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ArT. L—Memoirs of the public Lifeagf Joln Horne Tooke,
Esq. containing a particular Aécount of his Connections with
the most eminent Characters of the Reign of George IIL.
his Trials" for Sedition, High Treason, &c. with his most
celebrated Speeches in the House of Commons, on the Hust-
ings, Letters, §c. By W. Hamilton Reid. 8vo. pp. 192.
London: Shewvood, Neely, and Jones.  1812. o

I~ this age in which every man living considers himself as qua-

lified for a biographer, one has ouly to die to become a hero.

The obsequies of no man’ are now complete without his bio-

raphereas well as his undertaker, and to consecrate to faxf&

- the virtues of the deceased, is as much in the order of things, as
®to TbiMimit his body to the dust. . R
- In times s0 liberal of encomium on the dead, it would,have
. been strange, indeed, if Mr. Horne Tooke had left nobody behind
him to take care of his' memory, and to acquaint those that

.remain with the full extent of their loss. The gentleman who
has Jsiouﬂy execiited this task, and whose work is mow in our
_hands, was not, we must confess, at all known to us inhis lite~
rary characteg, until we met with this specimen . of his talents

“and taste : and probably we .shall remain in ignorance of .the:
full extent of his-merits, unless we shill happen jc -lige *o;g
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lifications for judging of the merit 3 Mr. Home Tgnke, both
as a politician and & philosopher, that }e are spared thg trouble
of making onegigical observagion on his work. It will be quite
enough .to ‘produce a single passage from the b&ok, at once
to fix the intelléctual character of$the writer in the estimation
of every reader of the smallest itelfigence. The following
‘passage exhibits a fair average specimch of the genius, the spirit,
the reasoning, and the dialect of some,of #ir reforming patriots.

% But notwithstanding all the plausibility of these gentleman,
‘afid the pretended loyalty of those who stigmatize every complaint
‘with the name of croaking, stubborn and unyielding facts, which
~mark the present period as without any precedent in the annalseof
“our history, with geal dearth and absolute scarcity, have frequently
for a time afflictedl this and other kingdoms, to the ruin ang dis-
tress of thousands. But the perpetuation of faming was reserved
-for Mr. Pitt and the friends and advocates of eternd? war. If the
“cause of the high price of provisions is asked—the answer is ready
in one word, and that is—war. A war unprecedented in its causes
as. well as its effects. As to its causes, they are unbappily con-
cealed in consequence & the length of ‘its duration. ']!;)e minds
of men are mostly made up from the most recent, and not {rom
distant occasions. '

" ¢ The length of any contest renders its origin so comparatively
‘dark and complicated, that few have time or patience to make the
‘necessary enquiries. 'The indolent many, therefore, adopt the
opinions of the active and interested few. 1t igthe smine with the
common ideas of the rise and results of the present war; of yhich
‘too many argue as if a proposition uot perfectly demonstrable in
the whole, might not be allowed to be s0 in part. Apd thus if a
house is evidently falling, we must not say so till it is evidently &
keap of ruine. e o
g One truth is clear, that unless the price of provisions quickly
'fall, ¢hat of labeur rise, or trade recover its original vigour, many
thousands more of aged persons and children must fall uffof the®
pnr;ﬂ:ea The namber of paupers already amouant to a fifth part
of the population. It was lately hinted to government in an ex
amination relative to 2 town in the vorth, where many hundred.
manufacturers are out of employ, that it would be a favour-to pro-
vide them with implements of husbandry, avd send them to New
South Wales! The every day appearance of many once basy towns, -
18 now become that of Sunday, for its stillness and absence of
businéss. 'In countries where many little farms have been envee
loped in great ones, the surrounding cottages have mostly disap-
;peared ; the young men gre in the armies, and the old ones in the
:workliouses, ,But this is not all; the symptoms ~$#'décody have
sreached the capital,:the keart of the country. It is'no.exaggera-
‘4ion to'say, that half °§ the couniting hobses in' London wre shut
WPy Or nearly deserted :° and warehouses arc now every where
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to be let,‘ & advertisements and notices will shew every reader aftd
ssengel
¢ Still foreign trfde continues gather to diminish thag incréase,
and probably ouly waits the doubtful period of peace to disappear
altogether. ~The war thereforé, if not just, is now become fatally
necessary; at Jeast for our existence. There are many reasons why
_ peace would be of little @ no benefit.  In the first place, it would-
add some hundred thdwsands to an idle population, for whom, in
consequence of ghe operation of our restrictions on the trade of the
cguntinent, it would be physically and morally impossible to find
employment ; consequently the starvation or emigration of thoue
sands must take place, and not carrying money out of the kingdom
witth them, in what character must they leave it? As servants!
What a humiliation ! But is there no remedy? No'; there can be
no remedy, unless the government can afford todgive up more than
haif 3f its present revenues. ‘The enormous height of the taxes, of
house-rent, and provisions, have long compelled our wanufacturers
to do infinitely more work for o bare subsistence, and to answer the
demands of the present war, than the people of any other nation do
Jor theirs ; consequently, the foreigu markets have been long glur-»
ted.  Add to this cause, the mischievous itroduction of machinery
hus still lowered the price of labour, which Mr. Tooke wouid have
proportioned to that of provisions. :
¢¢ If then in time of war, wheun so many thousands of our-people
are in arms in dilferent parts of the world, there be wot by any
means sufficient employment for those that are at home, what are
to be done with the additional haunds which would be thrown upon
us Ly a peace? If, while our island has become, as it were, the
counting-house of the creation, and if with the sweep of the whole.
sea in every part of the glube, and the exclusive command of every
port in the world, in consequence of the continuation of the war, we
barely exist as a commercial people, what must be the result of ad-
mittingeany rival in the case of a peace? Much less con we
the idea of the liberty of the seas to all nations; we.who subsish as
- a YOMimercial country wholly and solely by our peculiar possession
of the ocean, and the exclusion of others from equal privileges!
. This must be tie effect of our * turning commerce into a dword.”
And as the present war differs from former wars in.many respects,
so will the peace that must follow it_svoner or later differ from any
other peace ; <iMees all Europe, and we may now add South Ames.
rica alse, should be again disorganized in our favour. R
~ € All this dread order break—for what?. forthee?
» Vit worm! Ob, mudness, pride; impiety!”
~ “<And yet.it must be se, if we are saved ‘as a natiop without
spel & radial reform au Mir. Tookesahd his Triends SGhgTt 6
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ifz:#he tribute of posterity to the memory of Mr. Tetke. And
upon our cousciences we can say, that cxcepging the pifilological
part of that ﬁentleman’s character, we do ndt see {hat the task
could have fallen into better hands. '

~ We cannot boast of having cnjoyed amy personal acquaintance
with the subject of these memoirs. Wg know him only from his
works; amd from those publie scenes in which he has been equally -
observable by all. Of his private life we could saynothing, if, as re-

‘viewers, it was our province to speak of it. We lhive learned ondy
through the common channelg of information what others have
learned. Of his public life Mr. Reid seems to be a most determined
admirer. With a zeal, falling little short of adoration, he has sacn-
ficed to his manes a hecatomb of great characters, and among
these victims we find, in the 7th page of the introduction, those
whom we confess ourselves to regard with feelings of affectionute
bhomage. Inthe same pagze, the same patriotic writer talks of the
unhappy disagrecment between “ these two great men,” meaning

,Mr. Home Tooke and Mr. Wilkes. Every one has an un-
doubted right to bestos the epithet “ great” upon whomsoeves®
he pleases, according to his fancy.. ~And so far are we from
feeling angry with the application of the epithet in this instance,

_that we are rather pleased with it than otherwise, as thinking the

ect of it was to convert into panegyric the preceding invective
inst the sovereign and his son. :

With this taste for greatness, the author of the memoirs com-
mences his labour of love in recording for the example of his
countrymen, the virtuous struggles of the suffering patriot. He
takes him up at the period of hus intimacy and co-operation with
the great Mr. Wilkes. The beauntiful confederacy of such minds

mcorrection of ministerial profligacy, and the protegtion of
ridys Spitalfidds weavers from the sacrilegious hands of jus-

tice, seems to fill our biographer’s mind with the greateSt“ad- ¢
tairation. The struggles of Cato against his country’s degene-

.racy did not obtain for him a higher eulogy from the real patriots

. gk:Bome. . This solemn league and covenant between Mr. Horne -
and Mz, Wilkes was. farther cemented by the assistance velun-
tarily afforded by Mr. Horne in promoting Mr. Wilkes’s election

fony iddlesex.. - We £ind at this period the reverend gentleman
@ 3f this amiutle union,.which rendered ~ funsble to..

opening homses. for the ¢ great man” at Brentford. : But alas! how
WGsarGaﬂ hnmﬂhwﬁ’! thongh settled on ‘the . purest
péinciples. ;. Theze was something perbaps . of delicacy . the
rinde edllision of political contests: - It gave way oa

'y and s suscegtible minds are sibject w: extrenfes,; a
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fiercg liofwlity succeeded, in which each of the parties found,n
the circuinstances x’f their former mtercourse, an ample fund of
crimination gnd retbrt

T'he writer of the book before us lays the whole blame on'the
great Mr. Wilkes, who, he admits, with an amiable air of mild dis-
approbution, was certaiyly far from being a spotless character.
The author of the letigrs signed Junius, declared in favour of
‘Mr. Wilkes, whom he seemted to think a much less exceptionable
gharacter than®his reverend antagonist. For our,own parts,
we must fairly confess that, in thiggnteresting comparison, we find
it absolutely impossible to settle the point of deteriority.
"khe biographer of Mr. Tooke observes that Mr. Wilkes was
too sparing of his person and his purse, while Mr. Tooke was
lavish of both iu the great cause in which they were engaged.
Junius, however, entertained an opposite opinion, “ Mr. Horne,”
says he, “ enlarges with rapture upon the importance of his ser-
vices, the dreadtul battles which he might have been engaged in,
and the dungers he had cscaped ; but he cannot help admittinge.
the superiority of Mr. Wilkes in this lme of service. On the
one side we see nothing but imaginary distresses; on the other
we see real prosecutions; real penalties; real imprisonment ; life
repeatedly hazarded ; and at one moment almost the certainty
of death.” What these memorable patriots and champions of Ii-
herty predicate of cach other, will on?y meet in one point of con-
sistency.. We believe it to be safest, as well as most com-
plaisant, to agrce with each concerning the other.

‘With respect to Wilkes, whom our author, with such an in-
teresting naiveté, calls “ a great man,” we do not conceive
there is another person in the country who does not esteem
him ong of the most desperately wicked men whom poligisat”™
agitations and the accidental posture of the times have rescued,
foi"s season, from merited infamy.

- Who Junius was secms yet to be a profound secret, angd will,
probably, for ever remain so. HWhat he was may be in a mo-
ment collected. Hardly a letter; or a line of his imposing
compositions, is without strong indications on this head.: His
politics are the politics of a party, full of ephemeral cant—of
the grossest inconsistencies, and of the most slanderous aspers
sions; and. the mode of his attack upon-indiyiduals was'such,
-as-to, render his declamation detestable,-even where it was‘triié; .
We agree with Mr. Tooke that he.was a skulking ‘assasg_iﬁ;_.}jt}ﬁgz
-anofality.seems; in. some measure, & identify itself-wigh:that
-of Mr. Wilkes, whose excesses both: in public antl private com--
duefwith.a.most prhstitute usbanity; he ascribes:to sk Gieral
sentiments by which'he was governed; and in a langufge re-



6 Rei&'s Memoirs of Horne Tooke.

plete with insult to his own country, claims, for tiy English
_geytleman, that latitude in vice by which the mock {sertm‘ of
ﬁbeﬂy was above all men distinguished. € Mr. Wilkes,” says
this admired writer, in his letter sto the King, “ brought with
“ him into " politics the same liberal sentiments by which his-
« private conduct had been directed; gnd secined to think, that
“-as there were few excesses in whichgun English gentleman
“ may not be permitted to indulge} the same latitude was al-
% Jowed him iu the choice of his political priuciples, andqn
% the spirit of maintaining thegg;” This is one of Junius’s curious
-paragraphs, and a specimen ‘of his art in plucing his meuning
~out of the reach of criticism, by refining it into a sort of ex-
quisite nonsense, Enough, however, 1s discermble in 1t to
shew his fitness ta be a censurer of public conduct, or a judge of
private worth.

" His notions of a true patriot, he gives us in his letter dated the
5th of Qctober, 1771. ¢ He must be a person obstinate, intre-
. &~ v . . ' . . .
pid, and fertile in expedients, and must found bis popularity
upon such a conducs towards government, as may preclude
the possibility or hope of recounciliation with his sovereign.” He
need not have told us afier this, that “ it was not necessary for
* his patriot to have the virtues of a stoic,” or “ that it would
“ be 1mpossible to tind a man with purer principles than Mr.
“ Wilkes, prepared to go the lengths, and run the hazards that
¢ he had done.” "~ The letter to the Duke ofGrafton, on the
subject of cutting timber on Whittlebury forest, contatis a
dastardly attack on- his Majesty, .and among the compositions
of Junius stands foremost for malignity, meanness, and false~
hood. That the charge of hypocrisy upon the king, and an at-

t to betray his subjects by a pretended zeai for seligion,
‘should find reception among educated persons, is. not to be
imagined, but by what perversion of mtellect, rational aud
mora} men have been induced to give to the tawdry antitheses,
and insolent verbiage of Junius the credit of grave and dignificd
gutire, we are uuable to conceive. - The whole substrutum of
this‘nost vile and venomous epistle was well known to have: been
totally false in fact, as was declared by Mr. John Ritt, the
surveyorsgeneral of the king's-woods; by whom the last editor
‘of Junius statesshimself to have been assured, thagso far from
gny Llame in this respect attaching upon the king or his mini-
ster, the utmost regard to the public interest biud been always

nwnifested in - respect 10 the timber of Whittle® $ry fdrest,
i g tife weapons with which Junjus a_t-tacké:f the sacred
wmﬁ pringe, -aind --.m.rdmi 3d the reputation 8f his
biects. . T'o the ferocity of the:beast, -that rushes from
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his lair o“his prey, he added the cruelty of the human savage,
that prefgees destriction by torture.

That the sgyle oMJunius possesses point and brilliancy, can
not be denied. But it is a lrilliancy more successful in_capti-
vating the judgments of young readers, than in compelling the
admirat-on of men of ripe understandings. Dazzled by the spe-~
cious rhetoric, and amtithetical structure of the sentences, but-
stillinore by the : seeming codrage of the invective, the student, bred
iy obedience to authority, surrenders himself to the imposing
spectacle of a subject flinging his unmeasured abuse upon the
magistracy and nobi{ity of his country, and insulting his sovereign
with impunity in terms which, between gentlemen, (to speak in
popular language,) could only be expiated in the field of honour.

Among the vulgar, the populanty of thede letters is a pro-
blem of easy solution. He that, without flinching, can utter
falschoods of those who are in power,- needs nothing but asser~
tion to obtain implicit belief; and Junius, who with his usual
dexterity in substituting paradox for depth of thought, has sub-
joined to his declaration in favour of menarchy a wish for a re-
publican people, has, in his wicked endeavours to alienate the
people from the prince, furnished the best comment on his
meaning. L

It was an event of happy omeu to the ambition of Mr. Tooke
to be engaged in a coutest with Junius, in the outset of his

political career® The moment and the occasion were singularly
propitious. The malignancy of Junius had been too strong for
his discretion : encouraged and exasperated by the passive dig-
nity of the monarch, he 'had shot his bolt so furiously wide of
all semblance of truth, and, rendered wanton by success, had so
carelessly developed the full scope and extent of his mglice,
that for the task of exposing him, little more was required than
plam sense and sound mediocrity of talent.

Mr. 'Tooke brought too much of Junius to the conflict with
Junius, In the style of his letters it was evidently his ambition
- to reflect the idiom and spirit of his antagonist upon himself.
-This was not natural, and was, therefore, ungraceful.” In the.

~ﬁludj;habihments of Junius, he makes but an awkward figure.
is own familiar dress and ordinary manner would have better
suited the pccasion. It was one of the disgusting sentiments of
Junius, that as long as Wilkes should. continue active.in"his
hostility to the: administration, and 0 be @ thorn in the king’s
side, he would deserve the support*of his country. . Ferapi
position so foolish and so base, no terms of rep‘roqel.x cotiidel
ex¥eusive; 8ind yet. the reproaches of the Rev..Mr. I;omdo
not, we confess, much engage our sympathies in -the “perusal.
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'This may be partly owing to prejudices arising from f{bsequent’
events, but we feel that the priucipal caut‘of their,failing to
“imgerest us, 5 the general tone of the compdkition.
- % It was_thought - a daring expuession of Oliver Cromwell,”
says Mr. Horne Tooke, “ in the fime of Charles the First, that
“ if he found himself placed opposite go the king in battle, he
¢ would discharge his piece into his bosem as soon as into any
% other man’s. 1 go farther: had I lived iu those days, I would
% pot have waited for chance to give me an opportunity - af
¢ doing my duty; I would have sought him through the ranks,
¢ and, without the least personal cnmity, liave discharged my
¢ piece into his bosom, rather than into any other man's. The
 king, whose actions justify rebelion to his government, de-
“.serves death from the hand of every suhject ; and should such
“ a time arrive, I shall be as free to act as to say.” -
. We can not much respect the feelings of the man who, at this
distance of time, shaded and softened as remote events usually.
- become in the retrospect of common humanity, can remember
only the failings of w:e unhappy Charles, without a senti-
ment of pity for his sufferings, or respect for his virtues. One
would have thought that the calm hostility of Mr. Horne Tooke
might have contented itself with a declaration which satistied
the keen ambition and fanatical fury of Cromwell. It was
scarcely to have been expected that the scholur and the philo-
sopher would have envied the usurper his blovdy precedency,
and bave compensated the want of actual guilt by the display
of a more sangwinary disposition of the heart. Having been
born too late to be an actor in the scene of regicide, was it a
consolation to Mr. Tooke to boast that the greatest performer
“the tragedy was not better qualified than himself to play the
past of the hero? Yet such appears to have been the taste of
that gentleman. His hand, by his.own account, would TWive
been ;eady, had he been born in time, to take away the life of
ercign distinguished among men, even by the confession of
emies, for {Le,ty, courage, and humanity ; -distinguished’
for his untimely grey hairs, and multiplied sorrows ; distin--
9o, if to err be a distinction from the commanjdot: of -
conduct.  'We are of another taste;
refer;to the vengeance of Mr. Tooke
Lake, who, after receiving. sixteen
left.anp was disabled, continued:
t .qf . the patriot,. we.can: .
il they. #ve) who®can
Toyelty hes pur..
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chased f§f them the right to record the achievement, by adding to
their armprial beafjngs the lion of England, the armed right arm,
the sword, and thebanner argent, as the symbols of the gratitude
of a sovereign who had nothigg left him to Bestow but honour.

- The pertod at which sthe character of Mr. Tooke rcached its
Lighest distinction, was shat in which he became conspicuous for
his exertions in favoumof parliamentary reform. To have acted
in conjunction with such nien as at that time united their efforts
fgr effecting this object was, in our o inion, a circumstance
conferring some dignity on the name of Tooke. = '

- Gireat has been the obloquy cast on the memory of Mr. Pitt
fer his imputed apostacy from his early professions.  He has been
smd to have thirsted for the blood of his former associates in re-
forin, Inanswering party invective argument is thrownaway: by
the violence of its ebullition it either overflows and wastes itself,
or expends its substance'in fume and vapour. He, therefore,
that respects the memory of Mr. Pitt should be cautioned
against employing a mode of vindication which supposes the
semblance of truth in the distortions of®arty exaggeration, and
gives body and consistence to sound and fury.

Tt nmst, however, be confessed that the sentiments of thie
distinguished person to whom we have last alluded did undergo
a decided alteration on the subject of parliamentary reform,
practically cousidered. But did the practical condition of the
country undergo®no change? And was Mr. Pitt the onlv man
in- the. country in whom age and experience could justify no
change of opinion? 1s it not the common fate of this much
abused subject to be considered by those who are unacquainted
with actual affairs, and the real difficulties of the art of govern-
ing, asa question of principle rather than of expedience, wf'a"
question of abstract truth, rather than as one of which the solu-
tion1s found only in the passions, the wants, and weaknesses, of
ordinary humanity ? ‘ S

We certaiuly are among those who have always given Mr.
Pitt full credit for sincerity in his early professions in behalf of
reform, and we have never imigined that a man in the meridian
of his mind, is bound by any duty to himnself or others, to give:
effect ‘to-the projects of his dawtiing genius. - We kow of'iio":
necessary ligit but the grave'to the progress of selfscorrection ;
but if the understanding must have its solstice, let'it at-leust be’
the solstice of summer—et it be placed, in correspondence with
the: Pws of the physical world, at that point-of altitude fromiwhicli

i nqt mh

it Jight and heat ave most vigorously imparted; afid i
ey '.z‘stagaoﬁcits*;mmﬁng-%}(w:; T o
1t 1 ‘possible; however, that Mr. Pit might heve  jidged thiat
the reform to which he had given his sanctidn, was subscqudgtly.
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o .
enlarged by those with whom he had been associated, {ouch be-
yond his own original views; on which sfpposition, it might
be consistently alleged that reform deserte r. @itt, mstead
of Mr. Pitt’s deserting reform. Might he not also have con-
- sistently regarded the question itself as Having become adulterat-

ed by an admixture of French revolutionary principles, which

had rendered that dungerous in applicatidn, which was still true
m the abstract? Or lastly, might he not have begn convinced by
reflection, that while so many under the pretence of reform die-
" sembled very mischievous or mistaken views, it would be quite
mconsistent with sound sense or policy to risk the enjoyment
of so much practical good, n the pursuit of projects of pro-
blematical advantage 7 It seems to us that any of these reasons
would have justified the change 11 the policy of Mr. Pitt, which
has been the subject oi such bitter accusation.  We are inclined,
‘however, to think that none of these reasons formed the true
ground of Mr. Pitt’s altcration of sentiment on the measure of
“reforn: it was, we presume to conjecture, the natural conse-
quence of his clear aull unclonded perceptions, exercising them-
selves on a nearer view of those gbjects which at a greater
.distance had cheated his fancy. What had seemed to be the
" useless adjuncts, it rot rather the deformities of the structure,
appeared on closer inspection to be the buttresses, and real sup-
ports, on which it depended.  What was wanted in grace, he found
compensated in strength and durability ; and 2" new and special
. beauty in the fabric appeared to arise from the aptitude of its
parts to its purpose, and the substantial excellence of its interior
dispositions. o
It 1s probable that the mind of the youthful statcsman as it
-@nmulated‘tbg means of comparison, discovered *thmt there
was ho warrant in the practice of former times, no preexistent

-model, for the proposed changes of the system; that no earlier*

" periad in the history of man could be matched with that
- 'which he drew his breath for the enjoyment of a rational and
-wegulated freedom ; that the House of Commons had never been
‘i fact better composed; and that, composed as it was, ‘it was
‘fhe itrue epitome of the nation; comprizing a- more, diffusive
représetitation of the country, than if it had been wholly popu-
- lar inits g '
-&f the j

s gpread onton the foe, 0F o raion

whugacter, ‘88 “it.
giagively free. - e
e are of opinion, wpon'the whole,

ptution. "That it' represented the,,mj‘ud and faculty:
tnd displayed a-sort 6f mosaic.of bieathing em-
ng up i%o its texture the variegated pattern of-

St T c Lo
X i that the freat majSrity of
poning men.in the. country- are satisfied with the Housé of
ons as'it 1§ 4t present-composed, from a’persuasion that it
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practicaljj answers its true intention. But reform will never
cease 10 jhave a captivating sound.  To the vulgar the hope of
change willy alway® be seducing as long as they shall’ continue

unequal to distinguish between adventitions evils, and those

which are inseparable $rom man’s appointed condition. The .
contagion of any strong feeling gives it a spread beyond the

limits of ignorance, and thus the mind of the young statesman is

apt to be carrjed away by the acclamation which accompanies

the idea of reform; while the ends of designing ambition are

answered by adopting the clamour. It is no disrespect to the

memory of Mr. Pitt to suppose him at his political outset to.
Imve been in some measure misled by the very magnanimity of
his character iuto some of these illusions on the subject of re-
form, which a litle more constitutional tact and political expe-

rience naturally dispelled. Let Mr. Horne Tooke then cngross

the menit of consistency, for he wus certainly persevering to the

end. The very pillar of Mr. Pitt’s glory on the other hand,

must rest upon what has been called his apostacy. Never to -
change while all about oue is changing, 1 what some understand

by consistency. It seems to us that this immutability of opinion

Is often the result of obstinacy and bad design. There is, to be

sure, a right and wrong in substance which can never vary, but

relative and circumstantial right aud wrong (which are only the

propricties of human aetions) are perpetually changing places,

and even as to that which is essentially right or wrong, opinion

must vary with the capacities of discernment in the same man.

He that preserves in.his changes the progressive law of his nature,

marks his consistency by his varieties, which like the vicissitudes

of the seasons, are as beautiful as they are beneficial.

Passing through these mellowing changes, Mr. Pitt advanced
to that maturity of knowledge, and elevation of views, ‘which
enabled him to discern and counteract the malignant tendency
of the disorganizing principles, which, at the commencenent of
the French revolution, bad.begun to find advocates and sup-

- porters in this country. 'That we were not “ confounded in the
.perilous timae’”” was owing, under God; to- the efforts of his firm
hand ‘ayd  commanding voice, He that now contemplates the

-smiling faces of his.children, or sits uuder the shade JY his own
aycamore, op perumhulates his fields, or gathers the fruits of his
" _industry on.British. ground, is deficient.in sense or gratitude, if

Jxe‘l‘wmurq..notl.,.-tbe name of Williagp Pitt;—ef oh; ’3* who froin
. .afar) saw,(what it is charitable to presume escapyl the gietre-
Tow of reformer aud i just o conclude deceived the,ss

"""?;’f ih&fg'*’“h“ “‘“ﬁam ; 'aghom%tn)tth;_ athéring,

wolding in his hand.the protectng. endent of BLritaw, gdmo
"‘émm of it’s dutyy and repressed the sbirit of thé sto
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" So when the father of the flood appears, '

And o'er the seas his sovereign trideat fears,
Their fury falls: he skims the liquid plins,
High on his charint; and, with easy reins,
Majestic moves aloug, aud awful geace maintains.

Such was the happy fruit of the ithputed apostacy of Mr.
Pitt.” - In the mean time the cousistency EF Mr. Tooke proceed-
ed with a steady march, untit we find him with associates very
inferior to himself in capacity, a state prisoner under a charge 8f

“treason. Of this charge of treason he was acquitted, and we
think rightly acquitted, by a jury of his country; but we must
be permitted to think and speak with some disrelish of a conduct
liable to be mistaken for treason. And independently of the
question whether any and what legal offence was committed by
Mr. Tooke, in the part he acted in his connection with the cor-
responding societies, we must, for ourselves, declare bluntly,
that whatever 1s truly English in the composition of our minds,

" turns with disgust frony their character and proceedings. .
“The country is so entirely sick of the very name of these cor-
responding societies, that it is almost hecome bad taste to bestow
above a sentence upon them. It would, besides, be utterly use-
fess. - Itis no longer necessary to expose them. A sort of odour
accompanies their principles, which announces their pestiferous
approach, and puts common prudence upon jts guard, They
have borrowed from the genius of Mr. Tooke neither ornament
nor ‘disguise, to protect them from disgust; nor under the spe-
cious pretext of reform are they any longer able to inpose upon
one man in_the country, possessing a competency of common
uriderstanding. How these doctrines appeur whep dressed up
in;the political philosophy of Mr. Tooke, he bas left us the
méans of judging in that precious ntroduction to his second
part of his publication called the Diversions of Purley, in which

- the same incubation has hatched a motley brood of politics,

grafmmar, egotism; ‘and invective. It is thus' that under the ety-
won of the word ‘right, which wanted no- explanation, he’

Hlig explaingd himself: oti’ the notable doctrine of the . righits o

i B

e e P H» BT o
‘1t apponre 4o me highly improper to say; that God has aright:

is aleetpiony; that God 1s just. For notiing. i ordered;

commimded, Soncersipg God.. The expter-ionfare

1

I

fo thic Deitys, thavgh. theyrs common, shd thoss
men;; o whom ‘alone language belongs, wnd.af whose:

ations baly wordy are the representatiyes; to men who are by
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nature sub|e<,t of orders und commands, and whose clnef
merit is obedience,
-r ..,4 .

“« Every thnw then that is erdered and commanded is right and
Just! . e
_ . H.
“Surely. For thams only affirming that what is ordered and
commanded, is ordered and *commanded.
F.
®« Now what becomes of your vaunted rights of mau? Ac-
cordmg to you the chief merit of men is obedience: and what-
ever is ordered and commanded is right and just! This'is prett
well for a democrat! And these have ulwa)s been your sentt-
ments? :
H.

“ Always. And these sentiments confirm my democracy.
I‘

“'These scntiments do not seem to have made you very con-
spicuous for obedience. There are no®a few pussages, 1 be-
licve, m your life, where you have opposed what was erdered
and commanded. Upon your own principles, was that right?

H.

“ Perfectly. . P

“ How now! "Was it ordered and commanded that you should
oppdse what was ordered and commanded? Can the same: thmg‘
be at the same time both right ﬁld wrong ? .

“Truvel back to Melinda, and you will find the dlﬁiculii' most
easnl) salved. A thing may be at the same time both right and
wrong, as right and left. It may be commanded to be dofe,
® and cominanded not to be done. The law leg, lag, i. e. that

which is laid doww, may be different by different authorities,

“T have always becn most obedient when most attacked with
disobedience, But my right hand is not the right hand, of
Melinda.  The right Iy revere is not the right adored by syco-; .
phants, ,the jus_ vagum, the capricious command of princes.op..
ministers. I}follow the law of God (what is laid dowh by him .
for the rule of my'conduct) when 1 follow ‘the laws of human
. muture;  which' without’ any- human 'testimony; we’ know - ‘st
' pmcéed fromGod: -arid upon thése: gre founded ghestightsiof

ety or-whatis ordered for maan.:5 1: ‘28vere the, emmwm
~ censtitutional kaws- of Englind ; ‘because they are in eon&mny’
 with % laws Of God ‘and-nature; and sipon these are ﬁumddd
- tlw htmal mglno'hf‘ Enghﬁmwn. If pnnces or mmm,

h’&'\ SRS
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the corrupted shain representatives of a people, order, gommand,

“or lay down, any thing contrary to that whfch is ordgred, com-

- smanded,”or daid down, by God, human nathre, or the constituz

‘tion of this government; I will sell hold fast by the higher au-
thorities. . If the meaner authoritiés ares offended, they can only
destroy the body of the individual; but mever can affect the right,
or that which is ordered by their superiors.” :

" 'Where shall we find in all the works of Thomai'Paine, the rights
"of man more accurately defined on the principles of jacobinigal
_philosophy ? We may challenge all the reforming taylors and shoe-

" makers throughout the uunited kingdom, to exhibit the doctrine in
greater perfection of folly. According to this hopeful system, every
man is to be the judge in his oyn case, of the quantum of obe-
dience he owes to the laws. He carries in his individual hosom
a kind of court of appeal from the legislature and government of
the country. To this supreme court all the powers of the state
are subordinate. If it be asked by what code of laws this lofty
Jjudicature is conducted, the answer is ready—the laws of God
and human nature. And what are the laws of God and nature?
Those, says the language above quoted, whie's a man, in his own
mind, feels to be such; and which must necessarily supersede
all meaner authorities, and such are the laws and statutes of the
realm. Now, that there are certain ordinances written in the
heart of man, and that there are certain positive comsnands of
God written in his holy book, to which all liuman institutions
must, couform, we are far, very far, from disputing. All men,
women, and children will agree with Mr. Tooke, that a law com-
manding us to commit murder, adultery, or theft, to disobey
parents, or bear false witness against others, could derive no

“title to obedience from the highest authority of man. 3But bad,

_indedd, would be the compliment to Mr. Tooke’s sagacity, to
suppose him to mean nothing more than what is included in*

“suchaa trite proposition.  He must have meant, if he proposed

- to instruct the world, and such ﬁp{')ears to have always been the
‘scope.of his pretensions, that he had a right, and consequently

_that every other man had 4 right (for he is speaking not of  Mr.

T'ogke’s rights but of the rights. of man), to consideg how far’
each cpnstituted, settled, and staiding law of the land was agree-

“able to certain laws, called the laws of human nature, before he

‘yielded subgdision to it; or, in other words, ery sitbject
. Was at liberty to _bring the validity of every, public'law to_the

s own private judgment, and to wait for his own ap gt
> _,;béh;‘dl:\a-&vé!ﬁ‘:b@::d’wbb‘edie% R

‘Who can doubt thawthere is a law of univerfality emdhating
ya Gog; and untecedent to all human institutions ¢ - But does
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it from thence follow, that we are all competent judges how far
the laws ﬁnstitute;lyy man are agrecable to that original law,
aund that Bvery manyhas a right to try by that standardethe laws.
of the state il which he lives,,and to suspend his obedience upon
the result of this private, comparison? All that finally constitutes
the bappiness of man iy doubtless clearly propounded by him .
who made us, and is gtrictly according to the nature of the edu-
cated and social man. Adl such matters are of transcenddht
obligation. Hwic legi nec abrogari fus est, neque derogari in
h%c aliquid licet; neque tota abrogari potest. Nec vero aut
per senatum, aut per populum solvi hac lege possumus. Neque
est quierendus explanator, aut interpres ejus alius; nec erit alia
lex Rome, alia Athenis; alia nunc, alia posthac. If, therefore,
any of these laws are plainly contravened by a positive institution,
we certainly owe to it nc obedience. But Mr. Tooke must
have known that this is an extreme case, which it is equally dan--
gerous and useless to discuss for any practical purposes. He -
must have known that when the question of the general expe-
diency of a law comes under consideratign, though its altinate
tendency to consequences beneficial to mun must be the true
test of its value, it can not be the proper test of its validity ; and
except where we suppose the extreme case abpve alluded to, its
obligatory force must continue until repealed, or altered, by pub-
lic and competent authority. Since i1t must have been evident
to that gentlemagp, that government and civil society itself, can
have no security but what rests upon the supposition that every
individual member of the state has tacitly given up all right to
ground upon his private judgment, a practical opposition to po-
sitive ordmance. . "

We now take leave of Mr. Tooke’s Utopia, humbly hoping,
and with great deference to those who borrow from thence their
models of national reform, that we and dur children imay be long
protected from its blessings, and may rather die in the desart
than,taste the wnilk and honey of this promised land. o

¢ next situation in which our biographer presents his hero-
is on the hustings of Covent Garden, as a .candidate for the re-
presentation of Westminster i parliament. A situation (we
mean the hustings of Covent Gauﬁm)"for which in t‘l:’judgmént
‘of most of his friends he was eminently qualiied. We Jave ob-
served him fh some of ‘these scenes of his life, and are ready to
bear testimony. to his preservation of that consjstency with him-
selfy to which we have already done sach ample jultice. 'JAnd if-
‘wé ure not among the jirers of ‘this display of Mr. Tookews

o

“ability, we ave far from ‘denying his rgerit, comsideredwith re-

Boon. Mo G HL/B. Dete. 2RI TH
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ference to his object,  To be in favour with the mob, we must
deceive them in -every point on which it isjof the greatest im-
~ portance to their hap'finess that they shouldibe rightly*informed..
- To foster theirnatural querulousnegs, their groundi®ss jealousies,
and their angry repinings, by echoing all their ‘complaints; to
encogyrage them in their habitual per.masion of the tyrarmy and
. oppiession of their rulers; to teach them that the remedy for-
tHeir fancied wrongs and necessary burthens, lies in exertions .of
their ‘own unwieldy force; to talk to them as nfallible oracles
'~ in, politics, religion, and morals ; to expose to their contempt the
‘magistracy, the nobility, and the councils of the state, and to
" mock them with promises of benefit from changes, which it is
evident to reason can never raise wages, diminish taxes, or mul-.
tiply food, are the deplorable arts to which a candidate who de-
pends upon the affections of the vulgar must resort. 'Wé have
been always struck with the cruelty and indignity of this system
of cajolement and frand ; and are really afraid that more is done
at the season of a general election towards depressing and bruti-
fyi‘n%:hg understandings and character of the lower classes, than
can be repaired by all those spirited undertakings for instructing
the poor, and bettering their condition, by which the present era
is 0 creditably distinguished. ' '
We therefore presume to think, that if the House of Com-
mons were wholly composed of persons who had thus acquired
the favour of the multitude, our affairs would notbe more ably and
steadily conducted ; and that if there were no other channels of-
introduction to that assembly, a large proportion of the soundest
and wisest men in the country would be virtually excluded.
Upon the calmest consideration of these inevitable consequences,
we deprecdte a reform which would open the doors of the house
to thqse alone who' could enter therein upon the -shoulders of
‘the people. - o o . S
' \;’)e have ventured to make these remarks as an excuse for our -
_insendibility to the value of those electiofieering qualities of Mr,
Tooke, of which hisbiographer is such an admirer. His speeches
f)itl)m the hustings appear to us to have been the depositaries‘of
all »
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R * ' Monday, June 6, 1796.
% GENTLEMEN, ' § o RS

s 1 have:rhore satisfgction from this day’s poll than frdm il the.
days'which are past: not becsuse I have polled a greater number
of votes, but hecause my poll coptinues steady. This poll shews.

* a steady people, and the sttadiness of the people is of more cons

" sequence than the guining®of any tlection. You have this day
thrust down the admiral &8ne step. The admiral tells me that is a
very small step: it appears, thetefore, he does not value very much

® the being the first ih your esteem. 1 trust you will go on and give

» him%n opportunity to shew the excellence of his tewper, by trying
how he will hear to be put down the other steg. ' : i

“‘The admiral has said nothing to- you this day but to retum
you thanks, which he does not owe; for the numbers upon the poll”
are notoripusly not given to Sir A. Garduer, but te Mr, Pitt, the -
niinisten . . g R

® < The admiral told you the ether day (with what decerum youw
will consider) that he should much rather choose to be returned -
your representativz in parliament { which is merely a political situa-
tion) along with the right honourable gentleman, than with the
other candidate, although at the same time hodeclared that he dis-
liked the politics of that right honourable gentleman. He did not;
however, add a single word of disparagement of the other candidate,
whom he rejected for a colleague—I do not think he can. Butif
he can, or if those who sent him here can, 1 should be glad to hear
it ; and [ think, after such a voluntary and uncalled-for declaration,
he owes it in his owp justification te you : in the mean time, I em -
left to tind out the reason of his préference from the expressiuns -
which Be has used. -1 am compelled to suppose, that the baronet’s
reason is contained in the two words right Aonvurable, for with these.
words he graced that gentleman’s name. A title before a name
- may be a very patural motive for a baronet's preference in the
choice of his colleague, but I will endeavour very shortly to cone
vince you, that it would bea verybad motive for you in the choice of
@ representative, and I shall do it with the greater satisfaction to
myself, because Mr. Fox has a much better and 2 much moresolid
claim to your gupport ;- 1 mean that very oppositionto the minitéer
whichithe barenet dislikesy . . a0 e e
~* T this country, if any of yon have beenut the parade,- ortat a-
qeview, you have seen; the commanding
‘thejr men. (a8 th .do,

) ficers standing gollantly -
et ther men, (o the Tiere upon; the Iugpings)s -
- snd’give a word of coimma nely dideken
.. if you suppose fhey do 1
(3

hjgﬁ;er,ﬁ'heﬁ{-‘_ tipn, thessafer'in. time of _a%:iou‘ will be theif sitiad:
+ . tion. Now then, gentlemen, look at the Sonduct of that endmy, -
YUVORAVSNO. VI Tt T T e e
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'fram whom yon may learn some other things more useful than the
telegraph which we have adopted. . With them superibr merit and
Bravery aloue promote their private men frogn the ranks, and place
them in command, aud even at the head of their #mies, See the
never-failing consequence of this Practice in their lggt brilliant vic-
tory at ‘Lodi, when a column of their Bravest grenadiers were for a
momment stopped ; and hesitating at #he farious cannonade of the
Austrians, six of their generals rushed faremost at the head of the
column, gave the command, and (%hat way better) their example
8 front, the victory immediately followed. ¢ o
- “ You, gentlemen, the electors of Westminster, and all the other *
electors throughout England, will do well to consider and to ask
yourselves these questions:— L
¢ In our present cruel struggle between liberty and slavery,'whe
are the persons starving for want of bread? .
« ¢ To whom do the ministry propqs_g.dﬁostitute" ‘for bread ? .
"¢t Who are the persons oppressed, beggared, dishonoured, vili«,
fied, and ruined ? : :
“ Who are lariguishing and rotting in their gaols >—[ 4 voice from
the crowd said, Horne Tooke.]—It 15 true, 1 have been frequently
. ix;‘ prison, but at pressut I had forgotten myself, I was thinking only
-of you. s :
_ ¢ I wish you to consider, who are sentenced to be flogged to
death; or are tortured (the cruelest of all tortures) with putrid
diseases in their prisons? '
“ Who are sent as felons to Botany Bay? Who are cast into
dungeons, and treated and tried as traitors?
- {Many persons present exclaimed, * the people.]
-$¢ Gentlemen, you say true. It is so. It is we; we, the privates
in the ranks. o i
_'% Where all this whilé were our political general? Where were
our right honourable and honourable representatives ? Behind, safe,
and in the rear, reposing on their beds of pension and privilege. - .
« § Gentlemen—DBelieve me, you cannot possibly have the smallest
thance, vou cannot rexsonably entertain even the smallest hope of
success, unless at your elections you pass by these lords and these
lordlings, these barons and baronets, and choose your representas
/tives from amongst the privates in the ranks.” - L
_..'The other speeches pronounced by Mr. Tooke at the closeiof
eath day’s poll, during.the contest in which he wus engaged, are.
“cellected in the pages of his bi i;apher,‘ as constitating a bril-
_Lant feature of his public life. * Men view these things through:
pat media: - Some are of opinion, thu‘t%;addr’;:sées ‘to the

P

_  these bocasions, are entitled )
WWire of udulgences that a caudidate is at @il 1i ,
R himself of thic tmper of the ‘miltitude, ‘2h8 to ride- upon -
» accomplishment, of his .

“favour, however ﬂcgiﬂﬁ_réﬂ.i to the gcca of b
. That what Would be foul detraction st another time, s
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legitimate’ abuse upog these (:)ccasi‘ongi aud that falshood and®
exaggeratiog lose th¥ir essential quolities i the ngout!.l: of an
election oratorgand bécome the hurmless figures of Lis priileged
rhetoric. Others view these matters very differently. "They insist
upon the univérsality of the rulds of truth and honesty ; aud par-
ticularly, that there 1s a sord of reverence due to ignorance which
casts upon the virtwous mind a more than ordmary care of
what proceeds from him in the presence of raw and uninstructed
hearers.  Phocion§ upon liearing himself applamded by the mul-
titudle, expressed 10 somebody near him his apprehension that
some bad thing must have escaped his fips to aecount for the
acclgmation. 'There 1s no doubt, therefore, how Phocion wonld
have decided between the two opinions above alluded to ; and we
trust we shull not disgmace oursclves as christims by copying
dhat houest heathen in most of his pohiical sentiments, pas-
ticularly iu his hatred of tyianny, whether it be the tyranny of
established rule, the tyranny of usurpation, the tyranny of fac-
tion, or the tyranny of wmultnous force. :
The coutest for Westminster in which ¥r. Tooke made so
distinguished a figure was terminated on the 13th June 1796,
Myr. Tooke having lost his election after having polled 2819
votes ; and as all these were considered as pure votes, the defeat
of that gentleman was by his friends regurded as a vivtual triumph,’
and as such was celebrated at the Crown and Anchor Tavern,
by a very numerouseassembly, with a lauduble observance of all
the solemuitjes of eating, drinking, toasting, and harunguing.
Mr. Tooke beiug here called upon by an elector, to explain him-
self distinetly on the article of parliamentary reform, and to tell
the people by what means they were to regain their rights, and-
expel their,profligate ministers, delivered himself in the follow-
ing terms, : ' bl
@ < Gentlemen—Nothing in the world ever gives me more pleasure
than to be called fipon as the gentleman has done. It is the mqpi-
ner in which gentlemen should call upon all those persons who are:
their representatives, or who offer to bechme their representatives,
and scrutinize every sentiment they hold which relutes to public

libertys:: 1 am cplled upon for two things—one, which I.can answer

-and; one which 1 cannot. . As far as relates to myself, 1 ap able:
te.do ity 1am willing to.it, and.1 am glad to.do it; butwhen1am’

- <alled .upon-to ewplam the sentiments of a gentleman whe is absent,:

L myat beg to be
r. Fox, althou

him.® Héwever, the moment iv:‘ili.iiertain‘;

excused,. 1 think the best, and hope the besg, of
h there ure some things still left unexplained by
y'%mve, when ghe gentle.
Tast, anid myself who think as.we do, way
o‘explain hithself’ upon this sybject even if he were

€l M’

vot inlined todo o,
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" ¢ The gentléman has supposed, that if }_were in parliament, I

- too should bein a minority. I believe not$ for both the majority
and n{m_og'it{ would perhaps be unanimoud to hapg me. For the
means which the people ought toepursue to obtain a reform in par-
liament, I say, they onght to pumsue apy effectual means that shall _
be in their powcr. ~ Individuals canngt do much : but in my opi-
nion, individuals ought to pursue their, rights, ewen though they

.should produce the most sanguinary measures from. the minister
against them : they ought never to desist; forghough the minister
may slaughter them, tﬁe liberty of the people will arise out of their

blood ! |

From these scenes, the patriot and philosopher retired to the
shades of Wimbledon, where, according to the return made by
him to the commissioners of the income tax, his regular income
must have been small indeed. His biographer thus introduces

- and relates the circumstance. -

B .
«¢ Mr. Tooke's disposition to baffle and perplex those whom he
deemed the instraments of tyranny and oppression, has heen con-
“spicuous on many oBcasions: among instances of this kind, the two
- following letters are said to have passed between him and the com-
rnissioners of the income tax, i tuse spring of 1799.

, : “ TO JOHN HORNE TOOKE, EsQ..
'« Office of the commissioners for carrying into execution the act for
T “taxing income, - R
. ¢ Wandsworth, May 3, 1799.
¢ SIR, | ' ' ' . e
. The commissioners having under their consideration your de-
‘claration of incowe, dated the 26th of February last, have directed
-‘meto acquaint you, thut they have reason to apprehiend your in-
come exceeds sixty popnds e-year. They, therefore, desiré that
wyou will re-consider the said declaration, and favour me with ‘your .
: auswer on or before Wednesday, the 8th inst.. o
cun w00 .¢“Iam, Sir, your obedienteervant,
e s T %W B, LUTTLY, clerk” -
S “emi. W. B. LOTTLY,. - - )

have signed with nage.

ks e, pailiament
oved all the decencies which used to 0 penthens
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sreding occasion, so novel to Englishmen, and to give them every.
explanation and satisfiction which they may be pleased to require.
¢ - %¢ I am, Sir, your humble servant, o . °
‘¢ J. HORNE TOOKE."”

. ' .
One is a little surpriscd, putfing all these things tozcther, - to
find Mr. Horne Tooke in ¢ 801, a member of the legisluture, as
the representative of Old Sarum. We have but an obscure re-
collection of the demeanour bf Mr. Tooke as a legislator.  His
biographer says of*him, that those who had formed their opinions
of Bim as a violent partizan, had mistaken his character: that

“ he spoke in favour of an enquiry into the Ferrol exred;tion,
with equal temper and ability;” that on the Poor Rehef Bill,
% he declared himself an enemy to every departure from establish-
ed and approved principles,” and he gives as a specimen of his
eparliamentary talents, his speech in a committee on the high price
of provisions. We camnot refrain from extracting this precious
morceau, that our readers may form from it some estimate of
Mr. Tooke’s wisdom and eloquence in council, and how pro-
bable it was, that had he remained longes m parliament, the
public would have been enriched from the fund of his political
philosophy. .

< Sir, it is idle now to think ef keeping down the price of pro-
visions : you cannot keep it down, and your awkward attempts will
only make it rise the faster, Look back to the earliest tnnes, and
you see it constantly rising, and this cause coutinues to operate with
increasgd force. It is in vain then to struggle with inevitable ne-
cessity. You will only heap abuse upon abuse. Rewove the na-
tional debt, rcpeal the taxes, and then you may hope to see things
at u mwoderate price; but while you cg;ily add to the amount of
these, to entertain such a hope is madness. By this absurd and
ineffectuals attempt, the public distresses are rendeéred fur more
severe. The true friends to their country will allow things to Yife
fn their natural course. By thus doing nothing they will do every -
thing. They will avoid a thousand errors; they will save millions -

of lives, : S *

- ¢ Sir, in my-humble opinion, however paradoxical it may appear,
you ought to try to raise the price of every thing. This doctrine
may.-seem extraordivary, but it may be right . for all that; and I -
shall.at alletimes be ready to defend it. 'gptwithstanding all that
has been said, I am a great enemy to innovation.. I hate innovation
in-all things, i chorch, in state, and in agriculture. - My wital
christianity teaches me to love every thing that is established. ;. Do.

L]

T exnngine the attuchment I onght to have, to any system or practice,
- I do ndt examine its intrinsic merits, but'¥.say to wyseli—Is it esta-~
. blished ? Though a much ‘better may be pointed out to me, . still
1 think®it ought.«o be: ddhered ‘to, and. that no. rash expeliment

ese are my opinions-—these have ever bgen

S
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my apinions. - I ‘have long been in public l(ife; I have spoken a
good deal, and written still more. But let'any one gxamine my
speechés and publications with the greatest minutengss, and 1 defy
him to shew that I ever expressed a sentiment contrary to what I
now utter. Those principles, Sir,*compel me to disapprove of this
measure; I cannot consent to see the sysgem of agriculture changed;,
I-cannot consent to sce a man obliged to.pay a premiuin against
bimself, It makes little difference whether the people pay more for
the potatoes, or pay an additional taux for a &ounty to produce
them. But it is idle thus to think of lowering the price. 1fyou
wish to promote the comfort of the poor, raise as speedily as
possible the price of labour. It is far too low, and must soon rise
in spite of you. Though not young, T am unot very old, and within
my recollection the price of labonr has Lueew trebled.  Effects will
still follow causes, and it must soon advance much farther. Why
then strugale against a necessity which no human power can con-,
trgul, and no human ingennity elade? Where will the stormy full 2
1 allaw it must at last fall somewhere, and 1 say it muss full upon
the public ereditor. A man lends 100/, to government, and gets
three per cent, for it. M the quartern-louf 1s at sixpence, he gots
one hundred and twelity loaves a-vear, but now he gets only forty or
Jifty, und in a short thne he may pot get twenty. Thus, in the
course of things, he may be altogether ruined.  The poor will not
ultimntely sutter, for their wages will be inereased 1 proportion,
‘The landed interest will not sufter, for their rents will be increased
in proportion.  The revenue will not suffer, for in the same propor-
tion the ability of the people to contribute wilk be inerensed.  “The
misehief will only full upen the holders of stock, and as theyare not
a very numerous sct of men, it will not be difficult to relieve them,
These steps seem to be taken to prevent the monied intercst from
being alarmed. They certainly would be less willing to advance
their raoney, but it is unfair thus to try to deceive them,” .

» YWhatever were Mr. ‘Tooke’s qualifications for the task of [e-
istation, the clergy incupacitation act prevented them from being
displayed after the end of the session of the parliament into which
hie had been elected. With what diguity or usefulness that gen- -
tleman filled up the remaining years of his life, we shall not pre-
‘sume to enquire.  According to the sage historian of his Sife,
wihiose book has been the apology for this article, his houssieon-
tinlugd jo be the school in which some of the disciples of reform:
were iustructed in political wisdom. . His Lospitality towards the
latter:erid .of his:life, his biographer believes, was®confined 10, the
~diunersiwhich he’gave on -Sundays to his political . friends, and-
-among. “theseSto - the ‘upfortuuate My, Pual.: For. some - time
‘betbre tus' death; whickhappened on. whe:d9th Miech 1812, Mr..

had beeu‘;ima‘_gmlmipg state, aybmust qonsequengly have
prospect of the_final change £ fore his eyes, in.
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good time to bestow upon it the proper reflections. He is stated

in the ook before N - to have expressed his confidence in the

existence of agsupreme being, whose final purpose was tie hap-
iness of . his creatures. . ST

Whether this was all, oy hishistorian has out of delicacy for-.
borye to draw aside the curgain, and shew himn to usin the lasu crisis
of mortality, we cannot tgll. ’eradventure, even after the departure
of his friends who surroundet! his bed, a short pause was yet al-
lowed him, of whi#h some beneficial use was made. In what reli-
gious belief, or whether in any, he breathed his last we pretend not
to know ; we hear neither of prayers or sacraments ; and we find
hitg desiring that no funeral ceremony might be read over his
remains, which he had directed to be laid in a vaalt in his garden.
A comymand, doubtless more honoured in the breach than it

« would have been in the observance. [t is difficult to divine the
reason for this rejection of the rites of our church, unless on the
ground of nnbelief in its doctrines. We will venture to say his
soul could lose uothing by the ceremony ; and the sceptic who
denics not the possibility of what he doubgs, must coufess it to
be dangerous at least, to withdraw from God, a service which,
to speak humanly, has been once vested in hin by the ordinances
of holy men.

Mr. Horne Tooke has not left bebind him very voluffnous
proofs of his litevary and imtellectual attainments. Some very
trifling productions, such as a contrasted sketch of the charac-
ters o¢ Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, in which at the time when it
was published, it suited the writer’s political connections to’
exalt the merit of Mr. Pitt; and a letter to a friend on the re-
ported marriage of his royal highness the Prince of Wales, are
scarcely worthy of being ennmerated. * In his character as a
clergyman, he favoured the'world with a sermon on friendship,

ethe tendency of which is said to have been wholly political.
This sermon was dedicated to Alderman Townsend, dated Feb.

/2%, 1760. We have never seen the production, but can readily -

“believe his biographer when he pronounces it unequal to-the
_sermons of either Tillotson or Blair. e e e

= But the great work of Mr. Tooke was his EITEA WTEPOENTA, .-
or Diverdions of Purley, the: first editiof of which appeared in
1786, being' an ‘expausion of the idea which he had first an- .
nounced to the world 4s’a discovery, in a letter written to -Mr. .

- Dunning; in the year 1778, and published in the form of 3 :pam-
‘phiets “An’ enlarged - edition: was afgerwards preduced;.
‘within'a few years previousto hiis- death; snothe :
m‘:‘p}eﬁmce,vuﬂda‘w ‘tile of:

“svork. .. -
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s.-The fandamengal hypothesis of Mr. Tooke’s theory, seems to
be this—That the .only necessary words or'ru&a of speech are
nouns vnd verhs, and that all others are only the substitutes of
these undiy the proper title of abpreviations. In this manner all
the uudeclinable parts of speechp as adverbs, canjunctions, and
prepasitions have conie into existencey These, and all those parts
of gpeech: usually called particles, only jupply, by the common
-gonsent, into which mankind have sgradually and imperceptibly
fallen, the place and meaning of the proper ®ustituents of lan-
guage—the noun and the verb. . Without these particles the fan-
guage might move or be dragged like a sledge, but these are the
wheels which enuble it to move rapidly, and approach mpre
vearly the quickneds with which our thoughts are generated. -

Qur passions and our necessities are a?ways prompting us to
shorten and condense the miedia of commuvication. Thus, in,
the progress of refinement, we hiave continued to multiply these
forms of speech, which, like what is called short-hand n writing,
emalile us to follow the course of the mind at a Juss distance,
and with greater fidglity.  All particles, therefore, according to
Mr. Tooke, are only absidged forms of speech, and understond

“m their truc expansion, are perfectly significant, Thus ¢ i’ is
merely a verh. [t is the imperative of the Gothic or Anglo-sazon
word pipaN Lipan, and la those languages as well as in the
JFinglish tormerly, this supposed conjunction was pronounced
and written as the common imperative purely, pip Ing, gif.  And
accaordinigly our corrupted € if* has always the signification.of the
English imperative ¢ Give,” and no other, and this is the proper
resolution. of the consteuction, Wherever the datum wpon

~which aiiy conclusion depends, is a sentence, the article* that’

-8 wnderstood, and may be inserted after if. “ How will the wea-

. ther dispuse of you tomorrow ! IF fair, it will send me abroad ;
JF toul, it will keep me at home.” ¢ BT o e

1o Jhere the datwum is not - If that,” but “ If, 1. e. give fair wea-

pex, ot give foul.”  But let the expression be, “ If it is fair
> or “If it is foul weather,” und then the article “that’
stgod, and may be inserted after * If) as, If thatitis

et;, o, Af that it is.foul.: And this, suys Mz, Feoke,
d.to hold uyiversally, not ouly with 4% but with

.that, unless that,
) put in this

hat.. An ip. of if, is-also
Iso but the wpperative,of the Anglo-
winth likewise meansto g’iséf:’or_-.-tq gremt,
same minr.yalessis traced to the Sayon Osleypwhich
perative- of the. verh Oulerangio.diossing. - But; from

: ﬂbpmﬁed mmnutms such as, bus
et shat,. K. (which are’ real
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Be-uean, the imperative of Bean-utan, to be outi;*dnd, from
Kn-av, the imperative of Anan-av, to accumulate:: * §Not that
1 mean,” says Mr. Tooke, “ that those words which ate'called
wanditional conjunctions are $o be accounted forin all languimges
i the same manner as | have accounted for if and an. - Ner,
indeed, that they must a§l mean precisely as these two do, ‘give
and grant, but some word equivalent; such as be it; suppose, al-
dow, permnit, suffer, &c., witich meaning is to be sought for from
‘the particular etfinology of each, respective language, not from
me unnamed and wunknown ° iurns, stands;” postures, &e. of
‘the mind, as Mr. Locke expresses it.” In short, to put - this
watter out of douir, 1 mean to discard all supposed mystery,
not ouly about these conditionals, but about ull those words
also which Mr. Harris and others distinguish from prepositions,
and call conjunction of sentences. [ deny them to be a sepurate
sort of words or part of speech by themselves; for they have-not
a sepurate manner of siguification: although they are not devoid
of siwmfication.  And the particular signification of each must
be sought for umongst the other parts ofg speech by the help of
the particular ctymoﬂxgy of each respective language. L
“ By such means aloue can we clear away the obscurity and
errors i which grammarians and philosoj:hers ha:e been -
volved by the corruption of some common words, and the
useful abbreviations ot construction.  Aund at the sanie time we
shall get rid of shat farrago of -useless distmctions into conjunc-
tivep abjunctive, subdisjunctize, copulative, negative, continua-
tive, subcontinuative, positive, suppositive, adversative, condition- .
al, suspensive, illative, conductive, declarative, &c. &e. &c.
which expldin nothing.” C S
Wetave given this passage from the work, because it will help
very much to cxplain both the matter and the manner gf the
writer. ‘Though we do not go to the length to which many of
-his_contemporaries have gone, in admiration of the learning and
-pliilosophy of the - treatise, we are *Very far from denying: the
‘ngenuity of some of the hypotheses, and the general -ashty. of
‘the work, especially when considered i the light of an agsistant
-and guide o the lexicographer. - Some remarks, however, we.
think, ‘Tust necessarily force: thenelves upon the mpost candid
~mind; in thg perusal of - the ‘Diversions of Purley. "The work is
-evidently destitute sof that comprohensiveness of reasoning, that
power of geteralizing, and that philosephical arrangenrent; which
‘usally:accompany the nrareh of owginal gemws, consolidating
‘amd perpetuating - its .discoveries and ‘acquisitions® Few'general.
‘obwervations on~etyfnology, or the mauner in which mtoral, and
siccidents -and asocistions, o national habjts and pe-




.26 Reid’'s Memoirs of Horne Took#,

cliliarities of ‘condition, ‘bring about its vague; collateral, and
latent resiits and combinations; nothing of dediiction from the
principl¥siof speech, or what the Grecks call soieig ; nothing or
next to nothing, on the mutability ©of lctters, the interchange of
souuds, . the ‘elliptical defalcations 8f sentences, or, in short, the'
silent théugh natural and necessary fluctuations of all languages,
oceur in either of the volumes under comsideration, to connect
the different hypotheses of the work into a system, or enable

. dlie reader from souie fixed point or station to t8ke in the whole

~ of -what the author has spread out before him. The work is
oceupied only with details, 1 which one or two very good #Aits,
if we maybe excused the adoption of the term, having been
made, the amalogy is pursucd with an undeniable spirit and

~ success. But it really scems to us that the merit lay principally

- in‘the first idea, which, having been once started, the subsequent
instances of its successful application displayed little more than
a sort of mechanical labour.  And according to the author’s own
account, this labour was extended over all the most VIgOrous
years of his existence.
* M. Tooke appears tohave been so trapsported with the maguitude
of his supposed discovery, and perhaps so clated with the culogy of
someof hisignorant contc mporaries, by whom he was atonceexalt-
ed tothe sime class with Baconand Newton, as to keep nomeasures
with those grammarians or philosophers to whom his theory had
not presented itself. Mr. Locke is treated with very litthe ce-
remony, the grcat and learned Bishop Lowth is taken from his
Iudestal, and the ill-fated author of Hermes is degraded from his
iterary rank with every mark of contumely and scorn. We'do -
_not kuow that in all our acquaintance with authors and author-
ship, we have ever ohserved the conceit of discovery apd illu-
minetion carry the bloated feeling of self-importance and con-

_tempt of others, to a wilder excess. Iaving shewn, and we ad-

. ity satisfactoriiy shewn, thaf what are called particles by thegram- .

_siiwians;-are nothing' but- abbreviations, and are, therefore, de- -
dutible \to a significant origin, he is full of the most insolent.

e st for those, and for Mr. Harris among others, who have
~ tredtedk them as “separate: parts of ‘speech, and have bestowed
" upon ‘fhem distiuct appellations in reference to their différent
 offices ctugl composition. - But, surély, it is.gs absurd to

ith-the differenit names given to particles after they
“Have assiimcd their different applicable forees in ‘composition,
G egn e practice o*giving different  appellatiuns to the
if ity diffe stagres of being; from the egg’ to the -
ut ‘etymologyis every thing wifh Mr. Wooke, ¥tis . .
by which every corruption ‘in Jant\iage is.to be-cured. -
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it is to furnish a test by which - we are to try the propriety ad
legitimacy of all or common modes of speech, und before we
can be sure, that we are expressing ourscives with pamrity,’ we
must resolve the phrase into 3ts Anglo-saxon elements. What is
this but a retrograde motion tewards barbartsm itself! T

We are far from undegvaluing the usefuluess of etymoiogical
researches.  They sypply the lexicographer with some of his.
best materials.  But wheng instead of assistances towards the
exposition of lakguage, they are proposed as the means of re-
sPricting its compass of expression, and narrowiny it to the rus-
tic simplicity of an ignorant period, its proper application seems
te be cgregiously mistaken. s it of such vast importauce that
the pedizree of every word should be ascertalned ¢ can no pre-
seription settle the sense of a word?  And if the common con-
seut of centuries have aflized a meaning to a word, a- nieaning,
too, absolutely necessary in the intellectual intercourse of so-
clety, must its title be still open to cavil by referring. to the
musty records of its barbarouns origin ?

This is really the madness of etymglogy, and Mr. Horne.
Tookes imagination inflamed by the vanity of discovery, seems
to be completely possessed by it.  Politics, morals, and meta-
physics, arc all brought under its magical power.  On the sub-
Jecet of the rights of man, we are first, according to him, to settle
the derivative sense of the word right.  And thus in a sup-
posed discussiog in the way of dialogue between himself and
Sir d'rancis Burdett, we are told that right is no other than
réct-wm (regitum), the past participle of the Latin verb regere.-
Whence w Ltalian you have ritto, diritto, and dritto, in French
droict, and their modern droit.  In the same manner our English
word just is the past participle of the word jubere. Sir Francis
then adks “ What is law i” And he is told that in our apgient-
books it was written laugh, lagh, lage, and ley, being the past
tense and past partieiple of Lag of the Gothic and Anglo-saxon
verb A AT GAN, lecgan, ponere, and that it means .something
laid down as a rule of condact.  Right, theu, says Mr. Tooke, is

~ what is ordered and commanded ; at which proposition ths gentle .
_8ir, Francis seems to take some alarm, as if reght itsclf must in’
realityhe that which etymology determined it to be; and if jits -
sense, according to-its etymology, should turn out to be.
which is ofdered, the dilemma . which he would }
would be this, either to deny that the nature. of .tke thi
must depend upon . its. etymology, which  Wonld

against the grammatical dogmas of Mr. Tooke, Wi
in the obligasion ofmbedience to whyt was qudep
vefoing powsr..; He s rescued from, this;
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- sage anstrugtor;: whotells him, that ﬂmugh every thing which is

_ ordered and commanded is right and just and ought to be

obéyeds. yet that as one thing may be ordered by the govem-

ment, and another by the laws of God and human mature, it is
for theindividual to look for whawis right in what is commanded
by the higher, in opposition to that gvhich is ordered by the
meaner, authoritiés. And thus out of thegtymology of the word

‘he furnishes a practical lessont of polity, grounded upon
awhat he calls the rights of man, and on whick we have already
dnhvered our sentiments,

.7 - But according to this grammaucal metaphysician, RIGHT
“is_not’ more obsequious to the etyiology of the word, than
TRUTH, which in the abstract sense in which we have been
=0 long nnderstandmg it, he fairly etymologizes out of existence.
Sir-Francis, willing to take up with nothing that does not repose
upon a good etymological foundation, puts this short question
to the philosopher. Whatis truth?  Upon which Mr. Tooke,
aftei:some pleasant allusions to the scriptures, in which we shall

:no&foﬂow him, betakes himself 10 his oracle and expounds its

.etymﬁl “ Like the other words, frue s also a past parti-

ciple.of l.he verb TRA AN, Tneopan, contidere, to thivk, to

,b ieve firmly. This past participle was anciently written trew,
‘which is the regular past tense of trow. As the ‘verbs to blow
- -t0 erow, to Lkow, to throw, give us in the past tense blew, crew,

- kmew; threw. True, as we now write it, or {ngw, as it was fore
: n»etiy written, means simply and merely,. that which is trowed ;

~and, iustead of its being a-rare commodity on earth, except only

“in.words, there s nothing but truth in the world. ‘I'hat every
yoirn; i his communication with others, should speak that which

he: mxk,as of so grest importance to mankind, that it onght
- notdp surprize:us, if we find the most extravagant and‘exagge-

- xated pruses bestowed upon-truth. But truth supposes man-
. dind s for whom and by whom alone the word is formed, and to
 ookowr only it s appliceble. If wo man, no truth. There is, -

Mfm, tio such thing as eternal, immutable, everlasting truth; -
: tud, such ae they are af present, be also eternal,im-

>, and.: ev,erlastmg. { Two petsons .imay. contradict. elmh :-

‘ yet both. speak- truth: - for. the truth of auéperwn

may &:wpposite to -the trath of: ‘another. - +To spesk truth.may

heaviceanwell as.a wtue : forthere ure many.ogcasions where

i ought netito ‘be.s
W ) husduzmldahatlbmmammmg 'Qsophym

¢ 'T'0 us.it seeans nothing better thau flat nonsense.

sothing then progeeding from God whichemay be culled
tm# Ja-there nothing which may be- snlled abao-.;
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lutely ¢rue in the necessary relations of ideas? Nothitig nnmutalﬂy
true in thy properﬂes of figures? Nothing in stience, nothmg in
feeling, notlung in the consequences of actions, nothm 2
son, nothing in revelation ¢rue, because the word truth 18 deii
from an Anglo-saxon wqrd which means ouly a conﬂdent belief
or persuasion {

After this specimem of Mr. Tooke’s powers of pbllosophxcal
investigation and close thinking, we confess we are not sorry
that ke did not fiid time to execute his threat of applying ¢ his
system of language,” as he hinted to his docile pupil he had
thoughts of doing, “to aﬂ the different systems of metaphysical
(i. e verbal) importance.” We certainly should not have -been
among the & jpusos, but have endured the’ chagrm of Seemg all
our gontemporaries outstrip us in the recondite mysteries of the
new science, content to bring up the rear of the great intelfec-
tual march, and to remain the least endowed among the votanes
of science.
~ But we would not be suspected of dealing hareHy with’
Tooke. We certainly are among those whg appreciatc his labours
highly for the sake of the valuable lights which he has occasionally
thrown upon a very abstruse and difficult subject; we wish we
could forget the use which he has made of a grammatical trea-
tise as a vehicle for his angry passions, and his inveterate hostility
towards the government of his country, and the dispensers of its
laws. » We can more easily forget his Jofty appreciation of +his
owrpmerit, and his disdain of his great predecessors ini the same -
department of literature. His strong Pre;udnces in favour'of the.

- parent language of his country, if they provoke a sinile, it"ot t '
surely to be a smile bordering upon appmb'ttlon Iticra
pleaaaqt to observe the precipitance with which he decides; ﬁom
the frequency of similar words in the Saxon and Latin langaages,
that the founders of the Roman state were from the noirth of -
Europe instead of the north of Asia, not reflecting - that ‘those .

~who served as mercenaries in the Roman armies, and: }earned .
.their religion from Romish pnests, must have. been mcms, ,
mdee& ‘'of the purity of their native tongue to have abshme& ftom

ing Roman words into their barbarous dialect, * e

- 7AWeshall not easily.find in any auther more seimlﬂeaobm

- tiom on thg advantages of abbreviations in general,. -and 9f the
defe)ch tive mmnerﬁslmw!uclh thédy have been adop’ t';addm;? m ,
lan, “ A short, close, and compact mgtho >

guMg?kae, - answersmhepumna of a mgp'updn % uced
¥ ly:the cbmpwhﬂsmnm °“’;W

" mgeneuhetedhmgfmqh ‘egables

;32_:'§¥&;%*W" “humerons kn&mﬁmw
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which Would otherivise ‘totally escape s, Our ancient .tcmgue,.
beebserves, was very destitute of abbreviatiot in the nganuer of
ﬂgmﬁt.mon of'w:)rds, and our early authors being, pressed by
‘the defecty-endeavoured to remedy it.  They perceived that
other hmguages were possessed oé the abbreviatious of which
they were in want: they did not stop togconsider the nature and
origiti'of them, and the manuer of their adoption : they did not
givé themselves the trouble of investigsting the contrivance which
 was ‘the parent of them, in order to proceed in ®e same manner
with 'the.r own language, and by similar methods to procure fof
it similar conveniences: but they took a much shorter coursc:
' they seized the terms themselves, and engrafted them on the dis-
cordant stocks of a heterogeneous dinlect.  The consequence
- has been, that our roots belong to one language, while our, de-
rivatives are taken from another; that the defects of our tongue
have been supplied at the expﬂ.ce of its uniformity ; and that
our dialect is a medley rather than a language.” We should
have been heartily glad to have found the good sense and dis-
_ crxmmatWe observatiog by which the above passage 1s distin-
: gumbed ‘extending its 3!31‘8(‘!6!‘ over the whola work, but alas!
- bis stermy politics are perpetually disturbing the pe'mvful region
of literature, and frightening hits muse ont of her senses. - We
~ mdy add too, that what portion of good sense his politics left
: hxm, was further abridged by his petulant vanity.
- Our: readers, we trust, will pardon us for thys introducing a

criticism of: the diversions of Purley iu a review of a bmy ap!u- -

cal ‘sketch of the author’s public life; but as the production of
thatwerk ‘was by far the most unpornun act of his life, and ls
that -exertion of “his powers by which alone he will probably be

knewsto poesterity, we thought it due to the public, and to those

o Eﬂn@lcs -and objects which gave existence to the Pritishy

to oﬂer our opmmﬂ umdu]l) aud uureserwdlv on lts
7 merits,

£

. ibatewe cannot yet fors.xke the snbject t:H we havc bcslo“ o

" Tk #iid with the invention of the mariner’s compass, the
“art of .p7isting, or the circulation of the blood.. Now, althougl

. al f&yvmbservatmns on the credit which has been given toit for"
' ' ',fmuovelty of its theory Asa dmcovtry it has usually -

.‘::_'\u:' are ey remiy to ackmowleédge that the system-lias “been

T nlznm'w‘l, 'lﬂusu:ated

: think-. that the merit, o!? the

and -improved in the -haills of this
the first’ drsc-

L ’be aljowed him without" domg groat -

hﬁguage ‘was originally composed dinly
these were th PW*:‘;
i au: ovtnio of veryancient dat -end.
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of the Platopice Questiones of Plutarch, the same gpinioneis
' maintai and iMustrated with great correctness.and elegante
.of expretsion. The same remark will be fouud bothsin. G..J.
Vossius and in Professor Schultens. (See Schuliens, sect. §;-and
"G.J. Vossius dc arte Gragm. lib. 8; cap. 1.) The instance
which first: originated Yhe whole scheme 1 the mind of Mr.
Tooke, appears to hgve been the palpuble aud beautiful etymo-
logy of our word if, whicheve have seen is derived from the An-
glo-Saxon verb rignifying to give. Now both Skinner and Junius
. give us the same etymology, as Mr. Tooke is himself forced to
acknowledge.  Thus Skinner: ¢ If (in agro Linc gif) ab A. S.
Iup si hoc a verbo Inpan dare. g. d. dato.” How pear also
. Skinner was to a similar mode in deriving unless and but,. may
be scen under those respective words in his glossary.,

Mr. Tooke has no greater claim to originality In respect to
his treatment of adjectives, which he considers as nothing but
inflections of nouns and verbs, and therefore denies them any
place among the parts of speech, or the essential constituents
of language. What are usually called adjectives and participles,
are only verbs or nouns with adjective términations. We shall
find iu Wallis the same position expressed nearly in the same
terms. “ Adjectivum respectivum nilil alind est quam ipsa
vox substantiva adjective posita.” = And again,” ¢ Quodlibet
substautivum adjective positum. degenerat in adjectivum,” - We.
do not, however, dis}mte the merit of Mr. Tooke inthe appli-
.catié)n of this principle of exposition to our own language, and

n the great propriety and pertinence of his remarks upon the.
practice of adopting the adjectives and participles of; other
languages, where these abreviations have been found. ready to
our hauds ,instead of abbreviating our own vernacular words, in
imitatien of what had been done in -foreign dialects,” Thyg he
says, while boy, man, woman, mind, Inrth, life, &c. areouar
own words, the adjectives are of foreign origin, as infantine,
puerile, virile, human, female; feminine, mental;. :yatal,
vetal, &c. . o o o
Thut the pariicles are only elliptical. abbreviations, .or-the.
fr‘ﬁgmeuts -and vestiges of other words and phrases; -and.partic.
ularlyecorrupted from verbs, and, therefore, to be regarded-as

. C
thaving 4 basis of meaning, is a discavery of the.most interest-
ing and beastiful kipd;.but-the merit of it does not restiwith
Mr. Tooke: Hoogeyeen, -in. bis: prefatory discourse:en -the
doctrine. of the Greek particles, expresses hinmelf.in substance
as follows : * That ':_t};%pl,:i_g'itz‘\qof.;;th%,ﬁ;e'gk,‘jjﬁs wvelbms that of
'o'th? .languages,. wgs at first _eutirely. simple, naturg; herself,
leads .us. to, suppuse ; andsdhe.proBability. i, thet: te first.
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‘mdﬂs; framed. wmh to,,expnesa things . and actions nlone,»
witthout particles; wluch, howaver great théie power : i affect~’
“ing ‘senteuces Iu. various ways, yet are not to be consilered
“absolutely: ary. .. This priority of verbs and rours bein
easily come at the origin of particles. Those*
erbs which the most. ancieny people introduced in ="
nstruction at full length in their discourses, .succeed- «
.ages, for the sake .of brevity, bave inserted in-a mutilated
3 .ieavmg them in part to he understood, a-d retaining only
the vestiges and traces of: the .words and sentences themselver. -
So that in truth, particles were originally nothing but nouns and
verbs, for exanxple-—tmxgan; epiroropsi Thaarwy @ihogopameva .
sypapsv. . Here we have two sentences opposed to each othey, -
and-the opposition is clear.. But if it were thought necessary
to express the opposition, the manuer of doing it would bave
_been thus: Zuwxparss spiAcoges, aAro or aAda Atfw, Marwy 7a
pirsgopapéva eypaper. With the wards @A’ Or -aArx Asfw the
sentence is rendered full and complete, and in this manner, no
doubt; the remotest ages expressed themselves. 'Those who
followed, omitted Asf® for the sake of brevity, and retained
airg, which word alone came thus to signify an opposition be-

. tween the sentences, and the place of its accent. bemg changed

he. ancxems, and in some not very ancjent writers who
»amculzuly smdlons of brevlty Thus in Hom i

AM 3¢ o1, épsw, ov 6" & pgm ﬁum wa'tv.
henophon s Cyropedia, 1. 8, p. 211, ‘where  the
passing to a different -point, . Km drno 8¢ oor fos. .
~also the particle E! if, ‘the same. wmer derives from the
person. ‘of the verbs sw and’ api. From § £, when the sense
yijs. shewing the procedure of the “consequence - from.
isses in the process of the argumeit, as .l Aragum‘n;'
m,&mg 515 but’ when it Js 1o be. nnderstood in  the:
way H‘ arguineiftative interrogation, it seems rather deducible.
mm, and then it must be understood as implyi 3
same as v ws in the Dutch and’ Engﬁs
phrases: zs het zoo,” ““isitso,” or the Latin
A similar: account is given by Hoogeves
-other particles, and though he may be,
‘wroug, a g in his conjectures,
< weong, th ciple of the etymology isthy
Tbe feal truth is; thae Mr. Horne Tﬂ

h’or'_
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praise of cousiderable mgenuity in the application of a well*
known th&ry, and this 1s all.  But it is equally true that he wus
not above taccepting from those by whom he was surrosndetl,
and who, for the most part, were much inferior 10 himself i
knowledge, the character of ghe mveutor of a perfectly new
philosophy in grammar, sfperseding and avnihilating all former
systems.  This exalted station in the ntellectual world he
cortainly arrogates to hamsclé’ 1 many parts of his work, and
his vamity has beer fed by the ignorant wonder of those who
hiawe never studied granunar, but in the Diversions of Purley.
Fhatulent with the fumes of this hyperbolical praise, he begins
at bast to assume the sisle of an oracle, and not conteat with
careviug throveh the woerl the wir of a great exposer of pre-
seriptive errors, and o reveader of new truths to mankind, the
hierophaut suddeuls and abrupudy concludes his work with a sort
sof mysterions hint to his disciples, that all which they had
hitherto heard was anlyv the prelude to some grand explosive
discoveries which woubd at once blow up all the systems of logie
and mactaphysies by which the world had been grossly deluded.
Lo what muy have heen the expectation of Sir Francis and
his other diseiples, we do not preend to know, but, for our-
selves, we cannot but suspect that the true reason of My
Tooke™s denving all further communication to his pupil, either
respecting the natnre of the verh, or the wonderful things he
professed to have in reserve, was, that he had come to a dead
stund, and had, in ;Eoud truth, nothinr more to commuwicate.
O1 the private charaeter and gualities of the late: Mr. Tooke
we have forborn to say much, for the reasons given in the
beginuing of this article. W have never sat at any of his
Sunday dinmers, or wituessed the style of his nunners and be-
haviour. e hive heard that his temper, if not mild, was cog,
andd that afl that was done by him, whether good or bad, was
considerately done @ that in strength of nerve no man was his
superior, and we have scen thag, i his steady adherence to his
purpose, all his words and actions proclaimed his con-
sistency and cournge. No moral or physical evils (and he
scems  to have had a share of both) were capable, ac-
cording toseport, of making any impression upon this character-
1stic fortitude; and, what is much to the henour of his philosophy,
amidst the sutfings af his Latter years, his friends appear to have
found in him neither the guerulonsness of disease, nor the morose-
ness of age. We have heard him praisgd for his Tospitality ta
his fricnds, and his wit is said to have run sparkling #ad clear to
the verydregs. ' e have understood, that{:l conversation he was
mstructive, fluent, and full of anecdote, but at the same time
VOL. IV. NO. VII. D -
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lax, disputatious, and dictatorial,and too ready to sacrifice the mosy
fmiportant questions to the vanity of paradgx. Of lfs weneral
mtellectual powers too much has been said. His miad seemed
to have been deficient in compass and comprehension, as mueh
as it excelled in subtlety, foree, ghd penetration.  Subtlety and
force in conversation frequently stand $or merit of a higher kind.
But the Diversions of Purley have shbwn him in his true light,
as a man made for minute investigation, (6 single efforts, and for
desultory rescarch, but wanting 1 that vigorous mtensity of
thought which 1s necessary to the thorough prosceution of
complicated theme, from its first principles to 1te distant analo-
gies; and i that philosophieal taste which, disposing the parts of
a subject n their natural order, facilitates the telligence. of
ihe reader, and dismisses him permanently impressed.

His social hours were chiefly passed among men of abilities
mferior, but of sentiments correspondent, 1o his own, and among =
whomi, as be could not meet with muchopposition, itis probable he
displayed no want of complacency.  But to those from whom
he differcd, cither i literature or politics, he was not, as we have
seen, remarkable for {fis forbearance or charity.  Against dignities
and authoritics, and against all those situations of honour and
trust, to which good men for the sake of society pay a cheerful
reverence, his life was one unceasmg warfare.  This we bave
heard sometimes imputed to the provocations of perpetual failure
in his attempts to ratse lnmself” 1o an eminence ona level with his
talents, and we are ready to admit this excuse as far as envy
can he an excuse for acrimony. or disappointment for révenge.
It may be, as we have found it suggested in a delineation of the
character of Mr. Tooke lately in our hands, that had he ob-
tained a situation v which lis great taulents had found their
poper scope and exercise, that disposition and conduet which,
under the exasperations of disappomtment, were dangerous
to the peace of society, would have been the source of blesstigs®
to the nation.  We will not contradict this charitable surmise, hut
we must be permitted to say that we can never regret, that the
man ou whom disappointment operated in the manner supposed,
was never tried in a situation of power, or trusted with the
accomplishment of his wishes. .

2
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Awr. .~ Elements of Chemical Philosophy. By Sir Humphry
Davy, RL.D. Sceretary to the Royal Society. Part I, v. 1.
Johuson, S§. Paul's Church-yard.  Price 18s. -

L]
W E opened this work with grent expectation; we have not been
disappuinted.  Itis the werk of a num whose discoveries have
formed an cra in chegistry,—who has studied the science not
merely in books, but in the operations of the laboratory, and
in the phenomena i nature ; and who has been for many years
aceustomed to deliver popular illustrations of it.” No person
has better qualifications for a work upon the elements of chemical
philosophy: and we bestow no mean praise when we say, that
we think hie has oxeented the task 1 a manner worthy of hunself.
The muterials, aud the arrangement of the matenials, are
equalli® new.  Respecting the former we siall speak last, as
"we have most to say upon 1. The arrangement 1s simple and
clear, and the parts well connected.  An elegant, learned, and
concise history of chemistry forms the mtroduction. It is the
first which has appeared, that is not a copy ¢f Bergmann’s. * Sir
1. Davy bas uot, like the Swedish chenust, gone into remote
antiquity 1 search of the origin of  chemistry ;- -to Cain and
Tubud-cain,—but has shewn that chemistry was not even known
to the Grecks; that its birth-place was the furnace of the al-
chemist, and that its native country was Arabia.  He bas brougln
down his historicaly shetch to the preseut time, and thus traced
the progress of chemistry from an art to a science.  The pre-
sent volume constitutes only the first part of the whole work,
but it is all thathas yet appeared. The subjects treated are,* the
laws of chiemical changes; and the undecompounded bodies, with
their primary combinations.” 'The tirst division of the work relates
to the poters of matter in general; the sccond, to radiant o
gthercal matter, as heat, hight, electricity, and magnetism; the
third, to empyreal undecompounded substances, viz. oxygen
mnd chilorine, and their combinations with each other; the
fourth, to tlie undecompounded inflammable substances not
metallic, and their combinations with the preceding bodies and
with each other ; the fifth, to the metals and their primary com-
binations; ethe sixth, to substances the nature of which is
not fully known, and the seventh and last, to the analogics be-
tween the undctompounded substances, speculations respect-
g their nature, and the relatious of their compounds.  This
arrangement in the present state of our {nowledge 13 excellegt
particularly as it separates the certain from the doubtful, the
Lnown fgom the uaknows, the establishedatruths of science®and .
‘ U
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generalizations of facts, from speculative \Jews and gnalngica?
reasonings.

It s not our intention to enter into a minute aqalvm of this
work, but to consider the striking features which give it charac-
ter, and the new and genceral doclhines which it contams.

When we compare what chemistrytis at present with what it
was fifty years ago, we are filled witl* astomshment.  The
German ]b‘.ll(!\()lihv was theu the fashion of the times, and the
German school was at the height of its grorv. A few sub-
stances only were known, and those very vaguely: the numiser
of the ancient metals was indeed somewhat enfarged, but the
chemists of those dayvs had not leamnt to dxmn--\mh the diffr-
ent kinds of earths, and llw\ were not at all acquumted with
the different kinds of gasses hey culled all the aws they mei
with factitions airs, and wm‘eiwd them 1o be all merely” differ-
ent moditications of the air of the atmnsphcu . Staties had vt
been browght into the laboratory,  The great agent was five:
and the ¢ plulomphms by five” let the gasses o7 spmt\, as they
were culled, escapeén their c\pcunums. and rejected the fised
residue, the “ caput mortuum’ as nseless. By means of a few

“elements borrowed jomtly from the Gireeks and the alebemists,
with the assistance of their main speng phlogiston, they were
able to explain in a manner satistactony to thenselves all the
changes 1 art, and all the grawd operations i pature, ——aud thes
were (.ouwnu‘d. Such m‘.url} was the state of the sctence when
Dr. Blaek discovered the existence of carhauie acid gas- a di-
coverv which mas be truly suid to have giveu wings to chenus-
try. It at ouce “demonstrated that pnmluu opinion to be er-
roneous which supposed the existence of only one species of
elastic flwd, wnd rendered it more than ploh.mle that what had
héen neglected under the tide of factiions airs, wére distinet
and peculiar gasses.  The hight which from this one discovers
bugpst upon all departments of chemistry, roused the zeal of
enquirers in this country to the investigation of gaseous bodics,
and their lubours were rewarded with the most brilliant sucecss,
Cavendish, by the discovery of hydrogene, and of the composition
of .water and mitric acid, und l’rle»tlcy, by the discovery of
uitrous gas, vitrous oxide, and the composition of*the ating-
sphere, obtained, as it were, the keys of nature’s laboratory.
Black, Lavendtsh, Pncstlcy, were the founders of pocumatic-
chcnnstr} , and may with propriety even be called the founders of
the sciencegof chemistrd ; inasinuch as these active Wvestigators,
and oreeminently among them Mr. Cavendish, tirst introduced

-weights and measured, aud applied thém forghe cstab/ishment
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of chemigal truth. The developement of the doctrines of latem
heat by Black, e analytic labours of Schecle and Bergm.mu,
and the ucnqrnlwanon of facts by Lavoisier, constituted e first
stage of modern chemistry. o

Let us pause a moment toonsider the character of the lase
mentioned philosopher, “who formed a party and a school, and
left a prond name belgnd him in this department of science. The
merit of Lavoisier was that 3f a sound logician, notof a discoverer.
He was stronglyupressed with the importance of keepimg the
ithagination under the dizcipline of experiment; that nothing
must be taken for granted, nothing admtted to exist that is not
made evident to the «enses; that uccult causes, and unknown
b?')die's, and all the remains of scholastic uithng and alchemical
mystiersm should e banished from: the new plulnso‘ph\ that
truth was 1o Be reached b the road of indue uun, and that scien-
titic principles must be quned trom the comparison and expan-
ston of individual facts. 1o make oue proposition of the whole,
that =l bodies are o he considured ax sunple substances, which
have not vet heen du--mpmuuhd Thegdefective part of his
preat desian was the Freonel nomeue ldiurc, wlich, though ad-
mirably adapted 10w porfeet science, was not at all suited to one
ot nfuney. 0 owas @ tight garment that did not adonit of
culwrgement, well fitted 1o the man, but very unfuvourable to the
srowmy chiid.

After the discovery of the Levden phial, in 1746, Llerlrici!}
becugne 2 ~ul)|<>(l both of popul.n and  scientific attention.
LU was nest to a miruele that an mvisible power of such an ex-
traordinary nature, as to be capable of melting the hardest me-
tals, producing all the phesomens of light and fire, and destroy-
iy even animal hfe itself, should be confinable in a glass vessel,
and sulfect to be warested o its progress by silk. \e)thcr’\.u
the mterest i eleetricits dimiished by the labours of Frank-
lin, who identified it with the lightning of heaven, and by the
\unplvsi means, by a xc h(ml-bm s Luc realised the falde of
antiquity respes ting the Promethean theft. In the progress
of cuquiry, fresh wonders were added to electricity. “The
lightuing of the thunder-storm was found to be wielded by
some of the inhahitants of the deep: the gymmotus, the silurus,
the torpedo, were proved to be armed \Mlll this power, and
capable of Voluntarily employing it as a weapon of attack or
defeuce.  But sill electric ity was unconnected with chemistry,
and remained an iosulated scienee, Reing au.xlog,ous to nothmv
but magunetism,

L 1800, the first step was taken togconnect the twosscicuces
by the great discovery of the pile of Volta. This instrumgent,
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whilst in_action; might be. compared with an ine}haustible
Leyden phial, always capable of giving shécks, of /roducing
the phtnomena of heat and light, and of operating, various che-
mical changes of an extraordinary kind. 1t decomposed water
and acids, and metallic salts, and, what is very remarkable, the
separated elements of water were not evolved together, but main-
tained their distinct places ; the hydiogene at the part determined
to be the negative extremity, and the oxysene at the positive
end. The power, too, was found identical With common elec-
tricity, difering merely in degree, not in kind, and just tlie
same as that possessed by the torpedo.  Like common electri-
city, it gave the shock, produced heat and light, melted metals,
_and. passed imperceptibly over their surfaces; was stopped by
 glass, silk, and similar substances, and might be trunsterged to
a glass jar, and there coufined. We need not state thar com-
mon electricity was found capable of producing sunilar chemi-
cal changes.
To no one is Voltaic electricity so much indebted as to Sir
H. Davy for the discqvery of its principles of uction, and for the
application of it, as an instrument of yesearch to chemical ana-
" lysis. . He detected the errors of Pacchioni and Sylvester, who
had asserted that, by the operation of electricity, muriatic acid
~ and'fixed alkali were formed o the decomposition of water; and
he exploded their notions, that the wuriatic, oxymuriatic, snd mitric
acids, as well as the volatile and fixed alkalicsewere 2ll of simi-
lar origin, and merely diffcrent osides of bydrogenc. He proved
that the alkalies and acids they had supposed to be generated,
were previously existing in he substances emploved in the ex-
‘periments, and only produced. He proved, at the same tiae,
that the decomposing powers of the Voltaic battery are so
eneggetic, that the firmest rocks, the hardest minerals, and
most vehement chemical affinities, are incapable of resisting
them, and thut the sinallest quantities are within the scope of
“its power.  He thus drew out from rucks and salts, from
~animal and vegctable subctances, their constituent parts, and
" deteeted some of their gimutest mgiedients.  He determined
various laws respecting electrieal sction and chemical decom-
position ; as, that inflammsble aud metallic substandes, that
carths; alkalies, and metallic oxides, are attructed by the nega-
tive extremity or pule of the battery, being themselves positive;
thay oxygene, chilonne, and. ucids, wre aitracted by the posi-
[tive pole, because they themselves ure negative; thelschemical
. aUractions are put to rest or desiroyed by superior electrical
“attractions, and that bodies way Le tansfeired® without Giter-
mption,irow one pole to another even through thuds, having natu-
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rally a gtrong chgmical attraction for them. These views,
which fikt appeared in his publications in the Philosophical
Transactions, are again developed and illustrated in his “ Ele-
ments of Chemical Philusophy,” together with the theory of the
action of the Voluic byttery? Which action he does not at-
tribute primarily to chenfical changes, but to the contact of the
- different metals and floids.

p . . .

[he more clearly to convey a notion of his theory, we shall have
rgcourse, as he hasQone, to the common electrical machine. When
a body that is a non-conductor is brought into the neighbourhood
of the prime conductor, it acquires two electrical states, or *“ pola-
rijies,” as our author cxpresses it: the negative one is that nearest
the positive conductor; the positive vne is that most remote. The
samegoccurs in respect to the Voltaic battery, when pieces of
steel wire are placed in water; connected with a powertul com-
bination, they separately acquire polarities, as if they were in-
fluenced by a2 powerful maguet; they arrange themselves with
their postive poles farthest from the positive pole of the battery,
and the negative nearest, and they acquire similar powers of che-
mical decomposition. These facts are readily applicable to the
action of the battery. The battery does not diftfer from the
electrified wireg, but in having within itself’ the source of its own
electricity, instead of possessing a borrowed power.  Each pair
of mnctals is analogous to one wire; oue of the pair is positive,
the other negative.  Sir H. Davy supposes the water to be ¢a-
pable®of becoming electrically polar, and one part of it, viz. that
extremity of a particle which is nearest the positive metal ac-~
quires negative polarity, and the other part, in consequence,
acquires positive polanty; while the different series of metals
so mfluepce cach other, that the power ot the whole combination
increases with the number and surface of the plates. ~

Though electrical action is not primarily dependent on che-
mical changes, as the early enquirers imagined, yet are they
intimately comnected, as appears from the impossibility of
preserving a permanent action of the battery without the
assistunce of chemical agents, and from the circumstance that
those sustances excite the battery most powerfully, whichact on
the metals most rapidly: The explanation offered by Sir H.
Davy 1s, thatethe teudency of electrical action is to return to its
equilibrium ; ‘and tfat the tendency of chemical action is to de-
stroy this equilibrium. ‘Thus, when a commugication is made
between the negative and positive cydinders of a common,elec-
trical machine. there is an immediate rest or cessation of all
actidh ; and in % simildr way the Voltake battery would 2ease to
act when itg' extremities are joined, were-it not for the chemical
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‘changes taking place : oxygene and chlorine, gnd acids themselves
negative bodies, are attracted by the positie metallic surfaces,
and hydrogene and alkalies themselves positive, are attracted by
the negative metallic surfaces ; thase individuals capable of enter-
ing into combination with the mctals, unite with them, and the
electrical equilibrium is momentarily restored; but the com-
binations formed being soluble in the water, are removed trom
the metals; and the gasses evolved being thus disengaged, the
equilibrium of electricity is again disturbedt and the electrical
action coutinued. )

Our author in a satisfactory manner accouuts for the fact,
that the action of a battery on imperfect conductors, such as
water, the human body, and similar substances, increases with the
number of plates ; whilst its action on perfect conductors increases
with the size of the plates. Those imperfect conductors, itis suid, |
can only discharge a very minute quantity of electricity, probably
not more than the smallest battery possesses ; therefore, they are
only affected by a diffcrence of inteusity, and the greater the in-
tensity of the clectrjcity is, the more they are afiected ; but the
intensity or the energy of the electrical polurities is indopendent
of quantity of surface, and i« proportionuble only to the number
of pairs of plates. On the other band, the perfectly conducting
.metals are capable of discharging large quanuties of elecnaonty,
consequently they are affected by the quantity 5 and as the quan-
tity 1s proportivnable o the surface, the effwet of a battery on
pertect couductors will be proportionate to the surface, «"These
mnportant principles Sie H. Davy has expluined at length in his
Llements, and proved and illustrated the hypothesis by a series of
happy experiments. lehuas endeavoured to determine the exact
ratio in which the intensity of the battery and the gnantity of elec-
wégity increase with the number of similar plates, and dlso the ra-
tio of increase of quantity with the increased size of the plates.
And from experiments upparently admitting of much accuracy, he

- corcludes, that the intcnsty of the battery is ag the square of the
- number ;—that the guautity of electricity is as the number of
equal plates;—but that the quantity or power of acting on perfect
conductors is I a very high ratio with the incrcased surface,
probably higher thau even the square., : .

Sir H. Davy observes, that © electrical effects are exhibited
by the same bodies when acting in masses, which produce che-
mical’phenomena when acting by their particles ; it is not there-
fore improbable, that ghe primary cause of both -way be the

- sunie, and thiat the same arrangeménts of matter, or the same at-
- tractive powers, whichgplace bodies in the relations of positive
“and negative, i.e. which render them attractive of each other
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electrical]y, and capable of communicating attractive powers to
other mafer, may likewise render their particles attractive, fd
enable them to combine when. they have.full freedom 6f tho-
tion.” This ingenious speculation, which the author justly com-
plains has been attacked andemisrepresented by those who did
not understand his viewsjshas good analogies in its favour. Heat:
and light are the comwon effects of strong electrical and che-
mical action.. Those bodids, which in masses. most powerfully
excite each other*electrically by contact, when their particles
hfve frecdom of motion, most readily combine chemically, as the
acids and alkalies; the metals and sulphur :—and when the na-
tural electrical state of a body is artificially exalted, its chemical
attraction also is exalted, amd when the former is destroyed, the
latteg too i1s no longer exerted. No finer illustration can be
given of these truths than the effects attending the action of the
Voltuic battery. :

Sir H. Davy has used this instrument with the greatest suc-
cess, and by opposing the superior electrical attractions to. the
natural chemical ones, he has penetrated, into the composition
of various bodies, that had loug baffled all research. By
the same methods, from the fined alkalies which are well
known to be corrosive, duli, and very soluble substances,
he has extracted bodies of metallic lustre, exhibiting the co-

Aour and splendour of silver, ind like metals, perfect conductors
“of heat and electsicity. They are, neverthdle-s. the lightest bodies
m ndture, and the most mbanunable substances known: the
basis of potash tukes fire on watcr and 1ce, and both of them-
decompose all bodies known to contain oxygene; so that no little
ingenuity of contlrivance was nccessary 1o pieserve them, and
prevent their return to their original state by the absorption of
oxygen®. 'The discoverer of these baseg of the fixed allwtfes
considers them as metals, and hus accordingly called them pot-
assium and sodium, But his views and his names, though now
generally adopted, have met with some weak oppositionsfrom
those on whom the extraordinary features of the new bodies
made the deepest impression—namely, their lightness and inflam-
mability connected with their alkaline origin.  We must ac-
knowlellge, that his reasons for this classitication appear to us
perfectly copclusive. 1t is founded on obvious analogies of the
most decisive character.  Were minute differences to- be taken
into account, there would be as many classes of bodies as there
are now individuals. I'he principle of scientifi¢ arrangement, is
to go from the more general or common properties. to those
whieh are less. conmuon and particelar,. and thus kngdoms,
classes, orders, &c, are arrived at. To determine the propriety
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of Sir H. Davy’s classification, we must enquire what are the chi
racters essentially constituting the class of metals, ¢ ‘Certainly
those are not the propertics to seize in making a_classification,
which are constantly varying, and are different i almost every in-
dividual, as colour and specific grmity ; but those which uniformly
exhibit themiselves in all metals, as opacity, the metallic lustre,
the power of freely conducting clectricisy and caloric, and the
power of forming chemical combinalions with certain substances.
If these latter are considered essential characlers to the exclusion
of the former, as we do not hesitate in asserting that they should
be, no doubt will remain respecting the metallic nature of the
bases of the fixed alkalies : and there is no less propriety, we con-
ceive, in the names given by Sir H. Davy to these bodics, than in
the places he has assigued them. Aware of the evils of the French
nomenclatare, founded upon hypothetical views, be has purposely .
avoided names connected with theory, and has chosen such as
may remain unchanged durmg the perpetual luctuation of sys-
tems.  ‘This being the case, we canuot but reprobate the vain
spirit of innovation, that invents names without discovering
things ; und makes distinetions where there are no real differ-
ences.  Thus, in France, some chemists, i pursuance of their
particular viéws, have thought proper 1o call the bases of the
alkahies metalloids mstead ot metals, and what ik more to be
woudered at, these terms have constandy been imported into use
by some i our own country, Names to the true philosopher,
who looks and examiues bevoud names, sigmify buft little,
but, to the superticial inquirers, who are satsfied with their
acquisition, they are of great importance.  And those given
by discoverers should be held as sacred as the names given by
parents to. their children, not to be trifled with and altered at
Evary one’s capricions taste, but only 10 be changed when called
-for by absolute necessity.

A 'rapid and brilliant course of discovery was the consequence
of the decomposition of the fixed ulkalics, and the further ap-
plication of the Voltaic battery to chemical analysis. The
alkgline earths had long been suspected to _contain spetallic
matter, and this. suspicion was verified by Sir H. Davy, who
by varions ingenious devices separated their bases from oxy-
gene, “and examined them sufficiently to ascertain their metallic
nature -and- some of :their physical qualities, and shewed that

they approached. the. common metals in deusity and fixedness in
the fire, ghodgh they greatly exceeded them in thei. affimity for
oxygomlt® “1¥é decomposition of the common earths, and the de-
mox &f the metallic nature of thelr base$ soon follbwed ;

ents were not-so satisfactory on this subject as
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on these we liave jyst mentioned, and much remains to be done
to make u% a‘cquai::ged with the character of these hew metd¥.
The speculations arising from these discoveries are vefy cu-
rious, and promise to throw, much light upon various: sub-
jects hitherto but little undersssod. They do not concern the
surface of our globe, as®nuch as the hidden depths and inex-
plorable heights. . :

There are two kinds of Phenomena equally mysterious and
wonderful, viz. voTtanoes and meteoric stones. Earthquakes
an® volcanoes have long been the sdmiration of philosophers
and the terror of the valgar. :

Various attempis in all ages have been made to explam their
origin, and all the causcs hitherto assigned have been equally in-
adequate. The very resistance of meteoric stones has only lately

o become credibie, but no sooaer was it beiieved, than their forma-
tion was attempted to Le explumed: some supposed them to be
particles from the moo, seat.to onr earth by the projectile force of
volcanoes ; others imagined that they were formed in the higher
regions of our atinosphere ; aud the wdea thgt they were the frag-
ments of broken planets had its supporters, .

The inquisitive niind of mau will be for ever specalating on the
unknown, and endeavouring to reconcile it with the kuown. For
the explanation of volcanves, the very inflammable metals of the
alkalies and carths appear far better adapted, than any of the ima-
ginary causes yet assigned. Nothing is required, but to suppose
these bodies existing 1 the bowels of the carth. They would be
mflamed by the influx of water, and such an inflammation may well
be thought to produce the phenomena of carthquakes and volca-
noes.  And this supposition is cqually consistent with the pro-
ducts of volcanoes and the ean density of the earth.  Ascend-
ing to the®higher regions and to meteoric stones, these may

sconsidered as coming iuto our atmosphere composed of the
metals of those earths which they are found to contain; and thus,
though their origin is left undetermined, iheir ignited state, their
fused surface, and some other appearances connected with them
may be explained. . Cee :

These discoveries of Sir H. Davy, while they offer explanation
of the deftructive and terrible in nature, are also calculated to
disclose the mgnner in which the harmony and order of the uni-
verse are preserved. # Chemical changes are coustantly going on
i our rocks and mountains, tending to the ruin of the high lands,
the filling up of vallies, and the overtlowing of seag; but under-
neath, in the tranquil bosom of the earth, electrical -changes
produced by mcahs of vast natural combitutions of diffeven®strata
und different fluids, may be in action, and as powerfully renovgt-
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ing below as the -chemical changes are degrading above, and as
rapidly preparing new continents as they are wasting tHe old. We
have glanced at these hypothetical views, not because they are
dwelt uponin Sir H. Davy’s work, who is too judicious to mingle
them wath the established truths of science, but on account of their
probable connection with his discoveris, and the grandeur of the
speculations they suggest. ¢
Other substances besides those® alrcady mentioned have ex-
perienced the power of the Voltaic battery,%nd that of the alka-
E:e metals. Berzelius and Pontin, two celebrated Swedish ¢he-
mists, effected the amalgamation of ammonia, as it has been called,
by the Voltaic wstrament. "I'lns 1s an extraordinary experiment,
and one of the greatest chemical wouders of the 10th century,
already so prolific in wonders. When a globule of mercury
moistened with liquid ammonia is negatively clectiified by,
- the battery, it greatly increases in volume, and acquires a
butyraceous consistence and a crystalline texture.  As soon as
it i3 separated from the battery, its decompusition commences,
as.if 1thad no independent existence ; hydrogene and ammonia
are evolved, and the mercury returns to its former state. "The dif-
ferent opinions which huve appeared respecting this amalgam are
noticed n the lust division of the Elements, where its nature is
ably discussed.  I'rom analogy it was inferred to consist of mer-
cury and the metal of ammoma; aud from direct experiments it
was concluded to be a compound of mercury and hydrogene with
nitrogene. The latter composition, however inconsistent with
our established systems, is the only one warrauted by facts.
Granting this composition of the amalgam, which has perfectly
metallic characters, a suspicion cannot but be formed of the com-
pound nature of the other metaly; and thathydrogene truly is, what
““tire later phlogistians supposed to be the gcnerafinﬂanhnable and
metallizing principle.  But there are other experiments that war-,
rant other views, and one in particular, which we caunot pass by,
~described by Sir H. Davy wm his work, which is no less extraor-
dinary than the amalgam itself.  When a globule of mercury was
- put into avessel full of water, aud the vessel connected with a
powerful Voltaic combination, the globule became affected,—it
acquired polarity,—oxide was formed at the positive pole, but no
" hydrogene evolved at the negative, except when the conducting
. power of the water was increased by thevaddition of salt, and
then a vibratory motion which before appeared, ceased to- be
prgduced, ¢ authorghas minutely examined gl the circum-
tances of the experiment, and cannot account for the disappear-
6f the hydrogene$without supposiing thatwater in different
eYectrical states constitutes the ponderable matter of oxygene and
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hydrogene. .Notﬁng,preyen.ts the adoption of this conclusion at
present, but its imbense importance, and the wary spirit of the
philosopher.’ _ e

From the #lkalies and earths Sir H. Davy extended his re-
searches to the undecompounded acids, the horacic, fluoric, and
muriatic. By means of ,pota$iium, he effected the decompo-
sition of boracic acid, andrb()th by analysis and synthesis proved
it to consist of an inflmmaple basis united to oxygene. The
same means applied to fluoric acid were not equally efficacious,
angl we still remain in a great measure ignorant of the mnature of
this body, which has not yet been obtained in an insulated state,
but is always found combined with water, silex, or boracic
acid.

He has been more successful with respect to muriatic and
oxymhriatic gas. His discoveries have quite reversed the order
of our notions respecting the composition of these bodies.. "The
former, which was long cousidered as the simple substance, he
has proved to be compounded; and the latter, which was sup-
posed to be compounded and to consist of muriatic acid wnd
oxygene, he has shewn to be simple, and ®m be contained in mu-
riatic acid gas united to hydrogene. The series of facts by which
he has arrived at these conclusions are of the most important
and decisive nature.  We shall not follow his route in the gra-

‘dual development of his doctrines, but mention merely those facts

whicl appear sufficient to establish their truth.  Charcoal in-
tensely ignited, rbmains unaltered in oxymuriatic gas; sulphur
and phosphorus do not extract oxygene from it, but form with it

eculiar compounds, and the metals do not hecome oxidated in

_ 1t, but uniting with it, form that class of bodies formerly called

dry muriats.  T'o be brief, oxygene canuot be obtained from oxy-
muriatig gas, either by potassiur, or-the inmense power of the
Voltaic battery, and can only be procured when substances*fre

- used known to contain oxygene, and which are proved to he de-
.- composed in the experiment. 'Lhe facts respecting muriatic gas

- are equally clear. When equal volumes of oxymuriatic gus and

hydrogene are inflamed together, this gas alone is formed ; there
18 no deposition of water, and no water can be procured from it,

‘exceptigg when compounds are used known to-conta#h water or

oxygene. Sir H. Davy does not assert, that oxymuriatic gas
may not contain oxygene, he merely maintaius, that it has not yet
been decompoundéd, and that till it has been decompounded, it’
must be considered as a simple substance. The name oxymu-
rialic is evidently not very consistent with its,simple pature,
and he lias accordingly discarded it_and substituted chlorine,
which expresses a physical quality of the gas. The Sume ue-
cessity of change for extending to all substances containing



46 Sir H. Davy’s Elements of Chemistry.

chlorine, a total reform in this part of nomienclature became
abhgolutely necessary ; and we are happy to sy, has been effected
on tlr.most philosophieal principles. The new names proposed
by Sir H. Davy for this class of bodies are independent of
theory, and will not require changé whatever discoveries may be
hereafter made relative to their composition, which is a great ad-
vantage in a progressive science like chemistry. A superficial
observer might perhaps complain, that as these names convey no
information respecting the constituent parts «f substances, they

_are of no assistance to the student, and a great burthen to tie
memory. But such an objection, were it correct, is of little im-
portance ; their advantage is, that they convey accurate ideas,
and cannot retard the progress of discovery. The object of

-science being truth, that nomenclature is best, which most pro-
motes its acquisition. ’

Sir H. Davy considers chlorine and oxygene analogous to cach
other, and to be similar acidifying principles ; he has accordingly
placed them together in his Elements in one class, in opposition
to all other substances. Chlorine like oxygene is attracted by the
positive pole of the Viltaic battery, and repelled by the negative.
Both form acids by union with certain inflammable substances.
The metallic combinations of both are also allied in many pro-
perties : and there are triple combinations of chlorine with car-
bon and hydrogene, very similar to certain vegetable substances,
of which carbon, hydrogeue, and oxvgene are the constituent parts.

This doctrine respecting chlorine, appears to us one of the
most perfect parts of the whole theory of chemistry. Satisfied
with embracing the known, it does not extend to the unknown:
nothing in it is taken for granted, and nothing imagined ; it rests
wholly upon sound logic and true philosophy. The fatc of all

..nay doctrines is opposttion, and this doctrine is not an exception. .
The very few who are dissatisfied with it, defend the old hypothesis, '
as the phlogistians did their expiriug creed. Sincethey are obliged
‘to acknowledge that muriatic acid gas is not a simple substance,. -
they ¢all it a_compound of an unknown basis and water; and
« since they will not grant oxymuriatic gas to be u simple sub-
stanceé, they call it a compound of the same unknown basis and
oxygene; dnd this unknown basis, say they, Is muriatic acid.
Assertions: and imaginations of such a description might, among
- the ulchemists, very well pass for sound arguipenta 3nd realities,
‘but in the present state of the science, they are unworthy of se-
rious consideration. | e :

" Ona,of the mmst interesting parts of Sir H. Dav§'s work, is
that on_‘%éehemical attractign and the laws of cogbination gand-
decomposition,”  In this chapter he developes the doctrine that.
bodigi codibine only in certain definite proportions, and contro-
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verts the opinion Yt they are capable of uniting in all quan-
tities. His argumegts are facts, which are alone deserving of
confidence in an experimental science. By an appeal to Ms',
the accuracy ¢f which cannot be doubted, he has satisfactorily
shewn that a substance either combines with one quantity of
another, or with a double, triph, or quadruple quantity of it, or
to express it more concisely, with some multiple or divisor of that
quantity. Thus there are fqur distinct combinations of oxygene.
and nitrogene, viz. nitrous oxide, nitrous gas, nitrous ucid gas,
and pale nitric acid: the first is composed of one quantity or
proportion of nitrogenc and one proportion of oxygene, the
weights of which are to cach other as 26 to 15 the seqond_ con-
sists of one proportion of nitrogene, the number of which is 26,
and two proportions of oxygene, which are equivalent to 50, or
twice 45 ; the third contains four proportions of oxygene to one
. of nitrogene, and the fourth five to one. He has also proved
that the relation of the proportions, or of the saturating powers
of substance, is constant and regular, so that their states being as-
certained in respect to neutrality, or the excess of one ingredient
or the other, the composition of bodies ugy be calculated on a
few data, and chewistry be reduced almost to a mathematical
science. Thus, oxygene combines with twicé its volume of hy-
drogene and twice 1ts volume of chlorine, to form water and
euchlorine; and two volumes of hydrogenc require two volimes
of chlorine, to form muriatic acid gas. Thus there are two com-
binations of phosphorus and chlorine, the one a liquid, and the
other # solid body, and both decompose and are decomposed by
water ; the hydrogene of which, uniting with the chlorine, fors
muriatic acid gas, and the oxygene uniting with the phosphorus
in one instance, forms phosphorus acid, and in the other phos-
phoric ;—or in other words, the phosphorus which was congbined.
with two proportions of chlorine, can only acquire by thé™fe-
composition of water two proportions of oxygene, and that
which in the solid substance was united with three proportions
‘of chlorine, cannot by the decomposition of water, acquireless
than three proportions of oxygene. ' :
~ We shalrgive another example, and from Sir H. Davy’s work.
“There is not,” says he, « perhaps in the whole series of chemical
phenomena, a more beautiful illustration of the theory of definite
proportions than that which is offered in the decomposition of
hydrophosphorous #cid (which consists of four proportions of
phosphorous acid and two of water). Four propartions. of the
acid contain four proportions of phasphorous and four of oxy-
gene ; two progortions of water contain fou}‘ proportions of hy-
drogfic aud twc of oxygene. The six pr8portions of oxyvgéne unite
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to three proportions of phosphorus to form t{ree of phosphoric
agld, and the four proportions of hydrogene asmbine with one of
phosghorus to form one proportion of hydro-phosphoric gas, and
therc are no other products.  This relation of proportions might
be illustrated in a thousand ways, frarticularly by the decomposi-
tion of metallic salts by metals, and of earthy salts by alkalies;
—in the former, when the salts are heutral, there is merely an
exchange of metals, the one taking the plade of the other, without
any change whatever in the combined propartions of oxygene
and acid : so that M. Gay Lussac’s law respecting these neutgal
metallic salts is perfectly correct,—that the acid is proportiona-
ble to the oxygene, and that the one being known, the quantity
of the other may be calculated. - .
This doctrine, i its present extenuded form, is of very recent
origin. When chemistry began to be cultivated as a science,
all those who investigated the subject of affinitics, seemed satis-
fied that bodies were capable of combining only in certain de-
terminate proportions, but their views were not at all definite,
and apparently rather the result of general speculations on the
nature of ‘attraction ¢than induction from facts. Mr. Higgins
was the first who descended to parsiculars, and embracing the
corpuscular philosophy, attempted to prove that bodies combine
particle to particle, aud of course in definite quantities.  Thus
he considered water u binary compound of one particle of hy-
drogene and one of oxygene, and sulphurcous acid gas as a
similar compound of one of sulphur and one of oxygene, whilst
ke supposed salphuric acid to be a ternary compound of one
particle of sulphur and two of oxigence.  But Mr. Higgins®
views were very much neglectud ull the attention of the learned
were directed to them by Sir H. Davy ; aud Mr. Dalton had all
_&(ir:nzril of being the original founder of this doctrige.  Mr.
~ Dafton is certainly deserving of great praise for what he has
done. He revived the theory when it was entirely forgotten,
and supported it with much abiluy ; extending its empire, and
shewing its agreement with a great number of facts. Of all
the authors who have written on it, Sir H. Davy, in the present
work; has taken the most compreheusive view of the subject, and
introduced by means of his oniginal researches the greagest har-
mony into all it parts. And he, too, has the merit of separating”
it from ‘the ¢orpuscular philosophy, and of makingsfacts its only
. foundation.. . Mr. Dalton, ou the contrary, appears to be a fond
disciple of Leugippus and Democritus, who above 2000 years
- ago gaught that all things«wvere composed of imnigtable atoms.
g phulosopher not on}y believes in the existgnce of atoms,
t even imagines himsell acquainted with' their wwvisible forms,
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pd. operations of art. The more the. phenomena af, tbe
L. umverse.are studicd, the more- distipst their connection appeara, :
. the  mare simple their causes, the. more magnificent: thewr des
% and the more womierful the wisdom and power . of th,

Ny Rave litth: dcubt that theac solemn views of the gra deus.

gt simplicity of the works of God have begn useful to Su H.
Eavy lnetbq,mgldanon of his scientific pursuits, and baye gwm; -
& _zast every ohject. Nor can we withhold from him' the *

e, of our . thanks, for his virtuous, and we hope BuC-
el -,endea\outs in all his. publm addresses. on_ his . favoumg :
acnye. to impress on the minds of his pupils those sontiments,
"W, dmve afforded to himself so. much pleasiir m advam :

4 "l:;a iHlustrations and anal uﬁxes,
Jp e racmnda tincture tromthe rul
h._ a_eema constanth to bear in m



fbmon of domg somethm« not yet uc! We sic
'apsw' tiribute that rhythmetica fFose which,’ b\;’f a «hulf-‘
; was o 'prevailing fashion, and from a snmlar cnilse wé
wigy peihaps deduce a lute practice of wntm« poetry i the’ style
mtﬂangnage of prose. - L .
"Weire well aware that we are to Ionk for the mb :
tﬁutmg passagesof our greatest poets amangthnse%
3 the least appearaiice of studied ornament, and the most wnig
‘ous nsé of language. Thewords in the passages to which we  all
ate usaallytakenwarm and breathing from theintercourse o
wmion life; but a reader of delicate’ ear and correct judgii
becomes sensible that & tertain secret in the arranges
phcanon of these homely words imparts to- ﬁrem ‘
‘sigical controul of these great masters, an effect not to'be pro~
aced by the most shining a«samliiage of magnificent terms. “$or
emm‘:ﬂes in proof ef the propriety. of this obscrvauou, we'
refes gemerally to Shakspeare and Mltton‘. o
ﬁﬁ*%ate%r niay be the grace arising. from.a-
tion of single words of low oriyini, the same Poetic:
to be prﬁduced by the adoptmn of ‘the phraseol
) it Jife. Cowper déscended lower th
oré hitn, and it must be confessed that it
‘!gunetal excelle-ce like his to atone for the wilful o nces
of Big“style in many.parts: General excellence has & “tendéncy
to"Etibecrate oécasional faults; and Cowper's defects; ﬁke e
My vest -and ru;ged marmers of Cato, have, i ,

5, becn am ohject of imitation to those who have luk ﬁllt
e _'. taste- for ‘his ‘perfections. It is but justice, howikver] tol
Siiy exqbidite poef’ and hest ‘of mioral _satirisis, to Fenburk, thathie
has, i Wiintberfigss mstinces; produeed; o the sime §ort byt
terials with which theplastic powers' of ' Shekspeare and Mltgui
wrought so successfully, thetsame. surprizing fabrigy
. “But besides thin beanfiful- 4 ieatiomof-ordinary. il
st be adiniteed, am. : ou the very g
e, ,hiclmsvemdapmaungm pgc c-. ik -
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But at,fanes with this ease in composition; of ‘it fates'with what )
i aqually called ease in behaviour: one is apt to ‘suppose it con-
sists-merely in negatidn, and. that to be graceful without the ap-
“peardne of study, nothing is requircd but the absence’of study. -
The supposition is natural, bt . very erroneous. - Ease -is;'m -
trath, the consummation of art, and'the last refinement of la-
dour.. It i« not a blank, or meagre oethne, but may be com-
‘pared to a mellow: assortment of colour s, Which gives repose
tothe eye, propagating its pleasing effects, and making all around
make of its character “ (,ompomt jumm subseqmtw‘q
77 :

Amuglg the various departments of writing, there:. ave none
elthdt igprose or poetry to which true eate 1s'more becoming
thzm les; such as those in which Gower, C haucer, and Roccac-
‘eio, have given us the picture of their own times. But i the, -
;ease which is so necessary to this species of writing. consists, if
we mistake not, the difficulty of i its execution, and ‘the reason of
the rarity of these productions since the age of the three con-
temporary geniuseseto whom we have alluded.  Such, indeed, is
the - mer;t ‘of this arduous ease in *he execution of the task of
¢ stor;-teﬂmg, that on this principally i« founded the
quty reputation of Dryden, Swift, Prior, and Gay, Fontaine, Cer-
‘vantes, and Marmontel ; little ¢ Jse of their tales being their ow;r :
exgept ‘the manncr of teﬂmq them. We mivht vume, indeed,
same females of wodern times who are equally original bothin the
matter and manmer, and whose matter and manner are worthy of
Chaucer and Boccaccio, without being unworthy of the delicacy
of, their own feminine character. A little: attcuuon, however, to the
stm&ture of these compositiony, will convince us that for the
they have cost their respective writers no sovall degree
W?m_m and assiduity. 1t is a most mistaken mppnsﬂmn which

“the natural flow, nd graceful simplicify, by which thes
s many of these wrilers s often characterized, to carekesss
ness or sccident, They were most of them lub(mmh writers;
mnd those sinong them who have exercised thémselves in varigus
dep nments of Jiterature, have Liestowed upon the fabrieytion.
dfitales more thun their ordinary ‘care. - We. do pet meart by. ..
osge. Ahat strain and effort with which a dull man; o ‘ohe who
haw:ne ‘watural vacation,to the thing, hevily socomplishes- s
task;buit the solicitude with whicha um\cr,,ahavmg a.clegrjim- -
what coustitutes the perfectio 5 work, and con- .
5" danger qf beiug, carriggh iuto exe. s by the wery
this impression, weiy hp thé. produc

'zema.rh ‘nl.e ;ust (uml wq:
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cdnsidefed;-ass.;tﬁt&mther than paradosical) in respect to:the
composition. of tales. in gencral, they are surely so in'a ‘pecuiier
- degree when gpplied to tales composed in verse. It has:been
‘said of Chaucer by an eminens, judge, that he was the firstwho
taught his native language to express. itself Yoetically, and that
this: was chiefly done by h¥n in his tales. If for this we are to-
thank .and commend the father of English poetry, we must, to’
be cousistent, condemn those who, in this same walk of literature, -
force the muse to Yread back her steps, and descend into that
- un@onsecrated region where poets seek only to come intelligibly
to. the point, express themselves like men of busivess, and relate
their unvarnished tales, as honest meu deliver matters of fict.- -
© We have now brought our observations to a point, and we are
sorry tp sdy they center in the production which new lics before
s We arc the more sorry to sav it, because, from the speci-
“mens which this gentleman has herctofore yiven us of Tis poetry,
we are impressed with a very high respect for his genius -and
talents. In the present woik his object seems to have'been
to secure himself on the side of rhyme @nd metre, and to
leave every thing clse to chance.  His poems remind "is
of the imitations of our English gardens, which we have formerly
observed upon the continent, in which the ingenious owners,
“having no conception of any mode of controuling or regulating
‘nature but by coercing her nto quincunses and parterres, con- -
" tented themselves with paling in an area of ground, and them
. Jeaving dts rambling vegetation to grow up at us leisure into. a
" forest or wilderness. We are far from intending any reflection
‘on Mr. Crabbe’s general taste, or to compare him generally with -
“the wisjudging persons to whom we have alluded ; but we mean
--by the simlitude to mark in a strong munner our sense of the
- mistake into which we think ke has becn carried, by a love sofift<”
»» what teo undistinguishing of nature and simpliaity. . In the area:
".awhich Mr. Crabbe has inclosed, his most careless progress could
“mot:fall to leave the vestiges of genius, and many a magn#fi-
“cent  feature would be sure to attest the creative hand of the
- proprietor. . . e Co D el
1.« We. differ from some of fis critics, who have blamed in very.
geéneral tetms the selection of his subjects.” Fiction: is not th
. ouly.provinee of poetry: Some of its_best energies have been
_shisplayed on.the familiar incidents of domestic detail, the deli
~ tion of common character; and the vicissitudes of vulggar happi
. mess and sorrow. . It-cannot, however, e denied, that M"}“uﬁe
oA ’

e, realities of existence so gross, or so trivial, ‘as 1o e ¥ait!
sthe jurisdiction=of the poet, and*flatly 1ﬁcap’¢§l§§!l_"'-any

embellishment, - And we doubt vtfht_’.th_er:‘-n";’ figy.net -
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4 mzh wmm be’imputed to Mr. Ciahbe, tht, ‘without :sufficient
ideration of these radical dificrences in. the character of the

mbjects, which life i its ordinsry walks- suggcstg to-the poets '

- searchyhie bas regarded nothing as ton low, "too. _particular, too
' nbscne, Or too minute; to beewept into the inventory of his
busy tuse. The amiable maxim #h.the play  Homo- sum,

% his character of poet. -
nflnd(‘pendenﬂy of this Ohjﬂ(.tmﬂ, we really feel obhged to. Wfr

“poeiry. | We have heen so loug essuiled by the wonderful and

~”temﬁ i the. poems and roménces:of the present day; our tran- -

"

il has -been 80 long (hsturbed by kuights and wizardd, by
“Baratens and magicians, that it is some comfort-to feel nurselves
“swith. Mr. Crabbe in'a whole skin amouy beings like uurszd\es,,
B and without a hippogryph or dragou at onr clbow.
- If My, Crabbe cannot claim an equal rank with Chancer in
<_ ﬁve variety and compass of his powers, and is below him in bold
“delineation of- chagacter, he has i these tales proved bimsélf
~huppy in seizing the litde pecuharitics of anind, and those strong
- though small complexional tints and shades, which discriminate
“the lievoes of the cottage and the connter.  For descriptive ima-
#gery his subjects have -ufforded bim but little upportuuity, but
“these local churacteristics and striking appearances of aature or

wani wehil a we alienn puto,”, he seemns to apply to lumself :

rabbe for giving us a little of truth iustead of fiction itf his -

f

"3'311:1\ hich are cmmerted with the i mtvu-st of h narrative, be Lnows -

"~ well how to present in their most atfectimg forms. .
"There is one distinction between - performance of Mr.

- Crabhe und those of the writers (we except of course the other
"'qux) wlw have trod the same path betore him, which we should -~
! a8 reflecting po small honourupon his muse, if we did not -
Yo lieet the sacred function with which he s mvlmed., Mis -
talna wre free frgm every stain of indecency. ~In.his closest coe

“pics of life he hay not dispusted us with any: gmss ‘exhibitions; of
Curaufving a too numerous ofuss of n.adara, hay

e,
!.
- -
-

e all that now lives.in verse of Chaucerand: Prior blotted.out
‘ -we might be rid of the filthy talos 'which: ﬂwy

Fof fiteratate in. genera

slender kind of: r.onnecm,'

e nnhgmty of uullatlnrr a' loos¢ imagination by -
’ %, Jests, or descriptivns of a g umg or prurient tendency, 3
'We bave vo often spoken out upon this subject, that our readers .°
Bot-be surprized at our.now decluring, that with all ur love " 7
detry und homage of gerius, we would ghdly consent to -

to:the 'dpgcm of tlmr own memnmx, tk"k d\m

s’ of (uhaucer, Hwthab@ Df .Bwl(‘-cm:"‘f‘i
heing ‘put.
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“juto ‘the mouths §f persons whom a common object has as-
‘sembled together, and who relate them in turn for the sakoof
~amuscment. ¢ The Decamerone, most of our readers know, is 2
collection of a hundred taleswritten in prose, aud. supposed to
“have been told in a little cisele of seven gentleinen and three
‘ladies, who are imagincd®o have retired to a sequestered place,

. at some distance fromdlorenee, in 1848, for the sake of avoid-
‘g the plague, which then raged in that city. . The Canterbury

. Tales of Chaucer iy have some little advantage over the stories

- of* Boceaceio in pownt of machitery. He supposes a-small
-body of pilgrims to the number of thirty, setting out together
from the metropolis to do homiage at the shrine of  St. Thomas
of Becket; an occasion which might naturally bring togethera

,. - very potley group of characters: and so he has described them,
and derived from thence-a fair ojportunity of assorting bis

" stories"In a suitable and appropriate manner amoug the differ-
- ent rclaters, each of whem furnishes something to his tale from
“his own peculiar habit of Jife, or cast of humour. 1{ this sort
of .apparaius is of any importance, Gowegg’s plan is mferior to

< that of either of the two we have just mentioned. His De
Confessione Amantis supposes a coufession of a lover to a
Cpriest of Venus, who, in retwn, gives the lover a great deal of

- advice illustrated by a variety of narratives. e 1s considered,
“;however. as having furnished the bint o Chancer- of .construct-
“ing a volume of wmctrical tales. Mr. Crabbe has made no use
of anywcontrivance hike those of his predecessors for introducing

. his stories. And by some, perhaps, this omission may be re-
- gretted.  For ourselves, we cannot say that we enter into this
regret. The mamer of reluting a_story is, without ‘doubgyen
~important agent in producing its effect upon the heaver kit it
. - Jooks il a fanciful refinement to consider the reader of asdale

s as deriving any collateral entertainment from a secrét reference

n his mind to the Supposed character of the narrator, .- - . i;
< Our author’s stories are all of the most simple structure,
- * ‘Each turns upon ‘a'single event, and is designed to.impress some
usefal lesson of prudence, some practical moral; coupled for.
..»-the most part with a vivid display of contrast in character and
-manners. The reader is never - embarrassed by:th Intrigacy:
. of the narratjve; the actors are fow; and-the bera.of the tale s .
- conducted to the gatastrophe, not by a.series ‘of;. surpris
-adventures, or an unexpegted coincidence; .or the disti
. long-buried mystery; but, a- charactgr heing drawn:and’
©cand a situation supposed, (which sitnation is: generiily
. & . T

tuesl: ong, ohid sueh as is apt to dei
tigh), -am ordinary traia of, coriseque
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- in a succession-agrecuble to expeueme and e course of humnn
irs.

lt must be confessed, however, that i in most of;the tales sim-

plicity exceeds its proper measure. They warit the necessary

- staminavof a story, and are intmpuble of exciting curiosity, or’

of fixing attention. In one or two ®f them the main incident

is too ordinary, and the nioral too frite to'be worth the |hymes_

in ‘which they are cotvered.

. Anotber prual!mw fault we are bound to nouce, as it ctl?a-'

racterises more or less every one of the tales, we mean an
abruptness in passing from one fact, speaker, or scene, to on-
other, leaving the chasm to be’ supphcd by the. te.lder as he

can.. - By'this practice, the poet has contrived, nmml!utamhng '

the. ﬂmsphcm of the ‘story, to render it ohecure and to create

frequent interruptions to the flow of the nareative.  We do not’

say thut sometimes this may not be done with good cffect; but
there is always danger that the facilitv with which a writer fitls

up in his own mmd cvery breuk or nnussum, and smooths ey ery .
transition, may leag bim to suppose in the reader a similar

promptitude ;—a mistake too obvivus {9 be enlarged npou.
The wrn of Chaucer’s mind was chearful, wnd the gaiety of

his. disposition is reflected in his writings.  They possess a

festive humour, and a sportive variety of characte r, which is not-.

found in the productions of Mr. Crabbe. The volume i mn our

hands is not a mirror in which poor human wature, even in the
social and educated man, sees a sprightly image of hevsel; and

- Mr. Crabbe must forgive us for bopmg that the lmpmﬁ*cuou of
the glass. gives us buck our selves with some iufidelity and dis-

tortion. -His representation -is the more pamful ax 1t imports
1o ry a faithful copy of living mamers; and ‘it is difficult 1o
. esl
“upon us, bat by sapposing the writer to spt.al

e from the goueral sentence of degradation px&nmnwed ‘
nguage dic- -

tated- by a partial scquaintance with men, or pruvoked by par. -

ticylar disappointments.  We arc not apt to rate our fallen -

- nature too high; but we camat think the malignancy of conduct

and temper w Hich this volume describes so frequent in the -
state of humanity, under the influence of rebigion and

v

tion, as to amount to more than exceptions to'a vule, and

only exceptions, then it appears to us that they ouwht A
,axlubxted as apeclmens of hum chara«.ter, m\less '

ryincidents, Cﬂﬁﬂuﬁgﬁhmﬁl {a'provo-
ther hardened ﬂi‘a""'térrecwd by these
views of ts rlhracter. A tacw mer#atnop in- ﬂvour’, -
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ehuts up the ,foun\xi_ns of charity and bencvolence towards owr
fellow creatures. - S
We have bgfore remarked that this volume is free froni the
slightest tendency to what is jmmoral or indecent, but we have
not remarked it as being extrpordinary i a person of the an-
thor's holy vocation, It lqould ll)e ls;at'n-e to remark jls eftmor-
dinary the respect for geligion which appears generally through
the BZok. ABlftﬂas in ih(:aﬁtlncr1“'0ﬂ£ l:;f, Mr. Crabbe, we §o
not remember ‘that %ie found an opportunity of making known
hisimpressions on this subject, we were the more pleased at the
indications 'dispersed over these tales, of an union of piety. with
genins. They meet tegether. with propriety in a peem, which
hae discarded the 1l{usions of poetry, and undertakes the task of
iml;rm;ing us by examples which come home to our business
and bosoms. = '

* It is quite impossible to lay a fair specimen of this perform-
ance before our readers, without extracting a whole tale or two
from the book. This, however, would be a method of doing
him justice, which would not leave us rom:ato do justice to the
other pnblications which press upon our attention. By the pe-
rusal of the tale called the Mother, the reader will be able to
Judge of the anthor’s sentiments ou the power of religion. . The
circumstances of the story display no iuvention, aud.is far from
being the happiest as to style and manner. It coutains, how- -
ever, so pleasing gnd well wrought a picture of an interesting
and virguous aiden, that our female readers shall have an op-
portunity of heing edified by it. :

¢¢ A Village-maid unvex’d by want or love,
Could not with more delight than Lucy move ;
The village-lark, high mounted in the spring, -
Could not with purer joy than Lucy sing; '
Her cares kﬂ.‘ligﬂt, her pleasures all sincere,
Her duty joy, and her companion dear;.
In tender friendship and in true respect, .
Liv'd Aunt and Niece, no flattery, no neglect—
" They read, walk'd, visited,—together pray'd,
‘Together slept the Matron and the Maid:
-There was such goodness, such pure nature seen
InLucy’s looks, a manner so serene; - -1 -
. Such harmony in motion, speech, und air, "
. That without fairness, she was more: thaw fair;
-Had more than beanty in each speaking grace, -~
That lept their cloudless glory to the:faee; . ...
.. Where mild good sense in placid 13cks.were: sho
‘qfAnd felt ig every bosom but her awn..
e ofie presidiug feature iy her mind,”
‘thé plire meekness of a will resign'd ;
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A tender gpirit, freed from all pretenc‘ L
Of wit, and plens’d in inild-benevolence ;
- Blest in protecting fondness she' repos’d, -~ .
With every wish indulg’d though undisclos™;
“But Love, like Zephyr on the limpid lake,
. "Was now the bosow of'thd Maid to shake, .
“And in that gentle wind a genfie strife to make”

“Thetwo most importaat poems S the volumne are the “ Confi-

dantc” and © Resentment.” "The story of the Confidante is shortly
this. A young lady of great merit and benuty becomes at a €cry
_early age the prey of a seducer, who ‘deserts hér and is heard of
no wore. One only friend is.mmade acquainted with her misfor-
tune, assists her through it, and remains.the sole depositary of the
secret. The fruit of her unhuppy intercourse dies, and the he-
roine becomes a humble attendant upon a lady of rank. In this
situation she makes an - impression upon the heart of a gente,’
gencrous, and wea}ll'lé' yeoman, to whore addresses she yields her
hand, aud with whom she is living in a very peaceful and bappy
state, when the friend and confidante begins to disturb her repose.
This friend being ifi possession of the fegal secret, by constunt
- threats of disclosing 1t to the husband, keeps the poor wife in a
dreadful state of alarm, and forces from her bribe after bribe in
. the shape of pre.ents, as the price of her fidelity, At length this
~tyrannical friend forces bierseit to be received mto the house, and.
in that situation so practises upon the fears of the wife, as totally -
to destroy her peace of mind, anil to threaten the destryction of
her health. Fler altered looks, her evident embarrassment, and
her agitated deporiment and expressions of fear in the presence
of .the friend, continue every day more and more to a‘arm the
“bosoga of the generous and affectionate husband, who cannot
helpfsecing that there existed some mysterions’ cause of the very .
wncomfortable state of his family, with which this.friend had no .
“little concern  Many iuteresting scenes, and very haturally und for- -
" cibly described, take place between the husband and wite, but
the sccret still remains unold. At length the danger becoming
great, and there being no uther resource left, the frank yeoman
giolyes to listen unseen tothe conversatiofr betw een his wife and .

-

~the'friend. The affair is then discovered, aud the forgiveness by

" .the husbend of his wife, and the shame aud discomfiture of the

, gonclude the | he whole parrailve i« conducted

d force. *The methad adopted

rliis: wife the fact-of his buaig privy
gined and described. - We trust it
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« Sta ora smus’d witly ‘booka, and fond of homc.

By rending oft dispell’d the -evening gloom; . .

History or tale—all heard him with delight, S

And-tliue was pass'd ﬂns memorable ni ;i o

< The listening l‘rwnd hestow’d a ﬂattermu' smile; -

A sleeping boy th e{lutﬁer held the while;

" And ere she fondly Bore him to his bed,

On his fair face $he taar of an xsh shed

“ And now his tusk resum’d, ¢ My tale,’ said he,

¢ Is short and ‘sad, short mny our sadness be '—

. % ¢TheC ahph Harun*, as historians tell, *

“ Rul'd, for a tyrant, admlrably well ;
Where his own pleasures were not touch’d, to men

He was humaue, and sometimes even then:

. Harun was fond of fruits, and gardens fau-, '

* And wo to ald whom he found peaching there,
Among his pages was a lively Boy, .
Fﬂger n search of every trifling joy ;

His feelings vivid, and his fancy strong, L
He sigh’ d for pleaaurc while he shrank from wrong 3
When by the Caliph in the garden plge'd

He saw the treasures which he long'd to taste;

And oft «lone he ventur'd to behold

Rich hanging fruits with rind of glowing gold ;

Too long he staid forbidden biiss to view,

His vivtue failing, as lis longings grew ;

Athirst aud wearied with the noou-tide heat,

Fate to the"garden led his Inckless feet ;

Vith eager eyes and open mouth he stood, :
“Smelt the sweet breath, and touch’d the frao'r%t food ;
The tempting beauty sparklmg, in the sun
Charm’d his youny sense—he ate, and was undone o
‘When the fond glutton paus'd, his eyes around
F® tura’d, and eyes upon him tumm% found ;

"Pleas’d hie beheld the spy, a brother-Page,

- A friend allied in office and in age;

" .. Whe pmmxs"d much that secret he would be,

2. .But high the price he fix’d en secrecy. T

| ““Were you sus: fected » my unhappy frlend * :

- Began the Boy, ¢ where would' your sorrows end
In all the pulace there is not a page .

e Caliph would not torture in his rage;
‘T think 1 see thee now impal'd ulive, - .+ - - :

: Wnthmw in pungs—-but come, my fnend T revwe, .

"o ’l'hc %vmngo here mum, i tbe H
R ﬂhd Arly in the nifth’ cent@ry ; he is often dse h
a Tale. jn.the: Arabian tervair N

chid, or Harien ol R
irer, ind muﬁ
KEnl

Nights nmen
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Ilad some beheld you, all your purse cfntains
Could not have sav'd you from terrific pains;
1 scorn such meanness; gad; if not n debt,
- Would not an asper on your folly set. . %
_ ““The hiut wus strong ; foung Osmyn senrch'd his store
For bribes, and fonnd he sdon could brihe no more; - '
" That time arriv'd, for Oeniyr’s stock was small,
~And the young Tyrant now pessedcA] it all;
~ The cruel Youth, with his compa_nfo s near,
. Gave the broad hint that rais’d the sudden fear;
Th® ungenerous insult now was daily shown, .
And Osmyn’s peace and honest pride were flown;
Then came augmenting woes; and funcy strong
Drew forms of 1 suflering, 4 tormenting throng ;
... Hefelt degraded, and the struggling mind
"Dar'd vot be free, and could not be resign’d ;
" And, all his pains and fervent prayers obtain’d,
Was truce from insult, while the fears remain’d,
¢ ¢ One day it chanc’d that this degraded Boy
And ty‘mnt-F riend were fix’d at their employ ;
‘Who now had thrown restraint and form aside,
And for his bribe in plainer speech applied ;
Long bave 1 waited, and the last sdpply
. Was but 2 pittance, yet how patient 11 .
But give me now what thy first terrors gave,
My speech shall praise thee, and my silence save,
, % ¢ Osmyn had found, in many a dreadful day,
© The Tyrant fiercer wheu be seem’d in play ;
* He begg’d forbearance ; 1 have not to give,
Spare me awhile, although "tis pain to live;
Oh'! had that stolen fruit the power possess'd
To war with life, I now liad been at rest.
. ¢ ¢ 3p fund of death,’ replied the Boy, f "tis plain
-.Thou hast no certain notion of the paw; - o
. But to the Caliph were a secret shown, .. :
" Death has uo pain that would be then auknown.
. ¢ ¢« Now, says thie story, * in'a closet near, .. ..
The Monarch seated, chanc'd the Boys to hear ;
" “There oft he came, when wearied on his throne,
Fo read, sleep, listen, pray, or be aloue. o
“4¢ « The tale proceeds, when first the Culiph foand
That lie was robb'd, although alone, he frown’d; *
ind swore in wrath, that he would send the Boy ¢ =
Far frot his notice, favenr or employ; o2 - 7
; tler movements sooth’d s rufiled mind, -
failings taught him to be kind.; » - .5~
hts then paidted Omyn young, -
d temptation sfpongse. .o .
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And that heRuffer'd from that villain-S),y
Pains worse than deuth, till 'he desir’d to die 5
Then if his morals had receiv’d a stain,

His bitter sorrows inade him pure again :

. To Reason, Pity lent hef powerful aid,
For one so temptec mu’i;led', and betray'd;
Aund a free’ pardongthe alad Boy restor’d
To the kin prcﬁ' hce of o gentle Lords
Who from his,zitice and his country drove ,
That traiter-Friend, whom painis nor pray'r could maoyve ;
Who rais’d the fears no mortal could endure, -

And then with cruel av'rice sold the cure.’
“ ¢ My tale is ended; but, to be applied,
I must describe the place where Caliphs hide
.__ % Here both the Females look’d alarm’d, distress’d,
. With horrid passious hard to be express'd,
‘¢ ¢ It was a closet by a chamber plac’d,
Where slept a Lady of 10 vulgar teste ;
Her Friend attended in that chosen Room
That she had honour'd und proclaim’d her Home;
To please the eye were chosen pictures plac'd,
And some light volumes to amuse the taste ;
Letters and music on a table laig,
For much the Ludy wrote, and often play’d ;
Beneath the window was a toilet spread,
And a fire gleum’d upon a crimson bed.’
¢ He paug’d, he rose; with troubled joy the Wife
_ Eelt the new wra of her changeful life;
‘Frankness and love appear'd in Stafford’s fuce,

And all her trouble to delight gave place.
¢ Twice mude the Guest an effort to sustain

Her feclings, twice resum’d her seat in vain, o

Nor could suppress her shame, nor could support heﬁmi n:

Qdick she retir'd, and all the dismal night

Thought of her guilt, her folly, and her flight; *

Then sought unseen her miserable howe, :

To think of comforts lost, and brood on wants to come.”,.

. 'The contrast to this pretty tale is that which comes next in
the volume, ‘and is .called  Resentment.”  In ‘this truly pa-
- thetic story, a womzn of an unforgiving temper, but in other re- -
‘spects virtuous and humane, is.deeeived by. her husband, a man, . .
-this one basc. act exeepted, every way respectable, into siguing a-:
deed whereby she giges.up her settled fortunc; which is soon-sunk -
“with the ‘wreck: of the’ husband’s property ‘by misfortunes -in-
trade. She ‘scparates-herself from “hpn, and soon after has
- lavge property settled upon her by a vith'relation, . Biery over-.
“altire, gvery entreaty tosbé forgiven fron? the unhappy hushand is
“spurned, - He -every means of supporting. hamself; but ‘go- .

&
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' thmg succeeds; aud from stag m'_stage of &qury he drops at
length into decrepitude, fumine; and despair. © We will produce
a passage from'this tale, from whxch an cstimate; ay be formed
of the author s pathetic pow: ers, e :

e Thus was the grieving xmm, qnth hnrt’hen d ass,
~_ Seen duy by day along the street to :
"¢ Who is he, Susan? who the podr ot Y Ian 2 -
He never calls—do make him, if you ¢
The conscious Damsel still delay'd to ip{‘ﬁk ' e
She sto?p'd confus'd, and had bier words to seck ;
From Susan’s fears the ﬁct her Mistress knew,
© Aud cried=* The Wretch ! what schewie has he i in view ! .
Ts this his lot ?>—but let him, let him feel,— : e
" 'Who wants the courage, not the will, to ste'il. S e
© . ¢ A dreadful winter came, each day seveirey -
Misty when mild, und icv-cold when clear; ¥
And still the humble dealer took his load, -
- Returning slow, and shivering on the sond ¢ 4}}
. Thie Lady, still relentless, saw him come,
. -And said,—¢ I wonder, has the Wretch a home V'
€A but! a hovel '— Then his faté sppenrs
. To suit his crime.’—¢ Yes, Lady, not s years :—
.. Na! nor his sufierings—nor that form decay'd ;'
¢ Weéll ! let the Purish give its Paupers azd —
You must the vileness of hix ac ts allow ;'
.+ ¢ And you, dear Lady, that he feels it now,” "
- .¢ When such dissemblérs on thetr decds reflect, .
-Can they the pity they refus’d expect? ‘
He that doth evil, evil shatt ke dread —' .
¢ The snow, quoth Susehy < fails upon his hed e :
l} blows h(‘alde the ﬂxm,h it welts upon hig heud ) —

- 41 s wenkness, child, forgrieving guilt to fcel A
¢ Yes, but he vever sees . Wholesome ‘meal L
_Throuth his bare dress appears Lis shﬂvel'& sl 6,
And ilf e fares without, and worse within: ..
‘With that 'weak hody lame, diseds'd, and’ slaw,.
What cold, pain, pen! must the sufferer kiow 1
¢ Think-on his crime.~¢ Yes, sure 'twas very wrongs. -
: Bnt. laok, (God bless him 1).how he gropes along s

Brouglat me 10 shame ¥ Oh‘ yes, I know.it ulﬁ-g ey
mt:- miting blast] apd he can- scareely crawl; ¢
as he moves,-«-be dies ! if he should Sl
: ertes: rea this i icy sleet,-'u-
an emph in the o

B T
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- Look'd round: the room—said something of its state,
“Dives the rich, and: Lezarus at his gate ; L
-~ And then aloud—¢ In pity do beliold S
' The Man Affrighten’d, weeping, trembling, cold : '
_ Ob! how those flukes of sudw their entrance win
Through the poor rags, andWeep the frost within;
His veryheart seems 8zen as he goes;
Leading that starv'@Zompanion of hiy woes :
He tried to pray="us lips, I saw them move,
.And he so tarn' & Ris piteous looks above; s -~
- ®But the fierce wind the willing heart oppos’d,
And, ere he spoke, the lips in misery clos’d :
Pour suffering objeet! yes, for ease you pray'd,
o And God will heur——he only, I'm 2fraid.’
¢t ¢ Peace ! Susan, peace! Paju ever follows Sin,”
Ah! then, thought Susan, when will ours begin ?
¢ When reach’d his home, to what a cheerless fire
And chilling bed will those cold linbs retire !
Yet ragged, wretched as it is, that bed
Takes half the space of his contracted shed ;
- I saw the thorns béside the narrow grate, o
With straw collected in'a putrid state: ‘
There will he, kneeling, strive the fire te raise,
Aud that will warm him, rather than the hlaze;
Tie sullen, smoaky blaze, that cannot last
One moumeut after his attempt is past :
And 1 so wuignly und so purely laid, -
+ To sink to rest®~—indeed, I am afraid— L o
_ ¢ Khow vou his conduct?’—*¢ Yes, indeed, I know,— -
And how he wanders in the wind and snow; :
_ Safe in our rooms the threat’ning storm we hear, -
But he feels strongly what we faintly fear.’
¢ Wilful was rich, and he the storm defied ;
- Wilfulsis poor, and must the storm'abide;
_ Suid the stern Lady,—* "Tis in vain to feel ;
I. - Go and prepare the chicken for our meal, - .~
- . ¢ Siggn her task relactantly began, - . .. - .
*-And utter'd, as she went,~¢ The poor old Man!'—" .
. We are sonry to be forced to takc our leave of Mr. Crabbe,
_-but our room }s exhausted; we trust, however, we part good
" friends, aud request him to accept our sincere thanks for the .-
., “pleasure-and instruction his volume has afforded us. That he "
~ has some fanit® as a writer we have ventured to- suggest, but we .
“are happy to add onThe subject of those faults; that they seem alt:
- to-bewithin the scope of his vigorous judgment to comect.  fiy.
‘taste has been betrayed by too sirong aVbis to simplisit
E futhanlu s faulthehie hag supported his chracter
liledtor ons, ang:g correct: puinter

P
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“svientifically acquainted with the operationspf fecling, und the
springs of natural tenderness.  If his style is meun, it 15 pure und
grammatical,and there are sufficient specimens in this work -of
vigorous language, and clevated sgntiment, to- shew that, when he
touches the bottom,—and he teyches it too often,—he does so
rather from choice thap from necessiky ' : :

" Ant. IV.—Tales of Fashionable Life. By Miss Edgeworth,
Auathor of Practical Education, Belinda, Castle Rackrent,
Lssay on Irish Bulls, &e. . In 6 ¥dls. Vols. 4, 5, and G.
Third Edition. - London. Johnson, 1812, - ‘o

M iss Edgeworth had taken a deservedly kigh rank amengst
the female oraments of Iiteraiure, before we hegan our career;
and if we do not preface our remarks ou this publication with a
general eulogy on her distinguished talents, it is hecause we do
not wish to tell our readers what they all know as well as our-
selves: Her namewould sufficienly ipstify our paving some
attention to the present work, if it did not contain in tself what
must necessarily procure for it a rapid mnd extensive circulation,
.But this it does in a pecaliar degree; aid- we scarcely know any
book in that class, wiich goes under the general denomination
of light reading, that is likely to fall into so many hands.  The
grave, who are too busy, and the gay, who are too idle, o spare
time for the perusul of a romance of four volumes, will ventare |
“ upon a tale comprised in one. Many, who would revolt at the
- name of a wovel, will decin a moral tale worthy of their atten-
“tion, 5 All who value genuine humour, a lively delineation of
the scenes of real life, and a'mice discrimination of - those more
delicate shades of character, which escape common-place wriv,
- ters and observers, will be well inclined to read tales written byt
_ one who has so often pleased and instructed us by the display of
these talents.  From this consideration these volumes assume ai
~“smportance, which might not at the first view appear to belong |
to. them. Compared with certain ponderous products of the
repdl, they scarcely bear the proportion of a bullet ta u batter~
am : -but, in both cases, if in calculating the effects that ure
be produced, we take ouly the weight of*metal into ac- -
.. couut, our; couclusions will be erroneous.® The comparative *
..; degrecs of veloeity with which the different volumes will pass
thropgh the reading sociefies, or the list of subscribers 16" a cireu-"
ating libary, must not be forgotten in the estigate. .~ =
f candidly avow teo, “though we know:at what, hazad,
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another motive off attention to ‘the works of Miss Edgewarth,

We think : the -perusal: of them; without a sufficient guard, at- -

tended with considerable danger. - The sentimental novel excites
in many of us’a nausea, which carries off the poison mixed. up
with it; and prevents any bunel effects from the dose. But in
this case we have no sugh antidote. A compound rendered
palatable by so much i, and coutaining ingredients of such
approved efficacy, will” % sufe to remsin in the stomach; and if
it be deficient in an sbticle essential to its salutary operation and
altgrative eflicacy, we are in duty bound to give it.its true cha-
racter, and confine.it within its. proper range. It may scrve
to abate in some degree - the apparent violence of the disorder, .
to glleviate some of its externul symptoms; but after alls

. It will but skin and flm the ulcerous place,
"~ Whilst rank corraption, mining all within,
Infects unseen. : ’

Tt may be said perhaps, that this is a work of entertaininent, and
not to be viewed i this serious light; but we suspect that
Miss Edgeworth would decline the benefit $f such an apology,
and are iuclined to give her credit for a conscientious regard teo

.the application of her talents, which would not suffer her to scnd
a work into the world for the mere purpose of enabling her
readers to kil time. Each of the three tales contained in the
volumes under our consideration has avowedly a moral design,

" and were we not to'keep this design maiily in view in the course
of our Observations, we should degrade them ip their scale of
literary importance, and limit their author to an orbit of insig- -
niticance, in which she would be ill content to move. . :

These volumes form the continugtion of a work, which, has
been some Jime before the publics bas as they have no particu-
lur counection with thase which have preceded them, thought
bearing the sinie name, and haying certainly a strong family
likeness, we shall coufine our remarks to their individual merits,
~ The first tale, cntitled Viviun, is intended -#to expose one of
the most common defects of mankind,” infirmity of .purpose;

* that. weak, vacillating -instability. of character,. ‘which . yields
continually, .in spite. of better knowledge, to external im-.

ulses, and moves always inthe dircction given to it by the - .

st impulse. . Fhere is nothing original .perhaps in the conce-ri.-i .

. tion of Vivian's chardcter, but:it 18 delineated with great skill,”
and with some of those strong and spirited:touches, which betray . - .
the hiand of a master: . The circumstaneypn. which be is placed -
ure ingeniously adgpted to the display of Mis.charaoter and, for -
tiRernof part, without that air of strained contrivance, !01-‘wxn¢'h.

o V. BEETR
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probability is often sacrificed. | But we are pobliged to qualify
this praise, a8 some instances to:the coiitrary may be found in -
this tule, and: 6till more palpably m those which follow. =~

. .The following account, given Jy the hero of his. early edu-

cation, may serve us a key to his ¢haracter.

%My mother is a very clever wol Kind most affectionate, and
she certainly paid particular attentiqn tqumy early education ; but
+ her attention was too particular, her care Wgg too great. You know
- 1 was'an only son—then I lost my father wh®n 1 wase an infant; and
' a woman, let her be ever so sensible, cannot well educate aun qply
" son, without some manly assistance; -the fonder she is of the son
the worse, even if her fondness.is not-foolish fondness—it makes'
her over anxious—it makes her do tea much. My mother took tov
-mpuch, a t deal too much care of me; she over-educated, over-
" instructed; over~dosed me with premature lessons of prudence; she
was so afraid that I should ever do a foolish thiug, Or not say-a wise
.one, that she prompted my every word, and guided my every ac-
- tion. - So I gréw up, seeing with her eyes, hearing with her ears, and
judging with her understanding, till, at length, it was found out,
. that I had not.eyey ears, or understanding of my own, When 1
w38 between twelve und thirteen, my mother began to think that I
was not sufficiently manly for my age, and that there was something
. too yielding and undecided in my character-—Yielding and unde-
- gided —No wonder!—Had not I been from my cradle under the
tecessity of always yvielding, und in the habit of never deciding far
‘myselft—Se1zed with a panic, my mother, to make a man of me
* at ogee, sent -me to Harrow school.  There I vras, with all conveni-
_ent. expedition, made ashamed of every thing good I had learned
at home ; and there I leurned every thing bad, and nothing good,
that could be leaened at school. - 1 was inferior in Latin and Greek;
.. and this was a deficiency 1 conld not muake upwithout more lubour
~ than I had courage to undéstake. T'was superior in general litera-
ture, but this was of litthe ‘value mmongst my:competitors, and,
"“therefore, 1 despised it ;. and, t':_v-a‘arpo:merégs by numbers and by ridi-
- acule, 1 was, of course, led into all sorts of folly by mere mouvaisd
. honte, Had Ibeen in the habitof exercising my ow:‘iadgmetrt. or had
“" "y resolution been strengthened by degrees ; had kb short, been
© X prepured for u school ; | might, perhaps, have acquired, by a pub-
i, education, a manly, independent spirit.. If I had even-been
wholly bred up in a public school, I might have been. forced, as
thiers were, by early und fair competition, to exerdise my own
' nd by my.own experience. in that microvesm, us it -has
ed, 1T might have formed some rules df conduet, some
f ‘¢haracter, aud might huve foude, st least, a good
3 ‘b half bome-bred, und hatf -school-bred. from want
Bper prepasation, fone hulf of piy-education tbw:destmyed

her.” (Vol. iv. . 3.) C
e word “ manly” occurs.in this ‘qrotation i uﬂn&»wﬁm
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wargantable sensé,  'We arc well persuaded too that the picture,
iucidentally drawn, of Harrow-school, is not a littlé carica-
tured. -~ With all the imperfectious, that must attach to such an
institution, on its head, we bdlieve it to be onc of the most cor~
rect of the great public schd8ls: we know that it has a signal -
advantage with respect @b moral and religious imstruction, and
that it has produced sie of the most useful, as well as some of
the brightest charactgfs, that have recendy adarued the walks of
public ife. :

*We will not follow Vivian through tlie various stages of his
mental discase, the progress of which is marked hy minute cir-
cumstances, of which no adequate idea could be given in an ab-
sttact.  Gifted with talents of a superior order, and with many
of the morul qualitics essential to an ¢stiimable character, and
placed in a situation calcnlated to draw them out to ‘the best
advantage, he forfeits, by his weukness und ductility, both public
eredit and private happiness. He is led both into errors-and
vices with his eves open, merely from waating the power to say'
“ No.,” Against his better judginent he % turns a comfortable
house into an uninhabitable castle,” is involved in the expences
of a contested election, becomes the 100l of 2 man of talénts in-
ferior 1o his own, and marries a woman for whom he hus no_ af-
fection. In defiance of his principles he is a political apostate,
an adulterer, and a duellist; and with the same uuresistmg im-
becility, is talkedsinto ome vice, trepanned into another, and
drivenanto a third, till he closes Lis career in misery and accu-
mulated ruin, the necessary result of his moral and intellectual
cowardice. ' o . B

The tale is not uninstructive; but after all we have onliya
statement of the evil; without the saggestion of any, at least of
any adequiste remedy. . The effects of the errors it exhibits are

laced in a vinid light,—their causes arc but partially illustrated.
r&",e;,agim.i{e the skill' with which the varions turns and windings of
the pernieioys habit, intended to be exposed, and its gradual ‘-
crease from a puny.stream to an overwhelming torrent, are gra-
phically traced ; but the main fountains of 1its supply are not
sufficicatly explored. Much of the blame is thrown on- Lady -
Mary Vitian, the mother of the unfortunate hero, who is always
sthinking aloud, and thiuking absurdly. .. But however unpopilar.
the ‘attack may be wjth numbers wha huve read the tale, we can-
ubt help mplicating Mr, I ‘ahe steady, liberal, conscien-
tious, »illdﬁﬁt;lpdéﬁt tutor, &

o do him full jus-

tice, we will introduce him. r 1 a light, which  must
tgm.gﬁa_tg;their?au{:em and’respect; befbre we discuss witat we

the deficiencics of bis-character. - - ¥ .
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- The following extract occurs in the course of a dialogue,

* which Vivian had described him as his “ guide; philosopher, and
friend, though by much too young, and infinitely too Aandsome
fora philosopher:” from which idsinuation, with respect to the
incompatibility of wisdom with' personal beauty, we suspect
that tﬁ writer must be ignoraut of ‘e rapid progress which
: K:lilt)aophy is making amongst the*yolNE and the beautiful of
her own sex, who are Blessed with the m®&us of subscribing for-

lt‘ °

S )
¢ ¢ After ull, I don't know whetber I ought not to lay the blame
of my faults on my masters, more than on my poor mother.” -

¢ *'Lay the blame where we will, said Russell, ¢ rewember,
that the punishment will rest on- ourselves. We may, with as
much philosophie gustice as possible, throw the blamme of our faults
on our parents and ‘preceptors, and on the early inismanagement
- of our minds; yet, after we bave made out our case in the abstract,
to the perfect satisfaction of a jury of metaphysicians, when we
come to overt actions, all our judyes, learned and unlearned, are
so awed, by the ancient precedents aud practice of society, and by
the obsolete law of common sense,.that they finish by pronouncing
eguinst us the barbarous sentence, that every man must suffer
for his own faults.” " (Vol. iv. p. 8.) '

.-" After the completion of Vivian's education, Russell had pre-
‘ferred the task -of educating Lord Glistonbury’s son to “ a state
of ‘dependent idleness,” of which his former pupil’s gratitude
gave him the option. In this situation he shews an hofourable
delicacy, which we cannot recommend too strongly to these
“who are similarly occupied.. S e

% ¢« In the meun time, tell me how you go on yourself,’ said
% . Nivian; ¢ how you like ydur situation here, and youg pupil, and.
© Usdl the Glistonbury family, Let me bebind ‘the scenes at onde;
" Jor you know, I see them only on thestage,” . C

‘ * Russell replied, in general terms, that be had hopes Lord Lid-
", Jurst wonld turn out well; and that therefore he was sdtisfied with
-  his sitnation; but avoided entering into particulars, becaiise he was

- .v& confidential person- in the fumily. = He thonght that'a preceptor
- - and@ physician were, in some respects, bound, biy‘ a similarspécies
of honour, to .:gegk cautiously of the maladies of their patients, or

- .. the funlts of their‘pupils. Admitted into the secrets of families;

. they should never wa : :
", .. the disadvantage of any:

'the confidence refosed in them, to
whom they abe trhsted, ' Russell's strict.
» this oc ' ?ﬂﬁr provoking to
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in which delicacy and honour can never be too strictly regarded,
do him equal credit, and are well pourtrayed in a dialogue with kiis
pupil (p. 81, .&.,s_ag“.) ol the meanness and want of principle ek-
hibited in the ¢onduct of a man, who can consent to trifie with the
affections’of a woman from hpughtless vanity, or any of those
selfish motives, whi¥h thegefinements of polished society do but
very ill conceal. Whepfve add that Russell's conduct through-
out the tale is in unisgd with these sentimenits; that, when put
to the proof himself/he exemplifies the principles he had incul.
cased upon others, we have surely given him as much vantage-
ground as the warmest advocate of his character could desire.
And yet we want but one evidence to establish.the truth of the.
accusation we have brought against him. The following cor-
respondence between him and his former pupil, whe was living
m a sfate of agultery with the wife of his intimate, though pro-
fligate friend, is to us a sufficient testimony, that if Vivian’s
instability of character overcame the principles he had imbibed
from his tutor, it was no less from the weakness of those prin-

ciples, than from the strength of the habit.

. » - .
¢ ¢ To the Rev. Henry Russell.
< ¢« Indignant as you will be, Russell, at all you hear of me, you -
cannot be more shocked than 1 am myself. 1 do not write to pal-
liate, or apologize—my conduct admits of no defence—I shall at-
‘tempt none, private or public—I have written to my lawyer to give
directions, that no sort of defence shall be set up, on my part, when
the aﬁ‘t:- comes into Doctors Commons—as it shortly will; for, 1
understand, that poor Wharton has commenced a-prosecution, - As
to damages, he has only to name them—Any thing within the
compass of my fortune he may commeand—Would to Ged that
money could make him amends!—But he is too generous, too
noble a fellow—profligate as he is in some things, how incapable .
would he®be of scting as basely as”1 have done! There is not,
'perhaps, at this moment, a human being, who has so high an opi-
_nion of the mun I have injured, as I have mgself:a—he dud not love
his wife—but that is no excuse for me—his houour is us mugh
wounded, as if I had robbed him of her during the time he loved
‘her most fondly ;~he ouce doated upon her, and would have loved
~her again, when he was tired of his galantries; and they might
then have lived together, as happily as ever, if I had not been—.
‘What was 1>—~What am I?.—Not a villain—or I should glory in ",
vhat T have done—but the weakest of human beings—And how
_true it is, Russell, that *¢ all wickedness is-weakness!"—— =~
- we I yinderstand, that. W——, wherever he goes, calls me a
coward, e well as & scoundrel; and says, that 1 have kept outiof
the way to wveid fighting him.~He is nfistaken,—It is true, I 'had
the uimost dresd of baviug his life to' answer for—and Mthnﬁ
have provoked me to fire npon himj—=but I had determined -
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how to act—I wonld have met him, and have stood his fire~{ ..
_ stould not bé sorry,-at present; to be pat out of .the world; apd. .
would rather y his hand, ‘than by any-other. But, siuce this
s out of the question, and that things have tuken aBother tarn, I
‘have only to live, as long as it-shall please God, a life of remorse—.
and, ‘dt ledst, to try to make the' unfortunate woman, who has
thrown hérself upon my protection, us ippy as T can. -
¢ < 1f you have any remaining regar i{)r u pupil, who has so
disgraced you, do me one favour—Go t0}fiss Sidney, and give
Ter what comfort you can. Say nothing for me, or.of me, but that
. ¥ wish her to forget me, as soon as posmble. - She discarded e
ftm her heart, wheu she first discovered this intrigue —before this
Tait fatal step.—5Still I had hopes of recovering. her esteem and af-
fection; for I had resolved——. - But no matter what I ge

-

solved—all my resolutions fuiled; and wow I am utterly waworthy
" of her love. This, and all that is good and happy in-hife; all the

fair hopes and virtuous promises of my youth, Famust give up.
%;ﬂ as jt is in my day; my sun has set, . I truly desire, that she .
shi u‘,d forget me—for you know I am bound in henour—Honour!
How daré 1 use the word?~~1 am bound, after the divorce, to
" mawy the woman Ighuvé seduced.  Ob, Russell! what'a wife for
your friend!—What a daughter-in-law for my poor mother, aftggs:
all her care of my education! all her affection! all her pride in mé?"
=t will break her heart! Mine will not break. 1 shall drag on,
rperhaps, to » miserable old age. 1 sm ef 100 feeble a npature to
ml'thosie things as strong minds would—as you will for me; but
- do ot blame yourself for my faults. All that wan could do for
me, you did, '{?ﬁé must be some cousolation fo you, my dear and
excellent friend! May I still call you friend }~—or have I ub friend
left upon Earth? : ' o
S . o C. VivianS "
"% % ¢ Retura to your country, your fricnds, and yourself, Vivan!
.. Your day is not yet ovér! "Yeurwun is not yet set) . Resnme your
/. energy——recover your sclf-confidence—carry your good %esolutions
“ into effect—and you 1mpay yet bean hanour to your fdéinily, adelight
*‘to.your fond mother, and the fﬁde‘m' your friénd Russell.—Your
“xgmorse has been poignant and sincere; let it be salutary and per- -
* manent in it’s consequences; this is the repentance which religion -
requtires. ‘The part of 8 mun of seise and virtne is'to wmake his
. past.exrours of use to his future conduct.—Whilst { had nothing to-.
ayy that ceuld give you pleusure; T forbore to uniwer yoilr lettes—
1 forbore to.overwhelm a fnind sinking under remorsé.” My saeved:
. duty is'td waken the sinner td repentance, not to ghut the gateés of
* mercy on the penitent.” Now, I'can relieve your mind from part
of the luad, by which it-hds been j'uﬂuyppp?emd.».-%ﬁou know,
~ that nothihg -cen pailiate ‘mr conductiin an intrigue with a mar-
+ ried woman——from this, F had hoped yoris moral snd teligions edu-
_<catiog would have présefvéd yon, But. tbemm%]{
- -af degeiving the kiusband; and laying a ples uce the WH% 1.




o  Miss Bdgeworth’s Talﬁ; S 71‘

. mever suspected you; and I may now ‘tell you, that you have not be-
trayed Mr, Wharton—he has betrayed you. You have hot se-
duced Mrs. Wharten—-yon have been seduced by her.  You dre
not bound to" marry her—Wharton cannot obtain a divorce—he
dare not bring the affair to tridl; if he does, he is undone. - There
- has been collusion between theparties. The proof of this you will

find in the euclosed pa ¥, which will be sworn to, in due, legal -
form, whenever it is ne®vsary, Even when you see them, you will
scarcely believe these ¥ damiing proofs” o¥ ‘Wharton's baseness,

But 1 always knew, 1 always told you, that this.pretence to honour

afid candour; frankness and friendship, with this avowed eontempt

of all principle und -all virtue, could vot be safe, could not besin-

-cere, would not stand the test,—No—nothing should make me

. trast to the private henour of a man, so corrupt in public life as
Mr. Wharton. A man, who sells his conscience for his interest,
will #elf it for his pleasure. A man, who will betray his conntry,
will betray his friend. It isin vain to palter with our conscience =
there are not two honours—two honestics. How 1 rejoice, at this-
moment, in the reflection, that your character, as a public man, is
yet untarnished, You have still this great advantege:—feel ‘its
value.—~Return, and distinguish yourselt amgng your countrymen:
distinguish yoursell’ by integrity, still more thun by talents. . A
certain degree of talents is now cheap in Englund: integrity is
what we want—true patriotism, true pubhic spirt, noble ambition;
not that vile scramble for places aud pensions, which some men call
ambitiou ; not that bawling, brawling Thersiles character, which
other men call public spirit; not that marketable commodity, with
which Wharton, alid such as lie, cheat popular opinion for a season;

- —but that fair virtue, which will endure, and abide by it's cause fo
the last; which, in place or out, shall be the same, which successful
or unsuccessful, shall sustain the possessor's character through all
changes of party ; which, whilst he lives, shall command respect from
‘even the most profligate of his conteraporaries ; upon which, when he

. isdying,she may reflect with satisfiction ; which, after his death, ghall -
. be the consglution of his friends, and the glory of his country. All

-, this is yet in:your power, Vivian.-—Cowme, then, and fulfil the pro-
- mise of your early years! Come, aud restore to your mother a:son
. worthy.of‘her! Come, and surpass the hopes of your true frieff—

AP0 T l?l Russert.””

_..'Had this been the letter of a heathen philusopher, addressed
" 10 his friend under: similar circumstances, its tone would have
~ 'been suitable to the writer’s necessarily limited and indistract
. ~views of the nature and consequences of sin. . But the christian

“divine, who could. be’ so well contented with the_ de%ree and:

kind of remorse expressed.in. Vivian's letter, . who could speak

. in such vaguo and general. terins on. s important subject,. snd
neclation Wian the caveor still left open to b ,
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tarnished political ititefrit ;—=hoivever gencrous,honourable,and.

. independeut, was'not ike%y to have laid in the 'mind of his pupil

_that broad and deep foundation of sound religiqus principfe,

- which could alone have resisted the force of habit, and redeemed
him from the pernicious influenoa of the weakness to which he
fell a vietim. We do not expect a t#gatise on repentance in a
work .of this nature; . but we do dergand\ én any work; that pre-.
tends to moral atility, an attention and Wgeneral reference to -
the only stable and satisfactory grounds of morality to which a

, christian can resort. What would be thought of the writér

- who, in a work calculated, though but incidentally, to illustrate
some of the truths of natural philosophy, should refer to the er-
roncous or imperfect data of systems long since exploded, and
neglect to avail himself of the light of recent discoveries, and the

- sagacity of the great luminaries of science? Surely he would
come off cheaply with the imputation of having labonred in vain,
and might rather expect to be called to account for a practice
so likely to mislead the inexpert, and delude the ignorant
with;an unsubstantiygd form of knowledge. If such a procecding

" would be reprobated in this case, how much more so iu the case
‘of moral philosophy, where the practicar inferences -are of so
much higher importance. There is in the human mind such an

- alaerity: in sinking, where the moral principle is concerned ;
such a bias towards the system least incumbered with the duties

-of self-denial, that we must think auy work ofa moral tendency
dangerons, which holds out the possibility of attaining bhigﬂ
degrees of perfection, without going through the humiliating and
mortifying, but most indispensable steps of christian discipline.
It 13 this view that we have dwelt so long én the character of
Russell, which is more likely than any other in’these volumes to

- be regarded, and especially’by a mind of fecling and generosity,

a8 a model of imitation, and standard of excellende. We also

-Jogked to his characters of elergyman and tutor, which not only

‘agghorized, but peremptorily demanded the introduction of higher -

: prneiples, on the occasion to which we have alluded.  Had he
viewed the -conduct of Vivian, and its consequences, with the-!
eyed of a man who takes his religion from the Bible, he never -
could have written 4 letter so calculated to mislead hine with re-
speck to:the nature and effects of his remorse ; he hever would :
have thought, on'a subsequent occasion, that a pefsonal offence,

. committed wider the influence of mistaken j&alousy, ‘was a suf-

-ficient rcason for disclaiming his friendship,—nor the profession
wof political integrity, thegproper ground -of recounciliation;—he

. ;ever would so pointed_ly‘uve omitted thessubjest of {ldig.WF,_hil_l,.

the last hours of a friend and pupil, dying puder suchawful tn=
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chmstances; nor have left his spiritual concerns, at such a time, -
to the care of a stranger; and yet there is a beauty and a grandeur.
in his character, which itis impossible not to love and admire;and
it is against the fascinating and seductive notion, that the possession
of such brilliant qualities, as generwsity, and an independent spirit, -
and such solid virtues as ptudence and steadincss, compensate
" for the want of genuineereligion, that we'would caution, more
especially, our youthful readers. In fact, to disjoin religion and
/morality, is to put asunder what God has indissolubly united.
To%Nraw a Iportraitm'e of christian excellence in the garb of a
heathen philosopher; has all the absurdity of putting the Roman
toga on the shoulders of a modern statue, without the excuse of
- superior beauty in the drapery. But we mmust remember that
we have still ‘much ground to travel over, and shall, probably, -
meet with other temptations to renew this interesting topic.

This tale is, on the whole, rather a heavy one. 1t has a
sombre uniformity of shade, which is not relieved by the author’s
usual proportion of 