District Intelligence Office
Iwelfth Naval District

Kamm Building, Room 608

717 Varket Street

San Francisco, California

< Qetober 1944

PYLE, make the following free and voluntary statement

1l Know to be a lieutenant in the U. S. Naval nasearve:

I was on 28 April 1944 appointed First Assistant Migineering Officar
5 e Jlaae N 41, a L.o. cargo ship, owned oy the war Shipping Admin-
lon and operated oy the Qliver J. Olson Steamship Company on Eovernmwnt
the U.o, Ariy. Ly home address is Route 3, Box 325, IC"iJ i
l am married anu have one adopted son and I am an American citl-
iviso, California, 25 June 1920, ;
Jawlv LICULET sailed from San Pedro. California, 12 lay 1944,
i:“tl? to Colombo via Fremantle, and was torpedoed at 0707

) or 1407 GCT, 2 July 1944 , dfprox1u;tmly 000 niles south of
3

1h shilp was making approximately ten a:d one-half knots, was

lacked-out and the radio gilent. The weather was overc ax-,, #ith occ: L.,J.wnal
lght breaking through, Vis S good and there

desk which is in the engineroom anidships
floor plates, when the explosion occurred.
outboard and aft, The portion of the vessel
emalned intact, 1 imw.ediatelv went to the throttle
nad then approximately four or five saeconds later
ruck the NICOLST, throwing me again in the sare girection,
reLainﬁu on my feet. 1 then want back to the throttle and
£ come, a4 decided list
made 1tself apparent., For an interval of avout f]
low at my post and, sinee no irord cane, dls:igsed
I'meat . me aind sacured the 3nhlrLuTKm“,.sa¢urﬁd Lthe ain engine and
to proceed to their ab ndon ship statio I then
ooKed for the Chief tngineer, but ]
shin station and I met the iate
aoandon ship; so 1 placed my 12 i**

steerad
ehigers of
11fe boat was
ﬂq;‘QLiLf*kasat..u ich was confortabl;
acnty=five people were composed
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nerchant crew, namely, the Chief Mate, Clem CanLIN; Radio Operator TILD:N;
Deck dngineer, Paul I, WITCH&M] plus members of the armed Guard crew and pass=—
sngers of the ship. The Chief Mate, C.{LIN, assumed comiand of the life boat
nd had directed that we pick up the various survivors. Aiter accomplishing
this task, he decided that we should go back and board the ship. hen we were
close to the 1.1COLiT, we sighted sunfire on the horizon., e turned back and
sent awav from the ship. On our course away from the ship, we sighted a couple
of 1ife rafts and drew alongside of tham, The Captain of the ship, Ba ase
FILSSON, was aboard one of the rafts. 2 talked over plans with the Captain,
and it was determincd that we sould ta. ¢ the Captain aboard our boat, who
ould direct us in picking up various other survivors and bring them to the
centrally located placs renrcsented by the two rafts,

Shortly «:icr a2 boarded our boat, the submarineg made its appearance
in the near vicinaty’, anu the first -uestions that were directed to us from
the submarine were in good dnglish, a2lthough 1 was unable to determine who was
uttering tneiw, The first questions were concerning the name of the vessel and
ths wherea outs oi the Laptain or shipt's officers, to hich we answered the
Joar WICULST, but advised the Japanscse that the ship's officers wzre still
aboard the vessel, Orders were ¢iven to us to come aboard t..e submarine.

They threw us 2 1line and we maneuvered up to the side w#hen they ordered us to
come aboard. e started going abo rd and a Japanese crew an of the submarine
helped us over the railing alongside the connin. tower, fter all the Survi-
vors had gained the deck of the submarine, tha Japinescd proceeded to fire upon
the life boat with machine guns in an attempt to sink the sane, which was ap-
parently accomplished, as 1 never saw it again. The Japancse immediately
stripped us of all our possessions, with the axception of clothes., gJach one
of the twunty-five members of our boat, including Captain LILSSUN of the
NICOGLET, were bound with our hands tied behind our bicks. e were then led
forqard and told to assume 2 sitting position with specific ord.rs not to look
back, During my c¢ntire stay aboard the submarinz, I did not s::2 2ny men that
I assuscd to be Japancse naval of ficars, but, instead, s7 only Japanzse Crew
ombers who ware dressad 1in khaki shorts with a rad patch upon their left
sleeve, apparently dusignating thelr affiliation with thc Japanese Imperial
Javv, and later, when 1 nas ~uestioned at Colombo, 1 heard other members of

aw state thit they saw a Japanese of ficer with a samari sword aboard the

The first man to be bound was Jililam LAUSSR, utility inessman
(phonatic), who was led forvrard and, for no apparent reason at all, was shot
wnd shoved ovir the sid: and 1 yatched his body float by e into the sz:a. 1
s t doasn, as 1 s2id buofore, and while I was sitting down, T was struck ovar
the head and around the shouldurs with 2 blunt object and kicked 1n the ribs.
Iater, 2 crewnan chme Along and decided he wanted a pair of shoes., He tried
to t~ke mine off, but my working sho:es w2ra too large for him, so ha cracked
me in the ankles and went on about his business. During this period, the
submarine continued to pick up survivors fron the 5.5. J 24N RICOL.T and bring
then aboard in much the same fashion as our group and at one¢ tine I would
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OCudacte thure wore 2pproximately ninety survivors aboird the submaring,
2.though 1ost of them woere aft of my position and I was w.able to see thum
or identifly them, and the only onaes whom I can positively state were 2board

subnrine with me arc the i’olloningi

Coptadn Nlioo0l

Clom ClulLll, Crniof wite

Jaii2s ..}iTL..i_.:.I'J, Chiict Jklt:indul'

Arciis 110, .-.id., naval tachnici-an
boatsvinin of the Jsdi MICOLeT

Bill L1ID 47, Commercial fiadio Oparator
Corl aUS4'BaUL, firenan and wat.rtondor
Roburt (alKdt, fircrioan and watartendar
One¢ ariy doctor (n-me uninown)

army 2ir of‘icer (nam: unknown)

vne Armad Guard memb:r (name unknown)

Stortly after coming aboard, Capntain IILSS0N, First Vificer (lom CuULIN and

iadlo Operator WI1IDA iddentifiod thoemsulves to the Japonis: commander and Wara |

tiken back to the conning tow.r for ~ucstioning and I did riot sce¢ them again,
th: 2bov: indicatecd puople, the onl» one that I ¢an nositivily state sur-

xperienc: is Carl ~OSANB .Ul , fireman and watertander of the Jeal
s Piciked up by the rescuce ship S.3. HOXA.

All cexpressions th-t were aireeted at me were in Japanesz, but I haard
som. .nglish buing spoken by members of the submarirnc erew and one directed 2
uzstion to an unidontified purson as to whether or not he had evir attendod
oan Francisco Junior Jollige, buring this tine I uas sitting down, 1 was able

nemb2rs bein, subjected to the sane treationt as I, namely, thoy
¢, beaten up with clubs, pipes and other metal and rooden ingtrun:nts,
Boats..nin (name unknown) of the JuaN MICULLAT was stunr.ed and rendered seni-

uniconscious, but the others sustaiined the blows as nuisance attacks. Aftor
o.coming woary froi. sitting in onc position, I loaned back on my «lbows ~nd
18 suverely beatoen upon the head by sone obijzet ~nd momentarily lost con-

sciousnc¢ss from the blow, 1 tried to assuns my original sitting position again

L

and failed to have energy to do so and was ag21n b2aten on the shoulders and

tha hoad with gome heoavy objeet tihieh I could not sca, Aftor this, I decided !

Lo Keel over on ny side nnd +28 subjected to a fow wore blows and a couple

Ki1Ccks in the¢ ribs and 1. to 12 thaere.

shortly nfter this, th. portion of tha submarince deck where I was on
bacuwe auash, as we were underway in the swells of the s 2, and the sky w's
still overcast with the moon shining through broken c¢louds, At this tima,
hich I cstimate to b: about 2230, wa werc orderad to iatch the firing by the
Japan2se submarine upon our bur ing ship, tha 0.,5. J 24N LICOLST, with 4 twin
five=inch ;un which was mounted on tha forodeck of tha submm>rine, If w.

L

f=1led to hoed their commind, which was in Japanesa, they would jab us in the

:

|
%
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face with their biyroncts to enforce their damind to turn our heads., Two shots
2re lired from the subm~rince which struck the sterm of the NICOLIT. Somawhar:
“round midnight, I was picked up and led aft, -t which timo I noticed the deck
guns beling se¢curad and that thirty or thirty-five survivors of our vesscel were
still sitting on the¢ submarine deck. I learnad then that the Japanese crav
aere vmploying o toctic somewhat similar to the old Indi=n practice of ranning
the gruntlet wherein they force survivors to pmass batw:un two linus of men
irfied with clubs, bors nd other blunt objects and, when r aching the ond,
being vithor shoved or knocked into the s2a to droun. WOnrently this procass
had b:ien going on for sometine buifere I was ei1lled to take mv turn ~nd T sstie
Late tht approximatal; sixty people had beun handled in this fashion prior to
my adventure. Then 1 .as led to the front of two linas composed of Japancse
submAring creas nembers facing one wuwother and iorrmang the gauntlet line with
pproxim-.tely eight men on tiie inboard line nd four or five on the outboard.
hon I momentarily stopped to surve; the situztion, I wnas struck a terrific
blow 1t the base of my head which caused me to fecl a sersation similar to A
pouncing ball. From there on, 1 was shoved down througi: the two lines of

Jopunese who r.ined blows upon my body and head with v.rious objuects which 1

438 too stunned and dazed to identify, although 1 was 1 tur =dvisad by my docto
th2t 1 had beon cut with 2 bivonet or sword in the procass,

en I reacned tha - the gruntdet, 1 fell inte what “ppeared to
m2 to be A hite founv s:a rprrantly 1 ST conscliousniss briefly nd was
under water ior 1 fouw s«=conas. it suortl e to the surface and attempted
€O . "1n my bearings, 1 s 11t the subm 1] Was gOlllF ../ay I'iom me about
fifty or sixty y-rds from my position -t 1pproximately five or six wnots :nd
from there I sas unable to tell what had happenad to the other twanty-five or
thirty survivors nbo~rd the submirine deck. I asswmed thot T would drown, but
naturnl desire tc live kept me ~float, which I did oy floating ~nd treading
A ter for aprroxirntely eight hours with my hands tied bahind my Lack, During
mr struggle to keep nfloat, I heard erics for holp from dving s arouning
Liembers of the I11U0L J1's complencent. ith increasing visibility due to divhres
1l heard too men appare tly in the water tulking to on: anothur, who aid not see

L | i Wy

1€ to thau

to b2 helpless, so my hopaes wier: immediately buoved nd I beean c¢ 1114
Finally mv calls were acknowled, od and our identitics nade Lnown. Thaey viere

\ T 5T 4 2 m , s s b : " TR - . - .
V ul ij'.1JiH1LJ.Ll-]-I- 9 4lg Jo oy A4 L ANV d.l‘;..Jd Jurd -irlllSt'-;f‘. il L1 b:r? thi2 nama of

L
"4

002U ORI, G 2e, who ware swimming towards the J o CICOL JT,

gh listing “nd burning badly, was still aflo't about ~ mile and A

. * position, Finally, .¢ sighte ne wmother 'nd they eame over to

' G succeeded 1n unt: ing. myv hands which w. bournidd behind my back. {2 th:n

started out swimming agiin in the gonceral diroction of th. ship in saéarch of
floating dcbris or som: means of 611ning buoyancy. I also not:d that the
moring was not in sight, ~s it n-d pprrently submerged, with the remp~ini
survivors on board b:ing woshed off of its duck in the procsss, whan it

wariied of the approach of British patrol plan<¢ wshich flew over the ocurning

vesscl 2t 0130 that morning, shich 1 neard, but did not su.
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ahile we wore s..mming towards the LICOL.UT, I not:d th~t .YhOZU: SKI
was weahening rapidly anc h.lped him for a period, but s2w that wo would both
be lost if I spunt too much of r - strength in this fashion, so I told him I
would swim on to th. ship and at.empt to get some help ~nd retriave him, while
¢ was proc:eding mers slowly towards the vuss:l, 7This was agreeable sith him
and 4 proczuedaed on, V. 4D ZHURST 2grecd Lo stay wita YO Us onl nd, whilu
suimming torerds the NICOL!T, I eams upon 2 U,S. Army c~ptain by th¢ nans of
GUSSA K, .‘ho was also in 2 :al m.ed condition and I advised him th-t I would
1ttempt to gain help for him also around th: vessel which was still \pproximatc-
1y 2 mil: »nd ~ half wway on 2 comp r tivelr simooth but 2 swelling sea, 1 Pon~f
tinued to swim for another half hour towsrds the LICUL AT ~nd cama upon 2 muemboer
of the armcd Gu-rd crew whom I believe to b *Jth,r wobert Calvin BUTL ix, Slc,
or Yilliam f~rl LI'ULKS, R 3¢, whose hands wure still bound behind his b-ck .nd
ho was suffuering from 2 sev:r: gash over his ay3, 1 attompted to rel:nss him
from his bonds, but w~s un=bl. to do so, so 1 ~dvisced him I would proceced on
tor h:lp and r:scu¢ him 2t th: :arlicst opportunit-, During this interi m, 1
noted that ~t least thre. scout and observation planes had baen flying over the
r2n, J1 continucd s.ii 2ing for approxim tely an hour vhen onz of thas: planes
dropped me 2 life prescrver ith slight provisicns attached »nd on the raturn
iv2P, thuy dropp:d m:¢ ancther life prescrver, At this tima, I debated whether
to eontinu: on or take this hilp back to the fellows I had left b. shind, as 1
noticed that the 5.5, Jii HWICULLUT had sunk beneath the surface of the sua and
would conly offur debris as possible buoyvaney. I then determined to return to
then and of fur assistwic:., Finnlly aft:r an hour or so of swimming, I ran into
VanDShHUOT and . YiaOZUl.0LI, who had bucn saun by the¢ planc¢ and had been dropped
one¢ life prescrver, 1 gave .y spare 1ifu prescerver to Y.OLUMSKLI and then wo
lade plans as to what to do, They dzeided to star in onec spot and shortly after-
A°rds we sighted an object on the horizon, about 0130, which l:tor .2 identified
s 2 life raft with men upon it, e decided to swim to it and upon re¢aching it,
w3 discovered iobert Flo;d WUVILL, armed Gu.rd mab :r; P ul . . ITCH.m, Dack
mgineer; Captain GLOUACI , Leoede? 2nd 3UTLUR or oL Olis. They invited VANDER-
EURST, YROZU. SLI 'nd mysclf abo~rd, which we accaptad, e uﬁﬁnud in this

ot
rift during the reoneindor of the afternoon ~nd ~11 through tha ght, during
nich tlue ¢ noted thot a patrol plane was droppin . fl-aras =nd .lso 1 suarch-
light was saen on tha er_LZOn which we nasswiued to b: a sub.iorine, but sincze we
hnd no me~ns of illumination, n:ither s w us.

The next morning, 4 July 1944, 2t approximatoly U730, a vussel was saeén
on the horizon by us, but who app-: ,ntly had not ceen our eraft, as it remained
in our vicinity approximately a mile aw y and thun nroceeded to steam WY e
Approximately 0800, 2 libar-tor p-trol craft flew over us and dropped su.o0keo
flares in our vicinity ~nd shortl:; ther:aftcr, n PRY plane flew over and dropped

1l rge number of smoi.: bombs in our ar:a whieh this time pparently caught the
~ttention of the lookouts on the rescue vessel whicn l:ter turnad out to b2 the
hUXA, which turned back and pickad us up at 1pproxinntely 1000, 4 July 1944,
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ftor being t-kon 2bord
clot; ur:& uid 211 the

arr J‘Vﬁl T Addu jltoll

ship, .¢ wera given first -~id ang food,

fleCéssary resuscitants and wel'd Not questioned until
whéere British r“V“l ‘uthorities inturr

cerning the torpe iu¢u* .d subsc .uent Sinking of the o.5. Joalv LICOLAT. This

vesscl had, in 1ll, rescued tuunty thr € Survivors vho wera b2ing quunt'onud

AL tuis port and in t} process of the interrogation relative to the

tion had on bo-rd the subniiring b ‘tWeen the Japanesa crev L.aibers

vors of the LICOLEAT, oné of the Parties being intervi. wed, whomnm

) .f‘t 11n Gl JODAL T

s UsD. iay volunteered the information that na had
onvarsation betweuen incmber of the Ja

1j)2nasa qunlrlnd Criw and
the . ICOLAT cone. 2rning whethar or not an Alvin T. | Q
the 3.8, Jiu NICOLAT nd he was unabla to tell wh 'ther or not the
the affirmative or the i "’f'tIVg, I p 2rsonally know th-t alvin 1, r iKon
\rd the 5.0, Jl BICOI L'y, but I did not sac him, 2s far as
12 torpadoir the V‘”S‘l md do not know
intorrogatad by the Jip-

Og"ted us con-

| aa.i\.- . J'.[t 4 I .

what became of nim
2rning his idontity

o

U1CS ¢ Cconce

tr“nkic;fud 1o Colombo,
| st W TVLiaWad “nd intorrogated b U.S. Nay.l
38 nd j e CC288 ( | j!]t_fl“l‘f;;? : _
nf} ~two survivors,
nembers of the Jap-

abo rd the 3.5. J.

Th . lollowing -
. Foring erew of the <.,
Ceylon:

Uthor-

2stion:d wvh

a8 the first nerber of Liils group to leave Colownbo the J.8S.
Lo G, FliuluR, rriving in Now York & oeptarbar 1944, wharas I Vas 2gain in-
terrogated by nav~l and U.S. GOVernient agencics. olnce ~rriving in the United
Sto tt..u. 1 .]_'J'"‘.I"I.':}d that [ive meirbars 0f thi EX G e iboard ]11',,:1‘t:r’ :'*hiﬂ.a
17.e unknown, which is proccading tow~ ne eas 18U of the United otates,
port ui:kno.ni, The remnlning four arc bo na for th 8T coast of tha United
St tes S passcngers abo rd 2nother nino ‘n sh r

ool [ the three sum 1ving
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:ngars of the 5.0, Jéu! LICOLAT, .rchice HO .aRD, naval technicion, was
ttached to the haval Linison Office in Colombo, Captain GUSSACL, U,3.a.,
to bew De¢lhi, India, ~nd the enlisted army mn, name unknown,

20OC J'-Jd-ﬁd o) §
rry basc in the 'siatic theatre of op:rations,

flo.n Lo soie 2dVu cud
pliC.2 unknoun,

going statement, consisting of seven (7) pages,

I hve re ;
is true to the bost of my knowlu:dge and belief.

including tlhils page,

[ 8/ Ch".r]_is e F*ilt-_-.
Char'!ecs 4. PYLZS

. Subserib:d ~nd sworn to before me this 9th day of October 1944, ~t San Fran-
cisco, C2lifornin,

/s/ V, C. Dowall, Lt,
V. C. DO.isll
llit irxr‘nt, L.dti odle

e illegible

o ——— - -—

nY

1{. o El'lb_,l‘t Y lC U-J-it#-i'ht
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