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TRUE READI G February 6, 1938
CODE GRAY

CODED BY AAM/JE

AMEMBASSY SECSTATE JMEMBASSY AMERICAY CONSUL

KANKQW WASHIYGTON FEIFING SEANGHAI

49 Febmary 6, 5, D.M,

Yestercav afternoon Major General Amaysa, the new garrison commander,
gave a weleoming tea at the Japancse Embagsy for the foreign diplomatic
representatives in Nenking during the course of which he made a long
etatement outlining kie cpinion on the local situation and in which he
critized the attitude of the foreigners who had been sending abroad re~
norte of Japanese atrocities and encourazing the Chinese in their anti-
Japanese feeling., The gist of {the statemont is given below, Because
of the importrence and length of ithe statement an opportunity was taken
7f erecking this morning with my British and German colleagues for po8~-
sible errore or omiesions and it is therefore believed that the follow-
ing pummarv is substantiallv accurate,

The general regretted the prominance which hac¢ been given abroad %o
reports of atrocities committed in Nanking by Japanese troops end in ex-
tenuation »oint-d out the long and strenuous fighting end the unexpect-
=dly strong resictance of the Chinere, The ranid advance had caused a
failure of food sunvulies and the ehausticn of the troops had led to a
laclk of discipline and hence looting And violence. However, he adced
that the Japanese tro-oe were the best discinlined in the world and that
in the RUSSO-JAPANZSE WAR and in the Manchurian Incident, which had been
comnaratively mild there had bern no atrocities, He hoped Zuropeans and
Auerlicane would refrain from criticism and remain nn-lookers and thus
respect the grrat Japanese nation. IEnde vors were now being made to
ristore discipline, The Japanese Bnldiers were not hoetile to Chinese
citizens but they were angry at the existence nf snipers and s2i=s among
the latter resulting from the anti-Jarvanese spirit which Chiang Kai-shek
had instilled among the people as ' ell as among the Chinere soldiers,

It wag ptated t- be the deeire nf the Jananese military to restore
rder and nermal conditions in Nanking &s so-n ss wossible, In Yangchow,
from which nlace the general has just come, relations between Chinese and
Japanese were gond btut in Nanlting interference by foreigners which en-
couraged continuance n¥ anti-Japancee fesling amongst the lncal Chinese
ncpulation, had hinder-d a return t» normal and large numbers of Chinese
continurd to live in the sn-called "Safety Zone.," He referred parti-
cularly to remorts and aclivities of natinnale of a "certain country"
whick were damrging relations between Japen and that country. (This
"bvinusly refere to the United Statre,) The general exoressed dislike
of the attitude nf a judge in a law court taken by the foreigners and
warned them tliat their criticisms and interference between Chinese ana
Japanese would anger the Japanese troops and might lead to some unpleasant
incident, He asked to be trusted and geve assurances that he would do
his best to restore order and normal life in the city and that foreign
livee and proverty would be nrotected. He requested foreign representa-
tives to discues their difficulties with him as far as they concerned
nrotection of foreign prolerty but to refrain from interferance with
matters which concerned the Chinese,

After the conclusion of the stutement hu asked for criticien and
comments from the foreisners prosent but none 2r them sorke., When asked
if it would be poss.ble to have a copy of thao remarks Counseior Hidaka
of the Japsnese Embassy scated that it was not an official siatement,

The statemenl wae cbviously directed mainly agaiast tha Internsbional
Relief Commjibtee, znrmposed moetly o1 Anericane but with a German chairman,
This Committee hoo Teen feeding 59,000 Chinase retfucsern Jeliv ard has been
extremely active in al.emoting to prevent aad in rejcriing Japaacso
ntrocities, In view of this strong opnoeition on the part of the local
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military authorities to the International Committee instructions are

requested as to how far this office should go in sssisting the Committee he %
in 1ts humanitarian activities, |

Sent to Embassy Hankow, Reneated té the Depaertment, Peiping and % :
Shanghai, Shanghail plesse repeat to Tokyo. : |

Allison ‘ '
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