 pangs of homesicimess end loneliness,but youth kmows no sush feeling for eny

HISTORY OF THE 481l8%teANRO CONSTRUCTION SQIADRON,

GULdY

The 6all had been sounded from every town and city of dear old
America and every patriotic son rushed tofenlist. The sorrows caused by the
brecking of those home ties can never wholly be wiped away until the over-
' whelm:lng joy of their reunion is experionced once moroe _ |

From Recrulting stations we were rushed to Fort Slocum the nearest
mobolization point for our district and 1t was there we tasted our first bit
of Army life. Belng throvm in with total strangers and every type of human
being that only America can produce wo at first of course exporienced all the

length of time 80 we got acccuainted.

On being assigned to a barracks we were formed into the Fourth
Recruit Company,and verily no truer words wore ever spoken than:ithat word
'Recruit®e Some 0f us seemed to be of tho impression that we were about to
-embaric on some pleasant excursion and comsequently we had blossomed forth |
in our best,and others knowing full well that Unocle Sam would take care of '
them in good time camo in their worst. Even at that early stage of the game,
trousers laciked thelr customary seats and coats and shirts were minus olbowa.

As time wore on however we all gradually assumed & devil may care
attitude and lived in today only letting tomorrow take care of itself. As we
found out later on more things happened in one day than we could very well
take care of anywaye

Our first lleveille was a gruesome affair to most of us,five 0'clock
being more liko thoe time we were in the habit of returning home rathor thon
- Just getting upe At last wo weathered the innumerable examinations,jabs in the
.armsy,vaccinations and last but not least tha scathing tongues of the Sergeants
who never lost an opportunity to irmpress upon us how absolutely hopeless and
fignorant we woree

On August 1st,1917 we.were sworn in following which we were marched
out to get our uniforms. Oh,what ions of mtty military uniforms we conjured
up in our minds end how soon they,dispelled. 'Size 8 E: shoes,size 6 hat,
"Here 'em away," bawls a sergeaut;and thot comp:riaod our uniformns Shoes too
big and hat t00 small never mind your in the Axrmy nowe -

" In that seml-nmilitary,seni=civilian attire we storted for Kelly
Field,Texas,on the outskirts of South San /ntonio where Aero Squadrons recelve
“thelr tralining.Our first bit of excltenont came sooner than wo expected..

On embarking froa Fort Slocun we were loadod into o sight seeclip
barge in which church picnics were wont to hold forth in all their glory but

now dedicated to a more serious calling.Soldiers were loaded on until it

-spoemed that another soul would surely sink her but at last the tug stled

_and we starteds Every/proceeded peacefully untilwe rounded the bend)started

.up the North River where we encountered & stifse cu.rrant. ‘hile our tug was
‘manouvering to dock us the hawser parted and belng entirely at the morcy of the
current we gallantly started [ a trifle sooner than the authorities had plamned},

- on our way to Francee Disdainfully disregarding all traffic rules of the North

River. Another tug however with a large coal barge on either side of her
intercepted our mad rush to the battle f£idlds =nd allowing us to nose gently
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1nto her : bow held us there until owr own-tug made fast once more,After that
mrything went -smoothly end we were: soon ontmined on Pullman cars and
spoéding ‘on our way. to the Sumny Southe s

That trip south with its continous unfolding of now and strange $Cenes
wAll alweys remin ia our minds as one 0f the most interesting chapters of our
army life. .At Huntingdon,V.Va., and at demphis,Tenan we allowed to get off tho

"~ ‘train end stretch our weary legs and incidentally march through the towns and

 display our ignorance of Military drille For three days and nights wo journeyed
‘south and late in the afternoon of: the fourth day,August 11lth,1917 we pulled
into: Kelly Telds It wos dark before we were marched to our camp and upon our
arrival at what was to be our Corpany stroot we were issued a blanket and an
Az':w 'cot. Our first real savage encounter was with these same cots and. mzmy

. wore the cries of despalr and anger: before they vere as.;omblad. and made to
stand on its six legse |

On August 1l2th we were organized. into the 69th Aero Construction
squadron and from that date’on 4f amne dared ‘to eall us rodkion his’ dostlv'was
gl For theo following few doys we did. nothing but drill end received the last
ever hated jobs in the arms It was not long however before weo received ai all
ix@artam: ift from Uncle Sam == namely a fatigue sult. After the issuance’ of.
thegm fatigue clothes we. ‘began to get our first susplicions that we.no% to.be
flyers ‘but rather merely ground hogs and sad os it is to. relate our suspicions
wene woll founded: for many were the days when the fighting 69th marched forth
with picks and chovels and mg'ed war on !Eemq aon.

Qur soldierly abilities were- soon recomized a.nd we were detailed to
ta.lce up cur first Guard dutys We came .very noar. losing our raputations 8s
vetérons on that £irst guard mount but we soon learmed the marmmel 0f arms,
General Orders and also that it s perfectly ligitimta for tha Ofﬁcer of the
Day to be out inspscting the Cuard at night.

. . Up to this time we had soveral different men in charge of our outfit,
minly Sergeants who-had. passed rediired emminations and were valting for, thel
coﬁniasions.mter we moved into the Barracks froa the tents and there we had
our. 2irst real Commanding Officers On September 19th,1917 ILt.Thomas HeJarrell
took over the commande Everything went along smoothly for us then for some
time,out duties being divided between guard duty,drill and the lnevitable
pick and shovel worke Drill’ pro‘bable playod. the most important’ part at’ that tm
ami we did so many Squads east and west that we got to. thinkins these ttrmtiors
in'our sleepe

On Ootober R7thy1917 ,Lt Jarrell was ralievod of the command and ca;t.
Goorga WePrice,took over the Squadron.Capt Frice wes an 01d regular amy men
having scen service in the Philupinea énd thinge bogan to happen to us £ron the
day ho took us in towe We were ‘reliwded of the tiresome gusrd duty-and took @
the work for which we had been orpniud. This was stréight construction work
Imﬁ‘ ‘many aere the buildings at Kelly Field that our outfit had a hand in xmtung
upe . If you were to visit Kelly Fleld today the flrst,.thing that would striks
your ‘eye would be the deautiful'arch over the entmme fiolds #1,2 and 3.This
was bullt by the 481st,and as you progressed’ further you would seo 1nm:mamb1e
ba‘iﬁ'“honsal.tuo sheds,latrines,michine shops etosmany of which were ‘constrncted
by [iss Tho' task of enlarging Post Headquaxters also fell to our Boys and ixstoad
of; the small barracks-like buliding that served as Post Head warters formesly
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you would now see¢ & much lareor end more elaborate building with wings and
corridors off which little individual offices led for the accomodation of
the excutive Officors of the fieldse Further down the road youn would comeo
to the Yill.Calelin back of which there stands a largo Post Exchange which
was ‘constructed by the 'boya of the Squadrone.

- It was in the month of October that we lost part of our personnell.
The . Balloon companies were in need of good heavy men at that time and several
- of our boys volunteersd for this service and were exceptede Our Sergoant-iojor
also loft us having boen admitted $0 tho ground 0fficers tralning schoolele
won his commission and today is Commnding Officer of a Scuadron o his own
nowly; serving 1n tho AP

On Docember 22,1917 Capt Price was a'dered to Morrison,Vae«,t0
supervise the construction of that fleld and low indeed were our spirits when |
we heard the news, Under him we hod done remarkably well,both in military i
. experience and constiuction work co that it was with heavy hearts that we saw |
him taks his leavee

On Christmas day the Squadroa wag formerly turnod over to our new
Comanding Officer It.G.J.Carlson,and we all celebrated in the Mess Hnrll
. with one of the best bantuets that a man could wish for with all the fs.xings
including after dimnner speeches and cigarse

Up to this time we had bad several officers attached to us for duty
but as things were far from settled they came and went as tho need for then
elsewhers became apparcnte.These Officors weres Lt.James J.Fitzgerald,Lts L.\e
Suckart, Lt Jilcholas Mitchell Lt DeBakor and Lt e« eleliixy,nll attached,for
construction work but later transferred to other organizationse

On January 12th,1918,Lt."/111liam E.Kapp,was assignod as Construction
Officer and Lt.i.G.3yrd as iedical 0fficer on January 19th,1918.Scon 2fter
the assignmend of these officers wo were moved out of the barragics and back
into the tents again whore we wore put into quar#antine preparatory to
leaving the f£fleld for overseas fervices Activities for the next few days
£or us could easily bo sumed up in the onse words EXAMINATIONS

e had lost considerable men by transfer and cousequently we had to bring

the comauond up to strength of 150 men before we cowld leavee This was |

- done by transferring some. thirty odd recrults fyom the Recrult camp end maybe
we didn't hustle some to get those fellows outfltted so that we might get

awvays Pinally the order came t0 pack and on Jenuziy 27¢h,1918 we marched

to the train behind . the rost Military Band and stevted for LIorrison,Va.

The trip North was an hilarlous one as every fellow was in high

spirits. Ve stppped at towns and cities along tae wey t0 strstch our legs
and on these occasions vie made & mich more ereditable ehowing than we did

- 9a our way South some five monthz beforse Everywhers along the route we were
received with joye Arrivin: at Morrison,Va on February 1st,1918 our spirits
took & drop along with the temperaturs for the most disml sight one could .
imagino met our eyese. Coming from the land of the Suany South we were suddem=
1y dropped dova 1nto a marah or swomp for really that was all iorrison was
gt-that time. W AT
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Mud ymad ersrywhare.oombinod with an icy wind end snow flurries thrown

in for good measuree Search 2s we might we could find no iorrison and
later we ishew loarned that the only llorrison that existed was ths Station
and & store and that we were expected to build a towm there for Uncle San
and call it liorrison.

After being assigned t0 barrocks which were the most comfortable
that we had yet occupledjbeing the only redeening feature zbout the eutire
campewe dug ine Pug in is the only term to use for our wovk while at
Horrison consglsted mainly of digging stunps and grading roadse The Boys
hovever soon became acclimited and owr spirits soon took a rebound and
we were once nore the heppy lot that had not long before been sporting
around Sen Antonio in our kakki suits in the Sunny Southe One dlstinctive
mark which we leit behind us vwhon we left ilorrison was the Bugler's tower
which is logcated near rost Hleadquarters sund commands & view of the cnilre

Canpe

At last orders were received to place requisitions for ecuipment
to bring our supplies up to reyuirements for overseas services The work
of equiping was long end tiresome acnd many were the requisitions placed
that were never fillode The Supply Sergouont was the King pin in those days
and woe be unto the man that cerossed his path while he was in thse midst of
pockings Some of the methods wo uged in obtaining lumber for our boxes
micht roflect on our charaoters £0 we will let': those little incidents
remain untolds Ayl of our boxes were pointed with a distinective murking
to facilitate the unloading on.the other side and this 1dez later proved
o valucble assete

At Morrison our Officer persomnel was increased by the additdon
0f Lt.Ewing He.Miller and Lt.Kitchell M.Boormon vho were &ssigned as
Construction Officers on February lith and 1l4th rospectivelye.

It was at this camp also that we lost our beloved title of the
fighting €9th and from then on we were to be known only as the 48lste.
Aero Construction Squadrone Ve giso lost o few men by transfer but filled
up again to strength with recruits and on larch 4th we entrained for
rewport News where our transport awaitod use After embarking and being

assigned to bwiks vwe all went up on declk to wateh the loading of our supplies.
They were plled on the dock in mountains aud it certainly was yonderful that

- they could all be stowed away in the hold. Ve speat the firstiticd to the
doclz but early the next morning we were towed out into the harbor proper
and started Northe

A few of the weaker gpirits wore seacslcic on that first leg of the
Journey but most of us weathercd the short trip in truec salilor fashiocue
Our transport was the M/DAWAESKA,a german ship formerly but now imerisuin
and manned by fmerican scilorse Abandon ship drill was started as soon as
we were settled on board and it was swrprising t¢:e short time it took to
get 2ll hands to the rails ready to go over into ths life boats aand outo
tho raftc. On Moxch 6th we steamsd up lew York Harbor and anshored jJust off
Staten Islande lMany of our Fellows came frum liew York Clty ani it was with
€ifficulty that they were restralned from jumnping overboard and swimaing
homae 10 shore leaves were granteds Ve wore soonsd joinod by the trancports
MPRCURY ,TENEDORESand MOIGOLIA and thoy also were laden dovm with troops
and supplies liko ourselvese
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On March 'nn.mm ot 6:00 Peie Tha Cruiser North Carolina,which
was to be our convoy across heuded out to sea and we followed in her wakee |
On our way out we passed a whole string of Var ships at anchor and were
glven u rousing send off by the Jackies on board while the bamls played
and colors voveds

And now we settled dovn to the real voyage. Strict orders were
given cut in regerd to smoking after sundewn and guards had énstructicns
to shoot first and aslk cuestions af terwards if anyone wore caught striking
a 1light 2t nighte Printed instructions were issued to each men pertaining
to 1life belts,boat drills and the pleacsant piece of information that if

anyone snould be foolish enough $2 fall overboard while we were in the tar
Zone that tie chip could not be expected to put about and pick him upe
All of thaso orders wepe of courso for the best and needless t0 say they
were carrled out explicitly.

Our ‘marters were stecrage ond we happened t0 be situated about |
midships where as some brilliant individusl told us the submrines alvays i
ainod fors Ve were all somewhat worried &t first but after being out o day
or toy we found that submarines were the least of our troublese

The sea started to kick up o fuss and Oh' what ¢ sonsatione
~ Mahy of u: sought the open decks for air and mony were the times when we
no sooner reached theamithan we heard the ships'hugler pliping '411 hands
to Guarters for boat drill?. It was while tho boys were compelled to stay
in that stuffy hold that mony o man's face gradually lost its color and he
was seon t0 make a dive for the nesrest can,but can or nor can he mde the
dive anyway and let "er g0. j

Inokout and guard duty were part of ocur dutles while on board
ship bt most of the timo we loafed luxuriously on the open decks. A crowd
of collored ticops vere also on board with us and they furnishad conaiderablc
enjoyuent for tho rest of us with their boxing bLouts cnd funny remarks i
while they woere sea=~sick. One was hoard to sty ) whilo ho wes foeding the
f£ishes) that he hada't heard the rocrulting Sergeant say anytiuing about
90 mch wator waen he told him to sign heres

The formation of our transports war chaonged mony times and it b
was uot an unconmon thing to wake up,in the moralng end find ourselves A
hoaded baclk for llow Yorke But even with all thisc dodging ecround we mude
good time and the days passed pleasantlye larch l4th,was probable the rou{,,h-
est day we had but for those who haud retained their soca legs it was a pretty
sight to watch tha cthor ships plitch and toss through the wavese

| On March 16th wo entered the Vor ione and fron then on vo slept |
in owr clothes all the time with our life belite for our plllowse lecedless ;
to,say our 1life belts were never very far {rom ws since the day we stepped
on boarde. On March l8th our convey arriveds. They were beautiful little
boats withihigh bows and highly camouflaged sldese. They were very speedy
and kept up a coutinous circling around the Transpottse On March 1l9th we
had our flrst cubmarine scare. It was la the middle of abandon ship drill |
thatiithe excitoment sterted and most of our outfit wers lined wup on the !
side neaatt tho scone of sotivity. The Uercury wes almost directly opposite |
us and uuddenly ghe veered sharply to ouo side in o wide curve. 5
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Imaodia tdy thedestroyers ruzhed to her rescue sanid dropped several depth -
bombs whicli caused the water to rise in great spouts, Tho submarine
feiled to put in an appearance however nor did it launch its $orpedo,or ot
least we never saw 1t and after the destroyers circled the spot ceveral
times watching for a glimpse, of her they jolned us once more and we
procecded on owr wa.yo

On Moreh 20th we sighted Belle lsle off St.Nazaire and maybe we
weren't & relisved bunch when that old land grew larger snd larger to our .
visions, Passing Belle I:le we salled up the harbor %o St.lazaliree Om Maxch
2lst,we pasesed through the lock:s to the piers and disexbarkede From the
dooks we wera marchad through thae town to a rest canp a few miles awaye
Whoover namad thatrplace a rest camp mods an awful mistw for it was there
we were Cirst introdmcod to the double decik bunks with nothing but slats
t0 rost our weary backs one Somo may have slept well that first night
but the next morning there were none who did not have long red morks down
thefr backs from the cruel siats.

Our stay here however was very short for we left on the 22nd bound - |
forr no one knew wharee We traveled lsty,2nd 8nd Jrd class and fed cxtrawegunte— |
ly oun corn willy and jame On March 26th we were piled off at o station with |
tha poculiar name of Romorentin over the doore From the statlon we marched :
about tlree miles to the camp which vas to be ¥nown as Alr Service Production |
Centre 42+ On our arrival there we threw our packs and after & hasty dinner ;
wo pitched in ond helped complete our futwre home which was thea a‘bout half
£inishede The Job wns finished late in the afternvon and we moved ine

This camp wes destined to be the scene 0f owr activities for the
duration of the ware Ve were all dissapointed that we were not going cléser
to the Front and we lived in hopes from duoy to day that we might sometime
move up near the lines end have a shars in the blg work.

}

Adr Service Production Centre #2 wus to be ths source of supply for
the various Alr Depote at the fLfront furnishing them with planes,spare parts |
gtce It wap also destined to be the assenbly point for Liberty Planes from |
the Statese Uere they were to be unloaded,tested and put in condition for j
agetive duty on the linose L

Puring our stay here vio vere engaged in every kind of construction
work imaginable. Some of owr men vere detailed to special duty in their
various trodes &s bladksmitus,tecmsters,plunbers,chanffowrs und clerks at
the different plonts and warehovse uround the Post,but most of us went out
on straight comstruction worke Our men ployed o big port in meking the
flying field the bozutiful rolling streteh of lond it is to-=daye Vhen we
first arrivedsthere was nothing but woeds,puddles of vater,swamp land and -'
even houses were oun the troct of laund that was to be the Flying Fields, After |
the woods had been cleared,great net works of ditches wore @gug and the waiter |
drained off. It seems 2 little wuiertuking vhen put down on paper but to |
perform the rcal work is a different mntiere In addition to our vork on the |
flying field our boys helped to conctruct large seroplane hangars,vorehouses |
gballoon hangars and innuaerable barracks. Soiws of the strustures were of 3
steel and some were of wood but it mattered little to us what they were made |
of and buildings continued to go up with swrpricing rapiditye Another big |
undertaking was the supplylng of this camp with water and the plumbers curely
proved their worth in this job. There vas plenty of work for everybody and |
after putting in 4 ten hour day ad hard lubor uander conditions none to
favoreble woe were alw.ys ready to hit the hay long before taps soundeds
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| Detulls of all the various forms of construction would ko
a somewhat lengthy history in itself so we will coafine this short article
to tho nature of the work done by this organizations

/8 time wore on and still we did not move fron the £16dd ve
galned the distincetion of being old relisbles and malnstuys ol the cup
having been here almoat since 1ts very starie liany were the outlits thot
came nnd went bul we were slways on hand t0 dbuild and bulld uatll the
signing of the Armistice stopped all cperationse -

cpas e o

Vo were mnfortunate cnough ¢o lose three of owr Officers during
owr stay here,ly «i.¢.Pyrd the Medlcul o¥Zicer hoving been tensferred to the
66th Division Engineers,Searchlight Section, Lt JRwing Heailller leaviug to
tiko a oourso £itting hinm for an observer ant It.K.l{.Boormon Joining forces
with the Engingers of the Second Army.

Sevaral of our Boys won comlssions and othors were transferred into
other branches so that ouvr ranks at this time are rather sadly depleted.

Taking all in all we have not had & very gmgloricus history but we
have done that to which we havo been essigned and our work has becen good
in ths eyes of the authorities 30 we cain safely lay back now &nd view the
result,content with tho thought that we have falfilled the vurpose of our
organization to the best of our abilities.
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