adopted and acted upon by

France: and I cannot better express the opinions

I have always entertained on the subject than
in the words of, Mr. Canning, in his just and
perspicuous exposition of those measures, in his
letter to Mr. Pinckney, of the date of 22d Fe-
bryary. 1808 ; ¢ The principle upon which the
¢ whole of this measure has heen framed, is
¢¢ that of refusing to the enemy those advantages
¢ of commerce, which he has forbidden to this
¢¢ country ; and the simple method of enforcing
¢ this system of retaliation, would have been
‘“ to follow the example of the enemy, by
¢¢ prohibiting altogether all commercial intér-
¢ courge between him and other states.” « In-
dulgencies granted to neutral trade, by suffering
a commercial intercourse with the encmy, under
any code of regulations whatever, essentially
weaken the efficacy and operation of the reta-
liative measures;® and have prevented that ex-
treme pressure which would otherwise be felf
on the Gontinent, and which might give rise to
the most important political results, in our fa-
vour. Mr. Erskine also, in his letter of the 23
Feb. 1808,to Mr. Maddison, justly observes that,
¢ the principle upon which his Majesty finds
« himself compelled to proceed, would justify a
¢ complete and unqualified retaliation, on his

¢¢ part, of the system announced and acted upon

“by France, in respect to his Majesty’s domi-
“ nions ; and his Majesty might, therefore, have

¢ declared in a state ol rigorous and unmitiguted

¢t blockade, all the coasts and colonies of France

¢ and her allies. Such a measure, the inaritime

« power of Great Britain would have enabled his
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 Majesty to enforce: nor wol those nations
*“ which have acquiesced without effectual re-
“ monstrance in the French decree of blockade,
*¢ have derived any right from the more per-
“ fect execution of a corresponding determina-
‘ tion on the part of his* Majzsty, to complain
“ of his Majesty’s enforcing that measure
* which the enemy has executed imperfectly
¢ only from want of the means of executipn.”
*¢ —¢¢ You will observe, also, that the trans-
¢ portation of the Colonial produce of the
“enemy {rom the United States to Europe, in-
“stead ol being altozether prohibited, (which
‘¢ would have been the natural retaliation for the
““rigarous and universal prohibition of British
‘produceand manufacturcs by France,) is freely
¢ permitte« to the ports of Great Britain, with
‘“‘the power of subsequently re-exporting it to
““any part of Europe, under certain regulations.”
—*Another most important relaxation ot the
¢t principles upon which His Majesty’s Orders
¢ proceed, is that which licenses the importation
¢« of all flour and meal, and all grain, tobacco,
«t and other articles, the produce of the soil of
¢“America, with the exception of cotton, through
¢ the ports of His Majesty’s dominions, into
s those of his enemies, without the payment
¢ of amy duty on the transit. This is, I beg
« leave to observe, an instance in which His
¢ Majesty has deprived his mcasure of its most
¢ efficacious and hurtful operation against the
¢« enemy, through motives of consideration for
¢ the interests of America.”

Nothing, therefore, appears to me more clear
than that, it is unnecessary and impolitic, as well
as disgraceful, at the present moment, to retract
our Orders in Council, which were issued for
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the purpose of'untera(.tmo‘ Buonapartc s de-
crees against the commerce of this country,
The American measure of Erbargo, was uun-

o doubtedlv adopted aud framed prevmu«ly to
any Lm)“led're, in that country, of the Orders
in Council.

. Itis known thilt, the pntsons who have the
best irnformation concerning the actual relations
between France and Am(.nca, declare that the
emlmrou i1s despised in France, and ainost
lor«ottu) in Kngland ; and have recommended
a Non-lntercmu‘se with France ami conciliation
with met Britain, and to arm against the
Freuch cruizers: at the same time lt has been
recommended from another quarter, high in
the conhdence of the American governinent, top
cont mue the embargo, on the glound that, if
/no[)’r measures are taken, an dcco'nmodatlon
may be effected with England, there being a
party in this country, disposed to be on frieudly
terms with the Aumerican States.

Superior talents, excrted with energy and
judgment, will naturally excite invidions ob-
servation, particularly in those who have not
been as successful in their measures ; —in this
light, I consider the petty objections tq the
letters of Mr. Canuing, whose ollicial papers
are generally considered to be as able and as
mastexly productions as any to be fouild in the
archives of bis oflice. The letters ol the Ame-
rican Secretary of State and Plenipotentiaries,
if addressed to individuals on private concerns,
would be deemed very offensive; and on any®
occasion, deserve a severe 1eplu.atlon but, I
can observe nothing of that kind in the letters
of Mr. Canning, to the stylg of which, over-
strained and captlous objections have becn
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made. At all events, we ow®to his firmness,
and to that of the present Administration col-
lectively, a great improvement in the situation
of this country in respect to the American
States ; and to them we shall be indebfed for
the re-establishment of onr excellent Navigation
and Colonial system, and for the flourishing
state of our colonies. .

The same pretended anxiety for conciliation,
and the same mischievous measures, through
which the American Colonies were lost, (if they
can be deenfed a loss,) are again urged and
brought forward, and with the same view,—to
distress the government of the country. Those
factious measures, if they were not the sole
cause-of the separation of the Colonies from
this country, at least produced a peace which
no success on the part of the enemy could jus-
tify. But, it is to be hoped that the country
will not again be imposed upon, and we have
reascn to expect that the present Ministers are
not likely to be intimidated by such means.

In respect to the question, whether the con-
duct of the American States has been, or is. such
asto entitle them to a more peculiar modification
of our Orders in Council, (which would, in its
ultimate consequences, amount to a total relin-
quishment of our right to retaliate the Enemy’s
unjust decrees,) none of the assertions of the
advocates for the American requisitions have
surprized me more than, that their government

_is disposed to be friendly to us. The elaborate
attempts to prove from the Official Letters of
the American Ministers, (and which, they musg
have been assured, would be published,) their
real views respecting France, scarcely deserve
notice. I have tvo good an opinion of Mr.
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Maddison and o#Mr. Pinckney to suppose that,
they would, under existing, ¢ircumstances, so
far commit themselves as to declare, in_their
public correspondence, the secret disposition
and ultimate views of their employers.

The strongest facts and circumstances, how-
ever, prove their fartiality to' France ; and they
scarcely attempt to conceal it. Their portsare
shut, in the most rigid manner, to our ships of
war’; not a man is permitted to go ashore, ex-
cept with despatches, nor is a cask of water
allowed them: while vessels of «the same de-
scription, belonging to Buonaparté, are per-
mitted to repair, and victual, in their ports,
They aliowed five French privateers to equip
and victual, at the Chesapeake and Savauuab,
not long since. .

Great Britain has too long submitted to’ the
aggressions of the people of the American
States, whereby the honour and the dignity of
this country have been disgracefully compro=-
mised, and its subsjects injured. The terms of
Theaties have been evaded, as well as the pay-
ment of debts. The encroachments in the Bay
of Fundy have long and loudly called for re-
dress. The violent aggression on British, sub-
jects, peaceably navigating within their own
proper limits, on Lake Ontario, (as fully stated
1n a memorial from the merchants of Montreal
to the Governor of Quebec,) requires ample
satisfaction. Our forbearance and concessions,
instead ol conciliating, have only produced
further invasions and claims, and the assump:
tion of a dictaiorial tone, not tolerated in any
other power; and to which they are encou-
raged, by a kind of jargon, which ignorantly
prevailed, that the- commerce and manu-
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factures of the United Kingd®m are entirely
dependent on the good-will of the American
States, '
* It is impossible to say, how far self-impor-
tance, and irritation, in consequence of their
not having succeeded in their projects of inti.
midating us into concessions, by insulting
Non-intercourse measures, may carry the go-
vernment of the American States : but, even if
they should be so infatvated as to prefer war
with us, and the total ruin of their trade, to a
friendly intercourse, it cannot be considered
as a wild prediction that, the people of that
country will, for a very short time only, tole-
rate such extravagant and ruinous conduct on
the put of their government. WWhat would
be¢ome of their exports, amounting to 48 mil-
lions of dollars annually 2 What would become
of their revenue, arising almost entirely from
their imports, which would, in a great degree,
become clandestine? Instead of being the
principal carriers, as they have lately been, to
the greater part of the world, they would
scarcely have a commercial vessel on the ocean.
Perhaps, at first, they might send some priva-
teers. to the West Indies; but, would they
have a commercial ship in the West Indies,
or in the East Iudies, or in the Mediterranean 2
THey aré not now what they were, at the close
of the American war; at that time, they were
warlike ; at present, they are merely commer-
cial, and their dependence is solely on com-
fnerce; and they would assuredly very soon
find, as many of them alieady perceive, that
they cannot essentially injure this country.
Whenever the.government of the American
States shall recover frem its frenzy, they wil}
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discover that, by being placed on the footing
of the most favoured nation, they obtain every

, thing that they can reasonably expect from this
country ; and I hope we shall have discovered
that, no Treaty is necessary, that it can com-
municate no advantage to thte British Empire,
*and canunot be desirable to the United States,
except withf the view of gaining some undue
concessions, and unjust advantages over British
subjects.—These are the opinions I offered to
the attention of the public, twenty-five years
ago, and every thing that has since happened
proves that they were well founded.
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APPENDIX.

An dct to Prohibit the Importation of certan:
Goods, Wares, and Merchandize.

B it enactea by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled,
'That from and after the fiftcenth day of November
next, it shall not be lawful to import into the United,
States, or the territories thereof, from any port or, place,
situated in Great Britain or Ireland, or in any of the
colonies or dependencies of Great Britain, any goots,
wares, or merchandize, of the following description,
that is to say :

All articles of which Leather is the material of chief
value:

All articles of which Silk is the material of chief
value :

All articles of which Hemp or Flax is the material of
chief value :

Al articles of which Tin or Brass is the material of
chief value, tin in sheets excepted :

Woollen Cloths whose invoice prices shall exceed
five shillings sterling per square yard:

Woollen Hosiery of all kinds»

‘Window Glass, and all other manufactures of glass:

Silver and plated Wares:

Paper of every description

Nails and Spikes:

Hats:

Clothing ready made :

Millinery of all kinds ¢

Playing Cards:

Beer, Ale, and Porter : and

Pictures and Prints:

Nor shall it be lawful to import into the United
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States, or the territories thereof, from any foreign port
or place whatever, any of the ahove mentioned goods,
wares, or merchandize, being of the growth, produce
or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or any of
the colonies or dependencies of Great Britain : Provided
however, that no articles which shall within fifteen
months after the passing of this 2ct, be imported from
any place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, on board any
vessel cleared out before the passing of this act, from
any port within the United States, or the territories
thereof, for the said Cape of Gocd Hope, or any place
beyond the same;,, shalg be subject to the prohibition
aforesaid. '

SeEcT. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenever
any article or artjgles, the importation of which is pro-
hibited by this act, shall, after the said fifteenth day of
November next, be imported into the United States, or
_the territories thereof, contrary to the true intent and
meaning of this act, or shall, after the said fiftcenth day
of November next, be put on board any ship or vessel,
boat, raft, or carriage, with intention of importing the
same into the United States, or the territories thcreof,
all such articles, as well as all other articles on board the
same ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, belonging t6
the owner of such prohibited articles, shall be forfeited,
and the owner thereof shall moreover forfeit and pay
treble the value of such articles.

StcT. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any ar-
ticle or articles, the importation of which is prohibited
by this act, shall, after the said fifteenth day of Novem~
ber next, be put on board any ship or vessel, boat, raft or
carriage, with intention to import the same into the
United.States, or the territories thereof, contrary to the
true intent and meaning of this act, and with the know-
ledge of the owner or master of such ship or vessel,
boat, raft or carriage, shall be forfeited, and the owner
and master thereof shall moreover each forfeit and pay
treble the valuc of such articles.

SECT. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any ar-
ticle or articles, the importation of which is prohibited
by this act, and which shall nevertheless be on board any
ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, arriving «after the
said fifteenth day of November ncxt, in the United
> States, or the territories thereof, shall be omitted in th
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'fo THE

ENGLISHyNATION.

ENGLISHMEN,

"THE Charters following this Address, called

Macna CuARrTA and the Birr or RicHrs,
formed the Constitution of the country of your
forefathers : they ought to have formed the
Constitution of yodr country ; but the canker-
worm of Corruption has introduced his foul
fangs into its fine form, and some of its nobler

parts have thereby been mutilated, almost to
subversion.

Previously, however, to any discussion on
the mutilations committed on these memorable
grants, I will attempt to shew from whence
the grants themselves originated.

MAGNA
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MAGNA CHARTA is looked up to by

the people of England as the foundation stone
of the English Constitution and of English
liberty. King John had no sooner signed this
deed, than he found that it set bounds to his
power, and which to begr he conceived to be
an intolerable disgrace; 7'md all the precautions
taken by the Barons, to Secure the observance of
its articles, seemed barely sufficient to counter-
balance the unséttled disposition of the king, sur-
rounded by a circle of unprincipled men, mostly
French. They represented to him the injury
he had done to himself, in suffering his Barons
to deprive him of so much of his regal power.
John felt the force of their arguments, and
determined, if possible, to frec himself from
the subjection of the Barons. "He wished for
revenge, but had neither men nor money to
support him in the cxecution of his ambitious
views. . At length, when almost driven into-a
state of despair, by the never-ceasing reproaches
of his courtiers, he sent the Bishop of Worcester,
the Bishop of Norwich, and others, into France,
Germany, Italy, and Flanders, with offers to
such as would enter into his service, of the
estates of the rebellious Barons—so he termed
those friends to patriotism and liberty.

John



3

John, in the mean time that his agents were
busy in raising troops, addressed a letter to the
Pope, acquainting him with his situation, and
at the sam¢ time sent him a copy of the Great
Charter, with %n iftreaty’ to be absolved from
the oath he had taken to observe it. He suc-
cegded at the court of'%lome: Pope Innocent
IT1. who felt himself mitch hurt by his vassal’s
humiliating situation, swore by St. Peter, that
the temerity of the Barons should not go un-
punished. He sent them orders to renounce’
those privileges which they had with so much
difficulty obtained, or incur the anger ,of the.
Holy See. The Barons, however, disregarding
the rage of the Pope, immediately seized on
Rochester, at that time a vast magazine of arms
and ammunition.

Advice now came to King John, that large
bodies of troops, raised by his agents, had
arrived at Dover; in fact, the numbers were
so great, that although forty thoysand,men
under the conduct of Hugh de Boves are said
to have perished at sca, yet there werc a suffi-
ficient number remaining to awe the Barons. |

The king’s first undertaking with these
mcrcgnaries, was to attack Rochester. which
B 2 he
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he carried, although the Barons used every
means to throw succours into it. Immediately
after this event he divided his army, with an
intent to ravage the southern counties. Eng-
land was now in a most miserdble state; two
armies of foreigners, rendered bold and bloody
by success, and the king’s promises, were de-
stroying the country in a merciless manner.
The Barons finding their power incompetent
to meet the foe in the field, had returned to

* London : their castles, their houses, and their

L]

lanc!s were now laid waste by the enemy ; and
thosé great characters, which but a short time
before had been the boast of every Englishman
blessed with the light of reason, were reduced
to the most deplorable condition, which life is
capable of sustaining.

The insatiate John seemed to glut his revenge
with all that pleasure which plays about the
heart of a sanguinary tyrant, intent on the de-
struction of humanity. He ravaged with fire
and sword the counties of Essex, Middlesex,
Hertford, Cambridge, and Huntingdon; while
Pope Innocent thundered the anathemas of the
Church against the distressed Barons and their
partizans.

The
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The Barons finding their estates plundered
and given to foreigners, that last resource of
wretchedness, despair, prompted them to offer,
as far as in their power lay, the crown of Eng-
land to Prince Louis, sen of King Philip of
_France. Philip readily embraced the propo-
sition ; and, after having received hostages from
the Barons, began to make preparations fot a
descent,

Louis landed soon after at Sandwich, in Kent,
without interruption. e marched to Raches-
ter, which he took after a faint resistance 7 and
the whole county of Kent, Dover excepted,
became in a very short time under the controul
of the French. Louis, soon after, became
master of the southern counties; Norfolk and
Suffolk had likewise submitted to his arms, and
the city of York had fallen before the power of
his adherents: during which time the base
John had the mortification to find his foreign
friends, his hired adventurers, were deserting in
numbers to his foe. This circumstance, “with a
variety of others, all tending to affect both the
mental and bodily faculties, threw him into a
fever, which deprived him of life on the 18th
of October 1216, one year and four months
after he had signed Magna Charta.

Not
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Not cven this wicked king, nor any of his
successors, with intentions equally unworthy,
have yet been able to destroy this glorious work.
It has, indeed, been mutilated, but to this hour
it remains the corner stonz of English liberty ;
and it is most fervently to be hoped, that
nothing short of the general wreck of Nature,
will ever shake it to its fall.

The Constitution of FEngland, as established
by the above sacred authority, having become
much impaired by the encroachments made
upoh it by some of the Lnglish kings, but more
particilarly by those of the Stuart dynasty, who
exceeded all their progenitors in mutilating che
venerable fabric; these men formed a court of
Star Chamber, a court of fine and imprison-
ment, without the interference of Juries—
These men assumed a power of dispensing with
the laws—These men exacted money from
the petple of England, without the authority
of parliament—These men endeavoured to es-
tablisn the power of the pope in England—
These men arrogated to themselves divine au-
thority to rule—These men were pensioners to
the court of France. One of these men de-
servedly lost his life on the scaffold, and one of
these men probably saved his life by abdication;

‘ and
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and the descendants of the latter were ex-
cluded from the succession to the throne of
England for the presumption, the insincerity, and
the proﬂigac'y of their ancegtors. This deluded
family ever. lost sight of a maxim, which, it is
io be hoped, the present exalted family will
constantly keep within their view, ¢ That while
*“ they continue true to the people, the people will
‘¢ continue true to them.’ )

At the abdication of James, the crown, of
England was offered to the Prince of Orange,
on certain conditions, which were afterwards
formed into a Bill, or Charter, and called the B/l
of Rights. This bill by no means abrogated
Magna Charta ; it went only to add strength
to the weakened part of that great work,
and to make some additional amendments
thereto, beneficial both to the prince and the
people.

Having shewn the means by whick our:an-
cestors obtained the two great Charters of our
liberties, I' come now to the painful task of
pointing out the decline of liberty, by the vio-
lences committed thercon, by weak or wicked
ministers, from time to time.

During
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- During a period of twenty-five years from
the establishment of the Bill of Rights, Cor-
ruption may be said almost to have hid its
monstrous head ; bnt soon after the introduc-
tion of a new family from Germany to the
throne of England—a family at that time wholly
uracquainted with the laws of the counury,
or the genius of the people—a plan was
formed by some designing courtiers, which
presently became a basis for a system of cor-
ruption, as complete as the most wicked of
men could ever wish or hope for. Sir Robert
Walpole was the first minister who. dared
openly to act upon this system, soon after

the commencement of the reign of George Il.’
He was a bold minister, and bribed in the
face of day, and presumed to say, ‘¢ That every
“ man had his price.”” Notwithstanding this
man’s barefacedness in the practice of bribery,
he was wanting in the refinement, in the
subtleties of the art, as practised by some of
his successors in office. The liberty of the
subject was, however, less sported with in
the reign of George II. than it has been since.
The Halbeas Corpus act was but once suspended
during that reign, and that at a time when
the most imminent danger threatened the
nation from an army of rebels within i‘s own
‘ bowels,
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bowels, headed by a man who claimed the
crown by jure divino, divine right—I mean the
Pretender, Charles Edward Stuart.

The administration of Lord Bute struck
the first -great blow at the Constitution since
the formation of the Bill of Rights. This was
by an attempt to establish a remnant of the
old Star-Chamber tyranny, as practised by the
first Charles of glorious memory, under the
name of a general warrant issued from the
Secretary of State’s office, and signed by. the
Secretary himself. The first attack by this
‘new Weapox1, or rather old weapon new po-
lished, was, very fortunately for the country,
made on an intrepid character, John Wilkes,
member for Aylkesbury; who had rendered him-
self ohnoxious to ministers by his bold spceches
in the House of Commons, and by his writ-
ings without doors. The matter was af length
argued in the Court of Common Pleas, West-
minster, before Sir €harles Pratt,, afteswards
Lord Camden, and declared to be illegal. This
latter event took place during the short admini-
stration of the Marquis of Rockingham, 1765.

The Duke of Grafton next succeeded to
offic : his strides at power beyond the law
‘C soon
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soon manifested itself; and the case of the
Freeholders of Middlesex, so far as related
to Mr. Wilkes and Colonel Lutterell must
ever stigmatize, not enly the ministers, but
the venal parhament of the day. .In fact,
it was the bare-faced corruption of this time
that called forth the pen of the admirable
Junius ; who never ceased to lash the infamy
of those concerned in frittering away the rights
of the people, till he drove them, with dis-
grace, from the sitnations which they were
unwarthy. to fill, into obscurity, if not ob-
livion. .

The Duke of Grafton’s administration no
sooner closed, than Lord North, previously an
under workman, now took the lead in the
ministerial work-shop. The American war, and
the objects immediately connected therewith,
occupied a grcat part of this administra-
tion. Notwithstanding this might be supposed
to have been sufficient “for the management
of any minister, he thought proper also to
irritate the people of England by a measure
which ought never to be resorted to but in
the worst of times :—this was no other than a
suspension of the Habeas Corpus act; a mea-
sure which had laip dormant since the jyear

1745
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1745. By the suspension' of this-act the li-

berties of the people are laid at the foot of
the minister: it enables him to imprison any

subject, during the suspension, without shew-

ing any causeefor <o doing, or bringing the

supposed offending party to a trial. Thus have

"Enj;hshmen been, by a complying and venal

parliament—a parliament whose majority con-

sisted of placemen and pensioners——consigned

to prisons from two to five years; and at length

liberated, without trial, or any satisfaction *
whatever for the injuries sustained eithet in

person or property. The cases of Bmcley and ,

Le Maitre, out of many more, will Justxfy me

in the above assertion: the ministers, always

taking care to cover themselves from the

reach of the law, by an act of indemnity.

The North administration, which finished
in the early part of 1781, was succecded by
the Rockingham, which was put an end to
by the death of the Marquis, and was suc-
ceeded by the Shelburne administration ; which
gave place, very early in 1783, to the coali-
tion, or North and Fox administration: this
administration did not stand one whole year.
During the Shelburne administration, the Ame-
rican colomes were declared ¢ free and inde-

c?2 ‘“ pendent
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¢« pendent states;”’ and from which time may

be dated the decline of the British Empire,
During these three short administrations, no-
thing material was done by ministers that af-
fected the Constitution.

We now arrive at the period of William
Pitt’s first administration: it will be found
replete with aggression against the subject.
This man, at the set-out of his career, pro-
mised much in favour of the people. The
popular sson of a popular father, he was,
.previops to his appointment of prime mi-
nister, the clamorous never-ceasing advocate
for Parliamentary Reform, ‘ a matter most
“ devoutly to be wished;” but no sooner
had he obtained the summit of office, but
his tones lowered, and fell by degrees, from
the warm friend into the determined enemy
of that measure, ’

My. Pit.t had now become, instead of the
champion of the people’s liberties, the cham-
pion of the court; and every act and thing
that breathed the warm spirit of liberty,
which he had herctofore endeavoured to fan
into an enthusiastic flame, he doomed to
destruction. Many persons were appreljended

on
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on charges of high trcason ; and among them,
John Horne Tooke, a very learned and wor-
thy character, who had, from the early part
of the present reign, united with some of the
first characters in she kingdom to stem the
overwhelr'ning torrent of ministerial corruption.
These men were tried by a special commission
at the Old Bailey, and acquitted. Mr. Pitt
was subpcena’d as an evidencg, and examined ;
but, to his eternal disgrace, he prevaricated;
and pretended to have lost all recollection of]
his own actions, when at mectings instituted
for the promotion of Parliamentary Reform,
until*reminded thereof in a manner thdt must
have been highly hurtful to the feelings of a
man of honour. No sooner were these trials
finished, but he introduced a new treason bill
into the House of Commons, and it received
the royal assent: the old treason act, which
had been, from the time of Edward 11, found
quite sufficient for all its alledged purposes,
became now exploded. Many other acts, mi-
litating against the liberty of the shbject,
originated during this man’s administration,
as well as the ruinous war in which we are
at presert unfortunately engaged, and to which
we must attribute the aggrandizement of Irance,
and the submission of almost all the powers

on
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on the European continent, to the yoke of that
overwhelming power.

The Addington administration, the second
administration of Pitt, the Grenville and Fox,
and the Portland administration, have not
openly attacked the Constitution ; yet, by a
kind of side-wind, or by a misconstruction of
the Bill of Rights, violent encroachments have
been made upon the liberty of the subject,
as in the cases of Wakeficld, and White and
Hart, and of which I shall speak shortly.

Peculators and mal-administrators in various
departments of the state have been exposed, if
not otherwise punished. Corruption has been
found to pervade every office and department
of Government that has hitherto come under
the investigation of the Committees appomtcd
for that purpose.

The rccent inquiry into the conduet of the
Duke of York, as Commander in Chicf of the
army, has thrown a strong light on the features
of this devouring monster; and although the
vote of a majority of the House of Commons,
declaratory of the Duke’s innocence of cor-

ruption, has passed, it will be, notwithstanding,
a difficult
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a difficult task indeed for ministers to bring the

minds of the people to a belief that he is inno-
cent of connivance also.

It is now oniy 1n tne aepartments of the state
atself, thas Corruption stalks unchecked; but
inte that ‘¢ Imperium in Imperio,” that injurious
monopoly, the India Company, it has also
found its way. Indeed, we ‘never expected
virtue to spring out of such ill-composed ma-~
terials as the union sovereignty and traffic:
a sovereign and a merchant will never amal-
gamate. Writerships and cadetships havo beer: -
sold in a variety of instances, through the in-
dustrious agency of Tahourdin and Shee, a
pair of men calling themselves Solicitors, but
better known by the name of Lawyers; and
it appears from the debates at the India House,
on Friday, April 7, that no less than eleven
Directors were implicated in the nefarious traffic.
It is most fervently to be hoped, that the law
will be sufficiently strong to reach gll owm any
of them found guilty of such a gross and scan-
dalous abuse both of their patronage and their
oath.

In the city, attempts to render the 5th section
of the Bill of Rights a dead letter, was made

by
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by the Mayor, Charles Flower, by refusing a
‘Common Hall, under a requisition, according
to law and usage. This weak man (not to
use a harsher phrase) presumed to dictate to
the citizens, and place his own very modcrate
judgment in competition with that of men of
real abilities, enlightened understanding, and
eloquence. FHe was, however, at length, ob-
liged to comply with the wishes of the citizens ;
and that body compelled him to put a vote of

“censure on his own conduct, aund it passed with

very few dissents in a Hall, composed of five
thousand persons. The Court of Common Coun-
cil have also expressed most fully their opinion on
the subject of corruption, and also on the conduct
of the majority in Parliament’ in favour of the
Duke of York. In Resolutien V. they declare,
that ¢¢ they (the majority of Parliament) voted
‘““ in direct contradiction to the evidence pro-
¢ duced.”” This declaration, or resolution of the
citizens, falls very little short of a vote of in-
famy, and places them and the majority of Par-
liament at issue ; one or the other must be right,
and the pcople at large are the umpire in this
great question. The citizens of London have
ever been looked up to by the nation at large,
as the assertors of true liberty. Whenever the
state has appeared to be in danger, either from

the
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‘he misconduct of the monarch, or from a licen-
ious spirit in the people, the rule of their con-
luct has been uniformly to support right; and
the cxample set, by jthem has been, in almost
svery instaiice, followed by all other corpora-
dons of consequence in the kingdom. The
present conduct of the citizens will do them
honour so long as liberty remaigs in England ;
and has shown them as men, worthy of a place
by the side of those immortal worthies, our

ancestors, who brought about the glorious
Revolt " in 1688.

I will now speak of some of the most striking
recent encroachments on the English Consti-
tution, agreeable to the promise made a few
pages back. )

The. 10th section of the Bill of Rights is thus
expressed—¢¢ That excesstve bail ought not*to be
‘“ required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
“ or unusual punishments inflicted.” 1t is tine,
it is beautiful in itself, and breathes that hea-
venly spirit of mercy, that every man of
common understanding must admire.  This
section appears t0 me to be very plain, even
to the conceptions of men of ordinary talents ;
it ought to appear at least ay clear, and to be

D as
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as well understood by those of more enlightened
minds and superior cducation. Notwithstand-,
ing which, excessive bail, or surety, has been
required. The case of l.ord G. Gordon, for a
libel on Antoinette, the infamous and last queen
of France, is in point, and which caused that
unfortunate, and I will say ill-advised man to
terminate his existence in prison : I think the
prison was Newgate.

Excessive fines have also been demanded—I
here allude to the case of Dickie, the Stationer.
I will not, in this place, go into an investigation
of the character of this man; I mean only to
say, that in consequence of the excessive fine
imposed as a retribution for his criminality,
and which it was out of his‘power to pay, he
lingered many years in prison, and in prison he
ultimately died.

The third part of the 10th section appears
to “apply directly in point to several recent
cases. In fact, not only the letter, but the
very spirit, here go hand in hand: the words
cruel and unusual want no definition; they
speak for themselves. Our apcestors spoke
thus plain, because no misconstruction should
be put upon the words of the Charter, every

‘ syllable
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syllable of which is so simple, that it is imme-
diately understood by the most inferior capa-
city, on the first reading. The Rev. Gilbert
Wakefield was convicted for publishing a libel
in either the city of London or county of Mid-
dlesex ; and his sentence.went to confine him
in the gaol'of Dorchester, instead of the county-
gadl of Middlesex, or Newgate. The case of
White and Hart is directly in point with Wake-
field’s case.. Thesc men were, one the printer
or editor, and the other the publisher, of a
weekly newspaper: they were convicted of"
printing and publishing two libels in the city
of London ; and the punishment was partly by«
fine, and partly by imprisonmment, not in the
gaol of the city of London, where they had
committed the offence, but in Dorchester and
Gloucester gaols; situated in counties or districts
wherein it was not cven stated that they had
committed any the least offence. These punish-
ments appear to strike both at the letter and
spirit of the Bill of Rights ; and if such is the
construction put by some men on &his part of
our Constitution—and such construction ap-
pears now to be the leading point of our law-
courts—county and district gaols are at opce
rendered useless, as far as relates to their ori-
ginal institution; and one general depdt, in
D 2. some
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~ some remote corner of the island will best suit
the disposition of some interpreters of that most
excellent code of jurisprudence, established by
our invaluable Constitution at the ever memo-
rable and glorious Revolution, after the abdica-
tion of the bigotted king and villain, James II.
These infringements, however, do not attach to
the present ministers, or the present judges;
they had been previously established under the
administrations of North and Pitt, and were now
grown into use from precedent.

Another encroachment on the rights of the
*people, and that of a gross and aggravated
nature, I will now adduce :—the act empow-
ering Justices of the Peace to try and determine’
certain causes in a ¢ summary way ;’’ that is to
say, without the assistance ofa jury, and from
whose decision there is no appeal. This act is a
direct attack on the 46th section of Magna Charta,
which see in its proper place. The cases already
quoted will be sufficient to shew, that a con-
spiracy ageinst the liberties of the people has
existed many years. I have only marked here
some of its footsteps, from the accession of Lord
Bute into power, in 1762 ; many more may be
adduced, were it necessary to make any further

observations thereon,
One



One concluding sentence, and I finish my ad-
dress to my countrymen. The subject of Par-
liamentary Retorm seems once more to engross
the attention of the people. The 8th section of
the Bill of Reights declares, ¢ that elections of
]Pfembers‘ of Purliament ought to be free;”’ by
whxch it 'is certainly implied, that there ought
not to be any interference in elections, and that
the representation ought to proceed from the
electors, and the electors only. How can we
then reconcile with this declaration, the elections,’
as they are termed, in those boroughs under
the immediate influence, or rather, in the gift,
of certain noble and opulent families *, who,
: from

* In the Court of Common Council it was stated, that 17
Peers and 92 Comwoners returncd 3068 members to the
House of Commons; and in vne of the resolves of the said
body they declare, « that i appears by a rcport of a Comirittce
“ of the House of Commons, that 78 Members or tiot House
¢ ar;: in the recapt of 178,994 per annum oul of fhe puldic
* money.”  Tn another part of their resolutions they declare.
that *¢ if any doubt could remain as to the bagetul “ect of
« such influence, it has been sufficiently exemplified by the
¢ rejection of Mr.Wardle’s late pioposition wn parliame: t,

IS

¢ against the most conclusive evidence, und unequivecal
. . -
« gense of the country, and where it appearcd that oIl ois

-

¢ Majesty's ministers, all the placemen, und all il pen-

-~

¢ sioners, then present, (stated to be 82 in number) veted
“ against the said proposition; wlile in the mumority of

- 105,
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trom among themselves, and ot by the free
suffrage of the people, elect nearly half of what
is called the representation of the people of
England. Nearly all the boroughs of ‘Wiltshire
and Cornwall, and many othere in different coun-
ties, are rendered useful only to their patrons;
and it is impossible to speak otherwise than in-
dignantly, when we find such places as Old Sa-
rum, Gatton, and many others, some quite desti-
tute of votes, and others nearly so, sending mem-
bers to Parliament ; while the flourishing towns
of Manchester, Glasgow, Leeds, Birmingham,
and Slicfield, each with a population from thirty
thousand to cighty thousand souls, as appears
by the census taken in 1801, remain without
any representation whatever in the Commons’”
House of Parliament. This is a matter which
cries loudly for remedy ; and it must be remedied
if it is not remedied shortly by prudent mea-
sures, it ‘will ultimately find its own remedy,
and ver_y probably in violence.

he N . .
Let it be considered, that taxation has nearly
reached its climax; that one seventh, by the
best calculation, of all the people of England are

“ 125, not one ministér, not one placeman, not one pen-
“ gioner, and only one naval and military commander was
“ to be found.”

paupers ;



paupers 3 that luxury pervades almost every
rank of society; that the cry of corruption in
the state comes from every mouth, and the cry
of Reform! Reformy! proceeds from every tongue,
and reverberates upon every car, throughout the
kingdom} that religion and morality are smiled
at as uscless in modern society ; that public
virtue is lost, because men, obtain seats in
parliament, by purchase or patronage, without
possessing honour, honesty, or national pride—s
When we have an enemy alimost at our doors as
fertile in projects as he is successfulin’ their exe-
cution—Think of these things, ye, whose dut;
" it is to apply, at least the palliative, if not the
caustic, to the sores which threatens death to
the Body Politic; and when you have con-
sidered these things well, and determine that this
is noi the proper season for Reform, at least
acknowledge your infatuation, and rush upon

perdition. ;



MAGNA CHARTA ;

OR" THE
GREAT CHARTER

LIBERTIES,

G'ranted by King Joux to the PEoPLE of ENGLAND,
< on the 15th Day of June, 1215

JOHN, by the grace of God, King of Eng-

land, Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy-
and Aquitaine, and Earl of Anjou; to the
archbishops, bishops, abbots,’ carls, barons,
justiciaries of the forests, sheriffs, governors,
officers, and to all bailiffs, and other his faithful

* Taken from an authentic copy of the original, in the
Cottonian library at Oxford. °

The Notes at the bottom referred to by the letters (a), (#),
&c. are such paragraphs as are to he found in the Magna
Charta extant in Matthew Paris, (p.255.) and which are left
out in the Cottonian copy. All insertions within these
marks [ ] are the clauscs omitted in the Magna Charta of
lenry 11I. The reader will therefore find here a faithful
copy of the Cottonian library Charter, as also that of Mat-
thew Paris, and that of Henry III.

subjects



subjects, greeting. Know ye, that We¥*, in
the presence of God, and for the health of our
soul, and ghe souls of our ancestors, and heirs,
and to the honoy of, God,.and the exaltation of
his holy church, and amendment of our king-
dom, by advice of our venerable fathers, Ste-
plen archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all
England, and cardinal of the holy Roman
church ; Henry archbishop of Dublin, William
bishop of London, Peter of Winchester, Jocelin
of Bath and Glastonbury, Hugh of Lincoln,
Walter of Worcester, William of Coventry,
Benedict of Rochester, bishops; and [laster
Pandulph, the Pope’s sub-deacon and ancient
servant ; brother Aymerick, master of the Tem:
ple in England, and the noble.persons William
Marescall earl of Pembroke, William earl of
Salisbury, William earl of Warren, William
earl of Arundel, Alan de Galoway constable
of Scotland, Warin Fitz-Gerald, Petere Fitz-
Herebert, and Hubert de Burgh seneschal ot
Poictou, Hugh de Neville, Mattlew %Fitz-
Herebert, Thomas Basset, Alan Basset, Philip
de Albiney, Robert de Ropele, John Marescall,
John Fitz-Hugh, and others our liegemen ;
have in the first place granted to God, and
* King John was the first of the kings of England, who in

his grants wrote We.  (Coke’s Institutes, p.2.)

E by



26

by this our present Charter, confirmed for us
and our heirs for ever.

1. That the church of England shall be frec ¥,
and enjoy her whole rights and liberties in-
violable 4. And we will have them so to be
observed, which appears from hence, that the
freedom of elections, which was reckoned most
necessary for the church of England £, of our
own free will and pleasure we have granted
and confirmed by our Charter, and obtained
the' confirmation of, from Pope Innocent the
Third, before the discord between Us and our
barons, which Charter wec shall observe, and
do will it to bc faithfully observed by our
heirs for cver.

2. We have also granted to all the freemen
of our kingdom, for us and our heirs for ever,
all th'e underwritten liberties, to have and to
hold them and their heirs, of Us and our
heirs.

* The goods and possessions of Ecclesiastics shall not be
lieble to oppression, Put yield only lawful duties. (Coke,
p-2) .
+ Ecclesiastics receive from this grant nothing more than -
a confirmation of their ancient privileges. (Coke, p.3.)

t See Rapin, page 207, col. 1. .
' 3. If
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3. If any of our carls*, or barons, or others,
who hold of Us in chief by military ser-
vice, shall die, and at the time of his death
his heir shall be of full age, and owe a re-
lief, he shall .havg, his inheritance by the an-
cient relief t; that is to say, the heir or heirs
of an eatl, for a whole earl’s barony, by a
hundred pounds; the heir or heirs of a
baron, for a whole barony, by a hundred
pounds}; the heir or heirs of a knight, for
a whole knight’s fee, by an hundred shillings
at most; and he that oweth less shall give
less, according to the ancient -custom of
fees:

* At this time the titles of Duke, M&.uis, and Viscount,
were upknonwn in England. (See Rapin, p. 149, 150; and
Selden’s Titles of gllonor.

+ The relief of an Farl, as set down in the laws of
William L. was, eight horses saddled and bridled, four hel-
mets, four coats of m:il, four shields, four spears, four
swords, four chafers, and one palfrey bridled and saddled.
The reliet of a Baron was one half of the above, together
with the palfrey. That of a vavasor, of greaf vassal, to
his Jord, bhis best horse, his helmet, coat of mail, shield,
spear, sword; or, in lieu of these, onc hundred slxillings,.
&c. &ce. (Coke, p.7.)

1 The Cottonian copy has it as above; but it sHould be
snarks in liew of pounds. (Coke, p.7.)

E 2 4. But
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4. But if the heir of any such shall be under
age, and shall be in * ward (a), when he comes
of age, he shall have his inheritance without
relief or without fine (4). '

. ¢ J e

5. The warden of the land of such heir,
who shall be under age, shall take of the
land of such heir only reasonable issues, rea-
sonable customs, , and reasonable servicest;
and that without destruction and waste of the
men or things (¢). And if we shall commit
the guardianship of these lands to the sheriff,
or any .other, who is answerable to us for the
oy

. ]

(@) [His lord shall not have the wardship of him, nor his
land, before he h@h received his homage; and after such '
heir shall be in ward, and shall attain to the age of twenty-
one years.] !

(b) [Yet so, that if he be made a knight§ while he is under
age, nevertheless the lands shall remain in the custody of the
lord, until the aforesaid time.]

(¢) [Upon the estate.]

b Heirs"of thetking’s tenauts, while under age, were said
to be in ward.

+ By Issues are meant rents and profits, customs, advow-
sons, commons, strays, fines, &c. By Services, the labour
duc from copyholders to their lords.  (Rapin, p. 150, and
Notes; and Coke, p. 12, 13.)

§ By being made a knight, the heir was out of ward as to his body ;
but the Jand remained in custody «of the lord. (Coke, p.11.)
) issuces
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issues of theland ; and if he shall make destruc-
tion and waste upon the ward-linds, we will
’compel him to give satisfaction, and the land
shall be committed to two lawful and discreet
tenants of that fée, &ho shall be answerable
for the issugs to us, or to hiin whom we shall
assign. And if we shall give or sell the ward-
ship of any such lands to any one, aud he
makes destruction or waste upon them, he
shall lose the wardship, which shall be com-
mitted to two lawful and discreet tenants of
that fee, who shall in like manner be answey- )
able to us, as hath been said. ’

6. But the warden, so long as haeshall have
the "wardship of the land, shall keen up and
maintain  the howses, parks. warrens, ponds,
mills, and other things pertaining to the land,
out of the issues of the same land; and shall
restore to the heir, when he conies of full age,
his whole land stocked with ploughs and carri-
ages, according as the time of waingee shall
require, and the issues of the land can reason-
ably bear (a).

.

() [And all these things shall be observed in the custo-
dies of vacant archbishopricks, Dishop. iy, abbics, pricnies,
churches, and dignities wineh uppertain to vs; exvept that
these wardships are not be sold.] ¢ )

. 7. Ileirs
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7. Heirs shall be married without dispa-
ragement *, [so as that before matrimony
shall be contracted, those who are ncarcst
to the heir in blood shall be made acquainted
with it.] ’

S. A widow, after thc death of her husband,
shall forthwith, and without any difficulty,
have her marriage +, and her inheritance ; nor
shall she give any thing for her dower, or
her'murriagc, or her inheritance, which her
hesband and she held at the day of his death:
And she may remain in the capital messuage
or mansion house of her husband, fo;'ty days
after his death; within which term her dower
shall be assigned («).

(a) [If it was not assigned before, or unless the house
shall be a castle; and if she departs from the castle, there shall
forthwith bLe provided for her a complete house,'in which
she ay decently dwell, till her dower be to her assigned
as hath been said; and she shall in the mean time have
her®reasonable Estorer (competent maintenance) out of the
common [Revenue.] And there shall be assigned to her
for her dower, the third part of her husband’s lunds, which
were his in his life time, except she wcre endowed with
“less at the church door.]

* Under his degree.
+ Liberty to marry where she will.

9. No
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9. No widow shall be destein’d * to marry
herself’ so long as she has a mind to live
without a [usband. But yet she shall give se-
curity that she, wil.l not, marry without our
assent, if*she holds of Us; or without the
cdonsent of* the lord of whom she holds, if she
holds of another.

10. Neither we nor our bailiffs + shall seize
any; land ¥ or rent for any debt, so long as
there shall be chattels of the debtor’s upon
the premises, sufficient to pay the debt (@),
Nor shall the sureties of the debtor bs de-
strained, so long as the principal debtor is suf-
ficient for the payment of the debt.

11. And if the principal debtor fail in the
payment of the debt, not having wherewithal to
discharge it(b), then the suieties shall answer
the debt, and, if they will, they shal| have
the lands and rents of the debtor, until they
shall be satisfied for the debt whiche they

(a) [And that the debtor be ready to satisfy it.]
(b) [Or will not discharge it when he is able.)

* Compelled by seizing her goods.
+ Sheriffs and their officers.  (Coke, p. 19.)
t Previons to this grant, the king could take the body,
lands, aud goods of the debtor. (Coke, wid Y X
’ paid
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paid for him; unless the principal debtor can
show himselt acquitted thereof, against the.
said sureties.

12. [If any one have borrowed rany thing .
of the Jews, more or less, and .ies before
the debt be satisfied, therc shall be no interest
paid for that debt, so long as the heir is
under age, of whomsoever he may hold: and
if the debt falls into our hands, we will take
only the chattels mentioned in the Charter or
instrument. ]

13. [And if any one shall die indebted to
the Jews, his wife shall have her dower, and
pay nothing of that debt; and if the deceased
lett children under age, they shall have ne-
cessaries provided for them according to the
tenement (or real estate) of the deceased, and
out .of the residue the debt shall be paid;
saving however the service of the lords. In
like gnanper let it be with the debts due to
other persons than Jews. ]

14. No Scutage * or aid shall be imposed
in’ our kingdom, unless by the common coun-

* Military service, due to the king from the tcnants in
chief. (Rapin.)

%

cil
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cil of our kingdom, except to redeem our
person, and to make our cldest son a knight,
and once to marry our eddest daughter; and

for thisethere shall onlv be paid a reasonable
aid.

15. [In like manner it shall be concerning
the aids of the city of ILondon; and] the
city of London shall have.all its ancient li-
bertics and free customs, as well by land as
by water.

16. Furthermore, we will and grait tRag
all ‘other eities and boroughs, and towns (@),
and ports, shall have all their liberties and
frec customs; and shall have the common
council of thg kingdom concerning the assess-
ment of their aids, except in the three cases
aforesaid.

17. [And for the assessing of scutages we
shall cause to be summoned the .archbishops,
bishops, abbots, earls, and great barons of
the realm, singly by our letters. ]

(a) [And barons of the Cinque ports*.]
* The Cinque ports are in the county of Kent, and have great

privileges. (Rapin.)

13 18. [And
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¥®. [And furthermore, we shall cause to
be summoned in general by our sheriffs
and bailifts, all others who hold of us in
chiel*, ar a certain day, that is to say, forty
days (before their ecting) at least, to a
certain place; and in all letters of such
summons, we will declare the caust of the
summons. | )

19. [And summons being thus made, the
business shall proceed on the day appointed,
according to the advice of such as shall be
preséng, although afl that were summoned
[ ol -
come 1ot. |

20. We will not for the future grant to’
any one, that he may take aid of his own
frec-tenants, unless to redeem *his body; and
to make his eldest son a knight, and once
to marry his cldest daughter; and for. this
there skall only be paid a rcasonable aid.

21. No man shall be distrcined to performn
more service for a knight’s fee, or other free
tenecment, than is due from thence.

It appears by this article that none but tenants in
chief, had a right to sit in the common-council, or par-
liament, (Rapin.) .
) 92, Common
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22. Common Pleas shall not follow ‘éur
court but shall be holden in some certain
place: trials upon the writs of Novel Disseisin,
and of Mort d’ Ancestor, and of Darrcine Pre-
sentment *, shatl be takeh but in their proper
,counties, and after this manner: We, or (if we
shall be out of the realm) our chief jus-
ticiary, shall send two justiciaries through
every county four times aevear; who, with
the four knights chosen out of every shire
by the people, shall hold the said assizes in

the county, on the day, and at the place
appointed,

23. And if any matters cannot be deter-
mined on the day appointed to hold the assizes
in each county, so many of the knights and
frecholders as have been at the assizes afore-

* A writ of Assize of Novel Dessiisin les, where a tenant,
for ever. or for life, is put out and desseised of Iis lands or
tenements, rents, conunon of psture, comuion way, or of an
ofiice, toll, &ec. that be may rceover his right. (5. Jacol.)
A writ of Mort & cdncestor is that which lies where any near
relntions ot a4 man die, seized of lands, rents, or tenements,
and alter his death, a stranger seizes them.

A writ of
Darricne Presentment lies, where a man or his ancestors
have presented to a chureh, and after it has become void, a
stranger piesents thereto, whereby the person having right
is disturbed. ([d.) “

or?2 said,



36

said, shall be appointed to decide them, as is
necessary, according as there is more or less
business (a).

24. A free man * shall. not» be“amerced for a
small fault, but according to the degree of
the fault; and for a great crime, in propors
tion to the heinousness of it, saving to him
his contenementt, and after the same man-
ner a merchant, saving to him his merchan-
dise.

~—925. And a villain () shall be amerced after

the same manner, saving to him his wainage #,

if he falls under our mercy; and none of the
aforesaid amerciaments § shall be assessed,

but by the oath of honest men: of the neigh-

bourhood (c).

(a) [Asgizes of Darrienc Presentment to churches, shall be
always taken before the justiciaries of the bench.]

() [Of‘any other than our own.}

(¢) [Of the cSunty.]

® A Freebolder.

+ The means of livelihood, such as tools, implements, &c.

1 Carts and implements of husbandry.

§ Pecuniary punisbment of an oficnder, eguinst the kiny,
(Jacob,)
' 26, Earls
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96. Earls and barons shall not be amerced
but by their peers*, and according to the
quality of the offence.

27. No eccleswastigal person shall be amer-
“ced, but accordmg to the proportion aforesaid,
and .not according to the value of his ecclesi-
astlcal benefice.

28. Neither a town, nor any person, shall be
distreined to make bridges over rivers, unless
that anciently, and of right they are bound to
do it ().

29. No sheriff, constable ¥, coroners, orother
our bailiffs, shall hold pleas of the crown.

30. [All coundies, hundreds, wapentakes,
and trethings, shall stand at the old ferm,
without any encrease, except in our demecsne
lands. ]

81. If any one that holds of us a lays{ce,

(¢) [No river for the future shall be embanked, but what
was embanked in the time of King Ilenry our grand-
father.]

* Lquals.
+ Constable of a castle. Men in ancient times ol preat

Authority. y
dics,
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dies, and the sheriff or our bailiff show our
letters-patent of summons concerning the debt,
due to us {from the deceased; it shall be lawful
for the sheriff or our bailiff to attach and
register the chattels of the dectased found upon
his lay-fee, to the value of the debt, by the
view of lawful men, so as nothing be . re-
moved until our whole debt be paid; and the
rest shall be lef: to the executors to fulfil the
will of the deceased: and if there be nothing
due from him to us, all the clattels shall
remain to the deccased, save to his wife and
children their reasonable shares.

32. [If any frecman dies intestate, This
chattels shall be distributed by the hands of
his nearest relations and friends, by view of
the church, saving to every one his debts,
which the deceased owed. ]

No conctable or bailift of ours shall take
corneor olher chattels of any man («), unless he
presently gives him money for it, or hath respite
of payment from the scller (4).

'(u) [Who is not ot the town where the castle is.]
(hy [But if he Le of the same town, he shall pay him
within forty days.]
34, No
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34. No constable shall distrein any knight
to give money for castle-guard, if he ‘himself
sshall do it in his own person, or by another

able man, in.case he shall be hindered by any
reasonable cause.

*35. And if We shall lead him, or if we shall
send” him into the army, he shall be free from
castle-guard, for the time he shall be in the
army, by cur command («).

36. No sheriff or bailiff of ours, or any
other, shall take hevses or carts of any, tdr
carriaged(0) .

97. Neither shall We or our officers or
others, take any man’s timber for our castles,
or other uses, unless by the consent of'the owner
of the timber (¢).

38. We will retain the lands of those °that

(@) [For the fee, for which he did service in the army.]

(&) [Without paying according to the rate anciently ap-
pointed ; that is to say, for a cart and two horses, ten-pence
a day; and for a cart and three horses, fourtcen-pence
day.]

(©) No demesne cart of any ecclesiastical person, or knight,

or any lady, shall be taken Ly our officers.
are
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are convicted of felony but one year and a day,
and then they shall be delivered to the lord of
the fee.

39. All Weares for the time to come shall be
demolished in the rivers Thames and Mcdway,
and throughout all England, exceépt upon the
sea-coast.

40. The writ which is called Preecipe®, for
the tuture, shall not be granted to any one of
any tencment, whereby a freeman may lose his
cause.

. There shall be one mcasure of wine, and
one of ale, through our whole realm; and one
mecasure of corn, that is to say, the London
quarter ; and one breadth 8f dyed cloth and
russets and haberjectst, that is to say, two
ells within the list ; and the weights shall be
as the measures.

“42.*From henceforward nothing shall be

* The writ called Precipe quod reddat. It signifies in
general an order from the king, or some court of justice, to
put in possession any person complaining of having been un-
justly put out,

+ A sort of coarse cloth.

given
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given or taken for a writ of inquisition¥, from
him that desires an inquisition of life or limbs,
but shall be granted gratis, and not denied.

43. If any one holds of us by fee-farm, or
sbqage, or'burgage‘l', and holds lands of ano-
ther by military service, We will not have the
wardship of the heir or land, which belongs to
‘another man’s fee, by reason of what he holds
of Us by fee-farm, socage, or burgage: nor
will we have the wardship of the fee-farm, so-
cage, or burgage, unless the fee-farm is bdund,
to perform military service.

44. We will not have the wardship of an heir,
nor of any land, which he holds of another by
military scrvice, by reason ot any pefit serjeanty
he holds of us, as’ by the service of giving us
daggers, arrows, or the like.

.

* A writ directed to the sheriff, to enquire wljetherea man
sent to prison on suspiciou of murder, was committed on just
cause of suspicion, or only out of malice. (Jucob.)

+ To hold in Fee-Farm, is, when there is some rent reserved
by the lord, upon granting the tenancy. To'hold in Socage,
is; upon condition of ploughing the lord’s land, and doing
other offices of husbandry. And to hold in Burgage, is, when
the inhabitants of a borough puy the king a certain rent for
their tenements.

G 45, No
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45. No bailiff for the future shall put any
man to his law*, (a) upon his single accu-
sation, without credible witnesses produced to
prove 1t,

46. No freeman shall be taken, or impri-
soned, or disseis’d (4), or out-law’d, or ba-
nished, or any ways destroyed; nor will we
pass upon him, or commit him to prison, unless
by the legal judgment of his peers, or by the
law of the land 1.

4/~ We will no sell to no man, we will deny
no man, nor defer right or justice.

48 All merchants (¢) shall have safe and se-
cure conduct to go out of, and come into Eng-
land%; and to stay there, and to pass, as well
by land as by water; to buy and sell by the

(a) [Not to an oath.]
(b) {Of hig freehold or liberties, or free customs.]
(¢) [Unless they be publicly prohibited.]

* To take his oath.

4 Legal process, trial by a jury of equals. (Dir.Brady.)

1 By some ancient laws of England, foreign merchants
were forbid to come into the kingdom, except in fair times,
and were not allowed to continue therein more than -forty

days, (Coke, p.57.) )
ancient
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ancient and allowed customs, without any evil
tolls, except in time of war, or when they shall
be of any nation in war with us.

49. Ang if there, shall be found any such in
qur land in the beginning of a war, they shall
be. attached without damage to their bodies
or goods, until it may be known unto us, or our
chief justiciary, how our merehants be treated
in the nation at war with us: and if ours be
safe there, they shall be safe in our land.

50. [It shall be lawful for the time to eomez
for any one to go out of our kingdom, and re-
turn safely and securely by land or by water,
saving his allegiance to us; unless in time of
war by some short space for the common benefit
of the kingdom, except prisoners and out-laws,
(according to the law of the land) and people in
war with Us, and merchants who shall be in
such condition as is above mentioned. ]

51. If any man holds of any escheat, as of
the honour of Wallingford, Nottingham, Bo-
logne, Lancaster, or of other escheats which
are in our hands, and are baronics, and dies, ‘his
heir shall not give any other relict, or perform
any other service to Us than he would to the

G2 baron,
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baron, if the barony were in possession of the
baron ; We will hold it after the same manner
the baron held it (a).

52. [Those men who dwel] without tne forest,
from henceforth shall not come before our justi-
ciaries of the forest upon summons, but sup}f
as are impleaded, or are pledges for any that
were attached fer something concerning the
forest] (4).

) 53. We
«. (@) Nor will we by reason of such barony or escheat, have
any escheat or wardship of any of our men, unless he that
held the barony or escheat, held of us in chief elsewhere.

(6) [No County-court for the future shall he holden but
from month to month; and where there used to be a greater
interval, let it be su continued. Neithgr any sheriff, or his
bailiff, shall keep his turn in the hundred oftener than twice in
a year, and only in the accustomed place; that is, once after
Easter, and once after Michaclmas ; and the view of Frank-
pledge shall be held after Michaelinas, without occasion®,
and so that every one shall have his liberties, which he bad
and was wong to have in the time of King Henry our grand-
futher, or such as he obtained afterwards. But the view of
Frank-pledge shall be so made, that our peace may be kept,
and that the tything be full, as it was wont to be. And the
shefiffs shall not seek occasions f, but sball be content with
what the sheriff was wont to have, for making his view, in

* Without oppression. (Dr. Brady.)

t Causes to oppress any man, (ibid.) |
. the
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53. We will not make any justiciaries, con-
stables, sheriffs, or bailiffs, but what are know-
ing in the law of the realm, and arc disposed
duly to obstrve it.

, 54, All Jbarons, who are founders of abbies,
and have charters of the Kings of England
for the advowson, or are entitled to it by an-

the time of King Ilenry our grandfaf time to

come it shall not be lawtul for any man t ¢rve tas lind to,
a religious house, so as to take it again, and held it of that

house. Nor shall it be lawful for any rel .ious bouse ter re-

ceive lupd, so as to grant it to him again of whon tey ree
ceived it, to hold of him. If any man for the futw e thall <o

give his land to a religious house, and be convicted thereof,

his gift shall be void, and the land shaii be forfeited to the

lord of the tee*. Scutage for the tuture shell net be taken,

as it was used to b® tuken in the time of King Heary onr
grandfather. [And that the sheriv shall oppress no man, Lut

be content with what he wus wont to have]  So g to the

archbishop, bishops, abbets, priors, temple. hospitallers,

earls, barons, kuights, and all others. as weli ecclesiastics

as seculurs, the liberties and tree customs which they had

before: These being Witnesses, &c. _

* By holding lands of the church, the scrvice due from the fees,
which were intended for the .J. ence of the kingdom, were uniustly
withdrawn ; and the chief lor's ‘os: vhereby the estheats, wardships,
relicfs, Ac. Many ways were found ro ovade the force o1 this law,
until an efiectual stop was put thercto, by the statute of Mortmiin
7 Edward II.

cient
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cient tenure, may have the custody of them,
when void, as they ought to have.

55. All woods that have been -taken into
the forests («) in our own tgne, shall forth-
with be laid out again (4), and the like shall
be done with the rivers that have been taken
or fenced in by us, during our rcign. '

"56. All evil customs concerning forests, war-
.rens, and foresters, warreners, sheriffs, and
their officers, rivers, and their keepers, shall
'ﬁ)r'thwith he enquired into in cach county, by
twelve knights of the same shire, chosen by
the most creditable persons in thce same county,
and upon oath; and, within forty days after
the said inquest, be utterly abolished, so as
never to be restored (). '

57. We will immediately give up all hos-
tages and engagements, delivered unto us by our
English subjects, as sccurities for their keeping
the p'cacc:' and yielding us faithful service.

(a) [By King Richard our brother.]

@) [Unless they were our demesne woods.]

() [No freeman for the future shall give or sell any more
of his land, but so that, out of the residue, the service due to
the lord of the fee may be sufticiently performed.]

58. We
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58. We will entirely remove from our
»bailiwicks the relations of Gerard de Athyes,
io as that for the future they shall have no
nailiwick in England. We will also remove
Engelard ‘de Cygoﬁy, Andrew, Peter, and
dyon de Canceles, Gyon de Cygony, Geof-
rey de Martyn and his brothers, Philip Mark
ind his brothers, and his nephew Geoffrey,
ind their whole retinue. ’

59. And as soon as peace is restored, we
will send out of the Kingdom all forcign sol-
diers, ,cross-bowmen, and stipendiaries, whe
are come with horses and arms, to the injury
of our people,

60. If any owe hath been dispossessed, or
deprived by us without the legal judgment
of his peers, of his lands, castles, liberties
or right, we will forthwith restore them to
him; and if any dispute ariscs upon this
head, let the matter be decided by the five
and twenty barons hereafter mentioned *, for
the preservation of the peace.

61. As

* Acrordiag to Matthew Paris, p. 262, their names were,
the Larls .af Clare, Albemarle, Gluceater, Winchester, Here-
ford, Larl Roger, Earl Robert, Earl’ Marescald }muor, Robert

- Fitz-



48

61. As for those things, of which any
person has, without the legal judgment of his
peers, been dispossessed or deprived, either
by King Henry our father,or our brother
King Richard, and which we have in our
hands, or are possessed by other$, and we
are bound to warrant and make good, we
shall have a respite, till the term usually al-
lowed the croises; excepting those things
.about which there is a suit depending, or
whercof an inquest hath been made by our
order, before we undertook the crusade. But
Wwhen we return from our pilgrimage, or if
we do not perform it, we will immedi-
ately cause full justice to be administered
therein.

62. The same respite we shall have for dis-
afforesting the forests, which Henry our fa-
ther, or our brother Richard have afforested ;
and for the wardship of the lands which are
in anbthet’s fee, in the same manner as wc

- Fitz-Walter senior, Gilbert de Clare, Eustace de Vesci, Hugh
Bigod, Willianr de Munbray, Gilbert de Laval, Robert de Ros,
Richard de Perci, John Fitz-Robert, William Malet, Geofirey
de Say, Roger de Munbray, William de Huntingfeld, Richard
de Muntfichet, William d¢ Albany, the Mayor of London, and
the Constable of Chester. :

have
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have hitherto enjoyed_ those wardships, by
weason of a fee, held of us by knight’s ser-
vice ; and fqr the abbies founded in any other
fee than our own, in which the lord of the
fee claims a‘right. And when we return from
our pilgrimage, or if we should not perform
it, we will immediately do full justice to all
the complainants in this behalf.

63. No man shall be taken or imprisoned,
upon the appeal of a woman, for the death
of any other man than her husband.

64. All unjust and illegal fines, and all
amerciaments imposed unjustly, and contrary
to the law of the land, shall be entirely for-
given, or else be deft to the decision of the
five and twenty barons hereafter mentioned
for the preservation of the peace, or of the
major part of them, together with the atore-
said Stephen archbishop of Canterbury, if he
can be present, and others whom he shall think
fit to take along with him. And if he cannot
be present, the business shall notwithstanding
go on without him. But so that, if one ox
more of the aforesaid five and twenty barons
be plaintiffs in the same cause, they shall be

set aside, as to what conceras this particular
H affair ;
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affair ; and others be chosen in their room out
of the-said five and twenty, and sworn by tht
rest to decide that matter.

65. If we have disseised or dispossessed the
Welsh of any lands, liberties, or ‘other things,
without the legal judgment of their peers,
they shall impmediately bc restored to them.
And if any dispute arises upon this head, the
matter shall be determined in the Marches,
by the judgment of their peers. For tene-
ments in  England according to the law of
England. For tenements in Wales according
to the law of Wales. The same shall the Welsh
da to Us and our subjects.

66. As for all those thifgs, of which any
Welshman hath, without the legal judgment
of his peers, being disseised or deprived, by
King Henry our father, or our bLrother King
Richard, and which we either have in our
hands, or others are possessed of, and we are
obliged to warrant it ; we shall have a respite
till the time generally allowed, the croises:
excepting those things about which a suit is de-
pending, or 'whereof an inquest has becn made
by our order, before we undertook the cru-

sade. But when'we return, or if we stay at
home
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home and do not perform our pilgrimage, we
will immediately do them full justice accord-
sing to the laws of the Welsh, and of the parts
afore-méntiqned.

67. We'will witout delay dismiss the son
of Lewelin; and all the Welsh hostages, and
release them from the engagements they en-
tered into with Us, for the preservation of the
peace.

68. We shall treat with Alexander King of
Scots, concerning the restoring of his sisters
and hestages, and his right and liberties; in®
the same form and manner as we shall do to
the rest of our barons of England ; unless: by
the engagements which his father William late
King of Scots Ifath entered into with us it
ought to be otherwise; and this shall be left
to the determination of his peers in our
court.

69. All the aforesaid customs and liberties
which we bave granted, to be holden in our
kingdom, as much as it belongs to us towards
our people; all our subjects, as Well clergy
as laity, shall observe as far as they are con-
cerned, towards their dependents.

e 70. And
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70. And whereas, for the honour of God,
‘and the amenament of our kingdom, and for
quieting the discord that has arisen between
Us and our barons, we have- granted all the
things aforesaid; willing to render them firm
and lasting, we.do give @nd grant our subjects
the following security; namely, that the ba-
rons may choose five and twenty barons of
the kingdom, whom they think convenient,
who shall take care, with all their might, to
"hold and observe, and cause to be observed,
the peace and liberties we have granted them,
and by this our present Charter confirmed. So
as’ that if we, our justiciary, our bailiffs, or
any of our officers, shall in any case fail in.
the performance of them, towards any per-
son; or shall break through any of these ar-
ticles of peace and security, ‘and the offence is
notified to four barons, chosen out of the five
and twenty afore-mentioned, the said four ba-
rons shall repair to Us, or our justiciary if
we are out of the realm, and laying open the
 grievance, shall petition to have it redressed
without delay; and if it is not redressed by
Us, or, if we should chance to be out of the
realm, if 4t is not redressed by our justiciary,
within forty days, reckoning from the time

it has been netified to Us, or to our justiciary
‘ it
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if we should be out of the realm; the four
barons aforesaid shall lay the cause before the
rest of the five and twenty barons; and the
said five, and twenty barons, together with the
community of the whole, kingdom, shall distrain
and distress Us atl the ways possible; namely,
by seizing our castles, lands, possessions, and
in any other manner they can, till the grievance
is redressed according to their pleasure, saving
harmless our own person, and the person of our
queen and children; and when it is redressed,
they shall obey Us as before.

74. And any person whatsoever in the
kingdom may swear that le will obey the
orders of the five and twenty barons afore-
said, in the execution of the premises, and that
he will distress Us, jointly with them, to the
utmost of his power; and we give public and
free liberty to any onec that will swear to them,
and never shall hinder any person from taking
the same oath.

792. As for all those of our subjects, who will
not, of their own accord, swear to join the five
and twenty barons, in distreining and distres-
sing us, we will issue our order to make themn
take the same oath, as aforesaid.

73. And
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73. And if any one of the five and twenty
barons dies, or goes out of the kingdom, or is
hindred any other way, from putting the things
aforesaid in executicn, the rest of the said five
and twenty barons may choose another in his
room, at their discrction, whdé shall be sworn in
like mmannér, as the rest. .

74. Iir all things that are committed to the
charge of these five and twenty barons, if,
when they are all assembled together, they
should happen to disagree about any matter;
or sume of them, when summoned, will not
‘or' cannot come, whatever is agreed upon, or
enjoined by the major part of those who are
present, shall be reputed as firm and valid, as
if all the five and twenty had given their con-
sent, and the aforesaid five and twenty shall
swear, that all the premises they shall faithfully
observe, and cause with all their power to be
observed. i

75. And we will not, by ourselves, or others,
procure any thing, whereby any of these con-
cessions and liberties be revoked, or lessened;
and if any such thing be obtained, let it be null
and void: neither shall we ever make use of it,
either by ourselves, or any other.

76. And
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76. And all the ill-will, anger, and malice,
that hath arisen between us and our subjects,
of the clergy and laity, fromn the first breaking
out of the digsension botween us, we do fully
remit, and forg'ivé. Moreover, all trespasses

* occasionéd bv the said dissension, from Easter in
the sixtecn:' y2ar of our reign, till the restora-
tion of peace and tranquillity, we hereby entirely
remit, to all, clergy as well as laity, and as far
as in Us lies, do fully forgive. .

77. We have moreover granted them’ our
letters-patent testimonial of Stephen lord arch-*
bishop of Canterbury, Henry lord archbishop of

Dublin, and the bishops aforesaid, as also of

Master Pandulph, for the security and conces-

sions aforesaid.’

78. Wherefore we will, and firmly enjoin,
that the church of England be free, and that
all men in our kingdom, have and hold, all the
aforesaid liberties, rights, and conce8sions, truly
and peaceably, freely and quietly, fully and
wholly, to themselves and their heirs, of Us and
our heirs, in all things and places ¥or ever, as is

aforesaid.

79. It is also sworn, ds well on our part, as
on
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on the part of the barons, that all the things
aforesaid shall faithfully and smcerely be ob-
served.

Given under our hand in the presduce of sthe wit-
nesses above-named, and many others, in the
Meadow called Runingmede, between Win -
delesore and Stanes, the 15tk day of June, in
the 17th year of our reign.

- o= So as we are first acquainted therewith,
or our justiciary, if we should not be in Eng-

land.

—o0 And in the same manner, about ad-
ministering justice, deafforesting the forests, let-
ting them continue. -

—+— Either in England or Wales.—

- . For ever.—

»,* There are two Copies of the above Charter in the Cotte-
.nian library, which are as old as the time of King John. One
has the broad Seal, and both appear to be written by the same
hand. That which hath no Seal, hath two slits at the bottom,
from which, without doubt, originally hung two Seals. The
words at the endof the Charter beginning with, “ So,” and
ending with “ For ever,” are placed in the like manner in the
original, and referred to by the same marks.

BILL



BILL OF RIGHTS.

] ) THE
- DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

PEOPLE OF ENGRAND,

Made by the Lorps Spiritual and Temporal,
and the ComMmons, assembled at Westminster,
assented to and confirmed by WILLIAM,
Prince of Orange, and the Princess MARY,
previous to the offer made them of the Crown,
by the Convention, February 13, 1689.

WHEREAS the late King James the Second,
by the assistance of divers evil counsellors,
judges, and ministers employed by him, did en-
deavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant
religion, and the laws and liberties of this king-
dom; by assuming and exercising 3 power of
dispensing with, and suspending of laws, with-
out consent of parliament ; by committing and
prosecuting divers worthy prelates,,for humbly
petitioning to be excused from concurring to
the said assumed power ; by issuing, and caus-
ing to be executed, a commission under the
r great
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great seal, for erecting a court called The Court

of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical Causes; by

levying mbnoy for and to the use of the crown,

by pretence of prerogative, for other time, and

in other manner, than the same was granted

by pdlllament by raising and keepmg a stand-

ing army within this kmgdom in time of peace,

without consent of parliament, and quartering

soldiers contrary,to law ; by causing divers good

.subjects, being Protestants, to be disarmed, at
. the same time when Papists were both armed
and employed ‘contrary to law; by violating

the freedom of clection of members to serve in

“parliament; by prosccutions in the Ceurt of
King’s Bench for matters and causes cognizable

only in parliament; and by divers otherarbitrary

and illegal courses. And whereas, of late years,

partial, corrupt, and unqualified persons have

been returned and served on juries in trials, and

particularly divers jurors in trials for high treason,
'which were not freeholders; and excessive bail
hath been required of persons committed in cri-

‘minal casts, to elude the benefit of the laws made
for the liberty of the subjects;; and cxcessive fines

have been imposed ; and illegal and cruel pums]x~

ments inflidted ; and several grants and promises

made of fines and forfeitures, before any convic-

tion or Judgment acamst the persons upon whom

the
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the same were to be levied. All which are ut-
terly and directly contrary to the known laws
and statutes, and freedom of this realm.

And whereas the gaid late King James the Se-
cond having abdicated the government, and the
throne being thereby vacant, his Highness the
Prince of Orange (whom it hath pleased Al--
mighty God to make the gloriofis instrument of
delivering this kingdom from popery and arbi-
trary power) did, by the advice of the Lords‘v spi-"
ritual and temporal and divers principal persans
of the Commons, cause letters to be written to the
lords spiritual and temporal, being Protestants,
and other letters to the several counties, cities,
universities, boroughs, and cinque-ports, for the
chusing of such jpersons to represent them, as
were of right to be sent to parliament, to méet
and sit at Westminster upon the twenty-second
day of January,in the year 1689, in order to
such an establishmeat, as that their religion, laws,
and liberties:might not again be in gdanger of
being subverted.” Upon which letters, elections
having been accordingly made; and thereupon
the Lords spiritual and temporal, ang Commons,
pursuant to their several letters and elections,
being now assembled in a full and free repre-
sentative of this nation, taking into thenr most

12 serious
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serious consideration the best means for attaining
the ends aforesaid, do in the first place (as their
ancestors in like case have usually done) for vin-
dicating and asserting their ancient rights and
liberties ; declare, ~ .«

1. That the pretended power of suspendirg
laws, or execution of laws, by regal authority,
without consent of parliament, is illegal.

< 2. That the pretended power of dispensing
with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal
apthority, as it hath been assumed and exer-
cised of late, is illegal. '

3. That the commission for erecting the late
court of Commissioners for Ecclgsiastical Causes,
and all other commissions and courts of the
like nature, are illegal and pernicious.

4, That the levying of money for or to the
use of the crown, by pretence of prerogative,
without grant of parliament, for longer time,
or in any other manner than the same is or
shall be granted, is illegal.

5, That it is the right of the subjects to
petition
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petition the king, and all commitments and pro-
secutions for such petitioning, are illegal,

6. That* raising and keeping a standing
army within thg kingdom in time of peace,
unless it be with the consent of parliament, is
agamst law,

7. That the subjects which are Protestants,
may have arms for their defence, suitable to
their condition, and as allowed by law.

8. That elections of members of parliamént
ought o be free.

9. That the freedom of speech, and debates
or proceedings in parliament, ought not to be
impeached or questioned in any court or place
out of parliament.

10. That excessive bail ought not.to be re-
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted. o+ e

11. That jurors ought to be duly empanelled
and returned, and jurors which pass upon men
in trials of high treason ought to be fieeholders.

19. That
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12. That all grants and promises of fines and
forfeitures of particular persons, before con-
viction, are illegal and void.

13. And that, for redress of all grievances, and
for the amending, strengthening, and preserving
of the laws, parliaments ought to be held fre-
quently.

_ And they do claim, demand, and insist upon
21l and singumar the premises, as their undoubted
rights and liberties. And no declarations, judg-
\mentss doings, or proceedings, to the prgudxce
of the people in any of the said premises, ought
in any wise to be drawn hereafter into conse-
quence or example. To which demand of their
rights they are particularly encouraged by the
declaration of his Highness the Prince of Orarige,
as being the only means for obtaining a full re-
dress and remedy thercin.

Having therefore an entire confidence, that his
said Highness the Prince of Orange will perfect
the deliverance sp far advanced by him, and will
still preserve them from the violation of their
rights, which® they have here aseertcd, and from all
otherattempts upon their religion, rights, and Ti-
berties ; the Lords spiritual and temporal, assem-

‘ bled
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bled at Westminster, do resolve, That WiLLram
and MaRry, Prince and Princess of Orange, be,
and be declared King and Queen of England,
France, and Ireland, and the dominions there-
unto belonging, to hold ¢he crown and royal
dignity of the said kingdoms and dominions to
them the®said Prince and Princess, during their
llVCS and the life of the survivor of them ; and
that the sole and full exercise of the regal power
be only in, and executed by the said Prince of
Orange in the names of the said Prince ang
Princess during their joint lives ; and afier their
decease the said crown and royal dignity of*the
said kingdoms and dominions to be to the héir
of the body of the said Princess ; and for default
of such issue, to the Princess Anne of Denmark,
and the heirs of her body; and for default of
such issue, to tlle heirs of the body of the said
Prince of Orange.

And the said Lords spiritual and temporal, and
commons, do pray the said Prince and Princess
of Orange to accept the same accordngly. And
that the oaths hereafter mentioned be taken by
all persons of whom the oaths of allegiance and
supremacy might be required by law, instead of
them; and that the said oaths of allegiance and
supremacy be abrogated.

1, 4.B.
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1, 4. B. do sincerely promise and swear,
That I will be faithful and bear true allegiance

to their majesties, King William and Queen
Mary. | So help me God.

I, 4.B. do swear, That I do from my heart ab-
hor, detest, and abjure, as impious and here-
tical, this damnable doctrine and position—That
princes excommunicated or deprived by the
. Pope, or any authority of the see of Rome, may
be deposed or murdered by their subjects, or any
other whatsoever. And I do declare, That no
foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or poten-
tate, hath, or ought to have, any jurisdiction,
power, superiority, pre-eminence, or authority

ecclesiastical or spiritual, within 4tfhis realm.
So help me God.

FINIS.

Printed by MACDONALD snd AN
" 46, m.vrmuma'f’
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PREFACE.

Inn epistolary style 18 chosen, to avord the
necessnty of following a continued train- of ar-
gument. Few people can be brought to close
reasoning by any device; and attention is ex-
cited more easily’than kept up. If Iam tedious,
it is not because I am prolix, but because the
natural ardour of my reader carries him before
me. May I be. tedious to a thousand such !
There are events enough in l)fe, wnthoubthese
that are- passing, orfwhich we may be cold and
indifferent, formal and systematic. .






LETTERS

ADDRESSED TO

.LORD LIVERPOOL,

AND

THE PARLIAMENT.

Clementior certe est pastor qui lopum necat quam qui servat: rex,
qui sontém carnifici tradit quam qui cripit. Si necas; unins_ nece inno-
centis multos morti eripis : sin parcis, quia et istum sud impunitate et
alios paris impunitatisspe, ad quodvis scelus patrandum audaciores facis,
-innocuos postea innumeros illoram manibus interficis. N empe quos~
dam necare clementia est; quosdam servare, crudelitas.

o Vindiciee contra Tyrannos, Quastio, JIT,

LETTER L.

I KNOW not whether your Lordshlp wxll read
thesp. letters ; but I have the conﬁdence to as-
sert that, if you do, you may gain as much in
wisdom as you expend ip time. Pl‘ecibus and‘
irretricvable as time is, it is better that it should
be deducted, or lost, from any occupatxon, how-



ever active, however momentous, than that sys-
tems should be hastily adopted, or treaties
signed, which may entail wars, calamitics, and
disgraces, both on our ehildreh and -our re-
motest posterity. .

I am conscious, that the weight and value of
opinions depend less on what is delivered than
on iwhere; that many things have appeared in
pamphlets, and have been forwotteﬁ. in a week,
which, had they becn uttered by a successful
minister, or a clamorous leader of epposition,
would have been quoteg] as most profound and
cloguent. T wish to be estimated by no other
standard than the truth of my obskrvations, apd
shall be contented if it, is acknowledged by ho-
nest and wise ‘men, that I express En"hsh sen-
timenty in,, Entrhsh language. Notlmug seems
more easy, yet nothing js ‘ore ragGs, o Lyrevet
wrote a pamphlet 21 belong t no party, no fac-
tlow, noe > 10 coteric; I possess no geat in
brevet or by putéhase. | can af-.
' ford to. JNQ without jt; but L canunot afférd that
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vast accumdlationi of taxes which will arise
from another war, if, after our ex‘peﬁence, we
concludeanother probationary peace, and enteron
& new course of experiments, withall our instru-
‘ments unscrewed, and all our phials evaporated«

If your Lordship should not have the lisure
or the inclinatidn to peruse these letters, it may
perhaps be sﬁfﬁ'éient to fuliil my hopes, if'yb'u
will ask yourself the following short questions.
I think you will answer them as I ‘ave done ;
that we shall differ only in the process of their
operation on our minds, and notatall in theresult.

1. Cannot we, at the present time,"reduce
the power of France within such limits, as may
secure us from future wars against that country,
and as may secure both that country ad ours
from pespetual privifiions and animosjtics ?

2. Unless we do it now, is therg e slightest
probability that’so favorable an o bﬁﬁnity will
recur gt any future period.
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8. Is not the death, or perpetual 1mprison-
T .

ment, of Bonaparte requisite for this end? Is it

not desirable both to France and England ? Has

he any claim or any hold on the affections of the
French or of the English ?

4. If France was powerrul cnough, at the ac-
cession of Louis XIV. to conquer, in different
campaigns, SO many provinces, as at last, with
ttyxe'ir' united strength, enabled her to mcnace the
existence of every, State in Europe, to influence
every Government,, and indeed, unless the ele-
mentsbad conspired aggiust her, to subvert every
one ¢ is it not requisite, for the fudependence
and safety of all nations, that the extentybf
France shall vot exceed, at farthest, her limits at
his accession,?

5. If anseffeminate Pring$ with gilﬂrchmau
for a minister, could alurm anlf disquiet ull Fu-
rope, and-$ld seizgseveral of her richeag pro-
vinces, “\é’i ) &rdly two-thirds %f what, accord-
ing tosthegpropositicns of spme statesiep, 1S in
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future to be considered as France, will not Bona-
parte, )

¢¢ Inured to blood and nwrsed in scenes of woe,”
a defeat’ed it lS trde, but more often a fortunate,
General heequally able to extend his territory,
and to renew the calamltlea he has brought so re-

peatedly on Europe ?

G. Has he not reduced to misery and desola-
tion the greater part of the Continent? H_a§.he.
not destroyed more than one million of her inha-
bitants? Has he not declared that the conquest
of Holland is neccssary to his possession'of Bel-
gium ? 1lashe'not also had the impudence to
thibaten thot, if he could not possess, and keep
possession of, Eungland, he would, however,

make # intolerable to Live in.

7. W forgg”‘hn the death'of so many, _
aud of our bravest %wn the ruif of so many,
and’df our most industrious; 1f %ake him a
free present of all our contrnbutri‘ms for the last
twonty years, anl of all tife effects we can mort-
gage e next centirys if we perait him to
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hold a ﬂgsgiwl of blood at our expence, whenever

it pleases him to proclaim’it, is it not enough ?*
Must we add to our | beraiity from the ruin and

gxtinction of our neighbours? Havé;;we any

right tobe partics in the surrender of the Nether-

lands ? Is it because they have always been dis-

tinguished for their Bravery, theiriFreedom, and

their Religion, that we should deliver them up,

bound hand and foot. to a Deserter. an Usurper.

and an.Atheigt ?

7as nat Francg as happy .ip 1783 as in
101037 Was she not, a appy with a family of
tweptysfour millions as with ay &stablishment of
fortgat If ghe was not, whether issthe pride.ﬂ'
France or the security of Englangd the proper,
object for ourpresent consideration ?

9. Can we, with wisdom.pifwith safggs leave
a more numefpus populatiodf on a more extended

temgory 40 Bpnce, than is possgssed by quy of
the a(hacemfgtﬁesP "

My.Jands1 conceivethese ning main §s5uuis,
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and those which spring immediately from under
them, to admit no other than one and the same
answer from ail mankind. I sent the letters,
whlcb follow ihls, in which they are discussed
mbre at laroe, to the Edutor of the Courier, on
the twentieth of October The succession of
great events, &r-perhaps a diversity of opil;ion in
the Editor and his party, have prevented their
pubhcatmn"“ A} the arguments occurred to me
long before ; but, whether to me or to ’o,thgrs
first, I cannot tell: I wish it had been to your
Lordship, They hi¥e passéd into the hands of
séme few pohiticians, 4H#ll Fonke few li‘teraliy men,
without any anxiety‘of mine for the praide of

uence, of enefgy, or even of originaMty.
On the ¢ontdry; I catld wish nothing I have
written to be considered as more than a simple,
or less than a momentous truth; ¥nd I would
rather thit afl tﬁéi\%n thought as T do; before
me, and expressed bts seutimentgrwith much
mor®¥igour and animation.

Some, who hate read these letters, declare
“That" tféCertainly weré vritten by arn' ¥ighman.
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others fix the stigma on an inhabitant of Wales.
Your Lordship will attend to neither of these
judges, and will regard not the Author, but the
arguments. These, I presume, bear no charac-
teristic of the nations to which. theyare attributed.

A worthy man has wounded my pride a.little,
‘by ascribing my arguments to.a combination of
those gentlemen, whom the goodnature, the
d'is'cgmment, and the perseverance of Lady Iol-
land, has at last instructed to make a distinc-
tion, in the right:place, between w:ll and shall;
and*Who, under her 4pdYion, have also made no
inggw8iderable progress in the mmagement of -a
sidyer fork, I am informed by aservant of m%
@& correspondent with pne in that family, .that
they have nat broken a plate nQr overtgroed a
tureert thews last ghree months, and t.he does
not mention this-from any esire toh&t of His
kinsmen, biit to show that a god table is sure
tod)rodsuWod manners, and gven where you
would leapt expect them.

1 say nothing of their prificiples<Coi-xKilow
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notwhat they are; but their voice-is at once so
feeble and so elevated, their language so scrdid,
and yet so ostentatious, that they remind me of
whatever is mostsincongruous to any of the
senses: of bulky animals with birds’ heads, (the
only rcmains of antiql.lity to which indeed they
bear any resemblance) and of fttar of roses from
somne cheap shop, refreshed and renovated by
the fumes of sulphur. They are purgent ;‘ but
it is the purgence that arises from the very l.a.st
stage. of putridity.

These are your enetnies: Iam not, These
1d be your Yollowers: I would not. ¥iwas
first to ahjupe the party of the whigs, .ﬁ)d'

spall be the last to abjure the principles. Whet
the leggders haé] broken all their promiscs to the
n'mont bad” “shewn their utter ineap#eity to
managewats affau" tand their inclination to
crouch before the enemy, | permltﬁd my heart,
afterssome struggles, to subside, w repose in
the cool of this reflection. Let them escape:
it 15 enly'the Frgo'l; natien that ever dragge(hi‘
" "such -faleness té.the scaffold.
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LETTER 11

Writers have often made 'a’ listinetion, in
the very midst of party zeal, bétween the events
of the day, and those which, 'ikistheir opinion,
were more likely to interest fature generations.
Our age, which has abolished 5o aitiny distinc-
tions.of less moment, has at last abolished this;
a;ld the everits -of ‘the day, and the-ad¥antages
which our statesmen may 'detive frtom them,
wilPjiérhaps be df‘mwp&tance to posteri’tg
thgpeiny that have: occum&m this country sipge
thig establishment of christinity.’ !

To speculate on-the future; is commoni to the
minds of al}; some confine their ¢ mlauohs to

their own advantages, somngm the Mémy:m

glory of thedr country, andl others extend them
to the re t interests .of m?kmd OF the

it is .gxpedient to say nothing: the latter
two parties are to be.com ’ied, aceording to

the meggs they adapt fos de propagesifi of
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their tenets. But some events are so stupend-
ous, that the wise and simple, the active and in-
dolent, men of pleasure and religious men, make
the same inquiry}, and almost with the same so-
licitude, “*What will be the result?”” Something
we must have to direét.us, and something to
rest upon in thegprogress of oup pursuits. Fand
as.gvery man is of indulging in conjectures, and
particylarly inthese which he himself has raised
up from the foundation, I think 1t safer tp Be
guided ig my apinion of what is hikely to occur,
by the indications of those wha,touch the very
springs, and who refrulz.atm tar as human ppwer
can do so, the muclunery of poljtics. Omythjs
prﬂgnple I shall examine the declaration of Lagd
(Jagtlereagh freely, as becomes an Enghshman ;:
decorou§lv, as becomes a gentleman; and, to the
best of fay ;udghxent, narrowly and inginately, as
boeomes - pohtlcm'm:l a scholar. I .presume
then to form no opinich of my own gy the plans
and inténtions obour government : ”ount no
hippogrit, and cohtend with no chimeya.

Tirihospeech of Lord Castlercaghgpn the
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augmentation of the army from the militia, the
principal expression is liable to serjous misun-
derstanding, and not at all the less so for being
several times repeated. 1 shiall transeribe it as it
firstappears, from the London Packet of the twelfth
of November; a paper,'in my opinion, written
with more purity, and conduetéd avith thore im-
partiality then any other.

It had followed ¢har, pecause our excr-

ons were limiled, progressive, and accord-
ing to the natural powkd of mtam, that we
}1%’ gone on progfessively, to successes gwnd
victories. Ile was satidfied that in so doing we
#ud done well, and that¥the resources Y#he
country had grown instead of beihg 'dimin‘shﬁd;
because the energies of the gountry had not
been* sadfificed; by any un{;a(&ﬁktﬂnﬁion of
our waer whfﬁhever.’*“

Prog7@Pon was never the rsult of lhitation ;
but it is true enough that we havé*gone on pro-

émsivel_z/, because' our ﬁ:&ims &ere!progm-
iy . ~—
sive, ﬁ should rather havé®attribuledthis con-
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fused and turbid sentence to a certain country-
man of his, who so constantly announces in the
public print.s that he is coming again into office,
Had I not read it fn a paper where the debates are
given correttly, and where his Lordship’s party
and principles are never misrepresented. It is
not, however, my intention to pry for petty
faults in the language of an eloquent and able
man; but I must remark that, where a man’s
aims or rcasgnings are clear and definite,, his
]anvuage is rarely otherwise... The natural [x;w-.
ers of man form a digtant link of.connexion with
the.subject. The first andgimple meaning ofithe
words, is the physical pgwer of the creature man?
thegext is—by droppipg a little our attention
from the word mgturaly—the general powerswhich
he possesses,both by the principles of his growth,
and by the morﬁ'%nérgxes which he hag,acqmred.
from hie’ htuatxon al',hls exertions in society.

Instead of « the naturdl powers, W,” his
Lordship evidently means the military power of
the natjpn,.
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Politigians can seldom talk like philosaphars
with any safety, or act like them with any suc-
cess. Thereisa certain species, or rather a cer-
tain stage, of refinement, thet rejeets plain lan-
guage: but the perfection of true refinement is
to appreciate it justly, Upof this foundation,‘
and upon this only, rests sovergign and eonsum-
mate eloquence. The thun‘dérbolt.s of Demost-
henes and Pascal, men without "imy third in
figour and purity of expression, were not forged
in the caverns of Etna, nor anvilled out by
giants, Common minds, #d’ among these are
so:*& very learned, wonder' what there is about
theée writers, to strike 8o forcibly. The Qegret
fathis: they throw aside éverything thatobgtiffcts
their force, and look steadily'befié they st’l‘ikg.

¥ i,

I wish % see a little mor& prkidion bbth in
the style and in’the counses of out Pﬁ‘ﬁnﬁ'@ﬁt
There is a ﬁde &ﬁ'grence between the extension
of powerS§id the exertion of them. Anidler may
eztend his arms when he yawns, willtr than a pu:

lst'Wheén hé'ghts, It apfi¥ars to'tne dhat our
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power, if not too much extended, has been often
extended in a wrong direction, and that it has not
been erxerted so c;)nstantly and regularly, as was
requisite: for its healttx and v.igour. In estimating
our successes, I must confess I attribute more
to the climate of Russid, than to the counsels of
11 the cabinets,ip Europe. Ior twenty years,
every gne was equally swayed by bliud passions
and lame coumselgs. In all governments, and aCal}
times, the passions both misleud and debilitate;
but en’en;y is true wisdom. It never varies in
its essences it varjes in its application inces-
santly. It has, however,“%e great channel, gnd
rullg into no othes unti} this be full. Our engmy
is Bgance.* What portion of Irance? Iler army,
What raises this atmy4; what supportsit; what
puts it in motion; what gives it its direction?
Bonaparte. w&im him, then, shoyld all our,
eﬁ'«zté‘b\%made mce%s‘g,’ntly; even if he had com;-
mitted no cruelties against our couptrymen: if
he had imprisoned, if he had assass%&d,‘ none
of them; if,«Capiain Wright were still living,
the glogy of his glgrious profession; if he by
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never been extended on the rack; if he, had
never called on his beloved country to thini{,
amidst her victories, on his captivity, and to
avenge his unmerited and sruel .death. We
fight against Bonaparte, m;d, have been fight-
ing against him, until wnore than one gene-
ration of warriors has passed, Away, Yes, we
are permitted to fight, but wexmust not attempt
. to tethrone him, Ie calls himsg)f sacred ; we
Irold him so. We must not even interfere in
his government, because it might, iftjtate the
French! Is this the langugge of thg ‘eloquent
gnd; ardent Burke? Are these the maxims, of
bim, who is fantastically called  the gt
stgtesman now no mogéé:,,’“ ."‘});e lxcaveg:horn
minister ’ Prove that yombeligve in the_ divi-
nity of his descent, by believing,in the ingpi-
ration, o;“,p; least in the w,hdo;ﬁ of, his,coup-
sels.. Ile could, pot do what, the’dled ».have
done. Heyconh%jded wi‘tl,. the torrent of lava;
*You taggge on the scattered cinders, The
pﬁ;ﬁ)}ati&m of France is exhausteds, This is the
fmeat azjthmetic of politicigns. : Three hundged
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thélmsand extinct, three hundred and fifty thou-
sand prisoners, .in the space of twelve motiths.
Neither e:;chequer nor cqnscription can repair
these lossés. The wildernesses of a'vast nation
wail aloud with them: her neighbours fly from
her, as 'u'ﬂd'er' the ban of God. Yet we are to
treat with delicacy, and approach with caution,
a most insolent and fevocious band of robbers.
If we really feel, of ought .to feel, any respect-
for the French character, a character which. the
manly Engllsh held ever in sovereign contem;)t.
long befol'& its rdttermess lost the yarnish that
covered it, if we' really do however feel respect
of“tériderness for people” so “prostituted to al¥
the most hideous forins of tyranny, one after
another, let i absigt"them to reassert the com-
mit dignity of our nature, and tof pour their
vengeinbhon ot cotimon enemy. Hwve deave’
Ikl b conqpests, if we leave him 4’
lai'ge a tetritory as that with Wﬁvch“’l‘.dms XIv
cdnquered Alsace and a part of the m: lands,
will not he teconquer whatever he*has lost ¥
Stinll we agtin beygontentedt with an expert®

©C
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mental peace? Shall we ever be able to make.
one,;)f another kind, with a wretch so perfidious
and remorseless? The million of himan lives
which he has sacrificed to his ambition, demand,
hus life: eternal justice demands itv What!
shall we fight only until he consents to ex-
change some stonc walls for some sugar-planta-
tions, and throws down the bag of horse-beags,
that he holds up against our coffee? ‘What
seoffs, what bitter’ scorn would Lord Chatham
'(uc') one can mistake the Lord Chatham I mean)
pour forth against England, crouchiag fromn an
glgvation to which she never rose hefore, down
to adegradation to which the united world gouid
not reducc her! We never have compromised
with crime: we never warred before againgt so
foul and pqs,;}lammous a cnmm% Shall that
ponteunpgb]e faction, which copﬁl Jcither cop-
duct a war, nog, prescrve ., peace, p m to
set limits, te g.un‘ﬁ';iel;tiong. and our gnthusiagm ;
Shall thesg who felt gheir superiorjty 19 it, in
thwidgt,gf their, reyerses, , hoth jn abilities gnd
B Prabity s, coniact a torpgr, a9 they would dg,
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by Joining hands with it? SYall they not rather
pursue that policy to which they: -ascribe the
renovation of our prosperity, and demand, as
their powérful ‘leader would have dictated,
‘:judeinm'ty for the past and security for the
future ?”” If thé powvr.of France witiin'its an-
cient limits, and under its mdst dissolute and
effeminate kings, was cnough to threaten and
disturb the whole continent of Europe, and'ul-
ttmatelv (as we have seen) to subjugate it, -w:ll
you permlt such a nation to retain an ‘accession
of strengthi, torn by perfidy and violence from
our' conféderates and allies, and résiding in the
hands of a tyrant; who hath incessantly stalked
forward froni usurpation to usurpation! You
shew alacrity l'é‘%\]cv!i‘ in enterprises in which
the” pedple second you relnctantly. Will you
shiew Histe -whitte the quarrel is a3 much ¢heirs
as yolits 15 this a ‘putficient reason for what
you are pleased to call your moderaffon ? ¢ We
are’'not to meddle,” my Lord Ca%tle"l‘éﬁgll says,
« with that great ‘and: powerful country itself.
Why mot? Has agévthat great and powerfdd
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counsry meddled with every other? Is she not
great and poweiful, because she has done so?
1s it not lawful in all warfare, is it not expedient,
and 1 our own power at pres?ant, to chastise
aggressions, to avenge injuries; and is not a se-
vergandsignal retribution the surest guard against
their recurrence? I am astonished at so pacific
and softa declaration; I am in consternation at
such a dereliction of duty, as indeed 1t appears
t{; me, from a man so brave and honourable as
Lord Castlereagh. I am certain he gou\d en-
counter the danger of instant death‘ to rescue
ang utter stranger, if he beheld him e‘:posed to
such crueltics and mdgmtles as Bonagm‘te
hath mﬂncted on many hgpdred thm‘xs?n,q's of
the bravest ‘and bést among ;Panhmd }t is not
ﬁ:e language ‘?f his heart; it is qot theﬂ ounsel
of his undeutandmg; it ip not the .8y tem i\e
w;ll tollow. }f e cho,uld,‘the cries of Hn
g,medressa s will som}d for ever in bxs ears,
amukt. tt;c sarcasms of that Eroﬂ:gate and de-

Yog

gmpod]crew, whxch no one in the gammg~house

Wiy o AT

in.now dspperate enopgh tQudgad, and no-one
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the tavern is shameless enough to follow. Would
it not, without all this, be enough to recollect,
and receive no pleasure from, the unrivalled elo-
quence of his departed friend? He has long been
without a competitor,in the House of Com-
mons: he is now without an_opponent. The
tide of popular opinion never rose higher, and
never rose less tumultwously. Until the present
hour, indeed, the nation was never unanimous;'
nor was therc ever a time when the enemy hath
suffered such sudden and terrible and reiterated
reverses. Unless we follow him up while we can,
the spirit of England will be more broken than
the spirit of France. We are driven no longer to
expedlents or experfments. The season for di-
vers:ons is over. We fight with surer weapons
l;ag i!iflances.' Refinements in pohcy seldom
have succeeded with any people; and with ds
w'gliid iae just as fadlish as to substl tute the
rapler for the bayonet. Alacrity, anﬁ steadines§,
and force, must do the business ; a force, ad-

tive, mcessant, undlmmxshed and nndm&eg

%he further we ad’ﬁce, the furthet do ‘ﬁe&
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the.enemy from the resources of our allies, and
the more is his recruiting-gr_oimd gontracted.
I see np reason to bélieve. that the English of
- the present day would be avérse from occupying
the same cities. and fortresses; that were cofi-
.querrcd by the Duke of, Marlborough,  or would
thipk it less glorious or lcss just to couquer-them
f;ong Bonaparte than from Leuis. - Tlie rejgn of
"Queen Aunc will not be looked back upon as
tt{g,,!eign of inferjority or dqfeat..,LE\{eu, th.ose
who ultimately brought about a pljg[g%éure and
ignoble peace, nevcr talked of co,nsuiﬁpg ¢ the
faelings and the. delicacy” of the French. | Yet
honorable sentjments then prevalk d in, l*rapce,
and human. souety had ac;quued a poljsh, and a
grace, the uaces oi' which are uow to be tound
in only a fﬁ%,{atmhes. (,ertan;gy, smce }hat
epochy civilization has been. retrograde. . ¢ T};e
vallies have, beggé’!taltcd 30d the high places
Jgid low,” ﬁequagy to the .detriment - of botp
' Byt only one man, in odern times, hath fouuded
a,8y8tm of government on the abolition of po-
_lished.letters for thereducathgm of youth, and@
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2 mental no less thana bodily depefidence, of dll
classes, dn the chicftain. The young men of
Tingland are not yet insfructed in'these rudi-
‘ments: the grammar of Attila is not ‘taught in
our schools. We remember what we were with
satisfaction, and feel with egitl‘ltatioﬁ‘\vhdt ‘we
are. But the tide that carries us onward may
ovétthrow us if we stop. We must fulfy) the
will of Heaven, so clearly manifested. We m_ugi
restore to Holland the liberty we received {rem
her. “We must fix ob an cternal basis the peace
and mdependence of every power in Lurope.
He who behevc;s ii the possibility of this, with-
olit 'the extinction of Bonaparte, has lost his
iftéllsets, ‘a5 fhahY have dane, by the sudden
'a'n'd over\#héfhlinginﬂut of good fortuue He

Will “turn his cyes upon L\pertenée, and drop
i'hem without hicaring her voices or reco'rmzma

her ‘festures,  S¥eli unhappy men are to be
‘found;’ unquestionably ; but there’is not an offi-
'é'er"o:f‘;réwﬁlai‘é: 'ﬁ%ili‘ift{,’ or vdftihte;é"rs, ‘who would
‘Tibt gladlv fall into "the rear of Prince Bugent:
i“ﬁem s tot a stafdstai, “antess your Howitke



and Poasonbya.ate called 80, who would not
carefully and zealously correct the blunders that
crept into the Treaty of Utrecht. Shall we a
second time tear the laurels from the brow of
Victory, and substitute a crown of thorns ? Shail
we toil as heartily to raise up again the Colos-
sus we have thrown down, as ever we toiled to
demolish and subvert it ? Should we not, igstead
of goldering it up, efface the effigy, erase the
sx}‘pgm:ription, break it in pieces, throw it into
the futpace, and restore it to the natioms from
whose tribute-money it was cast, apd amidst
whoge curses it strided over a ¢ sea of troublesd”’
. . ) il
Jt.is curious, that we should glways put into
the form of questions the things that are .the
least questigpable. The nation is um;nimouq:
every than crigs aloud, ¢ Let this war be the
last with Bonapagte.” Our manifesto qught-te
be simply thie: Dgliver up the usurper and his
ysapsdions ; e restore to you the blessings of
peabe, your ancient laws and rights, and thres
Andred thausandaf your-bighlren.  Are they Agik
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worth oue tyrant? the most wmsatiable® and the
nuwst sondid of his species!

LETTER 111,

By the Roman laws, in a country where sla-
very was tolerated, where indeed it was a cus-'
tom and an institution, and no family was winh;
out the wgas: of it, citizens were commanded to
rescue and protect a slave from the chastisement
of an enraged master. According to the laws
of Egypt, if any one saw a man attacked or robw
bed, and gave pasuccour, he was condemned to
death.

Af such attentipns were consijered due to
slaves and strangersg if they were commanded
by: one nation not very humane, and by another
not celebrated for its freedem, how infinitely
mqre imperative, at the present hour, are the
éhutes of reasan,wf honour,:and of palicy, o
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the ullied ‘stverbigns, to maintain thé commoh
‘rights of nations, and to dssert ‘the commin dig:
nity of man, Some monarchs havesought gloty
from war, some from the a:hniu'rstration of jus-
tice, and some from the preservation of peace.
But néthing that is vain can be glorious. 1f a
war, however successful, shall have brought no
akdrésion of power or freedom, the blood ex-
hb’nded in' it will have flowed in vain. To en-
ga'gé.in"it with sofutile a design, as merely to
bind at last an Atheist with an oath, and an as-
sassin with a piece of red tape, is just*as foolish
stidas wicked,‘ag'it would,be’ to"discharge 'dat-
1ion into a crowded’ m‘arket-place, for'a lﬁ‘ﬂ‘fée,
or tobuiti dowh part 8f & ity for'ath illuinthation.
No ‘military despbt, not even'thé ons' wé are
fighting, Wéthever destroycd ‘thie’ ¢cémitierce,*br
évertsqiandefed away the livds of his'subjeécts,
sowaritonty.

# ”Wﬂiﬁ’ 3““’%1‘*' ﬁ)F‘eVEl')};‘x'nall who'is not a
Fiehchmdh tay call it /s, all the great obJects
Yoy Whmw’hm"éhoufd‘{bé.%dertaken, mus
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attained at once, or all must- be abandoned for
ever. If thePlunderer, the perjurer, the poisoner,
should, 1hrouglr3 weakness’or baseness, be per-
mitted fo zbscond, dew wars will certainly fol-
low, and certamly not successiul ones. For
penpleqwj{l.lqcxer_t no zeal in defence of those pa-
trons who have suffered their .patrimc'my to fall
into dilupidation. -The rulers of the Conﬁg@nt,
amidst their perpetual wars, have never waged
any, i unton, 1or the interests of their pebple.
Sweden, who has produced . more great kings
than all the pations.of Europe, hag called to the
sygeession of her tilfgne a new. Gustavus Adol-
phﬂg{ This illustrious man will hold .together
the confederagy, and;. together with the Empe-
ror of Russia, will visit, with sigpal chastise-
mpent, the first defection,. . Let us see¢ whether
t!;g pe;)ple, or whether. their governdrs, ﬁi‘ew in-
constant, All thg Successes that. have been
gained in Germany_ arise from the;;p:tofdund ha-
tred in which the French character.is holden,
whenever time has been allawed for its devp!dpe-

Crugltiey and persecutiops. may he for-
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given; bodily wants and sufferings may be as-
suaged ; but fraud and fallacy, oncs detected,
are followed with incessant and unrelenting ha-
tred; not because they argde the depravity, but
because they prove the insufficiency of those
who have employed them ; because ,they force
ys, to acknowlecige that we have been weaker
than the weak, and because they have comamitted
\ﬂfe most flagrant outrages om our dormant and
unsyspicious self-love, .

+ The domestic who robs a house is punished
meye severely than the thief who steals into 1;
fom without. Murdef itself is viewed b;ﬂxe
laws as more atrocious, and is prosecuxed w1th
s yengeance and a fury at which even war would
shudgder andshrink, when it is committed by that
person whoseaffection (if institutions th; most
universal are founded upon, reason, cza;‘if love
Bprings ﬁ'oga,,the besom of nature) should be the
mogtardent and the most faithful.

. Suchiethedelinquépey.of Napoleon Bonapartiff
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I will not say first against Spain, but certainly
there the most conspicucusly ; both ‘from the
manifold a’rﬁ vast advantages lié had derived
“from her alliancey and from thie tremendous' vicis-
si’t.udes of «the cori‘fr;ct, to which that glorious
nation, as became het renown and dignity, roge
up against her oppressor. Such are his repeated
crimes in the various states of northern Italy'y
to which, in tlie language of their poet, he made
it appear that liberty, after too lohg an absence,
had af last rcturned. Let it be remembered by
our own country, as well as by all others, that
the independence of the Italian states received
the solemn recognition of France; and that tire
v%iaifon of this independence was the principat
and determining’ motive of the war. There'is
set of politicians, ‘who talk of ‘moderation, nét
3§ly as good and Iaudab® in itself,'B‘u.b as pecus
liarly due to the féelings of the Prémch’ artd thiw
fnoderation is t& 'B&:{brcised', it'selthg, by sb-
staining from all claims whatsbevedi thertesti:
tution of their rapine and spé"i‘aﬁﬁhg.‘l "On’this

inciple, it was very delicate in the conven-
%’ﬂiets‘ ‘of Cintra, ta Ibad” their shipy fof Hhidm:
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with whatever they had plundered from the Spa-
niards and Pbrtuguese. Saints and coaches, and
candlesticks, and crucifixes, and éa?-rings, and
shoe-buckles, and the miniatuses that wen the
hearts, and the padlocks thit preserved the tred-
sury of the ladies, were boxed and nailed dow:n,
and directed, as the property of his Serene High-
ness the Dukz of Abrantes. Private and public,
and.consecrated preperty, was not held inviolable
tmtil it was sanctified by French counfiscation.
Respect was not due to alliances, reverence was
not-due to religion ; delicacy to.the French su-
perseded and suspeénded all other obligations,
Isl" there not alsp .a.sort of delicacy due tgthe
tetider and the wounded conscience ? Perli&ibs
not: I may be mistaken : but here I stand fitinly,
#nd adjure the regenerators. angd improvers of our
old’ Englwht:haxums, that they will;not.allow
their. susceptl-hlhty to. relax .the state-morals.of
their forefathers, nor hold sny thing morc delie
cate than, jugtice.:

- French feeling¥-indeed! what are they ? the
feelings “of wolves in winter. Have not thie
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wretches outstripped the halloo of every- tatter -
demallion who has cracked his whip to the pack ¥
You would as wisely consult the tender appe-
“tite, aud as safely stroke down the soft.skins, of
a* menagerie of tigeh. They are dejected, disw
co.m fited, subducd, and.scattered : for the nations
have risen up against them. !,ct them recover
their former power and posture, as they will do,
if.the spirit of those nations be not seconded,.and
if their sufferings be not redressed ; let them,
and you will never afterwards come forward With
the prowess and the terrors which are now at
your command. Your well-dressed-ambassadors,,
and your ingenioys state-papers, in which I must
abserve that: the weakest governments and. the
worst causes have generally shone most,.may be
very much admired in the drawing-rcom, and at
the breakfast-tablc; and you will bave glorious
opportunities of breeding up yourac.hil(iren ¢I
mean you who hame seats in parliament) to the
study of diplomacy ; but you willyhave lost for
ever that bright pre-éminence ‘on.‘which you

stand at prescnt, and you inust prepare the means
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of taxation for the support of indefinite and hope-

less wars.

To abolish the power of Bon&parte, you must
abolish the genius which krécted that powet :
and how can it be done but by the extinction
of the individual} We know the exhaustion of
France when he assumed the reins of govern-
ment. Was it ever, or can we reduce it, lower ?
Iﬂ%e can, are we certain we can reduce it to that
pitbh from which he cannot raise it again ?* No,
nothing is certain but that his extinction is ne-
cegsary for the repose and independence of Eu-
rope: and nothing comes nearer to certainty,
than that France, the country which now suffers
the most from him, will be among the most
anxious and the most energetic, ¢f called on, and
assured, of Jhelp, to dash him headlong from hf.i
¢levation. Should it be otherwise, let her learn,
that the Franks were not The first colny that -
settled on Mer soil, nor the most powerful, dor
the most Worthy.
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LETTER IV.

Tue Whigs, I'undgrstand, like lovers too pas-
si'o.nate, are n a crukl dilemma between their
tenderness and their ardour. Sometimes they
would not press too far such a high-minded and
generous pecople as the Irench: next minute
they tell us that ministers arc wasting our strengthe
and moncy most deplorably, by their languor
and delays. Will ueither story do? Will no-
body listen ? Was ever beneficence so abused!
were ever poor creatufes, in the fast cries antt
striggles of debility, so unpitied and neglected?

H

Honest men, I confess, have generally in the
present times an aversion to the Whig faction ;
nét because it is suitable, either to henesty or
ur;derstanding, to prefer the narrow.principles of
thie opposite party, b’t because in every country
lax 'morals wish to be, and are, idetified with
public freedom, and becaue in our own a fow
of !he very best have been fpund in an associa-

D
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tion with all the very worst. This raises their
indignation. They ill endure to sce the liberal
and ingenuous, those whose warm hearts court
society, and a:p,anxxous that the world should
be govemgd by the wisest a“)‘d‘ the most virtuous,
bound by a factitious honour, in subordination
to a league of six or seven families, tugging at a
gilley which is never to leave the shore, further
than conduces to the petty traffic, or the puszlla-
nimous recreation, of these masters.

» Whenever the Tories have deviated from their
tenets, they*have enlarged, their views, and ex-
ceeded their pro_;miseé._ The Whigs have algays
taken an inversc course. Whenever they have
come into. power, they have previously been
obliged to shift those maximg,.and to temporize
with, tigse duties, which they had,.nqt the
courage eith'e.r,‘ to follow or to reuo.ui(ce; The
character of Lord Rockin§ham.gave:them a re-
;pectabilicx, and the genius of Burke. added a
sphindour, which haye long since ntterly passed
away - and the nation,sees at last, that nothing
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is more unsound and perishable than what is
founded on gn oligarchy of gamesters and adven-
turers. Those who constituted themselves the
guard:ans of the ‘people s rights, have been driven
from the ¢harge of &1em for malversation: and,
what shews how utterly they were detested
and abjured, the -property of Englishmen is
thrown down at the mercy of pcople whose re-
sponsibility,” they ‘tell us plainly, lies entfrely
and solely among -themselves; and who_ ave
watched only by a race made active from the
hunger that keeps them out of doors. The
leader of these, if ever they‘acknowledge one,.is
usually some young person whom good fortune
alone has rendered discontented. Ie counte-
nances and supports his uncourtly sycophants,
with little satisfaction, and less gratitude. They
discover: by -degrees, thit he becomes the more
restive the more he is patted and pampered, and
that to-ourry him-i§ as dangerous as to catch
and halter him. He also finds, tifat although
there is something animating in the bustleand.
shouts of throwing.off; there is more to vex. and
D2
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har3ss, dp the spurring, and the thorns, and the
-mire, of the pursuit. The gentleman soon re'-
tn‘es from public dinners ; mdlgnant that snmllar
professions shoyld give a similartand truly a Jomt
claim, to some harangumgﬁhopkeepcr, on the
bursts of applame, the c‘hnkmg of glasses, and
own in perpetuity, as soverelgn of the shambles.
To omplete his disgust, he retires at laet under
stn;;}n,}ust suspicion of altered or wavermg prin-
ciples. Little. know the licentious crowd that
neyer was he more out of humour with his ad-
versaries, than for thmgtm, him among such
friends.

- These brighteping and bracing days, these
breezes of health and renovation, blow away, all
foppery,” and brgng thé most actweand cfrtam
.remedy,_against all, fastidiousness. In the per-
petual effervescence of so&qty, somei;knes the
crimes are §ippermost, and sometimes the folhes
,Tw‘]@tter of these seasons, is ue%her the har-
yesttime nor the _hagrowing-time of the poh-
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tician, but the vintage of the moralist. Hesifs by
hirselF in she chequered arbour of life: ‘the light
and luxuriant foliage flaps around him'* he looks
down complaé(;nt‘]g.on the basiif of froth beneath
bim: he chooses t\e most pfomiffent bubble:
he blows it into the z;.ir, and watches its cotrSe
and - colours as it rolls and fises. - Some burst
"sooner, some later; all, héwever, burst; yei‘“'all
afford, in their frail generations, a little pa.stime
to the idle, a little derision to the stu'pick,;‘a“i.id
perhaps more than a little refléction to the con-
siderate and wise. Every mn is amused by tte
offspring of véhity,‘:?‘aj\fﬂfg&gh o man ever %e-
knowledged his’ own children by that fhother,
We must not indulge at present in the comedy
" of life, in the leisure of speculation, ot even in
the tranquillit}“i“)’f"co‘ntempt. Whoever is riot
ii%vitl’l‘}ﬁfﬁﬁs against us’; ;“nhd it is egiuﬂl.y ¢riminal
“to dzge}f‘tf from the reaf‘guard ‘as from’the ad-
“vanced

It would be pleasant, at dny other 'tinft,"to
observe fieré the spirit#ind.enérgy, therd Wié'sa-
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gacity and deliberation, of those, wha, ashamed
18 they justly might be, to bear the name of
Whig, renounced it for that of Foxite. If we
had not witnessed the achjevements of these
heroes at Constantmople £d Alexandria, we
might form some conceptlon of them from theiy
speeches and théir writings. Self-sufficiency
hath always been insufficiency. '

.

Tbe last of our factiéns is now humbled to the
dust yet, unhappily, those who have been cen-
sured by it for doing too. little, scem ready to
sitdown and enjoy their tripmph over this charge,
and resolved, atall eventsy: not' to be reviled for
doing at last too much. The band of govern-
ment néver was so powerful as at present ; not
in breaking down our laws and liberties, not in
gusts of eloquence, but in the spirit of: ,au rauks
and conditions of men, agamst the inveterate
enemy of our country. A vminister in.these
times. requu'es no more abilities than a-market-
woman,, We have collected, we hwmye disci-
plined, and we pay 2 mighty force :-to renderit
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&dl éfficient, and to ditect it against one péint,
until there. is nothing to resist it, or until it is
driven back, is our only.policy. Té treat, to
temporize, wou’ldl be infatuatién. - Say only to
the Frent.:h, “ abandon Bonaparte, restore your
cenquests, and peace is concluded. You pro-
posed that the conqueror sholild cede nothing :
we accepted the challenge, and will keep the
conditions.”

I sée no danger in exertion.: I see much, even
yet, inrelaxation. We must demand Bonaparte as
the Romans demanded Hannibal. Indeed we
nisust follow in nfore than one ‘instance the sys<
tein-of that wise republic. What it was we know
thoroughly : ‘those who do not, may refer to a
clear expesitiont of it in the commentary on the
first:‘books of Livy. W.e seem to rej«e.ct tt with
as mach jealousy, ds we rejected the civil code_
of 'the ‘later empil@’ The word system is men-
tioned with contempt by us: it is confounded
with theery, but in fact it is the very contradis-
tinction. In politics thisit is a system which'AatA
stood, that is a th'eorsr whigh is proposed to stand.
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Now is the time to act effectively. By the
violent disruption of socicty, and by the levelling
pressure of umversal, subjugation, a solidity ig
given to the pations of the_continent ; as the
sands of the sea are compac{;d and hardened by
the recent wave.

LETTER V

Lorb LiverrooL, in declaringthat he ¢ would
not ask any thing from our ené¢mies, which we
ourselves in similar circumstances would refuse,’}
at once places England in the same situation as
Bonaparte hath placed France. » ‘Let usexamine,
by what necessity or on what principle of justice.
We never have been in similar circumstances,
and never can be. We n;vel have oceugied
with Qus ttf:ops the capitals of the continent ;
we Heygr heve confiscated their.mopey; we
neyexhave bumed theinimerchandize ; we never
have driven the horses and oxen from their towns
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and villages ; we never have forced away their
artisans and labourers from the loom and from
the plough ; we never have marched off in hand-
t.:uﬂ"s their stu(fents. from the universities; we
pever have. condemhed to a gruel death those
writers who gave inteiligence to our disadvan-
tage ; we never have violated our treaties with
their governors, nor overturned the govemm(;.nts
at our pleasure, The conduct, mind, and te.mper
of th:e two nations, are altogether so dissimﬂéor,
that it is not only puerile and trifling, but base
and wicked, to imagine ourselves ¢ in similar
circumstances.” : ‘Whence can such imagiha-
tions proceed, But from some latent disposition
to.act as France hath done; or from some ad-
mission at-least that we might have acted so, or
nay so act hereafter ?

We have the clearest right, a right unques-
tionable even by i’on‘;' enémy himself, to demand
from the French people such terms-as Bonaparte
would have demanded from us, What they'are,
weknow toa certainty:sboth from his conidlet to-
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tb'ourselves. We know that be, like the Romans,
makes every people pay the expences of his war
against it: and itideed to apt otherwise is folly.
We know also that his wZ‘s have been unjust,
If he hath extorted from 'othér‘s the sums neces-
sary to subjugate thiem, when hostility was ma:
nif"es‘{ly most iniquitous, what ean' be‘more in-
disputable than that we, who insist that:we
l\‘zgvy both policy and equity on our side, should
demand at least as much from our adversary. If
we forgive the French thehorrrble ¢tuelties they
have both committed and -excited against our
neighbours and allies; if we forgive them the
prohi.-bi'tioh of our commerce and the accumula-
tion of our taxes ; if we forgive them the slaugh-
ter of two or three hundred thousand men, the
ruin oftriple that number, the poverfy ofmillions,
. the misery and bréken hears which are equally
out of sight and out of cal’éif}htion; do we not
forges gredt deal morc than ever yet was for-
given '-ES' ihé‘victorlous ? a great deal mere than
creivirik dltered as @ leﬂﬁﬂate cause of war } 4
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great deal more than first aroused in us such en-
thusiasm and unanimity against them ? a great
deal more than would arm uis afresh for the con-
ﬂ.ict, even in the bgsom of peace, even in the
heur of affliction aid calamity ? yes, infinitely
more than is sufficient to urge into resistance and
rebellion, even the humblest, the meekest, the
most hopeless, of the oppressed. Has l.ord Li.
verpool ever made, or attempted to make, a cak
culati?n of the losses we alone have sustained §y
the war? In.taxes, in debt, in privation and di-
minution of trade, daes it not exceed one thou-
sand wmillions ? What profits ough.t one hundred
thousand sailors® alone to have brought to their
employers in the space of twenty years ? To re-
compence for all these, if we must forswear the
practice of the Romans, and of every other great
and powerful nation, andare detcrmiub.d td carry
on our own shoulders, and to'throw afterwards,
on the shouldersuof our chnldren, the burdens
imposed on us by the vanquished, :&ge:sbﬂhe-
quire that they deliver up the rapécious and in
satiable pluunderer, far{Whose. sole benefit these
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wrongs and robberies were committed ; and that
they institute such a system of national police as
will render a repetition of them impossible. In-
stead of rendering France a qoun'try not desirable
or fit to live in, a conditiol to which Bonaparte
declared he would reduce Great Britain, let each
i)arty keep at a peace what neither eould recover
by war. Thisis the calm proposal of our enemy,
suggested as the basis of pacification. Heac-
knowledged it fair and equitable. What was JI.N-
tice then, cannot be injustice now. We accept
the new French measure, which he has forced
into our hanas, and we will fill it‘up even to a
kiliogram.

LETTER VI,

é%k princes who help to remove, or coun-
- ot

tenancet the removal o{, the laudmarks to inter-
v lipl

natlona*pohty, and bw their sub,]ects into the
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field under the pretext of restormv and fixing
them, teach a lesson of mJustlce on the broad
tablet of i mstructlon now adopted so generally i
this country. It is 1mpressed by the stronger
on the weaker, and is qu1ck]y taken up by all
ages and condxtlpns. Whatever king punishes
a crimc after pardon'i'ncr those of Bonaparte, and
possessmg the power of avenging them, is guity
of gross in Justh(‘i.' He pretends to seek indem-
nitv-a‘ud security : on this pretence he calls.a

portidn of his people from their familics and 6¢-

cupatlons, and demands a contribution from the
rest. All accede to his proposal, because they
consider that he yvill la;y out their money to their
advantage. Those who take the ficld, bglieve
that the days deducted from their labour will be
compensated in the additional value of their pos-
sessions, by the stability=which will have accrued
to these from such exertlons If,"for any acces-
sion of territory, of any other personal conve-'
mence, he shall fbrego the ll]t&l'es'?‘of }&sywn
people, and shall squmder their substance and
their Ilves, he must sacrifice by this blm,d ambn-
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tion not only tlie physical but the moral power
of his empirc, and will probably see his new
-wilies on a visit not of ccremony at his capital,
It is easier to lose a friend than a rival : those
whom he has driven to a co;mpromise, ‘will neveér
be much more delicate ‘with him, than those
whom he has betrayed.

_ “*Not only are they tyrants,” says Thuey-
dides, ¢ who reduce others to slavery, but they

2186 who can repress the violence and will not.”

The Emperor of Germany is bound by oath to
preserve the established laws .under the- repres
sentative system.  * Leges latas custoditurifiy;
publica publico consilio curaturum.” He néi-
ther is anointed nor receives the sword- of ‘state,
before he' answers the atchbishop id- theaffirma:
tive to these questions. ¢ Whether he will not
defend the churech? whetler he will not admi-
nister justiee?: .whether he will not proteét the
wnd’mkv‘thewrphan, -and all ‘'who shall deserve
commisbration.” (StetdgiAib. 1. 11 )The princes
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and other representatives of the empire make
the same promise. By breaking it, they abdi-
eate their authority. The Emperor of Germaag
cannot assume ghat dignity on the same terms as
he chose to cntitle himself the Emperor of
Austria, Unless he. both swears to do and does,
what the ancient constitutions of Germany re-
quire from him, he may be and ought to be de-
throned as an usurper. Kurope has not.shed
her blood for any half dozen of her familigs.
She hath shed.it, that all her thrones may e
founded on laws, and all her laws on equity:
she hath shed it, that revolutions may never
mage. be deemeq glorious or desirable. What
hash. been forcibly taken by Bonaparte. from the
states. and free cities of Germany, must be re-
stored, to the value of the last farthing, else
justige is.not administered, clse the widow, the
orphan, and many thousands moré who deserve
commiseration, from;the rapacity and ferocity of
the French, will not have been avesiged nor re-
dressed. Unless this is done completely; there
is no Emperar of Germsoy : for anly-on these
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conditions can that eminent functionary be
elected. Let those who, in the beginning of
the. French revolution, shewed such zeal against -
all innovation, shew it now, where innovationis
most dangeroﬁs; let those V:vho know the valu'é
of old customs, iusist on‘the return of them to
the palace, wherg old customs are most vene-
rable. Thrones can be secure only while king-
. doms are independent ; for who will defend that
bSc which he never was protected ? A country is
not uch the dearer to me because I moisten it
with the sweat of my brow, nor a sovereign be-
cause I have the honour of paying into his trea-
sury a quarter of my posse‘ssions. I want some-
thing,more and better, to excite my enthusiasth
and to retain my affections. I must be certain
that neither I, nor any one of my f'almly or
fmnds, shall be murdered, or robbed; Wlmprl-
soued, or eved insulted, with impunity. Such
‘are the oaths of sovercigns, iff the presence of the
Almnghty, before they can officiate. He 'who
vnola%w oath, breaks also the oath of allegi-
ance td all his subjects. and he who takes not
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tbé ~me, has no claim upon the other, The Eme

peror off Germany is restored when he has re-

stored the coustitution of Germany, _aod e,

dressed her grievaiices.  Vutil he hatis <o .c so,
o

his imperial robes are u funcy-dress, Lit only for

one gala night,

LETTER VII.

EveEry man is looking over bis map, and
tracing wit13 his pencil ¢he boundaries of France. ,
Some give less, and some allow more, but allare |
fond of bounding. The prettiest of these ‘bound-
aries, and the most delightful to the indulgence
of generosity, are the Alps, the Pyreqees, the
sea, and the Rhine.  Such arc pmciéelyowhat
wise French politiciags would desire for ¥rance, -
and what, for the same reason, a wjse English
politician would most strenuously contend:that
she never.should obtain,, Those who would-
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bear as much hatred to the French character as
ey other men. To inflict a just and deadly pu-
nishment, for her macifold and most atrocious
crimes, they are willing enough thatsuch a mon-
ster as Bonaparte should be pérmitted' to roam
at large over her territories. We, however,
whaose eyes are unblinded by passion, must per-
ceive that the power over them would cxtend,
afx_d, in no moderate degree, over us: that, by
opening to Bonaparte an insurance-office against
all losscs in war, we leave him the option, and
present to him the encouragement, to diminish
our means, and to increase the pressure of our
-taxatjon_. Depend upon it,*he rf;quire& no
bonus to'keep us in perpetual disquiet and war-
fare. This system, if he retains one rood of em-
pire, .will. be of equal dyration with his existence.
Is it ‘poséible (I appeal to every man in his
senses) that Europe can egjoy security, or rest
at peace ong year, if three hundred thousand
solwgmow prisoners in foreign countries, are
placed ggain under hig.standard? It is not wise
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to. say, * We have conquered them, and
should conquer them again.”  We varquished
them, as it were, in detachments they are the
produce of successive conscri ptions.  Brave as
_are the-armies of :our allies, indignant 'as they
are at injuries, and *elated with success, if all
these French soldicrs joined, their regiments at
once, the united armies would be annihilated.
Yet can we ever hope to see again (of, alas?
much longer) such unanimity, such enthusiasm?
Renember there is a Power among the  rest,
which will too certainly, when it has gratiﬂcd
its ambition, check the spirit *of insurrection
against I'rance; a Power under which both li-
berty and genius have always languished.> Her
jealousy of Russia is equal to her dread of
France : and with Russia she has no affinity.—
For these reasons, we rhust instantly,eage to do
what we have always done hitherto. We must
throw away the p#fldle, and hoist the sails ; for
we are no longer in calm water. The comfort-
able talk of ¢¢ husbanding our resoix',rcég,’"':must
be interrupted. Inaliftle time, by the nature
£E2
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of things, therc must be disaffection and diffi-
dence. Let us docvery thing we propose to do,
W‘k'.s the force is whole and together, while the
spirit is one and the same. Six months of ac-
tive warfare, with all our heart and all our
strength, will complete the task. If we manage
and modify, we may fight another twenty years,
and leave off wherc we begun: but we‘'must not
be surpriscd to find at our return, as Ulysses did,
that our wealth is consumed, and that our
houSes arc occupied by the swineherd and-the
beggar.

LETTER VIIIL.

Romaxtic thinds are now become the moet
réasonable. A little while;ago, what sen-
sible man carex a straw for the family of Bour-
bon. 4@k present, what sensible tﬁan is there
who do¢s not cordiall¥ wish their. restora-
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in the South of France, and the Emperor of
Russia will authorize pim. to declare thei-the
French prisotiers shall rcturn to -their country
on his accession t}) the throne, a bloodless revo-
lution will instantly’ terminate a most sanguinary
war. It isonly in this waydhat the captives can
be restored to their native land with safety to
‘the neighbouring states. Those who differ
from my opinion, must allow that their release
and dclivery to'the present Ruler, will require, at
all events, an immense and ruinous armed force,
to be constantly kept up, botli on the frontiet
and in this kingdorr;. The Bourbons, if re-esta-
blished, must conciliate the affections and obe-
dience of their people, by taking and continuing
" alineof poliey far different. Whether the French
are likely to be more ‘or less happy,by g change,
- is a question, 1 think; easily solved, but, reason-
ing as politiciam?qdite indifferent to us. Fla-
tred and love have no place at the signature of
treaties. One only object is held worthy of con-
sideration : the durability of advantage. Bona-
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parte will exercise, and perhaps is now exercis-
ing, his usual-arts of corruption. To imagine,
thsisn such a variety of c.haracters, therc are
none whom he can mtlmldate or stduce, would
be to form such a m'wmﬁcent image of "human )
nature, as we never shall fiid a basis to support.
What /e can do, »¢ cannot. }e would not
drown himself for the dominion of the ocean.—
We cafinot offer more than empire. There was
indsed a time when the Dircctory was accces-
sibl€ to bribery, as was proved in the notorious
case of the American Commissioners. But the
Directors had toiled the attztcks of our Minister!
He would not gratify the indivicuals; else he
might casily have negotiated the evacuation of
Holland, without any expenditure of human-
‘lives, and probably with less money than sup'-
ported oyr War-establishment one single week.
The alleged and legitimate object of the war
would have been attained, to tﬁe satisfaction and
joy, no less of* the French themselves, than of
the Enm and of the Dutch. An event so

desirable would have invested the Directory with
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popularity, power, and eonfidence; and our
minister would have kept his word, both to the
nation and to the allies., But these Diretiors
had ridiculed’ his .ﬁnaqcial speculations ; and,
\what is ‘worse, expgricnce had shewn the justice
of their ridicule : they had first held him at arms’
length; they had afterwards thrown him into
the mire: and he struck the most furiously

when he had no longer an object to strik¢at.,

We now discover that a fall of snow may do
more mischief to an enemy than a fall of the
funds. But this would not have done alone.—
Ic was by pres®ing on every calamity, by seizing
on every advantage, by allowing no-respite, no
parley, that aggression was turned into flight,

and denunciations were lost in dismay.
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LETTER IX.

‘BoNAPARTE has declared, and published in
the Monitcur, to all nations; that * the union oy
Holland to France is the ﬁecessary consequence of
the union of Belgium.” And again, that ¢ the
association of the Batavians with their brothers in

'Bclgi‘mn,’ought to be the first of their wishes, the
mést pressing of their wants.”’

Like the hero described by Voltaire, contrary

to his intention, more ludicrously than truly :
If ¢ forga” les Frangais & deve:u‘r heureus.

He has also forced on other people a great
number of ‘* pressing wants,”” But now, < the
first of their wishes’ have been amply gratified,
and something from the ¢ pres;ure ‘of their
wants”’ hath been removed,®they-begin to look
around for what is missing, and to inquire whe-
ther %cclectnc philosopher has not’ taken too
much ‘for his lessons:. They would willingly
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[

give him his .cloak and his tablets again, for
some of those tritles he has picked up in their
houses.  ile must restore all. England hes o
right to rotain what she won by war, But bav-
g Now &cknnw]cd;;cd Holland as her ally, she
must ussist her to recover what s been seized
by Krance, and appropriated, um’or fakse pre-
tences.  War, it has often been said, is a game
of chance, in which the governors arc’ th.(”pl:}‘v- .
ers, and the things governed are the stake. Do-
naparte, with the consent and applause of all
classes in Krance, played for the whole couti-
nent against his cmpire; and every Frenchmpan
took a sifve ia the bank. Afier all sorts of
packing, and shufiling, and tricking, to say no-
thing of mixing drugs of a soporific quality in
the cakes and wine, he has lost all he played
for. Yet we have such respect for, his, dexte-
rity, such confidence in his honour, and such
‘veneration for hisﬁg‘oodﬁ.oss of hcart, that we
not only think of gfx;ing him back whatever he
laid down; bat also a grcat part of 'w'vhat;_ ‘e failed
to win, and what, as belonging to others, we
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have no right to dispose of in any manner, with-
out first ohtaining their consent. Yet, besides.
“af this, we sweep the board for him, lift the
candlesticks, and make him 4 present of the

card-money.

Thé Engllish are the only people in the uni-
verse that ever played, voluntarily, this losiug
game. They sit down to it quietly, night after
night, to the astonishment of their observers, the
aespair of their friends, and the derision of their

adversaries.

LETTER X.

Ix giving So violent a shock to France, Eu-
‘rope herself must receive ne gentle one. There
will, probably,. be yet a lo long vibration before
there@g&an equilibrium. Denmark and Saxony
are forfeited. These are sufficient to indemnify
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the minor belligerents ; and the two more pow-
erful will be amply rewarded, by humbling the
only nation, and subverting the only potenta{e,,
fo.rmxdubie to ilficir greatness. The terms of
poace pioposed by Lord liverpool are mercly
speculative, and leave him all desira;)le latitude
of explanation. The confederdtcs on the con-
tinent shew none of that si¢kly and ﬁ_r),hcé'i’le
dclicacy, which is more suitable to lovers than
to enemies. They will demand, in some shapé
or other, an equivalent for all the spoliations
authorized by the French government, and all
the wanton mischief cpmmitted b.y its armics,
Unless thcy?u]ﬁ'l'this duty, they will have be-
come more crimipal than Bonaparte. They
will have acted against an express and formal
compact with their people. He has entcred
into no compact with Fre.:nchmen. Ilis pawer,
relative to KFrance, 1s commmsurate with hlS‘
will: his comtltutlon was planned by himself,
without any concurrence or consultat:on, and
prescnted to them under fixed bayonets. ~He
observed to Ferdinand, the captive King of
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Spain, how naturally men would avengc them-
selves for the homage that was exacted.

We must r_emember; and bear constantly, in
mind, that other rights and intere.sts, beslides
our own, qre equally to be defended, The ba-
lance of Europe must be restored and fixed.
There must be an efficient counterpoise to
.France. If she retains a population of twenty
:millions, whieb it would be against all political
precedent for conquerors to permit, the confede-
rate States of Germany should amount to thirty
millions, 'i'wenty in one government are equal
to thirty in several. . He knows little of the
Germans, who knows not the antipathy of every
principality to its neighbour. We ought not to
j,magihe that the House of Austria will always
be frien.dly to their liberties. On the contrary,
we must recollect that s}’lé has diminished, if
not destroyed, the privileges of every nation she
has goverx:gd. It required the most wanton
and B'utr_ageous wrongs to incline the people
cf the Netherlands to the side of France;
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a horal and religious race, and in all respects
the opposite of the French. If Belgium, and
Venice, and the Milanese, and Tuscany, aud

, Parma, are recovered, they ‘should be strengtl:-
éned by sugh an accesSion of territory, and such
confederacies, as may defend them from the
collusions and ="“ciim"px'nmises of Mustria and
France. But the'power most to he strengthencd
is Sardinia, We are not only to provide—en in-
demnity for the loss of dominion so many years;
we arc.not only to give a narrow line of coast,
bordering Piedmont, and~an islahd so poor as
Corsica. No; the dominions of this potentate
must be magg strong encugh 6 form an eternal
barrier for the defence of ltaly.

Italy, who invented the balance of power,
should receive the bBengfit of *her invention.
Something of this kind existed in the States of
Greece. But to recqver and institute it anew,.
is as glorious as to devise, and merifs the name
of invention, as much as the preserver of a
state merits the title of founder or father. * Ma-
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chiavel, in speaking of the Italian league, says,
¢ These potentates had two principal views:
one, that no foreigner should enter Italy in arms;
the other, that nonc of the princes, or statcs,
should attempt an incredsc of territory.” ‘In
reading the Italian authors, from the time"of
Dante to tht: present, onc eternal tone of sorrow,
mixed with in(iignation, murmurs in our cars,
ag'::i.ﬂs; <the commotions raised, and the barba-
tism spread around, by foreigners.  Petrarch
a2nd Michael Angelo stand only in the middle of
the mournful train, and men of tempers and
pursuits the most dissimilar, but united by genius
and virtue, fill up the whole inte{val hetween these
and Alficri. Not only the charters of citics, but
the ;cadcmies of the lcarned, have been invaded

by the < boreal scettro.”

The last piece of insolence a foolish tyrant can
commit, is to meddle with Jiterary associations.
To alter or, modify their forms, to appoint or
recommend their members, is, of all presump-
 tion and usurpation, the most arrogant and in-
tolerable.
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f our statesmen had ever seen the magnificent
cities of northern Ttaly, they could not but re-
flect on the causes both of their splendour aud
their decline. Bomparte,. the cause of more
mischief and misery, than any one LEuropcan
that cver l‘ived, was not, however, the cause of
their ruin. They lost the keystope of their
greatness when they lost their independence.
While they retained it, every pressure s_trmrg{h-
encd them; every shock, without it, threa'tem
their dissolution. Among the many great bless;,
ings, which we have reason to expect at the
conclusion of the war, is a conf’ederacy of the
Italian States: but unlgss the repubhcans raise
up their heﬁg agdin, unless the people drive all
intruders from amongst them, unless Italians
gdvcm Italy, peace will returu without happi-

ness, and the arts without glory.



LETTER XI.

Tug friends and supperters of every ad-
ministration have constantly been charged with
the propagatipn and patrolmge of arbitrary prin-
ciples. A love of order, and a respect for the
govér‘nment of our country, are inconsistent, one
would imagine, with liberal sentiments and en-
lig'htened views. At last, however, we seem to
have arrived at the .period, when every faction
hath been convicted of unsteadiness and incon-
stancy, and is heartily glad of some fair excuse
for ceasmg to look its opponent’in tFl(; face. Al
eyes ‘are now turned towards a spectacle sublime
and new :"a spectacle in which Victory, although
incessant and encreasing splendours are thrown
upon her from every quarter of the horizon,
¢laims only a subordinary station. The con-
junction of all the great poWers that govern the
world, brouorht about by moral necessnty, and
their regular procession to the same pomt in the
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ﬁ]me period, is an event which, a little while
. 8go, no evpericaee sud 10 signs woild ave ea-
couraged us to caleulate.  Ou sceing it before
us, the firsy ancl wmost obvious question 5. \;hat

be the cffect of this cnabination on the
polity of Lurope? This is far more i1 ovtant
than whether an old or_a new dyup it shail be
established in France. Althou"h 1 am of opi-
nion that the honour of the Freneh 'M*(, if
any honour is yet leit in it, is concerned most
intimately and vitally, in bringing to justice an,
usurper who hath subverted her laws, a mur-
derér who hath slaughtered her citizens, and a
deserter sujjo hath abandoned her armies, in evéry
great defeat, et, as an Englishman, 1 am per-
feotly indiffercnt whether this military 1 Marat
die by the d'wrrer of a Charlotte Corday, or by
the axe of a Fonquier Tjnville. 1le who places
himself beyond the laws, is outlawed by hfs own
subscription. So self -evident is this, it is rathes
a truism than an axiom. But it w.ell becomes
those great gofereigns, who have so often labour-
ed in vain to establish the peace of Europe, to

F

.



68

consider well and maturely, whether peace can.
be lasting while I'rance is governed by Napoleon
Bonaparte: whether, in signing any fresh treaty”
for that purposc, they can reccive stronger as-
surances of its permancncy and inviolability,
than they received on the sfunature of the first,
or last, or ii®ermediate one. The Ifoly Ghost
has never descended in the form of a dove to the
adjuratisns of Napoleon. It is no less impiety
than folly, to call God to witness what you be-
keve will be futile: it is, both in letter and

spirit, to take his name in vain.

With us, indeed, the fruits of vigtory have
usually becn perishable in prc;portion to their
swectness. Our pleasure seems to have been
in making the sacrifice we ought to have exact-
ed; in laying the olivg-branch under our pil-
lows, ‘as servant girls would do, to proloug our
sdambers, or to embellish, and diversify our
dreams. If generosity is Lli;@"tq ur enemies, is
it due to cur enernies ouly? TF°) appleon, hath
given us the greatest latitude for it, by detaining
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dur friends and relatives in Fraace, after the
“most solemn assurances of thicic libaty and
safety ; it he hath courtcd. oar forhearance,®or
conciliated our good offices, by murdering «nd
tcirturing the captains of our navy, yct some-
thing is also due towatds their famjlics. i am
ashamed to acknowledge, that § know not whe-
ther Captain Wright hath left, to bemqq;y"dis
captivity and cruel death, a son or broale‘r;'but
what shane, what grief, what indignation should
I suffer, if in another war, after the peace ofr
another year, one of these, by the chances of
battle, shonld fall into thf‘ hands of the tyran,

and be doomdﬂ s he would be, to fill up that

measure of solitary woes which agony shbok

down for his kinsman, amidst the guards we re-
equipped, and upon the rack we restored, as a
heir-loom of the monarchy. Is it truc, oris itdalse,
that Bonaparte has committed avair;st every one
of the allied powers,, 9ctnonb which, according to
the laws of thelrcguntry, are punishable by death ?

Is thefe any*thing in his previous good conduct
_ which could plead for-favour from thc most

¥ 2
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lenient judge? Would not every one of thes-
sovereigns condemn capztally;”even the highest
and niost favoured subject, who should have
committed a thousandth part of the crimes
which this tyrant hath perpetrated, and threatens
still to perpetrate ?  Are his motives irresistibly
urgent? Is his authority unquestionably legiti-
ete? Do they pardon him because he assumes
their rank and station, aud uses their forms and
phrascology ? They would unquestionably then
"forgivc the piracies and murders, if such were
commniitted on their subjccts, of Pction or Chris-
tophe, or of any corsair on the coast of Malabar :
they would excusc a Villain whystsuld have
sct fire to a town, because he had acted the part
of Mahomet or Julius Cesar in a barn, Cannot
a man be a scoundrel in a crown as well as in a
red cap F Are the manaers, the morals, the prin-
ciples, of this fellow changed, is there even any
"difference in his stature or his complexion, from
his assumption of power to the death of Piche-
gru, or from that period to ‘the dissolution of
Moreau? Do princes then tremble. because his



71

$hadow is like theirs > or, what is weaker still,
do they love und cherish him, because in all his
shifts and changes, from .among the bundles
of the stage-wiizzon,at Marseilles to the em-
blaces of Lamoacer& at the Thuilleries, he has
constantly, to the utmost of his power, rendered
the names of king and emperdr hateful or con-
temptible > He never forgives, nor, consc10,4s of
his atrocities, believes that he can ever be for-
given. In this temper of mind and posture df
cxrcumstances, he flies to the oracles of Machia-
vel, of all oracles the least fallible, and will com-
promise with his enemles unti} h¢ can disunite
and destroy themr. He has not had leisurc to
readmuch; but he has had sagacity to read®and
study what is most conducive to his purposes.
An attentive perusal and a }'ight understanding
of two excellent books, have enabled a'pesty of-
ficer of artillery to confound all the wisdom and
baffle all the energies of the world, The Prince
of Machiavel and the Polybius of*Folard, are
the cup and wand of this Comus. A just com.
preheusion of them will guard prudent men
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against most of the errors which have been com-
mitted by the great politicians-and great soldictsof
odrdays. Butarguments are not necessarytoshew
them in what manner this insolcht and sanguinary
outlaw should be treated ; or in what manuer he
will treat those who at present can crush him, if
they weakly or' treacherously permit him to
escepe. Kings and statesmen will rather endure
,any'insuit, than listen to those who entreat and
implore them to look into Listory for guides.
They consider it as a relaxation to their studics,
and not as a rule to their conduct. Yet cvery
thing that ean occur, Ims‘. occurred. Ev‘(;nts ulay
receive, from the ages and counirics That produce
thein, somc slight shades of colour, some few
modifications of form ; but the sceds of them are
imperishable, and ‘exist throughout the world;
a theusand and a thousand times have they ger-
minated and died down again, wherever there
"are rival nations; wherever there are discordant
interests, iff short, wherever there are infirmities
and wants. The wise and contemplative man,

the active and energetic, will find as much as is
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requisite to direct him in all political emergencies.
If those havc failed the most remarkably, who
have left upon the memozy of their countrimen
the most profound impressions of their elo-
wquence, "which even the calnest sagacity cannot
always distinguish from true wisdom, it was by
following the passion of the homent rather than
the precepts of experience ; rather by attending
to some whisper from an imaginary and iliusory‘
geuit.xs of their own, than observing those ;'g-
. corded and plain dictates, which stand cminent
above the flight of time, and have been erected
and egﬂazoncd at distant inter.vals, by a suc-
cession of Natf®ns rouzed to activity by wars,

and lighted to policy by calamities.

LETTER XII.

AccorpiNe to my view of the subject, the
future state of Curope seems to depend entirely
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on the resolutions of the allied princes, coneern--
ing the punishment of Bonapa‘rte. If these are
mantly and just; if they trcat him only as they
would treat their own subjects,* for crimes infi
nitely less and fewer; if they act as theé servants
of .God and the guardians of their people; they
will then, and then only will they, have secured
to' themselves and their posterity the pcace and
' indeﬁénde;nce of their kingdoms. Never more
will the drunkenuess of an upstart and street-
:valking power raise itself over their courts, and
throw their innermost household into confusion :

never morc wfll the dreams of ov ergorged“ demo-
cracy be mterpreted as the dictzies 6 t;é:wen, or
issuc¢d as the decrees of fate. 'Then will this
Bonaparte, great only in the enormity of his
crimes, and in the iittleness of his surrounders,

find owe only of all his speeches in the memory
of man :
¢ The finger of Providcence was there.”

Lamented and most beloved Mor&au! such,
such was the triumphant exclamation of this



75
/perjurer, and atheist, -at the moment when Eu-
rope was deprived of thy genius and thy virtues.
Thy exile, too soon followed up by death,,was
occasioned byethy strenuous but ill-accorded
efforts to purify the carth from his pollutions.
Shall thy undevm;mg'mms be overlooked ? shall
thy glorious cxample be forgotten ? shall the
hand that pressed thine in death, press with
equal fervor thy exulting murderer’s? Do not
Heaven and earzh call aloud for vengeance ? do
not weakness and wisdom raise the same cry 6
God? From tie humblest toil of industry to
the highest efforts of genius, the blasting ha_md
of this Thvanate pestilence hath left its visible

and appal‘ling track.

Men of literature have séldom been remiss in
offering their incense %o the elevated and the
fortunate. A small portion of light tfrom the ob-
ject above is enough for them, But somethifig
like virtue there must be; let it be constancy,
let it be Tortitdde, let it be generosity, let it be
clemency, let it be encouragement to the pur-
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suits of abstruse learning, of polished letters, of
eloquence, in the cabinet, in'the pulpit, in the
parliament, or at the bar. Since Bonraparte hath
assumed the functions of government, the very
time when any thing worthy of the slightest
praise would be extolled above the highest, not
a notion, not a sentiment of his, appears to have
been commended by the most partial of his
slaves, in a manner to be remembered by the
rest. The world expects with great curiosity
the publication of the erotics of his Mameluke :
I, who read little of the modern literature, and
indeed too little of any, shall be contented to
admire his epitaph.

LETTER XIII,

In my last letter I expressed more anXi-
ety than hope, that the governors of the world
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would consult the history of mankind, in orde:
to judge correétly how the nations of Kurope
would be treated, if Bon:zparte were to retaan the
sovereignty of* France. Yet | should have been
‘both mdre urgent and more explicit, it he had
pot several times glven such ifjustrations and
proots, to all the powers Mow arranged aguinst
him, as would render any question on the sub-
ject too nugatory for even the most childish de~
clamation.  History would lead thew into that
chif\y and awful chamber, in which, uader the
suspended armour, they might read their own
destinies. It appears to me the extreme of
folly,%t':)* tinde of gi.v'mg np the chase, at the
mcment we have driven the tiger back iato his
lair. A curious sort of courage and generosity !
admirably timed und placed!  Perhaps it is
though. propor to inguire first, whéther he has
done any harm in the couutry: if he has, whether
ke is likely 1o do ‘ny more, after such magnz?ni-
mous siieuts and sallies. 1t is wisegthen, and con-
siderate,®o ask a sailor with a wooden leg, whe-

ther he knows what it is to be wounded; a citizen
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whose house is in flames, whether he has heard®
of any fire in the neigh’oourhooa : if we are cir-
cumspect and delicate, we shall certainly say to
bothof them—Have you lgst any thing?  Yes,
it would be just as reasonable, as to appeal to the
sovereigns of, Europe on the tremendous cause
of their former degfadation. Look at Smolens-
ko; look at Moscow; look at 1lamburgh!
‘ l'[ém' the threats of the impudent fugitive, in the
mtdst of his army, against all Germaus, who
would rather not be Frenchmen!  If this gene-
ral incendiary and universal murderer is per-
mitted to escape with 1mpumty, the sovereigus
will have little merit in presewm" the minor
laws,‘which protect one subject from another.
Will they ever be able to preserve them? Will
they be the sovereigus of the country ? the pro-
tectors and avengers (for both characters are re-
quisite to constitute a sovereign) of their peo-
plé? Certainly not long: théy will fall to ruin
amidst the greans and execrations of kingdoms,
whose noble efforts they had blastetl, whose
best and dearest interests they had compromised
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and betrayed. It is madness to assert that the
-conditions of u stahle peace would be accepted
with more difficulty by the I'rench senate than
by the Irench despot, of that an unprinci‘pled
set of men, who hate tossed up their caps for
'the leaders of every faction, would remain nore
constant to their master than to their principles.
Their principles have given t.hem no anxieties,
and offered them mno affronts: their anastgr<has
shewun them, repeatedly, both his displeasure and
his contempt. Secure to them their stipends, agd
they will gladly throw off those cumberous trap-
pings, which they cannot so copveniently trail
with «rnm ﬂi:)tg.thc haunts of vulgar vice. The
surrender of Napoleon wiil be as casily attained
as the surrender of a province, or even of a for-
tress. Without it, many provinces, and many
fortresses wil) afford byt an inaicunfe compen-
tion for the expenditure and de ?asttnt'ions'ofonly
the Russian campgign. The ruin of a yielding
force is certuin, if the pressure against it be un-
diminished and unremitted. Cesar Borgia far

excelled Bonaparte, both in military and politi-
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cal science, and nevetr betrayed in any enter- |
prise a deficiency of that personal courage, which
is pynished in soldiers with death, in others
with contempt. Ilc had the adwantage of high
conncxions, aud passed es;ery stage of his life,
among men who rospccted-béth his abilitics and
his rank, He had, also taken the precaution to
remove by violence those heads of parties,
.which might else have intercepted him in his
ascent to sovercignty. Yet his fall was even

more rapid than his rise.

Agathocles of Sicily seems to have been the
idol‘ of Bonaparte; but hé never deserted his
army in any extremity : on the contrary, he re-
tained, by prudence and valour, the dominion
he had acquired by violence and fraud; yet his

power died with him,

Gliverotto ¥irmani was also an usurper, of
m:ee © onecsteRey, and more resources, than this
Congicomr, - oaamily dexterous in treackery, and

Ayuatly resoltte in assassinations.  He added
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personal courage to military science, and never
was convicted of -desertion, or accused of any
pusillanimity : yet he was taken prisoner, toge-
ther with Vitello?cio his accomplice, and suffered

daath upon the gallows.

What 1s there, 1 repeat 1t again and again, in
the character or conduct of this insolent and au-
dacious man, that ought to exempt him from=s
similar punishment ? Is there any crime, in
public, or private life, with which he has not
been deeply and thoroughly contaminated? Is
there a family on the Continent of Lurope which
has not 4o bemoan thescflects of his rapacity'?
Ambition I will not call it, little as I respect
what is usually and more justly termed so, and
aware as I am what bitterness, dust and ashes,
lie at the core of its hqllow but fair-seeming
fruit.

If the French people were once gssured that
the life of Bonaparte would be accepted as the
price of peace, that price would be paid down
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mstantly, It is only then that they could re-
sign, with the appearanbe of. doing it uncon-
strained, the territorics they have wrested from
their neighbours.  They would attribute to his
cupidity all the losses they had sustained ; and
the sacrifices they should .be obliged to make,
they would'cclebrate aloud as a voluntary peace-
offering to justice. Kvery nation has a right to
demand that so atrocious a criminal should be
delivered up: every nation has made such de-
fmmds, both in ancientand modern times. France
is neither able nor willing to refuse the summons.
Insensible as she is to the value of liberty, and
forgetful and unworthy of her ancient gonstitu-
tion, she requires a cessation Ttom her labour,
and a rccovery from her disgrace. Never can
she enjoy them without the death,” judicial or
extra-judicial, of her traiterous and turbulent
usurper. ‘ The present French condemn, or pre-
tend to condemn, the crllelties of Marat and
Robespierre: yet the one excelled Bonaparte in
knowledge,“the otherin eloquence; bggh of them
excelled him ip. cansistency, in lxppé‘s't-y, and in
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courage. Is there, however, a single man in the
territory of I'rance who docs not cordially re-
joice in the extinction of these wretches ? {\nd
why ? Because of their réstless suspicion and
itsatiable.crucity. And, o say nothing of ex-
a.ctions and extortiohs, for the support of indi-
vidual and solitary pride, is there loss suspicion
in the breast of this Corsican, who despiscs and
detests the whole nation? s thare leSs cruetty
in this Moloch, who scleets his anuual victinfs
by thes myriad; who consumes their youth in
the vices and miserics of a prowling and felo-
nious warfarc ; who has calmly dclivered to the
jaws of death. or broke their limbs and sinews,
threc hundred thousand 'renchmen within gne
year, and calls for anothersuch oblation to crown
it? Take the average of the last ten months, and
make your calculation onethe authenti'a reports
of the allied arinies, what is the result? .How
many fellow-crcatures, how many fellow-couns
trymen, and fellow-soldiers, born to, happiness,
and torn f@sn it at the first opening of its en-
joyments," 'iinth he deprived of life, or of all its

. G
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comforts and uses, cvery muinute of his waking
hours 7 What a scene, then, of" woe and desola-
tiots 1s renewed by every day of his existence!
How many hopes, how many ‘virtues, are ex-
tinguished at every sun-set! How niany fami-
lies are made miserable, desolate, and helpless!
'Soverejgns of the earth, if you prolong the ex-
i;fehce of this miscreant, this accursed of God
and man, declare at once that you have drawn
‘the sword only to divide dominion with him ;
that you have brought nations to fight one
against another, only that you might at last be
admitted to peace and amxty witrhim : and the,
bfood of extinguished and of unhorn generations
be upon yourheads ! the scorn of your contem.
poraries, the reprotache‘s of vour posterity, and
the veng;cance of your Almighty Judge.
| CALVUS.



LETTER XIV.

Monduy, Dec. %0, 1818.

A moNTH has now elapsed since the preceding
letters were written, and sent to be inserted in
the Courier. The frcedom with which [ have
treated all subjects and all persous, wi.thin 'tl.l‘(‘;.
range of my observations, made them perhaps®
undesirable and unwelcome to the acute and’
judicious Editor. Heartily glad should I be, to
have closed them with any thing rather than the
Manifesto, whiidw at a distance of more than two,
hundred miles from the capital, came into My
hands but yesterday. [t appears as a declara-
tion ofthe Allied Powers. It states, that -¢ The
Powers” confirm to the Frénch Ewmpire “n erlent
of tervitory which France, under her kings, never
knew; because a valiant nation does not full from.
its rank by having, in its turn, erperienced re-
versesy, in an’ obstinute and sanguinary contesty
which it has fought iwith s .accuslomed bravery.

‘G 2
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But the Allied Powers wish to be free, tranquil;

and happy, themselves, &c.

Reasonings may be very wedk and inconse-
quent, which are founded on truth and justic.e.
But was ever rcasoning more weak and more in-
conscquent, or féunded less on trath and justice,
than that France should have aun increase of
pow‘er for not having fullen 7 That she should
f)c endowed with an accession of territory, such
as her kings never knew, becausc she has (;xpcri-
enced reverses ; because she has been able to
nfaintain an obstinate and sangwinary confest’
Because the Allies wish to be fi &, tranqual, and
ha];py ? When this sanguinary contest, main-
tained against them by Bonaparte, as they them-
selves have urged repeatedly, that they might not
be “ happy, nor tranquil, nor free.”

Unfortunatc nations ! tlie play-things of crea-.
tures so destitute of intellect, so destitute of re-
collection.  Even their own eyes and cars are

not their scnses.  They have waded through
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blood, and never felt it ; they have been sur-
rounded by conflagrations, and seem to invagine
it was the natural light, the wholesome frcsh.-.xir
of day! Surely they think; that whatever has
happened,, must have Bappened in another state
of existence.  Alas * it is uot thewr wrongs and
sufferings ; it is only the wrongs and suflerings
of their people, They live; they are happy ;
they exult in unexpected deliverance. These
whose sturdy arms delivered them, are permitted
the honour of following them home, but unden
no assurance that their cottages, if they rebuild
them, shall not be levelled to the eyrth again, by
the same inhu;r:gr: and merciless invader, .
.
No; * a valiant nation does not fall from its
rank by having, inits turn, experienced reverses.””
But it justly falls from if, when thosc reverses
are occasioned by incessant breachics of .faith,
by a prostitution of military honour to the pure
poses of confiscation and rapine, by, a mockery
of all religien, by a disdain of all equity, hy a
prohibition of all the best energies, which en-
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noble and exalt our nature, and, by an assump-
tion of right, to lower and demolish the rank
both of the allied and of the hostile. What
France threatened ngainst Russia and England,
what she carricd into execution agaipst A ustria,
and Prussia, and Spain, .not to mention some
dozens of the smaller p;)wers, ought now, both in
justice and in prudence, to be carried into exc-

cution against France.
L]

If we demand a just debt, contracted peace-
ably, shall we not demand one cqually just, be-
cause it was extorted, and because it was exhor-
bitant? If you catch a thief who has fallen down
your staircase, and has brokéiihis bones under
y;)m; plate and jewels; if you find also in his
pocket the fruit of former plunder, will you
humbly request him to restore one pretty pair of
earsrings 2 will you console him with the idea

_ that he has not fullen from his rank! will you
beg permission to order ; hackney-coach, -that
he may carry off the little matter (he has taken

from your children and domestics?” Are you
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not bound by every duty of a citizen and honest
‘man, to seize him, to deliver him up to justice,
to distribute to each individual the property of each?
Such also 1y the duty, the sworn duty, of all
these allied powers: sthe subjects of those who
dct otherwisc are absolvd from their allegiance.
I know not who the p'ersons are that assumne to
themselves the title of allied powers. Certain 1
am, that the Spanish Government breathes no
such sentiments. I know personally and .\;;cll
some, of the best and bravest of that nation: "1
know that even the worst and most cowardly ;f‘
it, would never whine their adulation in these
abject strains. Their fathers, son;, and brothers,
have bled, botiT 1n the ficld of battle and in their
houses ; their sisters and daughters have Deen
bowed to the abominations of the French. Tiera
is not a village in this country, the cradle of he-
roism and of glory, tha; has not.su’ﬂ:ered such
miserics and pollutions as it would be impiety

to pardon.

®
Aud who can believe that the Emperor of
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Russia hath sanctioned, with his august name,
this most pusillanimous and "iniquitous mani-
festo ? Equital;le, humane, and enlightened;
calin in the midst of danger, but,alive to the suf-
ferings of his pcople, he will demand.a full ini-
demnity for all their losses, a memorable, so-
lemn, and piacular atonement for the most wan-
ton and unprovoked aggression.  Letthe French
cdtTy. on thieir heads the ashes of Smolensko and
Moscow. Let him who ordered to exccution
‘the peaceable and loyal citizens of the Musco-
vite metropolis be conducted to the same scaf-
folfl. Robesgierre, who, in comparison with
this monster, was but as & kittep to,a tiger, was
carted and brought to justice.  Let Bonaparte
be, as he called himsclf, the God of Thunder to
the Mamelukes andthe Foxites; butlct the so-
vereig‘r:s, whose dominieus he hath laid waste,
and whosc subjects Le hath slaughtercd, punish
his crimes, or assist in punishing them.  Has he
not bousted that they cxist as sovereigns by his
clemency and forhearance 2 Will be fergive any
kind of humiliation ? Will he. forgive his de-
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feats, his flight, the exposure of his perfidy, the
ridicule of his weakness, both in politics and in
tactics, Russia, Prussia, and Sweden, wijl en-
joy no future opportunity of stripping him bare
.bf powes.  Their armics will even again come in
contact amicably ;" they may now break the
threads of all future combinatjons that are likely
to disturb their union. Ilolland, and the re-
maining Netherlands, that abhor ctery foféign
yoke, will join their confederation. 'Too sure..ly
is Bonaparte now, at this instant, cementing 1§
old alliances : too surely will the gold and the
intrigues of France sow dissention in the family
of European Statcs, atd nothing can keep under
and consume the shoots of it but the ardour and
activity of offensive war. Shall every land have
endured its crucl scourge, *except that, which,
with inhuman dclight, hath nursed her chlldren
in blood ? Except that in which the beggar and
the cripple talk of suniversal empire, and high-
way robbers think of retiring from ¢he too great
exertion of their public life, as professors of

some college, or prefects of some department in
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Gerrﬁany. Some Vandamme, a compost of
filth, and rogu;;-vy, and nnpudence, may again’
call to fus carriage ukes and Emperors, and
ma}; chastise, with the whip. a refusal to obey.
Can it he questioned ? Weve not even ladies me-
naced by thes gallant people,as our silly declara®
tion terins thiem, with Sl;cll a punishment? A
punishment so de‘grading, that neither those who
recgive nor those who inflict it can ever lift up
their heads among the reputable.

Who, in the name of Ileaven, could have
composed this flimsy tissue of folly, coward-
ice, and falsehood? Who could have presumed
to publish it first as a declaration of the allied
powers? - We have authentic declarations in
which every sentiment is contradicted. What
officious creature, half minister, half journalist,
has broken the joints of logic to compose this

precious amulet? Let him wear it for his pains.
[

Limus ut hic durescit,

He will only be looked at to be laughed at.



93

Other fabulists have given to birds the feelings
and languaze of men: he has attributed to men
the natural sentiments of birds—< Do not try to
catch me; 1 know you cannot; but attémpting
it frightens me.” Thus irresolute and timid does
he represent the-ru.lers of the world, before a
vanquished and flying enemy ! " For what pur-
pose then were issucd those animating proclama-
tions of the Russians? Men wdho upj,te like
Athenians ; fight like Romans; and fect‘like
Englishmen, Idave the Germans risen in asms
for the parade® Is no vengeance to be taken for
the crueltics they have suffered?  Shall not.
even their contributions and conliscations be
restored? No: on the contrary, the epcmy is
promised power enough (and who can question
his inclination ?) to extort them tenfold at his
leisure, Bonaparte, it scews, is po longer au
insatiable plunderer, a shamcless liar,"a scoffing
Atheist, a merciless aésassin. His faults are
venial: at present they have cost humanity only
one million of human lives: some say more :

add then eighty or a hundred thousand. When



94

ouly half' the number had been sacrificed to his
rage and avarice, the nations rose against him :
pusillanitnous princes, reduced to the condition
of recrniting sm‘ge:mts,"dcclurcd his cane intole-
rable, and broke the drum. "In shaking. off his"
yoke, the other half million has fallen, ltis
only within these few duys that his perfidy 1s
turned into passable good faith: it is only when
he edw be punished, that he must not.  Surely
it v:fas unnecessary for his expiation, that so
much blood should have been demanded from
their subjects. What streams, and from what
distant sources, *have flowed for the cleansing of
that scurvy leper! If impunity werg the extinc.-
tion of wickedness, even then, so awful a dimi-
nution of thé human race, such a loss of civili-
zation, of social conmifort, of mere competency,
such a concqurse of mourners, day after day, for
years together, ‘in every town and hamlet, such
expressions of woe in all languages and all places,
wherever maids voice hath been heard, would
loudly demand the life of Bonaparte: but impu-
nity is the certain and swift forerunaer of fresh
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. calamity and aggravated revenge. At cvery
tribunal, whether the appeal be to the gown or
to the sword, every crime should recewe its
punishment. *If yoy punish all, you will pun:sh

«the fewer, Pardon one in twenty, and you will
be under the necessity of puaishing twice the
uuwber  that you would ife no offences were

remitted.

L 4
L

Bently, a man hardly more remarkable «8 a
prot&.)uud scholar, than for the acutencess of his
mind, to whatever he applied it, argues that men
distinguished for assiduity, birth, and fortunc,
frequently ci.ser on such a course of studics as
befits them for the church, from considerig the
great prizes, of bishoprics and archbishoprics,
in our ccclesiastical establishment.  Although
few can attain them,'no man ima:';inv,s them
Move his reach. In most tempt.utions we over-
look the chances ‘against us, and calculate on
those in our tavour. DBonaparte®s justitied in
renewing the war when he can, if he is permitted

to declare it with jmpunity whgn he chuses,
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The allied powers assure him that, whatever e
docs, he never shall be a loser : that the utinost
they require from him, is the territory he has
conguered ; not the surrender of' those means
which have enabled him to copquer. They will ‘-
treat with him about the recovery of what he
hath stolen : they will perhaps go so far as to in-
sist on blowing out the dark lantern : but they
leave him his phosphoric match, his whole
bpfl'ch of pick-lock keys, his iron crow, his
pistol and his dagger: they release all his glmg.
It is easy to foresee what wiil be the consequence,

to them and the community.

A loss of territory is not the greatest loss,
even to the prince. rl'he writer of the pretended
mumfeslo, w hieh 1 haw, taken the trouble to
quote, ‘ary uLs, _or talks rathex, as if the sacrifice
of the brave, the massacre of the inoffensive,
the conflagration of farms andovillagcs, and citics,
and provinces', the misery of natiouns, the despair
of ‘mankind, were nothing in the estimation of
thesé allied powers,  Whoever wrote such a silly
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,and worthless paper, is unfit not only for the ex-
ercise of any political function, but for the dis-
cussion of the least important question, thateever
occupied the reasoning faculties of man, Let
pim tewch children.their catechism, for he has
pativace encigh swho can bear what,this creatare
bears, and, if he believes that Bonaparte will not
profit by such simplicity, novody can douht his
capacity for a creed.  But let not hi; apatf):v he
attributed to sovereigns: let them not, by the sug-
gestion or representation of such weak wr«:tchv.;,.
be accused of utter indifference to the wel,

farc of their subjects, nor be left 'exposvd to the

vengeance of e encuiy they have pardoned, by

thie armies whose honour they have insulted, and

by the nations whose safety they have betrayed. .
1 detest and abhor an insurrcction : but it would

be sacred against meu so unworthy of ¢heis trust.

o
‘The allied powefs must disclaim this paper,
or must cdncel all their former manitestos. The
Euglist cah never sanction it.  We fight for se-

curity~put indemnity and glory out of sight.—



98

L)

Our security will not allow us to give ¢he Frenck
empre an cclent of territory which her kings never
knew. We have been fighting seven hundred
vears, with few and 1;a1rr()w intervals of peace.
For what? To diminish this territory. It was
the policy of all tempers: and all times. The
French were constantly held too powerful.  Her
kings possessed a kingdom too large and popu-
}oqs'for the safety of England : yet sometimes
tht: ncighbouring states, and sometiines pro-
vinces almost independent, in the very heart of
the kingdom, rendered their power infinitely
less injurious than it would be, if reduced within
the saime limits as at the accessiop. gf Louis X1V,
The "population of France would even then be
greater than that of Great Britain and Ircland,
and more united in locality, in manners, and in
religion. A turbulent aid ferocious people will
for many genérations require much vigilance,
will often thwart our policy, and not seldon
divide our atfention with our enemy.

T would ngt undervalue the abilities of Lord
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Castleredigh and. Lord Liverpool : I believe them
to be great, and what is more, of the kind best
suited to the present times. But I do not see
any reason to ‘think sthese ministers wiser than
'Sunderla.nd, Somexs, Godolphin, and Marlbo-
rough; the opinion of which illustrious men
was, that, Wi1eu we laboured under the pressure
of debt, when Amcrica was ours, and cou.lgl not
act against us, when Frunce was depriveds of
many strong places, when her power was l;,ss
than her king had knoiwr i, she still was too
powerful for the prosperity and peace of Eng.
Jand. ' '

It it be possible that, corruption at the foot
and infatuation at the head, of the confederated
thrones, the princes of the continent should se-
riously think of leaving France moré p'dwerful
than at the accession of Louis X1V, enjoying
strength enough to make prooresswely those
stupendous conquests, which have eternally me-
naced, and at last have almost overthrown them,
theiAllied Powe;'éz as they are called, will pre-
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sently be'separated, scattered, and extigguished.
The libcrties of Europe, such as they are, will
sivk 'nto thg same abyss. DBut she will look
down contemptuously on her base deserters, her
uanrthy lords, anﬁmholdmo the servile con’,
dition to which thgx,{gill have reduced them-
selves, she, like the heroic Scald, W¥ill Jaugh at

her dissolution.

T“ E v‘.ENDQ‘
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I' HHAVE-heard, that nothing gives an au<
thor so much pleasurcas to find his works
respectfully quoted by’ other learned au-
thors. 'I'his pleasure I have seJdom enjoy-
ed ; for though I'have been, if I may say it
without vanity, an eminent author ( of al-

_manacks) aunually now a. full quartet of a.
century, my brother. authors, in the same
way (for what reasonI know not) have ever
been very sparing of their applauses ; and
no otherauthor has taken. the least notice o
me; so that, did not my writings produce
me some solid pudding, the great «deficien-
cy of praise would- have quite discouragesd
me.

I concluded, at length, tha&_ihe_ peoplp_
were the best judges of my menit, for they
huy my works, and.besides, iy my rambles,
where I am not personally Known, I have.
frequently heard oneor other of my adages
repeated, with ‘“as poor Richard,says” at
the end.on’t. This gave me some satisfac-
tjon ; as it shewed. not. only thaf my instruc-.
tions were regarded, but discovered like-
wise some respect for my authority * and [
own, that towencourage the practice of re-
membering . and repeating those wise sen-
tenees, I have sometimes quoted myself with
great gravity.
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Judge then howmuch IThave been grati«
fied by an incident I am going to relate to
you. I stopped my horse lately where a
number of people were collected at an auc-
tion of merchant’s goods. 'T'he hour of sale
not being come, they were conversing on -
the badness of the umes; and one of the
company called to a plain, clean, old man,
with white locks, ¢ Pray, father Abraham,
what think you of the times ¢ Will not ihese
heavy taxes quite ruin the country ? How
shall we be ever able to pay them? What
would you advise us to?’ Father Abraham
stood up and replied, ‘ If you’d have my ad-
vice, V’l} give it tp you in short; for ““a
word to the wise is enough: and many
words would not fill a bushel,”” as poor
Richard says.” They joined in desiring him
to speak his mind: and, gathering round
Ixim,&xe'pmceeded as follows :

¢ Friends,’ said he, arnd neighbours, the
taxes are indeed very heavy ; and if those
laid on by -the government were the only
ones we had to pay we might more easily
discharge theyn ; but we have many others,
and much more grievous to somnc of us. Ve
.are faxed twice as much by our idlencss,
three times as much by our pride, and four
times as much by our folly ; and from these
taxes the commissioners cannot case or de-
liver ys, by allowing an abatement.  1low-
‘ever, let us hearken to good advice, and
something may be done for us; ““ God
helps them that help themselves,’” as poor
"Richaid says in his Almanack,
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It would be thought a hard government
that should tax its pcople one-tenth partof
their time, to he cmployed in its service ;
but idlencss taxes many of us much more nt
we reckon all that is spent in absolute sloth <
or doing of nothing, with that which is
spent in idle employmenis or amusements
whichamount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing
on diseases, dl)solu'ely sluntvns life, <¢ bluth
like rust, consumes faster thin lahour wears,
while the key used is always bright,”” as poor
Richard says. ‘¢ But dost thou love life ? then
do not squander thne, for that is the stufflife,
is made of,”’ us poor Richard says. How much
cmore than is nceessary do we spead in
sleep !, forgetting ¢ that the sleeping  fox
catches no poultry, and that th(*rc will be
sleeping enough in the grave,” as poor
Richard says. “If time be of all things the
most precious, wasting time must (gs
poor Richard says) the greatest pro l(rah-
ty ;’* since as he elsewhere tells us, Lost
time is never found again ; .md.&hat we call
time enough, altvays proves little enough.’”
Let us then be up and doing, and dmnn to
the purpose; so by diligence we shall do
more with less porple\lty * ¢ Sloth makes all
things difficult, but mdustry all aasy,” as
poor Richard says ; and, < he who rises late,
must trot all day, and will scarcely nvmtakc
his business at night ; while laziness trz
vels so slowly that poverty 800N ovutdke
him,”” as we read in poor Richard; who
adds, ‘¥ Drive thy business ; let not thy bu-
siness drive thee,’* and, ““ early to bed, aud
early to rise, makes.a man healthy, weal-
thy, and wise.”
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o what signifies wishing and hoping for.
“better times ? we may make these times bet-
ter if we bestir ourselves,” “* Industry needs
not wish,”” as poor Richard says ; and, “ he
who lives on  hope,. will die fasting.™”
““ There are no gains without pains; then
help bands, for I have no lands; or if K
have, they are smartly taxed ;> and (as poor
Richayd likewise okscrves,) ‘“ He that bath,
a trade bath an'estate ; and he that hath a
calling hatli an office of profit and henour;’”
but then the trade must ke worked at, and,
the ealling well followed, or neither the es-
tate nor the office will epable us to pay
our taxes. 1f we be industricus we shall
never starve ; for, as poor Richargd says,
< At the working-man’s house hunger looks
in, but dares not’enter.” Nor will the bailiff
or the constable enter, for, < Industey pays
{lcl)thl|ilc despair encreascs them,” says
poor Richard.  What thg’ you have found
no treasure, nor has any rich relation left
you a legacy; °“ Diligence is the. mother of
good luck,” as poor Ricbard says; and,
““.God gives gll things to industry ;. then
plough deep while sluggards sleep, and you.
will have corn torsell and to keep,” says.
Poor Digk. ‘Work while it is called fo-day 3
for you know not how much you may be
hindered to-morrow 3 which makes poor
Richard say, ¢ One to-day is worth two to-
morroivs ;*’ and further, ‘“ have you some-
thing to do to-morrow, do it terday.”” < If
‘ou were a servant, would you not be a-
shameq] thata good master should catch you
idle ? are youthen your own master? be
ashamed to catch yoursell idle,”” as poor
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Dick says. When there is 50 much to he
éone for yourself, your family, your coun-
try, and your gracious king; be up by peep
of day ; ““let notthe sun 1eok down, and .
say inglorious here he lies [”> handle your .
tools without mittens ; remember, that << the
cat in gloyes cafches Mo mice,”” as poor
Richard says. Itis tryge, there is much to be
done, and perhaps you «are weuk handed;
but stick to it steadily, and you will sce
great cffects; for, °° consiant dropping
wears away stones, and by diligence and
patience the mouse ate in two the cable;
and light strokes fell great oaks,”” as poor”
Richard says in his Ahnanack, the ycark
cannotgjust now remember.

¢ Mecthinks T hear some of you say, ““ must
a man afford himself no leisare ;”’—1I will
tell thee, my friend what poor Riclrard says:
«* Employ thy time well, if thou mea¥est to
gain leisure ; andsince thou art net sure of
a minute, throw net away an hour.”” Lei-
sure is time for doing somecthrrrm=uscful ;
this leisure the diligent man will obtain. but
the lazy man never ; so that,*as poor Rich-
ard says, <A life of Jeispre and a life of
laziness are two things.”” Do you imeging
that sloth will afford you more comfort than
Jabour ? no ; for, gs poer Riehard says,
¢ Troubles spring from idlencss, and griev-
ous toil from necdless case ; many avithout
labour woulg live by their wits only ; but they
break for want of stock :” whereas industry
gives comfort, and plenty, and respect.
< Fly pleasures, and they will follotv you ;
she diligent spinner has” a large ‘shift ; and,
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bids me good morrow ;” all wlm.h is well
said by poor Richard.

But with our industry, we must likewise
Le steady, settled, and (‘qre{ul and oversee
our own aflairs with ,oir own eyes, and not
trust too much to ()lh(:lb ; for, as poor Riclis
ard m\s,

LIS ¢ never saw an oft removed tree,
Nor yet anoft removed family,
That throve so ivell as those that settled be.”

Andagain, < Three removes are as had
‘asa fire ;” ahd again, < Keep thy shop,
and thy shop will keep thee ;”” and again,
<< 1f you would have yourbusmcss done, g0 ;
if not, send, *“ And again,

¢ e who by the plonghi wonld lhrlve,
. 'Hm\m,'l must either hold or drive.”

+ And again, “ Thg eve of the master will
do more wm‘L than both kis hands ;*’ and
again, “ Want of care does more dawmage
than wiaet~ef knowledge ;”” and again,
<< Not to oversee worknmen, is toleave thein
your purse open.” Trusting too much to
olhcrs care, is the, ruin of many : for, as
the A]m.mack says, <“ In the aflairs of the
world, nfen are saved not by faith, but by
the want of it ;>’ but a man’s own care is
profitable ; for, saith poor Dick, ¢ Learn-
g is to the studious, and riches to the care-
ful, as well as power to the bold, and hea-
ven to the virtuous.  And further, ““ If you
would have a faithful servant, and one that
you like, server yourself.”” And again, he
adviseth to circumspéction and care, even
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Qin thl smallest matters, because ¢ somctimes
a little neglect may breed great mischief ;>
adding, ©* for want ofa nail the shoe was
lost ; for want of a shoe the horse was lost;
and for want of a horse the rider was lost ;°”
being overtaken®and glain by the enemy,
gll for waat of care ahout a horse-shoe nail.

< So much forindﬁs(,vy, my friends, and
attention to one’s own business ; but to
these we must add frugality, $f we would
niake our industry more certainly successtul.
A man may, it he knows not how to save as_
he gets, ““keep bis nose all his life to thé
grindstone, and die not worth a groat at
fast.”?e << A fatkitchen makes a lean will,”,
as poor Richard says ; and,
« Mauy estates are spent inthe getling,
Since women for tea, for.ook  spuining and knitting ;
Aud men for punch, forsook hewing and Splitting.”
¢ 1f you would be wealthy,”” says he, %n
another Almanack, ‘ think of saving, as |
well as c¢f getting ; the Indies have not
made Spain rich, because her outgoings are
greater than her incomings.

¢ Away then with your expensive follies,
and you will not have much cause to* com-
plain of hard times, heavy taxes, and charg-
able families ; for, ag poor Dick says,

¢ Women and wine, game and deceit
Make the wealth small, and the waut great®

And fufther, ©“ What maintains onc vice

would bring up two children.”” You may
' B
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think, perhaps, that a litille tea, or q“litt]e‘,,
punch now and then, dict a little more cost-
Iy, clothes a little finer, and a little enter-
toinment now and then, can be no great
matter ; but remember \\imt poor Richard
savs, ¢ Many a littlesinakes a nicikle ;> and
hlr(hcr ““ Beware of little expensés ; a small
leak will sink a great ship ;” and -wam
< Who dainties ]o\c shall beggars prove;’
and morcover, < IFool make feasts, an
wise men cat them.”

¢ IHereyonare all got together at thissalc of
fineries and nicknacks. You callthem g goods ;
but if you do not take care, they will
prove erils to some of you. You expeet they
will be sold cheap, and perbaps they may
forless than they cost 5 but if you have no oc-
easion for them, they mu«t be dearto you,
1 emember what pvor Richard says, < Buy
what thou hast no heed pf and cre long
thou ~hait sell thy necessaries. > And : ngam,
“ Ata great pennywerth, pause awhile.””
e means, that perhaps the cheapness is
appancnt Onl),,and not real; or the bargain,
by straitening thee in thy busmcss may do
hee more h'\rm thun good. For in another
Placc’he says, < Many bave been rained by
buying good pennyworths.””  Again poor
Richard says, <“ 1t is foelish to lay out money
in a purchase of repentance ;> and yet this
folly is practised every day ut auctions, for
want of minding the Almanacle. << VVlsc
men (as poor Dick says) learn by others
harms, fools scarcely by their own ; but hap-
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py afe thev who learn prudence by the mis<
ofortunes of others.” Many a one, for the
sake of finery on the hack have gone with d
hungry belly, and hal( starved their families

¢ silks and sattins, scarletg and  velvets ( da
poor Richard says) put out the kitchea
fire.”” These are not the necessaries of life ;
thoy caa scarcely be, called the coanvenien-
cies; and yet only becanse they look, pretty,
how many want to have them 2 The artifi-
cial wants of mankind thusy Become more
numerous than the natural; and as poor
Dick says, < For onc poor person sthere.
arc a hundred indigent.” By these and
other extravagancies. the genteel are re-
duceddto poverty, and forced to horrow of
those whom they formerly despised, bui
who, through industry and frugality, have
maintained their standing ; in wl.u(‘h Casy
it appears plainly, <A ploughman on hig
legs is hluhor than a® gentleman on s
kucca as poor Richard says. Perhaps
they h.wo had a small estate lett tht‘nx, which
they knew not the getting of'; they think
€ Itis day, and never will bg m«-ht * that
a little to be speat out of so m wh is not
worth heeding s A childand a food (as
poor Richard says) imagine twepty * shid
lmus and twenty years can never be -|)ent ;
bnt always by taking out of the meal-tub,
and never puuuw' n, yOou £0on cotne to tlu,
bottom ; then, as poor ‘Dick says, “*When
the well is dry, they know the worth of
water.”” But this they might have known
betore, if they had taken his advicg ; I
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vou wouid know the value of mom" go
and try to borrow somc; . for he w ho nncq
a borrowing gocs a sorrowing ; and mdeed
so docs he who lends to such people. when
‘he goes to get it again.” Poor Dick farther
advises, and says,

. . ) . .
¢ Fond pride of dreseis cure a very curse.
Ere fancy you consult, cossalt y ‘ur purse.”
° L3

¢ And again,’ ‘“ Pride is as loud a bcm
gar as Want, and great deal more saucy.’
When you havc bnught one line thing,
you naust buy ten more, that vour appear-
ance may be all of a picce; but poar Dick
says, 1t is easier to suppress the fivst de-
sire, than to satisfy all that follow it.} And
it is as truly folly for the poor to ap(r the
rich, as for the {rog to swell in order to e-
qual the OX,

¢ Vessels large may venture more,
Butlittle boats should® keep uear shore.””

<*Tis, however, a folly soon punished;
for *< Prede—that dines on vanity, sups on
contempt,’’ as poor Richard says. And in
another place, “ Pride breakfasted with Plen-
ty, dined with Poyerty, and supped with
Ipfamy.”” And, after all, what use is this
pride of -appearance, for which so much
18 risked, so much suffered ? It cannot pro-
mote health, or ease pdin, it makes no in-
crease of merit in the person; it creatcs
envy ; it hastens misfortunc.

¢ Whal isabutlerfly ; at best

He’s but a caterpillar drest ;
The gaudy fop’s his picture just,”

as poor Richard says. -
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¢ Put what madness must it be (0 run in

Uent for these superltuities ! We are ol't'vrcd
by the terms of this sale six months’ credit;
and that perbaps has induced some of us to.

aftend it, because we cannot spare the ready”
moncy, and hopt to be, fine now without it.
Lht, ah! think what you do when vou run
in debt. You givesto another power aver
vour Jiberty.  If you cahinot,pay at the time,
you will be ashamed to see your creditor:
you will be in fear when yoa speak to him;
you will make poor, pitiful, sneaking excus-
es, and, by degrees, come to lose \om ve
racity, and smk into base downright ! _\mp;;
for, as poor Richardsays, <“ The sccond vice
islying, the first is running in debt.”” And
again, 1o the same purpose,  Lying rides
npon Dobt’s back, whereas a free-bor Eng-
lishiman ought not to be ashamed wor afr: aid
to secor ~pmk to any man living.” Bt
Poverty oflen deprives’ a man of all spirit
and virtue ;5 Itis hard for an empty bag
to stand upright ; as poor Richgrd.tmaly says.

What would you think of that prince, or that
government, who should issne an edict,
forbidding you to dress like a gentleman or
gcnlle\\mn.m on pain ¢ imprisonmght Qr
servitude 2 Would you not say, «that you
were free, have a right to dress as you please
and that such an c«hct waould he a becach
of your privileges, and such a govgrnmment
tyrannical? and yet you are about to pnt
yourself untier that tyrdanny when ven run
m debt for such dress i Youar ereditor has
authority, at his pleasure, to, deprive you of
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your liber l\ by confining you in jail fyr life,
or by sclling you for a servant, if you shoukl
not be able to pay him. When youhave
got your bargain, you may, perhaps, think
Jhitde of payment: but  Creditors (poor
Richard tells us) have bettgr memories than
(lcblnw ;7 and in another place he says,
C lodltm s are a :s‘\l]‘)(‘l\[l“()lls scu, "It‘ut
ohier vers of set days and tnnes T hc day
comes round beYore you are aware, and the
demandis mtade before you are prepared to
satisfy it.  Or if you hear your debt in
“mind, the term which at first scemed so lon; 0
‘\nll, as it lessene, appear extremely slmlt.
Time willseem to have added wings to his
heels as well-as his shoulders. ©© T'hoge have
a short Lent (savs poor Richard) who owe
mouey to he pmd at Llaster.” 'Fhen since,
a¥ hesays, ¢ The Lorrower isaslave to the
lender, and the debtor to the creditor ; dis-
Min the chain, presorve your hvmlum and
maintain vour mdc')cndu;('y : be industrioug
and {rec; be frugal and free. At present,
pcrhdps:")'?m nay thmk yourselves in thriv«
ing circumstances, and thatyou can bear g
Little extiavagance without injury ; but,
. Fm age and want shve while you mly,
No mwuiping sun lasts a whole d.ly,

s poor Richard says, Gain may be tem-
porary and uncertain ; * but ever, while you
kive, CxXpense 1S C(lll\i.i“t and certain : and,
“ lt is casier to build two (hlmn(‘)s, Hmn
w keep one in fuel.” as poor Rifhard says.
So ‘< Rather go to bed supperless than rise
1n debt.¢ .

v
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- waet what you can, and what you get hold,
*Tis the stoue that will turn lead into gold,”

as poor Richard says. And when you have
obtained the philosopher’s stone, surely yous
will no longer copplain of bad times, or the
dxﬂmulty ot paying taxes,

* This doclrme, my» friends, is reasonable
and wisc : hut, after afl, do not depend too
much on your own mduslnv apd frugality,
and prudence, though excelient things ; for
they may be Dlasted without the blessing of
Tleaven; and therefore ask that bldssings
humbly, and be not uncharitable to those
who at present scem to want it, but comfort
and help them. Remember Job sullered
and was afterwards prosperous.

€

And now, to conclude, ‘© Expericnce
keeps a dear school ; but fools will" learn i
no other, and smrcdy in that; foritis tni‘g
e may gn(, adVice but we cannot give
conduct,” as poor Richard says. llowu er,
lemomb(‘r this, *< They thal will“not be
counselled, cannot be helped,”’ as poor Rich-
ard says; and further, *¢ That if you will
not hear Reason, she will surely rap your
knuckles.”

Thugethe old gentleman ended his ha-
ran‘l‘he people heard it, and approved
the doclrine, and illllﬂ(‘didl(,ly practised the
contrary, _]llst as if it had been a common
sermon ; for the auction opened, and they
began to lmy extravagantly, notwithstanding
all his cautions, and their own fear cftaxes.
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1 found *he good man had thoroughly Vitudi-
ed my Almanacks, and digested all 1 had
dropped on those topics, during the course
of tweity-tive years, The frequent men-
tion he made of me must have tived any one
clse ; but my vanity was® wonderfully de-
lizhted withit, thoughl was conscious  thgt
a0t a tenth part of theswisdom was iy own,
which che aseribod "to me, but rather the
gleantags which I had made of the sense
ol allages and nations. Hdwever, 1 resolved
io he the better forthe echo of it ; and thougl
J hed at st determitined to buy stutf ror a
new coat, 1owent away reselved to wear my
old onc a litde longer. Reader, i thou wilt
do the same, thy profit will be as greaias
mine.

. I am, as ever, thine to serve thee,

~ RICIHLARD SAUNDERS.

Dr. Franklin, wishing to collect iu}o one pice all ll_u:
sayings upwn the ghove subjects, which he had ¢ ropped in
thi: course of publishing the Almanack. calied Poor Bich-
ard. mtroduced Lether Abraham fov this parpose. Henee
it s, that Poor RicBard is so often quoted, vaud ‘that in !lxc
present title he is sad to be improved—N otwithstanding
e steoke of humoue in ¢he coucluding paragraph of his
aldiest, Poor Wichard [Saunders] and Father Abrabam

have proved in America, thal they are no commor preach-
ers.  Aud, shall we, brother Englishmeu, refuse good sense
and saving knowledge, because it comes uo&h& ovlher
side of the water ? ¢ .
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Mz. Ricu Arbpson. *
May it please your Lordship, Gentlcm{n of the Jury :—

This isan Information, exhibited by h 1sMa jesty’s A‘Umrnoy
General, against the defendants, JohnIIunt and Leigh Hunis
charging them with having printed and published a sedi-
tious livel. The Defcnd'mts have pleaded that they are
Not Guilty, which you arc to try. ‘

Mr. Aitorney G¢ vrml—-—May it please yonr Lordshi ip,
Gentlemeneof the Jury:—I have thought it incuinbent on me
to prosecute the' Defendangs for’ the publication of the libel
which will be proved before you this day. The tendency of
the libel is to create disaffection in the minds of the soldiers
composing the armies of this country ; to represent to them,
that they are ‘treated with 1mproper and excessive severity,
aq('l to represent to them, what is still more mischicvous,
that the treatment of the French soldiers, under Buonaparté,
and the means used to oblige them to undertake thé military
service in France, are preferable to those which are made
use of in Great Brrtam, towards the soldiers of our army.
The cfict of this'is obvious : it tends to raise a discontent
and disatfection in the minds of the so]dlers themselves ; it
tends {o disincline others from entenng into the service. If
that effect was do be produced, how fatal the consequences
Tirust be to the very existence of the country, it is unnecessary
for me {o state. Gentlemen, as the publishers of this libel
have chosen to select for their subject, or rather for their
motto, that mwhich they suppose me to have said, when I
was addressing a« jury apon a similar occasion, it is neces-
sagy 1 should give you some explanation of the circum-
stances under which that senttnce the Defendants have
chosen for {heir motto, was spoken by me. The words
with which they commence their pubhcatxon are these:
¢ The aggressors were not dealt with as Bubnaparté would
“ have treated his refractory troops.—Speech of the At-
“torney General.” [ inust let you know on what occasion
that observation was made-by me; it became my duty {0
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prosecute a persong®f the name of Wm, Cobbett, for a libel
of the same description as the onc which is now submitted to
your censideration : in that libel Mr. Cobbett had animad- *
verted on the conduct of the military in the Isle of Lly
towards certain persons belonging to the Local Militia, who
were charged with mutiny. e took his account,of the
transaction from a gewspaper pubhshed »in London, and
with that he opened his subjfct : it profgssed to give an ac-
count of the mutiny, an ¥ of the means'ansed to suppress it :
it stated the circumstance of ealling in other wilitary force to
suppress the mutiny ; that it wassuppressed ; that a court-
martial was held on the offenders, and that they were sen-
tenced to receive a punishment, part of which was inflicted,
and part spared, or remitted. Having chosen this for his
subject, the Defendant in that case animadverted with ex-
treme severity on the conduct of those who had undertaleen,
and successfully undertaken, to suppress this mutiny, aad,
to inflict the nccessary degree of punishment on the guilty
partics. A part of the sentcnce was corporal punishment. .
He insulted the people of Ely for suffering such a thiog to
pass in their presence. He gook occasion, and itd€to this,
I'beg your attention,® for itis connected with the present
subject——he took occasion to speak of the manner in which
Buonaparté was supposed to recruit*his army, and he pgas
ceeded to taunt and revite those who reflected on the means
used by Buonaparté, stating that the same discipline existed
with respect to the British soldiers, and that it avas therefore
ridiculous to animadvert on the sevegity ‘exeréised by
Buonaparté towards his soldicrs, when the same system of
discipline and severity was resorted to in this country #%ith
regard to our soldiers—evidently meaning to imsinuate, and
actually stating to the publie, that the means used to recruit
the British artny were as b#d or worse than those used to
recruit the French army. In observing on this libel, and
in observing also, that after the Sentences passed on these
men, who, disregarding all military subordination, had risen
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on {heir officers—after observing upon 1{%se circumstanccs,
and stating that part of the sentence was rfmitted, I supposc
I did say that ¢ The aggressors were not dealt with as Bug-
naparté would have treated his refraciory iroops.” That I
repeat; for I have no doubt they would have been treated
with much greater severity, and that they would not have
escaped with their lives.

Mr. Cobbett havigg been convkted of that libel, tl:c pub-
lishers of the present libel take up'ihe subject; and as Mr.
Cobbett from 3 newspaper toak up an account of a parti-
cular transaction in the Isle of Ely, so these publishers col-
lect from all the newspapers they can find, accounts of the
different punishments in the army, and baving collected
them,«they present them in a mass, aggravating the
manner in which these punishments were inflicted, and cvi-
dently endeavouring, by the modc in which they represent

mtlfem, to inflame the minds of the soldiers against that code
of laws which must be enforced while we have a hope of

.maintaining discipline; to render them disaffected to the
service, and to subject the public to those calamities which
. must foxtaw, if that effect was once produced.

In all countries where it is necessary armies should be
supported, it is absolutely impcrious and indispensable that
they should be govefned by laws not applicable to the
general state of the commumty Ivis fit that obedience
should bc enforced in all stations of lifc: servants
should be cbedient to theis masters, children to their
parents; and in_ all well-ordered socicties there ought
to exist regulations which will enforce those dutics:
if, however, your regulations in thesc instances, should fall
short, the corsequences, though they are sad and painful to
reflect upon, are not fatal to the'public peace; they end in
themselves; although in the purticular family in which the
subordination is destroyed, a corresponding degree of insub-
ordination is produced, gnd much unhappiness ensues. But
with respect to the military part of the community, if once
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which yqu executdthose laws, be found insuflicient to keep
them wighin the d® bounds of obedience to their superiors;
it once they are let loose, I have said before, that it is unne-
cessary to point out the mischiels that must ineyitably
follow, not only as they go to the destruction of the Army
vitself, but as carrying along witle them the downfafl and
destruction of the wh&c Smm' It is, 1 rpffeat, unnecessary
foreme to point out the dgdful COllS(‘(]l[;((‘S of such a ca-
lamity. Gentlemen, I sa this lilel has “the immediate ten-
dency to produce the evils to which I am adverting ; for
what can tend more directly to promote that end, than by
representing to those who must live subject to the military
code of laws, that it is a crucl and oppressige code, and
that it is administered with an unneccssary degree of Crucl{y
and severity 2 Can that be exceeded? Yesit can : while
you havasuch an enemy to deal with as the one you havg,
and while your army is necessarily opposed to that enemy,’
the mischief of such a publication would be greatly in-
creased, if; in addition to aggravating the sypposcd hardshipe
of the British army, they are brought into compansgn with
the system adopted ingthe Frlnch army, and the prcfgrcnce
is given to that of the French army ; and yet this is not
dom, obliquely, but directly and avoyedly, by the libel now
before you.  Having thus pointed out the principles whiste
are applicable to this case, and which I am persuaded will
decide your judgment upon 1t, I shall proceed tostate the
libel itself. 1t begins: “ONg TiousaND lashgs! from the
« Stamford News. The aggressors were not dealt with as
¢ Buonaparté would have treated his refractory trogps.
¢ Speech of the Attorney General.” This I take to bea con-
tinuation of the libcl to which that part ofymy speech was
addresseld. ¢ Corporal Curgis was sentenced to receive one
¢¢ thousand lashes, but, after receiving twohundred, was, on
“¢ his own petition, permitted to volunteer into a regiment
¢ on forcien service,~—William Citfford, a brivate in the 7th

the code of lawvs T have established, and the mode in



¢ one thousand lashes for repeatedly strikyng and kigking his
¢ superior officer. He underwent part ‘of the sentgnce, by
¢ receiving seven hundred and fifty lashes, at Canterbury,
¢ in presence of the whole garrison.—A garrison court-
“ martial has been held on board the Metcalf transport, at
« Spithead, on some men of the 4th regiment of foot, for dis-
« respectful behatjour to their officers. Two thqusand six
*¢ hundred lashcs\'i.‘»ero to be infliinged among them.—Robert
¢ Chilman, a private in the Bgarstead and Malling regiment
< of Local Militia, who was lately tried by a court-martial
¢ for disobedicnce of erders and mutinous and improper be-

 Royal Veteran Battalion, was latelyl%:ntcnced to reccive

-

¢ haviour, while the regiment was embodied, has been found |

¢ guilty of all the charges, and sentenced to receive cight
« hundred lashes, which are to be inflicted on him at Chat-

% bam, to whicl; garrison he is to be marched for that pur-

C: POSC-” N
Then they give you the authority from which they dc-
rive the information— London newspapers.—So that you sce
they have collected from all the London newspapers—and
perhays you are to learn that there are sixty published every
week—all the instances of imilitary- pumshment, and pre-
sented them to the public indignation, in a mass, through
the medium of this libel.—Now to pause for a moment
“Yere—Do you recollect the number of troops in our ser-
vice 2—In the Local Militia there are 180,000. I am not
sure whether the original militia amount to more than
80,000. —If <hey amount to 80,000, that would be 260,000
men, besides all the regulars engaged inourline. Now is it
fair to pick out all the punishments recorded in all the
newspapers you can find, without presenting at the same
time to public. observation the number of persons whe are
subject to the military code ? »ls it the cours: of procecding
that would be followed by a man who had noimproper object
in view? I should say, even on the statement, ‘that it would
not ;—but this is only the introduction to the libel—this is



~hcar how he prffceeds: ¢ The Attorncy Gencral said
¢ what gvas very tfue ; these aggressors have certainly not
“ been dealt with as Buonaparté would have treated his re-
¢ fractory troops.”

Why, in the outset, compare thc treatment of the Brlush
forces with those of Bpronaparté 2° Docs thg writer mean to
desire of (xovemment to aboHsh ‘the Brra military code,
and substitute that of .f uonaparté—tQ- proposc that we
should adopt laws by which anen are dragged from their
families and homes, and obliged against thelr will to enter
the ranks of the army ?  Surely ! surely! if his proposal is
to substitute the code he prefers for our own, I should be
wanting in my duty if I did not darc to stand up tg pro-
secufe the man who had published a paper recommending
such a plan.—Now how does he proceed 2= not as Buona-
¢ parté would have treated his refractory troops-—nor mdcal
¢ as refractory troops would be treated in any civilized cout
“ try whatever, save and except only this country. Here
“ alone,” (he proceeds with the ljbel) ¢ inthis landof liberty,
‘¢ in this age of refinement bx a people who with thy# usaal
“ consistency have beén in the habit of reproaching their
¢ neighbours with the cruelty of their punishments, isstill
¢ jnflicted a specics of torture, at least as &xquisite as an
¢ that ever was devised by the infernal ingenuity of the In-
¢ quisition.” Why, military punishments are severe, most
unquestionably :—but do you ghink that it is the interest of
those to whom the consideration of those pmﬁahmsntb be-
longs, to render them more severe than'is necessary ? s
it not requisite that they should be attended with suffiokent
severily to ensurc immediate and prompt obgdience to the
orders issued to men from their. superiors *-The libel goes
on: “Hc, as she Attorney General, justly says Buonaparté
« does not treat his refractory troops in this manner.” Al
this, you see, is by way of comparison, as tp the manner of

only the theme on Cnch the libeller afterwards discourses



“a man in his ranks whose back is scarked with thelacera-
“ ting cat-o™-nine-tails; bis soldiers hdve never yet been
¢ brought up to vicw one of their comrades stripped naked,
¢ his limbs tied with ropes to a triangular machine—his back
torn to the bone by the merciless cutting whipcord, ap-
« pliéd by persons who relicve each ofher at short intervalsy
¢ that they may Qring the fill unexhausted strength,of a
“ man {o the workf scourgin«?ﬂ}u(mapﬂrlé’s soldicrs have
“ never yet with tingling cars listcned to the piercing screams
“ of 2 human creature s6 tortured—they have neverscen the
¢ blood oozing fromthe rent flesh—they have never bebeld a
* surgeon,with dubious look, pressing the agonizing victim’s
¢ pulse, and.calmly calenlating, to an odd blow, how farsuf-
“ fering may be extended, untjl in its extremity it encroach
¢ .upon life. Inshort, Buonaparté’s soldiers cannot form any
& notion of that most heart-rending of all cxhikitsons on
"¢ ghis side Hell, an English military flogging.” What is the
tendency of all this, but to raise and lift up the Irench
soldier, and to dlcbase and degrade in his own cyes the
English soldier? The writer proceeds—¢ Let it not be
“ sapposed that we intend these renearks to excite a vague
¢ and inliscriminating sentiment against punishment by mi-
¢ litary.Jaw :~no, when it is considered that dicipline forms
™% the soul of an army, without which it would at once dege-
¢ nerate into a mob—when the description of persens which
4 compose, the body of what is called an army, aud the
¢ situation &1 which it is frequently placed, are aloo talen
“ into account, it will,'we are afraid, appear but too cvident
“ghat the military code must still be kept disfinct from
“ the civil, and distinguished by greater promptitude and
¢ severity.  Buonaparté is no favourite of ours, God wot;
““ but if we come to balanee accounts wéth him on this
¢ particular head, lct us sec how matters will stand.”
I beg you to obscrve how this account is stated, and with

treating British soldiers and French traip:. « % There is not
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what extreme fescrgl those acts of severity exercised by Buo-
naparté arc introdfced. ¢ He recruits his ranks by force;.
¢ g0 dg we.”—Putting us upon an equality, as if thesame
degree of force was used to recruit the Army in this coun-
try as in France.— We flog those we have forced ; he does
¢ not. Iut, it may be said, he pynishes them in some man.
*¢¢ ner; that is very true. He imprisons his rgfractory troops,
“ oceasiomally, in chains; gpd, in aggravdted cases, he puts
“them to death ;” lightlypassing over the circumstances of
his putling his refractory troops in chains,sand sometimes
punishing them with death. ¢ But (he proceeds) any of
“¢ these severities is preferable to tyinga human creature up
¢ like a dog, and cutting his flesh to pieces with whipcord.
¢ Who would not go to prison for two years, dr indeed for
¢ almost any term, rather than bear the exquisite, the alinokt
»¢¢ insupportable torment, occasioned by the infliction ofsevd
¢ hundred or a thousand lashes? Death is mercy compared
¢ with such sufferings.” Gentlemen, if there is to be an al-
teration in our military code, it must be by adding to the
number of cases in which death ts inflicted} and if g prp-
pnsal was made for adding to ¢hem, I should like & know,
in what terms of reproach the publishers of this libel would
attack those who supported such a regulation. Then the
writer goes into a statement of the manner in which thigs
punishment is inflicted, which it would be very easy for
him to do, with respect to any species of punishment on
any offender. Hesays: ¢ We giveall credit to the wishes of
‘“ some of our great men ; yet while apy thipg remaiifs to us
¢ in the shape of frec discussion, it is impossible we should
¢ sink into theabject slavery in which the French people &re
¢ plunged. Although we do not envy the geneul condition
¢ of Buonaparté’s subjects, we really (and we spcak the ho-
¢¢ nest convictio® of our hearts) sce nothing peculiarly pitia-
¢ ble in the lot of his soldiers, when compared with that of
“ our own. Were we called upon tp make aur election be-
“twecn theservices, the whipcord would at once decide us.”
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%0 that yq’»u see, striking a balance bésieeur the snpposed
hardships in our army, and those whick' he states helong
fo the French armny, he gives the decided preference to the
condition of the soldiers in the army of the Corsican. Now,
Gentlemen, can you hear this without indignation? Is it
possible for any creature endowed with human reason, not
to sce that the t&x@cy of thig publichtion is to alicnate and
estrange the minds\of the Britisisoldiers from the service,
and to disincline those who have ot entered into the ranks,
but who might be inclined to do so, from entering into such
service? Can any thing be more mischievous than present-
ing to the public a comparison between the condition of a
British and French soldier, and giving the preference to
the'l%litter? You will hear the libel rcad—The whole of it
is, equally oflensive—every linc has the same tendency;
when 'you shall have heard it, Tam snre you will enterfain’
no doubt that its tendency is such as 1 have described it 5
and I am persuaded you will also hear from his lordship,
for it will be his duty to state to you his opinion on the
subjeqt, that this is a most mischicvous and seditious
“libel.

- ¢ .
Henry BarpwiNn BAVeN sworn, and examined by Mr,
' GArRow.

Have you got a certified copy of the aflidavit filed at the

Stam p-office 2
I have. ‘
.Signed by the Commissioners 2
Yes, I have.- ‘
Did you'seg the Commissioners sign it?
Yes, Idid.

M. Lowten.—The affidavit is sworn the Slst of Dec.
1807, by John Hunt and Leigh Hunt.

Have you'got a printed newspaper with the title of
Examiner 2 '
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Does it, in othg respects, conform to the description of
that paper in the'gffidavit 2
* Yes?

Mr. Garrow. —-Yonr lordship knows the act of parlia-
ment makes that suflicient evidence of the publication.

Q. by Lord Ellenborough.—id you purchase it®2

A. No.

JMr. Garrozo.—W e arglonly Tequircé to produce 1.

“Mr.. Brougham.—1 stﬁn that nothing has been proved
respecting Leigh Hunt ; at léast the confornity of the paper
is not proved as far as regards Leigh Hunt—John Hunt is
alone mentioned at the foot of the paper.

M. Lowten.—The affidavit says that John, Hunt jis the
printer. ¢
Lord Ellenborough.—1t is the affidavit of both. .o

Mr. Br uzwham.-—Thtaﬂidavxt, by John Huntand Leigh
Hunt, Iapprehcnd brings home the fact of the property”
being their joint property : but the prosecutor has to prove_
another point; he hasto prove that the paper produced i is
the paper whercof the property is in these two persons. ©

Lord Elicnborough;—W e will read the proviston in tie -
act of parliament.

Myr. Attorncy General.—The 9h section is in. these
words :

38th GEO. III. CAP. 78.

Bec. 9. And be it further enacted, Thateall such affidavits
and affirmations as aforesaid shall be filed and kept in su(.h a
manner as the said Commissioners shall direct, and the same, or
copics thereof, certified to be true copies, as he;elha.ter is men-
tionced, shall, respeetively in all proceedings, civil and criminal,
touching any n@wspaper or otlier such paper as aforesaid, which
shall be mentioned in any such aflidavits or afirmations, er
touching any publication matter or thing contained in any
such newspaper or other paper, be received and admitted as
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conclusive evidence of the truth of all such ymatters set forth in
such affidavits or affirmations as are hereby ry:uircd to be there-
in set forth, against every person who. shall have signed ard
sworn or affirmed such affidavits or affirmations, and shall also
be received and admitted, in like manner, as sufficient evidence
of the fruth of all such matters against all and every person
who shall not ha¥ signed or syorn or affirmed the same, but
who shall be therei'\mentloned to\Qe a proprieter, printer, or
publisher of'such newspaper or. .other paper, unless the contrary
shall be satisfactorily proved’ ’—with a proviso that if any per.
son should have delivared, previous to the publication of the
paper to which the proceedings relate, an affidavit that he had
ceased to be printer, &c. he should not be so deemed after such
delivery.
« This point was cxpressly decided in the case of the
* King against White.—There is a clause that says the pro-
duction ol a paper corresponding with the description in
the affidavit, shall be prima facie evidence. Section 11 states:

* Seer. XL « And be it furth: enacted, that it shall not be ne-
cesspry, after any such affidavit or affirmation, or a certified copy
thereof, shall have been produced in evidence asaforesaid against
“he persons who signed and made such affidavit, or are therein
named according to this uct, or any ofthem,—and after a news-
paper, or other such paper as aforesaid, shall be produced in
evidencr, inttuled in the same manner as the newspaper or
other paper mentfoned in such affidavit or copy is intituled, and
whercin the name or names of the printer and publisher, or
printers and pubhshers, and the plice of printing, shall be the
same as t'ie neme or names of the printer and publisher or
printers and publishers, and the place of prmtn{\g, mentioned in
such affidavit or affirmation, for the plaintiff, informant, or pro-
secutor, or person seeking to recover any of the penaities given
by this act, to prove th#t the newspaper or paper to which
such trial relates, was purchased at any house, shop, oroffice be-
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lenging to or'occyfied by the defendant or defendants, or any
of them, or by I or their servants or workmen, or where he
or they, by themselves or their servants or workmen, usually carry
oun the business of printing or publishing such paper, or where
the same is usually sold.

AMr. Brougham.«-My Qb'ection is, thapthe affidavit states
J vhn and Lgigh Hunt to bc'Hle proprigfors; and the question
arises,. whether the pap'gr produced 1 the paper to which
their affidavit refers 2 The paper only states John Hunt
to be the printer, without any mention of Leigh Hunt.

Mr. Attorney General.—My learned friend loses sight
of that which is the only support we have, I mean the act
of parliament. The act of parliament says, ihat ifa paper
is produced corresponding with the description of* the
paper intended to be published, the production of ﬁnt

paper shall be evidence against the persons who made ‘the
affidavit, that it is their paper.

Lord Ellenborough.—As I understand the act, it ?!Rw,
after the affidavit has been' made, the pubhcay neof a

paper witha corrcslpndmgmtle, prima facie cvidence,—for
it is no more, and is liable to be rebutted,—thay it is pub-
lished by the person who is propriejor. Itisonly pr ima fucie
evidence. You may shew to the contrary. :

Mr. Attorney General.—The point was dccided in the
case of the King against Hart and WV hite.

Lord Ellenborough —What is the act ?

Mr. Garrow.—The 38th Geo. 8d,c. T8.

My. Brougham.—1t is with great reluctance I presg this.
I wish to read two lines further, in order to suggest that
there does appear to be the variance Lehave mentioned :
¢ And be it further enacted, that it shall not be necessary,
after a certified copy, &c.”—(Vide Act.)—Now wec admit
the title is the same. }

Lord Ellenborough.~The printer and publisher are the
sare, though the other person is enrolled as a proprictor.—
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It most literally observes the prescription «f the act of par-
liament.
The publication was read by Br. Lawten. '

¢« ONE THOUSAND LASHES!!”
( From the Stamford Ne:s.)
¢¢ The aggressors were not dealt with as Buonaparté would
¢ have ‘taated his refractory 1roops.”
:l Specch oj"élm Atloracy Geneval,

“ Corpor'\l Cartis was sctenced to receive ONI THOGU-
¢ SAND LASIES bnt, after receiving two kuindred, was,
¢ on his own [‘(‘(lll()l), permitted to volunteer into a re-
¢ aiment on foreign service.— William Clidford, o private
¢ in the 7th Royal Felteran Battalion, was latcly sen-
“ tenced to receive ONE THHOUSAND LASHIES, for
« qepeatedly striking and kicking his superior ollicer.

<4 He underwent part of his sentence by receiviing scven

€ hundred and jifty lashes, at Canterbury, i1a prescace
€ of tlie whole «raruson.— \ Garrison Court Martial has
21 '&”on held on l»o:‘.rrl the Metealf transport, at Spitlcad,
¢ on'seme men of the 4th rorrnn( nt of foot, for !].sl(’-

spectfulbehaviourto theiroflicers. TWO THOUSA NI

¢« SIX 'HUNDRED LARIES were to be inﬂictcd

¢

-

¢ among them.—Rdbert Chillman, a private in the
¢ Bearstead and Mallirg regiment of Local Mititia, who
[13

was lately (ried by a ' Court Martial for disobedicnce of
¢ orders, aud mutinous @l improper behaviour while
¢ the vegimtnt was emboilied, has been found guilty of
all the ch'u'frcs, and senteneed to receive EIGUHT
¢ HUNDRED LASIFES, which are to be inflicted on
€ him at Chatham, to which garrison heis to be marched
for that purpose.— London Newspapers.
. -

¢ The Attorney-General said what was very true ;—
these aggressors have certainly not heen dealt with as Buo-
naparté “would have treated his refractory troops; nor

indeed as refractory troops would be treated in any civi-

[}

[
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€ lized coﬁntr;( whatever, save and except only this

¢ country. (I'fre alone, in this land of liberty, in this ag

& of ¥efinenteat—by, a people who, with their nsual con-

¢ sistency, bave been in the habit of reproaching their
¢ ncighbours with the cruclty of their punishment,—is still
[43

inflicted a species of torture, at least as exquisite as any
¢ that was ever devised by’lhc iufbru:;l(’lgenuit y of the In-
‘.‘ ‘quiskion, No, as flec Attorneyglicneral justly says,
¢ Buonamirté does nok treat his reftactory tsoops in this
¢ manner ; there is not a‘’man {n his rartks whose back is
seained with the lacerating cat-o’snine-tails 5 Aés soldiers
have never yet been brought up to view oue of their
comrades stripped naked,—his limbs tied with ropes to
a triangular machine,~his back torn to the bone’ by the
merciless cutling whipcord, app'icd by prrsons who ree
licve cach other at short incervals, that they may bring
the Tull unexbausted sirength of a man to the work eof
scourging. Buonaparté’s soldiers have never yet with
¢ tingling cars listened to the piercing screaras of a hymr™
¢ creature so tortured: they have never seen b blood
¢ oozing from his rent flgsh ;—they have never bekeld 2 o
surgeon, with dubious look, pressing the agonized
victim’s pulse, and calmly calculating, go an odd™blow,
how far suffering may be exteud‘cd, until in its extreraigp
it encroach upon life. Ia shert, Buonaparté’s soldiers
cannot form any notion of that most hcart-rending of
all exhibitions on this side Hell,—ar Eg8lish Military
Flogging.
¢ Let it not be supposed that we intend these remarks to
excite a vague and *indiscriminating sentiment aéainst
punishment by military law:—nos when it is con-
sidered that discipline forms the soul of an army, without
which it Would at once "degenerate into a mob ;—when
the description of persons which compose the bedy of
what is called an army, and the sifuati8ns in which it is
§¢ frequently placed, are‘also taken into account, it will, we
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are afraid, appear but too evident, that‘)he military code
must still be kept distinct from the civil, g1d distinguished
by greater promptitude and severity. Buonaparté is ne
favourite of ours, God wot—but if we come to balance
accounts with him on this particular head, Ict us sce how
mattérs will stand. He xgcruits his ranks by force—so do
we. We flog thgse whom Ve, have forced—%e does not.
It may be said h&umshes them in some manne: ; that
is very trae. He‘imprisons his refractory troops—occa-
sionally in chains—and, in agirravated cases, he puts them
to dcath. But any of these severitics is preferable to
{ying a human creaturc up like a dog, and cutting his
flesh to pieces with whipcord. "'Who would not go to
pnson for two years, or indeed for almost any term,
rather than bear the exquisite, the almost insupportable
}ormcnt, occasioned by the infliction of seven hundred or
a thousand lashes 2 Death is mercy compared with such
sufferings. Besides, what is 2 man good for after he has

“v~dhe cat-o’-nine-tails across his back? Can he ever again
¢« h;ft.\u'\ bis head among his fellows 2 One of the poor
-«¢.viretchés executed at Lingeln last_Friday, is stated to

({3
«

have been severely punished in some regiment. The pro-
baT)xhty is, that to this odious, ignominious flogging, may

@i traced his sad end and it cannot be doubted that he

[{3
[
[
13
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[43
«
{3
¢«
<«
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found the gallows less cruel than the halberts.  Surely,
then, the Attorney-General ought not to stroke his chin
with such ‘complacency, when he refers to the manner in
which Buonaparté treats his soldiers. 'We despise and
dctest those who would tell us that there is as much li-
berty now enJoyed in France~as there is left in this
country. ‘We give all credit to the wishes of some of
our great men; yet while any thing remains to us in the
shupc of free discussion, it is impossible that we should
sirk into the abject slavery in which the French people
are plunged. ‘But although we do not envy the gencral
condition of Buonaparté’s subjects, we really (and we



¢ (and we speak the honest convictiorl of our hearts) sec
¢ nothing peculiffly pitiable in the lot-of his soldicrs when
“ compared witl(ﬂmt of our own. . Were we called upon
% {o make our clectign between the services, the whipcord
¢ would at once decide us.  No advantage whatever can
¢ compensale for, or render tolerable to a mind but oue
¢ degree removed from brutality, a liability to beslashed
¢ like a beast. Tt i®idle to falk about rgpflering the situa-
¢_tlon of¥a Bitish soldier, .pfeasant to lj:self or desirable,
<" far Joss hor: ourable, in ihe estimation bf othersy while the
¢ whip is held over his head—ang over his*head alone, for
¢ in no other country in Europe (with the exception, per-
¢ haps, of Russia, which is yet in a state of barbarity) is
¢ the military character so degraded. We once heard of
¢ an army of slaves, which had bravely withstodd the
¢ swords of their masters, being defeated and disporscd by
¢ the bare shaking of the instrument of flagellation in théir
“ faces.” This brought so forcibly to their minds théie
¢ former state of servntude and disgrace, that every ho-
¢ nourable impulse at once forsook their bosoms, and t
¢ betook themselves to flight md to howling. We
¢ tain no anxicty about the,gharacter of our cosntrymen
“ in Portugal, when we contemplate their meeting the
¢ bayonets of Massena’s troops,—-but we must own {¥t we
¢ should tremble for the result, weré the Freach Generalged
¢ dispatch against them a few hyndred drummers, each
¢ brandishing a cat-o-nine-tails.”

M. Attorney General.—There is an allegation that the
7th Royal { Veteran Battalion is a hattalian in "the Army of
our Lord the King. I can call any one to prove it.

-~

o~ o

Mr. ArexandEr Mackav examingd*by Mr.
. Ricaarbpson.
[ ]

I believe you arc a clerk in the War-Office ?
I am.



ence uselr, uniess 1t's passed n e eyes of the world ; and
to carc but little what they do, so they lis only stared at,
‘or talked of. It furnishes somewhat of fexcuse too, that
the public itsclf is insatiable in its thirst for slindery;
swallows it with indiscriminate avidity ; and, liberal at least
in its patronage of this specics of merit, largely rewards
those whom it s¢nds forth to pander for those d('pravvd aps
petites. -But, inwwhatever way ansuw;, or however p.nl-
liated, the fact of the abuse of the press is certain,® and'the
consequences are fatal to the pressitself; for, the licentious-
ness of which [ complain has been the means of Calienating:
the minds of thosc who had ever stood forward as its fastest
friends and its firmest defenders ; it has led them (o doubt
the uscs of that which they have seen so perverted and
abpsed. It has made them, instead of Llessing ¢ the useful
¢ light” of that great source of improvement, see in it
only an instrument of real mischicef, or doubtful good :—
and when they find, that instead of being kept puve, for'the
instruction of the world—instead of being confined to gnes-
Ong the condpct of men in high situations, canvassing
publie® measures, and discussing  great general questions of
policy ; “when they find thaty instead pf such, its legitimate
sbjects, this incstimable blessing has been made subservient
to the purposa of secget malice, perverted to the torture of
private feclings,and the ruin of individual reputation—those
tnen bave at last comer to view it, if not with hostility, at
least with d‘nubtful friendship, and relaxed zeal for its privie
leges. ¢ It isno small aggravation of this prejudice that the
Dcﬁen(lan(s came‘into Court to answer this charge after other
libels of amore general description have been published and
prosceuted ;_afier those, to which the Attorney General has
so forcibly olluded in the opening of this case, had so
lately been brought before thg Court, and the authors and
circulators convicted. At first sight, and upon merely
stating the bllb'] ect of this publication, it is but natural for.
you to imagine that there is some similarity between other
cases and the pregent one; and that a publication on the



seneral snbwct of military punishmeng (wnicn 1s we oniy
point of resembyince) belongs to the same class of llbeh
with those so angiously alluded to by my learned friend,—

with *those particularly for which Mr. Cobbett, and pro-
bably some others, are suffering the sentence of the law.
The Attorney General did not pat these circumstances in
the back ground; he was agxious to draw a pagallel be-
tween this case, atd thg gase of Mr. Oobbett = it will be
winccedary, for me to, m¥)\v this comparxson ; all I shall
ay in -the outset is, that 1 conhdcnt]y predicty I shall not
proceed far before 1 shall have gonvincedsyou, gentlemen,
that light is not more different from (darkness than the pub-
lication set forth in this record is different from all, and
cach, of the foriner publications brought before the Court
by the Attorncy Generad for conviction, dnd naw again
brought forward for arcument. The consequence of all
these prepossessions, in whatever way arising, is, [ witl mot
say fatal, but extiemely hurtful to these Defendants.® oIt
places them in a torrent of prejudice, in which they would
in vain have aftempted, and I should not have CW‘_.
thema to stend, had they noé rested on®the firm fogfing of
the merits of their individpal case, and the conéidengg that
his Lordship and you will cheerfully stretch forth an help-
ing arm in the only way in which you can help them ; in
the only way in which they ask your aid ;—that youwill
do strict justice between the Crown and them, by entering
into an examination of their single individual case.  Gen-
tlemen, you have to try whdhcr the p‘xrtlcnlal publication,
set forth in this Record, has manifestly, upon ik bare ap-
pearance of it, been composed and published with the evil
intention and with the purpose and hurtful tendeftcy al-
ledged in the Information. If their 1nten't|on has appa-
rently been good ; or, whether laudable” or not, if it has
been mnoccm, and not bfameworthy ; then, whatever you
may think of the opinions coutained in the work—even
though you may think them utferly false and unfounded—
in whatever light vou may view it critically as a picee of



composition—tinoug}. you may consider the language as
. much too weak or as far too strong for the yccasion—still if
you are convinced therc is nothing blameaple in the inten-
tion which appears to have actuated the author and’pub-
lisher—(for I will take the question on the footing that the
author himself is before you—though the evidence, on the
face of it, bears me out in distinctly asserting that these
Defendants. did ot write this gticle, ‘but copied it from
another work whic the_y partitplarly specify)—jet, in
order to argye the question more freely, I will suppose it is
the case of the criginal compostr, which you are now to
try, (and I am sure my learned friend cannot desire me to
meet him on higher or fairer ‘ground)—I say then, that
IF YOU ARE NOT CONVINCED — IF UPON READING THE
COMPOSISION ATTENTIVELY YOU, ARE NOT, EVERY ONE
OF YOU, FULLY AND THOROUGHLY CONVINCED, THAT
THE* AUTHOR HAD A BLAMEABLE, a most guilly intention
IN ,WRITING IT, AND THAT HE WROTE 1T FOR A WICKED
PURPOSE, .YOU MUST ACQUIT THOSE DEFENDANTS WHO
pBLIsHED 1T, This, Gentlemen, is the particular
questlai‘ you have to’ try ;—but I will not disguise from you,
that you are now trying a more general and important ques-
"tion than tlns You are now to determine, whether an
Englistaan” still enjoys the privilege of freely discussing
pwblic measur es—whether an Englishman still posscsses the
privilege of impeaching, (for if he has a right to discuss,
he has a right to espouse whichever side his sentiments lead
him to adopt,and may speak or write against, as well as
for)—~whether he hag still a right to impeach, not one indi-
vidual character, not one or two public men, not a single
error iit policy, not any particular abuse of an established
system ? I do net deny that he has the right to do all this,
and more than this ; but it is not necessary for me now to
maintain it—But the question for jou to try is— W hether an
Englishman shall any longer have the power of making
comments on a sysizm of policy, of discussing a general, I
had nlmost said an abstract political proposition—of com-



municating {o his countrymen his opinﬁon upon the merits,
not of a particular measure, or even a line of conduct pur-
sued by this or ghat administration, (though no man ever
dreamt of denying him this also,) but of a general system
of policy, which it has pleased the government to adopt at
all times :—Whether a person, devoted to the mtemts of
his country, warm Jn his att#thment tojts cause, vehe-
mently 1mpelled by a lOVL}KltS happinegs and glory, has a
;oht to’endeavour by his%wn individyal cxertxons to make
that perfcct which he sb greatly admires, by pointing out
those little defects in its constitutidn, which are the only spots
whereupon his partial eyes can rest *for blame :— W hether
an Englishman, anxious for the honour and renown of the
Army, and deeply fecling how much the safety of his coun-
try depends on the perfection of its military system, hasa
right to endeavour to promote the good of the service, by
shewing swherein the present system is detrimental to it; &
marking out for correction those imperfections which bear,
indeed, no proportion to the general excellence of the esta-
blishment, those flaws which he is convinced alone py#ent
it from attaining absolute perfectlon :—Whether a erSon,
anxious for the welfage of tht*individual soldier, mtnmdﬂy
persuaded that on the feclings and the fionour of #he gpldier
depend the honour and glory of our armse sensible that
upon those feelings and that honour hinges the safety of fhe
country at all times, but never $o closely as at present—
whether, imbued with such sentiments, and urged by these
motives, a man has not a right to make bis opinions as
public as is; necessary to give them effect :—W hether he may
not innocently, nay laudably, seek to make converts te his
own views, by giving them publicity, and endeavour to
realize his wishes for the good of the state, @nd the honour
of its arms, by proving, in the face of his fellow-citizens, the
truth of the doctrines to which he is conscientiously at-
tached. These. Gentlemen. are the mmsﬁol}s put to you by



this Record ; and ydur verdict, when it shall be,entered upon
it, will decide such questions as these.

Gentlemen, itis, 1 am persu'ldul known to all of you,
that for many years past, the anxious-attention of the Go-
vernment of this country has been directed (at times, indeed,
to the exclusion of aH other considerations) to the improve-
ment of our Military Estallishment. .lt would be endless,
and it would be‘unm'ccssar_)’ ‘for me to enter into the
various projecty fore its impro )bment, which frém time
{o time [Kave been entertained®* by our rulers, and
adopted or rejected by ¢ the lcglslaturc : it is enough
that I should state, it one short sentence, that all those
plans  have had common objects—— to protect and
benefit, the private soldier, to encourage the recruiting
of the ‘Army, and to improve the character of those who
compose it, by bettering the condition of the soldier him-
s-vU' In the prosecution of these grand leading objects, va-
rious plans have been suggested by different statesmen of
rreat namie ; plans which I need not particularize, but te
sﬁ\)’f which, in,so far as they relate to the present Infor-
matioM it is necessary that 1 should direct your attention.
Ofie of the chief means suggested for jmproving the condi-
tion,of the soldier, s shortening the duration of his service ;
and upon thatsmportant subject it is unnecessary for me to
ust words of my own, when I have, in a publication which
is before the world, and { dare say has been before you, (at
leagt you cannot be unacquamtul with the name and the
fame ofghe .mihor,) that which better expresses my senti-
ments than any language 1 could usc myself. 'The argu-
mends are so forcibly stated, and the subject is altogether
placed in so lpminous a point of View, that it is better for
me to give them in the words of the respectable writer, the
gallant officer I have alluded ta. It is Sir Rgpert Wilson,*

* This distinguished officer sat on the bench, near his Lord.
ship, during the Whole of the trial.
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Gentlemen, ,whose presence here as *a Witness, should it be

necessary to call him, prevents me from saying, so strongly

as I could wisk, what in. common with every one I daq

fnost §inccrely feel—that there is not, among all the brave

men of whom the corps of officers in the British Army is

composed, one to whom the country, considering his rank

and the time of }n.s service, # more mt}ebted-—&ne who

has more distinguished lgjifself by hiseenthusiastic, I had

almost %aid* romantic, 4ve of the servige—one who has

shewn himself a more détermined, I may really%ay personal

enemy of the Ruler of France, ot a faster friend to the cause

and the person of his own Sovereign, und of his royal allics.*

—This gallant officer, in the year 1794, published a Tsact

¢ On the mcans of improving and re-organjzing the Mili-

¢ tary Force of this Empire.”—It was addressed to Mr.

Pitt, then minister of the country, and whose attentign, as

well ag that of the author, was at that time directed to

whatever was likely {o improve our military system—to &-

courage the obedience, and exalt the character of the sol-
dier alrcady in the Army, and to promgqte the recruiti=&of"
it from among those who had not yet entered intm%{; ser-

vice. He mentions s greatevaricty of circumstances wiich’
deter men from enlisting, and render those whodlo enter of
less value to the profession. Among othersehe mengions the

term—the duration of their service. He says, in languhge®,
powerful indeed, and strong, bwt any thing rather than

libellous :—*¢ 1t is stranoe that in a free country, a cus-

¢ tom so repugnant to freedom, as enlisting’ for llfe, and

¢ to the particular character of the Beitish Constltutxou,

‘ should ever Lave been introduced; but more singular

* Sir Robegt Wilson is Aid-de-camp to the King : he obtain-
ed the Order of Maria Theresa for saving the l‘mperor s life in
1792 ; and his book against Buonaparté s well known.

E
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that the practice blivuld have been continaed afler every
other nation in Europe had @bandoned it as impolitic, and
as loo scvere an tmposition wupon the svbject.”—<¢ If in
those countries (he procceds) where-the inferior or ders of
society are born in vassalage, and where the will of the
sovereign is immediate law, this power has been relin-
quished, in order to incline men voluntarily to enlist,
surely theres suonu' prcsuntphve evidence that the fre-
ncral intercsts, of the service tne improved,, inftead of
being injced by “this more liberul consideration.” He

then goes on to illustrate the samo topic in terms still more
expressive of the warm¢h of his feelings upon so interesting
a question: ¢“ The independence of an Englishman,” says
he, “ natyrally recoils at the prospect of bonduge, which
¢ graddally produces discontent *against the bent even of

13

inclination. ¢ How many men,” he adds, in still

more * glowing expressions—but which I am far from blaming
—<or I should bave held him cheap indeed, if, instead of
_giving vent to his sentiments in this free and appropriate

were. hawing out a regimental return
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r, he had oftered them as coldly and dryly as if he
“ How many
nen are there, who have aow not, the faintest wish to
leave their own estates, even for a journey into another
coﬁ'ﬁty, but who, if pestrained by any cdict from quit-
ting England, would find this island too =arrow to con-
tain them, would draw their breath convulsively as if they
craved free air, and feel all the mental anguish of a pri-
soner in a'(ungeon? ‘What is the inference to be now
fairly drawn from the perseverance in the system of en-
listing for lifc 2. Is it not that the British sertice is so ob-
norious and litlle conciliating, that, if the permission
to retirc were ;accorded, the ranks would be altogether
abandoned, aml the skclclon only remain, as an eternal
and mournful monument of the wr etchedness of a soldier’s
condition #—Is it not a declaration to the world, that the
sercice is so uhgratefuf to the feelings of the soldiery,




27

# that whe¥ once the unfortunate viclim is entrapped, it is
‘¢ necessary to sccure his allegiance by a perpetual state of
« confinement 2" —He then advances in the course of hil
inquiry to another topic; and in language as strong—as
cxpressive of his honest feelings—and therefore as appro-
priate and praise-worthy—he talks ‘of the servige in the
AWest-India [slands, and.eycn goes so fm'-as to wish those
co?omcs were abandoned. I am not dxqposed to follow him
in this- oplmon—l C'mnot go so farie—BGod forbid I
should blame him for hotding lt——or tha, for making this
opinion public, I shonld accuse him of having written a
libel on that service, of which he is at once the dlstmgulshcd
ornament and zealous friend.—It might bear perbaps an
insinuation that such a tqpic was inflammatéry—tbat it had
a tendency to excite discontent among the soldiers—aml to
deter men from entering inlo the service. But far from dm-
puting’ that to the gallant officer, 1 respect him the mygre
for publishing a bold and downright opinion—for express-
ing his feelings strongly—it is the best proof he felt kce;)y

He proposcs no less than that the WestsIndia Isl'mg?should
be given up, in order to improve our means of.defencc at
home. He says, ‘@1t is, however, to be hoped, that the
¢ day is not remote, when our Colonies shall cease to be
¢¢ such a claim upon the active pppulation of this® country ;
¢ that charnel-house must be closed for ever agamst the
«¢ British troops. The soldier who dies in the field is
¢ wrapped in the mantle of henour, and the pall of «glory
is extended over his relatives ; but in a Swarfiwe against
climate, the energy of the man is destro;cd before life
is extinguished ; he wastes into an inglorious grave, and
the calamitous termination of his existenac offers no cheer-
*¢ ing recollection to relieve the afliction %f his loss.”—Did
Sir Robert #V ilson mean to excite the brave and ill-futed re-
giments to mutiny and revolt who were already enclosed in
those charnel-houses >—or did he inean to deter person:
from enlisting in those regiments, who might otherwis
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have been inclined 18 Soin them ? Did he mean to address
any of the regimenfs under actual ordcrs for the West-
India service, and to excite revolt among Chem—by {elling
every onc who read the passage I have cited, that
which it so forcibly puts to all soldiers under such orders—
¢ Whither are you going >—You are rushing into a char-
¢ nel-house !, JFar be it frtbm me to ippute such motives
—it is unposmblc“’ The wordsy1 have read are ut(teu*d, in
the dlSCllelOﬂ £ a general qucsﬁon ; a question on which
he speaks warmly, because he fegls strongty. And pursuing
the same course of reasoning in the same cxpressive style,
he comes to another dnd an important part, both of his
argament and of the question in which we are now engaged.
“In considering the nature of the tenure by which a soldier
wears his sword ;—in considering that honour is to hiwm
what our all is to every body else—he vicws scveral parts
of our military system as clashing in some sort with the
rcspcct due to a soldier’s charactcr—nnd fired with a subject
so near his heart, he at once .enters into the question of
nuMwy punishments—paints in language not at all weaker
nor less“elgquent than that of the publication before you,—
in fanguage that does him the Highest konour, the evils that
result fronrthe system of flogging, as practised in our Army.
He says, ¢ The secondy and cqually strong check to the
"¢ Pecruiting of the Army, is the frequency of corporal pu-
 nishment.” Proceeding to enlarge on this most intcrest-
ing point, in,the coursc of hig observations he uses such ex-
presuons,as tifese : ——Aftcr judiciously telling us, that ¢ it
¢ is in vain to expcct a radical reform, until the principle
¢ of, the practice is combated by argument, and all its exil
“ conscquences exposed by rcasoning,” he adds this asser-
tion, for which évery one must give him credit :—¢¢ Be this
“ however as it may, I feel convinced thatd have no ob-
¢ ject but the good of the service.”—He says, that ¢ Sir
“ Ralph Abercrombic was also an encmy to corporal pu-
¢ pishments for light offences : his noble and worthy suc-
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< cessor, whdse judgment must have great influence; Lord
¢ Moxra,—-—(nncml Suncoc—-and almost every General Of-
¢ ficer,in the AemY, express the same aversion continually ;}—
< But they y haze no power of interference.”——Of that in-
terference then he thinks there is no_prospect, unless by
reason and argument, and by ficely discussing the dpinions
of the country and the ]cup]iture—-a proposion to which
all of usgmust readily assegf. = And be thus pursucs :—¢ I
“ feel convinced that I fave no object blxt"lTEgood of the
“ service, and, consequentl, to promote tht Commander in
¢ Chief’s views, and that my feelings are solely influcnced
“ by love of humanily, a grateful sense of duty to brque
*“ men, and not by a false ambition of acqumng popu-
¢ larity”—A motive whigh I am sure no one will ampute
to him.—“If (he adds) 1 did not think the subject of the
“ most essential importance, no motive should induce lpe
to bring it forward,—if I was not aware that, howevér
cager the Commander-in-Chief’ was to interpose his au-
thority, the correction of the abuse does not altogether
depend upon his relo, and cannot, with’ due regard.{o.the
peculiar circumstances of his situation, be refuired to
emanate abruptly from him. My appeal is made to the
Officers of the Army and Militia, for there muct“be no
marked discrimination belween thése two scrvices, notwith-
standing there may be great diifgrence in their different
modes of treating the $oldiery. I shall sedulously avoid
all personal allusions—{he object in view s of greater
maguitude than the accusation of individual maléfactors ;
I'shall not enter into particulars of that excess of punish-
ment, which has in magy instances been attended zith the
most fatal consequences.—I wiLL NoT,BY QuOTING
EXAMPLES, REPRESENT A PICTURE IN TOO FRIGHTFUL
€ A COLOURPNG FOR PATIRNT EXAMINATION.” Hethen
says, ¢ The present age is a remarkable epoch in the his<
« tory of the world ;—civilization is diily making the
¢ most rapid progress, and humanity is trinmphing hourly
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¥ over the last enemies of mankind : bnt whilst the Afri-
' ean excites the compassion of the nation, and engages
i¢ the attention of the British Legislaturd, the Byitisk sql-
¢ dier, their fellow countryman, the gnllant faithful pro-
¢ tector of their liberties, and champion of their honour,
¢ is a'azly exposed to suffer under the abuse of that power
¢ with whiclt ;gngranceora bad disposition may be armed.”

—*¢ There is no mode of pu’qxshment so disgraceful as
« floggings ana mmc more inconsistent with the military
¢ character, which should be esteemed as the essence of
¢ honour and the prigle of manhood : but when what should
‘¢ be used but i very extreme cascs, as the ultimum suppli-
¢ cium, producing the moral death of the criminal, be-
¢ comhes the common penalty  for offences in which there
¢ 'is no moral turpitude, or but a petty violation of martial
¢ Taw, the evi] requires scrious attention.”——Here he ap-
péals with a proud and exulting recollection to thé practice
of the regiment in which he had begun his military life.
— Educated,” says he, ¢ in the 15th Light Dragoons,
¢¢ T \as early instructed to xespect the Soldicr : that was a
“ cqrps +before which the triangles were never planted ;”
meamno the triangles ag'unst which“men arc tied up when
they”™ '.ecewe the punishment of flogging. ¢ There,” he
. agds, in the same language of glowing satisfaction, con-
trasting the character of his favourite corps with that dec-
basement which the system of flogging else where engenders—

—¢ Tltere;’ he exclaims,—~-¢ gach man felt an individual
¢ spirkt of mdependence walked erect, as if conscious of
¢ his valueasa man and a soldier—where affection for
.4 his officer, and pride in his corps, were so blended, that
“ duty became a satisfactory employment, and to acquire
“ for each new distinction, the chief object of their wishes.
“ With such men every entérprize was toe be attempted,
¢ which could be exccuted by courage and devotion, and
.+¢ there was a setisfaction in commanding them which could
¢ never have been derived from-a system of severity.” He
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proceeds, ¢ There is no maxim more'inle than that creelty
¢ is generated in cowardice, and that humanity is insepa~
¢ mble from courage. The- ingenuity of officers should bé
“*exercised to devise d mode of mitigating the punishment,
¢ and yet maintaining discipline. If the heart be well dis-
¢ poscd, a thousand diﬁ'(,rent methods’ of treating gffences
¢ will suggest themsglves ; but‘to prescribappsitive penal-
¢ tigs for breaches of duty ;s {mpossible, since no two cases
“.are ever e&actly alike.” Unfortunafelyyuggany officefs
¢ will not give themselvés the trouble to cogsider how they
¢ can be merciful; and if a retrn was published of all
 regimental punishments within the last two years, the
number would be as much a subject of astonishment Us
regret.—1 knew a Colonel of Irish Militia, kappily now
dead, who flogged in ont day seventy of his men, and I
believe punished several more the next morning; but,
notwithstanding this extensive correction, the regimeng
was by no means improved. Corporal punishmenis
never yet reformed a corps; but they have TOoTALLY
¢ RUINED MANY A MAN WHO WOULD HAVE rnovnn
¢ YNDER MILDER TREATMENT A MERITORIOUS Smesn.
% They break the spisit with6dt amending the disposition ;
¢ whilst the lash strips the back, despm’r writhes Pougd she
¢ heart, and the miserable culprit, viswing himself ase Meﬂ
“ below the rank of his fetow speczes, can no longer attempt
“ the recovery of his station in sdeiety. Can the brave
“ man, and he endowed with any generosity, of feeling,
s¢ forget the mortifying vile condition in which *he was er-
« posed? Does not therefore the “cat-o’-nine-tails defeat
¢ the chief object of pumsbment, and is not a mode of pu-
“ nishment too severe, which for ever degrudes.and reriders
¢ ghject 2 Instead of upholding the character of the sol-
¢ dier, as entitled to the respect of the community, this
¢ system renders him dcspicable in his own eyes, and the
¢ object of opprobrium in the state, or of mortifying
¢ commiscration.”—He i now about to “touch upon a
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topic which I adnfit'to be of some delicacy.« It is one of
the topics introduced into the composition before you :—but
a man of principle and courage, who fecls that he has a -
grave duty to perform, will not shrink from it, evenif it be
ofa delicate nature, through the fear of having motives
imputed to him by* which he was never actuated, or lest
some foolish persons may drcuse him ,of acting with views .
which never swayed him. Av(:ordm«rl y Sir Robc:\t Wilson
is not dcterrq}. frqra the perforrmmcc of hisduty by such
childish apprcbcnsnous and, Jhaving gone through all his
remarks, of which I have‘read only a small part, and having
eloquently, feclingly, and most forcibly summed it up in
the passage I have just quoted, he says: “It isa melancholy
¢ tryth, that punishments have considerable augmented

«_—that ignorant and fatal notions of disciplinc have been
s ,mtroduccd into the service, subduing all the amiable
¢ cmotions of human nature. Gentlemen who justly boast
% the most liberal cducation in the world, have fawilia-
¢ rized themselves to a degree of panishment whick charac-
® terizes NO OTIRER NAT ION v Evrort.”—%Jingland,” (he
adids, pursuing the same comparative argument on which
0 fauch had this day beent ssaid)—£¢ I'n(rldud should not
¢¢ be the last nation to adopt huinane 1mprovvnwuts ;7 and
then,.commtr to the very point of comparison which has
Betii it by the Attorney General as the most offensive,
Sir R. Wilson says :* ¢ 'RANCE ALLOWS OF FLOGGING
“ ONLY IN HER MAlm\h for men confined together on
« board ship require a peculiar discipline, and thc punish-
“ ment s very Uifferent from military severity.  The Ger-
¢ mans make great criminals run the gauntlet;” thus il-
lustratlng the principle that i mo counlry, save and ex-
cept Lngland alone, to use the words of thosc De-
fendants) is this mode of  punishment Dy flogging a-
dopted.

Gentlemen, it is pot from the writings of this gallant
officer alone that I can ‘preduce similar passages, though,
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perhaps, in hone couild I find languagé so admirable and se
strong as his. I shall trouble you, however, with no more
Jefergqnces, exceﬁtmg to an able publication of another oft
ficer, who is an ornament to his profession, and whose
name, I dare to say, is well known amongst you, I mean
Brigadier-General Stewart, of the 95ih regiment ;,the bro-
ther of my Lord Galloway., “This work was written while
the plags, which I have alrefdy mentioned, werein agltatlon
for the improvement of the Army ; and !ha.pbject of it is
the same with that of Sir sR. Wllson—to shew the defects
of the present system, and to point out the proper remedies.
¢ Without (he begins) a radical ch(mge in our present
< military system, Britain will ceriainly not long (‘.on-
¢¢ tinuc to be either formidable abroad, or scture atohome
This radical change in our system is merely that which
I bave already detailed. He says, after laying down
some general remazks, ¢ If this view of the subject be epr-
¢ rect, how will the several parts of our present military
¢ system be reconciled to common sense, or to any insights
€ into men and things £” He then mentions the chief
defects in the system, such as perpetuity of servige, ana the
frequency of corpord punishments ; and in dlscnssmcr the
latter subject, he says, ¢ No circamstance can nfarka avant
¢ of just discrimination more thar the very gengil Iecur-
¢ rence, in any stage of society, to that description of pu-:
¢ nishment which, among the same class of men, and with
¢ the alteration of the profession alone, bears a stamp of
*¢infamy in the estimate of every man. —Thé frequent in-
% fliction of corporal punishment in our armies tends
¢ strongly to debase the yninds and destroy the high spirit
¢ of the soldiery. It renders a system of inercasing rigour
¢ necessary ; it deprives discipline of lLbnour, and de-
¢ stroys the subordination of the heart, which can alone
““ add voluntary zeal to the cold obligations of duty.
¢ Soldiers of naturally correct jminds, having been once
¢ punished corporally, generally become negligent and
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¢ unworthy of any éon’ﬁdence. Discipline requifes the inter-
¢¢ vention of strong acts to maintain it, and to impress it
“ on vulgar minds: punishment may be® formidable, but
¢ must notbe familiar : generosily or solemnn severity must
¢ at times be equally recurred to: pardon or death have
46 been resorted to with equal success ; but the perpetual re-
¢¢ currence-to =te ngﬂzctzon of.m amy on a soldier by the
¢ punishment of ﬂoggwg, is olle of the most mistakep modes
“ for enforei=g*diseipline which cip be conceived.”—And
then, alluding to‘ the same delicate topic of comparison,
which, somehow or other, it docs appear no man can write
on this subject without introducing,—I mean the compa-
rative state of the Enemy’s discipline, and our own,—he
says : '# In the French army a soldier is often shot,
¢ b'ul he rarely receives corporal punishment ; and in no
‘other service is discipline preserved on truer principles.”
thtlemen, I like not the custom, which is too prevalent
with some men, of being over-prone to praise the Enemy—
ofhaving no eyes for the merits and advantages of their own
country, and only Teeling gratified when they can find food
for censurz at home; while abrm.d all is praise-worthy and
perfect.—I love not this propensnty to ‘make such a com-
parisor; however, it is sometimes absolutely necessary,
thqugh it may always bd liable to abuse :—but in an officer
like General Stewart or Sir Robert Wilson, it has the merit
not only of being appllcable to the argument, but in those
men who havt, fought against that Enemy, and who in
spite of s supcnor system have beaten him (as beat him we
always do when we meet him on any thing like fair terms),
in stich men it has the grace of liberality as well as the
value of truth—and it not only adds a powerful rcason to
their own, but shews them to be above little paltry feuds ;—
shews them combating with a‘manly hostility, and proves
that the way in which Hzey choose to fight an enemy, is like
soldiers in the ficld, and not by effeminately railing at him.
Inthe Irench army, General Stewart says, a soldier is often
shot, but he rarely receives corporal punishment—and “ in



35

& no other service is discipline preservedon truer principles.”

Hesays, ¢ 1 knog the service—I have had occasion to
see it sin practice—I. have served with Austrians, Prus-
sians, and Swedes—but in no service is discipline preserved
on truer principles than in the French; and therefore it is
that I quote the example of thg French, wbose difcipline
is preserved on prindiples too?true, alas, for “our ill-fated
allics. ® is therefore 1 guote the Frgnchgarmy, and in
order to shew that the change I rccommend our own,
i« necessary for the perfection of s dlsmplme, and to save
us from the fate of those allies.” Such are the opinions of
these gallant officers—but whether they are right or wrong
I care not—Such are the opinions of other prave and ex=-
perienced officers, expressed in language similar fo that
which you have heard ; in such terms as they deerped
proper for supporting the opinions they held. Do I mean
to argue, because these officers have published what is unfit
and improper, that therefore the Defendants have a right to
do the same?  Am I foolish cnough? Dg I know so little
ef the respect due {o your undérst'mdmgs ? Am I solittle
aware of the interruption o should instantly and Jjastly
mect from the learned and noble Judge, who presides ag this
trial, were I to attempt urging such a topieas thisd Do
I really dare to advance what would amount tono [2 T
the absurd, the insane proposition, that if one man publishes
a libel, another man may do so too? On the contrary,
my whole argument is at an énd, if these awe libgls. If
Geuneral Stewart and Sir Robert Widson hdve exceeded the
bounds of propriety, and those passages which I have rgad
from their works, are libels; the publication by them would
form not only no excuse for the Defendants,ebut would be
an aggravatlon of their fault, if I, their counsel, had ventur-
ed, in defendmg one libel, to bnng other libels before you.
But it is because I hold, and you must too, that these oflicers
are incapable of a libellous intenfion—because you well
know that these officcrs, when they wroje in such terms,
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were incapable of the design of sowing dissention among
« the troops, and deterring men from enterigg into the Army
. —it is because you know that, of all thd men in this Sourt,
and inthis country, there are no two persons who are more
enthusiastically attaehed to this country—it is because you
know, as well as1 do, that ns two men in England are more
cntirely devoted to the interests of the British Army, or bear
a deadlier hate 35 alk its enemies-%it is because: you€must feel
that there is not an atom of pretexi for charging them with
such wicked intention, or for accusing them of a libcllous
publication—it is for this reason, and for this alone, that
1 ‘have laid before you what ghey have thought and writ-
ten upon the subject matter of the eomposition which
you are now trying.—I enteitain no smalt confidence
that you are prepared to go along with me, in my con-
glasion, that, if they could publish such things, without
the possibility of any man accusing them of libel, the
mcre fact of these things being published is no evidence
of a wicked or seditious intention :—that you are there-
fore prepared to view the publication on its own merits ;
and, considering how others; who gould not by possibi-
lity &e accused of improper motives, have treated the same
subject, you ‘will feel..it yobur duty to acquit the De-
fendants of evil _ intention, if they shall appear to have
handled it in a similar manner.

Gentlemen, 1 entreat you now to look a little towards the
compogitionitself on which the Attorney General has com-
mented so amply. With respect to the motto, which is
taken from an eloquent address of his to a jury upon a
former eccasion, there is nothing in that, which makes
it necessary fo: me to detain you. In whatever way these
words may have originally been spoken, apd however the
context may have qualified them, cven if they bore originally
a meaning quite different from that which in their insulated
state they now appear to have,~I apprchend, that a person
assuming, as is the fashjon of the day, a quotation from



{he words of .another as a text, may faifly take the passage
in whatever sense suits his own purpose. Such at least has
been the practicep certainly, from the time of the Spectator,
I believe much eadier ; nor can the compliance with this
custom prove any intention good or bad.—A writer takes
the words which he finds best adapted to serve for a text,
and makes them his motto: some take a line, and eten twist
it to another memung, a sense quite oppos}'fe to its original
wmﬁc':tmn . it is the mdst common devicg, a mere matter
of taste and ornament, 4nd is every day practhed. Let us
now come to the mtroductmn, wwhich foflows the text or
motto. The writer, meaning to discuss the subject of military
punishments, and wishing to offer his observations on,the
system of punishment adopted in our Army,-;m order tolaye
a ground-work for his argument, and in case any reader
should say, ¢ You have no facts to produce, this is all mere
declamation,’—for the purpose of securing such a groqnd-
work of fact as should anticipate this ochcuon, and stfew
that these military punishments were actually inflicted in_
various instances,—and in orderto prove, from thosc instances
the necessity of entering intd the inquiry, he states fairly
and candidly severgl cases of the punishments Which he is
going to comment upon.—He says, “ Corporal, Curtis was
¢ sentenced to receive ont thoysand lashes, bg’: .after
¢ yeceiving two hundred, was on his own pdmor?'pﬂ'mlted
¢ to volunteer into a regiment on foreign service.” Enouvh
would it have been for the argument to have said, that
Corporal Curtis had been sentenced to receiyé one thousand
lashes ; he owns candidly that on recetving two hundred
he was allowed, and at his own request, to enter into a*
fegiment on foreign serfice. Then he mentions the case of
W illiam Clifford, a private in the seventh’ Royal Veteran
battalion, who was lately gentcnced to receive one thousand
lashes :—does he stop there? No, he addsthe reason ; and
the reason turns out to be ome which, if any thing can



justify such a pupi$hment, you will admit, would be a
Jjustification. He adds candidly, what makes against his
.own argument, he says it was “ for repegfedly sml.mo‘ and
"¢ licking his superior officer.” He adds, that he undi-rwmft
part of his sentence, by receiving seven hundred and fifty
Jashes at Canterbury, in presence of the whole garrison.
He nexte mentions another igstance of some persons of the
4th regiment 6f"foot, being senfpneed to receive two thousand
six hundred lashes—and, givingethe reason, lre says it was
“ for dzcrev"eclﬁ:l ‘behaviour to their officers.”—lle then
states the case of Robert Chilman, a private in the Bear-
stead and Malling regiment of Local Militia, who was lately
triedl, this author tells us, by a court-martial ¢ for dis-
£¢ obedience of orders and mutinous and improper behaviour
¢ whilé che 1e0'mzent was embodied.”—His offence he thus
- sets Yorth almost as fully as if he was drawing up the charge
: ——-ﬁ‘ajr, I' will venture to say the charge upon which the
coert-martial proceeded to trial, was not drawn up more
strongly and distinctly ; he subjoins to these facts, that his
‘authorities are, the London Newspapers.

Having thus laid the fomdation and ground-work of
his reasonlng, he comments wpon the subject in words
which, as they have been read twice over, once by the
Attorn@} Genergl and once by Mr. Lowten, it will be
unneoeesa—"j for me (o T(’[)Cdt at any considerable length ;
‘I would only beg of you do observe, that, in the course of
his argument, he has by no means departed from the rule
of faitness and candour which ‘he bad laid down for himself
in the outSet. He brings forward that which makes against
~him, as well as that which makes for Lim, and he qualifies
and giiards his propositions in a way strongly indicative of
the candour and, fairness of his motives. After having
stated his opinion in warm language, in language such as
the subject was calculated to call forth—after having poured
out his strong feelings in a vehement manncr—(and surely



you will not'say that a man shall #el strongly, and not
strongly express himself—shall he be blamed for expressing
h;mcelf; as these to gallant officers have done, though per-
haps inlanguage not quite so strong ?) Having thusexpressed
himself, he becomes afraid of his reader falling into the
mistaken notion of his meaning,—which, notwithdanding
the warning, it would seem the Attorney General has really
fallen ingo, of supposmg. "that he bad been too much
inclined to overlook the errors in flre Mwach system,
and that he who had argued against our®system, and in
favour of the Enemy’s, might be suppqsed too generally fond
of the latter ; apprehensive of a mistake so injurious to him,
and fecling that it was necessary for him to qualify Ixis.
obsc'rvallon, in order to protect himself from shch a afiscon-
ception—He first says, Let it not be supposed that weinténd
¢ these remarks to excite « vague and indiscrininate s¥nli-
 ment against punishment by military law.”—Y ou perceite,
Geutlemen, that before proceeding to guard his reader against
the idea of his general partiality to the I'rench system, he
stops for the purpose of correcting anothermisrepresentatjon,
another mistake of his mcanmg, into whichealsg the
Attorney General his rcpcatully been betrayed this day.
The writer, fearing lest he should not have guard®l *his
reader, and especially his military réader, if he S]l@]ml Jngc
one, against the supposition of his being an encmy to military
punishment in the general, states distinctly, that severe
punishment s absolutely necessary in the Army »and he pro-
ceeds to express himself in words wluch age nearly the same
as thosc used by the Attorney Genernl, for the purpose of
shewing that there was gomething enormous in attacking
the system of corporal pumshmcnt.-—-Says *the Attorncy
Gencral, he is endeavouring to inflame the suluects of this
country againdt the whole ptnal code of the Army ; he i
endeavouring to take away the counfidence of the soldier
in those military regulations whicl, must baenforced, while
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we have an army dt d!l.—All this is mere rhetoric : exactly
-so thought the author of this work. He was afraid some
person might fall into the same mistakd; and acco‘rdmgly
he warns them against this error; he says, “ Let it not be
¢ supposed that we intend these remarks to cxcite a vague
 and .indiscriminating sentiment against punishment by
¢ military law: no; when it is considered that discipline
¢« forms the soul of an army, wuhout whlch it. would at
¢ once degametate Into a mob ; s~—when the descnpuon “of
¢ persons which compose the body of what is called an
“ army, and the suuatnon in which it is frequently placed,
¢ are also taken into account, it willy we are afraid, appear
“‘but too evident that the military code must still be
“ kept distinct from the civil, and distinguished by great
“ ‘promptitude and severily. Buonaparté is no favourite
“ of ours, God wot "—Then, with respect to the French
wbde of punishment and our own, he observes : ¢ It
“ may be said, he (Buonaparié) punishes them (his
¢ troops) in somec manner.—That is very true; he im-

prisons his refractory troops, occasionally in chains, and
¢ in aggravated cases he puls them to death.”—Is this
not dealmg fairly with the siuBject 2 Is this keeping out of
sightvevéry thing that makes against his argument, and
stating only what makes for it ? Is he here mentioning the
French military punishments, to prove that we ought to
abandon the means of enforcing our military discipline?
No, he dees not argue sp unfairly, so absurdly.—His
argument did not require it: he states, that the French
punish their soldiers in a manner which I have no doubt
sonde will think more severe thap flogging : be states, that
Buonaparté pumshcs his refractory troops with chains, and
with the hlghest species of all human punishment—with
death.—This is exactly the argument of the Befeudants, or of
the author of this composition ; and itis the argument of all
those who reprebate the practice of flogging. They contend,
that he (Buonaparté) does not; and that we ought not o



flog soltlicrs ; but that he punishes thejh with chains or death,
and so ou«rht we. They maintain, thiit tor those offences for
which one thousapd lashes are inflicted,~and many of the first
authgritics in Slis country maintain, and always have'
maintained,—that death itself should be inflicted—but not
flogging,~that the more severe, but more safe and appro-
priate punishment is to be p?erred The argument is not
uc.c(l out of compassion tq, td soldier, not fdr the purpose
of laking past with him. He does not tell him who has becn
guilty of mutiny, ¢ Your back is torn=wit™the lash, you
arc an injured man, and Suffering unmerited hardships—
you, who have kicked and beat yeur officer, ought not
to be punished in so crnel a way, as by being tied to the
triangles and lacerated with whipcords—this is not what
he tells the soldier. Noj; he says—* The punishmént you
receive, is an improper pumshmcnt altogether, because it
is hurtful to military discipline, because it wounds Jhe
feelings of the soldier, and degrades him in his own. s
tlmatton, because it ruins irretrievably many a man who
might be reclaimed from irregular courses, and saves the’
llfc only, but without retainimg the worth of him whoy, like
you, have commitied the highest offences : thertfors such
a punishment is in Do instance fit to be inflicted. But do
not think that you are to get*off without the severcs@umsb-
ment—you, who have been gullty of mutiny®; - do enot
think that military puniahments ought not to be more se-'
vere than the civil : my opinion, mdecx], is, that you ought
not to be flogged, because there arc reasong agamst “that
practice, wholly independent of any regard for you ; but
then I think that you ought to be confined in chains, or
put to death.’—It is not*tenderness fowards the soldler, it is
not holding up his grievances as the groung ‘for mutiny; it
is a doctring which has for jts object the konour of all sol-
diers : it procccds from a love of the military service; it is
calculated to raise that service, and, by mising it, to pro-

n



mote the good of Ehicountry. These arc the motives,
these arc the views oftthis train of argument. Instcad of
holding out the idle dream, that the soldigr ought not to be
punished, he addresses himself to thesoldier, solely onatcourt
of the system of which he forms a part; solely on account
of the effects which his punishment may produce on the
Army : out as to the individual soldier himsclf, he holds
the very language of sevenl‘v and cfisclphne ; he tells

him in pretty plain, nay in sonrwhat harsh terins, that

strictness is r&Cessary in his casc, and that he must be treated
far more rigorously than any other class of the community.
Furthermore, hetellshim, thataseverer punishment than even
flogging is requisite, and that, instcad of being scourged, he

ought to be im pnsoned for life, or shot. Iie then gocs to an-

other toplc-—but it is almost unnecessary to proceed further
with the qualifications of hisopinion : he says, “ We despise
¢ and detest those who would tell us, that there is as much
¢ “1berty now enjoyed in France as therc is left in this
¢ country.” Isthis the argument, is this the language of

‘a person who would hold up to admiration what our ene-

mies.do, and fix the eye of blame only on what happens at

home ? Isthis the argument from which it is to be inferred,

that he e wept over to pry out the blessmgs enjoyed by our

enemlesz in order to stir up discontent among ourselves ?  If
suck- had been his intention, was this vchement expression
of contemptuous indignation against those who are over-
forward to praisc the French, likely to accomplish such an
intention? Syrely such expréssions were more than his ar-
gument required. ‘He gors out of his way to reprobate met
of unpatriotic feclings ; men whosc hearts are warm towards
the enemies of their ¢ country. It was the gist of his argu-
ment to shew that the French discipline belnc superior to
ours, (as in the opinion of Sir Robert Wilson and General
Stewart it appears to be), we ought {o seek the amendment,
of our system by availing ourselves of the example of our
encmies : but he saYs, ‘Do_not believe I am against punishing



the soldicr bycause I am averse to floggjng him—or that I
belong to the description of personsYwho can see nothmg
in the conduct gf our cnemies deserving censure:’ on the
Contsdry, he warns the soldier that rigour of discipline is
his lot—and that he must éxpect the severest infliction of
punishment which man can endure—and he purposely,
though I admit unnecessarily for his argument,~ifiveighed
against too indiscriminate an admiration of France, in
words ®hich I shall repeat, because the{ are important,
and because my learned friend passed ﬁstlly dver them :-—

— We despise and detest thoss who would tell us, that
¢ there is as much liberty now enjoyed in France as there is
¢ left in this Countr_y.” .

Such, Gentlemen, is the publication on which you are
called upon to decide :—jt is an argument, qualiffed by re-
strictions and limitations, upon an important branch of thc ml-
litary policy of this Country. In pursuing this argumen,t, it
was necessary the writer should choose a topic liabl® to
misconception—the comparison of the’ system of the
French ariny with our own :—his argument could not be
conducted without a reference to this point;—but, to* pre-
vent it from abuse, jje guards it by the passage I°have read,
and by others which are to be found in the kod of the
composition.—And heis notv broyght before you foI a hbel
on this single ground, that he has chosen such topics a® the _
conduct of his argument obviously required ; and used such
language as the expression of his opinions naturally called
forth.

Gentlemen, I pray you not te be l¢d away by any ap-
pearance of warmth, or even of violence, which yoy may
think you perceive merély upon cursorily lgoking over this
composition.—l pray you to consider the things 1 have
been stating Jo you, when you are reflecting upon the able
and eloquent remarks of the Attorney-General ; more espe-
cially upon the observations which he directed to the pecu-
biarly delicate and invidious 1Gpics necessarily involved
in the argument. The writer might have used these topics
without the qualifications, and still I should not have beea



afraid for his case. Blv he has not so used theme—he has not
exceeded theboundswhichany thing that deservesithe name of
free discussion must allow him.. He has tpuched, and only
touched, those points which it was absolutely impossible to
pass over, if he wished to trace the scope of his opinions ;—
and those points he had a right to touch—nay to dwell
upon (which he has not done), unless you arc prepared to
say that free discussion means .thts,—-that I shall have the
choice of my nmon. ‘but not of the argumeitts whereby £
may suppoft and enforce it—or that 1 shall have the choice
of my topics, but must only choose such as my adversary
pleascs to select for me —unless you are prepared tosay, that
it isa free permission freely to discuss public measures, which
«prescribes not merely the topics by which my sentiments are
to bg maintained, but also the langkage in which my feelings
are to be conveyed ;—for if there is adifference in the i impor-
tanfe of different subjects,—if one person naturally feels more
strongly than another upon the same matter, if there are some
subjectson which all men, whoin point of animation, areabove
the level of a stock pr a stone, do feel warmly; havethey not
a right to_express themselves in proportion to the intcrest
which*the’ question naturally pessesses,,and to the strength
of the,feelings it excites in them? If they have no such
power 25 t]ns, te what, I demard, amounts the boasted pri-
 vilelge ? It'is the free privilegeofa fettered discussion; it is the
unrestrained choice of topics which another selects ; it is the
liberty ofanenslaved press; it isthe native vigourof impotent
argument, The grant is not quallﬁed but resumed by the
conditions. The ruleis caten up with exceptions; and he who
* giveseyousuch a boon, and calls it a privilege or a franchise,
cither has very little knowledge of ‘the language he uses, or
but a slight regard for the understandings of those whom he
addresses.—1 say, that in the work before you, go individual
instance of cruelty hasbeen selected for exaggerated descrip-
tion, or even for remark ; no specific facts are commented on,
no statements alluded to in detail ; scarcely are the abuscd
of the system pointe outy though the cloquent author



might well have urged them as argunfents against a’systan
thus open to abuse. It is the system itself which is im«
peached in the mss; it is the general policy of that system
whiclt s called in question; and it is an essential part of
the argnment, a part necessary to the prosecution of the in-
quiry, to state that thesystem itsclf leads to cruelty, and that
cruclty eannot fail tq be exercied underit. This)is among
the most important of the &rguments by which the subject
ntust needls De'discussed : and if he has arighet tQ hold, and
publicly to state an opinton en this subject at all, he has not
only a right, but it is his duty to énte}' into this argument.
But then the Attorney General maintains, that it tends to
excite mutiny, and to defer persons from enlisting in the
Army :—Now, Gentlemen, I say that this fear ts chimgrical ;
and 1 desire you to lay ouof your view every thing I have
stated from the high authorities whosc sentiments you have
heard : Irequest you to leaveout of your sight the formerargg-
mentsurged by me, that you cannot impute apy evil intention
to their books, because you cannot to their authors. I ask you
to consider, whether there is any yisible limit to the argument
which the Attorney General has pressed on you, gwhen he
asserts, that the tendency of’ this publication is to excite
disaffection among the soldiers, and to prevent tHt seerwit-
ing of the Army ? [ ask you whether any one of thes® ‘points
which are the most frequently discussed, at all times, and
by persons of every rank, can in any conccivable way be
discussed, if we are liable to b told that in arguings orsin
remarking upon them, our argumenis have a*tendancy to
excite sedition and revolt ? What'arc the most ordinary
of all political topics ? Taxes, wars, expeditions. K a
tax isimposed which in my conscience I believeto be fraught
with injustice in its principle, or to origindte in the most
perverse impolicy ; to produwce the most galling oppression
in the manner of its collection ; can I speak otherwise than
severely ? or, however moderately I may exgress myself, can
I spcak otherwise than most.unfavourably of ity cvenafter the



Legislature has sanc{foned it, and laid it oncthe countn 4
ﬁnd yet the Attorney General may say, ¢ What are you
ibout ? you are exciting the people to rgsistance ; you are
‘ouching the multitude in the tendercst point ; and btirridg
‘hem up to revolt against the tax-gatherers, by persuading
them that the collection of the imposts is cruel and oppres-
sive, and that the government has acfed unwiscly or un-
justly, in laying such burthensvn the people.’ Ia it rebel.
lious to speak #uc’s sentiments of ¢he expeditions $ent from
this countr) 2 f a man should sa¥, ¢ You are dispatching
yourgallanttroops to leavtthei. bonesin thosecharnel-houses,
as Sir Robert Wilson' calls them, which you are constantly
perchasing in the West Indies with the best blood of Eng«
land 3 Jyou arc sending forth your armics to meet, not the
awmies of the ecnemy, but the yelkow fever ; you arg pouring
your whole forces into Walcheren, to assail, not the armies
of France, not the iron walls of Flanders, but the pestilential
vapours of her marshes’—such things have been uttered
again and again, from one end of the empire to the other,
not merely in the.hearing of the country, but in the hearing
of the trpops themselves : but did any man ever drcam of
sedition, or a wish to excite thatiny baing’imputable to those
milligns by whom such remarks have been urged ? De
thoserysons of exaltede rank, and of all ranks, (for we all
hiive a right to discuss such measurcs, as well as the states-
men who rule us) do these men within the walls of Parlia-
ment, 2nd without its walls, (for surcly all have equally the
right of political discussion, whether they have privilege of
parliament or no) do all who thus treat these subjects pur-
posely mean to excite sedition 2 Did any one ever think of
imputing to the arguments of persons discussing in this way
those matters df first-rate national importance, that they had
a tendency to produce revolt, and oxcite ,the soldiers ta
mutiny ?—There is -another subject of discussion which
immediately strikes onc; it is sugeested to you immediately
by the passave which 1 formerly reads from Sir Robert



e

Wilson ; indsed, he introduces it in lajnénting the treatment
of thesoldiers. I am referring to those signal,and 1 rejoice
to say, successfuljefforts made by our best statesmen of all
parties; on behalf of the West-Indian slaves. Could there
¢ a more delicate topic than this’? a more dangerous sub-
Ject-Qf eloquence or description? Can®the imagingtion of
man pdcturc one thatyought ta/be more cautisusly,—more
sC mpulo handled, if thfs doctrine is to prevail, that no
person must publish wlnt‘an y person mAgsidapect of having
a tendency to excitediscontant and rebellion®? And yet were
not all the speeches of Mr. Pitt, (to take but onc example,)
from beginning to end, pictures of the horrors of West-Indmn
slavery?  And did any one, in the utmost heat of the con-
troversy, or in the other contentions of party, or pgrsonal
animosity, did any onc think of accusing that celebratéd
statesman of a design to raise discontent, or shake 4he
tranquillity of the Colomm, although he was addressing 1&s
vehement and impassioned oratory to Islandg where thc op-
pressed blacks were to the tyrannizing whites, as the whole
population compare:d with a few hundredsindividuals scat-
tered over the West-Indian seas 2 I say, if this 'vo'ument
is good for any thing,sit is gbdd for all; and if it proves
that we have no right to dmcusa this subject, lt p!bv-wthat
we have no right to discuss ¢ 'my other. S

But I dare say, that onc circumstance will have struck
you, upon hearing the eloquent address of my learned
friend. I think you must have heen struck with, somtthing
which he would have kept out of sight: he fotgot fo tell
you, that no discontent had been petceived, that no revolt
had taken place, that no fears of mutiny had arisen ; that,
{1 $hort, no man dreamt of any sort of dangers from the
INFLICTION oF TiE pPuNisumeNT 1tseéL¥ ! The men
therefore are tossee their comrades tied np, and to behold
the flesh stripped off from their bodies, aye, bared to the
bone! they are'to sce the very ribs and bopes from which
the mangled flesh s been scourged away,-wnthont a senti~



ment of discontenty without one feeling of hqrror, without
any emotion but that of tranquil satisfaction ! . And all this
+ the by-standers are also to witness, withopt the smallest risk
of thinking twice, after sucH A scENE, whether they, shall
enter into sucH A sERVICE! There are no fears entertained
of exciting disaffection among the soldiers themselves by
the slght of their comrade Tus treated : there is, it seems,
no danger of begetting,a disigckination to enlist, gniong the
surroundmg pegsantry, the whdie fund from ‘whica the rg-
sources for recruiting your army ar: derived ! All this, you
say, is a chimerical fear; perhaps it is: 1 think quite
otherwise ; but be it even so: let their cyes devour such
sights,—let their cars be filled with the cries of their suffering
comrades; all is safe, there is no chance of their being
nmoved ; no complaint, no mdgnatnon, not the shghtest
amotion of pity, or blame, or disgust, or indignation, can
rpach their hearts from the spectacle before them.—But
have a care how, at a distance from the scene, and long
after its horrors have closed, you say one word upon the
subject ; sce thatgyou do not describe these things, (we have
not described them ;) také care how you comment upon
themi (we have not commented upon, them ;) beware of al-
luding towhat has been enacting (we havescarcely touched
any o=t individual scene) 5, but above all, take care how you
say a word on the gencral question of the policy of the
system because, if you should attempt to express your
opinions upon that subJect a single word of argument, one
accideptal umark will rouse the whole Army into open re:
volt! The very persons upon whom the flogging was in-
flisted, who weére not to be excited to discontent at the
torture and. disgrace of their sufferings ;— they will
rebel at once, if you say a word upon the policy of
such punishments. Take nq precautions for conccaling
such sights from those whom you wou}d entice into the
service ; do not stop up their ears while the air rings with
the lash ; let them read the horrors ofghe spectacle in the



faces .ot thase who have cndurcd Jit* Such things cannot
move a man : But description, remark, commentary, argu-
ment, who can gear without instanianeous rebellion 2 —
G?zntlcmcn, I think I have answered the argument of the
(\ttorn(‘y Genceral upon the dangers of such discussions ;
| in answering it, I have removed the essential part of the
Iu nmuon, withput whicA this prosecution cannot be
sustamc ; 1 mean the aﬂcg'ltlon of evil, malicious, and se-
ditious'in entmn, on {li" part of the: av.ﬂn:r ang publisher of
the work.—I have done—I will detain ydu no longer—even
if I could, I would not go further into the case. 'The whole
composition is before you. The question which you are to
fry, as far as 1 am able to bring it before you, is also'suly-
mitted to yon—And that question is— W hether, on the most
important and most intgzesting subjects, an Englishman’still
has a privilege of expressing himsclf as his feelings ah& his.

opinions dictude ? s
Gentlemen, I shall not trouble his Toxdihin or you by
calling any witnessecs. -

Mge. AtrorNkYy GENERAL.
Gentlemen of the Jurly®:—

1 doubt not but you have,gone along witly me ﬂ‘l:&dmmnv
the very eloquent address you havé received from\ny le'u'ned
friend. There is nothing in which I more disngree with®
him, than in the lamentation which he made for the fate of
his clients, as persons having dor their (munsel one’whé was
opposed to unequal force in their causc, and ot dbmpetent
to meet the attack by any dbilities of which he was pos-
sessed, compared with those of the person who had%o di-
rect the attack. My learned friend, by thie display of his
abilities, has answered that part of his own argument.
There is anosher observatiof of my learned friend’s, which I
can as little agree in ;—he states that his clients have to con-
tend with the influcnce of the.Attornep General. There
exists no such influence~—my learned friend knows there
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U
exists no such influencel .While there are at tiic bar men
of his talents and eloquence, it is lmpmsnblc it should exist,

even if persons in the situation in which I fam placed had

the power, and were wicked, enough to exert it. I agree

with my learned friend in all the general observations he.”

has made,'as to the llccnllous&u,s of the press, and fuc
grounds we liave to deplore th se practlees which a8 so
hostile to the llber,ty of the prcss. L agree with his Aein dé-

ploring theire cﬂoag'ou private charagter. 1 do not, how- "

ever, attribule the’ whole of the évils which he laments, to
the causes to which he accribes them. I go further than he
does uin lamenting their eftects; and T believe I sce those
effects carried to a grealer extent than he does. It is nat
only,thos\. who are libelled, but ten thousand who are not
llbclled who feel the scourge of fiie libeller.  You know
‘not bow many persons of weak nerves there are, who are
held"in contribution by this trade of libelling ; we know it
fiom the records “of this Court,—that the question is, not
whether what tlmy” publish is true, not whether it will
benefit or injure the party—but whether it is likely to sell

their paper. 'We have it on the aflidavit of a proprictor of

a Payer,_that they consider alonc, either on politics or any
other su}%ect, what will best promote the sale of their

Papec; an that they adopt what they call the populur line,

because they derive among the three handred proprictors

of a l’ape.r , & greater d('frree of profit. On this accountand

othcr I Jom ‘with him in those lamentations he has ad-
dresscd 16 you on the siyte g)f the press, and in nonc more
W'\rm.!‘y than on the ground I recently stated, of the number
of persons who are not libelled, bat kept under daily cons
trlbutlon to 'wou.' it.

I agree with my learned friend, that the conduct of public
men must be left open o fair discussion : but if* he meant to

* The Attorney’ General ‘alludes to an affidavit made by one
of th’c proprietors of The Day newspaper upon a recent Lra-
secution.
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include in’ that proposition, that {)llblic men, because they

are public men, may be libelled in newspapers, there I dis-
sagreg with him? I-donot say that the sitnation of a public

man, or any other character, psevents him from having his
“Mublic conduct fairly and freely discussed : but if malignity
or\gvenge appear to actuatg those who publish their obser-
vi titkssg no pretende of disgussing public measures renders-
(stich ';\Nlbh(-atmn inpecent.  When learned frienl
s‘.lf(‘(] to you what ml,ghl, and what ml_rrl%i:oﬂ'bv published
with impunity, [ observed that he did not enter into the
consideration of those repeated attacks which are made on
the public peace by such publications as I have insisted
before you, and shall further insist, and shall prove to yout
satisfaction, this publication is. To talk of this piblication .
as a discussion—a fre® and liberal discussion of a puplic
measure—to talk of this as supported and justificd by the ’
example of the gallant officer who sits by his Lordship, Sir
Rol)ert. \\ \lson, or of the late Brigadier-General Stewart-=
to draw up a rank of men, placing the publisher and
printer of the Exayiner by the side of General Stéwart,
and Sir Robert W llson——why it is lauo'lmblc' Who are
those officers to whom he refers 2 Men of the highest cha-
racter and rank, in a profession jwhich they adsrn—men
entitled to attention fromn the public. W hether dpon fuch o
a subject it was well advised in them to give their thoughts
to the public, particularly as they might have aendered
“them more efiectual by othet commumcutloas wh.lch their
situations enabled them to maje to men th power—whether
1 was pradent for them to indulge themselves insuch agdent *
snd glowing language as my learned friend, has read from
one of the publications—is not for me to discuss: but this
1 know, that it is in human nature, especially in men of
strong and ﬁrm, and perhaps of abstinent miwl, when they
have taken up an opinion, and are desirous of urging that
opinion, and of recommending it8 adoptidn by others, not
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always to look to the éollateral effects of the means they
eraploy. .

Whether that may have been the case wilﬁn respect tothe.
publications alluded to, is a subject upon which I am wno—
rant, forl own I nevercheard of them till to-day. It is up-
necessary fo discuss the point :ybut that(those publicatyons
were fair and liberal discussions nf ¢he questions upop. which
they profess to tregt, 1 have not theltast doubt ; amdth&t those,
honourable gentlemen, when they,committed their thoughts
to the press, and gave tlrem to the public, had no other
object than that of submitting their opinions to the fair
consideration of those to whom they were addressed.
And the question for you to-day, is whether that was ihe ob-
jectsof Messrs. Hunts.

My learned friend has, in (hﬁ’erent parts of his address,
statgd the question for your consideration in g very diflerent
manner. At one time he stated it correcily. He said that
the qucstion was, “what was the intention of the persons who
published this paper ? I agree with him: but then we are
to consider, from what source we arc to colleet that inten-
tion. ‘It isonly from the langurge used in the text, that we
are ableta”collect the intention ; and thercefore his Lordship
will tell you, tifat the publication which has a tendency to
produce a mischievous object, must be considered as having
been pubhsncd with a nfischievous design. I cannot dne
into.a man’s thoughts : but I say he is answerable for all the.
mischiefs which the doctrines published by him have a
natural tendency to produce ; and the language in which
he expresses himself, and the manner in which he weaves
together the diflerent articles of hi$ composition, farnish the
only clue by which you can unravel what his intention is.
In that view of the proposition, I agree that the question for
your consideration is, what was the intention of those pub-
lishers : that intention is to be collected from the work it-
sclf. But my learncd friend, having heated himself in the
course of his argument, saéd ‘that the question was, whéiher
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Englishmen should discussa public sybjéct in such Tanguage
as was fittest to convey their own sentiments?  God forbid
Vishowdd dispute e frath of the proposition, that every®
l,ntrhshman has that right. 1 would be the first o stand
foNgard and support the liberty “of the press, if any man
was Nold or wicked enoungh to attunpt to restrainit. Do
I to-dit-r make it aY]ncstlon Avhether a mare shall be per-
mpifted, silNthe free discn swm -of a public measure, to ex-
press himsclf, while Iu*;‘m.ams himsclfemthingthe bounds
of decency and propricty, th such words a8 occur to him to
he the fittest 2—No such ﬂun.,, what T impute to the
author of this publication is, that he has not for his l‘C'Il ob-
et the free candid discassion of a great political question ;
ihut that his object is to renler the soldiers of onr Army dis®
vonfented with their situation; and that the publicdlion «
has for its end and object, and is likely to produce fseits |
eilect, the preventing otliers from catering into the serdice.
I know very well that, looking through this paper, you
will find many qualifying terins by which the publisher
thought to escape punishuinent ; by whieh he meant {p im-
pose on those who might s1y he was favouring éhe Iliench.
‘T'o avoid this, he m}.s : ¢ You willfind p: tr.nrrapim in which
i speak against the Frenck ; you sny Iax.n (uv-mmﬂ) “to
military (]lb(‘lpllll(}‘ you will find passages in whu‘h L sy
it must be kept up.” True; but ywhen he draws the balance®
hetween this country and France, does he draw the compa-
rison fairly, and does he state the account justly before he
strikes the balance 2—for yd¢ will recollecty the balance is
struck directly in favourofthe'French. In one passage of thig
paper he states, that op comparing the French wi&h the
British military service, he has no doubt_ds to giving the
preference to the former.  Now, my learned friend weuld
defend his cllunls to-day’, on the example of Sir Robert
Wilson :—I am sorry that gallant officer should be present,
while he hears himself placed by the side of such compa-
pfons. Docs my learned friand mcan to say, that Sir Robert




Wilson has treatedrthis subject, and given his thoyzlits to
the public as the Deféndants have done 2 Does he recol-
dect, that if he is to bring them fogether, €ie must rjse the
Defendants to the height of Sir Robert Wilson, or he' nrust
reduce Sir Robert Wilson Yo thesituation of the Defendans?
and arc these two publications to be brought in comparison
with cach-other 2 Had Sir Robert Wilson the s;u?nlg;a'vicws
by his publication which, on‘io8king 1o this, it,ZsJ)bvihus
the Defendants lad.2* 1t is a fuir"q‘m-s.lion—-hn'd the Defen-
dants thic same object and views es ¥ir R Wilson?  Now [

will try that question ; ami I am glad to try it in the pre-

sence of Sir Robert Wilson. I say, that the author of thie

work has diligently, industriously, and wiltully, presented
vo the public, & debased picture of the state of the Britisk
.Arey; setting up against it the practice of Buonaparté,
‘ ang giving the decisive preference to Buonaparté.

"Bhe example of Sir Robert Wilson is brotght forward as
Justifying this; apd I am asked, how can you prosecute the
publisher of this paper, when you did not prosccute Sir
Robert Wilson? [ take it for granted that every part of Sir
Robert Wilson’s hook, which bears favourably for the De-
fendant?, has been produced, andl the orly passage in which
ke makes mention of the French, is this:—he says, ¢ France
¢« allows Of floghring only-in her Marine;” that is the only
(instdnce in which it occurs. It was natural it should be in-
troduced—and how is it introduced ?  Is it maile the bur-
then of his publication 2 Is it that which from the begin-
ning to the end<he is constantly alluding o as the topie e
wished 1o press? Docs hé erler into the consideration of
militagy punishments apparenily only to give the prefe-
rence to the French 2 No, he introduces mention of the
French but once and that too incidentally, not as form-
ing any part of the large discussion in whick he is con-
cerned.  That is the only occasion on which he makes
any mention of the French.  Does lie introduce his ap-
plication with veference to any former prosceution ol @



tibeller? If heshad, I should have no scruple in saying, that,’
however he had endeavoured to cover and conceal it, he
must have had sgine ohject beyond the free and liberal
ditcustfon which my learned friend says ought to be ale
inezed {o every man on every subject.  If I had found
that™Qir Robert Wilson had introduced®his publication with
a woXo which hag a refegence to the publication of
anosher N\( that «mllmft silicer would not have com-
phained %ot my supposing that he mugt $ave had some
othier object in view.—*Naw, having stated tfat, I have
nothing to do but to call you bhck to the libel itself.—
It begins: ¢ One thousand lashes? (from the Stamford
News ;" )—collecting his authorities from .dl the cases he #an
tind—1tlow docs he introduce them ? Bhe acr‘gxessore‘
¢ were not dealt with gs Buonaparté would have treaged
them.”  'This is the first, last, and middle burthen of
Lis publicationy this is every thing to him: he nevergan
quit the subject of raising Buonaparté, apd lowering the
state of our military discipline.  He begins with taunt-.
tngly introducing  the ol)e(‘rvation Lehad made on a
former prosccution :=— The utr'rrewors were not Qealt with
¢ as Buonaparté woald havbtreated his refractory troops.
—Speceli of the Attorney General.”  Then he Gperates
several instances in which nnhtap_y pumsh'Y\cnt. Rad been
inflicted.  He proceeds @ ¢ The Attorney General $aid what
“was very true—these aggressors have certainly not been
"¢ dealt with as Buonaparté jwounld have trgated « his, re-
¢ fractory troops:” thus pisgsing out of hiw courge what
the Attorney Gieneral is suppodd to have said, for he could
nut have said it with rclcr('nu, to these cases. Ile goegon s
—¢ nor indeed as rcfr.u,(nry troops would be treated in
¢ any civilized country whatever, save fnd except this
« country.—dlere alone, in this land of liberty; in this
¢ age of refinenteni; by a people who, with their usual con-
¢ sistency, have been in the hybit of rgproaching their
“ ppighbours with the cruvh.)_"of their punishiments, s
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¢ still inflicted a species of torture at least ay excuisite as
“ any that was ever Jdavisad by the infernal ingeanity of
.¢¢ the Inquisition.”  Now, what does he return to 2 ¢¢ No,
¢ as.the Attorney General says, DBuonaparté does net, treat
¢ his refraciory iroops in this manuner.”  Then, when L«
comes to describe, in his glowing and ardent manner, ‘(he
maode of .punishment inflicted on our troops, does hq/ con-
fine himsclf to merely statipgeothat it is inflictef~on Pri-
tish subjects 2 %2:_1" s delight is \e state that huonfmrtc has
the advantdge over us. Heexalts Bubnaparté, on the ground
that our system is not thesystem in France. Hesays : ¢ There
¢ jis not a man in his rinks whose back is scamed with the la-
¢ eerating cat-o'nine-tails. Ilis soldiers have never yet been
#¢ brogght upto view one of their comrades stripped naked,
¢ &is limbs tied with ropes,” and so on,—not stafing this
as_the pnni-hinent inflicted on Brifish soldiers, but cxult-
ing,that Buonapart¢’ssoldiers are not subject, to it.
1y learned friend says, the writer was awarc of this,
and therefore thal this interpretation must be put upon jt—
that he has guardeq his statement by observations of an op-
posite tundcncy-—l do really Believe my learned friend speaks
from t:e first authority on tlmt.suu]vct. I do believe hat
he knew what the intention of the writer was, and that he
had attempted <o guard against the obvious impression of
Chistwriters. It is only in that way I can account for what
he relies on, by shewing that the author is not an unquali-
fied admirer of Buonaparté.  What does he say 2—¢ Buo--
¢ lldpﬂi‘(t‘ is qno faveurite ot ours, God wot! but if wo
“ come to balance '1ccc,un}( with him on this particular
 heyd, let us see how matters will stand—1e recruits his
« ranks by forre—so do we—We'flog those we have forced
¢ —he does not. It may be taid, he punishes them in
“ some mannci—ihat is very jrue. Ile imprisons his ye.
¢ fractory troops—occasionally in chains, and in aggrava-
¢ Hed cases he puts them to death :—but any of these seve-
. ritics is preferable to tying a_human creature up like a

-
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« ‘dog, and cutting his flesh ¥ pidess with whipcord.”—
Now, if we come fairly fo consider this, thd advice that
this libeller gives o us is to adopt the system of Buona-
l rté, in preference to our own, because he tells you that,

tge balance of the nccounf, Buonaparté’s systet is the
best:not that he weuld not fluve us improves even oh Buo-
napart@s system.~Has li¢ stated the account justly, al
lowing that he has taken into the aesadnt the imprison-
ment in chains and sometimes death ?-Has he taken into
account the maaner in which Byonaparté’s troops are
driven, or rathet dragged to the ranks—has he stated the
manner in which the French conscriptions are carriedinto
effect? When he is stating the account,®and dyewing &
balance, could he, could any man, who meant to Have
dealt fairly, have been totally silent on that most material
part of the suMject ? It is not possible, if his intent had &een
to have discusscd the question fairly and with candour.

I stated this in my first address to you, expecting it would
have received some answer. [ ointed out that there was that
omission in the statement of theaccount, and I angued it as a
proof that the author was wntmg agaiost his better judg-
ment. But no answer has bgen given; because <could be
given. On proceeding, it is said, that there is &furtl;er quglifi=
cation. He says he is not an admirer of the present state of the*
French government 3 hior does he think that the French ens
joy as much liberty as the people of this ceuntry. ¥pon
my word, a very ample alldyance {«=n very’ample adinis-
sion 1-=that the people of Frabeo, whese sufferings we read,
of in every papet thatcomes to eur kands, are not fu the
anjoyment of an equil degree of libsity With ourseives !
~He admits that the French are not in $hé enjoyment of so
much publielibétty as dre‘the British ; aad by makirig tha$
allowance, lie hUpes be shall induee you to think that he has
drawn bis picture witheut portiality. Itgonfirms what my
learued fricnd states, that he yas aware of the interpretation
which might be put wpon his publun)um, apd therefore he
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bas wrongly ‘and insufficiently thrust in that which he
Wopes will imduce you to think he had ne bad intention.
If any thing was wanting to make up the account; let
us sce what he further states. He introduces it by thjs
comparison. He says,  he sees nothing peculiarly pltnble

¢ in the lot of Buonaparté's scldiers when compared with
¢ that of our own: were we ciHed upon to make onr eléc-
¢ tion between tisc scrvices, the whlpcord would at oncc’
¢ decide us. Nd advantage whaiever can compensate for,

"¢ or render tolerable to a mind but one degree removed
¢ from brutality, a liability to be lashed like a beast!!”

When I stated the libel before, I did not trouble you
with tke whole'of it. Look at the insulting manner in
whith the author concludes it : ¢ We have heard of an
¢ zrmay of slaves which had bravely withstood the swords
¢ of their masters, being defeated and disperstd by the bare
¢¢ shaking of the instrument of flagellation in their faces.
“ This brought so forcibly to their minds their former state
¢ of servitude and cisgrace, that every honourable impulse
¢¢ atonce forsook their bosoms, and they betook themselves:
¢ o flight and to howling. “We crtertain no anxiety
¢ aboute character of our, countrymen in Portugal,
¢ when v(e contcmplatc “their meecting the bayonets of

«¢¢ Massena’s troops,—but we must own that we should
¢ tremble for the rcsult, were the French Genenl to dis-
¢¢ peich against them a few hendred drummers, each bran-
¢ dishing a cdl-0’-nine-tails.”

. ‘Wh), Gentlemen, can’y attnbute that insulting, that
infambus paragraph—can you attnbute it to any tbmg but
a desire to degrhdc the British soldlery in the opinion of
those under whose eye it might fall 2 It has been said, that
the infliction of this punishment lowers the spirit of the
soldier. I am a plain man, and I can looK anly to effects
in order to judge of causes ; and I beg tobring to your res
collection the baitles of Alexandria, Maida, Corunna, Ta-
Javera, Buzaca, apd the ot}xer achicyements by which our
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armies have been dnstmg'mshed—-ana then I will ask you,
avhether these ttbops, so distinguished by valur and disd
cipline can be considered as subject to a military code of
laws which lowers the spirit, and degrades them in theis
own estimation. Men degraded and lowered in their own
estimatipn will never stand as our brave troops have suc-
cessfully dope in the frqnt «of the Enemy.

Gentlemen, with thege observations, I3l leave this case
to your decision, fully petsuaded, thatalthough my learned
friend may have placed his Cliepts by the side of Sit
Robert Wilson and General Stewart, you will, by your
Verdict, place them with the other libellers of the day.

SUMMING UP.

[ ]
Lorp ELLENBOROVGH.

Glentlemen of the Jur.r/. r—

This is an Information for a Libel, filed agains} John Hunt
and Leigh Hunt, the publisher and printgs® § Paper, in
which they have a joint property, called THE Exuul:a'
And the Information states, that the Defendants, benng
malicious, seditious, and nll-dnsposed persons ;. and un-
lawfully, and malicioush devising, andy mtendmg to
injure the Military ServicA of our *Lord the Kiog ;—
and to insinuate, and cause it to be believed, ghat ad
improper and cruel method of punishment was practised
in the Army of our said Lord the Kin}; and that per-
sons belonging to the #aid Army were punished, ag-
cording to suth method, with great and excessive seve-
rity ; and thereby to raise and excite discontent and dis-
affection in the minds *of ,the pegsons belonging to the
said Army ; and to deter the liege spbjects of our suid
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Lerd the King from 'én'iering inte the samé ; ~-oun the
34 day of Seéptember, in the fiftieth year!of the reign of
she . King, published the paper in question : — And the
question -for yeu te try is, whether the publication has
fairly the tendency imputed to it # If it has that tens
dency, the persons must be punishéd who have pup-
lished it, intending to produce that effect. * If ft shall:
appear 16 you that such is the obtious tendency of the
paper which is in evidence, then what it is incumbent
on the Prosecutor to ‘prove, will have been made out.
It is-only by comparing the different pasts of the Libel,
fhat you can come to a just conclusion. When I say
Libé&l, I call it that which it is stated to be in the In-
.‘fqrmaﬁon—it will be- for you to'say whether it is justly
so drnominated. It has been stated by the€learned Gen-
tleman, who is counsel for the Defendants, in a speech
of great ability, eloquence, and manliness, that the ques-
tion is; whether Er\glishmen have a right to discuss
public measures, and may givg their oplmons on a par-
tlouhu' cast,of poliey? That is a quesuon upon which
there cdn _bbut ane opinion, 1t is competent for all
the sab_)ecis of his MaJeaty, freely, but temperately to
dtscuss, not only in conversation, between friend and
friend, but through the medium of the press, every ques-
tion conpeected with publie thy but, in proportion to
the importance and delicacy of the subject, in proportion
to thetperil whieh may attend an inflamed discussion of &
subject, a guarﬂ is to be xmpooed upon the person at
the time bhe is xmdulgmg in the freedom of discussion ;
in order that hé may take caré he does no ‘naterial in<
jury to private feeling, or the public peace and happiness.
Sybject to- this rustrietiorr, the Law of England allows
every man to publish wiiag b2 pleases, He must, hows
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ever, be coutbous, that be does not make this pmuegt
3 clogk to cover®a malicious intention.

Gentlemen, we are placed, in a most anxious and
awful situation. The liberty of the Country—every thing
we enjoy—not only our frgedomn as a natnon, ‘but the
freedoms of every ‘man, .dépends upon our fortunate re
sistancé to the arms of Buonaparxe, apd the force of
France—which I may say is the forge “ofeall Purdpe, com-
bined under that formidable foe. It becomes us therefore
to see that there is not, in addition ‘to the prostrate thrones
of Lurope, an auxiliary within this couatry, and thit he
has not theaid, for the furtherance of his object, of aBritisR
press. It is for you, hetween the public on the one hind, »
and the subject on the other, to see-that such a calumity .
does not takePlace. -

It is competent for the Defendants to discuss every
subject of public poliey ; but, in proportion to its import-
anee, every man naust see that no colaferal mlsclncf-anses ‘
out of what he pnbhshes -swWe have had statel to.us the
publication of an excellent officer near me, and Bnga.dxerr
General Stewart, who is yet living (for tbmtomey Ges
neral was mistaken when be supposed him dead.) Both
those officers, in their publications, bave commested on the

subject of military punishmcnts In the presenee of ane
of them, 1 have no difficully in saying, thatte wquld have
done better if be had i u;upo nfore of a guard upon hn
observations. The purity of his purpose no ont cap
doubt. He addresaes his observations to the Minister of
the Country : byt [ think he would have done hetter, if, an
a subject of %uch extremne’delicacy, he had made hia coms
munication i 8.more private maoner. Far, consider thie
inflammation—the irritation that may ke excited by such
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obsetvatlous in the minds of soldiers, on whose fidelity to
‘the customs of the country every -thifig depends., I¢
would have been more cagtious in both those honourable
Officers, and would have been attended with less irritation,
if they Had discussed the subject with Mr Pitt, in a more
pnvate form.” The subject Q‘f mnhtary pumshme’ht is que
‘we cannot suppgse not to have *undergone the fill cons
sideration J¥ the exceﬂem persons, Who, at different times,
have had the command of'the British armies. It is a sub-
Jject which comes home to the bosom of every body ;—and
we fnust suppose that those who are full of honour and
Yeeling, ,have hiot neglected to take such a subject into
thefr consideration. The question ef enlisting for life has
undetrgone the anxious cdnsideration of different govérn-
meitts ; and I know' that the opinions of 4l the General
Officers have béen collected "individually, respecting the
. policy and expediency’ of enlisting for life. I cannot say
whether any questions have been 'put to them on the
subject of ‘military punishments, There are punishmeuiits,
the nature of which cannot proper]y 'be discussed. Sup-
posmg a pulfishment ta be a capital punishment, it isa
,Erivous ‘thing to consider—it is most mischievous and
painful to the feelings of the relatives and family of the
individual, f such a topic, was to be discussed in an
‘inﬂammalory tway, you mlg ¥"be electrified—no man can
, Ry to what extent he mig be disabled from discharging
bis dity, where the question was life or death, if his feelings
‘and sensibility’ were to be so strongly worked upon. It
would disable those even whose duty it is to pronounce the
Yaw, and to draw the attention of Juries to ifsues of that
description,  Therefore, it is not cutting down the liberty
of discussion, t® require* that sgch subjects are discussed
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moderately, and that a person, in thé exercise of an allowed
right, does not ereate more mischief than he attempts to’
remedy.

Upon the subject of the prescnt Libel, I will advert te
the terms of it, and put it to. you, w hether it is aefair dis-
cussion qf the subjcct, or wh::ther it is calculated to mﬂame
d)e pasnons-—to induce ¢he*soldiers, to pelicve they are®
worse dealt with than bhe soldlers of Fifnge—ter bltint their
resistauce to the forces of Buonaparté, and to place us on
one side in unjust contrast with the military of France,
and other countries. Now, first, as to whether this is tem-
perate discussion—reasoning in the tempersof Slr Bobere
Wilson? Why! is this in the way of temperate Yis-
cussion? The first thm" that strikes,one is this—* QNE
THOUSANBNLASHES !” in large letters. What iathat
but to attract the mind to such a punishrgent as one thou~
sand lashes....to pourtray it as a circumstance of horror, and
excite feelings of detestation, against those who had in-‘
flicted, and compassion for_ jhose who had suffered (appa«
rently suffered) such a punishment ? for it appears to have
been executed only in part. l‘hen, as a te.ai'to bmment
on, the Defendants say, *¢ The aggressors were* ‘ot dealt
“ with as Buonszparté would have treated his refractory‘
“ troops.” Now they begm, you observe, not by discuss-
ing the subject in general ot by saying that it would be
better, with a view to the mdyal-feelings of the Army, if
ignominious pumshments were done away ; they begin as'
if there had been some’ excesses which oaght to attract
attention to the punishment. * Corporal®Curtis was sen»
¢« tenced to®receive one thousand lashes ; but, after re-’
“ ceiving two fundred, was permitted to volunteer into &
“ regiment on foreign servica” oIt does, not say what Ay
was pwnished for—it does‘say,wjuﬁe other was punished
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for—* William Cliffora, a private in the 7th Royal Veteran
¥, Battalion, was lately sentenced to receive one thousand
“ lashes, for repeatedly striking and kicking his superior
*¢ officer.”—I should, have thought that would have been
mutiny panishable with death; and whether the punish-
ment. was a commutation for death, I do not know. If
there is any crige that shakes the foundatiou of nilitary
subordination, it}s that of striking a-superior officer. Then
they say, ‘ A Garrison Court-Martial has been held on
“ board the Metcalf transport, at Spithead, on some men
¢ of the 4th regiment of foot, for disrespectful behaviour
< to their officers.”—And, without saying how much pu-
“nishment was.inflicted on one or the other, he accumulates
themy he says, *“ Two thousand six hundred lashcs were
¢t e'inflicted among them.” Then they «ake another
—¢ Robert Chilkman, a private in the Bearstead and Mal-
‘¢ Jing regiment of Local Militia, who was lately tried by
7t a Court-Martial for disobedience of orders, and muti-
¢ nous, and improper behavigur while the regiment was
“ embodied, has been found guilty of all the charges, and
“ sehtenqefi*zreceive eight hundred lushes, which are to
“ be inflicted on him at Chatbam, to which garrison he is
%¢ to be marched for that purpose.” These they proféss to
be extracts from the London Newspapers, They bave
taken from alighe London papess those sentences to which
they wished to atiract noti,é, as being excessive and se-
‘vere: ghen théy begin-they say, “ The Attorney General
¢ sajd very true ; these aggressors have certainly not been
¢¢ dealt with as Buonaparté would have treuted his re-
‘¢ _fractowy traops.”—And in fac<, all that folluws is a con-
tmet in favoor of Buonaparté, and the migrcy exhibited
by bim to histroops, and: the tyranpy exercised towards
the soldiers of "this copmizy; They ssy, « Here alone, in
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s this land of liberty, in this age of rcfincment, by 2
*¢ paople who, .with their usual consistency—" that seems
to be a fling at the consistency of the Country at large—
¢ have been in the habit of reproadhing their yeighbours
*¢ with the crucltyg of their funishments, is estill inflicted a
‘o spccaes of torture at fea as exqumte as any that wiks
"o ever devised by the irffernal ingenuity of the Inquisition.”
—1Is this temperate discussion ? ?, Is this a way in which the
reason can act for itself? Is 1t'not inflammatory discus-
sion, which overpowers the reason ? They go on—*¢ No, as’
¢ the Attorney Geueral justly says, Buoqapane d_gﬁ nat
“¢ treat his refractory troops in this manner. Thére imnot
“ 2 man in his ranls whose back is seamed with the
¢ lacerafing cat-o’-nine tails. His soldiers have neges yet
“ been bro@ up to view one of their .comrades stripped
¢ naked, his limbs tied with ropes to a triangular ma-
¢ chine, his back torn to the bone by the merciless,cuttin
whipcord.”—And so it goes on, pourtraying -‘the cir-
"eumstances that bglong ®' military punishment. - Then
they say—¢¢ Let it not be, supposed that we ntend these
¢ remarks to excite a vague aitd iudiscriminm‘r Eoti-
 ment against punishment by military law :....n0 ; when®
it is considered that discipline forms the soul of an army,
without which it \vould‘lbonce dcwenemte into a fob ;
when the description of persous wha compose %he body
of what is called an army} and the situation in gvhiche
“¢ it is frequently placed, are also taken jnto account, it
¢ will, we arc afraid, appear but too evident, that the
« military code must stal] Je kept distinet from the uvﬂ
and dmm«ruphed by glt.‘dt(.’l promptitude and severity.”
Then it is adusttted ghat there must be a greater degree of -
severity ; and the qudtiop is onfly, whetller it should be of
this description, or death; aauhf*t()e\ temperate discussion,
K
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there couid be no guestion more proper for cousideration.
But you will collect the motive from th® fairness of ihe
statement. If it is a fair balance of the account betwecn
Buonaparté and us, cyou may be inclined to think it
was not written with a bad motive, « Buonaparté is no
st favourite of ours, God wot | d do not know what that
means—-“ But if wercome to bafence accourtts with him
“ on this partxcuihr head, let us see low matters will stand,
“ He recruits his ranks by force,—-so do weJ’ Isthat fair?
‘. What is the mode by which the Army is recruited in this
Country ? The-Regular Army is not recruited by force.
The Militia is only that service which every man is liable to
‘ by the common law of the land. Antecedently*to the for-
¢ ma'txon of a regular army, every man was obligc8 to stand
“torthFor the, defence of the country, Thesiu®; which was
\erfoymed form4ly under a Commission of Anay, has
"smce, by the establishment of the Militia laws, been thrown
on the more’ capable ; and pérsons, with certain exceptions,
are bal‘aotea for. They learn for a hmltcd time the mili-
tary, exercice ; and are subject, during that period, to the
provwnoy’ wh'ch are familiar to you. The Local Militia is
a servicd' of the same nature, but for a shorter time. This
is the sort of force we resbrt to ;—a general ballot.

- Every® man who is at all acquainted with the lustory of -
the twoscountties, lmows that ﬁ'otlnng can cqual the rigour
-with wblch men of every mank and station are treated in
Franée. There they are all drawn out, and forced to serve
—how 2. in del'ence of their own land ? no; they may be
carried to Spam, to be opposed to the British troops, and
be made the instruments of the most ambitiows man that in
these times has been created. But': do'@knot end there,
it is not the merefmdmdwal—any relutive, who endeavours
to withdraw him, is Wto. pumshments of such horror,
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that an y one who reads the code of Conscn ptnox ill say it
expfids every tMing in the shape of a rulec of ™. The

parents are doomed to linger oyt their lives in the gallies,

or imprisonment. It is a matter of general history that they
military system in France is of the most cruel and salignant

mﬂlcuon'-ls the balance of 1he account thenstated fairly 2

% He récruits his ranks by force—so do w Is there any

parallel betwcen his f8rce, and the mcrezlauotmg for the

Militia?—for that is the only insthnce of force which applies

to thedefence of our land. Then the writer says, ¢ Weflog

¢ those whom we have forced—he docs nok={t may besaid,
¢ he punishes them in some manner—that i very {ruese—Hg

¢ imprischs his refraotory troops, occasionally in ch¥ins,,
¢ and in‘aggravated cases he puts them to death :—butany
“ of these #®Vitics is preferable to tying a human owsiture

¢ up and cutting his flesh to pieces withegyhipcord.”

Then he goes into an irritating detail of the piseri
which do arise from this punishment, dnd which de hamﬁ
up the feclings of men who consider them in dcjail. It
is an cvil that has ‘subsisted in the eyes of }ﬁe- Legislature,
and of that honourable body who constitut> thaOfficers of
the Army, and it has not been remedied. 1f ther;\re persons
who really feel for the private seldier, why not endeavour
to remedy the evil by private representation ? But when,
as at this moment, cvcr)‘ thing depends gn ths zeal and
fidelity of the soldier, can yo&concei\Fc that the exhibition
of the words ONE TH()UqAND LASHES, \ulh-strokcs
underncath to attract attenti ion, could be for iy other purpose
than to excited is affection ? Could it have fny other tendency
than that &f preventmg men from entering into the Army 2
If you feel W of pfat inflammatory nature, it is for you to
say, whether yougan do otlrerwise tgan consider it as a

means to promote th¥ end iy Nlcuiatod to produce?
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L hop.,;q 4 is an effor of this sort, and that its object is to
discour.; the soldiery, it will be unaraiifng.  These 12#r,
whio are represented as bging treated lgnomxmously, have
resented a front, and successfully, to every enemy against
whicl th~y have been opposed.
( 1 do not carry your minds Yoany particular n‘ﬁn'y; hut
‘on what occasign do.you find 1h& soldiery of "Gredt Brifain
ynmanntd “by llti clicct of our militiry code ? If it be ex-
pedient to change it, we,ope and trust that those who oc-
eupy places in the Legislature, or places of trust, will pay
Adieation to thesubject. This publication is not to diaw
ﬂ!cmttémwn ¢o it, if the evil be remediable g but scems in-
iuxﬂed {0 attract the attantion of the military,%and to in-
d!u:ecthsm to consider themselves as more degruded thgn
a,nym‘hcr soldiais in the woild—to makedtide n mote 1c-
Juctant soldiars, eand less ready to seive us at thi awful
cﬁai.;('and render the country that assistance without which
“we arc,collectively and indiyidually undone. 1 leave you
‘to say, covpling the context yith this balance of account
“ between Budhapart¢ and us, whether this publication has
1pet & tendency to produce the mischief aseribed to it.
Genll ren, it is generally expecicd that, under the sug-
“gestion ¥ the act of payikynent—it is not peremptory on
jue, but it is gencrally cxpected—that 1 should state my
npini“on . | h‘gvc no doubt that <liis Tibel has been publishied
gmth the intention inputed ot and that it 1 entitled to
Lthe chamctcr which is given to jt in the Information.

Tlie jmy mth(’r(m, and after remaining in consultation
Tho Bours, returmed a verdict’by which they found both
‘the Delendants NOT GUILTY












