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ABRAMAM LINCOLN
L—THE *KENTUCKY® HOME

Not for from *Hodgensville,? in Kentucky,
there once lived 2 man whose name was Thomnas
Linccln. This man had built for himself a little
log cabin by the side of a brock, where there
was an ever-flowing spring of water.

There was but cne rcom in this cabin. On
the sid> next to the breck there was a low
doorwey; and at cne end there was a large
fireplace, built of rough stones and clay. The
chimnsy was very broad at the boftom and
narrow a5 the top. It was made of clay, with
flat stones and slender sticks Iaid around the
outside to *kesp it from® *falling apart.*

In the wall, on one side of the fireplacs,
there was a sjquare hole for a window. But
there was no glass in this window. In the
swmer it was *left open® all the time. In cold
weather a deerskin, or a piece of coarse cloth,
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was hung overit to *keep out® the wind and
the snow. Af night, or on stormy days, the
skin of a bear was hung across the doorway;
for there was no *door on hinges’ to be opened
and shut.

There was no ceiling to the room. But the
inmates of the cabin, by looking up, could ses
the bare rafters and the rough rcof-boards,
which Mr. Lincoln himself had split and hewn.
There was no floor, but only the bare ground
that had bsen smoothed and beaten until it
was as level and hard as pavement. For chairs
there were only blocks of wood and a rude
berich on one side of the fireplace. The bed
was a little platform of poles, on which were
spread the furry skins of wild animals, and a
pafchwork quilt of homespun gocds.

In this poor cabin, on the 12th of February,
1809, a baby boy was born. There was already
one child in the family—a girl, two years old,
whose name was Sarah. The little boy grew
and betame strong like cother babies, and his
parents named him Abrahan, *after his grand-
father,' who had been killed by the Indians
many years befare |
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When he was old enough to run about, hs
liked to play under the irees by the cabim door.
Sometimes he would go with his little sister
into the woods and watch the birds and the
squirrels. He had no playmates. He did nof
know the meaning of toys or playthings. But
he was a happy child and had many pleasant
wWhys.

Thomas Lincoln, the father, was a kind-
hearted man, very strong and brave. Sometimes
he would take the child on his knes and tell
him strange, true stories of the great forest,
and of the Indians and the fierce beasts that
roamed among the woods and hills. - For Tho-
mas Lincoln had always lived on the wild
frontier; and he would rather hunt desr and
ofher gams in the forest than do anything else.
Perhaps this is why he was so poor. Perhaps
this is why he was content to live in the liftle
log cabin with so few of the *comforts of life.?

But Nancy Linceln, the young mother, did
not complain. She, too, had grown up among
the rude scenes of the backwoods. She had
never known better things. And yet she was
*by nature'® refined and gentile; and people who
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knew her said that she was very handsomse.
She was a model housskesper, too; and her poor
log cabin was the neatest and best-kept house
in all that neigiborhood.

No woman could be busier than she. She
knew how to spin and weave, and she made all
the clothing for her family. She knew how to
wield the ax and the hoe; and she could work
on the farm or in the garden when her help
was needed. She had also learned how to shoot
with a rifle; and she could *bring down' a deer
or other *wild game'® *with as much ease®®
*as could her husband.* And when the game
was brought home, she could *dress'® it, she
could cock the flesh for foed, and of the skins
she could make clothing for her husband and
children.

There was still ancther thing that she could
do—she could read; and she read all the bocks
that she could *get hold of.!* She taught her
husband the letters of the alphabet; and she
showed him how to write his name. For Tho-
meas Lincoln had never gone to school, and he
had never learned how to read. As soon as
little Abraham Lincoln was old encugh to un-
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derstand, his mother read stories to kim from
the Bible. Then, while he was siill very young,
she taught him to read the stories for himself.
v The neighbors thought it & wonderful thing
{hat so small a boy cculd read. There wers
very few of them who could do as much. ~ Few
of them thought it “of any great use' to learn
how to read. Thers were no schoolhouses in
that part of Kentucky in those days, and of
course there were noc public schools.

One winter a *raveling schoolmaster'
came that way. He got *leave® {o use a cabin
not far from Mr. Lincoln’s, and *gave notice®®
that he would teach school for two or three
weeks. The people were too poor to pay him
for teaching longer. The name of this school-
master was Zachariah Riney.

" The young people *for miles around®
flocked to the school. Most of them were big
boys and giris, and a few were grown up young
men. The only litfle child was Abraham Lin-
coln, and he was not yet five years old.

There was only one book studied at that
school, and it was a spelling book. It had some
easy reading lessons at the end, but these were
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not to be read until after every word in fthe
book had been spelled. You can iinagine how
the big boys and girls felt when Abraham
Lincoln proved that he could spell and read
better than any of them.

H.—WORK- AND SORREW

In the autumn, just after Abreham Lincoln
was eight years old, his parents left their Ken-
tucky home and moved to Spencer county, in
*Indiana.*? It was not yet a year since Indiana
had become a state. Iand could be bought
very cheap, and Mr. Lincoln thought that he
could make a good living there for his family.
He had heard also that game was plentiful in
the Indiana woods.

It was not more than seventy or eighty
miles from the old home to the new. But it
seemed very far, indesd, and it was *a good
many days® before the travelers reached their
journey’s end. Over a part of the way there was
no road, and the movers had to cut a path for
theimselves through the thick woods.

The boy, Abraham, was tall and very
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strong for his age. He already knew how %o
handle anax, and few men could shoot with a
rifle better than he. He was his father's helper
m all kinds of work.

It was in November when ¢he fanily came
to the place which was to be their fubure home.
Winter was *near at hand.*® Therse was no
house, nor sheller of any kind. What would
become of the patient, tired mother, and the
gontlo little sister, who had borne themselves
so bravely during the long, hard jocurney?

No socner had the horses basn lcosed from
the wagon than Abraham and his father were
*at work? with their axes. In a short thmne
they had built what they called & *‘camp.”’
This cammp was but a rude shed, made of poles
and thatched with leaves and branches. It was
enclosed on three sides, so that the chill winds
or the driving rains from the north and west
could not enter. The fourth side was left open,
and in front of it a fire was built. This fire
*was kept burning®® all the time. It warmed
the interior of the camp. A big iron kettle was
hung over it *by means of*" a chain and pole,
and in this ketf{le the fat bacon, the venison,
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the beans, and the cora were boiled for the
family’s dinner and supper. In the hot ashes
the good mother baked luscious ‘““corn dodgers,”
and sometimes, perhaps, a few potatees.

In one end of the camp were the few cooking
utensils and little articles of furniture *which
even the poorest house cannot do without.?®
The rest of the space was the family sitting
rocm and bedroom. The floor was covered with
leaves, and on these were spread the furry
gking of deer and bears, and other animals,

It was in this camp that the family spent
their first winter in Indiana. How very cold
and dreary that winter must have been! Think
of the stormy nights, of the shrieking wind, of
the snow and the sleet and the bitter frost! It is
not much wonder *if,® before the spring months
came, the mother’s strength began to fail.

But it was a busy winter for Thomas Lin-
coln. Every day his ax was heard in the wocds.
He was clearing the ground, so that in the
spring it might be planted with corn and vege-
tables. He was hewing logs for his new houss;
for he had *made up his mind,*® now, to have
something better than a cabin.
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The woods were full of wild animals. If
was easy for Abrabam and his father to kill
plenty of game, and thus keep the family
supplied with fresh meat. And Abrahain, with
choppmn' and hewmn' and huntmrr and trapping,
was very busy for a little boy. He had but
little time to play; and; since he had mo play-
mates, we cannof know whether he even wanted
to play. With his mother, he "read over and
over® the' Bible stories which both of them
loved so well. And, during the cold, stonny
days, When he could not leave the camp, his
mother taught him how to write.

In the spring the new house was raised,
It was only a hewed log house, with one room
below and a *loft® above, But it was so much
better than the old.cabin in Kentucky that if
seamed like a palace. The family had become
so *tired of*® living in the “camp,” that they
moved- info the new house before the floor- was
laid, or-any deor hung at the deorway.

Then came the plowing and the planting
and the heeing. Everybody was busy from
daylight “to dark. There were so many trees
and stuinps that there was *but little room®
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for the cern to grow.

The summer passed, and autumn came.
‘Then the poor mothér’s sirength *gave out.*
‘She could no longer *a0 about her household
duties?®. She had to *depend more and more
-upor™ the help that her children could give
her. At length she bscame *too fecble " to™
leave her bed. She called her boy to her side.
She put her anns about him and said: “‘Abra-
hain’ I am going away from you, and you will
never see me again. I know that you will
always be good and kind to your sister and
father. Try to live as I have taught you; and
to love your heavenly Father.”

On the 5th of October she *fell asleep,*
never to wake again. Under a big Sycaxnoré
tree, half a mile from the house, the neighbors
dug the grave for the mother. of Alwaham Lin-
coln. And there they buried her in silence
and great sorrow. '

There was' no minister there to *conduct
religious ssrvices.*? In all that new couniry
there was no church; and no holy man could
be found to speak *words of comfort and kope"
te the grieving ones around the grave. But
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the boy, Abraham, remembered a traveling
preacher, whom they had known in Kentucky.
The name of this preacher was David Elkin.
*If he would only come!®

And so, after *all was over,”® the lad sat
down and wrote a letter to David Elkin. He
was only a child nine years old, but he be-
lieved that the gocd man would remember his
poor mother, and come. '

It was *po easy task* to write a letter.
Paper and ink were not *things of common
use,® as they are with us. A pen had to be
made from the quill of a gooss. But at last
the letter was finished and sent away. How
it was carried I do not know; for the 1nails
werte few and *far between® in those days,
and the postage was very high. It is "more
than likely¥ that some friend, who was going
into Kentucky, undertcok to have it finally
handed to the good preacher.

Months passed. The leaves were again on
the trees. The wild flowers were blosscming
in the woods. Af last the preacher came. He
had ridden 2 hundred miles on horseback; he
had forded rivers, and traveléd through patiless
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woods; he had *dared®™ the dangers of the wild
forest: all *m answer to*® the lad’s beseeching
letter. He had no hope of reward, *save®® that
which is given to every 1ian who does his duty.
He did not know that there would comse a time
when the greatest preachers in the world would
envy him his sad task.

And now the friends and neighbors ga-
thered again urnder the great sycamore - free.
TPhe funeral sermon was vpreached. Hymmns
were sung. A prayer was offered. Words of
comfort and sympathy wers spoken.

From that time forward the mind of Ab-
rahamn Lincoln was filled with a high and _po’qle
purpose. In his earliest childhood his mother
had taught him to love truth and justice, fo
be honest and upright among men, and to
reverence God. These lessons he never forgot.
Long afterward, when he was known as a very
great man, he said: ‘“All that I am, or hope
toc be, I *owe to™ my angel mother.”

.—THE NEW MOTHER
= mwi’he log house, Wh'lch Abraham Llncoln

< RIS i

called his home, was now more lonely and
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cheerless than beore. *The sunlight of his
mother’s, presence®® had gone ‘out of it forever.
His sisfer Sarah, twelve years old, ‘was the
housekeeper and cook. HIS father had not yet
found time to 1ay a floor in the house, or to
hang 2 door. There were great crevices: between
the logs, through. whmh the wind and the rain
drifted on every stormy day. There was not
much comfort in such a house. .

But the lad was never idle.. In the long
winter days, when there was no work to be
done, he spent the time in reading or in trying
to improve his writing. There were very faw'
books in.the cabins of that *backwoods settle-
ment, 5 But if Abraham Lmooln heard of one, '
He could ot rest Hill"he had borrowed it and -
read it;

Another summer passed, and th;en another
winter. Then, one day, Mr. meoln ‘went on
a visit to Kentucky, leaving' his two thildren
and. their gousin, Dennis Hanks,, at -home, to

*care for"‘ the house and the faiin. I do not
Know how long he smyed away, ‘but - could
not have been many weeks. One evening,, the
children were surprised to see a four-horse.wa-
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gon *draw up® befare the door. Their father
was in the wagon; and by his side was a kind-
faced woman; and, sitting on the straw at the
bottoma of the wagon-bed, there were three well-
dressed children—iwo girls and a boy. And
there were some grand things in the wagon,
too. There were six *solit-bottomed chairs,” a
bureau with drawers, 3 wcoden chest, and a
feather bsd. All these things were very won-
derful to the lad and lassie who had never
known the use of such luxuries.

‘‘Abraham and Sarah,” said Mr. Lincoln,
as he leaped from the wagon, I have brought
you a new mother and a new brother and two
new sisters.” The new mother greeted them
very kindly, and, no doubt, .looked with gentle
pity upon them. They were barefooted; their
scant clothing was little more than *rags and
tatters;™ they did not look much like her own
happy children, whom she had cared for so well.

‘And now it was not long until a great
change was made in the Lincoln hane. A floor
was laid, a door was hung, a window was made,
the cievicds between the logs were daubed with
clay. The house was furnished in fine style,

1
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Wxth ‘the chairs and the bureau and the feather
bed: 'THe Kind, Hiaw ‘mother brought sunshing
and’ haps sinfo the place thdt had ence béen
so; cheerlws

Wlth the young lad, Denms Ha.nkb, there
fers now six childfen in the family. But all
were' ' treatéd ' with the same motherly care.
And so, *in the - nidst of”* much hard. Work
there were many pleas:mt days for them ail

<I¥,—~ SCHOOL AND BOOKXS

Not, very Ionw after this, the people of the
nelghborhood *nade up their minds® that they
must have a scheolliouse. - And so, one day af-
ter harvest, the men met together and choepped
down tl;ees, and built a little low-roofed logz
cabm %o serve for that purpose. If you could
fee ‘that cabin. you would think it a queer kind
of 'schoolhcuse. . There was no floor. There
was only.one wmdow, and in it were strips of
greased paper pasted across, instead of glass,
Therg; were no desks, but only rough benches
made of logs spht in halves In one end of
the room was a huge fireplace; at the other
—80—



AREFRES S TSRS T;
BHERERR . WS RH LR, E-R AR

AABET T WA BERRREWIE - Bk B4

BESRATIEL PR ERE TR AT

WSS E

SESETRA BIE B NV L ek
5 AR VR, B AP B SRR A R T
R AR RO R AEBREZ A JulMR R BB SR
S RSE R R LR W . R RE—
B B A B T bR, iR
S VR R HO RN, TR B e S H R AN
Bt AR B S SR B AR RGP 11 0

58, 30-- 2 51y 3993?%‘5‘ :



end was the low doorway.

The first (@acher was a.man whose rame -
was Azel Dorsey. The *term of school“’ was
Vet short; for $hé ‘Settlers conldnet-afford to
pay him muc};. It ‘was in midwinter, for fhen
‘thiore Sk o Wk Tor” the big boys to do af
home;- .. And .the- plfr bays, as well as; the girls
and the smaller boys, *for miles around,*
came in o learn what they could from Azel
Dorsey. The most of the. children studied only
spelling; but some of the larger ones learned
w-ea.dm«T and writing and arithietic..

“Theére were not véry many scholars, for
‘the -houses: in that new settlement were few
and far apart. School began at an early hour
in thei wpraing, and did not close wuntil the
sun was down.

“Fist how" Abraharn *stood® in his classes’

I.do. not . know, but I anust ‘believe that he
studﬁed hard and did every thing as well as
he «could,” In the arithoietic . which be nsed,
be wrote these lines:

« Abraham iLincoln,
His hand and pen,-
He will be: goed,

——
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But God knows when,”

In a few weeks, Azel Dorsey’s "school
*eame to 2 close;® and Abraham Lincoln was
again as busy as ever abouf his father’s farm.
After that he attended school only two or
three short terms. If all his school days were
*put together® they would not make a twelve-
month. But he kept on reading and studying
at home. His stepmother said of him: “He
read everything he could *lay his hands on.®
When he *came across® a passage that struck
him, he would write it down on boards, if he
had no paper, and keep it until he had got
paper. Then he would copy it, look ab it,
*eommit it to memory,” and repeat it.”

Among fthe books that he read were the
Bible, the *Pilgrin’s Progress,® and the pcems,
of *Robert Burns.”” One day he walked a long
distance to *borrow a bock of a farmer.™ This
bock was *Weemns's™ Life of Waskingion He
read as much as he could while walking hane.
By that time it was dark, and so he sat down
by the chimney and read by fire light until
bedtime. Then he took the book to bed with him
in the *loft,” and read by the light of a tallow

—~34—
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candle. In an hour the candle *burned out.”
He Iaid the book in a crevice-between two of
the logs of the cabin, so that he might begin
readlnn' again as soon as it was dayhrrhto

But in the night a storn *came up.” The
Trednt was blown in, and the book was *wet
through "and through.”” In the morning, when
Abrahain awoke, he saw what had happened.
He dried tho leaves as well as he could, and
then finished reading the book. As soon as he
had eaten his breakfast, he hurried to carry the
bodk to its owner. He explained how the acci-
dent had happened.

" “Mr. Crawford,” he gaid, “I am willing to
pay you for the book. I have no money; but,
if you will let me, I will work for you until
I have mads ifs price.”” Mr. Crawford thought
that the book was worth seventy-five cents, and
that Abraham’s work would be worth about
twenty-five cents a day. And so the lad helped
the farmer gather corn for three days, and thus
becams the owner of the delightful book.

He read the story of Washington *many
times over He carried the book with him te
the field, and read it while he was following

—
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the plow. From that tiime, Washingion was
the one great hevroc whom he admired. Why
could not he model his own life after *that
of Washington?” Why could not he also be
a door of great things for his couniry?

V.—LIFE IN THE BACKWOODS

Abraham Lincoln now *set to work™ with
a will to educate himself, His father thought
that he did not need to learn anything more.
He did not see that there was any gocd in book-
learning. If a man could read and write and
cipher, what more was needed? But the good
stepmother thought differently; and when ano-
ther short terin of school began in the little
log schoolhouse, all six of the children from
the Lincoln cabin were among the scholars.

In a few weeks, however, the school had
closed; and the three boys were again *hard at
work,” chopping and grubbing in Mr. Lincoln’s
*clearings.®® They were good-natured, jolly
young fellows, and they lightened their labor
with many a joke and playful prank. Many were
the droll stories with which Abrahamn amused

3B
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his two companions. Many were the puzzling
questions that he asked. Somefimes in the
evening, with the other five children around
him, he would declaim some piece that he had
learned; or he would deliver a speech of his own
on some- *subject of comunon interest.

If you could see him as he then appeared,
you would- hardly think that such a boy: would
ever become one of the most famous 1uen of
history. . On his head he wore 2 cap made from.
the skin of a squirrel or a raccoon. *Instead of™
trousers of cloth, he wore buckskin bresches,
the lezs of which were many inches too
short. His shirt waes of deerskin in the winter,
and of “homespun tow in the suimmer. *Stock-
ingzs-he had none.®® His shoes were of heavy
cowhide, and were worn only on Sundays or
in very cold weather.

The family lived in such a way as fo need
very little morey. Their bread was made of
corn meal. Their meat was chiefly the flesh
of wild game found in the forest. Pewter
plates and wooden trenchers were used on the
table. The tea and coffes cups were of painted
tin. There was no stove, and all the cooking

—40—
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was done on the hearth of the big fireplace.

But poverty was no hirdrance to Abraham
wincoln. He *kept on with®™ his reading and
his studies *as best he could.®® Sometimes he
would go to the little village of Genfryviile,
niear by, to spend an evening. He would tell
so many-jokes and so many funny stories, that
all the people would gather round him to listen.

When he was sixteen years old he went
one day to Bocneville, fifteen miles away, to
attend a trial in court. He had never been in
court before. He listened with great attention
to all that was said. When the lawyer for
tha defenss ade his spesch, the youth was so
full of delight that he *could not contain him-
self.?® He arose from his seat, walked across
the court room, and shock hands with the
lawyer. “That was the best speech I ever
heard,” he said. He was tall and very slim;
he was dressed in a jeans coat and buckskin
trousers; his feet were bare. It must have been
strange sight to tes him thus complimenting
an old and practiced lawyer.

From that tims, one ambition seemed to
fill his mind. He wanted to be a lawyer and

A9
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mako great speeches in court. He walked
twelve miles barefooted, to borrow a copy of
the laws of Indiana. *Day and night* he read
and studied. “‘Soine day I shall be President
of the United States,” he said to some of his
young friends. And this he said not as a joke,
but in the firm belief that it would prove to
be true.

VI —THE BOATMAN

One of Thomas Lincoln’s friends owned a
ferryboat on the *Ohio River.®® It was *no-
thing but® a siall rowhboat, and would carry
only three or four people at a time. This man
wanted to employ some one to *take care of®®
his boat and to ferry people across the river.
Thomas Lincoln was *in need of*! money; and
80 he arranged with his friend for Abraham to
do this work.. The wages of the young man
were to be $2.50 a week., But all the money
was to be his father’s.

One day two strangers came to the land-
ing. They wanted to *take passage®™ on a
steamboat that was coming down the river

—44—
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The ferry-boy signeled 4o fhe steamboat and it
stopped in midsiream. Then the boy rowed
out with the two passengers, and they wers
taken onbnard. Just as he was turning fowards
the shore again, each of the sirangers tossed
" a half-dollar into his boat. He picked the
silver up 2nd looked atit. Ah, how rich hs felf!
He bad never had so much money at one time.
And he kad grthan all for a2 few minutes’ labor!

When winter came on, there were fewer
people whko wanted to cross the river. So, at
last, the ferryboat was tied up, and Abraham
Tincoln went back to his father’s home.

He was now nineteen years old. He was
very tall—mearly six feet four inckes *in
height.?* He was as strong as a young giant.
He could jump higher and farther, and he could
run faster, than any of his fellows; and fthere
was no one, far or near, who could *lay him
on his back.*

Although he had always lived in a com-
munity of rude, rough peop’e, he had no bkad
habits. He used no tobacco; he did not drink
strong liquer; no profens word ever *passed
his lips.”® He was good-natured at all times,

T -
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and kind to every conoe.

During that winter, Mr. Gentry, the store-
keeper in the village, had bought *a good deal
of® corn and pork. He intended, in the spring,
tc load this on a flatboat and send it down the
river to *New Orleans.” In *looking about
for®® a captain to *ake charge of*® the bcat,
he happened to think of Abraham Lincoln.
He knew that he could trust the young man,
And so a bargain was soon made. Abraham
agreed to pilot the beat to New Orleans and
to *market the produce!®?® there; and Mr. Gen-
try was to pay his father eight dollars and a
half a month for his services.

As soon as the ice had well melted fran
the river, the voyage was begun. Besides Cap-
tain Lincoln there was only cne man in the
crew, and that was a son of Mr. Gentry’s.

The voyage was a long and weary one,
but at last the two boatmen reached the great
southern city. Here they saw many strange
things of which they had never heard before.
But they socn scld their cargo and beat, and
then returned home on a steamboat.

To Abraham Lincoln the world was now
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very. different, from what it had seemed before,
He Iogzwed to be” away from ‘the parrow life in.
the % oods of Spenc.,r county ‘He longed to
be’ c’lom« somethmﬂ' for hnnself—-—to be making
for ‘himself a forturie and “a name: -But.then’
heyreembered, his. mother’s teachings: when

hé'sat on her kn°e in the old Kentucky home,
4Alvd9s 'do right” - He remembered her last
words, “I know you will be kind, to “your
father.” And so he resclved to stay with his
father, to work for him, and to give him all h;s
earnings until be was twenty-cne years old.

VIL.—THE FIRST YEARS IN *ILLINQIS'®

Early in-the spring of 1830, Thomas Tincoln
wold his farin in Indiena, and the whole family
moved to Illincis. The household goods wers
put in a wagon drawn by four yoke of oxen.
The ‘kind ‘stepmother and her daughters rode
also in the wagon. - Abraham Lineoln, with a
leng whip in his hend, trudged through  the
mud by the side of the road and guided the
oxen. Who that caw him thus. going into
Illinois would have dremamed that he would

550
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*in thne'® become that state’s greatest citizen?

The journey was a ling and hard one; but
in two weeks they reached *Decatur,'®® where
they had decided to make their new hame.

~ Abraham TLincoln was now over twenty-
oneyears old. He was *his own man.'** But
he stayed with his father that spring, He
he'ped . him fence his land; he heiped him plant
his corn. But his father bad no monsy to give
him. The young mean’s clothing was all *worn
cut,’® and he had nothing with which to buy
any more. What shou'd he do?

Three mi’es from his father’s cabin therg
lived & thrifty woman, whose name was Nancy
Miller. Mrs, Miller owned a flock of sheep, and -
in her house there were a spinning-wheel and
a loom that were always busy. And so you
Jnust know that she wove a great deal of jeans
and homemade cloth. = Abrabam Lincon bar-
gaired with this womnan to make himm a pair
of trousers. He agreed that for each yard of
cloth required, he would split for her four hun-
dred rails. He had to split fourteen hundred
rails *in all;*°® but he worked so fast that he had
finished them before the trousers were ready,

——
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The next April saw young lincon pilot-
ing another flat boat ‘down the *Mississippil®
$o New Orle'ms His commpanion this time was
his mother s relatne, John Hanks. This tifne
tie- staynd lotiger in New Orleans, and he saw
some things which he had barely noficed on
hls “first trip.

- He saw gangs of slaves being driven thfough
tne streets. He visited the slave—market and
saw women and girls sold to *the hlwhest
bidder'®® like so many cattle. The young man,
who would not be unkind to any living being,
was shocked by these sights. “His heart'bled ;
he 'was mad, thoughtful, sad, and depressed.”
He sald to John Hanks, If I ever get a chance
to hit that institution, _“T'11 hit it hard, John.”

He came back from New Orleans in July.
Mr. Offut, the owner of the flatboat which he
‘had taken down, then employsd him fo act as
clerk in a country store which he had at *New
Salem,'® a little town not far fram Springfield.

-Yeung Lincoln was a good salesian, and
all the customers liked him. Mr. Offut declared
that the young man knew more than any one
else in the United States, and that he could

N v S
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outrun.sand outwrest'e any man in the county.
But in the spring of the next year Mr. Offut
failed. The store was closed, and Abraham
Lincoln was *out of employment'® again.

-Vill.—The BLACK HAWK WAR

There were still a gocd many Indians in the
West. The *Sac Indians'™ had lately sold their
lands in northern Illinois to the United States.
They bhad then moved across the Mississippi
River, to other lands that had been *set apart'*®
for them. But they did not like their new home.
At last they made up their minds to go back
to their former hunting-grounds. They were
led by a chief whose name-was Black Hawk;
and they began by killing the white settlers
and burning their houses and crops.

This was in the spring of 1832. The whole
state of Illinois was in alarm. The governor
*called for'*®* volunteers to heip the United
States soldiers drive the Indians back.

Abraham Lincoln enlisted. His company
elected him capfain. He did not know anything
about military tactics. He did not know how

. et
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to give orders to his men. Bub he did the best
that he could, and learned a great deal by
experience. ,

His cotrpany marched northward and west-
ward until they came to the Mississippi River.
But they did not mest any Indiens, and so
there was no fighting, ~The young men-under
Captain Lincoln were rude fellows from the
praivies and backwoods. They were rough in’
their manners, and hard to control. But ‘they
had very hizn respect for their captain. Per-
haps this was because of his great strength,
and his skill in wrestling; for he could *pud
the roughest and strongest of them on their
backs,”* Perhaps it was because he was good-
natured #nd kind, and, at the same time, very
firm and decisive.

In a few wesks the time for which the
company had enlisted *came to an end.'® The
young men were tired of being soldiers; and
so all, except Captain Lincoin and one man,
were gled to hurey home. But Captain Liveoln
never *gave up*® anything *half done’'" He
onlisted agoin. This time he was a *private!®
in a company of mounted rangers.

-
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The main camp of the volunteers and
goldiers was on the banks of the *Rock River,
in northern Iilinois. Here, cne day, Abraham
Lincoln saw a young lisutenant of the United
States army, whese name was Jefferscn Davis,
It is not likely that the fine young officer
noticed the rough-clad ranger; but they were
to know more of each other at a fulure fime,

Three wesaks after that the war was at an
end. The Indians had been beaten in a battle,
and Black Hawk had been *taken prisoner.'??
But Abralem Tincoln had not been in any
ficht. He had not seen any Indians, except
peaceable cnes.

In June Lis company was mustered out,
and he returned home to New Salem.. He was
then twenty-three years o'd.

IX——IN THE LEGISLATURE

Wken Abraham Lincoln came back to New
Salem it was nzarly time for the *state elect-
ion.'# The people of the town and neighborhcod
wanted to send hin to the legislature, and he
agreed fo be a candidate. It was at Pappsville,
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twelve miles from Bpringfeld, that he made
his first *campaign spesch.®

Ho said: “Gentlemen and fellow-citizens—

«I presume you all know who I am. 1
am humble Abraham Lincoln. I have been
soligited by my friends to become a.candidate
for the legislature. : :

“My politics are short and sweet. I am
*n favor of!?® a national bank; am in faver
of the internal improvement system, and 2
high *protective tariff.'?*

“These are my sentimenis end 'po_litiéal
principles. If elected, I shall be thankful; if
not, it will be *all the same.’"%

He was a tall, gawky, rough-locking fellow.
He was dressed in a coarse suit of homespun,
*much the worse for wear.'®

A few days after that, he made a longer
and better speech at Springfield. But he was
not electad.

About this time a worthless fellow, whose
name was Berry, persuaded Mr. Lincoln to help
him buy a store in New Salem. Mr. Tincoh:
had no money, but ke gave his *notes’™ for
the value of half the gceds. The venture was

— Qe
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not 2 profifable one. In a few monihs fhe
stoere was sold; but Abraham did not receive =
Jollar for it. It was six years be‘ore he was
able fo "pay off'”® the no'es which he had
given,

During a’'l this time Mr. Linc'on did not
give up the idsa of being a lawysr. He brught
a second-hand copy of Blackstone’s Conumentaries
at aucticn. He stulied it so diligently that

“In a few weeks he had mastered the whols of it.

He bought an cld fomn-bheck, and bezan to
draw up eontrocts, deels, and all kinds of legal
vepers. He would often walk to Springfisld,
fourteen miles away, to barow a bock; and
he would master thirty or forty pages of it
while returning home.

Soon he began to *practice in a small
way'®® before “justices of the peace®® and coun-
try juries. He was appointed pustnaster at
New Salemn, but so little mail came to the
place that the office was scon discontinued.
He was nearly twenty-five years old. But,
*with all his industry,’ he could bardly eamn
money enough to pay for his board and clothing.

He had learned a little about surveying while
G
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iving in Indiana. e now fock up the sinds
again and was scon appointed depuly surveyor
of Sanzamon counby. e was very skillful as
a surveyor. Although his chaln was only a
grapevine, he was very accurale and never
meds mistgkes.

The next year he was again a cardidate
for the legislature. This time the people were
ready to vobe far him, and he was elected. If
was "no small thing®™® for so young a man to
be cheosen 1o help meke the laws of his staie.

No man ever had fewer advantages than
Abraham Linccln. As a boy, he was the poor-
est of the roor. No rich friend *held out a
helping hand.!®® But see what he had already
accanplished by pluck, perseverance, and
honesty! )

He had not *had access t0"** many books,
but he knew books better than inost men of
his age. He knew the Bible by heart; he was
familiar with Shakespeare; he could repeat all
the poems of Buras; he knew much about physics
and mechanics; he had mastered the *elements
of law.1%®

He was very awkward end far from hand-
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somne, but he was so modest, so unss’fish and
kind, that every one who knaw him liked him.
He was a true gentleman —a *gentleman at
heart,'®® if not in *outside polish.’®

And so, as I have already said, Abraham
Lincoln, at the age of twenty-five, was elacted
to the state legislature. He served the people
so well that when his terin closed, two years
later, they sent him back for ancther term.

The cepital of Iliinois had, up to this
time, bsen at Vandalia. Mzr. Tincoln and his
friends now “*succesded in'*® having a law
passed to remove it to Springfield. Springfield
was nearer to the center of the stale; it was
more convenient te everybody, and had other
advantages which Vandalia did not have.

The people of Springfield were so delighted
that they urged Mr. Lincoln fto come there
and practice law. An older lawyer, whose
name was John T. Stuart, and who *had a
gocd practice,’® *offered®® to *take him in
partnership'® with him.

And so, in 1837, Abraham Lincoln left
New Salem and removed to Springfield. Hs
did not have much to move, All the gocds

s (3R
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that he had in the world were a fow clothes,
which he carried in a pair of saddlebags; and
two or three law books. He had no money,
and he rode into Springfield on a borrowed
horse. He was fhen twenty-eight years old.
From that time on, Springfield was his hoine.

X.~POLITICS AND MARRIAGE

‘The next year after his removal to Spring-
field, Mr. Lincoln was elected to the legislature
for the third time.

There were then, in this country, two
great political parties, the Democrats and
the Whigs. Mr. Lincoln was a Whig, and he
soon became the leader of his party in the
state. But the Whigs were not so strong as
the Democrats.

- The legislature was in session only a few
“Weeks each year; and so Mr. Lincoln could
devote all fthe rest of the time to the practice
of law. There were many able lawyers in
Illinois; but *Abe Lincoln*? of Springfield soon
made himself known among the best of themn.

In 1840, he was again elected to the legis-

L ot
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lature. This was the year in which (eneral
William H. Harrison was elected President of
the United States. General Harrison was a
Whig ; and Mr. Lincoln’s name was on the

Whig ticket as a candidate for presidential
elector in his state.

The *presidential campaign'® was one of
the most exciting that had ever been known.
It was called the ‘‘log cabin” campaign,
because General Harrison had lived in a log
cabin, and his opponents had sneered at his
poverty.

In the Kast as well as in the West, the
excitement was very great. In every city and
town and village, wherever there was a poli-
tical meeting, a log cabin was seen. On one
side of the low door hung a long-handled
gourd; on the other side, a coon-skin was nailed
to the logzs; the plue smoke curled up from
the top of the stick-and-clay chimney.

You may believe that Abrahamn Lincaln,
went into this campaign *with all his heart
He traveled over a part of the state, making
*stumnp-speeches*®® for his party.

Onse of his ablest opponents was a young

—Fm
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lawyer, not guite his own age, whose name
was Stephen A. Douglas. In many places,
during this campeign, Lincoln and Douglas
ineb in public debate upon *the questions of
the day.** And both of them were so shrewd,
so well inforined, and so eloguent, that those
who heard them were unable to decide which
was the greater of the two.

(oneral Harrison was elected, but not
#through'®” the help of Mr. Lincoln; for the vote
of Tllinois that year was for the Democratic
candidate.

In 1842, when he was thirfy-three years
old, Mr. Lincoln was married to Miss Mary
Todd, a young lady from Kentucky, who had
lately come to Springfield on a visit.

For some time after their marriage, Mr.
and Mrs. Lincoln lived in a hotel called the
“Gilobe Tavern,” paying four dollars a week
for rocoms and board. Bub, in 1844, Mr. Lin-
coln bought a small, but comfortable frame
house, and in this they lived until they wenf
to the White Houss, seventeen years later.

Although he had been successful as a
young lawyer, Mr. Lincoln was still a poor
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pan. 3ot Mre., Linecln seid: I *would
rather have'® a gocd man, *a mean of mind,™
with bright prospects for success and power
and fame, than marry one with all the horses
and houses and gold in the world.”

XI. — CONGRESSMAN AND LAWYER

Tn 1846, Mr. Lincoln was again elected
to the legislature. In the follcwing year the
people of his district chose himn to be their
representative in Congress. He *tock his seat?®0
in December. He was then thirty-nine years
old. He was the cnly Whig from Illindis.

There were many famous men in Congress
ot that time. Mr. Lincoln’s lifelong rival,
Stephen A. Douglas, was one of the senators
from Illincis. THe had already served a term
or two in the house of representatives. Daniel
Webster was also in the scnate; and so was
John C. Calhoun; and so was Jefferson Davis.

¢ Mr. Lincoln *took an active intersst in'™

all the subjects that came before Congress.

He made many spedches. But, perhaps, the

most importent thing that he did at this time
’ . 7. 3

-



RIEBEEE, TR AR, R — B
R TATERAR I, ISR, TR, WO 7
A TR — A SRR , BENST K5

A
- BOo¥ARENT

—ABAAE, PR ANRE R, WH—EE
by A RSB AT IR AR LB R TR R =
KBte BRBMBHMNEERE, BRERRAEL—
Ao

TR REGRTARSEA. w0 % 5 R RT3
#: 8 BESTREFRBMBHANSRAL .
EREABETEE—-—ERAT. SER. BOTHL
TERRRE. RATHNG - G gy BALEE. B
8.

A SHAR AR A — S, T R R

BERTHASAMR. BEOEENNRFRIREENHE
s ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@wﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁewﬁéﬁ T oﬁ_%ﬁ

» , 143.@3&375 e (mld rather ‘Fﬁs had ratherg )
140 VAR 2T ; HUEE Fe 159-%3&2%%
ISLEOTRR o 5 AEFLI

41—



was to propose a bhill fer the abolition of the
slave-trade in the city of Washington. He
velieved that slavery was unjust to the slave
and harmful to the nation. He wanted to *do
what he could® to *keep it from™ becoming
a still greater evil. But the bill was opposed
so strengly that it was not even voted upen.

After the close of Mr. Lincoln’s term in
Congress, he hoped that President Taylor, who
was a Whig, might appoint him to a good
cffice. But in this he was disappointed. And
50, in 1849, he returned to his home in Spring-
field, and again settled down fo the practice
of law.

He was then forty years cld. *Consider-
ing '® the poverty of his youth, he had done
great things for himself. But he had ncf dere
much for his country. Outside of his own
state his name was still unknown.

His life for the next few years was like
that of any other successful lawyer in the
newly-settled West. He had a large practice,
but his fees were very small. His income
framm his profession was seldom more than
§2,000 a year. His habits were very simple.
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He lived comforiably and respectably. In his
modest little home there was an air of order
arid refinement, but no *show of luxury.'®®

No matter where he might go, Mr. Lincoln
would have been known as a Western man.
He was six feet four inches in height. His
face was very homely, but very kind. He was
cordial and friendly in his manners. Thers
was something about him which made every-
body feel that he was a sincere, iruthful,
upfight man. He was known among his neigh-
bors as ‘“Honest Abe Lincoln.”

Xil. — THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY

The great subject before the country at
this time was slavery. It had been the cavss
of trouble for many years. In the early settle-
ment of the American colonies, slavery had
been introduced through the influence -of the
English governmment. The first slaves had been
brought to *Virginia®® nearly 240 years before
’che time of which I am telling you.

Ma.ny people saw from the beginning that
it was an evil which would at some distant

.80
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day *bring disaster .upen'” the ceuntry.. In
1772, the people of V}rﬂama petitiened the ng
of England to “put ‘a stop to™® the bringing
of slaves from Africa inte, that colony. But
the petmen was re;ected “and the King Lor'bade
them to speak of the matier atiy more.’

Washington, Jefferson, and other. founders
of our nation *looked “upon sIavery as™® an
evil. They hoped that the time::inight.cemig
when it would be *done awsy with;**® for they
knew that the country: would ‘prosper better
without it. At the time of the Revolution,
slavery was permitted in all the states. "But
it was rrladually ahohshed first.in Pennsylvama.
and then in ‘the New’ England “states, ‘and
#fterwatrds. in 'New York.

In 1787, a law was passed by Congress
oclaring that there- should be no slavery. in
the territory northwest of the river Ohio. This
was the fterrifory from which the states of
‘Ohio; Tndiana, Illinois, *Mighigan, "and ¥Vis-
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claimed that slavery was necessary, because
conly negro slaves could do the work required
on the big cotton plantations. Kentucky, *Ten-
nessee, Alabama,'®® WMississippi, and *Loui-
- siana’* were admitted, *one by one,'*® into the
Union; and all were slave states.

- = In 1821, *Missouri'®® *applied for'*” admis-
sion into the Union. The South wanted slavery
-in this state also, but the North objected.
“There were many hot debates in Congress
over this question. At last, through the influ-
ence of Henry Clay, the dispute was settled
-by what has since been known as the Missouri
Compromise. The Missouri Compromise pro-
vided that Missouri should be a slave state;
this was to satisfy the South. On the other
hand, it declared that all the western territory
north of the line which formed the southern
boundary of Missouri, should forever be free;
this was to appease the North.

But the cotton planters of the South grew
more wealthy by the labor of their slaves.
More territory was needed for the extension
of slavery, *Texas'® joined the United States
and becaine a slave state,
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Then followed a war with Mexico; and
*California, New Mexico, and Utah'®® were
teken from that country.  Should “slavery be
allowed in these new territories also?

At this time a new political party was
formed.. It was called the “Free Soil Party,”
and the princeiple for which it contended was
this 1 “No smore slave states and wo slave
territoys.”’ 'This party was not very strong
" at first, but scon large numbers of Whigs and
many northern Democrats, who did not believe
in the extension of slavery, began to join it.

Although the Whig party "refused to''°
*take any position against'™ the extension of
slavery, there were many anti-slavery Whigs
who still remained with it and voted the Whig
ticket — and one of these men was Abraham
Lincoln. :

The contest bstween freedom and slavery
becane more fierce every day. At last ano-
_ther compromise was proposed by Henry Clay.
This compromise provided that California
should be admitted as a free state; that slavery
should not be prohibited in New Mexico and
Utah; that there should he no more markets
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for slaves in ‘the *District of Columbia®™ and
that a new -and -very strict fugitive-slave law
should bes passed.

This cornpromise is called the “Coimpromise
of 1850. Tt *was *in support off™ these mea-
sures “that Daniel Webster made his last great
spesch. It .was hoped by Webster and Clay that
the- Compromise of 1850 would put an end
to the agitation about slavery. “Now we
shall have peace,” they said. But the agi-
tation becamne stronger and stronger, and peace
seemed farther away than ever before.

In-1854, & bill was passed by Congress
to organize the territories of *Kansas and
_Nebraska.'™ This bill provided that the Mis-
souri Compromise should be repealed; and that
the question of slavery in thess territories
should be deeided by the people hvmo' in them.,
The bill was passed through the influence of
Stephen A. Douglas ef Ilhnms There was
now no bar to the extensién of slavery into
any of the tervitories *save'™ that of public
opinion. -

The excitement all over the North was
very grest. Tn Kensas there was actual war

e
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between those who favored slavery and those
who opposed it. *Thinking men'® in all parts
Gf the coufitiy saw that a-great crisis was
"2t hand. ™

X1, = LINCOLN AND- BOUGLAS

It was then that Abraham Lincoln came
forward as the champion of freedom. Stephen
A. Douglas was a candidate for réelection to
the senate, and he found it necessary to defend
himself before the people of his state for *the
part he had taken'™ in repealing’ the Missouri.
Compromise. e went from one city to ano-
ther, making speeches; and at each place
Abrahain Linccln met him in joint debate,

“I do not core whether slavery is voted
into or cut of the territcries,” said Mr. Deuglas.
“The question of slavery is wne of clinate.
Wherever it is *to the interest of'"™ the inhabi-
tants of a territory to have slave property,
there ‘a slave law will be enacted.”

But Mr. Lincoln replied, ““The men who
signed the "*Declaration ‘of Indepsndéncsse
said that 21l inen are created equal, and en-
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dowed by their *Creator'™ with certain inalien-
able rights — life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. ... I beseech you, do not destroy
that immortal émblem ‘of humanity, the Dec-
laration of Indspendence
At last,.Mr. Douglas felt that he was
beaten. He proposed that both should g0
home, and that there should be no more joint
discussions. Mr, Lincoln agreed to this; but
the words which he had spoken *sank deep
into the hearts of those who heard them.'®?
The speeches of Lincoln and Douglas
were printed in a book. People in all parts
of the couniry read them. They had heard
much sbout Stephen A. Douglas. He was
called “The Little Giant.”” He had long been
famous among the politicians of the country.
t was bolieved that he would be the next
President of the United States. But who
was this man Lincoin, who had so bravely
" vanquished the Little Giant?’ He was called
“H:mest Abe.” There were few people outside
of his state who had ever heard of him before.
Mr. Douglas returned to his seat in the
United States senate. Mr. Lincoln became
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the acknowledged leader of the forces opposed
‘to the extension of slavery.

In May, 1856, a convention of the people
of Illinois was held in Bloomington, Illinois,
Tt met *for the purpose of*®® forming ‘a new
political party, the chief object and aim of
which should be to oppose the extension of
slavery into the territories.

Mr. Lincoln made a speech to the mem-
bers of this convention. It was one of the
greatest speeches ever heard in this couniry.
“Again and again, during the delivery, the
audience *sprang to their feet,’®* and, by long-
continued cheers, expressed how deeply the
speaker had roused them.”

And so the new party was organized. It
was composed of the men who had formed
the old Free Soil Party, together with such
Whigs and Democrats as were opposed to tae
further growth of the slave power. But:the
greater number of its members were Wﬁigs.
This new party was called:the *Republican.
Party.1%

In June, the Republican Party held a
national convention at Philadelphia, and no-
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minated John C. Frémont for President. But
the party. was not strong enough te carry the
election that year.

In that same menth the Demcerats held
a convention at *Cincinnati® THvery effort
was made to nominnfe Stephen A. Douglas
for President. But he was beaten in his own
party, *on account of**” the action which he
had taken in the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise. James Buchanan was nominated *in
his stead,*®® and, in November, was elected.

And so the conflict *went on.® In the
vear 1858 there was another series of joint
debates” batween Lincoln and Douglas. Both
were candidates for the United States senate.
Their spesches were among the most remmark-
able ever delivered in any country.

Lincoln spoke for liberty and justice.
Douglas’s speeches were full of fire-and pat-
riotism. He hoped to be elected President in
1860. *In the end,*° it was generally acknow-
ledged that Iincoln had made the best.
arguinents. But Douglas was reelected to
the senate.,
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XV, — PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

In 1860 thera wers four candidafes for the
presidency. The great Democratic Parly was
*divided inté*™ two branches. One branch
nominated Stephen A. Douglas, The ubtther
branch, which included the largsr number of
the slave-cwners of the South, nominated John
C. Breckinridze, of Kentucky. The remnant
of the cvld Whig party, now called the *Union
Party,” nominated John Bell, of Tennesses,
The Republican Party nominated Abraham
Lincoln. In November came the election. and
a majority of all the electors chosen wers for
Lincoln,

The people of the cotton-growing states
belicved that, by this election, the Northern
people intended to *deprive them of**® their
rights. They believed that the anti-slavery
people imtended to do much more than prevent
the extension of slavery, They bolieved that
the abolitionists wers *bent upon'®® passing
laws to deprive them of their slaves. Wild
rumors were cireulated concerning the designs

w98



+@ - AEBEHARE
—ARO E—IHNSH IR A . HRAMERE
AR TR —RERTIME-A SHHRITR, B—IR. K

E@ﬁ%&‘ﬁk%@ﬁﬁ’ﬂﬁ&i. R T EER MR -

ﬁim%@ﬁ‘?«: By ByE e BT BIEHS

AR, " ERTEEERGR. BT, LMREETE

1OHZE e Bk o — A BRI SR APIA SRR
.

EHE A PRSI A BEME—RB RN
S, A PR LTS RN B A P B
TEERAE LRSI S, AFEREE LRRE

%’1‘%~*—‘§&%,§§Emﬂ§fﬁz’?%%‘ﬁf%‘%ﬁﬁiﬁoﬁ%%%é%
WEAREET AVHE CBEBEAT (AREER

191‘5}@:@""". 192 . deprive: -see0f-- .- §Uﬁ§t~u.-
fhlrarees e 138K 5 iR,



which the *Black Republicans,” as thay were
called, had formed for their coercion and op-
pression. They declared that they would never
submit. '

And se, in December, the people of South
Carolina met in convention, and declared that
that sfate had seceded from the Union — that
they would no. longer be citizens of the United
States. One by one, six cther states followed;
and they united to ferm a new governinent,
called the Confederate States of Ainerica.

It had long been held by the men of the
South that a state had the right to withdraw
from the Union at any time. This was called
the doctrine of States’ Rights, The Confederate
States at once chose Jefferson Davis for their
President, and declared themselves free and
independent.

In February, Mr. Lincoln went to Wash-
ington to be inaugurated. His enemies openly
boasted that he should never reach that city
alive; and a plot was formed to kill him on
his passage through Baltimore. But he tock
an earlier train than the one appointed, and
arrived at the capital *in safety,'™ .
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@n the 4th of March he was inaugurated.
Tm ks address at that time he said: “In your
kanas, my dissatisfied countrymen, and not in
mine, is the momentous issue of civil war.
Your government will not assail you. You
emn have no conflict without being yoursslves
the aggressors. You have no oath registered
in heaven to destroy the government; while
I shall have the ost scolemn one %o protect
and defend it.”

The Confederate States demanded that the
government should give up all the forts, ar-
senals, and public property within their limits.
*This, President Lincoln refused to do** He
said that he could not adinit that these states
ked withdrawn from the Union, or that they
sould withdraw without the consent of the
paople of the United States, given in a national
sonvention. And so, in April, the Confederate
suns were turned upon Fort Suinter in Charles-
#on harbor, and the war was bagun. President
Lincoln issued a call for 75,000 men to ssrve
in the army for three months; and both parties
prepared for the great contest.

It is not my purpose to give a history of

102~ 7 )
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that terrible war of four years. The question
of slavery was now a secondary one. The
men of one party were dsterinined, *at what-
ever hazard,'”® to preserve the Union. The
men of the other party fought to defend their
doctrine of States’ Rights, and fo *set up'®”
an independsnt government of their own.

President Lincoln was urged to use his
power and declare all the slaves free. He
answered:

“My paramount object is to save the Union,

and not either to save or destroy slavery. If
I could save the Union without freeing any
slave, T would do it. If I could save it by
freeing all the slaves, I would do it. If I
could save it by freeing some and leaving
others alone, I would also do that.”
At last, however, ‘when he saw that the suc-
cess of the Union armns *depended upon'®® his
freeing the slaves, he decided to do so. On
the Ist of January, 1863, he issued a proclama-
tion declaring that the slaves, in all the
states or parts of states then in rebellion,
should be fres. More than three millions of
colored people were given their freedom.
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But the wer still went on, T6 reached 5
turning point, however, at *the battle of (Jst-
tysburg,’® in July, that same year. From
that time the cause of the Confedsrate States
was *on the wane?°® *Little by Iittle?o* the
pairiots, wiio were struggling for the preserva-
tivn of the Union, prevailed.

XV.— THE END OF A GREAT LIFE

At the close of Mr. Lincoln’s first term,
e was agafn elected President of the United
States. The war was still going on, but ths
Union arms were now everywhere vichorious.
His second inaugural address was very short.
He did not boasi of any of his achievements;
he did not rejoice «ver the defeat of his
ene;nies, But he said:

“With inalice toward none; with charity
for all; with firmpess in the right, as Ged
gives us to ses the right, let us *strive on®®?
to finish *the work we are in;**® to bind up
the nativn’s wounds; to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow
and his orphan — to.do all which may achieve

3 (6
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and chensh a 3ust and Iastmg peace a|mMong

oo Yia ot April,
{it5, the Confederate army surrendered, and

*he war was at an end.  Abraham Lincoln’s
. [N BN 'n@. V -

o of Arrll was Gacd Friday, On

e saranz o Biat dey, Mr. Lincoln with

Mirs. Lincoln and two or three friends, visited
‘Ford’s Theater in Washington.

At a few minutes past 10 o’clock, an actor

"whose name was John Wilkes Booth, came

into the box where Mr. Lincoln sat. No one

saw him enter. He pointed a pistol at the

R “Md and fired. He leaped down

s ghesting “FSic semper tyvan-

o ver 7 Tren haran

* “frera door.

‘e eyes

1t

e

. e, boar

z v, -amsiulia past seven o’cluck

the next morning, those who watched beside

him gave out the mournful news that Abrahain
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Lincoln was dead He was fifty-six yeamn
old.

The whole nation wept for him: -In’ the
Bouth =ss erll as in the North, the people
bowed themselves in grief. Heartfelt tributes
of sorrow came {rom other lands in all parts
of the world. Never before, nor since, has
ghere been such universal mourning.

Such is the story of Abraham Lincoln.
In the history of the world, there is no story
more full of lessons of perseverance, of pa-
$ience, of honor, of true nobility of purpose.
Amaong the great men of all tims, there has
besn nc one more truly great than he.
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