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• 
~he oall had been scnm4ed from every town and 01t1 of dear olcl 

Amer1oa o.nd every patr1otlc son ruhad t~onllat • . ~he sorrows oauaed bJ tbe 
· brealdtia ot thOse liOme tlea can never ·Wholl~"be wiped &Vla:f tint11 the o~a:r

. whelnling Joy ot their reunion ls ezperlenoed o~e more • 
. ... 

Fr-om Reara.ltlng. stations we were rq._ohed to Fort Slocum the nearest 
mobollsation point tor our d1st~1ot and lt waa thero we tasted our t1rat·; b1t 
ot Army lite. De1ng thrown ln with total strangers end ave17 tne of ·human 

· be1Jl,3 that only America oan produoo ·we at first ot course experienced all tm . . 
· : pangs of hor~siOlmGs~ and lonel1ness,but youth k:nOwu no ouch feeling fmr arr:f 

lon.3tll of time so we got accqaalnted • 
. 

On beine ass 1gned·- to a \,barraeks \'.re· :v1ero · formed into , the · Four:th ;. · 
.. neoru1t co~1and verily no truer words were ever ·spOken thamithat wo·rd 
· 'Recruit•. some of. us se~d to . be of the 1mpre~s1on . tJJa' we were about to 
.. embark .on some pleasant excursion and consequently we had blossomed torth 
in our best,and others kn0\"11na tull well that Uncle . Bam would take caze ot 
.them in good time oame in their,·wors'• Even at that early ata.~ of the game•. 

· ·trcm.sers lacked their ouotonn~ seats and coats and shirts were minus elbows. .. . 
. . . .. 

AB time Wore on however we all graduallt assumed a 4evll mayroare 
attitude and 11~ed 1n todaJ only· lett1113 ~tomorro\v take ca.re ot ltselt.~ A's we· 
found .out later on more things happened in one day than ·Vl G could V8r'9 Weli ' 

·.,take care ot anyvay. \ I 

our first l\evellle was a ~some aff~lr to roost of us,t1Ve o'olock . 
· belng more like tho time wo v1ore ln the hnb1t ot returning: .. h.Ome ra.thor ·than 
· ·Just getting up. At last vie weathered the innumerable e.xam1nat1ons.Jabs ~n . tbe 

t ~rms,vaccinatlonG and last but ·not least tha ~cathing · tODl,"tles of the Sergeants 
.. ,who never lost an opportunity to ~~ress upon uo hov1 absolutely hopeless nnd · 

1gnoran t ,,1e wore. · · 
. . 

On At1gUSt lat,1917 . :ra.:,!ver.e sworn 1n following which wo were/ 118Z'Ohed 
out .to get ~·~·unstorms~/ Oh,~t~1ons .. ot nat·tj, llll1t~.·~ un1torriis . e' ~conJVed . 

1-.up 1ni our minds and how ·soon they,\dlepelled. ~Sl&e· &5- EJ•'"' sh9es901.ze &-2 -·, hat, 
:"Ilere ~em away•" bawls a sergum,i,nnd thnt compr1ao4 our .unltor.n. Shoes too 
'b1g a.nd ·bat ~OO · Srm.ll never .mind your 111 the .A~ nowe . i -

. • • 

In that eem1~11taey1som1•c1v111an attire we tOJ.•ted tor Kell~ · . 
• I • t 

. F.lel49Tezas,on ~ the out8k1rts ot south San /l.lltonio where Aero Squadrons receive 
, their tralniJJC•our first b1 t ot exc1 tejnont came sooner than wo , mq)ected- ~ ·, 1 

011 embarking fro Fort Slocum e were loadod 1nto o. sight aeelig· 
, ~ge ln which churOh picnics vrere wont to hold for th ln all their glo17. ~t 
. now· cled1oated to a more serious oalling.Soldlers were loacled on until 1.t · 

seemed that another so:al would surel1 sink her but at .last. tho tus ~etle4 
. ~'we started. EYe1"8Jii0ceeded peacef'Ully untllf iwa rounded the bem:&tane4 
g i the North R1Ter where we encountered a st1tt_ currant. ' h1le our ~ \W0.8 

' ~ouve1~1ng to doek ua the hll\vser · parted and '.being· entirely at the mer~· ot ti. · . 
·current .. we p.llo.ntly a tarted I a trltle sooner than · the authorl t1es had planned), . 

, · on our wa1' to Fronce. J>l1dalntully d1srecardlng all trattlo rules ot . th& ·· or th 
R1Ter. AnOther tua howeYer with a large coal bo.rp 011r either aide ot her .. · 
intercepted our mad rush to the battle fl,lch lind ll0\·1lng us to nose Pntly 
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.'into ·. her \ bow held us there .unt11 -.our own .. tug made "+ taat once· mor.e,At'er .. that 

.- ~· . .. .• '\ . . ' . ' .. 
-i 0. mh1ng went ·smoothly and!we wer.e · SOOD entrained on Pullrnan>cara -and , 
ap~\ dlng 10n · our wny ,~ to · the ~ South. · · · · · 

t " ~ .. • ._ ' ., 

iii ' .. , f • 

. · ., That . trip s~uth ' 1th its cont1nous unfolding ot new Eln~· ~'~e: sc~nes 
.wi:ll alvnl1·a rennin ln .. our mJ.r.tda as one · ot ·,ha. moat in,ereatizig' chapters. of~' oµr ! • 

arm§_, .. llte~ . A~ Runtl?JSdon,. eV&•I .and at ~·~Tenn ,we al].owed '· 'O; it- ott :~~b.e ·1·.· 
. I . .. • ' • .,,. ' " . .. ' ,,,,# ' 

· t~l~ nnd . stretch our.· \veary legs and lnoldentally march '~hr?~ ·the~~ towna.: &n4 
· ells.play otu- ... 1p,orance ··ot ·1''1111 tary .. ar111.~ .. For, three · dqs · and ri1Sllts ·. vm: Jcnirneiied . · 

~ ~ • ' ' ' • . ' t' .. 

' 

, scnith~ e.,id .. rJAte· in tha nfterno~n ot ;tJ;iQ :.~om·'1:1 'da~~~st :llt.h,~1911~ wa ·pula;e.d. --~ 
1rito: ell~ '. Jr.ield. It wo,s · dark ,~ betore · .. '° :me tlral'clled to our ca.mp ~ and · upon ·our 

. 1: ·~r .i{ .. , • • t . • .. f , i • # ' • • • • • 

r~~~~·V~:l at '"what was to ·be 0~1 Oo~. St!Cet~ 199-!·~re 1a~d ~ >blanl(e·t ~dl·~ ~ .. 
. ,~·(·~aot • . ·Otlr :ti rst ~eal~ aatase en:~oun~~r~. wao · ~th ·t~s~ _~ ~e :cots · and :~· .. 

·t-~ha . cr1e~ of def11X\1r and".l\11G9r before they '1ere as.semblod and mad~ to ' . ·" ... , . , 

~~~d on its aix legs. · ' · ·., 
- ~ 

_ On ,Auga.st ·12th .we were ·,orf;iJl1&8d_ 1nto tbS" 69th Aero · construction . 
·~~dfon~~imcl fi·om· tbat ~ dnte ':on ~r {~a&1 ··aeze4 f~ij~ c~·1~:~ 1'$~· t.ob'lt1,,-s~~'11·n.:\\o&ta~wa~ . . 

• IWI a, '- • • • # 

:~~· Foi- the tollow1~ . f8\=t . <1An. we .:~did : 1lO.tb1:ag .but. ~111'. mid reoe1ve~ · thS · laat 
. e:V.er tbated jo.bs ln thS arm~ . It ·•s:J·not 1 looo ·· ho~ver? befQ~e ·we :~re(;e1Ved · ai' :i\11 I 

• "{_ * ' • ' "\ • .- ' ~. • • • "' ' • •• \. 

1 .. - .rtilll.t ·Birt from .Uncle ~, ·_- .. namely . a . tat1~ Buit. · .... After' the. ~issuanc~ .. of~ 
·. t~4- · t .. fs.tleue ·clothes :w~ibep.n to ~t~. o~.~, ~rst )s~ap1c1ons =-tpa~ :r_vie .no1t · te>:~ ba~:. ~ 
t~ ..... . s {~-Jut ~ rathar merely~ ground ho6fl.1 llnd aad;ns ~t ls :to .. ~e~te ·9ur.. euepic,ions 

. \\~~o.i \1Gll fo1~n~d1 for ·ma.:ny =.were · t~ :~yo· '!~µ~. tll8 t t1Bht'~D6 69th irarched ·t.orth 
''litli picks and chovols . and i&le;Gd w:ir. . on ~exaq soil• . . . :./ . ~· \ ' 

'• '.( , \ ,.. • t • , 1 • • • I -

"' I • • 

. ~ ·. , , - ·. · . '- . , . ,. I " .. ; 
~ .. our soldierly. ab111 tlea wer.e .. soon -recogi;iiz.ed and: we \~re detailed to -

t~ ;up ·c · t1rat ~.G~a-.·~tY•; ~f~ .. :.rezt, ;~\ 1~·~1.ng , our reputat10ns .ae .: · 
v~~~~ n~ ~n ~ tl:l.;).t firs~ ~d_,mo~~ ;.~~ t1e" .. ~oon ,_~~~1~~~t~ pazmel ot a~, . · . 
G~~7a+~~ .prders/ snd also · trot . r1~ wa.:r perfectly l~g~~i~te tor ·the Officer at. the 

· y ' to ·b~~ out \ 1nsPllot1ug the Guard. n.t , night. · : ~ · . . . ' . . . 
f ' ._ • i 
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7011 .wOu14 now aee a .nmoh larger and ·more , eiabora~e bu1ld1Jllt with wlnga. and 
oorr.ldors oft wh1oh t11ttle .1ndlv1dual otftoea·1 led. tor ·t he aooomoc!at1on· ot . 
the exetttlve. Ottlcors of the fields. Further down .the road you would como 
to the Y M.O .A .ln back ot whloh there stimde a largo · Post E'KOhango · whloh · · 
was ' constructed b:J' the bo~s ot the Squn.drOn. · 

. . . 
• r It was in:·the.month ot ! OOtober · that we losi ·po.rt. ot our pereonnell. 

1 · Tho ~ Balloon Jcompan1es wero S.n neod of g0o4 hea:V'Y .mm .at tba~ time and se:veral 
,i"' ot our .boys ·volunteered tor ~ th1s aervloo and were aseepte~. oar ser~o:nt.;.4 " 3or . 

. lso ··loft ·' UO :having boon aOm1tted to the ground Otficers · 'ralni?l(:. sch001.ne 
·~~ ·~~n· his: oomm1ss1on and toclo.1 ls · OO;me.ndlng . otftoer ot n s~ruaa~on o ·h1e'I oan. 

J • now.! ~.,'J r serving 1n the A • .m. JJ'. .... 

. Ol1 Doccn:ibe i~ . 22, 1917 Ce.pt · P191ce was er dared to Morr1son1 va. , ~o · . 
sUper.v1so thB constrµot1on o:r that f'leld and, low indeed were .our spirits when 

·· we 1 hea.rd tho . news. under ·h1.m We ... bn.d ·done . r~rlmbly well,both ln m1lita.17 ~ 
·. ei'perience ond const1~t1on work co i.· tho.t 1t .. \Wis with hea171 hen.rts that: we saw 
· .. him tako his leave. · · ·.. ,. ,. 

On Uh:r1stmas day the sqaadron was formerly turned ovor to our new 
· co:rmand.1ng Officer Lt.GtJ .oai-lson.atld we. all .celebrated in the Mess Ifall 
with one .ot the. best. banquets ·tMt a ma.n .could wish tor ~1th all tho t1:s1n8s 

·~ · ~nclud1ng after dinner speeches , and cigars. . · . . 

Up to . this time v1e had had several ottioera attached to us tor du~y 
but as th11)3s were tar. from settled. they oame .and wezit QS the need tor~··them 
elsewhere became apparont.'?hese Oftloora were1 Lt .James ·J . i"ltzserald,Lt• L.\Ve 
suc~,Lt .• N1oholas ll4tohall,Lt.v1.D.1lalter and L'..J .i..!J1x,oll attacbed,.tor 
construction work but later transferred to other orga,n1zat1orus. 

'I . . 
. On January 12th,191S,Lt.v:lll1am E.Kapp,was assigned as ConStraction 

Officer and Lt..A.G.Dyrd as !\1od1oal o:rtlcer on ·JD.tJt1a17. l9th1 19la.soon ·after 
t11e ass1gmoond of these officers \'18 were movod out ot the barraokS and back 
into · the. tents ae;alil ·v.rbare ·we vrora· put into ~tiJ?.e prepal43.tory to , · .. 
l :v1ng tbs field tor overs~s Sarv1ca. Aot1 v1t1es ·for the next few days 
fo1• us nould eas1l:r be aivmned up 1n the ono words EXA:UW.'l?IONS. 

. ..... . . 
we . Md lost oon::s1dora.bla men bif transfer and co~s\f qnentl~· e had to brlng 
the.~ conmnnd up to" strength of 150 men bofore i.wt co~ld l~ve. Thia \\GB, .. · . 

- do~ .. by· .traut~1~. ,~omos th1~ odd reot'Ui tS :£~im the. Re~ 1i ca.mp .and may'be 
we didn't hustle aonae to get · those tel~Ot11Js··f.ou~f; .1tted so that we might · get · 
awa7. 1 tlnall~ tha 1 or~er ~~ to paCk· and Ol1 tJan~:11 27th11919 we marc~d -
to the ~ tmln behind the .l->ost ·. l1tar~ - and ·ari«l ste\'ted for Uorrlson9Va • . 

~ ~ 

The trip North .was an hilarious one us every tellow was in high 
sptrlts. · \t?e atpned at towns and cities alo11~ .the. WdJ to stretch our legs 
and on these oooaa1011a .. ~ e made a . much mo~ oredl tablo ebO\ving than we · did 

.. O?l our war 8~uth some f1va~ monihB bofor • EVG?tyvih.aro along the route we \\'ere 
, reoelved ith Joy •. Arriv1 .~,t rr1son.va on Febr~ lat,1910 o~ sp~rits 
took a drop along v.·ith the temperature tor the mo3t disJIBl sight one coDld. 
lnPgino met· our eyes. oo·aitna troai tbe land ot the num11 uouth tre ere suddm

. ly ~-dropped do·v:n into a fl8?'flh or ~ tor r'a.lly that ·\IJao nll or1-.1oon· vm.a 
at-that time. 
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!Ud,mud e1'e17\vhoro , comb1nad with. an 101 .S.nd nnd ~, tlurrlaa th:rO?JB 
1n tor· good maasure. search es we might we could. tlnd no r1"1aon and 
la,er we ~ learned that the only Morri son that existed tJas · the Station 
and a store and tmt we ere expected to build a town there -tor Uncle Sam 
and ·call it ·Liorrison. . .. 

. 
.. After be1ng· aa~~fPled to bari~ctcs which 1 .re the most comfortable 

tbat we had rot occup19Q1being tllG onl~ rcaeeming featuro ~bout tlw eut1ra 
camp,we dUS 1n. D12a 1n lo the only term to uoe for our WDIOC while a.t . 
Morrison oons1 sted nnlnly of d1gg1ng stti:nps and grad1113 roads . , The oys [J 

· h()'tY1ever soon became a.ooll~ited end our sp1r1 ts aoon took a robound ·n.tld 
v;e were once moro the happy lot that had not long before been sporting · 
around S£tn ft,.ntonio in our la).hJ!1 etu ts 1n the 512~ ..,outhe one distinctive 
mark which we l ex·t boh1nd us when we left Morr! son was tho ugler 's tower 
which 1a looatotl near l'Ost llendqunrters mid oo.amands a YiEl\V of the entire 
Ol.Ull.P• 

I 

At lant orders were reoeived to place requ1s1;t1ons for eouipment 
to bring our supplies up to ro(JUirements for ovoreoas service. The v10m 
of e<i-i1.J.p1ng \1W6s 10118 and tiresome and ma:i11 wero the requisitions placed 
that wero rover f11lo u. ~he supply Sorgoant was the King pin in thOae da.7s 
nnd woe be unto tllS raan that crossed h1s path while he was in tlw r~1idst ot 
po,oki:DB• Joma of t l .o methods \Va used in obtaining lumber tor om• b·oxos 
tttir.ht rorlect on our olmrantero so wa will let':~ thoso little incidents 
remain untold. Ail of our boxe1 were J.Xllnted '\vlth n d1st1not1ve J'!Blking 
to fac111tate thO unloading on.the other side and this ldea later proved. 
a valuable asset . u 

At U.O:rr1aon our Officer porson.nel was increased by tlie a&Utlon 
ot Lt . Ewing n. ller and Lt .Kl tchell MeJ~errllfiJl v,hO were assigned as 
Conatruotlon Officers on February ll'h and 14th reapectivei_v • . 

It waa at this camp also that vie lost our beloved title ot the 
f1ght1~ 69th and from then on we were to be knovm only as the 4Slst. 
J\ero Oonstruot1on Squn.dron. .~e also lost a f'S\•1 men by treioter but fillet\ 
up again to strength "~1th recruits o.nd on tt-trch 4th wo entrained for ,. 
l~ewport ?rows where our trsnaport awa1tod us. After embarkine a?ld bo1na 
assigned to b1mlta v.·e o.l.1 went up on d~clc to watch the loacl111g of our suppl lea. 
fhe7 were p1led on the ·doclt in rnoun-talns and 1 t certainly ~ 1onder-M that 

. they could all be a towed away 1n the hold. · \~·a spent · the t1r11~A tied to t!le 
doOJM: but early the ll9rt mol.~ng we we-re towed· out 1nto · the harbor propo1• 
and started t:orth. 

. . 
A fe\v ot th.9 weaker sp1r1ta Tl'Jre soc.sick an tllGt firGt lee of tho 

Journey but ioost ot us \\OO.thered the short trip 1n true sa1lor t shion. 
OUr transport ' s t o !.t\Dt\ • S&\ 1a gorm!l-Jl ship forinerly but now uaerlaon 
and 11nnnod by American sailors. Abandon ol1ip dr3.ll was atarte~ as soon as 
WG were settled on board and it wo.s 6Urpr1aine t ~Al sl101•t time lt took to 
eat all lnnds to · the rolls readJ to go over into th.a 11te boats and onto 
'he ratta. On itarch th re otesmad up lier York lla~bor and enchorod Just · ott 
Sin.tan Island. U8n1 ot our ellcr.,vs came fl•c>m now York City and it \1aa \11th 
titt1cu.lty ths' the7 \vere rGstrainad t:i.·om Junwing overboard nnd ow1mlnl .. 
home. No shoro leaves ~ro eranted. \'ie wore soonad ~o1nod by tho trant~po1~a 
........... CUHI ,!ElfEOORES,e.nd MOliGOLIA nd thoy a.loo wore la.den dmm \vi th troops 
and supplies like ouraelTes. 

u 
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on u..i.rch 7th,19le. nt iaOO P • ~he Cruiser N.:>rth ca:rollna,whloh 

was to ba our convoy across. headed out to sea and we tallowed bi her wake. 
On our way out we passed a Whole atrlna ot ~~n.r ships at anchor and were . 
Given n rou:ilng send off by the ~nCk1es on board while t l ia ban40 plaJEKl. 
snd oolors v.uvede · 

And no\v a settled dovJn to the real voyage. Strict orders were 
given out in regard to srnoldDB after sundovm and ~ds bad Anstruotlcns 
to shoot first o,nc., ask questions otterwarda 1f ~ne were ca.ue;ht striking 
a .l1()ht at night. Printed 1nstruot1ons were issuod . to each np.n ,per~1n1ng 
to life belts,boa t drills and tll9 plea.sant pi ca of 1nfo~t1on that lt 

anyone should be foolish enough to tall oTerboard while tvo were 1n the r 
zone that tne r~hlp could not be expeotod to put about o;ad p1Ck him up. 
All of tr...ese orders 'WIJIJe of aourso tor the best and needless to eay they 
were carried out expl'1c1tly. 

OU1.t ~tera re steerage und we ha.pJJoned to be situatod about 
1n1dsh1ps 'here ns somo br1111ant .. 1ndlv1dU(jl told us the subrtar1nas a l ;nya 
aimed ·for. we wero all somewhat \vor1·1ed at tlrst but after being oui a &ly 
or tO' '" ne found that submarines were tho leant of our trou.bles. (3 

i. 

. . 

~he sea started to ltiek up ~Ip fuss and Oh' what n sensation. 
· l.fahy of us sougl1t L.the open decks tor air and ~ were the times when YJe 

no eooner i·eaohed thera~:tm.n ·v.re hoard the sh1ps•qugler piplng '.A.11 h.Qnds 
to Quarters for bont drill'. It s whil e tho bore Wel'0 compelled to sta~ 
in th.'lt stuf£1 bold that IDDl11 a man's taco grad'llally loot its color nJid _he 
"Was seen to rmke a d1 ve tor tho nenrest can, but can or nor can he nnde the 
dlvo anyway and. lat 'er go, 

lookOut and caard ltut7 were part or om• dutios while on board 
ship bnt most ot the tlmo we looted 11mnr1ously o:n the open1 deoksjtf A crO?Jd 
or collorad troops ~ere also on board with us and t~7 f.'Urn..\sbcd considerable 
enjoyraei1t fo.t9 tho ·root o uo 1th .their boxing bouta o.nd tnnny rer:ams 
v,·h1le tl1ey ware aea.-s1ck. One was heard to say ) whi lo he vm.s foo41ng the 
fishes) that be hadn't heard the rocru1t1ng Sar~nt any anything about 
eo much wn.tor nhen ho told him to s~ t'9ra • . 

!fhe fQZ'lr&n tion ot our tra11sports wat1 clw:n~ei rr£Lny times and 1 t 
was not t.n uncor1rn.:ln t l11ng to \Wllte up1 1n the mornirJb and find OursolYOS 
hoaded baek 1'01· N071 York. t even v1lth all t h is do~ cround we · Dilda 
good t1TDG and th~ daJs pasned ple~~aai1tly. !la.rah l4tb,waa probable tho ro~~
est day wo bad but tor tl101e who aul retained the1r ooa legs 1t waz a pretty 
aSght to watch tha cthor sb1ps pl toh end toss through the 1'.E.Ves. 

. On !Jlaroh 16th e entered the t:ul• ZOtl(J aDd tron tb.en on 'JJe slept 
in om~ olothes all the time with our 11 . belt r. tor our pillows. needloss 
to,ear our lite belto were never very ar frora u n a1nce the dny a stepped 
on board. On March 18th our oonvoy arrived. ~hey \'IE1ra boout1ta.l little 
boats \v1tbill1~ bows an4 highly oaiooutlapd sides. Tho~ re very speedy 
and kept UJ1 a cont1n s .oi olins au-ound the 5!ro.napotta. On Uarah 19th o 
bad our first eub r1ne scare. · It s 1n tho taidcllo of bondon ah1p drill 
that ; e:solt l1oont et ~ted and moat ot o~ outfit w ra lined up on tha 

• I ' ' 

side u.eeacat tho scone ot aot1v1tf• ~be eroUJ7 · e alm3st directly opposite 
ua sa:ddenly she veered Eharpl.y to 0110 n1de 1n a wide curYo. 

} , .. . . . . . .. 
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Innoo2o. tay tb«iA.estro1ers ru~;hed to her .. reeoua aDa. dropped se~eral depth · 
bombs ~hich oauae4 ~ha un:tei• to r11e hi great spouts, Tho submarine 
tailed to put 1n an a1Jpearanoe however· nor did 1t lautioh 1ta ~rpedo,or ~t 
least we never saw 1 t and attar the destro1ers clroled the spot seve1-al 
t114es W'd,tohing tar a gl1mp•f3l.:' ot her thej' ~o1ned us once more and we 
proceeded on olll' way. 

. . 
On i~~rch 20th we .aigb.t~d ells lsle oft St .Na~alre ruld m.ybe we, 

weren•t B relieved bunoh when ;that old land grew lar6Qr and larger to our . 
v1s1ons, Passing elle l f~:le ''a ss.1la(l up the barbor to st.~zalre. On March 
2lst,we passed through tl1e locks to the piers and. diaembtJ.rkecl. b'ro-ai tbs 
doOka wa wera marched throu3}1 the t<>t·m to a rest camp a t " miles 'W:.l.Y• 
t.Vhoaver mm.od th.a 1l.~plaoa a rest Oa'4p mo.de an awful mist• ior it wa~ there 
via were first introduced to tbe double doal.t b11ntcs w1 th notlling but slats 
to rest our ' waacy bac.lta on. soroo ina,y ba:re ' slept well that £1rzt 11ight 
but the next morning tliere were none \Vbo c.lld not have long red IDO.l"ks down 
tbetr baeks trom tbs cruel slats. · 

011r s tay hero however Wt3s very sl1ort Zor wo left on the 22nd bound 
for 110 ·one lmev; lvlinre. \Ve t1'ave.led lst,2nd lind 31'd class and fed axtre•ot:t..lnt• 
ly 0 11 corn VT1lly antl Ja•n. 011 .:.vla.rch :~6th v10 v;ere p1led oft et a station v1lth 
tha peculiar nrune ot Ro1no~ tntin ovor the door. From the station we nJl.rcbod 
about .tllree m1las to tlie camp 11h1ch. \?aB to ba tp1ovm. as Air Se1~1oe Production 
Oentre ~f2• On ou-r arrival tbore we thre\v our pabks and aftor ·a ' hast·y dinner 
we pi tch&d in nnd helped complete our fUture home which was then about lialt 
t1n1ehed. The Job wno f1n1shet'L l~.tc in tr~ afternoon and we moved 1n. 

This camp we4s destined ~to be the t;Ceno ot our nct1V1t1os to1· the 
dtlration ot the war. We were all dissapolnted that we vJere not ao1nt: c-~bser · 
to the 1''ront Bntl we 11 ved in hopes from day to dt...J that e miebt sometime 
move up naar t ll.43 111ies end havo a share in the blg work. 

~ 

i'.ir Service Froduct1on Centre ~2 l\42.B to be th.a source ot u.ttpply gor 
the various Air Depots nt thg tront fu_ .. nisMng them v:1th planes, epal"a pe..rts 
etc. It '1ns o.l~.o destined to be .tl::s ascG!pbly point for Liberty Plan s frorn 
the ~tates. Hera they wore to be unloaded,tootod and put in condition tor 
nctivo duty on tho l inos • . 

' 
Dur1116 our atny hare VJ EJ '"c1~e ell8B.£9d in evorv k1rLd ot con~truotiou 

work 1TNJg1nable. ~ome or our men .ere detailed to special uut~ ln the11• 
w.r1ous tradoo a.s bl&.cltsm.i ti1e • tec.mstf)rs,plu:nbc1"s,ollautfeui•a and ol0.rks at 
the difreront IJlontn and 4Warehovse Qround the Poat,but moat ot us went out 
on atro.lght construction '1>rk• our men pla7ed o. bls inrt in melc1ng the 
fly1~ field the boautit'il roll1%J6 utretch 01' land it is to•day. V~ben we 
t1r~t n1·rlve~.~tb.9re wa~ nothing but woods.pud es of v,at r,swamp latt.d v,nd 
eTsn ho"es were on the tract of la.n that ""s tl> be the J'lyl Field. After 
the woods htld been ol~red,graat 1'.at works 01· dttclws wore P3 and the water 
drain.ad oti. It seems n little U."1.t ertuldl.18 then put c.o·wn on paper but to 
perform the rGal ork is a d!ttcront mat·tei-. In addition to our \"'Ork on the 
n11na fl.old our boys helped to conztruct larl.:e eroplane J ~re,v;a1~a110usea 
,balloon ~~ngnra and lnnu\'40rablo bnrraoka. &ome ot .the atruottD'oa woro" ot 
steel nnd some ~are of wood but 1t ma.ttorcd 11 ttle to U3 what the~ ware made 
ot at:d building's continued to ~ up 1th surpr1G1ng rapidity. AnOtl'ler big 
~"ertakl~ s the supplying ot .. thi s cn.q> with water cmtl t ho plumbers surely 
troved t heir rth 1n th1a job. ~hero \', s plonty of 10rk tor eve~Jbody and 
ttor J>Utting in !1 ton hour day at bard labor itn<Jor condi tlono nano to 

faTore.ble wo were alw'"'70 ren~ to hit the my long before t aps sounded • 

• 



• 
('7) 

• ... 
' 

DattA.1ls ot all tho varioua forms ot oonst1~tlon wvuld E:tto 
o. somewhat lenc;t~ history in 1 tselt so wo w111 coilf1ne this 3.hort article 
to tho nature of tho work dono by thi s orga.nisnt1on. 

1.s t1mo wore on o.n4 still we did not move fro:. the t1tld J,·e 
(';lined the distinction of bo1ng old r eliebles o.nd. lno,inst,.tya o-t tJ-.a ca~~ 
h~ . 1ngbe~mhere 1il.IOOat alnce 1ts very start • . ; iny ~1er~ t ll...e out:rits that 
oruoo "'1• w.ont but vra ';; ra ·;lwayo on m 11d to build a.nd . . bull until tha 
olatl.1%18 ot tlio . .Armlst1oe stopparl a l l operations. · 

. . 
Ve '\9t!1ra untortUJYl.te c noug11 to lose three of ow.• Oft1oern dur1Dg 

our stay hore,.f.t .i .~.!yrd the Vtadical otticer br:.vlr~ been tonsfer1·od to the 
&6th DiVision };n_sineers,sea1-ohlight Seotion,Lt r.iw1ne lI.:ttllor 1c~V1tlt~ to 
tl(Ke a 001..tr~ ti t ·t1n3 hir,1 for e.n observer and l .t .K. • ool."me'.n ~ oini ng tnrcea 
with t lltl Eng1neerB of t he second Army • 

• 

.. 

severP.l O! our Boys won co!Zlll1ss1ons and othora ware transferred into , 
other branchas so tr.at our ranks at Clh1s tin_, r-4e rotl1.0r sadly c.c•pl etod. 

" 
Tnk1113 all in all we lnve l'lOt ha.d o. very 1Jlorious hist Dry ln1t we 

have done that to which lve mvo been ass1gi1ed and our '1VDrk bas been good 
in the eye:> or the autru>r1ties so \Vt:l e;.n ootely lay baek now and view th.a 
reault,oont~nt with thD thota& t th.at we have fnlt1llad tl10 purpo~e 0£ our 
orsan1zat1on to the best ot our abilities. 
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