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JQMOMMUOWEÍ

To the Reader:

THe Divine ¡Providence hath hitherto fo

orderedmy life, that for thegreatest part

thereof 1 have lived ( as it were ) in exile

from my native Comtrey : which happened, part-

ly, by reafonofmy Education in the Romifb Re-

ligion, and that inforem Univerfities¡ and part-

ly , hy my entrance into Monafiical Orders. For

twelve yearsfpace of which time, I was wholly

Sfpofed ofin that pan vf America called New
Spain, and the parts adjacent. My difficult

going thither not being permitted to any, but to

thofe of the Spanifli Nation ; my long /lay

there-, and laftly my returning home, not only

to my Country, but to the true knowledge and

free profejjion of the Gofpeis <Purhy, gave me

reafon to conceive, That thefe great mercies were

not appointed me by the Heavenly Towers, to

the end 1 [hould bury my Talant in the earth, or

hide my light under a bujhel, but that I¡hould

impart what 1 therejaw and knew to the nfe and

benefit of my Eaglifh Countrey-men : Jnd

which the rather 1 held my felf obliged unto, be-

caufe in a manner nothing hath been written of

<B i thtft
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To the Reader.

thefe (Parts for tbefe hundred years lajl paft,

which is almoji ever fince the firft Omqueft

thereof by the Spaniards, who are contented to

lo/e the honour of that wealth and felicity they

have there fince purchafed by their great endea-

vours, jo they may enjoy the Jafety of retaining

what they have formerly gotten , in peace and fe-

curity. In doing whereof1 ¡hall offer no ColleRi-

ons,but fuch as ¡ball arife from mine own Objerva-

tionsjohicb will as much differfrom whatformerly
hath been hereupon written, as the Fiäure of a
perJon grown to Mans eftate, from that which

was taken of him when he was but a Child ; or

the loft band of the Fainter, to the
firft

or rough

draught of the Fi&ure. To my Country-men

therefore I offer a New World, to be the fub-
jeB of their future Fains, Valour and Tiety,

defiring their acceptance of this plain but faithful

Relation of mine, wherein the English Nation

may fee what wealth and honour they have loft.

hy the overfight of Rjng Henry VII. who li-

ving in peace and abounding in riches, did not'

witbftanding unfortunately rejett the offer of be-

ing firft Difcoyerer of America, and ¡eft it to

Ferdinando of Aragón, who at the fame time

was wholly tafon up by the Wars, in gaining of

the



To the Reader.

the City and kingdom of Granada from the

Moors ; being fo impoverifhed thereby> that he

was compelled to borrow with fome difficulty a

few Crowns of a very mean man, to fet forth

Columbus upon fo glorious an Expedition,

And yet-, iftime were clofely followed at the heels

we are notfofar behind, but we might yet take

him by tkefore4op. To which purpofe our Qlan*

tations of the Barbadoes, St. Chriftophers,

Mevis, and the refl of the Caribe-Iflands have

not only advanced our journey the better part of

the way 5
but fo inured our people to the Clime

of the Indies, as they aré the more enabled there-

by to undertake any enterprife upon the firm

Land with greater facility. Neither is the dif-

ficulty fogreat asfome may imagine,
j for I dare

be hold to affirm it knowingly. That with the

fame pains and charge which they have been at in

planting one of thofe petty Ijlands, they might

have conquered fo many great Cities and large

Territories on the main Continent, as might very

well merit the Title ofa Kingdom, Our Neigh-

bours the Hollanders may be our example in

this cafe, who whilji we have been driving a pri-

vate Trade from <Port to Fort, of which we are

now likely to be deprived, have conqueredfo much

Land



To the Reader,

Land in the Eaft and Weft-Indies, that it may

hejaid of them, as of the Spaniards, That che

Sun never fets upon their Dominions. And

to meet with that Objection by the way. That

the Spaniards being entituled to thoie Coun-

tries, it were both unlawful and againft all

conscience todifpofleis him thereof. Í an-

fwer,that ( the (Popes Donation excepted) Iknow

no title he had but Force, which by thefame title,

and by a greaterforce, may be repelled. And to

bring in the title of Eirft Difcovery, to me it

feems as little reafon, that thefailing of a Spa-

mñi Ship upon the Coafiof India, [bould entide

the l^ing o/Spain to that Countrey, as the fail-

ing ofan Indian or Englifh Ship upon the Coaft

of Spain, p?Quld entitle either the Indians or

Englifh tinto the Dominion thereof. No que-

flion but the jujl ^ight or Tide to thofe Countries

appertains to the Natives themfelves ; who if they

fhall willingly and freely invite the Englifh to

their (protection, what Tule foeVer they have in

them* no doubt but they may legally transfer it

or communicate it to others. Aid tofay that the

inhumane 'Butchery which the Indians did for-

merly commit infacrificing of fio many reafonable

Creatures to their wicked Idols, was a fufficient

warrant



To the Reader

warrant for the Spaniards to dhefi them of their

Country ; Thefame argument may by much let-

ter reafon he enforced againfi the Spaniards

themfehes, who have facrifced fo many millions

ofIndians to the Idol of their barbarous cruelty
y

that many populous I/lands and large Territories

upon the main Continent, are thereby at this day

utterly uninhabited\ as Bartholomeo de las

Cafas the Spanifh fctjhop of
: Guaxaca in New

Spain, hath hy his Writings in (Print fuffiáenúy

teftified. *But to end all dtfpuies of this nature ;

fince that God hath given the earth to the foris of

Men to inhabit ; and that there are many yail

Countries in thofe parts
y

not yet inhabited either

by Spaniards or Indian, why fhould my Country-

men the Englifh be debarredfrom making uje of

that which God from all beginning, no queflion,

did ordain for the benefit of Mankind ?
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Chap. í.

NEW SURVEY
OF TflE

Weft-Indies,

Cha p. I.

How Rome doth yearly viftt the American and

Afian Kingdoms.

H E Policy, which for many years hath

upheld the erring Church of Rome, hath

clearly and manifeftly been difcovered by

the many Errors which in feveral times

by fundry Synods or General Councils,

(which commonly are but Apes of the

Popes fancy, will, pieafure, and ambition ) have been

enacSted into that Church. And for fuch purpofes doth

that man of Sin, and Antichriftian Tyrant, keep conftantly

in Rome fa many poor Penfionary Bilhops as hounds at his

Table fmelíing out his ambitious thoughts, with whom he

fills the Synods, when* he calis them, charging them never

to leave off baiking and wearing out the re it ofthe Pre-

lates, till they have them all as a prey unto his proud and

ambitious defigns ; from which if any of them dare to fiart,

not only their penfious- (hall be furely forfeited* but their

E fouls

•"



t A New Survey Chap. I*

fouls (hall be curfed, and they as Heretic!» Anathematized
with a Cenfure of Excommunication /¿ta/e«*e»í¿e. Hence
fprung that Walter-piece of Policy, decreeing that the Pope
atone Oiould be above the General Council, left otherwife
one Mans pride might be curbed by many heads joyned to-
gether i And fecondly, that Synodical definition, that the
Pope cannot Err, that though the Councils power, wifdom
and learning were all lifted into one roans brain, all points
of faith /trained into one head and channel ; yet the people
Ihould not nagger in any lawful doubts, nor the Learned fort
follow any more the light of Reafon, or the funifeine of the
Odpel, but all yielding to blind Obedience, and their moil
holy Fathers infallibility, in the foggy and Chimerianmift of
ignorance, might fecure their fouls from Erring, or devia-
ting to the Scylla or CaryhdU ofSchifm and Herede. What
judicious eye, that will not be blinded with the napkin of
ignorance,doth not eafily fee that Policy only hath been
the chief A&or of thofe damnable Opinions of Purgatory
Tranfubftantiation, Sacrifice though unbloody ( as they
term it) of the Mafs, Invocation of Saints, their Canoni-
zation oi.Iftftalling ofSaints into the Kingdom of Heaven
Indulgences, Auricular Confeffion, with fatisfa&ory Pe-
nance, and many fuch like: All which doubtlefs have been
commanded as points of Faith, not fo much to fave thefe
wretched fouls, as to advance that ctackt-brain'd head in the
conceits of his European vvonderers, who long ago were
efpiedout by the Spirit of John wondring after the Beaft
worfliippinghimforhis power, and faying, Who is like
untoths Beafi, who U able to make War with him ? Rev. 13 3 4.

s ftlus can Policy invent a Purgatory, that a Pope maybe
\^m {toa

[ f parts of Europe, nay from Eafi and WW!,
\Mdiat, to deliver fouls from that imaginary Fire whichOod never created, but he himfelf hath fancied, that fomuch glpry.may beafcribed to him, and his power wondered
at who can plunge into torments, condemn to burning,
and when he lift, deliver out of fire. Much more would
he » admired, and his goodnefs extolled, if he would
dehvevat once all thofe his Purjatory Prifoncre without
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the Simoniacal receipt of mony. But Policy can afford an

infinite price and value ofa Sacrifice ofthe Mafs
3
to delude

the ignorant people, that though they leave their whole

cftates to enrich Cloifters, and fat proud Prelates and
Abbots? yet this is nothing, and comes far fhort ( being

finite) to that infinite Sacrifice, which only can andmuii
deliver their fcorching, nay broiling fouls : And if this

infinite Sacrifice be not enough, ( which will not be enough.*

whereas Chrifts infinite fatisfaéHon was not enough in the

opinion of that erroneous Church) Policy will give yet

power to a Pope, fi dtvitt& affluant, if mony and rich

bribes abound, to grant fuch plenary Indulgences, which
may upon one Saints day, or at fuch a Saints Altar, work
that foul out, which lyeth lurking and frying in the deepeli

pit of Purgatory. Ü who is like unto the Bcaft ; But will

thofe that wonder at him, be alfo wondered at as workers

of Wonders and Miracles ? Policy will give power to a

Pope to Canonize fuch, andfet them at Guds right hand,
fit to be prayed unto, and called upon as Judges ofour
necefluks, and Auditors of our wants: But this honour
muft be given, atter that the whole College ofCardinals

have been clothed with new Purple Robes, and Loads of

mony brought to the Court of Rome s Witnefs thofe many
thoufand pounds, which the City oiBarcdona^ and the

whole Country of Catalonia fpent in the Canonizing of

Raimundos de Pennafort, a Dominican Fryer : Witnefs at

leaft ten Millions, which I have been credibly informed*

that the Jefuits fpent for the Canonization of their two
Twins, Ignatius Loiola^ and Francifcw Xavier^ whom they

call the Ea(t~india Apoftle. And it is not feven years ago
yet that it was my chance to Travel from Frankford in Ger-

many as far as Milam in company of one Fryer John Baptiji

a Francifcan^ who told me, That was the fourth time of
his going to Rome from Vakntid in the Kingdom of Aftagon
in Spain about the Canonization cf one John Capiftrano of
the fame Order *and that befides the great Alms which he
had begged over many Countries, ( and in that journey

went purpofely to hfamg to the Prince Leopoldo for his Alms

B % and
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and Letters of Commendation to the Pope and Cardinals}

he had fpent of the City of Valentía only five thoufand

Duckets, and yet was not his Saint enthroned, as he defired,

in Heaven * but ftill mony was wanting, and more de-

manded for the Dignifying with a Saints Title, him who
had lived a Mendicant and begging Fryer, Thus are thofe

blinded Nations brought by Policy to run to: Riwwe with

Rich Treafures, and thus do they ftrive who (hall have moil

Sainfs of their Country or Nation, though impoverilhing

themfelves, wbilft at Rome Ambition and Policyiay not,,

It is enough, fit mates for theHorfleech his two Daughters,

crying, Give¡ give, Vñv. 30. 35. Give, fay they, and the

rigid Penance juftly to be impofed upon thee for thy fins

mofthainous,iha]]be extenuated and made eafie for thee.

Give, fay they, and thou (halt bedifpenfed with to marry

thy neareft Kinfwoman or Kiqfman. It would be a long

ftory to infert here how the Popes Policy fucks out of

England our Gold and filver for the Authorizing of our

Paptiis private Chambers and Altars for the gaining of

Indulgence in them, and delivering of fouls out ofPurga-

tory, when Mafles are faid and heard at them. Thus hath

Romes Policy blinded and deceived many of the European

Kingdoms i and with the fame greedinefs gapes zXAfia and
America. Who would not admire to fee that at this day in

America only, the Popes Authority and ufurped power is

extended to as many Countries as all Europe contains,

wherein no Religion but meer blind Obedience and Subje-

dion to that Man of Sin is known/ And dayly may it

more and more encreafe, whereas the King of Spain glory-

eth to have received from the Pope power over thofe King^

dorns far greater than any other Princes of Europe have

enjoyed from him. But the pity is, that what power thefe

Princes have
5 they much acknowledge it from Rome,', having

given their own power and ftrength to the Bcaft Rev. 1 7. 1 j.

Suffering themfelves to be divciied of any Ecclefiafiical

power over the Clergy, and unabled to tender any Oath of

Supremacy and Allegiance to their own and natural Sub-

jects, only fo far as his Holinefs fliall give them power.

Which,
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Which, Policy lince the hrft Conqueft of the Weft-Indias*

and Ambition to advance the Popes name, hath granted

to the Kings of Spain, by a fpecial Title, naming thofe

Kingdoms, E/ Patrimonio Real, The Royal Patrimony i

upon this Condition, that the King of Spain muft main-

tain there the Preaching of the Gofpel
5
Fryers,Priefts and Je-

fuits to Preach it, with all the Erroneous Popiíh Doéhines i

which tend to the advancement of the Popes Glory, Power,

and Authority. So that what power he hath diverted him-

felf of, and invefted the Pope with » what power other Prin-

ces are diverted of, and the King of Spainin his Kingdoms

of Europe, from medling in EccleGaflical affairs, or with

Ecclefiaftical men j ArchBiihops, Biihops, Priefts, Jefuits,

Monks and Fryers h that fame power by way of Royal Patri-

mony is conferred upon him in the Indias only. And this

only Politickly to maintain their Popery > elfe never would

it have fo much increafed there h for poor Priefts and Mendi-

cant Fryers would never have had means enough to be at

the charges offending yearly Flocks and Sholes of Fryers

thither, neither to keep and maintain them there» neither

would theCovetoufnefs of the Popes themfelves have af-

forded out of their full and Rich Treafures, means fuffi-

cient for the maintaining offo many thoufand Preachers as

at this day are Preaching there, more Rome and Antichriits

name, than name of Chrift and the truth of the Gofpel.

And Policy having thus opened away to thofe American parts,

the charges being thus laid upon the Crown of Spain, and

the honour of a Royal Patrimony, with power over the

Clergy thus conferred upon the Kings of Spainy how doth

the Pope yearly charge theCatholkk King with Troops of

Jefuits and Fryers to be conveyed thither ? Now the Jefuits

( the beft Scholars of Romes Policy ) feeing th.is to be thus

felled between the Pope and the King of Spain, for the

increafing of their Order, and to fupprefs the increafe of

other Religious there, have thought firft cfa way of chal-

lenging all the Indias to themfelves, alledging that Francis

Xavieriw companion of Ignatius Loiola was the firft Preacher

that ever Preached in the Eaft-India'f, and fo by right that

B 3 they
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they being of his profeffion ought only to be fent thither-

But this their way being flopped by the oppoGtion of all

other Religious Orders, efpecially by the folicitation of one

Fryer Viego Coliiado, a Dominican, as hereafter I will (hew

more largely. Now, fecondly, their Policy is to lean more
to the Popes of Ro:m> than any other of thofe Orders, by a

fpecial Vow which they make above the three Vows ofother
Orders, Poverty, Chaftity,and Obedience to their Superiors >

fo wit, to be always ftady to go to Preach when or whither

foever (he Pope null fend them, and to advance his name,
defend his pow^r in what parts foever, maugre whatfoever
danger, or oppoiition. Thus though the remotentfs of
America may difcourage other Orders from going thither to

Preach, and their freo will which is left unto them to make
choice of fo long and tedious a journey may retard their

readinefs and the dangers of the Barbarians unwillingnefs

£ofubmittoa Popes power, and admit of a new Religion
as fuperflitious as their own , may affiight therh from
hazarding their lives among a Basbarous, Rude, and Idola-
trous people i yet if all or hers fail, she Pope, and the
Jefuits being thus agreed, and the King oí Spain bound
by the new Royal Patrimony^ Preachers have not, nor (hall

ever be wanting in thofe parts; And inftead of the old
JefuSts and Preachers grown in age, yearly are fent thither
Miflioqs ( as they call them ) either of Voluntiers, Fryers
Mendicants, Priefls or Monks, or elfe of forced Jefuits

:

All which ehtring once into the Lift and Bond ot Milliona-
ires, muft abide these, and be maintained by the King of
Spain ten years. And whofocver before the ten years ex-
pired, dial! defire to fee S/wia again, or runagate-like íhaíl

return, 'may he conftraincd ( if taken in Spain ) to return
again to the India's^ as it happened whilftl lived in thofe
parts, to one Fryer Peter de Balcazar a Dominican, who
privily flying back to Spain, was the year after (hipped, and
reiiored again to his forced fervice under the Pope of Rome.
And thus doth Policy open the ways to thofe remote and
fprain parts of America. Thus hath Policy wrought upon
the King of Sp4*h and Jefijitical Policy meeting with

AntH
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AntichriRs Policy and Ambition, doth Rome yearly vifit hci

new nurfed Children, greeting that Infantile Church ofAfta

and America with Troops ofMeflengers one after another,

like Jolts Meflengers, bringing under pretence ofSalvation,

Damnation and mifery to their poor and wretched fouls.

Chap. IL

Shewing that the Indians Wealth under a pretence of

their Converften hath corrupted the hearts of

poor begging Fryers, with Strife, Hatred and

Ambition*

IT is a moft true and certain faying, Odm Religienum funt

acerbiftma, hatred grounded in points and differences

of Religion ( let me add, ifAmbition btyw the fire to that

hatred) is the moft bftter and unespabíe ofreconciliation.

Nay,k is an obfervation worth noting of fomef fee Do&or

Day upon i Cor. 16. 9 )that the neare* any are unto a con-

jundion in matters ofReligion, and yet feme difference re-

tained, the deeper is the hatred ; as heobferves, a Jewjiates

a Chriftian far worfe than he doth a Pagan, or a Turki a

Papift hates a Proteftant worfe than he doth a Papift. No
fuch hatred under Heaven ( faith he ) as that between a For-

malift, and a Puritan, whereof our now Domeftick and

Civil Wars may be a fad and wofui experience. A truth

which tnade Faul burn out into a lamentable complaint,

1 Cor. i*. 9. faying, A great door and effeUual U opened unta

me, and there are many adversaries.

And as when the door of true Faith once is opened, then

Adverfaiies begin to (warm and rage, fo in all points of

falfe and feigned Religion, where the entrance to it is laid

open, hatred and enmity will a& their parts. But much

more if with fuch pretended Religion, Wbaltfi and Atabi-

B4 tion

wm
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tion asCou nterfeit Mates thruft hard to enter at the opened

door, what Strife, Hatred, and Envy do they kindle even in

the hearts of fuch who have Vowed Poverty and the Con-

tempt of Worldly Wealth vlmay add to what hath been ob-

feived above, that no Hatred is comparable to that which is

between a Jefuit and a Fryer,or any oiher ofRomes Religi-

ous Orders i And above all yet, between a ]efuif3 and a

Dominican. The Ambition and Pride of Jefuits, is inconti-

nent in a Kingdom or Common-wealth with any fuch as

maybe equal to them in Preaching, Counfel or Learning.

Therefore ftrive they fo much for the Education of Gende-

mens Children in their Colleges, that by Teaching the Sons,

the love of the Fathers and Mothers may be moreeafity

gained ": and their love and good will thus gained, they may
withal gain to themfeWes whatfocver praife, honour, glo-

ry may be fit to beftowed upon any other Eccleííaftical

Perfon. Which Policy and Ambition in them being fo

patent and known to all the World, hath ftirred up in all

other Religions a Hatred to them uncapable ever ofRecon-

ciliation. This hath made them all to conipire againft

them, and to difcover their unfatisfied Covetoufnefs in be-

guiling the rich Widows of what means haih been Jeft them

by their deceafed Husbands, to Ered and Build thofe irately

Colleges beyond the Seas, the fight whereof both outward

and inward doth djaw the ignorant People to refort more

to their Churches and Preaching than to any other. Thus
Whiles in Venice thty got the favour of one of the chief

Senators of that Common-wealth, they Politickly drew
him to make his Will according to their will and pleafure,

leaving to his Son and Heir no more than what they ihould

think fit to afford hirr?. But they appropriating to them-

felves the chiefeft part of the young Heirs Means, and with

fo proud a Legacy thinking to overpowar all other Orders
were by them oppofedfo, that the Will was called for by

the whole State and Senators of Venice, fully examined,,

and they commanded to retforeto the Heir the whole Eftate*

as enjoyed by his Father. Well did that wife Senate con-

reive, that as one Noble man had ken Cheated by them of

his
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his Fortunes, fo might they one by one, and fo at length the

Riches of Venice might become a Treafure only for Jefuits

to maintain the Pride and Pomp oftheir Glorious Fabricks-

And though thofe Vowed Servants to the Pope obtained his

Excommunication againft the whole Eftate of Venice upon

non- complying with the aforefaid Will and Teftament >

yet fifch was the Preaching of all other Friefts and Orders

againft them, that they caufed the State to flight the Ex-

communication, and in lieu of making them Heirs of the

deceafed Senator's Eftate, they íhamefully Baniíhed them out

of Venice. Thus alfo have the Prions and Fryers of Bifcaya
*

in Spain prevailed againft the admitting of Jefuits into

San-Sebaftian, though by the favour of fome they have m
feveral occafions obtained an hcuie and ereded a Bell to

Ring and fumroon in the people to their pretended Church

and College. Nay the very houfe whereing their Patron

Ignatius Lohla lived, have they often ferioufly offered, to

buy for a College \ yet fuch hath been the oppofition of the

Priefts and Fryers of that Country, that they have daíhed

to nought their often iterated endeavours to purchafe that

which they efteem their chiefeft Relick, But to come nearer

to our own Country, what a combuftion did this ftrife be-

tween Jefuits and other Priefts of England caufe among

our Papifts ten years ago, when the Pope fending into

England Do&or Smith pretented Biihop of Chalcedon to

be the Metropolitan head over all the Clergy and other;

Orders, how then was it to fee the pride of the Jefuits as?

incontinent with any one that might overfway them, or gain

more credit than themfelves ? who never left persecuting

the Biihop, till by the Popes Letters they had Baniíhed

him out of England. Which curtefie, the Secular Priefts

gaining yet a head over them with Title of Arch-deacon,

Dodor Cbampney, have ever lince fought to repay home,

by endeavouring always to cali them out of England, as per»

nicious to the State of this Kingdom, more then Fryers or

any other fort of Priefts *, Which they have fufficiently made

known by difcoveiing their Covetoufnefs in encroaching

upon many Houles and r arms, enriching themfelves, as

namely
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namely at Winifreds Well ( fo termed by them ) where they

had brought an Inn, andfpeedily fell to building there that

they might make it a College for Jefuits to entertain there

all Papifts comers and goers to that well, and fo might wtn
to themfelves the heartsofmoft of the Papifts of the Land,
who do yearly reiort thither to bewaihed and Healed upon
any light occafion either of Head-ach, Stomach-ach, Ague,
want of Children, where ihey blindly phanfie a fpeedy

Remedy for all Maladies, or wants of this World. Thus
have the Priefts difcovered further our Engliíh Jeiuits Cove-
toufnefs in building of Sope houfes at Lamhttb under the

name of Mr. George Gage their Purfe-bearer, and fince pro-
je&ing the Monopoly of Sope under Sir Richard PFeliony

Sir Bafil BrocJ^ and many others names, who were but Agents
and Traders with the Jefuits Rich and Mighty Stock. Thus
came out the difcovery of the Levelling of Hills and Moun-
tains, Cutting of Rocks at Leige in the Low Countries at the

College ofthe Engliíh Jefuits, a Work for Gardens and

Orchards for their Novices Recreation and Paftime, which

( as I have heard from their own mouths Jcoft them thirty

thoufand pound, which Gift they iqueezed out of one only

Gountefs of this Land» Like to this may prove their Col-

lege at Gaunt, for which they have obtained already a fair

beginning of eight thoufand pounds from the Old Countefs

of Shrewibury, and from the greateft part ofthe Eftase of

Mr. Sackefield) whom while they had him in their Colleges,

they cherifhed with their beft Dainties, and with hopes that

one day he (hould be a Canonized Saint óf their Religious

Order. All thefe Knaveries do even thofe Priefts of the

fame Popifh Religion difcover of them, and thereby en-

deavour to make them odious. And though of all the

Jefuits be the moft Covetous, yet may I not excufe the Se-

cular Priefts, Benedi&ine Monks, and the Fryers from this

Damnable Sin > who alfo ftrive for Wealth and Means for

their T)oYvay
y
Paris and LUhon Colleges, and lofe no oppor-

tunities at the death of their Popifh Favorites for the ob*

taininga Legacy of one or two hundred pounds, afluring

fhem their fouls (hall be the better for their MaíTes. Thus
do
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do thofe miferable wretches in the very heat of their Zeal

of fouls feek to fupprefs one another, and having Vowid
Poverty, yet make they the Converfion of England the only

objeta of their Ambition and uníatiable Covetoufnei?.

But above all is this Envy and Hatred found between Do-

minicans and Jefuits/or thefe owe unto íhem an old grudge,

for that when Ignatius Loiola lived, his Doíhne de trimtatz

( which he pretended was revealed to him from Heaven, for

he was certainly paft the Age offtudying at his Converfion )

was qutfiioned by the Dominicans, and he by a Church

Cenfure publickly and (hamefully whipped about their

Cloifters for his Erroneous Principles. This affrunt done to

their chief Patron hath ftirred up in them an unreconcikbie

hatred towards the Order of the Dominicans, and hat'a

made them even crack their brains to oppofe Thomas Aquinas

his Doétiine. How íhamefully do thofe two Orders en-

deavour the dcftruóHon of each other, branding one ano-

ther with Calumnies of Herefie, in the Opinions efpeciaiiy

de Comeptione Mart&^ de libero Arbitrio, de Auxilia ? And
of two, the Jefuit is more bold and obftinate in Malice

and Hatred. How did they fome twenty years ago, all

Spain over, about the Conception oiMary^ ftir up the people

againft the Dominicans, in fo much that they were in the

very ftreets termed Hereticks, fionescaft at them, the King
almoft perfwaded to Baniih them out of all his Dominions,

and they poor Fryers forced to (land upon their guard in

their Cloifters in many Cities, efpecially in Sevil^ Ofuna>

Antiquera and Cordova, to defend themfelvcs from the

rude and furjtfus multitude. Much like this was that

publick Conference and Difputation between Valentía the

Jefuit and Mafter hemos the Dominican, before the Pope,

concerning their altercation de Auxilm \ When the cunning

Jefuit hoping to Brand with Herefie the whole Order of

Dominicans, had caufed Juguftines Works to be ftlfly

Printed at Lions^ whith fujeh words which might diredly

oppofe the Thomift* Opinion; and had prevailed, had not

Lemos begged ofthe Pope that the Original Books of Auftin

plight be brought cut of his Vatican library, where was

found
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found the quite contrary words, to what the falfe Jefuit

had caufed to be Printed ', he was forced to confefs his

Knavery, was hardily reprehended, and with the apprehen-

fion of that great affront, the next night gave up his ghoft to

his father, the father of lies and falihood.

Another reafon of this mortal enmity between thefe two

Orders, is for that the Jefuits furpafs all others in Ambition

of honour, credit and eftimation, whence it is they can-

not indure to behold the Dominicans exceed them in any

preferment. Now it is that by the Laws of Anagon and

the Kingdom oí Valencia, the Kings of Spain are tyed to

have a Dominican Fryer for their confeffor or Ghoftly Fa-

ther i which could but the Jefuits obtain, how would

they then Rule and govern Spain and the Kings heart > But

though they could never yet prevail to alter this Eftabliihed

Law,. yet have they prevailed now lately fo that Antonio de

Smmayor the King of Spains Confeffor fliould lie at reft in

the Court of Madrid, with a Penlion and dry Title only i

and that Florentia that grand Statiil ihould be Confeffor to

the Count of Olivares, the Royal Iffue, the Queen, and

fhould hear the Kings Confeffions oftner than his Chofen

andElefited Confeffor Soiomayor. Secondly, the Domini-

cans as firft Authors ofthe Inquifition ( which they prove

irom their Martyr Peter of Verona ) fiill enjoy the higheft

Places of that Court, which isa woful fight to the jefuits

to fee their Religion-affairs handled, their Church kept

pure from what they call Herelie by any but themfelves. O
had they ( as they have often ftrove for it ) in their hands

the judicature of that Tribunal, how (hould all Dominicans,

nay all forts of Prifts but their own, prefently by them be

Branded with Herefie ? Thirdly, in Rome there is another

preferment fucceflively due to Dominicans from the time of

V&minicm de Guzman Founder of that Religion, to wit,

fo be Magifttr Sam Falatii, the Popes Palace Mafter, infti-

tued to this purprfe, that about him there maybe fome

Learned Divine ( for commonly the Popes are more Statifts,

and Canonists, than Divines) to read a dayly Lc&ureof

Divinity to fuch as will be inftru&ed therein, and to refojve

the
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the Pope himfelfof whatfoever difficult Points in Divinity

may be queftioned. This is the Dominicans due with a

Pcnfion to maintain a Coach and Servants within the Palace

of St. Feter. Which the Jefuits have often by favour and

cunning Jefuitical tricks endeavoured to bereave the Domi-

nicans of i but proving labour in vain, they continue ftill m
their unplacable enmity and hatred againft there. And

thus you fee the fountains of their ftrife i which as here in

Europe hath been well feen, fo hath this contentious ike over-

powered the fire cf their Zeal of fouls in the Eaft and ft»
Indias ; and the Wealth and Riches of thofe Countries,

the Ambition oí honour in their Gofpel Fun&ion hath more

powerfully drawn them thither, than ( what they pretend)

the Convcrfion ofa Barbarous and Idolatrous Nation. Thi3

was well pubüíhed to the view of the whole World by a

inoft infamous Libel which in the year 1626. Fryer Viegode

Céiado a Miffionaiy Fryer in Philippine and Japan fee out of

the unheard of paffages and proceedings of the Jefuits ¡0

thofe Eaftern parts. At that time the Jefuits pretended

that Miffion to themfelves only, and Petitioned the King

of Spain, that only they might go thither to Preach, having

been the firft Plantation of Frsnafus Xavier, and fince

continued fücceflively by their Priéfts. To this purpofe they

remember the King of the great charges he was at in fend-

ing fo many Fryers, and maintaining them there s all which

(hould be faved, might they only have the ingrefs into that

Kingdom. All which charges they offered themfelves to

bear, and further to bring up the Indians in the true Faith,

to infirud them and Civilize them, to teach them all Li-

beral Sciences, and toperfed them in Mufick and all My-
fical Inftruments, and in Fencing, Dancing, Vaulting,

Painting, and whatfoever elfe might make them a Com-
pleat and Civil people. But againft all úns was objected by

Diego CaUiado, that not Zeal only and Charity moved them

to this offer, but their Ambition and Covetoufnefs, which

would foon be feen in their encroaching upon the filly and

iimple Indians Wealth *, bringing in fiances ofmany thoufand

pounds which they had fqueei'd from the poor Barbarians

I

m
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in the Iflands of Vhil>ppmas h And that their cntring into
Japan was more to enrich themfelves, than to Convert the
Japonians to Chríftianifm * that whenfoever they entred into
the Kingdom they conveyed from Mamila whole (hips laden
with the richeit Commodities of thofe Iflands* that their
Trading was beyond all other Merchants Trading, their
Bench for exchange mony far more accuftomed than any
other, whether for China, for Japan, for Peru and Mexico,
and that the Viceroy himfelf made ufe ofnone other, but
theirs. That to keep out all other Orders out ofJapan,
rhey had ingratiated themfelves fo far, under pretence of
Trading, into the Emperors favour by gifts of Watches,
Clocks, Dials, Locks, and Cabinets, and fuch like pre-
fents of mofl curious and Artificial Workmanfhip, that
they had got free accefs to his Court, and Counfelled
him to beware of Fryers, which cunningly crept into his
Kingdom to Preach a New Law, perfwáding him by
rigorous fearcfr and inquiries to root them out ; thus
Poiitickly for their own ends hindering the increafe of
Chriftianifm by any means or ipíhruments fave themíelves f

and 61inding the Emperors e^es with their cunning in-
fintiations, that he might not fee in them, what they
defired he might difcover in others, that they might ap-
pear in Sheep-skins, and others clothed with Wolves
skins j and fo the Fryers might have little heart to Trade,
but enough to do to fave themfelves from the ftormy per-
fecution, whilft they freely might enjoy the liberty of
rich Trading, This Brand upon thefe cunning Foxes
was commanded to be Printed, thanks given to Dtego
Colliado for difcove-ring to the Eiiate their crafty pro-
ceedings, with not a few Tenets maintained by them
in Japan even againft their own Soveraign \ a fat

Bifhoprick was offered to the Fryer, which he refu-
fing, Gommiffion was given unto him for the railing of
forty Fryers out of Spain, and the conducing of them
to the lilands of fbilippmaf, and that it fhould be free
for all Piriei\s and Fryers, as well as Jefuits, topafsto
thofc parts for die Pleaching oFGhrift» and the extending

of
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of Ghriftianifm among the Heathens and Barbarians. O
that this my difcovery made to England oí thofe diffcmbling

and falfe Priefts, would make us wife to know and difcover

under the aihes of their pretended Religion, the fire of

firife and contention which they kindle in Kingdoms, and

to rake up that Govetoufncfs which we may eafily find

in them i tending to the ruin ofmany fair Eftates, and

to the Temporal and Spiritual danger of this our Houriihing

Kingdom!

Chap. III.

Shewing the manner of the Miffiom of Fryers and,

Jefnits to the India's.

A LLthe Kingdoms of America, that have been Gon-
Jl\ quered by the Kings of Spain, are divided as into
feveral Temporal governments, fo into icveral fpiritual ju-
rifdi&ions, under the name of Provinces, belonging unto
feveral Religious Orden, and their Provincials. Thefe
though io fardiftant from Europe, yet live with a depen-
dency and fubordination unto the Court of Rome, and are
bound to fend thither^ Arid account and relation of what
moft remarkable paflagés and iucce lies happen there, as alfo
what want of Preachers there is in every feveral Province.
Which is to be performed in this mantrer. Every Religious
Order ( except the Jefuits and Dominicans, Whofe General
continucth till death, unlefsa Cardinals Cap be beftowed
upon him) maketh ele<3ion of one ofthefam^Orderta
be the head Ruler, or ( as they call him ) Qeneral over all
thofe of the fame profeffion every fixth yeair. The fubje&s
unto this General which are difperfed in Italy, Germany*
Flanders, France, Spain, Eaft and Weft-India's, are divided
into fundry Provinces, as in Spain there is one Province of
Andaluzia, another of Caftilia nueva, new Cajlile, another
eiCa(iilia vim, old G$ik3 anocher of Valeria, another of

Ayragon?
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Anagon, of Murcia^ of Catalonia h So likewife in America
there is the Province of Mexico, oí Mechoácan, of Guaxaca*
cf Chiapa and Guatemala, of Camayagua, Nicaragua and
the like. Every Province ofthefehath a head named the

Provincial, ehofen by the chief of the Province every three

years, which Eie&ion is called a Provincial Chapter, and
the former a General Chapter, which alio is allotted tobe
in fonie chief City, commonly in Italy, France,ot Spain.

When the Provincial Chapter is kept, then by the confent of
all that meet in it is there one named by name of Procurator
úx Diffinitor, who is to go in the name of the whole Pro-
vince to the next EleóHon of the General, and there to de-
mand füch things as his Province ihall think fit, and to give
an account of the Gate of the Province from whence he is

lent. Thus from the iVefiJndias ate fent Procurators, who
commonly are thebeft Prices the Holland Ships meet with,

for that they carry with them great Wealth, and Gifts to

theGenerak» to the Popes and Cardinals and Nobles in

Spam, as Bribes to facilitate whatfover juft or unjuft, right

or wrong they are to demand. Among other bufineffes

their charge is this, to make kraown the great want of Labo-
rers in the abundant and plentiful harveft of the India's

( though not all Provinces demand Preachers from Spain,

as I will (hew hereafter ) and to defire a number of thirty or

forty young Priefis, whomay befit for any Indian Language
and to fucceed the old ftanders.

The Order of the Province being read to the General,

or his General Chapter, then are Letters Patents granted

tinto this Procurator from the General, naming him his

Vicar General for fuch a Province, and declaring his fuffi-

ciency and worthy parts, ( though none at all in him, as I

have been witnefs of fome) the great pains he hath taken

in the new planted Indian Church, and how fit he hath been
judged to convey to thofe parís, a Million of fuch as (hall

Voluntarily offer themfelves for the Propagation of
Chrifiianity amongfl the Barbarians. Then the Tauny
Indian Fryer being well fet out with high Commendations
and fairly Painted with flattering Elogies, prefents thefe

his
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n * tents ( and with them peradvcnture a little Wedge o

a Box of Pearl», fome Rubies or Diamonds, a Cheft

nine!, or Sugar, with fome Boxes ofcurious Chocolet,

ie Feather Works of Mecboaca% fome ímall fiuits oí

at pains and labour ) to the Pope h who for his firñ re-

aves him his Toe and Pantofletokifs, feconding this

r with a joyful countenance to behold an Apoftle,-

a him worthy ofthe beft ofthe Indian Wealth, and his

:adventure fit for the Title ofa Saint j this complacency

gift and the giver, breeds immediately a motus pr&prius

Holinefs to grant a Bull with a decree ofthe Popes Com-

•y,whereing this poor Mendicant Frier is inabled to run

all the Cloifters of his Profeffion in Spain, to gather up

lirty or forty young Preachers. Who for their better

Tagement are at their firft lifting by the Popes Authorit /

red ä culpa & a pxna^ from all fin, and from their

tory and Hell due unto it, by a plenary Indulgence,

'hofoever (hall oppofe,or any way difcourage this Popes

aiiTary,or thofe that are or would be lifted by him, are

,äfl Excommunicated with an Änatbem referved only to

^ommiffary or his Holinefs himfeif. O what is it to fee,

í fuch a Commiffary's coming is known 5how the young

, that as in Cages are (hut up within the walls of a

sr, leap and cherifh themfeives with hopes of Liberty ?

is it to fee difordered Friers, who for their mifde-

ours, and leaping over their Cloifter-walls in the night

out their wanton Harlots,have been, Imprifoned now
: at the coming oía Popes Commiflary, and plenary

ence, freeing them from fins paft, and fitting them

: Converfion of fouls, though their own be not averted

\eir Harlot, nor as yet truly and unfainedly Converted

ove ofGod ? True it is, 1 have known fome that have

i their names in the Lift oí Indian Miflionarief> men of

ife and Converfation,moved only with a blind Zeal

eafing the Popiih Religion : yet I dare fay and confi-

Print this truth without wronging the Church ofRoms

"thirty or forty which in fuch occafions are commonly

>rted to the Indians úíc three parts of them are Fliers

C oí
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Atragoñ, of Murcia^ of Catalonia % So likewife in An
there is the Province of Mexico, of Mechodcan, of Gut

of Chiapa and Guatemala, of Camayagua, Nicaragua

the like. Every Province ofthefehath a head name
Provincial, chofen by the chief of the Province every

years, which Eie&ion is called a Provincial Chapter,

the former a General Chapter, which alio is allotted

in fome chief City, commonly in Italy, France,ot

When the Provincial Chapter is kept, then by the coni<

all that meet in it is there one named by name of Procu I

út Diffinitor, who is to go in the name of the whole
vince to the next EleóHon of the General, and there to

mand fuch things as his Province (hall think fit, and to

an account of the üate of the Province from whence I

ient. Thus from the We^lndias are fent Procurators

commonly are thebeft Prizes the Holland Ships meet
for that they carry with them great Wealth, and G
theGenerals, to the Popes and Cardinals and Nor
Spam, as Bribes to facilitate whatfover juft or unjuft,

or wrong they are to demand. Among other bulk

their charge is this, to make known the great want of L
rers in the abundant and plentiful harveft of the In

(though not all Provinces demand Preachers from ¿

will fhew hereafter ) and to defire a number of thiras

Ibrty young Prieiis, who may befit for any Indian Lang

and to iucceed the old flandcrs.

The Order of the Province being read to the Ge
or his General Chapter, then are Letters Patents gr

unto this Procurator from the General, naming hit

Vicar General for fuch a Province, and declaring his

ciency and worthy parts, ( though none atallinhir

have been witnefs of fome) the great pains he hath

in the new planted Indian Church, and how fit he hatl

judged to convey to thofe parís, a Million of fuch a

Voluntarily offer themfelves for the Propagan
Chrifiianity amongft the Barbarians. Then the 1
Indian Fryer being well fet out with high Commend.'
and fairly Painted with flattering Elogies, prefents
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his Patents ( and with them peradventure a little Wedge o

Gold, a Box of Pearl», fome Rubies or Diamonds, a Cheft

ofCochinel, or Sugar, with fome Boxes ofcurious Chocolet,

or fome Feather Works of Mecboacafy fome fmall fiuits oí

his great pains and labour ) to the Pope h who for his firft re-

ward gives him his Toe and Pantofletokifs, fcconding this

honour with a joyful countenance to behold an Apoftle,

judging him worthy ofthe beft ofthe Indian Wealth, and his

foul peradventure fit for the Title ofa Saint * this complacency

in the gift and the giver, breeds immediately a motus pr&prius

in his Holinefs ito grant a Bull with a decree ofthe Popes Com-

miliary,whereing this poor Mendicant Frier is inabled to run

over all the Cloifters ot his Profeffion in Spain, to gather up

his thirty or forty young Preachers. Who for their better

encouragement are at their firft lifting by the Popes Authorit /

abfolved ä culpa & a pxna
y
from all fin, and from their

Purgatory and Hell due unto it, by a plenary Indulgence.

And whofoever fliall oppofe,or any way difcourage this Popes

Gommiffary,or thofe that are or would be lifted by him, arc

ipfofaSo Excommunicated with an Anatfaem referved only to

this Commiflary or bis Holinefs himfelf. O what is it to fee,

when fuch a Commiffary's coming is known,how the young

Birds, that as in Cages are (hut up within the walls of a

Cloifter, leap and cherifh themfeives with hopes of Liberty ?

What is it to fee disordered Friers, who for their mifde-

meanours, and leaping over their Cloifter-walls in the night

to find out their wanton Harlots,have been, Imprifoned now
rejoyce at the coming of a Popes Commiflary, and plenary

Indulgence, freeing them from fins paft, and fitting them

for the Converfion of fouls, though their own be not averted

from their Harlot, nor as yet truly and unfainediy Converted

to the love ofGod ? True it is, 1 have known fome that have

written their names in the Lift oí Indian Mijjignaries, men of

Sober Life and Converfation,moved only with a blind Zeal

of encreafing the Popifti Religion : yet I dare fay and confi-
;

dently Print this truth without wronging the Church ofRom&

that of thirty or forty which in fuch occafions are commonly

tranfported to the Indian'the three parts of them are Fliers

C of
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of leud lives, weary of their retired Cloifter lives, who have
been punifhed often by their Superiours for their wilful back-

fliding from that obedience which they formerly Vowed > or

for the breach oftheir Poverty in clofcly retaining more by
them to Card andDice

5
of which fort I could here namely

infert a long and tedious Catalogue h or laftly fuch, who have
been Imprisoned for violating their Vow of Ghaftity with
kud and lafdvious women, either by fecret flight from their

Cloiíler,orby publick Apoñatizing from their Order, and
clothing thcmielves in Lay- mens Apparel, to run about the
fafer with their wicked Concubines, Of which fort it

was my change to be acquainted with one Fryer John
Navarro a Francifcan in the City of Guatemala^ who
after he had in Secular Apparel enjoyed the lead com-
piny of one Amaryllis a famous woman Player in Spain
for the fpace of a year, fearing, at lafi he might be -dis-

covered, lifted himfelfin a Million to Guatemala, the year
i dj 2. there hoping to enjoy with more liberty and lefs fear

of puniihment any Luftfu! or Carnal Objeóh Liberty, in a

word, under the Cloak of Piety and Converfion of fouls,

it is $ that draws fo many Friers ( and commonly the younger
fort ) to thofe remoet American parts h where after they have
learned fome Indian Language, they are Licenced with a
Parifh Charge to live -alone out of the fight of a watching
Prior or Superiour, out of the bounds and compafs ofCloifter
walls, and authorized to keep houfe by themfelves, and to

finger as many Spaniíh Patacones, as their wits device ihall

teach them to fqueeze out of the newly Converted Indians
Wealth. This liberty they could never enjoy in Spain, and
this liberty is the Midwife of fo many foul falls of wicked
Friers in chofe parts. For the prefent I (hall return again to
my Frier John Navarro, who at his coming to Guatemala,
being made for wit and learning, Mailer and Reader of
Divinity, and much efteemed oí for his acute Preaching,
among many others got the eftimation- and love of a chief
Gentlewoman, ( §ho femel eft imbuía rectus, fervabit odmm
ttfta dm) whocontnuedin Navarro his heart the former fcent
of the unchaft love of Amtrylk^ (biar that thtJrkr being

blinded
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blinded and wounded with Cupids Arrow (ticking in his

heart, tan headlong to quench his luftful thirft upon St. James
his day, 1^35. for better memory of Trágica! event ( being

the Spaniards common Advocate, and fpecul Patron of that

City, named St. Jago de Guatemala ) where cwd Mars op-

preffing Venus in her wanton Ads, the injured Husband

Ading Mars, and finding Navarro, Cuftds Page, faluting his

Venus upon her bed, drew his fword, cutting the Frier firft

in the head and face* who ftrugling with death, and pur-

chafing his life with a fwift and nimble flight to a Garden,

where his own Brother ** a Frier of the fame Order, and

Pander to that foul ad, entertained the Motherlefs Chil-

dren s for the Husband having miffed his fatal blow

( willingly asfome imagined, or unwillingly a5 others judge

J

in the Friers heart, wilfully laid it in the throat ofhis

unchaft Wife, fcarce leaving way for breath to make a

fpeedy Confeffion of her fin to Navarro's Brother > who
tendring her foul, as much as his Brother had tendred

her body, abiolved her from her fin, finding figns, though
no uttering fpeech of Repentance, while the murderer fled,

and the murthered lay in the door of her houfe for a fad ob-

jed to all, that immediately flocked thither to fee that bloody

Tragedy. The Wife being the fame day buried, the Husband
being retired to a clofe Sanduary, Navarro was carried to his

Convent to be Cured * and after his Cure, was baniibed that

Country \ whom two years after it was my chance to meet in

Cartbagena returning to Spain with his fcarr'd face,bearing the

mark of his lafcivious life, and that liberty which he had
enjoyed in America. Such are the fruits of the Zeal of thofe
wretches, who upbraid our Church and Miniftcrs for want
of Zeal to labour in theConverfion of Infidels. Who when
they arrive to thofe parts, are entertained with ringing of
Belis^ with founding of Trumpets molí part of the way as

they Travel, and as Apoftles are received by the Indians^

though foon like Judas they fall from their calling, and foe

PleafureandCovetoufneft fell away Chriit from their loxx\$ <

England muy here learn to beware of fuch Converters, who
are daily by fíame of Miffionaries fent hither by the Pope to

G % Preach
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Preach among us Popesy, but like Navarro come to feed and

cheriih their wanton lafts.as I could give many iniiances,

might I not be cenfured for long digreffions in mingling

Englijh Hiftories with my American Travels.

Chap. IV".

Shewing to what Provinces of the Eaft and Weft-

India's lelonging to the Crown ¿?/Caftilia are fent

Mifiom of Friers and Jejuits. And ejpecicälly of

the Mijfion fent in the year 1625.

IN all the Dominions of the King of Spain in America,

there are two Ions oíSpaniards mott oppofiteone to ano-

ther, than in Europetht Spaniard is oppoñte to the French,or to

the Hollander, or to the Portugal > to wit,they that are born in

any parts oíSpain and go thither,and they that are born there

oiSpanijh Parenis,whom the Spaniards todiftinguifh them

from themfelves.term Cr/o&V.iignifying the Natives of that

Country. This hatred is fo great, that I dare fay, nothing

might be more advantages than this, to any other Nation

that would Conquer America. And nothing more eafily

gained than the wills and aife&ions of the Natives of the

Country, to join with any other Nation to free and refcue

themfelves from that fubj e&ion, or kind of flavery, which

thty fuffer under the hatd ufage of the Spaniards, and their

partial Government and Juftice toward them,and thofethat

come from Spain. This is fo grievous to the poor Criollos or

Natives, that my felfhave ofren heard them fay, they would

rather be fubje<ä to any othsr Prince, nay to the Hollanders,

than to the Spaniards, if they thought they might enjoy

their Religion'i and others wifhing the Hollanders, when

they took Truxifto in Honduras, hadftaid in it and enjtred

further into the Land, they (hould have been welcome to

them s and that the Religion they enjoyed with fo much

flayery, was nothing fweet unto them, This mortal hatred

^ '

ä
betwixt
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betwixt thefe two forts of Spaniards , made the Criolio s fo

ready to joyn againft the Marquefs of Gelves Viceroy oí

Mexico,, in the Tumult and Mutiny of that City, wherein

they cleaving to Don Alonfode Zerna,ú\z Arch~Biíhop, caufed

the Viceroy to efcapa for his life by flight, and would then

have utterly rooted out the Spanijh Government, had not

fome Priefts diffwaded them from it v but of this I (hall

fpeak more largely hereafter. The caufe of this deadly

hatred hath proceeded from a jealoüíie which the Spaniards

have ever had ofiheCnWi^that they would fain withdraw

themfelves firft from the Commerce with S^and fecondly,

from the Government which is laid upon them \ which is

fuch,that the Crioltís mull be always underhand a fubje<ä,al-

ways governed, but fcarce any a Governour. Never yet was

there ieen any Criolio made Viceroy of Mexicofit Peru hot Pre-

lid en t of Guatemala^ Santafe^ox St. Domingo h or Governour

of Yucacan,Cartagena,Havana hot Alcalde, Mayor Cas they

cali them ) of Soconufco^ Chiapa, San Salvador, and fuch like

places ofcredit. So likewife in the Courts of Chancery, as

St. Domingo, Mexico, Guatemala, Lima) and the reft h where

commonly there are Six,ca!!ed Oydores and one Fifial, fcarce

one ofthem tobe found zCrioliofit Native of the Country ,

though there be among them thofe that defcendedof the

thief Conquerors h as in Lima and Peru the Pizarror, in Mex-

ico and Guaxaca the houfeofthe Marquéis Dell Valle.Ferdiñan-

do Cortes his Succeffors
5
others of the houfe of Gi*wf,others of

the houfe of Aluarado, others of the Gufmanes, finally many

of the chiefeft houfes ofSpain h yet none of thefe ever pre-

ferred to any dignity. And not oniy thus are they-bept

from Offices.but daily affronted by the Spaniards as uncapa-

ble of any Government,and termed húílndians by them.

Which general contempt hath alfo fpread it felf in the

Church,where no Criolio Prieft is fcarce ever preferred to be a

Biihop, or Canon in a Cathedral Church, but all fuch as

come from Spain, So likewife in the Religious Ordeis they

have many years endeavoured to keep under and fupprefs fuch

asha ve been admitted to their Orders of the Natives of the

Country, left the number of them fhould prevail againft

C 3
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rhofe that are brought from Spain* they have been very nice

»n choofing ofthem*, arid though they have been forced to

admit ofíbrnc; yet Rill the Provincials, the Priors, and all

Superiors have been Spaniards born in Spain. Till now lately

fome Provinces have got the upper hand and prevailed againft

the Spaniards* and have fo filled their Cloifters with Criolio's

or Natives5
th atthey have utterly reiufed to admit the fupplies

of Sfamffa Miffions which formerly were fent unto them, and

fill this day art fent to others. In the Province of Mexico

there are Dominicans Francifcans, Auguftincs, Carmelites,

Mercenarians, and jefuits, whereof the Jefuits and Car-

melites only to this day prevail againft Cw/ó^bringing every

two or three yeais Miffions from Spain. The laft MiiTion that

was fent to the Mercenarians was the year 162 5 and thenwas

the oppofition fuch between that Miffion and the Cr*W*Vx,that

in the Ekdiori of the next Provincial in their Gloifter of

Mexico, the Friers drew knives one againfi another, and

were like to kill each other, had not the Viceroy gone to their

Cloifter to make Peace, and Imprifon fome of them. Yet

at laft by the multitude ofvoices the Native party prevailed,

and till this day have exempted thernfelves from Spanifh Mif-

fions, alledging ( as orhers have done ) that they have Friers

enough in their CIoiflcrs,and need none to Be fent them from

Spain í fubmitting themielves to the Pope, and prefmting to

hira as ftately gifts as ever Spaniards did before them. In

the Province of Guaxaca none admit of Miffionaries from

Spain i true it is, the Dominicans are but newly fubdued by

the Criolian party ; and as yet are ftrongly pleading at Kerne

for Spanifh Friers, alledging that the glory and luftre of their

Religion hath been much blurr'd fiuce the non- admittance of

fupplies of their Zealous Compatriots. The Province of

Guatemala^ which is of a large extent ) containing Guate-

mala^ Cbiapa, the Zoques, part of Tabajco, the Zeldales*

the Saca-pulas, the Vera Paz, all the Coaft lying to the South

Sea, Sucbutepeques and tSoconufco^- Qmayagua, Honduras*

St. $alvador
y
Nicaragua., hath in it thefe Orders chiefly,

Dominicans, Francifcans, Auguftincs, ( who are fu6je& to

Mexico being one poor Cloiiier in Guatemala, ) Jefuits alio in

Gmt^

-~
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Guatemala íubjeét to the Government of Mexico and Merce-

narians, whereof the three Orders of Dominicans, Fran-

cifcans, and Mercenarians, are the only Preachers and Paridi-

Priefts throughout all the forenarned Provinces. And thefe

three Orders have fiill kept under thtCriolian party,, never

as yet fuffering any of them tobe Provincial, bringing every

two or three years,fome one year and fome another, Miffions

of Friers from Spain to maintain and keep up their fa¿Hon

againfr the Crioliansi The Provinces of Fern being more

diftant from Spain, and haid to come to by Sea
3
have no

Miffions fent unto them. There are of the moft Romiib

Religious Orders, yet the chief are Dominicans? and they all

live above their Vow of Poverty, abounding in Wealth,

Riot, Liberty and Pleafures. In the Kingdom of Nuevo

reino de Granada, and Cartagena, Santa fee, BarinOf,

Popayan, and the Government of St. Martha, are Domini-

cans, Jefuits, Francifcans, Carmelites, Auguftines and

Mercenarians > whereofthe Dominicans, Jefuits and Fran*

cifcans, till this day admit of Miffions from Spain, The
Ifland of Cuba, Jamaica, la Margarita, Puerto rico, all are

fubjecä tq^he head Provincial ofSanto Domingo', being Domi-

nicans, Jefüíté, and Francifcans, and have all now and then

Miffions from Spain. Tucatan hath in it only Francifcans,

who live moft richly and plentifully, and ftrongly uphold the

Spanifh fa&ion with European Miffions ; Mechoacan belongeth

to the Mexican Friers, and is in the fame condition as was faid

before of Mexico. Thus have I briefly run over al! America

that belongs to the Crown ofCaftiliaifotthaEali'India's they

belong to the Crown of Portugal and Brafil, as firft difcovered

and poiTeffed by the PortugaU,md now doubtlefs are fubjeft

to King John, the riew King of Portugal, Yet the ¡Hands of

Philippinas are fubjeéfc to the K ing oíSpain, and there are Do-
miriicans,Francifcans,Auguftines and Jefuics,all which Jie (till

in wait in Manila the Metropolitan City, for ibme fure fliip^

ping to Japan, to Convert that Kingdom. And though shey

admit of few Criollos among them, efpecially fome of their

Converts of China and Japan \ yet their chief number andl

ftrcngth is of Spmifh Miffionaries,who are more frequently

C4 ',
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conveyed thither than to the parts aformentioned ofAmerica,

Firft they are fent in the Ships that are bound for Nueva

Jifpana and Mexico > and after they have refted two or three

months in Mexico, they are fent to Acapulco, lying on the

Mar del Zm, there they are Shipped in two great Caracks

which yearly go and come richly laden with China, Japan,

and all Eaft-India ware from Manila to Acapulco to enrich

Mexico with far greater riches than any are fent by the North

Sea from Spam. The Voyage from Acapulco thither, is

longer than from Spain to Mexico, and ealie and pleafant,

though the return is far longer and mofi dangerous. The year

ofour Lord 1625* there were four Miffions fent 5 the one of

Francifcans¡to Tucatan, the other ofMercenarians to Mexico,

the other two ofDominicans and Jefuits to Philippinas. At
which time it was my fortune to refide among the Domini-

cans in Xerez in Andalusia. The Popes Commiflary for that

Miffion was Frier Mattheo de la Villa.who having a Commit
ñon for thirty,and having gathered fome 24 ofthem about

Caftilia and Madrid,icnt them by degrees well fiored with

mony to Cales, to take up a convenient Lodging for himfelf

and the reft oí his crew till the time of the fettingjforth of the

Indian Fleet, This Commiifary named one Frier Antonio

Calvo tobt his fubftitute, and to vifk theGloifters of An-
daluzialywgin his way \ namely Cordova, Sevil, St. Lucar,

and Xerez, to try ifout of them he could makeup hiscona-

pleat number of thirty, which was after fully compleated.

About the end of May came this worthy Calvo to Xerez, and
ín his Company one Antonio Melendez of the College of

St. Gregory in Valladolid, with whom I had formerly near

acquaintance. This Melendez greatly rejoyced when he had

found me h and being well ftocked with Indian Patacones,

the firft night of his coming invited me to his chamber to a

ftately Supper. The good Xerez Sack which was not fpared

,

fet my friend in fuch a heat of Zeal ofConverting Japonians,
that all his talk was of thofe parts never yet feen, and át leaii

fix thonfand Leagues diñan t. Bacchus metamorphofed him
from a Divine into an Orator, and made a Cicero in parts

of Rhetorical Eloquence . Nothing was omitted th^t might

exhort
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exhort me to joyn with him in that Function, which he

thought was Apoftolical. Neme Fropheta in patnafm, was

a great argument with him > fometimes he propounded Mar-

tyrdom for the Gofpel fake, and the glory after it, to have his

life and death Printed, and ofpoor Frier Antony a Clothiers

Son of Segovia to be ftiled St. Antony by the Pope, and made

Collateral with the Apottles in Heaven i thus did Bacchus

make him Ambitious of Honor upon the Earth, and prefer-

ment in Heaven. But when he thought his Rhetonck had

not prevailed, then would heAd a Midas and Crar/k,fancy-

inz the India's Pavtd with Tiles of Go!d and Silver, the

Stones to be Pearls, Rubies, and Diamonds, the Trees to be_

hung with clufters of Nutmegs bigger than the clutters ot

Grapes of Canaan, the Fields tobe Planted with Sugar-canes,

which fhould fo fweeten the Chocolet, that it fhould far ex-

ceed the Milk and Hony of the Land of Protnife -, the Silks

of China he conceited fo common , that the Sails of the Ships

were nothing elfe •, finally he dreamed of Midas's happmefs,

that whatfoever he touched (hould be turned to Gold :
Thus

did Jmz, Nt&ar make my friend and mortified Frier, a Co-

vetous Worldling. And yet from a Rich Covetous Merchant

did it ihape him to a Courtier in pleafures \ fancying the

FbiliPPinas to be the Eden, where was all joy without tears,

mirth without fadnefs, laughing without forrow, comfort

without grief, plenty without want, no not of Eves for

Admits, excepted only that in it {hould be no forbidden

fruit, but ail lawful for the tan and fweetningof the palate-,

and as Adam would have been as God, fo conceited Me-

lendiz himfelf a God in that Eden> whom Travelling,

Indian Waits and Trumpets fhould accompany i and to

whom, entring into any Town,Nofegaysihould beprefented,

Flowers and Boughs ihould be ftrowed in his way i Arches

(hould be ere&ed to ride undersells for joy (hould be rung,

and Indian knees for duty and homage, as to a God,(hould

be bowed to the very ground. From this inducing argument,

'and reptefentation of a Paradife, he fell into a ftrong Rhe-

torical point of curiofity •, finding out a Tree of knowledge,

and a Philofophical maxim, Omm borne naturajimfcire de-

fiderat,
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fiderat, man naturally inclines to know more and more iwhich knowledge he fancied could be no where more ferniih-
rh rare curiofiries than in thofe parís .; for there flbuíd

íl --old and Sl!ver,whkh here are fingered, In theiigtowtlm the bowels of the Earth be known i there fliould the Peo-
per be known in its feafon, the Nutmeg and Clove, the Cin-
namon as a rinc or bark on a Tree * die felhionjng of the
feugar from a green growing Cane into a Loaf i the ftraaee
Jhapmg the Cocbinel from a worm to fo rich a Scale t d:. the
changing ofthe finta which is but grafs wirh'ftalk and av<s
into an Indigo black die, ihould be taught and learned , and
without much labour thus ihould our igno* ai befafeMM
with various and fundry curiofities ofknowicd .

. j under-
standing Finally, though Xerez liquor ( Cane* bewitching
fears

; had put this bewitching Eloquence into my Amttokt
eram yet he doubted not to prefer before it his Wine ofPhi-
lippinas growing on tall and high trees of Coco, wherein he
longed to drink a Spanifb Brindis in my company to all his
friends remaining behind in Spain. Who would not be
rowed by thefe his arguments to follow him, and his CalvoMt
bald pated Superior .? Thus Supper being ended my Melendez
aeiire to know how my heart flood affoóted to his Journey iand breaking out into a Foto a Vios with his Converting Zeal
heiwore he ihould have no quiet nights reft till he were
fully fatisfied of my refolution to acompany him. And having
learned the Poets expreffion, gjdä non mortali* peüora eogk
Junfacrafames ? he offered unto me half a dozen ófSpaniíh
piftols, alluring me that I ihould want nothing, and that
the next morning Calvo ihould furniih me with whatfoever
monies I needed, for to buy things neceflary for the comfort
or fo long and tedious a Journey. To whom I anfwered
iuddain refolutions might bring future griefand forrow,and
that I Ihould that night lie down and take Counfel with my
pillow, alforing him that for his fake Í would do much, and
¡that if I refolved to go,my refolution ihould draw on another
friend ofmine, an Ir#,Frier, named Ihomat Delcim. Thus
took I my leave of my Melendez, and retired my felf to my
Chamber and Bed, which that night was no place ohepofc ...

and
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and reft to me asformerly it had been. I muft needs fay Mekn-

dez his arguments, though moft of them moved me not
\
yet

the opportunity offered me to hide my felf from all fight and

knowledge ofmy deareft friends, ftined up in me a íerious

thought of an angery and harih letter,which not long before

I had received out of England (torn mine own Father, figni-

fying unto me the diipleafure of moft ofmy friends and

kindred, and his own grievous indignation againft me, for

that having fpent fomuch mony in training me up to learning

I had not only utterly rtfufed to be of the Jeiuits Order
,

( which was his only hopes) but had proved in my affcäions

a deadly foe and enemy unto them. And that he would have

thought his mony Jbetter fpent, if I had been a Scullion in a

College of Jefüits, than if I ihould prove a General of the

Order ofDominicans v that 1 flbould never think to be wel-

come to myiJrothers or kindred in Englandj\ot to him j that

I ihould not expeéfc ever more to hear from him, nor dare to

fee him if ever I returned to England •, but exped that he

would fet upon me even Jefuits, whom I had deferted and

oppofed, to chafe me out ofmy C ountry > that Hailing houfe

though he had loft it with much more means for his Rxligioa

during his life *, yet with the ccmfent of my eldeft Brother

( now Governour ¡¿{Oxford and Mafs-founder in that our

Famous Univerfity) he would fell it away •> that neither from

the Eftate, or mony made of it, I might enjoy a Childs

part due unto me. Thefe reafons ftole that nightsreft from

my body, and fleepfrom mv eyes, tears keeping them un-

cloíed and open, left Cynthia s black and mourning Mantle

ihould offer to cover, clofe and. (hut them. To this Letters

confideration was joyned a ftrong oppofition, which ferious,

Studies and ripenefs cfLearning,with a careful difcuffion of

fome School points and Controverfies had bred in me againft

fome chiefof the Popiih Tenets. Well could I have wiftied

to have come to England, there to fatisfie and eafe my troublect

Cfnfcience; well confidered I, that if I ftaid in Spain%

when my Studies were fully ñmíhed
5
the Dominicans with a

Popes Mandamus would fend me home for a Miflio-

nary to n)y Country,But than well confideied I the fight of a

wrathful
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wrathful Father, the power of a furious Brother a Colonel
who fas now landed in England to fearch me out, and do me'
mikhief) then,when Zephyrm with a pleafant gale feconded
his Popiih Zeal,might violently affault me. Well confidered
I the mereafed rout and rabble ofboth their great friends,the
Jefuits, what with Court friends power, what with fubtile
Plots and Policies would foon and eafily hunt me out of
England. Laftly, well confidered I my Melendez his laft
inducing Argument ofthe increafe ofknowledge natural by
themfight of rich America and flouriihing Afia, and of
knowledge Spiritual by a long contemplation of that new
Planted Church, and of thofe Church Planters lives and
Converfations. Wherefore after a whole nights ftrife and in-
ward deoate, as the glorious Planet began to banifli nights
dilmal horror, riimg with a bright and cheerful countenance,
role in my mind a firm and fetled refolution to vifit America
and there to abide till fuch time as Death fhould iurprife my
angry Father, Ignatius Loiola his devoted Meemos, and till

I might there gain out of Potofi 01 Sacatecas Treafure that
might Counterpoiiethat Childspart, which for detefline the
four-cornered Cap, and black Coat of Jefuits, my Father
had deprived me of. So in recompence of the Supper which
my friend Anthony had beftowed upon me, I gave him a moft
pleafant Breakfaft by difcovering unto him my purpofe and
refolution to accompany him in his long and Naval Journey.
And at noon I Feafted him with a Dinner ofone diih more'
than his Breakfaft, to wit, the company alfo of my Irifh
friend Thomas Ve Leon. After Dinner we both were piefented
to Calvo the bald pate Superior ; who immediately imbraced
us, promifed to us many curtefies in the way, read unto us
a Memorandum of what dainties he had provided for us
what varieties of Fifli and Fleih : how many Sheep, how
many Gammons of Bacon, how many fat Hens, how many
Hogs, how many Barrels of white Bisket, how many lars of
Wine of Cafóla, what ilore of Rice, Figs, Olives, Capers,
ilayhns, Lemons, fweet and fower Oranges, Pomgranets,
Comhts,Preferves, Conferves,and all forts of Portugal fweet
meats

:
he flattered us that he would make us MaftersofArts,

and
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and of Divinity in Manila s then opened he his Purfe, and

freely gave us tofpendthat day in XmzwA to buy what

won we had a mind to, and to cany us to Cales *, Laftly he

opened his hand to beftow upon us the holy Fathers Bcnedi-

dion that no mifchief might befal us in our way ilex-

peded fome Relick or nail of his great Toe, or one of his

Velvet Pantofles to kifs * but peradventure with frequent

kiffing throught Italy and all Ca(lilia it was even worn thred-

bare. Much were we frowned at by the Dominicans out

chiefeft friends of Xerez, but the liberty which with Melen-

¿eswc enjoyed that day about the City oiXerez took from

us all fad thoughts, which fo fudden a departure from our

friends might have caufed in us. And Calvo much fearing

that the love offome Nuns (too powerful with Spamjfi¥na$)

might yet keep us back from puifuingour purpofed Journey,

with cunning Policy perfvvaded us to depart from Xerez the

next morning. Which willingly we performed in company of

Melendez and another Sfamjh Frier ofthat City fleaving our

Chefts and Books to Calvo to fend after u*) and that day we

Travelled like Sfanifh Dons upon our little Boricoes,or Affes

towards Tuerto de Santa Maria, taking in our way that

ftately Convent oiCarthufians, and the River of Guadalethe,

the former the Poefs River ofoblivion D
taflingofthe Fruits of

thofe Elyftan Fields and Gardens and drinking of Guadak-

thes Cryftal flreames ; that io perpetual oblivion might blind

and cover all thofe Abftra&ive Species which the intuitive

knowledge of Sfains and Xerezes pleafant obje&shad deeply

ftamped in out thoughts and hearts. At evening we came

to that Vmrto fo famous for haibouring Sfains chief Gallies,

and at that time DonFrederiquedefoledo '•> who hearing of the

arrival offour Indian Apofiles, would not lofe that occafion

of fome Soul fcn&ification (which he thought might be his

purchafe) by entertaining us that night at Supper. The Town

thought their fireetsbleffed with our walking in them, and

wiihed they might enjoy fome Relicks from us, whom they

beheld as appointed to Martyrdom 5
for Chrift and Antichrift

fake together \ the Gaily- llaves ftrove who ihould found their

Waits and Trumpets moft joyfully, Von Frederiqm fpared

m
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no coil in Fiih and Flefli that night, doubting not but that
receiving four Prophets, he ihould receive a fourfold reward
hereafter. Supper being ended, we were by Don Frederiqut
his Gentlemen convey 'd to the Cloiftcrof the Minims ap-
pointed by Don Frederiqut to lodge us that night, who to
flietv their Brotherly love Wathed our feet, and fo recom-
mended us to quiet and peaceable reft. The next morning
after a ftately Bieakfaft beftowed upon us by thofepoor Men-
dicant Friers, a Boat was prepared for us and Don Fnderique
his Gentlemen to wait on us, and toconvey us to Cales.™ hete ™e f°und out our ftl,°w Apoftles, and the Popes
Uommiflary Frier Matthew de la Villa, who welcomed us
with Rones Indulgences, ä culpa & 3. pana, and with a
iWunihing Table ftored with Fiih and Fkih for Dinner,
There we continued in daily honour and eftimatio^enjoiine
the fights moft pleafant which Caks both by Sea and Land
could afford unto us, until the time of the Meets departing
Which when it drew near, our grand x^pcftle Frier Matthew
de la Filia, who we thought burned with Zeal of Martyr-
dom, took his leave ofus ; fhewing us the Popes Commiilion
to nominate in his place whom he lifted, and naming bald
Calvo foi Superior, returning himfelf to Madrid with mor-»
defire toenjoy a Biihoprick in Spain (as we underftood) than
to faenfice his life in Japan. His departure caufed a mutiny
amongft us, and cooled the fpirits oftwo ofour Miffionaries
who privily fled from us. The reft were pleafed with honeft
Calvo, for that he was a Ample and ignorant old man,
(whom they could more jeer than any way refped ) more
Scullion-like in dayly greazing his white habit with handling
his fat Gammons ofBacon, than like a Popes Commiflary i

for his Mafters Toe the proudeftofour Miffioners than would
willingly have kiifed ; yet Calw's greafie fifis the humbleft
would loath to have Kifled. Thus under a Sloven was
that Apofiolical Miflion to be convey'd firft to Mexico^
three thoufand Spanifh Leagues from Spain, and afterwards
three thoufand Leagues further from thfnce to Manila,
the Metropolitan and Court City of the Iflandsof Pkt*
lippinat.

CHAP,
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Chap. V.

Of the Indian Fleet that departedfrom Cales, Anno
Dom. i6i$* And of fome remarkable paffages

in that Voyage.

UPon the firft oíJuly in the afternoon, Don Carlos de

Ibarra Admiral of the Galeons that then lay in the

Bay oí Cales, gave Order that a warning Peece íhóuíd be (hot

off to warn all PaiTengers, Soldiers^ and Mariners to betake

themfclves the next morning to their Ships. O what was it

to fee fome of our Apoftolical company who had enjoyed

much liberty for a month in Caks^ho had began to entangle

their hearts with fome young Nuns love, now hang down
their heads, and A¿1 with fad and demure lookSjioth to de-
part, and cry out Bormm eft nos hie ejje, It is good for us to

be here * and amongíí them one Fryer John de Pacheco made
the warning Peece to be a warning to him to hide himfelf

( who could no more be found amongft his fellow Miflioners)

thinking it a part ofhard cruelty to for fake a young Francif-
can Nun to whom he had engaged and wholly devoted his

heart. What was it to fee others with weeping eyes piercing

through the Iron gates the tender Virgins hearts,Ieaving and
bequeathing unto them fome pledges oftheir wanton love,
and receiving from them fome Cordials againftSea-ficknefs,

Caps, Shirts and Hand* kerchiefs, to eye them or wear them
when Molus or Neptune (hould moft oppofe them? The
fecond ofJuly in the morning early notice was given unto us,
that one Fryer Pabh de Londres,an old crab*fac

5
d EngliJhFñet

living in St. Lucar had got the Duke of Medina his Letter
and fent it to the Governor ofGales charging him to feek for
me and to flay me, fignifying the King oi Spains mil and
pleafure, that no Engltfh fhou!d pais to the Indias, having a
Country oftheir own to Convert , this did that old Fryer to
flop my paffagc, having before wrote unto mc many Letters

to
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to the fame piirpofe, and got a Letter from that father Mafier

that was in England before with the Count oiGondomar^alias

Frier Diego dela Flmnte, then Provincial oiCaftilta^ and fent

unto me, wherein that Superior offered me many kind offers

ofpreferment, if I would defift from my Journey, and re-

turn to him to Caliilia i but none of thefe Letters could pre-

vail with me h nor the Governors fesrching flop me h for

immediately I was conveyed alone to our Ship, and there

clofely hid in a Barrel that was emptied ofBisket to that pur-

pofe^fo that when the Governor came a Ship-board to en-

quire for an Englifh man,Frier Calvo having the father of liers

in my ftead about him, refolutely denied me* who could not
be found, becauie not fought for in a Barrels belly. This
found our Apoftles fport and talk that firft day. Then went
out the Ships ooe by one crying A dios, A diosy and the

Town replying Buen viaei, Buen vuei ; when all were out

and no hopes of enjoying more Cales pleafures and liberty,

then began my young Friers to wiifa themfelves again at

Land, feme began prefently to feed the Fifties with their

Nuns fweet dainties h others to wonder at the number of
ftateiy Ships^which with eight Galeons that went to convey
us beyond the Iñands of Canaria were forty one in all i fome
for one Port of the India ^ and fome for another. To
Puerto Rico went that year two Ships yto Santo Domingo three,

to Jamaica two, to Margarita one, to the Havana two, to

Cartagena three^ to Campeche two, to Honduras and Truxillo

two, and to St. Jobdde Vlhua^ov Vera Cruz fixteen * all

Laden with Wines, Figs, Raiims, Olives, Oyle, Cloth,

Carfies, Linnen, Iron, and Qojck-filver for the Mines, to

fetch out the pure Silver oiSacatecas from the earthen dfofs

from whence it is digged. The perfons ofmod note that

went that year was firft the Matquefs de Seralvo with his

Lady, who went for Viceroy of Mexico^ infteadofthe Count

de Gelves then retired to a Gloifter for fear of the Common
people, who the year before had mutined againft him i this

Marquefs went in the Ship called St. Andrew, and with him
in the fame Ship went Bon Martin de Carrito zPiUñ, and

Icquifitor of the Inquituion QÍVafadolid > who was fent for

Vifites
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Vifiter General to Mexico^ to examine the ftrife between the

Conde de Gelves and the Arcfvbiihop, and the mutiny that

for their fakes had happened s with full Comrr iffion and Au-

thority to Imprifon, Baniih, Hang and Execute all Delin-/

tjuents. In the Ship called Sania Gertrudis went Don John

Nino de Toledo, who was fent to be Prefident of Manila in

PhilippindSy and in the fame Sfiif) with him went the whole

Miflion of thirty Jefuits fent to Fhlipftnas; who had al-

ready got the favour ofthe Prefident, and politickly fought

to be Paffengers in the fame Ship,that fo they might the more

ingratiate thefnfelves to him j for this cunning Generation

fiudies purpoiely how to inflnuate themfelves with Kings,

Princes, Great men, Rulers and Commanders. In the

Ship called St. Antony went my Dominican Miflion oftwenty

feven Friers. In the Ship called Nofira Sennora deRegla went

twenty four Mercenarian Friers bound for Mexico > part of

thofe that afterwards drew their Knives to flaih and cut the

Criolws of their Profeflion. Thus with the Convoy ofeight

Galeons for fear o( Turfy and Hollanders ( whom the Spanijb

Vons (hake and tremble zl) fet forward our Fleet with a

pleafant and pyofperous gale, with a quiet and milkyn 55ea,

till we came to the Gulf, called Golfo de leguas, or of

kicfyng Mare/, whofe waves and fwellingfurges did fo kick

our Ships, that we thought they would have kicked our Si,

Antbonio gilded Image out of our Ship, and bereaved my
Antonei Mekndezoi his gilt and painted Idol, ( to whom he

dayly bowed and prayed againft the mereilefs Element )
and that all our Ships Galleries would have been torn from

us with the fpumings and blows of that outragious Gulf.

But at laft having overcome the danger of this Gulf, the

eight Galeons todk their leave ofus, and left our Merchant

Ships now to ihift for themfelves. The departure of thefc

Galeons was moft folemnly performed on each fide, faluting

each other with their Ordnance, vifiting each other with

their Cock-boats, the Admiral of the Fleet Feafting with a

ftately Dinner in his Ship, the Admiral of the Galeons ^ and

the like performing moft of the other Ships to the feveral

Colonels and Captains and other their Allied fcriends that

D wer#
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were of the Royal Fleet. Here it was worth noting to hear

the fighs ofmany ofour Indian Apoftles, wiihing they might
return again in any ofthofeGaleons to S/^/^ their Zeal was
now cold, and fome endeavoured many ways for Calvo his

Licence to return ( which could not be granted ) others Em-
ployed themíelves moft oí that day in wilting Letters to

their fnends,and Sifters in Cales. Thus Dinner being ended,

and the two Admirals folemnly taking their leaves , the

warning piece being ibotofffor theGaleons to joyn together

and turn their courfe to Spain, we bad mutual adieu
}
crying

one to another'Buen Viaje > Buen pajfage, we kept our couife

towards America, failing before the wind conftantly till we
came to America \ A thing worth noting in that Voyage from
Spain to the Indies s that after the Iflands of Canaria are

once left, there is oneconftant wind, continuing to America

ftill the fame without any cppofitionor contrariety of other

winds ; and this fo profperous and full on the fails, that did

It blow conftantly, and were it not interrupted with many
calms, doubtlefs the Voyage might be ended in a month or

lefs. But fuch were the calms that many times we had, that

we got not to the fight of any land tilt the twentieth day of

Auguft: fothat near fix weeks we failed as on a River offreih

water, much delighting and fporting our felves in Fifhing,

many forts of Fiflhcs, but efpecially one, which by the

Spaniards is called Dorado, the golden Fiih, for the skin

and fcaks of it that glitter like Gold ; ofthis fort ,we found

iuch aburidance,thatnofooner was the hook with any fniall

bait caft into the Sea, than prefently the Dorado was caught,

fo that we took them many times for pleafure, and caft them

again into the Sea, being a Fiih fitter to be eaten freih than

faked. Many were the Feafts and fporis ufed in the Ships,

till we difcovcred the firft Land, or Mand called Uijfeada.

The laft day oíJuly ( being according to the Jefuits Order,

2nd Romes appointment, the day ofIgnatius their Patron and

founder oftheir Religion) the gallant Shipcalkd §• Gertrudis

(wherein went thirty Jefuits ) for theirs and their Sainr s fake
f made to all the reft of che Fleet a molí gallant (hew, ihe be-

ing trimmed round about with white Linnen
4
her flags and

top
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top gallants rep'refentingfome the Jefuirs Arms, others the
Pi&ureofIgnatius himielf, and this from the evening before,

(hooting offthat night at leaft fifty (hot of Ordnance, befides

four or tive hundred Squibs ( the weather being very calm )
and all her Mails and Tacklings hung with Paper Lanthorns
having burning lights within them , the Waits ceafed not
from founding, nor the Spaniards from fimging all night.
The days folemn fport was like wife greats the Jcfuits in-

creafing the Spaniards joy with an open Proccifion in the
Ship i flnging their fuperftitious Hymns and Anthems to
their fuppofed Saint > and all this feconded with roaring
Ordnance^no Powder being fpared forthecompleaiing that
days joy and triumph. The fourth of Auguft following,
being the day which Rome doth dedicate ro Vominiek, the
firii founder of the Dominicans or Preachers Order, the Ship
wherein I was, named St. Antbmy.&tovo, to exceed St. Ger-
trudis, by the afliftance ofthe twenty feven Dominicans that
were in her. All was performed both by night and day * as
formerly in St. Gertrudis, both with Powder, Squibs, Lights,
Waits and Mufick, And/urther did the Dominicans joy
and triumph exceed the Jefuits, in that they invited all the
jefuits, with Don John Nino de foledo the Prefident of Ma»
nila^ with the Captain ofthe Ship of St. Gertrudis to a ftately

Dinner both of Fifh and Fleíh *, which Dinner being ended,
for the afternoons fport they had prepared a Comedy out of
famous Lope de Vega, to be A&ed by fome Souldiers, Paf-
fengers and fome ofthe younger fort ofFriers , which I con-
fefs was (lately Aóted and fet forth both in (hows and good
Apparel, in that narrow compafs of our Ship, as might
have been upon the beft Stage in the Court oíMadrid. The
Comedy being ended, and a Banquet of fweet meats pre-
pared for the clofing up of that days mirth, both ours, and
St. Gertrudis Cock-boat carried back our invited friends, bid-
mg each other adieu with our Waits and chiefeft Ordnance*
Thus went we on our Sea Voyage without any norm, with
pleafant gales, many calms, dayly fports and paftimes, till

*e difcovered the firft Land called Dejjiads upon she twenit-
'th day of Aga/?,

D z CHAP.-
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Cha p. VI.

Of our difcovery of Jome Ifländs, and what trouble

hefel us in one of them.

THe Admiral of our Fleet wondring much at our flow

failing, who from the fecond of July to the 19 of

Augufi had feen nor difcovered any Land,iave only the fflands

of Canaria > the fame day in the morning called to Council

all the Pilots ofthe Ships, to know their opinions concerning

our prefent being, and the nearneis of Land. The Ships

therefore drew near unto the Admiral one by one,that every

Pilot might deliver his opinion. Here was caufe of laughter

enough for the Paffengers to hear the wife Pilots skill >One

faying, we were three'hundred Miles, another twb hundred,

another one hundred, another fifty, another more^, another

Ms, all erring much from the truth ( as afterward appeared )

Ifaveonly one old Pilot of the fmalleft VeiTelof all, who

affirmed refolutely, that with that fmall gale wherewith we

then ailed, we fhould come to Guadalupe the next morning.

All the reft laughed at him, but he might well have laughed

at them, for the next morning by Sun-riling we plainly dif-

covered an Ifland call Deffeada by the Spaniards, or the de-

fired L?nd, for that at the firft difcovery ofthe India's it was

the firft Land, the Spaniards found, being then as defirous to

find fome Land after many days failing as we were. After this

Ifland prefently we difcovered another called Marigalante,

then another called Dominica, and laftly, another named

Guadalupe.whkh was that we aimed at to refreih our felvés in,

to waih our foul cloaths, and to take in treih water, whereof

we flood in great need. By two or three of the Clock in the

afternoon we came to a fafe Road lying before the Ifland,

where we caft our Anchors, no ways fearful of the naked

Barbarians of that and the other Iflands, who with great

ioy do yearly expe<ä the Spanijh Fleets coming, and by the

\ Moons
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Moons do reckon the Months, and hereby make their guefs

at their coming, and prepare fome their Sugar Canes, others

the Plantin, others the Tortois, fome one Provihon, fome

another to barter with the Spaniards for their fmall Haber-

daih, or Iron, Knives, or fuch things which may help them

in their Wars.which commonly they make againftfome other

Iflands. Before our Anchors were caft, out came the Indi.

am to meet us in the Canoa's round like Troughs, fome

whereof had been Painted by our Engtyh, fome by the Hol-

landers, fome by the French, as might appear by their feverai

Arms, it being a common Road and Harbour to all Nations

that fail to America.

Before we refolved to go to (hore, we tailed of thofe Indian

fruits, the Plantin above all pleafing our rafted and Palate.

We could not but much wonder at that fight never yetfeen

by us of people naked, with their hair hanging down to the

middle of their backs, with their Faces cut out in feverai

faihions, 01 flowers, with thin plates hanging at their Notes,

like Hog-rings, and fawning upon us like Children •, fome

fpeakingin their unknown Tongue, others ufing figqs for

fuch things as we imagined they defired. Their fignfor fome

of our Spani(b Wine was eafily perceived, and their requeft

moft willingly granted by our men,who with one reafonablc

Cup of Spanijh Sack prefently tumbled up their heels, and

left them like Swine tumbling on the Deck of our Ship. Af-

ter a while that our people had fported with thefe rude and

Savage Indians, our two Cock-boats were ready to carry to

fhore fuch as either had Cloaths to Waih,or a defire to Bath

themfelves in a River of Frelh Water which is within the

Illand, or a mind to fet their feet again upon unmoveable

Land,aftenfo many days ofuncertain footing in a floating and

reeling Ship. But that day being far fpent,our Friers refolved

to ftay in the Ship,and the next whole day to vifii the Ifland

»

many of the Mariners and Palfengers of all the Ships went

that evening to (hore, fome returning that night, and fome

without fear continuing with the Indians all night on Ihore-

The next morning my felfand moft of our Friers went and

having hired fome Spaniards to waffa ,our Gloaths, we

P j
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wandredTometimes all together, fometimes two and two
and fometimes one alone about the Ifland, meeting with
many Indians^ who did us no hurt, but rather like Children
fawned upon us* offering us oftheir fruits, and begging ofus
whátfoeyertófsofpms, points or gloves they efpied about us,

We ventured to go to fome of their houfes which ftoodby a
pleafant River, and were by them kindly entertained, eating
of their Fiih, and wild Deers Flefh. About noon we
chanced to meet withTome of the Jefuits of Santa Gertrudis
Ship in the midft of the Mountain, who were very earned
in talk with a Mulatto all naked like the reft of the Indians.

This Mulatto was a Chriflian, born in Sevil in Spain^ and
had been flave there formerly to a rich Merchant his name
was Lewti, and fpoke the Spanijb Language very perfeóíly;

Some twelve years before, he had run away from his Mailer
by reaion ofhard and flaviih ufage, and having got to Cales,
offering his fervice to a Gentleman then bound fox America.*
the Gentleman fearing not that his true Mailer fhould ever
fiave more notice of him from a new World, took him a
Ship.bóard with him as his flave. The Mulatto rem^mbiing
the many ftripes which he had fufFered from his firft cruel
Mafter, and fearing that from Ammcaht might by fome in-
telligence or other be fent back again to Spatn&xiá'úfo jealous
pfhis fecond Matter (whofe blows he had begun to fuffer in
the Ship > that he would prove as cruel as his firft * when the
Ships arrived atGuadalupejtfolvcd rather to die amonft the
Indians (which he knew might be his hard fortune) than ever
more to live in flavery under Spaniards. So cafting his life up-
on good or bad fortúnele hid himfelfamong the Trees in the
Mountain till the Ships were departed,who after being found
by thelÄ«i,and giving them fome toys which he had got
by ftealth from his Mafter,he was entertained by them,they
liking him, and he them. Thus continued this poor ChrL
ftian flave among thofe Barbarians from year to year j who
had care to hide himfelfat the coming of the Spanijh Fleet
yearly. In twelve years that he had thus continued amongft
them, he had learned tbeir Language, was Married to an
indrnn, by whom he had thxee Children living. The Jefuits

r ; ^ by.
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h
by chance having met with him.and perceiving more by the

Wooll upon his head, that, he was a Mulatto, than by his

black and tauny skin ( for thofe Indians Paint íherníllves ail

over with red colour ) the^prefentlyimaguKd the truth that

he could not come thither but with fome Spaniard : fo enuring

into difcourfe with him, and finding him to fpeaK Spanijky

they got the whole truth of him. Then we joyning with

the Jefuits, began to perfwade the poor Chriftian ro for-

fake that Heatheniíh life, wherein his foul could never

be faved, promifing him if he would go along with i*%

he (hould be free from flavtry for ever. Poor Soul, though

he had lived twelve years without hearing a word of the

true God, Woríhipping Stocks and Stones with the other

Heathens, yet when he heard again ofChrift, oí eternal

Damnation in hells Torments, and ofeverlafting Salvation

in Heavens Joys, he began to weep, affuring us that he

would go with us, were it not for his Wife and Children,

whom he tenderly loved, and could not forfake them. To
this we replycd, that he might be a means of faving like-

wife their Souls* ifhe would bring them with him*, and

further that we would affure him that care {hould be taken

that neither he, his Wife, nor Children (hould ever want

means competent for the maintenance of their lives. The
Mulatto hearkned well to all this, though a fuddain fear

furprized him, becaufe certain Indians paffed by, and noted

his long conference with us. The poor and timorous Mu-
latto then told us, that he was in danger, for having been

known by us, and that he feared the Indians would kill

him, and fufpeéfc that we would fteal him away i which

if they did, and it were noifed about the Ifland, we (hould

foon fee their love changed into cruel rage and Mutiny.

We perfwaded him not to fear any thing they could do
to us» who had Soldiers, Guns and Ordnance to fecure

ours and his life alio, wiihtrsg him to refolve ro bring his

Wife and Children but to the Sea-fide, where our men
were drying their Cloaths, and would defend him, and
a Boat (hould be ready to convey him with his Wife and
Children a Ship-board, 2The Mulatto promiied to do as

D 4 Yt&
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we had Counfelied him, and that he would entice his Wife
and Children to tlje Sea-fide to barter with us their Wares
for ours, defiring ibme of the Jefuits (whom he faid he
fhould know by their black Coats ) to be fhere ready for
him with a Cock- boat. Lewis imparted, as to us he feemed,
refolute in what he had agreed \ Our joy likewife was great
with the hope of bringing to the light of Ghiiftianit> five
fouls out of the darknefs of Heatheniih Idolatry. The
JefuJts who had begun with this Mulatto were d^firous
that the happy end and conclufion might be their glory.
So taking their leaves of us, they haftned to the Sea to
inform the Admiral of what they had done, and to pro-
vide that the Cock-boat oftheir Ship might be in readinefs
to receive Lewis and his Family. We likewife returned
to ihore to fee if our Shirts and Cloaths were dry.
Moftof us C among whom my felf was one) finding our
tinnen ready and our Boat on ihore went aboard to our
Ship, leaving two or three ofour company with many of
other Ships on ihore, efpecially the Jefuits waiting for
their prey. When we came to our Ship, moil of the
Friers with what love they had found in the Barbarians
were inflamed with a new Zeal of flaying in that Iiland',

and Converting thofe Heathens to Chriftianity , appre-
hending it an eafie bufmefsf they being a loving people )
and no ways dangerous to us, by reafon ofthe Fleet that
yearly paffeth that way, and might enquire after our
afage. But by fome it was obje&ed, that it was a raih
and fooliihZeal with great hazard of their lives, and many
inconveniences were obje&ed againflfo blind and fimple an
attempt. But thofe that were moft Zealous flighted all

areafons, faying that the worn that could happen to them
could be but to be Butchered, facrificed and eaten up \ and
that forfuch a purpofe they had come out oí Spain to be
Crowned with the Crown of Martyrdom for Confeifwg
and Preaching Jeius Chrift, While we were hot in this

folemn confutation, behold an uproar on the ihore i our
people iunning to and fro to fave their lives, leaving their

Cloaths^and hafting to the Cock boats, filling them fo fait

and
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and fo full, that fome funk with all the people in them i

above all, moft pitiful and lamentable werethe cries of

fome of our women, oiany cafting themfclves into the Sea

choofing rather to venture to be taken up by fome Boat,

or at worft to be Drowned, than to be taken and to be

cruelly Butchered by the Indians. We wondering at this

fudden alteration, not knowing the caufe of it, at laft

perceived the Arrows to come out thick from the Wood

from behind the Trees, and thereby gueffed at the truth

that the Barbarians were Mutined. The uproar lafted not

half an our, for prefently our Admiral (hot off two or

three Peeces ofOrdnance and fentaCompany of Soldiers to

ihore to Guard: it and our people with their Muskets v which

was well and fuddenly performed, and all the Indians

foon difperfed. Three of our Frierswho had remained

on the Land, our Cock-boat brought them to us with

more of our PaíTengers, among whom one Frier John Ve

la Cueva, was dangeroufly (hot and wounded in one of

his Shoulders ', this Frier had been earneft with me to flay

on ihore with him, which I refufed, and fo efcaped that

cruel and fiery onfet of the Indians. BeGdes thofe thai

were Drowned and taken up at ihore ( which were rifteeti

perfons) two Jefuits were found dead upon the Sand,

three more dangeroufly wounded, three PaiTengers like-

wife flain, ten wounded, befides three more bf the Fleet

which could never be found alive or dead, and were thought

to have been found in the Wood by the Indians, zx&iQ

have been Murthered by them. Our Mulatto Ltvw came

not according to his word •> but in his (lead a fudden

Army of treacherous Indians, which gave us motive enough

to think, that either LwU himfelf had difcovered the

Jefuits Plot to take him away with his Wife and Children;

or that the Indians fufpeding it by his talk with us, had

made him confefs it. And certainly this was the ground

of their Mutiny, for whereas UwU before had (aid, that

he would know the Jefuits by their black Coats, it feems

he had well defcribed them above all the ten unto the

Jndians.ÍQt ( as it vyas after wel! obferved ) moil of their

Arrows
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Arrows weredireércd to the black Marks, and fo five ofthemm little above a quarter of an hour flain and woundedAH that night our Souldiers Guarded the Coaft, often
fhootmg off their Muskets to affright the Indians, who
appeared no more unto us. All that night we flcpt little
for we watched our Ship, left the Indians \* their Canoas
ftould fet upon us and take us aflecp. Some lamented
the dead and drowned, others pitied our wounded Frier
fovti de la Cueva, who all that night lay in great tor-
mentandmifery,othersl3ughedandjearedatthof? Zealous
Friers who would have flayed in that Ifland to Con-m the Barbarians faying they had their full defire ofMartyrdom, for had they been but that night w h the^ansy doubtlefs they had been ihred for their Suppers!But now we perceived their Zeal was cool, and thev dl
fired no more to flay with fuch a Barbarous kind fW
pie i but rather wiihed the Admiral would ihoot off the

,

warning Peece for us all to take up our Anchors, and de-part from fo dangerous a place. In the morning all theShips made haft to take in fuch freih water as was
„"

ceffaryfor their Voyage yet to America, a ftrong Watchbeing kept along the Coäft, and a Guard Guarding ourmen to the River •, and all the morning while th&ff
doing not -one Indian could be found or feen,nor our
three men that were miffing, appeared. Thus at noon
with a pleafant and prosperous Gale we Ho.fted up our
Sails, leaving the Mauds and Harbour of Guadalupe

Chap. VIL

Of cur further Sailingto St. John de Ulhua, alias
Vera Crux, and of ur Landing there.

UPon the twenty fecond of Juguji, we Sailed fo
pkafantly that we foon left the fight of the Iflands í

lhe Indians upxo&t had weaved for us a thred of long

difcourfe >
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difcourfe ; It made fome hate their calling to teach and

Convert Indians. But Calvo he encouraged us, telling us

many ftoiiesofthe good and gentle nature of the Indians

of Thilippinaf, to whom we were going, and that moil of

them were Chriftians already, who efteemed their Prieftsas

Gods upon the Earth h and that thofe that were not as yet

Converted to Chriftianity, were kept in awe by the power

of the Spaniards. Our chief care the firft two or three

days was to look taour Plantins which we got from the

Indians. This Fruit pleafed us all exceedingly, judging it

to be as good, or better than any Fruit in Spain. it is not

gathered Ripe from the Tree h but being gathered Green, it

is hung up fome days, and fo Ripens and grows Yellow and

Mellow, and every bit as fweet as Honey. Our Sugar

Canes were no lefs pleafingunious,whilft chewing the pith?

we refrefhed and fweetned our mouths with the juice. We
fed for the firft week almoftupon nothing but lortoiss which

feemed likewife to us that had never before feen it, one ofthe

Sea monflers, the (hell being fo hard as to bear any Cart

Wheel
3
and in fome above two yards broad \ when firft they

were opened, we were amazed to fee the number ofEggs that

were in them, a thoufand being the leaft that we judged to be

in fome ofthem. Our Spaniards made with them an excellent

broth with all forts ofSpices. The meat feemed rather Fleíh

than Sea Fifh, which being corned with Salt, and hung up
two or three days in the Air, tañed like Veal Thus our

Hens, our Sheep, our powdred Beef, and Gammons of

Bacon, which we brought from Spain, were fome days

flighted,while with greedy Stomachs we fell hard to our Sea-

Veal
After four days Sai!, our Frier John de la Cueva, who had

been (hot by the Indians, died» all his body being fwelled,

which gave us juft occafion to think, that the Arrow which

was (hot into his fhoulder was Poifoned. His Burial was as

fokmnly performed as could be at Sea. His Grave being the

whole Ocean, he had weighty (iones hung to his feet, two»

more to his (boulders, and one to his breft sand then the

fuperftuious Kmifh Dirige and Requiem being fung foi his

Soul^
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Soul, his Corps being held out to Sea on the Ship fide,with
Ropes ready to let him fall,all the Ship crying out three times,
¡men Viaei (thzt is a good Voyage) to his Soul chiefly,and alio

to his Corps ready to Travel to the deep to feed the Whales

:

at the firft cry all the Ordnance were (hot offche Ropes on a
fudden loofed,and John de laCueva with the weight ofheavy
Stones plunged deep into the Sea,whom no mortal eyes ever
more beheld. The like we faw performed in the Ship of
Santa. Gertrude to another Jefuit, one of the three who
had been dangeroufly wounded by the Indians oíGuadalupe j

who likewife died like our Frier, his body being fwelled as
with PoylcHV Now our Sailing was more comfortable than
before j for we palled in fight of the Land Puerto Rico, and
then of the great Ifland of St. Domingo* and here our
company began to beleflened, fome departing to Puerto Ricos
and St, Domingo, others to Cartagena, and Havana, and
Hondura, Jamaica, and Jucatan. We remained now alone
the Fleet for Mexico > and fo Sailed till we came to what the
Spaniards call la Sonda, or the Sound of Mexico* for
here we often founded the Sea > which was fo calm, that a
whole week we were flayed for want of wind, fcarce ftirring

from the place where firft we were caught by the calm. Here
likewife we had great fport in Fiihing,filling again our bellies

with Dorados, and faving that Provifion which we had
brought from Spain. But the heat was fo extraordinary,

that the day was no pleafure unto us h for the repercuffion of
the Suns heat upon the ftill Water and Pitch of our Ships,

kindled a fcorching fire, which all the day diftempered oar
bodies with a conflant running fweat, forcing us to caft off
moft ofour Cloaths. The evenings and nights were fome-
what more comfortable, yet the heat which theSun had left

in the Pitched Ribs and Planks of the Ship wasfuch, that ¡

tinder Deck and in our Cabins we were not able to fleep, but
in our (hirts were forced to walk, or fit, or lie upon the
Deck. The Mariners fell to wafliing themfelves and to

fwimming till the infortunate death ofone in the Ship called

St. Francifco, made them fuddenly leave off that fport.

The nearer we came to the main Land, the Sea abounds

with

i_
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with a monftrousHfa cdled by the Spamatdrfiburm. Some

miftake this Fifo for the taiman, or Crocodile, holding them

both for one •, and thinkingthat it isonly the Caiman otCro-

codile( by abufe called tiburón ) which devours mans neln,

a whole joint at abit in the water. But themiftake is grofs,

for the Caiman is plated all over with foells, whereas^the

Tiburón hath no (hells, but only like other great Sea Fifties,

hatha thick skin. The Caiman though the Indians eat of

it yet the Spaniard, hate it i who eat of the Tiburon s and

in our Ship catching one with a tridental Iron Fork and

haline him with a Cable Rope to the Ship fide, and^then

binding him withit, ( being as much as a dozen or hfteen

men could do to hoife him up into the Ship) we found him to

bea moft monftrous creature, twelve Ells longat lean, which

we Salted, and found likewife to eat HkeFleih, as hath been

faid of the Tortoti. Thiskind is as ravenoHS after mans fleih

as the Crocodile^nd many of them were to be feen in that

Sound ofMexico. <

. „,. r .

The Spaniards Bathing themfelves dayly by the Ships lide,

( where there is no fuch danger of the tiburón \ who ufeth

not to come too near the Ships ) one Mariner ofthe Ship caU

led St. Francifco being more venturous than the reft, and of-

fering to Swim from his Ship, to fee fome friends in another

not far ofT, chanced to be a moft unfortunate prey to one of

them who before any Boat could be fet out to help him,

was thrice feen to be pulled under water by the Monfter,who

had devoured a leg, an arm, and part of his (boulder ;
the

reft of the body was after found and taken up, and earned

to St. Francifco, and there buried in the form and manner

as hath been faid of our Frier John de la Cueva. they that

eo doxpntotbefeamJhipj,thefefee the work' ofthe Lord, and

bis venders in the deep, Ffalm 1 07. 2 3

»

2 4- Here theV ")»»

fee not only Whales but otherFiihes like Monfters mattering

ftrongand valiant men, with feveral fets of(harp, ftrong and

miahty teeth,devouring at one bit whole limbs with fleln and

bones together. This mifchance fadded all our Fleet for three

days, till it pleafed God to refreía our burning heat with a

eool and profperous wind, driving us out of that calm Sound,
r r which

*
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which OTwe had continued in it rajfh that exceifive heaf \
ttighthave prove moft unfound anJ unhealthy toour bodl,

about feven of the Clock, one ofour Friers faying Mafs an!aüthe people in the Ship kneeling to hear it/a"! to adorecheir bread God, one Mariner with a loud and fudden voi

«

cryeth out Tierra, fierra, Tierra, Land, Land, Land, whichrepyced the hearts ofall that were in the Ship as it fomedmore than their Mais, for leaving that, and their God uponthe Altar wnn the Prieft to eat him alone, they arofe fromhe* kn^o behold the Continent oíAmerica. Great was^epy ofall the Ships that day ; andgreat was the flaJEwhtcn our old Cal» made among his Fowls, f which hehad fpared formerly ) to Feaft tfJt day his Fiers Aboutten ofthe Clock the whole face ofthe Land wasvifibly ap-
parent and we with full Sail running to embrace it. Butour
wife Adm.nl knowing the danger oftheCoaft, and efpeci-
ally the dangerous entering into the Baven,by reafon of thetown. Rocks that lie about it, and are known only by Marksand Flags fet out to give allShips warning ofthem)Perceivin»that with the wmd wherewith we Sailed then,we Luid notcome till towards evening to the Port; and laftly, f£ar ing
left feme North-wind ( which is dangerous upon that Coaifand ordinary in the month ofSeptember ) ftould in the nightan e and endanger all our Ships upon the Rocks v he therefore'
taUed to Council all the Pilots, toknow whether it were beft
to keep on our Sailing with full Sail that day, with hopes to
get that day in good time into the Havener elfe with themwdleSaU only to draw near, that the next morning with
toore fecurity we might with the help ofBoats from Land be
guided in. 1 he refuit of the Council was not to venture that
day too near unto the Port, for fear ofbeing benighted, but
to pull down all but the middle Sail. The wind began to
calm, and our Ships to move flowly towards Land, andfowe continued till night. A double Watch was kept that
night in our Ship, and the Pilot was more Watchful himfelf
and more Careful than atothers times ; But Our Friers betook
tnemlelm to their reft i which continued not long for before

midnigh
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midnight the wind turned to thcNorth^whichcaufcd a fud-

den and general cry and uproar incurs, and all che other

Ships* Our Mariners came to the Friers, ufing almoft the

fame words of Jonah i . 6. What meaneft thou, O fleeptr ?

Anfe, call upon thy God, iffa he that God will thinly upon my

that we peri/h not. They changed the name ofGod into the

Bleffed Virgin Mary, in whom they feem to confide in fuch

occafions more than in God himfelf. Their fear was more
for the apprehenfion of danger by that kind ofwind, and of
what might happen,than for what as yet the wind threatned,

which was not ftrong nor boifterous 5 however hallowed Wax
Candles were lighted by the Friers, knees bowed to Maryt

tetanies and other Hymns and Prayers fung aloud unto her,

till towards the dawning of the day i when behold the North
wind ceafed, out wonted gale began to blow again, it being
Gods will and pleafure, and no effe& of the howling Friers

Prayers to Mary, who yet fuperfiitioufly to deceive the

fimple people, cryed our, Milagro, Milagro, Milagro, a
Miracle, a Miracle, a Miracle. By eight ofthe Cloch in the
morning we came to the fight of the hJüfes,and madefigns
for Boats to convey us into the Haven * which immediately
with great joy came out, and guided us one by one between
thofe Rocks, which make that Port as dangerous as any I have
difcovered in all my Travels both upon the North and South
Sea, Our Waits play

3
d mofi pleafantly, our Ordnance ia-

luted both Town and Fort over againft it, our hearts and
countenances reciprocally rejoyced j we caft our Anchors,
which yet were not enough to fecure our Ships in that moil
dangerous Haven, but further with Cable Ropes we fecured

them to Iron rings,whkh for that purpofe are faftned into the
Wall of the Fort, for fear of the ftrong and boifterous Nor-
thern winds. And thus welcoming one another to a new
World, many Boats waiting for us, we prefently went with
joy to let footing in America,

CHAP.
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Chap. VIIL

Of our Landing at Vera Crux, otkemife St. John'
de Ulhua, and of our entertainment there.

UPon the twelfth day of September , we happily arrived in

America in that famous Town called St.John de Vlhua^

otherwife Veta Crux * famous for that it was the firft begin-

ning of the famous Conqueft of that Valiant and ever re-

nowned Conqueror Hernando Cortez. Here firft was that

Noble and Generous refolaticn, that never heard ofPolicy,to

fink the Ships which had brought the firft Spaniards to that

Continent, greater than any of the othesr three parts of the

World,tothe intent that they might thinkof nothing but fuch

a Conqueft as after followed, being deftitute of the help of

their Ships, and without hopes evermore to return to Cuba^

Tacata^ or any ofthofe parts from whence they had come.

Here it Was that the firft five hundred Spaniards ftrengthned

themfelves againft millions of enemies, and againft the big-

geft fourth part of all the World. Here were the firft Magi-

strates, Judges, Aldermen, Officers ofjuftice named. The
proper name of the Town is St. John de Vlhua^ other-

wile called Vera Crux from the old Harbour and Haven

of Vera Crux* fix leagues from this, and fo called^ for

that upon good Friday it was firft difcovered. But the

old Vera Crux proving too dangerous an Harbour for Ships,

byreafon of rhe violence of the Northern winds, it was,

utterly forfaken by the Spaniards\ who removed to St. John

deVlbua^ where their Ships, found the firft fafe Road by

reafon of a Pvock, which is a firong defence againft the

winds. And becaufe the memory of the work of that

good Friday (hould never be forgotten, to St. John de Vlhua

they have added, the name alio of Vera Crux> taken from

that firft Haven which was difcovered upon good Friday^

Atino 15 19.
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As foon as we came to (bore,we found very folemn prepa-

rations for entertainment \ all the Town being reforted to the

Sea- fide, all the Pnefts and Canons ofthe Cathedral Church

all the Religious Orders of the feveral Convents ( which are

there Dominicans, Francifcans, Mercenaries, and Jefuits J
being in a readinefs with their Croffes born 6efore them, to

guide the new Viceroy ofMexico, in proceflion to the chief

Cathedral Church. The Friers and Jefuits were quicker in

going to land, than the great Don the Marquefs de Serralvo

and his Lady. Some ofthem kiffed the ground as holy in

their opinion, for the Converfion of thofe Indians to Chri-

ftianity, who before had wotíhípped idol?, and facrificed to

Devils \ others kneeled upon their knees making fliort prayers

fome to the Virgin Mar% others to fuch Saints as they beft

affe&ed i and fo betook themfelves to the places and nations

of thofe of their Profeffion. In the mean time, all the Gan-

nons playing both from Ships and Caflle, landed the Vice-

roy and his Lady, and all his Train, accompanied with Von

Martin de Carrillo the Vifitor-General for the fiiife between

the Count ofGelves the ¡aft Viceroy, and the Arch-biihopof

Mexico. The great Von and his Lady being placed under a

Canopy ofStafe5
began the 7e Veum to be fung,with much va-

riety ofmufical Inftruments,all marching in Proceflion to the

Cathedral, where with Lights of burning Lamps, Torches

and Wax-candies, was to the view of all, fet upon the High-

Altar their God of Bread h to whom all knees were bowed,

a Prayer of Thankfgiving fung, Holy water by a Prieft

fprinkled upon all the people, and laftly, a Mafs, with three

Pricfts, folemnly celebrated. This being ended, the Vice-

roy was attended on by the Chief High-Juftice, named Al-

calde Major, by the Officers ofthe Town, fome Judges fent

from Mexico vto that purpofe, and all the Souldiers of the

Ships and Town, unto his Lodging : The Friers likewife in

Proceflion, with their Crofs before them, were conduced to

their feveral Cloifters. Frier Calvo prefented his Dominicans

to the Prior ofthe Cloifter of St. Vominick^ who entertain-

ed us very lovingly with fome Sweet-meats, and every one

with a Cup of the Indian drink, called Cbocolattth whereof

E :: i
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I fhal! fpeak hereafter. This Refrefhment being ended, we
proceeded to a better, which was a mofl ftately Dinner both
of Fi(h and Fleíh j no Fowls were fpared, many Capons,
Turkey-Cocks and Hens were prodigally bviflied, to (hew
us the abundance and plenty of Provifion of that Country.

The Prior ofthis Cloifter was no Staid, Ancient Grey-headed

Man, fuch as ufually are made Superiours to govern young
and wanton Friers \ but he was a Gallant and Amorous
young Spark,who (as ive were there informed) had obtained

from his Superiour the Provincial Government of that Con-
vent, with a Bribe of a thoufahd Duckats. After Dinner

fee had feme ofus to his Chamber, where we obferved his

lightnefs, and little favour of Religion or Mortification in

him : We thought to have found in his Chamber fbme ftately

Library, which might tell us ofLearning and love of Study;

but we found not above a dozen old Books, landing in a

corner, covered with duft and cobwebs, as if they were

aihamed that the Treafure that lay hid in them, (hould be fo

much forgotten and undervalued > and the Guitarra (the

Spanish Lute ) preferred and fet above them. His Chamber

was richly drelTed and hung with many Pidures, and with

Hangings/ome made with Cotton-Wool!, others with va-

rious coloured Feathers of Mechoacan, his Tables covered

with Carpets of Silk » Cupboards adorned with feveral

iorts ofChina Cups and Dsíhes, ftored within with feveral

Painties of Sweet- meats and Confer ves.

This iight feemed to $he zealous Friers ofour Million moil

yain, and unbefeeminif a poor and Mendicant Frier \ to the

others, whofeend in coming from Spain to thofe parts was

Liberty, and Loofneft,and Covetouinefs of Riches this fight

was pleafing, and gave them great encouragement to enter

further into that Country^herefoon a Mendicant Lazarus

might become a proud and wealthy Vives. The difcouifc

of theyoungand light-headed Prior, was nothing but vain

boaftingof Himfelf, of his Birth, his parts, his favour with

the chiefSuperiour or Provinciate love which the beft La-

dies, the kicheft Merchants Wives of the Town bare unto him,

of his clear 2nd excellent Voice,and great dexterity inMufick

thereof
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whereof he prefently gave us a tañe, tuning hisGuktam?

and finging to us fome Verfes (as he faid^of his own compo-

fing)fome lovely ^m¿r}>Kí,addingfcandal tofcanc!a!,loofnefs

to liberty i which it grieved fome of us to fee in a Superiour,

who ihould have taught with words, and in his Life and

Gonverfation, examples of Repentance and Mortification.

No fooner were our Senfes of Hearing delighted well with

Mufick, our Sight with the objeóts of Gotten- Wool, Silk

and Feather- works, but prefently our Prior caufed to bs

brought forth of all his flore of Dainties, fuch variety as

might likewife reliih well and delight our Senfe of Tailing.

Thus as we were truly tranfported from Europe to America,

fo the World feemed truly to be altered, our Senfes changed

from what they were the night ^nd day before,when we heard

the hideous noife of the Mariners, hoiiiog up Sails '<> when
we faw the Deep, and Monftm of it > when we tafted the

fiinking water j when we fmek the Tar and Pitch ; But here

we beard a quivering and trembling Voice, and ínñrument

well tuned, we beheld Wealth and Riches, we tafted what
wasfweet,and in the Sweet meats fmek the Musk and Givet>

wherewith that Epicurean Piior had feafoned his Conferves,

Here we broke up our Dtfcouríe and paftimes, defirousto

walkabroad and take a view of the Town, having no more

time than that and the next day to ftay in it. We compaffed

it round that afternoon *, and found the fituation of it to be

fandy, except on the South-weft iide, where it is Mooriih

ground, and full offtanding Bogs ;> which with the great

heats that are there, caufe it to be a very unhealthy place :

The number of Inhabitants may be three thoufand, and

amongft them fome very rich Merchants, fome worth two
hundred, fome three hundred,and fome four hundred thou-

find Duckats, Of the Buildings little we obferved,for they

aie all, both Houfes, Churches and Cloifters, built with

Boards and Timber, the Walls ofthericheft mans Houfe be-

ing made but of boards, which with the impetuous Windsi

fiom the North, hath been the caufe that many times the

Town hath been for the mod part of it burnt down to the

ground.- Ths great Trading from Memo, and by Mexico

E 2 fro m
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5*
from ihcEaft India*s¡ fiom 5p#f#, (tomCuba^ St. Domingo,

Jucatan, Poriobello^ and by PortobeHo from Pera, from C&r-

f*g«i*, and all the Iflands Iffing upon the North-Sea, and

by the River Alvarado going up to Zapotecos, St. Ildefonfo,

and towards Guaxaca, and by the River Grijaval, running

up to Tabafco, Los Zeques and Chiapa de Indios, maketh this

little Town very rich, and to abound with all the Commo-
dities of the Continent Land, and of all the Eafi and íTe/í-

Indias Treafures, The unhealthinef* of the place is the rea-

fon of the paucity of Inhabitants, and the paucity of them,

together with the rich Trading and Commerce, the Reafons

that the Merchants therein are extraordinary rich \ who yet

might have been far richer, had not the Town been fo often

fired, and they in the fire had great lofll-s. All the ftrength

of this Town is firft the hard and dangerous entrance into

the Haven ; and fecondly, a Rock which lieth before the

Town, lefs than a Musket (hot off^ upon which is built a

Caftle, and in the Caftle a flight Garifon of Souldiers. In

the Town thac is neither Fort nor Caftle, nor fcarce any

people of Warlike minds,. The Rock snd Caftle are as a

Wal!
3
Defence and Incloíiueto che Haven, which otherwife

lieth wide open to the Ocean, and to the Northern Winds.
No Ship dares caft Anchor within the Haven, but only under

the Rock and Caftle, and yet not fure enough fo with An-
chors, except with Cables alfo they be bounded fanned to

Rings of Iron/for that purpofe, to the tide ofthe Rock ¿ from
whence fometimesit hath happned, that Ships floating with

the ftream too much on one fide the Rock, have been driven

off and caft upon the other Rocks, or out to the Ocean, the

Cables of their Anchors,and thofe wherewith they have been

fanned to the Caftle, being broken with the force of the

Winds. This happned to one ofour Ships the firft night af-

ter we landed * who were hapy that we were not then at

Sea: For there arofe fuch aftorm and tempeft from the

North, that it quite broke the Cables of one Ship, and drove

it out to the main Sea,and we thought it would have blown
anddrovenusoutofourbeds after if, for the flight boarded

Houfes did fo totter and ihake, that we'expc&ed every hour

when
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when they would fall upon our heads. We had that night

enough of St. John de Vlhua, and little reft, {hough feaiitd

as well at Supper as at Dinner by our vain boafting Prior,

who before we went to bed, had caufed all our feet to be

waihed, that now in éafier beds than for above two months

together the ftrait and narrow Cabins ofthe Ship had allow-

ed us, our fleep might be more quiet, and more nourishing

to our bodies j but the whittling Winds, and tottering

Chambers,which made our Beds uneafie Cradles to us,caufed

us to flie from our reft at midnight,and with our bare (though

waihed) feet, to feek the dirty Yard for fafer iheker. in

the morning the Friers of the Cloifter, who were acquainted

with thofe Winds and Storms, laughed at our feariulncfs *

affuring us, that they never flept better, than when their

Beds were rocked with fuch like blafts. But that nights Af-

frightment made us weary already ofour good and kind En-

tertainment : We defired to remove from the Sea-fide \ which

our Superiour Calvo yielded to,not tor our fears fake fo much
as for his fear, left with eating too much of the Fruits ofthat

Country, and drinking after them too greedily of the Wa-
ter, ( which caufed dangerous Fluxes, and hafteneth death

to thofe that newly come from Spain to thofe parts) we
(bould fall fick, and die there, as hundreds did after

our departure, for want of temperance in the ufe of thofe

Fruits, which before they had never feen or eaten. Thirty

Mules were ready for us, which had been brought a purpofe

from Mexico^ and had waited for us in St, John de Vlhua

fix days before ever the Fleet arrived. Calvo that day bu-

fied himfelfaihip board, in fending to (hore our Chefts,and

fuch provifion as had been left of Wines, and Bisket, Gam-
mons of Bacon, and falced Beef s whereof there was fome
ftore, befides a dozen Hens, and three Sheep y which was
much wondered at, that fo much ftiould be left, after fo

fong a Voyage, in the mean time we vifited our Friends,

and took our leaves of them in the forenoon > and after

Dinner feats were prepared for us in the Cathedral Church
to fit and fee a Comedy aób¿d> which had been on purpofe

ftudiedand prepared by the Town, for ijie Entertainment

E 3 of
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of the new Viceroy of Mexico» Thus two days onely we
abode in St. John deVlhua, and fo departed.

Chap, K
Of our Journeyfrom Sn John de Ulhua to Mexico 5

and of the mojí remarkahle Towns and tillages

• in the way.

'Pon. the 1 4* ¿ay of September we left the Town and

„ _ Port of St. Johnde Vlhtia, entring into the Road to

Mexico \ which we found the fir ft three or four leagues to

be very fandy, as wide and open as is our Road fjrem Lon-

don to St. Albans* The fii ft Indians we met with, was at

the old Vera Crux, a Town feated by the Sea-fide, which the

Spaniards that firft conqueied that Country, thought to

have made their chief" Harbour; But afterwards, by reafon

of the fmall (belter they found in it for their Ships againft

the North "Winds, they left it, and removed to St. John as

Vihua. Here we began to difcover the power of the Priefts

and Friers ora the poor hdians^zná their fubjefiions and

obedience unto them. The Prior of St. John de Vlhua had

writ a Letter unco them the day before cf our paffing that

way, charging them to meet us in the way, and to welcome

us into chofe parts \ which was by the poofIndians gallantly

performed ••> for two miles before we came ro the Town,tfcere

met us on Horfe-back feme twenty ofthe chief oí the Town,
prefenting unto every one of usa Nofegay of Flowers- > who
rid before us a Bow-íhot, till we met with more company

on foot, to wit* the Trumpeters, the Waits \ (who found-

ed pleafantly all the way before us) the Officers of the

Church, fuch as here we call Church- wardens, though more

in number, according to the many Sodalities or Confrater-

nities of Saints whom they ferve : ThcftJikcwife prefenfed to

each of us a Mofé gay. Next met us the^Skiging-men
1 and

Boys, all die Queritfcrs, who foftly and kifurely walked

before

W
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before us fwging, Te Vmm lauiamus, till we came to the

mida of the Town, where were two great Elm-trees, the

chief Market place*, there was fet up an long Arbour with

green Bows, and a Table ready furniihed with Boxes of

Conferves,and other Sweet-meats, and Diet-bread, to pre-

pare our ftomachs for a Gup of Chocolatte* which whtltf it

wasfeafoning with the hot-water and fugar, the chief In-

dians and Officers of the Town made a Speech unto us,

having firit kneeled down and kiffed our hands one by one :

They welcomed us into their Country, calling us the Apor

flies of Jtfus Chriil, thanked us for that we had left our

own Country, our Friends, our Fathers and Mothers, tor

to fave their Souls : They told us, they honoured us as Gods

upon Earth i and many iuch Complements they uied till

our Chocolatte was brought. We refreihed our fdves for

the fpace ofan hour, and gave htarty thanks to the Indians

for their kind refpe&s unto us * affuring them, that nothing

was more dear unto us in this World than their Souls, which

that we might fave, we regarded not Sea nor Land.dangers

not the inhumane Cruelties ofbarbarous and (wage Indians

( who as yet had no knowledge of the true God /no, nor

our own lives.
:

. „

And thus we took our leaves, giving unto the chief ot

them fome Beads, fome Medals, fome Croffes of Brafs, fome

AgnusVet, fome Reliqucs brought from Spain, and to every

one of the Town an indulgence of forty years ( which the

Pope had granted unto us,to beftow where, and upon whom,

and as often as we would ) wherewith we began to blind that

limpie people with ignorant,erroneous and popiih Principles,

As we went out of the Arbour to rake our Mules, behold the

Market-place was full oí Indian men and women >who as

they faw us ready to depart, kneeled upon the ground, as

adoring us for a bkffing {, which as we rid along, we beftow-

cA upon them with lifted up hands on high, making over

them the fign ofthe Crofs. And this fubmiflion ofthe poor

Indians unto the Priefis in thofe parts jthis vain-glory in ad-

mitting fuch ceremonious Entertainment and Publick Wor-

(hip from them, didfo pufF up fome vf our young Friers

E* f hearts^

1
i
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hearts tliat already they thought therofelves better than the

beftBiihops in $pain> who though proud enough, yet never

travel there with fuch publick Acclamations as we did. The
Waits and Trumpets founded again before us, and the chief

ofthe Town conducted us a mile forward, and fo took their

leaves. The firfi two'days we lodged bur in poor fmall Indian

Towns, among whom we flill found kind Entertainment,

and good ííore of Provifion, efpecially of Hens, Capons,
Turkeys, and feveral fots of Fruits. The third day at night

we came to a great Town, confiding ofnear two thoufand

Inhabitants,fome Spaniards.lomc Indians\cu\edyXalapa de la

Vera Crux, This Town in the year, 1654. was made a new
Biihops See( the Bifnoprick of the City, called La Puebla de

los AngehsJQÚng divided into two) and this being not above
the third part of it, is thought to be worth Ten thoufand

Duckats a year. It ftands in a very fertile Soil for Indian

Wheat, called Maiz, and fome Spanljh Wheat. There are,

many Towns about it of Indians » but what makes it rich

, are the many Farms of Sugar, and fome which they call

Ejlantia\r,nch Farms for breeding ofMules and Cattel * and
likewife fume Farms oiCocbiml. In this Town there is but
one great Church, and an inftriourChappel, both belonging

to- a Cloiftcr of Franciican Friers, wherein we were lodged
that night, and the next day, being the Lord's Day. Though
the Revenues of this Gloifter be great, yet it maintains not
above halfa dozen Friers, where twenty might be plentifully

maintained > that fo thofé few Lubbers might be more abun-
dantly and like Epicures, fed and nourifhed. The Supe-
riour or Gusrdian of this Ckxfter, was no lefs vain than the

Prior of St. John de Vlhua ; and though he were not of our
Prefcffion, yet he welcomed us with irately Entertainment.

Here, and ^hereioever farther we travelled, we ftill found in

the Piiefts and Friers loofnefs of life,and their ways and
proceedings contrary to the ways oftheh profeffion,fwornto

by a folemn Vow and Covenant. This Order efpecially ofthe
Mendicant Francifcan Friers voweth ( befides Ghatfity and
Obedience ) Poverty more íhióHy to be obferved, than any
pthcy Order ofthe Romijh Church * for their Clothing ought

-

'
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to becourie Sack-cloth*, their Girdles made of Hemp, fliould

be no finer than ftrong Halters \ their Shirts ihould be but

Woollen, their Legs fliould know no ftockings,thdr Feet no
(hoes, but at the moft and beft either wooden clogs or fan-

dais of Hemp, their hands and fingers ihould not fo much as

touch any mony, nor they have the ufe, or poiTcffion,or pro-

priety ofany, nor their journeys be made eafie with the help

ofHorfes to carry them, but painfully they ought to travel on
foot s and the breach of any ofthefe they acknowledge to be

a deadly and mortal fin, with the guilt ofa high Soul»damn-
ing, and Soul-curfing Excommunication. Yet for all thefe

Bonds and Obligations, thofe wretched Imps live in thofc

parts, as though they had never vowed unto the Lord, (hew-

ing in their lives, that they have vowed what they are not

able to preform. It was to us a ftrange and kaodalous fight,

to fee here in Xalappa a Frier of the Cloifter riding with his

Lackey-boy by his fide,upon a goodly Gelding (having gone

but to the Towns end, as we were informed, to hear a dying

man's Confeffion) with his long Habit tucked up to his Girdle

making (hew of a fine filk Orange-colour Stockin upon his

legs, and neat Cordovan (hoes upon his foot, with a fine

Holland pair of Drawers, with a Lace three inches broad at

knee. This fight made us willing: to pry further into this

and the other Friers carriages, under whole broad fleeves we
could perceive their Doublets quilty with (ilk, and at their

wrifts the Laces of their Holland fliirts. fn their talk we
could difcern no Mortification, but mere vanity and world-
linefs. After Supper, fome ofthem began to talk ofcarding
and dicing ; They challenged us that were but new comers
to thofe parts, to a Primera * which though moft of ours re-

fufed, fome for want ofmoney, fome for ignorance of that

Game, yet at laft, with much ado, they got two of our
Friers to joyn with two of theirs <> fo the Cards were hand-
fomely (huffled, the vies and revies were doubled, Lofs made
fome hot and blind with paffion h Gain made others eager and
covetous; And thus was that Religious Cloifter made all

night a Gaming houfe ; and fworn Religious Poverty,turnied

into profane and worldly Govetoufnefs, We that beheld fom
part;

^
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part of the night the Game, found enough to obferve: for
the more the fport increafed, fcandals to the fport were
added, both by drinking, and fwearing that common Oath
Voto a Chrifto, Voto a Dios h and alfo by fcoffing and jearing

at the religious Vows of Poverty, which they had vowed »

for one of the Francifcans, though formerly he had touched
money, and with his fingers had laid it to the flake on the
Table*, yet fornetimes to make the Company laugh, ifhe
had chanced to win a double vie (and fornetimes the vies and
revies went round oftwenty Patacons ) then would he take
the end ofone ileeve ofhis Habit, and open wide the other
broad ileeve, and fo with his ileeve fweep the money into his

other fleeve, faying, I have vowed not to touch mony, nor to

hgepany^ I meant then a natural Contaü of it* but my
fieeve may touch ¿f, and my fleeve my keep it : Shewing with
feoffs siid jells of his lips, what Religion was in his heart,

My ears tingled with hearing fuch Oaths, my tongue would
have uttered forne words ofReproof, but that I confidered

gBf felf a Gueft and a firanger in a ftrange Houíe > and that

If I ihould fay, any thing it would do no good : So filently

I departed to my red, leaving the Gamefiers, who continued
jtillSun-rifing; and in the morning i was informed, that the

íeftíngFrier, that rather roaring Boy,than Religious Francif-

canr fitter for Sardanapalm* or Epicurus his School, than to

live in a Cloifier, had loft fourfcore and odd Patacons > his

fleeve it feems refuiing to keep for him what he had vowed
reverto poffefs. Here I began to find out by expedente of

thefe Francifcans, that Liberty and Loofnefe of life it was
that brought yearly fo many Friers and Jefuiis from Spain

to fhofe parts, rather than zeal of preaching the Gofpel, and

converting Souls to Ghrift i which indeed being an ad of

higheft Charity, they make a fpecial Badge ofthe truth of

their Religion: But the loofnefs oí their Lives iheweth evi-

dently, that the love ofMony ?
Vain-glory, oí Power and Au-

thority over the poor Indians^ is their end and aim, more than

any love of God.
From Xalappa we went to a place, called by the Spaniards

La Rinconada, which is no Town nor Village, and therefore

not

m
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not worth mentioning in fuch a Road as now I am in

*

9 yet

as famous in two things, it muft not be omitted amongft

greater places. This place ftands fo far from any other Town
that Travellers can fcarce make their journeys without either

baiting there at noon, or lying there at night, or declining

three or four miles out of the Road to (orne Indians Town.

It is no more than one Houfe, which the Spaniards call Vtnu%

or as cur Englijb, Inn, feated in the comer of a low Valley,

which is the hotteft place from St. Jobnde Vlhua to Mexico:

About it are the beft Springs and Fountain?» in all the Road >

and the Water, though warm with the heat or the Sun, yet

as fweet as any Milk. The Inn-keepers knowing well fh€

Spaniards heat, that it feeks cool and reíreíhing dxink
5
have

fpecial care fo to lay in Water in great earthen Vcflcls^ which

they fet upon a moift and wateriih Sand, that it is fo cold,

that it maketh the teeth to chatter. This fweemeis, and

coolnefs together of that Water in fo hot and fcovchiog a

Country, was to us a wonder, who could find no other Re-

freihment from that extraordinary heat. Betide, our Pro-

vifions here of Beef, Mutton,Kid,Hens, Turkeys, Rabbets,

Fowls, and efpecially Quails, "was fo plentiful and cheap,

that we were aftonifhed at it. The Valley and Country

about it is very rich and fertile, full of S/>¿?a¿/& Farms of -

Sugar and Cochinih Spanijh and Indian Wheat. But what '.

makethime more efpecially remember this Vcnta^ or Inn, is,

for that though Art and Experience of man have found a

way to provide for Travellers in fo hot a place, cool, and re-

freihing Water, and God hath given it the fweetnefs of Milk*

a.nd to the place fuch abundance of Provifion \ yet all this in

the day only is comfortable and pleafant \ but in the night the

Spaniards call it Cumfites en infierno, that is to fay, Comfits in

Hell > for not only the heat is fo extraordinary, that it is im-

poffible to be feeding without wiping away the continual

fweat of the face, whofe drops from the brows, are always

ready to blind our eyes, and to fill with fauce our diíhcs S but

the fwarms ofGnats are fuch, that waking and fleeping no
device ofman is able to keep them off. True it is, mofi cf
us had our Pavilions which we carried with i*s

;
to hang about

and
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and over our beds, but thefe could not defend us frormhat
piercing and flinging Vermine, which like Egypts Plague of
Frogs, would be fure to be in every place, and through our
Curtains to come upon our very beds. Yet in the day they
are not * but juft at Sun-fetting they begin to fwarm about
and at Sun-rifiog away they go. After a moil tedious and
troublefome night, we found the rifing of the Sun had
difperfed and baniihed them away,we thought it beft for us to
flee away from that place with them ', and fo from thence
early we departed to a Town as pleafantand fertil,and aboun-
ing with Provifion as this Rinconada, and from fuch
bufie Guefls, and individual Mates and Companions, as the
night before had intruded themfelves upon us.

The next night we got toa Town called Segura, inhabit-
ed both by Indians and Spaniards, confining of about a
thoufand inhabitants : Here again, without any charges, we
were ftately entertained by Francifcan Friers, as light and
vain glorious as thofe oiXalappa. This Town had its tirft

beginning and foundation by Hernando Cortez, and its cal-

led Segura de la frontera, being built up by him for * Fron-
tier Town, to tecure the Spaniards that came from St; John
de Vlbua to Mexico, againft the Culhuacans and people of7e-
pacacjvho were allied to the Mexicans&nd fo much annoyed
the Spaniards. But what moft incenfed Cortez was,that af-

tei his firii repulfe from Mexico, the Indians infulting over
him and the reft of his Company, who they heard had
been dangeroufly wounded, and were retired to JlaxcaHan
to recover and ftrengihen themfelves;, the two TownsfiulhfM
and lepeacac, then in League with the Mexicans againft

Cortez and the Town ofTlaxcatian, lying in wait for the Spa-
niards, took twelve ofthem, and facrified them alive to their

Idols, and eat their fldh, Whereupon Cortez deiired

Máxixca a chief Captain oí 'tlaxcallan, and divers other

Gentlemen ofthat Town
i
to go with him^and ro help him to

be avenged of the people oifepeacac, for the cruelty ufed to

twelve of his Spaniards; and for the daily and great hurt
they alfo did tothe Inhabitants of Ilaxcahn, with the help

of their allied Friends the Culbm cans and Mexicans. Maxix*

ca.
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ca and the chief cf 7laxcaVan forthwith entred into coun-

fel with the States and Commonalty of the Town, and there

determined with general confent,to give unto him forty thou-

fand fighting men, befides many Tamemez, who are foot

Carriers, to bear the Baggage, Vidual, and other things.

With this numble oiTlaxcartecas% his own men and Hories,

Cortez went to Tepeacac, requiring them, in fatisfadiion oí

the death of, the twelve Chriftians, that they ihouldnow

vield themfelves to the obedience of the Emperor and King

of Spain his Matter ; and hereafter never more to receive any

Mexican into their Town or Hcufea, neither yet any of the

Province oiCalhua. The Tepeacacs anfwered, that they had

flain the Spaniards for juft and good caufe h which was, that

being time ofWar,they prefumed to pafs through their Coun-
try by force without their will and licenfe. And alfo,tha!the

Mexicans and Oúfatacans were their Friends and Lords,

whom alway they would friendly entertain within their

Town and Houfes, refufing utterly their oifer and requeft j

protefting to give no obedience: to whom they knew not,will-

ing them therefore to return incontentco 1laxcaHan
y
ex-

cept they had a defire to end their weary days, and to be fa-

crificed and eaten up as their twelve Friends had been.

Cortez yet invited them many times with peace •-> and feeing

it prevailed not,he began his Wars in earned The Tepeacacs,

with the favour of the Culbmcans^ were brave and lufty,and

began to flop and defend the Spaniards entrance into their

Towns, And being many in number, with divers valiant

men among them, began to skirmiih fundry times: But at

the end they were overthrown, and many flain, without kil-

ling any Spaniards¿\Ú\ough many of Tlaxcalteas were killed

that day. The Lords and principal Perfons of Tepeacac fee-

ing their overthiow,and that their flrength could not prevail,

yielded themfelves unto Cortez for Vaflals of the Emperor ^

with condition, to baniíh for ever their allied Friends ofQ*/-

hm \ and that he íhould puniíh and corred, at his will and
pleafure, all thofe which wereoccafion of the death of the

twelve Spaniards. For which caufes and obfiinacy, at thefirft

Cortez judged by his Sentence, that all the Towns which had

been
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been privy to theMurther;ihould for ever remain Captives

and Slave : Others affirm,that he overcame them without any
condition» and corrected them for their difobedience, being
Sodomites, idolaters, and eaters ofmans flefh,and chiefly for

example of all others. And in concluiion,they were condemn-
ed, for Slaves \ and within twenty days that thefe Wars laft*

ed, he pacified all that Province, which is very great» he
drave from thence the Culbuacans, he threw down the Idols,

and the chief perfons obeyM him. And for more affa-

ranee, he built there this Town, naming it Soguta dela
Frontera^ appointing all Officers for the purpofe, whereby the
Chriiiiansand Strangers might pais without danger fromVe-
ra Cruz to Mtxho. This Town likewife

3
as all the red from

St. John de Vlhua to Mexico^ is very plentiful of Provifion,

and many forts of Fruits, namely, Flammes, Sapotes^ and
Cbko'fapotteS) which have within, a great black kernel as big

as our Horfe-plum > tjhs fruit it fdf is as red within as Scar-

let, as fweetas Honey, but the Cbicofapotte is left, and fome
of them sed, fome brown coloured, and fo juicy, that at the

eating, the juice, like drops of honey, falls from them and
fhefmeli is like unto a baked Pear. Here likewife werepre-
fented unto us Clufters of Grapes as fair as any in Spain^

which were welcome unto us,for that we had feen none fince

tve came from Spain * and we faw by them, that the Coun-*

try thereabouts would be very fit for Vineyards, if the King
oí Spain would grant the planting of Vines in thofe parts*

which often he hath refufed to do, left the Vineyards there

Ihould hinder the Trading and Trafick between Spain and
thofe parts, which certainly had they but Wine, needed not

any commerce with Span. This Town is of a more tem-
perate Climate than any other from Vera Crux xo Mexico^

and the people who formerly had been eaters ofmans fleih,

now as civil and politick, as loving and courteous as any in

the Road. From whence we declined a little out ofour way
more Weftward ( the Road being North-weftward ) only to

fee that famous Town of tlaxcallan^ whofe Inhabitants

joyned with Cortez^ and we may fay, were the chief Inftru-

ments of that great and unparalleled Gonaueft.-

CHAP,
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Chap. X.

Wherein is fet doren the eftate and condition of the

great Town of Tlaxcalian, when the firfl Sparfi-

ards entred the Empire ofMexico : Gortcz his

firfl encounter with the Tlaxcaltaca's, their League

with him, with a Defcription of the Town; and of

the eftate and condition ofit now.

TLaxcaUan being worth all the reft ofthe Towns and

Villages between St, John de V)kua and Mexico,!

thought it not fit to parallel it with the others, in naming it

briefly, and pairing by it as a Traveller ^but rather I judged

it convenient and befeeming my prefent Hiflory.to record to

pofterityjwith one whole Chapter,the greatnefs of it, and the

valcar ofits Inhabitants.from the Conqueft of America made
by Hernando Cortez- Who being upon his march to Mexico,

and having arrived to Zachtan, and being informed that the

Tlaxcaltecas were men of Valour, and Enemies to Monte*

zuma the Emperor of Mexico, thought it his beft policy to

}oyn with them againft the Mexicans.

Whereupon he difpatched unto them four Indians of^
Town called Ztmpaüan, as Ambaffadors to accquaint them
of his coming into thofe parts, and of his defire to vifit their

Town, not for any harm he intended to them, but rather fo*

their good. TheTlaxcaltaca** fearing Cortez, and judging

him a friend oí Montezuma, becaufe upon his way to vifie

him* and having heard of the many coftlyprefents which
the Emperor had fent unto him, they refolved to refill his

coming, and to fend him no Anfvver to his Ambaflige j but

took the four Meiiengers which he had fent, and imprifoned

them, minding to ficrifice them unto their Gods as Spies.

Cortez feeing the long tarrying of the Meflengers, departed

from ZacktM) without any intelligence from tlaxcaVan*

His
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His Camp had nor marched much after their departure from
that place, but they came to a great circuit of (tone made
without lime or morter, being ofa fathom and a half high,

and twenty foot broad,, with loop holes to (hoot ar. This
Wall croffed over a whole Valley, from one Mountain to

another, and but one only entrance or gate, in the which the

one Wall doubled againft (he other, and the way there was
forty paces road, in fuch fort, that it was an evil and pe-

rilous paffage, if any had been there to defend it. Cortez

demanded thecaufe oí that circuit, and who had built it ..

The Indians that went with him, told him^ that it was but a

divifion from their Country and Tlaxcallan and that their

Ancefiors had made the fame tod ifturb the entrance of the

Tlaxcaltacas in the time ofWar, who came to rob and mur-
ther them, becaufe of the Friendíhip betwixt them and Afo/j-

tezmna? whofe Veílcls they wrre. That iirange and coftly

Wall feemed a thingoi great májefty to the Spaniards, and
more fperfluous than profitable, yet they íufpedtéd that

the T'lazcaltecas were valiant Waniers, who had fuch a de-

fence made againft them. But Cortezfetúng all fear slide,

with three hundred Soldiers on a rank, entred the way in

the Wall, and proceeded in good order all the way for-

wards, carrying the Ordnance ready charged, and he him-

felf the Leader of all his Army, and fometirnes he would

be half a league befor them, to difcover and to make the way
plain. And having gone the fpace of three leagues from

that circuit > he commanded his Foot- men to make hafte,

becaufe it was fomewhat late, and he with his Horfemen,

went to defay the way forwards, whoafcending up a hill

two of the formón Horfe-menmet with fifteen Indians arm-

ed with Swords and Tragets, an* Tuffs of Feathers, which

they ufed to wear in the War. Thefe fifteen being Spies,

when they faw the Horfemen, began to fiie with fear, or

elfe to give advice. But Cortez approaching with other

three Horfemen, called to them to flay*- which they

by no means would harken unto í till fix more Horie-

nnen ran after them, and overtook them. The Indians then

)oyoing all together with determination rather to die i! an

to
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to yield, (hewing to the Spaniards figns to ftand Ail!. But

the Horfemen coming to lay hands upon them i they prepared

themfelves to Battel, and fought, defending themíelves for a

while. In this fight the Indians flew two of their Horfcs,

and ( as the Spaniards do witnefs ) at two bows they cut off

a Horfe's Head, bridle and all Then came the refl of the

Horfemen, the Arrny alio of the Indians approached, for

there were in fight near five thoufand ofchemin good or*

der, to füecour their fifteen fighting men ;> but they came

too hte for that pu-rpofe, for tliey were all flain by the Spa»

nijh fury,becaufc they would not render themfelves in time,

and had killed two of their Horfes. Yet norwithflandirg

their fellows fought, till they fpied the Spánifh Army

coming, and the Ordnance, then they returned, leaving the

field to the Spaniards, whole Hoifemen followed them, and

flew about feventy of them, without receiving any hurt.

With this the Indians perceiving the great advantage which

the Spaniards had againft them wich their Horfcs, and mean-

ing to come upon them fubtilly with a more powerful Ar-

my, that they might the better deceive and delude them,

they fent unto Cortez two of the four .Meffcngcrs vfhich had

been fent unto them, with other Indians, faying, that «hey

fyf tlaxcäVan knew nothing of the things that had happen.

ed, certifying likewife that Chofe with whom he had fought,

were of other Communities, and not of their Jurifdi&io ¿

being forrowful for that which had paffed > and forasmuch

asithapned in their journey, they would willingly pay for

the two Hoifes which were fhin, praying them to come in

good time to their Town, who would gladly receive them,

and enter into their League of Friendship, becaufe they

feemed to 6e valiant men: But al! this was a feigned and a

falfe meffage. Yet Cortez believed them, and gave them

thanks for their courtefie and good will ; and that according

to their tcqueft he would go unto their Town, and accept

their Fúendíhip. And touching the death of his Hoiks,

he required nothing, for that within ibort time he expect-

ed many more ; yet forrowful he was, not fo much for the

want of them, as that the Indians Ihould think that «cries

£T CCUii
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could die, oí be (lain. Cortez proceeded forwards about

two leagues, where the Horfes were kild, although it was
almoft Sun-let, and his men wearied, having travelled far

that day. He planted his Army by a River fide, remaining

all that night with good watch both ofFoot-men and Horfe-

men, fearing fome affault > but there was no attempt given

that night. The next morning at Sun-rifing, Cortez de-

parted with his Army in good order, and in themidft of

them went the Fardage and Artillery i and after a little

marching, they met with the other two Meffengers whom
they had fent from Zaclotan : They came with pitiful cries

exclaiming ofthe Captains of the power of Tlaxcallan, who
had bound them and detained them from returning j but

with good fortune that night they had broke loofe, and
dcaped i for otherwife in the morning following, they had
been facrificed to the God ofVi&ory, and after the Sacrifice

they had been eaten for a good beginning of the Wars *, the

'tlaxcaltecas proteítungto do the like to the bearded men (for

fo they termed the Spaniards) and toas many as came with

thtm, They had no fooner told their tale, when there ap-

peared behind a little hill, about a thoufand Indians^ very

well appointed after their faihion, and came with fuch a

marvellous noife and cry, as though their voices fhould have

pierced the Heavens i hutlingat the Spaniards Stones, Darts,

andChot with Bows and Arrows. Cortez made many to-

kens of peace unto them, and by his Interpreters defired

them to leave! the .Battel But fo much the more as he in-

creaied For peace,the more hafty and earneft were they.think-

ing either to overcome them/>r elfe to hold them play,tothe

intent that the Spaniards (Iiould follow them to a certain Am-
bu(h that was prepared for tbem,ofmore than fourfcore thou-

fand men. Here the Spaniards began to ceafe from words.

and to lay hands uporrthdr weapon? *, for that company of a

thoufand were as many as on the Spaniards fide were righting

men } though they were well pra&ifed in the Wars, vesy va-

liant, and alfo pitched in a better place for fight. This Bat-

tel endured certain hours, and at the end the Indians being

either wearied, or elfe meaning to fake the Spaniards in the

~ fnare

mn
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fnare appointed, began toflie towards the main Battel, not
as overcome,but to joyn with their own fide. The Spaniards

being hot in che fight and flauhgtcr^which was not little, fol-

lowed them with all their fardage,and unawares fell into the

Ambuih, among an infinite number of Indians armed » they

ftayed not*becaufe they would not put themfelves out oforder

but paffed through their Camp with great haite and fear*

The Indians began to fet upon the Spanifh Horfe-men,think~

ing to have taken their Lances from them, their courage was
fo itout ; Many of the Spaniards had there periled, had it

not been for their Indian Friends, who had come with thee!

from Zempoaltan and Zadotm» Likewife the courage of

Cortez did much animate them *, for although he led his Ar-
my, making way, yet divers times he turned him back to

place his men in order, and to comfort them, and at length-

came out of that dangerous Way and Ambuih, where the

Horfes might help, and the Ordnance ftand in ñead \ which
two thing did greatly annoy the Indians to theii great won-
der and marvel, and at the fight thereofbegan co flie. fri

both Encounters remained many Indians flain and wound-
ed, and of the Spaniards fome were hurt, but none kild,

vvho gave moft hearty thanks unto God for their delivery

from fo great a multitude as were fourfcore thoufarid, againff.

one thoufand only of Indians and Spaniards joynect toge-

ther. The Indians of Zempoalfan and Zaclotan did play the

valiant men that day, wherefore Cortez honoured them with
hearty thanks. Then they went to pitch their Camp in a

Village called Teoocazinco, where was a little Tower and -&

Temple, and there fo* tified themfelves. The night follow-

ing the S/w«¿r¿/ flept not quietly, with fear ofa third fnva-

fion of the Jlaxcalteea's. As foon as it was day, Cortez fent

to the Captains of Tlaxcallan, to require them to peace and
friendihip,willingthem quietly to fuffer them to pals through
their Country to Mexico^ fot that they meant them no hurt^

but rather good will. The anftver of the Captains oiilax-
callan was that the next day they would come and táttft with
him, and declare their minds. Cortez was well prepared

that night s for the anfwei liked him nof
5
bin rather feem-*
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ed brave, and a mattes determined to be done, as fome had

told him( whom he took Prifoners) who likewife certified

that the llaxcalmis were joyned together, to the number

ofa hundred and rifty thoufand men to give battel the next

day following, and to fwallow up alive the Spaniards whom

fo mortally they did hate, thinking them to be friends un-

to the Emperor Montezuma, unto whom they wilhed all

evil and mifchief. Their intent was therefore with all their

whole power to apprehend the bearded men, and to make ot

them a more folemn Sacrifice unto their Gods than at any

time they had done, with a general Banquet of their tteln,

which they called Ce/f/iw/. ./'.-: j~ _ ¿,
The Captains of Tlaxcallan divided their Soldiers into

four Battels, the one to tepeticpac, another to Ocotdulco,

the third to lizatlan, and the fourth to gutabmztlaHj,

that is to fay, the men of the Mountains, the men or the

Lime-pits, the men of the Pine-trees, and the Watermen

:

All thefe four forts of men did make the Body of the Com-

monwealth of Jlaxcailan, and commanded both in time ot

War and Peace. Every ofthefe Captains had his )üft por-

tion or number ofWarriors, but the General ofall the whole

Army was called Xkotmcatk who was of the Lime-pits ;

and he had the Standard of the Commonwealth, which is a

Crane ofGold with his wings fpread,adorned with Emeralds

and Silver-work : Which Standard was, according to their

ufe either cairied before the whole Hoft, or elfe behind them

all 'The Lieutenant General of the Army was Maxixcazin i

and the number of the whole Army was a hundred and fifty

thoufand men. Such a greatnumber they had ready agamft

four hundred Spaniards, and feven hundred Indians oiZem-

p^H and Zaclotan, and yet at length overcome i and after

this fight, they were the greateft Friends that Certez had m

thofc parts 3ga :
nft Montezuma. Thefe Captains came with

their Companies, that the fields where they were teemed^

Foreft. They were gallant Feilows,and well armed, accord-

ing to their ufe, although they were painted, fo that then

faces (hewed like Devils, with great tuffs ofFeathers, ant

they boaftcd gallantly. Their Weapons and Aimorwen
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Slings, Staves, Spears, Swords, Bows and Arrows, Sculls»

Splints, Gauntlets, all of Wood, gilt, or elfe covered with

Feathers or Leather i their Corilets were made ofGotten-

wool, their Targets and Bucklers gallant and ftrong, made

ofWood, covered with Leather, and trimmed with Latten,

and Feathers v their Swords were naves, with an edge of

Flint-ftone cunningly joyned into the flaff, which would

cut very well, and make a fore wound. Their Inihuments

of War were Hunters-horns, and Drums called Atabal/,

made like a Caldron, and covered with Vellom. So that the

Spaniards in all their difcoveries of India, did never fee a

better Army together, nor better ordered y that which I could

not omit to fpeak ofhere, having come in the order ot my

Hiftory to tlaxcallan^herz this numorous and gallant Mja»

Army was fet forth againft four hundred Spaniards, zr>d hx

hundred Indians their Friends. Thefe Indians thus ordered

in Battalia, bragged very much againft the Spaniards, and

faid among!! thcmfelves, What mad people are thelc bearded

men that threaten us, and yet know us not .? But if 'hey will

be fo bold to invade our Country without our Licenfe, kt

us not fet upon them fo foon, it is meet they had a little

ieft, for we have time enough to take and bind them ;
let us

alfo fend them meat,for they are come with empty ftomachs,

and fo they (ball not fay wedo apprehend them with weari-

neis and hunger. Whereupon they feat unto the Spaniards

three hundred Turkey-cocks, and two hundred Baskets of

Bread, called Cmtli; the which prelent was a great fuccoui

and refrefhment for the need the Spaniards tiood in. And

foon after : Nowf fay they) let us goand fet uponthem,for

by this time they have eaten their meat, and now we will eat

them, and fo (hall they pay us the Viftuals that we lent.

Thcfe and fuch like brags they ufed, feeing fo few Spaniards

before them,and not knowing the iirength oí their Ordnance,

againft their fo numerous an Holi. Then the tour Cap¡a¡ns

fent two thoufand of their valianteft men ofWar, and old

Soldiers, to take the Spaniards quietly i with command-

ment, that if they did refift, either to bind them, or dfe to

¿ill them •, meaning not to fet their whole Army upon them,

F
1
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faying, that they flhould get but fmall honour for fo great a
multitude to fight againíl fo few. The two thoufand Sol-

diers paífed the Trench that was betwixt the two Gamps,and
came boldly to the Tower where the Spaniards were. Then
came forth the Hoifemen,and after them the Footmen*, and
at the firft encounter, they made the Indians feel how the

Iron Swords would cut > at the fecond
9 they (hewed ofwhat

force thofe few in number were, of whom a little before they
had fo jeftcd > but at the third brunt, they made thofe lufty

Soldiers flie, who were come to apprehend them s for none
ofthem efcaped, biftonly a few fuch as knew the paffage of
the Trenches or Ditch. Then the main Battel and whole
Army let forth with a terrible and marvellous noife, and
came fo fierce upon the Spaniards, ti\\ they entred into their

Camp without any refinance, and there were at handy-
ftrokes with the Spaniards, and in a good fpace could not
get them out, many ofthem being killed, which were fo bold

to enter. In this fo/t they fought four hours, before they
could make way among their Enemies. Then the Indians

began tofaiot, feeing fo many dead on their fide, and the

grea* wounds they had, and that they could kill none ofthe
Chrííuansi yet the Battel ceafed not, till it drew near
pight, an J then they retired. Whereof Cortez and his Sol-

diers were exceeding glad, for they were fully wearied with
killing of Indians, The next day in the morning Cortez

went forth to run the fields, as he had done before, leaving

ha^his men to keep the Gamp >and hecaufe he (hould not be
pfpied

?
he departed before day,and burned about ten Towns?,

and facked one Toivn, which was ofthree thoufand houfes j

in the which were found but few people, becaufe the moft of
them were gone to their Camp. After the fpoil, he fet fire

on the Town, and came his way to his Camp with a great

prey by noon- time. The Indians purfued, thinking to take
away their prey, and followed them into the Camp, where
they fought five hours, and could not kill one Spaniard, al-

though many of their fide wore flain j for even as they were
many, and flood on athrongtogethesr, the Ordnance made
a wonderful fpoi! among them ¿ fo that they left off fight-

ing

mn
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¡ng, and the Vi&ory remained for the Spaniards, whom the

Indians thought were ¡«chanted, becaufe their Arrows could

roc hurt them. The next day following, the four Captains

fent three feveral things in Prefent to Cortez > and the Mei-

fengers that brought them faid, Sir, Behold here five Slaves*

and if thou be that rigorous • God^ that eateft mans fiejh and

blood, eat thefe which we bring thee, and we will bring thee

more : And if thou be the gentle and mte\ God, behold here

Frankineenfe and Feathers : And if thou be a mortal Man,

take here Fowl, Bread and Cherries. Cortez anfwered, that

both he and his were mortal Men, even as they were ; And

becaufe that always he had ufed to tell them truth, where-

fore did they ufe to tell him lies, and likewife to flatter

him? for he defired tobe their Friend, advifing them not

Co be mad and ftubborn in their opinion > for if they did,

affiiredly they ihould receive great hurt and damage.

Notwithftanding this Anfwer,there came again about thir-

ty thoufand of them even to Cortez his Camp, to prove their

Croflets, as they had done the day before,but they returned

with broken pates. Here is to noted, that although the

firft day the whole Hoft ofIndians came; to combate with

the Spaniards ; yet the next tbey did not fo, but every

feveral Captain by himfelf, for to divide the better the tra-

vel and pains equally among them ', and becaufe that one

ihould not diilurb another through the multitude, confider-

ing that they ihould fight but with a few, and in a narrow

place y and for this confideration, their Battels were more

freíh and ftrong, for each Captain did contend who ihould

do moll valiantly for to get honour, and efpeciaily in killing

one Spaniards for they thought that all their hurts ihould be

fatisfied with the death of one Spaniard^ot taking one Pri-

foner . Likewife is to be confidered, the firangenefs of their

Battel ', for notwithftanding their Controverfie, fifteen days

that they were there, whether they fought or no, they fen*

unto the Spaniards Cakes ofBread, Turkey-cocks and Gher^

ries. But this Policy was not to give them that meat for

good will, but only to fpy and lee what hurt was done

among them, and alio to fee what fear or ftomacb they had

F 4 tí
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io proceed But finding by their many Spies, that the Spani-

ards were nothing ¿bunted nojr diminiilhed, they ireíolved to

fend unto Cgrtez Xicotencat^ who was Chief and General

Captain in TlaxcaUan^ and of all the Wars : He brought in

his company fifty pesfons of Authority to keep him company.

They approached near where Cortez was, and faluted each

other according to the ufe of their Country. Their Saluta-

tions being ended, and the parties being fet down *, Xicoten-

eatl began the talk, faying, Sir I am come on my own behalfy

and alfo ofmyfMow Captain and Lieutenant Maxixcs^ md
in the name of many other Noble Perfonages, and finally in the

Mame of the whole State and Commonwealth 0/Tlaxcallan ,

to bejeech and pray you to admit us into your Friendjhip, and

to yield our fives and Country unto your King *> craving air

fo at your hand pardon for cur attempt in taking up Arms

againft you, we not knowing whatyou were, nor whatyou fought

for in our Country. And where weprefumed to reffi and de-

fend ywt entrance, we did it as again]} ftrangers whom we

hgew mt\ and fuch men as we had never heretofore feen \ and

fearing alfa, that yon had been friends to Montezuma, who

&f, and always hath been our mortal Enemy. And we had ra-

tmr all in general to end our lives^ than to put ourfelves in

fitbjeSion to him s for we thinks our felves as valiant men in

courage OS our Fore-fathers were, who always have reeled

ägainfi him and h'w Grand father, who was as mighty as 'mw

be w. We would alfo have withftood you and your force, but

we could not, although we proved all our pofjibility by night and

day, and found ymr firength invincible^ and we no iuci^againft

you. Therefore fince our fate is fucb^ we had rather be fub-

jeB unto you than unto any others
; for we have known and

heard of the Z,mpoallanezes, that yon do no evil, nor came

not to vex "any, but were mo{\ valiant and happy, as they have

'feen in the Wars^ being in your company. For which Confide-

ration, we truji that our Liberty [hall not he diminished, but ra-

ther our own PerJons, Wives aid Familki better preferved
y

and our Honfes and Husbandry not dtfhoyed. And in fomeof

his tajljf, the tears trickling down his checks, hebefought

Corsez to weigh, That Tla^callap did never anytime ackgow-

^1
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ledge any Superior Lord or King, nor at any time bad come

any per[on among them to command^ hit only he whom nor» they

¿id voluntarily eleü and choofe as their Superiour and Ruler.

Cortex, much rejoyced with this Ambaffage,and to fee fuch a

mighty Captain, who commanded a hundred and fifty

thoufand Soldiers, come unto his Camp to fubmit himfelf h

judging it alfo matter ofgreat weight to have thatCommon-

wealth in fabjecäion, for the Enterprize which he had in

hand, whereby he fully made account, that the Wars were

at an end, to the great Content of him and his Com-

pany, and with great fame among the Indians. So with a

merry and loving countenance, heanfwered, laying firft to

their charge, the hurt and damage which he had received in

their Country, becaüfe they refufed at the firft to hearken

vmto him, and quietly to fuffer him to enter into their Coun-

try, as he had required and defired by his Meffengers fent

unto them from Zaclotan. Yet all this, notwithftanding,

he did both pardon the killing of his two Horfes, the affault-

ing of him in the high way, and the lies which they had

moft craftily ufed with him *, ( for whereas they themfelves

fcughf againii him, yet they laid the fault to others ) like-

wife their pretence to murther him in the Ambuih prepared

for him (enticing him tocóme to thek Town) without mak-

ing firft defiance according to the Law of Arms.JYet thefe in-

juries, notwithftanding, he did lovingly receive their offer

made in fubjeftion to the Emperour, and that very ihortly

he would be with him in TlaxcaBaH. At this fame timq

there were Ambaffadors from Montezuma with Cortez^ho

grieved much to fee the League that was now beginning be-

tween the tlaxcaltecas and the Spaniards : They advifed

Cortez to give no credit unto them, faying, they meant no-

thing but Treafon and lies, and to lock them up in Jlax^

caUan. Ccrtez anfwered the Ambaffadors, That although

their advice were true, yet he did determine to go thither \

for that he feared them lefs in the Town than in the Field.

They hearing this Anfwer and Determination, befought him

to give one of them licenfe to return unto Mexico, toad*

yerrife Montezuma oí all thsit was pail, with an Anfwer to

their
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their Ambaffage, promifing within fix days to have news
from Mexico; and till then prayed him not to depart with
his Gamp. Cortez granted their requeft,and abode there the
time appointed, expeäing their Anfwer, and within him-
felf rejoycmg to fee how the Mexicans began to fear, that
his peace with the Tlaxcaltecas would be their ruin and
deftruciion, as indeed afterward it proved. In this mean
jkaton came many oíTlaxcaüan to the Camp, fome brought
iurkey-cocks, others brought Bread and Cherries, with
merry countenances,defiring them togo home with them un-
to their houies. The Gxth day the Mexican Atnbaffidor came
according to promife, and brought unto Cortez ten Jewels
or Gold, both rich and well wrought, and fifteen thoufand
Oatments or Cotten exceeding gallant ; and mod earneftly
belought him on the behalfofMontezuma.thu he íhould not
danger himfelfin trailing to the words of the Tlaxcaltecas,
who were fo poor, that with neccffitythey would rob him
of the things and Prefents which his Mafierhad fenthimi
yea, and hkewife murther him, knowing of the Friendihip
between his Mafler and him. At the very fame time al¡ the
chieteit Lords ofTlaxcallan came to intreat him to go with
them to Tlaxcalhn, where he (hould be cheriihed, lodged
and well provided * for it was a great diihonour and lhame
unto them, to permit fuch Perfonages to abide in fuch vile
Cottages as they were in. And if ( faid they ) you trail us
not, then we are ready to give you for fecurity, whatfoever
Pledges or Gages you (hall demand. And they did both
fwear and faithfully promife, that they might fafely go with
them i faying alfo, that the Oath and Faith of their Com-
monwealth ihould never be broken, for all the goods in the
World. Thus was Cortez on both lides earncflly folfcifed
and intreated ; the Mexicans fearing his League and Friend-
ihip with the Tlaxcaltecas¿x\& thefe hoping that his Friend-
ihip with them would be their chtif Prote&ion againft the
Tyranny of Montezuma. But Cortex aiming chiefly at the
gmpire of Mexico, which Montezuma his diffembled friend-
ihip would never helphim to enjoy •, and feeing the good will
of fo many Gentlemen his new Friends oíTlaxcallan,the moft

mortal
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lortal Enemies of Montezuma i and likewife the Indians

fZem/w/Z^ofwhomhehadgood credit, did fo importune

im,and aflurehim of his going.that he commanded his Far-

age to be laden, and alfo his Ordnance, and departed tor

raid tlaxcallan^ with as good older as it had been toa Bat-

:1 *, and at che Tower where he had pitched his Camp, he

ft certain Croffes for a memory; with a great heap of(Iones

which cill this day remain in the place, and my felfhave

?en them) and entred into Tlaxcallan the eighteenth of Sef?-

mber. There came out fuch a multitude of people to fee

im, and to meet him in the way, that it was a wonder to

:e. He was lodged in the greateft Tcmple^whkh had many

(

reat and fair Lodgings fufficient for him and all his Com-
pany, except the Indians of Zmpoallan and Zachtan his

rriends, who were lodged in others. He fet certain limits,

?ut of the which he commanded ftraitly that none of his

Company fhould pafs upon pain of death i and alfo com-
nanded, that they (hould take nothing but what (hould be

>iven them. His Commandment was well obferved,for none
>iefumed to go a ñones caft without his licenfe. The Indian

Gentlemen (hewed great pleafure and courtefie to the fttan-

?ers, and provided them of all things neceifary, and many
3Í them gave their Daughters unto them, in token of true

Friendihip. and likewife to have fruit oftheir Bodies, to be

brought up for the Wars, being fuch valiant men. Cortez

seing throughly fatisfied oftheir hearty good wills, demand-
ed of them the Eftate and Riches oí Montezuma. They
exalted him greatly, as men that had proved his force. And
as they affirmed,it was near a hundred years,that they main-
tained Wars with him and his Father Axalca, and other his

Uncles and Grandfathers ; They affured him alfo, that the

Gold and Treafure of Montezuma was without number^
and his Power and Dominion over all the Land, and his

people innumerable h for ( faid they ) he joyneth fometimes

two hundred thoufand men, yea, and three hundied thou-

fand forgone Battel : And if it pleafed him* he would make
as many men double h and thereof they were good witnels,

becaufe they had many times fought Avidi'him. Cortez told

them
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ffiem, he was nothing difcouraged at al!at his Power, bu
intended a journey to Mexico, not doubting to oppofe Mon
tezuma, if he fliould encounter hina in the way. He pro
mifed them likewife that he would free them from his Ty-

ranny, and fubdue in his way all thofe Towns which wer<

allied to the Mexicans^ and did any way annoy them anr

their Commonwealth. They gave him hearty thanks, aflu<

ring him to affifthim and accompany him to Mexico* ant

for the prefent offered him twenty thoufand men, makings
Solemn League and Covenant never to forfake him. Thu¡

wasTlaxcallan iubdued, and fworn io the Power and Com«
mand of the Spaniards, being in thofe times one of the chief

eft, though not richeft, Towns in America » whofe Inhabi-

tants after clave moll faithfully to Corizz^ and were ehiei

Inltruments for the fubduing of Mexico \ and therefore tc

this day are freed from Tribute by the Kings oiSpain> pay-

ing not the money, which as a Tribute- tax
5
is laid upon every

Indian, to be paid yearly '•> but only in acknowledgment o|

Subjection, they pay yearly one Corn of Maiz, which is

their Indian Wheat. This great Town of Tlaxcallan is pro-

perly in the Indian Tongue as much as to fay, as Bread well

baked ; for there is more Grain called Centli gathered, than

in all the Province round about. In times paft the Town
was called Texcallan > that is to fay, a Valley betwixt two
Hills. It is planted by a River-fide, which fpringeth out of

a Hill called Atlancapetec, and watereth the moñ part of

the Province, and from thence iflueth out into the South Sea,

by Zacatullan* This Town hath four goodly ikeets, which
are called Tepeticpac, Ocotehdco, Tizatlan* §hiiehuiztlan,

Thefirfi ftreetihndeth On high upon an Hill, tar from the

River, which may be about half a League ; and becaufe it

fiandeth on a Hi!I, it is called Tepeticpac^ that is to fay, a

Hill; and was the firii Population which was founded there

on high, becaufe ofthe War?. Another ftreet is ihuated on
the Hill fide, towards the River •, becaufe at the building

thereof,there were many Pine-crees,they named it Ocotelulco,

which is to fay, a Pine-apple Plat. This Ürect was beautiful,

¡and nsoft inhabited of all the Town
3
and there wasthechiefeíj

Market-
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/larket-place, whcte all the buy ing and felling was ufed, and

hat place they called Tianquiztli i in that ftreet was the

Iwelling houfc of Maxixca. Along the River-fide in the

>lain ftandeth another ftreet called Tizaúan, becaufe there

smuch Lime and Chalk. In this fireet dwelled Xmtencatl,

~aptain General ofthe Commonwealth. There is another

ftreet named by reafon of the brackiih water guiahuiztlan j

but fincc the Spaniards came thither, all thofe Buildings are

almoft altered, after a better faihion, and built with Hone,

[n the Plain by the River-fide, ftandeth theTown-houfe 5
and

other Offices, as in the City of Venice. This tlaxcallan was

governed by Noble and Richmcn ; They ufed not that one

alone (hould Rule,but did rather fly from that Government,

as from Tyranny : and therefore hated Montezuma as a Ty-

rant. In their Wars ( as 1 have laid before ) they had four

Captains, which governed each one ftreet h pf the which

four they did eled a Captain-General. Alfo there were

other Gentlemen, that were Under-Captains, but a (mail

number. In the Wars they u(ed their Standard to be car-

ried behind the Army ; but when the Battel was to be fought,

they placed the Standard where all the floft might fee it,

and he that came not incontinent to his Antient, payed a

penalty. Their Standard had two Crofs-bow Arrows fet

thereon, which they efteemed as the Reliques of their An-

ceftors. ' This Standard two old Soldiers, and Valiant men,

being ofthe chiefeft Captains, hacl then charge to carry, in

the which an abufe of Sooth-fay|ng, either ot lofs or viótor

y

was noted. In this order, they (hot one of thefe Arrows

againft the firft Enemies they met y and if with that Ar7

row they did either kill or hurt, it was a token that they

(hould have the viäory ; and if it did neither kill nor hurt,

then they aifuredly believed that they (hould lofe the field.

This Province or LotaMp0^laxcallan had 28 Villages and

Towns,wherein were contained 1 50000 Houiholders. They

are men well made, and were good Warrkrs, the like were

not among the Indians. They are very poor, and hav£ no

other riches, but only the Grain and Corn called Centli, and

with the gain and profit therof, they do both daojh them-

felves,
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felves, and provide all other neccffaries. They have mam
Market- places, but the greatefiand moil ufed daily, ftand'
eth in the ftreet oiOcotelulco, which formerly was fo famous
that 20900 perfons came thither in one day to buy and fell

changing one thing for another hiot they knew not what mo.
ney meaned. They have now, and had formerly, all kind
of good Policy in the Town : There are Goldfmiths, Fea-
ther-dreffas, Barbers, Hot-houfes, and Potters, who make
as good Earthern VeiFels, as are made in Spain. The earth
is fat and fruitful for Corn, Fruit and Pafture > for among
the Pine, trees groweth fo much graft, that the Spaniards feed
their Cartel there, which in Spain they cannot do. Within
two leagues of the Town ftandeth a round Hill of fix miles
in height, and five and forty miles in compafs, and is now
called St. Bartholomews Hill, where the Snow freezetb. In
times paft they called that Hill Matzalcuáé

y who wastheir
God for Water. They had alfo a God for Wine, who was
named Ometochli, for the great Drunkennefs which they
ufed. Their chiefeft God was called Camaxtio ; and by an-
other name Mixcovatl^ whofe Temple flood in the ftieec

tXOcoululco
x
in the which Temple there was facrinced, fome

years, above eight hundred perfons, In the Town they
fpeak three Languages; that is to fay, Nahudlb^ which is the
Courtly Speech, and the chiefeft in all the Land of Mexico',
another is called Otomir^ which is moft commonly ufed in
the Villages : There is one only ilreet that fpe¿fceth Pinomer^
fchich is the groffefl fpeech. There was alfo formerly in the
Town a common Jayl, where Felons lay in Irons, and all

things which tHey held for fin, were there conceded. At the
time that Cortez was there, it hapned that a Townfman floté

from a Spaniard a little Gold : WhereofCortez complained
co Maxixca^ who incontinent made fuch enquiry, that the
Offender was found in CfeM¿, which is another great Town
tíve leagues from thence : They brought the Prifoner with
the Gold, and delivered him to Cortez, to do with him his

pleafure. Cortez would not accept him, but gave him thanks
lor his diligence: Then was he carried, with a Cryer be-

fore him, nsanifefting his offen^ and in the Market-place,,
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upon a Scaffold, they brake his Joyn.t^ith a Cudgel ;Thc
Spaniards marvelled to fee fuch ftrange juilice, and began to

be more confident, that as in this point they had endeavour-

ed to pleafure and right them '•> fo likewife they (hould after-

ward find them very forward, to do their wills and plea-

fures for the better conquering of Mexico and Montezuma.
Ocottlulco and Tizatlan, are the two flreets which are now
moft inhabited : In Ocotelulco ftandeth a Cloifler of Fran-
cifcan Friers, who are the Preachers ofthat Town : They
have joyning to their Gloifter a very fair Church, to

which belong feme fifty Indian Singers, Organifts, Players

on MuficaMnfiruments, Trumpeters and Waits, who (ct

out the Mafs with a very fweet and harmonious Mufick, and
delight the Fancy andSenfes, while the Spirit is fad and dull

as little acquainted with God, who will be worfhipped in

Spirit and in Truth. In lepeticpac and ^uiuhuiztlan are

twoGhappels only, to which on the Lords-Day, and upon
other occafions, the Friers ofthe Cloifters refort to fay Mafs.

In this Gloifter we were entertained a day and two nights

with great proviOon of Flefli and Fiih ; which are very plen-

tiful by reafon of the River : The Friers are allowed by the
Town a dozen Indiansynho are free from other fcrvices, on-
ly to fiili for the Friers. They cha nge their turns by weeks*
four one week, and four another, except they be called up-
on for fome fpecial occafion, and then they leave all othei
work, and attend only with Fife upon the Friers. The
Town now is inhabited by Spaniards and Indians together,
and is the Seat of a chief Officer of Jufiice Cent form Spain
every three years, called Alcalde Major\ whofe power reach-
eth to all the Towns within twenty leagues about. Befides
him, the Indians have likewife among themfelves, Alcaldes,
Regiders and Algmziles, Superior and Inferior Officers of
Juftice, appointed yearly by the Alcalde Major, who keeps
them all in awe, and takes from them for his fervicc, as
many as he pleafeth, without paying any thing for the fer-
vice done unto him. The hard ufageof this Alcalde Ma-
jor, and other Spaniards, hath much decayed that popu-
lous Town, which (hould rather have been chcriíhed, than

difheart-
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diíheartned by the Spaniards, who by means of it gained all

the reft ofthe Country.

Chap. XÍ.

Concluding the reft ofour Journey from TIaXcalian

to Mexico, through the City of Angels and Guar

cocingo.

THe next place moft remarkable in the Road wherein we

travelled, was the City called by the Spaniards, La

Puebla de los Angelas, the City of Angels. To the which

we were defiroüs to go, knowing that in it there was a Con-

vent ofDominicans ofour ProteiTton, not having met with

any fuch fince the day we departed from St. John de Vlbua,

Here we refréíhed our felves at léifure three days, finding our

felves very welcome to our own Brethren,who {pared nothing

that was fit for our entertainment. We vifited ail the Ci-

ty, and took large notice of it » judging of the Wealth and

Riches of it not only by the great Trading in it, but by the

many Cloifiersboth ofNuns and Friers which it itiaintaineth,

fuch being commonly very burthenfome to the places where

they live \ an idle kind of Beggars, who make the people be-

lievethe maintaining ofthem are meritoiious and faving to

their Souls, and that their Prayers for them is mbre worth,

¿han the means andfuftenance which they receive from them.

Of thefe there is in that City a very great Cloifter of fame

fifty or threefcore Dominicans, another ofmore Frai)cifcans9

another of Auguftines, another of Mercenarians, another of

difcalced Carmelites, another ofJefuits, befides four ofNuns.

This City is feated in a low and pleafant Valley, about ten

leagues from a very high Mountain, which is always coveted

with fnow : It ftandeth twenty leagues from Mexico, it was

ñxft built and inhabited in the year, 1530. by the command

of Don Antonio de Mendoza Viceroy of Mexico, together

with the confent of Seaman Ramirez, who was a Bifhop,

ana
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and had been Prefident in time paft in St. Domingo and was

that yearinftead of Nunnio de Guzmm ( who had behaved

himfelf very evil both with Indians and Spaniards ) fent to

be Prefident of the Chancery of Mexico, with thefe other

four Judges, the Licencíate John de Salmerón, Gafco §>uiroga,

Francifco Ceynos, and Alon/o Maldonado, Thefe Judges go-

verned the Land far better than Nunnio de Guzman before

them had done > and among other remarkable things they

did, was to caufe this City to be inhabited, and fet at liber-

ty the Indians who inhabited there btfore,and were grievoufly

fupprefftd and inflaved by the Spaniards, and therefore many

ofthem departed from thence 3
who had inhabited there be-

fore, and went to feek their living at Xalixco, Hmduras%

Guatemala^ and other places, where War then was. This

City was formerly called by the Indians Cuñlaxcoapan, that

is. to fay, a Snake in water *, the reafon was, becaufe there are

two Fountains, the one of evil water, and the other of good.

This City is now a BiihopsSee, whofe yearly Revenues fince

the cutting off from it Xalappo de la Vera Crux, are yet worth

above twenty thoufand Duckats >By reafon ofthe good and

whokfome air, it daily increafeth with Inhabitants, who
refort from many other places to live there* but efpecialiy

in the year, 1 634., when Mexico was like to be drowned with

the inundation of the Lake, thoufandsleftit,and came with

their Goods and Families' to this City of the Angels^ which

now is thought to confift often thoufand Inhabitants. That

which maketh it moft famous, is the Cloth which is made

in it, and is fent far and near, and judged now to be as good

as the Cloth of Segovia^ which is the beft that is made in

Spain > but now is not fo much efteemed of
3
nor fent fo much

from Spain to America^ reafon of the abundance, of fine

Cloth which is made in this City oíAngels* The Felts like-

wife that are made, are the beft of all that Country : There

is likewife a Glafshoufe, which is there a rarity, none other

being as yet known in thofe parts. But the Mint-hoxife that

is in it¿ where is coyned half the Silver that coraeth from Sa*

mecat, makes it the fecond to Mexico » and it is thought,

that in time It will be as great .and populous -as Mexico

G With-
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Without it there are many Gardens,which flore the Markets

with provifion of Sailers ; the Soil abounds with Wheatland

with Sugar-farms > among the which, not far from this City,

there is one fo great and populous (belonging to the Domini-

can Friers of Mexico) that for the work only belonging un-

to it, it maintained in my time above two hundred Black*

more Slaves, men and women, befides their little Chil-

dren.

The chief Town between this City of Angels and Mexi-

co, is called Guacocingo^ confining of fome five hundred

Indians and one hundred Spaniards Inhabitants. Here is like-

wife a Cloifter ofFrancifcans, who entertained us gallantly,

and made (hew unto us of the dexterity of their Indiansm
Mufiek. Thofe fat Friers wanted not, like the reft, all pro-

vifion neciffary for the Body ; But their greateft glory and

boafting to us, was the Education which they had given to

fome children of the Town, efpecially fitch as ferved them

in their Cloifter, whom they brought up to dancing af-

ter the Spanijh faihion, at the found of the Guitarra. And
this a dozen of them fthe biggeft not being above fourteen

years ofAge) performed excellently for our better entertain-

ment that night : We were there till midnight, finging both

Spanifh and Indian Tunes, capering and dancing with their

Caftanetta's or Knockers on their fingers, with fuch dexteri-

ty as did not only delight, but amaze and aftoniih us. True

it is, we thought thofe Francifcans might have been better

employed at that time in their Quire, at their Midnight-de-

votions, according to their Profeflion : But we ftill found

vowed Religious Duties more and more negle&ed, and

woridlinefs too too tnuch imbraced
3
by fuch as had renounced

and forfaken the World, and all its Pleafures, Sports and

Paftimes,

This Town of Guacocingo is almoft as much as Tlaxcatlan,

privileged by the Kings ofSpainfot that it "¡oyned with flax*

calían againft the Mexicans , in defence of Hernando Cortex

and the reft of the Spaniards that fir ft conquered that Land.

Thefe of Guacocingo being confederate with the Inhabitants

of 71'axcaBan, Cbololla. and HuacacoS^ ftrongly defended the

Ir)ha-
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Inhabitants ofChalco, when (hey lent to Cottez for fuccoun
declaring that the Mexicans made great fpoil among them»
Which fuccour Cortez at that time not being able to fend
them, being bulied in fending for his Vergantines to befiege

Mexico by water as well as by land, he remitted them to the
help of the Tlaxcaltecas, and unto thofe oíGuacocingo, Cho-
lolla, and HuacacoUa s who (hewed great valour, as yet never
juried in Oblivion, in relieving Choleo againft the firength

md power of Montezuma , who had iiTued out of Mexico, to

jeep the Spaniards from drawing near unto that City. For
hat fa# is this Town, with the others fore-mentioned, un-
¡11 this day, privileged and highly cfteemed of the $pam-
irds. From hence we made our laft journey to the City of
Mexico, palling over the fide of that high hill which we
lad difcovered at the City of Angels, fome thirty miles off.

rhere are no Alps like unto it for height, cold and conflant
¡now that lieih upon it. From Spain to that place, we had
»ot felt any filch extremity of cold, which made the Spani-

rds that had come out of the hot Climate of Spain, and en*
ured exceffive heat at Sea, wonder and admire. This laft

ourncy from Guacocmgo to Mexico we reckoned to be thirty

Inglifh miles, and of the thirty miles, we judged at leaft

ifteento be up and down the hill > and yet the top of it

w^hither we afcended not) was farhigher. From that high-
ft part of it which we travelled over,we difcovered the City
f Mexico, and the Lake about it, which feemed to us to
e near at hand, (landing fome ten Englijh miks in a Plain

:om the bottom of this Mountain. When Hernando Cor*
>z went the fecond timefrom Tlaxcallan to Mexico to be-
ege it by Land and Water, with Vergantines which for

bat purpofe he had caufed to be made; On the fide of this

fountain were his Land Forces lodged, where many had
erifhed with cold, had it not 6eenfor the ftoreof Wood
i>hich they found there. But ia the morning he afcended
pward en this hill, andfenthis Scouts cf four Foot-m«n
nd four Horfe-men to difcover, who found the way ftop-

ed with great trees newly cut down by the Mexicans, and
laced crofs wife in the way. But they thinking that yet

G 2 forwards
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forwards it was not fo, proceeded forth as well as they might,

till at length the let with great huge Cedars was fuch, that

they could pafs no further, and with this news were forced

to return, certifying Cortez that the Horfe-rnen could not

pafs that way in any wife, Cortez demanded ofthem whe-

ther they had feen any people i they anfwered No. Where-

upon he proceeded forward, with all the Horfe-men, and

a thouiand Foot-men, commanding alt the refidueofhis

Army to follow him with as much fpeed as might be v to

that with that company which he carried with him, he

made way, taking away thetrees that were cut down to di-

fiurbhispaffigei and in this order in fhort time pafled HI

fcoft without any hurt or danger, but with great pain anc

travel •, for certainly if the Mexicans had been there to de

fend that paíHgei the Spaniard had not palled V tor it wa

then a very evil way (though now it be a reafonable wid

open road, where Mules laden with wares from St. John á

Vlbua, and the Sugar-farms daily pais ) and the-Mexican

a«b thought the lame to be fure with the trees which wei

crofftd the way, whereupon they werecarelefs ot that plae<

and attended their coming in plain ground i for fror

-flaxcafan to Mexico are three ways, of the which Corte

chofe the woril, imagining the thing that afterwards tell ou

or elfefome hadadvifed him how that way was clear froi

the enemies. At the defcent of this hi \ Cortez abode ar

Hied himfelf, till all the whole Army were come together,'

decenddown into the plain-, for from hence they defcrtt

the tires and beacons of their enemies in fundry places, at

all thofe who had attended their coming by the other tv

ways, were now gathered together, thinking to^fet up<

them betwixt certain bridges f which are in the plain ma

for travellers by reafon of the many dikes and currents

water which iffue fromthe lake ) where a great compa

abode expeding their coming. But Cortez font.twer

Horie-men who made way among them, and then tollow

the whole Army, who flew many ofthem without receivi

any hurt; Thus did the remembrance of thofe antiquit

ntwly refreshed by the objed of the hill and plain benea

"
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make that cold and hard paffage mote comfortable and cafie

unto us. The firft Town we came to below the hill, was

guahutipec, of the jurifdi&ion of lezcuco ; where we alio

called to mind, that this was the place, near unto which was

pitched the Camp of the Indians ofCulIma, which was near

a hundred thoufand men of War ; who were fent by the

Seniors of Mexico and lezcuco to encounter Cortea ; but

all in vain, for his Hoife-men broke through them, and his

Artillery made fuch havock among them, that they were

foon put to flight.
t

Three leagues from hence on our nghthand as vie travel-

led we difcovered tezcuco by the fide of the lake, and out

of the Road ;
yet it miniftred urito us matter of a large dit-

coutfe. taken from the time of Cortez and the fiift Con-

querers, who found it.a great City, and at that timeeven as

big as Mexico ; though in it Cortez met with no rehílance i

for as he journied towards it, four principal perfons inha-

bitants of it met with his forces, bearing a rod ofgold with a

little flag in token of peace, faying that Coacmcoyocin their

Lord had fent them to defire him not to make any ipoil

in his City and Towns about it ; and likewife to offer his

fiicwHhiapwying alfo that it might pleafe him with hiswhole

Army to take his lodging in the Town of7excua>, where he

fhould be well received. Cortez rejoycing at this meffage, yet

jealous of fometreacheiy, and miftrufting the people ofTez-

cuco (whofe forces joyned with the Mexicans and Cnlbmcans

he had met with a little before ) went forward on his way

and came to guabutican and Huaxuta ( which then were

fuburbs of the great City Tezcuco, but now are petty Vil-

lages by themfelvesj where he and all his hoft were plente-

oufly provided of all things neceffary, and threw down the

Idols This done he entred into the City, where his lodg-

ing was prepared in a great houfe, fufficient for him and all

the Spaniards, with many other his Indian friends. And

becaufe that at his firfl entry , he faw neither women nor chil-

dren, he fufpeftedfometreafon, and forthwith proclaimed

upon pain of death that none of his men (bould go out. m
the even ingthe Spaniards Went up into the Zoties and galle» iff
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to behold the City, and there they faw the great num-
ber of Citizens that fled from thence with their fluff, fome
towards the mountains, and others to the waterfide to

take boat, a thing Orange to fee the great haft and ftir to pro-

vide for themfelves. There were at (hat time at leaft

twenty thoufand little boats ( called Canoas ) occupied in

carrying houfhold-ltuft and paffengers :, Cortez would fain

have remedied it, but the night was fo nigh at hand, that

he could not. Be would gladly alfo have apprehended the

Lord, but he was one of the ñxft that fled unto Mexico. The
Town of TezcHco to this day is famous among the Spaniards %

for that it was one of the firit, if nox the firft (which ac-

cording to the Hiftories of thofe parts is \>ery probable) that

received a ChrifHan King to rule and govern. For Cortez

hearing that Coacuacoyocin then King of that City and
Towns adjacent waf fled, caufed many of the Citizens tobe
called before him, and having in his company a youn<*

Gentleman of a Noble- houfe in thai country, who had
been lately chriflned, and had to name Hernando (Cortex
being his God-father, loved him well ) faid unto the

Citizens, that this new Chriftian Lord Don Hernando was fon
unto Nezavalpincintli their loving Lord, wherefore he re-

quired them to make him their King, confidering that Coacu-
acoyocin was fled unto the enemies, laying alfo before them
his wicked fad in killing of Cacuja his own brother, only
to put him from his inheritance and Kingdom, through the

enticement of §>uahutimoccin a mortal enemy to the Spa-
niards. In this fort was that new Chrifiian Don Hernando
elecäed Ring, and the fame thereof being blown abroad,
.many Citizens repaired home again to viiit their new
Frince,fothatinihort (pace the City was as well repleniih-

cd with people as it /was before, and being alfo well ufed at

the Spaniards hands, they ferved them diligently in all

things that they were commanded. And Don Hernando
abode ever after a faithful friend unto the Spaniards in their

V/arsagainft Mexico, and in ihort time learned the Spanifh
tongue. And foon after came the inhabitants of§*abu-
tkhany Hmxuta^ and Autenco- to fubtnit themfeives, cra-

ving

**!
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ving pardon if in any thing they had offended. Within

two days after Von Hernando was made King of this great

City and Territory belonging to it ( whofe borders reach un-

to the borders ofTlaxcallan ) came certain Gentlemen of

Httaxuta and ^uahutkhan, to certifie unto him, how all

the power of the Mexicans was coming tow'ards them, and

to know if it were his pleafure, that they (hould carry their

wives children and other goods into the mountains, or elfe

to bring them where he was, their fear was fo great. Cortez

r
or the King his God-chiid and Favourite made unto them

foisanfwer, faying, Be ye of goad courage, and fear ye not,

rUfo I pray you to command your wives and families, to

make no alteration, but rather quietly to abide in yourhou-

fcs. And concerning the enemies I am glad of their co-

rning, for ye (hall fee how I will deal with them. But the

enemies went not to Huaxuta, as it was thought i ncverthe-

lefs Cortez having intelligence where they were, went out to

encounter them with two pieces ofOrdnance, twelve Korfe-

men and two hundred Spaniards, and with many Indians

of TUxcallan. He fought with the enemy, and flew but

few, for they fled to the water, and fo efcaped in their Ca-

noas. Thus did Cortez in Tezcnco defend himfelf and

friends from the great power of the Mexicans, who daily

attempted to be revenged on him, and the new Ghriftian

King whom he had made. But Cortez thinking that place

the moft convenient to lanch his Vergantines to the water

and hearing that they were finiihsd at Tlaxcallan, lent

Gonzalo de Sandoval to bring them from flaxcallan \ who
at the border ofthat Province met with them being brought

in pieces, as tables, planks and nails, with all other furni-

ture, the which eight thoufand men carried upon th^ek

backs. There camealfo for their conduft twenty thoufand

men of War, and a thoufand lamemez, who were the

Carriers ofvi&uals and fervants. Chichimecatetl, a principal

and valiant Indian and Captain $f a thouiand men had the

Rere-guard. And lufitil and leutecatl, very principal

Gentlemen, had the Vant-guard with ten thouiand mern

In the midft were placed the Tamemcz> and thofe that car-

G 4 lied
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ned the Foiit with all the apparel of the Vergantines. Be-

fore thofe two Captains went a hundred Spaniards>md eight

Hbrfe men, and behind and laft came Gonzalo de Sandoval

with all the reiidue, and feven Horfemen. Thus they took
their way towards 7¿%cac<>, with a marvellous noife, crying

Chriftians, Chtifthn$
s Tlaxeallany flaxcallan, and 5^¿«.

When tfyey came to Tetcuco, they enfred in very good
order, with the found of Drums, Snail-ihels, and other like

inftruments ofmufick •; and againft their entry into the City,

they pat on all their bravery ofcloaths, and buihes of fea-

thers, which was a gallant fight h they were fix hours in en-

tring into the Town, keeping their array. At the fame oí

this many Provinces orne to fubrmt and offer their fervice

unto Cortez^ fome for fearofdeftm&ion, and others for the

haired which they bare to the Mexicans i fo that now Cor*

tez was ftrong both with Spaniards and Indians j and his

Court at Tezcuco was as great, or greater than Montezu-

ma s formerly had been at Mexico. And here Cortez made
his preparation for the fiege of Mexico with all haft, and
íurniíhed himfelf with fcaling ladders, and other neceffaiies

fit for fuch a purpofe. His Vergantines being nailed and
throughly ended, he made a fiuce, or trench of half a

league of length, twelve foot broad and more, and two fa-

thom in depth/ This woik was fifty days a doing, although

there were four hundred thoufand men daily working \

truly a famous work and worthy of memory, which hath

made Tezcmo gloriouily mentioned, though now almoft de-

cayed in the great number of inhabitants. The Dock or

Trench being thusfiniihed, Vergantines were calked with

Tow and cotton wool, and for want of Tallow and Oyl
they were ( as iome Authors report ) driven to take Mans-
greafe h not that Cortez permitted them to flay men for that

cffe<ä, but of thofe which were ilain in the Wars, and of

fuch as faliied daily out of Mexico to hinder this work, and
fighting were ilain. The Indians, who were cruel and
bloody Butchers, ufing facrifice of mans flefli, would in this

fort open the dead body and take out the greafe. The Ver-

gantines being lanchedo Cortez muitered his men, and
C;

*
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^
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found nine hundred Spaniards , of the which were four-

fcoreand fix Horfe-men, and a hundred and eighteen with

Crofs-bows, and Harquebuffes* and all the refidue had fun-

dry weapons, as Swords, Daggers, Targets, Lances, and

Halberts. Alfo they had for Armour, Corflets, Coats of

Mail, and Jacks. They had moreover three great Pieces of

caft Iron, fifteen fmall pk-ces of brafs, and ten hundred

weight of powder, with ftore of (hot, befides a hundred

thoufand Indians men of War. On Whitfunday all the

Spaniards came into the field, the great plain below the high

mountain fpoken of before, where Cortez made three chief

Captains, among whom he divided his whole Army. Unto

Tedro de Alvarado the firft Captain he appointed thirty

Hotfe-men, and a hundred and ieventy Foot-men of the

Spaniards, two pieces ofOrdnance, and thirty thoufand In-

dians, commanding him to encamp in Tlacopan. Unto Chri-

floval de Olid the fecond Captain he gave three and thirty

horfemen, and a hundred and eighteen footmen of the Spa-

nijh Nation, two Pieces of Ordnance, and thirty thouland

Indians, and appointed him to pitch his camp in Culbuacan.

To Gonzalo de Sandoval, who was the third Captain, he gave

three and twenty horfemen, and a hundred and threefcore

footmen, two pieces of Ordnance, and forty thoufand jta-

dians, with Commiffion to chufe a place to pitch his camp;

In every Vergantine he planted a piece of Ordnance, fix

Harquebuffes, or Crofs-bows, and three and twenty Spa-

niards, men moft fit for that purpofe. He appointed alfo

Captains for each, and himfelffor General, whereat fome of

the chiefeft of his Company began to murmur, that went by

Land,thinking that they had been in greater danger \ where-

fore they required him to go with the main battel,and not by

water. Cortez little efteemed their words: for although

there was more danger in the land than in the water, yet it

did more import to have greater care in the Wars by water,

than on the land > becaufe his men had been in the one,

and not in the other. Befides the chiefeft hopes that Cortez»

had to win Mexico, were tbefe Veffels, for with them he

burnt a great part of the Canoa** of Mescieo^ an4 the reft

" he
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he fo locked up,that they were no help unto the htexkans^nd
with twelve only Vergantines he did annoy h?s enemy as
much by water, as the rpft of his Army did by land . All this
preparation for theüege oí Mexico by land and water, with
above a hundred thoufand Indians, befides the Spaniards
above mentioned, and the twelve Vergantines by water,was
finifhed in this City of lezcuco, which is a fufficient argu-
ment of the greatnefs oí it at that time, maintaining with
Pfovifion fit and neceflary fomany thoufands ofpeople, and
it yielded matter enough unto us for a large difcourfe, whilft
not far from the fight of it we travelled in the open and di-
re& plain Road to Mexico. And as we talked of the great*
nefs of it in former times, fo likewife we now wondered to
confider it to be but a fmall Government, where doth cón-
fiantly refide a Spanijh Governour fent from Spain, whofe
power reacheth to thofe borders of Tlaxcallan and Guacocingo^
and to moft of the petty Towcs and Villages oí the plain,

which were formerly under the command and power of a
King j but now are not able to make up above a thoufand
Duckats a year, which is fuppofed to be the yearly revenues
oftheGovernouriand Tezcucok felfisthisday judged to con-
fig only of a hundred Spaniards, and three hundred Indian
Inhabitants, whofe chiefriches come by gardening,and fend-
ingdaily in úiátCanofs Herbs and Salletsto Mexico. Some
wealth likewife they get by their Cedar-trees which grow
there, and are ready timber for the buildings of Mexico. Yet
now alfoare thefe Cedars much decayed by the Spaniards,

who have wafted and fpoiled them in their too too fumptu-
m$. buildings. Cortez only was accufed by Pamfilio de Nar-
pezj for that he had fpentfeven thoufand beams of Cedar-
trees in the work of his own houfe. Gardens there were in

Tezcuco formerly, that had a thoufand Cedar-trees for walls

and circuit, fome of them of a hundred and twenty foot

long, and twelve foot in compafs from end toend > but now
that Garden that hath fifty Cedar- trees about it, is much
regarded. At the end of this plain we paifed through Aflrai-

calcingo, which formerly was a great Town, but now not of
above an hundred Inhabitants, and from thence to Guetla-

vac %
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at, a petty Village, yetmoft pleafant for the (hade of ma-

ly fruit-trees, Gardens, and ftatelyhoufcs which for their

recreation fome Citizens of Mexico have built there, being at

the foot of the Caufey which from this Town through the

Lake reacheth about five Englifh miles to Mexico. And thus

upon the third day of Oüobet, 162 5. we cntred into that fa-

mous and gallant City, yet not abiding in it, but only paf-

ting through it, till we came to a houfe of recreation, ftand-

ing among the Gardens in the way to Chapultepec, named

Saint Jacintbo, belonging to the Dominicans of Manila in the

Eaft-Inctia's, ( whither our courfe was intended ) where we
were ftately entertained, and abode till after Candlemas day,

the time of our fecond (hipping at Acoapulco, ( 80 leagues

from Mexico) by the South-fea to Manila the chief

City of the Iflands named tbilippinas.

Chap. XIL

Shewing fonts particulars of the great and famous

City of Mexico informer times
3 with a true de-

[caption of it now; and of the State and Conditio

on of it 9 in the year i6?£.

IT hath been no fmall piece of Policy in the Friers and Je-
fuits of Manila and the Iflands of FhUippinas to pur-

chafe near about Mexico, fome houfe and Garden to carry

thither fuch Miffionary Priefis as they yearly bring from Spam
for thofe parts. For were it not that they found fome reft

and place of Recreation, but were prefently clofed up in the
Cloifiers of Mexico to follow thofe religious duties ( which
fore againft their wills moft of them are forced to ) they
would foon after a tedious journey from Spain by fea and
land relent of their purpofes of going forward, and ventu-
ring upon a fecond voyage by the South-fea i and would ei~

fher refolve upon a return to Spain> or of flaying in fome
part
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part oh4merica j as my felf and five more ofmy company
did, though fecretly and hiddenly, and fore againft the will

of Fryer Calvo and others, who had the tutoring and con-
du&ing of us. Therefore that all (uch as come from Spain

to be (hipped again at Accapuho for Philippine, may have all

manner of encouragement, reft and recreations becoming
their Profeffions, whilft they do abide in America \ and
may not be diiheartned by thofe that live about Mexi-
co , fwho do truly envy all that pafs that way to Afta J
the Friers and Jefuits have purchafed for their Miffions

houfes of Recreation among the Gardens, which are exem-
pted from the power and command of the Superiors of
Mexico, $nd areTubordinate unto the Government of the

Provincials of Philippine, who fend from thence their fub-

fiitute Vicars to rule, and to look to the forementioned

houfes and Gardens. To the Dominicans belonged this

houfe called St. Jacintho, whither we were carried, and
where we did abide near five months, having all things pro-

vided that were fit and neceffi^y for our Recreations, and for

our better encouragement to a fecond voyage by Sea, The
Gardens belonging to this houfe might beof fifteen Acres of
ground, divided into (had y walks under the Orange and
Lemmon-trees > there we had the Pomegranates, Figs, and
Grapes in abundance, with the Plantine, Sapotte, Ghicofa-

poite, Pine-fruit, and all other fruits that were to be found
in Mexico. The Herbs and Sallets, and great number of
Spanijh Cardoes which are fold out, brought in a great

Rent yearly *, for every day there was a Cart attended to be
filled and fent to the Market of Mexico i and this not at

feafons of the year, as herein England and other parts of
Europe, but at all times and feafons, both Wioter and Sum-
mer, there being no difference of heat, cold, frofts and
fnow, as wish as i but the fame temper all the whole year,

the Winter differing only from the Summer by the rain that

falls, and not by exceifive frofts that nip
t This we enjoyed

without doors? but within we had all forts and varieties

both of fiih and flefh. What we moft wondred at, was the

abundance of fweet meats > and efpccially of Conferves thai

were
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were provided foi us ¡ for to every one ofus during the time

of our abode there, was brought on Monday morning hatf

a

dozen Boxes of Conferve of asnees, and other fruits, be-

Mes our biskets, to flay our fiomachs in the™*™&™**
othertimesoftheday ; for in our flomachs we found a great

Serence between Spain and that Country Poring
and other parts of Europe a mans ttomach will hold out

from meal to meal, and one meal here of good cheer wil

oourifliand cheriih the ftomach four and twenty hours". But

in Mexico and other parts of ¿menea we found that two

or three hours after a good meal ofthree or four feverald.ihes

of Mutton, Veal or Beef, Kid, Turkeys or other Fowls,

our flomachs would be ready to faint and fo we werefam

tofupportthem with either a cup of Cbocolatte, or a bit ot

Conferve or Bisket, which for that purpofe was allowed us

in great abundance. This feemed to me fo ftrange,(whereas

themeatfeemedasfat and hearty, excepting the Beef, as

ours in Europe) that I for tome fatisfaéhon prefently had re-

courfe toa Do<äor of Phyiick; who cleared my doubt with

this anfwer, That though the meat we fed on was as fair to

look on, as in Spain v yet the fubftance and nounihment m

it came far Ihort of it, by reafon of the pafiure which is

drier and hath not the change oí fprings which the paftutes

of Europe have, but is ihort and withers foon away. But

fecondly, he told me that the Climate of thofe parts had this

effed to produce a fair (hew, but little matter,or fubftance.

As in the flclh we fed on v fo likewife in all the fruits there,

which are m©ft fair and beautiful to behold, moft fvveet and

lufcious to tafte, but little inward vertue or nounihment at

all in them, not half that is in ä Spaniíb Camuefa, or Engltjh

Kentifh Pippin. And as in meat, and fruit there is this

inward and hidden deceit, fo likewife the fame is to be found

in the people that are born and bied there, who make fait

outward (hews, but are inwardly falfe and hollow-hearted.

Which! have heard reported much among the Spaniards to

have been the anfwer of our Queen Elizabeth of England to

fome that preferred unto her of the fruits of America, that

furely where thofe fruits grew, the women were light, and
all
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all the people hollow and falfe-hearted. But further rea
fons I omit to fearch into i for this ofexperience only I writ<>
which taught me that little fuhitance and vertue is in the
great abundance and variety offood which there is enjoyed
ourftomachs witneffing this truth, which ever and anon
were gaping and crying, Feed,feed. Our Conferves there-
fore and dainties were plentifully allowed us i and all other
encouragements, and no occafion denied us ofgoing to vifit
Mexico, ( which was not two full miles from usJ all the
while we abode there, it was a pleafant walk for us to eo outm the morning, and to fpend all the day in the City and
come home at night, our way lying by Arches made of ftone,
three miles long to convey the water from CbaPttltepec unto
the City. Take therefore, gentle Reader, from me what
tor the (pace of five months I could learn concerning it in
former and prefent times. The fixation of this City is
much like that of Venice •, but only differs in this, thatW
mce is built upon the Sea- water, and Mexico upon a
la^e, which feemmgone, indeed is two i one part whereof
is flaqding water •, the other ebbeth and floweth, according
to the wind that bloweth. That part which ftandeth, is
wholefome, good, and fweet, and yieideth flore of fmal!
falh. That part which ebbeth and floweth, is a faltiih
bitter, and pefiiferous water, yielding no kind of fifo'
fmall or great. The fweet water ftandeth higher than the'
other, and falleth into it, and reverteth not backward, as
fome conceive it doth. The fait Lake containeth fifteen
miles in breadth, and fifteen in length, and more than five
and forty in circuit: and the Lake of fweet water contain-
eth eyen as much, in fuch fort that the whole Lake contain-
eth much about a hundred mile?.

1

The Spaniards are divi-
ded in opjnionsconcerning this water and the fprin»sof it •

ibme hold that all this water hath butonefpring out of a
greatand high Mountain which ftandeth South-weft within
light of Mexico, and that the caufe that the one part of
rhe Lake is brackifh and faltiih, is that the bottom or ground
is all fait i But however this opinion be true or falfe, cer-
tain it is and by experience I can witnefs that of that part
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fthe fait- water great quantity of Salt is daily ir^de, and

; part of the great Trading of that City into other parts of

he Coumry^nay it is fent part of it to the Philippine

Hands. Others (ay that this Lake hath two fprings, and
hat the frefh-water fpringeth out of that mountain which

¡andeth South-weft from Mexico, and the fait brackifli

vater fpringeth out of other high Mountains which ftand

nore North-weft : But thefe give no reafon for the faltnefe

>f it, without it be the agitation of it in the ebbing and
lowing h which not being with tides like the Sea, but with

he winds only ( which indeed make it as ftormy fometimes

s is the Sea ) why may not the winds produce the fame ef-

ed in the frefh water Lake ? I think rather, if it fpring

rom a different fpring from that from whence fpringeth the

refti- water, the brackiihnefs and faltiihnefs of it may pro-

eed from fome brackiih and fulphurous minerals through

frhich it pafleth in thofe Mountains. For by experience I

mow the like in the Province of Guatemala, whejre by a
rown called Amatitlan¡ there is a (landing Lake of wa-
ter not altogether fweet and freib, but a little brackiih,

which certainly hath its fpring from a fiery Mountain called

there a Vulcano, ( whofe burning proceeds from the Mines of

Srimftone that are within it ) from whence fpring near the

fame Town likewife two or three Springs of exceeding hot
water, which are reforted to for wholefome Baths, as co*

ming through a fulphurous mine, and yet the ftanding

Lake proceeding from the fame Mountain is of that quality

thatit maketh the ground about it fair, and efpecially m
the mornings the people go to gather up the fait which Heth

upon the ground by the water-fide like unto a hoary froflv

But thirdly, others conceive that that part of the Lake of
Mexico which is faltiih and brackiih comes through the

earth from the North-Sea > and though fprings of water
which come from the Sea lofe their brackiihnefs through the
earth, yet this may keep fome brackiihnefs by reafon of
the minerals, which are many in thofe parts * or by reafon
of the great, wide and open concavities of thofe mountains»
which being very hollow within ( as we find by experience

of
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of the Earthquakes which are more frequent there than hen

by reafon ofthe wind that getteth into thofe concavkies,anc

fo ihakes the earth to get outJ give no way to the water t<

fweeten through the earth, or to lofe all that faltnefs whicl

it brought with it from the Sea. But whatfoever th

true reafon be , there is not the like Lake known c

fweet and faitifh water, one part breeding fiQi , th

other breeding nebne at all This Lake had former!

Jome fouifcore Towns, fome fay more, fituated roum

about it 5 many of them containing five thouiand hou

Jholds, and fome ten thoafand, yea and Tezcuco (as

have (aid before ) was as big as Mexico. But when
was there,there might be thirty Towns and Villages about h

and fcarce any ot above five hundred houiholds betweei

Spaniards and Indians i fucb hath bten the hard ufage o

the Spaniards towards them* that they have even almoi

confumed that poor Nation, Nay two years before I cam
from thofe parts, which were the years of 1635. an*

i6j6# I was credibly informed that a millón of Indi

ans lives had been loft in an endeavour of the Spaniards t<

turn the water of the Lake another way from the City

which was peiformedby cutting a way through the Moun
tains, for to avoid the great inundations that Mexico wa
fubjeéi: . unto, and efpecially for that the year 1634. ^
waters grew fo high that they threatned deftruóHon to al

the City , ruinating a great part, and coming into thi

Churches that flood inthehighett part of it, infomuchtha

thq people ufed commonly boats and Canoas from houfe tí

bouíe. And moft of the Indians that lived about the Lak<

were imploycd to ftriveagainft this ftrong Element of wa-

ter, which has been the undoing of many poor wretches

but efpecially of thefethiity Towns and Villages that bor
dered near upon the Lake s which now by that great wort

is further from the houfes of the City , and hath a paifagc

made another way, though it was thought it would noi

long continue, but would tind again itsoldcourfe towardi

Memo. This City when Cortcz firfl enired into if, ( waj

as fome fay ) of fixty, but more probably it is reported tc
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iave been of fourfcore thoufand houies. Montezuma hi^

>alace was very great, large and beautiful, which in the

Indian language was named Tepac ; and that had twenty

loGrs or gates, which had their outcoming into the com-

ilón ftrects. It had three Courts, and in<he one flood a fait

buntain, many halls, and a hundred chambers of three

»nd twenty, and thirty foot longv an hundred bathes, and

iof-houfes * and artd all this without nails, yet very good

vorkmanihip. The walls were made of Mafons work, and

wrought of Marble, Jafp and other black ftone, with

reins of red, like unto Rubies and other (tones*, which gli-

tered very fair h the roofs were wrought of Timber, and cu-

ioufly caived, being of Cedar, Cyprefs, and Pine-tree*, the

Chambers were painted, and hung with cloath of Cotton^

md oí Conies hair and feathers. The beds only were un-

~ecming this great flate, very poor and ofno value, fuch as tú

;his day the beft and richeft Indians ufe » for they wear no-

ting but mantles laid upon mats, or upon hay, or elfe

Tiats alone. Within this Palace lived a thoufand women,nayi

bme affirm three thoufand, reckoning Gentlewomen, fer-

/ants and flaves, all together ; but the moft were principal

Indians daughters ; ot whom Montezuma took for himfelf

:h.ofe that liked him beft, and the other he gave in marriage

:o Gentlemen his fervants. It is credibly reported among

:he Spaniards that he had at one time a hundred and fifty

,vomen his wives with child, who commonly took medicines

cai\ their creatures, becaufe they knew that they ihould

nbt inherit the State v and thefe had many old women to

guard them, for no man was permitted to look upon them.

Betides this Tepac, which fignifieth Palace, Montezuma ,

had yet in Mexico another houfe with very curious lodgings

and fair Galleries, built upon pillars oí Jafp, whteh looked

towards a goodly Garden, in the which there was at leafi a

dozen Ponds, fome of fait-water for Sea-fowls, and others of

frefla-water for River-fowls and Lake-fowls, which Ponds

were devifed with Slüces to empty and to fill at pleafure for

the cleannefs ofthe Fowls feathers ^and thefe Fowls are faid

to have besnfo many in number^ that the Ponds could

H fcarcely
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fcarcely hold them, and of fuch feveral forts, and offuch
ftrange and various coloured feathers, that the moft of them
the Spaniards knew not, nor had at any time feen the like.

There did belong to that houfe above three hundred peifons

of fervice* who had their feveral charges concerning thefe

Fowls» forne had care to cleanfe the Ponds; others were
appointed to fifh for bait * others ferved them with meat

»

and to every kind of fowl they gave fuch ^>att as they

were wont to feed of in the fields or rivers -.others did
trim their feathers s others had care to look to their eggs i

others to fet them abrood; and the principal office was to

pluck the feathers : for of them were made rich mantles,

tapiftry,wroaght with target?, tufts of feathers, and many
.other things gold and filver.

Befides this houfe, Montezuma had yet another houfe

within Mexico, appointed only for hawking fowls, and
fowls of rapine. In which houfe there were many high
Halls, wherein were kept men, Women, and children, fuch

as were dwarfs, crook-backs or any monftrous perfons, and
with them fuch as were born white of colour, which did ve-

ry feldom happen >nay, fome would deform their children

on purpofe to have them carried to the Kings houfe, to help

tofe't forth his greatnefs by their deformity. In the lower
halls of this houfe there were Gages for fowls ofrapine ofall

forts, as Hawks, Kites, Bóytcrs (which are very many in

thofe parts ) and of the Hawks near a dozen fundry kinds
of them. This houfe had for daily allowance five hundred
Turkey cocks, and three hundred men of f^rvice, befides

the Falconers and Hutriers, which, fome fay were above a

thoufand men. The Hunters were maintained in that houfe,

becaufe of the raveous beails which were alfo kept in the

lower Halls in great cages*made of timber, wherein were
kept in fome Lyons, in others Tygers, in others Ownzes, in

others Wolves jinconclufion, there was no four-footed beaft

wanting there, only to theeffeot, that the mighty Monte-
zuma might fay, that he had fuch things in his houfe iand
all were fed daily with Turkey-cocks, Deer, Dogs, and
fuch like. There were alfo in another Hall great earthen

veifels,
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vcffels, fome with earth, aud fome with water, wherein

were Snakes, as grofs as a mans thigh, Vipers, Crocodiles

which they call Caymanes, of twenty foot long with fcales

and head like a Dragon \ besides many other fmaller lifarts

and other venemous beafts and Serpents, as well of the water

as of the land. To thefe Snakes and the other venemous

beafts they ufually gave the blood ofmen facrificed to feed

them» Others fay they gave unto them mans fkih, which

the great Lifarts, or Caymans eat very well. But what was

wonderful to behold, horrid to fee, hideous to hear in this

houfe, was the Officers daily occupations about thefe beafts,

the floor with blood like a gelly, (linking like a flaughter-

houfe, and the roaring of the Lions, the fearful hiffing of

the Snakes and Adders, the doleful howling and barking of

the Wolves, the fonowful yelling of the Ownzes and Ti-

gres, when they would have meat. And }et in this place,

lyhich in the night feafon teemed a dungeon ofhell, and a

dwelling place for the Devil, could a heathen Prince pray

unto his Gods and Idols i for near unto this Hall was another

of a hundred and fifty foot long and thirty foot broad,

where was a chappel with the roof of filver and gold in leaf

wainfeotted and decked with great ftore of pearl and ftone,

as Agats, Cornerines, Emeralds, Rubies, and djvers other

forts-, and this was the Oratory where Montezuma prayed

in the night feafon, and in that chappel the Devil did ap^

pear unto him, and gave him anfwer according to his pray-

ers, which as they were uttered among fo many ugly and de-

formed beafts, and with the noife ofthem which repreiented

Hell it felf, were fitted for a Devils anfwer. He had alfa

his Armoury, wherein was great ftore of all kind offuch

Ammunition which they ufed in their Wars, as Bows, Ar-

rows, Slings, Launces, Darts, Clubs, Swords and Buck-

lers, and gallant Targets, more trim than ftrong,and all

made of Wood, gilt or covered with Leather. The Wood
whereofthey made their Armour and Targets was very hard

and flrong v and at their arrows ends they enclofcd a little

piece of flint- ftone, or a piece of a fiih bone called Libifa^

whkh Was fo venemous, that if any were hurt with it, and
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the head remained in the wound, it fo feftered that it was al-

moft incurable. Their Swords were ofWoodland the edge

thereof was flint ftone, incloied or joyned into a flaff> and

with thtfe fwords they cut fpears, yea and a Horfe neck at a

blow, and could make dents into Iron, which feemeth a

thing unpoifible and incredible. Thefe flints were joyned

into the iiaffs with a certain kind of glue, which was made of

a root called Zacolt, and ?*wi2ii, which is a kind of ftrohg-

fand, whereof they made a mixture, and after kneaded it

with the blood oT Bats, or Rear mice and other fowl, which

didglew fo ftrong, that it fcarceever uncleaved again i and

ofthefe Montzuma had in his houfe of Armour great flore.

But befides thefe houfes it is wonderful to relate yet many

others which that great heathen Emperour had for his only

recreation and paftime, with excellent fair gardens of medi-

cinal herbs, fweet flowers, and trees of delegable favour.

But of one garden more especially it is faid, that in it there

were a thoufand perfonages made, and wrought artificially

of leaves and flowers And Montezuma would not permit

that in this garden (hould be any kind of Pot herbs, or

things tobe fold, faying that it did not appertain to Kings to

have things of profit among their delights and pleafures, for

that fuch did appertain to Merchants. Yet out of Mexico

he had Orchards with many and iundry fruits ; and like-

wife pleafant houies in Woods and forrelts, ofgreat compaís,

environed with water, in the which he had fountains, rivers,

ponds with fifti, rocks and coverts where were Harts, Bucks,

Hares, Foxes, Wolves and fuch like, whither he himfelf fel-

dom went \ but the Lords of Mexico ufed to go to fport

themfelves in them. Such and fo many were the houfes of

Montezuma, wherein few Kings were tqual with him* He

had daily attending upon him in his privy guard fix hundred

Noblemen and Gentlemen, and each of them three or four

fervants, and fome had twenty fervants or more according to

their eftatei and the moiVcredible report goes; that in this

manner he had three thoufand men attendants in his Court,

all which were fed in his houfe of the meat that came from

his table. There were in thofc times under the Mexican

Empire
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Empire three thoufand Lords ofTowns, who had many vaf-

fals but more efpecially there were thirty of high eftate, who

were able to make each ofthem a hundred thoufand men of

War. And all thefe Noblemen did abide in Mexico a cer-

tain time of the year in the Court of Mentezuma, and could

not depart from thence without efpecial licence of the Em-

perour, leaving each ofdiem a fon or brother behind them

for fecurity ofrebellion s and for this caufe they had generally

houfes in the City ; fuch and fo great was the Court ofMon-

tezuma. Moreover he fpent nothing in the buildings of all

thefe his houfes, for he had certain Towns that payed no

other tribute, but only to work and repair continually his

houfes at their own proper coft, and paid all kind of work-

men, carrying upon their backs, or drawing in fleds ftone,

lime, timber, water, and all other neceffaries for the work,

Lifewife they were bound to provide all the wood thatfhould

be fpent in the Court, which was five hundred mens bur-

thens,and fome days in the Winter much more. But efpe-

cially for the Emperors chimnies they brought the bark of

Oak-trees, which wasefteemed for the light. Thus was

that great City formerly illuflrated with a mighty Monarch,

his houfes and attendants. There weie then alio in Mexico

three forts of flreets, very broad and fair \ the one fort was

only of water, with many bridges, another foit of only

earth, and the third ofearth and water, the one half being

firm ground to walk upon, and the other half for boats to

bring provifion to the City * the moil part of the houfes had

two doors, the one toward the Cawiey, and the other to-

ward the water, at the which they took boat to go whither

they lift. But this water (though fo near to the houfes )
being not good to drink, there is other water freihand

fweet brought by conduit to Mtxico, from a place called

Cbupultepec three miles diftant from that City, which

fpringcthoutofalittle hill, at the foot whereof flood for-

merly two ftatues, or images, wrought in none, with their

Targets and L^unces, the one of Montezuma, the other of

Axaiaca his father. The water is brought from thence to

this day in two pipes built upon Arches of brick and ftonc

H 3 Ufci
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like a fair-bridge \ and when one pipe is foul, thai all

the water is conveyed into the other, till the firft be made
clean. From this fountain all the whole City is provided,

and the Water-men go felling the fame water from ftreet to

ftreet, fome in little boats, others with earthen Tankards

upon Mules or Affes- backs. The chief and principal divifion

of this City when Ú\t Spaniards firft conquered it, was into

two ftreets s the one was called 1lateluko
y

that is to fay, a

little Ifland, and the other Mexico where Montezuma his

dwelling and Court wa$,fignifying in the language a fpring.

And becaufe of the Kings palace there, the whole City was
named Mexico* But the old and firft name ofthe City ac-

cording to fome Hiftorians was Tenuchtitlan, which fignifi-

eth fruit out ofa ftone, being a compounded name of7e*4

which in the language is ftone, and Nuchtli, which is a

fwect fruit called generally in Cuba, and all other parts of

America by the Spaniards^ lunas j the name of the tree

whereon this fruit groweth is called Nopal. And when
this City begun to be founded, it was placed near unto a

great none that flood in the midft of the lake, at the foot

whereofgrew one of fhefe Nopal trees > which is the reafon

why Mexico giveth for arms and device the foot of a Nopal

tree fpringing from a none according to the firft name of the

City Tenuchtitlan. But others do affirm,that this City*hath the

name of the firft founder of it, cabled lenucb^ the fecond fon

of iztacmixcoatly whofe fons and dependents did firft ioha*

bit all that of part America which is now called New Spain.

Mexico is as much as to fay a fpring or fountain, according

jto the property of the vowel or fpeeth, from whence fome
judge that City to be fo named. But others do affirm that

Mexico hath its name from a more ancient time, whoie
firft founders were called Mexiti, for unto this day the In-

dian dwellers in one ftreet of this City are called of Mexka.
and that thefe Mexiti took name of their principal Idol

called Mexitli, who was in as great veneration as Vitzjlo»

i fnehtU-y the God of War. But others affirm ("and this

Opinion is moft received among the Spaniards ) that the

Mexicans firft were the inhabitants of Nova Galicia > from

. whence

wi
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whence they made a violent irruption, AnnoV9miniy2©*

and lingered in divers places till the year 901. when under

the leading of Mexi their chiefCaptain they bulk this City,

and called it after the name of their General. They were

in all feven Tribes,which ruled long in an Ariftocratical Hate i

till the moil puiffant of the Tribes, called Navatalcas, ele&cd

a King to whom they fubmitted themfelves. The firft King

that was thus eleóted, was called Vttzüoviüi > the fecond,

Acsmopitzli \ the third, Cbimalpapoca ^ the fourth, Izcho-

alt i the fifth, Montezuma the firft > the fixth, Acam i the

ferenth Axaiaca j the eighth, Antzklh the ninth, Monte*

zuma the fecond, who reigned when Cortez came firft > the

tenth, was ^uabutimoc^ who loft 'Mexico, and in whom
ended that Indian Empire. The moft fortunate of thefe

Kings was Izchoalt '•, who by his coufm Tlacaeltec, fubdued

the other fix Tribes, and brought them under the Mexican

Kings. And after the death of Izcboalt, flacaellec was
by the firft electors ( which were fix in number ) chofen

King* as a man of whofe vertue they had formerly made
tryal. But he very noble refufed if, faying thatit was more

convenient for the Commonwealth that another ihould be

King, and that he (hould execute that which was otherwife

more fit for the neceflity of the State, than to lay the whole

burden upon his back \ and that without being King, he

would not leave to labour for thepublickas well as if he

were King. Upon this generous refufal they made choice of

Montezuma the firft. The moft unhappy Kings of that na-

tion C at whofe birth could not but be fome diiaftrous afpetä

of the Planets ) were the two hit, Montezuma the fecond , and
Quabutimoc, who were both vanquiihed by Ferdiñando Cortez*

who took Montezuma prifoner out of his own palace, and
with fair words and language carried him to his lodgings in

Mexico y and kept him there, knocking a pair of gyves on
his legs, until the execution of Qnalpopoca Lord tÄNahut-
lan, now called Almena ( who was to be burnt for killing

nine Spaniards ) was paft. But this imprifonment oftheir

Emperor ftined up the hearts of all the Mexicans to confpire

againft Cortjjz and th^ Spmiardsy againft whom they fought

H 4 %
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a raofi fierce and bloody battel two or three days together

crying out for their Emperor, and threatning them with the

cruelleft death that ever man fuffered. Whereupon Cortez

defired Montezuma to go up into the Sotie of hishouie whitf

they were battering with ftones.and to command his fubjeót;

to ceafe from their heat and fur^ > who at Cortez his requef

went up and leaned over the wall t© talk with them, anc

beginning to fpeak unto them, they threw fo many none

out of the ftreet, houfes, and windows, that one happenec

to hit Montezuma on the temples of the head, with whid
blow he fell down dead to the ground i and this was hi

end, even at the hands of his own íúbjcéfo and vaííals againí

their walls, in the City of his greateft glory, and in th
1

power and cuftody of a foreign and ftrange nation. Th
Indians affirm that he was of the greateft blood of all hi

Image, and the greateft King in eftate that ever was ii

Mexico. And from hence it may very well be noted, tha

when Kingdoms do moft flouriih, then are they night ft to

change, or elfe to change their Lord, as doth appear in thi

Hiftory of Montezuma^ whofe great glory and majefiy pre

figed the downfal of that City and peoples whothoug
after the death of Montezuma they made ^uahutimoc the;

Emperor, and perfifting in their furious battery sgainft Cm
tez his palace, cauftd him and all his Spamaréh to flie ou

of Mexico h yet having itrengthencd themftlves again i

TlaxcaVan > and prepared iixteen, or as others fay, fightee

Vergantinesfor the lake, they foon after beiieged Mexico Í

by water and land, thatthe Citizens were in great nea flit]

and fo many dead with hunger and iicknefs, (hat there w<j

heaps of dead bodies in houfes, only to keep cloie thti

extreme rnifery ; who would not yield even when they fa\

their King ^uahutimoc his fair houfes burned, and th

greateft part of their City confumed with lire and beate

down plain with the ground, fo long as they could enjoy an

one ftreet, Tower, or Temple to defend themfelves and of

pofe the Spaniards : who after many nerce and bloody fight

* by land and with their boats by water having won thechic

' I^rket-place and moft of the City, as they went walkin

^1
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in the fireets found heaps of dead bodies in the houfes,

ftreets, and in the water, and the very barks of trees and

roots gnawn by the hungry creatures, and the men fo lean

and yellow that it was a pitiful fight to behold. And with

this Cortez yet required them to yield i but they although

they were fo lean of body wereftrong in heart, and anfwer-

ed that he (houldnot fpeak of any friendihip to them, nor

yet hope of their fpoii, for when no fortune would favour

themv then they would either burn their treafure^ or

throw it into the Lake, where they fhould never profit

thereby, and that they would fight while one alone ihould

remain alive.

Cortos defirous to fee what remained of the City to win,

went up into a high Tower, and having well viewed the

City, he judged that ofeight parts one remained yet to win*

And aifaulting the fame, the forrowful Citizens bewailing

their unfortunate fate and deftiny, befeeching the Spaniards

to make an end, and to kill them all out of hand * others

ftanding at the brim of the water near unto a draw-bridge

cried out* O Captain Cortez» feeing that thou art the

Child of the Sun, why doft thou not intreat the Sun thy

Father to make an end of us? O thou Sun thatcanftgo

round about the World in a day and a night, we pray thee

make an end of us and take us out of this miferable life, ios

we defire death to go and reft with our God Huetcavatlb

who tarrieth for us. Cortez feeing the great extremity that

thefe poor wretched people were in, thinkingnow that they

would yield unto him, ient a meffage to ¿guahutimoc, de-

firing him to confidfr his Subje&s great extremity ,which yet

might be greater, ifhe yielded not to Peace, But when the

ftubborn King heard this ambaflage, he was fo moved with

Ire and choler, that forthwith he commanded Conez his Am-
baffadour to be facrificed, and gave the reft of the Spaniards

that went with him for anfwer blows with ftones, flaves and

Arrows, faying that they defired death and no Peace

Whereupon Cortez feeing the King fo ftubborn and refra&o-

ry after fomuch (laughter and mifery of his fi^bjeds, after fo

many Combates andskirmiíhes made with the Ipfs ofalmoft

all
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all the City, fent forthwith Sandoval with his Vergarntine
one way, and went himfelf another combating theloufr
and forts that yet remained, where he found fmall refiftance
io that he might do what he pleafed. One would havt
thought there had not been five thoufand left in all the City,
feeing the heaps ofdead bodies that lay about the ftreetUndm the houies, and yet fuch was this lañ combate, that there
were that day flain and taken prifoners forty thoufand per-
Ions. The lamentable cry and mourning ofthe women and
cnildren, would have made a firong heart relent, the itench
alio ot the dead bodies was wonderful noifom. That night
Cortez purpofed to make an end the next day of the Wars •

and gnabutimoc pretended to flie, and for that purpofe
had embarked himfelf in a Canoa of twenty Oan. When
they day appeared, Cortez with his men, and four Pieces of
Ordnance came to thecorner where thofe that yet remained
were (hut up as Cattel in a Pound. He gave order to San-
doval and Alvarado what they ihould do, which was to be
ready with their Vergantines, and to watch the coming out
ot the Canoa's, which (vere hid betwixt certain fioufcs
and efpeciilly to have regard unto the Kings pcrfon,and not
to(hurt htm, but to take him alive. He commanded the re-
fidue of his men to force the Mexican boats to go out, and
he himfelf went up into a Tower, inquiring for the King
xvheie he found Xibuacoa, Governour and Captain General
of the City, who would in no wifeyield himfelf. Then
came out of the City a great multitude of old folks, men
women and children to take boat. The throngwasfo great
with hail to enter the Camas, that many by that means were
drowned

I

in the Lake. Cortez required his men not to kill
thofe miferabk creatures ; But yet he could not ftay the In -

diani his friends of flaxcallan, and other places, who ilew
and faciihced above fifteen thoufand. The men ofWar flood
in the houfe tops, and Zones beholding their perdition. All
the Nobility of Mexico were embarked with the King. Then
Cortez gave fign with the lhot ofa hand- gun, that his Cap-
tains ihould be in a readinefs, lo that in ihort fpace they wan
*ul!y and wholly the great City of Mem?. The Vergan-

i fines*

^m
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ines likewife brake in among the Fleet of boats without any

efiftance, and preiently beat down §htabutimoc his Royal

tandard. Garcia Holguin who was a Captain ofone of the

bergantines, cfpied a great Canoa oftwenty Oars deep laden

vith men, who ( being by one of his prifoners informed

hat the King was in it ) gave chafe to it and prefently over

00k it. When guabiitimoc, who itood upon the Poop of

lis Canoa ready to fight, faw the ¿Spaniards Crofs-bows bent

íhoof, and many drawn fwords againft him, he yielded

limfelf, delaring that he was King; Garcia Holguin being

1 glad man offuch a prifoner took him and carried him unto

Zortez, who received him very refpeófcfully* But when

QHohutimoc came near unto him, he laid his hand upon

Zortez his dagger, faying, I have done all my beft and pof-

ible endeavor to defend my felfand my Vaffals according to

my duty, hoping not to have come to this eftatfc and place

where now I fland j and confidering that you may do

with me what you pleafe, I befeech you to kill me, and that

is my only requeft, Cortez comforted him with fair words,

giving him hope of life : and took him up into a Zotk> re-

quiring him to command his Subjeóts that yet held out, to

yield and render themfelves. Which ¡¡htahutimoc prefently

performed j and at that time after fo many Prifoners taken,

and fo many thoufands flain and üarved, there were about

threefcore and ten thoufand perfons, who feeing that Prince

a Prifoner, threw down their weapons and fubmiited them-

felve*. Thus did Hernando Cortez win the famous and

ftately City of Mexico, on the 13, day of Augujl, Anno

Vom. 1 5 2 1. In remembrance whereof every year on that

day they make in Mexico a fumptuous feaft and folemn

proceflion, wherein is carried the Standard Royal, with the

which the City was won. In the lofs ofit was as much to be

obferved as Antiquity can produce ofany Vi&ory j wherein

was one Emperor the greateft that ever was in in thofe parts

flam*, and another as great a «Warrier as ever Americahzd
known, taken Prifoner. The Siege endured from the time
the Vergantines came from Haxcallan three months, and
therein were on Cortezhis fide near 2osopo Indians2 who

daily
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daily increafed and eame in to help him 5 poo Spaniards
fourftore horfes only, feventeen or eighteen Pieces of Ord
nance h fixteen or as fome fay eighteen Vergantines, and a

lean 600 o Camas. In this Siege were flain fifty Spaniard
only and fix horfes, and not above e%ht thoufand of the In
Sans Cortez his friends. And on the Mexicans fide wen
flain atleaft a hundred and twenty thoufand Indians, befide

Ithofe that died with hunger and Peftilence. At the defend
of the City were all the Nobility,by reafon whereofmany oi

them were flain. The multitude of People in the City wa¡

fo great, that they were conftrained to eat little, to drinl

fait- water, and to fleep among the dead bodies, where wa-
a horrible flench ; and for thefe caufes the difeaáe of Pefti

lence fell among them, and thereofdied an infinite number
Whereupon is ro be confidered their valour, and ftedfaf

determination-, for although tbey were affli&ed with fud:

hunger that they were driven to eat boughs, rinds of trees,

and to drink íalt-waíer, yet would they not yield them-
felves. And here alfo is to be noted, that although the

Mexicans did eat mans fltfh, yet they did eat none but fucli

as were their enemies i for had they eaten one another and
their own children, there would not fo many have died with
hunger. Ihe Mexican women were highly commended,
^ipt only becaufe they abode wich their husbands and fathers,

but alfo for the great pains they took with the fick and
wounded perfons *, yea and alfo they laboured in making
^ngs cutting ftones fit for the fame, and throwing flones

from the Zoties s for therein they did as much hurt as their

men. The City was yielded to the fpoil, and the Spani-
ards took the gold, plate and feathers, the Indian friends

had all the reft of cioth and other fluff. Thus was that fa-

mous, City ruinated, and burnt by the Spaniards, and the

power of that Nation brought under the Spanifh fubje&ion.

Cortez having found the air of that City very temperate and
pleafaiit for mans life, and the fituation gommodious,
thought prefently of rebuilding it, and of making it the

chief Seat of Juftice and Court for all that Country. But
before I come to fpeak ofitasrebuilded and now fíourííbing,

I
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luft add unto what hath been faid of Montezuma his

met fiate and houfes in it, the greatnefs of the Market-

ce and Temple, which was in it, when the Spaniards

ned and deftroycd it. The conveniency of the Lake

Dut this City gave encouragement to the Mexicans to fet

art amoft fpacious Market-place, whither all the Country

out might refort to buy,exchange and fell i which was the

)re eafie for them by reafon of the abundance of Boats

uch were made only for fuch Traffique. In this great lake

-re were at that time above two hundred thoufand ofthefc

:le boats, which the Indians call Acalles, and the Spam-

is call them Canoas^ wrought like a kneading trough*

ne bigger than others according to the greatnefs ofthe

dy ofthe tree,whereof they are made. And where 1 number

jo hundred thoufand of thefe boats, I fpeak of the leaft,

r Mexico alone had above fifty thoufand ordinarily to «ar-

and bring unto the City vi&ual, provifion, andpaffen-

rs, fo that on the market days all the ftreets ofwater were

11 of them. The Market is called in the Indian tongue

lanqmztli '•> every Pariih had his Market place to buy and

II in-, but Mexico and llatelulco only, which are the

licfeit Cities, had great Fairs and places fit for the fame ;

id efpccially Mexico had one place, where mofl days in the

>ar was buying and felling s but every fourth day was the

reat Market ordinarily. This place was wide and large,com-

ifled about with doors, and was fo great that i ooo©o
erfotss came thither to chop and change, as a City moil

rincipal in all that region. Every occupation and kind oí

merchandize had his proper place appointed, which no

ther might by any means occupy or diiiurb. Likcwife pe-

ierous wares had their place accordingly, fuch as ftone,

imber, lime, brick and all fuch kind of fluff unwrought,

>eing neceffary to build withal. Alfo mats both fine and
oarfe, of fundry workmanfhip \ alfo coals, wood, and all

bits of earthen veiTels, glazed and painted very curioufly.

}cer-skins both raw and tanned, in hair, and without hair,

>f many colours, for Shoemakers, for Bucklers, Targets^

fcrkins, and lining ofwoodden coiflets, alio skins ofother

beafb.



lió J New Survey Chap, XI
beafts, and fowl in feathers ready dreffed of all forts. T[
colours and flrangenefs thereof was a thing wonderful to be

hold. The richeft merchandize was fait, and mantles (

Cotton-wool of divers colours, both great and fmall \ fotr

for beds,other for garments and clothing, other for Tapifti

to hang houfes pother Gotten- cloth was wont to be fold thei

for linnen drawers { which to this day the Indians ufe 3 fe

íbirts, table-cloaths, towels and fuch like things. Thei

were alfo mantles, made of ths leaves of a tree called Met

and of the Pálm-tree and Conie-hair, which were wcl

eñeéméd, being very warm, but the Coverlets made <

feathers were the beft. They fold thred there made oí Coni<

hair, and alfo skins of other thred of all colours. Bi

the great ftoic ot poukrey which was brought to that Mark*

was flranger to fee, and the ufes they fold and bought thei

for 5 for although they did eat the fieih of the fowl, yet Ü
feathers ferved for clothing, mixing one foirt with anothe

But the chief bravery of that market was the place whei

gold and feathers joyntly wrought were fold * for any thin

that was in requeft, was there lively wrought in gold an

feathers and galrapt colours. The Indians were fo expe

and perfeét in this feknee, that they would work or mske
butter-flie, any wild beaft, trees, roles, flowers, herbs, roof

Or any other thing fo lively that it was a thing marvellous t

behold. It hapned many times that one of thefe workme
in. a whole day would eat nothing, only to place one fsath<

in his due perfe&ion, turning and toiling the leather to Ü
light ofthe Sun, into the (hade or dark place to fee whei

was his moil natural perfeéHon, and till his work were fin

fhed he would neither eat nor drink. There are few nat

ens offo much fleam or fübftance. The art, orfciencet

GoldfmJths among them was the moft curious, and hiai

good workmanfliip engraven with tools made of flint or i

mould. They will cait a platter in mould with eight co

ners, and every corner of feveral metal, the one of gol

and the other offilver, without any kind of folder. Th<
will alfo found or caft a little cauldron with looie handl

hanging thereat, as we ufe toca ft a bell ; they will alfo caft i

nioul
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nouldafiihofmetal, wih one fcale of Giver on his back
nd another ofgold-, they will make a Parrot or Popinjay
f metal that his tongue (hall (hake, and his head move
nd his wings flutter i thefwill caft an Ape in mould, that
oth hands and feet (hallflir j and hold afpindle inhis'handl
eeming to fpin, yea an apple in his hand as though he
vould eat it. They have skill alfo in Enamelling and to
et any pretious flone. But now as touching the marker
here was to fell Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, Latten, and
rin i although there was but very littleofthe three laft me-
als mentioned. There were pearls, precious (tones, divers
nd lundry forts of fhels, and bones, Sponges, andPed-
:rs ware. There were alfo many kind of herbs, roots and
;eds, as well to be eaten, as for medicine i for both men
/omen and children had great knowledge in herbs, for
hrough poverty and neceffity they did feek for their fufte-
ianceand help oftheir infirmities and difeafes They did
pend little among Phyficians, although there wereiomeof
hat Art, and many Apothecaries, who did bring into the
narket, ointments, fyrups, waters, and other drugs fit for
ick perions, They cure all difeafes almoft with herbs -vea
s much as for to k.ll Ike they have a proper herb for the
wrpofe. The feveral kinds ofmeats to be fold was without
lumber, as Snakes without head and tail, little dogs gelt
doles, Rats, Long-worms, Lice, yea, anda kind of earth-
or at one feafonm the year they had nets of Mail, with the
rtnch they raked up a certain duft that is bred upn the wa~
erofthe lake oí Mexico, and that is kneaded together likf
intoOazeofthefea Theygathered much of this and kept
tin heaps and made thereof Cakes like unto Brick-baL
Vnd they did not only fell this ware in the Market, but alfo
cnt «abroad to other Fairs and Markets afar offhand they
lid eat this Meal with as good a ftomach as we eat Cheefe -
'«.and they hold opinion, that this skum or fatnefs ofthe

Kkf
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íet^ fuch 8reaV
n^berofíowIco^tohe lake, which in the winter leafon is infinite. Thev fold

tTLl r
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^' VenMi» b? quarters or whole,
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»oes, Hares,Comes, and Dogs,and many other beafts,which

they
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they brought up for the purpofe and took in hunting. Th<

great ftore of fundry kinds of fruits was marvellous, whid
were there fold, both green and «pe. There is a fort as bij

as an Almond called Cacao ( whereof is the drink called Cho

colatte well known now in Chriftendom ) which is botl

meat and currant money. In thefe times of the bigger for

fixfeore or fevenfeore, and of the leffer fort two hundred a*

wxsttU a Spanijh Rial, which is fixpenee, and with thefe th

Indians buy what they lift \ for five, nay for two Cacao

which is a very fmall part of a Rial, they do buy fruits ant

the like. There were divers kinds of colours to be fold

which they made ofrofes3
flowers, fruits, barks of trees

and other things very excellent. All the things recited
5
ant

many others which I fpeak not of, were fold in this grea

Market, and in every other Market of Mexico \ and all th

fellets payed a certain furo for their (hops or (landings, t<

the King, as a Cuftotn, and rhey were to be prefervedanc

defended from thieves and robbers, And for that purpoi

there went Serjeants and Office* s up and down the Marke

to fpie out malefaétors. In ihe midft of this Market ftoo<

an houfe, which was to be feen throughout the Fair, an<

there did fit commonly twelve ancient men for Judges t<

difpatch law.matters. Their buying and felling was ti

change one ware for another, one gave a hen for a bundle c

Maiz/ others gave mantles far fait or money which wasGi

They had meafure and ftrike for all kind of corn, anccao.

other earthen meaíures for honey and oyl, and fuch wines a

they made of Palm trees, and other roots ancT trees, An<

ifany meafmewerefalfificd,they puniflied the Offenders an<

brake their mea Cures. This was she civility they had whei

they were Heathens, for buying and felling, And althougl

they knew not the true God, but worihipped Idols > yet r<

their Idols and to the Devil they dedicated Temples and pla

cesofworthip,wherein 'they uefd thofe facrifices which Davit

ipeaksof in Pfal. ie<S. 37. faying, Iheyfacrificed their fon

and that Daughters unto Devils.

The Temple is called in the Mexican language Jeucdlh

which is a compound word «f Teutl , which figniiiet!

God
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God, and CM, which iignifieth a houfe. There were in

Mexico many Pariih-Churches with towers, wherein were

Chappels and Altars where the Images and Idols did ftand.

All their Temples were of one faihion * the like I believe

was never feen nor heard of. And therefore it (hall be now
fufficknttodefcribe the chief and greateft Temple, Which

was as their Cathedral Church. This Temple was fquare,

and did contain every Way as much ground as a Grofs-bpw

can reach level. It was made of ftone, with four doors that

lookt towards the three Cawfeys, and upon another part of

the City that had rio Cawíey, but a fair ftreet. In the midft

of this Quadem flood a mount of earth and none, fquare

likewife, and fifty fathom long every way, built upward like

unto a Pyramid ofEgypt, foving that the top was not iharp,

but plain and flat, and ten fathom fquare. Upon the Weft

fide were fteps up to the top, in number a hundred and four-

teen, which being (o many, high and made ofgood ftone,

did feem a beautiful thing. It was a firange fight to behold

the Priefts,fome going up, andfome down with ceremo-

nies, or with men to be facrificed. Upon the top of this

Temple were two great Altars, a good fpace diftant the on©

from the other, and fonigh the edge or brim of the wall,

that fcarcdy a man might go behind them at pleafüre. The

one Altar flood on the right hand, and the other on the lefti

they were but of five foot high ', each ofthem had the back

part made of ftone, painted with monftrousand foul figures.

The Ghappcl was fair and well wrought ofMafons work and

timber» every Chappel had three lofts one above another,

fuftained upon pillars, and with the height thereof it (hew-

ed like unto a fair tower, and beautified the City afar off.

From thence aman might fee all the City and Towns round

about the lake, which was undoubtedly a goodly profped.

And becaufe Cortez and his company ihould fee the beauty

thereof, Montezuma himfelf (to make the more oftenta-

tion of his greatnefs and the Majefty of his Court ) carried

the firft Spaniards thither, and (hewed them all the ordet

of the Temple, even from the foot to the top. there was a

eertam plot or fpace for the Idol Piiefts to celebrate their fer-

I vi%
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vice without diíliírbance ofany. Their general prayers were

made toward the rifingofihe fan: upon each Altar flood a

great Idol

Befides this Tower which flood upon the Pyramid, there

were forty towers great and fmall belonging to other little

Temples which flood in the fame circuit * the which although

they were of the fame making, yet their profped was not

Wefi-ward, but other ways, becaufe there ihould be a dif-

ference betwixt the great Temple and them. Some of thefe

Temples were bigger than others, and every one of a feveral

God i among the which there was one round Temple dedi-

\ cated to the God of the air caXkaguecalcovatlifox even as

the air goeth round about the heavens, even for thatconfi-

deration they made this Temple round. The entrance of

that Temple had a door made like unto the mouth of a

Serpent, and was painted with foul and deviliíh geftures,

with great teeth and gums wrought, which was a fight to

fear thofe chat ihould enter in thereat, and efpecially the

Chrifiians unto whom it reprcfented hell it felf with that

ugly face and monihous teeth. There were other Teucalliet

in the City, that had the afcending up by fhps in three

places % and all thefe Temples had houfes by themfelves with

all fervice belonging to them, and Priefls, and particular

Gods. And from this manner of thefe Heathens Temples,

and Altars, made with fteps, we may obfave how like unto

them is now the Church of Rome^ which as it confeffeth that

there never was a Church without a vifible facrifice, and

therefore teacheth that Chrifts body muü be broken upori

their Altars, and diflributed not only as a Sacrament to the

people, but as a facrifice in the Prieiis hands, differing only

that the facrifices o> Sheep and Oxen in the old Law, and

thefe of the Heathens were bloody facrifices, but theirs of

Chrifis body they call Incmentum Sacrificinm^ an unbloody

facrifice i ío likewife in the buildings of their Churches with

feveral Towers and Altars and Chappcls dedicated to feveral

Saints they fcem to have taken from the very Heathens | but

efpecially in the many fteps whereby they afcend up to their

Altars, they referable th<.fe> forgetting Gods words in Exod.

20,
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10 i<5. faying, Neither Jhalt thou go up byfieps unto mine

Altar^ that thy nakgdnefs be not difeovered thereon. And
laftly in their houfes and Cloifters joyning to their Churches
for the fervice of them, being full of idolatrous friefts and
Friers confecrated fof their fervice, they feem likewife to

have borrowed that fanfie of Convents, Abbies, and
Priories from the very Heathens, who ( as prefently I {ball

[hew ) had near joyning to this great Temple, houfes con-
taining thoufands of Priefis, with yearly rents and revenues,

ike thofe oí Romes Abbies, and Cloifters. At every door
rf this great Temple of Mexico flood a large hall, and
joodly lodgings both high and low round about, which
íoufes were common Armories for the City. The Hea-
vens it feeras had fo much underftanding as to know that

he force and ftrengtk of a Town, City, or Country is the

rerople,and therefore they placed there their ftorchoufe of
munition.

They had other dark houfes full of Idols great and fmal!,

vrought of fundry metals, which were all bathed and
vafhed with blood, apd did (hew very black through their

laily fprinkling and anointing them with the fame, when
my man wasfacrificed

;
yea and che walls were an inch thick

vith blood, and the ground a foot thick of it, fo that there

pas a deviliih flencK. The Priefts went daily into thofe

oratories, and fuffered none other but great perfonages to

nter in. And when any fuch went in, they were bound
offer fome man to be facrinced, that thoie bloody hang-

nen and Miniflers of the Devil might wafli their hands i if

he blood of thofe To facrificed, and might fprinkle their

oufe therewith. For their fervice in the Kitchin they had a
'ond of water, that was filled once a year, which was
rought by the Conduit pipes before mentioned, from the

'rincipal fountain. All the refidue of the forefaid circuit

rrved for places to breed fowls, with gardens of herbs and
weet trees, with rofes and flowers for the Altars h and this is

lfo the Church ofRomes cuftom and fuperftition, to trim
nd deck their Saints and Altars with Garlands and Crowns
f Rofes and other flowers. Such, fo great and ftrange was

Í 2 this
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this Temple oí Mexico, for the fervice of the DeviU whohac

deceived thofe fimple Indians. There did reilde ( as I faic

before of Monksand Friers in their eloifters joyningtothei

Churches) in this Temple and houfes joyning to it,continu

ally five thoufand perfons, and all thefe were lodged an<

bad their living there ,for that temple was marvellous rich

and had divers Towns only for their maintenance, and r(

paration, and were bound to fuftiin the fame always o

foot. Théfe Towns did fow corn, and maintain all thol

five thoufand perfons with bread, Mh, fiih, and fir<

wood as much as they needed, for they fpentmorefin

wood than was fpent in the Kings Court. Thefc perfoi

did live like Romes Abby-lubbers at their hearts eafe, as fe

vants and vaffals unto the Gods,which weremany ; and eve!

God had feveral ranks and Orders ofPriefts tóíerve him y

the feveral Saints canonized by the Popes oOLorne have und

them diftinft Religious Orders of Priefts, Vomimc\ ha

Dominicans, Francis Francifcans, Beneditt Benedi&ines, B

/5/Bafilians, Bernard Bernardines, Jugujlin Auguftines, ai

the like.

The Gods of Mexico ( as the Indians reported to the n

Spaniards) were two thoufand in number i the chiefeft we

Vuzilopmhtli, and Tezcatlipuca, whofe Images flood hig

eft in the Temple upon the Altars. They were made of fio

in full proportion as big as a Gyant. They were covered wi

a lawn called Nácar i they were 6efet with pearls, preck

«ones, and pieces of gold, wrought like birds, beaft, fiih

and flowers, adorned with Emeralds, Turquois, Chalcedoi

and other little fine ftones,fo that when the lawn was tab

away, the Images feemed very beautiful and glorious to I

hold. But mull I find out Rome {till among theie Heather

and will the Papifts be angry if I tell them plainly t\

what I miflike in thefe Idolatrous Mexicans, I miflike

them ? for do not they deck and adorn their Idol Saints 5
as

heathens did Vitziiopuchtli and fezcatlipnca? Do not tl

cover their woodden and ftony ftarues, ofSaints, and of

Virgin Mary with fine lawn ihirts, and hide them w

curtains of cloth ofGold» and crown them with Crowni

5ii
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Silver, and Gold, and enrich them with coftly and precious

Jewels and Diamonds ; not confidering that they are the

works of their own hands ? Ad quidperditio h<ec fpoterant

mm vznmdath & dan pauperibm. Thefe two Indian

Idols had for a girdle great Snakes ofgold, and for collars or

:hains about their necks ten hearts of men made ofgold i

md each ofthem had a counterfeit Vifor with eyesofglafs,

md in their necks Death painted. Thefe two Gods were

>rethren, for Tezcatltpuca was the God of Providence, and
TitzilopucbtH, God of the Wars i who was w or(hipped and

"eared more than all the reft. There was another God, who

íad a great Image placed upon the top of the Chappel of

dols, and he was eftcemed for a fpecial and Angular God
bove all the reft. This God was made of all kind of feeds

hat grow in that Country h which being ground, they

nade a certain paft tempered with childrens blood and Vir-

ins facrificed, who were opened with rafors in their brefts,

nd their hearts taken out, to offer as firft fruits unto the

dol The Priefts confecrated this Idol with great pomp
nd many Ceremonies, All the Comarcans and Citizens

irere prefent at the Confecration with great triumph and in-

redible devotion. After the Confecration many devout per-

ons came and flicked in the doughy Image precious ftones,

sedges of gold, and other Jewels, And after all this pomp
nded, no fccular man might touch that holy Image ; no nor

et come into his Chappel
*

vnay, fcarccly religious pejfons,

xcept they were Tlumacaztlt^ who were Priefts of Order,

liey did renew this Image many times with new dough,

iking away the old, And then ( like again unto the Pa-

ins Who think themfelves happy with their Saints reliques,

lough rags or bones ) bkffed was he that could get one

iece of the old rags, or a piece of the old dough, for the

/hich there was moft earneft fuits made by the Soldiers ;

/ho thought themfelves fure therewith in the Wars. Alfo

t the confecration of this Idol, a certain veffel of water was

iefled with many words and ceremonies (peradventure from

lis heatheniih Ceremony came the fuperftitious holy water

) Rome) and that water was prefaced verJ rdigioufiy at the

I % Coat
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foot of the Altar, for to confecrate the King when he fliould

be crowned, and alfo to bkls any Captain General, when hi

fhould be ek&ed for the Wars, with only giving him a

draught of that water. And as the Romijh Church make-

much of their dead mens skulls and rotten bones, laying

them up in their Church-yards under iome arches madefoi

that purpofein the Church-walls, even fo was it here it

Mexico \ for without this Temple, and over againft the prin.

cipal door thereof, a fiones caft diftant flood a Charnel

houfe only of dead mens beads, prifoners in Wars and fa

crificed with the knife. This monument was made liki

unto a Theatre, more large than broad, wrought of lim

and done, with afceriding fteps * in the walls whereof wa
graffed betwixt ftone and ftone a skull with the teeth out

wards. At the foot and head of this Theatre, were twi

towers made only of lime and skulls, the teeth outward

which having no other fluff in the wall feemed a ilrang

fight. At and upon the top of the Theatre, were three

fcore and ten poles, (landing the one from the other four o

five foot diftant, and each of them was full of iteyes fror

the foot to the top. Each of thefe ftaves had others mad
faft unto them, and every one of them had five skui

broched through the temples. When the Spaniards titft en

tredinto Mexico as Wends before the death of Monteznm

they vilited all thefe monuments s and in what they hav

written and tranfmitced to poiierity of that City, it is r(

corded of one Andrew de Japia^ and Gonzalo de Vmbn
that one day they did reckon thefe skulls, and found

hundred thirty and fix thoufand skulls on the poles, ftavi

and fieps. The other Towers were replenished out ofnun
benand there were men appointed, that when onesku

Fell, to fet up another in his place, fo that the number migf

never want. But all thefe Towers and Idols were pulle

down, and confumed with fire, when the Spaniards wa
that City. And certainly they had been more renowned i

deftroying thofe Altars of the Devil and thofe Idol Cod?,
* in their ftead they had not fet up new Idols and Sums c

ftocks and ftones, and built unto them as many mor
Churehi
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Churches as they found at their coming thither. All there*

fore that hath been mentioned hitherto of Montezuma his

houfes and Gardens, of the fpacious Market-place, wd
Temples of that City was utterly deitroyed and brought

down to the very ground. But Cortez re-edified it ¿gain,

not only for.the fituation and Majefty, but alfo for the name

and great fame thereof. He divided it among the Con-

querours, having firft taken out places for Churches, Mar-

ket-places, Town-houfe and other necefTary plots to build

houfes, profitable for the Commonwealth. He feparated

the dwellings of the Spaniard/ from the Indians, fo that

now the water pafleth and maketh divifion betwxit them.

He promifed to them that were naturals ofthe City of Mem-

:o plots to build upon, inheritance, freedom, and other li-

berties, and the like unto all thofe that would come and

inhabit there? which was a means to allure many thither.

He fet alfo at liberty Xihmco^ the General Captain, and

nade him chief over the Indians in the City, unto whom he

>ave a whole fireet. He gave likewife another ftreet to Von

Pedro Montezurn* who was fon to ftlontezuma the King.

Ml this was done to win the favour ofthe people. He made

3ther Gentlemen Seniors af litde lilands, and ftreets

:o build upon, and to inhabit, and in this order

:he whole fituation was reparted, and the work began

vith great joy and diligence. And when the fame was blown

ibroad that Mexico (hoüld be built again, it was a ponder

:o fee the people that reforted thither hearing of liberty and
:reedom. The numbers was fo great that in three miles

:ompafs was nothing but people men and women. They la-

joured fore and did eat little, by reafon whereof many fick-

^ed, and peftilence enfued, whereof died an infinite nun>
)er. Their pains was great,for they bare on their backs,and

Irew after them ñones, earth, timber, lime, brick, and all

)ther things nectffary in this fort s And by little and little

Mexico was built again with a hundjred thoufand houfes

ttore firong and berter than the old building was. The
Spaniards built their houfes after the Spanijh faíhion i and

Zorttz built his houfe upon the plot where MwUi&ma his

I 4 houfe
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houfe flood, which renteth now yearly four thoufand duc-

kats.and is called now the Palace of the Marguefs ZW F*lfe 3

"the King of Spain having conferred unto Cortez and his

heirs this title from the great Valley ofGuaxaca. This Pa-

lace is fo fiately that ( as I have obferved before ) feven

thoufand beams ofCedar Trees were fpent in it. They built

fair Docks covered over with Arches for the Vergantines >

which Docks for a perpetual memory do vermin until this

day. They dammed up the ftreets of water, where now
fair houfes fland, fo that Mexkois not as it was wont to be,

and efpecially lince the year 1634, the water cometh not

by far fo near the City as it was wont to come. The Lake

fometimes cafleth out a vapour of flench, but otherwife it is

a wholefom and temperate dwelling, by reafon ofthe Moun-

tains that ftand round about it, and well provided through

the fertility ofthe Countrey, and commodity of the Lake.

So that now ii Mexico one ofthe greatefl Cities in the World,

in extention of the foliation for Spainifh, and Indians houfes.

Not many years after the Conqueft it was the Nobkft City

in all India as welt in Arms as Policy, There were formerly

at the leaft two thoufand Citizens, that had each of them

his horfe in his fiable with rich furniture for them, and Arms
in "readinefsi. But new iince all the Indians far and near are

fubdued, and moft of them efpecially about Me%ic§ confu-

¿ned, and there is no fear of their rifing up any more againfl

the Spaniards, all arms are forgotten, and the Spaniards live

fo fecure from enemies, that there is neither Gate, Wall,

Bulwark, Platform, Tower, Armory, Ammuniton, or

, Ordnance to fecure and defend the Cify from a Domeftick

orforein enemy; from the latter they think St. John dt

Vlhua fufficient and ifyong enough to fecure them. But foi

Contraction it is one of the richefi Cities in the World,

to the which by the north- Sea cometh every year froin Spain

a Fleet ofnear twenty (hips laden with the beft Commodi-
ties!}^ only ofSpain but of the moft parts of Chriftendom.

And by the South-Sea it enjoyeth Traffiquefrom all parts oí

.... fetus and above all it Trades with the Eaji-hdía°s and

from thence receiveth the Commodities as well from thoft
1

parts
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arts which are inhabited by Portuguefe, as from tie Coun-

les of Japan and China, fending every year two great Ca-

tea* with twofmaller Veffels to the Iilands of Philippine

nd having every year a return offuch like (hips. There is

lfo in Mexico a Mint-houfe where Money is daily coined i

nd is brought thither in wedges upon Mules from the Mines

ailed St. Lewis de Zacatecas, ftanding fourfcore Leagues

rom Mexico Northward, and yet from Sacatecas forward

lave the Spaniards entred above a hupdred Leagues, cop-

pering daily Indians, where they difcover fiore of Mines ;

ind there they have built a City , called Nova Mexico*

Ve«? Mexico. The Indians there are great Warriors, and

lold the Spaniards hard to it. It is thought the Spaniard

will not be fatisfied, till he fubdue all the Country that

ivay, which doubtlefsreacheth to our plantations of Virginia*

and the reft, being the fame continued continent land.*

There is yet more in Mexico, a fair School, which now is

made an Univerfity, which the Viceroy Don Antonio de Men-

doza cmkd to be built. At the rebuilding of this City

there was a great difference betwixt an Inhabitant ofMexico

and a Conqueror i for a Conqueror was a name of ho-

nour, and had lands and ttnts given him and to his poiteu

rity by the King of Spain^ and the Inhabitant or only dwel-

ler paid rent for his houfc. And this hath filled all thofe

parts of America with proud Dons and Gentlemen to this

day, for everyone will call himfelf a defcendent from a

Conqueror, though he be as poor as Jobs and ask him
what is become of his Eftate and fortune, he will anfwer

that fortune hath taken it away, which (hall never take

away a Von from him. Nay a poor Cobler or Carrier that

runs about the Countrey far and near getting his living with

half a dozen Mules, if he be called Mendoza, or Guzman*

will fwear that he defcended from thofe Dukes houfes in

Spain, and that his Grand-father came from thence to Con-
quer, and fubdued whole Countries to the Crown of Spain^

though now fortune hath frowned upon him, and covered

his rags with a thred-bare Cloak. When Mexico was re-

built, and Judges, Aldermen s
Attorniesj Town Clerks,

Notaries^

it
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Notaries, Scavengers, and Serjeants with all other Officer
neceffary for the Common-weal of a City were appointed
the fame of Cortez and Majefty of the City was blowi
abroad into far Provinces, by means whereof it was foon re

ptenifhed with Indians again, and with Spaniards fron

Spain, who foon Conquered above four hundred League
of Land, being all governed by the Princely Seat ofMexico
But fince that fir ft rebuilding, I may fay it is now rebuil

the fecond timeby Spaniards, who have confumed moft o
the Indians y fo that now I will not dare to fay there are í

hundred thoufand houfes which foon after the Conquci
were built up, for moft of them were of Indiana Now
the Indians that live there, live in the fuburbs ofthe City,and
their fituation is called Guadalupe. In the year 1 6% 5. when
I went to thofe parts, this Suburb was judged to contain five

thoufand Inhabitants > But fince moft of them have been
confumed by the Spaniards hard ufage and the work of the

Lake. So that now theremay not be above two thoufand In-

habitants of meer Indians, and a thoufand of fuch as they

call there Mejiizos, who are ofamixt nature oí Spaniards

and Indians, for many poor Spaniards marry with Indian

women, and others that marry them not but hate their huf-

band?, find many tricks to convey away an innocent Vriab
to enjoy his Bath/heba. The Spatfiards daily couzen them of
the fmall plot of ground where their houfes ftand, and of
three or tour houfes of Indians build up one good and fair

houfe after the Spanijh fathion with Gardens and Orchards,

And fo is almoft all Mexico new built with very fair and
(pacious houfes with Gardens ofrecreation. Their buildings

are with ftone, and brick very flrong, but not high, by
feafon of the many Earth* quakes, which would indanger

their houfes if they were above three ftories high. Theftreets

are very broad, in the narroweft of them three Coaches may
go, and in rhe broader fix may go in the bread tlvof them,
which makes the City fcem a great deal bigger than it is. In

my time it was thought to be of between thirty and forty

thouiand inhabitants Spaniards, who are fo proud and rich,

that halfrhe City was judged to keep Coshes, for it was a

tnoft
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moft credible report that in Mexico in my tiene there wer^

ibove fifteen th<^ufand Coaches. It is a by-word that it

Mexico there are four things fair, that is to fay, the wo-
men,the apparel, the horfes, and the ftreets. But to this I may
add the beauty offome of (he Coaches of the Gentry, which

do exceed in coil: the beft of the Court of Madrid and other

parts of Chriftendom ; for there they fpare no Silver, nor

Gold, nor precious fiones, nor Cloth of Gold, nor the beft

Silks from China to enrich them. And to the gallantry of

their horfes the pride of fome doth add the coil of bridles,

and (hoes of filver. The ftreets of Chriftendom muft not

compare with thofe in breadth and cleannefs, but efpecial-

iy in the riches of the ihops which ¿o adorn them. Above
all the Goldfmiths (hops and works are to be admired. The
Indians , and the people of China that have been made
Chriftians and every year come thither, have perfe&ed the

Spaniards in that Trade. The Viceroy that went thither

the year 1625. caufed a Topinjay to be made of filver,

gold, and precious (tones with the perfed colours of the P0-

pinjays feathers, (a bird bigger than a Pheafant) with fuch
exquifite art and perfection, to prefent unto the King of
Spain, that it was prized to be worth in riches and work-
manihip half a Million ofDuckats. There is in the Cloiiier

of the Dominicans a lamp hanging in the Church with
three hundred branches wrought in filver to hold fo many
Candles, betides an hundred little lamps foroyl fet in it,

every one being made with feveral workmanihip fo ex-
quifitcly, that it is valued tobe worth four hundred thoi}-

fand Duckats * and with fuch like curious works are marly
ftreets made more rich and beautiful from the (hops of
Goldfmiths. To the by-word touching the beauty of the
women I muft add the liberty they enjoy for gaming,whioh
is fuch that the day and night is too thort for them to end a
Primera when once it is begun ; nay gaming is fo common
to them that they invite Gentlemen to their houfes for no
other end. To my felf it happened that palling along the
ftreets in company with a Frier that came with me that year
from Spain^ a Gentlewoman of great birth knowing us to

be
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be CbapetoHi ( fo they call the firft year thofe that come iron
Spain ) from her window called unto us, and after two 01

three flightqueftions concerning Spain, asked us if yve would

come in and play with her a Game at Primera* Both mer

and women are exceffive in their apparel, ufing more filks

than fluffs and cloth i precious Stones and Pearjte furthei

much this their vain oftentation j a hat-band and rofe made
ofDiamonds in a Gentlemans hat is common,and a hat-band

of Pearls is ordinary in a Tradefman \ nay a Blackmore 01

Tauny young maid and Have will make hard (hift but ihe

will be in faihion with her Neckchain and Bracelets of Pearls,

and her Ear-bobs of fome confiderable Jewels. Theattireoi

thisbafer fort of people of Blackmoors and Mulatta's (which

are of a mixe-nature, of Spaniards and Blackmoors ) is fo

light, and their carriage fo enticing, that many Spaniards

even of the better fort ( who are too too prone to Venery J
difdaln their Wives for them. Their cloathing is a Petty-

coat, of Silk or Cloath, with many filver or golden Laces,

wkh a very broad double Ribband of fome light colour,

with long filver or golden Tags hanging down before, the

whole length of their Pettycoat^o the ground, and the like

behind * their Waftcoats made like bodies, with skirts, la-

ced likewiic with gold or filver, without fleeves, and a

girdle about their body ofgreat price fluck with Pearls and
knots of Gold, (if they be any ways well efteemedofJ
their fleeves axe broad and open at the end, of Holland or

fine C¿w?¿linnen, wrought fome with coloured filks, fome

with filk and gold, fome wi?h filk and filver, hanging down
a!molt unto the ground j the locks of their heads are cover-

ed with fome wrought quoif, and over it another of net-

work of filk bound with a fair filk, or filver or golden

ribband which croffeth the upper part of their forehead ¿ and

hath commonly worked out in letters fome light and fool-

i(h love pofie -their bare, black and tauny brefts are cover-

ed with bobs hanging from their chains of pearls. And
when they go abroad, ufe a white mantle of lawn or

cambrick rounded with a broad lace, which fome put over

their heads, the breadth reaching only their middle be-

bi°4¿
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hind, that their girdle and ribbands may be feen, and th«

two ends before reaching to the ground almoft \ ©thers caft

their mantles only upon their ihoulders, and fwaggerers like*

caft the one end over the left fhoulder, that they may the bet-

ter jog the right arm, and (hew their broad-fleeve as they

walk along* others inftead of this mantle ufe fome rich filk

pettycoat, to hang upon their left fhoulder, while with theit

right arm they fupport the lower part of it, more like roaring

boys,than honeft civil maids. Their ihoes are high and ofma-

ny foles, the outfide whereof of the profaner fort are plated

with a lift of filver, which is faftned with fmall nails of

broad filver heads. Moft of thefe are or have been flaves>

though love has fet them loofe at liberty, to enflave fouls to

fin and Satan. And there are fo many of this kind both

men and women grown to a height of pride and vanity,that

many times the Spaniards have feared they would rife upand

mutiny againft them. And for theloofenefs of their lives,and

publickfcandals committed by them and the betier fort ofthe

Spaniard/, I have heard them fay often who have profeffed

more religion and fear of God, they verily thought God
would deftroy that City, and give up the Country int© the

power of fome other Nation.

I will not relate particulars oftheir obfeene and fcandalous,

yea and publkk carriages which would offend my Readers

patience, and make his ears to tingle ; only I fay, certainty

God is offended with that fecond Sodom, whofe inhabitants

though now they be like the green bay tree flouriihing with

Jewels, pearls, gold, filver; and all wordly pleafuress

7hey fballfoon be cut down likg the grafs, and wnhr as the

green'herb, Ffal. 37. 2. Arid though their great Mafter

and Cardinal BtUarmine make outward happinefs and

flouriihing a mark and note of a tiue Church and Congre-

gation of Gods People/, and of my felf I could fay with

Vavid in the 7;. TfaU ?, 3. when I lived blindly amongft

them, My feet were almoft gone, my feet had weU-mgb

flipt; for 1 was envious at the foolifc whin I faw tbepro-

Jperity of the wic\ed\ yet now beiag enlightned in a more

Cure and certain truth, I will cónchale of them, as Vavid

of
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ofthe flourifhing wicked men of his time in the fame P/ä/,
the i6 s 17, 1 8. Verfcs, When I thought to kporv this,

wM toe painful for me, till I went into the Sancluary
\

God, then underwood I their end. Surely thou didfc fet the¡
in f!ippery places ••> thou calleji them down to defiruüion. An
I doubt not but the flouriuiing of Mexico in coaches, hoi
ft£, ftreets, women, and apparel is very ilippery, and wi
makethofe proud inhabitants flip and fall into the powe
and dominion of fome other Prince of this world, aw
hereafter in the world to come, into the powerful hands c
an angry Judge, who is the King of Kings and Lord o
Lords, which Paul faith Eeb. io. 31. is a fearful thing
For this City doth not only flourifh in the ways aforcfaid
but alio in their fuperftitious worshipping ofGod and Saints
they exceed Rome it felf, and all other places of Chriften
dom. And it is a thing which I have very much anc
carefully obferved in ail my travels both in Europe anc
America, that in thofe Cities wherein there is moft lewc
iicentioufnefs of life

? there is alio moft coft in the Temples
and moil publick fupeiftitious worshipping of God ando
the Saints.

It feems that Religion teacheth that all wickednefs is al-

lowable, fo the Churches and Clergy flourifh j nay while rh<

t>urfe is open to lafcivieufnefs, if it be likewife opened to en-
Hch the temple walls and roofs, this k better than any theii
holy water to waih away the tilth of the other, Rom
Is held to be head of fuperfikion > and what iiateh
Churches, ChappÜ!, and Cloiiiers are in it ? what fair-

ings, whatproceflionsj what appearances ofdevotion? and
Cm the other fute, what libeity, what profanenefs, what
whoredoms, nay what fins oí Sodom are committed in it?
Infcmuch that it could be the faying of a Frier to. my felf

while I was in it, that he verily thought there was no one
City in the world wherein were more Atheiiis than in Rome.
1 might (hew this truth in Madrid, Sevrl

y ValadoUd, and
other famous Gitics in Spain, and in Italy , in Millan, Genoa
and Naples, relating many inftances of fcandals committed
in thofe places^ and yet 'the Temples mightily enriched by

fiiefe
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jch who have thought thofe alms a fufficient warrant to free

lem from Hell and PurgUory. But I muft return to

texico which is tniUz teftei of this truth > fin and wickednefs

bounding in it *, and yet no fuch people in the world to-

ward the Church and Clergy, who in their life timeftrive

) exceed one another in their gifts to the Cloifters of Nuns
rid Friers, fome ere&ing Altars to their beit devoted
aints, worth many thoufand thouiand duckats, others pre-

inting crowns of gold to the pi&ures of Mary¡ others
imps, others golden chains, others building Cloifters at

leirown charge, others repairing them, others at their

eath leaving to them two or three thoufand duckats for an
inual ftipend. Among thefe great Benefa&ors to the
Churches of that City I ihould wrong my Hiftory ifI fhould
>rget one that lived in my time, called Alonfo CueVar, who
'as reported to have a Clofet in his houfe laid with bars of
old inftead of bricks •, though indeed it was not fo, but
nly reported for his abundant riches and (tore of bars q£
old which he had in one cheft (landing in a clofet diftant
om another, where he had a cheft full of wedges of fik
er. This man alone built a Nunnery of Francifcan Nuns¿
rhich flood him in above thirty thoufand duckats, and left

nto it for the maintenance of the Nuns two thoufnd duc-
ats yearly, with obligation of fome MaflVs, to be faid in the
¡hurch every year for his foul after his deceafe. And yet
lis mans life was io fcandalous, that commouly in the night
rith two fervants he would round the City, vifiting fuch
:andalous perfons whofe attire before hath been defcribed,
irrying his beads in his hands, and at every houfe letting
til a bead, and tying a falfe knot, that when he came
ome in the morning towards break of the day he might
umber by his beads the uncivil nations he had walked and
ifited that night. But thefe his works of darknefs came to
ght, and were publiihed far and near for what happened
nto him whilft 1 was in Mexico \ for one night meeting
t one of his Rations with a Gentleman that was jealous of
im, fwordson both fides were drawn, the Concubine firft

fas (tabbed by the Gentleman who was better manned and
attended >
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* attended * and Cutttat ( who was but a Merchant ) wa
mortally wounded and left for dead, though afterward

he recovered. Great Alms and liberality towards Reiigioi

Houfes in that City commonly are coupled with great an

feandalóus wickedneft» They wallow in the bed of richc

and Wealth, and make their Alms the Coverlet to cover thei

looíe and lafcivious lives. From hence are the Churches Í

fairly built and adorned. There are not above fifí

Churches and Ghappel5,Gloifters and Nunneries, and Pa

riih Churches in that City i butthofe that are there are ú
faireft that ever my eyes beheld, the roofs and beams bein

in many otthem all daubed with gold, and many Altai

with fundry marble pillars, and others with Braiil woo

ftays (landing one above another with Tabernacles for €

veral Saints richly wrought with golden colours, fo th¡

twenty thouland Duckats is a common price of many <

them. Thefe éaufe admiration in the common iort of pet

pie, and admiration brings on daily adoration in them I

thoie glorious fpe&acles and images ofSaints j fo Satan Qiev

Chrift all the glory of the Kingdoms to entice him to adm

ration, and then AU tbefe things will I give tbee^ if thou m
fall do&n and worfhip me, Mat. 4. 8, 9. The Devil will gii

al! the woild tobe adored.

Befides thefe beautiful buildings, the inward riches |
longing to the Altars are infinite in price and value, fuch

Copes, Canopies, Hangings, Altar-cloths, Candleftick

jewels belonging to the Saints, and crowns of gold andfi

ver, and Tabernacles of gold and Cryftal to carry aboi

their Sacrament in Proceffion, all which would mount

the worth of a reasonable Mine of filvcr, and would be

lich prey for any nation that could nhake better ufe

wealth and riches. I will not fpeak much of the lives of tl

Friers and Nuns of that City, but only that there they cnj<

more liberty than in the parts of Europe ( where yet thi

have too much ) and that furely the fcandals committed I

them do cry up to heaven for vengeance, judgment and d

firu&ion.

In my time in the Clpifler of the Mercenaria Frit
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hich is entitled for the Redemption of Captives, there

anced to be an eledion of a Provincial to rule over them,

the which all the Priora and heads ofthe Cloiikrs about

e country had refoned, andfuch was their various and

¿iious different ; that upon the fuddain all che CorK
nt was in an uproar, their Canonical eledion was tur-

d to mutioy and ftrifc, knives >werc drawn, many

ounded, the fcandal and danger of murther fo great,

at the Viceroy was fain to interpofe his authority and

fit amongll them and guard the Gloifter until their

ovincial was elided, ft is ordinary for the Fryers to

[it their devoted Nuns, and to fpend whole days with

em, hearing their mufick, feeding on their iweet-rneats,

id tor this purpofe they liave many chambers, which they

11 Loquiitortas, to talk in, with wooden bars between

e Nuns and them, and in thefe chambers are' tables for

e Fryers to dine at \ and while they dine, the Nuns re-

bate them with their voices. Gentlemen and Citizens

ve their daughters to be brought up in thefe Nunneries,

here they are taught to make all forts ofGonferves and

•eferves, all forts of mufick., which is fo exquifite in that

ity, that I dare be bold to fay, that the people are drawn

their Churches more for the delight of the mufick, tharf ,

r any delight in the fervice ofGod» More, they teach thefe

lung children to acä like players, and to entice the peopk

their Churches, make thefe children to ad iliort dia^

gues in their Quires, richly attiring them with mens and

omens apparel, efpecially,upan Midfurnmer-day, and the

>htdays before their Chriuifras, which is fo gallantly

rformed, that many factious ftrifes^ and fingk com-

,ts have been, and fome-werein my time, for defending

hich of thefe Nunnenes molt excelled in mufick, and in

e training up of children. No delights are wanting iri

¡at City abroad in the world, nor in their Churches,

hich (hould. be the houfe oí God, and the fouls, not the

nfes delight. *

The chief place in the City Is the Market-pladc, which <

ough it be not as fpicious as in hhntzmim his. íinuy
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yet is at this day very fair and wide, built all with Archei

on the one fide, where people may walk dry in time o
rain, and there are (hops of Merchants furniihed with al

forts of fluffs and filks, and before them fit women fellinj

all manner of fruits and herbs *, over againft thefe (hop

and Arches is the Viceroy his Palace, which taketh uj

almofl the whole length of the market with the walls o
the houfe and of the gardens belonging to it. At the enc

of the Viceroy his Palace, is the chief Prifon which is ftronj

of ftone work. Next to this is the beautiful fireet callee

la flatería, or Goldfmiths ftreet, where a mans eye ma;

behold in lefs than an hour many millions worth of gold

filver, pearls and jewels. The fireet of St. Aufimis rid

and comely, where live all that trade in íilks i but one o

the longeft and broadeft fireets is the fireet called Taenia

where almofl all the (hops are of Ironmongers, and c

foch as deal in brafs and fteel., which is joyning to thoi

Arches whereon the water is conveyed into the City, an<

is fo called for that iris the way out of the City to a Towi
called 'íacuha > and this ftreet is mentioned far and neai

not fo much for the length and breadth of it, as for

fmall commodity of needles which are made there, an<

for proof are the beft of all thofe parts. For ftately building

the fireet called del Aquila^ the fireet of the eagle, ex

ceeds the reft, where live Gentlemen, and Courtier!

and Judges belonging to the Chancery, and is the palac

of the Marquefs del Valle from the line of Ferdinam
Cortezs this fireet is fo called from an old Idol an Eagl

of ftone which from the conquefl lieth in a corner of tha

ftreet, and is twice io big as London-ftone. The gallant

oí this City (hew themfelvcs daily fome on horfe-bad
and moil ip coaches about four of the clock in the aftei

noon in a pteafant (bady field, called la Jlameda, full c

trees and walks!, fomewhat like unto cur More-field

where do meet as confiantly as the Merchants upon ou

Exchange about two thoufand Coaches, full of Gallant

Ladies, and Citizens, to fee and to be feen, to court an

tobe courted, the Gentlemen having their train oiBlacl

mod
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moor flaves fome a dozen, fomc half a doten, waking o 1*

them, in brave and gallant Liveries heavy with gold and

filver lace, with tilk (lockings on their black legs, and ro-

fes on their feej^md fwords by their fides? the Ladies

alfo carry their train by their Coaches fide of fuch jet-

like Damfels as before have been mentioned for their light

apparel, who with their bravery and white mantles over

them fecm to be, as the Spaniard faith, mofea en leche, a

flie in milk. But the train of the Viceroy who offen goeth

to this place is wonderful ftately, which fome fay is as

grtat as the train of his Matter the King of Spain. At this

meeting are carryed about many forts of fweet-rneats and
papers of comfits to be fold, for to. reliih a cup of cool

water, which is ciied about in curious glaffes to cool the

blood of thofe love hqt Gallants. But many timss thefe

their meetings fwcefned with conferves and comfits have

four fauce at the end, for jealoufie will not fuffer a

Lady to be courted, no npr fometimes to be fpoken to*

but puts fury into the violent hand to draw afwordoc
dagger, and to ftab or murther whom he was jealous of*

and when one (word is drawn thouiands are prefently

drawn, fome to right the party wounded or murthercd >

others to defend the party murthering, whofe friends will

not permit him to be apprehended, but will guard him
with drawn fwords untill they have conveyed him to the

Sanótuary of fome Church, from whence the Viceroy hte

power is not able to take him for a legal tryal.

Many of thefe fudden skirmiihes happened whilft Í

lived about Mexico > of which City a whole volume might
be compiled, but that by other Authors much hath been

written, and I defire not to fill my Hiftory with trifles^

but only with what is rnoft remarkable in it* I may not

omit yet, from the fituation of it upon a lake* to tell that

certainly the water hath its paflage under all theftreets of
it i for toward the ftreei of St. Áuftin, and the lower parts

of the City, 1 can confidently aver that in my time before

the removing of the Lake thofe that died were Vather

drowned than buried* for a grave could not be digged with
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an ordinary graves depth, but they met with water, an<

I was eye-witnefs of many thus buried, whofe coffin

were covered with water. And this is lb apparent that ha

not the Cloifter of the Aufujiines oftenbeen repaired an

almoft rebuilt, it had quite funk by tnfs. In my time :

was a repairing, and I faw the old pillars had funk ver

low, upon the which they were then laying new found;

tionSj and I was credibly informed that that was thethir

time that new pillars had been eredbd upon the old whic

were quite funk away. This City hath but three wa;

to come unto it by Gaufey *, the one is from the Weft, an

that Caufey is a mile and a half long. Another fromtl

North, and containeth three miles in length. Eaftwat

the City hath no entry h but Southward the Giufey is fi\

miles long, which was the way that Cortez entred into i

when he conqueied it.

The fruit called Nucbtli ( whereof I have fpokenbefor

and fome fay this City was called Tenuchtlitan from it

though it be in nioft parts éf America, yea and now i

Sfain^ yet in no place there is more abundance of it tha

in Mexico, and it is abfolutely one ofrhebeft fruits in
j

It is like unto the Fig, and fo hath many little kerne

or grains within, but they are ^omewhat larger, ai

crowned like unto a Medler. There are of them of fund:

colours, fome are green without, and carnation-like wit

in, which have a good tafte. Others are yellow, ai

others white, and iome fpeckled \ the beft fort are tl

white* It is a fruit will laft long. Some of them tai

of Pears, and other form of Grape?. It is a cold and

fteih fruit and beft eiteemed in the heat of Summer. T
Spaniards do r^iore efteem theon than the Indians. T!

more the ground is laboured where they grow, the fri

is fo much the better. There is yet another kind of tl

fruit red, and that is nothing fo much efteemed, althou,

his tafte is not evil •, but becaufe it doth colour and die t

caters mouth, lips and apparel, yea and maketh the Uri

look like pare blood. Many Spaniardszt their firft comii

into India^ and eating this fruit, were amazed and

th



Chap. XII. of the Weft-Indies. i £
:heir wits end, thinking that all the blood in their bodies

;ame out into Urine > yea and many Fhyfitians at their firft

:oming were of the fame belief. And it hath happened

vhcn they have been fent for unto iuch as have eaten

his fruit, they not knowing the caufe, and beholding the

Jrine, by and by they have adminiftrcd medicines to

taunch bipod s a thing to laugh at, to fee Phyfitians fo

leceived. The skin of the outfide is thick and full of little

mall prickles, and when it is cut downright with one cut ,

the kernels, with one finger you may uncleave the

vhole skin round about without breaking if, and take

>ut the fruit to eat. The Spaniards u(c to jeft with ftran-

¡crs, taking half a dozen of them, and rubbing them in a

lapkin, thofe fmall prickles which can fcarce be feen or

>erceived ftick invifibly unro the napkin, wherewith a

nan wiping his mouth to drink, thofe little prickks ilick

n his lips fo that they feem to fow them up together, and

nake him for a while faulter in hisfpe.ch, till with much
ubbing and waftiing they come off. There is another fruit

wice of the bigneis of a gre^t Warden, which they call

he growing Manjer Blanco, or white meat, which is a

lainty di(h made by them with the white of a Capon,

3ream, and Rice, and Sugar and fweet-rneats, much like

mto the which tafteth this fruit- It is as fweet as any hony,

md dsflblves hke melted fnoW in the mouth into a juyce

noft lufcious* within, it is full of hard black kernels or

iones, which being cracked are bitter, and theCe not joyned

ogether, but by divifion one from another, each one ha-

ring a bag, or little skin difcerning them in their ranks

ind orders, fo that when you cut this fruit in the middle

it reprefents a Chequer-board with black and white* the

white is fuckt or eaten and the kernels thrown away. But

1 cannot forget that whbh they call Finta^ or Pine-apple i

not the Pine- apple ofthe high Pine-tree, but a Pine- apple,

that groweth upon a lower ihrub with prickly leaves, and
¡s bigger than our biggeft Muskmelons in England, when
¡t is ripe* it is yellow without and within h without it is

full of little bunches, and within fo juicy and cool that

K l nothing
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nothing more dangerous than to eat much of it. Befope the'

eat it, they cut it in round flices, and lay it a while ir

ialt and water, and fo being Scoured half an hour in tha

fatt and water, which taketh much of the rawnefs and cold

nefs from it, and then putting it into difhes with more freí]

water they eat it thus. But the better way of eating it, i

preferved, which is abfolately the belt preferve in all tha

Country, There is alfo the Grape, ( though they make no
wine of it J the Apple, the Pear, the Quince, the Peach, th
Apricock, the Pomegranate, the Musnmelon, the Plantin

the Fig, the Walnut, the Gheinut, the Orange, the Le
rnon both four and fweet, the Citron in great abundance
Moil oí the fruits of Europe and as many more whicf

Europe never knew. About Mexico more than in any o

ther part groweth that excellent tree called Met I , whicl

they plant and drefs as they do their Vines in Europe. I
hath near forty kinds of leaves, which ferve for many ufes

for when they be tender they make of them Conferves
Paper, Flax, Mantles, M¿ts,Shooes, Girdles, and Cordage
On thefe leaves grow certain prickles fo ftrong and iharf

that they ufe them inftead of faws : from the root ofthi
tree cometh a juyce like to fyrup, which beingfod wil

become Sugar. You may alfo make of it Wine and Vinegar
The Indians often become drunk with it. The riñe roitec

healeih hurts and fores, and from the top boughs iíTueth í

Gum, which is an excellent antidote againft poyfon. Then
Is nothing in Mexico and about it warning which may make
a City happy » and certainly had (hofe that have fomud
extolled with their pens the parts of Grenada in Spain^ Lorn-

hardy and Florence in Italy ^ making them the earthly Para-

dife, had they been acquainted with the new World and
with Meará?, they would have recanted their untruths.

O that the Lord were truly worihipped where he hatfi

poured forth the tre¿fu»es of his goodnefs for the children

of men! O that in that Eden the tempting and enticing

Serpent were not fo much obeyed in the ufe of the fail

feeming Apple of pleaiures, and the Loid that hath en-

riched it with fuch varieties fo much negle&ed! How long,
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O Lord God, how long (hall the line of the wicked flou-

r(h, and the belt portion be fain to Idolaters and to the

vorkers of iniquity /

This City is the feat of an Archbiihop, and of a Vice-

oy, who commonly is fome great Nobleman of Spain,

vhofe power is to make Laws and Ordinances, to give

lire&ionsand determine con troverfíes, unlefs it be in fuch

;reat caufes, which are thought fit to be referred to the

Council of Spain. And though their be about the Country

nany Governments with feveral Governors, yet they are

11 fubordinate to this Viceroy, and there are at leaft four

lundred leagues of land all governed by the princely Seat

>f Mexico ; moft of the Governors about the Country being

he Viceroy's Creatures, placed by him, do contribute great

¡ifts and bribes for their preferment ^ to likewife do all the

eft whofe right or wrong proceedings depend upon the

ficeroy his clemency and mercy in judging the daily ap-

>eals ofJuftice which come unto him. The King of Spain

Hows him out of hi? Exchequer yearly a hundred thoufand

luckats whilft he governs i his time being but five years.

Jut commonly with their bribes to the Courtiers of Spain,

,nd to the Counfellors for the Eftate of che India's, they

jet a prorogation of five years more, and fometimes of ten.

'i is incredible to think what this Viceroy may get a year

n that place, befides his hundred thoufand duckats of rent,

fhe be a man covetous and given to trading, ( as moft of

hem are J for then they will be Matters of what commodi-

ies they pleafe, and none elfe ihall deal in them, but them-

élvesj as did the Marquis of Serralvo in my time, who
vas the beft Monopolift of fait that ever thofe parts knew,

rhis man was thought to get a Million a year, what with

5*ifts and prefents, what with his Trading to Spain znd

?hilippinau He governed ten years, and in this time he

int to the King of Spain a Popinjay worth half a Milion,

md in one year more he fent the worth of a Million to the

~ount of Olivares, and other Courtiers to obtain a proro-

gation for five years more. Befides the Viceroy there arc

lommonly fix Judges and a Kings Attorney, who are al-

K 4 loWeá
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lowed out of the Kings Exchequer yearly twelve thoufand
duckats a piece rent, befides two Alcaldes de Cone, or higl

Juftjces, who with the Viceroy judge ail Chancery andcri

minal caufes. But thefe, though united together they ma'
oppofe the Viceroy in any unlawful and unjuftifiable aótion

as fame have done, and have fmarted for it, yet common
ly they dare not: So that be doth what he lifttth, and i

is enough for him to fay, Stat pro ratione voluntas.,..
% Th\

power joyned with covetouihefs in the Victroy, and three

feore thoufand duckats yearly, joyned with pride in th

Archbiflbop, was like to be the ruin of that City in ch

year 1624, Then was the Count of O elves Viceroy, an<

Von Alonfo de Zerna Archbiibop, whoie two powers ftri

ving and finking at one another like two flints, had almol

brought to combuftion that gallant City, and did fet 01

fire the Viceroy's Palace, and the Prifon joyning fo it,

The itory was thus, which may be profitable for oihe

Nations, Co beware of covetous Governours and proud Pre

lates 1 and therefore I thought tit to inferí ¡there. Th
Count of Gelves vyas in fome thing? one oí the be ft Vice
sroys and Governours that ever the Court of Spain fen t ti

America^ lor he was called by the Spaniards, 'e/ urnhi
Jufticieroy, fuego de Ladhnes* that is, terrible for Jufticc

and fire to confame all Thieves, for he cleared all the high
ways.of 1 hieves, hanging them as often as fhey were caugh
without mercy, and did fend out Troops and Officers r<

apprehend ,them,'fo that it was generally reported tha

(ince the conquelt unto íhoíe day* of his there had neve
been fo many Thieves and.-Malefaólors hanged up as in hi

lime. So in all other points of jufticehe was fevereanc

upright.. $ut yet covetouihefs did fo blind him not to fee hi

own injtifiice,- that before he -could fee it, he had brough
the City of Mexico and the whole Kingdom to a danger o
rebellion, ¥fmt he would not to 6e ieen in himfelf h(

a&ed by others his inftúments. And one of them was'on<
Don Pedro Mexia, a mighty rich Gentleman of Mexico
whom hechofe ío joyo with him in monopolizing all the

indian Maiz, and Wheat about the Country. Don Pedrt

Mexk
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Mexia of the Indians brought at the price he lift their Maiz,

and the Wheat of the Spaniards he bought it according to

that price at which it is taxed by the law of that land to be

fold ät in time of famine i which is at fourteen Rials a

buihel, ( which is not much there confidering the abun-

dance of gold and (liver ) at which price the Farmers and

husbandmen knowing it to be a plentiful year, were glad

and willing to fell unto him their wheat, not knowing
what the end would be, and others fearing to gainfay him,

whom they knew tobe the Viceroys Favorite. Thus Von
Pedro Mexia filled all his barns which he had hired about

the Country, and himftlf and the Viceroy became owners

of all the wheat. He had his officers appointed to bring it

into the Markets upon his warning, and that was when
fome fmall remnants that had efcaped his fingers were fold,

and the price raifed. Then hoifed he his price, and doubled

it above what it had coil him. The poor begaS to complain,

the rich to murmur, the tax of the law was moved in the

Court of Chancery before the Viceroy. But he being privy to

rhe Monopoly expounded the law to be underftood in time

of famine, and that he was informed, that it was a plentiful

year as ever had been, and that to his knowledge there

was as much brought into the Markets as ever had been,

and plenty enough for Mexico and all the Countrey. Thus
was the law flighted, the rich mockedvthe poor oppreffed^

and none fold wheat but Von Pedro Mexia his officers for

himfelf and the Viceroy. When Juftice Would be no father,

the people go to their mother the Church s and having
underftood the bufinefs better, and that it was Von Pedro.

Mexia, who did tyrannize and opprefs them with the

Viceroy his favour, they intreat the Archbiihop to make
it a cafe of Confcience, and to reduce it to a Church cen-

fure. Don Alonfo de Zerna the Archbiihop, who had
always ftomached Von Pedro Mexia and the Viceroy, to
pleafe the people, granted to them to excommunicate Von
Pedro Mexia> and fo lent out bills ofexcommunication to

be fixed upon all the Church doors againft Von Pedro • who
not regardingthe excommunication, and keeping clofe at-

home



1 5 S A New Survey Chap; XÍÍ.

homeland ftill felling his wheat, railing higher the price

than it was before •-, the Archbithop raifed his cenfure

higher againft him, adding to it a Bill ofCeffatio ä divink,

that is, a ceffation from all divine fervice. This Ceniure is

fo great with them, that it is never ufed but for iome great

mans fake, who is contumacious and ftubborn in his ways,

contemning the power of the Church. Then are all the

Church doors (hut up, (let the City be never fo great J
no Maffes are faid, no prayers ufed, no preaching permit-

ted, no meetings allowed for any publick devotion or cal-

ling upon God. Their Church mourns as it were, and

makes no fhew of fpiritual joy and comfort, nor of any

communion of prayers one with another, fo long as the

party continues ftubborn and rebellious in his fin and

fcandal, and in not yielding to the Churches cenfure. And
further whereas by this ceffation ä dtvinu^ many Churches

and efpecially Cloiflers fuffer in the means of their liveli-

hood, who live upon what is dayly given for the Maffes

they fay, and in a Cloifter where thirty or forty Priefts fay

Mafs, fo many pieces of Eight or Crowns in Mexico do

dayly come in-, therefore this cenfure or cejfatio ä divinis is

fo infli&ed upon the whole Church ( all fuffering for it as

they fay in fpiritual, and fome in temporal ways J that

the party offending or fcandalizing, for whofe fake this

curfe is laid upon all, is bound to fatisfie all Priefts and

Cioifters which in the way aforefaid fuffer, and to allow

them fo much out of his means, as they might have dayly

got by felling away their Maffes for fo many crowns for

cheir dayly livelihood. To this would the Archbiihop have

brought Von Pedro Mexia, to have emptied out ofhis purfe

near a thoufand crowns dayly, towards the maintenance of

about a thoufand Priefts ( fo many there may be in Mexico )

who from the Altar fell away their bread-God to fatisfie

with bread and food their hungry ftomachs. And fecondly

by the peoples fuffering in their fpiritual comfort, and non-

communion of prayers and idolatrous worihip
5 he thought

to m^ke Von Pedro Mexia odious to the People. Don Pedro

perctiving the ijpiteful intents of the Archbi(hop, and

hearing
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icaring the outcries of the people in the ftreets againft him,

nd their cries for the ufe and liberty oí their Churches, fe~

retly retired himfeltto the Palace of the Viceroy, begging

tis favour and protection, for whofe fake he fuffered. The
/"iceroy immediatly fent out his Orders, commanding the

>ills of excommunication zxi&ceffatio adivinU to be pulled

rom the Church doors, and to all the Superiors of Cloi-

leis to fet open their Churches, and to celebrate their fer-

ies and Maffes as formerly they had done. But they

lifobeying the Viceroy through blind obedience to their

irchbiihop, the Viceroy commanded the árchprelace to

evoke his cenfures. But his aniwer was, thai what he had
tone, had been juftly done againft a publick offender and
;reat oppreffor of the poor, whofe cries had moved him
o commiferate their fuffering condition, and that the offen-

lers contempt of his firft excommunication had deferred

he rigour of thefecond cenfure > neither of the which he
vould nor could revoke until Don Pedro Mexia had fub-

nitted himfelf to the Church and to apublikabiolution,

tiid had fatistied the Priefts and Cloifters who fuffered for

lim, and had difclaimed that unlawful and unconfcionable

Monopoly, wherewith he wronged the whole Common-
rvealth, and efpecially the poorer fort therein.

Thus did that proud Prelate arrogantly in terms exalt

limfelf againft the authority of his Prince and Ruler, con-
emning his command with a flat denial, thinking himfelf

>appy in imitating Ambrofe his ipirit againft the Emperour
Ibeodofius^ trufting in the power of his keys, and in the
kength of his Church and Clergy, which with the rebel*

ion of the meaner fort he refolved to oppofe againft the
x>wer and ftrength of his Magiftrate. The Viceroy not
cooking this fawcyanfwer from a Prkft, commanded him
prefemly to be apprehended and to be guarded to St John
de Vlbua, and there to be (hipped for Spain. The
Archbiihop having notice of this the Viceroy his refolu-

tion retired himfelf out ofMexico to Guadalupe, with many
of his Priefts and Prebends leaving a bill of Excommuni-
eation upon the Church doors againft the Viceroy himfelf,

and
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and thinking privily to flie to Spain, there to give an ac-

GDunted of his carriage and behaviour. But he could not flie

fo faft, but the Viceroy his care and vigilancy ftill eyed

him, and with his Serjeants and Officers purfued him to

Guadalupe. Which the Archbiihop undemanding, he

betook himfelf to the Sanéhiary of the Church, and there

caufed the candles to be lighted upon the Altar, and the

facrament of his Bread God to be taken out of the Taber-

nacle, and attiring himfelf with his Pontifical Veftments,

with his Mitre on his head, his. Crozier in one hand, in

the other he took his God of bread and thus with his

train of Prkfts about him at the A!tar5 he waited for the

coming of the Serjeants and Officers, whom, he thought

with his God in his hand, and with a Here I am, to

aftonifh! and amaie, and to make them as Chrift the Jews

in the garden, to fall backwards, and to difable them from

laying hands upon him. The Officers coming into the

Church went towards the Altar where the Biíhop ftóoi,

\ and kneeling down firft to woríhip their God, made a

fbort prayer h which being ended, they propounded unto

the Biíhop with courteous and fair words the caufe of their:

coming to that place, requiring him to lay down the Sa-

crament > and to come our of the Church, and to hear

the notification of what orders they brought unto him in

the Kings name. To whom the Archbiihop replied, that

Whereas their Matter the Viceroy was excommunicated he

looked upon him as one oat of the pale of the Church, and

one without any power or authority to command him in

the houfe of God, and fo required rhem as they tendered

the good of their fouls to depart peaceably, and not to

infringe the priviledges and immunity of the Church, by

exeTcifinginit any legal ad of fecular power and com-

mand •, and that he would not go out of the Church, unlefs,

they durft take him and the Sacrament together. With this

the head- officer named Tirol/, ftood up and notified unto him

an order in the Kings name to apprehend his perfon in

what place foevef he Qsould find him, and to guard him to

the Port of St. Mn de Vlhua, and there to deliver him to

whom
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whom by further order he (hould be dire&cd, there to be

[hipped for Spatli as a Traitor to the Kings crown, a

troubler of the common peace, and author and mover of fe-

dition in the Common-wealth. The Arch-biflhop fmiling

upon Tiroti ¿mfwered himv Thy mafter ufeth too high

terms and words, which do bitter agree unto himfelf*

for I know no mutiny or fedition like to trouble the

Common-wealth, unlcfs it be by his and Von Pedro Mexi<$

his oppreffing of the poor. And as for thy guarding me
to St. John deVlhua^ I conjure thee by Jefus Chnft, whom
thou knoweft I hold in my hands, not to ufe here any

violence in Gods houfe, from whofe Altar I am refolved

not to depart i take heed God puniih thee not as he did

Jeroboam^ for ftretching forth his hand at the Altar againft

the Prophet, let his withered hand remind thee of thy

duty. But iiroU fuffered him not to fquander away the

time and travel it out with further preaching, but called to

the Altar a Prieft, whom he had brought for that purpofe,

and commanded him in the Kings name to take the Sacra-

ment out of the Arch-biihops hand ;> which the Prieft doing,

the Arch-biihop unveiled himfelf of his Pontificals, and

( though with many repetitions ofthe Churches immi^nity )

yielded himfelf unto íkott9
and taking his leave of all his

Prebends, requiring them to be witneffes of what had been

done, he went prifoner to St. John de Vlhua, where he

was delivered to the cufiody of the Governour of the

Caftle, and not many days after was fent in a (hip prepa-

red for that purpofe to Spayi to the King and Council with

a full charge of all his carriages and mifdemeanours. Some
of the City of Mexico in private began to talk firangely

againg the Viceroy, and to ftqmach the bauiihrnent of their

Arch-biihop, becaufe he had flood cut againft fo high a

power in defence ofthe poor and oppteffed, and thefe their

private grudges they foon vented in publick with bold and
arrogant fpeeches againft Don Pedro Mexia, and the Vice-
roy, being fet on and incouraged by the Priefts and Pre.
bends, who it feems had (worn blind obedience to their

Arch- Prelate, and therewith thought they could difpenfe

with
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with their confciences in their obedience and duty to thei

Magiftrate. Thus did thofe Incendiaries for a fornigt

together blow the fire offedition and rebellion, efpeciall

amongft the ¡nferiour fort of people and the Criolians c

native Spaniards, and the Indians and Mulatto's, wh
they knew brooked not the fevere and rigorous juftice an
judgment of the Viceroy, no nor any Government ths

was appointed over them from Spain ; until at the fori

nights end, Ural! returned from St. John de Vlbua ; an
then began the fpite and malice of all the malecontents t

break our, then began a fire ofmutiny tobe kindled, whic
was thought would have confumed and buried in aihe

that great and famous City. firoB was not a little jealou

of what miichief the common rabble intended againft hirr

and fo kept clofe, not daring to walk jhe ftreets v yet hi

occafions inviting him to the Viceroy his Palace, venture
himfelf in a Coach with drawn curtains, which yet coui
not blind the eyes of the fpightful and malicious male
contents, who had notice that he was in the Coach, am
before he could get to the Market place, three or four boy
began to cry out Judas, Judas, alia va Judas, there goetl

Judas, that laid his hands uponChrifts Vicar yothers joyne<

with them faying, ahorquemos a ejle Judas , let us hang U|

this Judasytfce number of boys yet iocreafed, crying a!ou<

and boldly after the Coach, Muera elVellaco defcomulgad

la muerte de Judas ¡ muera el picaro, muera el perro, let thi

excommunicated rogue and dog die the death of Judas
the Coachman laflied the muks, the Coach pofted, th

boys hailed after with ftones and dirt, the number increa

fed fo, that before tiroll could get through two ftreets only

there were rifen above two hundred boyes* of Spaniard}

Indians Blac\-moors, Mulatto's. With much ado lirult go
to the Viceroy bis Palace, porting for his life, and hisfirf

care mft to wiih the Porters to ftiut all the Palace gates^

*cihe was fearful of what prefently happened, of a mor(

general iafurredion and uproar. For no fooner was he go

into the Viceroy his houte, and the gates fhut up, but then

.were gathered to the Market" place ( as I was credibly k
forme<
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brmed by thofe that faw and obfcrved diligently that days
rouble ) above two thoufand people, all of inferiour rank
ind quality; and yet the number Hill increafed till they
Yere judged to be about fix or feven thoufand. They all

:ryed out for Tirol! the Judto, fparing neither ftones nor
Hrt which they did fling at the Palace windows,
The Viceroy fent a meffageto them defiringthem to be

juier, and to betake themfelves to their houies, certifying
hem that Tiroll was not in his palace, but eicaped out of

1 back-door. The rude multitude would not be fatisfied
vith this, being now fet on by two or three Priefts who
vere joyned with them, and fo they began more violently

batter the Palace gates and walls, having brought pikes
md halberds, and long poles* others had got a few Piflols
md birding Pieces^ wherewith they (hot, not caring whom
hey killed or wounded in the Palace. It was wondexful
:o fee that none of the better fort, none of the Judges, no
ligh Juftice, no inferiour officers durfl or would come out
:o fuppreis the multitude, or to aflift the Viceroy being in
b great danger ; nay I was told by fome fhopkeepers who
ived in the market-place, that they made a laughing
xifinefs of it, and the people that paffed by wentfmilinl
md faying, Let the boys and youngfters alone, they wiH
:ight our wrongs, they will find out before they have
lone, both TiroU and Mexia and him that prote&s them
"neaping the Viceroy i but amongft them was much noted
>nePrieft,name Salazar, who fpentmuch (hot and bullets
ind more his fpirits in runing about to fpie fome place
tf advantage, which he might fooner batter down. They
ound it feems thePrifon-doors eafier to open, or elfe with
lelp within they opened them, and let out all the male»
ftdtors, who joyned with them io affault the Palace, The
Viceroy feeing no help came to him from the City, from
his fnends, from the Judges of the Chancery, from the
things high Junices, nor other officers for the peace
went up to the Zoties of his Palace with his Guard and
torvants that attended on him and fet up the Royal
standard, and caufed a Trumpet to bs founded to call the

City



144 J New Survey Chap. XII

City to aid and affift their King. But this prevailed not

none ftirred, all the chief of the City kept within doors

And when the multitude faw the Royal Standard out, an<

heard the Kings name from the Zoties^ they cryed oui

and often repeated it, Viva el Koy, muera el mal govierm

mueran lor des comulgados, that is to fay, Our King liv

long, but let the evil government die, ánd periih, and le

them die that are excommunicared. Thefe words fave<

many of them from hanging afterwards, when the bufinefs

was tried and fearched into by Don Martin de Carrillc

And with thefe words in their mouths they sldrmifhec

with them of the Zones at leaft three hours, they abov

hurling down ftooes, and they beneath hurling up to thenq

and fome (hooting with a few Piftols and bird ing Piece

at one another: and mark that in all this bitter skirmifl

there was not a piece of Ordinance (hot, for theVicero;

had none for the defence of his Palace or Perfon, neithe

had or hath that great City any for its ftrength and fecurity

the Spaniards living fearlefs of the Indians, and fas the;

think ) fecure from being annoyed by any forain Nation

There were flab in about fix hours in all that this tumul

lafted, tWen or eight beneath in the Marketplace, an(

one of the Viceroy his Guard and a Page in theZoties above

The day drawing to an end, the multitude brought Pitcl

and fire, and firft fired the Prifon, then they fet on fin

part of the Palace, and burnt down the chief gate. Thi
made fome of the City, ofthe Gentry, and of the Judges t(

come out, left the fire thould prevail far upon the City

and to perfuade the people to defift^ and to quench th<

fire. Whilii the fire was quenching, many got into thi

Palace, fome fell upon the Viceroys fiables, and there go

part of his mules and horfes rich furnitures, others begar

to fall upon fome chefls, others to tear down the hangings

but they were ioon perfuaded by the better fort of th<

City, todefift from fpoil or robbery, left by that they ihoulc

be difcovercd \ others fearched about for Von Pedro Mexia
:

for Tira// and the Viceroy. None ofthem could be found.

having difguifed themfelves and fo efcaped. Whither Voi

Fedri
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dh Mexia, and TiroU went, it could not be known in many

ys* bur certain it was that the Viceroy difguifed himfelf

a Francifcan habit, and fo in company of a Fryer went

rough the multitude to the Cloifter of the Francifcans,

íere he abode all that year, ( and there I (aw him the year.

:er ) not daring to come out, tilHie-had informed the

ing and Council of Spain, with what had happened,

d of the danger himfelf and the City was in, if not

nely prevented. The King and Council of Spain tmk
-bufinefs into confideration^and looked upon it asa war-

ig-piece, toa further mutiny and rebellion, and an ex.

íple to other parts of America to follow upon any fuch

e occation, if fome puniíhment were not infli&ed upon

g chief offenders. Wherefore the year following imf<
lich was when I went to thofc parts, the King feat a new

ceroy the ¡Warquefs of Serralvo to govern in the placg

the Count of Gehes, and efpecially to aid and affiil Don

artin de Carrillo^ a Prieft and Inquificor of the Inquifition

Valladolid, who was fent with large Gommiffion and au«

ority to examine the foreiaid tumult and mutiny, and to

cigc a!l offenders that ihould be found in it, yea and to

ng up fuch as fhould deferve death. 1 was at Mexico in

e beft time of the trial, and had intelligence from Don

artin deCarrillo his own Ghoftly father, a Dominican Fry-

, ofthe chief paffages in the examination of the bufinefs i

d the refult was, that if Jufticeíhoüld have been execu- *

d rightly, moft of the prime of Mexico would have fuf-

red, for not coming in to the Royal Standard, when cal*

i by the found of the- Trumpet, the Judges fome were

it out of their places, though they anfwered that they

uft not ftir out, for that they were informed that ail the

ity would have rifen againft them ifthey had appeared in

ablick. The chief adors were found to be the Criplians

•Natives of the Country, who do hate the Spani(b Go»

-rnrnent, and all fuch as come from Spain v and reafon they

ave for it, for by them they are muehoppreffcd,a$ I have

efore obferved, and are an^l will be always watching any

ppoitunity to free themfdv^s from the Sfmi(h yiak. But
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the chief ioraenters of the mutiny were found to be the jBi-

íhops party the Prieíts s and fo had not Salazar and three

more of them fled, they had certainly been fent to the

Gallies oí Spain for Gally-flaves ; this judgment was publi-

fhed agaioft them. There were not above three or foui

hanged of fo many thoufands, and their condemnation wa<

for things which they had ftolen out of the Viceroy's Pa.

lace. And becaufe further enquiry into the rebellion would

have brought in at kail half the City either for a&ors, 01

counfellers.or fomenters, the King was well advifed to gran

a general pardon. The Archbiifaops proceedings were mon
difliked in the Court of Spain* than che Viceroys,and he wa
long without any preferment, though at laft that then

might be no exceptions taken by his party, nor caufe gi

vea for the further ftirring the embers to a greater combutti

on, the Council thought fit to honour him in thofe pari

inhere he was born \ and to make him Biíhopof Zamora*

fmall Biihoprick in Cajlile', fo that his wings wereclipl

and from an Archbiíhop he came to be but a Biihop,and fror

threefcore tho'^nd Crowns yearly rent he fell to four c

five thoufand only a year. The Count of Gelves was alf

lent to Spain, md well entertained in the Court, and there

in made Mafkr of the Kings horfe, which in Spain is a No
blemans preferment.

And this Hiftory (hewing the ftate and condition c

Mexico* when I. travelled to thofe parts! have willingly f<

down, that the Reader may by it be furniihed with bet t(

obfervations than myfeli ( who am but a Neophyte ) am s

bletodedud. Spinewhat might be obfer ved from the Via
roys covetouiMsv which doubtlefs in all is a great fin, fc

.a&Ptfa/well/rfdvifeth, 1 Tim. 6.10. The love of mony is Ü
mot ofall/úil, but much more to be condemned in a Princ

or Go/bnour; whom it may blind in the cxercife of Ji

iiice/and Judgment, and harden thofe tender bowel
(Vhich ought to be in him ) of a father and ihepherd to h:

frock and children. We may yet from this Viceroys pri

étice and example againft a chief head of the Rom/,

Church, difcover that crrour offhePikfts and Jefuits <

Englanc
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England, who perfwaded the people here that no temporal

Vlagifirate hath power over them, and that to lay hands

m them in wrath and anger( being as they fay Confecratsd

:o God and his Altar ) is ipfofado a deep excommunication j

vhereas we fee the contrary in this Viceroy a member of the

Church oí Rome, and yet exercifing his temporal power a-

>ainft an Arch-biihop, and by Tirott taking him from the

Church, and as his prifoner fending him with juft wrath

md anger to a forain and remote place ofbaniihment.

3ut laftly, it is my defire that the High and Honourable

2ourt of Parliament which now is fitting for the good of

his Kingdom, and for the good of it hath already pulled

town the Hierarchy of fuch Prelates and Arch-prelates,

vould look upon the trouble and uproar which the keys of

he Church in the hand of an undifcreet Fried brought up-

m that City oí Mexico. Certainly as the ftrength of the

Church well fetled and governed with fubordination to the

Vlagifirate, is likewife the ftrength of the Common-wealth

"o on the other fide the power ofthe keys in the Clergies

land, to caft out what inceftuous Corinthian they pleafe,

without the reft ofthe Corinthians content, i Con 5. 4, 5.

may prove dangerous and troublefome to the Common-
weal and good. For ifthe Clergy may ufe by it felf, with-

out the overfeeing eye of the Magiftrates Commiífioners,

he power of the keys, who Ihalibe free from their cenfures

hat any way will oppofe thetn ? The poor and ignorant will

not only be the object of their cenfures* but the rich, and

wife, and noble, Ruler and Magiftrate will alfo come under

;heir cenfures > wherein I find a Minifter may then as a Pops

encroach upon the higheft crown ofan Emperour. Nay cer-

tainly in England the thoughts offome fuch afpiring Mini-

[krs have been higher than the thoughts of this Archbiihop

oíMexico over a Viceroy, the conceit of their power with

the Keys have hoifed them above their Prince, for I have

heard one of them fay, he knew not but that by the power

of the Keys he might as well excommunicate the King asany

other private perfon.This conceit hath made the Pope fear 00

earthly Prince, Erxtperour,Ruler or Magiftrate $ nay this hath

L-2 mzds
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trade him to be feared,and refpeded,and honoured by Kings

and Princes i and why may not the fame power in the hands

oía Proteftant Clergy, make the rpeanelYand the higheft to

fear and dread them ? But fome will fay 5
the Word of God

being the touchftone wherewith they are to try what points

may be the fubjeds of their cenfures, by fuch a light and

guidance they are not like to err. But they then being

themfelves the Judges of the feofe and meaning of the

Word, who £ha!i oppofe their judgment, and their enfuing

cenfures? What if to their tryal and judgment they (hall

bring any Law enaded by a High Court ofParliament, and

(hall judge it not according to the Word of God, and fc

prefs it to the peoples confidences h threatning with theii

centuresfuchas ihaliobey it? in fuch a cafe how may th(

power of the keys unlock aod open a door to the people o

rebellion againft their hwful Magiftrates ? O what dan-

gers may befal a Common-wealth, when thus the Clergy

(hall ftand over poor and rich, fubjedand magiffrate, as Pe

UTS ftatue at Rome, with Giofs keys in his hand ? What ;

rebellion did the Arch-biihop of Mexicocmk by excommu
nicating Don Pedro Mexia firft,and then the Viceroy ? an<

how did the people fear his keys- more than the Viceroy

temporal power and authority, tiding with himagainft fuel

as he had excommunicated i What troubles did that Do
dor Smith Biíhop oí Chalcedosbring among the Papifis/mal

and great ones, not long ago here in England, laying upoi

theft] by the power of the Keys a cenfure of Excommunica

tion, if they confeffed to, or did entertain and hear the Mai

ofany, that had not derived their authority from him ? thei

were they in open..rebellion oneagainfl another h the fécula

i Prieftsagainít íUq Monks, Fryers, and Jefuits, and the Lai

ty all troubled, fome fidiog with one, and fome withanc

their, till Dodor Smith having thus kindled the tire wa

fain to leave it burning, and to betake himfelf to Paris, am

from thence to foment the difleniion, which with the powe

of. the Keys hehadcaufed here.

O furcly the Church fo far is a goqd Mother, as it allow

.
a Magiftrace to be a Father. And great comfort have thol

tha
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hat live within the pale of the Church, to know that they

tave the Magiftrate to fly unto in their prdiures and dif-

jomforts.

I muft ingenuoufly confefs that one main point that

>rought me from the Church of Rome, was the tro too-

>reat power of the Keys in rhe Popes Biihops, and Priefis

bands, who ftudyingmore felf Policy, than common Poli*

:y5
look upon the people, and with their power deal with

hem more as their iubjeds, than as political Members in

Common- wealth, rending and tearing them dayly by

heir cenfures from that common and Political body to

vhich they belong, without any hopes of care to be had of

hem by their Magiftrate and Political head and Govemour.

^nd I hope I (hall not have fled from Anticbrift who cxal-

eth himtelf as'hcad of the Church, and from that power

uth his influence over all States and Political Heads and

lulers i to find in a Proteftant Church any of his fpirit, ma-

ting a diftindion ofa fpiritual and temporal head, forget-

ing the only head Chrift Jcfus h which were it once granted,

is the fpirit is more noble than the body, fo would the in-

erenceibon be made, that they thataie ovei the fpirit, are

ligher in power than they that are over the body s which

:onclufion would foon bring Mexico's troubles among Pro-.

eftants. Experience in all my travels by fea and land, in

noft parts of Europe and of America^ hath ever taught ¿ne,

hat where the Clergy .hath been too much exalted and en-

oyed power over the people, there the Common-wealth

uth foon fain into heavy preffures ai>d troubles. And let

lot this my obfervation feem ftrange as coming from a fifi-

lifter, for I have learned from Chrirt, Matth, 20. 25, 26,

17* 7*bjt thz Frinces of the Gentiles exercife Dominion, and

bey that are great exercife authority. But it jhallnoibefo

imong yott, but whfoever wiU be great among you^ let him be

your Minijhr ; and wbofoever mil be chiefamong you? let him

beyour Servant.

Í hope the High Court of Parliament will fo iectle the

Church and State here, that this ftiail not tear any further

troubles from that * and chat we who have our portion from

L3 > ths
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the one, may be Mlnifteis and Servants under the Com-
miffiotiers of the other. And thus largely I have defcri-

bed the State and condition oí Mexico in the time of Mon-

ieÄ«w%-andfince his death the manner and proportion oi

it with the troubled condition I found it in when I wen'

thither, by reafon of a mutiny and rebellion caufed by ar

Arch-biftiop the year before. I fhall now come out o

Mexico, and prefent unto you the places moft remarkabli

about it *, and from thence the feveral parts and Countriei

of America, before I betake my fdf to the journy whicl

I made from Mexico to Guatemala lying nine hundred Eng

lifh miles Southward, and from thence yet to Coflarica, anc

Nicoya, being nine hundred miles further toward the South

CHAR XÍIÍ.

Shewing the feveral parts of this new World

America 5 and the places of note about thefamou

City of Mexico.

A Lthough my travels by Sea and Land in Amzric

JTjL were not above three or fourthoufand miles C whicl

is notvihe fifth part of it, if exa&ly eompaíTed ) yet for th

better complcating of this my work ; I thought fit to inlarg

my fclf to a full divifion ofthe many and fundry parts there

of," here firftin general» and hereafter more in partícula

of thofe parts wherein I lived twelve years, 'and of thoi

which í more exaflly noted and obferved as I travelled am

paffed through them. The chiefdivifion therefore oí thi

kreatcftpart of the World, is twofold only, to wit, th

, 'Mexican? and the Feruan parts, which contain many grca

/and fundry Provinces and' Gountrei?, fome as big as ou

whole Kingdom of England. But Mexico giving name h

half^wmVtfjisnow called Nova Hifpania, new Spain? fron

whence the Kings of Spain do ftyle themielves Hifpania

rum Reges. The Mexican part coataincth chiefly the Nor

thern Traéfr, and comprehendeth thefe Provinces hitherto

know
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known and difcovered, to wit, Mexico, Qutvira, Nicaragua,

fncatan, Florida, Virginia, Nornmbega, Nova Francia, Cor-

terialii, and E\lotilandia< The compafs of this part of A-

merica is thirteen thoufands miles. The Fernán part con-

tained* ail the Southern Trad, and is tyed to the Mexican

by the Ijibmus or ftrait oíDamn, being no more than 17,

or as others fay, in the narroweft place but 1 2 miles broad

from the North to the South Sea; And many have menti-

oned to the Council of Spain the cutting of a Navigable

Channel through this fmall Ijtbnntt, fo to (hortenlhe Voy-

age to China, and the Moluccas. But the Kings of Spain

have not as yet attempted to do it, feme fay left in the

work he Should lofe thofe few Indians that are left ( would

to God it were fo that they were and had been fo careful

and tender of the poor Indians lives, more populous would

that vaft and fpacious Country be at this day : ) but others

fay he hath not attempted that great work, left the paffage

by the Cape Bona Efperanza>Good-kope, being left off, thofe

Seas might become a receptacle of Pirates. However this

hath not been attempted by the Spaniards, they give not

forreafon any extraordinary great charge, for that would

foon be rtcompenfed with the fpeedy and eafie conveying

that way the Commodities from South to North Seas. This

Veruan part of America containeth thefe Countries, or

Kingdoms, to wit, CafteUa anna Guiana^ Pew, Brafilf

Chile \ and the compaís of it is feventeen thoufand miles.

líhaUnotfpeakdiftinótly of all thefe parts, which better

writers, and of more knowledge have before me difcovered s

and becaufe fome of them being out of the Spaniards reach

and dominion, from whom I have received my beft intel-

ligence, 1 have from them had little notice of them, and

experience, which indeed i intend to make my beft guide

in this my wotk. Therefore to return again to the Mm?.

tcan part, and the Northern Trad?, I (hall fall again up.

on the firft and chiefmember of that diviiion, which I laid.

wasMfXfco, Thisaboundeth with golden forded rivers,

in which are many Crocodiles ( though not fo big as thofe

of Egypt ) which thq Indian people eat. it glorieth in the

h 4 tf&awr
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mountains ?opochampecbe
y
and Fopocatepec, which are of th

fame nature with JEtna and Vefuvius. Nay all the wa
South wards as far as Leon in Nicaragua^ there are man
of thefe fiery Mountains. But Popocatepec is one of tí

chief of them* which fignifieth a hill of fmoak, for ms

ny times it cafkth out fmoak and fire i it ftandeth eig!

leagues from Chololla* the afcending up into h is.vei

troubleiome, and full of craggy rocks. When C&rtez pa

fed that way to Mexico^ he ient ten Spaniards to view i

with many Indians to carry their visuals and to guie

them in the way. They approached fonigh rhe top,th;

they heard iuch a terrible noiie which proceeded froi

thence, that they durft not go unto if, for the groan

did tremble and (hake, and great quantity of aíhes d

much diiturb their way. But yet two ofihem who feen

ed to be mo ft hardy, and dellrous to íee iirange .thing

went up to the top,- becaufe they would not return wii

a ikevclefs anfwer, and that ihey might not be acountí

cowards, leaving their fellows behind them, proceeded fo

wards, and pafltd through that defart of aíhes, and
length came under a great fmoak very thick, and ftani

ingtherca while, the darknefs vaniihed partly away, ar

then appeared the Vulcan and concavity, which is abo
half a league in compafs out of the which the airean
rebounding with a very great noife, vesy (hull and whiftlhi-

To that the whole hill did tremble > it was like unto an <

ven where glafs is made. The fmoak and heat was

:

great that they could not abide it, and of force were co
drained to return by the way that they had afcended. Bi

they were not gone far, when the Vulcan began to fia

oat flames of fire, aíhes and embers, yea and at the k
(tones of burning fire, and if they had not chanced to fir

a rock, under which they fhadowed themfelves, undoub
edly chey had there b<¿en burned. It is like unto the Vu
cm of Sicilia, k is high and round, and never wantei
¿hot» about fome part of if. Before the corning of Carte

for ten years ¿pace it had left offexpelling vapour or fmoak
fc'ut jn'theytft 154.0. it began again to burn, and with tfc

horrib
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horrible noife thereof, the people that dwelt four leagues

from it were terrified *, the afhes that proceeded then

from it reached to llaxcatian, which ftandeth ten leagues

dirtant from it > yea fome affirm that it extended fifteen

teagues diftant, and burned the herbs in the gardens, the

corn in the fields, and cloths that lay a drying. And ma-

ny fuch hills and mountains doth this Mexican part ofA»

menea or new Spain abound with. The limits of it are

on the Eaft, Jucatan, and the gulf of Mexico,- on the

Weít Californio, on the South the teman part. The-Nor-

thern bounds are unknown, (o that we cannot certainly a-

vow this America tobe continent, nor certainly affirm it

to be an Ifland, diftinguifhed from the old world. It was

very populous before the arrival of the Spaniards, who
in leventeen years flew fix millions of them, roafting fome,

plucking out the eyes, cutting off the arms of others, and

cafiing them living to be devoured of wild beafis. This

chief Province of America named Mexico, is further fub-

divided into four parts, that is to fay, Ihemijlitan, J&-

va Galicia, Mecboacan, and Gauftacban, Ibemijlitan, is

the greateft and nobleft of thefe four h for that it con-

taineth fix Cities, and of them one is Mexico, which gi-

veth name to the half part of America, and is the feat of

an Arch-bilhop, and of the Spanijh Viceroy, whofe

greatnefs therdn I have before laid open > the fecond Ci-

ty is La Puebla de los Angeles, the City of Angels, the

thiid Villaruca s the fourth Autiquera \ the fifth Afei-

oca^thc iwth Ottopan, But all thefe, excepting the two
firft, are but fraall phces, named Cities formerly, for that

the Spaniards thought to have made them Bííhops fots,

which they have no been able to peiform, by reafon that

Mexico and the City oí Angels hath drawn to them the

chief trading, and moft of the Inhabitants of the other

four. Efpecially the refort to Mexico is fo great, that all

the Towns about ( which formed? were of Indians ) arc

now inhabited by Spaniards and Meflizoes. S may not
omit about Mexico that famous place of Cbapultepec,

which in the Heathens times was the buiy ing place of the

Empc-
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Emperours* and now by the Spaniards is theEfcurialof

America, where the Viceroys that dye are alfo interred.

There is a fumptuous palace built with many fair Gar-

dens and devices of waters, and ponds of fi(h
5
whither

the Viceroy and, the Gentry of Mexico do refort for their

recreation. The| riches here belonging to the Viceroys

Chappel, are thought so be worth above a million oí

aowns.
Tacuba is alfo a pleafant Town full oforchards and gar-

dens, in the very way to Chapultepec. Southward is loluci

ilch alfo for trading, but above all much mentioned for the

Bacon, which is the beft ofall thofe parts, and is tranfpor-

ted far and near. Weft-ward is the Town called La Piedad

at the end of a Cawfey, whither the people much reforl

from Mexico, bang drawn to the fuperftitious worfhip ol

a picure of Mary which hath been enriched by the chiel

of Mexico with many thoufand pounds Worth of gifts oi

chain*, and crowns of gold.

But more Northwdi ward three leagues from Mexico i¡

the pleafanteft place of all that are about Mexico, called La

g&iedad, and by others eldefierto9 thefolitary or deferí plací

and wildcrnefs. Were all wilderneffes like it, to live in i

.wildernefs would be better than to live in a City. This hath

been a device of poor Fryers named difcalced^ or barefooted

Carmelites y who to make (hew of their hypocritical and ap

parent godiinefs, and that whikft they would be though!

to live like Eremites, retired from the world, they maj

draw the world unto them» they have built there, a fíate

iy Ctoifler, which being upon a hill and among rocks nukej

it to be more admired. About the Cloifter they have fa-

fiiioncd out many holes and caves in, under, and among th<

tocks,like Eremites lodgings, with a room to lie in, anc

m Oratory to pray in, with pi&ures, and Images, and rar(

¿evices fot mortification, as difciplines of wire, rods of I

yon, hair-cloths, girdles with iharp wire points to girdli

about their bare fleíh, and many fuch like toys which han¿

about their Oratories, to make people admire their morti-

fied and holy lives. 41k hefe Eremitical holes and cave

(whiel
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1 which are fome tea in all ) are within the bounds and com-

íais of the Gloiftcr, and among orchards and gardens full

»f fruits and flowers, which may take up two miles- com-

>afs i and here among the rocks are many fprings of water,

vhich with the (hade of the piantins and other trees, are:

nofi cool and pleafant to the Eremites \ they have alfo the

weetfmell of the rofe and jazmin, which is a little flower,

>ut the fwecteft of all others > there is not any oth^r flow-

r to be found that is rare and exquifite in that Country,

vhich is not in that wildernefs to delight the fenfes of thofe

nortified Eremites. They are weekly changed from the

iloifter, and when their week is ended, others are Cent,

ind they return unto their Qoifter ; they carry with them

heir bottles of wine, fweet-meats, and other provifions, as

or fruits, the trees about do drop them into their mouths,

t is wonderful to fee the ftrange devices of fountains of

.vater which are about thejgardens, * butmuch more firange

tnd wonderful to fee the refort of Coaches, and gallants,

tnd Ladies and Citizens from Mexico thither, to walk and

nake merry in thofe defart pleafures, and to fee thofe hy-

pocrites, whom they look upon as living Saints, andfo

:hink nothing too good for them, to cheriih them in their

Mart confitéis with Satan. Nor v ¿oes to them but car-

ries fome fweet-meats, or fome other dainty diih to nourifh

md feed them withal -, whofe prayers they likewife earnefi-

ly folicit, leaving them great alms of mony for their Maf-

fes ; and above all offering to a pidure in their Church,

called our Lady of Carmel, treafurcs of diamonds, pearls,

golden chains and crowns and gowns of cloth of gold and

iilver. Before this pi&ure did hang in my time twenty lamps

of filver j the worft ofthem being worth a hundred pound -,

truly Satan hath given unto them what he offered Chriftin

th« defert, All theft things mil I give thee, if thou wilt fall

down and worfhip me \ all the dainties and of all the riches

oí America hath he given unto them in that their defart, for

that they dayly fall down and worihip him. In the way to

this place there is another Town yet called Tacubaya, where

is a rich Cloifter of Francifcans,and alio many gardens and
orchards,
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orchards, but above all much reforied to for the mufick :

that Church, wherein the Fryers have made the Indians

dexterous . and skilful, that they dare compare with tl

Cathedral Church of Mexico. Thefe were the chief plac

of mine and my friends refort, whílít I abode about Mexk
which I found co be moft worth a Hiftory, and fo thougl

fit here to inferí them, and fo pafs on to the other parts i

Provinces of Mexico.

Next to this is the Province of Gua$achan
%
which liei

in the road from St. John de Vlhua to Mexico^ which is n<

fo poor as Heylyn maketh if, for that now it doth abour

with many rich farms of Sugar, and of Gochinil, an

%eacheth as far as the Valley ofGuaxaca which is a mn
rich place. The chief City of this Province was wont t

be jflaxcallap; whereof I have formerly fpoken v but no 1

the City of Guaxaca which is a Biihops feat, and Xalapj.

which is alfo of late made a Biíhops feat, makes it more fc

mous. It glorieth alfo in Villa Rica a Port Town vei

wealthy, becaufe all the traffick betwixt the Old an

New Spams do pafs through it. The -Spaniards hai*e in

two rich Colonies, called Famico^ and St. James in the va

leys. The third Province of Mexico is called Mecboacai

which containeth in circuit fourfcore leagues, It is alfo a

exceeding rich country, abounding in Mulbeny trees, fill

honey, wax,black-arr>ber, works oí divers coloured feather;

man rich, rare and exquifite, and fuch fort offiih, that fron

thence it took its lurnc^Mechuoucan^ which fignitiech a plac

of fitting.

The language of the Indians is moft elegant and copious

ana they tall, thong, acäive, and of very good wits, a

may be (cm in all their works, butefpecially in thofeo

feathers, which are fo curious, that they are prefcnte<

for rich prefents to the King and Nobles of Spain. Th
chief City of this Province is Valladolid a Biihops feat

and the beft Towns are Sinjonte¡ which was the refidena

of the Kings of this Country. There is alfo Fa(cua\

and Colima^ very great Towns inhabited by Indians anc

Spaniards* These are alfo two good Heavens, called St,

Anthony
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intbony, and Saint Jamts, or Santjago. This country

f Mecboacan was almoft as great as the Empire of Mex~

:o,whenCortez conquered thofe parts. The King that

vas then of Mecboacan was called Caconzin^ who was a

jreat friend unto Cortez, and a fervitor to the Spaniards*

,nd willingly yielded himfelfas vaffahc the RhgoiSpawi
retfuch was the cruelty of Von Nuniü de Guzman^ the firil

luler and Prefident of the Chancery of Mexico after the

;onqueft, that understanding he was put out of his office,

íe took his journey againtt the
l
Ieucbichimeca§> and car-

ied in his company five hundred Spaniards^ with whom,

,nd fix thoufand Indians which by foice he took out of

Mecboacan^ he conquered Xalixco which is now called the

New Galicia. And as for this purpofe he psffed through

\lecboacans
he took prifoner the King Caco¡ízin,( who was

juiet and peaceable and fiirred not againft him ) and took

rom him ten thoufand marks of plate, and much gold

md other treafure, and afcerwards burned him, and many
3ther Indian Gentlemen and principal perfons of that

Kingdom, becauie they fhould not complain, faying,

that a dead dog biteth not, They were in this King-

dom as fuperilitious and idolatrous as in the reft of Ame-

rica. No divorcement was permitted amongft them, ex-

cept the party made a folemn oath, that they looked not

the one on the other ikd-faftJy, and direóHy at the time of

their marriage, in the burying likewife of their Kings

they were fuperftitious, cruel > and Idolatrous. When any

King o( Mecboacan happened to be brought to fuch extre-

mity of íípknefs that hope oflife was pair, then did he name
and appoint which of hisfons ftiould inherit the efiate and

Crown, and being known, the new King or Heir pre-

fently fent for ail the Gpvernours, Captains, and valiant

Soldiers, who had any office or charge, to come unto the

burial of his Father, and he that came not, from thence-

forth was held for a Traitor, and fo puniilud. When
the death of the old King was certain, then came
all degrees of cftates, and did bringTluir prefents to

the new King for the approbation of his Kingdom;
-But
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But if the King were not throughly dead, but at the poim

of death, then the gates were ihut upr and none permit

ted to enter, and if he were throughly dead, then begat

a general cry and mourning, and they were permitted t(

come where their dead King lay, and to touch him witf

their hands. This being done the carkafs was waihed witl

fweet waters, and then a fine fhirt put upon him, and a

pair of fhooes made of Deer-skin put on his feet, and;

bout his aockles were tied bells of gold, about the wrift

of his hands wera put bracelets of Turquoiies and of gol(

likewife 5 about nis neck they did hang collars of pieriou

fiones, and alfoofgold, and rings in his ears, with a grea

Tuiquoife in his nether lip. Then his body was laid upon ;

large Bier whereon was placed a good bed under him? 01

his one fide lay a bow with a quiver of arrows, and on hi

other fidelay an ¡mage made of fine mantles of his own fia

ture or bignefc, with a great tuffof fine feathers, ihooe

upon his feet, with bracelets and a collar ofdoid. Whil

this was a doing, others were bufied in wafcing the mei

and women, which (hould be flain for to accompany hk
into hell Thefc wretches that were to be flain, were firi

banqueted and filled with drink» becaufe they (hould receiv

their death with lefs pain. The new King did appoint thoi

who (hould die for to ferve the K ing his father , and man 1

of thofc fimplc fouls eileemed that death fo odious for

thing ofimmortal glory. Firft fix Gentlewomen of nobl

birth were appointed to die i) the one to have the office c

keeper of his jewels, which he was wont to wear» anothe

for the office of cup* bearer, another to give him water wit]

a Bafon and Ewer j another to give him always the Urinal

another to be his Cook > and another to ferve for LandrcC

They flew alio many women-ilaves, and free-maidens fo

to attend upon the Gentlewomen, and moreover one of e

very occupation within the City. When all thefe that wer

appointed to die were waihed, and their bellies full witl

meat and drink
}
then they painted their faces yellow, an<

put garlands of fweet flowers upon each of their head*

Then they went in order of preceffion before the Biei

where
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vhereon the dead King was carried > fome went playing

m inftrumems made of Snail-fhels, and others played upon
•ones and fuels of Sea-Tortife, others went whittling, and
he moft part weeping. The Sons of the dead King and
>ther Noble-men carried upon their ihoulders the Bier

vhere the Corps lay, and proceeded vvrh an ealie pace to-

wards the Temple of the God called Curicaveri \ his kinfc.

nen went round about the Bier iinging a fonowful fong,
rhe officers and houihold-fervams of the Court, with other
/lagiftrates and Rulers of Juftice bare the Standards and
livers other Arms. And about midnight they departed in
he order aforefaid out of the Kings Palace with great light

f fire-brands, and with a heavy noife of their trumpets
nd drums. The Citizens which dwelt where the Corps
>affed, attended to make clean the ftreet. And when they
vere coroe to the Temple, they went four times round a-
>out a great fire which was prepared of Pine-tree to bum
he dead body. Then the Bier was laid upon the fire, and
n the mean while that the body was burning, they maw-
ed with a club thole which had the Garlands., and after-

vard buried them four and four, as they were apparelied
s be-

lind the Temple. The next day in the morning the afhes,

>ones and jewels were gathered and laid upon a rich mantle*
he which was carried to the Temple gate, where the Priefts
ittended to blefs thofe deviüíh religues, whereof they made
i dowor pafte,and thereof an Image, which was appar-
elled like a man, wish a vifor on his face, and all other
btts of jewels that the dead King was wont tc^wea*, fo
hat it feemed a gallant Idol. At the foot of the Temple
tairs they opened a grave ready made, which was fquare,
arge, two fathom deep, it was alfo hung with new mats
round about, and a fair bed therein, in the which one of
the Priefts placed the Idol made of allies with his eyes to-
wards the Eaft- part, and did hang round about the walls
largetsof gold and filver, wi?h bows and arrows, and
i)any gallant tuffs oí Fechers i with earthen veffJs, as pots,
Jiihes,and platters, fo that the grave was filled up wich
louftould-ftuffschefts covered with Leather, Apparel ,Jewi!s

Mear.
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Meat, Drink and Armour. This done, the grave was

ifaut up and made fare with beams, boards, and floored

with eanh on the top. All thofe Gentlemen who had fer-

ved or touched any thing in the bórial, waihed themfelves

and went to dinner in the Court or yard of the Kings

houfe without any t I % and having dined they wiped

their hands upon cu*an locks of Cotton-wool, hanging

clown their heads, and not fpeaking any word, except it

were to ask For Drink. This Ceremony lafted five days*

and. in alt that time no Fire was permitted to be kindled in

the City, except in the Kings houfe and Temples, nor yet

any Corn was ground, or Market kept, nor durft any go out

of their houfes, flicwing all the forrow that might be pof-

fihie for the death oftheir King. And this was the fuper-

flitious manner of burying the Kings oi Mechoacan. This

people did Puniih adultery raoft rigoroufly ; for to commit

it was death as well for the man as the woman. But if

the adulterer were a Gentleman, his head was decked

with feathers, and after that he was hanged, and his body

burned i and for this offence was no pardon, either for man

or woman. But for avoiding of adultery they did permit

other common women, but no publick and ordinary ikws.

Now the Indians of Mecboacan are greatly taken with the

Popiih devices, and are ftrong in that Religion, as any part

oí America.

The fourth and lafi Proyince of the Country or Empire

of Mexico, is called Galicia nova^ and is watered with two

very great rivers, the one named Piaftle, and the other

San Sthajlian. This Province gloryeth in many great

Townsofl^^/ibutefpedallyinfix, inhabited both by

Indians and Spaniards', the firft and chiefeft is Xalifco, ta-

ken by Nunio it Guzman 1530. when he fled from Mex-

ico \n a rage, and took prifoner and burned the King of

Mecboacan. The fecond is Giiadalaiara. The third Coa*

rmn' The fourth Compojiella. The fifth St. Efpirit. The

fixch C*paU? which is now is cd\UdNova Mexico, New Mex-

ico. And here it is that the Spaniards are daily warring a-

f.air,a the Indians winch live Northward, and are not as yet

reduced
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:duced nor brought under the Spanish yoak and govern"

ent. They are valiant Indians, and hold the Spaniards

rd to do it *, and have great advantage againft them in the

cks and mountains, where they abide and cut offmany

laniards. Their chiefweapons are but bows and arrows,

id yet with them from the thick Woods, hills, and rocks

ey annoy and offend the Spaniards exceedingly. I have

ard fome Spaniards fay that they flie and climb up the

cks like Goats i and when they draw nigh unto them,

en they cry out with a hideous noife fliooting their ar-

ws at them, and in an inftant are departed and fled un-

another rock. The reafon why the Spaniards are fo

rneft to purfue and -conquer thefe Indians more than

my others of America, which as yet are not brought in

bjeétion to the Spaniards^ is for the many mines of fil-

r arid treafure of gold which they know to be there,

ley have got already fure poffeffion ofpart of thefe rich-

in the Mines, called St. Lewis Sacatecas, from whence

ey fend all the filver that is coyned in the Mint-houfesof

exico and the Glty of Angels, and every year befides to

win in filver wedges at leait fix Millions. But tjbe fur-

=r the Spaniards go to the North; ftill more riches they

icover ; and fain would they fubdue all thofe Northern

rts ( as I have heard them fay ) left our Englifh from Vir-

na, and their other plantations, get in before them. I

ve heard them wonder that our Englifh enter no further

:o the main land > furely fay they, either they fear the

dians, or elfe with a little paultry Tobacco they have as

ach as will maintain them in lazinefs. Certainly they

:end to conquer through thofe heathenifh Indians, until

land they come to Florida and Virginia, (for fo they

aft ) it they be not met with by fome óí our Northern?

itions of Europe^ who may better keep them offthan thofe

or Indians, and may do God greater and bettei fervice

ith thofe rich Mines^ than the Spaniards hitherto have

me.

Thus having fpoken fomewhat 'óf the four Provinces of

#$¿0, which waä the fir ft Member of the diviiionr,

SI MÄ
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Mexican and Feruan • Now I (hall briefly fay fomewhat
fur thcr of three more Countries belonging to the Mexican
of Northern Trad as oppofite to the Ftruan, omitting

Florida, Virginia, Nerumbega, Nova Francia Corterialis and
Eftotilandia, becaufe I will not write as many do by relati-

on and hearfay, but by more fure intelligence, infight and

experience. In my firft divifion next to Mexico, I pla-

ced ®)uivira, Jmatan, and Nicaragua > of thefe three there-

fore I (hall fay a little, and then fomewhat of the Teman
part, ghtivirais ieated on the moil Weftern part of A>

menea, juft over againft Canary, from whence being not

much diíhnt, fome fuppofe that the Inhabitants firft came

into this new world. And indeed the Indians oí Amena
' in many things feem to be of the race and progeny of th<

Tartars, hi that ^uivira and all the Weft- fide of thi

Country towards Afta is far more populous than th<

Eaft towards Europe, which flieweth thefe parts tohav<

been firft inhabited. Secondly, their uncivility, and barba

reus properties tell us that they are moft like the T^rtarj

of any. Thirdly, the Weft-fide of Amctka if it be not con

tinent with Tartary is yet disjoyned but by a fmall ftraight

Fourthly, the people of ghtivira neareft to Tartary, ar(

faid to follow the feafons and pafturing of their Cattl<

like the Tartarian*. All this fide of America is full q:

herbage, and enjoyeth a temperare air. The people an

defirous of glaff more than of gold » and in feme place

to this day are Cannibals. The chief riches of thi

Country are their Kine, which are to them as we fay o

•ur Ale to drunkards, Meat, Drink and Cloth, and mon
too. For the Hides yield them houfes, or at leaft the co

wrings of them*, their bones bodkins, their hair thred

their finews ropes y their horns maws and bladders

•veffels» their dung, fire, their Calvc-skins, budgets t<

draw and keep water v their blood, drink > their flefli

meat.

There is thought to be fome traffique from China, o:

Cathaya, hither to thofe parts, where as yet the Spani

mds have not enter'd. Fptivhen Vafquez de Coronado con
...'"

"

querec
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quered fomc part of it, he faw in the further Sea certain

(hips, not of common making, which feemed to be well

laden, and bare in their prows, Pelicans, which could

not be conje&ured to come from any Country, but one of

thefe two. In §}nivira there are but two Provinces known
unto us, which are Cibola^ and Nova Albion* Cibela ly-

eth on thcEaft-fide, whofc chief City is ofthe fame name,
and denominates the whole Province. The chief Town
next to Cibola is called totontaa, which is temperate and
pleafant, being fituated upon a River fo called. The third

Town worth mentioning is called Tinguez, which was burnt

by the Spaniards , who under the condud of Francifco Vaf~

qmz de Coronado made this Province fubjeéj to the King
of 'Spain, An. T>om. 1540. And fincethis Town oiTingue&

hath been rebuilt and inhabited by the Spaniards s There is

a goodly College of Jefuits, who only preach to the Indi-

ans of that Country. Nova Albion lyeth on the Weft-fide to-

wards Tartary, and is very little inhabited by the Spaniards

who have found no wealth or riches there. Our ever Re-
nowned and Noble Captain Sir Francis Drafy difcovered if,

entered upon it, and he named it Nova Albion, becaufe the

King that then was, did willingly fubmit himfelf unto out

Queen Elizabeth.

The Country abounds with fruits pleafing both to the

eye and the Palate. The people are given tohoípitality, but

withal to witchcraft and adoration of devils. The bounds
between this ^¡tivira and Mexico Empire is Mar Vermiglio,

ox Californio. The third Kingdom belonging to the Mex-
ican part and Northern Tra& is Jucatan> which was firft

difcovered by Francifco Hernandez de Cordova, in the year

1 5 17. It is called Jucaian, not asJome have conceited

from J08an the fon of Heber, who ijjÉey think came out

oftheEaft, where the Scripture placeth him, Gen. 12. 23»
to inhabit here, but from Jucatan whichfin the Indian

tongue fignifieth, what (ay you ? for w|en the Spani-

ards at their firft arriving in that Country did ask of
the Indians the name of the place, the Savages not un-
demanding what they meaned, replyed unto them Jucatan%

M % which
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which is5 what fay you ? wherupon the Spaniards na

roed it, and ever fincc have called it Jucatan. The whol

Country is at leaft 900 miles in circuit, and is a Veninfula.

it is fituate over againft the Ifle oiCuba-, and is divided

into three parts, firft Jucatan it feli, whofe Cities ofgreateft

worth, are Campeches-Vallado lid¿ Mérída, Simancas, and one

which for its greatnefs and beauty, they call Caire. This

Country among the Spaniards is held to be poor , the chief

commodities in it are huny, wax, hides, and fome Sugar, but

no Indigo, CochineV nor Mines of filver ; There are yet

fome drugs much eíkemed óf by the Apothecaries,, Cana

fiftula, Zarzapariüa efpecially > and great (tore of Indian

Maiz. There is alfo abundance of good Wood and Timber

fit for (hipping, whereof the Spaniards do make very

ftroog. (hips, which they ufe in their voyages to Spain and

back again. In the year 1632, the Indians of this Country

in many places of it were like to rebel againft their Spanijh

Governour, who vexed them forely, making them bring in

to him their Fowls and Turkies (whereofthere is alfo great

abundance)and their hony and wax (wherein he traded )a.t

the rate and price which he pkafed to fet them, for his better

advantage, which was fuch a difad vantage to them, that

to enrich him they impoveriflied themfelves* and fo refol*

¥ed to betake themfelves to the Woods and mountains »

where in a rebellious way they continued fome months, un-

til the Francifcan Fryers, who have there great power over

them, reduced them back, and the Governour ( left he (hould

quite, lofe that Country by a further rebellion J granted to

them not only a general pardon in the Kings r.ame, but

for the future promifed to ufe them more mildly and

gently.

The fecopd psurt $Ot is called Guatemala, ( wherein 1

lived for the fpaceof almoft twelve years) whofe Inhabi-

tants have lofi formerly half a million of iheirkinfmen and

friends by the unmerciful dealing of:the Spaniards \ and yet

for all the lofs ot fo many thoufands» there is no part of A-

merica more flotuiihing than this with great and populous

Jndhns Towns, They may thank the Fryers who de-

fend
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fend them daily againft the Spaniards, and this yef for their

own ends*-, fyr while the Indians ftoutKhmd increafe, the

Fryers purfes flouriih alio and are filled. The Country is

very frcflh and plentiful. The chief Cities are Guatemala^

Cajfitca, and Cbiapa, whereof I (ball fpeak more largely

hereafter. The third part of Jucatan is Acafamil, which is

an I Hand over againii Guatemala, which is now common-
ly called by the Spaniards, Sta. Cruz>

}
whofe chief Town is

Sta, Cruz.

The fourth and laft Country ofthe divifion of the Mex*

kan part and Northen Trad of America,( which is under

:he Spanifb Government, and my beft knowledge and ex-

perience) is Nicaragua, which ftandeth South' eaft from
Mexico, and above four hundred and fifty leagues from it.

Sfet it agreeth fomewhat with Mexico in nature both of

foil and Inhabitants. The people are of good ftature, and

af colour indifferent white. They had, before they recei-

ved Ghriftianity, a fetled and politick form of Government.

Drily, as Solon appointed no Law for a mans killing of his

iather, io had this people none for the Murtherer of a

Sing, both of then conceiting, that men were not fo

nnatural, as to commit fuch crimes. A thief they judg-

ed not to death, but adjudged him to be a (lave to that

nan whom he had robbed, till by his fervice he had made
adsfa&ion, a couife truly more merciful and not lefs juft,

han the lofs of life.

This Country isTo pieafing to the eye, and abounding in

ill things neccflary, that the Spaniards call it Mahomets Pa»

radiie. Among other flourifhing trees, here groweth one
)f that nature, that a man' cannot -touch any of its bran*

;hes, but it withereth prefently. It is as plentiful of Par-

rets, as our Country oí England is ofCrows > Turkies,FowIs

[Quails and Rabbets are ordinary meat there. There are ma-
ny populous Indian Towns ( though notfo many as about
Guatemala) in this Country \ and eipecially two Cities of
Spaniards \ the one Leon, a Biihops Seat, and the other Gra*?

nada, which ftandeth upon a Lake offrelh water, whidh
iiarh above three hundred miles in comp^fs, and having no

M 3 -I'ltfe^
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intetcoutfe with the Ocean, doth yet continually ebb and

flow. Bat of this Country,and this City especially I (hall fay

fomewhat more, when I cometo fpeak of my travelling

through it.

Thus I have briefly touched upon the Mexican part, and

forauch of the Northern Traca as is under the King of

Spain his Dominion, leaving more particulars, till I

come to (hew the order of my being in and journeying

through fome of theie Countries. I will now likewife give

you a glimpfe of the Southern Tra&, and Peman part

of America. Which containeth chiefly five great Countries

or Kingdoms, fome in whole, and others in part, fubjfót

to the Crowns of Spain and Portugal, which are, firft Ca-

ftetla aurea v fecondly, Gujana h thirdly, Pern *, fourthly, Bra-

file ', fifthly, Chille. But I will not fill my Hiftory with

what others have written of the four laflj named Countries,

wherein I was not much h but what I could learn of Pern,

I will brie By fpeakvand fo come to the firft, Caftella aurea,

through which I travelled. Pern is held to be yet more

rich a Country than is Mexico; for although it hath not

the conveniency of trafique by the North-Sea, which Mwo
ico hath, but doth fend the Commodities in it to Pana:na>

and from thence tranfports them either over the ft¿aight

I$bmus, or by the River Chiagree to Portahd upon the North

Sea^ yet the Country is far richer thanMbcics, by reafon

of the more abundance of Mines of filver which are in it.

The mountains named Potoft are thought to be of no other

metal, which the King of Spain will not have to be o-

pened til! they have exhaufted thofe which are already

difcovtred and digged, and have found the Spaniards work

enough, and yielded them treafurc enough ever fince they

firftconquered thofe parts. The foil is very fruitful of all

fuch fruits as are found in Spain. The Olives are bigger

than thofe of Spain, the oil fweeter and clearer. The

Grapes yield alfo a wine far ftronger than any oí Spain,

and there is much made by reafon it cannot conveniently

be brought from Spain. There is likewife Wheat in greal

flore, and all this fruitful foil lyeth low under high Moun-
tains
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rains which divide betwixt Indians not as yet conquered
and Brafile. But thofe Mountains are a great help unto
thofe pleafant Valleys with the waters that fall from them,
for in all thofe parts inhabited by the Spaniards towards
the South-Sea, it is moil certain and moil obfervabk, that
it never rainetb, infomuch that the houfes a*e uncovered
on the tops, and only mats laid over them to keep off the
duft, and yet is this Country, what with the watfrs that
fall from the Mountains, what with the morning and e-

vening dews, as fruitful and plentiful as any Country in the
World, the chief City is called Lima

7 where there is a
Viceroy and a Court of Chancery, and an Arch-blihop. It

hath a Port fome two miles from it named Callau *, where
lie the (hips that convey yearly the treafure of that King-
Jom to Panama. There lie alio other (hips which traffique
:o the EaftAndieS) and to alltheCoafts of Guatemalay and
:o Acapulco the Southern Haven of Mexico. The Port of
Zallan is not fo ftrong as fhe great, nay ineftimable wealth
:hat is commonly in it and in the City oí Lima íhould re-
pire, for 1 have heard many Spaniards fay, that in the
fear 1620. afew (hips of Hollanders (as fome fay) or of
Englijb fas others affirm) appeared before the Haven
vaiting for the ihips that were to convey the Kings reve-
nue to Panama, and hearing that they were departed
' though by a falfe report ) followed them, and fo forfook
he attempting to take the Callan \ which certainly had they
nanly attempted, they had taken it i and in it the greateft
reafure that in any one part of the world could have been
ound. But the Spaniards feldom fee thereabout forain
¡lips, and fo live more carelefly in fecuring or flrength-
ung that Coaft. Though Peru be thus rich in fruits and
/lines, yet Chille far exceedeth it in gold \ which eggeth the
Spaniards to a conftant and continual war with the Inhabi-
ants, which are a ftrong, warlike, and moft valiant people,
they are grown as skilful in the ufe ofweapons, fwords, pC
iols and mufquets as the Spaniards, and have taken many
Spaniards, men and women prifoners', and of the Spanijh
/omen have had fo many children, called Mejimm.úm by

M 4 them
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them ( who have proved molí valiant ) they have much er

creafed both their firengthand their skill. They hold ú
Spaniards hard to it, and. the war is become the moft dar

gerous ofany the Spaniards have *, infomuch that the Cour

CÜ of Spain doth pick out from Flanders and Italy, the be

foldiers to fend them thither. And a Captain that hath fei

ved long, well and faithfully in Flanders, by way of cred

3 and promotion is fent to the Wars of Chille, to fight for th;

great treaiureofgold, which certainly is there. The Sp

niardshzve in it three fair Cities *the Conception ( which

a Bifhops Seat ) and Santiago, and Valdivia. This laii

named from one Valdivia, who was Governour of it, ar

the firfl caufe and author of thofe Wars.

This man was fo extraordinary covetous of the gold

that Country, that he would not let the Indians poifefs

injoy any of it themfelves, but did vex them, whip, at

beatj,yea and kill fome ofthem, becaufe they brought hi

not enough, and imployed them daily in fceking it out 1

him, charging them with a tax and impofition oflb inn

a day: which the Indians not being able to perform, n

to fatisfie an unfatisfiable mind and greedy covctoufne

refolved %p rebel, but fo that firft they would fiil and :

tisfte h s heart with gold fo that he ihould never more (

vet aftei that yellow and glittering metal. Whereiore tfc

ipyncd and combined themfelves together in a warlike f

fture, and took fome quantity of gold and melted it, a

with it refolutely came upon Valdivia, the Govemour, fs

jing, O Valdivia we fee thou half a greedy and unfatial

mind and defire after our gold j we have not been able

fatisfie thee with it hitherto ; but now we have devifed

way to fatiate this thy greedy covetoufnefs i here is nc

enough, drink thy full of it h and with tfiefe words th

took him and poured the melted gold down his thro;

wherewith he died^nevor more coming after that brig

and (hinging drofs, and naming with his name and death tí

City of Valdivia, and with his covetoufnefs leaving a i

bellion which hath continued to a cruel and bloody W
mnto this dd)\
u

'

'
'

" '

'

-

'

Guian



Chap. XIIL o/ fk Weft-Indies; 169

Guiana and Brafile 1 (hall omit to fpeak of, not having

been in any part of them. Braftlels Hale talked of by the

Spaniards, belonging to the Crown of Portugal, and now
part of it to, the high and mighty States oí the Netherlands,

who will better fatisfie by their Hiftories, and acquaint Eu-

rope with the riches that are in it.

I return unto the firft part mentioned by me in the Sou»

thern and Teman Trad, which was faid to be Caftella aurea,

golden Cafttle, fo called for the abundance of gold that

is found in it- This containeth the Northern part ofPerua-

na, part of the Ifthmm, which runneth between the

North and South-Sea. Befides the gold in it, it is ad-

mirably ftoied with Silver, Spices, Pearls, and medicinal

Herbs. It is divided into four. Provinces. The firft is cal-

led Caftella del oro \ the fecond, Nova Andaluzia i the

third, Nova Granada!

:
;s the fourth, Carthagena* Caftella del

oro is fituatcd in the very Ijihmus, and is not vtry popu-

lous by reafon of the unheahhíulnefs of the air, and noi-

fome favour of theftanding Pools. The chief places be-

longing to the Spaniards^ are firft Tbeonimay, or N&mbrs

de Dios on the Eaft j the fecond which is fix leagues from

Nombre de Dios is Portabel, now chiefly inhabited by the

Spaniard/ and Mulattoes, and Blackmoors, and Nombre de

Dios almoft utterly forfaken by reafon ofitsunhealthful-

nefs The (hips which were wont to anchor in Nombre
de Dios, and thereto take in the Kings treafure, which is

yearly brought from Per» to Panama, and from thence to

the North-Sea, now harbour themfelves in Portabel^

which fignifiech Porto bello, a fair and goodly Haven, for

fo indeed it is, and well fortified at the entrance with three

Caftles, which can reach and command one another. The
third and chief plac^ belonging to the Spaniards in Caftel-

la del oro is Panama, which is on the weft- fide and upon the

South- Sea. This City and Nombre de Dios were both
built by Vidacus de Niquefa. And Nombre de Dios was
fo calkd, becaufe Niquefa having been troííed with ma-
ny rmfchances and mifad ventures at Sea, when he came
to this place greatly rejoyced, and bad his men now

-
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go on fhore in Nombre de Dios, in the name of God.

But as I have before obferved, the air being here un-

healthy, the King of Spain in the year 15 14 comman-

ded the houfes of Nombre de Dios to be pulled down,

and to be rebuilt in a mo*e healthy and convenient

place ; which was performed by Peter Arias in PMabel.

But being now upon Nombre de Dios, l íhould wrongmy
Country, if I íhould not fet out to the publick view the

woith of her people (hewed upon this place, and to this

day talked on and admired by the Spaniards^ who do not

only remember Sir FrancU D^fce, and teach their children

to dread and fear even his name for his attempts upon Cat-

ihagena and all the Coaft about, and efpecially upon Nombre

de Dios, and horn it marching as far as the great Mountain

called St. Pablo towards Panama : but furthermore keep a-

Bve amongft them (and in this my Hiftory it ihall not die )

the name of one of Sir Francis Drake his followers and Cap-

tains named John Oxenham, whofe attempt on this Coaft

wasrefolute and wonderful.

This noble and gallant Gentleman arriving with three-

fcore and ten foldiers in his company as refolute as him-

fell, a little above this Town of Nombre de Dios
% drew a

land his (hip, and covering it with boughs, marched over

the land with his Company guided by Blacfynoors, until he

came to a river, where he cut down wood, made him a

Pinnace» enired the South fea, went to the Ifland of Pearls,

where he lay ten days waiting for a prize, which happily he

got ( though not fo happily after kept itJtfor from that Jfland

he fet upon two Spaaijb (hips, and finding them unable to

fight, he fpeedily made them yield, and intercepted in them

threefcore tboufand pound weight of gold, and two hun-

dred thoufand pound weight in bars or wedges of fílver»

and returned fafely again to the main land. And though

fay reafon of a mutiny made by his own Company he nei-

ther returned to his country, nor to his hidden (hip; yet was

it fuch a ftrange adventure as is not to be forgotten, in that

the like was never by any other attempted, and by the Spa-

nurds is to this day with much admiration recorded.

Much
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Much part of this Cafiella anna as yet is not fubciued

y the Spaniards, and fo donbtkfs a great treafurelieih

id in it for that people and nation whofe thoughts (hall a-

)ire to find it out. In the year 1Ó37. when I chanced

e in Panama returning homewards to my Country, there

ime thither fome twenty Indians, Barbarians, by way of

eace to treat with the Preiident of the Chancery concex-

ing their yielding up themfelves to the government ok

íe King of Spain. But as I was informed afterwards at

]artbagenai nothing was concluded upon, for that the Spa-

iards dare not truitNthofe Indians, whom they have found

) have rebelled often againii them for their hard ufage

nd carriage towards them. Thefe Indians which then I

iw were very proper, tall, and lufty men, and well com-

lexioned > and among them one of as red a hair as any our

ation can lhew> they had bobs ofgold in their ears, and

Dme of them little pieces of gold made like a halfmoon
anging uponi their nether lips, which argues ftore ofthat

reafure to be amongft them. Unto this Country is joyning

Vova Andaluzia, which hath on the North fide CafieVadel

ro, and on the South Fern: The beft Cities in it areiW^
low by the Spaniards called St. Margaret/, and another cal-

ed St. Efpiritu. Nova Granada is fituated on the South fide

)f Cartbagena, and from the abundance and fertility of Gra-

bada in Spain it hath taken its name. The chief Towns
nd Cities in it are fix. Firflfungia, which is fuppofed to

>e direftly under the ¿Equator. The fecond is lochamum*

rhe third, Popaian, the richeft of them all. The fourth,

ha. Fee, or St. faith, an Arch-biihops feat, and a Court of
[uftice and Chancery, governed like Panama and Guatma*
'a, by a 'Preiident and fix Judges, and a Kings Attorney
md two high Juftices of Court » who have fix thoufand
iuckats a year allowed them out of the Kings treafure.

The fifth City is Palma s and the fixth Merida. From Car-
tagena through this Country ofGranada lieth the road way
to Lima in Pern all by land. This Country is very ftrong
by reafon of the fituation of it much amongft ftony rocks,

which compafs and environ it, and through which there

are
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are very narrow paffages. Yet it is full ofpleafant val

leys which do yield much fruit. Corn and Indian Mai;

There are alio in it fome Mines of filver, and many go1

den fanded rivers. Carthagena which is the laft Provine

oíCajiella áurea, hath al fo a very fruitful foil, in th£ whie

groweih a tree, which if any one do touch, he will hard]

efcapea poyfoning.

The chief Cities in it are, firft Chartbagena, which Si

Francis Drake in that year 1585. furprifed, and ( as the Spa

nurds affirm ) burned moft part of it, and befides ineftima

blefums ofniony, took with him from thence 230. pieces

c

Ordnance. I dare fay now it hath not fo many ->yer it is re<

fonably we fortified > though not fo ftrong as Fortahl

it is a fair and gallant Gity and very rich, by realon of th

pearls which are brought to it from Margarita, and th

Kings revenues, which from al! Nova Granada arefent th:

ther. It is a Biihops feat, and hath many rich Churcbu

and Cloifkrs, It is not governed by a Court of Juftice an

Chancery as Su. F$e is, but only by one Governour. It hat

been often moved to the Council of Spain to have fome Ga
leys made to run about thole Seas, and that Carthagena h

the chief harbour of them. From this City received En¡

land the lofs of that little Ifland named Providence by u

and by the Spaniards Sta Catalina, which though bi

little, might have been of a great, nay greater advantage t

our Kingdom, than any other ofour Plantations in Amer>

ca h which the Spaniards well underftood when they fet a

their ftrengíhofCzrt^e^agaioüm but I hope the Lor

hath his time appointed when we (hall advantage our felve

by it again. To this City of Carthagena eometh every yea

alfo tnfmall Frigots moil of the Indigo, Cochineland Suga

which is made in the Country of Guatemala i the Spaniard

thinking it fafer to (hip thefe their goods in little Frigots ap

on the lake oí Granada m Nicaragua, and from thence t

fend them to Carthagena to be (hipped with the Galeón

that come from Portabel with the treafnre pf Peru, than t<

fend them by the (hips of Honduras, which ¡have often beei

a prey unto the Hollanders. Thefe frigots were thought b

it
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ic Spaniards to come too near the reach of Providence, and

herefore it hath been their care and providence to remove

5 from this reach of their frigots. The fccond great

own of this Country of Cartbagena is Abuida. The third

ta. Martha, which isa rich government of Spaniards, and

oth much fear our Englifb and Holland fhips * it is feated

n the river de Abuida, otherwife called St. John and Rio di

Wand. There is alio Venezuela and New Caliz, great, rich

nd ftiong Towns. And thefe three laft regions, Andaluzia

¡ova, Nova Granada, and Cfitthagena, are by the Spaniards

iUed Tierra firme, or firm land, for that they are the ftrength

f Pern from the North, and the bafis of this reverfed Py-

amti.

Thus have I brought thee, Gentle Reader, round about

tmerica, and (hewed thee the Continent of that biggeft

art of the world \ from the which thou may ft obferve

be power and greatncfs of the King of Spain, who hath

,ot under his Scepter and Dominion fo many tfaoufand

niles, which were they reckone4 up, would be found to

>e more than are about all Europe. But not only is Arne-

ica great and fpatious by land, but alfo by fea, glorying in

nore and fome greater Iflands, then any other part of the

vorld. It would but caufe ted ioufnefs, and feem prolixity;

o number them all up, which is a work hard and difficult,

or that many as yet are not known nor inhabited and
vhofe goodnefs and greatnefs is not difcovered v for

he Iflands called Lucaidtf are thought to be four hundred
;t leaft. Therefore I will omit to be over-tedious and
>rolix, and will but briefly (peak of the beft and chiefof
hem, taking them in order from that part of the Con-
tinent, Cartbagena, where even now I left thee. But in
:he firft place calls (upon my pen the Jewel liland called

Margarita, which isfituated in the fea nigh unto Caftella au-
rea> and not far diftant from two other Jilands, named Cu-
bagna and Trinidado. True it is this Ifland of'Margarita is

by fome much flighted for want of corn, grafs, trees and
watery infomuch that it hath been known fometime
that an inhabitant of that liland hath willingly chan-

ged
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ged for a Tun of water a Tun of Wine. But the great a

bundanee of pretious ñones in it maketh amends for thefo

mex wants and defers * for from them is the name of Ma
garita impofed on that Ifland. But efpecially it yielde

ftore of pearls, thoie gems which the Latin writers ca

Vnionesy becaufe mU duo reperiunter indifcreti^ they alwa;

are found to grow in couples. In this Ifland there ai

many rich Merchants, who have thirty, forty, fifty Blac

more llaves only tofifhout of the fea about the rocks the

pearls. Thefe Blackrtioors are much made ofby their M
iters, who muft needs truft them with treafure hidden

;

the waters, and in whofe will it is to pafs by of thofe th<

find, none, tew, or many. They are let down in baske

into the Sea, and fo long continue under the water, urn

by pulling the rope by which they are letdown, thi

make their fign to be taken up. I have heard fome fay th

have thus dealt in pearls, that the chief meat they feed the

BlackmoQts with, is roaft meat, which maketh themkei

their wind and breath longer in the water. From Aft

garita are all the Peails fent to be refined and bored to Ca

thagma^ where isa fair and goodly ftreet ofno other (ho

than of the Pearl-drtffcrs. Commonly in the month

July there is a (hip or two at raoft ready in that Ifland

tarry the Kings revenue, and the Merchants pearls to Cc

ibagena. One of thefe (hips are valued commonly at thre

fcore thoufand, or fourfcore thoufand duckats, and fom

times more h and therefore are reafonable well manned j f

that the Spaniards much fear our Englijh and the Uollai

thips. The year that I was -in Carthagena, which was 16$

a (hip of thefe laden with pearls was chafed by one ofo

Ihips from the Ifland of Providence ( by fome it was thoug

to be our (hip called the Neptune ) which after a little figt

ing had ahnoft brought the poor Spaniard to yield f

pearls, and had certainly carried away that great treafu

( as I was informed in Cartbagena four-days atter the fig

by a SpaMard who was in the (hip of Margarita ) had n

two other ihips of Holland come between to challenge frc

pur Englijh man that prize, alkdgtng their privilege frc
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the mighty States united for all prizes upon thofe feas and
coaft. And whilft our Englifb and Hollander did thus ftrive

for the Pearls, the Spanijb íhip ran on ihore upon a little

[fland, and fpeedily unladed and hid in the woods part of
toe,trcafures,and perceiving the Hollander coming eagerly
n purfuit of it, the Spaniard kt on fire the (hip, and nei-
:her Spaniard^ Englifb, nor Hollander, enjoyed what might
iave been * great and rich prize to England. From Car-
tagena wasfent prefently a man of War to bring home the
pearls hid in the wood, which were not the third part of
vhatwasin the íhip.

Jamaica is another Ifland under the power of the Sfani-
\rds> which is in length 280 miles, and 70 in breadth, which
hough it exceed Margarita in fweet and pkaíant ftreams
ind fountains of water, yet isfarinferiourtoit in riches.
>ome Hides, fome Sugar, and fome Tobacco are the chief
rommodities from thence. There are only two Towns of
lote in it, Oriflana and Sevita \ here are built (hips which
lave proved as well at Sea, as thofe that are made in Spain.
rhis Ifland was once very populous, and now isalmofide-
iitute of Indians •, for the Spaniards have ilain in it more
han ¿0000 i infomuch that women as well here as on
he Continent did kill their children before they had given
hem life, that the iffues of their bodies might not ferve fe
:ruel a nation. But far beyond the two former is the In-

land of Cuba, which is three hundred miles long, and fe-
renty broad, which was firft made known to Europe hf
Zolumbus his fecond navigation. This Ifland is full of Fo-
efts, Lakes, and mountains. The air is very temperate the
oil very fértil, producing brafs ofexad person, and
orne gold though droffie hath formerly been found in it,
ht abounded* alio with Ginger, Caffia, Maflick, Aloes, fome
^innarnon. Cana fiflula, Sarzaparilla, and Sugar, and hath
)t tteihfilh, and fowls great plenty i but efpecially fuch
lore of fea Tortois, and Hogs, that the fliips at their re-
urn to Spain make their chief provifion ofthem. My felf
Janced to take phyfick there, and whereas I thought
hat day I ihowld have a Fowl, 01 labfaet after my Phy-

ficks
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fick working, they brought me a boyled piece of freíh

voune Pork, which when 1 refuted to eat, they affured me u

was thebeft diih the Dfa&ors did ufe to prefcribe upon fueh

days.
,

.
"'

i XT

The chief Cities ofthis ifland are Santiago on the Nor

then thore, built by James de Falafco, a Biihops feat ; anc

fecondly, H<nw»¿, which is alio orithe Northen (hore, anc

is a fate road for (hips, and the ftaple of merchandize, anc

( as the Spam ards call it ) the key of all the mil- India s, t<

lock up or unloek the door or entrance to all America

Heie rkkth the King of Spain sNzvy, and here meet a

the Merchant (hips from feveral ports and Havens ota,

thofe Countries aforenamed, whether from the Iflands, o

from the Continent : in a word, here commonly in tb

month of September h joyned all the treafure, as 1 may ti]

C{ America, all the King of Spans revenues, withasmuc

more of Merchants goods, which the year that I was thei

were thought tobe in all the worth of thirty millions. An

the (hips which that year there did meet to ftrengthe

cne another were 5 3 fai!,and fet out fooner that year tha

any other, upon the id. of September, havu^ that clay

tair wind to waft them homewards through tne Gult <

Bahama. Havana therefore being the'ftorc-houfe of í

America's treafure, it hath been the Spaniards great care i

fortifie that i and truly it is fo throng, that the Spantar,

hold it impoffible to be taken, and doboaft offour imprc:

nablc Forts, to wit, at Antwerp, Millan, Vampelona,wá H

vana. This hath two ftiong Cafile», the one at the pon

or entrance of the Haven toward the Sea v the other mo

within, on the other-tide almoft over agamft if, which t.v

Catites Cthe palTage in the mouth of the haven being

narrow, that one only (hipinbreaft may enter; will ke

and defend the Port from many hundred ial. 1 was c

feif in the great and chki Cattle, and truly found it ve

firong, though by land 1 judge it might be as eahly t

ken, as other ftrong Cafttes here in Europe have been

verpowered by a great and powerful Atmy. it hath m

khdss tiiany othcis, twelve pieces of Ordnance o! bt;

3 exee
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xceeding great, which they call, The twelve Apoftles. But

>r all this itrength of the Havana, it could not once de-

:nd fix or feven millions ( according to the Spaniards own

:count ) which the one part of the Kings Navy brought

om St. John de Vlbua to the fight of this imprégna-

le fort, and protcded with fuch twelve Apoftles. It was

> I take it the year I02p. when that ever renowned Hol-

mder ( whom like unto our Drake the Spaniards to this

ayfearand tremble at, calling him Fie de Palo, that is,

'ooden kg ) waited at the Cape of St. Anthony for the

panijb ftect oí Nova Hifpania, which according to his ex-

nation coming, he manly let upon it
3
faluiing and wel-

)ming the great treafure in it with a full fide of roaring

)rdp?nce s the found was more doleful than joyful and

'elcome to the Spaniards, who thought it fafer ileeping

i a whole skin, than to be unquieted by fighting, and

iih fhe fight of torn and mangled bodies, by Mars his

irious and fiery balls, and fo called a Council of War to

ifolvc what they (houlddo to fave the Kings great treafure

?hich was intruded to them in thofe (hips. The refuk

f the Council was to flie and with fome difcharging ofthei»

)rdnance to defend themfelves , until they could put

lto a river in the Ifland of Cuba, not far from Havana

illed Matanzos. There were in that fleet of Spain many

iallants and Gentlemen, and two Judges of the Ghance-

f
of Mexico, which were that year fent to Madrid as

uilty in the mutiny before mentioned i there was in it of

ly acquaintance a Dominican Fryer, named Fryer Ja-

wttio de Hozes, who had been fent to thofe parts to víííé'

II the Dominican Gloifters of New Spain, and had got of

ribes at leaft eight thoufand duckats ( as I was informed

be year after by a Fryer his companion, whom he fent

rom Havana to Guatemala, to make known to his friends

lis lofc of all that he had got, and to beg a new contri-

utionto help him home ) there was alfa in that fleet Don

úarún de Carih, who was the Inquifitor and Commiffi-

mer to judge the Delinquents in the fore-mentioned mu-

iny of Mexico, who was thought to have got twen-
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ty thoufrnd duckats clear *, befides thefe a Bifhop, and
many rich Merchants, all under the command of VonJuan
de Guzman y Torres, Admiral to all the Fleet. They all

ied for their lives and goods*, but the gallant Hollanders

chafed them. The Spaniards thinking the Hollanders would
not venture up the river after them, put into Metanzos

\

but foon after they had entred, they found the river tqc

lhallow for their heavy and great bellied Galeons, and fc

jun them upon ground-, which done, the better and richei

fort efcaped to land, endeavouring to efcape with whai

wealth they could \ fome got out Cabinets, fome bags

which the Hollanders perceiving came upon them with bul

let meffengers, which foon overtook and ftopt their flyinj

treafures. Some few Cabinets were hid, all the reft be

came that day the gallant Pie de Palo or the wooden lq

Captains prize for the mighty States of Holland. The Fry

er Hozes was got into a boat with his Cabinet under his ha

bit, which had in it nothing but chains of gold, diamonds
pearls and precious flones > and half a dozen Hollander

leapt into the boat after him, and fnatched it from him, a

his own friend and companion related after to us in Guatt

mala. Don Juan de Guzmany lorres the Admiral, when h

came to Spain was imprifoned, loft his wits for a while, an

after was beheaded. Thus in the light of impregnable He
vana and ot íhofe 1 2 brazen Apoftles, was Holland glor:

eus and made rich with a feven million prize.

But before I end this Chapter, I may not forget thechiel

eft of all the Iflands cf this new world, which is call H
fpaniola^ and formerly by fhe natives Hatie^ which lameni

eth the lofs of at leaft three millions of Indians murthere

by her new MaftersofS/>¿w>2. TWsIiland is the biggeft tte

as yet is difcovered in all the world, it is in compafs aboi

1 f00 miles, and enjoyeth a temperate air, a fértil foil, ric

mines \
and trades much in Amber, Sugar, Ginger, Hide

and Wax. It is reported for certain that here in 20 da]

herbs will ripen and roots alfo and be fit to be eatei

which is a ftrong argument of the exad temperature of tr

air. It yieldeth in nothing to Cuba
i
butexcelleth inthrc

thinj
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bings efpecially, firft in the finenfs of the gold, which is

icre more pure and unmixed > fecondly, in the increafe of
he Sugar, one Sugar Cane here filling 20 and ibmetimes

meafurei and thirdly in the goodnefs of the foil for

illage, the corn here yielding an hundred fold. This fer-

ility is thought to becaufed by four great Ptivers, which
irater and enrich all the four quarters of the Ifland 5

II four do fp'ing from one only mountain, which fiandeth

1 the very midft and center of the Country, Juna the

¿nning to the Eaft, Artibinnacus to the Weft, Jacchm to
le North, and Naibw to the South.

This Country is fo repleniihed with Swine and Cattle*

lat they become wild among the Woods, and Mountains,
1» that the (hips that f?il by this Ifland, and want provifi-

1, go here alhore where it is lie tie inhabited, and kill of
attle, wild fwine and boars, till they have made upaplen-
ful proviiion. Much of this Country is not inhabited, by
afon that the Indians are quite confurned* The chief
aces in it ate firft St. Domingo, where there is a Spanifb

relident and Chancery, wich fix Judges and the other of»

:ers belonging to it, and it is the Seat ofan Arch-biiiop,

ho though he enjoy not fo much yearly rent and reve«

ie*as other Arch-bifliops,efpecially they ofMexico and JL*-

1 \ yet he hath an honour above all the reft, for that he is

e Primate ofall the India's, this Ifland having been con-*

lercd before the other parts, and fo bearing antiquity above
em all. There are alfo other rich Towns oftrading, as Sta.
ibella

y
St. íbome,St.John^Maragna,md Porto. And thus hath

y pen run over Sea and Land,Mands and moil oftheCon-
lent that is fubjeit to the Spaniards^ to (hew the^jjjy Rea-
ir, the ftate of America at this time. It is called America be-
tife America Vefpufius firft difcovered it, though after*

irds Columbus gave us the firft light to difcern thefe Coun-
es both by example and dire&ions. Bcfides the faóHons
Dken of before between the Native Spaniardsvand thofe
at come from Spain, there is yet further in moft parts of
but efpecially in Peru, a deadly fadion and mortal ha-
id between the Bifcains and the Spaniards of Gajiile avié

N 2 Eftn*
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Eftremadura, which hath much ihaken the quiet ftate of it,

and threatned it with rebellion and deftru&ioti.

There are in all America four Aich-btihopricks, which are

Sto. Domingo, Mexico Limazná Sta. Fee, and above thir-

ty inferioar Biihops. The politick Adminiftration or Ju-

fliceis chiefly committed to the two Viceroys refiding a

Lima zr\d Mexico, and withfubordination unto them unt(

other Prefidents, Govemours, and high Juftices, callee

Alcaldes Majores* except it be the Preiident ofGuaiemah

and ofSanto Domingo, who are as abfolutc in power as th

Viceroys, and have under them Governours, and häg

]uftices, and are no ways fubordinate to the forme

Viceroys, but only unto the Court and Council (

Spain*

CHAP. XIV.

Shewing my journey from Mexico to Chiaj

Southwardy and rnoft remarkable places in tl

way.

HAving now gone round America with a brief and Í

perticial defcription of it, my defire is to (hew un

my Reader what parts of it I travelled through, and d

abide in, obferving more particularly the ftate, conditic

flrength, and commodities of thofe Countries which

Southwards frota Mexico. It is further my defire, nay t

chief ground of this my Hiftory,that whilQmyCounl

doth here obferve an Englifb man become American,^

veiling many thoufand miles there, as may be noted fr<

St. John de Vlbua to Mexico, and from thence Southwi

to Vanama, and from thence Northward again to Cart

gena, and to Havana, Gods goodnefs may be admired, a

his providence extolled who fuffered not the meaneft a

unworthieft cfall his Creatures toperiili in fuch uhkno 1

Countries j to be fwallowed by Noith and Soutbkfea, wh
(h
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íhípwracks were often feared i to be loft in Wilderneffes

where no tongue could give dire&ionsi to be devoured by

Wolves, Lions, Tigers or Crocodiles, which there fo much
abound '<, to fall from fteepy rocks and mountain?, which

feem to dwell in the aerial Region j and threaten with fear-

ful fpeáhcles of deep and profound precipices, a horrid! and

inevitable death to thofe thit climb up to them •> to be eat-

in up by the greedy Earth which there doth often quake

ind tremble, and hath iometimes opened her mouth to

Iraw in Towns and Cities *, to be ftricken with thofe riery

larts of Heaven and thunderbolts, which in winter feafon

hreaten^the Rocks and Cedars jtobe inchanted by Satans

nftruments, Witches and Sorcerers, who there as on their

iwn ground play their pranks more than in the parts of

>hiiitendom j to be quite blinded with Romi/h Errors and

uperftitions, which have double blinded the purblind hea-

henifti Idolaters > to be wedded to the pleafures and li-

entioufnefs , which do there allure \ to be glutted with

he plenty and dainties of fi(h, fleih, fowls, and fruits, which

lo there entice i to be puffed up with the fpirit ofpride and
>owerful command and authority over the poor Indians*

vhich doth there provoke > to be tied with the Cords of va-

lity and ambition, which there are firong > and finally to

ie glewed in heart and affedion, to the drofs ofgold, filver,

>ejrls and Jewels, whofe plenty there both bind, blind, cap-'

ivate and enilave the foul. O I fay, let the Lords great

oodnefs and wonderful providence be obferved, who faf-

fed not an Englijb flranger in all thefe dangers to mifcar-

y, but was a guide unto him there in all his travels, difco*

ered unto him as to the fpies in Ca^aan^ and zs to Jo-
tpbinEgypt the provifion, wealth and riches of that world,

nd fafely guided him back, to relate to England the truth

»f what no other Englijb eye did ever yet behold. From
he month of Oftober until February I did abide with my
riends, and companions, the Fryers under command of
?ryer Calva in that houfe ofrecreation called St» Jacintbo^

nd from thence enjoyed the fight of all the Towns and of

yhac elfe was worth the feeing about Mexico, But the

N 2 time

""
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time I was there, I was careful to inform my itelf of thi

ftate of Philippine whither my firft purpofes had drawi
me from Spain,. If was my fortune to light upon a Fryc
and an accquaintance of fome of my friends, who was tha
year r>ewly come from Manila whither I was going, wh
wifhed me and fome othei of my friends as we tendred ou
fouls and good, never to go to thofe parts, which were bu
fnares and trap doors to let down to hell, where occafi

ons and temptations to fin were daily many in numbei
mighty in ftrength, and to get out o(thtm, labor& opu.

hard and difficult. And that himfelf, had not he by ikalt
gotten away (and that to fave his foul ) certainly he ha
never come from thence •, who had often upon his knee
begged leave of his fuperiours to return to Spun, an
could not obtain it. Many particulars we could not ge

from him, nor the reafons of his coming away i Only h
would often fay, that the Fryers that live there are devil

in private and in thofe retired places where they live a

mong the Indians to infirud and teach them, and yet i

publick before their fuperiours and the reft ofthe Fryers the
muft appear Saints, they muft put on the cloak of hype
cufie to cover their inward devililhneis, they muft be cloa

íhed wi(h íheeps skins though within they be lupi rapact
ravenous Wolves, ravening after their neighbours Wive
and ravening after their neighbours wealth ', and yet wit
all this unpreparednefs, with this outward, feeming an
frothy fandity, and inward helliihnefs and deeproote
worldlinefs and covetoufnefs, when the Superiours com
mand and pleafe to fend them, they muft go in a difgui
fed manner to Japan or China to convert to Chriftianit
thefe people though with peril and danger of thei
lives. Many fuch like difcourfes we got out of this Fry
er, and th|t if we went to live there, we muft be fubjeá
to the penalties of many Excommunicatiocs for trivi
al toys and trifles, which the Superiours do lay upo?
the Confidences oí their poor Subjeds, who may as foor
itrive againft the common courfe of nature not to fei

wirh thcijr eyes, nor hear with their ears, nor (peak witf

then



Chap: XIV. of the Weft-Indies; 185
heir tongues, as to obferve all thofe things which againft
enfe, reafon and nature with grievous cenfures and Ex-
ommunications are charged and fanned upon them
ic told us further ofTome Fryers that had defpaired under
iiofe rigorous courfes, and hanged themfelves, not being
ble to bear the burden ofan affli&ed and tormented Gon-
:ieitcc > and of others that had been hanged, fome for
nurthering of their rigid and cruel Superiours •, and fome
hat had been found in the morning hanging with their
ueans at the Cloifter gates, having been found toi-
ler in the night, and fo murthered and hanged up'ci-
ier by the true Husband, or by fome other who bare af-
¿Hon to the Woman. Thefe things feemed to us ve-
f ftrange, and we perceived that all was not gold that
liftered, nor true zeal of our fouls that carried fo ma-
lí
from Spain to thofe parts i or if in fome there were at

rft a better and truer zeal than in others, when they
ime to' Philippine and among thofe ftrong temptations,
x found that their zeal was foon quenched. This rea-
m moved me and three more of my friends to relent in
ar purpofes of leaving America, and going any fur-
ler, for we had learned that maxim, Qui amat pericu-
tm.peribit in iUo\zná qui tangit picem, inquinabitut ab ea\
e that ioveth the danger, (hall fall and periihin it * and
e that toucherh pitch íhall be fmeared by it. Where-
re wc communed privately with our felves, what courfe
e might take, how we might that year return beak to
hot, or where we might abide, if we returned not to
Uin. For we knew, it our Superiour Calvo (hould under-
mdofour purpofes to go no further, he would lay up-
1 us an Excommunication to follow him, nay, and that
I would fecure us in a Cloifter priibn till the day and
me of our departure from Mexico. Our refolutions
e made a fecret of our hearts *, yet could not I but
ipart it to one more fpecial and intimate friend of
me, who was an Irifh Fryer, named Thomas de Leon,
hom I perceived a little troubled with io long a jour*
:y $s was $t hündj and found often wiihlng he had never

M 4 como
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Come from Spain and as foon as I had acquainted^ him

with what i meant to do, he rejoyced and prornifed to

ftay with me, The time was ihort which wehadtodif-

pofeofourfelvessbutinthattime we addreffed our fdv.es

toiomt Mexican Fryers, and made known unto them, that

¡f our Superiour Calvo would give us leave, we would

willingly fiay at Mexico or in any Gloifter thereabouts,, un-

til we could better fit our fdves to return to Spain again.

But they being natives and born in that Country discove-

red prefently unto. us that inveterate fpight and hatred

which they bate to fuch as came from Spain
}

they told us

plainly that they and true Spaniards born did never agree,

and that they knew their Superiors would be unwilling to

admit of us > yet furthermore they informed us that thej

thought we might be entertained in the Province oí Gmx*

aca-, where half the Fryers were of Spain and half Criolians

and Natives i but in cafe we ihould not fpeed there, thej

would warrant üs we ihould be welcome to the Provina

of Guatemala, where almoft all the Fryers were oí Spain

and did keep under fuch as were Natives born in thai

Country. It did a Utile, trouble us to confider that Guatema-

la was three hundred leagues off, and that we were igno-

rant of the Mexican tongue, and unprovided of mony anci

Jhorfes for fo long a journey. But yet we confidered Phi

lippinas to be further, and no hopes there ofreturning eve

again toChrifkndoirr, wherefore we refolved to rely upoi

Gods providence only, and to venture a three hundrt.i

leagues' journey with what fmall means we had, andto fe

what Books and fmall trifles we had, to make as much mo

ny Vs might buy each of us a horfe. But while we wcr

thus preparing our ielves fecretly for Guatemala we wer

affrighted and difheartened with what in the like cafe |

ours happened. A Fryer ofour company named Fryc

Teter Borraj without acquainting us or any other cf hi

friends wich what he -intended, made a fecret efcape fron

us, and fas after we were informed J took his way alone t

Gmtmala. This io incenfed our Superiour Catyo, tha

afta great fearch and enquiry after him, he betook hlmfe
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:o the Viceroy, begging his affiftauce and Proclamation in

hepublick Market-place, for the better finding out his loft

heep,and alledging that none ought to hide, or privity to

íarbour any Fryer that had been fent from Spain to Philip-

nnas to preach there the Gofpel,for that the forefaid Fry-

ers were lent by the King of Spain, whcfe bread they had

:at, and at whofe charges they had bedn brought from Spain

:o Mexico, andaf the fame Kings charges ought to be car-

ried from Mexico to Pbilippinas\ and therefore if any Fry-

:mow in the half way iliould recant of his purpofe of go-

.ng to PW%i»«", and (hould by flight efcape from his Su-

^eiiour and the reftof his company, the fame oaght to be

¡>uni(hed as guilty of defrauding the Kings charges. This

reafon oí Calvo being a pdlitick and State reafon, prevail

>d fofar with the Viceroy^that immediately he comman-

ded a Proclamation to be made againft whofoever (hould

know of the faid Peter Borrallo and (hould not produce

him to his Highnefs, or would harbour him or any other

Fryer belonging to Philippmas from that time forward un-

til the (hips were departed from Acapulco > and that who-

foever (hould trefpafs againft this Proclamation, (hould fuf-

fer imprifonment at his Highnefs his wili and pleafure, and

the penalty of five hundred duckats to be paid in at the

Kings Exchequer. With this Proclamation Calvo began

to infult over us, and to tell us, we were the Kings flaves

under his condud, and that if any of us durit leave him

( for he was jealous of moft of usJ he doubted not but with

the Viceroy his affiftance and Proclamation he (hould find

both us and Peter Borrallo out to our further ihame and con-

fufion. This did very much trouble us, and made my I~

rijh friend Thomas de Leon his heart to faint, and his cou-

rage to relent, and utterly to renounce before me his for-

mer purpofe of flaying and hiding himidf*5 yet he pro-

tefted to me, if I was ftill of the iame mind, he would
not difcover me ^ but feeing his weaknefs, I duyft not

truft him, but made as if I were of his mind- Thus I

betook my felf to the other three of my friends ( of

whpm one was Antonk Mdendez that had/fceen the

firi
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firft caufe of my coming from Spain ) whom I foun^
much troubled, doubtful and wavering what courfe to

take»

They confidered if we (hould flie, what a fhame it would
be to us tobe taken and brought back to Mexico aspri-

foners, and forcedly againft our wills to be (hipped to Phi-

UppinaSy they conlidered further if they went, what a ila-

¥i(h and uncomfortable life they (hould live in Philippine

\

without any hopes of ever returning again to Chriflendom >

yet further they looked upon the Viceroy his Proclamation,

snd thought it hard to break through the oppofition and

authority of fo great a man * and laftly, in the Procla-

mation they beheld the eftimation that Calvo had ofthem,

as of Haves and fugitives to be cryed in a publick Mar-
ket- place. But after all theíé ferious thoughts our only

comfort was that Peter Borallo was fafely efcaped, and ( as

we were informed ) had baen met far from Mexico tra-

velling alone towards Guatemala. And we thought, why
might not we efcape as well as he ? Then I told them

that my rtfolution was to ftay, though alone I returned

cither to 'Spaifa or took my journey to Guatemala i the reft

were glad to fee me refolute, and gave their hands that they

would venture as much as I (hould. Then we fet upon the

time when we (hould take our tíight, and agreed that every

one ihould have a Horfe in readinefs in Mexico y
and that

the night before the reft of our company (hould depart

torn Mexico towards Acapulco to take (hipping, we ihould

by two and two in the evening leave Si. Jacintbo, and

intxt in Mexico where our Horfes flood, and from thence

let out and travel all that night, continuing our journey fo

the .tirft tweor three nights and retting in the day time,

until we were fome twenty or thirty leagues from Mexico.

For we thought the next morning Calv» awaking and mif-

fing us would not ftop the joutney of the reft ofhis com-

pany for our fake tofearch and inquire after us i or if he

¿id, it would be but for one day or two at the moft, till he

bad inquired for us in Mexico, or a days journey in fome of

the comn.\on or beaten roads of Mexico^ where w£ would be

fare^
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ure he (hould not hear of us > for we alio agreed to travel

»ut of any common or know road for the firft two or three

ights. This refolution was by us as well performed and
arried on, as it had been argreed upon, though fome had
een fearful that a counfel betwixt four could never be kept
^cret, nor fuch a long journey as of 900 miles be compaffed
mh fuch fmall means of mony as was amongft us, for the

maintenance of our felves and Horfes •, for after our Horfes
vere bought, we made a common purfe, and appointed one
o be the purfe bearer, and found that amongft us, all there

/ere but 20 duckats, which in that rich and plentiful coun-
ry was not much more than here 20 Engli(h (hillings,

/hich feemed to us but as a morning dew, which would
)on be fpent in provender only for our Horfes *, yet we re-

eved to go on, relying more upon the providence of God,
ban upon any earthly means > and indeed this proved to
s a far better fupport than all thedrofs of gold and fi!ver

ould have done > and we reckoned that after we had tra-

elled 40 leagues from Mexico, and entred without fear

tto the road, we had for our 20 duckats neer 40 now in

ur common purfe. The reafon was, for that mofi com-
monly we went either to Fkyers Cloifters who knew us
iot, or to rich farms of Spaniards who thought nothing
00 good for us, and would not only entertain us ftately,

iut at our departure would give us mony for one or two
ays journey. All our fear was to get fafely out of Mexico*
or we had been informed that Calvo had obtained from
be Viceroy officers to watch in the chiefeft roads both day
nd night till he had departed with his Train of Fryers

Acapulco.

And for all the Viceroy his Proclamation we got a true
nd trufty friend, who offered to guide us out of Mexico by
uch a way as we needed not to fear any would watch
or us. So with our friend and a map about us to guide us
iter he had left us, in the morning we cheerfully fet out of
Mexico about ten of the clock at night, about the middle of
February and meeting no body about Guadalupe which was
he way we went out ( though the contra jy way to Guate-

mala^
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témala, which on purpofe we followed for fear the true

way ihould be befet ) we comfortably travelled all that night,

till in the morning we came to a little Town of Indians,

where we began to fpendof our fmall flock, calling upon

the Indians for a Turkey and Capon to break our faftwith

our fnend and guide before he returned to Mexico. Break-

faft being ended we "took our leave ofhim, and went to

reft, that we might be more able to perform the next

nights journey, which was to crcfs the Country towards

Alifco, which is in a valley of twenty miles about at leaft,

and doth give it the name of the valley of Jtlixco, and is

a valley much mentioned in all thofe parts, for the ex-

ceeding great plenty of Wheat that is there reaped every

year, and is the chief iuftenance and reliefof Mexico and

all the Towns about. In this valley are many rich Towns

of Spaniards and Indians h but we (hqntied to enter into

them, and went from farm to farm oat of the high-ways,

where we found good entertainment of thofe rich Farmers

and Yeomen, who bare fuch refpeót unto the Prieft, that

truly they thought themielves happy with our company.

Here we began to (hake off all fear, and would no more

like Bats and Owls flie in the right, but that we might

with more plea'fure enjoy the profped of that valley, and of

the reft of che Country we travelled by day ••> yet ftill crof-

fing the Country, we went from thence towards another

valley called the valley of St. Pablo, Pauls valley, which

though it be not as big as the valley of Ätlifco%
yet is held

to be a richer valley j for here they enjoy a double harveft

ofWheat ever year. The firft feed they fow is watered,

and grows with the common feafon rain*, and the fecond

feed which they fow in Summer as foon as their firft har-

veil is in, when the feafon of rain is paft, they water with

many Springs which fall into that valley from the Moun-

tains which round befet it, and let in the water among

their wheat at their pleafure, and take it away when they

íee fit. Here live Yeomen upon nothing but tbdr farms,

who are judged to be worth fome twenty thoufand, fome

thirty thoufand,fome forty thoufand duckats, In this val-

ley
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ey we chanced to light upon one far** where the Yeoman

was country man to my friend Antonio Mdtndtz, born in

Segovia \n Spain, who for his (ake kept us three days and

nights with him» His table was as well furnithed as the

[able of a Knight might be, his fide board full offilver

bowls and cups, and plates inftead of trenchers s he fpared

no dainties which might welcome us to his table, no per-

fumes which might delight us in our chambers, no mufick

( which his daughters were brought up to) which might

with more pleafure help to pafs away the time. To him

Antonh Mdendez made known our journey towards Gua~

témala y and from him we received d iregions which way

to fleer our courfe until we might be throughly freed from

fear and danger: here we began to fee the great providence

of God, who had brought us being ftrangers to fuch a

friends houfe, who not only welcomed us to him
5
but

when we departed gave us a guide for a whole day, and

beftowed upon us twenty duckats to help bear our char-

ges- From this valley we wheeled about to Tafeo, a Town
of fome five hundred Inhabitants which enjoyeth great

commerce with the Country about by reafon of the great

ftore ofCotton-wool which is there. And here we were

very well entertained by a Frant ifcan Fiyer, who being of

Spain made the more of us, knowing we came from thence.

Here we got into the Road of Guaxaca, and went to

Cbautla^ which alfo aboundeth with Cotton-wool, but in

it we found no entertainment but what our own purfes

would afford us. Next to this place is a great Town cal-

led ZumpangO) which doth confitf of ai leail eight hundred

Inhabitants, many of them very rich both Indians and
Spaniards. Their commodities are chiefly Cotton-wool,

and Sugar, and Cochinel. But beyond this Town are the

Mountains called laMefteca, which abound with many rich

and great Towns, and do trade with the beft filk that is in

all that Country. Here is alfo great (lore ofWax and Ho-
ny * and Indians live there who traffique to Mexico^ and ä*

bout the Country wuh twenty or thirty mules oftheir own,
chopping and changing, buying and klling commodities,

and

-
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and fomeof them are thought to be worth ten, or twelve
or fifteen thoufand duckats, which is much for an India*
to get among the Spaniards, who think all the riches oi

America little enough for themfelves. From thefe Moun-
tains of Mfrfteca to Guaxaca we faw little obfervable, only
Towns oftwo or three hundred inhabitants h rich Church-
es, well built, and better furniihed within with lamps,
cand lefticks, crowns of filver for the feveral ftatucs oi

Saints b and all the way we did obferve a very fruitful foil

for both Indian and Spanifh Wheat, much Sugar, much
Cotton-wool, Hony, and here and there fome Cochinef,
and of Plantins, and other fweet and lufcious fruit great

flore > but above all great abundance of Cattle, whoft
Hides are one of the greateft commodities that fromthofc
|>arts are fent to Spain. Some reported that about Mi-
fleca formerly much gold had been found, and the Indians

were wont to ufe it much, though now they will not be

known of any, left the greedinefs of the Spaniards bring

them to mifeiy and deftru&ion, as it hath their neigh-

bours about them, Alfo it is reported for certain that there

are Mines of filver, though as yet the Spaniards have not
found them.

There arc many Mines of Iron which the Spaniards will

not bufie themfelves in digging, becaufe they have it cheap-

er from Spain ; from hence we came to the City of Guax-
aca, which is a Biihops Seat, though not very big, yet a

fair and beautiful Cty to behold. It ftandeth threefcore

leagues from Mexico in a pleafant valley, from whence
Cortez was named Marquefs del Valle, the Marquéis ofthe

Valley. This City, as all the reft of America, ( except the

Sea Towns) lyeth open without Walls,Bulworks,Forts,Tow-

ers, or any Caftle, Ordnance or Ammunition to defend it.

It may confift of at the molt two thoufand Inhabitants, and
are governed by a Spanifh high Juftice called Alcaldo

Major) whofe power reacheth over all the Valley, and

beyond it as far as Nixapa, and almoft to Tecoantepeque ,

a Sea Town upon Mar del Zur* The Valley is of at leáít

fifteen miles in length, and ten in breadth, where iruA-

\ netb
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ne'h in the midft a goodly River yielding great ftore of fifli.

The Valley is full of Sheep and other Cattel, which yield
much Wool to the Clothiers of the City of Angus,, ftore
of Hides to the Merchants of Spain, and great provifiora
offleih to the City of Gmxaca, and to all the Towns about,
which are exceeding rich, and do maintain many Cloifters
of Fryers, and Churches with irately furniture belonging
unto them. But what doth make the Valley of Guaxaca
to be mentioned far and near, are the good horfes which
are bred in it, and efteemed to be the beft of all the Coun-
try. In this Valley alio are fome farms of Sugar, and
great llore of fruits, which two forts meeting together
have cryed up the City of Guaxaca for the beft Gon-
lerves and Preserves that are made in America. In the
City there are fome fix Cloifters ofNuns and Fryers, all of
them exceeding rich > but above ail is the Cloifter of the
Dominican Fryers, whoTe 'Church treafurc is worth two
)r three millions

; and the building of it the faheft and
irongeft in all thofe parts, the Walls are of flone fo
iroad, that a part of them being upon hniihing wh<=n I
was there, I faw Carts go upon them, with ftone and o-
•her materials. Here are alfo two Cloifters of Nuns, which
»re talked offar and near, not for their religious prasäifcs
jut for their skill in making two drinks which are ufed'
n thofe parts, the one called Chocolatte ( whereof I (hail
peak hereafter).and the other AtoUe, which is like urto
mi Almond Milk, but much thicker, and is made of
:he juyce of the .young Maiz or Indian Wheat, which
:hey fo confedion with fpices, musk, and Sugar, that
¡t is not only admirable in the iweetnefs ofthe fmelj but
much more nouriihing and comforting to the ftomach.
rhis is not a commodity that can be tranfported from
thence, but is to be drunk there where it is made. But the
>tner,C^»e,ismadeupinBoxes,and fent not only toMom and the parts thereabouts, but much of it is «earl

v

tranfported into Spain. This City of Guaxaca is the richer

L/r ^kfoy theY eW for the carriage ofheir Commodities to and from the Port of St. John de
Vl}ma
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T//¿*j by the great River Alvarado which runneth not far

from in and although the Barks come not to the City of

Guaxaca, yet they come op to the Zapotecos, and to St.

lldefhnfb, which is nof far from Gmxaca. And the care-

lefnefs of the Spaniards here is to be wondred at, that all

along this River which runneth up into the heart of their

Country, they have built as yet no Cafiles, Towers, or

Watch-houfes, or planted any Ordnance, trufting only in

this, that great (hips cannot come up, as if Frigots or fmal-

ler Barks, fachas they themfelves ufe, may not be made to

annoy them. But ofGnakaea I (ball fay no more, but con-

clude that it is of fa temperate an air, fo abounding in fruits,

and all piovifion requinte for mans Ufe, fo commodioufly

¿¡mated between che North and South Sea, having on the

North tide St. John deVlhua, and on the South Tecoante-

teque a (mall and unfortified harbour, that no place I fo

much defircd to live in whim I was in thofe pares as m
Guaxacs, which certainly I had attempted as 1 travelled by

it, had 1 not underttood that the Criolian or Native Fryers

were many and as deadly enemies unto thofe that came from

Spain as were the Mexicans. And this their fpight and

malice they (hewed whilit we were there, to anantient

and grave' old Fryer Mailer in Divinity, who living had

been for learning the Oracle of thofe parts. This old man

died when I was there, and becaufe when he lived they

could pick no hole in his Coat, being dead they fearched

his chamber, and finding in a Coftr fome monies which

he had not made known to his Supeiiour when living

(which they would reduce to a fin againd hisprotefled

poverty, called Propriety, and fabjeä to the cenfure of Ex-

communication ) they reported that he had died excom-

municated, and might not enjoy their Chriflian burial in

the Church or Ctoiiter, and fo ignomimoufly buried then

old Divine, and with him hi; Credit and reputation in i

ferave made in one of their Gardens. A thing much talk-

cd on as fcandalous to all the City and Country, which thej

ialved with faying he was excommunicated v but the trutt

was, he was of Sfain, and therefore at his death the)
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rould íhew their (plight unto him. For certainly they could

ot doit for the (in of Propriety, which by him had been

)rnmittedinhislife*, and to them all may be well faid

'hat our Saviour laid to the Jews bringing to him a wo-

ian found in adulter^ to be ftoned, Wbofoever of you U

ithout /!>*, let him caji the firfi Stone •> for all of them,

sa, even the beft Friers that live in America^ are fome

'ay or other, much or lefs guilty of the tin of Propri-

y which they profefs and vow againft. With this which

e faw with our eyes, befides what with our ears we had

rard of difcords and faótions amongft them, we thought

uaxica was no place for üs to live in í fo after three

lys we made haft out of it, and departed towards Cbi-

ia, which lyeth three hundred miles from thence. And
>rour comfort in our further travelling, we were infor-

>ed in Guaxaca, that in rood Towns of the Road through

lat Country, the Indians had an order from the high

uftice to give unto Friers travelling that way either horfes

) ride on, or to carry their carriages and provifion of

iod freely without mony, if «hey had none, fo that at

leir departure they íhould write it down in the Town*

5ok what they had ipent, not abiding above four and

venty hours in the Towns which expences oftravellers,

ie Indians afterwards at the years end of their ordinary

uftice and Officers were to give an account of with car-

ding their Town-book unto the Spanifh Juflice to whom
icy belonged, and by fo doing tbefe expences wereal-

>wed ofto be difcharged by the common Town-Purfe or

"reafure, for the which a common plat of giound was al-

>tted to be yearly fown with Wheat or Mate. With

lis charitable relief and help of the Towns we conceiv-

d better of the reft of our long journey, and hoped

ocompafsit with more eafe. And fo joyfully we went

n, and the hrft place where we made tryal of this or»

er was at a great Town called Antiqma%
where we

reely called for our fowls, and what other provifion we
aw in the Town, fed heartily on them, and the next day

?hen we were to pay and to depart^ we called for the

O ;
Town-
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Town-book, fubfcribed our hands to what we had fpen

our felvesand horfes, and went our way, praifing the dii

cretion of the Juilkes of that Country, who had fetled ;

courfe fo eafie and comfortabe for us, efpecially who ha<

but (hallow purfes for our long journey. Yet we foun

In fome frnall Towns that the Indians were unwilling, an

( as they alledged ) unable to extend this Charity to us, b<

ipg four in company, and bringing with us the charg

likewife of four horfes, which made us fometimes mai

the longer journey that we might reach unto fome gres

and rich Town. The next to Antiquera in that Road
Nixapa9

which is of at lean eight hundred Inhabitant

Spaniards and Indians, f\and ing upon the fide of a Rive

which we were informed was an arm of the great Rivi

Jlvarado. In this Town is a very rich Cloifter of Dom
nican Friers, where we were well entertained » and in

there is a piÄure of our Lady, which fuperftitioufly thi

fancy to have wrought miracles, and is made a pilgrimaj

from far and near, and confequently hath great riches ar

lamps belonging unto if. This is counted absolutely 01

ofthe wealthieft places oí all the Country of Guaxaea* Í

here is made much índigo, Sugar, Cochinil > and here gro

many trees of Cacaco, and Achiotte^ whereof h made tl

Chocolatte^ and is a commodity of much trading in the

parts, though our Englifh and Hollanders make little of

when they take a prize of it at Sea» as not knowing the Í

cret virtue and quality of it for the good of the fiomac

From hence we went to Aguatulco and Capalita, al

great Towns flanding upon a plain Country full of She<

and Caite!, abounding ^vith excellent fruits, efpecial

Fines and Sandias, which are as big as Pumpions, and

waterifti that they even melt like fnow in the mouth, ai

cool the heat which there is great, by reafon it is alo

and marih- kind of ground, lying near she South-Sea. Tl

next chief Town and moft conliderable after Capalita

lecoantepeqtte\ this is a Sea Town upon Mar delZur^i

a harbour for fmall veffels, fuch as Trade from thofe pai

to Acapnho and MfttftfS and to Realejo and Cuaterna

an
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nd fometimes to Panama. Here upon fome occafions Ships

yhich come from Pern to Acapulco do call in. It is a Port

10 farther fafe, than that no EngHJh or Holland Ships do
ome thereabouts, which if they did, they would there find

o refinance, but from thence would find an cpsn and eafie

Load over aH the Country. Upon all this South-S^a fide

rom Acapulco to Panama, which is above two thoufand

iiilesby land there is no open harbour, but this for Guax-
coj and La Trinidad for Guatemala, and Realejo for M-
tragua^ and Golfo de Salinas for fmall vcflels in Gofta Jüsa¡

nd all thefe unprovided of Ordnance and Ammunition, all

pen doors to let in any Nation that would take the pains

) furround the World to get a treafure. This Port of
'ecoantepeqne is the chief for fiihing in all that Country ^

re met here in the ways fometimes with fifty, fometimes

•ith a hundred mules together laden with nothing but fait-

(hfor Guaxaca, the City of Angels and Mexico. There are

)me very rich Merchants dwell in it, who trade with

lexico^ Per^ and Philippinas, fending their fmall veflels

ut from Port to Port, which come home richly laden with

íe Commodities of all the Southern or Eaftern parts,

rom hence to Guatemala there is a plain Road along the

ioaft of the South- fea, palling through the Provinces of So-

nuzcQ and Smbutepeque ¿,but we aiming at Chiapa took

ur journey over the high Rocks and Mountains called

edenes, travelling firft from tecmntepeqm to Ejhpeque^

id from thence through a defert of two days journey,

here we were fain to lodge one night by a fpring of wá-

:r upon the bare ground in open wide fields, where nei-

ler town nor Houfe is to be feen *, yet thatcht lodges are

urpofely made for travellers. This plain lyeth foopen to

íe Sea, that the wind from thence blows fo flrongly and
iolently that travellers are fcarceable to fit their horfes

id mules*, which is the reafon no people inhabit there,

xaufe the winds tear their hcufes, and the leaft fire that

íere breaks out doth a great deal of mifchief. This Plain

n is full of Gattel, and Horfes, and Mates, ibme wild,

)me tame, and through this windy Champaign Goun-
O i tfy

-
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try with much ado we travelled *-> though my felf thougl

1 ihould even there end my day?, forthefecond day beir

to reach to a Town, and my three friends riding befoi

thinking that I followed them, evening now drawing (

they made more haft to find the Town. But in the mes

while my horfe rcfufed to go any further, threatning

lie down if I pul him to more than he was able. I kne

the Town could not be far, and fo 1 lighted, thinking

walk and lead my horfe,. who alforetufed tobe led, ai

fo fay down. With this a troop of thoughts, befet me, ai

to none I could give a flat anfwer. I thought if'Ifhoi

go on foot to find our the Town and my company, a

feave my Horfe there fadd led, I. might bothlofemyl

and my horfe and faddle;and it 1 fh.quld find the Toi

and come in the morning for my Borfe, the plain v

fo wide and fo fpacious, that 1 might feek long enough, a

neither find him, nor know the place where I left hi

for there was nothing near to .mark the place, nor wh

to hide the faddle, neither hedge, tree, flirub, withii

mile on any fide. Wherefoie I confldcred. my be ft cot

would be to take up my lodging in the wide and open v

dernefs with ray horfe, and to watch him left he iho

wander and firay away, until the morning or until

friends might fend from the Town to fee what was

come of me* which they did not that night, thinkii

had taken my way to another Town not far from thei

whither they fent in the morning to enquire for

j

Hooked about therefore for a commodious place to

in, but found no choife of lodgings every where Ifoi

a bed ready forme, which was the bare ground, a bol

only or pillow I wanted for my head, and feeing no b

did kindly offer it (elf fo eafe a lo'ti ftranger, and pilgi

1 unfaddlcd my weary Jade, and with my {addle fitted

head inikad of a pillow. Thus without a fúpper I «

to bed in my Mothers own bofom, not a little comí

ed to fee my tired horfe pluck up his fpirits, and n
much of his Hipper, which there was ready for bin

ihoft, dry and withered' grafs," upon which he fed wii

gre
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reedy and hungry ftomach, promífing me by his feeding

iat the next day he would perform a journey of at leait

lirty or forty miles. The p;;or beaft fed apace, my
reful eye watched him for at kaftan hour, when upon

fudden 1 heard fuchan hideous noife of howling, bark-

g and crying, as ifa whole Army of dogs were come in-

the Wildernefs, and howled for want of a prey of fornc

:ad horfcor mule. Ac firft the noife feemed tobe a pret-

way offfrom me, but the more,! hearkned unco it, the

gher it came unto me, atid I dblcrved it was not of

>gs by forne intermixt fbriekings as of Chrifiians, which

)erceived in if. Anobfervation too fad for a lone man
ithout any help or comfort in a Wildernefs, which made

y hair to ftand upright, my heart to pant, my body to be

vered with a fearful fweat as of death. I expecäed no-

ing elfe, not knowing from whence the noife proceed-

i fometimes f thought of Witches, fometimes of de-

ls, fometimes of Indians turned into the iliape ofbeafts,

which amongir fome hath been ufed ) fometimes of wild

d favage beafts, and from all thefe thoughts I promifed

y (elfnothingbut fure death, for the which I prepared

y fclfrecommending my foul to the Lord, whilft I exT

¿hd my body ftiould be a prey to cruel and mordías
afts 5 or fome inflruments of that roaring Lyon who in

: Apoftlegoeth about feeking whom he may devour, Í

ought I could not any ways prevail by flying or run-

ng away, but rather might that way run my fclf into the

jvs of death ; to hide there was no place, to lie ftiil I

ought was fifeft, for if they were wild beafts, they

ight follow «heir courfe another way from me, and io

might efcape. Which truly proved my fafeft courie,

r while I lay fweating and panting, judging every cry,

ery howling and fhrieking as an alarm to my death,

ing in this agony and fearful conflict till about mid-
ght, on a fudden the noice ceafed, ileep ( though but
i fhadow of death ) feised upon my wearied body*
d forfook me not, till the mornings glorious lamp (hi-

ig before my flumbering eyes and driving away deaths

O 3 fhadow
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(hadow greeted me with life and fafety. When I awaked,

my foul did magnifie the Lord for my deliverance from

that eights danger, I looked about and faw my horfe alio

near the place where Í had left him h I fadled him prefent-

jy with defire to leave that wildernefs and to find out my

company, and to impart unto them what that night had

happened unto me > I had not rid above a mile, when I

came to a brook of water, where were two ways, the one

ftraight forward along the defert, where I could difcover

no Town, nor houfes, nor trees in a profped of five or

fix miles at kail » the other way was on the left hand, and

that way, feme two or three miles off I faw a wood of

trees, Imagined there might be the Town i I followed

that way, and within a quarter ofa mile my hosfe began

>: to complain of his poor Provender the night before, and

*o flight me for it => S was fain to light and lead him \ and

thus again difcouraged with my horfe, and difcomforted

for the uncertainty of my way> looking about i fpied a

thatcht houie on the one fide of the way, and one on horfe-

back, who came riding to me» it was an Indian belong

in* to chat houie which was the farm of a rich Indian^ aw

Governour of the next Town, of whom I asked how fa

it was to the Town of Eftepequej he (hewed me the trees

and told me that a little beyond them it ftood, and that

ihould not fee it until I came unto it. With this I gc

UP aga *n anc* *Purr^ my Men jade, until I reached un

to the trees, where he was at a itand and would go no fui

ther. Then I unfaddkd him, and hid my faddle under fom

low fhrubs, and leaving my horfe ( whom I feared not tha

any would ileal him ) 5 walked unto the Town which wa

not above half a mile from thence, where 1 found my thre

friends were waiting-for me, and grieved for thelofsc

rae, had fent to another Town to enquire forme v it wa

the leaft thought they had that I had been a lodger in th

clefart. When I related unto them and to the Indians tl:

noife and howling th^t I had heard, the Indians anfwerc

mé that that was common mufick to themalraoft ever

, night, and that they were Wolves and Tygers which the

•
" •

"
•V feare
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-ared not, but did often meet them, and with a flick or

oliowing did fcare them away, and that they were only

ivenous for their Fowls, Colts, Galves or Kids. After a

ttle difcourfe I returned with an Indian to feek my horfe

nd faddle, and in that Town I fold my wearied Mexican

eaft, and hired another to Ecmpeque, whither we went

II four friends again in company. Where note that in this

lain and champaign Country of lecoameptque are five

ich and pleafant Towns full offruits and provifion of vi-

rual, all ending in Tepequ^ to wit, Tecoantepeque, Bftepeque,

'catepeque, Sanatepeqm^ and Tapanatepeqw, Now from E-

itepequevtc could difcover the high mountains of Ghtdenes^

'hich were the fubjed of moít of our difoourie to Sam*

peque, and from thence to T&panatepeque. For we had

*en informed by Spaniards and Travellers in the way, that

ley were the moii dangerous Mountains to» travel oyer

tat were in all thofe parts \ and that there were on the

>p ofthem fome paffages fo narrow, and fo high, and fo

pen to the boifterous winds that came from the South-

a, which feemed to lie at the very bottom of them > and

n each-Gde of thefe narrow paffages fuch deep precipices

-nongft rocks, that many times it had happened that the

ind blowing furiouily had caft down Mules laden with

eavy carriages down the rocks, and likewife horfe- men

la been blown down both Horfe and man. The fight

f the rocks and Mountains d id terrifie us, and the report

fthem did much affright us, fo that in ail this way we did

)nfer which way to take, whether the road way to Guá-

rnala which lieth under thofe mountains along the coaft

f the Country of Soconuz>co¿ from whence ( though out

f our way ) we might have turned to Chiapahox whe*

íer we fhould fteer our right courfe to Chiapa
y
over thofe

fountains, which we had been informed, we might fafe-

' pafs over ifthe winds did not blow too boifteroufly. We
Solved that when we came to Tapanatepeque we ihould

loofe our way accordingas the winds did favour or threat-

fi us, but however to Cbiapa we would go, becaufe there

'c had underftoo4 was the Superiour arid Provincial of all
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the Dominicans oí thofe parts, ( to whom we ought to ad-

dreis our feives ) and alio becaufe we would fee that Fa-

mous and much tailed of Province of Cbiapa, In Sánate*

peque we met with a Frier, who gave us ftately entertain-

ment, and from thence gave us Indians to guide us to Ja-

panatapeque-, and a letter to the chief of the Town ( which

alfo was at his command J to give us Mules to carry us, aed

Indians to guide us up the Mountains. Here the icft of oui

Horfes alfo failed us, but their weannefs was no hinderance

to us* for the Indians were willing to give usas much os

more than they had coftus, becaufe they were true Mexican

breed, and all the way we went to Cbiapa and through thai

country to Guatemala the Towns were to provide u;

of Mules for nothing. We came to Tapanafepeqta

( which ftandeth at the bottom and foot of gheelenes ) or

Saturday-night, and with the letter we carryed were ven

much welcomed and entertained weli by the Indians.

This Town is one of the fweeteii and pleafanteft of an¡

we had feen from Guaxaca thither, and it feems Goí

hath replenished it with all fens of comforts which Tra

vellers may need :toafcend up thofe. dangerous and fteep;

rocks. Here is great plenty of Cattle for fleih, and rich In

dians which have farms, called there Eftamia s^ in fori!

a thoufand^ in fome three' or four thoufa.nd head of Cat

tely fowls here are in abundance, fifh the beít (lore an«

choiceft of any Town from Mexico ihicher*, for the Sea i

hard by it,and be tides there runneth by it a fmall River whicl

yields divers forts of íi ih. Fsomthe Mountains there fal

¡To many fprings of water, that with them the Indians wa
ter at their pleafure their Gardens which are iiored witl

much herbage andfallets. The (hade which defends fron

the heat ( which there is great ) is the Daughter of mo!

fweet and goodly íruit trees, and of Orange, Lemor

Citron and Fig {eaves. . The Sabbath morning was Í

calm that we dtfired to make ufc of it, left by longer de

lays* the winds ihould ftay us, or force us to the Coaft c

Soconufco. But the Indians intrcated us to be their gueft

at ¿inner, not doubting but the weather would hole

an<
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and promifing us to provide us ftrong and lufty Mule?,

and proviiion of fruits, and fried fiih, or Fowls, or what
our felves detired. We could not refufe this their kind

offer, and fo flayed dinner with them. After dinner our

Mules were brought, and two Indians to guides and car-

ry our proviiion, which was fome fried híh, áw a cold

roafted Capon, with fome fruit as much as might fuffice m
for a day, for the chiefafcent and danger is not above fe-

ven leagues or one and twenty Englijh miles, and then be-

yond the top of the Mountains three miles is one of the

richeft farms for Horfes, Mules, and Catre!, in all the

Country of Cbiapa> where we knew we fhould be wel-

comed by one Von John de Toledo, who then lived there.

Though thefe Mountains (hew themfelves with feveral

(harp pointed heads, and are many joyned together, yet

one of them is only mentioned in that Countrf by the tra-

vellers, which is called Maquilapa^ over which lyeth

the way to Chiapa. To this high, fteepy, and craggy

Maqmlapa we took our journey after dinner, and were by
the proud Mountain that night well entertained and
harboured in a green plat of ground refembling a meadow,
which lay as a rib of the one fide of that huge and more
than Pyrenian monfter. The Indians comforted us with
the (hews of fair weather, and told us that they doubted
not but the next day at noon we (hould be at Don John
de Toledo his Ejlantia, or farm. With this we fpread our
fupper upon the green table-cloth, and at that firft meal
eat up our Capon and moil of the proviiion of our cold
fried tííh, leaving only a bit for our mornings breakfaft,

the fprings of water like Conduit- pipes, trickling down
the rocks, gave us melodious mufick to our fupper , the
Indians fed merrily, and cur Mules contentedly, and fo

the fountain Nymphs fung us alleep till morning, -which
feemed to us as calm and quiet as the day before, and
encouraged us haftily to fnatch that bit which we had
left and fo up from breakfaft, to fay merrily, up to Ma-
qttilapa. We had not winded the Mountain upwards much
above a mile, when the higher we mounted, the more we

heard
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beard the wind from above whittling unto us, and forbid-

ding us to go any further. We were now half way up,

and doubtful what we ihould do, whether go forward, or

return to Tapanatepeque to eat more fifh, or to fiay where

we were a while until the weather were more calm, which

wé thought might be at none or towards evening. The In*

iians\o\& us that about a mile further there was a fountain

of water, and a lodge made under trees on purpofe for

Travellers that were either benighted or hindred by the

winds tocompafs their journey up the mountain. Thither

we went with much ado, hoping the wind would fal!, but

liill the higher we climbed, the ftronger we felt the breath

of jfo/itf, and durft not like the people called Tfiüi ( of

whom Herodotus writeth) march againft him, left as they in-

ficad of a vi&ory found a grave in the fands where they

met tooppofe him, io weinftead of afcending (hould by a

furious blaftbe made todefcend into thofe deep and horrid

precipices, which truly threatned death, and offered them-

lelves to be a grave unto our torn and mangled bodies,

We liked the fountain very well, and the lodge better, for

she harbour of trees which compaffed it about. The wind

kept on breathing, and we flood fiill fearing, till the day

was fo far fpent that we had no hopes of going back, or

forward. Of any fupper we defpaired that night, who
would have been glad now to have picked a bone of a

Capons kg or to have fucked a fifties head, and faw there

was nothing for us s but only to feed our hungry ftomachs

with the remembrance of the plenty the night 6efore. Thus

gaiing one upon another, and fometimes looking down to

the fountain, fometimes looking up to the trees, we per»

Reived amongft them a Lemmon tree, full of fmal! and ve-

&y fower green Lemmons. It was not with us as with Tan*

talus who could neither enjoy the fruit above him, nor the

waters beneath him h we could and did moft greedily catch

and fnatch the Lemmons, which were fauce for no meat,

but only to fill an empty ftomach *, with them we fupped

and took our reft; The next morning the Wind was ra-

ttier ftronger than calmer, and we as ftrong the fecond day
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as the firft in our purpofe of (hying there, and not turning

sur backs like Cowards. The Indians were alfo willing

to ftay yet one day longer \ fo we tell to our breakfaft of

Lemmons which were fomewhat cool to a fafting ftomach,

and reliihed nothing the better with a draught from the

clear fountain; And of what we left on the tree we made
our dinner and fupper, adding to our water what we faw

the Indians did drink, who had their fmall bags foil of

powder, and when they travel, carry with them that

powder to drink with Water» This we thought might

be more nourifhing to u?, than Letftoons and water only,

and fo for that day we bought ofthem half a bag full of

powder giving for it in our want and neceflity four Ryals,

or two Englijh (hillings, which out of Maquilapa and that

our fear of ftarving might not be worth above a peny >

acd yet this was but weak nourifhment for our feeble bo-

dies. Thus we waited all Tuefday for the laying of the

Wind, refolving the next morning either to go up the hill,

or down again to'tapanatepeque, But on Wednefday morn-
ing the wind feeming to be fomewhat laid, we purpofed

to ftay till noon hoping then it would be fure travelling*

but it ceafed not but rather increafed a little 9 whereupon
one of out company refolved to go upwards a mile or twa
on foot, and try the paffages,and the danger pf the wind,
and to bring us word again , for we thought our fear might
be greater than the danger, who had heard much talk, but
had not as yet feen any thing worth our feár. Upthere-*
fore went our friend, who (laid from us near two hours,

and then returning back he told us he thought we might
get up leading our Mules by the Bridles. But what with^

lurcher queftions and debates the time paffed away, fo that

we thought it might be too late \ and for that day we
put off our journey until the next morning refolutely pur-
pofing to go forwards all together, if the wind were not
much increafed. So that day we fell again to our green
crabby Lemmons, Waterand Maiz powder, all which we
found had much weakned our bodies, and feared if we con-
tinued there any longer they might haften our death.

Where-
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Wherefore on Thurfday morning ( the wind being as the

áay before ) commending our felves firít unto the prote-

ction of that Lord whom the winds and fea obey, we
.mounted' upon our Mules (leaving our names written

in the baik of a great tree, and the days we fiayed there

without food ) and fo went upward. We perceived no
great danger in the wind a great while, but fome ileps and
¡paffages upon iiony rock?, we feared for the narrownefs

of them, and there we lighted, thinking our felves 'fafer

upon our own twofeet,^ than upon fhefour feci of a beaft.

But when we came up to the very top of Maquilapa ( which
fignifiesin that tongue, a head without hair J we percei-

ved truly the danger fo much talked of, and wiihed our

felves again with our green Lemons in the way to íapa-

mtepequejot we found it indeed a head without hair^ a top

without a tree or branch to íhelter a fearful Traveller i the

paffage that lictb open to the fea may be no more than a

quarter of a mile, but the height and narrownefs of it flu-

pttieth, for if we look on the one fide, there is the wide and
fpaeious South-iea tying fo deep and low under if, that

k dazleth the eyes to behold it h if we look on the other

fide, there are rocks of at leaft fix or feven miles depth*

whole fight doth make the fiouteft and hardeft heart

(though like themielves ) to quake and quiver *

5 fo that

here the fea expeds to fwallow, there the rocks threaten

to tear with a downfaU and in the midft of thofe dangers

In fome places the paffage is not above an ell broad. We
needed better cordials for that quarter of a mile than feed-

ing three days upon green Lemons and water, and durft

not man our felves fo much as to go through it upon our

Mules s we lighted and gave the Indians our Mules to lead,

and we followed them one by one, not daring to walk up-

right for fear of head-giddinefs with looking on either fide,

but bowing our bodies we crept upon our hands and feet as

Bear unto the tracks which beafts and travellers had made
as we could without hindering our going. And when we
had got to the end of that paffage, and where the moun-
tain was broader, and the trees promifed relief, we then

Í looked
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looked back boldly, and accufed of folly both our felves

and all other Travellers that fought no other way though

ten miles about, to avoid that danger toth for mañana

beaft. From thence joyfully we made haft to Von John

de Toledo, who made us welcome and gave us fome

warm broath to comfort our ftomachs, which were fo weak

that no fooner had we eat any things but prefently we
caft it up again *, till after many fups.of broth and wine we
recovered ftrength towards night, and eat our flippers.;

there we flayed two days * and thus throughly refreftieá

we went to Acapala, a very great Town of Indians m
the Province of Cbiapa, (landing by the fame river that

paiTeth by Cbiapa, which is called Cbiapa de Indios, ot

Cbiapa of the Indians? to diftinguifh it from another Chi-

apa, called Cbiapa Real the Royal Cbiapa
$

or Cbiapa de

Efpanoles, Cbiapa of the Spaniards. From Acópala we
went firft to Cbiapa ofthe Indians, which ftandeth almoft

as low zsMaquilapa is high, feated upon a riveras broad

as is the Thames at London, which hath its fpring from

the Mountains called Cucbumatlanes, in the road from Cbi-

apa Royal to Guatemala, and runs towards the Province

of Zoques, where it entreth into the River of Tabafm:

But of rhis Cbiapa I will fpeak a little moie in the next

Chapter, and now only fay that here we were joyfully en-

tertained by thofe Friers, who looked upon us as members
belonging to the Corporation of that thdr Province, and

aíTured us that the Provincial and chief Superiour would
be very glad of our coming, who wanted Spanijh Friers

to oppoíe theCrioliansand Natives who drove to get a

head as they had done in Mexico and Guaxaca. Here we
underftood that the Provincial was not above one days

journey from thence. Here alfo we met with our friend

Peter Borallo, who had come before us alone, and made his

tfcapefrom Mexico ', he comforted us much with the good
and kind ufage which he had found there i yet he told us how
Calvo was gone with the reft of his train from Mexico

to Acapttlcoy and from thence was (hipped with them to

Philippine ¿but that at his departure he had writ a letter of

hitter
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bitter complaints unto the Superiour oiChiapa and Guate-

mala againft him and us four, defiriog the Provincial not to

entertain us, but to fend us back to Mexico^ to be (hipped

from thence the next year unto Philippine * which letter

was not regarded, but much flighted by the Provincial.

After we had been a week feafted in Chiapa, we thought it

now fit to prefent our felves to the Provincial ( whofe name
was Frier Feter Alvarez ) that from him we might receive

judgment, and know whether we ihould ftay in that Pro-

vince, or be forced to return to Spain, for in no other part

of America we could be entertained. We found the Pro-

vincial in a little Town called St. Chriftopher, between

Chiapa of the 'Indians and the Royal Chiapa, recreating him*

felf in the fhady walks, which are many fweec and plea-

fani in that fmall Town ; where alfo there is ftoie of fifli,

and great abundance of rare and exquifite fruits. He en-

tertained us very lovingly with fair and comfortable words,

with a fiately dinner and fupper, and before we went to

bed, to (hew his humility he did unto us what Chrift to

his Difeiples, henvaihed our feet. The firft day hefaid

little or nothing unto usconcerning our continuing in that

Country» but the next day he discovered unto us his full

fefolutions, with many wife and cunnnig fophifms. For

firft he read unto us the letter which Calvo had writ unto

him againft us,gloffing upon it hew ill we had done infor-

faking our firft love and calling to Philippines^ and the dan-

ger many Indian fouls might be in by reafon of our not go-

ing thither to convert and inftruéí: them, whole gifts and

abilities he fuppofed might have been mo?e profitable and

comfortable to thofe fouls, than thofe who in our (lead and

abfence (hould be fent amongft them. And fecondly, he

told us how we had fruftrated the King of Spains good

hopes of us, who had allowed us means and mainitnance

from Spain to Mexico^ hoping that by us many fouls of

Indians in Philippine might be faved. Thirdly, he told

us that he looked upon us as his pnfoners, in whofe power

it was to imprifon us, and to fend us prifoners to Mexico to

the Viceroy, to be (hipped from thence to Manila, accor-
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ding to Calvo his demand. But for the prefent he would
not let us know what he meant to do with us ; Only he
bad us not be difecuraged, but to be merry and recreate

our felves, and that after dinner we fhould know more
From him, when he had received an anfwer to a Letter
which he had writ unto the City of Chiapa concerning the
difpofal of our perfons. Thefe reafonings of the grave
and old Provincial not a little fadded our hearts i for the
lofs of SouIs? the King oíSpain his intentions and charity
charged upon us, and imprifonment fpoke of by the by
were words which feemed of a very high ftrain, and fo
could hardly bedigefled byus j this mornings breakfaft had
quite taken away from us our ííomach to our dinner. And
thus we departed from theprefence of the .venerable Frier
Feter Alvarez, and betook our felves to a ihady walk un-
der Orange trees belonging to the houfe where this Su-
petiour was. In this (hade we conferred with our felves
upon the words of Alvarez, and finding them of fo
high a nature, as involving fouls, a King and imprifon-
ment, we thought verily we ihould be fent back to Mexico
and from thence like fugitive llaves be forced to Philip-
pine. Here my hopes of ever more feeing England were
loft > Antonio Melendez his heart panted, w idled himfelf"
again upon the higheft top oí Maquilapa

', another wiflied
himfelf with old Calvo at Sea failing to Manila, though
it were but to help him (crape his rufty Gammons &
Bacon.

The motion was made to tmke an efcape from Alvarez
as we had done from Calvo h but to this anfwer was made*
that whitherfoever we weut, not knowing the Country*
we ihould be difcovered* and that put cafe the worft we
ihould be fent to Mexico, we might better efcape in 'the
way, than there where we were. At hit I told the reft
that I could conceive no hard nor harih ufage from that
fouling and loving countenance of the Provincial, nor af-
ter that his low and humble ad of waíhing our feet the
night before i and that I thought verily he wiihed us well
tor having come fo far to offer our felves for fellow labou-

rers
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rers in that harveft of foals belonging to his charge, and

whom we knew wanted fuch as we were newly come from

Spain to opp&fe the Criolians or Natives faction in that

Province -^Hedging furthermoie the example of our friend

and companion Peter Borahs whom he had already incor-

porated into that Province, and could do nolefswithus

without partiality and acceptation of perfons. And laft-

ly my opinion was, that in cafe we ought not to be en-

tertained there, yet the Provincial would noi fend us back

to Mexico^ there/to be difgraced and affronted, but would

give way unto us to return to Spain, or whither elfe we

would, with fome relief and mony in our purfes.

Whilii we were thus troubled, and in this fad and feri@us

difcourfe, old Alvarez it feems had been eying of us from

his window, and as Jofepb could not long fupprefs and

keep in the expreffions ofa loving and tender heart unto

his brethren > fo this good Superior perceiving that we

were troubled with what he had faid unto us, imt his com-

panion unto us to comfort us ; which we eafily perceived

by his difcourfe when he came unto us. For as foon as he

came he asked us, why we were fo fad and melancholy ? h<

told us, the Provincial alfo had obferved that we wer<

troubled. But faid he, be of good chear \ be confident thai

the Provincial wilheth you very well, and needeth fuch a<

you are, and having come into his Dominion to truf

your felves upon his mercy, by harfh and unkind ufage hi

will not do what Martial Law forbids a hard heartec

Soldier to do unto his enemy upon fuch terms. Many fuel

comfortable words did he fpeak unto us * and told us fur-

ther that the Provincial had been much cenfured by th<

Criolian party for entertaining of Peter Borallo* and cha

now they would flir worie, feeing four more come to weak-

en their Fadiotv, and therefore he defired to be wel

advifed concerning us
3
and to/ carry our bufinefs with iucl

difcrction, as might give little offence to thofe wh<

were apt to judge and cenfure the beft of all his anions

And hnally he did affure us, that we ihould never be fen

back as Prifoners to Mexico by the Provincial, who h

eat
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:afe he íhould not entertain us in Cbiapa, or Guatemala ¿

vould farther us with all his favour, and friends, and mo-

íy in our puries to return again to Spain» Thefe reafons

vere heart fainting Cordials unto us, and ftomach prepara-

ivts to a good dinner, to whl^h by the found of a bell we
vere invited. When we came in, the loving, fmiling^

md fatherly countenance of the good Provincial did cheat

is more than all the chear that waited for us upon the

able in feveral diihes, all which were feafoned to our
3alates with the fauce of the comfort, which the Pro-

vincials meffenger had brought unto us in the ihady O-
ange-walk in the Garden; The great proviiion of flefli

,nd fi(h, with fruits and fweet-meats were yet to us a

Irong argument that we were very welcome, for what

ve fed on that day, might well become a Noble-mans ta¿

>le •> Bdides in many paflages of our difcourfe we perceived

hat good old Alvarez his heart w<i$ over-joyed with out

:oming to him. Dinner being ended, the Provincial de¿

¡red to play a game at Tables with us round about, fay-

ng he would not win otar mony, becaufe he judged us

>oor after fo long a journey. But thus he fetled the game

md fport i that if he did win, we íhould fay for him five

Pater N<ftm> and five Ave Maries, but if we wan, we
hould win our admittance, and Incorporation into that

Province. This fport pleafed us well, for our winning*

ve judged would be to u$ more profitable at that time*

han to win pounds, and our lofings we valued not» be*

ides we were confident all Went well with us, when front

he favour of the Dice, we might challenge that favour

vhich with many weary journeys we had come to feek

ibove four hundred miles. The fpott began, and wc
foung blades taking one by one, our turns, were toe*

lard for the old man, who as wc perceived would willing-

ly be the lofer, that his very loffes might fpéak untó uS

what through policy and difcretion he would not utter with

words. Yet we boldly challenged our Winnings,which as foort

is we had ended our game were now furely confirmed un-

to us by the return of an Indian meffenger,who that morning

P hai*
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bad been Cent to the City of Cbiapa for advice and coun-

fel from the Pnor and the chief of the Cloiftcr concerning

our Bifpofa!, and now was returned with an anfwer from

the Prior, who in his letter expreffed great joy unto the

Provincial for our corning, and ibfrom the rtft of the Se-

niors of the Cloiftcr, and did eaineftly beg of the Super*-

our, that he would fend us to him to be his guefis, for

that our cafe had been his own fome ten years before •, for

he had alfoat MeÄforfaken his company to PbtUppina^

afld fled to Guatemala, where for his learning and good

pans he had been as a ftranger mtach envied by the Crioli-

an fa&ion i but now he hoped he fhould have fome to fide

with him againft iuch as fpighted and maligned him.

Q!d Alvarez was much taken with his letter, and told us

he muft pay what he had loft, ard that the next daf he

would fend us to Chiapa, there to abide till he took fur-

ther care of us, to fend us to other parts of the Country, to

leain the Indian languages, that we might Preach unto

them. This difcourfe being ended, wc betook our felves

again to the Garden which fmellt more of comfort than

before dinner, and to our fhady walks which now offered

us a fafer protection than they had done in the forenoon.

countenancing that prote&ion which we had gained frora

the Provincial.

Here we began to praife God, who had looked upon us

in our low eftate, not forgetting the wife and politick

Provincial, who though he had loft his games for our com
fort, wc would not he ihould lofe our prayers, which ther*

we offered up to God for his health and fafety. Ant

fo till fupper time wc continued our difcourfe in tb

{garden fuller of mirth and pleafant jefte, than we ha<

done before dinner, fnatching now and then at the Qran

ges and Lemons which were there both four afcc

íweet, eating of fome, and cafting fome one at anothe)

but cfpecially at him who had wiihed himfclf with Cali

dreffing his rutty Bacon, whom we ftrove to beat out of th

garden by force of Orange and Lemon bullets*, whic

fport we continued themore; willingly, becaufc we percti
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ved the good Provincial flood behind a Lattice in a Bal-

cony beholding us, and rejoycing to fee our hearts Co

light and merry. We had-no fooner beat Calvo his friend

out of the garden, when the bell to fupper founded a re*

treat to us all, and called us again to meet our beft friend

Alvarez,, who had furniihed us a Table again like that at

noon. After fupper he told us that the next morning he
would fend us to Cbiapa, for that the Prior had writ un-
to him he would meet us in the way with a brcakfaft at a
Town called St Philip > wherewith we conceited very high-
ly of our felves, to fee that Provincials and Priors were fo-

forward to feaft us* Yet before we went to bed, the
Provincial would try again a gante at Tables with eve-
iy one of us \ to fee if now he could beat us that had
treentoo hard for him at noon. The matter of our game
was now altered, and what we played for was this *, if the

Provincial won, vxe were to be his pnfoners, ( which my-
ftery we underitood not till the next day, for the old man
was crafty and politick, and knew he could win of us
when he lifted, for he was an excellent gamefter at Ta-
bles) but if we won of him, he was to give us a box of
Chocolatte

7l
which was a drink we liked very well. The

©ame went on, and we every one of us one by one were
lofers, yet underftood not how we ihould be his prifoners,

but flighted our loffes. Yet for all this the merry Pro-
vincial told us, he was forry wc had loft, and wiftied we
might never be prifoners to a worfe enemy than he >

and that we ihould perceive it, he would éoipfort u$
each one asaprifoner flrith a box oí Chocolatín to drink
for his fake, and to comfort our hearts, when mofl we
ihould find them difeomforted for our loffes. We u*-
derftood not his meaning till the next day at noon, but
thought it was a jeft and a word of fport and mirth;
like many fuch which in his difcourfe had come from
him,

With this we took our leaves, and went to bed with
light and merry hearts. In the morning two Mules of
the Provincial and two of his Compaoiofc were failed for

Pa m,
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us, and at leaft a dozen Indians on hotfe back waited for

us' to conduct us up a iteep hill and through woods to the

Town of St. SMlip After our bteakra(l «he good Provin-

cial embraced us, and bad us faxewel, defiling us to pray

for hum and not tp bo difcouraged by any thing that

might befal us, afluring us he wiíhed us yery well, and

would do what lay in hii, power for our good > yet fig

that he muft'ufc policy and difcretion to flop tne mouths

of the Criolians, whom he knew hated both him and us.

Thus we departed with Waits and Trumpets founding

before us, which rebounded an Eccho all the way up the

hill fiom us to old Alvarez whom We had left in a low bot-

tom compaffed about with hills on every tide. We had no

fooner afcended up to the top of the Mountain, when we

difcovered a little Valley, and in it the City of Cbiapa of the

Spaniards \ with two or three final) Villages, of which one

was St Tbilip at the bottom of the Mountain, which we

were to afcend. The Trumpets which ftill went found-

ing before us were a fufficient and loud Alarm to St

Tbilips Inhabitants of our coming, anda warning for
Jj

fpeedierhaftening of our fecond brcakfaft, for the whid

the cold morning air ( which we found fomewhat piercinj

upon the Mountain ) had whetted and throughly prepa

red our ftomachs. We had not gotdewn the Mountaii

-half a mile, when we met with a matter of twenty gal

lant Indians on horfeback with their Trumpeters found

ing before them, and behind them came upon aftatel

Mule the Prior o( Chiapa, (whofe nam* was Father Job

Baptifi) a merry fat Fryer, who calling us his brethret

fugitives from Philippinas, told us we were welcome t

that country, and to him cfpecially, and that in the nes

St. Tbilip he would ihew us better fport than any St. PbUi

in all the Vhilippinas lflands could have (hewed us, if w

had gone thither. Thus with a pleafant difcourfe, an

many merry conceits from the good Prior we foon can

down the hill, where the whole Village of Saint Pbil

Waited for us both men and women, fomc prefenting un

us Nofcgays, others hurling Rofcs, and other flowers
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our faces, others dancing before us all along the ftreer,

which was ftrowed with herbs and Orange leaves, and
adorned with many Arches made with flowers and hung
with garlands for us to ride under until we came to the
Church, where for half an hour we were welcomed with
the befi muiick from the City of Cbiaps, which the Pri-
or had hired to come with him to entertain us. Our Mu-
fick being ended, fat Father John Baptist flood up and
made a Chore fpeech unto the Indians, giving them thanks
for their kind and pompous entertainment of us his (pe-
dal friends, and that their fouls might gain by it, he
granted unto them a plenary indulgence of all their fins

paft, tobe gained by as many of them as ihould vifit

that Church the next Lords day either before or after noon.
And thus from the Altar we went unto our breakfafting
Table, which was furnithed with many well feafoned
difhes of fait and well peppered and fpiced-meats, all fie

to mak§ us relifli better a cup of Spanijh Fur Ximeny
which the Prior had provided for us. After our fait meats,
c*me fuch rare and exquitite iorrs of fweet meats made by
John Baptili his beft devoted Nuns ofCbiapa, that the like

we had not feen from St. John de Vlhna to that place.
Thefe were to prepare our ftomachs for a Cup of Cboco*
latte, with the which we ended our breakfaft. But whilft
all this was gallantly performed by the Prior, it was a hard
Riddle unto us, what he often repeated unto us, faying.
Brethren break your fafl well, for your dinner will be the
meaneftas ever ye did eat in your lives, and now enjoy
this fweet liberty which will not laft long unto you. We
obferved the words, but knew not what to make of them,
till we came unto the Cloifter. After our breakfaft the
Indians (hewed us a little fport in the market place, run-
rung races on horfe-back, and playing at Inego de Cannes \
which is to meet on horfe-back, with broad Targets to de-
fend their heads and (houlders, while paifing by they h\xt\

Canes, or darts one at another, which thofe Indians a<3ed
With great dexterity.

Thus the good Prior of Cbiapa feafted us* and permk-
Pj ted
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ted us to enjoy our liberty as long as it feems it had been

aareed upon by letters between him and the Provincial,

which was till it might be dinner time in the Cloifter of

Chiapas where we were to be before noon. The time

drew near, and we had from St. Philip to the City of Ok*-

tk fome two Englifh miles to ride ; Wherefore the Prior

commanded our Mules to be brought •, the Waits and

Trumpets gave warning to the Town of out departure ,

a«dfo with many horfemen, with dances Mulick and

ringing of Bells we were as (lately and joyfully conducted

out of the Town, as we had been induced into it. At

the firil halfmiles end the Prior gave thanks unto the In-

dians, and defised them to return, the Cloifter being near,

where we expe&ed another kind of entertainment, not u-

fingin the City and Cloifter that pomp and ftatc, which

in the Country might be allowed. The Indians took

their leaves of us * and on we went with only two as

Euides before us. Within half a mile of the City, the

Prior and a companion of his (lopped, and took out of his

rocket an order from the Provincial, which he read unto

ps to this effed, That whereas we had foifaken our law.

ful Superior Calvo in the way to miippinas, and without

his hcenfe had come to the Province of Chapa, he

could not in confeience but inflid fome puniihment up®n

us before he did enable us io abide there as members under

him i therefore he did ftridly command the Prior of Cht-

apa, that as foon as we ihould enur into this Cloifter,

he ihould (hut us up two by two in our chambers, as in pri-

sons, for three days, not fuffering us to go out to any place,

fave only to the publick place of refeäion (called Reteátn-

íY ) where all the Fryers met together to dine and lup,

where at noon time we were to prefent our fclves before

all the Cloifter fitting upon the bare ground, and there to

receive no other dinner, but only bread and water i but

atfupper we might have in our chambers or pntons, what

the Piior would be pleafed to allow us. This was the Pe-

nance enioyned upon us by the wife and cunning Provinci-

al The news at ;he firftwasbut four fawce, or^a dry

Poftpait
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Poflpaft after a double fumptuous brcakfift > it was a dole*

ful ditty to us after our Mufick and dances, to hear of a

treble fait after our feaft -•> to hear of imprifonment after fo

great liberty. We now began to remember the Provin-

cials winnings at Tables the night before, and the myftery

thereof, and began to think how comfortable his boxes
of Cbocolatte would be unto us after a meal of bread and
water. Now we called to mind the ihort dinner the Pri-

or had told us at St. Philipf, we were like to have that day,

and of the liberty he bad us then make much of. But the

good Prior feeing us facl upon a füddain, and our counte-

nances changed, fmiled upon us, wiihing us not to think

the worfe of him, nor of the Provincial, who did that

out of Policy, and to ftop the OioHans mouths, whom
he knew would muimur, if no puniihment were infliéted

upon us. He affured us, after our imprifonment, ofho-
nours, and preferments, and that as long as we were with
him, we fliould want no encouragement, and that after a
bread and water dinner, he could fend us to our cham-
bers a fupper, that ihould ihongly lupport our empty fto-

machs, and fur and line them well for the next four and
twenty hours. With thefc encouragements on we went
to the Cloifter of Cbiapa, where we were welcomed by
moil of the Fryers, but in fome few we noted a frowning
md difaffedted countenance. We were no (boner condu-
ced to our Chambers, when the bell founded to dinner
for the reft, and cryed aloud to us Penance with bread
ind water. Down we went to the common dining place,

and thanks being given, the Fryers fitting round the ta-

bles, we four Pbilippinian Jonahs ( fo fome Criolians were
pleafed to term us j betook ourfelves to the middle of dfgj

Refe&ory, where without cuihions, (tools, feats or forms,
we fat upon the bare ground crofs legged luce Taylors^
adring humility no* for our difobedience to flovenly

Calvo. While the firft diih was prefented round the ta-

bles, to each of us was prefented a loafofreaionable big-

nefs, and a pot of pure Cryftal Water , whereof we
fed and drank moft heartily though with full fiomachs

P 4 fr:om
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from a double breakfaft before. ¥et even here in this

publick a& of ihame and difgrace ( which we knew was

*ifual amcmg Fryers for lefs faults than ours) we had this

comfort, that we had a Prior and Provincial for frtends,

and that that punifhment came from a friendly hand,

whofe Chocolatte we had to comfort our fading 'bodies*

andfecondly, we knew that we ihould have that night

in our prifon chambers a better fupper than any of thofe

before us, who fed upon their three or four diibes* But

thirdly, it was our comfort that at thai very time a Crio-

lian Fryer ailfo fat upon the ground With us (ofwhofe com-

pany we had been informed by fome friends before we went

into the Rcfe&ory ) for fome love-letters which had been

intercepted between him and a Nun of that City, tending

to much uncivility, and breaking their oath of profeffed

chaftity. But when I perceived this Fryer to look difcon-

tentedly upon us, I chofe my place as near unto him as I

could, and hearing him mutter within himfelf againftus.

calling us difobedient Philippinian Jonahs, I foftly and friend-

ly fpoke unto him with thefe two following Hexame-

ters, [which fuddenly came into my mind about his mif-

demeanour*

^ SiMmialis Amor te turpia [criben fecit,

Ecce iibi frigid* prabent medicamina lymphs

But my good neighbour fnuffing and puffing at my Cudder

Mufe, feemed-to be more difcontented than before, and

would fain withdraw himfelfby degrees from me, not ri«

(ingup (for that was not lawful to do till dinner had beer

ended ) but rigling his elbows and (boulders fcornfullj

from me,whom in like manner I followed j cleaving friend

ly to him with this verfe,

Solamen mifero eftfoctomtintrt PmztUs.

He thought I followed him to ileal away his loaffrom him

This new found wprd, Panmes, had almpfl choaked him
ha<
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had he not mack uie of the medicinal water which fiood

before him s of the which he drank a good draught, where-

by I perceived his courage againft me and my friends was

tamed, and I told him, I hoped his burning wanton love

was cooled.

Thus with my Criolian neighbours company, my bread

and water went down cheerfully * and dinner being end-

ed, we were again conduced to our chambers, where we
drank^a cup of Alvarez his Cbocolatte. The Caflilian

Fryers flocked unto our prifons, fome to talk with us, fom$

bringing us conferves and fweet-raeats, others other dain-

ties, which they had prepared to help our digeftion of

bread and cold water. Myfuddain verfes to my Criolian

neighbour were prefently noifed about the Cloifter
3
and

were the chief fubjecä of our talk that afternoon. Our
Supper was provided for us according to the promife and

generous fpirit ©f the Trior, who alio honoured our pri-

fon that night with his own and two other Fryers com-

pany, fupping with us all in one chamber together. And
thus we paffed our three days of imprifonment merrily

and contentedly, wiihing we might never fuffer^harder

ufage in any prifon than we had done in this, which

was not to us fuch a punUhmenl as did bring with it the

privation ofany liberty of enjoying the company of friends,

and feafting with them, hut only the privation ofthe liber-

ty of our legs to walk about thofe three days > and this

rather an eafe than a punifhment, for that We wanted

rather reft, than much ftirring after fo long and tedi-

pus a journey as we had compared from Mexico thither.

We vfere no fooner fet at liberty, but we prefently found

the Provincial and Prior ready to difpofeofus fo, that in

lieu of our imprifonment we might receive honour and
credit. Two were fent into the Country to learn ibme
Indian language, that fo they might be beneficed and
preach unto the Indians. My felf and another defired to

go farther to Guatemala , that there we might pra-

ctice Philofophy and Divinity in the famous Univerfity

of that City. Nothing that we defired was denied un*>
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to us, only the time was thought not fit until Michael-

ntas^ becauie then the fchools were renewed, aad new
Orders fetled. In the means time the Provincial ha-

ving alio heard of my verfes ex tempere to the Criolian

Fryer, and knowing that the Latin Tongue is better

grounded in England than among the Spaniards ( whoa-
bufe poor Prifcian, and daily break his pate with fooliih

foloecifms) and confidering the want he had of a Ma-
tter ofthe Latin Tongue to fupply a Le&ure of Gram-
mar and Syntax to the youths o(Cbiapay in a School in that

Cloifter , which brought a fufficient yearly ftipend unto the

Covent ; defired me to accept of that place until fuch time as

he ihould take care to (end me to Guatemala^ promifing me
all encouragements in the mean time fitting, and that I

ihould when! would go about to fee the Country ( which
I much defired ) and alfo that out of the ichool-annuity I

íbould have my allowance for books, and other neceffaries.

I could not but accept of this good oíFer \ and fo with this

imploytoient I remained in that City from April to the end

of September^ where i was much efteemed of by the Biihop

and Coyernour, but efpccially by the Prior, who would
never ride about the Country for his recieation,but he would
take me, with him, whereby I had occafion to note con-

cerning the Provinces riches, commodities and government

of Chiapa, what in the enfuing Chapter I (hall faithfully

comtnend unto the Prefs*

CHAP

~
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CHAP. XV.

)efcribing the Country of Chiapa, with the cheiefefl

Towns and Commodities belonging unto itm

r
Hough Chiapa in the opinion of the Spaniards be

held to be one of the pooreft Countries oí America
;

rcaufe in it as yet there have been no mines difcovered,

or golden fands found in the rivers, nor any haven upon

ie South fea, whereby commodkies are brought in and

irried out, as to] Mexico? Guaxaca, and Guatemala'* >et Í

iay fay it exceedeth moil: Provinces in the grCatneis and

eauty of fair Towns, and yieldeth to none except it be to

¡uatemala i nay it furpaffeth all the reft of America in that

ne, and famous and moft populous Town of Chiapa of

it Indians. And it ought not tóbelo much flighted by

lie Spaniards as it is, if they would look upon it as Handing

etween Mexico and Guatemala, whofe ftrength might bs

11 Americas iirergth, and whofe weaknefs may prove

¡angerous to all that flourilhing Empire, for the eafie en~

ranee into it by the river of Tabafco, or for its near joyn-

ng and bordering unto Jucatan/ñcñdcs? the commodities

n it a* e fuch as do uphold a conftant trading and commerce

mongft the Inhabitants themfelves, and with other neigh-

>ouring Countries, and from no one part of'America doth

Spain get more Cocbinil than from one of the Provinces oí

Zhiapa ; the Towns alfo being great and populous, by their

yearly pole tribute do add much to the King of Spams

Revenues.

ThisCountiy is divided into three Provinces, to wit,

Chiapa Zeldales? and Zoques \ wheieof Chiapa it felf is the

pooreft. This contains the great Town oí Chiapa of the

Indians, and all the Towns and farms North-ward towards

Maqui
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Maquílapa^ná Weft-ward the Priory of Comitlan, which
hath fome ten Towns, and many farms of Cattle, Horfes,

and Mules fubjeót unto it, and neighbouring unto it ly-

eth the great valley ofCapanabaftla, which is another Prio*

ry reaching tow'ards Soconuzca. This valley glorieth in the

great river, which has its fpring from the mountains caL
led CuchumatlanSy and runneth to Cbiapa of the Indians,

and from thench toTabafio. It is alfo famous for the abun-
dance of fiih which the river yieldeth, and the great flore

of Cattle which from thence minifler food and provifion

both to the City of Cbiapa, and to all the adjacent Towns-
Though ChUpa the City, and Comitlan as ftanding upon the

hills, be exceeding cold, y¿t this valley lying low is extra-

ordinary hot, and from May to Michaelmas is fubjed: to

great dorms and tempeft of thunder and lightning. The
head Town where the Priory Hands, is called Gopanaabjtía,

confining ofabove eight hundred Indian inhabitants. But
greater than this is Izquintenangozt the end ofthe valley and
at the foot of the mountains of Cuchumatlans, Southward.

and yet bigger than this is the Town ofSt Bartolomés

Northward at the other end of the valley, which in length

is above 40 mile, and 10 or \% only in breadth», All the

reft of the Towns lie toward Soconuzco, and are yet hotter

and more fubjeéfe to thunder and lightning, as drawing near-

er unto the South fea coaft. Befidcs the abundance of Cattle,

the chief commodity of this valley confifteth in Cotton-
wool, whereofare made fuch flore ofmantles for the Indians

wearing, that the Merchants far and near come for them.

They exchange them to Soconuzco and Xncbutepeques for

Cacao, whereby they are well ftored of that drink* So that

the inhabitants want neither fiih (which they have from

the river ) nor flefh ( for that the valley abounds with

Cattle ) nor clothing ( for of that they (fpare toothers)

nor bread, though not of wheat, for there grows none *,,

but Indian Mate they have plenty of j and befides they

arc exceedingly ftored with fowls and Turkeys^FruitSjHony,

Tobacco and Sugar-canes. Neither is mony here nor in

Cbiapa (0 plentiful as in Mexico and Guataca % and

whereas,
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whereas there they reckon by Patacones, or pieces of eight»

here they reckon by Toftones which are but half Pata-

:ones. Though the river be many ways profitable to

:hat valley, yet it iscaufeof many difafiers to the inhabi-

tants, who lofe many times their children, and their Calves
md Colts drawing near to the water-fide, where they are

devoured by Caymanes, which are many and greedy of
fielh, by reafon of the many prizes they have got. The
City oí Chiapa Real^ is one of the meaneft Cities in all A-
mmca, confiding of not above four hundred houiholders

Spaniards^ and about an hundred houfes of Indians joyn-
ing to the City, and called el barrio de los Indios, who have
iChappelby thcmftlves. In this City there is no Parifli-

Chutch, but only the Cathedral, which is mother to all

the inhabitants. Befides, there are two Cloifiers, one of
Dominicans, and the other of Francifcans, and a poor
Cloifter of Nuns, which are burthenfome enough to
that City. But the Jefuits having got no footing there

(
who commonly live in th¿ richefi and wealthieft places and

Cities ) is a fufficient argument ofeither the poverty of that

City, or of want of gallant parts, and prodigality in the

Gentry, from whofe free and generous fpirits they like

Horfe-Iecches are flill fucking extraordinary and great
alms for the Colleges where they live j but here the Mer-
chants are clofe handed, and the Gentlemen hard, and fpa-

ring, wanting of wit and Courtiers parts and bravery, and
fo poof Chiapa is held no fit place for Jefuits. The Mer-
chants chief trading there is in Cacao, Cottonwool from
the adjacent parts ofthe Country, in Pedlersfmall wares,
and in fome Sugar from about Chiapa of the Indians, in
a little Cocbinili for commonly the Governour ( whofe
chief ¿ain confifieth in thisJ will not fuflfer them to be
too free in this commodity, left they hinder his greedy
traffique. Thefe have their (hops all together in a little

Market-place before the Cathedral Church, built wich
Walks and Porches, under which the poor Indian wives
meet at five a clock at evening to fell what flap ancf
drugs they can prepare moft cheap for the empty Criolian

: ftomachs,
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flomachs. The richer fott of thefe Merchants go anc

fend yet further to Tabafto for wares from Spain, fuch a
Wines, Linnen»cloth,Figs,Raifins, Olives, and Iron, thoug!

in thefe commodities they dare not venture too much, b
rcafon the Spaniards in that Country are not very man}
and thofc that are there, are fuch asare loth to open theii

paries to more than what may fuffice nature. So tha

what are Spanijb commodities are chieffy brought for th

Fryers who are the beii aad jovialleft blades of that Coun
fry. The Gentlemen of Cbiapa are a by-word all abou
that Country, fignífyíng great Dons (dona, gifts or abifi

ties 1 fhould fay ) great birth, phantafiick pride, joyne<

with limplicity, ignorance, mifery and penury. Thef
Gentlemen will fay they defcend from fome Dukes houi
in Spain, and immediately from the iiift Conquerors
vet in carriage they are but Clowns, in wit, abilities

parts and difcourfe, as ¡hallow-brained, as a low brock

whofe waters are fcarce able to leap over a pebble ftonc

any. fmall reafon foon tries and tries their weak brain

which is eafily at a ftand when fence is propounded, an<

Aides on fpeedily when non fenfecarrieth the ftreanfc Thi

chief families in this City, are named, Cortezf Sous, Vela]

i'o¡ Toledo, Zerna, and Mendoza. One of thefe, who wa
thought the chief in my time, called Dan Melchior de Ve

lajeo, one day fell into difcourfe with me xoncerning Eng
land, and our Englijb nation, and in thebeft, moft feri

ous and judicious part of his Don-like conference* askec

ítíc whether the Sun and Moon in England were ofth<

fame colour as in Cbiapa, and whether Englifh men wem
barefoot like the Indians, and facrificed one another as for-

marly did the Heathens of that Country ? and whether all

England could aiford fuch a painty as a diih of Frixole<

( which is the pooreit Indians daily food there, being blach

and dry Turky or French beans boyled with a little biting

Chile or Indian Pepper with Garlicky till the broth become

as black as any Ink y and whether the women in England

went as long with child, a$ did the Spanijb women? And

laftly, whether the Spanijh nation v^erc not a far gallante*

&atioi
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nation than the Englijh ? When I perceived my Don ran
farther and farther into his limpie and fooliih queftions, I

cut him off fuddenly, telling him, Sir, it is long fince I came
out of England, if you give me leave to recoiled my me-
mory, I will anfwer fome of thefe your hard questions the
next time we meet ( thinking hereby to try my Dons wit
further, whether he could perceive I jeared him. j To
which my (imple Don rcplycd, I pray Sir do,- and whenfo-
ever you come, you (hall be welcome toa difli of Frixok^
With this I! took my leave of him, and at our farewel he
again defirechne to ftudy well his queftions, and to return
him a fpeedy ahfwpr, whereby I was more confirmed in
my conceit of my Von, that he was either tonto or hobo,
fool or fimple. Yet thought I, my beft way to anfwer is

to anfwer a fool according to his folly, and forefolved
within two or three days to return unto him fome fimple
mfwer according to his fimple and foolifti queftions. There-
forefpeedily I finglcd out a good occ*fion of meeting with
him at his own houfe, who welcomed me with much Spa-
niffr gravity, and fitting down before Doma Angela, his
painted wife and Angel j began to anfwer, or more to
¡ecr his Vonfhip. 1 began with the Sun and Moon, tel-
ling him that they were planets, and had theif fpéciál in-
Suences upon feveral nations, as all planets have upon
mans body. And fothey did ihew themfelves according
to the inclination of the people of feveral Kingdoms!
And therefore as the Spaniards were much inclined to V¿
nus and to beauty, and not contenting themfelves with the
natural beauty of their fair Ladies, would yet have Art
idd to nature by the skill and ufe of the beft painting co-
lours i fotheíe glorious planets of the Sun and Moon
among the Spaniards, and efpecially in Ckiapa, flwwcd
themfelves moil comely, bright, glorious and beautiful,
working the like inclination to beauty upon, and in all
Spaniards. My inftance was in the land of the Black-moors,
where I told them that their bodies were black, nr\d that
among them the Sun appeared with a dark and fad viiW.
Here my Von cried out i An excellent example! I gave

him

-
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him yet a fecond inftance fiom the Eclipfe ofthe Sun >

which being eclipfed, made all the Earth, mens faces and

bodys feem of a dask, or yellow colour, to (hew the pro-

portion oir iympathy offublunaty bodies to that high and

overmafiering planet. To this that good Voti rqplyed

fennor nofe puede dccirtnas.&f, nothing can be anfwered

or faid more or better. Vengamos agora, a Ingalatierra,

Let us draw now to England. To which I anfwered

him, that in England the Sun and Moon appeared half the

year of oilfc colour, and half oí another ; for the women

one half year it appeared as in Spain and Cbiapa> beau-

tiful and glorious for that naturally without painting

they yielded to none in beauty. But the other half year

it appealed as red as blood, or fcarlet > and the teafon

might eafiiy be gueffed at, for ihat no Nation is more

warlike and high fpirited than the Énglijhr whofe very

cloaths were fiery, wearing more icarlet than any nation

in the World i as he might perceive by their coming fo

much with their (hips to the Indian Coafts to fight witfc

the Spaniards > and that they delighted to go in red,

and tobe like the Sun, fo naturally they were brought to

thofe Seas to fingle out fuch (hips as from America carried

the rich Commodity of CochiniU whereof they make

more ufe than Spain it felf to die their cloaths and Coats

withal. Here my Von jogged his head, and replyed

Sir, I thought no nation had been fo like the Sun as th<

Spaniards^ for I have read that when our Anceflorj

came to conquer thefe parts, the Indians called them

hijos ¿e/Sí?/,thatis
s
foDS of the Sun, being comely and

gallant, and more liHfcthe Sun than any other people, Tc

this I anfwered him. Sir, no doubt but you are like thi

Sun here, and none more glittering and bright, your ver]

hatbands filming with Pearls and Diamonds like thi

brightnefs of the Sun ; but as I faid before, the Black

moores are like their Sun, fo I fay, the Englifh is like theii

Sun, which is red, and fo do and will affe& to wea

Scarlet, as long as any Cocbinil is to be found in th

Indians
No
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Now Von Melcbior began to undcrfiacid me, and tola

me, never roan had fatisfied him with better reafons than

my felf. He thank'd me heartily , and told me, He
thought no Gentleman in Chiapa could tell fo well as

himfelf now why the Englijh Ships came fo much upon

their Coafts j and that my difcourfe had fatisfied him to

he full. Be defir'd me to go On to his other Quefiions.

ro his fecond, demanding whether thzEnglifb went bare-

boc like the Indians^\ told him I thought that the Count
){ Gondomar (who had been many years Embaffadour

rom Spain in England ) had fatisfied all the Spaniards

hat doubt , who coming from England to Madrid, and
eing the*e ask'd by fome Courtiers, whether London was
s big as Madrid, and as well peopled? he made" an-

wer, that he* thought there was fcarce a hundred left in

mdon. He provM it from the Guftom of his own
iountrymen of Spain; who when they are to make a

ourney, (hew themfelves two or three days before in

iolours walking with Boots and Spurs, that their Friends

lay take notice that they are departing out of the Town
r City. So faid the Count ofGondomor, I think by this

íere are very few People in London j for when I came
om thence I left them all almoft in Cloaths of Colours*

Doted and fpurr'd as ready to depart and take fome

:>urney. And truly my Von
(
quoth I ) your own Count

ith anfwer'd for me> ?et I fay, the Englifh are fo far

Dm going bare-foot, that they go booted, and are all id

readinefs to move out of Englandfov any Noble and Ge-
:rous Defign > but above all they are ftill ready tor Ame-
za

3
where they know is Abundance of Hides to make

em Boots to cover their Legs, that they may not be

fpe&ed to be like bare-footed Indians. Here Von Mel¿

ior reply'd, 1 pray Sir, when tkey come by Sea to

iefe parts do they come alio booted ai)d ipurr'd ? For
(hould think, when they righf, their Spufe ihould hinder

tm. To this his doubtll anfwer*d firft, as concerning Spurs

the Ships, with the Example ofone ofhis own Nation¿ anJ

Q, ' * of +
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and of the hzft Divines in Spain, living in my time ir

Valladohd calPd Mdeftn.Nunno, (Reader of Divinity

i

r

the Coilcdge of St. Gregory
,
but in his Carriage and experi

enee in the World a fimple NoddyJ who being invited b

a NqdIc man to go with him in his Coach out of the Cit

a müe or two to a Garden of Recreation, went haftily a

bout the College to bonow Boots and Spurs ; and whe
he had put them on, being askd whither he went, an

why he put on Boots and Spurs, anfwer'd that he was tog

in a Coach out of the City, and that he thought the Coac

and Mules would wantfpurs to go and come the foone

Even fomy Von ( quoth Í J the Englijh men come bootc

and fpurr'd in their Ships, to make their Ships Sail tl

fwifter. And this is the Reafon why the Englijh Ships S*

fafter and when they are in fight turn about quicker than

Spanifh Galeón, becaufe they are fpurr'd and kick'd witl

in. O Sir, 1 humbly thank you (Taid Don Melchier ) f<

that by your difcourfe I know the truth of what indeed

have often heard fay, that the Englijh Ships are nimbh
and quicker at Sea than our heavy Galeons. Now as f

fighting, ihtEngltfh mens Spurs ffaid I) are no hindran

to them, but rather a great advantage > for they figl

whh Weapons, with their hands and Feet, where

they exceed the Spaniards h for when chey have Sh
with their Pieces, or cue down with their Swords any En
my, or knock'd him with their Haiberts, then with th<

Feet and Spurs, they tall on him, and foon rid him o

of the way, that he may no more riUap againft thct

All yru have told me ( faid the wife Felazco) ftands wi
fo much Reafon, that my judgment is convinced, j

for eating and facrificing one another like the India

( I told him ) that the Englijh filPd their Bellies fo wi
fat Beefand Mutton, Fowls, Rabbits, Partridges, and Phe

fants, that they had no Stomach at all to Mans Fie!

Ad that truly for Frixoles of garlich, that only clai

ty Difli was wanting in England, and that for Garlick, thi

Rea'ons mov'd the Englijh not to be laviihing of that liti

hey had ; fail, for fear they ihould want it for their He



Chap. XV. of the Weft-indies. 117
cs drenches ; 2ly,for that they felt not themfelves fo much
roubld with Wind, nor puft up with windy and
*m conceits as other nations • but thirdly and chiefly
hey refiain'd from it that they might not fmell of
t, and that by the fcent and fmdl of it afar off at Sea
hey might when they come to the Coait of Ametu
a, fmell cut a Spanijh Ship, and know it from a Hoi-
ander. Here my Don Melchior fell into admiration, ailu-
ingme, he had never heard more folid reafons from any
4an. Alas poor Oiolian of Chiapa ( thought * ) if I had
raken Sence, thy (hallow Brain had not been able to have
:aptover it, but after non-fence thou art eafity carried a-
ay. As for hislaftQueftion, I told him that was above
iy reach, for that poor Friers ought not to meddle with
/omen, neither had my mother ever told me how long
le went with me. But however if Donna Angela would
¡lime how long Ihe went with her Children, I would by
íe Conftellations of the Heavens fearch out againli our next
leering, how long the English Women went with their
.hildren. To this my Don Melchior anfwer'd, that he
ould not trouble me to ftudy what he, thought was not
¡longing to my Profeffion ; but he knew that if I would
udy that or any other hard and difficult Point, 1 could
ve him more and better fatisfaäion than any Scholar in
lat City.

And thus (Reader) by this Don Melcbkn wit and ability
ould I have thee judge of the Gentlemen Criolians or na-
res of Chiapa i and yet as prefumptuous they are and ar-
)gant, as if the Nobkft Blood in the Court of Madrid ran
i their Veins. It is common among them to make
Dinner only with a Di(h of Frixoles in Black Broth
oilM with Pepper and Garlick, faying it is the moil
aurirtimg meat in all the India's and "after this flate-

Dinner they come out to the Street- Door of their
oufes to fee and to be ieen, and there for half an
lour will they ftand ihaking vff the Crums of Bread
om their Cloaths, Bands ( km efpccially from their Ruffs
hen they ufed them ; and from theif Muftachoes. And

Q_ i wi ft
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with their tooth-pickers they will ftand poking their teeth

as if fome fmall Partridge bone tfuck in them h nay if í

friend pais by at that nme, they will be fure to fine

out fome crum or other in the Muftacho ( as if ©n pur

pofe the emms, of the table had been ihaken upon thei

beards, that the lofs of them might be a gaining of credi

for Great Houfe-Keeping ) and they will be fure to ven

out fome Non-Truth, as to fay, A Senor que linda perdk

fe comido oy, O Sir, what a dainty Partridge have I ea

to day I whereas they pick out nothing from their teet!

but a black husk of a dry frixole or Turky bean. Thou¿

great in Blood, and in Birth they fay they are, yet in thei

imployments they are but Rich Grafiers, for moft of thei

Wealth confifteth in Farms of Cattel and Mules. Some ir

deed have Towns of Indians íubjeéfc unto them, when

of they are call'd Encomenderos, and receive yearly fror

every Indian a certain Pole Tribute of £ owls, and Mon;

They have moft cowardly Spirits for War, and thóug

they will fay, they would fain keSpain yet they dai

not venture their lives at Sea '•> they judge ffeepingin

whole skin the beft maxim for their Criolian Spirits. Of

hundred fighting Soldiers would eafily lay low thol

Chiapn Vans, and gain the whole City, which lyeth fo c

pen to theficlds, that the Mules and Affes come in and graf

the Streets being very commodious to entertain Affes froi

within, and from without. Yet in this City liveth con

tnonly a Governour, or Alcalde Major, and a Bi(ho|

The Governours place is of no fmall efteem and interel

for that his power reacheth far, and he tradeth much i

Camo and Cochinil, and domineers, over both Spanian

and Indians at his will and plea fure. But ill gotten Gooc

never thrive, as was feen in Von Gabriel de Orellant

( Governoor oi this City and Country in my time ) wh

having lent the worth of 8000 Crowns in Coch:

nil, Cacao, Sugar, and Hides by the River of Taha

fio, towards, the Havana loft it all into the handsof &

Hollanders, who doubilefs knew how to make better ufe <

it, than would have done that tyrannizing Governour. Tfc

Biihoi



Chap. XV. of the Weft-Indies. 229
Biihops Place of that City is worth at lead 8000 Du-
cats a Year which truly he had need of, that comes fo

far from Spain to live in fuch a City where are füch able

Dons, as Don Melchor de Vehfio, and where Aiks are fo

freely fed and bred. Molt of this Bi(hr>ps Revenues confiit

in grcar Offerings which he yearly receives from the
great Indian Towns, going to them once a year fo con-
firm their Children, whofe confirmation is fuch a means tp
confirm and ftrengthen the Biihops Revenues, that none'
mufl be confirm'd who offer not a fair white Wax-Candle,
with a Ribbon and at kaii four Rials. I have feen rhe
Richer fort offer a Candle at leaft Six Pound Weight
with two Yards of twelve-pen^ Broad Ribbon, the
Candle ftuck from Top to Bottom with Single Rials
round about. Nay the Poor Indians make it the Maitcr-
Diece of their Vanity to offer Proudly in fuch occa-
fions. Don Bernardino de Salazar was the Bifhop of
•his City in my time, who defir'd my Company to ride
with him his Circuit but one month, about the Towns
íear Cbiapa, and then I was appointed by him to
lold the Bafon wherein the Spaniard/ and Indians (whil'ft
ie confirmed their' Children) caft their Offerings,
vhich my felf and another Chaplain did always tell

md can up by good account before we carried the mony
ip into his Chamber, and 1 found at our return at
he Months end , he had receiv'd i6co Ducats of
>nly Offerings > befides the fees due to him for vifi-
ing the feveral Companies , or SodaJlties and Con.
raternities belonging to the Saints or Souls m their Pur-
gatory (which are Extraordinary Rich there) whereof
ie and all other Biihops in their Diifriä take account
early. This Biihop was (as all the reft are there) fome-
*hat covetous, but otherwife a Man of temperate Life
nd Convention, very zealous to reform whatever Abu-
M were committed in the Church, which coft him his
-ife before! departed from Cbiapa to Guatemala. The
V
£
me

?
Q

r
that CiCy

' Pretcnd much W«kneis and Squca-
mihnefs of Stomach

, which they fay i<¡ fo great , that

0^3 'they
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they are not able to continue in the Church while the

Mafs is hudPd over, much lefs while a fokmn high

Mafs C as they call it ) is fung, and a Sermon preach d,

pnlefs they drink a Gup of hot Chocolatte, and eat a

bit of fweet-meacs to ftrengthen their Stomachs, For this

purpofe they were wont to make their Maids bring

thtm to Church in the middle of Mafs or Sermona

cup of Chocolatte; which could not be done to ail, or moft

of them without great Confufion, and interrupting both

Mafs and Sermon, The Bifhop pcrceivbg this Abufe

and having given fair Warning againft it, but without

amendment, thought fit to fix in Writing on the

Chureh- Doors an excomunication againft all fuch as

(hould prefume at the time of Service to cat or drink in

the Church. This excommunication was taken by ali,

but efpecialiy by the Gentlewomen, much to heart, who
protefted if they might not eat or drink in the Church, they

could not continue in it to hear what otherwife they were

bound to. The chief of them knowing what great

priendfliip there was between the Bifhop and the Prior,

and my felf, came to the Prior and me, deiiring us to ufe

all means we could with the Biihop for revoking his

Excommunication foheayily laid on them, and threatning

their Souls with Damnation for the Violation ofir. The
good Prior and my felf Labour 'd all we could, alkdg-

ing the Guflom ot the Country, the weaknefs of the

Sex whom, it moft concerned, alio the weaknefs of their

Stomachs, the Contempt that might thence eniue to his

Per fon, and many Inconveniences which might follow

to the breeding of an uproar in the Church and City,

whereof we had lome probable Conjecture from what al-

readiy we had heard Bat none of thefe Reafons would

move the Bifhop , to which he anfwer'd that he preferred

the honour of God, and of his Houfe before his own
Life. The Women feeing him inexorable, began to

fttomach him the more and to'fleight him wich fcorn-

ful and reproachful Words > others fkighted his Ex-
communication, drinking in Iniquity in the Church, 35 the
1

'•
' v

i
v. u j i-- -, >* < -.
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Fiih doh Water; which caufed one day fuchan uproar in
the Cathedral, that many Swords were drawn againft the
Priefts and Prebendaries, who attempted to take a^ay
from the maids the Chocolat, which they brought to
their miilrefles, who at laft feeing neither Fair nor Foul
means would prevail with the Biihop, refolv'd to forfake
the Cathedral, where theBifhops own and his Prebendaries
eyes muft needs be watching over them, and from that
time moft of the City betook themfelves to the Cloifter-
Churches, where by the Nuns and Friers they were not
troubl'd, though fairly counfelled to obey the com-
mand of the Biihop ; whofe name now they could not
brook, and to whofe Prebendaries they deny'd now all fuch
Stipends for Maffes which formerly they had ufed to beftow
on them, conferring them all on the Friers, who grew
Rich by the poor impoveriih'd Cathedral. This lafted

not long, but the Biihop began to ftomach the Fri-
ers, andtofet up another Excommunication, binding all

the City to refort to their Cathedral \ which the Wo-
men would not obey, but kept their Houfes for a whole
Month > in which time the Biihop fell Dangeroufly fick,

and dehYd to retire to the Cloifter of Dominicans, for
the great confidence he had in the Prior that he would
take care of him in his ficknefs. Phycicians were fent
for far and near, who all with a joynt Opinion agreed
that the Biihop waspoyfon'd* and he himfeU doubt'd not
of it at his death, praying Gcd to forgive thofe that
had been the Caufeof it, and to accept ofthat Sacrifice of
his Life, which he was willing to offer tor the Zeal of Gods
fioufe and Honour. He lay not above a Week in the
Cloifter, and asfoonas he was Dead, all his Body, Head
and face did fo (well, that the leaft touch on any part of him
caufed the Skin to break, and cafl: out white Matter, which
had corrupted and overflown all his Body, A Gentile Wo-
man with whom I was well acquainted in that City, who
was noted to belomewhat too Familiar with one of the
Bilhops Pages, was commonly cenfur'd to have prefetc-
hed fuch a Gup oí Chocolat to be miniftred by the Pagq,

Q.4 whiái
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which poifon'd him Who fo rigoroufly had fot biden

Ghoeolat to be drunk in the Church. My felf heard this

Gentlewoman fay of the deceafed Biihop, that {he thought

few grsev'd for his Death, and that the Women had no rea-

fon to grieve for him, and that fhe iudg'd, he being fuch

an Enemy to Chocóla t in the Church, that which he

had drunk at home had not agreed with his body. And

it became afterwards a Proverb in that Country, Be-

ware of Chocolat of Cbiapa ; which made me fo cau-

tious, that I would not diink afterwards of it in any

Hoofe, where I had not very great fatisfaótion of the whole

Family. The Women of this City are fomewhat light ir

their Carriage, and have karnM from the Devil many en-

ticing Leffons and Baits to draw poor Souls to Sin anc

Damnation* and if they cannot have their Wills, the;

furely Work Revenge by Chocolat or Conierves, 01

feme fair Preterit, which (hall carry death along wit!

ii. The Gentle-woman that was fufpc&ed ( nay was que

ftion'd for the Death of the Biihop ) had often ufed t<

fend me*boxes of Chocolat or Conferves v which I wil

linglyreceiv'd from tier, judging it to be a kind of Gratui

ty for the Pains I took in teaching her Son Latin i rti

was of a very merry and pleaiant Difpofition, which

thought might coniift without Sin i till one day (he fent m
a very fair Plantin wrapt up in a Handkerchief, buries

in (Weet]afmins and Rofes ; when Í untied the Randker

chief,! thought among theFloweis líhouid ñaá fomeRicl

Token, or fome Pieces of Eight, but finding nothing bu

a 'Plantin, I .wondred > and looking further on it,

found worked upon it with a Knife the fafhion of

Heart with two blind Cupid's Arrows (licking in i

dífcovering the poifon'd Heart and Thought of the Peí

fon that knt it. 1 thought it a good Warning to b

cautious of receiving more Prefects or Chocolat fror

fuch Hands, and fo rtturn'd her again her pla'ntii

with shis fliort Rime cut out with a knife on th

Skin, fruta tamfria y
Amar no cria^ as much as to fay, Frui

fo cold,' takes no hold. This Anfwer and Refoluiion c

min
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mine was foon fpread over that little City, which made

my Gentle-woman outragious, which prefently {he ihew'd

by taking away her Son from School, and in many Meet-

ings threatn'd to play me a Chiapaneca trick. But I re-

membicd the BiQiops Chocolat, and io was wary, and

itay'd not long after in that poifoning and wicked City,

which truly deferves, no better Relation than what I have

given of the fimple Dons , and the Chocolat-confedio-

ning Donne?s.

There is yet twelve leagues from this City of Cbiapa, a-

nother Chiapa which deferves better commendations.

This confiits moft of Indians^ and is held to be one ofjhe
biggeil Indian Towns in all America, containing at Jeaft

40G0 Families. This Town has many privileges

from the King of Spain^ and is govern'd chiefly by In-

dians ( with Subordination to the Spanijb Government
of Chiapa ) who choofe an Indian Governour with

inferiour Officers to rule with him. This Governour

may wear a Rapier and Dagger, and enjoys many
other Libenies which other Indians are denied. No
Town hath fo many Dons in it of Indian Blood as

this. Don Philip de Guzman was Governour of it in my
time, a very Rich Indian, who kept commonly in his

Stable a dozen as good Horfes for publiek Shew, and O-
ftenta? ion as the belt Spaniard in the Country. His courage

was not inferiour to any Spaniard, and for defence of fome
Privileges of his Town fued in the Chancery of Guatema-

la the proud and high minded Governour of Chiapa-
3

fpending therein great Sums of ÍVÍony till he had over-

come him, whereupon he caufed a Feaft to be made in

the Town, both by Water and Laod, fo ftately, that truly

in the Court oí Madrid it might have been a&cd.

This Town lyes upon a great River, whereto belong

many Boats and Caneas, wherein thofe Indians have been

taught to aét Sea- Fights, with great Dexterity, and tore-

prefent the Nymphs oí Pamajfiis, Neptune JEolus^ and the

reit of the Heathenifh Gcds and GoddelTes, fo that they

are a Wonder of their whole Nation. They will arm
with
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with their Boats a Siege of a Town, Fighting againft
it with fuch courage till they make it yield, as if they had
becirtrain'd up all their Life to Sea-Fights, Solikewife
within the Town they are as dexterous at baiting of Bulls,

at Juego de Camas, at Horfe races, at arming a Gamp, at all

manner of Spanifh Dances, Inftruments, and mufick,asthe

feed Spaniards. They will ered Towers and Caftles made
of Wood and painted Cloth, and from them fight either

with the ÍBoats, or one againft another, with Squibs, Darts,

and many ftrange Fire- works, fo manfully, that if in ear-

nefl they could perform it as well as they do it in Sport and
Paftime, the Spaniards and Friers might foon repent to

tiave taught them what they have. As for aéimg of

Plays, this is a common part of their folemn Paftimes*

and they are fo Generous, that they think nothing too much
to fpend in Banquets and Sweet-meats upon their Friers,

and neighbouring Towns, whenfoever they are minded
to (hew themfelves m a Publíck Feaft. The Town is ve-

ry Rich, and many Indians in it Trade about the Coun-
try as the Spaniards do. They have learn'd moil Trades

befitting a Commonwealth, and praäife and teach them
wiithin their Town, They want not any Proviiion of Fiih

or Flefh, having for the one that great River joyning to

their Town, and for the other many Eftantia
r
s (as they

call them) or farms abounding with Cattel. Here the

Dominicans bear all the fway, who have a Rich and
ftately Cloifter with another Church or Chappel iubor-

dinateto it. The Heat here is io great, that both Fri-

ers and Indians commonly weai a Linnen Towel about their

Necks to wipe off the conftant Sweat from their Faces, which
makes the Friers fit longer at Dinner than elfe they

would do
?

for that at every Bit and Draught, they

are fain to flop to wipe their dropping Brows. Yet

the Evenings are freíh and cool, which are much made
of there, and fpent in the many Walks and Gardens

whkhjoyn clofe to the River-fide. Two or three Leagues

from the Town , there are two Ingenios or Farms

of Sugar, one belonging to the Cloiilir of the Domi-
minican^
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minkans of the City of Chiapa y the other to the Cloi-

iier of chis Town, which contain near two hundred Black-

norcs, betide many Indians, who are iraploy'd in that

lonftant work cf making Sugar for all the Country.;

Sereabouts are bred great ftoreot Mules, and excellent Hor-
¿s for anyiervice. The Town o[ Chiapa of the Indians,

tnd all the Towns about it want nothing but a more
:empcrate Climate and cooler Air, and Wheat, which
:here cannot be fown > yet for Spaniards and fuch as can-
-jot live without it, it is brought from Chiapa of the Spa-
tiards&nd from about Comatitlan \ yet this is not generally
icknowkdg'd a Want, by reafon of the great Plenty of
Malz which all the Towns enjoy, and which is now more
jfed both by Spaniards and dainty tooth'd Friers than
Bread of Wheat. Yet your poor Spaniards, and fome In-
Hans who have got the trick of trading from them do
>ain not a little in bringing to thefe Towns, Biskets of
vVheaten Bread, which though it be dry and haid, yet be-
:aufc they are novelties to the Indians h they get by chan-
ging them for other Commodities, efpecially of Cotton-
wool, which here is more abounding than in the Valley of
Cepanabajilan

.

Upon this Country of Chiapa cf the Indians Bor des
the Province of Zoques, which is abfolutely the richeft

:>art offhiapa. This reaches on the one fide to Tabaf-
:o, and by the River nam'd Grijalva fends commonly
the Commodities which are in ic with Í4fety to Sf.

John de Vlbua, or Vera Cruz. It trafiques alfo with
the Country of Jucatan by the Haven call'd Puerto Real,
which lyes between Grijalva and Jucatan. Yet thefe
two, the River of fabafco, alias Grijalva, and Puerto Re-
*/, though they be commodious to this Province óf
Zoques, yet they are caufes of dayly Fears to the Spani-
irds, who well know the Weaknefs of them, and that if

1 forain Nation (hculd manfully thruft into that Country

jy
any of thefe two ways, they might fo conquer ail

Chiapa, and from thence pafs eafily to Guatemala. But
:he River of Tabajco lying low, and being fomewhat hot,

v
f> and
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and the Towns about it infeikd with Gnats, and the
diiefeft Commodity there being bar Cacao i have often
difcourag'd both our Englifh and Hollanders, who have
come up feme part of the River, and minding more the

forefeid reafons, than what was forward to be had, have
turn'd back, lofing a Rich Country and flighting an e-

tcrnei name, for few and frivolous prefent Difficulties. In

this Province of Zoques, the Towns are not very big, yet

they be very Rich; the chief Commodities are Silk and
Cochinil s whereof the latter is held the beft of Apenca,
and the itore of it fo great that no one Province ex«

eeeds it* Few Indians there are who have not their

Orchards planied with the Trees whereon the Worms
breed which yield us that rich Commodity \ not that

the Indians themfelves efteem otherwife of it, than
as they fee the Spaniards Greedy after it, offering them
Mony for it, and forcing tHm to Preferve it in thofe

Farts, which have provM t v SuccefsfuI for this kind.

There is great ftore of Siu. this Country, fo that

the Indians make it their grea. nmodity to Employ
their Wives in working Towels fh all colours oí

Silk, which the Spaniards buy, and fend to Spain. !t

is rare to fee what Works thofe Indian Women will

make in Silk, fuch as will (erve for Patterns and Sam-
plers to many School- miftrefles in England. The Peo-
ple of this Country are Witty and Ingenious*, and
Fair of Complexion * the Country towards iabafco

is hot, but wkhin in feme places very cold* There is

alfo Plenty of Maiz> but no Wheat j neither is there

fuch Plenty of Cattel as about Chiapa, but Fowls and
Turkies as many as in other parts. The Province cal-

led ZzldaUs lyes behind this of the Zoqnes^ from the,

North-Sea within the Continent running up tow&rds
Chiapa^ and reaches in fome parts near the borders of

Comathlan North Weil South eaftward it joyns to iuch

Indians who as yet have not been conqutr'd by the

Spaniards^ who malic many Invaííons on the ChrifHan

Indians^ and bum their Towns, and carry away their

Cattel.
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Cartel. The chief Town in this. Province is caffd

Ococingo, which is a Frontier agamít thole Heathens.

This Province is efteem'd Rich by the Spaniards , who
make much of Cacao , which ferves to make their

Chocolatte , and here is great flore of it. There is,

alio another Commodity , great among the Spaniards,

caird Acbiotte, wherewith they make their Chocolatte

look of the colour of a brick. Here is alfo Plenty of
Hogs and Bacon, Fowls, Turkies, Quails, Cattel, Sheep,
Maiz, Hony, and not far from Ococingo, in my time was
fetting up an Ingenio, or Farm of Sugar, which was
thought would prove as well as thofe about Cbiapa of
the Indians. The Country in moll parts is high and hil-

ly h but Ococingo, fiands in a pleafant Valley, enjoying
many Brooks and Streams of Freih Water, and therefore
hath been thought a fit Place for Sugar. Here alfo in
this Valley the Friers have attempted to fow Wheat, which
has proved very Good. Thus, Reader I have ihew'd
you the Country of Chiapa , which as it is compafs'd
about on the one fide by Soconuzco, and from thence al-

moft to Guatemala, by the Province of Suchutepeques, o\\

the other fide by Tabafco, and on the other fide by Ztl~
dales with exceffive Plenty of Cacao and Acbiotte, which
are the chief Drugs for the making of Chocolatte i I will
yet before I depart from Chiapa to Guatemala, fay fome-
whatofrhat Drink fo much uf'd by the Spaniards, and
in my y idgement not to be Alighted, but rather to be
Publiittu and made known to all Nations, whofe Ule
might remedy the great abufe of Wines and Strong Drinks
which too much are efteem'd among us here in Europe,

CHAP,
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CHAR XVI.

Concerning two daily and common Drinks , or Pe*

ticns much ufed in the Indian y called Chocolata
and Atolle.

CHocolatte being now ufed not only over all the We$-

Indias^ but alio in Spain? Italy, and Flanders, with

approbation of many learned Do&ors in Phyfick, a-

mong whom Antonio Colmenero of Ledefma ( who lived

once in the India's ) hath compofed a learned and curious

Treatife concerning the Nature and Quality ofthis Drink í

I thought fit to infert here alfo fomewhat of it concerning

my own Experience for twelve years. This name Cbo-

colaite is an Indian name , and is compounded frorc

Atte, as fome fay \ or as others, Atle
9

which in the

Mexican language fignifiethWater, and from the found

which the water ( wherein is put the Chocolatte ) makes

as Chocos Choco, Choco, when it is ftirred in a Cup b]

an Inftrument cali'd a Molinet, or Mollino, till it b'ubbh

and rife to Frdth. And as there it is a Name compoun
ded fo in Englilh we may well call it a compounded or í

confeéiicn'd Drink, wherein sre found many and fevera

Ingredient?, according to the different Difpofitionof th<

Bodies of them that ufe \u But the chief Ingredient fwith

out which it cannot be made ) is calld Cacao, a kind o

Nut or Kernel bigger than a great Almond, which grow:

on a Tree call'd the Tree of Cacao, and ripens in a grea

Husk, wherein fometimes are found more, fometimes lef

Cacaos, fometimes twenty, fometimes thirty, nay fort;

and above. This Cacao, though, as every Simple, it con

tains the Quality of the four Elements, yet in thecommoi

Opinion of Phyficians, it is held to be cold and dx)

* predominio
v
:\t is alfo in the Subftancc that rules tbci

té
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two Qualities, refiringent and obftru&ive, ofthe Nature of
the Element of the earth. And as it is thui a mixed, and
not a Simple Element, it hath parts corrcfpondent 10 the
reft of the Elements i and particularly it partakes of thofe
which correfpond with the Element of Air, that is heat
and moifture, which are Governed by unftious parts ; there
being drawn out of the Cacao much Butter, which in the
Lulu's I have feen drawn out of it by the Criolian Wo-
üíír , V?,

°int
?dr

f
?"S

-
And !!et noC ihis kern impof-

Gble to believe, that this grain or Nut of Cacao fhould be
fa.d to be firft cold and dry, and then hot and Sff*though Experience be rooo witness, yet inftances will
further clear this truth i and hrft in i he Rubarb, which hath
nit hotandfolubhrparts, and parts which are binding
roldanddry which have a Virtue to lengthen, bind and
top the loofnefs of the belly. Secondly, we fee this clear-
y iptne fteel, which having fo much of theNature of the
:arth, as being heavy, thick, cold, and dry, fhould be thought
anproper for the curing of Oppilations, but rather to be
ipt to mcreafe them i and yet it is given for a proper re
nedy againft them. The Authority of Galen may further
:lear this in the third book of the Qualities of Simples
vherehe teacheth that almoft all thofe medicines, which
o our Senfefeem to be Simple, are notwithftanding natu-
ally compounded, containing in themfelves contrary aua-
ties, that is to fay, a Quality t0 expel and to retain, toin-
raliate and to extenuate, to rarihe and to condenfe. And
n the fifteenth Chapter following jn the fame book he
pts an Example of the broth of a Cock, which move the
fclly

,
and the Flelh hath the Virtue to bind. Yet further

hat this differing Virtue and Quality is found in divers fub-

al
CS

\
0t

fV'
S
.
0( SiffiPle Medi«"T-<ents, he ihews in the

Kit book of hisStmpk Medicines in the feventeenth Chap-
er, bringing the example ofmilk, in which three fubftan-

;
es are found and feparated, that is to fay, the Subftance of

• A t S ?
a 'h the Virtue t0 ft°P the nu* of '** bel-

y, and the Subftance of Whey, whkh is Purging, and
fc»er, as it is exprefs'd, Chap. i 5 . . Alfo we find in

Wine
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Wine which is in the Muft, three fubftances, that is to

fay, earth, which is the chief, and a thinner jub-

ilance, which is the Flower and may be calld the Scum

or froth V and a third fubftance which we Properly ca

Wine i and every one of thefc (ubftances contains in it felt

divers qualities and virtues, in the colour, m the fmell,

and in other Accidents.

And this is very conformable to reafon, if weconhder

that every Element, be it never fofimple, begets and pro-

duceth in the liver four Burners not only differing in

tempfr, but alfo in fuBftancei and begets more or left oí

that Humour, accordiogas the Element hath more or few.

cr parts correfponding to the fubftance of that Humour,

which is moil ingendred. From which Examples we ma,

gather, that when the Cacao is gr.nded and ihrr d, the

divers parts which nature hath given it, do artifiaaH,

and intimately mix themfelves one with another i and fo

the unftious, warn, and moift parts mingled withi the ear-

thyrepreffeth, and leaveth them not binding as they were

before i but rather with a mediocrity, more inclining to the

warm and moift temper of the air, than to the cold and dr,

oftheearthi as it doth appear, when it is made fit to drink,

that icarce two turns are given with the Moimet, when

here arifeth a fatty fcum, by which is teen, how much it

Pamkethof thcoyly part. So that from all that hath beer,

fad thVenotof thofeis well difcover'd, who fpeakmg d

hit drink oí Chcolam, fay, that ft caulethoppdations

ELÍEeÜ* isaftringenf, as it that aftnd.on wae no

ccSeked and moditied by the intimate mixing ot one part

Sth another, by means of the grmd.ng, as ,s faid before. Be-

fid s Sing lb many ingredients, which are naturally hot,

Suft ofnelffity have this Effoft, that is to fay,to open

á Suate, and not to bind. And laying aude more
:

reafon ,

?h truth is evidently feen in the Caca, it felf ",
which it «t

be not ttitred, grinded and compounded to make the Cho-Ä but be eaten as it is in JeFn.it fas many Cn-

ohanand Indian women eat it) it doth notably obftrud and

SXmgs, and make them look of a broken, pale and
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earthy colour, as do thofc that eat earthen ware, as pot5'

or pieces of lime-walls (which is much us'd amongft the

Jpanifh women, thinking that a pale and earthly colour,

hough with obflru&ions and (toppings, well becomes them)
mdfor this certainly in the Cacao thus eaten there is no
)ther reafon, but that the divers fubftances which it con-

atos, are not perfe&ly mingled by the maftications only,

>ut require the artificial mixture, which we have fpoken of
>efore.

The Tree which doth bear this Fruit, isfo delicate, and
he earth where it groweth fo extream hot, that to keep
he three from being confumed by the Sun, they firft plant

>ther Trees, which they call, las Madres del Cacao *, mo-

*

hers of the Cacao h and when thefe are grown up to a
pod height fit to (hade the Cacao Trees, then they plant

he Cacaotals, or the Trees ofCacao > that when they firft

lew themfelves above the Ground thofe tre'es, which are

Iready grown may ihelter them, and as mothers nourifli,

lefend, and (hadow them from the Sun j and the Fruit

loth not grow naked, but many of them (as I have faid

efore ) are in one great husk or cod, and therein be-
des every grain is clos'd up in a white juicy skin, which
le women alfo love to fuck offfrom the Cacao^ finding if

ool, and in the mouth diffolving into Water. There are
.vo iorts ofCacao s the one is common, which is of a dark
slour inclining towards red, being round and pick'efat

le ends ? the other is broader, and bigger, and flatter, and
ot fo round, which they cali, Fatlaxte, and this is

rtiite, and more drying, and is fold a great deal cheap-
r than the former. And this efpecially, more than the
ther caufeth watchfulnefs, and drives away fleep^ and
itrefore is not fo ufeful as the Ordinary, and is chiefly

sent by the Ordinary and meaner fort of People. As for
le reft of the ingredients which make this Chocolattkal
:>nfe&ion, there is notable variety \ for fome put into it

lack Pepper, which is not well approved of by the Phy-
¡cians, becaüfe it isfo hot and dry, but only for one who
lathanry cold liver > but comrnoniy infteadof this Pep.

ft per~
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per they put into it long red Pepper, call'd Chile, whkl

though it be hot in the mouth, yet is cool and moift in th(

operation. It is further compounded with white Sugar

Cinamon, Cloves, Annifeed, Almonds, Hafel nuts, On)m

la, Baintta, Sapyal , Orange Flower Water, fome Mush

and as much oí Achiotte, as will make it look of the colou

of a red bsick. But how much of each of thefc may b

apply'd to fu'ch a Quantity of Cacao, the feveral difpofiti

ons ofMens Bodies muft be fheir rule. The Ordinary re

ceipt of Antonio Colmenero was this h To every hundre

Cacao's, two cods of Chile, call'd long redv Pepper, or

handful of Annifeed and Orejuelas, and two of the Flov

ers cal^d Mechafuchil, or Bainilla, or inftead of this fix r(

fes of Alexandria, beat to powder, two c%ms of Cinnj

mon, of Almonds and Hafel-nuts, of each one dozen ;

¡

white Sugar half a pound, of Achiotte, enough to give

the colour. This Author thought neither Clove, I

Musk, nor any fweet water fit, but in the India's they a

much us'ck Others ufe to put in Maiz, or Tanifo, whi<

is very windy, but fuchdoitonly for their profit, by i

creaímg the quantity oí Chocolatte s becaufe every í

liega or meafure of Maiz containing about a buihel and

half is fold for eight Shillings, and they that fell Chocolat!

fell it for four Shillings a pound, which is the Ordina

Price. The Cinnamon is held one of the ten ingrediei

and denied by none, for that it ¡shot and dry in the thi

degree, it provokes Urine, arid helps the kidneys and rei

of thofe whoare troubled with cofd difeafes, and it isgo

for the eyes, and in Effeä it is cordial, asappearethby t

Author of thefe verfes,

Commoda & miné Cinamonum & renihm affert,

Lumina clarifícate dirá venena fugaU

The Achiotte hath a piercing, attenuating qualify, as
j

peareth by the common practice of the Phjficians of the

¿^experienced daily in the efleds of it, who do give it

their Patients to cut and attenuate the grois humou
wli
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lichdo caufe ftiortnefs of breath , and flopping of Urine
2

I fo it is us'd for any kind of oppilätions, and is gi-

I for the ftoppings which are in thebreaft, or in the re-

n of the Belly or any other part of the Body. This A-
tte alfo groweth upon a Tree in round Husks, which are

of red grains, from whence the Achhtte is taktp, and
t made inte a Pane, and then being dried up, is faihjonM

ícr into round balls or cakes, or into the form of little

:ks, and fo is fold. As concerning the long red Pepper
re are four forts of it v one is call'd Chilchotesh the other
ery little, which they Call Cbilterpin, and thefe two kinds ±
very quick and biting. The other two are call'd, To-

:hiles, and thefe are but moderately hot, for they are

en with Bread by the Indians, as they eat other Fruits.

that which is ufually put into Chocolatte, call'd Chil-
}agua, which hath a broad husk, and is not fo biting as

firft, nor fo gentle as the laft. The Mechafuchily or Bai~

* hath a purgative quality. All thefe ingredients are

ally put into the Chocolatte, and by fome more, accor-

£ to their fancies. But the meaner fort of people, as Blacky

rs and Indians, commonly put nothing into it but Cacao¿

iotte, Maiz, and a few Chiles with a little Aánifeed. And
ugh the Cacao is mingPd with all thefe ingredients,

ich are hoc» yet there is to be a greater Quantity of Cacaoy
[i ofall the reft of the ingredients, which ferve to tem-
the coldnefs of the Cacaos from whence it followeth

t thisChocolatical confeétiori is not fo cold as the Cacao;

fo hot as the reft of the ingredients, but there refults

n the Aótion and rea&iob of thefe ingredients, a mo-
ate temper, which may be good both for the cold and
ftomachs, being taken moderately.

Slow for the making or compounding of this drink, t

II fet down here the method. The Cacao, and the o-

r ingredients muft be beaten in a mortar of ftone, or (as"

Indians ufe) ground upon a broad fione, which they

t Metate, and is only made for that ufe. But firfi the

,redients are all to be dried, except the Achiotie, wh\i

e that they may be beaten to powder, keeping them
?

k i ftiit
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ftillin ftirring, that they be not burnt or become blach

for if they be over-dried, they will be bitter and lofe ú
Virtue. The Cinnamon and the long red Pepper are

be Mk beaten with the Annifced, and then the G*

which muft be beaten by little and little, rill it be all pc

died", and in the beating it muft beturn'd round, tha

may mix the better. Every one of thtfe ingredients n

be beaten by it felf, and then all be put into the Ve

where the Cacao is, which you muft ftir together wit

Spoon, and then take out that Paite, and' put it into

mortar, under which there muft be a little Fire, after

confe&ion is made, but if more Fire be put under than

only warm it, the un&uous part will dry $way.

Achiotte alfo muft be put in in the beating, that it may

bettter take the colour. All the ingredients muft be feai

fave only the Cacao, and if from the Cacao the dry

be taken, it will be the better., When it is well beaten

incorporated ( which will be known by the fhortnefso

then with a Spoon (fo in the Ma's is us'd ) is takei

fame ofthe paite, which will be almoft liquid, and n

into Tablets, or elfe without a Spoon put into Boxes,

when it is cold it will be hard. Thofe that make it

to Tablets, put a fpoon full ofthe pane upon a piece of Pi

( the Indians put it upon the leaf of a plantin Tree ) wh

being put into the ihade (for in the Sun it melts and

iolves)it grows hard i and then bowing the paper or

the Tablet fals off, by reafon ofthe fatntfs of the pafte.

if it be put into any thing ofearth, or Wood, it fticks

and will not come off, but with (craping or breaking.

manner of drinking it, is divers * the one (being the

moft us'd in Mexico ) is to take it hot with Atolle, di

ving a Tablet in hot Water, and then ftirringand bea

it in the Cup where it isto be drunk, with a Molinet,

when it is well fthr'd to a (cum or froth, then tofiJ

cup with hot Atolle , and fo drink it fup by fup. Ant

way is, that the Chocolatte being diffolv'd with cold

ter and ftirr'd with the Molinec, and the fcum taker

and put into another Veffel * the remainder be fet upoi
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'ire, with as much Sugar as will fweeten it, and when it is

farm, then to pour it upon the fcum which was taken

S before, and fo fo drink it. But the moil Ordinary way
:, to warm the Water very hot, and then to pour out half

íe cup full that you mean to drink h and to put into it

Tablet or two, or as much as will chicken reafonably the

yater, and then grind it well with theMolinet, and when
is well ground and rifen to a fcum, to fill the cup with

ot Water, and fo drink it by Sups (having fweetned it with
jgar J and to eat it with a little Conferve, or maple bread,

eep'd into the Chocolatte. Befides thefe ways there is a-

3ther way ( which is much us'd in the 111and of Santo
}omingo) which is to put the Chocolatte into a pipkin,

ith a little Water, and to let it boil well till it be diffolv'd,

id then to put in fufficient Water and Sugar according to

íe Quantity of Chocolatte, and then to boil it again,

nil there comes an oily fcum upon it, and then tp

•ink it. There is another way yet to drink Chocolatte,
hich is cold, which the Indians ufe at fails, to refreih

iemfelves, and it is made after this manner. The Cho-
latte (which is made with none or very few ingredientsJ
ing diflblv'd in cold Water with the Molinet, they take
F the Scum or craífy part, which rifeth in great Quan-
y, efpecially when the Cacao is Older and more putrifi-

, The Scum they lay afide in a little Diih by it felf, and
en put Sugar into that part from whence was taken the
urn, and then pour it from on high into the Scum, ancl

drink it cold. And this Drink is focold, that it agreeth
>t with ail Mens Stomachs \ for by Experience it hath been
und, that it doth hurt, by caufing pains in the Stomach,
Socially to Women. The third way of taking it is the'
oft us'd, and thus certainly itdorh not hurt* neither know
why it may not be uied as well in England as in other
rts both hot and cold; for where it is fo much ufed,
e moft if not all, as well in the India% as in Spain, Italy,
anden (which is a cold CountryJ find that itagreeth well
ith them. Tmci it is, it is ufed more in the hulia\

11 \ t\m
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than in the European parts, becaufe there the Stomac

are more apt to faint than here, and a Cup of Choc
latte well confe&ioned comforts and firengthens the St

mach. For my felf Irrnift fay, 1 ufed it twelve years co

ftantly, Drinking one Cup in the morning , another yet t

fore Dinner between nine or ten ofthe clocks another with

an hour or two after Dinner, and another between fo

and five in the afternoon > and when! was purposed

fit up late to ftudy, I would take another Cup about fev

or eight at night, which would keep me waking till abc

midnight. And if by chance I did negkd any of th<

accuftomed hours, I prefendy found my fiomach fain

And with this cuftom I lived 12 years in thoie pa

healthy, without any obftruehons, or oppilations, 1

knowing what either Ague or Feaver was. Yet wil

not dare to regulate by mine own
5
the Bodies of othc

nor take upon me the skill of a Phyfician, to appoint a

define at what time and by what perfons this Drink n

be ufed. Only I fay, I have known Tome that have b<

theworfefor it, either for Drinking it with too muchí

gar, which hath relaxed their Stomachs, or for Drinki

it to often. For cartainly if it be drunk beyond meaft

hot only this Chocolatte but all other drinks, or me;

though of themfelves tfaey are good and wholefom, tl

may be hurtful. And if fome have found it oppilati

•t hath come by the too too much ufe of it ^ as wl

one drinks over much wine, iftlkad of comforting 2

warming himfclf, he breeds and nouriíhetb cold difeai

becäufe nature cannot overcome it, nor turn íó grea

Quantity into good nourifliment. So he that drit

inuchChocokite, which hath fat parts, cannot make
ftribution offo great a Quantity to all the parts > and t

part which remains in the flcnder veins of the liver n

needs caufe oppilations and obürucaions» Em lailly to c

elude With this Indian drink, I will add what I h

heard Physicians of the Indias fay of it, and have feet

by experience in others ( though neve < I could iind it

my ielf) that ¿bofe that ufe this Chocolate mu<
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yrow fat and Corpulent by it : which indeed may feem

tord to believe > for conlidering that all the ingredients,

except the Cacao, do rather extenuate, than make fat, be-

caufe they are hot and dry in the third degree. And we
have already faid, that the Qualities vihkh dti predominate

in Cacao, are cold and dry, which are very unfit to add

any Subfiance to the Body. Neverthelefs it may beanfwer-

ed that the many unéiuous parts, which have been prov'd

to be in the Cacao, ^re thofe which pinguefie and make
fat i and the hotter ingredients of this compofition ferve

for a Guide, or vehicle to pais to the liver, and the other

parts, till they cometo the flefhy parts ^ and thesre finding

a like Subftance which is hot and moift, as is the unctuous-

part, converting itfeJf into the fame fubftance, it doth
augment and pinguefie. But how then might this Cacao

with the other Indian ingredients be had in England? e-

ven by trading in Spain for it, as we do for other Com-
modities j or not fleighting it fo much as we and. the Hol-

landershwe often done upon the Indian feas , of whom I

have heard the Spaniards fay that when we have taken a

good prize, a Ship laden with Cacao, ¡*i anger and wrath
we have hurl'd over board this good Commodity, not
regarding the worth and goodne($ of it, but calling it in

bad Spain, Cagaruta de Carnero, or Sheeps Dung in good
Engli/h. It was one of the neceffarieft commodities in the

India's, and nothing esariches Chiapa in particular more
than it, whither are brought from Mexico and other parts,

the Rich Bags oí Patacons, only for this Cagamta de Car-

which we call Sheeps Dung* The other Drinknero

much us'd in the India's is call'd Atolle, of which I will

fay but a little, becaufe I know it cannot be usd here.

This was the Drk;k of the ancient Indians , and is a

thick Pap made of the Flour of Muz, taking off the

Husk from it, which is windy and Melancholy, This
is commonly carried by rhe Indian Women to the Mar-
ket hot in pots , and there is fold in cups. The Cri~

olian Students , as we go to a Tavern to Drink a cup
of Wine, fo they &o in Company to the Pablick* Markets,

R 4 and
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and as publickly buy and drinkiby mcafure of this Atolle^

which fometimes is feafoned with a little Chile, or long

Pepper, and then it pleafeth thembeft. But the Nuns and
Gentlewomen have g©t a trick of confeétioning it with

Cinnamon, Sweet-wateis, Amber, or Musk, and ftore oi

Sugar, an d thus it is held to be a moll ftrong and nourifh-

ing drink, which the Phyficians do prefcribe unto a weak

body, as we do here our Almond-milk. But of whai

England never knew nor tailed, I will fay no more

but harten my pen to Guatemala^ which hath been my fe«

cond pama.

CHAP. XVII.

Shewing my Journey from the City of Chiap2

unto Guatemala , and the chief flaces in th

way.

THe time now being come that I was to leave the litt
1

City of Cbiapa , I took fome occafion before-han

to take my leave of my beft friends, whofc children I ha

taught, and at my departure I muft confefs I found thei

kind and bountiful, except it were Donn$ Magdalena t

Morales, from whom I did not expeot, neither did I defii

*anytarewel, or adieu token» But among all, the Goven

ours wife was moft liberal unto me, fending me mar

boxes ofAromática! Chocholatte, and one extraordinai

great box with four feveral divifions of diiferent Conferv

gilt over, befides many Maple breads, end Biskets ma;

Ijvith Eggs and Sugar, a prtfent it was which might ha^

$cen (ent to a greater man than to a poor wcrthlcfs Mei

dicant Fryer, and with this in a handkerchief a dozi

Pieces of Eight. Don Melcbiorde Velazco yet exceeded h<

in words and complements, I mean, but in deeds, he ar

all the crew of the Giolians muft think to come fhort

'« i- - "
"

the,
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hem who are born in Spain. The firftTown I went unto

ns Theopixca fix leagues from Cbiapa , a fair and great

"own oí Indians, who are held to be t*ext unto the ludi-

ns of the other Cbiapa in fitting and riding a horfe. In

bis Town is nothing fo confiderable as the Church, which

> great and ftrong, and the muiick belonging unto it fweet

nd harmonious. The Vicar or Curate of this place was

me Fryer Peter Martyr a Criolian, whom I knew could not

ndure the Prior nor me, yet he would dfflemble a love

omplemental exceeding weli, and in outward (hews raife

t up to gradus ut ofto. He knowing my prevalency with

he Prior, durJt not but give me very good entertainment

vhich continued two days, until 1 was weary of his com-

plements.

The thu;d day I took my leave of him, who would not

fet leave me, but would conduéfc me to Comitlan, whi-

ter 1 was invited by the Prior of that Gloifter, named

Fryer Ihomas Rocolazo a French man, who being a ftran-

jer to the Spaniards ( for befides him and my íelf there

was no other ftranger in that Country J delired acquain-

tance with me, which he began to fettle by meeting me
at the halfway with many Indians on Boríe-bsck, having

provided an harbour where we might more conveniently

confer and reft while our Chocplatte and other refreshments

were provided. But the Criolian Peter Martyr was not a

little envious, ( as I was afterwards informed -in theGloiikr)

to fee me fo much made of and efieerned in the Country/

yet his fair words and complements far exceeded the fince-

rity and down-rightmis of my French friend. At Comh-
lan I ftay'd a whole week, riding about with the Prior

unto the Indian Towns, and down :he hill to the valley

ot Copanabaftla, where I injoy'd much paflime arid reae-

ation among the Fryers and Indians, and was feaikd af-

ter the manner of the Country, which knoweth more of

an Epicurean diet than doth England, or any part of Eu-
rope; nay I am perfwaded ( and I have heard Spaniards

confefs it ) that Spain hath taken from the India's lince,

the conqueft many kffon^ for the dreffing of fcveral dilhes

and
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and.compleatinga feaft or Banquet. After the week v
ended my French friend the Prior conduced me to J

qmntenango, to fee me well furnifhed up the Mountains
Cucbítmatlanes. This Town fas I have formerly obfervN
fiandeth almofi at the end of the Valley of Copanabajl
and within two leagues of the Cucbumatlanes. It is o
of the fineft Indian Towns of all the Province oiCbia}
and very Rich, by Reafon of the much Cotton woollin
and efpecially by Reafon of its fituation ; (landing in t

Road-Way to Guatemala, all the Merchants of the Cou
try that trade with their mules that way, pafs through ti

Town, and there buy and fell, enriching it with their mor
and far brought Commodities. It is moft plentifully ft

red with fruits, eípeciaüy with what they call Pina's
Pine fruit. It ftandeth clofe by the great River, whi
runneth to Chiapa of the Indians, and hath its fpring n
far oft from the Cucbumatlanes, and yet at this Town
very broad and deep. No Man nor bead Travelling to Ga
témala, cm go into it, or from Guatemala can go out
it, but by ferrying over, And the Road b ;ing much u<

and beaten by lravdlers, and by fuch as they call Requ
of mules ( every Requa confifting of' 50 or threefco
mules) this Ferry is day and night imploy'd, and yiel

much treafure to the Town at the years end. The India
of the Town befides the ferry boat, have made mai
other little boats, orCanoa's to go up and down the R
ver. Hither when the Prior of Comtthn had broug
me, we were waited for by the Vicar or Fryer ofthat Tovi
with the chief and principal Indians, and moft of the C
noa s. As we ferryed over the little Canoa's went befo
us with the Queritters of the Church finging before u

and with others founding their Waits and Trumpets. Tl
Fryer that lived in this Town was call'd Fryer Hieronyt

de Guevara, little in flature, but great in ftate, pride ar

vanity, as he (hewed himfeif in what he had provide
for us both of Fiih and Fleih. A brave Proftffor or vow-
of Mendicancy and poverty he was, who in tweh
years that he had lived in the Town, what by mtunmir
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of Maffes for the dead and living, what by (hearing and

fleecing the poor Indians, what by trading and traffick-

ing with the Merchants that ufed that Road, had got fix

hundred Duckats
3

which he had ient to Spain to the

Court of Madrid, to trade with them Simoniacally for the

Biíhoprick of Cbiapa, which if he obtained not, (yet when

I came nut of the Country the report went that he had

obtained it ) he would and was well able with a fecond

fupply to obtain a better. After two days feafting with

him, he and the Prior of Qomitlan both joyned their Pow-

er and Authority to fee me well manned with "Indians

to the tírít Town of the Cuchumatlanes. A Mule was

prepared to carry my bedding, ( which we commonly

cairyed with us in chefis or leather calFd Petaca's j

another Indian to carry my Petaquilla wherein was my
Chocolatte and all implements to make it} and three more

Indians to ride before and behind toguide me; but to all

thefe nothing was to be paid, ( leíi a cuftom of paying

fiiould be brought in, for fo they do&rined me as a no-

vice in that Country,) except it were to give them a Cup
of Chccholatte if I drank in the way, or when I came to

my journeys end* Here 1 took my leave oí my good

French friend, ( who yet continued friendfhip with me
by frequent letters to Guatemala ) and of my low but

high minded Guevara , who bad me exped no friend-

ly entertainment, until I were well pafled over the C«-

cbumatlams and arrived at Sacapula , which was four

days journey from thence. Yet he to!d me I might

demand what fervice I lift from the Indians, and call for

what I had a mind to eat without paying any mony
fo that I did write down my expences in the common
Town Book.

Thus I went away from my friends fomewhat heavy,

haying no other company but unkown Indiant, leaving

a'pleaiant and deiightfom vaiJey behind me, and fee-

ing nothing before me but high and fteepy hiiis and

mountains, and confidering that \n four or five days I

(hould fee no more gallant Dominicans and of-mine owa
pnieL
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profeffion. Now I wiihed 1 had the company of my Me-
lendez and other friends, who were a comfort one to ano-
ther upon the hills and rocks of Maquilapa. Yet at laft

I concluded, up Englijh heart and courage, quondam b<ec

memimjfe jptvabit. Though the Mountains feemed high
a far off, yet as I travelled on, I found the way lie be-

tween them very eafieand paffablc,and met now and then

Reguas of mules, which were no little comfort unto me
toconfider, if they being heavily laden could go through
thofe Mountains, my Mule that had in me but a light bur-

den would eafily overcome anydanger-, it comforted me
alfo to confider that there were Towns ( though but little

ones) where I might reft every night. The further I

went, the better and more open I found the Road v Only
the rain and dirt troubled me, which 1 couíd not avoid,

it being the end of September¿ oras there they reckon, the

end of Winter. The htli Town I came toamongft thofe

Mountains was called St. Martin, a little Place of fome
twenty houfes. I went to the houfe that belonged to the

Francifcan Fryers ( who fddom in the year came to that

poverty of houfe and houfe room ) where I lighted and
caufed the Indians to be called, who were appointed to

give attendance to travellers and paffengers. I found thern

very tradable and dutiful, bidding me welcome, bringing

me hot water for my Ghocolatte, which I drahk off hear-

tily, and gave unto my Indians of Izquintenango, who re-

íreíhed themfelves apd their mules well for nothing, this

being a cuftom among thofe Towns in the Road to wel-

come one another whensoever they come with travellers.

I might hive had for my (upper any thing that place would
afford, but I made choice of a Pullet, which I thought

would be cheapen for the poor Indians, I was glad I had
brought with me a good bigFraico, as they call it, or bottle

of Wine, for I began already to find the Cuchumstlanef

cooler than the valley oíCoppowibúfUa. My bed w^smade
in a little thatched Gobe, and Indian boys appointed to

deep in the next roonä to me, ancko be at hand it in the

night I (hould want'^y thing. Thus having appointed

what
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what attendance I had need of in the morning to the next
Town difcharging the Indians that had brought me from
Izqttintenango, I went unto my reft, which I took as qui-

eüf as iff had been in the company of my bed friends.

The next day being accompanied by two Indians, having
fent my carriage by another, 1 took my journey to the next
Town, which IscalTdCuchumatlangrande, becaufe it ftan-

deth on the higheft part of thofe Mountains, and in the

way the Indians (hewed me the head fpring or foun-
tain of the great River of C¿*j/>¿jofthe Indians, which is

the only remarkable thfog in that Road. Cucbumatlan
grande is a Town a little bigger «han St Martin^ and of
Indians vqry courteous, who are ufed and beaten to day-
ly travellers, and fo make very much of them. Here I

was entertained as the night before» and found the poor
Indians willing to give me whatfoever I demanded for

my better andfafer guiding and conducing the next day,

and that night for my fupper what I pleafcd to call for,

without any pay, but only writing down my name and ex-
pences with the day and month in their common book of
accounts. This are thofe poor wretches brought to by the
Fryers and commanding Juftices, (hough of themfelves

they h>veno moie than a Milpa oí Maiz as they term it,

or a little Indian Wheat Plantation, with as much Chile as

will fuffice them for the year, and what thp Merchants and
Travellers give them voluntarily, which is little enoughs
From this Town I would not follow the Road to the next,
which was a long journey of feven or eight leagues with*
out baiting by the way j and alfe becaufe I had been infor-

med at Cbiapa and at Copanabajila of a ftrange piéíure of
our Lady, which was amongft thofe Mountains in a little

Town of Indians calfd Chiantla , which in this days jour-

ney being not above a league out ofmy way, Í was refoU
ved to fee. The ways were bad, lying out of the Roaa^
yet by noon I got to Chiantla, which is a Town belonging
unto Mercenarian Fryers, who doubtkfs would not be
able tofubfift in fo poor a place, had they not invented
ihatloadftone of their pidure of Maty and cried it: up for

miracu--.
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miraculous, todraw people far and near, and all Travellers

from the Road to pray unto it, and to leave their gifts and
alms unto them for their Prayers and Maffes. Such an in-

come of treafureand riches hath been got from deluded and
ignorant fouls to this beggarly Town, that the Fryers have

had wherewith to build a Cioifter able to maintain four or

five of them. The Church is richly furniihed, but efpecial.

ly the high Alta^, where the Pióture ílanderh in a Taber-

nacle with half a dozen curtains of Silk, Sattin, Cloth of
gold, with borders of gold-lace before it, wearing a rich

Crown of gold, thickly befet with Diamonds and other

precious fiones. There hang before it at leaft a dozen
rich lamps of (liver * and in the Veflry of the Church
are many Gowns, Candleflicks of filver, Cenfers toburn
Frankincenfe before it, befides rich Copes , Vefiments ¿

Ornaments , for the Altar > and hangings for all the

Church.

To conclude here is a treafure hid in the Mountain i O
that it could be found out to do the Lord fervice ! I was
welcomed, to this place by thofe Fryers, who were ftrangers

untóme \ my head was filled that day by them with rela-

tions of ftrange and many miracles, or lies, which they told

me of that Pi&ure •, but the heavinefs of my head did me
good in iomething, for it made me more drowfie at night

and apto to take good reft. The next day I got into the

Road again, and went to the laft Town of thefe Cuchu-
matlanes calFd Chautlan, where I ftay'd all that day and
night, and fent before a letter to the Prior of Sacapula
of my going thither the next day. In Chautlan I was very
kindly ufed by the Indians, and liked the Town the better

for the excellent grapes which there I found, not planted
like Vineyards, but growing up in Arbours, to (hew that if

that land were planted, it would certainly yield as good
grapes for wine as any are in Spain. They are carried

from that place to Guatemala, which /lands from it near

40 leagues, and are fold about the iireets for rarities

and great dainties i and well may they, for .from Mexk»
to Guatemala ibexe are none like them. The next morn-
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ing I madehafte tobe gone, that I might come thefoon-

er to Sacapnia , where I was to find them of mine
own profeffion, with whom I kn£wl might flay and reft

1 whole week if I pltafed. I had not rid above three

leagues , when 1 began to difcover at a low and deep bot-

tom, a pleafant and goodly Valley, laced with a River,

whofe water receiving the glorious brightnefs of fbxbus
beams, reverberated up to the top of the Mountain a

delightfojme profped to the beholders j the more I hafted

to that feeming Paradiie, the more did the twinkling and
wanton firc-am invite me down the hilh which I had no
fooner defcended, but I found in an Arbour by the water
Gde the Prior of Sacapnia tymfäf with a good Train of
Indians , waiting for me with a cup of Chocolatte. At
the firft I was a little daunted to behold the Prior, who
looked moft fearfully with a bladder from his throat fwel-

led alnioft round his neck, which hung over his fhoulders

Hid breaft, andftay'd up his chin, and lifted up his head
fo, that he could fcarce look any whither but up to hea-

ven. In our difcourfe he told me that difeafe had been
upon him at icaft ten years, and that the water of that

River, had cauied it in him, and in many oibers of that

Town. This made me now as much out of love with
the River, as above the hill Í had liked the goodly fight

of it, and therefore refolv'd not to ftay fo long in that

place as I had thought, left the water (hould mark me
for all my life, as they had clone this Prior*, whofe name
was Prior John de la Cruz y a Bifcain born , and ( like,

iome of that nation ) a little troubled with the firnples

but a good hearted man, humble and well beloved over
all the Country, both by Spaniards and Indians. When
I came to the Town I difcovered many men and women
with bladders in their throats, like the poor Prior, which
made me almoft unwilling to drink there any Chocolatte.
made with that water, or eat any thing drelTed with it,

until the Prior did much encourage me, and told me that

it did not hurt all, but only fome, and thofe who did

drink it cold *> whertwith I refolv'd to flay these fouror

five
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five days becaufe of the old Priors importunity, wh

would fain have had me continue to live with him, pre

mUlng to teach me the Indian language in a very fho:

time But higher matters calling me to Guatemala, 1 «

cufed my felf, and continued there five days with mac

recreation. The Town though it be not in the genet.

very rich yet there are fome Indian Merchants who trac

about the Country, and efpecially to Suchutepeques, wht

is the chief flore of Cacao, and thereby fome of this Tow

of Sacapula, have inriched themfelvesv the reft oft!

people trade in pots and pans, which they make ofan car

{here fit for thai purpofe. But the principal Merchandi

of this place is Salt, which they gather in the mornir.

from that ground that lyeth near the River. Tneair is he

bv reafon the Town ftandeth low, and compaifed wii

¿tí hills on every fide. Befides many good fruits whu

are here, there are Dates as good as thofe that come fio

Barban , and many trees of them in the Garden belong»

fo the Cloifter. After I had here wearied out the wea,

nets which I brought In my bones from the Cucbumatlan,

1 departed taking my way to Guatemala, and from Sac

tulal went to a Town cali'd St. Atitu, or St. Andrm

which ftandeth fix or feven leagues from Sacapula, & gre

town, but nothing remarkable in it, Cave only Como

wool and Turkic, and about it iome rich Eftantias

Farms ofCatteL which are commodioufty feated here,

beLaplain Champaign Country. Yet at the further e,

of this Plain there is a Mountain wh.ch difcourageth wi

the fieri all fuch as travel to Guatemala. From St. Andr

Prepared my felf for the next days journey, which was

nin fong leagues, to a very great Town ca.ld by tv

%£L by fome Sacualp*, by other, Sta-Mana Zojak

to the which I could not go without^palling over th

fountain. 1 f<nt word of going to Zojabab the day t

ScTasis thecultom there) that Mules and horfes m.g

meet me upon the Mountain , and the night before I we

Ta Rancho f which is a lodge bu»lt for travellers to r

"heniZ ioumey is long ) which tood within a leagueto a

.wr
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he Mountain by a Riv<ar, where with the waters murmur

nd refreihing gales I took good reft. In the morning ha-

ing refreihed my fclf, and my Indians with Ghocolatte, Í

:t out to encounter with that proud Mountain > and when

came unto it 1 found it not fo hard to overcome, as I had

onccited, the way lying wirh windings and turnings >

iut the higher I mounted the more my eyes were trou-

kd with looking to the River below, whofe rocks were

nough to aftoniih and make a flout heait tremble. About

ie middle of the mountain the Indians of Zobajab met us,

rith a mule for me, and another for my carriage in a nar-

m paffage whemthe way went wheeling. Here I light-

d, whilft the Indians helped one another to unload my
rft mule and get mc a freih one. Out of she narrow way

ie fide of the Mountain was fteepy, and a fearful pred-

ice of two or three miles to the bottom, almoft bare of

rees, here and there one only growing. My heart was

rye unto me, wilhing me to walk up a foot until I came

nto fome broader paffage » but the Indians perceiving

ay fear, told me there was no danger i afluring me further

lat the Mule th</y had brought was fure, and had bceni

rell ufed to that mountain. With their petfwaiions I

,ot up, but no fooner was 1 mounted when the Mule be-

an to play her pranks and kick, and to leap out of the

ray, cafting me down and her felf, both rouling and turn-

ling ap?,ce to the rocks, and death, had not a Shrub pre-

entcd me, and a tree flopped the Muks blind fury. The

ndians cried out, milagi°o-> milagro, miracle, miracle, Santo¿

lauto, a Saint, a Saint, to me fo loud as if they would have

ad their cry reach to &?me to help forward my canoniza-

ion ; for many fuch mi racks have by fome been noifed at

Umti and with further contribution of mony have been

nrolled in the book and ,
Catalogue oí Saints. Whilft

he Indians helped me up and brought the Mule-agaiii

nto the way, they did nothing -but flatter me with this

erm Saint > which they needed not have done, if as they

ontidcred my dangerous fait ar.d Hopping at a (hrub

which was by chance, and not by miracle J they had fur*

S. «he*
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ther confidered my paffion and hafty wrath (not befittin

a Saint) wherewith I threatned to baft their ribs for di

ceiving me with ä young Mute not well accuftomcd to tl

faddle. But all my hafty words and anger could not di

credit me with them, nor leffen their conceit of my hoi

nefss and fan&ity, who hold the anger and wrath of a Fri<

tobe the breath ofGods noftrils, and with this their foe

iih conceit of me, they kneeled before me kiffing my hane

The butinefs being further examined, they confeffed th

they had been miilaken in the Mules, having fadled f

sne that which fhould have carried my Petacas or leathc

chefts, which was a young Mule acquftomed only tocan

ages5
and not to the faddle, and upon that which (hoi

have been fadled they put my carriage. Whilfl they u

loaded and loaded again and fadled the right Mule, I wal

cd up the hill about a mile, and when they overtook mc

got up and rid till I met with my refreíhing harbour ai

Chocolatte, and many Indians that came to receive n

among whom it was prefently noiied that I was a Sai

and had wrought a miracle in the way v with this the r

'©f tiit Indians kneekdto me and kified my hands, and

the way that we went to the Town, all their talk vi

©f my fanäity. I was much vexed'|at their fimplici

jbut the more they faw me unwilling to accept of that I

rsour, the more they preffed it upon me. When I cai

to the Town I told the Fryer what hat happened, ai

what the fooliih Indians had conceited* at wl^chhe laug

ed, and told me that he would warrant me it 1 flayed lo

in the Town, all the men and women would come

lifs my hands and to offer their gifts unto me. He km
well their qualities, or elfe had taught them this fupeifti

on with many others* for no foonerhad we dined, t

many were gathered to the Church to fee the Saint tr

was come to their Town, and that had wrought a n

racle in the mountain as he came. With this I began

be moie troubled than before, at the folly of the fim|

people, and deiired the Fryer to check and rebuke the

who by no means would, but rather laughed at it, ft

ir
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ing, that in policy we ought to accept of any honour from
the Indians, for as long as we had credit and an- opinion

of Saints among them» folong we ihould prevail to do any
thing with them, yea even to command them and their

fortunes at our pleafure. With this I went down with the

Fryer fothe Church, and fat down with him in a chair in

the Quire, reprefenting the perfon of fuch a Saint as they

imagined me to be, though in realty and truth but a wretch-

ed (inner.

|
No fooner had we taken up our places, when the Indi-

ansy men, women and children came tip by three amhfimr,
or whole families to the Quire, firft kneeling down for my
bleffing, and then killing my hands, they began to fpeak
to me in their Indian complements to this purpofe, that

their Town was happy and doubtlefs.blc fled from heaven
by my coming into it, and that they hoped their fouls*

ihould be much the better if they might partake of my
prayers to God for them. And for this purpofe fame of-

fered unto memory, fome hony, fome eggs, fome little

nantles, fome plantins, and other fruits, fome fowls, and
~ome turkies. The Fryer that fat by me I perceived was
)verjoyed with this, for he kne^v I was to he gone, and
vould leave unto him all thofe offerings. I defircd him
o make anfwer unto the Indians in my behalf, excuiing

ne as not well verfed in their language (yet the fools if

hey thought and judged me to be a Saint, might have ex-
uded from me alfo the gift of tongues) which he did,

elling them that I had been but a while in that Country*
md though I underftood part of their language, yet could

lot fpeak nor pronounce it perfeótly, and therefore from
ne he did give them hearty thanks for the great love they
lad (hewed unto an Embafládour of God, wuneffing it

vith fo many forts of offerings, which ¿flu redly ihould

crriind him and me of our offerings for them, in our pray-

rs and hearty recommendations of them and their chil-

Iren unto God. Thus was that Ceremony ended, the In-
dians difiniffed, and the Fryer and Í went up to a cham-
ber, where he began to tell his eggs and fowls, and to dif-

S a pole
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pofe of fome of them for our (upper \ he told me he woul<

take them, but at my departure would give me fotnewha

for them > he bad me keep what mony they had given m(
a*¡nd told me I was welcome unto him, and no burthenfor

gueft, but very profitable, who had brought with me ftor

of provifion for my felf and for him many days after. Th
mony I received came to forty Rials, befides twenty whic

he gave me for the other offerings, which might be wort
forty more \ all this I got for having a fall from a Mule, an

for not breaking my neck I would fain have departed Ú
next mornings but John Vidall ( fo was the Fryer named
would not permit me, for that the next journey was of í

leaít lo leagues, and therefore he vtfould have me reft rr

felf the next day.

This Town of Zobajah, or Sacapula is the biggeft an

faireft of all the Towns that belong unto the Priory t

Sacapula i the Indians are rich and make of their Cottoi
wool many mantles," they have plenty of hony, and gre¡

flocks of goats and kids v but here, nor in all the Towi
behind there is no wheat, fave only Indians Maiz. Tl
next day fome (mail offerings fell unto me, but nothing lil

the day before*, and fo I told the Fryer, that now tl

peoples devotion was decayed, I would be gone in tl

morning before day. That night the chief Indians j

the Town came to offer their fervice and attendance upc

me to ä Rancho or lodge that ftandeth in the middle waj
but Í would not accept of the great ones, but defired th

I might have three only of the meaner fort to guide n

tul Í met with company from the Town whither I w
going, and whither 1 had fent warning of my comin
The time appointed was three of the clock in the mor
fog i at which hour after a little flecp I was called, ar

having drunk my Chocolatte, and eat a maple bread w'n

a little Conferve, I prepared my felf for my journey, ar

found the Indians ready waiting for me in the yard, wii

pieces of pine- wood, which burn like torches, and wii

which they ufe to travel in the night, and to ihew tl

way to him whom they guide, A littkfrom (he Town v

hi
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had feme craggy ways, which indeed had need of lights»

but afterwards we came into a plain champaign Country*

which continued till within a league of the middle way
lodge s to the which we were to deicend a fteep hill. When
we came thither ( which was about feven in the morning )
we found our freih fupply waiting for us, who had fet out

from their Town at midnight to meet us ( note the Indi-

ans fubjeótion to their Priefts command ) and had made
usa fire, and warmed water for our Chocolatce. Which
whilft I was drinking, the Indians of Zobajab, who had
guided me thither, gave notice to thoie that came to re-

ceive me from St. Martin ( fo was the Town called whither

I was that day minded ) ofmy miracle andfandity, with-

ing them to reverence and refpeéfc me in the way* But

not for this their fooliih report did I make the Indians of
Zobajab drink every one a cup of Chocolatte, and fo dif-

mifled them \ and took forwards my journey to St. Martin.

Moft of the way was hilly and craggy till we came within

two miles of the Town j to the which we arrived by
noon. This Town is cold, ftanding high, yet pleafant

for the profpecS almoft to Guatemala \ here^ and in moft
of the Towns about it is moft excellent Wheat. The
hony of this Town is the beft in the Country ; but above
all it furniiheth Guatemala with Quails, Partridges, and
Rabbits, ft is the firft Town we enter into belonging to

the City and command of Guatemala > which did not a
little comfort me, that now I wanted but one godd jour-

ney to make an end ofmy long, tedious, and wearifom tra-

velling. The Fryer of this Town^ named Thomas de la

Cruz, belonged unto the Dominican Cloiítor oí Cuaterna*
la; he was a Criolian, but yet he entertained me very
lovingly. I {%ed with him but that night. And in
the morning ( though I might have gone to dinner to Gua-
temala J I would needs go by the way to one of the big-

geft Towns in that Country, called Cbimaltenang®, ftanding
in an open valley three leagues from the City, confining
of a thoufand houfe-keepers, and rich Indians who trade
much about the Country. In thisTown in my tims there

S J w#s
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was pne Indian, who alone had beftowed upon the Church
five thoufand ducates. The Church yields to none in the
City oí Guatemala, and in raulick it exceeds moft about the

Country. The chief feait of Chimaltenango is upou the 26.

day oijuly^ Cwhich they call St. Anns day J and then is the

richtft fair that ever my eyes beheld in thofe parts oí all

forts of Merchants and Merchandize» It is farther fet forth

with Bull-baiting, Horfe-racing, Stage-plays, Mafques,
Dances, Mufick, and all this gallantry performed by the

Indians oí che Town. The Fryer of this Town was a

Dominican, belonging to the Cloifter of the Dominicans
of Guatemala, named Alonfo Hidalgo, a four-eyed old man,
for he always wore fpedacles. He was a Spaniard born,

but having been brought up in that Country from his youth,

and having taken his habit and vows in Guatemala amongft

the Criolians, he degenerated from his birth and Country-
men, hating all fuch as came from Spain. He was a dead-

ly enemy to the Provincial (aiming indeed himfelf to be
Provincial with the favour of the Criolians ) and fo \ per-

ceived he would have picked a quarrel with me, whilft I

was with him \ he told me i was welcome, though he had
little rcafdn to bid any welcome that had come from Spain,

who he thought came but to iupplant thofe that had been
born and brought up rhere in their own Country,and that

for ought he knew, I learning the language oí thofe Indi-

ans might one day difpoflefs him of that Town, wherein
he had continued above ten years 5 he inveyed much a-

gainft the Provincial 3nd Fryer John Baptiji the Prior of

Guatemala, whore he knew to be my friend , but to all this

I anfwered not a word, refptdting his grave and old age,

and Cryfial fpeéhcles." At laft he told me that he had heard
fay, that the Indians ofZ^ajablnd cryed me up for a Saint,

which he could not believe; of any, that came from Spain',

much lefs ofme that came from England a country of he-

sxtickf*, but he feared r^iher that I might come as a ipie,

to view the riches of that their Country, and betray them
hereafter to England ; md that in Guatemala there were ma-
uy rich pieces, eipeciaRy a pi¿turc oí our Lady, and a lamp

Ml
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in the Cloifter of the Dominicans, which he doubted not

but I would be careful to pry into. Bat; all this I put up

with a jeft, faying, I would be fure to take notice fiifl of

the riches of his chamber in Pi&ures, hangings, and rich

Cabinets, and that if the Englijh came thither in any üme„

1 would iurely conducä them to it *, and if he himfelf would

but caufe a let of teeth of filver to be fet in his gums and

jaws in ftead of thofe leaden ones, ( for he was fo old that

he had loft alt his teeth, and had got feme of lead in theie

ftead ) then furely I would alio conduit the Englijh to him

as to a rich prize for his teeth, and that I would warrant

him he ihould be well ufed for his outward and inward

riches » and that this my counfel might be profitable and

of confequence to him, I told him, that if the Englifk

ihould come, cettainly they would try of what mettal his

teeth were made, thinking that they might be of fome

rare andexquifite fubftance found only in that Country,

and fo might caufe him to drink fuch hot and fcalding

broath, (to try whether they were lead J as might melt

them in his mouth, and aiake the felted lead run down
his throat, which if they were officer they would not doa

He perceived that I Reared him, and fohe let me alone»

I was glad Í had put him out of his former byas of railing >

fo dinner being ended, I told him I would not flay fupper9

but go to Guatemala to a light fupper in the Cloiikr, for

that he hid given me fuch a dinner, as I fcartd I Chould

not have digeited it in few days, 1 ckilred him to let me
have Indkns to guide me to Guatemala, which he willingly

pertermed, peradventure fearing that if 1 flayed íuppejc

with him, I ihould melt the teeth in his mouth with fome
fcalitng cup of my GhocolatteHsrought from Chiapa-> or

tha? iu the night 1 (hould rifle or plunder his Chamber of
his rich Idols and Ebony Cabinets, The Indians being come5

Imadehafte to be gone from that four-eyed Beaft, being

now deiirous of a conftant reft in Guatemala. Within a

league from this Town of Chtmaltenango, the Road way
leaviog that open, wide,' and fpacious valley, contraéis and

gathered* in jit felf between hills and mountains (tending-

S 4 on
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on each fide, and fo continueth to the City. From thi

Valley unto Guatemala, neither is there any afcent or de

ícent, but a plain, bsoad and iandy way. The eye hatl

much to view, though compaffed with Mountains, in the£

twolaft leagues \ for yet it may behold a Town of Indian

which taketh up trioft ofthe way, and is counted as big a

Cbimaltenango, if not bigger, the houfes lying fcatterei

with a diftance one from another, mingled with man

fail buildings of Spaniards-, who refort much thither fror

the City for their recreation. 'This Town is called Xace

tenango, of a fruit named Xocotte, wich is moft pkntifi

there, and all about the Country : it is frefh and cooling

of a yellow colour when ripe
a
and of two forts, fomefwee

and others fqwr, of the ftones whereof the Indians make

tire i they lye fo thick in the way, dropping from the tre<

for want of gathering and (pending them all? that ü
Spaniards have begun to pra&ife the buying of Hogs o

purpofetolet them runabout that high way, finding thi

they fat as fpcedily and as well with thofe plums, as 01

Hogs do in England with Acorns. All this way are all

many fair gardens, which fupply the Market of Guatemt

la with herbs, roots, fruits, and flowers all the year. Thei

are further in this Road three water-mills for the corn <

the Giy, whereof the chief and the richeft belongs to tl

Pominican Fryers of Guatemala, who keep there a Fry

eonflantly with three or four Blackmores to do and ove

fee ifye work ; what will not thofe Fryers do to fatisfie the

covetous minds > Even dufty Millers they will become t

get wealth. The Frontifpiecc of the Church of this Tow
is judged one of the beii pieces ofwork thereabouts >tt

fiigh Altar within is alfo rich and ¿lately, being all daube

with gold. I'made no fiay in this place, becaufe I knew

ihould have many qccafions after my feeling in the City (

come unto it, And thus 'keeping between the hills I cot

tinned on. my journey till I came to Guatemala^ whofe D<

piinpns, riches and grearnefs the following Chapter (ha

largely (hcw 9

CHAI
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CHAP.XVIir.

Dtfcriling the Dominions, Government^ Riches,

and Grentnefs of the City of Guatemala, anä

Country belonging unto it.

I
Had not rid on above a mile from the Church of Xoco-

tenango, when the Hills and Mountains feemed to de-

part one from another, leaving a more ípacious obje£fc

for the eye to behold, and a wider Valley to wander in. The

fame of that City from Mexico and CbUpa had raiied up my
thoughts to a conceit of fome ftrong Walls/Towers,Forts or

Bulwarks to keep out an afpiring or attempting enemy * but

when 1 came near and leaft thought ofit, I found my felt in

it without entring through walls, or gates, or palling over

any bridge, or finding any watch or guard to examine who

I was i but palling by a new built Church, (landing near a

place oí dunghils, where were none but mean houfes, fome

thatched, and fome tyled,and asking what Town that was,

anfwer was made me that it was the City of Guatemala^ and

that, being called St. Sebaftia^ was the only Pariih Church

of the City. With this my high conceiting thoughts (loop-

ed down to think of fome fecond Chiapas till having con-

tinued on a while by houfes on my right hand and dunghils

on my left, I came to a broader ftreet having houfes on my
iach fide, which feemed to promife a City at hand. At aiy

firft turning Idifcovered a proud and {lately Cloifter, which

was the place ofreft to my wearied body. I furrounded it

to find out the back gate, and there lighted and enquired for

the Prior, who bad me very welcom, aíTuring me ¡hat lot

the Provincials fake I (hould want no incoaragement, and

that he would do for me much more than what the Provin-

cial had (ignified unto him by Letters, He told me he had

¿een brought up in Spin* in the Country of Afturiai^

wh^te

-
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where many Engliíh Ships did ufe Co came, and havin
feen there many ofmy Nation, he áfTeéfed them very mud
and to me as one of fo good a Nation, and as a ftrangi

and Pilgrim out of my own Country, he would (hew 3

the favour that the iHmoft of his power could afford. Ho'
glad was I, to find in him fo contrary an opinion to tk
of four eyed Hidalgo ? And how did he perform h
words ? He was the chief Mafter and Reader of Dívinií

in the Univerfity, his name Mailer Jacmtho de Cahanna
who finding me defirous to follow the Schools, and efp<

dally to hear from him fome leffons of Theology, withi

the firft quarter of the year that I had been his confiant an
attentive Auditor, graced rp.e with a publick a& of conch
lions of Divinity, which I was to defend under his din

&ion and moderation in the face of the whole Univerfil

and Atfembly of Do&Ors and Divines, againft the Tenen
of Scotus and Suarez* But the principal and head conch

fion was concerning the birth of the Virgin Mary, whoi
both Jefuirs, Suarez, and Fmicifcans, and Scotifts hold t

have been born without original fin, or any guilt or ftai

of it, againft whofe fond, fooliih, and ungrounded fancie

I publickly defended with Thomas Aquinas, and all 7h
mijis » that (he fas well as all Adams pofterity ) was born i

Original (in. It was an a& ? the like whereofhad not bee

fo controverted in that Univerfity with arguments in coi

tra, zni their Ánfwers and Solutions, and with reafot

and arguments in pro, many years before. The Jefui

fiamped with their feet, clapt with their hands, railed wit

their tongues, and condemned it with their mouths for

Hereíie, faying, that \n England, where were Herédele

fuch an opinion coTiceroing Chrifts Mother miglit be hd<

and defended by me who had my birth among Heretick:

but that Mafter Cahannas, born among Spaniards-, a$

brought up in their 'Univerfities, and being the chief Reí

der in that famous Academy, íhould maintain fuch anc

pinion, they could apt but much marvel and wonder a

it. But with patience! to5d "them, that ftrong reafofl!

and further authority of many learned Tkmijis Divine

(houl
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ould fatisfie their vain and clamorous wondring. The
St was ended, and though with the Jefuiis I could get no
edit, yet with the Dominicans, and with Mailer Caban-

, I got fo much that I never after ¡oii ¡t for the fpace

noft of twelve years * but was fiil! honoured by the

eans of this Cabannas and Fryer John Baptiji the Prior

napa ( who at Chriftmas enfuing was made Prior of Gua-
tfala ) with honours and preferments as great as ever

ranger was living among Spaniards. Thefe two above na-
ed being at Candlemas or the beginning of February that

me year at Chiapa at the ekóHon of a new Provincial,

óuld not forget me their poor eft friend ftill abiding in

¡tatémala, but remembring that the Univerfity ( whkh
¡longed chiefly to the Gloifter ) at Michaelmas would
ant anew Reader or Mafler of Arts to begin- with X»o-
ick, continue through the eight books of Phyiicks, and to

id with the Metaphyticks, propounded me to the new
e&ed Provincial ( whofe same was Fryer John Xhmeno )

id to the whole Chapter and Conventicle of the Province
>r Reader ofArts in Guatemala the Michaelmas neist en-

ling. Their fuit for me was fo earneft and their auihority

> great, that nothing could be Jen ied them; and fo they

rough t untóme from the Provincial Chapter thefe unfiling

etters Patents, from Fryer JohnXimmo, whofe fort 11 and
tanner I thought fit here to in'fert out of the Original
1 Spanijh ( which to this day abideih with me ) for curio-

cy andfaíisfaótion ofmy Reader.

FRay Juan Ximeno Predicador General y Prior Provincial
dejla Provincia de San Vicente de Chiapay Gu stemala^

kden de Predicadores, Per quinto nm\lro Convento d > Sanffo
hmingo de Guatemala carece de Leüor de Artei^ P \o la prg-

mte Inftituyo y doy pro LeSíor Al Padre fray Thomas de San-
fa Maria ( fo was my name then, and by this Game will'
Dme Spaniards know me, who may chance hi areafter to
ead this, and curfe me )por la fatisfaccion qua engo de fi$
Ufficientia. X mando al Pe, Prior del dicho nuefic o Convenio,
e ponga tnpoffiflím del tal Officio. I para may w mérito de

ohedieyírn
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obedieniia le mando in virtute Spiritusfanñi, & fan&£ obed
entiay &fab precepto formalt ; In nomine Fatrü^ & Filii <

Spintus fanüu Amen. Fecho en efte nueflro Convento de Qh
apa la Real en nueve de Febrero de i6fj. X la mande fell
eon fello major de nueftro officio*

Fray Juan

or

Ximeno Palis

Por Mandado de Nofird Rd<
Padre, Fray Juan de Sti

- Domingo Nor,

Notifique efla Patente a d Contenido, en 12 di as del mes t

Abril de lózj.

Fray Juan

Baptífta Por.

This Form according to the Original in Spanifh is thus i

ÍLnglifh; and Co this purpcíe.

¥Ryer John Ximerm Preacher General, and Prior Provir
cial of this Province of Saint Vincent of Chiapa an

Guatemala^ Order of Preachers. Whereas our Convent <

St. Dominic]^ of Guatemala wantech and flands in need of
Reader of Arts ;By thefe preíents Ido inftitwe, name an
appoint for Reader Fryer Thomas ofSt. Mary, for the grea

fatisfadion which 1 have of his fufficsency. And I core

inand the Prior of the afcrefaid our Convent, that he pt

him into full poffeffion and enjoyment of the faid Offio

And for the greater merit of ibbedience, I command hir

{ our forenamed Reader ) by vertue oí the Holy Ghoit, an
of holy obedience, and under a formal precept, In the Nam
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoit, A
men. Dated in this our Convent of Chiapa the Royal, th

$. of Feb. 1627. And I command thefe to be fealed wit
the great Seal of our Office;

Fryer John By the command of our Reveres

Father Fryer ]ohn of St. Door

Ximen& Tal minien Notary.
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I notified theje Letters Patents, unto the contained in them the.

12. day of the month of April, 1427.

Fryer John

iaptift. For.

This hoíiouí conferred upon me a ilranger, and new
:omer to the Province, made the Criolian party and Ibme
)thersf who had aimed at that place and preferment in
toe Univerfity ) to ftomack me. But to me it was a fpur to
ftr and prick me on to a more eager purfuit of learning,

:o frequent the Academy leffons with more care and dili-

gence s and tofpend my felfand time, day and night, more
n ftudying, that fo 1 might perform with like honour
ih^t which was hid upon me, and anfwer the expecta-
tion of my belt and forwarded friends. Three years I con-
tinued in this Convent and City in obedience to the forecl-

ted Patents ; oftentimes I thought within my felf that the
honour ofmy Englijh Nation here lay upon me in Guatema-
la, in not fuffering any Spaniard to go beyond me, or to
Dutbrave me with gallant, wiry, and well feeming argu-
ments j and fo many times I would at nine of the clock at
night, when others were gone to bed, take in my cham-
ber a cup of hot Ghocolatte, that with it I might baniih
deep from my eyes, and might the better continue in my fta-
dy till oneor two in the morn, being bound foawakeand be
up again by fix. I was loath m thefe 3 years to take upon me
any other offuch charges which are common in fuch Con«
vents, but efpecially to preach much, and to hear the ConfeC
fionsoffuch both men and women as retorted to the Church
of that Cloifier. left hereby my ftudies might be hindered^
and time fpent in other ways. Yet the Prior and Mailer
Cahannas would often be very importunate with me, to
obtain the Biihops Licenfe for hearing Confcilions, and
Preaching abroad in the City and Country (for in the
Church of that Cloifter I might and did fometimes,
though fcldom, preach with permitfion of the Provincial j

but

-
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but this I firongly refuted, until fuch time as the Provi

cial came to Guatemala^ who hearing me once prcai

would by all means have me further licenfed and autho

fed from the Bifhop, that fo I might not be ftrairned wit

in the Cloiiiers limits, but abroad in other Churches mig

freely preach, and thereby get fome money fbrthebeti

furniíhingmyfeífwith Books. He therefore command
me to be examined by five examiners all able Divines, i

ihe fpace of three hours ( as is the cuftom of that Order

and having three hours flood under their hard and rig

queftions and examination, having alfoat the end obtaim

their approbation, then the Provincial prefented me un
the Bifhop with ihefe words following, being taken o

of the Original yet abiding with me.

FRay Juan Ximeno Predicador Generally Frdvkcial dé
Provincia de San Vicente de Chiapa y Guatemala, O

den de Predicadores^ Prefento a Vmflra $enn§ria Itluftriflin

al Padre Fray Ihomas-de SanSa Marta examinado y apr

Dado pro cinco txaminadgres per vota Secreta^ 'cmforme

nuefiras Conflitutiones, Para que vuefira Sennoria lüujIrifftK

fe firva de dalle licencia para ConfeJJary Predicar a todo g
ñero de Gente en fu Ohifpadoy

Conforme a la Clementine

Dudum deSepulíuris.

A Vuefira Sennoria Ihftrifiima Suplico le aya pro Prefen

tado y fe firva de dalle la dicha licencia^ que en ello roeibit

merced*

Fray Juan

or

Ximeno. Fa%

This form of Prefenfatfon, ufed among them, naming

the patty prefenting, and the party prefented, is in Engliií

much to this purpole.

FRyer John Ximeno, Preacher General, and Provincial

of this Province of St. Vincent^ of Chiapa and Guate-

mala
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mala, Order of Preachets, do prcfent unto yourLordfliip
the Father Fryer Thomas of St. Mary ( already examined,
and approved by five Examiners by fecret Votes, according
to our Rule and Conftitutions) that your Lordfliip may be
pleaftd to grant him licence to hear Confeflions, and to
preach to all forts ofpeople in your Biflioprick, according
to that Rule and Canon of Pope Clement, beginning with
thefe words, Vudum de Sepultum.

I humbly befeech your Lordfhip to have him for pre-
fented, and to grant him your forefaid Licence \ and there-
in I (hall receive great favour.

Fryer John
or

Ximeno. Palis.

The Biihop of Guatemala being my great friend, and a
well wiiherto learning, and efpeciaily to that Univerfity,
needed not many words of intreaty, but prefenfly gave
me this Licence written on the back- fide of the Prefentati-
on, and that without any further examination by his Cler-
gy and part of his Chapter, which he may and doth ufe
when he plealeth.

^Osel Maefa Von Fray Juan de Sandoval,y Cabala

/uí 7 n
de San A"gufiin Par la Divi»« <&mVbfode GuatemalaylaFeraPaz, del Confejo de fit Maoi-

jtad,&c. Por la Prefente damos licencia al Padre Fray fbo-mas de Santa Maria de la Orden de Predicadores Contenido
en la Presentation de fu Religion atrás Contenida, Para am
en todo efienueibo Obifpado pueda Predicar, y Predique U
Palabra de Dios y para que pueda admini¡irar, y admínifím
el Sacramento Santo de la Pemtentia generalmente a todar

í ü°"aS V Cm d tubimtt Dewc¡m d* ConfeffarC ex-
cepto Momas Jy alas Per[ma¡ que Confiare puede abflver
y abfueha de todos fus pecados, Crimine} y eLfrs, Leml
de los cafos refervados a fu fantidai, y aNosfroDiZl.

'Dada-
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Dada en la Cividadde Santjagg de Guatemala, en quarto t

Vtztemhre dt Mill,y Seyfcientosye veynte y nueve Annot.

CI. Obifpo de

Guatemala.

Por Mandado del Ilimo, mi Set

nor Pedro Ramirez de Valde

Secretario.

This form of Licence to preach and hear confeffions, froi

the Biihop of Guatemala, is worth Enghlbing ft

iome things in it, which I ihall obferve with inclofe

Parenthefes as I go along for the better reminding m

Reader of them. ,

WE ( Bifhsps in that Church [corn the name of a fingí

larperfon, Jhewing they have the power of all perfoi

iosntitogtthtr in them of rich and poor , of Subjc# and Prince

Mafter and Lord Fryer John de Sandovaly Capata of tl

order of St. Auguftin (though brought up ma poorMend

cant Cloifter, yet nove he ta\i$s upon him the titkofa Lor,

andPern how Prelates in that Church ufe to Lord it overt,

people ) by the Divine Grace, Biihop of Guatemala and ti

Vera Paz ( hefyles himfelf a Bifhop by Divine Grace, wher

as he himfelf according to the common report of htm, as alfo a

mod Bifbops there made, was made Bijbop Art byany Dm
Grace,butby unwarranted Simony and favour from Court

ers, having given many thoufand Crowns for that his Bi^

ridhot hisi Majefty's Council ( Bijhops there muflh Cm

Pols to Kings, and meddle in Court and Politick affam )

thefe Prefentsgive licence to Father Fryer "thomas of Sau

Mary, of the Order of Preachers, contained in the Prefer

tation from his religious Order on the back- fide of th

our Licence, that throughout all our Biftioprickhe mayan

do preach the word of God ( yet Iconfifs this word ofGo

« link ufa Sin ermons in that Church but rather the wota

of Saint, of theirs and Fathers, and lying words ofmirach

¿herewith thyHuff up a ^ole hours preaching) and tha

«», and do adminiüer the holy Sacrament of Penan*
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as it came from the mouth of him to whom thenot

erapbins cry Holy, Holy, Holy, but as it came from the head
? Rome, who facrilegioufly flyles himfelf Holmefs and moft

loly Father* Not a Sacrament as Jo left and ordained by

brift, but one of Rome's feven Sacraments, which as it is

City kpown and diftinguijhed by feven hills, fo will that

hurch be hjtown and diftinguifhed from the true Church by

ven Sacraments ) generally to all perfons, which ihall

ive devotion to confefs with him, excepting Nuns ( this

(hop had in that City one of the fix Judges of the Chance

his daughter, a Nun called Donna Juana de Maldonado y
az, whom he loved dearly, and much conferred with her in

ivate in the Cloifter, whofe private conferences he was jea*

us they fhould be kpswn in Confeffion, and therefore would fuf
r none to hear Nuns Confejjions, but fuch as were his moft

timate friends, and of whsm he had great fatisfaSion, at-

iging this reafon, that fuch as heard Nuns Confejjions ought

be very sfylful and experienced in fuch ways, and men of

e > for that greater, cafes of Confidence were to be met with in

uns Confefftons, than in others. By which reafon he unwife-

brought an afperfion upon tbofe Virgins, who fhould live

aftly and holily as feparatedfrom the world and inchfed, and
\ it feems by this Bijhops opinion, that within their inchfed

ill*) fins are committed more grievous than abroad in the wide

)rld, and fuch as may puzzle a Ghoftly Father, if not sk¿U

l and ancient ) and that he may and do abfolve all

rfons which ihall confefs with him ( if only God can par-

n and abfolve from fin? O how is Gods power arrogated

d tahgn, yea and abujed by tbofe facrilegious Priefts I )
)m all their fins, crimes, and exceffes, excepting fuch

fies as arereferved to his Holinefs, and to us by Canon
jhf, ( A wictyd rule and Canon, a Government certainly

ft cruel and tyrannical, that binds poor wretches in fome
fes to go from America to Rome, at leajl eight thoufand

Us to clear their Confidences before the Pope, or elfe they

ift die without pardon and abfolutien from fin, many ha-

ig not means to go thither, nor gifts to beftow upon their

pe, who muli be bribed to abfolve them, ' O h$w more fweet,

T comfm-
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comfortable and fafe is it for a heinous fmner and offender

ven at borne or in the Church grieving within his hearty a

kgeping within himfelf, to lift up a kronen hearty and mafy tl

pojt andflie with wings of Eagles to the high Throne of Gc
grace and mercy, with affured confidence that there only

pardon, temijfwn, and abfolutien granted to all fitch as

truly and unfeignedly repent of their fins , crimes and <

cejfesl) Dated in the City of Saint James of Cuaterna

the fourth day of December, in the year of our Lord, 161

Ubi Bi/hop of
Guatemala;

By the command of my tá

IlluflrioHS Lord, Peter B
mirez de Valde?. Secreta

Thus with full and ample Commiffion from the Bifli

and the Provincial was I fetled in Guatemala, to read a

preach, where (although I might have continued ma
years, and was- offered to read Divinity, having in p¡

begun it one quarter of a year ) I continued yet but thi

years and almoft an half for the reafon I (hall (hew he
after. So what in that time 1 could obferve of that Ci
and of the Country round about, having had occafions
travel about it both when I lived in Guatemala, and aft<

wards when I lived for above feven years in the Count
Towns, I (hall truly and faithfully 'recommend unto r

Reader. This City oí Guatemala ( called by the Spa,

ards, Santjags, or St. James of Guatemala J is feared in

valley which is not above two miles and a half broad, i

the high mountains do keep it clofe in h but in length t

wards the South- fea it contains a wide and Champaij
Country, opening it fclf broader a little beyond that Tow
which to this day is called la Cividad Vieja, or the o

City, Sanding fomewhat above three miles from Guai
mala. Though the mountains on each fide do íírongly c\

viron it, and efpeciaily on the Eaft-fide feem to hang ov
it, yet none of them are hindercrs to Travellers, who ov

thei
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them have opened ways eafie for man and beafis , though

heavily laden with wares of all forts. The way from

Mexico, if taken by the coaft of Soconuzco, and Sacbutepe.

quts comes into the City North-weft-ward, which is a

wide, open and tandy road ', ifjit be taken by Chiapa, it

lyeth North-ealr, and entrcth into the City between the

mountains, as before hath been noted. Weftward to the

South-iea, the way lyeth open through the valley and a

champaign Country. But South or South-eaft, the en-

trance is over high and fteep hills, which is the common
toad from Comayagm, Nicaragua, and the Golfa dulce or

fweet Gulf, where the (hips come yearly and unlade all

the Commodities which are brought from Spain for Gm-
temala. This alfo is the way followed by them who take

a journey meet Eaftward from this City. But the chiefeft

mountains, which ftraighten in this City and Valley are

two, called Vulcan?, the one being a Vulcan of water
,

and the other a Vulcan or mountain of fire, termed fo by

the Spaniards, though very improperly a Vulcan may be

faid to contain water, it taking its name from the heathen-

i(h God Vulcan, whofe piofcffion and Employment chiefly

was in fire. Thefe two famous mountains ftand almoft

the one over againft the other, on each fide of the valley >

that of water hanging on the South fide almoft perpendi-

cularly over the City, the other of fire Handing lower from

it, more oppofite to the old City. That of water is high-

er than the other, and yields a goodly profped to the

fight, being almoft all the year green, and full oí Indian

Milpa's which are plantations of Indian wheat > and in

the final! and petty Towns which lie iome half way up it,

Tome at the foot of it, there are Roles, Lilies, and other

flowers all the year long in the Gardens, befides Planrins,

Apricocks, and many forts oí fweet and delicate fruits. U
is called by the Spaniards, el Vulcan del agua, or the Vul-

can of water, becaufe on (he other ñác oí it trom Guate-

mala, it fpringswith many brooks towards a Town cal-

led St. Chrijlopber, and cfpecially is thought to preiervj

and nourilh on tfeat fide alio a great lake of freflí water,

T2 hi
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by the Towns calted- Amotinan and Pe*j/> ;i. But on the

fide of it towards Guatemala and the valley, it yields alfc

fo many fprings of fweet and fix (h water, as havecaufec
and made a river which runneth along the valley clofe \>\

the City, and is that which diives the water-mills fpoker
of before in Xocotenango* This river was not known whei
firft the Spaniards conquered that Country ^ but fince, ac
cording to their conilant Tradition, the City of Guatemal
(landing higher and nearer to the Vulcan in that place an<

Town which to this day is called la Cavidad Vieja, or tb
old City, there lived in it then about the year 1 534. a Gen
rlewoman called Donna Maria dé Ca\kilia

y
who having lof

her Husband in the wars, and that fame year buried all
all her children, grew fo impatient under thefe her croife

and afläiäions, that impioufly (he defied God, faying
What can God do more unto me now than he hath done
he-hath done his woift without it be to take away my lif

alio, which I now regard not. Upon thefe words thea
gullied out of this Vulcan fuch a flood oí water as carries

a.vay this woman with the ftream, ruined many oí* thi

houfes, and caufed the inhabitants to remove to the plací

where now ftandeth Guatemala. This is the Spaniard
own Trad if ion, which if true, (houjd be our example t<

learn to fear, and not to defie God, when his judgment;
(hew him to us angry and a God that will overcome, wher
he judgeth. From that time, and from this their Traditi-
on is the Town now (landing, where firft flood Guatemala
called, la Cividad Vieja, or the old City, and hath continu-
ed a river which before was not known, having its head
and fpring from this high Vulcan, whofe pleafant fprings
gardens, fruits, flowers, and every green and flourííhing

profped: might be a fair obje& to a Martials wit, who here

would fancyanetv Famajfus, find outnewfieps of flying

Fegajus, and greet the Nymphs and nine Sifters with this

their never yet difcovered and American habitation. This
Vulcan or mountain is not fo pjeafing to the fight ( whofe
height is judged full nine miles unto the top ) but the

other which ftendcth on the other fide of the valley op-

pofitc
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pofite unto it, is unpleaficg and more dreadful to behold •

for here are afhes for beauty, ftones and flints for fruits an<*

flowers, baldnefs for greennefs, barrennefs for fruitfulnefsv

for water whifperings and fountain murmur?, noife of

thunders and roaring of confuming metals, for running
[breams, flaihings of fire, for tall and mighty trees and
Cedars, Caftles of fmoak rifing in height to out dare the

skie and firmament, for fweet and odoriferous and fragrant

[raells, a ftink of fire and brimftone, which are ftill in

i&ion ftriving within the bowels of that ever-burning
ihd fiery Vulcan. Thus is Guatemala feated in themidftof a

Paracjife on the one fide, and a Hell on the other, yet never
lath this hell broke fo loofe as to confume that flouriihing

City. True it is, formerly, many years ago it opened a wide
nouthon the top, and breathed out fuch fiery aihes as fil-

ed the houfes ot Guatemala and the Country about, and
parched all the plants and fruits, and fpued out íuch ñones
md rocks, which had they fallen upon the City, would
íave cruihed it to pieces, but they fell not far from it, but
to this day lie about the bottom and fides of it, caufing
vonder to thofe that behold them, and taking away admi-
ration from them that admire the force and ftrength of fire

md its power in carrying a weighty bullet from the mouth
sf a cannon, whereas here the fire of this mountain hath
:aft up into the air and tumbled down to the bottom of
t fuch rocks as in bignefs exceed a ieafonable houfe, and
which not the ftrength of any twenty mules ( as hath
)een tried J have been able to remove. The fire which flaih-

:th out of the top of this mountain is fomerimes more
md fometimes lefs •> yet while I lived in the City, on a
:ertain time for the fpace of three or four days and nights
it did fo burn, that my friend Mr, Cabannas confidently a-
roughed to me and others, that (landing one night in his
window he had with the light of that fire read a Letter,
the diftance being above three Engliih miles. The roar-
ing alfo of this monftrous beaft is not conftantly alike, but
is greater in the Summer time than in the Winter, that
is, (mmOftober to the end of ^i/, than all the reft of che

T 3 year,
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year h for then it feems, the winds entering thofe con»
iavnies fet the fire on work harder than at other times,

and caufe the mountain to roar and the earth to quake.
There was a time three years before my coming to that Ci-

ty, when the inhabitants expeókd nothing but utter ruine

and definition, and duri! nor abide within their houfes for

nine days ( the earth-quakes continuing and increafing

more and more, but made bowers and arbours in the mar-
ket place, placing there their Idol Saints and Images, efpe-

cially St. Seha&ian^ whom they hoped would deliver them
from that judgment;, and for this purpofe they daily carri-

ed him through the 'ftreets in folemn and Idolatrous pro-

ceffion and adoration. But all the while I lived there

fhe noife within the mountains, the fmoke and flafhes of
iire without, and the Summer earth-quakes were fuch that
with the ufe and cuftom oíchem I never feared any thing,

but thought chat City the healthieft and pleafanteft place of
dwelling that ever Í came into in all my travel?. The cli-

mate is very temperate, far exceeding either Mexico ox
Guaxaca. Neither are the two fore-named Cities better

flored with fruits, herbs for fallcts, provifion of.fleih, Beef,

Pattern, Veal , Kid, Fowles, Turkies, Rabbets, Quails, Par-
rridgtSjPheaiants^andof Indian and Spanifh Wheat, than
is this City ; from the South Sea ( which lycth in fome pla-

ces not above twelve leagues from it ) and from the Rivers
of the Souih Sea Coaft, and from the frefh Lake of Amatfc
Ian and Fetapa^ and from another Lake lying three oy

four leagues from Qhimaltmango, it is wtll and plentifully

provided for of tifti. But for Beef there is fuch plenty,

that it exceeds all parts of America, withput exception,

m may be known by the Aids which are fent yearly to

Spain horn the Coumiy of Guatemala, where they com-
monly kill their Catre!., more for the gain of their Hydes in

Spain, thin for the good nefs oxfatnets oí the flelh, which
though it be not to compare to our Englijh Beef; yet it is

good mans mear, and fo cheap, thai in my time it was
commonly fold at thirteen pound and a half for halfa RÍ3Í,

tl}e Ifaft gqjU there, and as much as three pence here.

Though
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'hough all about this Country there are very great and fpa-

ious Eftancia's, ur Farms for breeding only, even near to

ic Golfo Vulce, where the (hips ride that come from Spain y

et from Comay^gua, St. Salvador and Nicaragua is Guaiema-

1 ftored *, But above all are the great Eftantia's in the South

ea Coaft or Marih, where in my time there was a Grazier

íat reckoned up going in his own Eftancia's and ground,

)rty thoufand heads of Beans, fmall and great, befides ma-

y which are called there Simarron^ or wild Cattel,

/hich were ftrayed among the Woods and Mountains,

nd could not be gathered in with the reft, but were hunted

y the Blackamoors like wild Boar$, and daily (hot to death, left

bey ihould too much increafe and do hurt. My fclf chan-

ed to beprefent at the Fair of the Town of Fetapa, with

friend named Lope de Chaves, ( who was as they call there,

)bligado, or charged to provide fleih for 6 01 7 Towns

hereabouts) who at one bargain, and of one man, bought

ix thoufand head of Cattel, great and fmall, paying one

vith another eighteen Rials» or nine Engltjh (billings a

ead.

The manner and cuftom of Guatemala for the beirer pro-

viding both Beef and Mutton for it, and the Country

[owns about, is this. Nine days before Michaelmas^ eve-

yday Proclamation is made about the City for an Obliga»

lo, or one that wiH be bound to the City and Country

or competent provi lion oí Fleih- meat, upon forfeiture of

uch a fum of monj to his Majefty, if he fail, as (hall be

igrccd upon between him and the Court, and to the In-

labitants of the City *, if he fail in Beef, he is to allow in

Mutton fo many pounds at the fame rate as he ihould

lave allowed Beef. If the Obligado fiil in Mutton, he is

to allow in Fowl- fleih fo many pounds and at the fame

rate a* he was to allow the Matron ", and this with con-

Gderation of the family, what competent allowance offlefh

meat (ball be judged for a day, or the days that the Obli-

gado (hall fail. Befides this, the Proclamation is made foe

whom offers moil to his Majefty for one yeais Obligation,

S,o that fometimes it happeneth.that the eight days feveral

T 4 men
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men come into the Court, offering more and more till ur
on the ninth day and laft Proclamation, the Office
fetled for one year upon him that hath offered mo
unto his Majeiiy. Thus many Butchers are not allow*
but one only Obligado, who alfo is abridged to fo ma
ny pound for fo much mony, fo that if any other befid
him offer to kill or fell, he may follow an a&ion and tí

Court againft him : Thus the Obligado ( who commonly
a moni^d man ) buyerh by the hundred or by the thoufanc
as for the prcfent he findcth the expence of the City, wit*
out he be himfelffuch á Grazier, as hathGattel enough
his own. Though Mutton be not fo plentiful as
Beef, yet there never wants from the Valley of Mixc
Tinola, Petapa, and Amatitlan, and the Mar/h and othc
places. In the Valley forenamed I lived, and was we
acquainted with one Alonfo Capata, who had conftantl
going in the Valley four thoufand (beep. Guatemal
therefore is fo well itored with good provifion, plentifi
and cheap, that it is hard to find in it a begger j for wit
half a Rial the poorcft may buy Beeffor a week, and wit
a few Cacao's they may have bread of Indian Maiz, if nc
of Spamfi Wheat. This City may confift of about fiv
thoufand families, befides a fuburb of Indians , called <

Barrio de Sto. Domingo, where may be two hundred fam]
lies more. The beft put of the City is that vtfhich joyn
eth to the iuburb of Indian*, and is called alfo el Barri
de Santo Domingo, by realon.of the Cloifter of Saint Do
mimck^, which ifandeth in it. Here are the richeft anc
beft (hops of the City, with the bed buildings, moil o
the houfes .being new, and (lately. Here is alfo a daih
Thngwz ( as thty call it) or petty Market, where fore!

Indians all the day fit felling Fruits, Herbs, and Cacao, bul
at four in the afternoon, this Market is filled for 2

matter of an hour, where the Indian women meet to fell

their Country, flap, (which is dainties to the CrioliansJ
as Atolle, Pinole, icalded Plantains, butter of the Cacao,
puddings made of Indian 'Maíz, with a bit of Fowl, or
freíh Pork in them,, feaibned with much red biting

Chile,
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Chile, which they call Anacatamales. The trading of

he City is great, for by mules it partakes of the beft com-

nodities ofMexico, Guaxaca, and Cbiapa, and South-ward

)f Nicaragua, and Cofta>rica. By Sea it hath commerce with

?eru, by two Sea-ports and Haven?, the one called la Villa

le la Trinidad^ the Village of the Trinity, which lyeth

Southward from it five and twenty leagues ; and by ano-

ther called el Realejo, which lyeth five or fix and forty

eagucs from it. It hath traffique with Spain by the North

Sea from Golfo duke, lying threefcore leagues from if. k
is not fo rich as other Cities, yet for the quantity of it, it

yields to none. There were in my time five ( beiides ma-

ny other Merchants who were judged worth twenty thou-

^and Duckat^, thirty thoufand, fifty thoufand, fome fe#

1 hundred thouiand ) who were judged of equal wealthy

and generally reported to be worth each of them five hun-

dred thoufand Duckats -, the firft was Thomas de Siliezer,

a Bifcain born, and Alcalde de Corte, the Kings high Ju~
[tice, or chief Officer at Court > the fecond was Antonio

Jufliniano, a Genoefe born, and one that bore often Offi-

ces in the City, and had many Tenements and houies.

efpeciallya great and rich Farm for Corn and Wheat in

the Valley of Nfixco. The third was Pedro de Lira, born

in Cajlilia, the fourth and fifth, Antonio Fernandez^ and

Bartolomé Nunez, both. Portuguefe, whereof the firft in my
time departed from Guatemala for fome reafons which
here I muft conceal. The other four I left there,

three ofthem living at that end of the City called Barrio

de Santo Domingo, or the fireet of St. Dominic^, whofe
houfes and prefence makes that ftreet excel all the reft of
the City, and their wealth and trading were enough to,

denominate Guatemala a very rich City. The Govern-
ment of all the Country about, and of^all Honduras, So.

conujeo, Comayagua, Nicaragua, Cofta Rica, Vera Paz¿ Su-

cbutepeqttes,2ini Chiapa, is fubordinate unto the Chancery
of Guatemala ; for although ev¿ry Govemrur over
thefe ieveral Provinces is appointed by the King and
Coimcel of Spain, yet when they come tó thofe

parts
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parts to the enjoyment of their charge and execution of thei;

office, then their aétbns, if unjuft, are weighed, judged
centered, and condemned by the Court refiding in tin

City. This Courr of Chancery confifteth of a Prefideni

fix Judges, one Kings Attorny, and two chief Jufticcs

Court. The Prefident though he have not the name an<

title ofViceroy, as they of Mexico and fern, yet his pow
er is as great and abfolute as theirs. His Penfion fron

che King is but twelve thoufand Duckats a year, but be
fides this, if he be covetous, he makes by bribes and tra

ding twice as much more, nay what he lift '<> as was feei

in the Count de la Gúmena, Prefident of that City and Chan-
cery for the fpace of fourteen years, who departed fh ok
age from Guatemala to Canaria ( where was his houfe anc

place of birth ) wonh Millions of Duckats. After hirs

iucceeded "Don Juan de Guzman, formerly Prefident

Santo Domingo, who lofing his Wife and Lady in the way
loftalfo his former fpint and courage, betaking hirnfel

wholly to his devotions, contemning wealth and riche

governing with love and mild neis, which made the reí

of the Judges, who were all for lucre, .foon weary him ou
of his office, continuing in it but five years. His fuccef

for (whom I left there when ¡came away J was Don Gon
fab de Pazy Lorencana, who was promoted from the Í re-

'fidency of Panama to that place, and came into it with

fuch a fpint of covetoufnefs as the like had not been feer

in any former Psefident, He forbad all gaming in private

tioufes in the City, which there is much ufed ( though bj

women not'io much as in Mexico ) not for that he hated

?t, but hecaufe he envied others, what they got and gain-

ed by their Cards, drawing to himfelf thereby all thai

gain, fpending fometimes in one night four and twen-

ty pair of Cards, appointing a Page to affift at the Ta-
bles, and to iee the box well paid for every pair of Cards

3

which for his, and his Court refpe$, was feldom lefs

than a crown or two for every pair. Thus did he lick

up with his Cards moil of the gamefters gains, and

would grudge and pick quarrels with fuch rich men
whom



ap. XVIII of the WeftJndies. 283

m he knew to affeft gaming, if they frequented

his Court at night time for that bewitching Recrea-

;

he Penfion which the King alloweth to every Judge

Chancery is four thoufand Duekats yearly, and three

ifand to his Attorney, all which is paid out of the

?s Exchequer abiding in that City. Yet what befides
D

get by bribes, and trading is fo much, that I have

•da Judge himk\( Von Luis de las Infantas, fay, that

ic*h a Judges place at Mexico and Lima be more honour-

^yet none more profitable than Guatemala. In my time

efuehcaufes at Chancery tried, as had never been, of

•thers, robberies, and oppreffions, and whereas it was

e&ed the offenders fome ihould be hanged, fome ha~

ed, fomc imprifoned, fome by fines impoverished, bribes

k all off, fo that I never knew one hanged in that City

the fpace of above eight years. The Churches though

\f
be not fo fair and rich as thofe of Mexico^ yet they are

that place wealthy enough- There is but one Pariíh

arch and a Cathedral which ftandeth in the chief Mar-

place; All the other Churches belonging toQloifters,

ich are of Dominicans, Francifcans, Merccnarians, Au~

iines, and Jefuits, and two of Nuns, called the Con-

don and S. Catharine. The Dominicans, Francifcans,and

¡rcenarians, are fiately Cloilteis, containing near a huii-

:d Fryers apiece , but above all is the Cloifter wheie 1

»d, of the Dominicans, to which is joyncd, in a great

Ik before the Church, the Univeifity of the City. The

irly revenues which come into this Cloifier, what from

: Indian Towns belonging to it, what from a water-mill,

íat from a farm for Corn, what from an Eftaocia, or

m for Horfes and Mules, what from an Ingenio, or faim

Sugar, what from a Mine of filver given unto it the year

>3?. are judged to be( excepting all charges ) at kail thi*-

thoufand duckats-, wherewith thofe fat Fryers fcaft

emfelves, and have to fpare to build, and enrich their.

hurch and Altars. Befides much ereafiue belonging to it^

ere are two things in if
3
which the Spaniards in merri-

ment
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mcnt would often tell me that tjje Engliih Nation di
much enquire after, when they t/ook any (hip of theirs í

Sea, and that they feared I was ([ome to fpie them, whic
were a Lamp of filver hanging before the high Altar, I

big as required the ftrength of three men to hale it u
with a rope* but the other is of more value ; which is

pi&ure of the Virgin Mary of pure filver, and of tfc

iiature of a reafonable tall Woman, which flandeth in
Tabesnacle made on purpofe in a Chappel oftheRofan
with at leaft a dozen lamps of filver alio burning befoi
it. A hundred thouiand duckats might foon be made u
of the treafure belonging to that Church and Cioiftei
Within the walls of the Cloifter there is nothing wantin
which may further plcafure and recreation. In the lowe
Cloifter there is a fpacious jGarden, in the midft wherec
is a fountain calling up tfie water, and fpomingit ou
ofat kaft a dozen pipes, which fill two ponds full ofhihei
and with this their confiant running give mufick to th
whole Cloifter, and encouragement to /nany water-fowl
and Ducks to bath and wafh ihemfelves therein. Yet fur
ther within fhe Cloifter, there are other two gardens fo
Frurs and Herbage, and in the one a pond of a quar
ter oí a mile long, all paved at the bottom, and, a lov
fione wall about, where is a Boat for the Flyers' recrea-

ííon, who often go thither to fiih, and do fornetime
upon a fudden want or occafion tafoe out from thence a:

much fiíh as will give to the whole Cloifter a dinner
The other CSoiflers of the City are alio rich*, but next tc

the Dominicans is the Cloifter of Nuns, called the Con-
cepti&n, in which at my time there were judged to live a

thouiand women, not ail Nuns, but their ferving maidi
or flaves, and young chi'drcn which were brought up
and taught to work by the Nuns. The Nuns that are

profcffcd bring with them (heir portions, five hundred
Duckafs at kaü, fome fix hundí ed, fome feven, and fome
a thouiand, which portions after a few years ( and continu-
ing to ihe Cloifter after the Nuns deceafe ) come to, make
up a gtf at yearly rent. They that will have maids within

to
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wait on them may, bringing the bigger portion, or ai-

ding yearly for their iervants diet. In this Cloifler li-

d that Vonna Juana de Maldonado, Judge Juan Maldona-

de Paz his Daughter, whom the Bifhop fo much con»

ried withal. She was very fair and beautiful, and not

ach above twenty years of age, and yet his love blind-

g him, he flrove what he could in my time againii all the

cient Nuns and Sifters, to make her Superiour and Ab-

fs, and caufedfuch a mutiny and flrifc in that Cloifter,

lich was very fcandalousto the whole City, and made
my rich Merchants and Gentlemen run to the Cloirter

ith their fwords drawn, threatning to break in amongfi

eNuasto defend their daughters againft the powerful

&ion which the Bifhop had wrought for Vonna Juana
Maldonado : which they had performed, if the Prcfident

on Juan de Guzman had not fent Juan Maldonado dt

t£, the young Nuns father, to intreat her to defirt in re-

íd of her young age from her ambitious thoughts of be-

g Abbefs. With this the mutiny both within and with-

it ceafed, the Biihop got but ihame, and his young Si-

x continued as before, under command and obedience to

more religious, grave, and aged Nun than her ielf. This

onna Juana de Maldonado y Paz^ was the wonder of all

at Cloiikr, yea of ail the City for her excellent voice,*

id skill in mufick, and in carriage and education yielded

1 none abroad nor within > íhe was wkty 3 well fpoken,

id above all a Calliope or Mufe for ingenious and iudtfen

:r(es > which the Biihop faid, fo much moved him to

ilight in her company and converfation. Her Father

lought nothing too good, nor too much for her » and
lerefore having no other children, he dayly conferred up-

1 her riches, as might beft befeem a Nun, as rich and
)ftly Cabinets faced with gold and filver, piäures and I-

olsfor her chamber, with crowns and jewels to adorn
lem ; which with other prefents from the Bííhcp ( who
yinginmy time left not wherewith to pay his debts, (or

lat as the report went, hehadfpent himfelf and given all

«to his Nun ) made this T>orw¿ Juana d$ JSéddoka-
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do fo rich and (lately, that at her own charges (be built

her felfa new quarter within the Cloiikr with rooms a

galleries, and a private garden walk, and kept at work a

to wait on her half a dozen Black-more maids \ but abc

all (he placed her delight in a private Chappel or Clc

to pray in, being hung with rich hangings, and round

fcour it coftly lamina's ( as they call them ) or pictures pa

ted upon biais fet in black Ebony frames with corners

gold, iotne of filver brought her from Rome ; her Al

was accordingly decked with Jewels, Candlefticks,Crow

Lamps, and covered with z Canopy embroidered w
gold i in her Clofct (he had herfmall Organ, and ma

iorts of muiical infiruments, whereupon fhe played fori

times by her felf, fometimes with her beft friends of i

Ñuns h and here efpecially fne entertained with mufick I

beloved Biíhop. Her Chappel or plage of devoti

was credibly reported about the City to be worth at k

fix thoufands crowns which was enough for a Nun fl

had vowed chaitity, poverty, and obedience. But all t

after here deceafe (he was to leave to the Cloifter*, a

doubtlefs with this State, and riches (he would win m<

and more the hearts ^of the common fort of Nuns, i

ihe had made afirongpärty, which by this may have ma

her Abbefs. This is ambition and delire ofcommand ai

power crept into the walls of Nunneries, like the abon

tiattons in the wall of Ezekiel, and hath poffeffed thehea

óf Nuns, which (hould be humble," poor, and mortiri

Virgins.

But befides thiá cne Nun, there are more, and alfo Fi

m, who are very rich, for if the City be rich fas is thi

and great trading in it, they will be fure to have a 09

Great plenty and w'ealth hath made the inhabitants

proud and vicious, as are thofe of Mexico. Here is 1

only Idolatry, but Fornication and Uncleannefs as pub!i<

any place of the Indias: The MuUttas, Blacl^mon

Me(ííza% Indians, and all common fort, of people are mui

made on by greater and richer fort, and go as gallan

ly appirelkd as ¿fo- thofe oí Mexico, fearing neither
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hulean or mountain of water on the one fide, which they

:onfefs hath once poured out a flood and river executing

3ods wrath againft fin there committed ; neither a Vulcan
)f fire, or mouth of hell on the other fide, roaring within

nd threatning to rain upon them Sodoms ruine and dc-

Irudion ; neither the weaknefs of their habitation, lying

vide open on every fide, without walls, or works, or bul-

varks, to defend them, cr without guns, drakes, bullets,

>r any Ammunition to fcare away any approaching enemy,
vho may fafely come and without refinance upon them who
¡ve as profeffed enemies of Jefus Chrifi This is the City
if St. Jaméis or Santjago de Guatemala, the head ofa vaft

nd ample Dominion, which extendeth it felf nine bun*
[red miles to Nicoya and Cofia Rica South-ward j three

mndred miles to Cbtapa and loques North- ward \ a hun-
Ired and fourfcoore miles to the further parts of Vera

>az, and the Golfo dulce Eaft-ward', and to the South-
ea twenty or thirty, in fome places forty miles Weft»
rard.

From Tepoantepeque ( which is no harbour for any great

hips ) which ftandeth from Guatemala at leaii four hun-
Ired miles, there is no landing place for (hips rearer to this

Üty than is the Village de la Trinidad, or of the Trinity,,

rhe chief commodities which from along that coaft are

nought ro Guatemala, are from the Provinces of Sozonuz^
and Sucbutepeques, which are extream hot, and fufajeót

o thunder and lightning, where groweth fcarce any ie-

narkable commodity, fave only Cacao, Acbioite, Mecafu-
bil, Bainillar^ and other drugs for Chocolatte, except it be
ome Indigo and Cozbinil about St. Antonio^ which is the
:hiefand head Town of all the Sucbutepeques. But all the
:oaft neerjoyning to Guatemala, efpecially about a Town
:allcd Izquinta, or Izqmmtpeque, twelve leagues from*
juatemala^ is abfolutely the richeft part of the Dominion
Dfthis City * for there is made the greäteft part, of the
Indigo which is fent from Honduras to Spain h befides the
mighty farms of Cattel which are along that marftv
Though the living there be profitably and the foil rich,
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yet it is uncomfortable by reafon of the great heat, thun-

drings and lightnings, efpecially from Nlay to Michaelmas

if Guatemala beitrong( though not in Weapons or Am-
munition ) in people, it is ftrong from hence fromade

fperate fort of Blackamoors, who are flaves in thofe Eftan

cia's and farnfts of Indigo. Though they have no weapon

but a Machette, which is a fliort Tuck, or lances to run a

the wild Gattel, yet with thefe they are fo defperate, tha

the City of Guatemala hath often been afraid oí them, anc

the Matters of their own flaves and fervants. Some of then

fear not to encounter a Bui] though wild and mad, and t(

grapple in the rivers ( which are many there ) with Croco

dilts, or Gagarto's, as there they call them, till they hav<

©vermaftered them, and brought them out to land fron

the water.

This hot, but rich Country runs on by the Sea fide un.

to the Village of Trinity, which ( though fomewhai

dangerous ) yet is a Haven for Ships from Panama, Peru

and

'

Mexico > It ferves to enrich Guatemala, but not tc

ikengthen it, for it hath neither Fort, nor Bulwark, noi

Caftie, nor any Ammunition to defend itíelf. Between the

Village and the other Haven called Realejo, there is a greal

Creek from the Sea* where fmall veiTels do ufe tocóme

in for frrih wafer and Vi&uals to St. Miguel, a Townol

Spaniards and Indians, from whence thofe that travel to

Realejo paf> over in lefs than a day, to aTownoflWijw/

called la Vttja, two miles from Realejo, whither the jour-

rey by tend from St. Miguel, is of at leaft three days. But

«either this Creek or Arm of the Sea is fortified ( which

might be done with one or two pieces of Ordinance at

moil placed at the mouth of the feas entrance ) neither

is the Realejo ftrong with any Ammunition, no nor with

peopf^ for it confiiis not of above two hundred families,

and moft of them are Indians and Mejlizos, a people

of vo courage, and very unfit to defend fuch an open

pjffagc to Guatemala, and Nicaragua, which here begins

a*d continues" in fmall and petty Indian Towns unto Leon

and Granada. -\ ;
On
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On the North fide of Guatemala, I (Kail not need to add

1 what hath been faid of Suchetepeque$ and Socohuzco, and

y journey trwt way from Mexico and Cbiapa. The chief

te of Guatemala is that on the Eaii, which points out the

ay to the Gulf, or Golfo dulce, or as others call it St. Tbo-

*r de Cajtilia. This way is more beaten by mules and

ravcllcrs, than that on the North fide, for that Mexico

tndedi three hundred leagues irom this City, and the

ulf but 60, and here are no fuch paflag s as are in forre

aces in the Road fq Mexico. Betides thfe great 'trading;

rrimcrcc, and trafique, which this Gity enjoyeth by that

ulf from Spain, hath made that Road exceed all the

ft. In ]uly
x
or at far rheft in the begicning of Augtt\i

me into that Gulf three Chips, or two and a frigat, and

ilade what they have brought from Spain in Bodegas or

eat Lodges* built on purpofe to keep dry and from the

father the commodities. They prefently make haii to

le again (tow. Guatemala thofe Merchants commodities

return, which pcradventurc have lain waiting for them

the Bodegas two or three months, before the (hips ar-

ral. So that thefe three months of July, Auguji and

ptember, there is (tire to he found a great íréafare. And
the fimplicity or fecurity of the Spaniards, who appoint

i other watch over thefe their riches, fave only one or

'o Indians and as many Mulattos, who comiponly are'

chas have for their mifdemeanouf>s been condemned to

6 in that old and ruinated Caflle of St. "Thomas de Caftt-

\ ! True it is, above it there is a little and ragged Town
Indians, called St. Fedro, confiding of fome thirty fami-

s, who by reafon of the exceeding heat, and unhealthi-

fs of the air, are always fickly and fcarce able to (land

on their legs. But the weaknefs of this Gulf within
1

ight wel! be remedied and fupplyed at the mouth of

e Sea, or entrance into it by one or two' at the moft

>od pieces of Ordnance placed there. For the entrance

to this Gulf is but as one fhould come in at the

>or of fome great Palace, where although the door and

tiarace be narrow,- the houfe within is wide and ¿apa-
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cious. Such is this Gulf, whofe entrance is ftraitned witf
two Rocks or Mountains on each fide (which would we]
become two great pieces, and fofcorn a whole Fleet, anc
fecure the Kingdom of Guatemala, nay moft of all America
but here being no wafch nor defence, the (hips come free

ly and fafely in (as have done fome both Englifh and Hollam
Ships ) and being entred rind a road and harbour fo wid
and capacious as may well fecure a thoufand (hips thcr

riding at anchor, without any thought of fear from St

Pedri), or Santo Thomas de Caftilia. I have often hear»

the Spaniards jear and laugh at the Englifh and Hollands
for that they having come into this Gulf, have gone a

way without attempting any thing further upon the lane

Nay while I lived there* the Hollanders (tt upmfruxm
the head Port of Com ¿yagua and Honduras, and took i

( though there were fome refinance ) the people for the mo
part flying to the woods, ttufting more to their feet tha

to their hands and weapons ( fuch cowards is all thi

Country fall of ) and whilft they might have fortified then
(Uves there, and gone into the Country, or fortifying thi

have come on to the Gulf ( all Guatemala fearing it muc
and not being-able to refifí them J they left Truxillo, cot

entingthemldves with a fmall pillage, and gave occafic

to the Spaniards to rejoyce, and to make proceilions <

Thankfgiving for their fafe deliverance out of their enemi
bsnds.

The way from this Gulf to Guatemala is not fo bad i

fome report and conceive, efptcially after Michaelmas ut

tit May, when the winter and rain is paft and gone, an

the winds begin to dry up the ways. For in the worft <

the year Mules? laden with four hundred weight at lea

go eaiily through the fteepeft, deepeft, and moft dangeroi

paffages of the Mountain^ that iie about this Gulf. Ati

though the ways are at that time of the year bad, yet th<

are f) beaten with the Mules, and Co wide and opei

tíut one bid ftep and paffage may bz avoided for a be

ter y and the worft of this way continues but 15 leagu

thtre being Rancho's or Lodges in the way, Cattel ar

Mu!
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Mules alfo among the Woods and Mountains, for relief

and comfort to a weary Traveller. What the Spaniards

moft fear until they come out of thefe Mountains, arefome

two or three hundred Blackjnoors, Simarroyes, who for too

much hard ufage, have fled away from Guatemala and o-

chcr parts from their Mafteis unto trKÍe woods, and
there live and bring up their children and increafe daily^

[b that all the power of Guatemala, nay all the Country

about (having often attempted it) is not able to bring

them under fubje&ion. Thefe often come out to the road

way, and fet upon the Requa's of Míales, and take of Wine5

iron, Clothing and Weapons from them as much as

they need, without doing any harm unto the people, or

laves that go with the Mules > but rather thefe rejoyce

with them, being of one colour, and fubjeft to ilavery

ind mifery which the others haye ihaken oft > by whofe
ixample and encouragement many of thefe (hake of their

rrifery, and joyn with them to enjoy liberty, though it be

but in the Woods and Mountains. Their Weapons are bows
tnd arrows which they ufe and carry about them, only to

lefend themfelves, if the Spaniards fet upon trums elfe

:hey ufe them not againit the Spaniards, who travel qui-

:tly and give them part or what provifion they carry,

rhefe have often faid that the chief caufe oftheir flying to

hofe mountains is to be in a readinefs to joyn with the E«-

[UJh and Hollanders, if ever they land in the Gulf > for they

mow, from them they may enjoy that liberty which the Spa-

niards will never grant unto them. After thefirft 1 5 leagues»

he way is better, and there are little T&&m and 'Vil-

ages of Indians, who relieve with provifion both- man and
>eaft, Fifteen leagues further is a great Town oí Indians, cal-

ed Acafabaftlan, (landing upon a river, which for hih is held

hebeft in all that Country, Though there are-maiiy forts,

fet above all there is one which they call Bobo, a thick

oundrilhas long or longer than a mans arm, with only a
niddle bone as white as ymlk, as fat as butter, and good to

>oil, fry, ftew or bake. There is alfo from hence naoit of
íhe way to Guatemala in brooks and (hallow rivers, one o|

.S. *. the
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the befl fort of fiíhes in the world, which the Spaniard

judge to be a kind of Trout, it is called there Tepemschin

the fat whereof refembles veal more than fiih.

This Town of Acaeabajilan is governed by a Spanian

who is called Corrigidor j his power extendeth no fur

ther than to the Gulf, and to thofc Towns in the waj

This Govtrnour hath often attempted to bring in thof

Stmarnms from the Mountains, but could never prevai

againfi them* All the ilrength of this place may be fom

twenty Muskets ( for fo many Spani/h houfes there ma
be in the Town ) and fome few Indians that ufe bows am

arrows, for the defence of the Town againft the Blaci^moc

Simarrenes*

About Acacabaftlan, there are many Eftancia's of Catt<

and Mules, much Cacao, Achiotte, and drugs for Choce

Jattei There is alfo Apothecary drugs, as Zarzaparilli

and Canna fifiula, and in the Town as much variety c

fruits and gardens, as in any one Indian Town in th

Country i But above all Acaeabajilan is far known, an

much efieemed of in the City ol •Guatemala,, for exceller

Musk-melons, fome fmall, fome bigger than a mans hea<

wherewith the Indians load their mules and carry thei

to fell all over the Country. From hence to Guatemah

there are but thirty fhort leagues, and though fome hi!

there be, afcents and defcents, yet nothing troublefom t

man or beaft. Among theie mountains there have bei

difcovered fome mines of metal, which the Spaniards ha\

begun to dig, and tiiading that they have been fomec

Copper, and fome of Iron, they have let them alone, judg

ing them more chargeable than profitable. But gveatc

profit have the Spaniards loft, than of Iron and Coppei

for uiing the poor Indians too hardly, and that in th:

way, from Acaeabajilan to Guatemala, efpecially about

place called, el Ague Caliente the hot water, where is

River, out of which in fome places formerly the India*

found fuch flore of gold, that they were charged by the Spc

niaras with a yearly tribute of gold. But the Spaniards b<

¡nglike Valdivia in Chille^ too greedy after it, murderin

th

-
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the Indians for not diCcQvering
y to them whereabout this

treafore lay, ha^e^ioft both treafure and Indians alfo. Yet

unto this day fearch is made about the Mountains, the Ri-

per, and the fands for the hidden freafure which peradven-

ture by Gods order and appointment, doth and (hall lie

lid, and be kept fox a people better knowing and honour-

ing their God. At this place called el Ague Caliente^ or

:he hot water, liveth a Blackmore in an Eftancia of his

5wn, who is held to be very rich, and gives good enter-

tainment to the Travellers that pafs that way; he is rich in

Cattel, Sheep, and Goats, and from his Farm flores Guate-

mala and the people thereabout with the beft cheefe of all

that Country. But his riches are thought not fo much to in-

rreafe from his Farm and cheefes, but from this hidden trea-

sure, which credibly is reported to be known unto him.

Be hath been queftioned about it in the Chancery of (Skj-

emaU^ but hath denyed often any fuch treafur^ to be known
jrnto him. The jealoufie and fufpicion of hirh, is, for that

ormerly having been a flave, he bought his freedom with

>reat fums of mony, and lince he hath been free hath

nought that farm and much land lying to it, and hath ex-

reedingly increafed his flock i To which he anfwereth,

hat when he was young and a flave, he had a good Matter,

who let him gee for himfelf what he could, and that he

Dlaying the good husband, gathered as much as would buy

his liberty, and at firft a little houfe to live in, to the which''

Grod hath fince given a bleiling with a greater increaíe dí

flock. From this hot water three or four leagues, there is

mother River called, Rio de las Voceas^ ox the River of

C<w/, where are a company of poor and Country people

moft of them Mefti2o's,and Mulatto's, who live in thatched

houfes, with fome fmall flock of Cattel, fpending their

time alfo in fearching for fands of Gold, hoping that one

day by their diligent fearch they and their children^

and all their Country (hall be enriched, and that Rio de

las Vaccas^ (hall parallel Paftotes, and flir up the wits

of Poets to fpeak of it as much as ever they have fpoke

©f that. From this River is prefently difeovered the

II

3

pleafanfc
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pleafanteft Valley in all that Country* ( where my felf did

live at leaft five years ) called the Valley of Mixco
y and P/-

mla? lying fix leagues ftorn Guatemala* being fifteen miles

in length, and ten or twelve in breadth*, Out of the in-

jclofures this Valley is ftpred with iheep, the ground in-

clofed is divided into many Farms, where groweth better

wheat than any in the Country of Mexico. From this Val-

ley the City is well provided of wheat, and Bifket is made

for the (hips that come every year unto the Gulf It is

called the Valley of Mixco and Pimía* from two Towns

pf Indians? fo called, (landing oppofite the one to the o-

ther on each tide of the Valley, Vínola on the left fide from

Tito de las Vaccas, and Mixco on the right. Here do live

many rich Farmers, bat yet Country and clowniih people.

who know more of breaking clods of earth, than of ma.

naging Arms offeniive or defensive, But among them 1

tnuft not fosget one friend of mine, called Juan Valomecptt

whom I fhould have more eftcemed of than 1 did, if I could

have prevailed- with him to have made him live more like

a man than a beaft, more like a free man than a bond flavi

to his Gold and Silver. This man had in my time threi

hundred iufty mules trained up in the way of the Gulf

which he divided into fix Requa's or companies i and foi

them he kept above a hundred Blackamoor llaves, men, wo<

men and children who lived near Mixco in feveral thafch'i

Cottages. The houfe he lived in himfelt was but a poo

thatched houfe, wherein he took more delight (o live thai

in other houfts which he had in Guatemala, for there h

lived like a wild Simarron among his flaves and BlacJ^moorJ

whereas in the City he (hould have lived civilly i there b

lived with milk, curd*, and black, hard, and mouldy bis

feet, and with dry taffa}or which is dry falted beef cut ou

in thin flices and dryed in the fun and wind, till thereto

little fubiiance left in it, fuch as his flaves were wont ti

carry to the Gulf for their proviiion by the way, whereas i

he had lived in the City, he mail have eat for his credi

what others of worth did eat. But the mifer knew well

which was the beft way to fave, and fo choft a field for
¡

City,
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;¿ty, a cottage for a houft, a company of Simarrones and

lackcmoors for Citizens, and yet he was thought to be

orth iix hundred thoufand duckats. He was the undoer
'

ail others who dtaled with Mules for bringing and car-

ing commodities to the Gulf for the Merchants > for he

iving lurty mules, lufty Haves, would kt the price or rate

r the hundred weight fo, as he might get, but others at

at rate hiiing Indians and fervants to go with their Mules,

ight lofe. He was fo cruel to his Blackc^oors, that ifa-

! were untoward, he would torment them almoft fo

:ath; amongft whom he had one flave called Macaco

for whom 1 have often interceded, but to little purpofe )

horn he would often hang up by she arms, and whipthini

¡1 the bloud ran about his back, and then his fleih being

irn, mangled, and all in a gore blood, he would for lalt

ire pour boiling greafe upon ir, he had marked him for

ilave with burning irons upon his face, hb hands, his

ms, his back, his belly, his thighs, his legs, that the poor

ive was weary of life, and I think would two or three

tnes have hanged himfelf, if I had not counfelled him
> the contrary. He was fo fenfual and carnal that he

ould ufe his own flaves wives at his pkafure ^ . nay when
i met in the Ciry any of that kind handfome, and to his

king, ifihe would not yield to his. defire, he would go to

:r ma tier or miftrefs, and buy her, offering far time than

ie was worth, boafting that he would pull down her

roud and haughty looks, with one years flavery under
im. He killed in my time two Indians in the way to

ie Gulf, and with his mony cameof£ as ifhe had killed

at a dog. He would never marry, beciufe his flaves

tpplyed the bed of a wife, and none of his neighbours

urft fay him nay h whereby he hatfed to fill that valley

4th baftards of all forts and colours, by whom
?
when

iat rich miier dieth, all hb wealth ^nd tfeafure is like to

e confumed.

Befides the two Towns which denominate this valley,

tare ftandeth at the Eaft end of it clofe by the Am de In
r
accas an Ermitage, called, N<ftra.$wnora del Carmel, or

v 4 ruu
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our Lady of Carmel, which is the Pariih-Church to all thol

feveral farms of Spaniards living in the valley ; thoug
true it is, moft conttantly they do refort unto the India

Towns to Mafs, and in Mixco efpeaally, the Spanian
have a rich fodality of our Lady of the Rofary, and td

Blackamoor's another. In all the valley there may be b(

tween forty and hfty Spanip farms or houfcs belonging t

the Ermitage» and in all thefe houfes, fome three hur

drtd flaves, men and women, Blackmoors and Mulatto

Mixco is a Town of three hundred families, but in it n<

thing coniiderable, but the fiches belonging onto the tw

forenamed Sodalities, and fome rich Indians, who ha>

learned oí the Spaniards to break clods of earth, and to fo

wheat, and to traffique with Mules unto the Gulf. B
fides what fowls and great (tore ofTurkies which intri

Town aie Bred, there is a conftant flaughter houfe» whe
meat is fold to the Indians within, and to the farms witl

but, and provifion is made for all the Requas and flav

that go to the Gulf with their Matters Mules. Btildes tl

fix Rcqua's before named of Juanfalomeqne
i

there are

this Valley four brothers, named, DonGafpar> Von Vie$

Von Thomas, Don Juan de Colmdres, ivho have each

them a Rcqua of threefcore Mules ( though few (laves, ar

only hired Indians to go with them ) to traffique to the Go
and over all the Country as far as Mexico íometimes. Y
befides thefe there are fome fix more Requa^s beiongit

to other Tartts, which with thofe of the Town of Mi
$o may make up full twenty Requa's \ and thofe twen

RequaY contain above a thouiand Mules, which on

from this Valky are imployed to all patts of the Cou
try by the rich Merchants of Guatemala* But to retui

again to the Town of Mixco, the conftant paiTage throuj

it of thefe Riqua's, of rich Merchants, of all paflei

gers that go and come from Spain¡ hath made it ve

iich ; whereas in the Town it felf there is no oth

commodity, except it be a kind of earth, whereof a

made rare and excellent pots far water, pans, pipkir

alters, diífees, chiiing-diílies, warming-pansV where
""'-

\ V '
*'

'

' tho
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hofe Indians (hew much wit, and paint them with

ed, white, and feveral mingled colours, and fell them to

Suatemala^ and che Towns about, which fome Criolian

vomen will eat by full mouth* fuls, endangering their

leakh and lives, fo that by thi* earthen ware they may look

.vhite and pale. The Town of Pinola in bigneis is much

ike unro Mixco, but a far pleafanter Town, more healthy

md better feated, ftanding upon a plain, whereas Mixco

[lands on the fide of a hill, which carryeththe Travellers

quite out of fight of the valley. In Pinola there is alfo a

daughter houfe, where Beef is daily fold, there is plenty of

fowís, fruits, mail, wheat, ( though not altogether fo bright

as that of Mixco ) hony, and the beft water thereabout i it is

called in the Indian tongue Panac, ( fome fay ) from a fruit

of that name which is very abundant there. On the North

and South fide of this valley are hills, which are mod fown

with wheat, which proveth better than in the low valley*

At the welt end of it, Hand two greater Towns than Mwo
and Pinola, named Pctapa, and Jmathlan, to the which

there are in the midft of the valley fome defcentsand afcents*

which they call Baranca's or bottoms, where are pleafant

ftreams and fountains, and good feeding for Cheep, and

Cattel.

Petapa is a Town of at leaft five hundred inhabitants

very rich, who fuffer alfo fome Spaniards to dwell a-

mongft them, from whom alfo thofe Indians have learned

to live and thrive in the world. This Town is the paíTage

from Comayagua, St. Salvador, Nicaragua, and Cofia Rica^

and hath got great wealth by the conftant goers and

comers. It is eiteemtdone of the pleafanteft Towns be-

longing unto Guatemala, for a great Lake offre(h water

neer unto it, which h full of fiih, efpecially Crabs, and

a fiih called Mojarra, which is much like unto a Multet

C though not altogether fo big ) and eateth like it. In

this Town there is a certain number of Indians appointed,

who are to fiLh for the City, and on Wednefdays, Fry-

days and Saturdays, are bound to carry fuch a quantity

to Guatemala^ of Crabs and Menu's' as the Gorrigidor

and
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and Regidores, Mayor and Aldermen ( who are but eight
(hall command weekly to be brought.

This Town Petapa is fo called from two Indian words
Petap, which fignifieth a Mat, and ba, which fignifietr

water, and a Mat being the chief part of an Indian*

bed, u is as much as to fay a bed of water, fromth<
fmoothnefs, plainnefs, and calmsiefs of the wafer of th<

Lake, There liveth in it a principal family of Indian*

who are faid to defcend from the ancient Kings of thofi

parts, and now by the Spaniards are graced with the no-

ble name oiGuzman j out of this family is chofen one tc

be Governour of the Town with fubordination unto th<

City and Chancery of Guatemala, Don Bamabede Guzmat
was Govemoor in my time, and had been many years be-

fore, and governed very wifely and djfcreetly till wki
old age he came to lofe bis fight i and io his placeen-
trcd hisfon Von Pedor de Guzman^ oí whom the reft of th*

Indians ftood in great awe, as formerly they had to his Fa-

ther. Bad not theft* Indians been given to drunkennefs

( as moñ Indians are J they might have governed a Town
of Spaniards» This Governour hath many priviledges gran-
ted unto him ( though none to wear a f^vord, or rapier,

as may the Governour of Chiapa of the Indians ) and
appoints by turns feme of the Town to wait and attend
on him at dinner and fupper, others to look to his Hor-
fes„ others to fiih for him, others to bring him wood
for his houfe (pending, others to bring him meat for his

Horfcs y and yet after all this his attendance, he attends

and waits on the Fryer that lives in the Town, and doth
nothing concerning the governing of the Town and ex-
ecuting of jufiice, but what the Fryer alloweth and ad-
viferh tobe done. There is alfo great ferviae appointed
for this Fryer, of Fifhermen, and other attendants in his

houfe^who liveth as tfatcly as any Biíhop. Moñ trades

belonging to a well fetled Common- wealth, are here ex-
crcifed by thefe Indians. As for herbage, and garden-fruits

and requisites, it haih whacfoe ver maybe found or defired

in the City oiGuatsmala. The Church treafure is very

great
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•eat, there being many Sodalities of our Lady and other

eir Saints, which are enriched with crown*, and chains

id bracelets, belidcs the lamps, cenfors, and filver candle-

cks belonging unto the Altars. Upon Michaelmas day

the chief fair and feafi of the Town, which is dedicated

ito S. Michael^ whither many Merchants retort from Guá-

rnala to buy and fell > in the afternoon, and the next

ly following, Bull-baiting is the common fport for that

aft with Come Spaniards and Blackftnores on Horfe-back,

id other Indians on foot, who commonly being drunk,

«ne venture, fome lofe their lives in the fport. Befides

lis general concourfe of people every year at that time,

íere is every day at five a clock in the afternoon a Tian-

aez or Market, upheld by the concourfe of the Indians

f the Town among themfelves. Befides the lake, there run-

eth by this Town a river, which in fome places is eafily wa-

cd over, and waters the fruits, gardens, and other planta-

ions, and drives a mill which ierves moll of the valley to

[rind their wheat. Within a mile and a half of this Town
here is a rich Ingenio or farm of Sugar belonging to one

Ubafttan de Savaletta, a Bifcain born, who came at firft

ery poor into that Country, and ferved one of his Count-

ry mem but with his good inciuftry and pains, he began

o get a Mule or two to traffique with about the Country,

UlaíUíl heincrealed hisftock to a. whole Requa of Mules,

md from thence grew fo rich that he bought much land

ibout Petapa^ which he fouqd to be very fit for Sugar,

ind from thence was incouraged to build a princely houfe,

whither the beft of Guatemala do refort for their recreation.

This man maketh a great deal of Sugar for the Country,

and fends every year much to Sfalns he keepeth at leaii

threefcore llaves of his own for the work of his farm, is

very generous in houfe kceping
s
and is thought to be worth

above five hundred thoufand Duckats. Within half a mile

from him there is another farm of Sugar, which is called

but a Trapiche belonging unto the Auguftin Fryers of Gua-

temala^ which keeps fome twenty flaves, and is called a

trapiche, for that it grinds not the Sugar Cane with that

devkg
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device of the Ingenio, but grinds a lefs quantity, and
makes not fo much Sugar as doch an Ingenio. From hem
three miles is the Town of Amatitlan

y
neer unto whi<

fiandeth a greater Ingenio of Sugar, than is that of Sav,
letta, and is called the Ingenio of one AnU, becaufe he fii

founded it, but now it belongcth unto one Pedro Crejp& tl

Poftmafter of Guatemala', this Ingenio feemeth to be
little Town by it fclf for the many cottages and tbatchi
boufes of Blaci^moor (laves which belong unto it, who mi
be above a hundred, men, women, and children. T\
chief dwelling houfe is firong and capacious, and able l

entertain a hundred lodgers. Theie three farms of Sugi
(landing fo neer unto Guatemala^ enrich the City much, an
occafion great trading from it to Spain. The Town (

Amat'itlau, though in it there live not fo many Spanlau
as in Petapa, yet there are in it more Indian families tha
in Pttapa. The ftrcets are more orderly made and fra

roed like a Chequer board, they are wide, board, plair

and all upon duft and fand. This Town alfo enjoyeth th
commodity of the lake, and furniflieth with fifh theCit
of Guatemala, upon thofe days before named of Petapú
And though itilandeth out of the road-way, yet it is a]

moft as rich as Petapa. For the Indians of it get mud
by the concourfe of common people, and the Gentry c
Guatemala, who refort thither to certain baths of hot wa
ters, which are judged and approved very wholefom fo
the body. This Town alfo getteth much by the fait whicl
here is made, or rather gathered by the lake fide, whicl
every morning appeareth like a hoary froft upon ih¡

ground, and is taken up and purified by the Indians, anc
proves very white and good. Befides what they get bj

the fait, they get alfo by the Requa's of Mules in the val-

ley, and about the Country, which are brought to feed

upon that fait earth a day, or half a day, until they be

ready to burn ( the owner paying fix pence a day for e-

very Mule ) and it hath been found by experience,that this

makes them thrive and grow lufly, and purgeth them bet-

ter than any drench^ ox blood-letting. They have fur-

ther
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her great trading in Cotton- wool, more abundance óf

:uits than Petapa, a fairer market-place with twoextraor-

ibary great Elm- trees, under which the Indians daily

neet ar evening to buy and fell. The Church of this

[own is as fair and beautiful as any about Guatemala^ the

iches and Itate whereof hath caufed the Dominican Fry-

rs lince the year 163 J, to make that place the head and

>riory over the other Towns of the valley, and to build

here a goodly and fumptuous CloiiUr, in which in my

ime there was ( for I told then moft of it, and doubtleís

¡nee it hath much increafed ) eight thoufand Buckats laid

ip in a cheft, with three locks for the common expences

ifthe Cloifter. Thus my Reader, I have led thee through

he valley of Afixci?, and finóla^ Petapa and Amatitlan^

vhich in riches and wealth, what with the great trading

n it, what with the iheep andcatttl, what with theabun-

lance of mules, what with three Farms ofSuga** what with

he great Farms of Corn and Wheat, what with the Chur-

res treafures, yields to no other place belonging unto the

iominions of Guatemala. 1 may not target yet a double

wheat harveft ( as i may well term it ) in this Valley. The

Rrft being of a little kind of Wheat, which they call Trigo

TremefwO) ( a word compounded in Spanifh from thefe two

words, tres mefes^ox from the Latin tres rnenfes ) which af-

ter three months (owing is ripe and ready to be cut down,

and being fowed about the end oiAuguft, is commonly har-

vefted in about the end of November» and although in the

fmalnefs of it, it feems to have but a little Flour, yet it

yields as much as their other fort oí Weat, and makes as

white bread, though it keep not ¿o well as that which is

made of other W7
heaf, but Toon groweth (hie and hard.

The other harveft ( which is of two forts ofWheat, one cal-

led Rubio or red Wheat, the other called Blanquilko^ or

white like Candía Wheat ) followeth foon after this firft of

Tremefino, for prefently after Chriftmas every one begins to

bring their tickles into the field, where they do not only

reap down their Wheat, but rnftead of threlhing it

in barns, they caufe it to be trod by Mares inclined

within
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within floors made on purpofein the fields, and when i

Wheat is trod out of the Ears by the Mares trampling,
i

are whipped round about the floors that they mayw
ftand ftill, but tread it conftantly and throughly j then i

Mares being let out of the floors, the Wheat is winnow
from the chaff, and put up clean into f*cks, and from 1

field earned to the Barns ; but the chaffand moft of i

Itraw is left to rot in the fields, which they efteem as go
as dunging \ and farther fet all the fields on fire, burni
the flubfale that is left a little before the time of the fj

fhowers of rain, which with the aihes left after the bi

ning fatteth the ground.; and by them is held the beft w
to husband or dung their ground. Others that will fovi

new and woody piece ofhnd
f caufe the trees though til

ber trees to be cut down, and fell not a flick ofthat woe
( which ihere is lb plentiful, that they judge it would n

quit their coil to carry it to Guatemala, though in Engla
it would yield tboufandsof pounds ) but they let it lie ai

dryland before the winter rain begins, they fet on fire

the field» and burn that rich timber, with the aihes whei
of that ground becomes fo fat and fertile, that where u
on an Acre we iowhere three buihds ofWheat, or upward
they faw fuch ground fo thin, that they fcarce dare ve
ture a full buihe! upon an Acer, left with too much fprea<

ing upon the ground it grow too thick, be lodged, ar

they íoíe their crop. The like they do unto the pafture <

the Valley, about the end or March, it is fbort and withei

ed and dry, and they alfo fet it on fire, which being bun
cauieth a difmal fight, and profped of a black Valley

but after the firft two or three ihowers,it puts on again ii

green and plejfant garment, iovkhig the Cattel, Sheq
Lambs, Goats, and Kids, ( which for a while were drive

away to other paftming ) to return and fport again, to fee

and reft in its new flourlíhing bolón). But now it is timt

I return again back to the other end of this Valiey, to th

líiú de ¡ai Vazcas (from whence I have viewed the corn

pafs of it, and made my long digreilion from Eaft to Weft

co the farthe ft Town at Amatitlan) to (hew thee, my Rea

de*
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er, the little part of thy way remaining unto Guatemala*
>ue it is, from the Ermitage of our Lady, there is a
reightway through the middle of the Valley leading al-

10ft to Amathlan, and then turning up a hill out of the
falley on the right hand jBuc that hath many afcems and
efcents, bottoms, falls and rifings, and therefore is nor the
onftantRoad, which fromthe Ermitage, pointeth on the
ight hand, obferving the Town of Mixoo, (landing but
ve miles from Guatemala, from Mixco the way ly^th up
hill, and leadeth to a Town fomewhac bigger than Mix-
I of Indians called San Lucas, or St. Luke, a cold Town,
ut exceeding rich j the temper and coldnefs of it hath
ladeit the ¿torehoufe, or Gianary for all the City ; for
whereas below in the Valley, the Wheat will not keep
>ng without mufting, and breeding a worm calkd Gurgo-
?, fuch is the temper of this Town of St Lu\e, that in it

be Wheat will keep two or three years ready threlhed,
nth a little turning now and then ^ and as it lyech will
¡tve and yield, ( as experience taught me there )fo that he
hat hath laid up in that Town two hundred bufluls of
Vheat, at the years and (hall find neer upon two hun*
Ired and twenty buihels, This Town therefore receives
rom the Valley moft of the harveft, and is full of what
ve call Barns, but there are called trojas, without floors,
Hit raifed up with ftacks aiad bords a foot or two from the
¡round, and covered with mats, whereon is laid the wheat,
md by fome rich Monopoliñs from the City is kept and
íoarded two and three years, until they find their bti\ op-
rcrtunity to bring it out; to fale, at the rateof their own
v\\l and pleafure. From, hence to Guatemala there is but
hrce little leagues, and on* only Barauca or bottom, and
)n every fide of the way little petty Towns which they
rail Milpas, confining of fome twenty Cottages in the
iiiddleofthewayis the top of a hill, which difcoverctb
til the City, and ftandeth as overmaftering of it, as if witte
1 piece or two ofOrdinance it would keep all Guatemala
in awe

; But bebdes this hill which is the wide ando-
pen Road, there ftand yet forwarder on the ri |t¿ and left

hand
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hand other mountains which draw neerer to the City^ am
what this top peradventure with too much diihnce, is no

able to do or reach, the others certainly wouíd reach witl

Canon (hot and command that far commanding Cit}

Down this hill the way lies broad and wide, and as opei

as is the way down Barnet or High gate Hill» and atth

bottom it is more flraitned between the Mountains; for th

fpace ofa bowthot, which paffage alfo is craggy by rcafoi

of (tones and fome fmall pieces of rocks which lie in

brook of water that defcends from the Mountains, am

runs toward the City* But at a little Ermitage called Sf

J&bn^ the way opens again it felf, and fheweth .Cuaterna

la^ welcoming the weary travellers with a pleafant pro

fped:, and eafing theirs, or their mules or Horfes feet, wha

with green walks, what with a fandy and gravelly Roa<

unto the City, which never (hut gate againir any goer o

comer, nor forbad their entrance with any fenced wal!<

or watchmens jealous queftions, but freely and gladly en

tertains them either by the back fide of the Dominican

Cloiiler,or by the Church and Nunnery called the Concep

tiori. And thus my Reader and Country-man I have brough

and guided thee from the Gulf unto Guatemala ^ (hewing to

what that way is moil remarkable,. I (half not now thcv

thee any more of this Cities Dominions toward Ntcaragu

and the South (havng already ihcwn (hire the way asía

as Realejo ) leaving that till I come to tell thee ofmy jour

ney homewards, which I made that way. There remain

yet the Country of the Vera Paz and the way unto it c<

difcover, and fo to clofe up this Chapter. The Vera Paz

is fo called, for that the Indians of that Country hearinj

how the Spaniardi had conquered Guatemala, and die

conquer the Country round about, wh'erefoever they came

yielded themfclves peaceably and without any rchfiarice un

to theGoverment of Spain. This Country formeily hac

a Biihoptoitfelfdiftindtfro/u Guatemala, but now is mad<

one Bifhoprick with that, It is governed by an Alcalde

Maior
s
or high Juftice fent from Spain, with iWboidinati-

on to -the Court of Guatemala, The foeaé óí' ffiirc

#6#*
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'own of if, is called Cohan, where is a Cloifter of Domi-
can Fryers,and the common place of reiidcnce of the

Icalde Major. All this Countty as yet is not fubdued
f the Spaniards, who have now and then lome ftrong

icounters with the barbarous and heathen people, which
: betwen this country and Jucatan-, and fain would the

laniards conquer them, that they might make way
irough them unto a Town called Campin belonging

Jucatan, and fettle Commerce, and Traffiqtae by land

ith that Country, which is thought would be a great

rthqrance to the Country and City of Gmtemala, and
faferway to convey their goods to the Havana, than by

eGulf, for oftentimes the Ships that go.'fiom the Gulf
the Havana, are met with by the Hollanders and fur*

ifed. But as yet the Spaniards have not been able to

ing to pafs this their Defign, by reafon they have found
ong Refiftance from the heatheniih People, and a hot
rvice to attempt the conquering of them* Yet there

as a Fryer a great aequaintant of mine, called Fryer

•ancifeo Moran, who ventured his Life arxíóng thofe Bar-

irians, and with two or three Indians went on foot

rough that Country, till he came to Campin, where he
und a few Spaniards, who wondred at his Courage and
)ldnefs in coming that way. This Fryer came back a*
lin to Cohan and Vera Paz, relating how the Barbark
is hearing him fpeak their Language, and finding birri

nd, loving, and courteous to them, ufed him alfo
ndly, fearing (as he faid) that if they fhould kill him,
le Spaniards would never let them be at Reft and Quiet
II they 'had utterly deftroyed them, He related wheri
1 came back, that the Country which the Barbarians in«
ibit, is better than any pan of the Vera taz, which is
tbjeft to the Spaniards; and fpoke much of a Valley.,
'here is a great Lake, and about it a Town of Indians
[hich he judged to be ofjit letfft twelve thoufamd I nha-
itants, the Cottages lying at a diftance one froth a-
other. This Fryer hath wricof this Ccttncry-snd $&!»

<" v:
***" - gojie
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gone to Spain to the Court to motion the conquering c

it, fof the Profit and Commodity that may enfue both t

Guatemala and Jucatan, if a way were opened thithe:

But though as yet on that fide the Spaniards and the Cour
try of the Vera Paz, be firatgbtned by that heathenil

People, yeton^he other fide it hath free Paffage unto th

Gulf, and trade there when the Ships do come, carryin

Fowls and what other Provifion the Country will «fibi

for the Ships, arid bringing from thence Wines, and, othi

Spanijb Wares to Cohan. This Country is very hil!

and craggy, and though there be fome big Towns in i

there are not above three or four that are confiderablc. Tti

chief Commodities are Achiotte (which is the beft of all th

Country belonging to Guatmala)*n¿ Cacao, Gotten-woo
Hony, Cannafiftula, and Sarzaparilla, great ftore of Mai
but no Wheat, much Wax, plenty of fowl and Birds of s

coloured Feathers, wherewith the Indians make fome cm
ous Works, but not like thofe of Mechoaean, Hci

are alfo abundance of Parrets, Apes and Monkies whi<

breed in the Mountains. The way from Guatemala,

this Country is that which hitheito hath been ipoken

from the Gulf^ as far as the Town of St. Luke >and fro

thence the way keeps on the Hills and Mountains whit

lie on the fide of the Valley of Mixco. Thefe Hills a

called Sacatepeques, ( compounded of Sacate and Tep

the latter fignifying a Hill, and the former, Herb,

Graft, and thus joyned, theyfignifie Mountains ofgral

and among them are thefe chief Towns, firft, Säntjago,

St. Jamesj a Town of five hundred Families i íecondl

San fedrooi St. Peter, confining of fix hundred Fair

lies-, thirdly, St. Juan or St John, confiding alfo of

te ft fix hundred Families \ and fourthly Sto. Domingo S

naco, or St. Dominic of Senaco, being of three hundn

JFamilies. Thefe tour Towns are very rich, and thetv

Jaft very cold, the two firft are warmer j there are abo

thtm many Farms of Corn and good Wheat, befid

the Indian Maíz* Thefe Indians are fome what of mo
Couraj
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wage than thofe of other Towns, and in my time
re like to rife up againft the Spaniards for their unmer-
tl Tyranny over them. The Churches are exceeding
1 > in the Town of Santjago, there was living in my
e one Indian, who for only vain- glory had beftowed
worth of fix thouiand Duckats upon that Church, and
afterwards this Wretch was found to be a Wizard and
later. Thefe Indians get much Mony by letting out
it Tuffs of Feathers, which the Indians ufe in their

ices^upon the Feaftsofthe Dedication «of their Towns,
fome o£the great Tuffs may have at lean threefcore

I Feathers of divers colours, for every Feather hiring

f have half a Rial, befides what price they fet to eve-
Feather, if any ihould chance to be loft. From the
vn of St. John, which is the furtheft, the way lies

1 and pleafant to a little village of fome twenty
*ges, called St. Ramundoot St. Raymond, from whence
eis a good days journey up and down Barrancas, or
oms to a Rancho, or Lodge ftanding by a River
which is the fame River that paffes by the Town of

eabaftlan fpoken of before. Frorfci this is an Afcent or
ry craggy and rocky Mountain, called the Mountain
KabinaU where ai e fteps cut out in the very Rocks
the Mules feet, and flipping on one or the other ficje

fall furely down the Rocks breaking their Necks,
mangling all their Limbs and Joynts, but this Dan-
continues not long nor extends above a League
a half, and in the top and worft of this danger,

1 is the comfort ofa goodly valley, called E/ Valle de
Nicolas , St. Nicolas his Valley , from an Eftantia

d St. Nicolas belonging to the Dominicans Cloiikr
loban. This Valley, though it muft not compare
1 that of Mixco and Pinola \ yet next after if, it may
take place, for only three things coniiderable in

TJe firft is an Ingenio of Sugar, called San Geronymo>
St. Hierome, belonging to the Dominicans Cloifier

Guatemala ^ which indeed goes beyond thai fpoken

X % of.
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of Amaiitlan, both far abundance of Sugar made then

and fent by Mules to Guatemala over that rocky Moui

tain, and for Muldtude of Sraves living in it under tl

command of two Fryers, and for the excellent Horf

bred there, which are incomparably the beft of all tl

Country of Guatemala for Mettle and Gallantry, ar

therefore ( though Mules are commonly ufed for bu

thens^) are much defired and looked after by the Ga

lants and Gentry of the City, who make it a great pa

of their honour to prance about the Streets. The 1

cond thing in this. Valley is the Eftancia, or Farm

St. Nicoiaf, which is as famous, for breeding of Muí

as is St, Hierome for Horfes. The third Ornament

it is a Town of Indians, called Rabinal, of at le;

eight hundred Families, which hath all that heart c

wiih, for Pleafure and Life of man. It inclines rath

to Heat than Cold, but the Heat is moderate and mu
qualified with the fnany cool and ihady Walks, Th<

is not any Indian Fiuit, which is not there to be four

befides the Fruits of Spain, as Oianges, Lemon?, fw<

and four, Citrons, Pomegranates, Grapes, Figs, Almon<

and Dates •> the only want of Wheat is not a want

them that mind Bread of Wheat more than ofMaiz, i

in two days it is eaiify brought from the Towns

Sacateptqmsi For Fkfti, . it harh Beef, Mutton, K
Fowls, Turkles, Quails Partridges, Rabbets, pheafan

and fpr Fiih, it hath a River tunning by the Hcui

which yields plenty both gieat and fmall The t

¿tans of this' town are much like thofe of Cbk

of the Indiansy for Bravery, for Feafting, for Riding

Horfts, and (hewing th'emfeives in Sports and Paftim

This Town my Friend Fryer John Baptifi, after heh

been Prior of many Places, and cfpecially of Cbu

and Guatemala, chofe to live in to enjoy Quietnefs, Pl<

fcre and Content i and in this Town was I leafted by h

infuch afumptuous, prodigal and lavifhing way, as tri

might make poor* Mendicant Fryers alhamed to cci
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) near to Princes in vanity of Life and Dyet. From
lis Valley to the V%ra Faz, or Cohan, the head-Town

fit, there is nothing contiderablsyfave only one Town
lore called St. CbriflovaL or $L Cbri(lopl>er, which en-

>ys now a pleafant Lake, and bottomlefs, ais is re-

orted. Formerly there being no Lake at all, in a great

arthquake, the Earth there opened, and fwallowed up

íany Houfes, leaving this Lake which ever foce hath

imtinued, From hence to Cohan the Ways a^e bad and

lountainous, yet fuch as through the worn of them,

íoíe Country- mules with heavy Burthens eafily go through*

ná thus with my Pen, Reader, have I gone through

10ft of the Bounds and Limits of Guatemala, which is

lore fumifhed with gallant Towns of Indians, than is

ny part of all America y and doubtlefs were the Indi-

ns warlike, induftriousv a&ive for War ór Weapons, no

art in al! America might be ftronger in People then

'uatemala. But they being kept under and oppreffed by

le Spaniards, and no Weapons allowed them, not fo

mch as their natural Bows and Arrows, much Ms Gans,

'iftols, Mufquets, Swords, or Pikes, their Courage is

one, their Affe&ions alienated from the Spaniards, and

3 the Spaniards might very w<jil fear, that if their

Country (hould be invaded, the Multitude of their Indian

eople, would prove to them a Multitude of Ene-

aies^ either running away to another fide* or forced

help, would be to th^m but as the help of fo many

lies. •

' p
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CHAP. XIX.

Shewing the Condition, Quality, Fafhion9 i

Behaviour of the Indians of the Country

Guatemala, fince the Ccnqueft, and efpecu

of their Feafts and yearly Solemnities.

THe Condition of the Indians of this Country ofG
témala is as fad, and as much to be pitied as of s

Indians in America, for that I may fay it is with then
fome fort, as it was with Ifrael in Egypt, of whom i

faid, Exodii. 7. fheyifyerefruitful and increafed abunda
ly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty, and the I

was filled with them, and therefore Fharao faid mto
people, Verf. 10. Let us deal wifely with them, left they n
tiply, and it come to pafit, that when then falleth out any n
they joynalfo mto our enemies, and fight againft us. "th

fon they did fa over them task^mafters, to afflitt th

with their Burdens, and they made their lives bitter n
bondage, in Mortar and in Bricl^ and in all manner
fervice in the field \ and all their fervicé wherein t,

made them ferve was with Rigor. Though it is true th-

ought not to be any companion made betwixt the Ifraelt

and the Indians, thofe being Gods people, thefe not
yet> neverthelefs the Companion may well hold in (

Opprt ilion of the One and the other, and in the Mam
and Caufe of the oppreffion, that being with Biifernc
Rigour, and hard Bondage, and left they fhould multif
and increaft too much. Certain it is, thefe Indians fui
great Oppreffion from the. Spaniards, live in geat Bitt<

nefs, are under hard Bondage, and ferve with great Rige
and all this, becaufe they are at leaíl * thoufaná of the
for one Spaniard^ thsy daily multiply au<j mcr$afe

?
in Chi
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ren and Wealth, and therefore are feared left they Ihould

: too mighty, and either rife up of themfelves, or joyn

lemfelves to any Enemy againft their OppreíTors i fox both

hich Fears and Jealoufies, they arc not allowed the uie

any Weapons or Arms, no not their Bows and Arrows

hich their Anccftors formely ufed > fo that as hereby

e Spaniards are fecured from any Hurt or Annoyance

om them as an unarmed People h fo may any other Nati-

i that (hall be incoutaged to invade that Land, be fecure

fo from the Indians , and confequently the Spaniards own
}licy for themfelves againft the Indians may be their

eateft Ruine and Deftru&ion, being a great People and
it no People i for the Abundance of their Indians would
5 to them as no People * and they themfelves fwho
it of their few Towns and Cites live but here and

ere, too thinly fcattered upon fo great and capacious a

ind ) would be but a Handful for any reafonable Array*

id of that Handful very few would be found able or fit-

ig men •, and thofe able men would do little without the

:lp of Guns and Ordnance > and if their own oppreffed

:ople> Black- moors and Indians ( which themfelves have

ways feared J ihould fide againft them, foon would they

í fwallowed up, both from within and from without,

nd by this it may eafily appear how ungrounded they

c, who fay, it is harder to conquer America now then

Cortez his time, for that there are now both Spaniards

id Indians to fight againft, and then there were none but

ire and naked Indians. This I fay is a falfe Ground i

»r then there were Indians trained up in Wars one againft

lother, who knew well to ufe their Bows and Arrows,
id Darts and other Weapons, and were defperate in their

ights and fingle Combats, as may appear out of the Hiño-
es of them*, but now they are cowardifed, oppreífed, un-
rnud, foon frighted with the noife of a Mafquet, nay
ith a four and grim look of a Spaniard^ fo from them
íere is no Fear * neither can there be froth tie Spani*
rdj^ who from all the vaft dominions, of Guattmdl*

if not able to raife five thou&nd able fighting men, nor
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to defend fo many Paflages as lie open in feveral Part
of chat 'Country, which the wider and greater it is, migh
be advantageous to ^any Enemy, and while the Spaniard it

one place might oppofe his ftrength^ in many othe

places might his Land be over-run by a forain Nation ^ na
by tkir own Slaves the Blacl^mms > who doubtlefs tob
fet 'ajt liberty would fide agaihft them in any fuch occafi

on j and laftly, the Cmlians who alfo are fore oppre(

íedt by them, would rejoyce in fech a day, and yield ra

¡thcr to live with Freedom anä Liberty under a forain pec

lp!e, than to be longer oppreffed by thofe of their ow

j
mood.

I

The miferable Condition of the Indians of thatCouti

I iff is fuch., that though the Fungs of Spain have neve

I viefyfcd -to what fome would have, that they íhould t

j
Slaves, yet their lives are as fuSil of Bitternefs as is th£ Hi

ofa Slave: For which 1 have known my felf fome of thet

fhafi have come home from toiling and moiling wit

Spaniards^ after many Blows, forne Wounds, and little c

wo* Wages, who liave fullenSy and ftubbornly lain dowi

/Upon their Beds, refoiving (o die rather then to live an

longer a Life fo Slaviih, and have refufed to take eithc

Meat or Drink, or any thing elfe comfortable and nourift

ing, which their Wives have offered to them, that Í

by pining and ftarving they nnight confume themfelvei

Some I have by good perfuafions (encouraged to Life r;

thei than to a voluntary and wilful pcath ^ others thes

have been that would -not lie periuaded, but in that wilfi

Way have died. The Spaniards that live about that Countr

(efpecially the Farmers of the Valley of Mixco, Finóla, JPt

tapa., ÄmathUn
%

and of thofe of the Sacatepeqnes ) alleg

that all their Trading, and Farming, is for the good of th

Common-wealth, and therefore whereas there are no

Spaniards enough for jfp ample and large a Countr

to do all their Work, and all are not able to buy Slave

and hlmfynocrs, they fiand in need of the Indians hel|

to fcrve them for their Pay and Hire h whereupon it hati

been coniider'd, that a Partition of Indian Labourers be iml
/,• : ( ever
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nty Monday, or Sunday in the Afternon to the Spani-

tds, according to the Farms they occupy, cr according to

íeir fcveral Employments, calling, and trading with

hiles, or any other way. So that for fuch and fuch a Di*

rid there is named an Officer who is called Juez Reparti-

i?r, who according to a Lift made of every Farm, Houfe,

nd Perfon, is to give fo many Indians by the Week.

JLnd here is a Door opened to the Prefident of Guatemala,

nd.to the Judges to protride well for their menial Ser*

antáwhc^m they commonly appoint for this Office, which

5 thus performed by them. They name the Town and

>lace of their meeting upon Sunday or Monday, to which

hemfdves and the Spaniards of that Difirió refort-

Hie IndimroS the feveral Towns are to have in a rea-

Linefs fo many Labourers as the Court of Guatemala

aath appointed tobe weekly taken out of fuch a Town,

ivho are condu&ed by an Indian Officer to the Town of

general meeting \ and when they come with their Tools,

their Spades, Shovels, Bills, or Axes, with their provi-

fion of Visuals for a Week (which are commonly fome

dty Cakes of Mdz, puddings of Frixoks, or French beans,

and a little Chile or biting long Pepper, or a bit of

Cold meat for the firft day or two ) and with Beds on their

backs C which is only a coarfc woolkn Mantle to wrap

about them, when they lie on the bare ground ) then are

they íhuí up in the Town-houfe, fome withBiows, fome

with:Spurnings, fome with Boxes on the ear, if prefent-

ly they go not in. Now all being gathered together, and

the haute filled with them, the Jnex Repartidor or Officer,

calis by the order of the Lift fuch and fuch a Spaniard,

andalfo ¿alls out of the houfe fo many Indians asjsy

the Court are commanded to be given him ( (ome are

allowed three, fome four, fome ten, fome fifteen^ lome

twenty, according to thdr Employments) and delsvo

reth fo the Spaniard his Indians, and fo to all the reft,

till they be all iesved , who when they receive their

Indians , sake from them a Tool, or their Mantles,

to lecute them that they run not -away, and for eve^y

Indian
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Indian delivered unto them, they give unto the Juez Ke-
partidor or Officer half a Rial, which is three pence an J«.
di&n for his Fees, which amounts yearly to him to a great
deal of Mony ;for fomc Officers make a partition or diftri-

bution of four hundred, feme of two hundred, fome of
three hundred Indians every week, and carries home with
him fo many halfhundred Rials for one, or half a days
work. If Complaint be made by any Spaniard that fuch
and fuch an Indian ran away from him, and ftrved
him not the Week pan, the Indian muft be brought, and
furely tied to a pon by his hands in the Market place' and
there be whipt upon his bare back. But ifthe poor In-
dian complain that the Spaniard coufened and cheated
him of his Shovel, Ax, Bill, Mantle or Wages, no Juftice
(hall be executed againil the cheating Spaniard, neither
(hall the Indian be righted, though it is true the Order
runs equally in favour of both Indian and Spaniard.

Thus are the poor Indians fold for three pence a piece for
a whole weeks Slavery, not permitted to go home at nights
to their wives, though -their Work lie not above a mile
from the Town where they live ; nay fome are carried
ten or twelve n iles from their home, who mufl not re-

turn ti 1 Saturday night late, and mutt that week do what-
ever their Mailer pleafed to command them. The Wa-
ges appointed them willfcare find them Meat and Drink
for the/ are not allowed a Rial a day, which is but fix-

pence, and with that they are to find themfelves, but for

fix days work and diet they are to have fire Rials, which
is half a Crown. This fame Order is obferved in the City
of Guatemala, and Towns of Spaniards, where to every
Family that wants the Service of an Indian or Indians
though it be but to fetch Water and Wood on their backs^

or to go of errands, is allowed the like Service from the
neereli Indian Towns, It would grieve a Chriftians heart

to fyehow by fomc cruel Spaniards in that Weeks fervice

i hole poor wretches are wrong'd and abufid /, fome viíi-

iing their Wiwat home, whilft their poor Husbands are

diggkig and delving j others whipping them for their

flow
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flow working others wounding them with their Swords,

or breaking their heads for fome reafonableand well groun-

ded Anfwer in their own behalf, others dealing from them

their tools, others cheating theip of half, others of all thcii

wages, alledging that their feivice coft them half a Rial,

and yet their Work not wtll performed. I knew fomc

who made a common pradice of this, when their Wheat

was fown, and they had little to do for the Indians > yet

they would have home as many as were due to their

Farm, and on Monday and Tuefday would make them cut

and bring them on their backs as much Wood as they need-

ed all that Week, and then on Wednefday .at noon ( know-

ing the great Defire of the Indians to go home to their

Wives, for which they would give any thing ) would

fay to them,, What will you give me. now, if I let you

go home to do your own Work ? whereto the Indians

would joyfully reply and anfwer, fome that they would

give a Rial, others two Rials, which they would take, and

fend them home, and io would have much Work done,

Wood to feive their houfe a week, and Many as much as

would buy them meat, and Cacao for Chocolate two
weeks together i and thus from the poor Indians do thofe

unconfcionablc Spaniards pra&ife a cheap and lafie way
of living. Others will fell them away for that week to

a Neighbour that hath preient need of Work, Demanding
Rials a piece for every Indian*, which he. that buyes them,

will be fare to defray out oftheir wages. So likewifc are

they in Slaviih Bondage and Readinefs for all PaiTengers

and Travellers, who in any Town may demand to the

next Town as many Indians to go with his Mules, or

to carry on their backs a heavy Burthen as he lhali need,

who at the Journeys end will pick fome quarrel with
them, and fo fend them back with Blows and Stripes

without any Pay at all. A Petaca, or leathern Trunk.,

and Chen of above a hundred weight, they will make
thofe Wretches to carry on their backs a whole day, my
fomc two or three days together, which they do by tying

¿he Chefi on each fide with Ropes, having á broad Leather in

the
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the middle, which they croft over the forepart of thei

Head, or their Forehead, hanging thus the Weigfc
on their heads and brows, which at their journeys en
hath made the Blood ñick in the Foreheads of fome, ga!
ling and pulling off the skitfyand marking them in the fore

top of their heads, who as the arctalled Tamemez, fo at

eafily knowi1

] in a/Town by their Ealdnefs, thatLeathc
girt having worn off all their hair. With thefe har
ufages, yet do thofe poor people make fhift to live 2

mongft the Spaniards, but fo that with anguifh of heai

they are ÍHÍ1 crying out to God for Juflice, and for Libert
j

whole only comfort is in their Prieits and Fryers, who ma
ny tienes quiet them when they would rife up in mja
tiny, and for thdr own ends often prevail over ther
with fair and cunning perfuafions, to bear and fuffer fc

Gods fake, and for the goo^d of the Common-wealth tha

hard Task and Service which is laid on them. ¿\nd th
in all Seafons, wet and dry, cold and hot, ^nd all Way
plain and mountainous, green and dirty, dufty and ftonj

they muft perform this hard Service to their commandite
Mailers, their Apparel and Cioaching is but fuch as ma
cover the Nakednefs of their Body, nay in fome it is fuel

torn Rags as will not cover half their Nakednefs. Thei
ordinary Cloathing is a pair of linnen or woollen Draw
ers, broad and open at the knees, without Shooes, ( the

in their journeys fome put on leathern Sandals to kee|

the Soles of their Feet )6r fiockins, without any Doublet
a íhort coarfe Shirt, which reaches a little below theii

Wafte, and fes ves more for a Doublet
,

than for a fhirt

and for a Cloak a woollen or linen Mangle, ( calPd Aiau]
tied with a knot over one fhoulder, hanging down or

the other fide almoft to the ground, with ^ twelve pe«

ny or two (hilling Hat, which after one good íhowcr oí

ÍSain ¡ike Paper falls about their necks and eyes v their Bed
they carry fometimes about them, which is that woollen

Mantle vvherewith they wrap themfelves about at night,

taking' off their Shirt atrd Drawers, which they lay un-

der their head for a pillow \ fome carry with them a

thort
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lort, flight, and light Mat to lie on, but thofe that cany

not with them, if ^they cannot borrow one of aneighr

our, lie as willingly in their mantle on the bare ground,

i a Gentleman in England on a Toft down-bed, and thus

ley foundly fleep, and loudly fnort after a days Work,

r after a days Journey with a hundred weight upon

heir backs. Thofe that are of the better fort, and rich-

r and who are not employed as Tamemez to carry

iurthens, or as Labourers to work for Spaniards^ but

eep at home following their own Farms, or fallowing

heir own Mules about the Country, or following their

[rades and callings in their Shops, or governing their

fawns, as Alcaldes, or Alguaziles, Officers of Juftice,

nay go a little better appareli'd, but after the fame

na'nner. For fome have their Drawers with a Lace at

:he bottom, or wrought with fome coloured Silk or Grew-

:li fo likewife the Mantle about them, ihall have either a

Lace or fome work of Birds on it, feme will wear a

:ut linen Doublet, others Shooes, but very few Scockins

or Bands about their necks-, /and for their Beds, the beft

Indian Govemour, or the richeft, who may be worth four

It five thoufard Ducats, will have little more than the

poor Tamemez \ for they lie on Boards, or Canes bound

together, and raifed from the ground, whereon they lay

a broad andha^dfom Mat, and at their heads for Man and

Wife two little ftumps of wood for Bolfters, whereon they

lay their fhirts and Mantles, and other cloaths for Pil-

lows, covering themfelves with a broader Blanket than is

their Mantle, and thus hardly would Don Bernabé de

Guzman the Govemour of Petapa lie, and fo do all the

beft of them. The Womens Attire is cheap and fqcn put

on, for mod of them alfo go barefoot, the richer and bet-

ter iort wear Shoocs, with bsoad Ribbons for Shoo- firings

and for a Petwoät, they tie about their Waftéawoolka

Mantle, which in the bettefc fort is wrought with fivers

Colours, but not fow'd at all, pleated or gather'd in,

\itbut as they tie it with a Lift about- them v they wear no fiii

next their body \ but cover their Nakedncfc with k kind of

fut-plke
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Surplice (which they call Guaipil ) which hangs loofeftom
their (boulders down a little below their Wafte, with o-
pen ihort fleevcs, which cover half their Arms v this Guai-
pil is curioufly wrought, efpecially in the Bofom, with
Cotton, or Feathers, the richer fort wear Brace-
lets and Bobs about their Wr'ifts and Necks i their Hair
is Gathered up with Fillets, without any Quoif or Co-
vering except it be the better fort. When they go to
Church or abroad, they pat upon their heads a Vail of Li-
nen, which hangs almoft to the ground, and this is

that which cofts them moft of all their attire, for that
commonly is of Holland or fome good Linen brought
from Spain, or fine Linen brought from China, which
the better fort wear with a Lace about*, when they are
at home at work they commonly take of their Guaipil or
Surplice, difcovcringthenakednefsof their Brefts and Bo-
dy. They lie alfo in their beds as do their Husbands,
wrapt up only with a Mantle, or with a Blanket. Their
Houfes are but poor thatch'd Cottages, without any upper
Rooms, but commonly one or two only Rooms below, in
one they drefs their Meat in the middle of it, ma-
king a compaís for Fire, with two or three Stones, without
^Mother Chimney to convey the fmoak away, which
fpreading it ftlf about the Room fills the Thatch and
Rafters fo with Soot, that all the Room feems to be a
Chimney. The next to it, is not free from Smoak and
Blackncfs, where fomteimes are four or five Beds accor-
ding to the Family. The poorer fort have but one Room,
where they eat, drefs their meat and fleep. Few there are
that ietany Locks upon their Doors, for they fear no rob-
bing, neither have they in their houies much to lofe,

Earthen Pots, and Pans, and Diihes, and Cups to
drink their Chocolatte, being the chief Commodities in
their Houfe. There is fcare any Houfe which hath not
alfo in the Y ard a Stew, wherein they bath themfelves
with hot Water, which is their chief Phyfick when they
feel themfelves diftempered. Among themfelves they are
in every Town divided into Tribes, which have one chief

Head'
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Head, co whom all that belong to that Tribe, tefort

¡n any difficult matters, who is bound to aid, pro-

eft, defend, counfel and appear for the reft ofhis Tribe
>efore the Officers of juftice in any Wrong that is like

be done to them. When any is tobe married, the Fa-
her ofthe Son that is to take a Wifeout of another Tribe»

¡pes to the Head of this Tribe to give him Warning of his

tons marriage with fuch a Maid. Then that Head
nects with the Head of the Maids Tribe, and they
onfer about it. The Bufinefs commonly is in debate aquarter

er of a year*, all which time the Parents of the Youth or
/Ian arc with gifts to buy the Maid > they aie to be at

he charge ofall that is fpent in eating and drinking, when
he Heads of the two Tribes meet with the reii ot the
Lindred of each fide, who fometimes fit in conference a
vhole Day, or moft part of a night. After many Days and
Jights thus fpent, and a full Trial made of the one
md other fides arTe&ion, if they chance difagree about
he Marriage, then is the Tribt and Parents of the
tfaid to reftore all that the other fide hath fpent and gi*
en. They give no Portions with their Daughters, but
yhen they die, their goods and Land are equally divi-
led among their Sons» Ifany one want a Houfe tolnfein,
)t will repair and thatch his Houfe anew, notice is given

th: Heads of the Tribes, who warn all the Town to
omc to help in the work, and every one is to bring a
mndle of Straw, and other Materials, fo that in one day
vith the help of many they finiife a Houfe, without any
Charge more than of Chocolatte, which they fcrve in
peat Cups as big as will hold above a pint, not putting in

tny coflly materials, as do the Spaniards, but only a little

\nnifeed, and Chile, or Indian Pepper, cr elfe they half
ill the Cup with Atolle, and pour upon it as muchCho-
:olatte as will fill the Cup and colour it. In their Diet the
poorer fort are limited many times to a Diih of Frixoles, or
lurky beans, black or white ( which are there in ve-
ry great abundance, and are kept dry all the year ) boil-
:d with Chile j and if they can have this, they hold them

felvcs
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felves well fatisSed ; with thefe Beans, they make alio Dun
plinsyfirfl: boiling the Bean a little, and then mingling

with a mafs of Maiz, as we mingle Currans in oi

Cakes, and foboil again the Frixoles, with the Dumplin <

Maiz- mafs, and fo eat it hot, or keep it cold s\ but this an

all whatever elfe they eat, they either eat with green b

ting Chile, or elfe they dip it in Water and Salt, wherei

is brafed fame, of that Chile.1 But if their means w;

not reach to Frixoles, their ordinary Fare and Dyet
their Tortilla's ( fo they call thin round Cakes made of Ü
dough and mafs of Maíz ) which they eat hot from' an ea

then Pan, whereon they are foon bak'd with one tun

ing over the lire} and thefe they eat alon# either wii

Chile and Salt, and dipping them in Water and Salt wii

a little bruifed Chile. When their Maiz is green and tei

der, they boil fome ofthofe whole Stalks or Charters, whei

on the Maiz grows with the Leaf about, and fo caftir

a little Salt about it, they eat it. I ha^ve often eat

this, and found it as dainty as our youqg green Peafe, ar

very nourifhing
>
but it much increafés the Blood. Al

of this green and tender Maiz they make a Furmity, boi

ing the Maiz in fome ofthe Milk which they have firft t

ken out of it by bruiting it. The poorert Indian nev

Wants ihis diet, and is well fatisfied, as long as his Belly

ihorowly tilled. But ttye pooreft that live in fuch Towi

where Fldh-meat isfofd, will make a hard (hift, but th

when they -come from work on Saturday night, they w
buy one half Rial, or a Rial worth offrcih Meat to eat <

the Lords day* Some will buy a good deal at one

and keep it long by drefling it into Tajfajo's, which a

bundles of Fleih, rowled up and tied fail i which thi

do, when for Examples jfake they have from a leg of Be

flic d off from the Bone all the Flefli with the kniíe, in tl

lenghth, form, and thinnefsof a Line, or rope. Thenthi

take the Flefli and fait it, ( which being flie'd thin foe

takes Salt ) and hang it up in their Yards like a line froi

Port to Port or from Tree to Tree, to the Wind for

Week., then they hang it in the fmoak another Weekar
^ aftc
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ter rowl it up ¡n fmall Bundles, which become as hard

; a Stone, and fo as they need it, they wafh ir, boil ¡t and

it it. This is America's powdered Beef, which they call

fiflajo, whereof I have often eaten, and the Spaniards

it much of it, efpecially thofe that trade about the Coun-

y with Mules i nay this Jajfajo is a great commodity^

id hath made tnany a Spaniard rich, who carry a Mule

r two loaden with thefe Tajfajo's in fmall Parcels and Bun-

lcs,to thole Towns where is no Flefli at all fold, and there

ley exchange them for other Commodities among the In-

ans, receiving peradvenrure for one Tajfajo or Bundle^

which coil them but half a Farthing) as much Ca-

0, as in other places they fell for a Rial or Sixpence,

he richer fort of people fare better, for if there be Fiih

: Flelh to be had, they will have it, and eat moll greedily
:
it, and will not fpare their Fowls and Turkeys from their

ffn Bellies. Thefe alfp now and then get a wild Deer,

noting it with their Bqws and Arrows. And wherathey

ive kiird it, they let it lie in the Wood in feme Hole o?

ottom covered with Leaves for about a Week* till

fiink and begin to be full of Worms, then they bring

home, cut it out into Joints, and parboil it with a herb

hich groweth there fomewhat like unto our Tamy, which

ley fay fweetens it again, and makes the Fiefh eat ten-

er, and as white as a piece cf Turkey, Thus parboiFd,

ley hang up the Joints in the Smoak for a, while, and then

oil it again, when they eat it, which is commonly dref-

:d with red Indian Pepper, and this is the Venifon of

tmerica, whereof I have fometimes eaten, and found it

rhite and (horf, but never duril be too bold with it^

ot that I found any evil Tafle in it, but that the appre-

enfion of the Worms and Maggots which formerly

ad been in it, troubled much my ftomach* Thefe In-

tans that have little to do at home, and are not em-
loyed in the weekly Service under the Spaniards, in

heir hunting will look fcrioufly for Hedge- hogs which
re juft like, unto ours, though certainly curs are

¥ not
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not Meat for any Chriftian, They are full oí Pricks a

Brinks like cms, and are found in Woods and Fields,

ving in holes, and as they fay feed upon nothing but

mits and their eggs, and upon dry rotten Sticks, Her

and Roots, ofthefe they eat much, the Fleih being as wh
and fweet as a Rabbit, and as ht as a January Hen, k
up and fatted in a Goop. Of this meat I have alfoeat

wd confefs it is a dainty Diih there, though I will Dot 1

the fame ofa Hedge-hog here ; for what here may be pi

fon, there may be good and lawful Meat, by fome ac

dental difference in the Creature itfelf, and in that wh
it feeds upon, or in the temper of the Air and Clims

This meat not only the Indians but the beftof the S¡

niatds feed on j and it is fo much efleemed of, that I

caufe in Lent they are commonly found, the Spania:

will nor be deprived" of it, but eat it alfo then, allec

ing that it is no Fleih ( though in eating it be in fata<

and in tafte, and in ú\ like Fleih ) for that it fteds i

upon any thing that is very nourilhing, but chiefly up

Amits eggs, and dry flicks. It is a great point of a
troveriie amongft their Divines, fome hold it lawful,

thers unlawful for that time *, it feems the pricks a

brittle s of the Indian Hedge-hog prick their Confcien

with a fooliih fcruple. Another kind ot Meat they ft

much on, which is called Iguana \ of thefe fome are fou

in the Waters, others on the Lacd. They are longer ü
a Rabbit, and like a Scorpion, with fome green, foi

black Scales on their backs. Thofe on the Land will i

very faft like Lizards, and will climb Trees like Squ

rels, and breed in Roots of trees or in Stone-Walls. 1
fight of them is enough to fright one» and yet wl
they are drefFd and fiew'd in Broth with a little fpi

they make a dainty Broth, and cat alio as white as

Rabbit, nay the middle Bone is made jufl like the Ba<

bone ofa Rabbit. They are dangerous meat, if not throug

ly boiled, and they had almofl: coft me my Life for eati

too much of them, not being flew cl enough. There ;

many Water and land-Tortoifes, which the Indians fi
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our for themfelves, and alfo relifh exceeding well to

the Spaniards Palate, As for drinking, the Indians ge-

nerally are much given to it *, and drink, if they have

nothing elfe,of their poor and fimple Chocolate, without

Sugar or many compounds, or of Atolle, till their Bellies

be ready toburfí. But if they can get any Drink that will

make them mad-irunk, they wijl not give it over as long

as a drop is left , or a peny remains in their purfe to

purchafe it. Amongft themfelves they ufe to make fuch

Drinks as are in operation far fironger than Wine» and
thefe they confe&ion in fuch great jars as come from
Spain* wherein they putfome little quantity\of Water*
tnd fill up the Jar with fome Mdaffo's, or Juice of the

Sugar-Cane, or fome Hony to fweeten it*, then for the

ftrengthning of it, they put roots and leaves of Tobacco,
with other kind of Roots which grow there, and they

know to be ftrong in operation, nay in fome places I have
known where they have put in a live Toad, and fo clofed

up the Jar for a fortnight, ora months fpacej till all that

iey havt put in him, be throughly ikep'd and the Toad
:onfum'd, and the Drink well ftrenghtn'd, then they o-

pen it, and call their Friends to the drinking of it, ( which
:ommon!y they do in the Night-time, leli their Prkft in

the Town ihould have notice of them in the Day J
which they never leave off, till they be madjand ra-

ging drunk. This Drink they call Chicha, which flinkV
fhoft filthily, and certainly is the caufe of many Indians
Death, fpecially where they ufe the Toads poyfon
with it; Once I' was informed living in Mixco, of a great
meeting appointed in an Indians houíe . and I took
with me the Officers of Jufiice ofihe Town, to fearch
that Indians houfe, where I found four Jars of Chicha not
yet open'd, I caufed them to be^taken out, and broken in
the ftreet before his door, and the filthy Chicha to be pou-
red out, which left fuch ^ (linking Scent in my nollrils, that
withthefmellofit, or apprehenfion of its Loathfomnefs, 1

fell to Vomitings and continued fick almofi a whole Week
after,

¥ * Now



324 *J New Survey Chap. XIX
Now the Spaniards knowing this inclination of the Indi-

ans toj^runkennefs, do herein much abufe and wrong
them » though true it is there is a ftriót Order, even tc

the. forfeiting ofthe Wine of any one who (hall prefume tc

fell Wine in a Town of Indiansy with a Mony-Mul& be

fides. Yet for all this the bafer and poorer fort of Spani

ards for their Lucre and gain contemning Authority, wil

go from Guatemala^ to the Towns of Indians about

and carry fuch Wine to fell and inebriate the Natives a

may be very advantageous to themfelves > for one Ja
of Wine, they will make two at lead, confeétioning i

withííony and Water, and other firong Drugs which ar

cheap, and firongly operative on the poor and weal

Indians heads, and this they will fell for currant Spa

ni{h wine, with fuch Pint and Quart-meafures, as ne

ver were allow'd by Juftice- Order, but by themfelve

invented. With fuch Wine they foon intoxicate th

poor Indians , and when they have made them drunk,, the

they will cheat them more, making them pay double fc

their Quart meafure ; and when they fee they can drin

no more, then they will caufe them to lie down and flee]

and in the mean while pick their Pockets, This is

common Sin among thole Spaniards cf^Quatemala
y
an

much pradiisM in the City on the Indians, when the

come thither to buy or fell. Thofe that keep the Bod

gones ( fo are cal I'd the houfes that fell Wine, which ai

no better than a Chandlers (hop, for befides Wine the

fell Candle?, Fifh, Salt, Cheefe and Bacon} will common!

intice the Indians, and make them d»nnk, and then pic

their Pockets, and turn them out of doors with BIom

and Stripes, if they will not fairly depart. There was i

Guatemala in my time one of thtfe Bodegoners, or ího¡

keepers of Wine and fmall Ware, nam'd Juan sxamos^ wh
by thus cheating and tiplingpoor Indians fas it was g
nerally reported) was worth 20000 duckats, and í

my time gave with a Daughter that was marrie<

8000 Duckats No Indian fhould pafs by his door

but he would call him in, and play upon him í

aforefai
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aforefaid. In my time a Spanifh Farmer, a Neighbour of

mine in the Valley of Mixco, chanced tolfend to Guatema-

la his Indian fervants with half a dozen mules laden with

Wrnat to a Merchant, with whoni he had agreed before

for the price, and ordered the Mony to be fent to him

by his Servant fwhom he had kept fix years, and ever

found him trufty) the Wheat being deliver'd and the

mony received (which mounted to ten pound fixteen

(hillings, every Mule earring fix Builiels, at twelve Rials

a Buihel, as was then the price ) the Indian with another

Mate of his walking along the ftreets to buy ftpe final!

Commodities pafltd by John Ramos his (hop, ox Bodegón,

who enticing him and his mate in, foon trifle up their

heels with a little confe&ion'd Wine for that purpofe, and

took away all his mony from the intruded Indian, and

beat them out of his houfe > who tlius drunk being fore'd

to ride home, the Indian that had received the mony, fell

from his Mule, and broke his neck*, the other got home
without his Mate or Mony. The Farmer profecuted

John Ramos in the Court for his mony, but Ramos being

rich and abler to bribe, thin the Farmer, got off very

well, and fo had done formerly in almoft the like cafes.

Thefe are but Peccadillo's among thofe Spaniards, to make
drunk, rob, and occafion the poor Indians Death*, whofe

Death with them is no more regarded nor vindicated,

than the death of a Sheep or Bullock, that falls into a pit.

And thus having fpoken of Apparel, Houfes, Eating and
Drinking, it remains that I fay fomewhat of their Civility,

and Religion ofthofe who liv'd under the Government of
the Spaniards, From the Spaniards they have borrow'd

their Civil Government, and in all Town? they have one
or two Alcaldes, with more or Jefs Regidores, (who are as

our Aldermen or Jurates ) and fome Alguaziles, more
or leis, who are as Confiables, to execute the orders

of the Alcalde ( who is a Mayor ) with his Brethren. In

Towns of 300 or 400 Families, o? upwards, there are com*
mqnly two Alcaldes, fix Regidores, two Alguaziles Mayors,

and fix under or petty Alguaziles. And fome Towns are ptj-

Y 3 vüeged
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vileged with an Indian Governour, who is above the Al-
caldes, and all the reft of the Officers* Thefe are chan-
ged every year by new Eleition, and are choftn by the

Indians themfelves, who take their turns by the Tribes or
Kindreds, whereby they are divided. Their Offices begin

on New years day, and after that their Election is car-

ryed to the City ofGuatemala ( if in that Diftriét it be I
or to the heads of Jufttcfc, or Spanifh Governours oí the

feveral Provinces, who confirm the new Ele&ion, and take

account ofthe laft years Expences made by the other Offi-

cers, who carry with them their Town-book of Accounts*,

and therefore for this purpofe every Town hath a Clerk or

Scrivener, called Efcrivano^ who /commonly continues

many years in his Office, by reafon of the Paucity and
"Unfitnefs of Indian Scriveners, who are not able to

bear fuch a charge. This Clerk hath many Fees for his

Writings and informations, and Accounts, as have theSpa-

niardsj though not fo much Mony or Bribes, but a fmall

matter according to the Poverty of the Indians. The Go-
ve rnour isalfo commpnly continued many years, being fome
chief man among the Indians, except for his Mifdemean-
ours he be complained of, or the Indians in general do all

itomach him.

Thus they being fetlcd in a Civil way of Government,
they may execute juftice on all fuch Indians of their

Town as do notonoufly and fcandaloufly offend. They
may imprifon, fine, whip, and banifh, but hang and quar-

tet they may not, but muft remit fuch Cafes to the Spanifh

G^feroour. So likewiie if a Spaniard pafling by the

Town, or living in it, do trouble the Peace, and mifde-

mean himfelfi they mav lay hold on him, and fend him
to the. next Spamfh jultice, with a fall Information of his

offence, but fine hiai or keep him above one night in pri-

son they may not. This Order they have againft Spani-

ards, but they dare not execute it, for a whole Town
(lands in awe of one Spaniard^ and though he never fo

hainoufly offend, and be unruly, wich Oaths, Thre^tnings,
atad drawing his Sword, he wakes them quake and

tremble
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semble, and not prefume to touch him > for they know

f they do, they (hall have the worft, either by Blows,

)r by fome Mif-information, he will give againft them,

fluid this hath been very often tried, for where Indians

lave by virtue of their Order indeavoured to curb an unru-

ly Spaniard in their Town, fome ofthem have beenwoun-

led, others beaten, and when they have carried the Spani-

trd before a Spanijb Juflice and Governour, he hath plead-

ed for what he hath done, faying it was in his own De-

fence, or for his King and Soveraign, and that the Indi-

tns would have kill'd him, and began to mutiny againft

the Spanijb Authority and Government , denying

to ferve him with what he needed for his Way and

Journy j thauhey would not be Slaves to give him or a-

ny Spaniard any Attendances and that they would make
an end of him, and of all the Spaniards. With thefe and

fuch like falfe and lying Mif informations, the unruly Spa-

niards have often been believ'd , and too much upheld in

their rude and uncivil mifdemeanours, and the Indians,

bitterly curb'd and puniih d, and anfwer made them in

[uch cafes, that if they had been Kill'd for their Mutiny

ind Rebellion againft the King, and his beft Subje&s, they

bad been ferv'd well enough 5 and that if they gave not

attendance to the Spaniards that paiTd by their Town,
their Houfesihould be fir'd , and they and their Children

utterly confum'd. With fuch like Anfwers from the Ju-
ftices and credency to what any bafq Spaniard (hall inform

againft them, the poor Indians are fain to put up all

wrongs, not daring to meddle with any Spaniard, be

he never fo unruly h by virtue of that Order which they

have againft them. Among themfelves, ifany Complaint
be made againft any Indian, they dare not meddle with

him till they call all his Kindred, and efpecially the Head
of that Tribe to which he belongs h who if he and the

reft together, find him to deferve Imprifonment, or Whip-
ping, or any other Puniihraent, then the Officers of Ju-
flice, the Alcaldes or Maiors, and their Brethern the Ju~
Wes infli<$ upon him that Puniihment which all (hall

y 4 i
agw
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agree upon. But yet after Judgment and Sentence giv
they have another which is their láft Appeal, if they pie*

and that is to their Prieft and Fryer , who lives in tb

Town, by whom they will fometimes be judg'd, and 1

dergo what Puniihment he fhall think titteir. To
Church therefore they often rcfort in points of Jufti

thinking the Prieft knows more of Law and Equi
than themfelves : who fometimes reveries what Judgmj
hath been given in the Town-houfe, blaming thcOffic

for their Partiality and Paffion againft their poor Broth

and fctting free the Party judg'd by them, which
Prieft does oftentimes, if fuch an Indian do belong
the Church, or to the Service of their Houfe, or have
ny other Relation to them, peradventure for their Wi
fake, whom either they aífed or imploy in waihing,

making their Chocolate. Such, and their Husbands n
live lawlefs as long as the Prieft is in Town. Anc
when the Prieft is abfent, they call them to Trial for s

Mifdemeanor, and whip, fine, or imprifon, ( which
cafion they will. fometimespick out on purpoie ) when
Prieft returns, they (hall be lure to hear of it, and fro

for it, yea, aod the Officers themfelves 'peradventure

•whiprin the Church, by the Priefts order and appoi

tnént v againft whom they dare not (peak, but willing

accept what Stripes and Puniíhrnent he lays on the

judging his Wifdoro,- Sentence, and puniflhing Hand, 1

Wiidom, Sentence and Hand of God j whom as they hi

been taught to be over all Princes, Judges, worldly Q
cers fo likewiie they believe, ( and have been fo taugl

that his Priefts and Minifters are above theirs, and all wor
ly Power and Authority. If hapned to me living

the Town of Mixco^ that an Indian being judg'd

be whipt for fome Oiforders, which he committ'

would not yield to the Sentence, but appeal'd to me, £
ing he would have his ftripes in the Church, and by my <

der, for fo he faid his whipping would do him good,
coming from the hand of God. When he was broug

f me, I could not reverft the Indians Judgment, i
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it was juft, and fo caus'd him to be whipt, which he

took very patiently and merrily, and after kifs'd my hands

arid gave me an Offering of mony for the good he faid I

had done his Soul Befidcs this Civility of Juftice a-

mongft them, they live as in other Civil and Politick

and well-governed Common wealths * for in moft of their

Towns, there arc fome that profds fuch Trades as are

practiced among Spaniards. There are among them

Smiths, Taylors, Carpenters, Mafons, Shoomakers, and the

like. It was my fortune to fet upon a hard and difficult

building in a Church of Mixco, where I deñYd to make

a very broad and capacious Vault over the Chappel,

which was the harder to be finiiht in a round Gircumfe-

lence, becaufe it depended on a Triangle ; yet for this

work I fought none but Indians^ fome of the Town, fome

from other places, who made it fo compleat, that the belt

and skilfulleft woikmen among the Spaniards had enough

to wonder at. So are moft of their Churches vaulted on

the top, and all by Indians h they only in my time built

anew Cloiftec in the Town of Amatitlan, which they fi-

niiht with many Arches of Stone both in the lower Walks

and in the upper Galleries» with as much Perfeäion as the

beft Cloifter of Guatemala^ had before been built by the

Spaniard. Were they more incouraged by the Spaniards*

and taught better Principles both for Soul and Body,

they would among themfelves make a very good Com-
mon* wealth. For painting they are much inclined to it,

and moft Pi&ures, and Altars of the Country Towns

are their Workminihip. In moft of their Towns they have

a School, where they are taught to read, to iing, and

feme to Write. To the Church there belong according

as the Town is in bignefs, fo many Singers, and Trumpe-

ters, and Waits, over whom the Prieit has one Officer*

who is called Fifcals he goes with a white Staff with

a little Silver Crofs on the top to reprefent the Church, and

ihew that he is^ the Priefts Clerk and Officer. When any

Cafe is brought "to be examined by the Prieft, this Fifcal

or Gkrk executes Juftice by the Priefts order. Be rbuft be

one
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one that can read and write, and is commonly the M
iter of Mufick. He is bound on the Lord» day ar
Saints days, to gather to the Church before and afti

Service all the Youths and Maids, and to teach thei
the Prayers, Sacraments, Commandments, and other poin
of Catechifm, allow'd by the Church of Rome. In t!

morning he and other Mufichns at the found of the Be
are to come to the Church to fwg and officiate

j

Mais, which in many Towns they perform with Orgai
and other Mufical inftrumems, ( as has been obferv'd bi

fore ) as well as Spaniards. So Hkewife at evening
j

five a clock they are again to refort to Church, whc
the Bell calis to prayers, which they cali Completa'
or Completory, with Salve Regina, a Prayer to the Vii
gin Mary. This Fifcal is a great man in the Towi
and bears more fway than the Maiors, Jurates, and othi
Officers of Juftice, and when the Priett is pleafed, giv<
attendance to him, goes about his errants, appoints fuc
as are to wait on. him when he rides out of Town. Bot
he and all that belong to the Church, are exempt frot
the^ common weekly Service of the Spaniards^ and frot
.giving attendance to Travellers, and from other Off
cers of Juftice. But they are to attend with their Waifi
Trumpets and Mufick, on any great man or Prieft tha
comes to their Town, and to make Arches with Bougfc
and Flowers in the Streets for their Entertainment. Befidc
thefe, thofe alio that belong to the Service of the Piiefl

houfe, are privileged from the Spaniards Service. No*
the Prieft has Change of Servants by the Week, wh
take their turns fo, that they may have a Week or twi

(

to do their own Work, If it be a great Town, he ha
three Cooks allow'd him, ( if a imall Town, but two
men Cooks who change their turns, except he have any oc
cafion of Feafting, then they all come. So likewile |
has two or three more ( whom they call Chahal) as But
lers, who keep whatfoever Provifion is in the houfe undei
Lock and key > and give the Cook what the Prieft ap-

points to f?e drefs'd for his dinner o% fupper j thefi

r keep
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«p the Table-Cloths, Napkins, Diihes, and Trenchers»

1 lay the Cloth, and take away, and wait at Table*

has befides three or four, and in great Towns half

dozen Boys to do his errants, wait at Table, and

:p in the houfe all the Week by turns, who^ with

: Cooks and Butler* dine and fup conftantly in the

eñs houfe, and at his charge. He hath alfo at Dinner

1 Supper* times the attendance of fome old Women (who

3 take their turns) to overfee halfa dozen young Maids,

10 next the Prieft's houfe meet to make him and

1 family Tortillas or Cakes of Maiz, which the Boys

ing hot to the Table by half a dozen at a time. Befides

sfe Servants, if he have a Garden, he is allowed two or

fee Gardners ? and for his Stable, at leaft half a dozen

Hans, who mofning and evening are to bring him&fr

e (as they call itJ or Herb and grafs for his Mules

d Horfes, thefe diet not in the houfe > but the groom of

e Stable, who comes at Morning, Noon and Evening,

and therefore are three or four to change J or at any time

at the Prieft will ride out \ thefe I fay and the Gardners

when they work ) dine and fup at the Priefts charges,

ho fometimes in great Towns has above a dozen

feed and provide for. The*e are befides belonging

i the Church privileged from the weekly attendance on

e Spaniards, two or three Indians > called Sacriftains, who
ivecare of the Veftry and Copes, and Altar-Cloths, and

wy day make ready the Altar or Altars for Mafs 5 alfo

) every Company or ^Sodality of the Saints, or Vir-

in, there are two or three, whom they call Major-

omo's, who gather about the Town, Alms for main-

lining of the Sodality, thefe alfo gather Eggs about

leTown for the Prieft every week, and give him an ac~

Dunt oftheir gatherings, and allow him every month, ot

Ditnight, two Qrowns for af^lafs to be fung to the

aint. £
If there be any Fifhing- Place near the Town, then the

^ieft alfo is allowed for to feek him Fiih three or four , and

a iome places half a dozen Indians¿ befide the Offerings

in
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in the Church, and many other Offering! which they bri
whenfoever they come to fpeak to the Prieft, or cc
fefs with him, or for a Saints Feaft to be cekbratt
and befide their Tithes of every thing, there is a mom
fy». Maintenance in mony allow'd to the Prieft, a
brought to him by the Alcaldes, or Mayors, and Jurat
which he fets his hand to in a book of the Towns E
pences. This Maintenance (though ft be allow'd by t

Spanifi Magiftrate, and paid in the Kings Name for t

preaching ofthe Gofpel ) yet it comes out of the poor J

dians Purfes and Labour, and is either gather'd about t

Town, or taken out of the tribute paid to the Kin
©r from a common Plat of Ground which with t

help of all is fow'd and gathered in, and fold for th

purpofe. All the Towns in America, which ait civilht

and under the Spanijh Government, belong either to t

Crown, or to fome Lords, whom they call Em
mendero'sy and pay a yearly Tribute to them. The
that are tenants to their Lords or Encomendero'* (vil

commonly are fuch as defcend {rom the firft conquerer
pay yet to the King fome fmall Tribute in Mony, befu
what they pay in other kind of commodities unto the

own Encomendero, and in mony alfo. There is no Tow
fo poor, where every married Indian doth not pay ;

leaft four Rials a year, for Tribute to the King, befic

other four Rials to his Lord or Encomendero. And
the Town pay only to the King, they pay at leaft fix, an
in fome places eight Rials by Statute, befide what othi

commodities are common to the Town or Country whei
they live, as Maiz, ( that is paid in all Towns J Hon]
Tuikeys, Fowls, Salt, Cacao, Mantles of Cotton-wool
and the like commodities they pay who are fubjeft to ai

Encomendero. But fuch pay only Mony, not Commodi
ties to the King. The Mantles of Tribute are much e

fieemed of, for they are choif; one*, and of a bigger fizi

than others, fo likewife is the Tribute Cacao, Achí
om

3
and Cochinil ^ for the beft is fa apart for th<

Tribute \ and if the Indians biing what is not prim<

good



¡hap. XIX. of the Weft-Indiesi | 33

od, they fhall furely be laih'd and fent back for betted

he Heads of the feveral Tribes have care to gather if, and

deliver it to the Alcaldes and Regidores, Mayors and

rates, who carry it either to the Kings Exchequer in the

ity, or to the nearefl Spanijh Jwfiice ( if it belong to

e King) or to the Lord, or Encomendero of the

own. In nothing I ever perceived the Spaniards mer-

ful and indulgent to the Indians, but in this, that if

i Indian be very weak, poor, and fickly, and notable

i work, or 70 years of age, he is freed from

lying any Tribute. There be alfo fome Towns pri-

leg'd from this Tributes which ate thofe which can

rove themfelves to have defcended from Tlazcallatt, or

om certain Tribes or Families of or about Mexico, who
¡lp'd the firft Spaniards in the conqueft ofthat Country,

s for their Carriage and Behaviour, the Indians are very

mrteous and loving, of a timerous nature, and wri-

ng to ferve and to obey, and to do good, if they be drawn

f
Love*, but where they are too much tyrannize over, they

re dogged, unwilling topleafe, or to work s and will

loofe rather Strangling and Death than Life. They .are

ery trufty, and never were known to commit any Robbe-

f of importance 5 fo that the Spaniards dare truft to

bide with them in a Wildernefs all night, though they

ave Bags of gold about them. So for Secrecy they are

ery clofe i spd will not reveal any thing againft their own
iatives, or k Spaniards Credit and Reputation, if they be

ny way affetäed to him. But above all to their Prieft

hey are very refpe&ful •> and when they come

fpeak to him, pur on their beft clothes, ftudy

heir Complements and Words to pleafe him. They

ire very abundant in their Expreffions, and full of Circuml-

ocutions adorn'd with Parables and Simile's to exprefs

heir Mind and Intention. I have often fat ftill

in hour, only hearing fome old women make their

Speeches to me, with fo many Elegancies in their

Iongue C which in Englifb would be Nonfenfe or barba-

rous Expreffions ) as would make me wonder, and learn

by
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by their Speeches more of their Language, than by any
ther Endeavour or ftud y of mine o wu. And if I could i

ply to them in the like Phrafesand Expreflions (whid
would often endeavour) I ihould be fure to win th
hearts,, and get any thing from them. As for their Re
gion, they arc outwardly fuch as the Spaniards, but i

wardly hard to believe what is above Senfe, Nature, a
the vifible Sight of the Eye \ and many of them to this d

incline to worthip Idols of Stocks and Stones, and are;

ventomuchSuperftition, and to obfeive crofsWays, a
meeting of Beans in them, the flying ofBirds, their appe;
ing and finging near their houfes at fuch and fuch tim
Many are given to Witchcraft, and are deluded by the C
vil to believe that their life depends on the Life of fu

and fuch a Beaft (which they take to them as* their 1

miliar Spirit:) and think when that beaft dies they m
die*, when he is chafed, their hearts pant, when
is faint they are faint * nay it happens that by the C
vilsdelüfíon they appear in thefhapeof that Beaft, (whi
commonly by their choice is a Buck, or Doe, a Lion,
Tigre, Dog, or Eagle J and in that Shape have been ft

at and wounded, as I fhall (hew itrthe Chapter followir
And for this reafon fas 1 came to underftand by fome
them J they yield to the Popiih Religion, efpecialiy

the worihiping of Saints Images, becaufe they look u
on them as much like their Forefathers Idols j at

fecondly, becaufe they fee fome of them painted wi
Beafts* as Hierom with a Lion, Anthony with an Afs,ai
other wild bcafts, Dominic^ with a Dog, Bias with aHc
M^with a Bull, and John with an Eagle, they are mc
confirmed in their Deluiions, and think verily thofe Sain
were of their Opinion, and that thofe Beafts were their f

milkr Spirits in whofe fiiape they alfo were transform
when they lived, and with whom they died. All India
are much affeded to thefe Popiih Saints, but eipecial

thofe which are given to Witchcraft, and out ofthe fmai
neis pf their means they will be fure to buy fome of the
Saints and bring them to the Church, that there the

m<
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nay ftand and be woyihipt by them and others. The
Churches are fufl of them, and they are plac'd upon
itands gilded or painted, to be carried in Proceilion

in mens Shoulders, on their proper Day. And hence
omes no Httle profit to the Priefis •, for on fuch
iaints days, the owner of the Saint makes a great
reaft in the Town, and pre&nts the Prieft fome-
imes two or three, fometimes four or five crowns for

lis Mafs and Sermon, besides a Turky and three or four
'owls, with as much Cacao as will ferve to make him Cho-
olate for all the whole Oüave or eight days following,

¡0 that in fome Churches, where there are at lean forty

if thefe Saints Statues and Images, they bring the Prieft

t lead forty pounds a year. The Prieft therefore is very

watchful over thofe Saints days, and fends warning bc-

^re-hand to the Indians of the day of their Saint, that

hey may provide themfelves for the better celebrating

t both at home and in the Church. If they contri-

lute not bountifully, then the Prieft will chide, and
hreaten that he will not preach. Some Indians through
'overty have been unwilling to contribute any thing at

1!, or to folemnize in the Church and at his Houfe his

aints day, but then the Prieft hath threatned to caft his

aims Image outof^the Church, faying that the Church
ught not to be filled with fuch Saints as are unprofitable

Soul and Body, and that in fuch a Statues room one
nay fian$, which may do more good byoccafioning a fo-

emn Celebration of one Day mose in the year. So like-

vife if the Indian that own cl one of thofe Images die and
save Children, they are to take care of that Saint as part

>f their Inheritance, and to piovide that his Day be kept-
iut if no Son- or heirs be left, then the Prieft calls for

he Heads of the feveral Tribes, and for the chief Qffi-

ers of Juftice, and makes a Speech to them» wherein
le declares that part of the^Church^ro.ünd is taken up
n yairr by fuch an Image, and his Stand, without any
«ofit either to the Prieft, the Church, or the Town, no
ieiror 0>vner being left alive to provide for that Orphan-

Saint
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Saint, to own it ; and that in caie they will not ieek 01

who may take charge of him, and of his day, the Prie

will not fuffer him to ftand idle in his Church, like thol

whom our Saviour in the Gofpel rebuked, 6>uid bkjlati

tota die oitofi ? tor that they flood idle in the Market all tfi

day ( thefe very exprefiions have I heard from fom

Friers ) and therefore that he muft banifh fuch a Saints P:

dure out of the Church, and muft deliver him up befoi

them into the Juftices hands to be kept by them in tl

Town-hotife, till fuch time as he may be bought and ovi

ned^by fome good Chriftian. The Indians when they hei

thefe Esprtffions, begin to fear, left fome Judgment ma

btfal their Town for fuffering a Saint to be excommun

cated and ¿aft out of their Church, and therefore prefer

the Prieft fome offering for his Prayers to the Sain

that he may do them no harm, and defire him to lim

them a time to bring an Anfwer for the difpofing <

that Saint (thinking it will prove a Difparagement an

Affront to their Town, if what once hath belong'd t

the Church, b: now out, and delivered up to the Secul;

PowerJ and that in the meantime, they will find 01

fome good Chrifjiän, of the neereft Friends and Kindrc

to him or them who firft own'd the Saint, or elfe fon

Stranger, who miy buy that Saint ot ihe Prieft (
he continue in the Church ) or ofthe Secular Power ( if I

becaft out of the Church and deliver'd up to then

which they are unwilling to yield to, having been taugt

of Judgments in fuch cafe like to befal them ) and ma

by fome fpeedy Feaft and Solemnity appeafe the Saints At

ger towards them, for having been fo flighted by ü
Town. Alas poor Indians', what will they not be brougi

to by thofe Fryers and Prieiis, who ftudy nothing bt

their own ends, and to enrich themfelves from the Churc

and Altar ! their Policies (who are the wife and pru

dent Children erf this World fpoken of in the Gofpel

can eafily overtop and mafter the Simplicity of the poc

Indians y who rather than they will bring an Affror

upon their Town, by fuffering thek Saints to be caft out (

thei
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icir Church, or to be with mony redeem'd out of the Se-

llar Powers hands, will make haft to prefent him an
wner of that orphan-Saint, who for him (hall give

e Prieft only what he may be priz'd to be worth in a

inters Shop for the workmanfhipv Gold and Golours
longing to him; but befidesfhall preient him what he-

re has been obferv'd, for the folemnizing 'bf his Feaft*

hefe Feafts bring yet to the Saints more profit than hi-

ertohas been fpoken of í for the Indians have been
ight that on fuch days they ought to offer fome-
nt to the Saints ; and therefore they prepare cither

>ny (fome a Rial, fome two, fome rnorej or elfe com*
)nly about Guatemala white Wax-candles, and in other

ices Cacao, or Fruits, which they lay before the Image
the Saint, whilft Mafs is celebrating. Some Indians

ng a bundle of Candles of a dozen tied together, of
al$ apiece fome, of iome three or four for a Rial, and
II, if let alone, light them all together and burn
;m out, fo that the Prieft at the end of the Mafs
II find nothing but the Ends. Therefore (knowing
11 the ways of Policy and Covetoufnefs ) he charges

( Church Officers , whom I faid before were calld

ayordomo's, to look to the Offerings, and not füffer the

iiansvmo bring Candles, to light more than one before

iSainf, ipind to leave the other before him unlighted (ha-
ig formerly taught them, that the Saints are as well plea-

with their whole Candles as with their burnt Candles)
it fo he may have the more to fell and make mony of. A£*
Mafs the Prieft and the Mayordomos take and lweep a-

yfrom the Saint whatfoever they find hath been offer'ct

I > fo that fomctimes in a great Town on fuch a
nts day the Prieft may have in mony twelve oí
cnty Rials, and fifty or a hundred Candles, which
y be worth twenty or thirty Shillings, befides fome Ends
i Pieces. Moft of the Fryers about Guatemala are with
fe Offerings as well ftor*d with Candles, as is any
ai-chandlers ihop in the City* And the fame Can-
t Whiéi that they receiv'd by Offerings $ they

% siead
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need not care to fell away to Spaniards, who come

bout to buy them ( though fome will rather fell them to|

ther to fuch, though cheaper, that their mony may co

In all at once ) for the Indians themfclves when they w;

again any Candles for the like Feaft, or for a Chrifteni

and for ? Womans Churching (at which times they a

offer Candles ) will buy their own again of the Prieft, v

fometimes receives the fame Candies and Mony for th

again five or fix times. And becaufe they find the

diäns indine much to this kind of Offerings, and t

they arc fo profitable to them, the Fryers much p

upon the Indians in their Preaching this Point of tl

Religion,and Devotion. But ifyou demand of thefe ig

rant but zealous Offerers, the Indians, an account

any point of Faidi, they give you little or none. '

My fiery of the Trinity, and of the Incarnation of Ch

and our Redemption by him is too hard for them j <

will only anfwer what they have been taught in a Gated

of Queftions and Anfwers > but if you ask them if they

lieve fuch a point of Ghriftianity, they will never ani

affirmatively, but only thus, Perhaps it may be fo. 1

are taught there the Doftrine of Rome, that Chrifts h

is truly and really prefent in the Sacrament, and

Bread inSubftance, but only the Accidents i if the w

Indian be ask'd, whether he believe this, he will anf

Perhaps it may he fo. Once an old Woman, who

held to be very religious, in the Town of Mixeo, c

to me about receiving the Sacrament, and whilft I

inftru£ting her, I asked her if flie believ'd .that Or

Body was in the Sacrament, (heanfwer'd, Peradventu

may be lo. A little while after to try her and get hei

of this ftrain and common anfwer, I askt her what

who was in the Sacrament which {he received frorr

Priefis hand at the Altar, (he aniwer'd nothing for a w
and at laft I prefs'd her for an affirmative Anfw

and then (he began to look about to the Saints m
Church, ( which was dedicated to St. Domini

and, as it feem'd, being troubl'd and doubtful v
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to fay, atlaft (he caft her eyes upon the high Alraribut,

I feeing ihe delay'd the time, askt her again, wh^was in

the Sacrament? to which (he reply'd, St. Vrnime^ who

was the Patron of that Church and Town. At this I tou-

ted, andwou'dyer further try her Simplicity with a fimple

Queftion. I told her (he faw St. Vominkk was paintedi with

a Doe by him holding a Torch in his mouth,and the Globe

of the World at his feet i I askt her, whether air this

were with St. 'Domimck.in the Sacrament? To which the

aniwer'd, perhaps it might be fo •, wherewith I began to

chide and inftm<ä her. But my Inftrudion, nor
_

all

the Teaching and Preaching of thofe Spanifb P»e/rf hatrr

yet well grounded them in Principles of Faith i they are

dull and heavy to believe or apprehend of God, or ot Hea-

ven, more than with Senfe or reafon they can conceive.

Yet they go and run that way they fee the Spaniards run,

and as they are taught by their Idolatrous Prieits : Who

have taught them much Formality, and fo they are (
as

our Formalins formerly in England ) very formal, but little

fubftantial in Religion. They have been taught that when

they come to Confeffion, they muft after fomewhat to the

Piieft, and that by their gifts and Alms, their Sins (halite

fooner forgiven-, this they do fo formally obferye, that

whenfoevcr they come to Confeffion, efpecially ^in Lent,

none of them dares to come with empty hands \
lome

bring Mony, fome Sony, fome Eggs, fame Fowls, lome

H(h, fome Cacao, fome one thing fome another, to that the

Prieft has a plentiful hatveft in Lent for his pams in hear-

ing their Confeffions. They have been taught that alio

when they receive the Communion, they mutt furely eve-,

iy one give at lean a Rial to the Prié'ft, ( furely England

was never taught in Atnmca to buy the Sacrament with

a two-pence orTering.and yet this Cuitom is too much pra-

ftifed and preffedupon the people ) which they perform

fo, that I have known tome poor Indians^ who have tor

a Week or two forborn coming to the Communion

till they could get a Rial Offering. It is to be vvond e

1

what the Priefts get from thote poo* Wretches by Con-
H

2 2
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J

feffion and Communion Rials in great Towns, whei
they deny the Sacrament to none that will receive i

( and in fome Towns I have known a thoufand Con
municants ) and force all above twelve and thirteen yeai
of age to come to Confeffion in the Lent. They arc *
ry formal alfo in obferving Romes Maunday-Thurfda
and Good-Friday, and then they make their Monuments an
Sepulchers, wherein they fet their Sacrament, and watch
all day and night, placing before it a Crucifix on ü
ground, with two bafinson each fide to hold the fingle c

double Rials, which every one muft offer when he com*
creeping on his knees , and bare-footed to kíls Chriil
hands, feet, and fide. The Candles which for that da
and night and next morning are burn'd at the Sepulchr
are bought with another Contribution-Rial, which is gj
ther'd from houfe to houfe from every Indian for that pur
pofe. Their Religion is a dear and lick-penny Religioi
for fuch poor Indians, and yet are carried along ii

it formally and perceive it not. They are taught tha
they muft remember the Souls in Purgatory, and therefor
that they muft' caft their Alms into a Cheft, which ftand
for that purpofe in their Churches, whereof the Prief
keeps the key, and opens it when he wants Mony, o
when he pleafes. I have often open'd fome of thofe Chens
and have found in them many fingle Rials, fome ha]
Pieces of Eight, and fome whole pieces of Eight
And becaufe what is found in the high-ways, muft be
long to fome body, if the true Owner be not known
they have been taught that fuch Monies or goods be-
long alfo to the Souls departed i wherefore the Indians (fure-
Jy more for Fear or Vanities fake that they may be well
thought on by thePrieft; if they find any thing loft will
beftow it on the Souls furer than the Spaniards themfelves
(who if they find a Purfe loft will keep it, ) and will
bring it either to^he Prieft or caft it into the Cheft. An
Indian of Mxcolnd found a Patacón or Piece of Eight in
a High-way, and when he came to Confeffion, he gave
it me3 telling me he durft not keep if, left the Souls

(hould
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hould appear to him, and demand it. So upon the fr-

ond day of November which they call All-Souls-ávj) they

re extraordinary foolith and fuperftitious in offering Mo-
fes, Fowls, Eggs and Maiz, and other Commodities for

he Souls Good, but it proves for the Profit of the Prieft,

fho after Mais wipes away to his Chamber all that

/hich the poor gull'd and deluded Indians had offer'd

D thoie fouls, which needed neither Mony, Food, nor
ny other provifion, and he fills his Purfe, and pampers
is Belly with it. A Fryer that liv'd in Petapa boafted

) me once that on their AlUSmh^vj ^ his Offerings had
een about a hundred Rials, two hundred Chickens and
owls, half a dozen Turkeys, eight buihels of Maiz, three

andredeggs, four Sontles oí Cacao ( every Sonde being
>ur hundred Grains) twenty Clutters of Plaintins, above
hundred Wax-Candles, befide fome Loaves of Bread»

id other Trifles of Fruits. All which fummed up ac-

nrding to the price of things there, and with confide-

ition of the Coin títere ( half a Rial, or three pence

sing there the leaft Coin ) mounts to above Eight Pounds
F our Mony, a fair and goodly Stipend for a Mate,

rave Wages for half an hours Work ; a politick ground
:
that Error of Purgatory, if the dead bring the li-

ng Prieft fuch Wealth in one day only. Cbrijlmas-

ly with the reft of thofe holy-days is no lefs fuperftiti-

ifly obferv'd by thefe Indians \ for againft that time
iey frame and fet in fome corner of their Church a little

latch'd Houfe like a Stall, which they call Bethlehem,

ith a blazing Star over it, pointing to the three Sage
en from the Eaft i within this Stall they lay in a
rib, a Child made of Wood, painted and gilded ( who
prefents Chrift new born ^)by him ftands Mary on one
le, and Jofeph on the other, and an Afs likewife

1 one fide and an Ox on the other, made by hands,
he three wife men of the Eaft kneel before the Crib
feiing Gold, Frankincenfe and Myrrh, the Shepherds
ind aloof offering their Country-gifts, fome a KI3,
me a Lamb> fome Milk, fome Chcefe and Curds, fome

2 1 'Fxti&
%
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Fruits, the fields are alio there reprefented with ¡Flocks

Sheep and Goats *, the Angils they hang about the ftail for

with Viols, fome with Lutes, fome with Harps, a good

mumming and filent Stage-play, to draw thoíe fimple Soi

to look about, and to delight their Senfes and Fantafies

the Church.

There is not an Indian that comes to fee that fuppoí

Bethlehem, ( and there is not any in the Town but con

to fee it J who brings not Mony or fomewhat t

for his Offering. Nay the Policy of the Prietfs 1

been fuch, that ( to ftir up the Indians with th

Saints Example ) they have taught them to bring th

Saints on all the holy-days,till Twelfth-day in Proceffi

to this Bethlehem to offer their Gifts, according to 1

number of the Saints that fland in the Church, fomed;

there come five, fome days eight, fome days ten, dividi

them into fuch order, that by Twelfth-day all may hs

come and offtr'd, fome Mony, fome one thing, fome ai

then The Owner of the Saint, «comes before the Sa

with his Friends and Kindred ( if there be no Sodality

Company belonging to that Saint J and being well apj

relied for that purpofe, he bows himfelf and kneels to

Crib, and then riling takes from the Saint what he brin

and leaves it there, and fo departs. But if there be

Sodality belonging to the Saint, then the Mayordon

or chief Officers of that Company come before the Sai

and do homage, and offer as before has been faid. 1

on twelfth- day the Alcaldes, Majors, Jurares and ot

Officers mufi offer after the Example of the Saints, a

the three wife men of the Bali ( whom' the Church

Rome teaches to have been Kings ) becaufe they reprcf

the Kings Power and Authority. And all thefe days tl

have about the Town and in the Church a dance óí Sh<

herds, who at Chrifimas -Eve at midnight begin before I

Bethlehem, and then they muit offer a Sheep among the

Oihcrsdance cloth'd like Angels and with Wings, and

so draw thepeopk more to íes Sights in the Church, th

IP ¥/orCkip God in Spiiic'and in Truth. €andleims-c
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no left lupeiftitiouflv obferv'd v for then the P.dure of

Iry comes in Proeefllon to the Altar, and offers up

r Candles and Pigeons, or Turtle- Doves to the Prieft,

d all the Town m^rir imitate her Example,and bnngtncir

indies to be blefféd and hollow'di of four or hve, or

manyas they bring, one only ihall be re for d to them,

caufe the/ are bitfs'd, all the reft are for the Prieft,

whom (he Indian refort after to buy them, and

ve more than ordinary, became they are hallow d

mdles At Whitfuntidethey have another Sight, and that

in the Church alfo, whilft a Hymn is fung of the Holy

hoft, the Prieft ffanding before the Altar with his Face

m'd to the people, they have a device to let fall a Uove

jm above over his head well drefs'd with Flowers, and

r above half an hour, from holes made for the purpote,

ey drop down ftoweis about the Prieft Iteming the gifts

the Holy Ghoft to him, which Example the ignorant and

nple Indians are willing to imitate, offering alfo their

fts to him. Thus all the year do thofe Prietfs and Fry-

s delude the poor people for their ends, enriching

lemfelves with their Gifts, placing Religion in meer Po-

:y i and thus doth the Indians Religion confift n ore to

ehis Shews and Formalities, than in true Subttance.

ut as'fweet meat mutt have four Souce i fo this Sweelnefs

id pleafmg Delight of Shews in the Church hath us four

iuceoncea year (befides the fournefs of poverty which

•lbws by giving fo many gifts to the Prieft )
for, to

iew that in their Religion there is fome Bitternels ami

oumefs, they make the Indims whip themfelves the Week

efore Eaftcr, like the Spaniards, which thofe Simples,

oth Men and Women, perform with fuch Cruelty to their

wn Fleth, that they butcher it,mangle and tear their Bacits,

ill fome fwound,nay fome ( as I have known ) have died

mdei their own whipping, and have felf-murther d them-

elves, which the Piietfs regard not, becaufe their Dealt*

s furc tobring them at leaft three p? four Crowns for »

rtafs for their Souls, and other 'pfffcf^s ot the!?

"fiends. _,
z 4 TnUS
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ú^h-
¡° R*nthey «« fuperftitioufly led on, a>

Minded in the Observance of what they have been tauei
more for the Good and Profit of their Prieftvthan f
any Good of their Souls, not perceiving that theirTkliek
is a Policy to inrich their Teachers. But not only d?tl
Fryers and Priefts Uve by them and eat the fweat of th<
brows i but alfo all the Spaniards, who not only with tl
Work and Service ( being themfelves given to idlenef
grow wealthy and rich i but with needlefs offices ar
Authority are «ill fleecing them, and taking' fro
them that little which they gain with much Hardnefi
and Severity.

ThcVicñdent of Guatemala, the Judges ofthat Chano
ry, the Goyernours and High Juftices of other parts of tf
Country, that they may advance and inrich their men!
Servants, make the poor Indians the Subjeór of the
bounty towards fuch. Some have Offices to vifit as oft£
as they pleafe their Towns, and fee what every India
hath íowed 01 Maiz, for the maintenance of his Wife an
Children -, Others vifit what Fowls they keep for the goo
and flore of the Country; others have order to fi
whether their Houfes be decently kept and their Beds oi
derly placd according to their Families v others hav
power to call them out to repair the Highways, an
others have Commiflion to number the Families an,
Inhabitants of the feveral Towns, to fee how the
increafe, that their Tribute may not decreafe, but fti!

be raifed. And all this thofe Officers never perfora
but fo, that for their pains they muft have from even
Indian an Allowance to bear their Charges, ( whieh indeed
are none at allj for as long as they flay in the Town, thei
call for what Fowls and provifon they pleafe without pay-
?ng for it When they come to number the Towns, the}
call by Lift every India» and caufe his Children, Sons and
Daughters tobe brought before them, to fee if they be
fit to be married } and if they be of growth and Age,
and be not married, the Fathers are threatned for keep'
ing them, unmarried, and as idle live without paying

Tribute
j
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fributei and according to the number of the Sons and
daughters that are marriageable, the Fathers Tribute
5 rais'd and increase, till they provide Husbands and
Vives for their Sons and Daughters, who as foon as they are
named, are charged with Tribute j which that it may in-
teafe, they fuffer none above fifteen years of age to
ive unmarried. Nay the fet Age of Marriage appointed
or the Indians, is fourteen years for the Man, and
hirfeen for the Woman, alledging that they are fooner
ipe for the fruit of Wedlock, and fooner ripe in Know-
°dge and Malice, and Strength for Work and Service,
ban any other People. Nay fometimes they force them
3 marry who are fcarce twelve or thirteen years of age*
fthey find them well limb'd, and ftrong, explicating
Point of one of Romes Canons, which allows four*
zm and fifteen years, nifi malitia fuppkat dtatem. When
my felf liv'd in finóla, that Town by order of

hn Juan de Guzman, ( a great Gentleman of Gua~
mala, to whom it belonged ) was numbred, and an
Bcieafe of tributary Indians was added to it by this
neans. The numbring it lafted a full Week, and in that
'pace was commanded to joyn in Marriage near twenty
ouple, which, with thofe that before had been married
¡nee the laft numbring of it, made up to the Encomende-
Q or Lord of it *n increafe of about fifty Families. But it
vas a Shame to fee how young fome were that at that
¡me werefore'd to Marriage, nor could all my ftriving and
eafoning prevail to the contrary, nor the producing

| the Regifter to (hew their Age, but that fome were
narried between twelve and thirteen years of age, and
>ne efpecially, who in the Regifter was found to be not
ally of twelve years, whofe Knowledge and Strength of
>ody was jug'd to fupply the want of Age. Thus even
n the moft free aft of the Will, ( which ought to be
n marriage ) are thofe poor Indians fore'd and made Slaves
>y the Spaniards, to fupply with Tribute the want ©f their
urfes, and the meannefs of their Eftates. Yet under
his Yoke and Burden they are cheerful, and much

giveii
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given to feafting, fporting and dancing, as they particu-

larly ihew in the chief Feafts of their Towns, 'kept on

that Saints Day to whom their Town is dedicated. A.nd

certainly this Superftition hath continued alio in Eng-

land from the Popith times, to keep Fairs in many ol

our Towns upon Saints days ( which is the intent of the

Papifts to draw in the people and Country by way oi

Commerce and Trading one with another, to honour, wor
(hip and pray to thai Saint to whom the Town is dedica-

ted) or elfe why are our Fairs commonly kept upon Joh
Baptifl* James , Peter^ Matthew^ Bartholomew^ Holy Rood.

Lady days, and the like, and not as well a day or two be-

fore or a day or two after, which would be as good and

fit days to buy and fell, as the other ? True it is, our Re-

formation allows not the worfhipping of Saints, yet

that folemn Meeting of people to Fairs and Mirth, and

Sport on thofe days it hath kept and continued, that ic

the Saints and their Days may continue fiill in our remem-

brance* There is no Town in the Indies great or fmal!

( though it be but of twenty Families ) which is not

dedicated thus to our Lady or fome Saint, and the

remembrance of that Saint is continu d in the minds not

only of them that live in the Town, but of all that live

far and near by commercing, trading, fporting and dan-

cing, offering to the Saint, and bowing, kneeling, and

praying before him. Before this day comes, the In-

dians of the Town two or three months have their meet-

ings at night, and prepare themfelvcs for íuch dances as

are commonly ufed among them > and in thefe theii

meetings they drink much Chocolatte and Chicha, Foi

every kind oí Dance they have feveral Houfes appointed,

and Mallets oí that dance, who teach the reft, that they

may be perfed in it againft the Saints day.. For the

moil part of thefe two or three months the fílenle oí

the night is unquietcd, with their finging, with their

hollowing, with their beating upon the (hells o£

fifties, with their Waits, and with their Piping. And

when the feaft comes, then they ait publickly for

^, the
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be fpace of eight days, what privately they had praéti-

id before. They are that day well apparelled with

ilks, fine Linen, Ribbons, and Feathers, according to

he Dance 5 which firft they begin in the Church be-

ore the Saint, or in the Church- yard, and thence all

he Ottave, or eight days, they go from houfe to houfe

lancing, where they have Chocholate or fome heady

Irink or Chicha given them. All thofe eight days the

rown is fure to be full of Drunkards, and if they berepre-

icnded for it > they anfwer, that their heart doth re-

oyce with their Saint in Heaven, and that they muft

Irink to him, that he may remember them. The

:hief Dance ufed amongñ them is called Toncontin,

ivhich had been dane'd before the King of Spain, in

the Court of Madrid by Spaniards, who have lived in

the India's to (hew the King fomewhat of the Indians fa-

(hions h and it was reported to have pleafed the King ve-

ry much. This Dance is thus perfoim'd. The Indians

commonly that dance it ( if it be a great TownJ are thirty

or forty, or fewer if it be a fmall Towp. They^are

clothed in white, both their Doublets, linen Drapers,

and AiaUSj or Towels, which on the one fide hang al-

moft to the ground. Their Drawees and Aiatet arc

wrought with fome works of Silk, or With Birds, ot bor-

dered with fome Lace. Others procure Doublets and

Drawers and AiaUs of Silk, hir'd for that purpofc On
their Backs they hang long Tuffs of Feathers of all

colours, which with glew are faiined into a little Frame

made for the purpofe, and gilded on the outfide \ this

Frame with Ribbands ¡they tie about their Shoulders fait

that it fall not, nor flacken with the motion of their

bodies. On their Heads they wear another lefs Tuff

of Feathers either in their Hats, or in fome gilded or

painted Head -piece, or Hilmer. In their Hands they

carry a Fan cf Feathers, and on their Feet molt ufe

Feathers bound togetherJike jliort Wings of Birds >

fome wear íhoes^ lome not. And thus from top to toe

they are almcit cover'd with curious colour'd Feathers.

- Theii

!>...;
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Their Mufick and Tune to this dance is only what is mac
with a hollow Stock of a Tree, rounded, and well pare
wichm and without, very fmooth and ihining,fome foi
times thicker than our Viols, with two or three Ion
cltftson the upper fide and fome holes at the end whic
they call Tepanabaz. On this Stock (which is plac

:

™ a r°\
°r fonn in the middle of the litaos) tr

Malter of the Dance beats with two flicks, cover'd wit
Wool at the ends, and a pitcht Leather over the Wo<
that it fall not away. With this Inftrunient blowin
on it ( which founds i>ut dull and heavy, but fom<
what loud ) he gives the Dancers their ieveral Tunes, an
Changes, and Signs of the motion of their Bodies eithe
straight or bowing, and gives them warning what am
when they are to fing. Thus they Dance in Goropafs am
Circle round about that Inftrument, one following ano
ther fometimes ftraight, fometimes turning about, fome
times turning halfway, fometimes bending their bodie
and with the Feathers in their Hands almoft touching tin
ground, and íínging the Life of that their Saint, or of fom<
other. All this Dancing is but a kind of Walking round

.
which they will continue two or three whole hours toge.
ther in one Place, and from thence go and perform the fam<
at another Houfe.

This Tencontin the chief and principal only of the
Town dance, it was the old Dance which they ufed
before they knew Chrifiianity, except that then, inftead
of finging the Saints Lives, they fang the Praifes oí
their heathen Gods. They have another Dance much
ufed which is a kind of hunting out fome wild Bead
(which formerly in time of Heathenifm was to be facrifi-
ced to their Gods) to be offer'd to the Saint. This
Dance hath much variety of Tunes, with a fmall Tepana-
baz, and many (hells of Tortoife, or inftead of them with
Pots covered with Leather, on which they ftrike as on
Tepanabaz, and with the found of Pipes i in this Dance
they ufe much hollowing and noife and calling , one
to another, and fpeaking by way of Stage-play, fome

relating
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lating one things fome another concerning the Beaft
tfy hunt after j thefe Dancers are cloth'd like Beafts,

ithpainted Skins of Lions, Tigers, Wolves, and on their
:ads fuch Headpieces as may reprefent the Heads of fuch
rafts, and on others wear painted Heads of Eagles, or
)wls of Rapine, and in their hands they have pain-
i Staves, Bills, Swords and Axes, wherewith thev
reaten to kill that Beaft they hunt after. Others in-
ad of hunting after a Beaft, hunt after a Man, as Beafts
a Wildernefs ihould hunt a Man to kill him. This Man
at is thus hunted after muft be very nimble and agil, as
e flying for his Life, and ftriking here and there at'the
afts for his defence, whom at laft they catch and make
>rey of. As the Toncanün confifts moft of walking and
ningandlcafurely bending their bodies, fo this Dance
th wholly confift in A&ion, running in a Circle round,
uptimes out of the Circle, and leaping and ftriking with
>fe Tools and Inftruments which they have in their hand,
¡is is a very rude Sport and full of fcrieching and hideous*
ife, wherein I never delighted. Another Mexican dance
:yufe, fomc cloth'd like Men, others like Women, which
Heatheniih times they did ufe with finging Praifes to
:ir King or Emperor i but now they apply their fongs
the King of Glory, or to the Sacramcnf, ufing thefe
commonly the like Words with very little Difference, and
ne variety of Praife, <

Salid Mexicanas , bailad Toncontin.

Canfalus galmas en cuerpo genii. And again
Salid Mexicanas bailad loncontin.

Al Rey de la gloria temmot aqui,

Fhus they go round dancing, playing in fome places very
(I on their Guitars, repeating now and then altogether
erie or two, and calling the Mexican Dame* to come out
them with their gallant Mantles to fing pmie to -their
>gof Glory. Befides thefe they have, and ufe our Morris-
ices, and Blackmoor dances, with Sonajas in their hands,

which -
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which are a round fetoffmall Morris-dancing bells, wher

with they make variety offounds to their nimble feet. B

theDance which doth draw to it the peoples wondering,

a Tragedy acted by way of Dance, as the death of St. Pet

or the Beheading ofJohn the Baptift. In thcfe Dances the

is an Emperor, or a Ring Herod with their Quee

cloth'd, another cloth'd with a long loofe Coat who i

prefents St. Peter, oí John the Baptift, who while t

reft dance, walks among them with a book ml
hand, as if he were faying his prayers, all the reft

the Dancers are apparell'd like Captains and Soldiers, w

Swords, Daggers or Halbards in their hands. They dai

at the iound of a fmall Drum and Pipes, fometimes roui

fometimes in length forward, and have and ufe ma

Speeches to the Emperor or King, and among the

felves concerning the apprehending and executing i

Saint. The King and Queen fit fometimes down to h

their pleading againft the Saint, and his pleading

, himfelf, and fometimes they dance with the reft •, and

end of their Dance is to crucifie S. Peter downwards »

bis bead on a Crofs, or behead John the Baptiji, hav.

in readinefs a painted Head in a Difh, wich they prei

to the King and Queen, for joy whereof they ^11 ag

dance merrily and fo conclude, taking down him t

aded Peter from the Crofs. The Indians that dance J

Dance moft of them are fuperflitious for what they

ifuteine as if it were indeed really acted and perforti

what only is by way of Dance reprefented. When I

ved among them, it was an ordinary thing tor t

wbxHn the Dance was to ad St. Teter or John

Baptift, to come firft to Confeifion, faying they mutt

holy and pure like that Saint whom they reprtfent, ¡

mult prepare themfelves to die. So likew.fe he tha

<äed Herod or Herodias^ and iome of the Soldiers thai

the Dance were to fpeak and to accuie the Saints, wc

afterwards come to confefs of that Sin, and delire al

lution as from Blood-guiltinefe.
^
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1

CHA P- XX.

My Departure out of Guatemala to learn the

the Poconchi Language and to live a^

mong the Indians, and of fome particu-

lar <Pajfages and Accidents wkil/l 1 lived

there.

HAvingread in the Univerfity of Guatemala for three

yearsfpacea whole courfe of Arts, and having begun

to read part of Divinity, the more Í fiudied and grew in

knowledge, and the more I controverted by way of Ar-

guments fome Truths and points of Religion, the more I

found the Spirit of Truth inlightning me, and difcovering

the Lies, Errors, Faliities and Superilitions of the Church
of Rome. Myponfcience was much perplexed and wave-
ring, and I clejirous of fome good and full faris-

fa&ion : which I knew might not be had there h and
that to profefs and continue in any opinion contrary to

the • Dodirine of Rome, would bring me to the Inquifition,

that Rack of tender Confeiences,
#
and from thence to rip

lefs then burning alive, in cafe I would not recant of
what the true Spirit had infpir'd into me. The paint of

Tranfubftantiation, of Purgatory, of the Popes power
and Authority, of the Merit ot mans Works, of his Free Will

tochufeall foul-faving ways, the Sacrifice of the Mafs, the

hallowing the Sacrament of the Lords Supper to the Lay-

people, the Priefts power to abfolve from fin, the Wor-
(hipping of Saints though with JWce 3as they call it, and
not with Aa,7g«*>and the Virgin Maty with a higher degree

of worfhip than that of the Saints, which they callee'*****»

the
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the ftrange Lies and Blafphemies which they call Mirac!<

recorded in the Legend and Lives of their Saints, the inf

libility of the Pope and Council, in defining for Truth ai

point of Faith, what in it felf is falfe and erroneous v th<

Points efpecially, with many more of Romes Policies, ai

the leud Lives of the Priefts, Fryers, Nun?, and thofe

Authority, did much trouble and perplex my Confcienc

which I knew would be better fatisfied if I could rem

again to my own Country ©f England ; where I kne

many things were held contrary to the Church of Ron

but what particulars they were, I could not tell, not h

vingbeen brought up in the Proteftant Church, and h

ving been fent young over to St. Omers. Wherefore I a
neftly addrcfsM my felf to the Provincial s and to the Pi

fident ofGuatemala, for a Licence to come home, but n<

therofthem would yield unto it, becaufe there was a ftri

order of the King and Council, that no Prieft fent by I

Majefty to any of the parts of the India's to preach tl

Gofpel,ihould return again to Spain till ten years were e:

pired. Hereupon I feeing my felfa Prifoner, and withoi

hopes for the prefmt of feeing England in many years, r

folved to flay no more in Guatemala, but to go out to leai

fome I«¿¿<!» tongue, and to preach in fome $ their Town

where I knew more mony might be got to help me horn

when the time (hould come, than if I did continue to lh

in the Cloifler of Guatemala. Yet in the mean time

thought it not unfit to write to Spain to a friend of mir

an Englifh Fryer in San Lucar, called Fryer Pablo de Loi

dm, to defire him to obtain for me a Licenfe from the Cour

and from the General of the Order at Rome that I migf

return to my Country. In this feafon there was i

Guatemala, Fryer Francifco de Moran, the Prior of Cobä

in the Province of Vera Paz, who was informing the Pri

fiSent and whole Chancery, how ncceffary k was thi

fome Spaniards fhould be aiding and affifting him for th

difcovery of a way from that Country to Jucatan, and fc

the fuppreffing of fuch barbarous people and Heathen:

as Hop'd his paifage* and often invaded fome'-India

Towi
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owns of Chriftians* This Moran ( being my fpccial

¡end, and having been brought up in Spain in the

loiiter of S¿« Pablo deValladolid, whcxc my felf was firft

iter'd Fiyer ) was very defirous of my company along

ith him, for the better bringing unto Ghriflianity thofe

eathens and Idolaters, telling me that doubtlefs ia

new Country, new Trcafure and great Riches was
ie to be found, whereof no fmall (liare and propor-

on (hould befal him and me for our pains and ad~

inture. I was not hard to be perfwadcd, being a-

)ve all defirous to convert to ChriHianity a people

iat had never heard of Chrift > and fo purpofed to

rfake that honour which I had in the Univerfity,

r to make Chriit known unto that Heatheniíh peo-

e. The Provincial was glad to fee this my courage,

id £b with fome gifts and mony in my purfe, fent me
ith Moran to the Vera Paz in the company of 50 Spa-

trdfy who were appointed by the Prefident to aid and

iftus.

When, we came to Cohan we were well refrefhed

id provided for a bard and dangerous enterprize.

om Coban we marched to two great Towns of

hriftians called Saint Peter and Saint Jobi, where

ere added unto us a hundred Indians for our fur-,

er affiftance. From thefe Towns two days journey

e could travel on Mules fafely among Chrifli-

is and fome fmall villages, but after the two days

e drew near unto the Heathens Frontiers, where

ere was no more open way for Mules, but wc

uft truft unto our feet. We went up and down

ountains amongft Woods for the fpace of two

lys, being much difcounged with the Thickets and

irdnefs of the way, and having no hope of find-

g out the Heathens. In the night we kept watch

id guard for fear of enemies^ and refolvcd yet the

iiddayto go forward* In the mountains we found

anyfoits of Fiiutsaftdin the bottoms fprings and brooks

at wiíh
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with man£trees ofCacao and Achiotte. The third day w
went on, and came to a low Valley, inthemidft wherec
ran a (hallow river, where we found fome Milpa*s am
plantations of Maiz, Thefe were a teftimony unto us (

fome Indians not iar off, and therefore made us keep tc

getherandbe in readinefs, if any aflault or onfet ihoul

be made upon us by the Heathens, Whilft we thus tr«

veiled on, we fuddenly fell upon half a dozen poor cotti

ges, covered with boughs and plantain leaves, and in thei

we found three Indian women, two men and five youn
children, all naked, who fain would have efcaped, bi

they could not; We refreflied our felves in their po(

cottages, and gave them ofour provifion, which at fii

they refufed to eat, howling, and crying, and puling, t:

Manchad better incouraged and comforted them, who
language they partly underftood, We clothed them ar

took them along with us, hoping to make them difcov

untousfometreafureor fome bigger plantation. But th
day they were To fulienthatwe could get nothing out
them. Thus we went on, following fome tracks whi<
here and there we found of Indians, till it was almoft
veiling, and then we did light upon above a dozen cott

ges more, and in them a matter* oftwenty men, wome
and children, from whom we took fome bows and a
rows, and found there ibre of plantains, fome fiih, ar

wild Venifon, wherewith we refreOud our felves. The
told usof a great Town two days journey off, which ma<
us be very watchful that night. Here I began with fon
moxe of our company to be fick and weary, fo that ti

next day i was not able to go any further ', whereupon v
refolved to kt up our quarters there, and to fend out fon
Scouts of Indians and Spaniards to difcover the Countr
who found further more Cottages and plantations of Mai
ofChÜe, of Turkey beans, and Cotton-wooli, but noj^
ans at all, for they were all fled. Our Scouts retunie
and gave us fome incouragement for the pfeafantnefs
the Country y but withal wiihed us to be watchfular

car
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ireful, for that certainly the flight of thofe Indians was a

gn that our coming was noifed about the Country. The

:xt day we putpofed- to move forward to that plantati-

nwhichourfcoutshaddifcovered, being (as we were in»

irmed ) fafer, and more open to forefee any danger rea-

y to befall us. All thefe plantations lay along by the

ver where the (un was exceeding hot, which had cau-

•d fe'vers, and a flux in fome of us. With much wean-

efsand faintnefs I got that day to our journeys end, be-

¡nning now to repent me of what I was ingaged in, and

n foot, and fearing fome fudden danger, by reafon our

jmingwas now known by the Indians. The Prnoners

re had with us began to tell us of fome gold that they

idfometimesfind in that river, and of a great lake yet

«ward about which did inhabit many thoufand Indians,

mo were very warlike and skilful in their bow? and ar-

aws The one incouraged fome, the other much difcoa-

aeed the reft, who wiihed themCelves out of thofe woods

nd unknown places, and began to murmur againft Moran

mo had been the caufe of their ingagement in that great

airó Our night watch wasfet,and I and tne reft of the fick

•paliarás went to reft, fome upon the bare ground, but

(vfelfand others in Hamacca's, which are of net-wors,

¡edattwopofts or trees, and hanging in the air, which

mhtheleattfiirringofthe body, rock one a fleep as m
Cradl- Thus I took my reft till about midnight , at

/nich time our watches gave an alarm againft our aoproacnv

gneSes, who were Thought to be about a thoufand.

fhev «me defperately towards us, and when they few hey

eredifcovered

P
andourdrumsbeat up and our fowling

Ees and Mufquets began to fhoot, they hollowed and

ed out whha
q
hideouS°no»fe which uproar and fudden

ffShtment, added fweat and fear to my Fever, But

v££ Vnocametoconfefswithme, and to prepare him-

elffor death or for fome deadly wound) comtorted me,K to fear nothing, and to lie ftill, lor fetf

:ouldd
8othemnagoodandthatkftwasmy danger then

A a 2
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I apprehended^ becaufe our Soldiers had compafied mi
about, fo that on no fide the Heathens could come in

and flic we could not without the lofs of all our lives,

The skirmiih lafted not above an hour, and then ou
enemies began to flie back. We took ten of them, an<

in the morning found thirteen dead upon the ground
and of ours five only were wounded, whereof one dye(

the next day.

In the morning our Soldiers began to mutiny and t<

talk of returning back, fearing a worfe and more violen

onfet that day or the night following, for fome of th

Indian* who were taken, told them plainly that if the

went not away there would come fix or feven thoufani

againft them. They told us further, that they knew we
that the Spaniards had all the Country about^ excep
that little portion of theirs, which they defired to enjo

quietly and peaceable, and not to meddle with us, but ra

therifwe would fee their Country, and go through it a

friends, they would let us without doing us any hurt

but ifwc came in a warlike manner to fight and to brin

them into flavery, as we had done their neighbours, the

were all refolvcd to die fighting rather then to yield. Wit
thefe words our Soldiers were divided, fome with Mora
were of opinion to try the Indians, and to go peaceabl

through their Country till they could come to fome Tow
ofJucatan '> others were of opinion to fight, others to n
turn back again, confidering their weaknefs againft Í

many thoufandsof Indians as were in the Country. Bi

that day nothing was agreed upon, for that we could nc

flir by reafon ofthe lick and wounded. So we continue

there that night, and as the night before, much about th

fame time, the enemas came again upon us, but rinding i

ready and watching for them, they foon fled. In th

morning we rcfolved to return back, and Mwan fent th

Heathens word, that if they would let him go throug

their Country quietly to difcover fome land of Jncatai

he would after a few months come peaceably unto ther

with half a dozen Indians^ and no more, trufting his life t

their
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letn > whom he knew if they wronged, all the Spaniard*

the Country would rife up againft them, and not leave

le alive. They anfwered that they would entertain him
id any few Indians well and willingly s all which Moran
id they performed according their agreement the next

:ar following

Thus we returned that day back the fame way that we
id come, and 1 began to find my felf better, and my fea-

r to leave me. We carried with us fomeof thofe young
ildren which we had taken, to preient them unto the Pre-

lent (¿(Guatemala. And in Cohan the Prior Moran thought

: might ñrft do God good fervice if he chriftened thofe

lung children, faying, that they might become Saints, and

at afterwards their prayeis might prevail with God for

c converfion of their parents and of all that Country

Chriftianity. Í could not but opp^fe this his ignorance,

hich feemed much like unto that of the Fryers who en-

id America with Cortez^ and increafed after the con-

¡eft daily more in number, who boaiicd to the EmpQ-
ur, that they had fome of them made above thirty

ou(and Indians Chriftians by baptizing them •, which

lly they did as (heep are forced to the waters and dri-

ll to be walhedj fo were thofe firft Indians by thou-

ids fprinkied ( or if I may ufe their word, baptized ) for

ey were driven by compulfion and force to the rivers,

ither were they firft principled in any grounds oFbelief

dChriftianity, neither themielves believers, nor children

believing and faithful parents. So would Moran chri-

nthefe children, though I told him that they ought

»t to partake ofthat Sacrament and Ordinance of Ghrift,

ilcfs they were grounded in Artices of Chriftianity and

lieved, or were children of believing parents: But as

: had been brought up in errors, whereof that Church

Rome isa wide and fpatious nisft, fo he would be db-

nate in thi? point againft me and the truth, fprinkling

ith water thofe children, and naming them with names

j

Chriftians, After this he fent them well apparelled

thePrefident o(Guatemala^ who commanded them tobe

hz$ kepi
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kept, and brought up in the Cloifter cf the Dominica
Fryers.

I remained after this for a while in Cohan, and in tl

Towns about, until fuch time as the (hips came to tl

Gulf; whither I went with Muran to buy wines, o1

iron, cloth and fuch things as the Cloifter wanted for tí

prefent. At which time there being a Frigat ready to d

part to Truxillo ( fome occafions drawing Moran thither )

took ihip with him. We iiaied not long above a we<

in that Port ( which is a weak one, as the Englifb at

Hollanders taking ofit can witnefs ) but prefently v

thought of returning back to Guatemala by land throuj

the Country of Comayagua, commonly called Hondn^

This is a woody and mountainous Country, very bad ai

inconvenient for Travellers, and befides very poor \ the

the commodities are Hides, Canna fiftula, and Zarz

parilla, and fuch want of bread, that about Iruxih th

make ufe oí what they call Cajfave, which is a dry roc

*hat being eaten dry doth choak, and therefore is foak

in broth, wafer, wine or Chocolatte, that fo it may
j

down. Within the Country, and efpecialíy about the C

ty of Comayagita (which is a Biihops feat, though a fm

place of fome five hundred inhabitants at the moft) the

is more fiore of Maiz by reafon offome Indians, which a

gathered to Towns, few and fmall. I found this Count

one of the poorcft in all America, The chief place in

for health and good living, is the valley which is call

Gracias d Bios, there are fame rich iarms of Cattle ar

Wheat h bat becaufeit lieth as near to the Countty ofS»

témala as io Comayagua, and on this fide the ways are bett

than on that, therefore more cf that Wheat is iranfpofrt<

to G tatémala and to the Towns about if, than to Comay

gua or Twxilla. From Truxillo to Guatemala there are b

tweenfburfcóre and a hundred leagues, which we travelk

by land, not wanting in a barren Countrey r.either guid

nor provifion, for the poor Indians thought neither the

pcrfonal attendance, nor any thing that they erijoyed tc

good for us. !
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Thus we came again to Guatemala, and were by the

dryers joyfully entertained, and by thePreíídent highly re-

garded, and by the City called true Apoftles*, becaufe we

lad ventured our lives for the difcóvery of Heathens, and

>pened a way for their conversion, and found out the

:hief place of their refidence, and fent before us thofe

hiidren to the City, who wicneffsd being with us in the

Sloifter our pains and indeavour?. Moran was fo puffed

ip with the Prefidents favour, and the popular applaufe,

:hatherefolved in Guatemala, to venture again his life, and

tccordingto that mefíage which he had fent before to the

3eathen Indians <lo enter amongft them in a peaceable way

with half a dozen Indians. He would fain have had me

jone with him ', but I confidered the hardnefsoi the jour-

ney, which I thought I (hould not be able to perform on

Foot % and alfo I feared that the Barbarians might muti-

ny againil us for thofe children which we had brought s
and

laftly I liked not the Country, which feemed poor api not

for my purpofe, to get means fufficient to bring me home to

England, which was thechiefeft thought and dcfire of my

heart for the fatisfaftion of my confcience, which I found

ftill unquiet. Wherefore I refolved to foriake the com-

pany ofmy fiiend Moran, and to defift from new difcove*

ries of Heathens, and fuch difficult undertakings, which

might endanger my health and life, and at kit bring no

profit, but only a little vain glory, fame and credit in that

Countrcy. I thought I might better imploy my time, if I

learned fome Indian tongue nearer to Guatemala, where 1

confider'd the riches of the Towns, the readinefsof the

Indians¿nd their willingnefs to farther their Priefts wants»

and lafily their ignorance in fome points of Religion, which

I thought I might help and clear with fome found do&rine,

and with preaching Chrift crucified unto them, and bring-

ing them unto that rock of etemal blifs and falvation. I

trufted in my friends fo much, that I knew it would not

be hard for me to take my choke of any place about Guate*

mala, from whence I might facilitate my rcturnto.fi/ig-

land, and mm i& Spain, and have every year an aniwefc

Aa4 €.ahcf,



3 6o A New Survey Chap. XX.
CaGer than any where elfe. I opened my mind unto the
Provincial ( who was then at Guatemala ) and he pre-
fently and willingly condefcended to mv requeft, and
ctíuníelled me to learn the Poconchi language, ( whereof 1

had already got fome grounds in the Vera Paz) which is
moft ufed about Guatemala, and alfo is much pradifed in
Vera Paz, and in the Countiy oí San Salvador. He
promifed to fend me to the Town of Petapa, to learn
there the language, with a fpecial friend of his named
Fryer Peter Molina, who was very old, and wanted the
help and company of fome younger perfon to eafe him
in the charge that Jay upon him, of to great a Town,
and many Travellers that paiTed that way. The Provin-
cial, as ifhe had known my mirid, pitched upon my very
hearts defire sand thus two weeks before Midfummer day
I departed from Guatemala to Petapa, which is fix leagues
from thence,and there fetled my felf to learn that Indian
tongue. The Fryers of thofe parts that are any way skil-
ful in the Indian languages, have compofed Grammars and
Di&ionaries for the better furthering of others who may
fupply their places after their deceafe > but whilft they
live are unwilling to teach the languages unto others, left

their fcholars íhould after a good and well-grounded know*
ledge ofthe tongues, fupplant their own Mailers, and be
a -means of taking from them that great profit which they
have by living as Curates in the Indian Towns. Yet this
old.Mfl/iHÄConfidering himfejf in years, and for his good
friends fake the Provincial, was not unwilling to accept
ofmy company, and to impart unto me what knowledge
he had got by many years pradice of the Poconchi tongue.
He gave me therefore a ihort abilrad: of all the rudi-
ments^ belonging unto it, which did confift chiefly of
declining Nouns, and Conjugating Verbs, (which I ea-
fily learned in the firft fortnight that I had been with
him) and then a Dictionary of Indian words, which
was all the reft of my fimdy to get without book, un-
til I was able of my fdf to preach unto the Indian^
whkh with much eafinefs I obtained by difcourfing and

con-
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inferring with them, what with my private ftudy I had

trned.

After the firftfix weeks Molina writ down for me in

e tongue a ihort exhortation, which he expounded to

:, and wifhed me to learn it without took, which I preach-

pubiickly upon the feaftof St, James. After this he

,ve me another íhort exhortation in Spanijb, to be preach-

i the fifteenth ofAugufo which he made me tranflate

to the Indian tongue, and he corrected in it what he

und amifs, wherewith I was a little more cmboldned,

>d feared not to (hew my felf in publick to the Indians*

his pra&ice I continued three or four times till

Hcbaelmasi Preaching what with his help I had tran-

ced out oí
'

Spanifc till I was able to talk with the

tdians alone, and to" make my own Sermons. After

¡icbaelmaSiMofaiabáng not a little vain-glorious of what

: had done with me, in perfecting me in an unknown
>ngue in fo ihort a ipace, which was

y

very little above

iie quarter ofthe year, writ unto the Provincial, acquaint*

>g him ofwhat pains he had taken with roe, and of the

ood fuccefs of his endeavours, afTuring him that I was

ow fit to take a charge of Indians upon me, and to

reach alone, further defiringhim that he would beilow

pon mcfome IndianTown ancl Benefice, where I might

y conftant preaching, and praótice further that which

nth fo much facility I had learned. The Provincial
' who had always been my friend J needed not fpurs to

:ir him up to (hew more and more bis love and kindnefs

me*, but immediately fent me order to goto the

wo Towns of Mixco and Pinola, and to take charge of

he Indians in them, and to give quarterly an account of
vhat I received thence unto the Cloifter of Guatemala,

into which all that valley did belong, All the Indian

[owns and the Fryers that live in them are fubordinate

anto fomie Cloifter \ and the Fryers arc called by their

Juperiours to give up for the Cloifters ufe ^what monies they

lave fpared > after their own and their fervants lawful

maintenance. Which ordejr yet in ftru is not obferved,

fo
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for there the Fryers who are once beneficed in India

Towns, depend not upon any Cloifter, but keep al! tha

they get fox themfelves, and fo receive not from thci

Cloifters any clothing, or help for their prvoifion, neithe

give tbey any account to their Superiours, but keej

cloath and maintain themfelves, with what offerings an<

other duties fall unto them from the Indians h which i

the caufe that the Fryers of Peru are the richeft in a

the Indies, and live not like Fryers, but rather lik

Lords, and Game and Dice publickly without controu

But the Fryers of Guatemala^ Guaxaca and Mexico^ thoug'

they have enough and more than is well futable to thei

vow and profeflion of poverty, yet they enjoy not the li

berty ofthe Feruan Fryers in their Indian Benefices \ fo

what is over and above their expences, they give to thei

Superiours, and from them they receive every month a ja

of wine, of an Arrobe and a hfclf, and every year a nee

habit with other clothing, Yet with what I have faid

muft not excufe the Fryers oíGuatemala from liberty, ac<

the enjoyment of wealth and riches > for they alfo gam
and fport, and fpend, and fill their bags, and where i

their accounts and reckonings to the Cloifters, the

itiight well give up in a year five hundred Crown*

betide their own expences, they give up peradven

ture three hundred, and ufurp the reft for themfelvc

and their vain and idle ufes > and trade and traf

fique under hand with Merchants againft their vow c

poverty.

With this fubordination therefore ( which I have (hew

ed ) unto the Prior a'ndCloifter of Guatemala^ was I fen

to preach unto the Indians of Mixco and Finóla, iron

whence for rpy fake was removed an old Fryer of al

rnoft fourfcore years of age, and called to his Cloifter t<

jeft, who was not able to perform the charge which la]

upon him of two Towns, three leagues diftant one frorr

another. The fettied means for maintenance which I m-

joyed in ihefe Towks, and the common offerings anc

duties, which 1 received from the Indians was this :
h

Mixci
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tfto* I was allowed every month twenty Crowns, and

n finóla fifteen, which was punftually payed by the Al-

aides and Regidors, Mayors and Jurats, before the end

>fthe months for which payment, tha Town fcweda

:oramon piece of Land with Wheat or Maiz, and kept

:heir book of accounts, wherein they fet down what

;rops they yearly received ', what monies they took in for

the fale oftheir Corn, and in the fame book I was to write

lown what every month I received from them s wMfch

book at the years end they were to prefent to be examined

by fome officer appointed thereunto by the Court of Gua-

temala. Befides this monthly allowance, i had from the

Sodalities of the Souls' in Purgatory every week in each

Town two Crowns for a Mais i every month two

Crowns from Finóla upon the iitft Sunday of the month

from the Sodalities of the Rotary ; and in Mixcá likewife

every month from three Sodalities of the feofary of the

Virgin Mary, which were there belonging unto ^the Indi-

ans, the Spaniards, and the Blac\moors %
two Crowns a-

piece. Further from two more Sodalities belonging to

the Vera Cruz, or the Croft of Chrift, every month two

Crowns apiece. And in Mixco from a Sodality of the

Spaniard) belonging to St. Nicolas de Tokmim, two

Crowns every month ; and from 3 Sodality of St. Bias in

finóla ev:ry month two more Crowns, and finally in

Uixco from a Sodality entitled of St. Jacmtbo every

month yet two Croons, befides fome offerings cf either

mony, fowls, or candles upon thofe days whereon thefe

Mafles were fung-, all which amounted tp threefcore

and tune Crowns a moneth, which was furely fettled

and paid before the end of the month. Befides from

what I have formerly faid of the Saints ftatues which -do

belong unto the Churches, and do there conftantly bring

both mony, fowls, candles, and other offerings upon their

day, unto the Frieit, the yearly revenues which I had in

thofe two Towns will appear not to have been ímalí ¿

for in Mixco there were in my time eighteen Saints I-

mages, and twenty in Finóla % which brought unto tnc

upna
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upon their day four Crowns a piece for Mafs and Ser-
mon, and Proceffion, befides Fowls, Turkeys and Cacao.
and the offerings before the Saints, which common!)
might be worth at kail three Crowns upon ever)
Saints day, which yearly amounted to at leaft two hun-
dred threefcore and fix Crowns. Befides the Sodalities

ofthe Rofary ofthe Virgin, ( which as I have before faid

were four, three in Mixco, and one in Finóla) upon five

feveral feafts ofthe year ( which are moft obferved by che
Church of Borne J brought unto me four Crowns, two foi

the days Mafs, and two for a Mafs the day following,
which they call the Anniverfary for the dead, who had
belonged unto thofe Sodalities* which befides thofe
days offerings ( which fometimes were more, fometimes
lefs J and the Indians prefents of Fowls and Cacao,
made up yearly fourfcore Crowns more. Befides this,

the two Sodalities of the Vera Cruz upon two Feafts
of the Crofs i the one upon the fourteenth of Sep-
tember, the other upon the third of May, brought four
Crowns apiece for the Mafs of the day, and the An-
niverfary Mafs following, and upon every Friday in
Lent two Crowns, which in the whole year came to four
and fourcy Crowns s -all which above reckoned, was as
a fure rent in thofe two Towns, But, ftiould I fpend
rime to reckon up what befides did accidentally fall, would
be tedious. TheChriftmans offerings in both thofe two
Towns, were worth to me when 1 lived there at leaft

forty Crowns. Thurfday and Friday offerings before
Eafterday were about a hundred Crowns , All-Souls day
offerings commonly worth fourfcore Crowns ; and
Candle-mas day offerings commonly forty more. Be-
fides what was offered unto the Feaft of each Town by
all the Country which came in, which in Mixto one year
was worth unto me in Candles and Mony fourfcore

Crowns, and in Finóla ( as I reckoned it ) fifty more,
The Communicants ( every one giving a Rial ) might
make up in both Towns at leaft a thoufand Rials * and
the Confeffionsin Lent at leaft a thoufand more, befides

other
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her offering? of Eggs, Hony, Cacao, Fowls and Fruits*

very Chrittning brought two Rials, every Marriage

170 Crowns, every Death two Crowns more at leaft *

id lome in my time dyed, who would leave i o or i%

rowns for rive or fix MalTcs tobe fung for their fouls.

Thus are thofe fools taught that by she Priefts finging

leir fouls are delivered from weeping, and from the fire

id torments of Purgatory ; ar,d thus by finging all the

:ar do thofe Fryers charm from the poor Indians and their

Ddalities and Saints an infinite treafure, wherewith they in*

ch thcmfelves and their Cloifters \ as may be gathered

om what I have noted by my own experience in thofe two

owns of Mixco and Pinola, ( which were far inferiour yet

) Petapa and Amatitlmt in the fame Valley, and not to

e compared in offerings and other Church-duties to ma-

y other Towns about that Country ) which yet yielded

nto me with the offerings caft into the Chens which

ood in the Churches for the fouls of Purgatory, and with

?hzt the Indians offered when they came to fpeak unto

|i ( for they never vitit the Prieft with empry hands ) and

rich what other Mafs-ftipends did cafually come in, the

jmofat lean two thoufand Crowns of Spanifb mony,

i?hich might yearly mount to five hundred Englijh pounds,

thought this Benefice might be a fitter place for me to

ve in, than in theCloifter of Guatemala, wearying out

ciy brains with points of falfe-grounded Divinity for to get

>n!y the applaufe ofthe Scholars of the Univerfity, and

iow and then iome fmall profit h which 1 thought I might

ook after as well as the reft of my profeifion, nay with

core reafon, for that I intended to return to England, and

knew I ihould have little help for fo long a journey in

caving there my friends, iffobe that 1 made not my mony
r*y belt friend to affifl me by Sea and Land My firft en-

leavour was tocertifie my ielf from the Books of Receipts

md Accounts in the Cloifkr of Guatemala, what reck-

onings my Predeceffor and others before him had given

jp to the Cloifter yearly from Mixco and Finóla, úm I

might regulate my felfand my expences fo, as to be able

to
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to live with credit, and to get thanks from the Cloifte

by giving more than any before me had given. 1 foiHH

that four hundred Crowns had been the moft that my ol<

Predeceffor had given yearly in his accounts * and that be

fore him little *iorc was ufually given from thofe tw

Towns/, Whereupon I took occafion once in difcourf

with the Prior of Guatemala to ask what he would wil

lingly txptü from me yearly whilft I lived in thofe tw

Town s h to which he replyed, that if I upheld for my par

the Gloifters ufual and yearly Revenues, giving what m
Predeceffor had given, he would thank me, and expe<!

no more from me, and that the reft that befel me in thoi

Towns, 1 might fpend it in Books, Pi&ures, Chocolatte

Moles ,and Servants s to which I made reply,that I though

I could live in that Benefice creditably enough, and ye

give from it more to the Gloifter than ever any other be

fore /me had given, and that I would forfeit my conti

nuing there, if 1 gave not to the Gloifter every year fou

hundr ed and fifty Crowns. The Prior thanked me hearti

Jy for ¿it, and told me I fhould not want for wine, (wifhinj

me to fend for it every month ) nor for clothing, which h

would,' every year once beftow upon me. This 1 though

would fave a great part of my charges, and that I wa

well provided tor as long as I lived in the India's. Am

here I «delire that England may take notice how a Fryer tha

hath profeffed to be a Mendicant, being benehced in Ame

rica, tray live with four hundred pounds a year clear, anc

tome with much more, with moft of his cloathing gira

him befides, and the moft charge of his wine fopply d

with the abundance of Fowls, which coft him nothing, anc

wkhfach plcitfy of Beef, as yields him thirteen pounc

for three penct: Surely well may he game buy gooc

Mules, farniOi his chamber with Hangings and rtdii ft

antes and Cabinets, yea and fill them with Spang

Piftoks and pieces of eight, and after all trade in
jj

Cour kMM for a Mitre and fat Biihopnck, whic

commonly is the end of thoic proud, worldly, and laz)

iubbars. •

Aftci
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Aftci I was once fettled in thefe my two Towns, my firfi:

K was to provide my felfof a good Mule, which might
on and eafily cany me (as often as occafion called) from
ie one Town to the other. I foon found out one,which
>ft me fourfcore Crowns, which ferved my turn very well

ride nine miles the fpeedily crofs the Valley, which
ere between the two Towns." Though my cheif ftudy

ire was to perfed my felf in the Indian tongue, that I

light the better preach unfo them, and be well under-
x>d j yet I omitted not to fearch out the Scriptures dai-

, and to addi& my felfunto the Word of God, which 1
lew would profit me more than all thofe riches and plea-
ires of Egypt, which for a while I faw I mail enjoy till

ly ten years were fully expired, and Licenfc from Rome
r Spain granted for me to return to England, which I
rgan fpeedily to folicite,by means of one Captain Ifidore
iZepeda, a & evil Merchant and Matter ofone ofthe (hips
rhich came chat firft year that I was fetled in Mixto with
lerchandife for Guattmala. By this Captain (who paf~
d often through the Valley^) I writ unto my friends in
pain and had anfwers, though at firfl: to little purpofe*
'hich did not a little increafe the troubles ofmyconfci-
ice, which were great, and fuch whereof the wife man
id, a wounded Confcience who can bear? My friend-
lip with this Captain Zepeda was fuch , that I broke my
iind unto him, defiring him to carry me in his Ship to
pain, which he refuted to do, telling me the danger he
light be in, if complaint fhould be made to the TPreÍK
ent of Guatemala,znd wifhing me to continue where!
'as, and to (lore my felf with mony that I might return
nth licenfe and credit. I reiolved therefore with David
i the 16, PfaL and the 8fv. to fet the Lord always before
ie, and to choofe him for my only comfort, and to rely up.
n his providence who I knew only coukjoréjer things for
iy good, and could from America bring me home to the
oufe of Salvation, and to the houihold of Faiths from
rtiich 1 confideredmy felf an exile, and far baniflied. In
fie mean tim§ I lived five full years in the two Towns of
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Mixca and finóla. Where I had more occafion to gel

wealth and mony,than ever any that Jived there before me

:

for the firft year of nay abiding there it pleafed God tc

fend one oí the Plagues of Egypt to that Gountry, which

was of Locufis, which I had never feert till then. They

were after the manner ofour Graflioppers, but fomewhai

bigger, which did flie about in number io thick and infi-

nite, that they did truly cover the face of the Sun, and hin-

der the ftiining forth of the beams of that bright Planet

Where they lighted either upon Trees or finding Corn

there nothing was expe&ed but ruine, deftruftion and

barrennefs > for the corn they devoured, the leaves and

fruits of trees they eat and confumed, and hung fo thick

upon the branches, that with their weight they tore there

from the body. The high ways were fo covered with them

that they ftartkd the travelling Mules with their fluttering

about their head and feet \ my eyes were often ftruek with

their wings as I rid along, and much ado I had to fecmj

way, what with a Montero wherewith I was fain to c«vei

my face, what with the flight of them which were ftill be-

fore my eyes.

The Farmers towards the South-Sea Coaft,cryed out foi

that their indigo which was then in grafs, was like to be

eaten up \ from the Ingcnio's of Sugar, the like moar

was made, that the young and tender Sugar Canes would

be defiroyed > but above all, grievous was the cry of the

husbandmen of the valley where I lived,who feared thai

their Corn would in one night be fwallowed up by thai

devouring Legion. The care of the Magiftrate was that

the Towns of Indians ihould all go out into the fields

withTrumpets, and what other inflruments they had to

make a noife, and fo to affright them from thofe places

which wert moft eonfiderable and profitable to the Com-

mon-weakh> and ftrange it was to fee how the loud

noiie of the Indians and founding of the Trumpets, de-

fended fome fields from the fear and danger of them*

Where they lighted in the Mountains and High-ways,

there they left behind them their young ones,- which

were
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re found creeping upon the ground ready to threaten

th a fecond years plague if not prevented^? wherefore

the Towns were called with Spades, Mattocks and
Dvels to dig long Trenches and therein to bury all the

ung ones.

Thus with much trouble to the poor Indians, and their

:at pains ( yet after much hurt and lofs in many pla~

) was that flying Penitence chafed away out of the

untry to the South Sea, wbeie it was thought to be
ifunaed by the Ocean, and to have found a grave in the

ters, whilft the young ones found it in the Land. Yet
y were not all fo buried, but that íhoríly fome ap-
ired, which not being fo many in number as before,

re with the former diligence foon overcome. But
lilft all this fear was, thefe outcries were made by
: Country and this diligence performed by the Indi-

\ the Priefts got well by itj for every where Pro-
lions were made, and Maffes fung for the averting

that Plague. In Mixed moft of the Idols were car-

d to the field, efpecially the pi&ures of cur Lady, and
[X of Saint Nicholas Tolentine, in whofe name the

urch of Rome doth ufe to b!eis little Ereads and:

afers with the Siint fiamped upon them > which they

nkare able to defend them from Agues, Plague, Pe-
ence, Contagion, or any othei great and imminent
iger. There was fcarce any Spanijh Husbandman who
this occafion came not from the Valley to the Town
Mteci>with his offering to this Saint, and who made
ta>owto have a Mafs fung unto Saint Nicholas v they

brought breads to be blefled, and carryed them back
their Farms, fome caning them unto their Corn, feme
tying them in their hedges and fences, flrongly

fling in Saint Nicholas^ that his bre^d would have
wer to keep the Locufis out of their fields ; -and fo at the

\ thófe fimple, ignorant and blinded fouls, when they
vthe Locuftsdepaited and their Corn fafe., cried out to
r Lady fome, others to Saint Nicholas, Milagro^ a Mi-
ele, judging the Saint worthy of praife more than Cod,

Bb and.
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and performing to him their vows of Maffes, which
their fear and trouble they had vowed, by which crroi

ous and Idolatrous devotion of theirs I got that year ma
more Crowns than what before I have numbred from

i

Sodalities. The next year following, all that Coum
was generally infe&ed with a kind of contagious fickn<

almoit as infectious a$ the Plague, which they call Tab
dillo, and was a Fever in the very inward parts a

bowels, which fcarcc continued to the feventh day, I

commonly took them away from the world to a grave (

«hird or fifth day. The filthy fmell and ftench which cai

from them, which lay fick of this difeafe, was enough

infed the reft of the houfe,and all that came to fee then

It rotted their veiy mouths and tongue?, and made th<

as black as a coal before they died. Very few Spaniat

were infe&ed with this Contagion > but the Indians
$

nerally were taken with it. It was reported to have beg

about Mexico, and to have ipread from Town to Toi

till it came to Gxatemala, tnd went on forwards» and

likewife did the Locufts the year before, marching as

were from Mexico over all the Country. I vifited ma
that died of this infe&ion, ufing no other Antidote agar

it, fave only a handkerchief dipped inVinegar to fm

unto, and I thank God I efcaped where many died.

Mixco I buried ninety young and old, and in Pimía abo

an hundred \ and for all thefe that were eight year ol

or upwards, I received two Crowns for a Mafs for th<

fouls delivery out of Purgatory. See good Reader, wfc

ther the conceit of Purgatory have not been a main pc

cy ofRome to enrich the Prieft and Clergy, with Mafs j

pends from fuch as die, making them believe that n

thing elfe can help their fouls if once plunged into rh

conceited fire*, Where thou maift fee that one contagio

ikknefsin two fmall Towns of Indians brought unto n

in lefs th^n half a year near a hundred pounds for Mail

for almoft two hundred that died. Nay fuch is the gre

*iy covetoufnefs of thofe Priefts,that-Uiey will receive thr

or four Mafs fiipends for one day
3
making the people b

liev
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:ve that the fame Mafs may be offered up for many

id do one foul as much good as another. Thus with

le Plague of Locufts, and the contagion of Gcknefs, for

le firft two years together had I an occafion to enrich my
If, as did other Priefts my neighbours. But think not

lat becaufe fo many died, therefore the Towns growing

fs my offerings for the future were IefTened, The En-

)mendero
>

s or Lords of the two Towns took care for

ttt, who that they might not !ofe any part of that Tri-

ne which was formerly paid unto them, prefent'y after

ic fickneis was ceafed, caufed them to be numbred, and

as I have in the Chapter before ebferved ) forced to

arriageall that were tweU'e years and upwards of ?ge j

hich alio was a new ftream of Crowns flowing into my
igs > for from eveiy couple that were married I had al-

two Crowns befides other offerings, and in both (he

owns, I married on that occalion above fourfcore

¡up!e. Truly by all this,! thank the Lord 1 was more

rengthened in my conceit againft the Church cf R<f*t<>

id not with the grecdinefs of that Lucre inticed to con-

nuing in it, though 1 found the perferments there fa?

eater than any might be in the Church of England, where
inew nothing was to be got with tinging, or hüdfing
rer a Mafs ; But yet though for the prefent my profit

as great, my eyes were open to fc e the cirours whereby
at profit came fo plentifully to rr e. and to a!i that crew
'Idolatrous Priefis. The judgments ceafed not heie in

at Country in my time, bat after this Contagien threg

as fuch an Inundation of rain, that the Husbandmen
ared again thelofs cf all their Corn. At noon time the

irk clouds for a month together began to thicken and
)ver the face of the Heavens, pouring down fuch ftormy

¡ores as fwept away much Corn, and many poor Cot-
ges ofIndians y befides the rain, the fiery thunderbolt?

'eaking through the clouds threatned a doleful judgment
! the Country. In the valley óf Mixco two riding to-

cher were firilken dead from their Mules, the Chsp-
ílofcur Lady ot Camel in the f*tre vat ]

ey was burnt
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to the ground, and likewife two houfes at the River <

Vacas. In Petapa another flaflb of lightning or thunde
bolt fell into the Church upon the high Altar, crackir

the walls in many place?, running from Altar, to Aha
defacing all the gold, and leaving a print and (lamp whei

it had gone without any more hurt. In the Cloifter <

the Francifcaras in Guatemala, a Fryer fleeping upon h
bed after dinner, was ftricken dead, his body being le

all black as if it had been burnt with fire, and yet no fig

of any wound about him. Many accidents happened th;

f^er which was i6$i. all about the Country. But ir

felf was by the fafe protetäion of the Almighty woi
derfully faved ^ for being on a Saturday at night i

Mixco trembling and fearing, and yet trufting in no

God, and praying unto him in my chamber, one flal

of lightning or thunderbolt fell clofe to the Church wa
to which my chamber joyned, and killed two Calvi

which were tied to a poft in a yard, to be flaughtere

the next morning. The lightning was fo near and terri

ble that it feemed to have fired all my houfe, and firuc

me down unto the ground, where I lay as dead for a gres

while > when I came again to my felf, I heard many India
about my houfe, who were come to fee if either it or Ú
Church were fet on fire. This ftormy feafon brought it

alio much profit, ( for as formerly ) the Spaniatds of th

valley and the Indians betook themfelves to their Id<

Saints carrying them about in Proceflfion, which was nc

done without mony, which they call their alms unto the;

Saints, that they may the better be heard and intreated b

them, •.

The Summer following there was more than ordinar

earthquakes, which were fo great that year in the King
dom of Peru, that a whole City called Truxillo wa
fwallowed up by the earth which opened it felf, and almol

all the people were loft, whilft they were at Church wor
(hipping and praying unto their Saints. The hurt the]

did about Guatemala was not fo much as in other pía

ces, only fome few mud*walls were (haked down, anc

fotT
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)ine Churches cracked h which made the people fear
nd betake themfelves again to their Saints, and empty
leir purfes before them for Maffes and proceffions, left

be danger ihould prove as great, as was that of the great
irthquake which happened before my coming into that
iountrey. Theie earthquakes when they begin are more
ften than long, for they laii but a while, {lining the
uth with three motions, firft on the one fide, then on the
rher, and with the third motion they feem to fet it right
;ain. If they ihould continue, they would doubtlefs
arldown to the ground any fteeple or building though
ever fo great and ftrong. Yet at this time in Mixco
>me were fo violent, that they made the fleeple bend
• much that they made the bells found. I was fo ufed
ito them that many times in my bed I would not ftir

r them. Yet this year they brought me to fuch a fear,
tat had not the Lord been aprefent refuge to me in time
i trouble, I had utterly been undone. For being one
lOrning in my chamber fiudying, fo great and fuddain was
1 earthquake, that it made me run from my table to a
indow, fearing that before I could get down the flairs

ie whole houfe might fall upon my head, the window
as in a thick wall vaulted upwards like an arch ( which
e Spaniards hold to be the fafeft place if a houfe ihould
U J where I expeded nothing but death i as foon as I
>t under it, the earthquake ceafed, though my heart

a fed not to quake with the fuddain alfnghimenr. Whilft
was mufing and thinking what todo, whether I ihould.

n down to the yard, or continue where I was, there
me a fecond (baking worfe than the firft, I thought
ith my felf if the houfe ihould fall, the Arch would
)t fave my life, and that I ihould either be ftifled or thrown
tt of the window, which was not very low and near
ito the ground, but fomewhat high, wide, open, ha-
ng noglafs cafements but wooden ihuts,f fuch as there
e ufed J and if I leaped out of the window, I might
anee to break a leg, or limb, yet fave my life. The
ddennefs of the aftoniihment took from me the beft

B b 3. and
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and moil mature deliberation in fuch a cafe s and in the

tnidii of thefc my troubled and perplexed thoughts a third

motion canicas violent as the former, wherewith I had

now fct one foot in the Window to leap down, had not

the fame Lord ( to whom David faid in the 4<5 P/aL v
% 2,

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved )

by his wonderful providence fpoken both to me and to

the moving earth, laying as in the ic v. Be ftill and know

that I am God vfor certainly had ic gone on to a fourth

motion, 1 had by calling down my feli broke either my

neck, or a leg, or fome other joynt. Thus was 1 twice fa-

ved by my good Goi in Mixc§, and in Ptnola I was once

«9 lefs in danger in loiing a leg by means of a fmaller inftru-

.¿lent than is aflea.

This Town oí Binóla in the Indian language is called

Fancac\ Pan tignitiethin, or amongft, dc,fignifiah three

things H for it figtiifieth the fire, or a fruit otherwife cal-

led guiava* or thirdly, a fmall vermin , commonly called

Ly, the Spaniards tdigua\ which is common overall the

Indias bat more in fome places than in others. Where

there are many Hogs, there isufualiy much of this fort oí

veimin. The Spaniards report that many of the Soldi-

ers of Sir Francis Drake died oí them, when they landed

about Nombre de Dios, and marched up the high Moun-

tains of St. Pablo towards Panama, who feeling their feet

tokch,and not knowing the caafe thereof, fcratched them

fo much, till they feftred, and at lañ, (if this report be

true )coii them their lives. Some fay, they breed in all

places, high and low, upon Tables, Beds, and upon the

ground \ but experience Qieweth the contrary, that they on-

ly breed upon the ground, for where the houfes arc fluttifh

and not often iwept, there commonly they are moft felt i

and in thac they ufually get into the Feet and Shooes, and

feUom.into the hands or any other part of the body, ar-

gue* that they breed upon the ground. They are lefs thar

«he któ flea, and can icarce be pueeived, and when the>

enter into the foot, they roakéit butii and itch'\ and if thar

they be looked to, they appear
: buck, and no bigger tber

the
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he point of a pin, and with a pin may eafily be taken

tut whole* but if part ofthem be left, the fmalleft part

vill do as much harm as the whole, and will get into

hefleflb. When once they are got in, they breed a little

>ag in the fle(h,and in it a great many Nits, which increafe

jigger and bigger to the bignefs of a great Pea» then they

>egin again to make the foot itch,whtch if it be fcratched,

alleth to fettering, and fo indangereth the whole foot.

Jome hold it beft to take them out when they caufe the

¡reaching and are getting in , but this is hard todo, be-

:aufe they can haidly then be perceived, and they are apt to

le biofeen. Therefore others commonly let them alonea

intil they be got into the flefh, and have bred a bag with

iks, which like s blifter (heweth it ieif through the skin

md then with ttife point of a pin, they dig round about the

>ag, till they can with the pins point take it out whole, if

t be broken, it comes to breed again i if it be taken out,

whole, then they put fa a little ear wax, or aíhes where the

>ag lay, and with that the hole is healed up again in a day

3r two. The way to avoid this yermin entring into the

foot, is to lay both (hooes and (lockings, or whatfoever

Hher clothing upon ibme ftool or chair high from the

ground, and not to go bare-foot , which yet is wonderful

in the Indians themfelves, that though they commonly do

go bare-foot, yet they arc feldom troubled with them,

which is atcfibuted to the hardnefs oftheir skin , for cer-

tainly
, were they as tender footed and skinned as are thofe

that wear both (hooes and ftockings, they would be as

much troubled with them as thefe are. Pancac and Tino-

ta> is much fubjed tp this Vermin, or A%»¿, and i found

it by woful experience, for at my firft coming thither not

knowing well the quality of it, I let one breed fo long in

jny foot, and continued fcratching it uatil my foot came

tobefoteftcred, that I was fain to lie two whole months

in a Cbirurgions hand , and at laft through Gods great

mercy and goodnefs to me I loft not a Limb. But that

the Providence of God may be known to me the worft of

aj!l bJ5 Cx,e%tujes. paying in fo far a Country from ail mj
Bb4 Mends
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friends, and from me may be related unto future Genera
tions, before I conclude thisGhapter, I ihall further ihe
both my dangers and deliverances. Though true it

moil: of the Indians ate but formally Chrifiians, and on
outwardly appear fucb, but fecretly are given to Witcl
craft and idolatry, yet as they were under my charge
thought by preaching Chrift unto them, and by cheriíhír

them, and defending them from the cruelty of the Sp
wards, I might better work upon them to bring them 1

more knowledge of forne truths, at leafl: concerning Go
and Chrift. Therefore as Ifound them truly loving, kin
and bountiful unto me, fo I endeavoured in all Sccafior
to (hew them love by commiferating their fufferings, an
taking their part againft any Spaniards that wronged then
and keeping conftantl y In my chamber fuch drugs ( as he
'Waters, Annifecd and Wine and the like ) which I knei
might moil pleafe them, when they came to fee me, an
mod comfort them, when they were lick or grieved. Thi
toy love" and pity towards them had almoft in Finóla coi
me my life-, For an Indian of that Town ferviñg a Spa
niard, named Francifco de Montenegro ( who lived a mi!
and a half from thence ) was once fo pitifully beaten anc
wounded by his Mafter, for that he told him he woul<
complain tome that he payed him not his wages, that hi

was brought home to the Town, and had I not out of nr
charity called for a Chirurgion from Petapa to cure him
he had ccfts inly d\ed. 1 could no but ccmplain forth
poor Indian unto the hreíidént of Guatemala, who refpe-
ding my complaint, feot for my Spaniard to the City, im«
prifoncd him and kept him clofe until the Indian waj
recovered, and fo with a Finefent him back again. In a

Sermon I preffed this home unto the neighbouring Spa-
mardf, warning them of the wrongs and abufes which
they offered unto the poor Indians, which I told them 1

would put up no more than any injury done unto my fell
tor that Hooked upon them as Neophytes and new plants
oi Chnftianity,who were nor to be difcouraged, but by
all means oflove encouraged to come to Chrilt i withal Í

com-
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:ommanded all the Indians that had any wrong done unto

tern, to come unto me, affuring them that I would irake

ich a complaint for thtm as {hould be heard, as they

light perceive I had lately done to feme puipofe. This

srmon ftuck (o in Montenegro his fiomach, that ( asi was

iformed ) he made an Oath, that he would procur^tny

eath. Though it was told me, yet I could hardly be-

eve it, judging it to be more a bravery anda vain hoaft-

lg of a Spaniard^ than any thing elfe \ Yet by the advice of

)me friends I wascounfeiled to look to my felf, which yet

flighted, till one day the boys and Indians that fer-

ed in my houfe came runing to my charmber door, wi-

ring me to look to my felf, and not tocóme out, for that

Montenegro was come into my Yard with a naked fword to

ill me. I charged them from within to call the Officers

ftheTowh to aid and affiÄ me} but in the mean while

ay furious Spaniard perceiving himfelf difcovered? left

iie Town. With this/ I thought of fectuing my ftlf

etter, and called for a Blackmoor, Miguel Valva a very

:out and lufty fellow, who lived from me half a mile, to

t about me till I could difcover more of Montmegms

lefigns and malicious intents. The next Sabbath day

ruhe morning being to ride to the Town of Mixco^

arried my Blackmore/ and halfa dozen of Indians, in my
ompany, and going through a little Wood in the midft

if the valley, there I found my enemy waiting for me,

vho feeing the train I brought, durñ do nothing, but

;aveme fpiteful language , telling me he hoped that he

hould find me alone fome time or other, With tais Í thought

it to delay no longer my fecond complaint to the Prcii-

lent againft him, who as before hesrd me willingly, and af-

:er a months irnprifonment baniihed Montenegro 30 leagues

torn the Valley. And uot only from Spaniards was, I

n danger for the Indians fake whilii I lived in thoie Towns

»

jut alió fome Indians themfelve s, (who were falie

in Religion ) 1 did undergo great perils, an i yet was ilill

delivered.

In Pinola there were fome^ who were much given to

Whch-

¡
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witchcraft, and by the power of the Devil did ad ftrang
things. Amongft the reft there was one old woman na
med Martha de Carrillo, who had been by form of th

Town fotmerly accuied for bewitching many \ but the Spá
mjh Juftices quitted her, finding no fure evidence again
her > with this (he grew worfe, and worfe and did muc
harm. When I was there, two or three died, witherinj

away, declaring at their death that this Carrillo had hilla

them, and that they faw her often about their beds, threat

ning them with a frowning and angry look. The Indian

for fear oí her durft not complain againft her, nor mcddl
with her ; whereupon I fent word unlo Donjuán dt Guz*
man the Lord of that Town, that if he took not orde
with her, (he would destroy his Town. He hearing of i(

got for me a commiffion from the BiChop and another offi

cer ofthe Inquifition to make diligent and private inquir

after her life and aftions \ which 1 did, and fourid amonj
the Indians many and grievous complaints againft her, mol
of the To vvn affirming chat certainly fhe was a notoriou
witch, and that before her aecuíation íhe was wont whi
therloever íhe went about the Town to go with a Duel
following her, which when (he came to the Church, woulc
ftay at the door till fhe came out again, and then woulc
return home with her, which Duck they imagined wa>

her beloved Devil and familiar Spirit, for that they hac
often fet dogs at her .and they would not meddle with hei

but rather run away from her. This Duck never appear-

cej more with her, fince the was formerly accufed before

the Juftice, which was thought to be her policy, that fhe

might be no more fufpedted thereby. This old woman
was a widow, and of the pooreft of the Town in outward
fhew, and yet the always had ftore of mony, which none
could tell which way &e might come by it. Whilft I was
thus taking privy information againft her fit being the time
ofLent, when all the Town came to confeiilon ) fhe among
the reft came to the Church to confefs her Sins, and brought
me the beft prefent ancj offering cf a!! the Town, <oi

whereas i Rial isconamon
a
j(hs brought nie four, and befóte
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Turfcy, Eggs, Fifh, and a little bottle of hony. She

iuzht thereby to get with me a better opinion than

d of her from the whole Town i I accepted ofher great

¿rings, and heard her Confeffion, which was of nothing

t trifles, which could fcarce be judged hnful aäions. I

amined her very clofe of what was the common J
urg-

ent of all the Indian,, and efpecially of thofe who dying

d declared to my felt at their death that (he had bewitched

em, and before their Iicknefs had thrcatned them, and in

eir iicknefs appeared threatning them with their death

.out their beds, none but they themfelves feeing her. To

hich Die replyed weeping, that fhe was wronged. I

ked her, how fhe being a poor widow without any ions

* help her, without any means oflivelyhood had fo much

lony as to give me more than the richeü of theTown,

ow fhe came by that Fifh, Turkey,and Hony, having none

f this of her own about her houfe ? to which fhe replyed,

lat God loved her and gave her all thefe things, and that

rith her mony fhe had bought the reft. I asked her oi

/hom? fhe anfwered that out of the Town fhe had them.

pcrfwaded her much to repentance, and to forfake the

Jevil and all fellowfhip with him-, but her words and

nfwers were of a Saintly and holy woman, and (he ear*

icftly defired me to give her the Communion with the reft

hat were to receive the next day. Which I told her I durft

lotdo, ufingChrifts words, Give not the chiidrens bread

into dogs, nor caft your pearls unto fwine ; and that it

would be a great fcandal to give the Communion unto her,

vho was fufpe&ed generally, and had been accufed for a

Witch. This fhe took very ii], telling me that fhe had ma-

oy ytars received the Communion, and now in her old

age it grieved her to be deprived of it ; her tears were

many, yet I could not be moved with them, but rtfolutely

denied her the Communion, and fo d ifmiiTcd her. At noon

when I had a«ic my work in the Church, I bad my icr-

vants go to gather up the Offerings, andgave.orderto have

the ftlh dieffed for my dinner which fhe had brought i bac

no fooner Was it carried into the Kitchen,, when the Crok
lurking
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looking on it found it full of Maggots, and «inking,
that I was forced to hurl it away. With that Ibeean
fufpcd my old Witch, and went to look on her hon
and powring it out into a diih, I found it full of Worn
her eggs I could not know from others, there being ne
a hundred ofTered that day i but after as I ufed them, «
found fome rotten, fome with dead chickens within ; tl

next morning the Turkey was found dead ; as for h
lour Rials, I could not perceive whether the had bewitcl
ed them out of my pocket, for that I had put them wii
many other, which that day had been given me, yet as f;

as I could I called to memory who and what had been gven,me and in my Judgment and reckoning Í verily thouef
that I mined four Rials. At night when my iervants tr.

Indians were gone to bed, I fat up late in my chambf
betaking my felt to my Books and fiudy, for t was th
nest morning to make an exhoitation to thofe that ft
ceived the Communion. After I had fiudyed a while i

being between ten and eleven of the Clock, on a fuddei
the chief door in the hall (where in a lower room wa
my chamber, and ths fervants, and three other doors) flev
open, andlheardonecomein, and for a while walk aboui
then was another door opened which went into a littl
rocm, where my fiddles were laid ; with this I though
u might be theBiack-moor Miguel Dalva, who would of
ten come late to my houfeto lodge there, efpecially Cnce
my fear of Montenegro, and I conjedured that he was lay-
ing up his faddle, I called unto him by his name two 01
three times from within my chamber, but noanfwerwas
made, but fuddenly another door that went out to a Gar-
den flew alfo open, wherewith I began wiihin to fear, my
íoynts trembled, my hair flood up, I would have called
out to the fervants,and my voice was as it were flopped with
the fuddtn affrightment, I began to think of the WitcH
and put my truit in God againit her, and encouraged my
feif and voice, calling out to the Iervants, and knock-
ing with a Cane at my door within that they might
hear me, for I durft not open it and go out. With

the
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he noife which I made the fervants awaked and came out

D my chamber door *, then I opened it, and asked them

Fthey had not heard fome body, in the hall, and all the

loors opened. They faid they were afleep, and heard

lOthing, only one boy faid he heard all, and related unto

ne the fame that I had heard. I took my candle then

n my hand and went out into the hall with them to

iew the doors, and I found them all (hut, as the fer-

'ants faid they had left them. Then I perceived that the

Vitch would have affrighted me, but had no power to do

ne any harm *, I made two of the fervants lie in my cham-

ler, and went to bed, In the morning early;! fent for my
Ufeal the Clerk of the Church, and told him what had

lappened that night j hefmiled upon me, and told me it

vas the widow Carillo^ who had often played fuch tricks in

he Town with thofe that had offended her, and therefore

te had the night before come unto me from her defiring me
give her the Communion left íhe (hould do me fome

lurt, which I denied unto him, as I had done to her felf.

fhe Clerk bad me be of good cheer, for heknewihehad

10 power over me to do me any hurt. After the Communis

>n that day fome of the chief Indians csme unto me, and

old me that old Carillo had boafted that (he would phy
ne fome trick or other, becaufe I would not give her the

Communion. But I to rid the Town of fuch a limb of

Jatan, fent her to Guatemala, with all the evidences and

vitneffes which I had found againft her unto the Prefi-

lent and Bifliop, who commanded her to be put in prifon/

vhere (he died within two months.

Many more Indians there were in that Town, who

vcre faid in my time to do very flrange things. One

railed John Gonzalez wa$ reported to change himfelf into

heihapeofa Lyon, and inthatihape was one day (hot in

:he note by a poor harmlefs Spaniard who chiefly got his

iving by going about the Woods and Mountains, and

hooting at wild Deer and other beafts to make mony ofthem.

Se efpied one day aLyon, and having no other aim at him

)ur his fnout behind a tree 5
he (hot at hicnitheLyon run away;

the



|8z J New Survey Chap. XX
the fame day this Gonzalez was taken Gck, I was fent fo

to hear his Confeffion, I faw his face and nofe all bruifed

and asked him how it came, he told me then that he ha(

fallen horn a tree and almoft killed him; yet aftef

ward she accufed the poor Spaniard for (hooting at him
the bufinefs was examined by a Spanijb Juftice, my evi

dence was taken for what González told me of his fall fron

a free, the Spaniard was put to his oath, who fware tha

he (hot at a Lyon in a thick Wood, where an Indian couk
fcarce be thought to haveany bufirefs, the treet wasfounc
out in the Wood, whereat the (hot had been made and wa
ftill matked with the (hot and bullet i which Gonzalez con-

feffed was to be the place, and was examined how he net
thcr fell nor was feen by the Spaniard when became ft

feek for the Lyon, thinking he had killed him i to which h<

anfwered that he ran away left the Spaniard (hould kil

him indeed. But hisanfwers feeming frivolous, the Spa>

niards integrity being known, and the great fufpitior

that was in the Town of Gonzalez his dealing witf

the Devil, cleared the Spaniard from what was laid a
gain ft him.

But this was nothing to what after happened to on(

John Gomez, the chiefeft Indian of that Town of neei

touifcore years of age, the Head and Ruler of the princi-

pallen Tribe among the Indians, whofe advifc and eoun-

Icl was taken and preferred before all the reft, who feeméd

to be a very godly Indian* and very feldom miffed ttionv

ing and evening prayers in the Church, and had beftowed

gnat riches there. This Indian very fuddenly was taken

fkk ( 1 being then in my other Town of Mixco, ) the May-
ofdomos, or ftewards ofthe Sodality of the Virgin fearing

that he might die without Confeffion and they be chid

tor their negligence, at midnight called me up at Mixa
defiling me to go prefently and help John Gomez to die

3

whom alio they (aid defired much to fee me and to re-

ceive fome comfort from me. I judging it a work of cha-

lky, although the time of che night were unfeafonable,

and the great rain at the prtfent might have flopped my
charity,
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harity, yet I would not be hindred by either of them,

nd fo fct forth to ride nine miles both in the dark and

vet. When I came to Vinola being thorough wet to the

kin, I went immediately to the houfe of old fick Gomez,

rtio lay with his face all muffled up, thanked me for my
>ains and cate I had for his fouh he defued co confefs,

ndby hisconfeffion and weeping evidenced nothing but

1 godly life, and a willing delire to die and to be with

thrift. I comforted him and prepared him for death,

;nd before I departed, asked him how he felt himfelf, he

mfwered that his iicknefs was nothing but old age and

veaknefs. With this 1 went to my houfe, changed my
elf and lay downa while to red , when fuddenly I was

ailed up again to give Gomez the extream unäion, which

he Indians ( is they have been ignorantly taught ) will

lot omit to receive before they die. As I anointed him

n his nofe, his lips,his eyes, his hands and his feet, I

>erceived that he was fwelled, and black and blew * but

nade nothing of it, judging it to proceed from the fick-

jcfsof his body ^ I went again home being now break of

he day, when after Ihad taken a fmall nap, fomc Indian;

ame to my door for to buy candles to offer up for John

jomez his foul, whom they told me was departed, and

vas that day to be buried very folemniy ar ^^ I arr-fe

vith drowfie eyes after fo unquiet a nights reft > and walk*

:d to the Church, where I faw the grave was preparing,

met with two or three Spaniards who lived nter the

[own and were come to Maf$ that morning, who went

n with me to my chamber, and with them I fell into dif»

:ourfe about John Gomez, telling them what comfort I

iad recieved at his death, whom I judged to have lived

ray, holily, and doubted not of his falvation, and that fne

Ibwn would much want him, for that he was their «jhief

juide and leader, ruling them with good advice and coun-

el. At this the Spaniards fmiled one at another, and

:old me I was much deceived by all rhe Indians, but efpe-

:ially by the deceafed Gomez, if Í judged him ?o have

>een a Saint, and holy man. I told them that they as ene-

mk$
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mies to the poor Indians judged itill uncharitably of them 5

but «hat I who knew very well their conferences, could
judge better oí them than they. One then replyed, that it

feemed 1 little kne^ the truth ofJohn Gomez his death by
the Confeffion which he had made unto me, and that I

feemed to be ignorant of the ftlt which was in the Town
concerning his death. This feemed fo ftrange unto me,
that I defirtd them to inform me ofthe truth. Then they

told me that the report went,that John Gomez was the chid
wizardof all the wizards, and witches in the Town* and
that commonly he was wont to be changed into the fliape

of a Lyon, and io to walk about the mountains. That he
was ever a deadly enemy to one Sebafiian Lopez an an-
cient Indian, and head ofanother Tribe i and that both of

them two days before had met in the mountain, Gomtz
in the fliape of a Lyon, ard Lopez in the fhape of a Ti-
gre and that they fought moft cruelly, till Gomez ( who
was ihe older and weaker ) was tired, much bit and
bruifed* and died of it. And further that I might be allu-

red ofthis truth, they told me that Lopez was in prifon for

if, and the two Tribes ftriving about it > and that the

Tribe and kindred ofGomez demanded from Lopez and his

Tribe and kindred fatisfadion, anda great fum of mony
or elfe did threaten to make the cafe known unto the

Spani(b$owet and authority, which yet they were unwil-

ling to do if they could agree and fmother it up among
ihcmfc!ves,that they might not bring anafperfion upon
their own Town. This feemed very iirange unto me, and
I could not refolve what to beleive, and thought I would
nevermore beleive an Indian, if I found John Gomez to

have fo much d fTembled and deceived me. I took my
leave of the Spaniards and went my felf to the Prifon,

where I found Lopez with fetters. I called one of the

officers of the Town, who was Alguazil Maior, and my
great friend, unto my houfe, and privady examined him
why Lopez was kept fo clofe prifonen he was loth to telí

me fearing the reft of the Indians, and hoping the bufinefe

would be taken up, aod agreed by the two Tribes, and

nol
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t noifed about the Countrey, which at the very inftant

: two Alcaldes and Regidores, Maiors and Jurats,

th the chief of both Tribes were fitting about in the

wn-houfe all that morning, But 1 feeing the Officer

íorous, was more defirous to knoiv fomething, and

iffed more upon him fot the truth, giving him an inkling

what I had heard from the Spaniard* before. To which

anfwered that if they could agree amongft themfelves,

iy feared no ill report from the Spaniards againft theif

twn j I told him I muft know what they were agreeing

on amongft thettifelves fo ckfely in the Town-houfe.

told me, if 1 would promife hitti to fáy nothing of him

For he feared the whole Town if they fhould know he had

'ealed any thing untóme ) he would tell me che trñch ¿

ith this I comforted him, and gave him a cup of Wine,

i encouraged him, warranting him that no harm ihould

ne unto him for what he told me. Then he related the

finefs unto me as the Spaniards had done, and told me
it he thought the Tribes amongft themfelves would not

ree^ for that forne óf Gomez his friends hated Lopez and

fuch as were fo familiar with the Devil, and cared not

jomez his diffembling life were laid open to the World *

t others he faid, who were as bad as Lopez and Gomez>

>uld have it kept clofe, left they and all the Witches

i Wizards of the Town ihould be difcovered. This

uck me to the very heart, to think that I ihould live

íongftfuch people, whom I faw were fpending all they

uld get by their work ana labour upon the Churchy

ints, and in offerings , and yet were fo privy to the

unfels ofSatan v it grieved me that the Word i preached

ito them, did no more good, and I reiolved from that

ne forward tofpend moft ofmy endeavours againft Satans

btilty, and to fhew them more than I had done, the

eat danger of their Souls wfeo had made any compad

ith the Devil, thai I might make them abandon and

jure his works, and clofe with Chrift by Faith. I

Mffed the Indian , and went to the Church 5
tú

e if the people were cbme io AÉáfi > I found there

Q € m

if*
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no body butonly twowho were making Gomez his Grave
I went back co my Chamber, troubled much within my
felf, whether I fhould allow him a Ghriftian burial, who
had lived and died fo wickedly, as I had been informed
Yet I thought I was not bound to believe one India?

againft him, nor the Spaniards^ whom I fuppofed fpokc

but by hearfay. Whillt I was thus muting, there cam<
imto me at lean twenty of the chiefeftof the Town wit!

the two Majors, Jarates, and all (he Officers of Juftice, whc
defired me to forbear that day the burying of John Gomez
for that they had refolved to call a Grown Officer to vievi

his Corps and examine his death, left they all ihould b<

troubled for him^ and he be again unburyed. I made as i

I knew nothing but enquired ofthem the reafon/, then thej

related all unto me, and told me how there were witneflq

in the Town who faw a Lyon and a Tyger fighting, and

prefentty loft light of the Beafts, and faw John Gomez
and Sebafiian Lopez> much about^ the fame place parting

one from another j and that immediately John Gomez camt
home bruifed to his bed, from whence he never rofe more
and that he declared upon his death-bed unto fome of hii

friends that Sebajiiaa Lopez had killed him i whercup&r
they had him iniafecuttody. Further they told me thai

though they had never known fo much wickednefs of thefi

two chiefheads of their Town whom they had much re-

fpe&ed and followed, yet now upon this occafion, from
the one Tribe and the other they were certainly informed
that both of them did conftantly deal with the Devil
which would be a great afperfion upon their Town, bui

they for their parís abjured all fuch wicked ways, and
prayed me not to conceive the wotfe of all for a few,
whom they were refolved to ptrfecute, and fuffer not to

live among them. 1 told them I much liked their good
?eal,and incpuraged them as good Chriftians to endeavour
the roofing our Satin from their Town, and they did
very well jn giving notice to Guatemala, to the Spanifb
power, of this accident, and that if they had concealed it,

they might all have.been puniihed as guilty oí Gomez his

death,
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eath, and Agents with Satan, and his infiruments. Í

ffured them I had no ill conceit of them, but rather

idged well of them for what they were agreed to do. The
¡town Officer was fen: ibr who came that night and
:arched Gomez his body ? I was preient with him, and
>und it all bruifed^ fcratch'd and in many places bitten

nd fore wounded. Many evidences and fufpicions were
rough t in againft Lopez by the Indians of the Town,
[pecial by Gotnez his friends, whereupon he was carryedl

way to Guatemala, and there again was tryed by the fame
'¡tneffes, and aot much denying the faca himfelf, was
lere hanged. And Gomest, though his grave was opefied

1 the Church, he was not buried in it, but in another made
ady for him in a Ditch.

In Mixco I found alfo fome Indians no lefs difíemblers

lan was this Gomez> andthofeof the chkfeft and richcíí
:
the Town, who were four Brothers called Fuentes, and

ilfa fcoremore. Thefe were outwardly very fair tongued
3

jeral, and free handed to the Church, much devoted to

le Saints, great feaflers upon their day,, and yet in fecret

•eat Idolaters. But it pleafed God to make me his ihflru-

ent, todifcover and bring to light the fecrccy of their

dden works of darknefs, Which it feems the privacy of
thick Wood and Mountain had many years hid from
e eyes of the World, Sonne of thefe being one day in

e company of other better Ghriftians drinking hard of
eir Chicha, boafted of their God, faying that he had
eached unto them better than I could preach, nay that

rhad plainly told them that they fhould not believe

iy thing that I preached of Chriil, but follow the old

ays of their Forefathers, who worihipped their Gods
¡ghtjbut now by the example of the Spaniards they were
luded,and brought towodhip a fálfe God. The othc¿
briftiaiis hearing of this began to wonder, and to enquire
them where that God was, 2nd with much ádo, pro-
ofing to follow their ways, and their God 3 got out of
zth the place and Mountain where they might find hinv
tough this in diunkenncft were agreed ivpm±: vet in

Qiz fobérnífsV
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febernefs the good Chriftian< thought better of what thej

had agreed upon, and flighted what before in drinking the

heard, and yet it was not kept by them fo clofe, but that i

came to the ears of a Spaniard in the Valley i who findin

himfelf touched in confcience, came to Mixco to me, an

told me what hehad heard, that fome Indians of that tow

followed an Idol,and boafted that he had preached unt

them againft my DoAnne, and for the ways of the form»

Heathens. I thanked God tor that he was pleafed to undei

mine the fecret works of Satan daily, and defired the Sp<

nun* to tell me by whom he came to know of this. F

told me the Indians name from whom he had it, and th;

he was afraid to difcover the Indians and to tell me of I

I fent for the Indian before the Spaniard, who confefft

unto me that he had heard of fuch a thing s but knew thi

if he did difcover the Indians, they with the power oft!

Devil would do him much harm, I told him, if he were

true Chrinian, be ought to fight againft the Devil, ar

not to fear him, who could do him no harm if God we

withhim,ahdheclofedby Faith with Chriit, and th

the difcovery of that Idol might be a means for the conve

ting of the Idolaters, when they (hall fee the fmall pow

of their falie God againft the true God of the Chnftiar

Further I told him plainly, that if he did not tell n

who the Indians were, and where their Idol was, th

I would have him tp Guatemala, and there make hi

difcover what he knew. Here the Indian began to tremb

and told me the Fuentes had boafted offuch an Idol, who

they called their God, and gave fome iigns of a Fount»

and ot a Pine-Tree at the mouth of a Cave in fuch a Moui

tain. I asked him, if he knew the place, or what kind

Idol" it was ; he told me that he had often been in th

Mountain, where he had feen two or three fprings

iwater, butnever was in any Cave. I asked him if he wou

go with me, and help me to find it out, he refuted ft

tearing the Idolaters, and wiihed me not to go, for fe

iftheyihould be there, they might kill me rather than I

difcovered. 1 anfwered him that I would cany with i
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ich a Guard as {hould be able to defend me againft

hem, and my Faith in the true living God, would fecure me

gainft thatfalfe God. Irefolved therefore with the Spa-

\iard to go to fearch out the cave the next day, and to

arry with me three or four Spaniards and my Blackmore

Migud Valva, and that Indian. I told him I would not

uffer him to go home to his houfe that day, for fear he

hould difcovei in the Town my defign and purpofe,and fo

/ve might be prevented by the Idolaters, who certainly that

light would take away their Idol. The Indian flili refa-

ed, till I threatned him to fend for the Officers of Juftice

md to fecure hisperfon •, with this he yielded, and that he

night have no difcourfe with any body in the Town, nor

with the Servants of my houfe, I defired the Spaniard to

take him home to his houfe, and to keep him there clofe

that day and night, promiting to be with him the next

morning. I charged the Spaniards * atfb with fecrecy, and fo

äiimiffed him with the Indian. "That day I rid to Pinola

for the Blackmore Miguel Valva, and brought him to

Mixco with me, not telling him what my intent was >

Iwentalfo to four neighbouring Spaniards, defiring them

to be in a readinefsthe next morning to go a little way

with me for the fervice ofGod, and to meet me at fuch

a neighbours houfe, and that if they would bring their

fowling pieces, we might chance to find fome (port where

we went, and as for provifion of Wine and Meat, I

would provide fufficiently. They promifed to go with

me, thinking that although I told them, it was for the

fervice of God, my purpofe only was to hunt after fome

wild Deer in the Mountains. I was glad they conftrued

my aéHon that way, and fo went home, and provided

that night a good Gammon ofBacon,and fome Fowls rofted

cold, and others boiled, well peppered and falted for ths

next days work. Where I had appointed my Indian to 6e

kept, I met with the reft ofmy company^ and from thence

we went together to the place of the Idohiers wor*

(hipping, which was fome fix miles from Mixco towards

the Town of St.Jobn Sacatepeques. When #c cams into the

Q$3 Woe i
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Wood we prefently met with a deep Barranca, or bottom
where was a running, which encouraged us to make there
diligent iearch, but nothing could be found * from thence
we afcended up out of the Barranca, and found after

ipuch time fpent a fpriog of water, and looked care-
fully about it, but could find no Cave, Thus in vain we
fearched till the Evening, and fearing kit we might lofe

our way and our felves, if the night overtook us, my
friends began to Tpeak of returning homewards. But I
confideringthatasyerwe had not gone over one half part
©f the Wood, and to go home and come again might make
us to be noted, and fpoken of, we thought it our beft way
to take up our lodging that night ¡n the Wood, and in that
bottom which we firft fearched, wkere was good water
ipr to drink Chocolarte

3
and waim lying under the trees,

®nd io in the morning to make our ftcond iearch.
' The

Company was very willing to yield urtto it, and the
calm night favoured our good intentions, We made a
fire for our Ghocektte, and fupped exceeding well of our
cold meat, and fpent moft part of the night in merry
difcourfe, having a watchful eye on our Indian, left hq
jhould give us the flip, committing him to the charge
oíMigml Valva. In the rnorning we prayed unto God,
befeechinghimto guide us ibat day in the work we went
stout, and todifcover unto us the Cave of darknefs and
Iniquity, where lay hid that inifrument of Satan, that fo
by his difcovery glory might be given unto our true God,
and (hame and puniihaient brought upon his enemies. We
enterM again into the Wood up a fteepy hill, and
having throughly fearched all the South fide of it, we
went onto the North fide, where we found another deep
defcent, which we began to walk down looking on every
iide,andnotin vain jforaSmoft Haifa mile from the top
we found fome marks of a w^y that had been ufed and
trodden, which we followed until we came to another
fgdng of water i we fearched narrowly about if

f
and found

íoiToe pieces of broken earthen diihes " and pots, and one
pee of a chafing-diih, fuch as the Indians ufe to burn

Frankincenle
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Frankincenfe in, in the Churches before their Saints > we
verily imagined that thefe were .pieces of fuch inftruments

wherewith the Idolaters performed their duty unto their

Idol, and we were the more comforted for that we knew
this earthen ware had been made in Mixco h the Pine Tree

which immediately we difcovered confirmed our hopes.

When we came unto it we made very little more fearch, for

neer at hand was the Cave, which was dark within but

light at the mouth, where we found more earthen ware,

with afhes in them, which allured us of fome Frankincenfe

that had been burned. We knew not how far the Cave
migh reach within, nor what might be in it, and there-

fore with a flint we ftruck fire and lighted a couple of

candles and went in > at the entring it was broad, and
went a little forward, but when we were in, we found

it turn on the left hand towards the mountain, and not

far * for within two rods we found the Idol (landing upon
á low ftool covered with a linen cloth. The fubflance of it

was wood, black (tuning like Jet, as if it had been painted

or fmoaked, the form was ofa mans head unto the fihoulders

without either Beard or Muftachoes j his look was grim
with a wrinkled forehead, and broad flartling eyes. We
feared not his frowning look, but prefently feized upon
him; and as we lifted him up we found under him fome
fingle Rials, which his Favorites had offered unto him ;

which made us fearclv more diligently the Cave i and it

was not amifs, for we found upon the ground more
fingle Rials, fome plantins and other fruits, wax candles

half burned, pots ofMaíz, one little one of Hony, little

difhes wherein Frankincenfe had been burned, whereby

I perceived the Idolaters and Chriftians both agreed in
their offerings i and had I not been informed that they
called this Idol their God* I could have blamed them no
more than the» reft of the Towns who woríhip, íínee!

before and offer fuch offerings unto their Saints .made of
Wood, and fome no handfomer than was this Idol, which
I thought, might have been fome beafts ihape •, but being
thcihapeand fonn ofa man, they might have named him

Cc4 bf

,.
. 1

,
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by the name of fome Saint, and fo fome way have excufed
themfelves, which they could not do, nor would they do
n, in that they perfiikd in this error, that he was their
God, and had fpoken and preached unto them, and being
afterwards asked by me, whether it were the pi&ure of any
Saint, fueh as were in Mixco, and other Churches, they
anfwered, No, but that he was above all the Saints in the
Ceuntrey.

m

We were very joyful to fee that we had not fpent our
time in vain, we cut down boughs of trees, and rilled the
Cave with them and ftopped che mouth of it up, and came
away, making the Indian that went with us carry the
?dol on his back wrapped up in cloth, that it might not
be feen or perceived as we went. I thought it fit to delay
the time till night, and then to enter into Mixco, that the
Indians might tee nothing. So I ttayed at one of the Spar.
ntards houfes, till it were late, and defired him to
warn from me all the Spaniards thereabouts to be at Mixco
Church the next Sabbath, (fearing left t he Idolaters might
be many, and rife up againft me ) that J had fomewhat
to fay unto them and their Blackmoors concerning their So*
dalities, for I would not have them know of the Idol,
till they heard of it and faw it in theQiurch, left it ftiould
come to the Indians hearing, and fo tjhe Idolaters might;
abfent themfdves. At night I took my Indian, and Miguel
Valva with me, and went home, and (hutting up the
Idolihacheft till the next Sabbath, I difmiffed the Indian,
charging him to fey nothing, for he knew if he did wkat
harm might come unto him from the Idolaters, and I
knew few words now would fuffice, for that he feared
himfelf, if ft fhould be known that he had been with
mc, I kept Miguel Vaha with me, who was defi-
nms to fee the end of the büfinefs, and prepared my felf
againft the next Sababath to preach upon the 3. v. of the
20. of Exodus, Thou Jhalt have none other Gods before mey

though it were a Text nothing belonging to the GoP
pel of the day, from whence commonly in the Church
qf£^etheTeKtsan^fubje<äs of Sermons are deduced*
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at I judged that Text moft feafonable for the prefent oc-

tíion. On the Sabbath day in the morning when the

ulpit was made ready by him who had care ot the ^™tch

id Altars, I caufed Miguel Dalva to carry under his

;ioak the Idol, and to leave it in the Pulpit upon the ground

lat it might not be feen, till fuch time as 1 (hould think fee

i my Sermon to produce it, and to walk about the Church

11 the Congregation came in, that none might fee it or

tke it away. Never was there a greater refort from abroad

> that Church than that day of Spaniards and Blackmoors,

rho by the warning I fent unto them expeled fome great

latter from me, and of the Town very few were abtent,

le Fae/rte/andall the reft that were fufpe&ed to be that

dols favorites (little thinking that their God was brought

rom his Cave,and now lay hid in the Pulpit toftume them)

amealfo that day to Church. I commanded Miguel Dalva

o be himfelf near the Pulpit at Sermon time, and to warn

hole Spaniards that knew the bufinefs, and fome more

Jlackmoois his friends to be alfo near the Pulpit flairs.

Thus Mafs being ended, I went up to preach ? when I

ehearfed the words, of my Text, I perceived both Spa-

liards and Indians began to look one upon another, as

lot being ufed to Sermons out of the Old Teftament. I

vent onlayingopen this Command of God having no

)thet Gods before him, fo that the Dodrinc might feem

o convince all that were there prefent, as well Saint-wor-

hippers, as indeed thofe Idok-wor(hippers, if the caufe of

ny preaching upon thatfubjeifc had not diverted their eyes

torn themfelves to behold their ownguiltinefsof Idolatry,

mdto look only upon thofe who worihipped a piece of

Wood for God,and not,as they did, for a Saint (which yet in

ny judgment was much alike. ) After I hadfpoken what I

hought fit concerning that horrible fin, and ihewed that no

:reature could have the power of God ( who was the

Creator of all things) neither could do good or harm with-

out the true living Gods Commiffion, efpecially inanimate

Dreatures asftocks, and Äones, who by the hand and workr

tnanihip of man might have eyes, and yet were dead Idols,

and
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and fee not, might have ears and not hear, might hamouths, and not fpuk, might have hands, and not wonor help or defend with them fueh as worihipped the!and bowed down unto tfiem.

Thus having half fioiihed my Sermon, I bowed my 1down in the Pulpit and lifted up the black, grim and ftari
Devil

5and placed that Dagon on one fide of the Pulpit wimy eves fixed upon fomeof the Fuentes and others, whe
perceived changed their colour, blufbed, and were fc
troubled, looking one upon another. I deiired the Co
gregation to behold what a God was worihipped

I

fome of them, and all to take notice oí hitm if ai
knew what part of the earth was the Dominion of trOod or from whence he came. I told them that fon
had beaded that this pitee of Wood had fpoken at
preached againit what ¡ had taught of Chrift, ana th
therefore he was worihipped by them for God, and th<
had offered Mon? , Hony, and of the Fruits of the earl
unto him, and burnt Frankincenfe before him in a fee*
and hidden Cave under the earth, (hewing thereby th;
they were aihamed to own him publickly, and that I
lurking in the darknefs of the earth, (hewed certainly thi
he belonged to the Prince of darknefs. I challenged hit
there m pubhek to fpeak for himfelf, or elfe by filence t
ihame and confound all his woríhippers. I (hewed ther
how being but wood, be had been made and faíhioned b
the hands of man, and therefore was but a dead Ido
I fpent a great deal o( time arguing with him , an.
defying Satan who had ufed him as his Inftrument, darin¡
the Devil himielf to take him from that place which
had confined him to if he could, to (hew what little powe
he or Satan had againit the power ofmy faith in Chrift
After much arguing and reafoning according to the (hallow
Capacity of the Indians prefent, I told them ifthat theii
God had power to deliver him from that execution
which 1 had intended againit him (which was there pub.
lickly to have him cut in pieces, and burnt) they fhould
not beheve the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift ; but if they faw no

powei
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>weratallin him againft me the weaken inftrunieni of

e true living God, then Ibefeeched them to be conver-

gí unto that true God who created all things, and to

nbrace falvation by his Son the only Mediatour and Sa»

our Jefus Chrift, and to renounce and abjure from thar^

Tie aU Heatheniih Idolary of their forefathers, alluring

em for what was paft I would intercede for them, and

cure them from what puniihment might be inflicted

?on them by the Prefident and Bithop^and if they would

>me to me, I would fpend my beft endeavours for the

ilping and furthering ©£ them in ihe way of Chriftia-

And thus concluding without naming any perfon, I

ent down out of the Pulpit, and caufed the Idol tobe
fought after me, and fending for an axe, and for two or

uee great pans ofcoals» I commanded him to be hewen
1 very fmall pieces, and to be caft in the fire and burned

*fore all the people in the midft of the Church. The
paniards cried out joyfully Victoria Viüma, and others re-

eated, Gloria a noftro Dios, Glory to our God ; the Idola-

:rs held their peace and fpake not then a word. But af-

^rwards they a<Sed moft fpightfully againft me, and
^nfpired day and night to get me at fome advantage,

nd to kill me. I writto.the Prefident of Guatemala in-

arming him of what I had done, and to the Biíhop ( asan

nquifitor to whom fuch cafes of Idolatry did belong) to

e informed from him of what courfe I (h.ould take with

be Indians who were but in part yetdifcover'd unto me*

nd thofeonly by the relation of one Indian. From both

received great thanks for my pains in fearcbing the

nountain, and finding out the Idol, and for my zeal in

mrning of it And as touching the Indian Idolaters their

:ounfel untóme was, that í ihould further enquire after

he re-ftacd difcover as many as Icould, and endeavour to

:onvert them to the knowlege of the true God by fair and

iweet means, (hewing pity unto them for their great

:>lindnefs,and promiiing them upon their repentance par-

áon from the -inquiiition, which contideriag them to-be

but
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but new plants, ufeth not fuch rigour with them, which i

ufeth with Spaniards j if they fall into fuch horrible fins

This advice 1 followed, and fent privately for the Fuentes

to my chamber, and told them how merciful the InquiG

tion was unto them, cxpe&ing their converfion and

amendment. They feemed Íonowhat flubborn and angry

for that I had burned that God, whom not only they, but

many others in the Town, and alfo in the Town of Saint

John Sacatepeques did worihip. I ufed reafons to perfwadc

them no honour was due unto it, as to a God. Bui-one oi

them boldly replyed, that they knew that it was a piece oi

wood and of it felf could not fpeak, but feeing it had fpoken

( as they were all witneffes ) this was a miracle wherebj

they ought to be guided, and they did verily believe thai

God was in that piece of wood, which fince the Speech

made by it was more tham^rdinary wood, having God him-

felf in it, and therefore deferved more offering and adora-

tion than thofe Saints in the Church, who did never fpeak

unto the people. I told them that the Devil rather had

framed that Ipeech ( ifany they had heard J for to deceive

their fouls and lead them tohtlh which they might eafily

perceive from the Docärine which I was informed he had

preached againg Ghrift the only begotten Son of God,
whom the Father loveth and in whom he is well pleafed

;

and againft whom he certainly would not fpeak in thai

Idol Another anfwered boldly, our forefathers never knew
what Chrift was, until the Spaniards came unto thai

Countrey > but they knew there were Gods, and did

worihip ihem, and did facrifice unto them ; and for oughf

they knew this God oftheirs belonged in old times unto

their forefathers. Why then, I faid unto them, fee was a

weak God who by my hand hath been burned ? I per-

ceived that at that ame there was no reafoning with them,

for they were ftubborn and captious, and fo I difmiffed

them. HadnotGodmoftgracioufly proteded me againft

thefe my enemies, I had certainly been murthered by

them h for a month after the burning of the Idol, when
i thought all had been forgotten, and that the Idolater*

were
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me quiet, then they began to a<ä their fpight and malice,

vhichfirft I difcovered by a noife which once at midnight

I heard of people about my houfe, and at my chamber

loor*, to whom I calPd out from my bed not dating to

}pen, but could have no anfwer from th*m. I perceived

[hey would have come in by force, for they puihed hard

it the door. Whereupon I took fuddainly the (heets from

:>tfmy Bed, tying them with a firong knot together,' and

with another to a bar of theiwindow, making my felfready

to fall down by them to the ground, and fo to flie in the

dark night, if they had ufed violence to come in. The

[heets being thus prepared, and they fiill at the door thruft-

¡ng without any word from them, I thought by calliog and

crying out aloud I might affright them away. Wherefore

with a thrill voice I call'd firrt to my fervants, who were

but boys, and Jay at the further end ofa long Gallery, then

I cryed out to the neigbouring houies to come and affift

me againft thieves. The fertants had heard the noife and

were awake, who prefently at my call came out s and

with their coming my enemies ran down the flairs, and

werflieard no more that night. But 1 perceiving which

way1 their fpight and malice was bent, thought fit to be no

more alone in the night, with boys only in fo great a houfc

as was that of Mixco > whereupon the next day I fent for

my trufiy friend Miguel Valva who was able to fight alone

with any half dozen of Indians^ wifliing him to bring with

him what weapons he could get for my defence. I kept him

with me a fortnight i and the next Sabbath I gave warning

in the Church, that whofoever came in the night to my
Houfe to affright me, or to do me any other mifchiefihould

look to himCeif, for that I had weapons, both offenfive and

defenfive. Though for a while 1 heard no more of them*

yet they defified not altogether from their evil and mali-

cious intents h for knowing that Miguel Valva did not lie

in the chamber with me, a fortnight after ( I being till

about midnight with my Candle ftudying) they came
up the flairs fo foftly that I heard them not i but the

lUad^mw being awake it fecms perceived that they were

coming
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coming up, and foftly arofe up from a long Table where he

lay opon a Mat, and took in his hands a couple of brick-

bats of many which lay under the table for a w*>rk which 1

had in hand, and as he opened the door made a little

noife which was to them an item to flie down the

flairs, and to^un ( as they thought ) for their lives. The
Blackjmn did alio run after them, and finding they had

got too much advantage of him, and not knowing which

way they might take, Cent after them with a fury his two
brick bats, wherewith hefuppofed he did hit one of them*

for the next day walking about the Town he met with

cue of the Fuerites having a Cap on his head, and he in-

quired of fome Indians what he ailed, and he underfiood

by them that his Head was broke, but how they knew not.

They perceiving that I was thus guarded by Miguel Dalva,

defined from that time from coming any more in the night

unto my houfe, but yet defitíed not from their fpight and

malice and from afiting mifchief sgainft me. For a month
after, when I thought that all had been forgotten, and they

feemed outwardly to be kind and courteous, there came a

hieflenger to me from the oldefl of them, named Pablo

dz Fuentes, to tell me that he was very fick, and like to

die, and defired me to go to comfort and inftru<S him irí

the truth, for that he truly defired to be converted. I

conceived very great joy at this news, and doubted not of

the truth and ceitainty of it, and prayed to God to dire&

tne in the converfion of that foul i and fo with hafte and

good zeal, 1 went unto his houfe, where foon my jt>y and

comfort was turned into bitternefs» for when 1 came to

the door of his houfe, and was with one ftep entred, I

found all che brothers of Pablo Fumes, and iome others

who were fuipeded to be Idolaters, fitting round the

ffoom i and miffing Pablo, I withdrew my Foot a little*

and asked them where he was, miitrufting fqmewhat to

fee them there all gathered together h but when I per-

ceived that they fiood not up, nor .anfwered me a word¿

nor fo much as took off their hats to me, then I began to'

fear indesd 3
md to fufpe$ fome treachery * and fo í turned

.* bacfc
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tack refolving to go home again. But no fooner was I
urned, but behold Pablo Fuentes ( who by his mefíage had
signed both ficknefs and conveifion ) came from behind
lis houfe with a Cudgel in his hand, lifting it up to ihrike
tie. Had I not catched hold of his flick with both m»
ands, and prevented the intended blow, certainly he had
truck me down. But whilft he and I were ftrivine for
he hick who fhould be mafter of it, the reft of the Indiam
vho were fitting in the houfe, came out into the yard
which being a Publick place was more comfort to me than
F they had compaffed me about within the houfe ) and
efet me round, fome pulling me one way, fome another
earing my cloaths in two or three places, another to make
le let go my hand from the flick with a knife run me into
íe hand ("which to this day a fmall fear doth witnefsY
nd certainly had we not been in a publick yard that
arty had alfo have run his knife into my fides- another
:eing I would not let go the flick, took hold óf it witb
'abk and both together thruft it againft my mouth and
'ith fuch ftrengtbtbat they broke fome of my teeth,' and
lied my mouth with gore blood, with which blow I fell
utfoon recovered my felf and arofe,they laughing at me'
ut not daring to do me any more harm for fear they
íould be feen, as Qod would have feen what already they
ad done i for a Mulatta ilave to a Spaniard in the Valley
l that very time when I was down and rifing pafTed by
tid hearing me cry out for help to the neighbours fwho
ved fómewhat far oft" that might help and fuccour me
>r all the houfes thereabouts were of the brothers the
uentes)l came into the yard, and feeing me all in blood
íought I had been mortally wounded, and calling them
íurtherers, ran along the ftreet crying, Murther, murther
1 Pabla Fmntes his yard, till ihe came to the Market-
lace and Town-houfe, where (he found the Maiors and
urats fitting and a couple of Spaniards, who when they
:ard ot my danger, with drawn fwords came prefentlv
inning with all the officers ofJuiiice to the yard of Pablo
nemes to aid and affift me* but in the mean while the I-

dolaters
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dolatcrs perceiving the outcry of the Mulatta, began to fall

away and to hide themfelves '> Pablo Fuentes going to Quit

up his houfe alfo to abfent himfelf, I held him hard to it,

firiving with him that he might not efcape away till íome

help came unto me. The Spaniards when they came and

faw me all in blood, made furioufiy to Pablo Fuentes ivith

their naked Swords, whom 1 flopped defiring them not to

hurt him, left what harm they did unto him (bould be

imputed unto me. I wifhcd the Juftice not to fear him

though he were a rich Indian, and as they would anfwwr

before the Prefident of Guatemala to lay hold of him, and

to carry him to Prifon, which they prefently performed*

I made the Spaniards and the Mulatta to witnefs under

writing by way of information what they had feen, what

bloud about my clothes, what wound in my hand, what

blow in my mouth they had found, and ienc with fpeed to

the Vtcüdmt oí Guatemala this their information. The

bufinefs was foon noifed about the valley, whereupon molt

of the Spaniards came to offer their help and aid unto me,

MiguelValva alfo chancing io be near at a Spaniards houfe

in the fame valley came with the reft, who would have

done that night íóme mifchiefamong the Indiansii 1 had

not prevented them. I defired them to depart and go

home to their houfes, telling them I feared nothing, and

that Miguel Dalva his company would be guard enough

unto me. But they would by no means yield unto this,

faying that night might prove more dangerous unto me

than I imagined, and that I needed a ftronger guard than

of one man alone i for they conceived that the Idolaters

knowing what already they had done and fearing what

grievous punifhment might be inflicäed upon them from

the Prefident of Guatemala, ieeing themfelves loft and

undone men, might defperatly that night refcue their

brother out of Prifon, and attempt fome mifchiefagainft

me, and to flie away. Which I could not be brought to

fear, or to believe any fuch thing of their cowardly fpirits*

nor that they (hould flie away, for that they had houfes and

land therein and about the Town, yet I was willing for

00S
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;>ne night to yield to have a ftronger Guard of Spaniards

than at other times I had had with Blackamoor Miguel

Dalva alone. After Supper they kept watch about my houfe

till fuch time as they perceived all was flill, and the Indians

1 bed, and then they fet a watch about the Prifon that

Pabk Fuentes might not be taken out ; and after this

j
pretending that they were in danger as well as I, being

*ut about a dozen, if the Town (hould all rife and mutiny

>y the fuggeftion of the Idolaters, who moft of them were

ich and powerful with the reft which yet I feared not >
hey would needs go and raife up the two Alcaldes or

tfaiors alone, with two more petty officers to make fearch

tbout the Town for the reft of the Fuentes and othejr

mown Idolaters j that being found they might fecure theni

n the Prifon to appear at Guatemala, and prevented from

loing any mifchief either that night, or at any other time.

iVith this ftir which they made, and their care of me,

:hey fuffered me not to rake any reft that night *, but went

md called up the Alcaldes and 4wo Officers and brought

:hem to my houfe, defiringme to fignifie unto them, how
it and neceffary it was to fearch for the reft of the Indians*

rhe poor Alcaldes trembled to fee fo many Spaniards at

hat time in my houfe with naked Swords, and durft not

>ut do what they thought beft to be done, and fo from my
íoufe about midnight they walked about the Town,
earching fuch houfes as they moft fuipe&ed might con-

eal any of the Fuentes, or of the reft that been that

lay in the rebellion and mutiny sgainft me; They couJ4

ind none at home, till at laft coming to the Houfe of one

lorenzo Fuentes, one of the Brothers, they found all that

lad been in the confpiracy againft me, gathered together

Irinking and quaffing. The houfe being befet there was

10 flying nor efcaping, and feeing the Spaniards naked

¡words, they durft not rebel, who doubtlefs ( as we were

fterwards informed ) would have made a great ftir in

he Town that night, and were met together to refcue

'ablo their brother, and to do me fome miichief

md fiie, not knowing that I was fo ftrongly man-
P d sed
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ned and Guarded by the Spaniards. There were ten c

them, and were prefently without any noife in the Towi
carried to the Prifon, and there (hut up, and Guarded b
the Spaniards.

In the morning the Prefident of Guatemala ( who thei

was Von Juan de Guzman i a Religious Govemour) taking

into his confideration what the day before I had writ unt<

him, and judging my danger to be great, fent a Spanifl,

¿Uguazile, or Officer of Juftice with a very large Com
million to bring prifoners in the City all thofe Indiam
who the day before had been in rebellion againft me, anc

in cafe they could not be found, then to the feize upon wha
Goods foever of theirs could be found in Mixco. But witl

the diligence of the Spaniards the night before they wen
all in a readinefs for him, and paying the Alguazile firf

his charges ( which he demanded as he lifted ) and bearing

the charges of Miguel Valva, and two or three mor<
Spaniards, who were commanded in the Kings name t(

be aiding and affifting the Officer for the fafer carrying

them to Guatemala, they were horfofand had away tha

day to the Prefident, who commited them clofe Prifoners

and afterwards commanded them tobe whipped about th<

Street?, baniihed two of them from Mixco to the Golfo
St. Thomas de Ca(lilia

%
and would have baniihed them all

had they not humbled themfelves, and defired me to in-

tercede for them, promifing to amend their lives, and tc

make me great fatisfa&ion, if they might return again tc

their Town, and that if ever more they did ftir againft me
they would yield to be hanged and to lofe all their Goods.
With this the Prefident (fining them yet to pay twenty
Crowns a piece to the Church to be imployed in what I

ihould think ñuta) fent them back ', who as they had
promifedj came unto me, and humbled themfelves before

me with much weeping, wiih many expreffions, íhewing
their forrow from their hearts for what they had done,
cafting all upon the Devil, whom they confefled had been

great with them in tempting them, whom alfo now they

did abjure and renounce, promifling to live as good

Ghriftians,
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Chriftians, and never more to Worfhip any Gcd but one:

I was very much taken with their deep íorrow exprtfled

tvith many tears, and endeavoured tó inffruér. them in the

true knowledge of Chrift, whom now I found they were
very willing to imbrace* Hived not very long after in that

rown i but for the time I did continue in it, 1 found a

>reat change and alteration in their lives, which truly ,

nade me apt tó judge that their repentance was unfained.

\ni thefe former particulars of a few Indians of thofe two
lbWas, I have not here inferted to bring an afperf/on

jpon all that nation, ( which I do very much affidi, and
vould willingly fpend the beft drops of bloud in my veins

o do them good and to fave their fouls) but to caufe rather

)ity and commiferation towards them, who after fo

nany years preaching have been made as yet but formal

tnd outward Chriftians, and by the many Saints of Wood,
vhich they have been taught to worfhip by the friefts,

lave rather been inclined to the fuperftirion and idolatry

>f their Forefathers, and to truft to living Creatures, and
lowto inanimate flocks and flones, which they dayly Le
¡erformed publickly in their Churches. Cartainly they are

f a good and flexible nature, and ( were thofe Idols of

>aints Statues removed from their eyes) might be brought:

afily to worihip one only God, and whereas they fo

willingly lavifh out their fmall means and what they

tbour for, in offerings to their Priefts and to their Saints,

nd in maintaining lazy finging Lubbards, they without

oubt would be free enough to true Miniflers of Gods
Vord, who fhould venture their lives to beat dawn thofe

life Gods, and fet up Jcfus Chriil, and him that fent him
ito the World to fave fuchas truly believe in him.

The year that this Air happened in Mixco, I received

rein Rome from the General of the Dominicans Order,

Jcence to come home to England > at which I rejoyced

luch, for now 1 was even weary with living amongft the

ndians^ and grieved to fee the little fruit 1 reaped amongft

hem, and that for fear of the Inquifition I durft not preach

new Gofpel unto them
3
which might make them true,

D d 2 rea]
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real, and inward Chriftianss and laftly, iorihat I perceived

that Antonio Mendtz de Satomayor) who was Lord of the

Town of Mixco ) didftomach me for having caufed two of

his Town to be baniihed, and publickly affronted the

Fuentes for their Idolatry, which he thought was a great

afperfionlaid upon his Indians.

All which well confidered Ijwrit unto the Provincial

(who was then in CbijtpaJ of my defire to return home

to mine own Country, for the which I had a Licence km
unto me from Rome, But he having heard of what good

I had done in the Town of Mixco in reducing fome Idola-

ters, burning their Idol, and venturing my Life info good

a caufe i and alfo for the perfeét knowledge which now I

had of the Poconcbi tongue, would by no means yield that

I íhould go > but with fair and flattering words incouraged

me to ftay, where he doubted not, but I did, and I might

yet do God much more good Service : and that he might

the better work upon me, he fent me a Patent of Vicar of

the Town and Cloifter of Amatitlan, where at the prefent

there was a new Cloifter a building to feparate all that

valley from the Cloifter of Guatemala. He deftred me to

accept of that final! preferment, not doubting but that I

fptaking Co well the Indian language might prevail much in

that place, and better than another, to further the building

of that new Cloifter» which work would be a good ftep

for him to advance me afterwards to fome better prefer-

ment. Although I regarded neither that prefent Superio-

rity, nor any better Honour which might afterwardsSnfue

unto me, I thought the time which God had appointed for

my returning to England was not yet come ; for that if

the Provincial, and with^fiim the Prefident of Guatemala

( forfo much! eanjeétured out of the Provincials letter)

fliould both oppofe and hinder my departure from that

Country, it would be very hard for me to take my Journey

any way, and not be difcovered and brought back. Where-

upon I refolv'd to fiay the Provincials coming to Guate-

mala, and there to confer with him face to face, and to (hew

him fome reafons that moved mc to leave that Country,

and
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and to feek again mine own wherein I was born. So f°*

the prefent I accepted of the Town of AmatitlanjNhcxe I had

more occafions of getting Mony than in the other two,

where I had lived five full years > for albeit that Town
alone was bigger than both Mixco and Vinola together,

and the Church fuller of Saints piftures and Statues, and

very many Fraternities and Sodalities belonged unto it i

befides this from without the Town I had great con^ings in

from the Ingenio of Sugar, which as I related before flood

clofe unto that Town, from whence I had dayly offerings

from the Black-moers and Spaniards that lived in it, and

befides this I had under my charge another lefler Town
called St. Cbriíloval de Atnatitlan, {landing two leagues

from great Amatitlan. This Town of St. Cbriftoval, or

St. Cbrifiopber, is called properly in that Language, ?alinha%

ha> fignifying Water, and ?ali, to ftand upright, and is

compounded of two words, which exprefs Water {landing

upright j for the Town ftandeth on the backfide of the

Vulcan of Water, which looketh over Guatemala^ and on

this fide fendeth forth many Fountains, but cfpecially

Spouteth forth from a high rock a Stream ofWater, which

as it falleth from high with a great noifeand down-fill, the

rock (landing upright over the bottom where it falleth,

and caufeth a moitPleafant Stream by the Towns fide, it

hath moved the Indians to call their Town, Talinba, from

the high and upright (landing rock, from whence the Water

falleth. In this Town there are many rich Indians^ who

trade in the coail of the South Sea ; the Town is an har-

bour (hadowed with many Fruitful Trees > but the chief

Fruit here is the Pinna, whichgroweth in every Indians yard

and with the nearnefs of the Ingenio of Sugar, are by the

Spaniards thereabouts much made up in Preferves, fome

whole, fome in flices, which is the daintieft and moil

lufcious Preferve that I ever did eat in that Country. The
Indians of this Town get much by boards ofCedar, which

they cut out of many Cedar-Trees, which grow on that fide

ofthe Vulcan, which they fell to Guarníala and all about

fhe Country for new buildings.

D d 3 Between
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Between great Amatitlan and this Town the way is

plain, and lieth under a Vulcan of fire, which formerly was
Wont to fmoak as much as that of Guatemala* but having
formerly buril out at the top, and there opened a great
mouth, and caft down to the bottom mighty ftones (which
to this day are to be feen) it hath not fince been any ways
iroublefome unto the Country, In this way there was in

my time new a Trapiche of Sugar erefting up by one John
Baptijla of Guatemala^ which was thought would prove
very ufeful, and profitable unto the forefaid City. I had
yet for the time that I lived in Amatitlan another very
little Village at my charge, called tampkbi at the bottom
of a high mountain on the other fide of the Lake over
againft it •, which was but a Chappel of cafe unto great

Amathlan^ unto which I went not above once in a quarter
of a year, and that for paftme and recreation, for this

Village is well in that Language a compound alfo of Pam
y

In, and Pkhi flowers, for that it iiandeth compafled about
with flowers which make it very pieafant, and the boats
or Gatio's which do conftantiy fiand ne.*r the doors of
the hoafes, invite to much pkafure of fiffaing and rowing
about the Lake.

And thus whilft Hived in Amathlan ¡had the choice of
three places wherein to recreate my (elf, and becaufe the

charge di many fouls lay in my hands, I had one confiamly

to help me. The Town of Amathlan was as the Court in

refpeét of the reft, where nothing was wanting that might
recreate the mind and fatisfie the Body with variety and
change of fubitance, both for Fifh and Fk'íh. Yet the great

care that did lie upon me in the work and building of the

Cloifter, made me very foon weary of living in that great

and pieafant Town > for fometimesl had thirty, (ometjmes
twenty, fometimes fewer, and fometimes forty work men
to look unto, and to pay wages to on Saturday nights,

which I found wearied much my brain, and' hindred my
ftudies, and was befides a work which I dilighted nat in,

nor had any hopes ever to enjoy it. And therefore after

the firit year that I had been there I betook my felf . to

the
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he Provincial, who was in Guatemala^ and again eameftly

>efought him to perufe the Licence which I had from

Home to go to England mine own Country for to preach

here ( for that was the chief ground of letting me go

home, as the General largely exprefled) where 1 doubced

aotbut I might do God great iervice, and in Genfcience

[ told him I thought I was bound to employ what parts

God had beftowed upon me, rather upon my own
Countrymen, than upon Indians and ftrangei s. The Pro-

vincial replyed unto me that my Contrymen were He-
reticks, and when I came amongft them they would hang

me up, I told them, 1 hoped better things of them, and
:hat I would not behave my fclf amongft them fo as to de-
serve hanging/ not daring to tell him what was in my
leart concerning points of Religion. After a long difcourfe

found the Provincial inexorable, and halfangry, felling

ne that he and that whole province had caft their eyes

apon me, and, honoured me, and were ready and willing

:o promote me further, and that I would fhew my fdf

mry ungrateful unto them, if I íhould forfake them for

uy own nation and people, whom I had not known fiom

ny young and tender age. I perceived there was no more
o be faid, and all would be in vain, and fo refolv'd to

ake my beft opportunity, and with my Licence trom Rome
o come away unknown unto him. But for the prefent I

lumbly befeeched him to remove me from Am&titUn^ for

hat I found my fclf unable to undergo that great charge,

ind too weak for that ftrong work>that war then building.

IVith much ado he would be brought to this, alledging

what an Honour it was to be a Founder and builder of a

new Cloifter, in whofe walls my very name would be en-

graved to pofterity, all which I told him I regarded not,

aut efieemed more ofmy health and a quiet mind, than of

[uch preferments and vanities. Upon which at laft he con-

lefcended to my requeft, and gave me order go to Peta-

><z,and that the Vicar of Petapa íhould go to finiih the

work of Amatitlan. in Petaba I lived above a twelve

raonthj with great eafe, pleafure and content fos all things

Dd 4 wordly
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wordly and outward i but within I had ftill a worm of
Conference, gnawing this gourd that ihadowed and de-

lighted me with wordly contentment. Here I grew more
and more troubled concerning fome points of Religion,

dayly wiihing with David, that I had the wings of i

Dove, that I might flie from that place of dayly Idolatry

into England,, and be at reft. I refolvM therefore to put

on a good courage, and relie wholly upon my God,
knowing that the Journey was hard and dangerous, and

might bring ihame and trouble unto me, if I fihould be

taken in the way flying and brought back to Guatemala »

here I weighed the afHi&ion and reproach which might

enfueuntome, after fo much Honour, pleafure, and wealth

which I had enjoyed for about twelve years in that Coun-
try j but in another balance of better confideration, I

weighed the trouble of a wounded Confcience, and the

ipiritual joy and comfort that I might enjoy at home with

the people of God, and fo refolutely concluded upon that

place of Heb. 1 1. 15.26- 27. with Mofes> to choofe rather

to fuffer affli&ion with the people of God ( who as Paul

well obferveth, 1 7hejf. 3. %. are appointed thereunto > and
again Phil. 1. 29. unto whom it is given in the behalf of

Chrift, not only to believe in him, buc alfo to fuffer for his

fake ) than to enjoy the pleafures offin for a feafon > eftee-

tning the reproach of Chijft greater riches than the treafures

in Egypt. So for faith and\ fafe confcience I now purpofed

likewiie with Mofes to forfake Egypt
D
not fearing the wrath

of the Prefident the Kings owb Deputy , nor of the Provin-

cial and my beft friends , but to indure all this ( if I (hould

betaken ) as feeing him who is invifible. I thought this

was a bufinefs not to be conferred with fleih and bloud,

left the beft friend knowing of it (hould betray me s yet on

the other (ide
3 I thought it hard to flie alone without fome

Friends for the firft twQ or three days Journey > and befides

having many things to fell away to make Mony of, I

thought 1 were better to imploy fome trufty friend, than to

do all alone. \ thoughtof none fitter than Miguel Dalva,

^yhom by long experience I knew to betrue and tiufty, and
" '

' '
'

' "

'

4
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1

it afmall money matter would content him-, whom I

rtfor to Finóla, and charging him withfecrecy, I told

u I had a Journey for my confidence fake to make to

me C I would not tell hun that 1 intented England, left

e good old Black-moor ihould grieve, thinking nevermore

fee me, and for the love he bare me, andintereft he had

any times from me, he ihould by difcovering my intent,

ek to flop me ) which I would have none to know of but

mfelf, not doubting but return again, as he knew many

id taken the like Journey, and returned within two years.

The Blackamoor offered himfelfto go with me, which I re-

ifed, telling him that the feas would be too hard for his old

je to endure, and that as a Blackamoor in forain Countries

c might be flopped and apprehended for a fugitive s which

iafon he liked well, and offered himfelfto go with me as

ir as the fea fide ; for which 1 thanked him and employed

) fell me away fome Mules, Wheat and Maiz which I had,

nd what elfe might pafs through his hands. As for many

ich pi&ures which hung in my Chamber, I thought the

[own of Fetapa would buy them for their Church, and

propounded it unto the Governour, who willingly accepted

if them. Moft of my books, chefts, cabinets, quilts, and

nany good pieces of houihold-ftuff by the pains and in-

luftry of Miguel ( whom I kept with me for the fpace of

wo Months before I came away ) I fold to Guatemala, re»

trving only two Petaca's or leathern chefts, with fome

jooks and a quilt for my Journey. When I had fold all that

[ intended, X found I had in Spanifh money near 9000

pieces of Eight, which I had got in twelve years that 1 lived

in that Countrey. So much Mony I thought would be toq

cumberfomefor a long Journey, whereupon I turned above

four thoufand of them into pearls and fome precious fiones,

which might make my carriage the lighter i the reft I laid

up in bags, fome I fowed into my quilt, intending in the

way to turn them into Spanijb Pifiols. Thus the chief pro-

vifion being made of Mony, I took care for Chocolatte and

fome Conferves, for the way, which were foon provided.

Now becaufe I considered that my flight the firft week muft

be
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be with fpeed, and that my chefts could not poft day and
night as my felf intended to do i I thought offending my
carriage four days at leaft before me; and not daring to
truft any Indian of fetapa, I fent to Mixce for one fpecial
fydim-friend whom I had there, who knew the way that
I was to travel very well h to whom I opened my mind,
and offered him what money I knew would content him|
and at midnight fertt him away with two Mules, one for
himfelf, and another for my chefts, wiihing him to keep
on travelling towards St. Miguel, or Nicaragua till I
gave him the advanfage of four days and nights, and then
reiolutely with my good Blackamoor in my company^leaving
the key of my chamber in my door, and nothing but old
papers within, when all the Indians were fail afleep, I bad <

adieu unto Petapa, and to the whole Vally, and to all my
friends throughout America*

CHA P. XXL

Shewing my journey from the TownofPetapa, into

England, and Jome chief faffages in the way.

1He chief thing which troubled me in my refolv'd

JL purpofe to come home, was the choice of the fafeft

way h which made me utterly forfake the Gulf ( though
the e.afieft way of all, and that Sea nearefi to the place
where I lived )for that Í knew I ihould meet there with
many of my acquaintance, and the fetting out of the (hips

was fo uncertain, that before they departed, order
might come from Guatemala to flop me i if I ihould go by
land through Comayagua or íruxillo, and there wait for

the (hips, likewife I feared left the Governour of that place

byfomeitem from the Prefident of Guatemala might exa-
mine me, and fend me back, and that the Maftersofthe
fhips might have charge given them not to receive me

into
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ito their (hips. If I fhould go back to Mexico and Vera

'uz, then I called to mind, how I was troubled in that

ng Journey, when I came firft to Cbiapa in company of

ends, and that now alone I ihould certainly be much

it to it, for I would carry Miguel Valva fofar by land with

e. Wherefore reje&irig thefe three ways.I chofe the fourth,

hich was by Nicaragua and the Lake of Granada h and

terefore I deferred my Journey till the week after Cbrifl-

m3
knowing that the time of theFiigats fetting out from

lat lake to the Havana was commonly after the middle of

anuaryy
or at Candlemas at the furtheft, whither I ho-

:d to reach in very good time. Now that I might by no

teans be fufpe&ed to have taken this way y before I went

left by the hand of Miguel Valva a letter to a friend

f his to be delivered to the Provincial in Guatemala, four

ays after my departure, wherein i kindly took my leave

f him defiring him not to blame me nor to feek after me i

nd whereas I had a fufficient Licence from E-ome, and

3uld not get his, that I thought I might with a fafe

>nfcience go where I was born, leaving Linguiits enough

Supply my place amongft the Indians. And becaufehe

lould not make enquiry after me by Nicaragua, I dated

nd fubferibed my letter to him from the Town- of St.

tntonio Sucbutepeques, which was the way to Mexico and
uite contrary to Nicaragua.

The next day after Twelfth day, being the feventh of
lanuary¡ 1637. at midnight I fet out of Petapa upon a

ifty Mule (which afterwards in the way I fold for fourfcore

ieces of Eight ) with Miguel Valva alone > and the firft

art of the way being very hiily we could not go fo fail as

ur hearts would have pofted \ for it was break ofday

efore we could get to the top of the Mountain, which is

ailed Serró Redondo^ or the round hill i which is much men-
ionedin that Country, for the good pafture there which

*rvethfor the Cattel and Sheep, when the valleys below

re burnt and no grafing left for Beads. This hillisalfoa

reat refuge to Travellers, for there they find good enter-

unment in a Venta> where wine and Provifion is fold, and

is
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is a great Lodge, for to lay up dry what carriages the
bring; there is befidesoneofthe beft Eftancia s or Farms c

Cattqlin the Gountrey, where of Goats and Ewes milk i

made the beft cheefe thereabouts. This round hill or moui
tain is five leagues from Petapa, where Í feared I migb
meet with fome people ofPetapa, and therefore the da
now dawning I made haft by it, leaving in the lodge aflee

many Indians, who attended on two Spauijb Requa's (

Mules, which that day were to go to Pttapa s four league

further from this Seno Redondo is a Town of Indians calle

Los Efchvosy or the Slaves, not that now they aré mor
flaves than the reft of the Indians, but becaufein the ol«

time of Montezuma the Emperoui, and the Indian King
that were under him, the people of this Town were mor
flaves than any other, for from Amatitlan ( which is fo cal

led from Amat, which in the Mexican tongue fignifict

Letter, and ltlan which fignifieth Town, for that it wa
the Town of Letters as fome fay, for a rind of a tre<

whereon they were wont formerly to write and exprel
their minds, or becaufe it was the place whither from al

parts letters werefent to be carried about the Countrey, am
to Peru) thefe Indians of the Town of EJclavos or flaves

were commanded as flaves to go all about the Gountre;

with letters x)r whatfoever elfe they ihould be charge<

with*, and they were bound conftantly to fend every weel

fo mqiny of their Town (as were appointed) unto Amatitlan

there to wait and attend the pleafure of that Town for thi

conveying of letters, or any carriages to other parts.

This Town of los Efclavos ftandech in a bottom by a ri

ver, over the whteh the Spaniards have built a very ftrong

flone Bridge to go in and out of the Town, for otherwifi

with Mules there is no paffing by reafon ofthe violent anc

rapid Stream ofthe Water, and many rocks in the River

from which the Water falleth down with great force.

From this Town ^ where we only ftay'd to drink a cup ol

Chocolatte and to bait our Mules ) we went on that day tc

Aguachapa, bei^g ten leagues further, and not far from

?he South Sea and the Port called Vt la Trinidad i whithei

we



¡hap. XXI. o/ the Weft-Indies; 41

5

e came towards evening, having that day and part ofthe

ght travelled about threefcore Englijh miles up hills and

3on ftony wayes from the Efclavos unto this Town i

hichis much mentioned in that Country for two things,

he one is for the earthen ware which is made there (as fome

link) exceeding that of Mtxco. The other is for a place

tfthin a Mile and a halffrom the Town, which the Spa-

\ards do credibly report and believe to be a moutrvo£hell.

or out of it there is conftantly afcending a thick black

noak fmelling ofBrimftone,with fome flaihesnowand then

f fire j the earth from whence this fmoak arifeth is not high,

ut low. None ever duril draw nigh to find out the truth and
round of hi for thofe that have attempted to do it, have

een flricken down to the ground and like to lofe their lives,

k friend of mine a Fryer ( whom I thought verily I might

elieve) upon his oath affirmed unto me, that travelling

hat way with a Provincial he refolv'd to go unto the place,

nd fatisfie himfelf of the ground and caufe of the itrange

alk which was every where about the Country coneer-

ling that fmoak. He went within a quarter of a mile of it,

md prefently, hefaid, he heard a hideous noife, which to-

;ethef with the ftench ot the fiery fmoak and brimftone,

truck him intofuch a fear that he was like to fall to the

>round, and retiring himfelfwith all fpeed was taken with

i burning feavcr, which was like to coft him his life.

Dthers report that drawing near unto it, they have heard

»reat cries as it were of men and women in torment, noife

rf iron, ofchains, and the like, which (how fimply I leave

it to my Judicious Reader ) maketh them believe that it/ is

a mouth of hell. Of my knowledge I will fay no more, but

that I faw the fmoak, and asked the Indians what was the

caufe of it j and if ever they had been near unto it ? And
they anfwered me, that they could not imagine what might

be the caufe of it, neither durft they draw nigh unco it; and
that they had feen Travellers, attempting to go near it,

and that they were all ftriken either to the ground, or

with fome fuddain amazement, or a fever. I told them
that I would walk thither my felf > and they defired

me
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me that I would nor, if I loved my Life. It was not yet foi

all this report the fear of being fo near the Spaniards hell

(as they call it ) that made me haik with fpeed out oi
that Town, but fear of fome meffengcrs that might come
after me to flop my Journey. For at midnight I departed
from thence, and went to break my fait to a great Town
called Chalcuapan, where the Indians made very much o{

me, being Pocomanes, who fpake the Foconcbi or Pocoman
tongue which I had learned. They would willingly have
had me to ftay with ihcm and preach umo them the next
Sabbath, which I would have done, had not a better defign
called upon me to make hafte.

Here 1 was troubled, how j fliould get through St.

Salvador, which was a City oí Spaniards, and wherein
there was a Cloiftcr of Dominicans, whom I feared moft of
all, becaufel was known by fome of them. My refolution

was therefore when I came near unto the City , to turn

out ofmy way to a Spaniards Farm, as if I had loft my
way, and there todelay the time till evening in dm king
Chocolatte, difcouriing, and baiting my mules well, that

fo I might travel all that night, and be out of the reach of
that City and Fryers ( who lived in Indian Towns about it)

the next morning, early. This City of S. Salvador is poor,

not much bigger then Cbiapa, and is governed by a Spmifly
Covernour. It ftandeth forty leagues at leaft from Guatemala,
and towards the North-Sea fide, is compaflld with very

high mountains, which are called Chuntales, where the In-

dians are very poor. In the bottom where the City ftan-

deth there are feme Trapiches of Sugar, fome Indigo made,
but the chief Farms are Eftancia's of Cattel. Toward Eve-
ning I departed from that Farm, where I had well refreihed

my felfand my Mule, and about eight of the cloak I rid

through the City not being known by anv body. My purpofe

was to be next morning at a great River, called Rio de

hempa, fome ten leagues from St. Salvador within two lea-

gues of it there lived in an Indian Town a Fryer belonging

to the Cloifler of St* Salvador who knew me very we!L But

fuch hafte I made, that before break of the day I pafTed

rhrougto
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hrough that Town, and before feven of the dock I was at

he River, where I found my Indian ot Mixco ready to

>afs over with my carriage, who that morning by three

»f the cloak had fet out of that Town two leagues off

was nota little glad to have overtaken my Cherts,

therein was moft of my treafure. There I fatdown a while

>y the River whilft my mules grazed, and my Indian firuck

ire and made me Chocolatte. This River of Lempa is

leld the broadeft, and biggeft in all the Junfdi&ion belong-

ng unto Guatemala s there are conflantly two ferry Boats to

>afs over the Travellers, and their Rtqua's of Mules. This
liver is privileged in this manner, that it a man commit
ny hainous crime or murther on this fide of Guatemala^

nd San Salvador^ or on the other lide of St. Miguel^ or

^iicaragua^ if he can flic to get over this\River, he is free

slong as he Hveth on the other fide, and no Juilice en
hat fide whither he is efcaped can queftion or trouble him
:>r the murther committed. So likewife for Dtbts he
annot be arretted. Though I thanked God I neither fled

i>r the one, or for the other, fet it was my comfort that

was now going over to a priviledged Country, where I

loped I (hould be free and fure, and that if any one did

ome after me, he would go no further than to the River

íLempa. My Blackmoor did much laugh at this my con-
eipt, and warranted me that all would do well. We ferried

ifely over the River s and from thence Went in company
rith my Indians two leagues off, where we made the

eft dinner that we had done from the Town of Petapa, .

nd willingly gave r/ft to all our mules till four of the clock

1 the afternoon * at which time we fet forth to another
mall Town little ajbove two leagues off, through a plain,

mdy and Cham^ain Country. The next day we had
ut ten leagues to travel to a Town called St. Miguel^
yhich belongeth unto Spaniards and though it be not a
iity, yet it is as big almoft as San Salvador^ and hath a

\panijh Governour j in it there is one Cloifter of Nuns, and
nother of Mercenarian Fryers, who welcomed me unto
heir Cloifter j for here I began to (hew my face, and to

think
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think of felling away the Mule I rid on, being refolv'd

From hence to go by water or an Arm of the Sea, toa

Town in Nicaragua called La Vieja. I would here havt

difmiffed my Indian, but he was loth to leave me until ]

got to Granada, where he defired to fee me flapped. 1

tefufed not his kind Offer, becaufe I knew he was

trufty and had brought my Chens well thither, and

knew well the way to Granada. So 1 fent him by land

to Realejo, orto La Vieja, which ftand very near together,

and thirty leagues by land from St. Miguel, and my feU

ftay'd that day and till the next day at noon in that Town,

where Hold the Mule I rid on, becaufe I knew that from

Realew to Granada I could have of the Indians a Mule foi

nothing for a days Journey. My Blac^moon Mule I fent alfa

by land with the Indian, and the next day went to the

Gulf, being three or four miles from St. Miguel, wheri

thatafternoon I took Boat with many other paffengers, and

the next morning by eight in the morning was at La Vieja,

which Journey by land would have taken me up near three

days The next day my Indian came at night,and we wtnl

to Realejo, (as I have obfervcd before) a Haven very weak

and unfortified on the South Sea i where if I would have

ftay'd one fortnight I might have taken (hipping for Pana-

«w,togofrom thence to Portobello, and there flay for the

Galeons from Spain. But I confidtred that the Galeons

would not be there till June or July, and that fo I fhould

be at great charges in flaying fo long. But afterwards I

wiihed I had accepted of that occafion, for 1 was at laft

forced to go to Panama, and Portobello. From hence to

Granada 1 obferved nothing, but the plainnefs and plea-

fantnefs of the way, which with the Fruits and fertility of

all things may well make Nicaragua the Paradife of Ame-

rica Between Realejo and Granada ftandeth the City of

Leon, near unto a Vulcan of fire, which formerly burft out

at the top, and did much hurt unto all the Countrey about»

but fince that it hath ceafed, and now letteth the Inhabitant

live without fear. Sometime it Smoaks a little, which

Iheweth that as yet there is within fomc fulphurous fub-

ftance.
Here
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Here it was that a Mercenarian Fryer thought to have

ifcovered foroe great Treafure,which might inrich himfelf

nd all that Country, being fully perfuaded that the Metal

lat burnt within that Vulcan Was Gold *, whereupon he

tufed a great Kettle to b: made, and hung at an iron chain

) let it down from the top, thinking therewith to take up

¡old enough to make him Biihop and to inrich his poor

Jndred. But fuch was the Power and Strength ofthe fire

'ithin that no fooner had he let down the Kettle, when

fell from the Chain and from his Hands, being melted a-

This City of Leon is very curiouííy built, for the chief

'elight of the inhabitants confifts in their Houfes* and in

le Pleafure of the Country adjoyning, and in the Abun-

ince of all things for the Life of Man, more than in ex-

aordinary Riche^which there are ndt fo much enjoyed*

i
in other parts of America. They are content with

ne Gardens, with variety oftinging Birds, and Parréis,with

lenty of Fiih and Flefh, which is cheap, and with gay

oufes, and folcad a delicious, lafle and idle Life j nota-

>iring much to Trade and Traffique, tho they have near

iem the Lake , which commonly every year fends forth"

me Frigats to the Havana by the North Sea, and Realeje

1 the South fea, which mighc be very commodious for

>y dealing and rich trading in Pera, or to Mixco, if

ieir Spirits would carry them fo far ; The Gentlemen

this City are almoft as vain and pbantaflical as are thofe
' Chispa : efpeciaUy from the Pleafure of this City,

all that Province of Nicaragua , called by the Sf-anfc

dsy Mahomet§ Paradife.
n

Hence the way is plain and

vel to Granada, whither I got fafely and joyfully*;

)ping that now I had no more )ournie$ to make by

md, till I íhoüld land at Dover in England^ and from

leríce poft üp to hondón, Two days after I had ar~

^'d at this place and refted my felf, and enjoyed the

eafant piofped of the Lake, I began to think of

fmiffing my Indian and Blackmoox. But true an¿

khfu! Miffed Ddlva would by fió' means1

leave rme,
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till he faw me ihipt v and that I had no more need o*

him by Land» Likewife the Indian would willingly have

ftay'd, but by no means I would permit him, for that I

confider'd he had a Wife and Children at home: He

was as willing to return a foot, as to ride, becaufe he

would have tne fell my Mules, and make what Money I

cbald ofthem i but I feeing the good nature of the Indian
f

would recompence his Love with as much Money as might

be morebeneticial to him, than a tired Mule > which might

have dyed in the way, and left him on foot *, fo I gave

him Money enough to bear his Charges home, and to

hire Mules at his pleafure, and fome to fpare when he

came home6 The Indian with many tears falling from

his eyes, faying he fear'd he fliould never more fee me,

cook his leave of me the third day after we arriv'd at Ora-

nada. My Blackmoor and I being left alone, firft began to

think ofidling away the two Mules, which had brought

thithet' the Indian, and my Chefts > for which I got $q

Pieces of Eight after fo long a journey, and thought they

were well fold. I would have had Migue/ have fold

away that whereon he rid, (which was his own ) and

oflfei'd to buy him another that might better carry hint

back, but the loving and careful Blackmoor would noi

fuffer me to be at fuch Charges , confidering the long

Journey I was to make. After this we hearing that th<

Frigats were not like to depart in a fortnight, though

of viewing well that (lately and pleafant Town a day p\

two, and then to betake our felves to fome nzziLJndiai

Town, where we might be hid, (left by the great refori

of Reqnas of Muks which then brought Indigo anc

Cochinil from Guatemala to the Frigats, we ihould be dif

covered ) and might now and then come to the Town U
treat concerning my paffing in one of the Frigats to th<

Havana or Cartbagena. What in that Town we obfer-

ved was, two Cioifters oí Mercenarian and Francifcat

Fryers, and one of the Nuns, very rich y and one Parifti

Church, which was as a^ Cathedral s for the Biihop oi

Leon did more conftantly refide there than in the City,

Thi
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The houfes are fairer than thofe of Leon, an4 <he Town
of more Inhabitants, amongft whom there are fome few
Merchants of veify great /Wealth, and many of inferior

degree very well to pafs, who trade with Carihagena,

Guatemala, Sa,n Salvador and Comayagua, and fome by
the South Sea, tú Peru and Panama. But at this time of the

fending away the Frigats, that Town is one of the

wealthieft in all the North of America \ for the Mer-
chants of Guatemala fearing to fend all their goods by

the Gulf of Honduras,for that they have been often taken

by the Hollanders between that and Havana, think it fafcr

to fend them by the Frigats to Cartbagena, which paflagé

has not been fo much ftopt by the Hollanders as the other.

So likewife many times the Kings Treafure, and Re-
venue C when there is any Report of Ships at Sea, or about

the Cape of S. Antony ) are this way by the Lake oí Gra-

nada paft to Gartbagena. That year I was there, be*

fore I betook my fdf to an Indian Town, in one day

there entred fix Requas ( which were at leaft three hun-
dred Mules J from St. Salvadoreña Comayagua only, laden

with nothing but Indigo, Cochiml and Hides; and
two days after from Guatemala came in three more,
3ne laden with filver ( which was the Kings trU

bute from that/ Countrey > the other with Sugar, and
the other with Indigo. The former Reqtta's 1 feared

not ••> but the latter made me keep clofe in my lodg-

.ng, left going abroad , 1 fhould be known by fome
Df thofe that can¿e from Guatemala *, who after they

haddcliver'd what they brought, prefently departed, and
with their departure fet me at liberty, who for their fakes

was a voluntary Prifoner in mine own lodging. But
Fearing left more of thtfe Requas might come and af-

fright me, I went to a Town out of the road, a league

from Granada, and took my pleafure up and down the

Country where I was much fe3Íkd by the Mercenariari

Fryers, who enjoy moil of thofe Towns. Among thefe f

heard much of the paffage in the Frigats "to Cartba-
genaj which a little dilhcartenM and difcourag'd me. For

E' C2 though
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though , whilft they fail on the Lake, they go fecure-

ly and without trouble, yet when they fall from the

Lake to the River ( which they call E/ Defaguadero) to go

out to Sea, hie labor, hoc opus e/i, here is nothing but

trouble, which fometimes makes that fliort Voyage to Tali

two months h for fuch is the fall of the Waters in ma-

ny Places among the Rocks, that many times they arc

fore'd to unlade the Frigats, and lade them again with

help of Mules kept there for that purpofe, by a few

Indians that live about the River, and have care of thi

Lodges made to lay in the Wares, whilft the Frf-

gats pafs through thofe dangerous places to anothai

Lodge, whither the Wares are brought by Mules, and p^ii

again into the Frigats. Befides this Trouble f which mrifi

needs be tedious toa Paffcnger , to be thus ftopt, whe

would willingly come foon to his Journeys end ) the a-

bundance of Gnats is fuch, as makes him take no ]o\

in his Voyage, and the Heat in fome places To intolera

ble, that many die before they get cut to Sea. The

all this was terrible to me to hear, yet I comfortec

my felf that my Life was in the hands of the Lord

and that the Frigats commonly every year paft that way

and feldom any were loft. I went now and then to Gra

nada to bargain for my Paffage, and to know when thi

Frigats would certainly ftt out, and to provide my fel

of iome Dainties and Ghocolat for my Journey, having

agreed with a Mafler of a Frigat for Diet at his Table

The Time was appointed within four or five days', bui

fuddenly all was crofs'd with a Arid command fron

Guatemala, that the Frigats fhould not go out that year

becaufe the Prefident and whole Court * was informec

for certatn,that fome Evglijb or Holland Ships were abroac

at Sea, and lay about the mouth of the River Vefagu*

dero waiting for the Frigats of Granada, and that thi

faid Ships were fometimes lurking about the lílands o

S. John and S. Catharine ( which then was our Pro>

vidwee ) which made all the Merchants of the Coun
' try tear and fwcat with a cold fwcat, "and,¿he Prcii

denj
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lent to be careful for the Kings Revenues, left the Io*s

)fthemihould be imputed to his Negligence, in not fiop^

Ding the Frigats, whiUt he might, and had Warning*

rhis was but fad News to me, who knew not for

he prefent, which way to difpofe of my felf. I began

o think of the Ship that was at Realejo ready to fet out

o Panama, thinking that would now be my beft courfe,

jut enquiring after it, I was for certain informed by fome

Merchants that it was newly gone. Then my eyes look'd

jpon Comayagua and Tmxillo, and on the (hips of Hon*

turas, but thefe were but vain and troubPd thoughts, ari-

ing from a perplext heart, for the Ships were alfo gone

hence, without iome fmall Vcffcl or Frigat might be

here with News from Havana or Cartbagena (for thof?

Places fend often Notice of what Ships are abroad at

5eaJ but this alfo was a meer Chance, and not to

>e trufted to, as my Friends did advifc me Where-

ipon my perplexity more and more increafed, only

ny Comfort was that there were more PalTengers be-

ides my felf, who I knew muft take fome courfe, and

vhom I alfo refolv'd to follow by Sea or Land. Among
is all we were once refolv'd to hire a Frigat to carry us

)nly to Cartbagena, but this would not be granted, for no

>ody would hazard his VeiTd and Life for our fakes.

While we were thus diüreft and perplext enquiring a<-

)OUt Granada of the Merchants what courfe we might

:ake to get to Spain that year, or to meet with the Ha-

vana or Cartbagenas one that wihYd us well, counfePd

as to go to Coliarica^ where at Cartfago we ihould be

"ure to hear of lome Vtffcls bound for Portohl, either

rem the River de los anzuelos, or from the River call'd

Suere^ whence every year went out fome (mail Fri-

gats to carry Meal, Bacon, Fowls, and other provi-

ion for the Galeoas to Portobel. This we thought

was a difficult Journey, and of near a hundred and

Sfty leagues over Mountains and throught Deferts, where

ive ihould rniis the pleafure, Variety, and Dainties of Gua~

Hmk and Nicaragua^ and after $11 this perad venture
**

E € 3 iptght
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might míís of an opportunity of any Frigat bound to For*

tobello ,
yet fo unwilling were we all to return to Gua-

temala whence we came, that we would rather go for-

ward, and undergo any Difficulties, fo that at laft we
might find any f Shipping to convey us where wc might

meet the Galeoiis, which we knew were not to come
to Tortobtly till June or July. We therefore agreed four

of us, three Spaniards and my felf, to go to Coflaricay

¡and there try our Fortune. They had each of them

( as my fell had ) Carriage for one Mule, and none to

ride on «> but thought btft to buy each of them a

Mule to carry them, which they hop'd after their Jour-

ney to fell again at Coftarica, and to get Money by them,

and for their Carriages to hire Mules and Indians from

Town to Town, who alfo might ferve to guide us through

many dangerous Places and paiTages) which we un-

derftood were in the way. Now^i wiihM I had my
Mule which I fold at San Miguel, or any one of the two
which I fold before in Granada. But for my Money I

doubted not, with the help of the Blackmoor, but I ihould

find one for my purpofe. I furniiht my fclf very fpeedily,

for fifty pieces of eight, of one which I feared not would

perform my journey. My good and trufty Blackmoor

would willingly have gone on with me, and further round

the World, if I would have let him \ but I would not >

bur, thar.k'd him heartily for what he had done, and

gave him Money enough in his Purfe and difmiflld him,

hoping Jhe Company of the three Spaniards would be

fufficien: Comfort to me.

Thus with one Indian to guide us we fet four of us out

oiGranada^ enjoying for the two firft days more of the

Pleafure of that Mabomets Pzxzdik,Nicaragua^ finding the

way for the moil part plain, the Towns plealant, the

Countrey fhady, and every where Fruits abounding. The
fecond day after we fet our, we were much affrighted

with a huge and monfirous Caiman or Crocodile, which

having come out of the Lake ( as we paffed by ) and

Jving crofs a puddle of Water bathing himfdf, and waiting
; for



Chap. XXI of the Weft-Indies; 42 5

for feme prey, as we perceived after, whom we not know?

ing well at firft, but thinking it had been fome tree

that was fell'd or fallen, pafs'd clofe by if, when on

a fuddain wc knew the Scaks of the Caiman, and faw

the Monfter move, and fet himfelf agaioft us í where-

with we made haft from him i but he thinking to have

made fome of us his greedy Prey, ran after us, which

when we perceiv'd, and that he was like to overtake u$,

we were much rroubfd, till one- of the Spaniards, (who

knew better the Nature and Quality of that Beaft than the

reft ) caird us to turn to one fide out of the way, and

to ride on ftrait for a while, and then to turn on an-

other fide, and fo to Circumflex our way ', which Advice

of his without doubt faved mine, or fome of the others

Lives, for thus we wearied that mighty Monfter andefca-

ped from him, who ( had we rid out ftraightway ) had

certainly overtaken us, and killed fome Mule or Man, for

his ftraight forward flight was as fwift as our Mules could

tun h but whilft he turn d and wheel'd about his heavy

body, we got ground and advantage till we left him far

behind us. And by this Experience we came to know the

Nature and Quality of that Beaft, whofe greatnefs of Body

is no hindrance to run forward as fwift as a Mule > but

otherwife, as the Elephant once laid down is troubl'd

to get up, fo this Monfter is heavy and fiiff, and therefore

much troubl'd to turn and wind about his Body. We
praifed God who had that day deliver'd us, and riding

a while by that fide of the Lake, we were watchful that we

might not fall again into like Danger. But the great-

nefs of this Lake oí Granada may from hence be known,

in that the fecond and third day of our Journey, being at

leaft threefcore miles from whence we let out, we now

and then found our Way lying by it. After we had

wholly loft fight of it, we enter'd into rough and crag-

gy Ways, declining more to the South than to the

North-Sea. And in all the reft of our Journey to Car-

thago, we obferv'd nothing worth committing to .pofte*

rity, but only mighty Woods and Trees prj the South-

E e 4 fta
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Sea-fide, very fit to make firong Ships, and many Moun-
tains and deferí places, where we lay fometimes two
nights together, in Woods or open Fields, far from
any Town or Habitation of Indians h yet for our Comfort
inthefe fodefert places we had ftill a Guide with us, and
found lodges, which by the command of the next Juftices
had been fef up for fuch as travell'd that way. We came
at laft through thoufand dangers to Carthago, which
we found not to be fo poor, as in richer places, as

Guatemala and Nicaragua it was reported to be. For there
we had occafion to inquire after Merchants for Exchange
of Gold and Silver, and we found fome were very rich,

who traded by Land and Sea with Panama, and by Sea
with Portohslfa, Cartbagena, and Havana, and from thence
with Spain. This City may confift of four hundred
Families, govern'd by a Spanijh Governcur > It is a

Biihops Sea, and has in it three Cloifters, two of Fryers,

and one of MütiÉl Here we enquired after that which
had brought us through fo many Mountains' Woods,
and Deferts , to wit, after fome fpeedy occafion of
Chipping our felves for Portobello or Caribagma\ and ac-

cording to our defires We underflood of a Frigat almoft

ready to fet out from the River Ve los Anzml&s , and
another from the River Suere ; and being well infor-

med that Suere would be the beft place to travel to by
ireafon of more provifion in the way, more Towns of
Indians, and Eftancia's of Spaniards, we reiolv'd four

days after we had reikd in Carthago, to undertake

a new journey toward the North Sea. We found that

Country mountainous in many places
, yet here and

there fome Values where was very good Corn, Spaniards

Jiving in good Farms, who as well as the Indians bred

many Hogs > but the Towns oí Indians we found much un-

like to thofe which we had left behind in Nicaragua and

Guatemala i and the people in Courtefie and Civility much
differing from them, and of a rude and bold Carriage and

Behaviour * yet they are kept under by the Spanh
,irdf, as much as thofe whom I have formerly fpoken of

abowf
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about Guatemala. We came in fo good a time to the Ri-

ver Suere, that we ftay'd there but three days in a Spanifh

Farm near it, and departed.

The Matter of the Frigat was exceeding glad of our

Company, and offer 'd to carry me for nothing, but for

my Prayers to God for him, and for afafe Paflage» which

he hopd would not be above three or four days failing.

He carryed nothing but fome Hony, Hides, Bacon,

Meal and Fowls. The greateft Danger he told us of,

was the fetting ouc from the River, ( which runs in

fome places wich a very ftrong Stream, is (hallow and full

of Rocks in other places ) till we come forth to the main

Sea \ Whither we got out fafely and had not fail'd on a-

bove 20 leagues, when we difcover'd two (hips making

toward us Tour hearts began to quake, and the Matter

himfeli of the Frigat' we perceiv'd was not without

fear fufpedirg they were Englijh or Holland (lisps \ we

had no Guns nor Weapons, fave only four or rfve

Muskets and half a dozen Swords h we thought the

Wings of our nimble Frigat might be our beft Comfort, and

flying away our chief Safety. But this Comfort foon be-

gan to fail us, and our beft Safety was turn'd into near

approaching Danger.8 before we could flie five Leagues

toward Portobel, we could from our Top-Man eafily

perceive the two (hips to be Hollanders^ and too nimble

for our little Veffel, which prefently one of them (which

being a Man-of War, was too much and too ftrong for

our Weakneis) fecht up, and with a thundring Mef-

fage made us ftnke Sail Without any fighting we durft

not but yield, hoping for better Mercy. But O what fad

thoughts did here run in my deje&ed heart, which was

ftruck down lower than our Sail ? How did I fometimes

look on Deaths frighting vifage ? But if again 1 would

comfort and incourage my felf againft this fear of Death >

how then did I begin to fee an end of all my hopes of e~

ver returning to my wiih'd and defir'd Countrey ?

How did I fee my Treafure of Pearls, pretious Stones,

and pieces of Jä'ght3 and Golden Piftols3 which by

Singing

l!

¡:
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Singing I had got in twelve years, now within one
half hour ready to be loft with Weeping, and became a
Prey to thofe who with as much Bafe as I got them, and
with Laughing were ready to fpoil me of all that with
the found of Flutes, Waits and Organs I had io long been
hording up ? Now I faw Imuft forcedly and fainedly offer

up to a Hollander what iuperftitious, yea alfo forced and
fained offerings of Indians to their Saints of Mixeo, Pinola
Amatitlan and fatapa had for a while enriched me. My
further thoughts were foon interrupted by the Hollanders
who came aboard our Frigat with more fpeed than we de-
fied; Though their Swords, Muskets and Piftols did not
a little terrific, yet we were fomewhat comforted, when
we undeillood who was their chief Captain and Com-
mander, and hop'd, for more Mercy from him, who
had been born and brought up among Spaniards^ than
from the Hollanders who as they were little bound to

the Spanijh Nation for Mercy, fo we expe&ed little from
them. The Captain of this Holland Ship which took us

was a Mulatto, born and bred in Havana, whofe Mother
I faw and fpoke with afterwards that fame year, when
the Galeons (truck into that Port to expeft there the reft

from Vera Cruz. This Mulatto for fome Wrongs which
had been offer'd him from fome commanding Spani*

ards in the Havana, ventured himfclf defperately in a

Boat out to the Sea, where fome Holland Ships wai-

ted for a prize, and with Gods help getting to them,

yielded himfelf to their Mercy, which he eiteem'd far

better than that of his own Gounmymen, promifing to

ferve them faithfully againfi his own Nation, which had
moft injurioufly abufed, yea and (as I was afterwards

informed ) whipt him in the Havana.

This Mulatto proved fo true and faithful in his good

fetvices to the Hollanders , that they efteemed much of

him, married him to one of their Nation, made him
Captain ofa Ship under that brave and Gallant Hollander

whom the Spaniards then fo much fear'd, nam*d, Pie

de Palo, or Wooden Leg, This famous Mulatto it was

that
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thai with his Sea-Soldiers boarded our Frigat, in which he

had found little worth his labour, had it not bien for the

Indians Offerings which I carried, oí which I loft that day

the worth of 4000 ^atacons or Pieces of Eight in Pearls

and pretious Stones, and near 3000 mote in Mony.

The other Spaniards loft feme hundreds apiece, which

was fo rich a prize, that it made the Hollanders Stomach

loath the reft of our grofs Proviiion of Bacon, Meal and

Fowls, and our Mony tafted fwecter to them, than the

Hony which our Frigat alfo afforded. Other things!

had (as a Quilt to lie on, fome Books, and Laminas^

which are Pictures in Br.afs, and Cloarhs ) which I beg'd

of that Noble Captain the Mulatto, who Confidenng my

Orders and Calling, gave me them freely, and wiih'd mc

to be patient, faying that he could do no otherwife than

he did with my mony and Pearls^ and ufing that common

Proverb at Sea, Oy per mi, mañana per t¡> to day Fortune

hath been for me, to morrow it may be for th^e
:
or to

fay, I have got what to morrow I may lofe again. Here

I made ufe alfo of that common Saying, that ill-gotten

Goods never thrive v and perceived it was the will of my

heavenly Father to take from me what unlawfully by fuper-

ftitious and idolatrous Maffes, by Offerings to Idols and

Statues of Saints I hadgot among the Indians. I offered

in lieu of thofe former Offerings ray Will to my Lord

Gods Will, deiiring him to grant me Patience to bear

that great Lofs. 1 confefs, tho it was my crofs to

Fleih and Blood, yet I found an inward Spiritual ftrengtfv-

ning from above, and to be very true what Paul writes

to the Hebrews Chap. 12. 11. faying, No chMhning for

the prefent ftemetb to be joyous, but grievous, neverthehfs

afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteoufiefs unu

them which are extrcifed thereby* for that very day I found

my inward man quiet and 'peaceable with a full and

total Submiffion to the holy Will of God, which I de-

fied might be done in Earth , in the Sea, and performed

and obey 'd by me at that prefent, as it is always done

in HeavoL And though this way was my beft and chief

Comfort,
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Comfort, yet from the Creature, by the Creators permiffion,
I had alfo fome Comfort left in a few Pifiols, forme (ingle'

fome double, which I had fow'd up in my Quilt (which
the Captain reftor d to me, faying it was the Bed I lay

in ) and in the Doublet which I had at that prefent, which
mounted to almoft iooo Crowns, and in their fearch-
ing was not found. After the Captain and Soldiers had
well view'd their Prize, they thought of«frefliing their Sto-
machs with fome ofour Provifion,the Good Captain made
a ftately dinner in our Frigat, and invited me to it, and
knowing 1 wa^ going towards Havana, befides many
other brindas or healths, he drank one to his Mother, de-
firing me to fee her, and remember him to her, and fay,

that for her fake he had us'd me well and courteoufly

in what he could ; and further at Table he faid, for my
fake he would give us our Frigat that we might return to
Land, and that I might find from thence fome fafer
way and means to get to Fortohello, and to continue my
Journey to Spain. After dinner I conferr'd with the Cap-
tain alone, and to!d him, I was no Spaniard, but an
EngUJh man born

5
ihewing him the Licence, which I had

trora Rome to go to England, and that therefore I hop'd^not
being of an Enemy- Nation to the Hollanders, he would
reftore to me what Goods were mine. But this was of little

confequence with him, who had already taken pofftffion of
mine and all other Goods in the (hip : he told me, I muíV
fuffer with thofe among whom I was found, and that I

might as well claim all the Goods in the Ship. I de-

fired him then to carry me with him to Holland, that

thence I might get to England, which alfo he refufed,

telling me that he went about frotn one place to another,

and knew not when he ihould go to Holland, and that he
was ready to fight with any Spanifh (h\p, and if he (houl4

fight with the Spaniards whilftlwasin his Ship, his Soldi-

ers in their hot Blood might do me a Mifchief, think-

ing; I would do them harm, if in fight they ihould he

taken by the Spaniards. With thefe his Anfwers I faw
there was no hope of getting again what now was loft

there-»
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therefore ( as before ) 1 commended my felfagain to Gods

Piovidence and Profed'ton. The Soldiers and Mariners ot

the Holland Ship made hafte that afternoon to unload the

Goods of our Frigat into their Man of War, which took

up that, and part of the next day, whilft we as Piilo-

ners were wafting up and down the Sea with them; And

whereas we thought our Money had fatisfied them and

to the full, we found next day that they had alfo a fto~

mach to our Fowls and Bacon, and wanted our Meal to *

make them bread, and our Honey to fweeten their mouths,

and our Hides for Shoos and Boots* all which they took a-

way, leaving me my Quilt, Books, and brafs Pictures, and

to the Mafter of the Frigat feme fmall Provifion,as much

as might cany us to Land, which was not far off, and thus

they took their leaves of us, thanking us for their good

entertainment. And we weary offuchguefts, fome pray-

ing to God that they might never entertain the like again,

ibme curfing them all, and efpecially the Mulatto, to Hell,

calling him Renegado v lome thanking God for their Lives,

which were given them for a Prey, we all return'd to

Suere whence we had fet out, and going up the River,

were like to be caft away, and lofe our Lives, after

we had loft our Goods» When we came to Land, the

Spaniards about the Countrey pitied our cafe, and help'd

us with Alms, gathering a Colle&ion for us The three

Spaniards of my company loft all their Money, and moft of

their beft Clothes ;
yet they had refervd fome Bills of Ex-

change for Money to be taken up at fortobellos which Í

wiftfd I had alfo for what Í had loft. For the prefent we

knew not what courfe to rake, we thought ofgoing to Rio

dt Us Anzuelos, but were informed that certainly the

Frigats there were either gone, or would be before we

could get thither , and if they flay 'd not on the news of the

Hollanders Ships at Sea, they either already were or would

be their Pme,as we had been. We refolv'd then with the

charitable Affiftance of the Spaniards of the Country to

return to Carthago^ and thence to take fome better

directions. In the way we conferid what wehad fav'd, the

Spaniards
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Spaniards bragged yet of their Bills of Exchange, which

W#uld yield them Money at Carthago^ I would not let them

know what I had fav'd , but fomewhat I told them 1 had

kept , and we agreed all the way we went to fignifie

nothing but Poverty and Mifery, that the Indians and Spa-

niards in the way might pity and commiferate us, and

our great Loffes. When we came to Carthago we were

indeed much pitied, and Colle&ions were made for us *

and it was expeded from me, that 1 íhould jfing again

at the Altars ( who truly could rather have cried to fee

and conííder my many misfortunes and difafters, which I

defir'd might at laft by a fafe return to England, prove

the Trials of the faith I inicnted to fearchout ) and thatl

(hould preach, whareever 1 tame \ fo by thefe two ways,

offinging and hudling over Vominus lobifcum and the reft

of the Mafs, and by accepting of what Sermons were re-

commended to me, I began again to ftore my felf with

Monies. Yet knew that in fuch a poor Country as that

was, where I was little known, I could not poffibly get

enough to bring me home with Credit to England ¿ and

therefore the cunning Enemy finding me to ftand upon

my Credit, began ftrongly to tempt me to return again

to Guatemala ( where I doubted not but I (hould be wel-

come and entertain'd by my Friends ) and to fettle my
felf there, till I had again by facrilegious, bafe, fuperfti-

fious, and Idolatrous Means, and Works, made up a new

Purfe to return with Credit home.

But I perceiving that God (hewM himfelf angry, and

had jufily taken from me, what by unlawful means I had

in twelve years obtained, bad Satan avaunt, purpofing

never more to return to the Fleftvpots of Epypt^ and to go

jftill home- wards, though in the way I did beg my Bread.

Yet (left l might be fufpefled among the Spaniards, and

troubl'd for not exercifing my Orders and Fun&ion ) 1

refolv'd to take what as to a Stranger and Traveller, for

Preaching or any other Exercife, might be offer'd unto

Thus with Courage xefolving to go on ftill towards

England^
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England^ I enquir'd at Carthago which way I might get

Co Fortobtllo. But this door of hope was faft (hut up \

though my truft in Gods Providence was not weaken'd*

In this feafon, There came to Carthago two or 300 Mules

unfadled or unloaden, with fome Spaniards, Indians

and Blaclqnoorsy from the parts of Comayagua, and Qua*
témala, to convey them to Panama by Land, over the

Mountains of Veragua, there to be fold. This is the year-

ly and only trading by Land, which Guatemala^ Comaya*
gua, and Nicaragua, hath with Panama over that narrow
Ifibmus lying between the North, and South Sea, which is

very dangerous by reafon of the craggy Ways, rocks, and
Mountains, but efpecially, by reafon of many Heathens,

Barbarians and Savages which as yet are not conquer'd
by the Spaniards, $nd iometimes do great mifchief,

and kill thofe that with Mules pafs through their Coun-
try, efpecially if they mifdemean themfelves or pleafe

ttiem not well. Yet for all thefe difficulties, I was en-
tertaining a thought to go along with thofe Mules and
Spaniards which were now on their way by Land to
Fanama. The three Spaniards were half of the fame mind *

but the Providence of God who better Oiders and
difpofes Mans Affairs than he himfelf, difappointcd
thefe our thoughts, for our Good aiid Safety, as after we
were inform'd > for we heard for certain at Nicoya, that
fome of thofe Mules and Spaniards were kill'd by the Bar-
barians arid Savage Indians, among whom my Life might
have been loft, it I had attempted that hard and dangerous
Journey ; from which many welt-wiihers at Carthago
diffracted me, both for the danger ©f the Indians, and for
the difficulties of the Ways and Mountains, which they told
me the Weaknefs ofmy body would never indure. After
we had wholly defined from this LandJourney, the beft
Counfel we had from fome Merchants our Friends, was
to try whether Mar del Zur, or the South Sea, would fa»

vour our Defign and Journey, better then the Mar del

Nort, or the North Sea had done i who wiiYd us to

^0 to 'Went) and thence to Ch'm and to the Golfo d$

Salinas j
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Salinas¿what they doubted not but we (hould find Shipping

to Panama. We were willing to follow any good Ädvic^

and GounfeH jtt we knew this was the laft (hifc'wc

could make, and the non plus ultra of oar hope, and if

here we ihould be difcppointed, we could exped no o-

ther way ever to get to Panama, except we venturM

our lives moil defperateh/ over the Mountains of Vera-

gua, by Land without any Guide or Company through

che Country of the Barbarians >
(who before hádflain fonne

Spaniards palling that wayJ or elfe ihould return, all

the way that we had come, to Realejo, where our hopes

might be fruíháted, and peradventure no Shipping found

for Panama without a Years waiting.

We rcfolv'd therefore to follow our friends Counfcl,

and to go to Nicoya, and thence tó Golfo de Salinas,

where laughing, 1 told the three Spaniards of my com-

pany, if we were difappointed, We would like Hercules

fet up a Pillar to eternize our Fame, with our Names, and

this Inlcriprion, Ñon Plus ultra, for that beyond it there

was no other Port, Haven, or Place, to take Shipping to

Panama j neither could any have done more ( nor ever did

ány Engliih man in that Country do more than my fefQ

than we had done, but efpeciaily my felf, who from Mixc*

had thus travell'd by Land to Nicoya, at leaii 600

leagues, or i860 EngHJh miles ftraight from North to

South, befidé what I had travell'd from Vera Cruz,

to Mexico, and from Guatemala to Vera Past, and to

Puerto
,
de Cav alios, or Gulfo duke, and thence to

Truxillo, and thence back again to Guatemala, which

was at lead 13 or 1400 Ehglijh miles more, which I

thought to eternize orí a Pillar at Nicoya. But what

there* was not cfe&cd* I hope here (hall be eterniz'd,

and that this my true and faithful Hitfory (hall be a

Monument of three thoufand and three hundred muestra-

vell'd by an Englifhman, within the Main-Land of Amé-

rica, befide other Sea-Navigations to Panama, from Portofal

to Carthagena, and thence to the Havana. The way

which we travell'd from Garthagv to Nicoya was my
ftioün-
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mountainous, hard, and unpleafant, for we met with few
liftaniia's of Spaniards^ and few Indian Town*, and thofe

very poor, fmali, and all of dejeded and wretched people.

Yet Nicoya is a pretty Town^ and head of a Spanifh go-

vernment, where we found one Jufto de $alazary Alcalde

Maior, who entertained usveiy well, and provided Lodg-
ings for us for the time we (hould abide there, and comfor-

:ed us with hopeful words
7

, that tho for the prefent

there was no Ship or Frigat in the Golf of Salinas, yet he
Joubted not¿ but veryihortly one would come from Tana»

na for Salt and other Commodities, as yearly they

tfere wont. The Time of the Year when we came thither,

vas fit for me to get again feme Monies after my great

ofs> for it was in Lent which is the Fryers chief

iarveft, who(^s 1 have before obferv'd ) then by Con*
¿(lions and by giving the Communion get many Mony-
)fferings.

The Time, and the Francifcan Fryers who had the Pa-

iorfhip and Charge of that Town, .were both vtij cooimo-
lioustome, who could not refuie, as long as Iftay'd- there,

o exercife my Fun&ion, left I íhoidd bring a juft caufe of
Sufpicion and Afpcrfion on my felf* The Fryer of

1

the

Fown was a Portugal, who about three weeks before my
:oming thither had had a great Bickering and Strife

vith J
r

'ujl o de Salazar the Alcalde Maior, for defending the

Indians whom Salazdr griévouíly opprefs'd, employing
hem in his, and in his Wives Service as Slavey not paying
hem what for the fvVeat of their brows was due to

hem, and commanding them from their home and from
:heir Wives, and from their Church on the Sabbath,

working for him as well that day as any other, which
:he Frier not enduring, charg'd them in the Pulpit, not to

)bey any fueh unlawful Commands from their Ä1-

:alde Maior. But Jnjio de Salazar (who had been

.rain'd up in Wars ana Fightings and ferv'd formerly

n the Caftle of Milan) thought it -a? gtcai difpalrage-

inient, noW to be curbed by a Frtef, and interrup-

ted in Ms GotcinoMnf ofiM IndíM^ $héh¡ tbí wa|f cf

F.f . Sfe
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his Lucre and gain. Therefore after many bitter Words
and Defiances had paft between him and the Frier,

he came one day refolutcly to the Fners Houfe with his

Sword drawn, and certainly had not the Frier been affifttd

by fome of the Indians, he had killed him. The Frier be-
ing as hot as he, and ¿tending on his Calling, Orders and
Priefthood, prefuming he durft not touch him violent-

ly, leu his Privelege fhould bring an Excommunication
on the Striker and Offender, would not flie from him,
but dar'd him boldly, which was a ftrong Provocation to

Salazars Heat and Paflion, and caus'd him to lift up his

Sword, and aim his Blow and Stroke at the Frier, which
tell fo unhappily that he ftruck off two of the Friers

Fingers, and had undoubtely feconded another Blow
more hurtful and dangerous to the Frier, had not the

Indians interposed, and (hut up their Prieft into his

Chamber. Jufto was for this Aäion excommunicated,
yet being a Man of high Authority, he foon got ofl

his Excummunication from the Biftiop of Cojlarka, and
fent his Complaint to the Chancery of Guatemala againft

the Frier, where with Friends and Mony he doubted not
but to overcome the Mendicant Prieft, as it hapned after i

for ( as I was informed ) he caufed the Frier to be ient for

to the Court, and there prevailed fo much againft him,
that he got him remov'd from Nicoya. In this Seaion
the Frier kept his Houfe and Chamber, and would by no
means go to the Church, either to fay Mats, or preach,
or hear Confeftions, ( all which that Time of the Year
required ) but had got one to help him > who alone not
being abl/? to perform fo great a charge of many hun-
dred Indians , Spaniards, Black-moors, and Mulatto's who
from the Country without, and from the Town within ex-
peled to have their Confeffions heard, their Sins abfolv'd,
the Word preached, and the Communion to be given them»
hearing of my coming defir'd me to affift him, and
that for my pains I fhould have my Meat and Drink
at his Table, and a Crown daily for eveiy Mafs, and what-
foever elfe the People fliould voluntarily offer, befide the

Sermons,
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Sermons, for which I (hould be well rewarded, I flay'd

in this Town from the fecond week of Lent nil Eaiter

week, where what with three Sermons at ten Crowns
a piece, what with my dayly Stipend and many p-
ther Offerings, I got about an hundred and fifty

Crowns.

The week before Eafter news came of a FrigatJrom Pa-
narm to Golfo de Salinas, which much comforted us, who
already began to miftruft the Delay. The Mailer of the

Frigat came to Nicoya,which is as a Court thereabout i and
with him the three Spaniards and my ftlf agreed for our
paiTage to Panama. About Chira, Golfo de Salinas, and
Nicoya, there are fome farms of Spaniards, few and very

[mall Indian Towns, who are all like Slaves employed by
:he Alcalde Maior, to make hitna kind of Thred call'd ?i~

\a, which is a very rich Commodity in Spain, efpecialfy

3f that colour wherewith it is dyed in thefe parts of
Nkoya, which is Purple, for which the Indians are

lere much charg'd to work about the Sea-ihore, and there

to find certain Shells, wherewith they make this Purple.

Die. Purpura is a kind of Shell-fiih
>
whofe ufual length of

Life is feven years, he hides himfelf about the rifing of the

Dog-ftar and continues for ;©o days i it is .gathered rn

he Spring, and by a mutual rubbing of them to-

other, they yield a kind of thick Slime like foft Waxj
jut its famous Die for Garments is iñ the Mouih of
he Fife, and the mofi refined Juyce is in a white Vein,
he reft of his Body is of no ufe: Your Segovia Cloth
Hed therewith, for the richnefs of the Colour, is iol4

it five or fix pound the yard, and uied only by the
jrcateft Dons of Spain

9
and in ancient time only worn

>y the Nobleft Romans, calFd by the name oí lyrian
Purple.

There are alfo Shells for other Colours, not known
o be fo plentifully in any other Place as here. About
Zhira and Golfo de Salinas* the chief Commodities are

Jalt, Hony, Maiz, fome Wheat and Fowls, which evefy
rear they fend by fome few Frigats to Vanania* which

F f s thence
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thence come on purpofe to fetch them with this purple

Thred, or Pita, which 1 have fpoken of The Frigat

which came when I was there, was foon laden with

thefe Commodities, and with it we fet out,hoping to have

been at Panama in five or fin days» But as often before

we had been croffed, folikewife in this fhort paifage we
fkove with the Wind;, Sea, and Corrientes, as they are

caifd fwhich are (wiit Streams as of a River) four full

weeks. After the firfx day we fet out, we were driven

with a Wind and Storm towards Pern, till we dame under

the very Equinoccial, where what with exceffive Heat, what

with mighty Storms,we defpair'd of life.But after one week

that we had thus run towards death, it pleafed ¿God in

whom and by whom all Creatures Live, move^and have

their being, to comfort us again with hopes of Life,

fending us a profperous Gale, which drove us out of that

Equtno&ial Heat, and Stormy Sea, towards the lifland of

Perlas, and Puerta de Chame, on the South fide of the

Mountains of Veragua, whence we hop'd within two

days at moft to be at reft and anchor at Panama. But

yet (here our Hopes were fruftrate, for our Wind was

calnvd, and we fell on thofe ftrong
\
Contentes or Streams,

which drave us back in the Night for almoft a Fort-

night as much as we had faild by day. Had not God
again been merciful here to us, we had certainly perriftYd

in this our driving with the Streamy for tho we wan-

ted not Provifion of Food, yet our Drink fail'd us ib, that

for four days we tufted neither Wine or Water, or any

thing to quench our thirft, fave a little Hony which we
found caufed more Thhft in us, which made me
and forne others Drink our own Urine, and refreih our

mouths with Pieces of Lead- Bullets which for a while

lefrehYd, but would not long have fufficed Nature, had not

Gods good Providence fent us fuch a Wind as in the

day drove us quite off from thofe Corrientes. Our firft

thoughts were then to (hike to the Continent, or fome

Ifland of many which were about us to feek for Water,

finding our Bodies weak and languiihing 3 which the Opt.
of
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°f the Ship would by no means yield to, alluring us that

day he would Land us at Panamas but we not being

able to fail on without any Drink, , unlefs we (hould yield to

have our dead and not our Live Bodies landed where he pro-

mifed, thought it not good purchafe, though we might buy

all Panama with our Lives, which we judg'd could net

hold out another day *, and feeing that the Wind began to

flacken, we all requir'd him to ftrike into fome Ifland for

Water > which he ftubbornly refufed to do j whereupon
the three Spaniards and fome of the Mariners mutined

againfi him with drawn Swords, threatning to kill him, if

he betook not himfelf prefently to fomd Ifland. The good
Matter not liking to fee Swords at his breaft, and fo

commanded his Ship to be turned to two or three Iflands,

not above two or three hours fail from us. When
we drew nigh them, we caft Anchor, and threw out

our Cock boar, and happy was he thatconld firftcafthimfelf

into it to be rowed to Land to till his Belly with WaterThe
firft Ifland we landed on, was on that fide unhabitable,

where we fpent much time running to and fro, over-hea-

ting our felves and increafing our Thirih whilft one ran one
way, and another tried another to find fome Fountain,
our hope being fruftrated and I loft in the Wood, and my
Shoes torn from my Feet, with Stony Rocks, and many
Thorns and Buihes 5 my company betook thernfelves

to the Cock boat to try another Ifland, leaving me alone,

and loft in the Wood put of which atlaft when I came, and
found the Cock-boat gone from the Ihore, I began to con<*

fider my felfa dead man, thinking that they had found Wa-
ter and were gone to Ship, and not finding me would hoife

up their Sail for Panama. Thus being deje&ed I cryM out
to the Ship, wich I perceiv'd could not poffibly hear my
weak Voice, and running up and down the Rocks to fee if

I could difcover the Cock-boat, Í perceiv'd it was not with
the Ship, and efpied it at the next Ifland. With this I began
to hope better things of them, that they would call for me
when they had got Water i fo I came down, from the

flocjcs to the Shore, where I found a Shade of Trees and
F f 3 among
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among them fome Berries (which might have been Poi-
fon, for I knew them hot ) wherewith I refteftTd my
Mouth a while i but my Bed y fo burn'd that I thought
there with Heat, Weaknefs and Faintnefs, I (hould have ex-
pired and given up the Ghoft. I thought by flripping my
jfelf naked and going into the Sea to my neck, I might
frefreíh my Body, which I did, and coming out again
into the Shade, I fell into a deep fleep, irifomuch that

the Cock-boat coming for me, and the Company hollow-
ing to me, I awaked npt, which made them feari that

I was dead or loft *, till Landing, one fearch cl for r#e one
way, and another another, and fo they found me, who
plight have been a Prey to fome wild-Beaft, or flept till

the Frigat had gone away , and fo have periiVd in a
¡barren and unhabitable liland. When they awak'd me I

was (31ad to fee my good company, and the firft thing I

enquire for, was, if they had got any Water* they bad
me be ofgood cheer and arife Tfor they had Water enough,
and Oranges and Lemons (rom another liland, where
they met with Spaniards that did inhabit it. I made hafte

with them to the Boat, and no (boner was I entred into it

but they gay? me to drink as much as I would. The Wa-
%a vyas warm and unfetled, for they coiild not take it up
fobut that they took of *he Gravel, and bottom of the

fountain, which made it look yery muddy*, yet for all

this ( as though my Life had depended on it ) I drunk up
a whole Pot of it *, which no fooner had I drunk, but fuch

was the Weaknefs of my Stomach, that I prefently caft it

up again, not being able to bear it. With this they wi-

lled pie to eat an Orange or a Lemon i but them alfo

4id my §tomach rejed , fo to our Frigat we went, and in

the way I fainted to that the Company verily thought I

would die, before we got aboard. When we came ttój

ther I call'd again for Water, which was no fooner down
my Stomach, fciut prefently up again \ they had me to Bed
with a burning Feaver upon me i where I lay that night

«peding fiothing but Death^ and that the Sea would he

fti'y Grave,
'"

'

' -
:

'

>

' The;
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The Mafter of the Ship feeing the wind was turn'd, be-

gan tobe much troubled, and fear'd that with that wind
he ihould never get to Panama. He refolv'd to venture

on a way, which never before he had tryed > which was,

to get between the two Iflands which we had fearch'd for

Water, knowing that the Wind, which on this fide was
contrary, on the other fide of the Iflands would be favoura-

ble to him. Thus towards Evening he took up An-
chor and hoifed up his Sails, and refolv d to pafs his Fri-

gat between the two Iflands i which how dangerous and
d^fperate an attempt it was, the Event witneis'd. I lay

now fas I may truly fay) on my death-bed, not re-

garding which way the Mafter of the Ship, or Fortune
carried me, fo that the Mercy of the Lord carried my Soul

to Heaven. No fooner had the Frigat fteer'd her courfe

between the narrow paffage of the two Iflands, when
being carried with the Stream too much to one fide of
the Land it ran upon a Rock 5 fo that the very Stern was
lifted up, and almoft caft out ofthe Pilots hands, who cry-

zd out, not to God, but to the Virgin Mary, faying,

Ayudad nos Virgin Santiffima^ qut fi no aqui no's perecemos^

lelp us, O moft holy Virgin, for if not, here we perifh*

rhis, and the outcry of all that were in the Frigat gave
ne an Alarm of death, from which yet it pieafed

3od by the diligence of the painful Mariners to deli-

/er me and all the Company , for with much ado moft
part of that Night they haled from the Cock-boat the

Frigat offfrom the Rock, after the Stream had made it three

feveral times ftrike upon if. After a very troublcfomc
Might, in the Morning we got our little Ship out of dan-
ger and from between the two Iflands on the other fide

:>f them, where we fail'd profperoufly towards Panama.
rhat morning my ftomach recovered Strength, and I

wgan to eat and drink, and to walk about, rejoycing

much to fee thofe pleafant Iflands which we fail'd

yy. la the Evening we got to Puerto de Perico v where
we caft Anchor, expc&ing to be feaich'd in the mor-
ning j but that Night ( the Mafter of otar Ship having

F f 4 gone



44^ A^ Survey Chap. XXI
gone afuere ) the Wind turnM and blew fo ftrong that we
loft our Anchor, and were driven back almoft to la Pacbeqtte,

«n4 tea? u we (houid be carried out into the Ocean again
fo fer that we ihould with great difficulty get to Panama*
¿ku that God. whom the Sea and Winds obey, turnid
again that contrary Wind into, a profperous Gale, where-
with we came once more to Perico , and being fearch'd

we went on with full Sail to Panama \ being near (he Port
¿md without an Anchor, the Wind once more blew us

tuck, and had not the Shíp-mafter (entusan Anchor,
we had gone again to Pacheque or further. But with that

Anchor we ftay'd all that night ac Perico, wondring among
our Tel ves that fo many croffes ihould befal us, which
made fome fay, we were bewitched \ others, that cer-

tainly there was among" us fome excommunicate perfon,

whom they {aid if they knew, they ihould hurl him over
board, Whilft they were in this difcourfe, the wind turn'd

yejt again, and we weighing Anchor went on to Panama**

whither it pleated God that time fafely to condud us»

I being now well flrengthned made no ftay in that Frigat,

which I thought would have been my laft abiding-place in

this^World, but went Co Land, and betook my felf tothc
Cloifkr of the Dominicans^ where I ftay'd almoft fifteen

days viewing and reviewing that City 5 which is Governed
like G#¿to^/¿byaPrefident and fix Judges, and a Court
of Chancery, and is a Biihops feat. It has more ftrength

towards the South- Sea than any other Port which on that

fide I had feen
5
and fome Ordnance planted for the Defence

of it i but the Houfes areof the kaft ftrength of any place

i had entred in \ for Lime and Stone is hard to come by, and
therefore, and for the great Heat there, moft of the

houfes. are, built- of timber and Boards ^ the Prefidems

Houfe, -i ay the beft Church-wails are but Boards, which.
iferve tor Stone and Brick, and for Tiles. The Heat.
¡1 & ' ...Jmary that a Linnen cut Doublet, .with

fonjje Sighf Stuff or'Taflfcty Breeches is the common cloth-

e.hjbabitaufs/Fiih» Fruits and Sallets are more
lentiful ihdre than Ficfii > the cool Water of the Coco is

11

the
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the Womens beft Drink, though Chocolatte alio, andmuch

Wine from Peru be very abounding. The Spaniards are

here much given to fin, Loofen¿ís and Venery efpecially,

making the Blacl^ moors, (who are many, rich and gal-

lant ) the chief Obje&s of their Luft, It is held to be one

of the richeft places in America, having by Land and by the

River Chiagre commerce with the North k i ,
md by the

South, trading with all Peru.Eali- India's, Mexico and Hondu-

ras. Thither is brought the chief Treafure ofPeru in two or

three great Ships, which lie at anchor at Puerto ds Perico

three Leagues from the City h for the great ebbing of the

Sea at that place, íuffers not any great VeiTel to come
nearer, where day ly the Sea ebbs and falls away from the Ci-

ty two or three Miles, leaving a Mud, which is thought to

caufe much Unhealthinefs, being feconded with many
muddy and moorifh places about the Town. If con-

fifís of Come five thoufand Inhabitants, and maintains

at kail eight Cioifiers of Nuns and Friers. I fear'd much
the Heats^ and therefore made as much haft out of it as

I could. I had my choke ofCompany by Land and Water

to Portobello. But confidering the Hardnefs of the Moun-
tains by Land, I refolv'd to go by the River Chiagre\ and

fo at Midnight I fet out from Panama to Venta de Cmzes^
ten or twelve leagues from it. The way is thither

very plain for the moft part, and pleafant in the Morning
and Evening,

Before ten of the clock we got to Venta deCruzes, where

live none but Mulatto's and Blaé-moors, who belong to

the flat-boats thac carry the Merehandife toPortobel. There

I had very good Entertainment by chat people, who defirtt

me to preach to them the laext Sabbath-day and gave

me twenty Crowns for a Sermon, and Proceflion. After

five days abode there, the Boats fet out, which were

much ftopt in their pafftge down the River * for

in fome places we found the Water very low, fo that

the Beats ran upon the Gravel i whence with Poles

and the Strength of the 'Biac\moors they were to be lifted

off again h foipedmes again we met with fuch Streams

as
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as carried us with the fwiftnefs of an Arrow down un-
der Trees and Boughs by the River fide, which fometimes
alfo ftopt us till we cut them down. Had not it
pleafed God to fend us after the firft week plentiful
Rain, which made the Water run down from the
Mountains and fill the River ( which otherwiie of it
¡elf is very (hallow ) we might have had a tedious and
longer paffage j but after twelve days we got to the Sea
and at the point landed at the Caftlc to refreih our felves
for half a day. Certainly the Spaniards truft to the
Streams and Shallows © that River, which they think will
keep &ff any forrain nation, from attempting to come up to
Venta de Cruzes> and from thence to Panama,, or elfe they
would ftrengthen more and fortifie that Caftte, which in
my time wanted great Reparations, and was ready to
fall. The Governour of the Caftle was a notable
Wine-bibber, who plyed us with that Liquor the time
that we flayed there, and wanting a Chaplain for him-
felfand Soldiers, would fain have had me ftay'd with him >

but greater matters call'd me further, and fo I took my
leave of him, who gave us fome Daintes of freih Meat, Fiih,
and Conferves, and fo difmiffed us. We got out to the o-
pen Sea, difcovering firft the Efcudo de Veragua, and keep-
ing fomewhat clofe to the land, we went on rowing to-
wards Portobel, till Evening, which was Saturday-Night -

then we caft Anchor behind a little Ifland, refolving in
the Morning to enter into Portobel. The Black moors all

that Night kept Watch for fear of Hollanders, who, they
faid, did often lie in wait thereabouts for the Boats of
Cbiagre i but we paffed the night fafely, and next room-
ing got to Portobelloy whofe Haven we obferv'd to be very
flrong, with two Caftles at the mouth, and conftant Watch
within them, and another cali'd St, Miguel further in the
Pott.

When I came into the Haven, I was forry to fee that
the Galeón* were not come from Spain, knowing the
iongerl ftay'd in that place, the greater would be my
charges. Yet I comforted my fclf that the time of the year

was
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was come, and that they could not long delay their co-

ming. My firft thoughts were of taking up a Lodging,

which at that time were plentiful and cheap, ray fome

were offered me for nothing, with this Caveat, that when

the Galeons did come, I muft either leave them, or pay a

dear rate for them. A kind Gentleman who was the

Kings Treafurer, falling in difeourfe with me, promifed to

help me, that I might be cheaply lodg'd, even when the

Ships came, and Lodgings were at the higheft rate. He,

interpofing his Authority, went with me to feek one, which

at the time ofthe Fleets being there, might continue to be

mine. It was no bigger than would contain a Bed, a Ta-

ble, and a Stool or two, with room enough befide to o-

pen and (hut the Door, and they demanded of me for it,

during the forcfaid time of the Fleet, fixfeore Crowns,

which commonly is a fortnight. For the Town being

little and the Soldiers that come with the Galeons for

their defence at leaft four or five thoufand h befides Mer-

chants from Peru, from Spain, and many other places to

buy and fell, is the caufe that every Room, tho never fo

fmall, be dear, and fomctimes all the Lodgings in the

Town are few enough fo* fo many people, which at that

time meet at Portobel. I knew a Merchant who gave a

thcÜTand Crowns for a Shop of reafonable bignefs, to fell

his Wares and commodities that year that I was there, for

fifteen days only, which the Fleet continud in that

Haven. I thought it much for me to give the fixfeore

Crowns demanded' of me for a room, which was but

a Moufe-hole, and began to be trouble!, and told rher

Kings Treafurer that I had been lately robb'd at Sea,

and was not able to give fo much, befides charges

for my diet, which 1 tear'd would prove as much

more. But not a farthing would be abated of what

was ask'd \ whereupon the good Treafurer pitying me, of-'

fer'd to the ma^n of the houfe to
j
pay him three fc'ore

Crowns of it, if I was able to pay the reft, which

I muft do, or die lie in the Street. Yet till the

fleet did come, I would tiot enter into this dear

Hate,
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Hole, but accepting of another fair Lodging, which was
offered me for nothing. Whilft I th^s expeóted the Fleets
coming fome Mony and offerings I got for Maffes, and for
two Sermons which I preach'd at fifteen Crowns apiece.

I vifited the Caftles, which indeed feenfd to me very
lirongs but what moft I wondred at was to fee the
Requas of Mules which came thither from Panama laden
with Wedges of Silver s in one day Í told 200 Mules*
laden with nothing elfe, which were unladen in the pu-
blick Market place, To that there the heaps of Silver

Wedges lay like heaps of Stones in the Street, without any
iear of being loft. Within ten days the Fleet came, con-
fining of eight. Galeons, and ten

'
Merchants (hips, which

forced roe to ran to my Hole. It was a Wonder to fee the

Multitude of People in thoie Streets which the Week before

liad been empty.

Then began the Price of all things to rife, a Fowl to be
worth twelve Rials, which in the Main-Land before I had
often bought for one *•> a pound of Beef then was worth two
Rials, whereas I had had in other places thirten pound for

half a Rial, and fo of all other Provifion, which ivas

fo exceflive dear, that Í kriew not how to live but by
Fiih and Tortoifes, which there are very many, anjktho
fomevvhat dear, yet were the cheapen Meat I couldreat*

It was worth feeing how Merchants fold their Commo-
dities, no! by the Ell or Yard -, but by the Piece and Weight,
not paying in coin'd Pieces of Money, but in Wedges,
which were weighed and taken for Commodities/ This
Jailed but fifteen days, whilft the Galeons were lading with
Wedges of Silver, and nothing elfe •, fo that for thofe fif-

teen days, 1 dare boldly avouch, that in the world there

is no greater Fair than that of Portobel, between the Spanijb

Merchants, and rhoie of Pent, Panama, and other parts

thereabouts.

Whilft this traffick was, it hapned to me that which
I have formerly certified in my Recantation Sermon at

fauli Church, which if by that means it have cot come
to the knowledge of many^ I defire again to record it in

this
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this my Hiftory, that to all England it may be publifhM-,

which was that one day faying Mafs in the chief Church,

after the Confecration of the Bread, being with my eyes

(hut at that Prayer, which the Church oí Rome calls the

Memento for the dead, there came from behind the Altar

a Moufe, which running about, came to the very Bread or

Wafer god of the Papifts, and taking it in his mouth, ran

away with it, not being perceiv'd by any of the people

who are at Mafs, for that the Altar was high, by reafon

of the fieps going up to it, and the people far beneath.

But as foon as I open'd my ryes to go on with my Mais,

and perceived my God (loin away, I look'd about the

Altar, and faw the Moufe running away with it:, which on

a fudden did fo ftupifie me, that I knpw not well what

to do or fay,and calHng my Wits together, I thought that

if I (hould take no notice of the mifchance, and any body

elfe in the Church (hould, I might juftly be queftion'd by

the Inquiíition \ but if I (hould call to the people to look

for the Sacrament, then I might be but rebuked for my
Carelefnefs, which of the two I thought would bs

moi eafely born,then the Rigor of the Inquifition. Where-

upon not knowing what the people had feen, I turn'd my
felf to them, and call'd them to the Altar, and told

them plainly, that whilft I was in my Memento Prayers and

Meditations, a Moufe had carried away the Sacrament,

and that I knew not what to do* unleis they would help

me to find it again. The people call'd a Prieit that

was at hand, who prefently bought in more of his Coat,

and as if their God by this had been eaten up, they pre-

fently prepaid to find Aut the Thief, as if they would eat

up the Moufe that had fó affaulted and afaufed the» Gcd

;

they lighted Candles and Torches to find out the Male-

factor in his fecret Places of the Wall; and after much
fearching and inquiry for the facrilegious Beaft, they

found at laft in a Hole of the Wall the Sacrament half

eaten up, which with great Joy they took out, and as if

the Ark had been brought again from the Philiffks to

the Jfraelins, fo they rejoy'd for their new founa God,
whom
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whom with many people now reforted to the Church,
with many Candles and Torches, with joyful and fo-

lemn mufick they carried about the Church in Proceffiom

My (elfwas prefenton my knees, (baking and quivering

for what might be done to me, and cxpeding my Doom
and Judgment i as the Sacrament pafled by me, IobfervM

in it thenaaarks of the teeth of the Moufe as they are to be

feen in a piece of Cheefe gnawn and eaten by if.

This fisuck me with fuch Horror* that Icar'd not at

that prefent whether 1 had been torn in a thoufand pieces

for denying publickly that Moufe-caten God. I call'd to

my beft memory all philofophy concerning Subftancc and

Accident, and refolv'd within my felf, that what I ftw

gnawn was not an Accident, but fome real Subftance cat-

en and devoured by tint vermin, which certainly was fed

and nouriihed by what it had eaten, and Phylofophy well

teacheth, fubllantia cibi ( non accidentis ) convertitur in fub~

ftantiam aliti^ the fubftance (not the accident of the *ood

or Meat ) is converted and turned into the fubftance of

the thing fed by it and alimented : Now here 1 knew that

this Moufe had fed on fome fubftance, or elfe how could

the marks of the teeth fo plainly appear ? But no Papíft

will be willing to anfwer that it fed on the fubftance of

Chrifts body, ergp, by good confequence it follows that it

fed on the fubftance of Bread * and fo Tranfubftantiation

here in my Judgment was confuted by a Moufe \ which

mean and bafe Creature God chofe to convince me ofmy
former Errors, and made me now reiolve en what ma-

ny years before I had doubted, that certainly the point

of Tranfubftantiation taught by the Church of Rome* is

moft damnable and erroneous» for befide what before I have

obferved, it contradids that Philofophical Axiom,

teaching that dm contradictoria non pojfmt fmul & femel de

eodem verifican^ two Contradiäions cannot at once and at

the fame tirr^e be faid and verifted of the fame thing y

but here it was fov for here in Rome/ Judgement and Opi-

nion Chrifts body was gnawn andi eaten^ and at the fame

time the fame Body in another placey and on another

Álta#
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Altar in the hands of another Prieft was not eaten and
gnawn: Therefore here are two Contradi&ories verified of

the fame BodyofGhrift: to wit it was eaten and gnawn,
and it was not eaten and gnawn. Thefe Impreffions at

that time were fo great in me, that I reiolv'd in my
felf, that Bread really and truly was eaten on the Alar,

and by no means Chrifts glorious Body, which is in Hea*
ven, and cannot be on earth SubjeÄ to the Hunger or

Violence of a Creature. Here again I defirM with godly

David that I might have the wings of a Dtove to fly in-

to my Country of England, and there be fatisfied in this

point, and be at reft of Conscience. Here I refolv'd if

I had been queftion'd for my Carelefneis, or for my
Contempt of that Romijh Sacrament ( which I thought
would be the judgment of the Spaniards, who knew me
to be an Engji{h-man ) that I would facrifice willing-

ly my Life for the Proteftant Truth, which as yet I had
been no btherwife taught, but by that Spirit which ( as

Salomon well obferves ) in a roan is the Candle of the
Lord. I conceived here that this was fome Comfort to my
Soul which my good God would afford me in the way of
my travelling to Canaan, that I might more willingly

bear whatfoever Crofles might befal me in my way
to England. The Event of this Accident was not any
trouble that fell on me for it *, for indeed the Spani*
ards attributed it to the Carekfnefs of him who had
Care of the Altars in the Church, and not to any Con-
tempt in me to the Sacrament. The part of the Wafer
that was left after the Moufe had filled her belly, was
laid up after the folcmn Proceflion about the Church, in a
Tabernacle for that purpofe, that afterwards it might be
eaten up by fomaihungry Prieft. And becaufe fuch a high
contempt had been offered by a contemptible Vermin to
their Bread-god it was commanded through Portóhl that
day, that all the people ihould humble thettifelves and
mourn, and faft with Bread and Water only. Though I
fawl was not queftioned for the cafe, yet I fear'd where
there were fo many Soldiers and forain people, that by

fome
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fome or -other- 1 might be miíchkfed out of their blind

Zeal, whc-refore I thought it .not amifs for a day or two

to keep my Lodging. Von Carlos de Ibarra, the Ad-

miral of that Fleer, made great haftc to be gone 5

which made Merchants buy and fell apace, and lade the

Ships" with Silver Wedges/, whereof 1 was glad, for the

more they laded, the lefsl unladed my Purfe with buying

¿earProvifion, and fooner I hop'd tobe out of that unheal-

thy place, which of it felf is very hot, and fubjecä to breed

Fevers, nay Death, if the Feet be not preferv'd from wet,

when it rains v bat efpecially when the Fleet is there,

it is an [open Grave, ready to fwallow part of that

numerous people, which then refort to it, as was

feen the year that 1 was there, when about 500 Sol*

diersy
Merchants and Mariners, what with Fevers, and

the Flux caufed by too much eating of Fruit, and

drinking of Water, what with other diforders, loft

their Lives, finding it to be to them not Porto ldlo
%

but Porto malo. And this is ufual every year » therefore for

the relief of thofe that come tick from Sea, orJkktn

there, a great and rich Hofpital is in the Town,

with many Fryers, callM Ve la Capacha, or b} others De

JuandeVhs, whofe Galling and Profeffion is only to cure

and attend ou the fick, and to bear the dead to their

graves. The Admiral fearing the great ficknefs that year,

made hafie to be gone, not faring the Report of fome

three or four Holland or EngtifhShips abrond at Sea,

waiting (as was fuppofed) for fome good prize out oí

that great and rich Fleet. This news made nae fear,

and think of (¿curing my felf in one of the beft and

(transit Galeons > but when I came to treat of my pafTage

in one of them, I found I could not be carried in any

under 300 Crowns, which was more then I was able

to afford. With this I thought to addrefs my felf

to fome -Mafic* of a Merchants Ship, tho I knew I

could not be fo fafe and fecure in them, as in

a Galeón well mann'd with Soldiers, and Guns

of Brafs h yet I hop'd in God, who is a flrong

Refuge
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ilefuge to them that fear him, and now provided for

Tie a cheap and fure Paffage. For meeting one day

vith my Friend the Treafurer, he again pitying me as

i Stranger, and lately robb'd, commended me to the

Waiter of a Merchant Ship, calPd St. Sehaflian, whom
íeknew was defirousto carry a Chaplain with him at his

>wa Table.' I no*fooner addrefs'd mv felftohim, ufing

he Name and Favour of his and my Friend the Treafurer,

>ut prefently I found him willing to accept ofmy company,

)romifing to carry me for nothing, and to board

ne at his own Table, only for my prayers to God for

dm and his, offering further to give me fome Satisfa&ion

br any Sermons I ihould preach in his Ship. . I b!effed

?od, acknowledging in this alfo his Providence,, who
n all occafions further'd my return to England. The

¡hips being laden we fet forth for Canbagena and the

econd day we difcover'd four Ships, which made the

Merchant Ships, afraid, and keep clofe to the Galeonss.-

rufting to their Strength more than their own. The

Ship I was in, was fwift and nimble under tjie wings either

)fthe Admiral or of fome other of the beft Galeons h but all

he other Merchants Ships were not fo, but Come flowly came

>il behind, whereoftwo were carryed away by the Hollanders

n the night, before we could get to Cartagena.

The greateft Fear that poffefs'd the Spaniard? in this

/oyagc, was about the Ifland of Providence, called by

hem Sta Catarina, or St. Katharine, whence they

eared left lome English Ships ihould come againit them

vith great ftrength They cüifed the Englifb in it, and calFd

he Ifland a den of Thieves and Pirate?, wifliing the King
>f Spain would take fome courfe with it, or elfe that

t would prove very prejudicial to the Spaniards, lying near

he mouth of úitVefaguadero, and fo endangering the Fú-

;ats ofGranada^ and ftanding between Portobel and Car»,

agena, and fo threatning the Gakons, aud their' Kings
rearly and mighty Trcafure.

Thus with bitter Inve&ives againft the Englifh and the

fland of Providence^ wcfailMon to Canhägena^ whexe again

G g we

i
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we met with the four Ships which before had follow'd

us, and had taken away two of our Ships, and now at our
entring into the Port, threatned to have carried away
more of our Company s which they might have done, if

they would have venture upon the Ship ^wherein

I went, which at the turning about the Land point

to get into the Haven, ran afhore, which if it had been
rocky, as it was fandy and gravelly, had certainly

been caft away., by keeping too near the Land j from
which Danger by the Care of the Mariners, and their

aótive Pains, we were fafely deliver'd, as alfo from the

Ships which followed us as far as they durft for fear of the

Canon of the Cattle s and thus we entr'd into the Ha-
ven of Cartbagena, and ftay^d there eight or ten days,

where Ima with fome of my Country-men there Pri-

foners, who had been taken at Sea by the Spaniards ,

andbeiong'd to the If]md of Providence , among whom
was the renown'd Capt. Roufe and srbout a dozen
more, with whom I was glad to meet, but durft not

fhew them too much countenance, for fear of being

f ufpeéted j yet I foon got the good will of fome of them,

who being deftind to Spain, were very defirousto go in

the Ship wherein %|yent, which defire of theirs I further
5
d,

and was fuiter to my Captain to carry four of them,

which for my fake he willingly yielded to > amognft
'"thcie was one Edward Layfield ( who afterwards fet-

ting out of St. Lucar for England^ was taken captive

by the Turkf , and fince from Turkey writ into England to

me to help to releafe him ) with whom both at Cartbagena,

and in the way in the Ship I had great difcourfe concer-

ning. poirtts oíPteligion, and by him came to know fome
things profek'd \n England, which my Confcience ( while

I lived in America ) much inclined to; I was much ta-

ken with his Company, and found him vtry officious to

m?, whbft Kindnefs I requited by fpeaking for him in the

Ship to the Mailer and Mariners, who otherwife were for-

ward to abufe him and the xd\ of the EngHJh Company,

as prifonersand Staves*

At
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At Gärthagena we heard a report of do Sail of Hol-

landers waiting for the Galeons, which flruck no little

Fear into tfle Spaniards > who call'd a Council whether
our Fleet ihould winter there, or go unto Spain. It

prov'd but a falfe report of the Inhabitants of Car-
thagena, who for their own Ends and Lucre would
willingly have had the Ships and Galeons have ftaid there',

but Von Carlos de Ibarra reply *d, that he fear'd not
ioo Sail of Hollanders, and therefore would go on to
Spain, hoping to carry thither fafely the Kings Trea-
fure. Which he perform'd, and in eight days arriv'd at
Havana, where we flaid eight days longer, expe&ing
the Fleet from Pera Cruz. In which time I view'd well
that ftrong Caftle roann'd with the twelve Guns, call'd

the twelve Apodles, which would do little hurt to an Army
by Land, or marching from the River of Matanfos. IviGced
hew the Mother of that Mulatto, who had taken away all

my means at Sea, and fpent much time in eomforting
my poor Country-men the Prifoners, but efpecrally that
Gallant Capt. Roufe, who came to me to complain
of fome affronts which had been ofFer'd him by the Spa-
niards in the Ship wherein he came ^ which he not
being able to put up, though a Prifoher to them, de-
fired toqueftion in the Field, challenging his proud
contemners to meet him, if they durft in any place of the
Havana, (a brave courage in a deje<S'd and impriibn'd
Englilh-Mzn, to challenge a Spaniard in his Country, a
Cock on his own Dunghil, ) which as Toon as I under-
flood by Edward Layfield, I defir'd to take up, fearin^
that many would fall on him cowardly and mince him
fmallin pkces. I fent for him to the Cloiikr where!
lay ; and there I had Conference with him, prevailing fo far
that I made him defift from, his thoughts of going inca

the Field, and (hewing his Manhood in fuch a time and
Place, where his low Condition of a Prifoner might well
excufe him. The reft ofmy Poor Country-men were here
much difcourag'd, and in f me Want, whom I leliev'd

fefpecially layfidd) and encouraged. "as. much as i wa$
Gg2 able j.
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able. I chanced here fo have occafion to take a little

Phyfick before I went to Sea, and thereby I learn'd

what before I never knew, to wit, the Diet which on fuch

a day the beft Phyfieians of Havana prefcribe to their Pa-

tients. Whereas after the working ofmy Phyfick, I expeled

a piece of Mutton, or a Fowl, or fome other nouriíhing

meat, my Fhyfician left order that I fhould have a piece oí

roiled Pork, which feeming to me a diet contrary to

that days Extremity, I refufed it, alledging to my Do&or
the contrary courfe of all Nations, the Natural Quality

of that Meat to open the Body. To which he^ replied,

that what Pork might work on mans Body in other

Nations, it work'H not there* but the contrary ; and fo he

wiih'd me to feed on what he had prefcribed, affuring

me it would do me no hurt. Now as Hogs-Flefti there

is held to be To nouriíhing, fo likewife no other Meat

h more than it and Tortnifes, wherewith all the Ships make
their Provifion for Spain. The Tortoifes they cut out in

long thin Slices, as I have noted before of the Tagajos? and

dry it in the wind after they have well falted it, and fo ie

ferves the Mariners, in their Voyage to Spain , which

they eat boil'd with a little Garlick, and I have heard

them fay, that to them it tailed as well> as Veal. They

alforake into their Ships fome Fowls for the Mafters and

Captains tables, and live Hogs, which would feem e-

nough to breed Infe&ion in the Ship, had they not

care to waíh often the place where fuch unclean Beafts

lia In the Ship where I was Paflenger, was kilPd every week

one for the Mailers, Pilots, and Paflengers Table.

Thus all things being ready for the Ships Provifion to Spaing

and the Merchants Goods, and the Kings Revenue being

ihipt in nine days that we abode there v we now wan-

ted nothing, but the Fleet from Vera Cruz, which (hould

have met us there on the eighth oi September. But

&}ti Carlos de Ibarra? feeing it ftay'd longer than the

time appointed, and fearing the Weather, and the New
Moon, oí that Month which commonly proves dan-

gerous in the Golf of Bahama, refolv'd to ftay no longer,

but
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buttofet out to Spain. On a Sabbath-day therefore in

the morning we hoifed fails, (being in all feven and

twenty Ships with thofe which had met us there from

Honduras and the Iflands ) and one by One we fail'd out

ofthe Havana to the main Sea, where we that day wafted

about for a Wind, and alfo waiting for our Guide^

which was not yet come out of the Havana to guide us

through the Gulf of Bahama. But that night we wiih'd

our {elves again in (he Hnvana, thinking we were

compaffed about with a ftrong Fleet of Hollanders^ many
Ships came among us, which made us prov de for a Fight

in the Morning, A Council of War was call'd and all that

night Watch was kept, the Guns prepard, red Cloths hung

round the Ships, Orders fent about to the Gakons and

Merchants Ships what Pofture and Place tobe in. That

which I was in, was to attend the Admiral, which Ihop'd

would be a ftrong Defence to us Our men were coura-

gious and ready to Fight, though I liked not fuch Martial

bufinefs and difcourfe i but for me a place was prepaid

where I might lie fafe among fome Barrels of Bis-

kef. I had all the Night enough to do, to hear the Gonfef-

fionsof thofe in the Ship, who thought they could not die

happily with the ihot of a Holland Bullet, till they had

confefs'd their Sins to me, who towards Morning
had more need of Reft , than Fighting , after the

wearying my Ears with hearing fo many wicked, grie*

vous, and abominable Sins. But the dawning of the

day difcovered our caufekfs Fear, which was from Friends,

and not from any Enemies or Hollanders \ for the Ships

which were joyn'd to us in the Night, were as

fearful of us, as we of them, and prepar'a themfeives

likewife to Fight in the Morning, which iíiew'd us

their Colours , whereby we knew that they were the

Fleet which we expeéted from Vera Cruz* to go along

with us to Spain. They were two and twenty Sail,

which little thought to find us out of the Havana,
but within the Haven lying at Anchor , waiting for

their coming
3 and therefore in the Night ¿eaf'd

Gg3 -jis
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s much more than we them. But when the day cleai'd
°pr Doubts and Fears, then began the Martial Colours
to be taken down, the joyful Sound of Trumpets, with
the help of Neptmes Kingdoms eccho'd from Ship to
Ship, the Boats carried welcoming Meffages from one to
another, the Spanijh Brindis with buen Viaje, buen Pajfaje%was Generally cryed, che whole Morning fpent with
friendly Acclamations and Salutations. But in the midft
of this our Joy and Sea- greetings, we being now in
all two and fifty Sail, (yet we not knowing well how
many they were from Vera Cruz, nor they how ma-
?iy vye were from the Havana) two Ships were found
among*} us, (whcthctJEnglifh ox Hollanders, we could not
well difcover, but the Englijb Priioners with me told me
they thought one was a Ship of England call'd the Neptune)
which having got the Wind of us, fingl'd out a Ship of
ours which (belong'd to Dm\er\y *ná from S. Lucar or
Cales had been forc'd to the Kings Service in that Voyage
to fhe hdia\ laden with Sugars and other rich Commo-
dities, to the worth of at leaft 80000 Crowns, ) and
iuddenly giving her a whole broad fide ( receiving a
reply only of two Guns) made her yield, without any
bppe of help from fo proud and mighty a fleet, for that
Che was too far ftraggl'd from the reft of the Ships The
whole Buímcís laíied not above half an hpur, but pre-
íently (he was carried away from under our Nofes > the
Spaniards chang'd their merry Tunes into voto a ¿w, and
voroaChrifto, in raging, and curling and fwearing fome revi-
ling of the Captain of the Ship which was taken, faying
be wasfalfe, and yielded on purpofe without fighting, be-
caufe he was forced to come that Vovage * others curfing
thofethn took her, and calling them bijas de puta, Borra-
chos, infames Udmes, Baft.ards , Drunkards, infamous
Thieve?, arid Pirates i fonje taking their Swords in their
hands, as if they would cut them in pieces, fome laying'
hold of their. Muskets, as if they would there (hoot them,
others fiamping like mad men, and running about the
phij?, as if they wculd leap over bqrd, and make Jiaftc

i \ aftet



Chap. XXI. of the Weft-Indies. 457

after them i others grinning at the poor Englijb PiiCo"

ners that were in the Ship , as if they would nab them

for what f they faid ) their Couutry- Men had done. I muft

needs fay, I had enough to do to holdfome of thofe Furious

and raging brains from doing Layfield a mifchief, who

more than the reft would be fmiling, arguing, and an-

iwering their outragious Nonfencc. Order was prefently

given to the Vice Admiral and two more Galeons to pur-

fue them ; but all in vain, for the Wind was againft

them, and fo the two Ships laughing and rtjoyciog as

much as the Spaniards curfed and rag'd, fail d away con

Viento en Popa, with full Sail, Gallantly baafiing with lo

Rich a prize taken away from two and fifty Ship?, or ( as

I may fay) from the chiefeft and greateft ftrength of

Spain.
, ...

That afternoon the Fleet of Vera Cruz, took their leave

of us, C not being fumiftfd with Provifion to go on to

Spain with us ) and went into the Havana \ and we fet for-

ward to Europe, fearing nothing for the prefent but the

Gulf of Bahama, through which we got fafely with the

help and guidance of fuch Pilots, which our Admiral Von

Carlos had chofen, and hired for that purpofe.

t (hall not need to tell my Reader, of the fight which

we had of St. Augufrin, Florida, nor of the many Storms

we fuffer'd in this Voyage, nor of the many degrees we

came under, which made us {hake with cold more than

the Frofts of England do in the worft of Winter, only

I fay that the beft of our Pilots not knowing where

they were, had like to have betray'd us all to the Rocks

of Bermuda, one Night, had not the breaking of the day

given us Warning that we were running upon them. For

which the Spaniards inftead of giving God thanks for

their delivery out of thit Danger, began ggain to curfe

and rage againfi the Englijh-, which inhabited that lüand,

faying that they had indented that and .the reft of thofe

. Iflands about, and did lull with the Devil raife Stóm&n-

thofeSeas when the Spanijf^ktt pafs'd thatW brum

thence when we had iafcly efcap'd, we fail d well t^

Gg4 we
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the ¡(lands eall'd Terceras , where fain we would have

taken in frähWater, (for that which we had taken in
at Havana, now began to ftink, and look yellow, making
us ftop our Nofes, whilft we open'd our Months, )but
rigid Don Carlos would not pity the reft of his Company,
who fed .us by the lílands^ and the Night following we
all wiilid our felves in Tome Harbour of them \ for
( though in their conceit thofe ¡Hands were not inden-
ted by Ettgljjh-Mzúi but inhabited by holy and Idolatrous
Papifts) wc were no fooner got from them, when there
cofe the greateft Storm we had in all our Voyage from
Havana to Spain, which lafted full eight days, where
we loft one Ship and indanger'd two Galeons, which fliot
off their warning-pieces for Help, and made us all flay and
wait on them, till they had repair'd their Tackling and
main-Mail. We went on fomctimes one way, fomenmes
another, not well knowing where we were, drinking our
ftinking water by allowance ofPints, till three or four days
after the fiorm wasceafed, we difcovei'd Land, which made
all cry out, Hifpania, Hifpania, Spain, Spain', whilft a
Council wasfümmón'd by the Admiral to know what Land
that was i Tome fold away Bisket, others Water, to
thofe that wanted ( every one thinking that it was fome
part of Spain ) but the lefulc of the wife Council was, after
they had fail'd nearer the land, and had laid and loft
many Wagers about it, that it was the ffland of Madera,
which made fome curfe the Ignorance of the Pilots, and
made all us prepare our felves with Patence for a longer
Voyage, It pleas'd God from the difcovery of this Jfland,
to grant us :a favorable Wind to Spain, where' within li -

days we diicover'd p/«^and feme of the Ships there left
'

us, but oioliof.-ifaem went for San Lmar, as did the
Ships>hcrcin ¡went > when vpe came near the dangerous
Place, which the Spaniardscül La Barra, we durft not ven-
tare our Shijps oh .our pi lots'own knowledge * but call'd for
Pilots to Guide os in, who greedy of Lucre' came out
in Boats émoíl for every Ship om, November 28, 1 637. we
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caft Anchor within St. Lucar de Barameda about one of the

clock after noon, and before Evening other Paffengers

and my felf went a (hoar ( having fir ft been fearch'd ) and

thought I might prefently have gone to the Glojfter of S. Vo-

minic\ where my old Frier Pablo de Londres was yet living,

whom I knew would be glad ofmy coming from the Indias,

yet I thought fit the firft Night to enjoy my Friends both

Spaniards and Englijh, (who had come fo long a Voyage

with me ) in fome Ordinary, and to take my Reft better

abroad than I ihould do in a Cloiftcr, where I aqpe&ed

but a poor Friers Supper, a hard and mean Lodging, many

Fooliih Queftion* from old Frier Pablo concerning the

India's and my abode there fo many years, and finally

the noife ot Bells and Ratks to roufe the drowfie Friers

from their Sleep to Matins at Midnight. That Night there-

fore I betook my felf to an Englijb Ordinary, where I re-

freih'd my felf and my poor Prifoners, ( who by the Mafiei

of the Ship were commited to my Charge that Night and

forward on my Word, fo as to be forthcoming when

they ftiould be calFd^) and next Morning I ient my
honeft Friend Layfield with a Letter to the Cloiikr to old

Pablo de Londres^ who on my Summons came joyfully to

welcome me from the Indias, and after very little difcourfe

told me of Ships in the Haven ready to fet out for En-

gland. The old Frier being of a decrepit and doting age^

thought every Day a Year that I ftay'd there, delaying

my Voyage for England, and( not knowing thefecrets of

my Heart ) judgd already that the Converíion or turning

ofmany Proteftant Souls to Popery waited my coming,

which made him haften me, who was more deiirous than

he to be gone next day, if I might have found Wind,

Weather and Shipping. But God, who had been with

me in almoft 90 days failing from Havana to San Lu-

car and had deliver'd me from many a ii©rm, prepared

and furthered all things in a very ihort time for the laft

áccompliíhment of my Hope and delire, to return to En-

gland my native Soil, whence I had been abfent almoft-

four and twenty years.
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My fifft thought here in St. Lmar, was to caft off now

my Friers Weed, that outward Sheepskin, which covers

many a wolviih, greedy and covetous heart, which
doubtlefsis the Ground, why in Germany, in the Proteftant

and Lutheran Towns, when the Boys and young-men fee a

Frier go along ftreets, they cry out to the Neighbours,
faying, a Wolf, a Wolf, (hut your doors h meaning, that

tho what they wear feem tobe pellis ovina, or agnina, a

Sheep or Lambskin and their Condition of mortified,hunnble

and meek men, yet under it is cor Lupinum, aWolves'
heart, greedy offeme Prey, either worldly, of wealth and
Riches, or fpiritual, of feducing, deceiving and mifleading

poor Souls. Such was the Habit, which novir I defiiM

to (hake off, which was a white Coat or Gown hanging
to the ground girt about with a leathern Belt, and over

it from the fhoulders downward a white Scapulary (fa

calPd ) hanging (horter than the Gown both before

and behind, and over that a white Hood to cover the Head
and laftly, over that a black Cloak with another black Hood»
both which together, the black and white make the Friers

of that Profeffion look juft like Mag-pies, and acknowledge
by the Church of Rome itfelf in a verfe which they feign

of Martin Luther? ("with what ground I know not )
faying of bis former Life and Profeffion before his Con-
verfion, Bis Corvus, bis Fica fui, ter fune ligatut. I was
twice a Crow, twice a Magpie, and thrice was bound or

tycd with a Cord ; by a Crow meaning an AugufUm
Frier, who is all in black > by a Magpie, meaning a Domu
nican\ and by bound with a rope or Cord, meaning a

Frdncifcan, who indeed is girt about with a Cord of

hemp. Though the Dominican Magpie by this his Habit

make a Glofs and Underflanding, contrary to his Life

and Convention i for by his outward black Habit,
; he faith, is figniñed an outward (hew of Deadnefs and.

Mortification to the world, and by his inward white Habit

an inward Purity and Chaflity of heart, thoughts and

life-, both which iruly are .little feen, in thofe Friers

dpecially, who oucwaildly aré wordly, and living to the

world
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world, covetous and ambitious of Honours, Preferments,

Biihopricks, and places oí publick reading and preaching %

and therefore have obtain'd many places of authority,

as by the laws of Aragón to be the King of Spain his

Ghoftly father, to be Matters of the Popes Palace, and

thereto read a LeiTon of Divinity, to be chief Heads of the

Inquifition, and from thefe Places to be promoted to

the Counfel of State in Spain, or to be Cardinals in Rome,

and fo Popes, or to injoy the richeft and fatteft Biihop»

ricks and Arch-Biihopricks in Spain, Italy, and India's,

which (hews how little they are dead to the World, nay

how they are living to the World and its Preferments, con^

trary to the Black and dead Colour of their Habits. So like-

wife do they not live according to the whitenefs of their

inward Habit, whofe Lives are impure and inchaft, as*

I could exemplifie at large, (hewing what bafe and

unclean A6ts have been committed by fome of that Pro-

feffion in the Low Countries, Spain, the India's, Italy

nay here in England by one Dade, the Superior of them,

one Popbam well known to be a good fellow, and at

this day abiding in the Spanifh Houfe, by one Crafts

and others, which would be too too long a Digreflion from

the Whitenefs of their Habit. But I applying the Allegory

of this Black and white Habit otherwife to my felf,

in the outward black part of it fee the Foulnefs and

Filthinefs of my Life and Idolatrous Piiefthood in the exer-

cife of that Profeffion and Orders, which from Rome I

received v and in the white inward Habit confidering

the Purity, and Integrity of thofe Intentions and thoughts

of my inward Heart> in purfuarce whereof I had left

what 1 have noted, yea all America, which, had I

continued in it, might have been to me a Mine of Wealth,

Riches and Treaiure sand refolve here to cait off chat

hypocritical Cloak and Habit, and to put on fuch

.Apparel' .whereby I might no more appear a Wolf in.

fheepskin, but might go boldly to my Country of

England, to (hew and make known the Candor of

my Heart, the purirv and Since* ity of my Thought?,

by
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by a pablick Profeffion of the pure Truths of the Gofpel,
without any Invention or Addition of Man. With
the fmall ^neans therefore left me after fo long and
almoft r whole years Journey from Fetapa to St. Lu~
car( having yet 4>out a hundred Crowns ) I gave .Order
for a fute of Cloaths to be made by an Englijh Taylor,
which I willingly put on, and prepare my felf for En-
gland. Three or four Ships were ready, who had only
waited for the Fket, to take in fome Commodities,
efpecially fome Wedges of Silver, of which I was with old
fablode Londres^ in doubt which tochoofe. The firft that
went out was thought ihould have been my Lot, in whicfv
my friend Layfeld imbarkd himfelf ( for all the Englifh
Prifoners were there freed to go home to their Country )
aud from which the Providence of God diverted me» or
elfe Ibad been this day with Layfield

'

ar Slave in Turkey \

for next day after this Ship fet out, it was taken by
the Jurkfj and carried away Prize, and all the Englifh
in it Prifoners to Argiers* But God (who I hope had
referv'd me for better things, ) appointed for me a fa-
far Convoy home in a Ship (as I was informed ) belon-
ging tqSit William Curtin, under the command ofan honeft
Fkmming^ nam'd Adrian Adrianzen living at Dover then,
wkh whom I agreed for my Paffage and Diet at his Table,
This Ship fet out of the Bar of St. Lucar the ninth day after

my Arrival there, where it waited for four Ships
more, but efpecially for fome Indian Wedges of Silver,

which upon Forfeiture of them it durft not take in within
the Bar and Haven,

Thus being cloatfvd after a new fafiiion and
ready to lead a new Life; changed from an American
to an Epglijh-WWi the tenth day after my abode
in San Lucar> I bad adieu to Spain and all Spamjh Fa-
(liions, and Factions, and to my old Frier Pablo de
Londres^ with the reft of my acquaintants, and fo in a
Boat went ova the Bar to the Ship, which that night in

company of four more kt forward for England. I might
obfctve fceie many things oftheGoodmfs of Adrian Adri-

amn.
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anzen, and his good Carriage to me in his Ship, which I

will omit, having much more to obferve of the Goodneís

ofGod, who Favoured this our voyage with fuch a profpe-

rous Wind, and without any Storm, that in thirteen

days we came to Dover, where I landed, the Ship going

on to the Downs. Others that landed at Margate were

brought to Dover, and there Queftion'd and fearch'di but

I, not fpeaking Englijh, but $panifh,vn$ not at all fufpe&eA»

nor judg*d to be an Englifb Man ; and fo after two days

I took Poft in company of fome Spaniards arid an Irijh

Colonel for Canterbury and fo to Gravefend. When I

came to London, I was much troubled within my felf faff

want ofmy Mother tongue, ( for I could only (peak fome

broken words) which made me fear I (hould not be acknow-

ledged to be an Englijh-Mm born.Yet I thought my kindred

( who knew I had been many years loft ) would fome way

or other acknowledge me, and take notice of me, if at the

firft I addrefs'd my felf to fome of them, till I could

better exprefs my felf in Euglijh. The firft therefore oí

my name, whom I had notice of, was my Lady Venelop

Gage, Widow of Sir John Gage, then living in Sr. Jones-

to whom next morning after my arrival to Loudon, Jad*

drefs'd my felf for better difcovery of my Kindred *

whom though I knew to be Papifts, and therefore

ought not to be acquainted with my inward Purpofe and Re-

folution % yet for fear of fome Want in the mean time, and

that I might by their means pra&ife my felf in my for-

gotten native Tongue, and that I might enquire what

GhiiAs part had been left me by my Father, that 1 might

learn Fafhions, and laftly that 1 might fearch into the

Religion of England, and find how far my Gonfcience

could agree with it, and be fatisfied in thofc Scruples

which had troubld me in America, for all thtfe Rea-

fons I thought it not amifs to look and enquire af-

ter them. When therefore I came to my Lady Gage
y

(he believ'd me to be her Kinfman, but laugh'd at

me, telling me, that I ipake like an Indian or Welch

Man, and not like an Englijh-Mm \ yet (he welcomed me
home,
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home, and fent me with a Servant toa Brother Lodging
in Long Atyr> who being in the County of Surry, and
hearing ofme, fent Horfe and Man for me to come to keep
Chriftmas with an Uncle of mine living at Gatton *, by
whom as a loft and forgotten Nephew, and now after four

and twenty years return'd home again, I was very kindly

entertained, and from thence fent for to Cham, to one
Mr. Fromand another Kinfman, with whom I continued

till Twelfth- day, and fo return cl to London to my
Brother.

Thus my good Reader, thou feeft an American, through

many dangers by Sea and Land, now fafely arriv'd in E«-
gland, and thou may ft well with me obfervc the great

and infinite Goodneis and Mercy of God towards me a

wicked and wretched Sinner. I (hall only give thee fome

ihort Rules towards undemanding the Poconcbi or Indian

Language, and fo conclude.

Some
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Some brief and port Gtyles for the better lear-

ning of the Indian tongue calFd Poconchi

or Pocoman, commonly ufed about Guate-

mala^wd fome other parts of Honduras.

ALthough it be true that by the daily convention
which in moli places the Indians have with the
Spaniards, they for the moil part underftand the

Spanifh tongue in common and ordinary words, fo that

a Spaniard may (ravel amongft them, and be underftood
in what he calleth for by fome or other of the Officers,

who are appointed to attend upon all fuch as travel and
pafs through their Towns $ Yet becaufe the perfed know-
ledge of the Spanijh tongue is not fo common to all Indians

both Men and Women, nor fo generally fpoken by them as

their own, therefore the Priefts and Friers have taken pains

to learn the Native tongues of feveral places and Coun,
tries, and have ftudied to bring them a form and me-
thod of Rules, that fo the ufe of them may be continued to

fuch as ihall fuccetd after them. Neither is there any one
language general to all places, but fo many feveral and
different one from another, that from Chiapa and Zoquer

$

to Guatemala, and San Salvador^ and all about Honduras^
there are at leaft eighteen feveral Languages h and in this

diftrid fome Friers who have perfe&ly learned fix or
fevenof them. Neither in any place are the Indians taught
or preached unto but in their Native and Mother- tongue,
which becaufe the Prkft only can fpeak, therefore are they
fo much loved and lefpcäed by the Natives. And although

fo?
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for the time Hived there, I learned and could fpeak in

two feveral tongues, the one calPd Chacciquel, the other

Paconchi or Pocoman, which have fotne connexion one with

another \ yet the Foconchi being the eafieft, and mofi elegant,

and that wherein 1 did conflantly preach and teach, J

thought fit to fet down fome rules of it, ( with the Lords

Prayer, and a brief declaration of every word in it ) to

witnefs and fefiifie to pofterity the truth of my being in

thofe parts, and the Manner how thofe Barbarous tongues

have, are, and may be learned.

There is not in the Foconchi tongue, nor in any other the

diverfity of declenfions, which is in the Latine Tongue; yet

there is a double way of declining all Nouns, and con-

jugating all Verbs, and that is with divers Particles, accor-

ding to the words beginning with a Vowel ora Confonant^

neither is there any difference ofCafes, but only fuch as the

faid particles or fome Prepofitions may¿diftinguiíh
;

The Particles for the words or Nouns beginning with

a Confonant, are as followeth.

Sing. Nu, A>Ru. Plural. Cay Ata, §ui tacqmi As for

example, Fat fignifíeth a Houfe, andT¿* fignitieth Father,

which are thus declined. .
*

Sing Nnpat my Houfe, m
Apat thy Houk.Rupat, his

Boufe. Plu?aL Capat our Houfe, Apatía your Houfe, guipAt

tacqtte their Houfe,

Sing* Nh$o$ my Father, Am thy Father, Rutath\%

Father. Plural Cam our Father, Atata your Father-,

Mitatacqui their Father. Thus are declind Nouns

Scanning with a Confonant. As,-$*e¿, a Horie, Mj-

ÁM toW** &0
-
Hnh

>
B00k °r PW N^??'

Abé Kuhuk Málé, Egg, Numotoh, Amolob,i Rumolok

Pokm, Head, Nubolom, Aholom, Ruholom, Cbi, Mouth,

Nmhi Achi, Kuchu Gam, Haná, Nucam, Acam, Rucam.

Chac
'

Fleih, Nuchac, Achac, Rncbac. Car. Fiih, Nucar,

Acar Rucar. Cacar, Acorta, guicartaqne. Cbacquil,

Body or Fkfh of Mzx\,Nt4cbaqml, Achaqml, Rucbaquil,

CachacQHihAcbaqmlta^dchaquihacqH^

Some words there are which are pronounced like */,

which
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which are written not with f/, but with this kucr t^
peculiar in that tongue ; as tfi dog, tfiquin bireh^ Nmft
my Dog, Atfi thy Dog, Rutfi his Dog •, Catfi our Dog,
-¿i/?ta your Dog, ignitft tacque their Dog. Nuffiqum,

my Bird, Atfiqmn thy Bird, Rutfiqutn^ his Bird á C¿?f-

/fyróf our Bird, Atfiquinta> your Bird, J£#?7/? qmntacqm

their Bird.

There are no íeveral terminations for cafes, as in Larín i

but the cafes are diftinguiihed with iome particles or prepo-

fitions^ as for example. The houfe of Peter^ Rupati Pedro
y

putting the poiMors name, and the particle Rn, which
is apoffeffive. So for the dative, and the particle Ke, as for

example, give to Peter his Dog, Chaye re Pedro Rutfi. For

the accufative, when it is motion to a place, or elfe not,

add Chi ¡ as for example , I go to the houfe of Peter^ ^uino

chi mpat Pedro. The Vocative admitted) of this particle ^ ah,

or ba, of wiihing, or calling, as O my fon, or ho my fon,

Ah vacun, or ha vacw?. The Ablative keeping üill the fame
termination with the Nominative, is expreffed with feme
prepofition or other, as in my mouth, Fanmuchi i with my
hand, chi nucam. In lignifying I, is undeclinable, as alio Atf

fignifying you, or thou. The poifeffive Mine isalfo unde-
dinablev as vichin^ mine, or for me ^fo thine, or for thee,

ave. Where note that in this Tongue there is non?, but v>

or», are pronounced as m, as though we pronounce wacun
my fon, wkhin mine or for me, awe thine or for thee , we
write v$cun^ vichin ave.

The particles or letters which ferve for Nouns beginning

svithavowel, are asfolloweth* Singul. V. Av. 21, Plural.

£ or J>. Av. ta. C. or qu. tacque, as for example, Acutí

[ignifieth fon, Ixim Corn, Ochoch likewife houfe, whrchate
thus declined.

Sing, Vacun my fon, Avacnn^ thy fon, Racun his fen.

PI. Cacm our fon, Avacunta your fon^ Cacuntacque their fon»

Sing. Vixim my corn, Avmm thy corn, Rixim his

:orn» Plural, jguixim our corn, Avkimta your corn,

^uixim tacque their corn*

Sing, Fbcocb fny howfe^ Avococh thy hemfc, Kochch his

H h foufe*
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houfe» Plural. Cochoch our houle, Avochocbta yourhoufe*

Cocbochtaque their houfe.

So likewiíe are varied or declined Abix, (ignifying a

plantation,or piece of ground fown. Acal earth or ground.

Vkuy alfo earth or ground. Achacb-, hen. Save only': that

the words beginning with I, admit qu^ in the firft and third

perfon plural 5 the reft admit for ihe fame perfons plural,

C only.

And as thus I have obferved for thp varying or declining

of Noui $, fo alfo do all the Verbs admit of fevera! parricles

for their conjugating, according as they begin either with a

vovel or confonant,

Thoie that begin wiih a Confonant have fomet^hat like

the Nouns thefe Articles following.

Sin. Nh¡ N¿, Iwa.Plural Inca, Nata, Inqmtacque. As
for example, Locoh to love*

Sing. Nulocob , I love, Nalocoh thou loveft, Inrulocoh he

Jowetlr, Plural. Incaloceh we love, Nalocbota, ye love,:

Inqmlocohtacque they love.

Nuroca or Nurapa^ I whip or beaiv Nareco or Norapa^

thou whippeft or beateft > Inmreca, or Inrurapa> he whip-

peth or beateth. Plural. Incaroca or lnc*rapa¡ we whip or

beat. Narecata^ or Narapata> ye whip or beat h Inquiwcba-

taehe or Inqmripatacque, they whip or beat,

Nutfiba I write, Natfiba thou writeft, Inrutfiba he

writeth. Plural Incatftba 9
we write, Natftbata ye write,

Inquitfibatacque , they write.

There is no preterimperfed: tenfe, n or preterpluperfeét

tenfe j but the preierperfeä: tenfe ftandeth for thenr, neither

is there any future, but the preient tenfe expreffeth it, and

isunderitood for it, according to the fenfe of the difcourfe,

as Nulobo Fedror I love or will love Peter. Ttnulocob^ I
love thee, or I will love thee. Yet iometimes for fuller ex-

preflion of the future tenfe, is added this Vtrb, Inval will,

Nava thou wilt, Inta he will \ as Inva nulocob Pedro I will

love Peter.

The—pijticles foj? the Preterperfeefc tenfe are as;

follow ;

Sing.
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Sing. Ixnu, xa> ixru V Plural. Ixca, xata, ixqui tacque*

Where note, that in all thefe particles, and in all this lan-

guage, the letter x is pronounced like Jb, as ixnu like ijhnuj

xa, Mkcfoa, ixtu like ijhm, ixca like ijhca y
and fo torth.

Preterperf. Sing. Ixnulocoh I have loved, xalocobthou haft

loved, ixmlocoh he hath loved. Plural lxcdocak we have

loved, xalocab ye have loved, ixquilocobtacque they have

loved. And fo ofthe Verbs above.

The particles for the Imperative mood are theft follow-

ing.

For the Singular number, and fecond perfon ChaJot the

third perfon lingular Cbim, for the firft perfon plural Chica,

for the fecond Chata, for the third Cbiqui tacqm \ as for

example: Cbalocob love thou, Chmtlocuh let him love»

Plural, Cbkalocob let us love, Chalocohta love ye, Chiquito»

eohtacque
s

let them love. And fo of the left of the Verbs

above.

The Optaiive Mood is the fame with the Indicative, ad-

ding to it this particle la, which íígnifieth as much as

Vtinam, or Would to God, as Nalocob ta Z>/ar, would God
thou love God : Ixnulocoh ta Vio$, would God 1 had loved

God.
TheConjunftive Mood alfoisthe fame with the Indi-

cative^ adding to it this particle and prepofitlon vei and

ta, If. As for example, vei nahcoh ta Dios, if thou love

God, vei ixtitthcoh ta Vios, if I had loved God.

There is no Infinitive Mocd, but the Indicative faveth

for it. As ^uinchol tmtfiba I can write. §>uinqmmi íígni-

fieth to die. Nurach I defire, Nureach qmnquimi I defire to

die.

Note further, tjhat in all Verbs A&ives, when Me asid

Thre are expreffed as the Accufative cafe following (he

Verb; they are coupled to the perfon that doth or goeíh be-

fóte the verb, by thete two particles for the prefent tenfe,

ghtin me, ti thee, and fox the pretcr perfeófc tenfe, xin me,

¡xti thee ? as for example.

guinalocob thou loveft riie, xinalocob thou had loved me,

Minrálúcé thetá wilt love me, quinalocbota love me, Oí

U ha !
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I pray God thou love me, vei quinalocob, if thou love me,

vei exinakcob if thou haft or hadft loved me, (¡uinaracb nalo*

cob }
thou defireft to love me. So for the Second perfon being

the Accusative, Tinuhcob I love thee , ixtinulocob I have

loved thee, tiranulocob I will love thee, tinulocohta pray

God I love thee, vei tinuhcob if I love thee, vei ixtinulocob^

if I have or had loved thee, iinuracb nuhcob I defire to

love thee.

Note further, that thefe two Verbs, ^uincbol, which
fignifieth, I can, or am able, and Inva which fignifieth, I

will, when they are put with, other Verbs of whatfoever

perfon, they arc elegantly but imperfonally in the third

perfon Singular. As for example

;

Inckilnuhcoh I can love, inra nulocob I will love, ixra

ixnulocob 1 have been willing to love, ixebol ixnulocob I have

been able to love, tichol nulocob I can love thee, tira nulocob

1 will love thee.

The Letters or particles for Verbs beginning with a

Vowe!, are thefe that follow.

Sing Inv. Nav. Int. Plural, Inqu. or Inc. Nan ta> Inqu

tacque, or Inc tacque. As for example, Ega fignifieth to de-

liver, which is thus formed :

Sing. Inveha I deliver, Navega thou delivereft, Inrefa

hedelivereth. Plural. Inquega, we deliver, Navefataycddi-
ver, Inquega tacque they deliver.

A is a fimple, figoifying to wifli or delire, or will a

thing, which is never found withopt thefe particles.

Sing. Inva I will, Nava thou wilt, Inra, he will. Plural.

Inca we will, Navata ye will, Inca tacque they will, hereh
to hear. Invivireh I hear, navivirech thou heareft, inrivi-

reb he heareth. Plural. Inquivinh we hear, navivirehta

ye hear, Inquivinh tacque they hear.

Thus have I briefly kt down the way ofdeclining all forts

of Nouns, and conjugating all forts of adive Verbs of this

tongue, it reoiaineth now that I fpeak of Verbs Paffives,

their forming, and their conjugating ivith like particles. The
Verbs Paffives being of divers terminations, are diverfly

formed. Commonly thofe that end with an A, cut off

the
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fhe-rfin the Paffive, and to thelaft confonant add hi. As
for example ; Huroca I whip or beat, the paffive is ghtinro-

ch'u So Nurapa I whip or beat, in the paffive is ghiinrapbL

Except Nutfiba, I write, which changeth ¿, into i».

guintfimhi I am written. Thofe that end in oh change oh

into onhis as Nulocoh I love, §h¡inloconhi I am loved. So

thofe that end in ch> do change ch into fe¿, as Invivinh I

hear, §uinivirhi I am heard i Nucata 1 teach, §htincuthi I

am taught, by the firft rule. But thofe that end in gH

( where note this letter g or c, with a tittle under it, is

pronounced like/¡) change the a into í¿¿. As for example,

Invega I deliver, Quinogibi I am delivered. Nucamga
I kill, ^¡ficamcihil am killed: Thofe that end in ¿c¿&,

add ¿iin the paffive, as Nugacb I forgive, in the Paffive

maketh ¡gntngacchi I am forgiven. The particles that

vary or conjugate the Verbs Paffives, are thefe follow*

¡ng:

Sing. JWtf, */, in. Plural Coh, or C0, tita quitacque*

As for example ;

§hiiloconhi) I am loved , tihconhi thou art loved,

inroconhiy he is loved. Plural. Coloconhi, we are loved,

tiloeonbita ye are loved
,

quiloconhi tacque they are

loved.

§>umrocbi I am beaten or whipped, tirochi thou art beaten

or whipped, inrochi he is beaten or whipped. Plural

Ctrocbi we are beaten or whipped, tirochita ye are beaten

or whipped, quirochi tacque they are beaten or whip-
ped.

The particles for the Preterperfed tenfe are thefe follow*

ing;

Sing XiH, ixii , ix. Plural Xoh- or peo, ixú ta¡ xi

tacque. As for example

:

Sing. Xinloconbi I have been loved , ixnloconhi thou
haft been loved, ixloconhi he hath been loved. Plural

Xoloconbi we have been loved, ixtiloconbita ye have
been loved, xiloeonh^ tacque they have been loved,

Xinrocbi I have been whipped or beaten , ixtirocbi

thou haft been whipped or beaten, ixrochi Jie hath

H h % been
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been whipped or beaten. Plural. Xorochi or Xobrothi we have
been whipped orbeaten,.fcffr0c&¿*¿yehave been whipped
or beaten, xirocbitacque they have been whipped or beaten.

The Imperative Mood is thus

:

Tilocmhi, be thou loved, Chilocmb^ let him be loved.

Plural. Chkaioconho, let us be íoved, Tiloeonhota, be ye

lo^ed, Chiquihoonho tacque, let them be loved. Where you
fee the particle hi is changed into bo.

The Optative Mood» and the Conjun&ive are after the

manner of the Verbs Aéitves, by putting to ta in the Opta-

tive, and vet in the Conjunctive. As for example.

Jguinloconhi ta, I pray God I be loved. Itloconhl ta, I pray*

God thou be loved* Inloconhtta, \ pray God he be lovedi

Cohloconbha
)

I pray God we be loved h Tiloconhitata, I pray

God ye be loved, §¡mloconbitatacque¡ I pray God they be

loved.

So in the preterperfeéfc tenfe taonly is added: as for

example.

Xinloconbi ta, would to God Í have or had been loved,

IxtUoconhtta, pray God thou haft or hadft been loved, loclo-

conbita, pray God he have or had been loved. Plur. Xfe

loconbita, pray God we have or had been loved, Ixtiloconbi-

ta ta, I pray God ye have or had been loved, Xiloconhi ta

tacqm, I pray God they have or had been loved. Where

note chat the particle ta, if any other word or Sentence be

put wirh the Verb, may be put before the Verb, as Nim ta

guinloconhu I pray God I be greatly loved. Qtherwife if

the Verb be alone, ta is placed after it.

The Conjundive Mood is thus, Vet Quinloconh^líl be

loved, Vti tiloconhi >
ifthou beloved, and fo forth.

This is ail, which commonly is taught concerning this

tongue. In which grounds he that is perfed in, and hath a

Dictionary of the ieveral words of it, may foon learn to

fpeakit. As I (hall undcrftand by my beft friends, that there

is adefire of fuither printing a Dictionary, 1 fhall fatisfie

thdr defkes, and apply my felf unto it. Thefe few ruks

for the prcfent I have thought fit to print, for curiofity fyke,

and that it may appear, how eafie the Indian tonguesw to
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be learned. I (hall conclude this unparrellePd work, with the

Lords prayer in that tongue, and with a brief explication

Cam taxah vilcat i Nimta incahargthi avi ;
Inédita Avt-

hamtpan Cana. Invantvita nava yabvir vapacal, be invan-

taxah. Chaye runa cakubunta quib viic > Nagachtamac, he

incagaebve quimac ximacquivi chiqubh Macoacana chipam^

catacchybi* Coavegata china unche tftri, mani qiiiro, be inqni

Amen. ....
SotcCatat, according to the rule of declining Nouns, is

the firft perfon plural, which is known by the panicle Ci,

added to T*t, vyhich fignifieth father ; and Catat is our father.

Taxah figni^cth Heaven > it k put before the word or verb

vileal, for more elegancy fake, and for better placing of it,

contrary to the Latin and Englifh, where ex, or art, is put be-

fore m crtis, or in Heaven. Likewife it is put without a pre-

pofition, contrary to the Greek, Latin and Engtiih: for in this

tongue many times the prepofitions are omitted and un-

derftood.

Vilcat fignifieth a, or art: it is the fecond perfon ot the

Verb,, Sum.esjui, which is a Verb Anomal, and conjugated

after the rule of Verbs above. As for example, Vilquin, 1 am,

Fi'/c^tbou art, Villi, he is. PI. Vtlcob, weare,Fi/c<m*,yeare5

Vilque tacque, they are. The preterperied tenfe, Xinvi,l have

been, IxtivK thou halt been, Ixvi, he hath been. Plural

Fobvi, we have been Ixtivita, ye have been, Xhi tacque,

they have been. Imperative, í¿w, or Tovo, be thou '<> Chivi

or Chivo, let him be. Plural Cohvi ta or Cobvo, ta, let us be *,

Tivita or Tivota, be ye *, $uivi ta or guivo ta tacque, let

them be. The Optative and Gonjun&iveare according to

the Rule above, by adding ta or vei, to the prefent tenfe, and

preterperfed, tenfe of the ind icative Mood

.

Nim-ta Incabargibi which fignifieth, 1 pray God may

be greatly magnified. Vim fignifieth great or greatly, fa is

optantis, or of wiftiing, heabarchihi, is the third perfon ofthe

Verb Jgnincdharcibi, which fignifieth to be magnified or ex-

tolled \ and is formed according to the rule above, from

the a&ive Verb., Nucaharga, to magnifie or extol by

H h 4 changing

» i
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changing the laft ^ into ibi, and adding quin theparticle

ofthePaffive.

Avi thyname. PKfignifyeth name, and according to
the rule above for Nouft* beginning with a Confonat a is

the particle of the fecond perfon.

Inédita ainhaurir let come thy Kingdom, is the proper
cxpreffion of this in tnglijh. Inchali, is the third perfon
of the Verb ^uinchali, which fignifieth to come, Ta
h as before optantes , or of wUhing. Ihauri or Ihauric,
íígnifieth Kingdom. Av, added, iheweth the fecond
perfon.

fan cana % upon our heads. This is a peculiar expreífion
In that tongue > which ( as all other tongues ) hath many,
phrafes, firange exptfeffions, proper elegancies and circum-
locutions* Whereof this is one

5 to fay, Let thy Kingdom
come upon our heads, tarn or fan, is a prepofition,
fignifying in, or within, or upon, Na fignifieth head v

Nuna, my head, Cana, our head, according to the rule
above: from whence they cal! a hat, PanNma, as being
opon the head.

Invanivi fa Nava, let be done what thou wilt. They
have no proper noun to exprefs a mans will, but exprefs
if by a Verb : Invanivi, is the third perfon of the Verb,
§¡mnvanivi

3
which íígnifieth to be made or done. The

Áóiivels Nnvan, I do or make : from whence are formed
many paflive?, as §htinvan> or Qnmvanbi, or Quinvani

% or
§¡HÍnvanivi, or Quinanvari, or §)mnvantiki, whereof this

iait íígnifieth to be done fpcediiy. And fo to all Verbs
ntäivesand Paffives^ this particle tihi, is added at the end,
to figniiie hafi or fpeed in doing any thing. Nava, is

the iecond perfon of the Verb, Inva, 1 will, according
to the rule for Verbs beginning with a Vowel, Nava, thou
wilt, Inra, he will.

Jahvir vach acal, here upon the face of the earth h

tahvir, is an Adverb fignifying here, Vacb, fignifieth

face, Nuvacb, my face, Avacb, thy face, Ruvach, his face.

Acal, fignifieth the earth or ground.
lie ¡nvantaxan y as it is done in<heaven. He is an Adverb,

fignifying
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fignifying even as, lavan, is the third perfon of the paffive

Verb, ghtinvan^ to be done. Taxab, as before, fignifieth

in Heaven without any prepofition to ¡t.

Chaye runa, give to day. Nuye is the firft perfon of the

prefeni: tenfe, fignifying, I give, Cha is the particle (accor-

ding to the rule above ) of the fecond perfoh of the

Imperative Mood. Chaye give thou i Chyrue, let hrm give.

Runa, to day.

Cahuhun ta qmh viic, our every day bread .• where note

that ca, put before buhun is very elegantly placed, though
it do belong to the word viic, which fignifieth bread.

Nuviic, my bread, Caviic, our bread. Huhun is an unde-
clared word, fignifying every one, or every thing. Qulh
fignifieth the Sun ofthe day.

Nagach ta eamac, I pray God thou forgive our fins. They
ufe not here the imperative Mood, as in Latin dimitte, and
in Englifh forgive, but with the particle ta, or wifliing,

they ufe the Optative Mood. Kafach is the fecond per-

fon of the Verb, Nugacb, I forgive. Mac, fignifieth fin.

NumaCy my fin or fins, camac^ our Fms.Laval is another

word in that tongue alio to figoifie fin»

He incagachve qnimac, even as we forgive their fins. In~

cagacb is the firft perfon plural, according to the rule above h

for verbs beginning with a confonant, z/eis put at the end
for elegancy fake. §htimac is the third perfon plural. Where
note that in a whole fpeech or fentence, fometimes the par-

ticle tacqut, obferved above in the rule for declining is left

out s and fometimes it is added. As here, quimac their fins?

or elfe it might have been quimac tacqne.

Xim acquivi chi quih, that have finned againfi our backs h

of Mac fignifying fin, is this Verb formed, quinmacqmvi,

to fin. So likewife of laval, fin, is formed another Verb
5

quinlavini, to fin. This Verb quinmacquivi is ä Deponent ^

ofwhich fort there are many in that tongue, as quínenla-

m, to preach, which have the fame particles as the Verbs

Paflives, Chiquib is a word compounded ofthe Prepofition

chi and ib, which fignifieth back, and is varied like the

Nouns beginning with a Vowel ^ and joyned with ch^

fignifieth
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fignifieth againft, as Chivé, againft me, Chavé, againft
thee» Cbirih, againft him. Plural. Chiqué, againft us, cha-
veta, againft ye, chiqué acqu, againft them. And if another
third perfon be named, chinh, ftandeth for againft, as cbbib
Ttdro, againft Peter, that is againft the back. If any be na-
med in the third perfon Plural, then chiqui is ufed, as chiquih
mcbe, or chiquih cuncb tlal, againfi all.

Macoacana,\wvc us not. This Verb is here compounded
ofthree : firft, Ma is abbreviated from the Word mani, which
fignifieth no or not, as Iikewife manchuw. Co or cob, figni-
fieth we or u?, and as in the rules before I have obferved, is

put here before the Verb* wich caufeth the «to be cut off
from the Verb, which otherwife ihould have been nacana,

of^Ä^w^IleavejWii^^thouleaveft, inmccana, he leaveth,
and fo forth.

Chipam cataccbihi, in our being tempted. This is another
great elegancy in that tongue, to ufe a Verb Paffive for a
Noun, and to add to it a Prepofition j as here, chipam,
which fignifieth in \ and putting to the Verb the Particles
wherewith the Nouns are varied and declined. Nutaccbé,
íígnifieth I tempt. The paffive is quintaccbihi, I am tempted*
from whence nutaccbibi, fignifieth my being tempted, or
my temptation • attaccbihi, thy temptation, rutaccbibi
his temptation.

Coawgaca china unchz tsiri, Deliver us from all evil things.

Inveha, as I have noted before, fignifieth to deliver. Co is

thetirft perfon Plural put before the Verb, as 1 obferved in
the rule above, and in that Conjunción or compound ma-
coacana. China is a Propofition, fignifying above or from.
Vnche, fignifieth al), which is undeclinable . tsiri, is an
Adjedive properly undeclinable alfo or unvariable, in
Gender, Cafe, and^lumben as are all Adje&ives in that
tongue. It fignifieth evl| or bad * as tsiri vinac, an evil man,
tsiri ixoc, a bad Womato, tsiri chicop, a bad or evil beafi *

fo Iikewife in the Plural number it is the fame. Without a
Subftantive it is as the Neuter Gender, as malum for mala
res, fignifying an evil thing, or evil things. The Sub-
ftantive that is formed from it, is uiriquil, which figni-

fieth
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fieth evil or wickedneis. Voronquil, fignifieth the fame.1

Mani quito, not good : this is put for a further expreffion

of evils to be delivered from whatfoever is not good. Mani,

as I noted before, fignifieth not. §}uiro> is as tfiri, an Ad-

jetive, fignifyioggood or a good thing, and is undeclina-

ble, unvar ¡able in both numbers. Quiro vinac, a good man,

quiro ixoc, a good woman, quito cbicop, a good beaih fo

lilcewife in the plural number, quiro vinac good men. The

Subftantive that is derived from this Adjetive, is, quirobal,

goodnefs. Cbiobal, fignifieth the fame, guirobla, is very

good, tfirilah very bád * where lab is added at the end of

an Adjetive, it puts the iame aggravation as valde in

Latin.

Hiinqui, even as he faith, The meaning is, even as he

faith that taught this prayer, guinqm, fignifieth I fay, tiqui,

thoufayeft, inqui, he faith, Cohani, we fay, tiquita^cüy,

quinqmtacque, they fay.

Amen. AH words which have no true expreffion in the

Indians tongues, are continued in the Spanifb, or in the pro-

per tongue, as here Amen. So wine which formerly they had

notrfhey call vinos though by an improper word fome

call it Caftillanaba, that is, the water ofCaflik. JoG°d>

they call Dios commonly V though fome call him Ntm

Ahval, that is the great Lord,

And thus for curiofitiesfake, and by the intreaty of iome

fpecial friends, 1 have fumiihed the Prefs with a language

which never yet was printed, or known in England, A
Merchant,Mariner

3
orCaptain at Sea may chance by tortune

to be driven upon fome Coaft, where he may meet with

fome Tocoman Indian ', and it may be of great ufe to him to

have fome light of this Toconchi tongue. Whereunto I ftuU

be willing hereafter toadd fomeching more for the good of

my Gountry>andfor the prefent I leave thee Reader to

ftudy what hitherto hath briefly been delivered by me,

FINIS,
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