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PREFATORY NOTE,

THE present volume brings down the Commentary continuously

to the close of the Epistle to the Hebrews. It completes and

more than completes the original plan of the Publishers, which

was merely to republish the work so far as it had already appeared

in English. It embrftces in addition to that, Wiesinger's Exposi-

tion of the Second Epistle to Timothy and the Epistle to Philemon,

translated by the Editor. It leaves the Catholic Epistles of James,

Peter, John and Jude, and the Eevelation, which will be com-

prised in another volume when the German work shall be com-

pleted. The Editor cannot forbear to add his belief that the

present volume will not be found inferior in interest and value to

any of its predecessors. Wiesinger is throughout thorough, exact

and judicious, displaying most of the best features, with few of the

faults, of German exegesis : is clear in his views, and hearty in the

defence, both of the divine authority and the evangelical teachings

of the works which he expounds. Ebrard, with higher genius and

greater breadth of view, is, indeed, sometimes over confident and

bold, yet in the main trustworthy, and often extremely happy in

his interpretations. He has the art, to which few Germans aspire,

of developing his views with clearness, spirit and elegance. In his

translation of Wiesinger, the Editor has found it necessary to study

brevity, and has occasionally omitted a very few of the numerous

and sometimes scarcely necessaiy references to other commentators.

May the work thus far completed be made, in the hands of the

Divine Spirit, the means of abundant blessing to the Church.
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.

INTRODUCTION.

1. TIMOTHY.

TIMOTHY is named as the receiver of the epistle, i. 2, iii. 14. It

was intended for him alone, not for the church at the same time, as

this would contradict the definite inscription, the character of the

epistle as an official letter, and its whole import ;
on iv. 12 see

the exposition. As to his personal history we learn from the

New Testament that Lycaonia was his native country whether

Lystra (De Wette) or Derbe (Wieseler) was his birth-place is un-

determined that his father was a Greek, and his mother a Jewess

who embraced Christianity (Acts xvi. 1-3). His mother's name was

Eunice, his grandmother's Lois (2 Tim. i. 5). From this last pas-

sage compared with iii. 15, we may infer that Timothy had enjoyed
the benefit of a pious education on the side of his mother. Already
at the time of the apostle's second stay in that district, we find him
mentioned as a disciple who had a good report of the brethren (Acts
xvi. 1, 2). After he had been circumcised (Acts xvi. 3), and set

apart with the laying on of hands to the work of an evangelist

(1 Tim. i. 18, iv. 14, vi. 12
;
2 Tim. i. 6, ii. 2), he joined the apostle

on his journey through Lesser Asia and Macedonia, followed him to

Borne, after having remained behind in Bercea (Acts xvii. 14-16),

was deputed thence by him to Thessalonica, and returned to him

at Corinth (Acts xviii. 5
;

1 Thess. iii. 6). We find him at a

later period in Ephesus again with the apostle, from whence he was

sent to Macedonia and Corinth (Acts xix. 22
;
1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10,

11). The second epistle to the Corinthians does not expressly say
that he had actually been there. But we find him again with the

apostle in Macedonia (2 Cor. i. 1), and he went with him to Corinth

(Rom. xvi. 21). He was one of the apostle's travelling companions
on his return thence, and he went forward along with several others

from Philippi to Troas (Acts xx. 4, sec[). According to Phil. ii.
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19-23, he was to have gone to Philippi. According to our epistle,

be abode in Ephesus (i. 3), having being charged by the apostle with

the care of the affairs of the church there. In Heb. xiii. 23, we

have another historical notice concerning him, to which however no

certain place can be assigned. Tradition makes him the first bishop

of Ephesus, and to have suffered martyrdom there under Domitian.

More will be found in Bohl, p. 22, seq. Comp. Winer's R.W.B.

The passages in which the apostle speaks of Timothy are 1 Cor. iv.

17
;

xvi. 10, 11
;

Phil. ii. 19-23 ;
1 Thess. iii. 1-6

; they show what

love he bare to him, and what confidence he reposed in him. In

the apostle's epistles, he is oftenest named along with the apostle in

the inscription, 2 Cor. i. 1
;
Phil. i. 1

;
Col. i. 1

;
1 Thess. i. 1

;

2 Thess. i. 1 ;
Philem. 1, which is also a testimony in his favour.

2. OCCASION, DESIGN, AND CONTEXTS OF THE EPISTLE.

Timothy had been left by the apostle in Ephesus, with the spe-

cial charge of opposing a false form of Christian doctrine and

Christian life which was manifesting itself there, and of giving heed

to the settlement and administration of the church. As the apostle

foresees the possibility of his return being delayed, he is induced to

give instructions to his substitute for guiding him in his conduct,

chiefly with respect to this charge (iii. 14, 15). But the design of

the epistle is not limited to this its immediate occasion. The apos-

tle has also words of admonition and warning to address to Timothy
the evangelist ; he sets before him what is incumbent on him as a

good servant of Jesus Christ, both with reference to himself as an

individual, and to the church, and gives him the necessary hints for

his guidance in the discharge of these obligations. When we take

this extended view of the design of the epistle, we shall not merely
find that its contents correspond to this design when viewed as a

whole, but we shall perceive also a regular method in its plan, and

in the succession of its particular parts. The epistle accordingly
divides itself into two parts. The first of these contains the in-

structions given to assist Timothy in the fulfilment of his temporary
commission

;
ch. i. 3, 15. More particularly, ch. i. treats of the

false teaching against which Timothy is to be on his guard ;
ch. ii.

and iii. of the administration of the church ;
in ch. ii. are given

directions with respect to the assemblies of the church, in ch. iii.

for ordination to church offices. The second part, which extends

from iii. 15 to the end, contains instructions bearing on Timothy's

calling as an evangelist, setting before him what is incumbent upon
him in this respect. The conclusion of ch. iii. forms the transition

to the future falling away from the faith described in ch. iv., which
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makes it the duty of Timothy as a teacher of the gospel all the

more faithfully to hold fast the apostolical doctrine, and to make a

conscientious improvement of the gifts bestowed on him (ch. iv).

In ch. v. Timothy is farther instructed how he is to deal with the

particular members of the church, according to the distinctions of

sex, age, and according to other differences (in which from the na-

ture of the case it cannot he expected that the line of distinction

should be drawn between Timothy's position as representative of

the apostle, and as an evangelist). Finally, in ch. vi., special in-

junctions are given him with respect to slaves, and with respect to

the rich. The transition to this last point is made by a warning ad-

dressed to Timothy as an individual, against the desire to be rich, a

warning which the apostle is induced to give from a regard to the

character and pursuits of the false seducers.

The conclusion stands by itself, vers. 20-21, and contains a

reiterated comprehensive warning against that secret science which

is referred to in other parts of the epistle. For the confirmation and
further expansion of this, see the interpretation.

3. THE TIME AND PLACE OF COMPOSITION.

The historical circumstances under which the epistle according
to its own statements was written, are the following. The apostle
had gone from Ephesus to Macedonia, and had left Timothy to con-

duct the affairs of the Ephesian church until he himself should re-

turn, which he hoped would not be long, but which might possibly

be delayed. The church was already fully organized. It had not

only presbyters and deacons, but also an institution for widows be-

longing to the church. Already a ve6<j)VTo$ was ineligible to the

office of a bishop, and in general, a Christian test was applied in

the appointment to any office, and to any ecclesiastical distinction,

v. 9, seq. A corrupt tendency to vain speculation, and a false as-

ceticism, had prominently appeared in the church, which in the

case of some had even led to a complete apostacy from the faith
;

the present already displayed the germ of an error which threatened

the future with danger (iv. 1, seq). Even these circumstances show
that the date of the epistle must belong to the later, nay, I might

say to the latest period of the apostle's history. It will be difficult

to prove that the existence of Christianity for two or three years is

sufficient to explain the qualifications laid down in chap. iii. to be

looked for in the appointment of ecclesiastical office-bearers, the

rules laid down in chap. v. regarding widows, and the experiences
of which we have there an account, as also the warnings pervading
the entire epistle against false teaching and error. Can this epistle
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have been written before the farewell address at Miletus to the

Ephesian presbyters, in which the apostle warns against a danger,

not that was already present, but which threatened the future
;
or

before the epistle to the Epbesians, which contains no trace of the

errors here pourtrayed, while the apostle himself represents these

errors as the beginning of a falling away from the faith which was

progressively to develop itself ? We would here further recall to

mind what has been said in the General Introduction, namely, that

what the epistle contains respecting the prevailing errors, as wi-11 as

the ecclesiastical institutions, indicates its place to be in the midst

of the earlier appearances of this kind, and the latest within the

apostolic era
;
that we find everywhere the marks of Christianity

having been in existence for some length of time, and its presence

having become familiar, as, for example, in the disappearance of the

charismata, and the qualification of aptness to teach being required
in the presbyter although the total impression made by the epistle

in this respect is much more striking when we compare it with the

epistles to the Corinthians, or with that to the Romans, in prox-

imity to which some -won Id place it.

Meanwhile we proceed to consider those hypotheses which at-

tempt to bring our epistle within the period comprehended by the

Acts of the Apostles, without the supposition of the apostle's lib-

eration from his imprisonment at Rome, to which we feel ourselves

driven. We pass over Calvin's conjecture, who transfers its compo-
sition even to the period following the apostle's first stay in Ephesus

(Acts xviii. 19
; compare against it Wieseler, p. 290); we omit also

that of Dr. Paulus, that it was written from the apostle's imprison-
ment at Csesarea, an hypothesis which creates for itself the neces-

sary facts, and can be maintained only by an arbitrary exegesis

(comp. against it Bohl, p. 202, seq.; Matthies, p. 449, seq.; Wirse-

ler, p. 302 ; Huther, p. 15, seq). Nor shall we do more than men-
tion Schneckenburger and Bottger's view, which rests on the change
of TTpoafielvai to frpoaneivas, as we deny at the very outset their right
to such an emendation against the unanimity of the codd. and the

clear sense of the words (comp. Wieseler, p. 303). There remain

for more particular examination, three hypotheses, of which the

first fixes the date of the epistle to the period described in Acts xx.

1, 2 (held by many ancient and modern commentators as Theodoret,

Hug, Hemsen, etc.), the second makes it to have been written dur-

ing a journey undertaken by the apostle from Ephesus, in the period
of his from two to three years' stay there (so Mosheim, who supposes
the journey in question to have taken place at the commencement of

this stay, Schrader, and last of all Wieseler, who place it at the

end); finally, the third finds in the circumstances mentioned in Acts

xx. 3-5, the most appropriate period for its composition (so Ber-

tholdt and Matthies).
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Of these hypotheses the first has seemingly the best connexion

with the Acts of the Apostles, for in Acts xx. 1 we read that the

apostle went on a'journey from Ephesus to Macedonia
;
when more

closely examined, however, it is found to be the most untenable.

The grounds on which it is opposed, and which have already been

adduced by Schleiermacher, Bohl, Mack, Matthies, Huther, Wiese-

ler, etc., may be summed up in the following : The supposition that

Timothy, on the apostle's departure from Ephesus, was left behind

with the charge of conducting the Ephesian churches, contradicts

the accounts in the Acts of the Apostles, and the notices in the two

Epistles to the Corinthians. According to Acts xix. 21-23, Timo-

thy had been sent to Macedonia, and from thence to go to Corinth

(1 Cor. iv. 17) at the time when the apostle was purposing to set

out on his own journey. It must therefore be supposed that, not-

withstanding the insurrection caused by Demetrius, the apostle's

departure was delayed so long, that Timothy was able to perform a

journey over Macedonia to Corinth, there execute his commission,
and return to him at Ephesus before he set out. Timothy whom
Paul, in his first. Epistle to the Corinthians, supposes to be not yet
in Corinth (xvi. 10) must have returned to him at Ephesus by the

time of Pentecost (xvi. 8), while the epistle was not written till

about the time of the Passover (v. 6-8
; comp. Meyer). But even

granting that this period is not too short, or that Timothy did not

actually go to Corinth, this hypothesis is still inconsistent with

2 Cor. i. 1, according to which Timothy did not remain in Ephesus,
but stayed with the apostle in Macedonia, and was with him like-

wise during his short stay in Greece, and accompanied him on his

return thence (Rom. xvi. 21
;
Acts xx. 4). The apostle further

writes, 1 Tim. iii. 14, that he intends shortly to return to Ephesus.
But according to Acts xx. 3

;
1 Cor. xvi. 5, seq.; Acts xix. 21, he

has the fixed purpose of journeying over Macedonia to Greece, and
thence to Jerusalem, as also he expresses himself to the same effect

again in the second Epistle to the Corinthians (xiii. 1), written from

Macedonia, and in Bom. xv. 25, seq. Nay, so little does he think

at that time of a return to Ephesus, that afterwards when induced

by the plots of the Jews to change his original plan of going from

Greece to Syria by sea, and thus obliged to come near to Ephesus,
he sails past it, and only gives directions for the presbyters to meet
him at Miletus (Acts xx. 16). On these grounds alone this hypo-
thesis is untenable, altogether apart from the internal improbability
of the state of things which it compels us to suppose (on which see

Schleiermacher, p. 115, seq.), and from all the criteria of the epistle,

which presents us with a form of the Christian life belonging to a

much later period of the apostolic era.

The third of, the hypotheses above stated, is surrounded with
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difficulties scarcely less serious, as has already been shown by Mack,

Huther, Wieseler, against Matthies, its most recent advocate, after

Bertholdt had led the way. According to this hypothesis Paul had

sent Timothy forward to Ephesus shortly before he set out on his

journey back from Achaia to Jerusalem (Acts xx. 3, seq.), with a

verbal commission, intending to be there soon also himself
;
but not

being quite certain that he should accomplish this, he embraced the

first favorable opportunity of writing this epistle from some place in

Achaia or Macedonia, in order to give Timothy instructions how to

act in the interval, only a short time, perhaps only a few weeks

later than the Epistle to Titus was written, which Matthies likewise

places in the same period. Against this view as defended by Mat-

thies are the following considerations : 1. That it rests on an un-

warrantable interpretation of the passage 1 Tim. i. 3 (according to

the opinion of De Wette, "Winer, Huther, Wieseler (comp. on the

passage), in which Tropevopevog is made to refer, not to the apostle,

but to Timothy. This interpretation is not made use of by Ber-

tholdt, for he refers these words to the journey alluded to in Acts

xx. 1, 2
;
but still the difficulty arises, why Timothy did not then

remain in Ephesus, and why the apostle, after having been a con-

siderable time in company with Timothy, as is the case here, should

have referred to the commission which he then received. 2. The
account of the journey in Acts xx. 4, 5, is inconsistent with this

hypothesis, for according to it Timothy was not sent forward, but

went in company with the apostle, and was parted from him only
from Philippi to Troas, and thence to Assos. Matthies' view, there-

fore, contradicts this account. It must rather be supposed, as

Huther observes, that the apostle did not send Timothy to Ephesus
till later, possibly from Troas, and that he sent the epistle imme-

diately after him, a supposition, however, which is not very con-

ceivable. 3. How little accordance is there between the purpose of

the apostle as expressed in iii. 14, iv. 13 of this epistle, ere long to

come to Ephesus, and Acts xx. 16, where it is said,
" For Paul had

determined to sail past Ephesus because he would not spend the

time in Asia." Nor can this have been his original purpose, as Acts
xx. 3 shows. (Wieseler, p. 294, seq.) 4. And how strange must
it appear, that in Acts xx. 16 no mention whatever is made of
Titus? 5. And in general, what need was there of an epistle, see-

ing that Timothy had been with the apostle shortly before, and that
the epistle itself gives no ground for supposing that any new infor-

mation regarding the church at Ephesus had come to him, which
induced him to write ? 6. What is predicted in Acts xx. 29, 30,

concerning a future error, does not consist with this hypothesis. In

short, as Baur has justly observed against this hypothesis,
"
nothing

agrees with it."
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The second of the above-mentioned hypothesis, which places the

apostle's journey to Macedonia, and the writing of the epistle, in the

period of his from two to three years' stay in Ephesus, and in particular

towards the end of this period, has most in its favour in the merely
external historical data. This is Wieseler's view, and he has de-

veloped and defended it with great acuteness. With him agree
Mosheim and Schrader, so far as to place the journey in question

during the apostle's stay at Ephesus ;
but the form which they have

given to this hypothesis is altogether untenable, in proof of which

we would here, for the sake of brevity, refer to what Wieseler has

said against it, p. 295, seq. His own view is as follows (comp. p.

316).
" The first Epistle to Timothy was written by Paul, certainly

during his three years' stay at Ephesus (Acts xix.), previous to the

writing of the epistle to the Corinthians, which has not been pre-

served, and the existing first epistle, on the occasion of an inter-

mediate journey not recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, either in

Macedonia or Achaia, in the years 54-57, most probably, however,
in the last year of his stay at Ephesus, A.D. 56." To this view it

has been objected, as appears to me justly, by Huther : 1. That
even were it admitted that the apostle had made a second journey
to Corinth during the period of his stay in Ephesus, it would still

be very doubtful that he was in Corinth shortly before the writing
of the first Epistle to Corinthians, as he could then have had no oc-

casion for writing ;
which (referring to what has already been said

in the Introduction to the Epistle to Titus) I would rather express
thus that the absence of all allusions to this visit in the epistle

written shortly after, is strange. 2. Huther observes, that in spite

of the safe position attempted to be taken by Wieseler, Acts xx. 29,

30, is still opposed to his view, inasmuch as there the error is spoken
of as something altogether future. Wieseler's assertion that el$

v^tis in that passage refers only to the presbyters, while the error

was already present in the church, contradicts the context vers. 28

and 29, and is in itself scarcely conceivable : the apostle must have

in this case expressed himself quite differently. (Comp. Titus i. 9,

seq.) "And surely," says Huther justly, "Paul would not have

passed over the existence of such errors in Ephesus without notice,

if he knew the danger with which the church was threatened to be

so great that he had thought it necessary before this, to give Timothy
such earnest instructions with respect to these errors." The danger
which threatened the future is represented as the progressive de-

velopment of present appearances (Acts xx. 29
;
1 Tim. iv. 1, seq.).

It is therefore strange that the Epistle to the Ephesians, which, ac-

cording to Wieseler, was intended for Ephesus, contains no trace of

the errors mentioned in our epistle. 3. Huther observes, that the

entire character of the epistle does not correspond to the view that
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Paul was separated from Timothy only for a short time, and that

immediately on his return he sent him away, as the instructions in

the epistle imply a longer period of labour on the part of Timothy.

Certainly, as the apostle must have left Ephesus again not long

after his return thither (not longer than from the time of the Pass-

over to that of the Pentecost, as the sea journey from Achaia by

Crete to Ephesus could not have been undertaken long before the

former of these periods), there appears something strange in the

sending away of Timothy to Corinth, and thus withdrawing him

from his important labours in Ephesus. But to this we have to add

in general, that the objections which have already been expressed

in the Introduction to the Epistle to Titus, are applicable here also,

against this supposed journey made by the apostle towards the end

of his stay at Ephesus, if it is to be taken as identical with the jour-

ney to Crete, as Wieseler must suppose it to be. Wieseler has in-

deed endeavored to obviate the objections arising from the nlready

far advanced external organization of the church which meets us in

this epistle. He remarks that, after the apostle had laboured be-

tween two and three years in Ephesus, it was quite possible for

presbyters and deacons to have been appointed, which we will not

gainsay ;
we will also suppose that his observation accounts for what

is said as to the exclusion of a ve6<f>vTos from the office of bishop ;

but it can scarcely be conceived, that in the course of this period a

widow's institution could have come to be established, or that the

apostle should have already had such experiences in reference to

this institution as are expressed in 1 Tim. v. 11. We have already

sufficiently shown elsewhere, how the entire form of Christian life

which meets us in this epistle, as well as the character of the errors

combated in it, points to a later date, and how the separation of

the second Epistle to Timothy from the first, which the above hy-

pothesis implies, is unfavorable to its truth.

We see then that none of the hypotheses which we have just
mentioned is without weighty difficulties, and we cannot but feel

ourselves confirmed by this negative proof in the view, that this

epistle also belongs to the period subsequent to the first imprison-
ment at Rome, and more particularly between the first and second.

This is the view which is most commonly taken, next to that which

regards Acts xx. 1 as the period in question. So Theophylact,
Oecumenius. This view also has given rise to the subscription of
the epistle, from Laodicea, which the Peshito also has. What
conception we are to form of the course taken by the apostle in his

journey after his liberation, to which 1 Tim. i. 3 refers, has already
been shown in the General Introduction

;
in like manner, what

points of connexion are elsewhere to be found in other epistles.
What has been there said in reference to the passages Philem. 22
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and Phil. ii. 24, that when the apostle was liberated he returned to

the east, remains intact, even after Wieseler's statement to the

contrary (p. 299). As a special objection drawn from our epistle,

against the supposition of so late a date, reference is made to the

word vEOTqg applied to Timothy ; comp., in reply to this, the Com-

mentary on iv. 12
;
the little experience which Timothy had in the

administration and regulation of the affairs of a Christian church is

also to be considered. Timothy then for the first time was placed
in such a position ; compare the remarks by Hug, II., p. 330, seq.

(4 Aufl.) And how, on the supposition that the instructions ad-

dressed to Timothy can be accounted for only by his youthful inex-

perience, shall we explain what is said regarding him in 1 Thess.

iii. 1, 2
;
1 Cor. iv. 17 ?

Nothing certain can be said as to the place where this epistle

was written. Most probably, however, it was written from some

place in Macedonia.

4. GENUINENESS.

We have endeavoured, in the critical introduction to the Pastoral

Epistles, to obviate those objections which apply to the three epistles

together. We have here still to attend only to those doubts that

have been raised with regard to this epistle in particular. It is al-

leged that the epistle is historically inexplicable, even though we

place its date subsequent to the first imprisonment at Home
;
for it

is inconsistent with so late a date that Timothy should be represented
as a young man ; against which comp. the Commentary on iv. 12.

The same inference is drawn from the absence of all allusions to

that imprisonment, and the subsequent journeys and fortunes of the

apostle. But if, after his liberation and after those journeys, he

was personally in Timothy's company (i. 3), it is difficult to see why
he should communicate to him by letter what he might long before

have done by word of mouth. Moreover this epistle is a purely official

letter, and therefore not adapted to such communications. But it

is also alleged that exegetically the epistle is unaccountable, inas-

much as, A, it does not correspond to its professed and conceivable

ends. a. From the object had in view in leaving Timothy in

Ephesus, as stated i. 3, we are led to expect a special refutation of

the errors of the false teachers ;
but this entirely fails. To this we

reply, that it is not to be expected that the apostle should enter

particularly into things which he has concisely characterized as

empty talk, mere word-strife and insipidity. That he repeatedly
reverts to these things, and expresses himself regarding them in

such a variety of ways, is easily explained, as the exposition shows.

VOL. VI. 2
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I. It is objected that, according to the professed design of the epistle,

iii. 15, we are led to expect a treasury of seasonable and weighty

directions and counsels as to the administration of a church
;
but

we do not find this. We reply, that the sense of iii. 15 must be

determined by the preceding context, and the question can then

only be, whether ch. iii. like ch. ii. corresponds to its design, namely,

to give Timothy the necessary guidance in these particular points.

This question we unhesitatingly answer in the affirmative
; comp.

the Commentary, c. We might well suppose, it is alleged, that

Paul even in an official letter to Timothy would, over and above

what pertained to the business in hand, have much to say to Tim-

othy himself, by way of instructing and quickening him
;
but all

that is to be found in the epistle of this nature, either places on too

low a level one who was the apostle's assistant (i. 18, seq., iv. 7,

seq., 12, seq., vi. 11, seq.), or else is too general and of little use

even for ordinary Christians (iv. 7, seq., 12, seq. ;
v. 23, vi. 11). To

this we reply, that the passages here adduced contain an admonition

to Timothy faithfully to fulfil his calling, or to maintain a holy

conversation, such as becomes a Christian
;

or as v. 23, vi. 11, they
refer to special things. Moreover, these admonitions have a special

ground in opposition to the pursuits and character of the false

teachers. Suppose that those pursuits, with the secret wisdom

about which they were conversant, and their harmless appearance,

might have attractions even for Timothy, and that he, as we learn

chiefly from the second epistle, was not quite free from a leaning
towards what was earthly and this certainly is possible then these

admonitions become very intelligible. It will be a much more diffi-

cult task for those critics who suppose that the epistle was written

at a later period to explain, how a pseudo apostle should address

exhortations to Timothy so
"
unworthy" of him, especially if the

writer had in his eye the Gnostic heresies of a later period, and

thought it necessary to warn Timothy against participating in them.
B. As what is said with respect to Timothy is alleged not to cor-

respond to the position and character of a helper of the apostle, and
to bear out the close relation that subsisted between him and the

apostle, expressed in i. 2, 18, iv. 6, v. 23, still leps than in the second

epistle (here it is not taken into consideration that the epistle is a
business communication, the aim of which is concisely to state what
is necessary), so it is further said, that it entirely fails in allusions

to the church which stood in so interesting a relation to the apostle,

comp. Acts xx. 18, seq. But in this objection it is forgotten, that
the epistle was not addressed to the church (comp. on this the In-
troduction to the Epistle to Titus). In so far as Timothy was con-

cerned, there was no occasion for such allusions in an epistle of this

character, as also no passage in the epistle can bu specified where it
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can be said that such ought to have been introduced. Finally,

apart from these historical references, the epistle is held even as a

literary production to deny the apostle for its author, in its want of

of all groundwork and connexion ;
in reply to which, we simply

refer to the exposition, where it has been our endeavour to show

the unreasonableness of this charge.





EXPOSITION
OP THE

FIEST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.

1. INSCRIPTION AND CHARGE GIVEN TO TIMOTHY IN OPPOSITION

TO THOSE WHO TEACH OTHERWISE.

(i. 1-20.)

THE inscription and salutation of the epistle, i. 1, 2, are after

the common form in the ^pistles of Paul. We do not find here the

predicate apostle more specially determined, as in Tit. i. 1, comp.
with Kom. i. 1, seq.; G-al. i. 1, seq., where it forms an index to the

import of the epistle. The writer simply designates himself as an

apostle of Jesus Christ (which is not done on account of the church
;

comp. on Tit. i. 1, and 2 Tim. i. 1, where such a reference cannot he

supposed) refers to the Divine authority of his office, names the

person to whom the epistle is addressed, and then adds the usual

salutation at the beginning of his epistle, deriving it from Oebg

narrip (%wv to he cancelled) teal Xpiaro^, etc. Comp. 2 Cor. i. 1
;

Eph. i, 1
;

Col. i. 1. With this similarity, however, we find in this

epistle, as in the other two Pastoral Epistles, what is peculiar. In-

stead of the common expression, by the will of God, in those pas-

sages which we have adduced, and which are otherwise similar, we
find here as in Tit. i. 3, the words, according to the commandment

of God our Saviour ; on the other hand, 2 Tim. i. 1 retains the

more common form of expression. It is further peculiar to this

epistle, that the words and Christ Jesus are added to the expres-
sion accordma to the commandment of God our Saviour (the cor-

rect reading is not nvpiov 'Irioov Xpiarov, but simply not Xpiorov

'Iqoov, coij^BpFischendorf's Critical Observations). Further, the

designation of Christ Jesus in this passage as our hope is also pecu-
liar to this epistle. Fnally, in the benediction, between the grace
and peace he has inserted mercy, which is found nowhere else, ex-

cept in 2 Tim. i. 2. In the passage Tit. i. 4 it is not genuine. The

peculiarity of this epistle, then, does not consist in the use of these

expressions in themselves. The single expression God our Saviour
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excepted, which, however, contains a thoroughly Pauline idea

(comp. on Tit. i. 3), all the rest are used elsewhere by the apostle,

although not precisely in the same place, namely, in the inscription

of an epistle. On the expression, according to the commandment

of God, comp. Bom. xvi. 26, and our remarks on Tit. i. 3
;
with re-

spect to the words Christ Jesus, added to, according to the com-

mandment of God, comp. Gral. i. 1, and Rom. i. 5
;
in the former

passage the writer designates himself as an apostle by Jesus Clcrixt

and God the Father, in the latter we read by whom (namely, by
Jesus Christ) we have received grace and apostleship. The only

striking thing in our passage appears to be the circumstance, that

the apostle has already in the very commencement called himself an

apostle of Jesus Christ. This is no tautology, however, when it is

considered that the words, according to the commandment, etc., are

explanatory of the preceding, apostle of Christ Jesus, and it is war-

ranted by the farther additon of the words, our hope to Christ

Jesus, besides that we find what is nearly analogous to it in Rom. i.

1, comp. with ver. 5. The expression, our hope in which Clirist is

designated as the foundation of our hope, as in Tit. i. 2 its object is

denoted by eternal life has its parallel in Col. i. 27, with which

also Eph. ii. 24 is to be compared. And with respect to the word

mercy, it is found connected with peace as a benediction, also in

Gal. vi. 16, comp. also 2 John 3
;
Jude 2. We have already shewn

in the Introduction to the Epistle to Titus what weight is to be at-

tached to these peculiarities in a critical point of view. They are

much more inexplicable in the case of an imitator of the apostle
who had any wish to conceal himself, and who might so easily have

adhered to the apostle's usual manner, than in the case of the apos-

tle, whom we are not at liberty to make so dependent on his accus-

tomed manner of expression, as that instead of by the will he could

not have written according to the commandment, or instead of grace
and peace grace, mercy, and peace. A case like the former ad-

mits no farther explanation ;
the latter, viewed in connexion with

the words God our Saviour and our hope, plainly reflects the apos-
tle's state of mind, as one in which these ideas were uppermost, so

that the choice of the expressions, as in Tit. i. 1, 2, either stands in

direct connexion with the import of the epistle, or^^^ a general
nature, as in the case before us, where the expre^^fc 6W our

Saviour, our hope mercy shew in what frame thUBler's mind
was, without its being necessary that, as in the Epistle to Titus, I

should endeavour to point out any more special reference to the de-

sign of the epistle. Still on comparing the expression our hope here,
with Tit. i. 2, it seems to imply a more immediate reference to those
false teachers who set aside this hope. It may suffice also to shew

by a reference to such passages as i. 12, seq., ii. 3, iii. 16, iv. 9, 10,
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vi. 12, seq., how the ideas indicated in the expressions under con-

sideration pervade the epistle, and often come into prominence.

Everywhere we find these great thoughts breaking forth, and the

apostle's mind dwelling upon them with delight as resting-places.

For this reason I cannot agree with Olshausen, who finds in the ex-

pression Saviour, as well as in hope and mercy, a special reference

to the apostle's situation in his imprisonment, comp. also Baumgar-
ten, p. 232, seq. We have the expression Saviour and something cor-

responding to our hope, also at the beginning of the Epistle to Titus
;

and yet this epistle contains elsewhere not a single reference to the

apostle's situation. Instead of the words in the faith, denoting the

ground and element of this relation in which Timothy stands to

Paul, we have in Tit. i. 4 the words, according to the common faith.

Here, as there, the preposition is to be connected with the compound
idea expressed in genuine son, comp. on Tit. i. 4, and Winer's Gr.,

19, 2. De Wette and others connect in thefaith, only with son.

Some have sought to explain the addition of the word mercy, which

denotes the condescending mercy of God in contrast with our weak-

ness and unworthiness (comp. Matthies on Tit. i. 4), by the refer-

ence to the mediator in the benediction, as it is peculiar to Paul to

regard the office of a Christian teacher as a gift of God's mercy,
1 Cor. vii. 25

;
2 Cor. iv. 1

;
1 Tim. i. 16. It may be so, although

Gal. vi. 16 does not confirm this view. At all events it is an ex-

pression of that with which the mind of the apostle shews itself to

be filled in the whole epistle, and a proof of his warm affection for

Timothy. Kat rovro arco -noXXi]^ fakooTopyiag, observes Chrysostom.
For what remains I refer to Tit. i. 1-4, where we have explained
whatever else ilfceds explanation.

Vers. 3-20. The apostle forthwith proceeds, as in the Epistle to

Titus, without further introduction to the subject itself. Timothy
is reminded of the design of his being left in Ephesus, namely, to

oppose the perverse tendency there to things which only minister

strife, but do not promote Christian feeling and Christian life. The
end which should ever be kept in view, is love out of a pure heart,

and a good conscience, and faith unfeigned. But this fundamen-

tal characteristic is wanting in those teachers of other things, and
hence the excrescences of empty talk which are to be seen in those

who set up for being teachers of the law, without knowing what

they are about. For the law is not designed for the upright, but to

rebuke vices, in confirmation of which the apostle appeals to the

gospel committed to him, the certainty of which he has experienced
in himself. Thus, on the ground of this gospel, but at the same
time also, on the ground of former prophecies regarding Timothy,
he admonishes him to fight the good fight in order that he may be

able to maintain faith and a good conscience, if the latter of which
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be wanting, the examples of others warn him what will be the re-

sult.

yer . 3._Ka0wf the apostle begins the sentence with a protasis,

but we look in vain for the apodosis, which, to correspond with /roflu?

TrapeKdteoaMaKeS. would have to run somewhat thus, ovru KOI vvv

irapaicaM) Iva, etc. It will be apparent from this construction of the

period, how similar in form and substance the apodosis must have

been to the protasis, and how natural it was that the apostle should

express in the protasis as I besought thee, etc.; that to which he is

now about to admonish Timothy anew. Thus we actually find that

the protasis, in which the commission that had been given to Timo-

thy is more particularly stated, vers. 3 and 4, and not only so, but

in which also the error is opposed by the corresponding truth, and

the farther characteristics of the errors against which Timothy is to

guard, are mentioned along with their refutation, vers. 6-10, which

gives occasion for the reference to the gospel which the apostle is

called to promulgate that this protasis absorbs the apodosis, and

properly contains what, according to the apostle's original concep-

tion, the latter ought to have expressed. Comp. Winer's Gr. 63,

1, p. 503 :

" There is here properly an anacolouthon, inasmuch as

Paul intended to write o0a)? napeicdteaa Ma. OVTW KOI vvv -rrapanaAti,

Iva, etc. While he brings the object of the Trope*, within the pro-

tasis, the apodosis disappears." I do not think, however, that the

occasion of the anacolouthon is to be sought in the Iva rropayy.; but

further on in ver. 5, which appears to me to be confirmed by Tit. i.

5, seq., and also by the circumstance that if the idea had been so

simply conceived, no adequate reason could be given for the change.
How frequently these anacoloutha occur in Paul's \yitings is shewn

by Winer, a. a. Q., p. 504, seq., where reference is made to several

examples of the kind. So also Olshausen. To what extent, more-

over, the apodosis discovers itself again in ver. 18, if not in form at

least in substance, see at ver. 18. The other methods of making out

a formal ^podosis, as, for example, that the apodosis begins with Iva

Tropayy., or that npoanelvai is an imperative, or that K.aOu$ is merely
a transition-particle, or that vers. 5-17 forms a single parenthesis,
have been all justly rejected by Winer. In like manner Schnecken-

burger and Bottger's change of npoanelvai into Trpoopeivag, which en-

tirely fails in critical authority, and causes an unnatural position of

the words, has justly met with no countenance. As I besought thee

(De Wette :

" not commanded. The apostle does not command
his helper, comp. 2 Cor. viii. 6, ix. 5, xii. 18") to remain in Ephesus
when I went to Macedonia, that thou mightest forbid certain people
from teaching otherwise, and giving heed to fables and endless

genealogies, which minister discussions rather than the saving dis-

pensation of God in the faith thus the apostle sets out, vers. 3 aud
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4. This commencement reminds us of the epistle to Titus in a

two-fold respect. Here, as in that epistle, the introduction express-

ing the apostle's thanksgiving, which is usual elsewhere, with the

exception of the Epistle to the Galatians, is wanting ;
and in both

epistles the apostle begins by calling to mind a commission which

had been given, and for the fulfilment of which the epistle gives fur-

ther directions. Already, then, may we infer from this commence-

ment of the epistle, if the writer is true to himself in the other

parts of it, that this, like the Epistle to Titus, is, to use Schleier-

macher's expression, an official letter, and, like it, was designed

only for the person named in the inscription. This, as has already
been observed in reference to the Epistle to Titus, will account for

the absence of an expression of thanks in the introduction, as also

for the absence of all allusions to the first imprisonment (if the

epistle was written subsequent to this) during which Timothy was

with the apostle. All this is quite different in the second epistle to

Timothy, the peculiarity of which has been more justly apprehended

by Schleiermacher than by many of the more recent commentators,
when he says of that epistle that it is altogether of the confidential

and friendly kind, and with respect to the contents, observes that it

has nothing else in common with the first to Timothy than merely
the personal relation of the apostle to his disciple, and is not in-

tended to give directions as to the proper regulation of a church
;

and that the second Epistle to Timothy and that to Titus, have in

their contents no similarity whatever. This distinction shews itself

at once in the introduction (as 1 Tim. i. 3, seq., comp. with the

commencement of the two other epistles, proves), and discovers an

author who knows well what he writes.

Hpoafj,slvai &v 'E^eero), iropevopevog elg M. De Wette has already
observed that Tropsvopevos cannot with Matthies be referred to Timo-

thy instead of Paul, and be rendered : when going to Macedonia
to remain in Ephesus. This is grammatically impossible (comp.
Winer's Grr., 44, 3, p. 287, note, against De Wette, who thinks

this connexion possible), and yields no proper sense. Quite as arbi-

trary is it, as every one will perceive (comp. likewise De Wette) to

connect Tropev6fievo$ with what follows, and to supply : so I entreat

thee now, on thy journey to Macedonia, to remain, etc. There is no

other way but to apply the word to the apostle. The journey, there-

fore, mentioned in Acts xx. 1, on the occasion of which Timothy
did not remain in Ephesus, but rather went before the apostle to

Macedonia, Acts xix. 22, cannot be here referred to, as might be

shewn by many other reasons
; comp. the Introd. The words fol-

lowing state the object for which the apostle left Timothy behind

when he himself went to Macedonia that thou mightestforbid, etc.

as here also 1 Cor. vii. 10, xi. 17 ;
1 Thess. iv. 11

;
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2 Thess. iii. 4, 6, 10, 12, with, the following ftrj
= "

to forbid." Ttoi

= certain people, whom the apostle will not further designate ;

Timothy knows them already. We find the same indefinite expres-

sion also in ver. 6, 19, iv. 1, etc. He is to forbid the irepodidaaicateiv

as well as the Trpoae^iv nv6oig, etc." to teach otherwise and to give

heed to such doctrines." So Theodoret : rovrovg [iev Kmarofii^iv

rolg 6e ye dkkoig Trapanefoveodai ry TOVTUV ^ TTpoas^eiv ddnfoa-

%ia. 'ErepodidaoKatelv, at which the critics from Schleiermaclier

downwards have stumbled so much, and which occurs again only at

vi. 3, it is quite evident from the latter passage, as Schleiermacher

himself observes, can only mean
;

to teach what deviates from

sound doctrine; an interpretation placed beyond doubt by the fol-

lowing words, and consent not to wholesome words, and the doc-

trine which leads to godliness. This passage, however, gives us

more information about the irepodidaaKakelv than Schleiermacher

finds in it, else he would not have proceeded to say, that Paul else-

where from not knowing the suitable word, helps himself out with

the roundabout expression aAAov 'Iqaovv cqpvwrstv, 2 Cor. xi. 4
;

Krepov euayye'Atov,* Gal. i. 6, 8, 9. In the negative clause and con-

sents not, etc., which is explanatory of the preceding, that from

which these teachers deviate is expressed first, by wholesome, words,
and then by the doctrine which leads to godliness, both of which are

substantially the same thing, in proof of which I refer to Tit. i. 9,

and our interpretation, as also that of De Wette. 'Erepo6i6aaKa-
telv denotes the teaching of things which lie aside from this doctrine

according to godliness, or truth according to godliness, Tit. i. 1. In

the Epistle to Titus we have found it uniformly confirmed, that it

is not a heresy proper that is spoken of, or a strictly false doctrine

in opposition to the true
;
and the same conviction is pressed upon

us here in the word K-epodid. as compared with vi. 3. Hence the use

of this word by the apostle here, a word which properly signifies to
" teach otherwise," not "

to teach false doctrine," is fully vindicated,
and the circumlocution mentioned by Schleiermacher to preach an-

other Jesus, etc., does not answer to it. With reference to the

formation of the word, Planck, in the work already noticed, has, in

opposition to Schleiermacher, referred to the expression nalofiidda-

KaXoSj Tit. ii. 3, according to which the apostle might easily form the

word
KTEpodiddaicaXos, from which again the verb in our passage is

derived in the regular manner. And are not the expressions trepo-

yAwffCTOf and &Tepovy&v closely analogous ? From these analogous
expressions an inference may be drawn rather for, than against the

use of this word by the apostle. Olshausen and others have shewn

rightly, why it is trepodidaoKaXelv and not simply irepodiddoKeiv be-

* Huther agrees with Schleiermacher, only that he finds no accessary hierarchical
idea in the word.
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cause, namely, the former expression involves the idea of making a

business of teaching otherwise = to play the srepodiddaKaXog. On
Baur's critical doubts about this word cornp. the General Intro-

duction.

Ver. 4. Not to give heed. On npoai'xf.iv comp. Tit. i. 14. Ols-

hausen says rightly, that the injunction not to give heed to such

doctrines is aptly connected with the foregoing. We may also

gather from this verse what that was, in which this Krepodidaaicakeiv

consisted. Fables and endless genealogies are the things to which

the persons referred to (TLVK^) are not to give heed. We have al-

ready met with the word pvOoi at Tit. i. 14, connected there with

the epithet Jewish; it occurs again at 1 Tim. iv. 7, and 2 Tim. iv.

4. The latter passage speaks of the future, and in so far does not

belong to our present purpose. In the former thesefables are char-

acterized as profane and old wives', or insipid fables. Any more

direct and special information as to their contents is as little to be

obtained from this epistle, as from that to Titus. On the other

hand, what clue may be found in the epistles, and especially in the

Epistle to Titus, for farther determining this, and how much reason

we have for believing that one and the same error is meant, has al-

ready been shown on Tit. i. 9. The case is similar with regard to

the genealogies, which are named again only at Tit. iii. 9, and the

connexion of which with the fables (comp. on Tit. i. 14, and iii. 9),

as also with the strifes about the law, can scarcely be questioned

(comp. on the same passages, and also on 1 Tim. iv. 7). We were

accordingly induced to understand things of a Jewish character and

origin as meant in all these expressions which throw any light on

the constituent elements of these fables.* The genealogies, which

at Tit. iii. 9 have no designative epithet, are here called endless (not

aimless), Tob. xxxvi. 26
;
3 Mace. ii. 9. Things are meant which

may be spun out to an endless extent. The words following con-

tain the reason of the warning against these things, ivJiich minister,
etc. The reading olnovo^iav is so strongly confirmed, in comparison
with the other, oltcodoniav D#*# and oiKodoftijv D*5 etc. (comp. Tis-

chendorf), that we are not at liberty to yield it up from the con-

venience of the latter. ZTj-TJoeig is not to be taken differently here

from vi. 4; 2 Tim. ii. 23; Tit. iii. 9, in all of which passages it

denotes not strife, but questions of controversy, as the result of

which are mentioned in these very passages, contentions, strifes.

The epithetfoolish applied to these questions in 2 Tim. ii. 23; Tit.

iii. 9, is not necessary here any more than at vi. 4, as that with

which they are contrasted plainly shows their nature. On -rrape^eiv

comp. Gal. vi. 17
;
the original signification of the word,

"
to hold

* Huther explains pv&oi and yevea/l. of the Gnostic doctrine of Aeons. Comm. z.

N.T.V. 1.
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out towards one" (comp. vi. 17), explains the annexed clause with

7).
These genealogies hold out only questions, and material always

for disputation. MaAAov TJ intimates what ought to be held forth,

namely, instead of the questions the dispensation of God which is

in faith. OlKwopia deov
77

v morei. This expression is taken to

mean either the gracious efficiency of God in the faith, or the effi-

ciency of a steward of the house of God in awakening or promoting
the faith. But the idea that the doctrine is to hold forth, to afford

(or in whatever sense 7rape%eiv may be taken) the gracious efficiency

of God, appears to me as unsuitable and as unwarranted by the

usage of the apostle, as the other signification is remote from the

context. For how can olKovopia rov Oeov signify the efficiency of a

steward of God, seeing that it is not an olnovofios that is spoken of,

but fables and genealogies, against giving heed to which, a warning
is given, because they do not afford this okovo/ua ? What else then

can be understood by olnov. QEOV than that which ought to be the

import of all Christian doctrine, namely, the dispensation of God
for salvation, "which has its means and its realization in faith ?"

(De Wette). So also Neandera. a. Q. I. p. 541, "the dispensation
of God for the salvation of man."* With this interpretation the

constant use of the expression in Paul's writings agrees (Eph. i. 10,

iii. 2
;

Col. i. 25) ;
it everywhere signifies- a dispensation devised by

God. I cannot see how, as De Wette maintains, the -nap^ovm does

not suit this interpretation : these things, says the apostle, hold out

questions, not the true import of the doctrine
; they afford a fruit-

less exercise for the understanding but nothing for the heart. The

expression which is in faith evidently stands in opposition to the

questions. Olshausen also thus understands the passage ; only, he

further supposes that okovcyuo. TOV deov is used by metonyme to ex-

press what it brings to pass, namely, the progress of the life of faith.

For this the apostle would doubtless have used oiKodofiijv or the like.

Ver. 5.
" But the aim of the exhortation is love out of a pure

heart and a good conscience and faith unfeigned." These words are

not to be understood as a resumption of the Iva napayyti^w, yer. 3,

nor as the beginning of a new train of thought, but as occasioned by
ver. 4, and as standing in an adversative relation to it (&;). The
otherwise abrupt transition from ver. 4 to ver. 5 were inconsistent

with the circumstance that the flow of the ideas causes an anaco-

louthon (comp. on ver. 3). The apostle specifies the aim of the ex-

hortation, with the view of showing how far the things of which he

speaks in ver. 4 deviate from this aim. This aim is love out of a

pure heart, etc. How remote from this are those fables and gene-

alogies with their subtle speculations, which take the place of the

dispensation of God which is in faith ! This love, which is the aim

* I rejoice to find that I coincide with Huther.
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of all precept, rests on the foundation of a pure heart, and a good

conscience, and faith unfeigned, while those questions have nothing
to do with that which is the subject matter of faith. How indeed

can love which has its root in faith proceed from them ? In order

then to understand the connexion, two things must be taken into

consideration, namely, the opposition of that which is in faith to

the questions which exercise the understanding merely, and the

stress which the apostle lays on the source out of which alone love

can spring. A measuring line is here supplied, as Matthies justly

observes, to Timothy and to every other. To re'Aof according to the

common analogous use of the word, Bom. vi. 21, 22
;
2 Cor. xi. 15

;

Phil. iii. 19, signifies neither " sum" nor "
perfection/' but simply

"aim." HapayyeXia, as TrapayyeAAw, has always the definite sense

of "
precept, injunction," whenever used by the apostle, or elsewhere

in the New Testament (comp. on -napayyeXia, 1 Thess. iv. 2). It is

therefore to be taken neither as a designation of the objective doc-

trine = evayyehtov, nor of the Mosaic law = 6
vdjitof, of which no-

thing is said here, nor of the law of Christian morality ;
but it is as

elsewhere "precept, exhortation" in the wider sense, "practical
doctrine as the principal part of the sound doctrine in opposition to

thefables," as De Wette rightly explains it referring to iv. 11, v.

7, vi. 13, 17. The apostle selects the expression with the view of

specifying the end to which all doctrine should tend in those who
are instructed, and to the attainment of which all doctrine should

admonish. The doctrine which has this practical aim becomes of

itself TrapayyeMa. So also Olshausen,
" The highest aim of all the

labour of the Christian preacher should be a practical one, namely,
to call forth true love." Such love, however, springs only from a

pure heart, and a good conscience, and faith unfeigned. 'Aydnr)

(without the article, comp. Winer's Gr., 19, 1, p. 109) denotes the

sum of the moral conduct of a Christian, comp. Rom. xiii. 10 : love

is the fulfilling of the law, Gal. v. 6.

On Kapdia comp. Phil. iv. 7
;
on aadapa aapdia, comp. Matth. v.

8, and Olshausen on the passage ;
1 Pet. i. 22

;
2 Tim. ii. 22. Purity

of heart can result only from a previous purifying, comp. Acts xv.

9 : purifying their hearts by faith. With the pure heart is then

necessarily connected the second thing which the apostle mentions

as pre-supposed in all true love, viz., the ovveidrjaig dyaOrj, comp. iii.

9
;
2 Tim. i. 3

;
or K,akf\, Heb. xiii. 18. It is the conscience which

knows that its guilt is removed, and that it is reconciled to God,
1 Pet. iii. 21

; since, as De Wette truly says, a conscience unrecon-

ciled to God and man cannot love purely, because it cannot believe.*

That only is true love which springs from a conscience that has

* Huther rejects the idea of reconciliation here, and understands cvv. ay. generally

as the consciousness of inward harmony with the divine will.
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experienced the power of divine love, that has been kindled at

divine love. The third thing necessary to true love is faith un-

feigned ; in which words the apostle names the new life-power that

dwells in such a heart and conscience. The pure heart and good

conscience is, with respect to its quality, to be viewed as springing

from faith, observes Olshausen. It is faith which makes the evil

conscience good, and which purifies the heart (Acts xv. 9) ;
but it

does this only when it is itself unfeigned. Where a good conscience

is lost, therefaith disappears, i. 19, and in its place comes, not un-

belief, but a mere pretended faith, and talking (ver. 6), such as the

apostle everywhere represents as a characteristic feature of the op-

ponents who are combated in the Pastoral Epistles. 'AwTroKptroc in

the same sense as it is elsewhere used by the apostle, Rom. xii.

9
;
2 Cor. vi. 6. Comp. also Jam. iii. 17

;
1 Pet. i. 22. Looking

back to what the apostle here says regarding the errors which Tim-

othy is to check, according to the interpretation we have given, we

find the same characteristics as in the Epistle to Titus. As in that

epistle it is evidently not a dogmatical heresy that is spoken of, but

errors which lead away from the truth that tends to godliness, and

which belong to the sphere of unprofitable questions that cause only

strife and contention, so also is it in this epistle. This is shown by
the right interpretation of irepodidaaitaXelv, by the reason given for

the warning against those questions, and by the practical end of all

admonition being placed in opposition to them.

As ver. 5 stands in an adversative relation to ver. 4, so at the

same time it forms the transition to ver. 6 and the following verses,

which give additional characteristics of those errors. The apostle

proceeds to say, that from the want of a pure heart and a good con-

science and faith unfeigned, certain persons have turned aside to

vain talking. Schleiermacher indeed thinks the writer here makes
but an awkward return from the digression in ver. 5, when he rep-
resents this namely, that those opponents could not attain to that

which is the effect of the true doctrine, as the reason why they had
turned aside to vain talking. The writer here betrays, according to

Schleiermacher, the utmost incapacity to return from a slight di-

gression. But ver. 5 is, in our opinion, no digression. And is there

any room for finding fault with the sentiment, that those seducers

were wanting in that fundamental state of mind, from which alone

can proceed that which is the aim of all Christian precept, namely,
love, and that therefore they swerved from this aim, and became

foolish talkers ? This is indeed just the way in which the subject
is treated everywhere in these epistles, comp. vi. 5

;
2 Tim. iii. 8

;

Tit. i. 15. Schleiermacher seems in what he says to have referred

the from which, ver. 6, not merely to the three things last men-

tioned, but also to the love, in regard to which De Wette also was
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in doubt. But even although we had not those parallel passages
from which we learn that it is not the want of love, but the want of

faith and a good conscience, from which ike foolish talking proceeds,
we yet could not refer the wv to dyd-xT), as the expression d$ fiaraio-

Aoym?' plainly designates a false aim in opposition to the true, which
is denoted by dydnij. 'Aaro^a^ only in the Pastoral Epistles, vi. 21;
2 Tim. ii. 18. 'EirrpeTreoflat,

"
to swerve from," v. 15 ;

2 Tim. iv. 4

(Heb. xii.. 13). Both expressions, as Mack rightly observes, are

suggested by the reXoc.. MarcwoAoyta, as Tit. i. 9, naraiohoyot. What
kind of vain talk the apostle means we now learn from ver. 7.

Ver. 7. Desiring to be teachers of the law, without understand-

ing either what they say or whereof they affirm. As at Tit. i. 14,

besides the fables, also commandments of men are mentioned, and
as at Tit. iii. 9, along with the genealogies are mentioned strifes

about tlie law, so here also, with the fables and genealogies is con-

nected the vain talk of those who affect to be teachers of the law.

The expression vofiodiddoKaXoi, which occurs only here, as also ypap-

fia-evg only at 1 Cor. i. 20, reminds us too much of the usual signi-

fication of the term elsewhere (Luke v. 17
;
Acts v. 34), to admit of

our assigning any other to it here. The sense then is : they desire

to be in their way what the doctors of the law are among the Jewish

people. That we are not to understand real teachers of the law is

plain from the expression OeXovreg. Nor will the characteristic here

given apply to the common Judaizing opponents ;
and Schleierma-

cher seems to me to have reason for his objections to this passage on

the supposition that it refers to these well-known opponents.* He
is surprised,.and justly so, that these teachers of the law are not de-

scribed as different from the genealogists and fablers, ver. 4, but that,
on the contrary, the two passages are connected by the expression

fia-cuoXoyia, ver. 6. And he might have added that ^arotoAoyto itself

is but a very weak designation of that Judaizing tendency, and one

that never occurs. Further, he misses a climax here justly ;
for it

has not escaped Schleiermacher to perceive, that the errors named
in ver. 4 appear much less dangerous than the Judaizing tendency.
He says with truth,

" that for Paul, the introduction of the law was
a much greater evil than he describes the fables and genealogies
to be. And how differently does Paul elsewhere oppose the giving
of an undue prominence to the law ! There is not a single argu-
ment given here for a Pauline confutation of the Judaizers/' In all

this Schleiermacher appears to me to be perfectly right, and the ref-

erence to Gal. v. 23, against such there is no law, in reply to him,
to be quite pointless ;

for the fundamental difference in the manner
* Huther also is of opinion, that the persons here meant did not maintain the obli-

gation of the law in the same manner as the Pharisaical Jewish-Christians, but that in

their allegorical interpretations of the law, they claimed to themselves that knowledge of

the law which entitled them to impose arbitrary commands.
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in which the refutation is conducted there and here is not thereby

removed. But another question suggests itself, whether the suppo-

sition from which Schleiermacher and his opponents set out is well

founded, namely, that this passage applies to that well-known Ju-

daizing tendency ;
whether the very way in which Paul characterizes

and refutes the tendency here opposed does not compel us to depart

from that supposition, instead of making it the ground of objec-

tions against the passage ? When we look to the manner in which

the persons here alluded to are said to have come to their vain talk,

ver. 6 to the expression paraioXoyia to the firj roovvre?, as also to

the opposition in vers. 8-10, we can scarcely fail to be convinced

that quite a different class of opponents are meant than the com-

mon Judaists ; they are men such as those described in Tit. i. 14,

15, of whom it is there said that they turn away from the truth

.... that their mind and conscience is defiled. We found, in ex-

pounding that passage, that the common Judaists could not be

meant. Can it be otherwise in the passage before us when there is

so great a similarity in the errors described ? Does not the expres-

sionfrom which some having turned aside indicate the same funda-

mental state of mind as the descriptions which we have just cited

from the Epistle to Titus ? And does not the same word naraio-

toyia here, and in Tit. i. 10, shew the similarity in the error de-

scribed ? And do not the words, to the pure all things are pure,
answer in a certain measure to the not understanding what they say,

etc., in the former of which expressions the apostle gives it to be

understood, that those seducers, while they seek a higher moral per-
fection in such commandments, shew that they are not <pure but de-

filed. Certainly those who are here meant, like the well-known

Judaizers, gave prominence to the law, otherwise the apostle could

not go on to say by way of concession in ver. 8, we know that the

law is good, nor could he describe them as those who wished

to be teachers of the law
;
but the manner in which, and the end

for which they gave prominence to the law, must have been dif-

ferent from that of the Judaizers, otherwise the apostle would have

refuted their error in a different way. What remains to be said will

result from the particular consideration of the passage. Desiring
to be teachers of the law, says the apostle they would be such, but

they are not. And why not, we learn from the words following, not

understanding, etc. It could not have been maintained of the com-
mon Judaists that they knew not what they said. The expression
answers only to those who do not really aim at what their words de-

clare, who do not see through the real tendency of that whicli they
affirm. On the change of the relative to the interrogative see

Winer's Gr., 25, 1, p. 152. In the a and nepl rivuv De Wette
does not understand different objects, as Kepi -ivo$ <Jm/3e/3., comp.
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Tit. iii. 8, does not signify
" to put forth confirmatory assertions

concerning anything/' hut "
to confirm anything." But what sig-

nification is then to he given to -nepi ? Others therefore (for ex-

ample Leo) rightly explain the first member of the subjective

assertions, the second of the object itself about which these assertions

are made. So also Huther.

Vers. 8-10.'
" But we know that the law is good if one use it

agreeably to its design/' The sentence is not antithetical to an as~

sertion of these teachers of the law, which taught that the law is

not good, as Baur understands it, regarding it as opposed to the

Marcionitic rejection of the law
;

it rather concedes this assertion to

the opponents, but adds a limitation (idv) in connexion with which

alone it is true, and the neglect of which leads to error. On this

concessive sense of oldafiev em, comp. Bom. vii. 14
;
1 Cor. viii. 1.

How little Baur's interpretation consists with the appellation teachers

of the law, has already been shewn in the General Introduction.

Against this view De Wette also justly draws attention to the cir-

cumstance, that ver. 4, comp. with Tit. i. 14, shews that it is not

Judaizers who are spoken of. The limitation which the apostle an-

nexes to the assertion, the law is good, namely, if a man use it law-

fully, shews that it is not of the law itself, but of the use of it that

he speaks. The law is good if a man know how to use it. By ri$

the apostle understands
" him who will teach," as Bengel has already

observed. No/w^wf, as the law itself desires to be used,
"
agreeably

to the design of the law." But we learn from ver. 9, first nega-

tively, and then positively, what the design of the law is, which he

must know who will rightly use it. He must know and consider

that it is not designed for the 6inaiog* The negative sentence must

doubtless contain the error, to the charge of which those teachers

of the law exposed themselves. Consequently, they acted as if the

law were designed for the righteous man ; they thought it necessary
to improve the gospel by the law, they set up requirements which

involved a recurrence to the law, in order by the fulfilment of these

to lead to a higher stage of moral perfection. The expression bodily

exercise, iv. 8, points to such a tendency, which is there spoken of

in connexion with the fables, and the same appears on comparing
Tit. i. 14. And, if we are not mistaken in placing these fables and

genealogies in connexion with the legal tendency, it would seem to

follow that this tendency did not consist in simply giving promi-
nence to the Mosaic law, but in such an application of the law as

connected itselfwith pretentions to a more profound wisdom, through
which a higher moral perfection was attainable than by a simple ad-

herence to the gospel. With this interpretation the positive state-

* Multum de hoc Pauli loco disputatum esse tempore restauratorum sacrorum ab

Agricola .... notum est. Leo.

VOL. VI. 3
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ment of the design of the law fully agrees, and it alone will explain

why the apostle here enumerates a series of the worst vices which

the law is designed to punish. It fares with those teachers of the

law that, while they would be wise, they become fools
;
while they

boast of a higher wisdom and a higher morality, they really bring

themselves down to the level of the avo^wi. For this very reason the

apostle says of them, that they know not what they say nor whereof

they affirm. On utiaBai in the signification,
" to be ordained, ap-

pointed," comp. Luke ii. 34 ;
Phil. i. 17

;
1 Thess. iil 3. On ro/iof,

without the article, Winer's Gr., 19, 1, p. 109. A*a*o? has here

its exact opposite in what follows, according to which it cannot be

understood of the justified person
= dtKcuuOds, but in the sense

which it often has = honest, virtuous, which indeed he only can

be who is justified, and who has received the new life of the spirit.

Comp. on the whole subject, Gal. v. 18, 23
;
Rom. vi. 14. Then

follow as opposed to dinaiw, the general terms, druuois <Jt nal d

TOKTOI$. On dvopog, comp. Tit. ii. 14. '\ TOTOJCTO?, as the effect of

obstinacy, occurs only in the Pastoral Epistles in this sense
;
similar

to it is the term drrtuOels often used by the apostle. As these two

terms are connected with each other, so also are the two following,

doefteoi KM. d/taprwAoZf, and in like manner dvoaioiq KOI fcj/j/.ois. On

dae0jfr, comp. Tit. ii. 12. 'A/ioprojAof here denotes the open sinner.

On dvooux;, Tit. i. 8. B#3/Ao?, Heb. xii. 16, unholy, impure. From
these general terms, the apostle passes to special crimes and vices

which the law is designed to restrain. He purposely names the worst

crimes and vices, in order thus to expose the folly of those who make
the observance of the law to be binding upon Christians, and thereby

fancy that a special superiority belongs to them. " The law is de-

signed for fratricides and matricides, for manslayers, for whoremon-

gers, for Sodomites, for menstealers (comp. Ex. xxi. 10
;
Dent. xxiv.

7), for liars, for perjured persons, and whatsoever is contrary to

sound doctrine." With regard to the first three of these terms,
Schleiermacher remarks that they are all foreign to the New Testa-

ment, and also, that Paul is not wont to name such vices in such a
connexion. These remarks remind us anew of how differently the

apostle goes to work, when he elsewhere opposes the Judaizers. And
what proper sense can we attach to what the apostle here says, when
viewed as directed against the Judaizers, namely, that the law

designed for the righteous, but for the lawless ? He surely cannot
intend to say : in reference to the lawless, etc., those Judaizers are

right in their way of enforcing the observance of the law, but not
in reference to the righteous. The entire distinction between the

diKaiog and the dvofio$, as here given, has not the slightest reference

to the question of dispute between the apostle and those opponents.
For as they could not be supposed to insist on the riyhtevusness by



FIKST TIMOTHY I. 11. 35

the law only in reference to the diicatog, as little would the apostle

desire that they should do this in respect to the dvopoi. On the con-

trary, all becomes plain, when we suppose that the apostle has in

his eye, those who regarded the law as a means by which Christians

were to attain a still higher moral perfection. In opposition to such,

nothing more suitable could be said than just what the apostle here

says, namely, that the law is quite good, only they must know that

it is not designed for the righteous, as they think, but for the law-

less, etc. These the law is designed to restrain.
" And if there be

any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine," the apostle adds.

On vy. 6id.
y comp. Tit. i. 9, and Leo on the present passage. The

apostle having already purposely named the most flagrant crimes

and vices, now sums up everything else that is contrary to the doc-

trine which leads to godliness, in the words, if there be any, etc.

Moreover, the expression here reminds us so strongly of the charge
which the apostle brings elsewhere against these errors, namely, that

they are wanting in the principle of morality, and consequently in

the fruits of morality, that one might be inclined to suppose the

apostle intends to say ironically : these teachers of the law ought

certainly to use the law
; enough will be found in them to which it

can apply. Comp. Tit. i. 15, etc.

Ver. 11. In testimony of what he has just said, namely, that

the law is not designed for the virtuous, but for the lawless, the

apostle appeals to his gospel, which has been intrusted to him. The
critics have thought this appeal to his gospel to be altogether unne-

cessary, and regard this as an illustration of how the pseudo-apostle

always seeks occasion to make the apostle speak of himself. But the

words, with which I was intrusted, shew that the writer has in view

a certain contrast
;
the gospel, as De Wette says, with which he is

intrusted is, in reference to the manner in which it teaches that the

law should be used, characterized as Pauline, in contrast with that

of these teachers of the law. Thus is removed all ground for re-

garding what the apostle here says of himself as a merely, casual

expression. Kara cannot be connected with rq vy. didaoKaXia (Leo),
were it for no other reason than that the article is wanting, and also

that it would make an altogether superfluous and tautological ex-

planation. As little is it to be connected with avriiceiTai, which is

already sufficiently determined by the sound doctrine. It is rather

in testimony of what he has said, ver. 9, respecting the design of

the law, that he here appeals to his gospel. So also Huther. " In

reality," says De Wette,
" the sentiment in ver. 9 is Pauline (comp.

Rom. vi. 14
;
Gal. v. 18) ;

the apostle, however, would not thus have

opposed these teachers of the law, but rather with the statement,
that we can be justified only through faith. The writer takes an
Irengean position, between the friends of the law and the Pauline
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party." The first of these remarks is as just as the second is harm-

less in regard to our position.
The apostle is not dealing with those

who contest the doctrine of justification by faith, but with such as

in addition to faith, prescribe for the diicaioi; certain requirements of

a pretendedly higher morality, for which they appeal to the Old

Testament. To euoyyeXtw 1% (Jd&j? :

"
gospel of the glory of God,"

the import of which is this glory, 2 Cor. iv. 4. This glory is here,

as elsewhere represented, as revealed to the world in Jesus Christ

(Rom. ix. 23 : Eph. i. 17, iii. 16). The designation, rfc 66fa, as

also the epithet panapiov, gives prominence to the preponderating

value of the gospel, in opposition to that legal error
;

it is the reve-

lation of the glory of him who is blessed. The revelation of his

glory will therefore be rich in blessings. Matcdpiog applied to God

also at vi. 15 ;
for what remains, comp. on Tit. ii. 13. On 8 tmo-

revOrjv, Winer's Gr., 39, 1, p. 232, a construction frequently used

by the apostle, and only by him.

Ver. 12. The apostle has appealed to the gospel which was

committed to his trust, in opposition to those teachers of the law.

In ver. 12, seq., he dwells on the manner in which this trust was

committed to him, in order thus to show what certainty he has of

the truth of the gospel the certainty, namely, of a personal expe-

rience, in virtue of which he who was a blasphemer and a persecutor

was transformed into a minister of Jesus Christ. The apostle, how-

ever, following the impulse of his heart, clothes the idea in the form

of a thanksgiving. Baumgarten has traced the scope of the passage

otherwise, a. a. Q. p. 224, in opposition to Schleiermacher, who finds

here a total want of connexion. The apostle, according to Baum-

garten, speaks of himself, in so far as in his case, the peculiar nature

of the gospel, as designed precisely for the salvation of sinners and

transgressors of the law, was convincingly manifested. The ques-
tion to which no reply is given in vers. 9 and 10, namely, how are

transgressors of the law to attain to righteousness, is here answered.

This interpretation, however, will hold only when vers. 9 and 10 are

viewed as opposed to the common Judaistic tendency. And even

apart from this, ver. 12 appears to me to stand in so close a con-

nexion with the emphatic words of the preceding verse which was
committed to my trust, that it can only be understood as a farther

explanation of these words. Nor do the words, but I obtained

mercy because I did it in ignorance, agree with the above view.

Doubtless the apostle intends to show, how in his own person, in his

own history, the import of the gospel is strikingly represented, and
how the entire forbearance of divine love has been manifested in the

mercy which he obtained, and has thus made him a pattern to all

who should hereafter believe. But are we to regard this as supple-

mentary to the doctrine stated before respecting the design of the
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law ? There is surely nothing in these words about the law or its

design. Nay, the apostle's conversion is in the least degree fitted

to show the relation of the law to faith
;

for it was not a knowledge
of his sins wrought in him by the law that brought him to Christ.

This, however, must be the case with any one who should show by
his example, how the transgressors of the law may be led by the law

itself to the righteousness in Christ Jesus, how the law is a school-

master to bring us to Christ. Kat before yfipiv e%, which is not

found in A.F.Gr., etc., has perhaps rightly been retained by Tisch-

endorf according to D.I.K., etc. And I thank Christ Jesus our

Lord who hath enabled me, that he counted me faithful, appointing
me to the ministry, although I was before a blasphemer and a per-
secutor and injurious, says the apostle, in explanation of the words

which was committed to my trust, ver. 11. Christ who hath enabled

me inasmuch as the strength for the ministry to which the Lord
hath appointed him, proceeds not from himself, but from the Lord
who hath called him to this ministry ;

the apostle, as Matthies well

observes, repels the supposition, that "at the time when he was

called, the strength for the ministry was already present in him, and
was only acknowledged by the Lord." On Kvdvva^iow (a genuine
Pauline word) comp. on Phil. iv. 13. The ground of his thanks is

expressed in the words, that he counted me faithful, which are

further explained by the following putting, etc., for this latter is the

actual proof of the statement, he counted me faithful. Faithful

(comp. 1 Cor. iv. 2), is the quality required of a steward of God,
thu strength is given by the Lord. On the whole expression comp.
1 Cor. vii. 25. In like manner the expression depevog elg has its

parallel in 1 Thess. v. 9
; comp. also Acts xiii. 47. On dtaicoviav, in

its wider signification, comp. Kom. xi. 13
; Eph. iii. 7 ; Col. i. 23.

Ver. 13. The apostle now describes his former condition in the

words, who was before a blasphemer and a persecutor and injurious.
To nporepov, not rov, according to A.D.*F.Gr.. etc. These strong

expressions are designed to give effect to the contrast with the fore-

going, putting me into the ministry. In this way, by so powerful
an experience of the transforming grace of the Lord, did he become
a minister of Christ, from being a blasphemer and a persecutor. On
(3Ma<j)r]iJ.og comp. Acts xxvi. 11

;
on diuKrrjs, at which Schleiermacher

has stumbled, passages such as Gral. i. 13
;
on v(3pioTr)v, Matth. xxii.

6, etc. The last expression forms a climax with the foregoing, de-

noting an act of wanton and contemptuous injury. On the parti-

ciple 6K[j,evo$, not = the infinitive, comp. Winer, 45, 4, p. 311.
" But I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."

* Hutker: the apostle dwells till ver. 17 on the grace experienced by him, in such a

manner, however, as to make it most clearly manifest, that the gospel committed to his

trust is a gospel of the glory of the blessed God.
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These words are not intended as a palliation of his conduct, bnt

only to show that there was that in him upon which mercy might

take hold, how it was possible for mercy to he shown to him. Mack

well observes, that "the words of Christ, Matth. xii. 31, seq., were

confirmed in the apostle, that every sin and blasphemy, even that

against the Son, may be forgiven, so long as there is no blasphemy

against the Spirit." / obtained mercy; this expression points to

the fact denoted by, was committed to my trust, ver. 11, and counted

me faithful, putting, etc. By this the apostle is assured that he

has obtained mercy. The expression refers to the condition de-

scribed in ver. 13, from which compassionating grace has rescued

him. When the apostle says, I obtained mercy because I did it

ignorantly in unbelief, he does not mean that he had a claim to such

mercy, as if on introduced a sufficient reason for the bestowal of

mercy ;
he only explains how it was possible that such a sinner

could obtain mercy, Acts, iii. 17. The positive ground of mercy

being shown to him, lies solely in the compassion of God, Tit. iii. 5.

The ground of the ignorance lies in the unbelief, which implies that

this ignorance is by no means unaccompanied with guilt. But there

is still a great difference between the conduct which the apostle

here describes, to which he was led by an honest zeal for the law,

and that of which we read in Luke xi. 52
;
Matth. xii. 32, which

proceeds from an indelible enmity against whatever is of God, and

a wilful striving against the spirit of God. In this case grace could

save only by compelling power.
Ver. 14.

" And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant

with faith and love in Christ Jesus." The apostle here places in

opposition to the state just described, ver. 13, the new state, namely,
that of grace, which magnifies itself in his life and labours, and

which has adorned these with faith and love in Christ Jesus, i. e.,

love which has its root in him. Faith and love are the result of

grace ;
when grace magnifies itself in a man, it brings faith and

love along with it. The love which is in Christ Jesus, Olshausen

remarks, is not the love which Christ has and exercises, but that

which he gives to men. Its being joined with faith necessitates

this interpretation. Faith and love form the antithesis to unbelief,
ver. 13, comp. with ver. 6. The expression vTrepTrkeovafa, only here
= was exceeding abundant, not to be taken in a comparative sense;

compare passages such as Horn. v. 20, vi. 1
;
2 Cor. iv. 15, where

-rrteavdZetv occurs, with passages such as 2 Cor. vii. 4
;
2 Thess. i. 3,

where similar compounds occur. That the humility as well as the

greatness of the apostle is here expressed, as also elsewhere, has
been observed by Mack, who refers to Phil. i. 21, ii. 1

;
2 Cor. x. 5,

13-19
;
Gal. iv. 19.

Ver. 15. The apostle has just described how the power of saving
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love manifested itself in him.
"

Thus from his own experience he

can testify what he here says : assuredly true and worthy of all ac-

ceptance is the assertion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to

save sinners, of whom, he adds, I am chief. Tliorbg 6 Adyo^, comp.
on Tit. iii. 8. 'ATrodo^?/, as also aTrode/crof, (the former occurring

again at iv. 9, the latter ii. 3, v. 4), only in this epistle. On the

other hand, the apostle uses elsewhere deicrog and evnpoodeKrog, Phil,

iv. 18
;
2 Cor. vi. 2

;
Kom. xv. 31, etc.

; comp., besides, Acts ii. 41,

they that gladly received the word (aTrode^dfievoi
rbv Adyov). On the

classical use of the word, see Leo on the passage. On -ndaa dnodox.^,

like Trdoa %apd, full joy, Winer's Gr., 18, 4, p. 101. On Christ

Jesus as the subject of what follows, comp. Phil. ii. 5, seq. "Ep%ea-

6ai d$ tcoopov, with definite allusion to the pre-existence of Christ.

It is the substance of what is contained in the gospel committed to

his trust, which the apostle here compresses into these words as the

experience of his own life
; comp. Matth. xviii. 11

; Luke, xix. 10,
" Of whom I am the chief." Some have thought this expression too

strong, and endeavoured to soften it by pointing to the omission of

the article (against which .De Wette justly refers to Matth. x. 2,

xxii. 38), or to the present tense, d\ii, according to which it applies

only to the saved sinner. But wv refers not to saved sinners, but to

sinners in general. All these limitations come into collision with

ver. 16, the entire signification of which rests on this -Kp&roq in its

full sense. The apostle also speaks elsewhere of his former life

in the same manner
; comp. Eph. iii. 8

;
1 Cor. xv. 8, 9, where

he states as the reason of his humiliation : because, I persecuted
the church of God. So here where the apostle calls himself

Trpwrov, we are to associate this with what he says in ver. 13, nor

are we to be hindered from this by the words, I obtained pardon
because I did it ignorantly, etc., comp. above. Only to this

reference of the Trpwrof to ver, 13 the outward act corresponds
also what he says of himself, ver. 16. It is the conduct of the

apostle in itself, viewed by him apart from its mitigating circum-

stances, which constrains him to make use of this expression regard-

ing himself.

Ver. 16. Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, as above at

ver. 14, antithetical with the apostle's judgment concerning himself.

Although the chief of sinners, I yet obtained pardon for this cause

pointing forward emphatically to the Iva that in me the chief

(for np&Tog is not to be taken differently here from, before), Christ

Jesus might show his entire forbearance, for a pattern to those who
should hereafter repose their believing trust in him to life everlast-

ing. The whole passage indicates how entirely in earnest the apostle
was in the -rrpti-og tyw. Only thus can he see in his having obtained

mercy, the entire riches of the divine forbearance, and hold it up aa
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a consoling pattern to all who shall hereafter believe, even to the

greatest sinners. "A real miracle- of the love of Jesus Christ to

sinners," Olshausen. UaKpoOvfiia, some think it necessary, without

reason, to understand this word as
"
magnanimity." But does not

the long-suffering of the divine love which follows the sinner appear

in the conversion of Paul ? On rfv anaoav (so Tischeudorf ) paKpo-

Ovfitav, comp. Winer's Grr., 18, 4, p. 101. 'Tiro-nmuats (only again

at 2 Tim. i.* 13) = TVTTO?, 1 Cor. x. 6, 11
; Phil. iii. 17, etc., or

vnodeiyna, John, xiii. 15 ;
2 Pet. ii. 6, etc. The common interpre-

tation is,
" that I may be a pattern," better thus,

" that this proof

of his long-suffering may be a pattern ;" and perhaps for this very

reason it is v-norvnuou;, and not rvTrof. The less frequent connexion

mareveiv im (Eom. ix. 33, x. 11
;
1 Pet. ii. 6

; [Matth. xxvii. 42])

represents Christ as the foundation on which faith rests. To life

everlasting, this again is the mark which all true faith has, and

keeps in its eye ; comp. on Tit. i. 2.

Ver. 17. The consideration of that which, as a pattern to all

who should afterwards believe, has been done in the apostle, and

has made him an enduring monument of the saving long-suffering

of Christ, constrains him to the ascription of praise which he here

makes, and with which he closes the explanation of the above 8

tmarevdrjv <tyw in the same way as it was begun. Such expressions

of adoration, says Schleiermacher, are found for the most part only
where a subject somewhat fully treated is brought to a termination,
and shown in a light convincingly clear; so Rom. xi.

;
1 Cor. xv.

;

2 Cor. ix. 15 ; Eph. iii. 21, etc. I think that both of these things

may be predicated of the passage before us. The train of thought
to which the 8 emoTevOrjv t-yw gave occasion is brought to a conclu-

sion, and it is made out with convincing clearness that he is war-

ranted in saying that of himself. " And can any one," asks Bauni-

garten justly,
"
imagine a more suitable conclusion. The apostle

has not merely in a general form declared the counsel of God for the

salvation of men, with which his whole soul was filled, but he has

brought this subject home to his own person and his own experience;
he has held himself forth as a living announcement of the truth,
his history as a type of the gospel." Tu> tJt ffaatkel rtiv aluvuv occurs

nowhere else in the New Testament. The same expression, how-

ever, is found in Tob. xiii. 6, 10, and DrcV*- nV, Ps. cxlv. 13.

Parallel expressions beyond the Bible, both from the Christian and
the ante-Christian period, have been collected by Bdittger, on this

passage and on vi. 15, a. a. Q., p. 97. Olshausen remarks that it

is doubtful whether atwve? is to be understood as denoting the sum
of the ages = eternity, thus, king of eternity, or as equivalent to

"world," which develops itself in time, as Heb. i. 2, xi. 3, comp. on

,
Harless on Eph., p. 143. De Wette also wavers between the



FIRST TIMOTHY I. 18. 41

two significations. It appears to me better that al&veg should be

taken in the same sense as afterwards in eig rovg al&vac- T&V al&vuv
= Trdvrag al&vac; (comp. on Phil. iv. 20). He is a king of the ages,
which together make up the idea of eternity, as His kingdom (comp.
Ps. cxlv. 13) is an everlasting kingdom. Huther takes altiveg =
world, as Heb. i. 2, xi. 3. To this the apostle is led by the fore-

going expression, ver. 16, /? ??v al6viov
}
with which the expression

in ver. 17 is immediately connected, as also the rest of the epithets
in this verse represent God, not so much in his relation to the world

as in the infinite fulness and majesty of his being. Honour and

praise are due to Him, the king of the ages, the immortal, invisible,

the only God
;

for He it is in whom all fulness dwells, who has

come nigh to us in Christ Jesus to save us. It is altogether wrong,

therefore, to refer the doxology to Christ
;
the epithet invisible is

decisive against this. On a^fla'praj, comp. Rom. i. 23
;
on doparw,

Col. i. 15
;
Heb. xi. 27

;
Rom. i. 20. Mdvw 6e&

}
not judvaj ao</><3 few,

which has A.D.*F.G., etc., against it, and appears to be a gloss
from Rom. xvi. 27, as also Jude 25. 'A^v is also added elsewhere

in the same way (Gal. i. 5
;
Phil. iv. 20, etc.). Finally, comp. on

Phil. iv. 20. Dr. Baur thinks that the epithets here applied to God
are of a Gnostic cast. The parallel passages to which we have re-

ferred show how little necessity there is for such an opinion.
Ver. 18. The apostle, after this explanation of o smorevd^v eyw

upon which his heart has poured itself forth in an ascription of praise
to God, now turns again to Timothy, comp. ver. 3. We have seen

how in that verse there was a protasis without an apodosis. Have
we not the apodosis here, if not formally, at least substantially ?

Let us in the first place inquire to what the ravrrjv TTJV

refers ? It cannot be referred to the immediately-forego

saying, for -rrapayyekia, as we have seen, denotes, an injunction or

charge, and what we read in ver. 15 and the context is not given in

the form of a charge. It will not even do to refer the ravrr]v r. n.

directly to Trapayysihyg, ver. 3, or Trapayyekiag}
ver. 5, as De Wette

has shewn
;
for against the former it is to be observed that the im-

port of the charge is there definitely stated in the words, forbid
some to teach otherwise, against the latter, that it is not a certain

injunction or charge, but precept in general that is spoken of in ver.

5. Thus the ravrrjv ri]v n. can be explained only as pointing to the

following Iva (so also Huther), where it is to be observed that the

form of the sentence beginning with Iva has been modified by the

words, according toformer prophecies regarding thee, to which it is

referred. The apostle therefore writes thus : this charge I commit
to thee, my son Tim.othy, according to the prophecies which went
before on thee, that thou dost war in them the good warfare.

Without the Kara in the foregoing clause, the apostle would have
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said : that thou dost war the good warfare, in which the substance

of the charge is given (Iva in a weakened signification). But what

else can the good warfare be which Timothy is to war, than the ful-

filling of his calling ? And the apostle has set before him in ver. 3,

seq., what is the duty which his calling actually imposes upon him.

The idea, therefore, which must have been expressed in the apodosis

if it had been given, is found here, although in a more general form.

Next to a regular apodosis, we could imagine no better form for the

conclusion than that which we have here. Although the direct ref-

erence of rav-riv rrjv TT. back to ver. 3, seq., is impossible, still, as

Schleiermacher himself has perceived, the -rrapayyeUa carries us back

to fhefaith and good conscience in ver. 5, and reminds us that it is

here we are to seek the substance of the apodosis to the KaOug, ver.

3. So also Olshausen : "Paul resumes in substance what is said at

ver. 3, seq/' He, however, explains the irapayyeMa also here of the

special commission to oppose the heretics. And does the writer of

the epistle really, as Schleiermacher maintains, leap back in ver. 18

to the old subject ? He has already, in ver. 8, seq., shewn in oppo-
sition to the teachers of the law, what is the right use of the law,

and referred in testimony of this to the gospel committed to his

trust, and proved that he has the assurance of his own experience to

produce for the truth of this gospel. How naturally then is this

followed up with the injunction to Timothy (so well-founded, in as

far as the apostle is concerned, before whose eyes the certainty as

well as the glory of this gospel has been presented) to war the
'

warfare, to do what he is taught to do in vers. 3-10 ? Similarly
also Heydenreich : in virtue of this my office, which has been com-

mitted to me, who was once a persecutor, but who obtained mercy of

the Lord, vers. 13-16, I charge thee, etc. The apostle, however,
mentions at the same time an additional ground of obligation which

Timothy has in his own person to war the good warfare of his call-

ing, in the words, according to the prophecies, etc. He reminds him
of the prophecies that have been spoken in regard to him, and

charges him according to these to see that they are fulfilled in him,
by warring the good warfare iv av-alc;. We see here that whatever

might have the effect of stirring up Timothy to a faithful perform-
ance of his duty is held up before him. On Traparieeuai comp. Matth.
xiii. 24, 31

;
Acts vii. 23

;
2 Tim. ii. 2. Kara has been regarded

without any reason as a hyperbaton ;
it belongs really to -napariOeiiai, ;

in what way it belongs to oTparevq is shewn by iv avralg. By -npoa-

yovaag -npo^reiat; are denoted antecedent or preceding prophecies,

comp. Heb. vii. 18
;
im as is to be connected with npo^. On the

subject, comp. iv. 14, from which we may gather that on the occa-

sion of the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, such words
were spoken concerning him as indicated what was to be expected



FIEST TIMOTHY I. 19. 43

of him. .So Olshausen and Huther ; but it is not his ordination to

his office that is spoken of. I am not inclined to regard the good re-

port which, according to Acts xvi. 2, Timothy had of all the brethren

in Lystra and Iconiuni as identical with these prophecies, comp.
Acts vi. 3, etc. The occurrence referred to is to be conceived as simi-

lar to that in Acts xiii. 1, where we find prophecy and laying on of
hands conjoined. For what remains comp. iv. 14 and 2 Tim. i. 6.

True, nothing is recorded in the Acts of these prophecies in refer-

ence to Timothy. But what can be inferred from this ? As well

might we suppose a discrepancy to exist between 2 Tim. i. 6 and
1 Tim. iv. 14. Compare also Gal. ii. 2 with Acts xv. 1, the former

of which passages speaks of a revelation, of which the latter says

nothing. This passage also supplies us with an argument against

Schleiermacher, to prove that the apostle elsewhere also appeals to

such a revelation. In reply, however, to the objection that it was

not the apostle's custom to pay regard to prophecies when he himself

had to act, in support of which Schleiermacher refers to Acts xxi.

11, seq., Baumgarten has already observed justly, that the prophecy
cited from Acts xxi. 11 contains nothing at all about what Paul

should do or not do, and has referred with reason to Paul's opinion

concerning prophecy, 1 Cor. xii. 10
; Eph. iv. 11

;
1 Cor. xiv. 1.

'Ev avrals is rendered by De Wette,
"

in the strength of," better
"

in, with," armed as it were with these. On oTpareveadai rrjv K.

orpareiav, comp. 2 Cor. x. 4
; Eph. vi. 14

;
1 Thess. v. 8

;
and on

2 Tim. ii. 3-5. It is not his conduct as an individual, but rather in

his official character, which is here meant. Chrysostom : diarl a/leZ

orparziav rb npay^a
'

drjh&v ore Trokepog iyrjyeprai, otyodpbg tract
j^fiv,

pj/Ucrra ds TGJ didaa/ca/La). Srpareta, as Huther observes, means pro-

perly
"
military service," not merely

"
fight."

Ver. 19. All fitness for this military service, however, stands

connected with the character and state of the individual engaged in

it. That which the teacher seeks to bring about in others, he must

himself have, and hold fast
;
hence the apostle adds,

"
holding faith

and a good conscience," which he has mentioned above, ver. 5, as

the fundamental condition of all Christian life and striving. He is

to hold faith and a good conscience (t%wv not holding fast = tcare-

as if it would escape from him
;

to which the expression
does not correspond); for the examples of Hymeneus

and Alexander shew how it will go with those who put these away
from them. The good conscience is represented as the condition and

ground of faith. The sentiment, observes Olshausen, is practically of

the greatest importance, that the loss of a good conscience will cause

shipwreck of faith. The state of faith depends on the inmost ten-

dency of the soul in man
;
the consciousness of sin kills the germ of

faith in man. "Hv refers of course only to ay. oweid. The expres-
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sion dTruadfiEvoi,
"
having cast off," denotes a wilful act. Bengel

rightly shews the reason of this, when he says : they have cast it

from them, as a troublesome monitor. The expression already points

to the ivavdyqaav, according to which the good conscience is to be

conceived of as the anchor of faith. It is found also in a meta-

phorical sense at Korn. xi. 1, 2
;
Acts vii. 39, xiii. 46

;
Prov. xxiii.

23 * Hos. iv. 6
;
Ezek. xliii. 9. Conscience is a power in man which

contradicts him when he acts in opposition to it
; according to

which the expression dmoa. involves nothing unsuitable (against

Schleiermacher). The consequence of this casting o^fis the making

shipwreck of faith. Tlepi,
" with respect to," Winer's Gr., 49, i., p.

361. It is well-known how frequently this metaphor was applied

in the ancient church, representing the course of faith as a voyage.

Ver. 20. As examples of this class, Hymeneus and Alexander

are named, who in this way have come not merely to the loss of

faith, but have even gone the length of blasphemy, and upon whom,

therefore, the apostle was compelled to exercise his apostolical power
of punishment. In 1 Cor. v. 5, we find a parallel to this conduct

on the part of the apostle. Olshausen remarks on this, that the

idea of excommunication certainly lies in it, but so as that without

the church of Christ we are to conceive of the kingdom and power
of Satan (Acts xxvi. 18); he who is excluded from it becomes

thereby the prey of Satanic power. A comparison with 1 Cor. v.,

however, suggests the question whether something still more special

is not to be understood in our present passage. There, it is added,
that the giving over to Satan is to operate not only spiritually but

also physically. This implies that severe suffei in -c and the

like, should come upon the person excommunicated, which should

have the effect of bringing him to reflection, in order that his soul

might be saved. Here also the salvation of the persons concerned
is the end which the apostle has in view. Nothing is here said of

bodily sufferings ;
but although all the church doctors explain this

formula as also a formula of excommunication, we yet do not find that

it was ever used as such, but always dvddepa terra). It would seem
that the church has supposed that this phrase involved an apostoli-
cal prerogative (comp. Acts v.) Tlaidevu denotes here as at 1 Cor.

xi. 32
;
2 Cor. vi. 9, etc., to instruct by discipline. B^aa^rjfiElv can,

in accordance with the context, be referred only to speaking evil of
that which is Divine, comp. vi. 1, and 2 Pet. ii. 10

;
Jude 8. Hy-

meneus and Alexander are the persons in whom Timothy may see

an example of what the apostle has just maintained. Whether the
fact itself to which reference is here made, was already known to

Timothy or not, is of no importance for the apostle's object. But
the form of the reference shews, that the individuals must at all

events have been known to him. Whether both belonged to Ephesus
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cannot "be determined with, certainty, as this also was irrelevant to

the apostle's object. The former name occurs also at 2 Tim. ii. 17,

in connexion with Philetus, where these two are adduced as exam-

ples to shew how the " vain talking" tends ever more and more to

ungodliness, and has even carried them the length of maintaining
that the resurrection is past already. That what is there said is

quite consistent with what we read in the passage before us, on the

supposition that one and the same person is meant, and that the doc-

trine, the resurrection is past already, must be congenial to one who
has an evil conscience, needs no farther shewing. The connexion

with Philetus is no proof against the identity of the person, for it

might easily be the case that Alexander did not participate with

him in that special heresy, as he did in the moral aberration which

lay beneath it. Hence, the most of commentators, Olshausen

among the number, have maintained the identity of the person,

while Mosheim has denied it. Comp. on 2 Tim. ii. 17. With regard
to Alexander, we meet this name also again at 2 Tim. iv. 14, where

the individual referred to appears as a personal adversary of the

apostle, and Timothy is warned against him. He has there the by-

name 6 xaktcevg, by which it is intended to distinguish him from an-

other of the same name. He is not there described as having been

shut out from the church, without however our being able to say
that he was not, for on this latter supposition also, his conduct to-

wards the apostle and the warning against him may be explained.

Just as little is he described as a heretic. Many commentators,
doubtless with reason, identify him with the person named in Acts

xix. 23, and distinguish him from the one mentioned in our passage ;

while others again, as Olshausen, recognize three of this name, and

understand a different person in each of the three passages. The
whole question is one merely of probability. If accordingly we
decide for the identity of the Hymeneus named here and at 2 Tim.

ii. 17, and against that of the Alexander likewise named twice, the

possibility of its being otherwise in reference to the former, must

still be acknowledged. It seems therefore all the more surprising
that the criticism to which we are opposed lays so much stress for

its purposes on these names. Thus De Wette, on the supposition
that the Hymeneus mentioned in the first and second Epistle to

Timothy, is the same person, seeks to prove, from the difference in

the circumstances referred to in each instance, the earlier date of

the second Epistle to Timothy, and thereby the spuriousness of all

the Pastoral Epistles. But if the circumstances cannot in reality

be reconciled with the supposition that one and the same person is

meant, there remains still the possible supposition that different

persons are meant. To this it has been objected that, apart from

the improbability which lies in the sameness of the name, Paul
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would in this case have held up to the Hymeneus of the second

epistle that of the first as a warning example. But this objection

rests on the untenable supposition, that the Hymeneus of the

second epistle was himself to be warned, whereas he is only adduced

as an example for Timothy, to shew him whither that vain talking

tends, in which case any such allusion to the Hymeneus of the first

epistle would have been quite superfluous. And when it is further

objected by Schleiermacher against two persons being meant, that

in this case the person second-named must have been distinguished

from the first by some by-name we may reasonably reply that the

one is sufficiently distinguished from the other, by being named in

connexion with his companion in error. In addition to this, it can-

not at all be proved that either in the one place or the other it is

persons in Ephesus who are spoken of. This cannot be inferred from

the fact that they are named as examples, as indeed generally the

critics have paid too little attention to this circumstance, that the

persons named are only meant to serve as examples. And if it were

really the case, as those critics maintain, that the author of the first

epistle had the second in his eye, and
"
thought it necessary to make

it appear that the heresy had made progress such as would be suffi-

ciently accounted for by what is said in the second epistle," why
should he have separated Hymeneus and Philetus, who are there

named together, and have placed Hymeneus along with Alexander,
as he must surely have observed the different connexion in which the

latter is mentioned in 2 Tim. ii. 17 ? Will Dr. Baur's answer to

this question be held sufficient, namely, that in 1 Tim. i. 20, Hy-r
meneus stands at the same time for the Philetus named with and
after him ? We have here one of those cases in which favour for the

author or prejudice against him obtains free scope, because nothing
can be evidently proved. For this very reason, however, the ques-
tion can be of no advantage to the opposing critics.

Before leaving this section, we have still to look at the prin-

cipal attack which has been directed against it by Schleiermacher.

According to the Introduction, ver. 3, says Schleiermacher, it is

the writer's intention to give directions to Timothy as to his con-
duct towards the heretics. But no such directions are to be found

;

with the exception of vers. 3-11 and vers. 19 and 20, nothing is

said about heretics at all till we come to chap. iv. 1
; up to this

place the writer has lost sight of his object. But even in chap. iv. 1

he cannot be said to have resumed it, for he speaks there of heretics

who are to be expected at a Liter period. In ver. 7, indeed, he
seems to speak of excrescences in doctrine already present, and in

like manner in vi. 3-5, 20, passages, which, as regards their sense, we
find exactly repeated, but which give no other instruction to Timo-
thy than merely that he is to have nothing to do with those heretics.
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Thus the introduction does not correspond to the "body of the epistle,

and what is said of the heretics forms, when compared with the rest

of the epistle, but a very insignificant part of it. In reply to all

this we would say, that, keeping in view particularly chap, i.,
it is

principally to be borne in mind that the introduction ver. 3, in

which Timothy is reminded of the object of his having been left in

Ephesus, is by no means to be regarded as the theme of the whole

epistle, as may be seen indeed from the epistle itself, iii. 14. That
which was the immediate object for which Timothy was left in

Ephesus, is also, of course, the immediate subject of the writing
which was addressed to him. But why must the epistle have been

written solely for the purpose of giving him instructions on this

subject ? As, over and above his special commission to oppose those

who taught otherwise, Timothy was charged also with the settle-

ment and administration of the church, as well as with the general
duties of an evangelist, we find accordingly that the epistle treats

of all these things. The only question then is, whether the section

which professes to give instructions to Timothy on that part of his

charge which has reference to the unsound doctrine, or rather which

professes merely to remind him of this charge, is in reality what the

introduction, as I besought the'e, etc., warrants us to expect. And
who can doubt that it is so, if it be kept in view that the apodosis
to ver. 3 is absorbed in the protasis, and that in this latter therefore

is to be sought what the apostle has to say on the subject to Timo-

thy ? We find the errors which Timothy is to ward off not merely

designated in a general way in vers. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, but that

which is erroneous in them is in vers. 4 and 5 especially noticed. The
source whence they spring is shewn in ver. 6

;
in vers. 7-11 a spe-

cies of the general error is more fully entered into, and Timothy is

referred to the gospel which the apostle promulgates with the assur-

ance of his own experience. In ver. 18 the apostle, referring to

this gospel, and the prophecies which had gone before respecting

Timothy, admonishes him to fight the good fight of his calling, in

order to which he must take good heed to himself, and maintain

that state of soul the loss of which brings along with it the loss of

faith. All this is certainly no refutation of heresies in the strict

sense, nor does it profess to be this
;

it is, however, a renewed state-

ment of the charge which had been given to Timothy, and an ad-

vice as to the right way of fulfilling this charge. And this is all

that the introduction warrants us reasonably to expect. In fine,

those who, like Schleiermacher, hold the Epistle to Titus to be gen-
uine, need not stumble at the way in which the apostle treats this

subject here, for it is quite the same as in that epistle, and all that

is peculiar to our passage is the anacolouthon, as an unprejudiced

comparison will shew.
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2. DIRECTIONS TO TIMOTHY WITH KEGARD TO THE REGULATION

OF THE CHURCH.

A. REGARDING PUBLIC WORSHIP.

(ii. 1-15.)

Along with the commission which Timothy as the representative

of the apostle in Ephesus received, to oppose those who sought to

mislead the church by their fruitless pursuits, another was conjoined,

namely, to take charge of the regulation and administration of the

church. The apostle passes in chap. ii. to this part of the commis-

sion given to Timothy, in order to furnish him with directions re-

garding it, and, first of all, he gives him injunctions with respect to

the assemblies for public worship. These, however, are not of a

merely general kind, as if the church were to be begun ab ovo, but

refer to special points which the state of the church leads him to

suggest. The first direction of this kind is, that the prayers of

the church be made for all men, and in particular also for magis-

trates, this duty being implied in the universality of the design and

application of Christianity, which finds its expression in his calling

to be the apostle of the Gentiles, vers. 1-7. Then, what is the

right internal as well as external preparation for prayer, which it

becomes the man and also the woman to make, vers. 8-10. Lastly,

the special injunction that the woman make no public appearance,
but find her vocation in the discharge of her conjugal and domestic

duties, vers. 11-15.

Ver. 1. / exhort therefore, etc.
;
the apostle thus begins to give

instructions respecting public prayer, for it is of this that he is

speaking, as vers. 8-11 shew. It is maintained that the therefore
has no logical connexion with the preceding. Baumgarten proposes
to supply this connexion by observing, that either Timothy is in-

structed how and what he is to do, in opposition to such destroyers
as are mentioned in ver. 20, or it may be that the reference to the

church predominates, and in this case it is shewn what is to be done

in the church, in order to protect it from these destroyers. Both of

these inferences, however, are ultimately conjoined, in confirmation

of which he refers to iv. 16. Against this view, it is first of all to

be noticed, that those named in i. 20 are not represented as de-

stroyers of the church, but as individual examples of a falling away
from the faith. Further, that chap. ii. shews throughout no such

opposition to chap. i. The opposition which Baumgarten makes out

here is found in Tit. ii. 1
;
but a comparison will shew that our pas-
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sage does not admit of being interpreted in the same way. Olshausen

also has rejected Baumgarten's view of this passage. The words, 1
exhort therefore, are rather, as Matthies has already observed, to be

placed in connexion with ver. 18. This special direction which the

apostle here gives, rests on that general admonition in ver. 18, which

is confirmed by what precedes. So also Leo. Reference has justly
been made to 2 Tim. ii. 1 for this ovv, in opposition to Schleierma-

cher. Olshausen, differently. He finds the link of connexion in

0^aa(p7jfj,eiv}
ver. 20, which he understands to mean speaking evil of

the magistracy. As the destruction of Jerusalem drew near, ob-

serves Olshausen, we find that all the Jews were seized with delu-

sive dreams of freedom, with which also those Bphesian Judaists

were infected. In opposition to these, Paul gives prominence to the

injunction that prayer be made for all men, especially also for mag-
istrates. But who could feel warranted in making /3Aa<70??lueZv, which

is only incidentally introduced, the transition-idea to chap, ii.,
even

could it be proved to have this special reference ? The apostle says,

first of all (which is not with Luther to be connected with be made,
but with I exhort), not to signify that the injunction which follows

in itself deserves this place but there are special reasons which in-

duce him to give it the first place here. The apostle aims at denot-

ing prayer in its every apect, when he says, notsiaOat deijoeig, -rrpooev^d^,

ei^aptariaf. On d^rjrjtg and npoaev%fj} comp. Phil. iv. 6.

only again at iv. 5, from which passage we learn, that the

term does not in itself denote specially
"

intercessions," which also

is not involved in the word (hTv^dvu= adeo aliquem) ; comp. Book
of Wisdom viii. 21

; xvi. 28
; chiefly, however, Rom. viii. 27, 34

;

Heb. vii. 25. It is plain from these passages, that evrvyxdveiv sig-

nifies to come in to any one, and as regards another, as well for, as

against him, and so also KVTEV^, which (comp. Wahl) occurs in the

profane writers in the same sense as here (Diod. Sic. xvi. 25
;

Jos.

Antt. xv. 3, 8). It obtains here through the following vnep the sig-

nification of intercession for some one. The word itself is therefore

not chargeable with the offence which Schleiermacher takes at it,

who calls it a ie
fine" word. To the* intercessions are added thanks-

givings. In this also is their Christian love to shew itself, namely,
in giving thanks for the good that happens to others. These various

expressions cannot be better rendered than in Luther's translation,
in which the difference between them is given in the words them-
selves. It is not the import of the prayers by which they are dis-

tinguished, for evTevfa does not mean precisely a prayer for the

aversion of evil (iv. 5), and as little does dfyais, to which this signi-
fication has in like manner been assigned, while Trpoaev;^ is made to

mean prayer that good may be obtained (contrary to Jam. v. 16, 17).

The design of the apostle in this accumulation of expressions, is

VOL. VI. 4
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only to inculcate prayer in its every form, in all the relations implied

in it
; they are to ask, as the expression of need with reference to

God
; they are to pray, and then, by way of climax they are to come

near to God asking. As examples of such an accumulation, the fol-

lowing passages have already been adduced by others, Gal. v. 19-21
;

2 Cor. vi. 4, seq., etc. Similarly Huther, who observes that the first

term expresses the idea of one's own insufficiency, the second that

of devotion, and the third that of childlike confidence. For all

men, as Tit. iii. 1-3. This admonition to pray for all men, has

doubtless the same reference here as there
;

it is designed for such

as pretended, on the ground of their superiority as Christians, to have

the right of looking down on all who were not such, as a mass of

perdition. The vnep is to be connected with all the afore-mentioned

species of prayer.

Ver. 2. For kings, etc. On th,e reason of this injunction so oft

repeated in the apostolical epistles, comp. on Tit. iii. 1. It is plain
from ver. 3, seq., that here also the injunction is occasioned by a

false view of the relation in which the Christian stands to the mag-
istracy, as heathen, and therefore hostile. For kings the expres-
sion is quite general, without any definite reference to the then

Koman emperor. They are to pray for kings, it is all one who they
are. It is a permanent ordinance. Baur finds in the plural a refer-

ence to the emperor and his associates in the government, as this

relation was common in the time of Antonine. The writer would
thus have forgotten his part. But not only for kings is prayer to be

made, it is to be made for all who are tv vnepoxq, i. e.
}
who have any

share in magisterial authority (comp. Rom. xiii. 1). The word

virepoxr), in its general signification, is used by the apostle only again
at 1 Cor. ii. 1. The object or end of the prayer for magistrates, not

its import, is then given in the words which follow : That we may
live a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and decency. The
Iva cannot denote the contents of the prayer, for that which one

supplicates for the magistracy cannot be, that the suppliant himself

may have a quiet life
;

it is evident also from the sentence intro-

duced by Iva, that the import ot the prayer cannot have been the

conversion of the magistrates. It is the blessing which the sup-
pliants are to expect in answer to their prayers, that is here stated

by the apostle. The blessing which the magistracy obtains from
their prayers will for them bear the fruit of a quiet, peaceable life.

This follows from the design of all government, Eom. xiii. 3, seq. ;

if it is blessed in the fulfilment of this end, namely, the restraining
of the bad and the advancement of the good, then does the subject

necessarily enjoy the blessing of a quiet and peaceable life. The
interpretation,

" that there may be no insurrection amongst us," is

unsuitable, and the other,
" that the magistrates, convinced of our
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respectful deportment, may let us live in peace," is unworthy. Can
that be the blessing and this the object of the prayer ? The purely

subjective interpretation of Heydenreich, "in order by prayer to

cherish a quiet, peaceably submissive public spirit," is also to be re-

jected, as De Wette has done. On rjpep,og and rjavxiog Olshausen

remarks, that the former signifies
" not troubled from without," the

latter
" from within," 1 Pet. iii. 4. Leo, following Titmann, takes

the former in an active, the latter in a passive sence. On TJpepog

(only here), Winer's Grr., 11, 2, p. 65. Btov didyeiv, to spend life,

stronger than dysiv} comp. Tit. iii. 3. 'Ev ndaij evoefieia, etc., Luther
well renders,

"
in all godliness and propriety of conduct. On oefiv.

Tit. ii. 2, 7,
= honestas. De Wette explains the passage rightly

when he says that this is the ultimate end, and depends on outward

peace as its condition/ On the direction here given to pray for

magistrates, Olshausen observes that the accounts in Josephus of

the time immediately preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, throw

a remarkable light on this command to pray for all. It was already

enjoined in the Old Testament that the Jews should pray also for

their heathen rulers, comp. Jer. xxix. 7
;
Ezra vi. 10. The Jews

adhered to this custom. Augustus decreed that a lamb should be

offered daily for him in the temple. This practice lasted till near

the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. The Zealots, however,
looked upon it as an act of idolatry, and required that the offering
should cease, Jos. de bell. Jud. II. 17. The duty which the apostle
here inculcates was particularly observed by the ancient Christians,

of which Heydenreich has adduced proofs, p. 126. Comp. also on

Bom. xiii. 1.

Ver. 3. 'This command to intercede for all men is now confirmed

by a reference to the divine will. Mack arbitrarily explains ver. 2

as a parenthesis. The true explanation is, that the apostle in these

confirmatory words, returns to the injunction in its general form,
without any special reference to rulers, which has already been made
in ver. 2

;
and this appears from the relative clause, ver. 4, who will

have all men, etc. For this, he says, is good, and acceptable before

our Saviour God. KaXov is to be connected with tvumov, comp.
2 Cor. viii. 21. On dnodeKrog, comp. what is said on a-n-odo^ in i. 15.

The apposition to Beog, which is purposely placed first, has an evi-

dent reference to the import of the clause, as ver. 4 shows : who
will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the

truth. He who is our Saviour wills that all should be saved
;
and

therefore it is acceptable to him that we should pray for all men.

On Oebg auTijp, comp. Tit. i. 3.

Ver. 4. "Of contains the confirmation of the preceding. lidvrag

dvdpu-rrovg is emphatically placed first, because what is meant to be

confirmed is, that for all men prayer should be made. If Grod en-
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tertains this merciful design towards all men, then have we no right

to make distinctions which would shut out a portion of men. Our

prayers must correspond to God's gracious design towards all men,

and must be co-extensive with it. The question suggests itself,

whether this confirmatory clause, which points out, in this gracious

purpose of God, the reason of the obligation to pray for all men,

renders it necessary to suppose that the apostle meant by dsqatg, etc.,

prayer especially for the conversion of all men. Ver. 1, especially

the term Evxapiorias, does not indicate this, nor does ver. 2, where,

as appears from the concluding words, the conversion of the magis-

trates is not to be understood as especially meant. Thus the apostle

here also, in the clause which begins with
05-,

aims at confirming the

duty x)f prayer, not specially for the conversion of all men, but of

prayer generally, as an obligation of love toward all men, in the

fulfilment of whi^h, however, prayer for the salvation of their souls

will always have the chief place. The critics have found in the

prominence which is given to the universality of the grace of God,
a polemical allusion to the Gnostics. In our passage this idea

stands in close connexion with the direction to make intercessions

for all men, and thus vindicates itself. That the sentiment is Pau-

line needs no farther demonstration, comp. only Rom. i. 5, v. 18, xi.

32, etc. On ndvras dvOpuTcov$ comp. with respect to the article

Winer's Gr., 18, 4, p. 101
;
Bom. v. 12, etc.

"
It is the many

expressed universally according to all the individuals which compose
it." Not auMTtu, as for example in Tit. iii. 5, but agreeably to the

context oudfivai, intercession being here spoken of as the mediatrix

of the divine grace. 2o)0/)vat denotes the general, the ultimate end

which is aimed at, nal d<; tTu'yv., etc., the immediate end as the

means of attaining to the other. (Huther finds it more natural to

understand auOTjvai of salvation from sin and untruth, and the tniyv.

rf/f . eLL as the end aimed at). There is therefore no vorepov -rrporepov,

comp. Winer's Gr., 61, 3, p. 488. Kai = and in consequence of

this. On t-7riy. stronger than yvtioig = recognition, comp. Phil. i. 9.

Vers. 5 and 6. The idea that God will have all men to be saved,
is now itself confirmed by a new yap. One idea follows another here

in close connexion. We have here before us the apostle quite as we
are accustomed to see him elsewhere. The reason of this lies in the

fact, that he is here moving in the same sphere of doctrinal disqui-

sition, in which his manner is so well known to us throughout the
other epistles. "For there is one God, one mediator also between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, ver. 6, who gave himself as a
ransom for all which is to be testified in its time." The confirma-
tion of Travrar, ver. 4, lies in the emphatic d<; ;

one God, one Medi-

ator, also there is
; wherefore the one God is the God of all, the one

Mediator between God and man is the mediator of all men. The
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universality of the divine grace is only the other side of the oneness

of God, and the oneness of the mediator. The same idea lies be-

neath the words of the apostle in Acts xvii. 26. Comp. also Rom.
iii. 29

; Eph. iv. 5, 6, etc. It is therefore harsh and unnecessary to

understand yap, ver. 5, not as confirmatory of ver. 4, but as a second

reason for the injunction to pray for all co-ordinate with that in

ver. 4. One God, and therefore the God of all ; as such, he cannot

save the one, and let the other be lost. And as there is one God,
so is there also but one mediator between God and men

;
the one is

therefore the mediator for all. The words one Mediator also are

added
;
for it is the saving grace of God in Christ that is spoken of

in ver. 4 : it must be designed for all, if there is but one God and

one Mediator.
" The idea of Mediator," observes De Wette, as also

before him Schleiermacher,
"

refers to that of a mutual covenant

(Heb. viii. 6, ix. 15, xii. 24), which is only indirectly implied in the

work of redemption alluded to in ver. 6
; consequently the writer

seems to have borrowed it from those passages." As regards first

of all the Pauline character of the expression, we have but to call to

mind Gal. iii. 19, 20, apart from those passages in the Epistle to

the Hebrews, and passages such as Col. ii. 14
;
2 Cor. v. 19, etc.,

where we find not indeed the expression, but the same idea. And
is not the use of the expression in our passage vindicated by this

that the all men and one God are placed over against each other,

and Christ is represented expressly as the Mediator between God
and men ? Must then tiiadrjicr] be expressly used in order to its

being possible for fieairrig to be used ? Qeov aal dvdpunuv without

the article, comp. in regard to the former, Winer's Gr., 19, 1, p.

110. It is wanting in the second, because it is not intended to des-

ignate the totality, .but to place the two ideas over against each

other. The one Mediator is designated as the man Christ Jesus.

Wherefore dvdpunog ? Theodoret has already given the right an-

swer : dvOpuiTOV de rov Xpiarbv (bvofj-aasv sTrsidfj neaiTfjv KKaXsaev tvav-

Qpunriaag yap Kpeairevaev ; cornp. Heb. ii. 14, iv. 15. When Baur
observes here, that if Christ is named in opposition to the one God

(but he is also called Mediator), he cannot at the same time be God,
and that when in iii. 16 divinity is notwithstanding predicated of

Christ, this only betrays the crude conceptions of the writer, into

which he falls in consequence of intending in the one passage to op-

pose Docetism, while yet in the other he adheres to the Gnostic

rnaxim : God is manifest in Christ Olshausen replies to this, by

pointing to those passages in which Paul also gives prominence to

the humanity of Christ, and in like manner as here names Christ

along with the one God, 1 Cor. viii. 6
;
Rom. v. 15, so that the

charge of indistinctness falls upon the apostle himself. So also

Baumgarten. Compare besides the Critical Introduction. The
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mediating agency of Christ is then in ver. 6, more particularly de-

scribed in the words who hath given himself, etc. On 6 6ov<; cornp.

on Tit. ii- 14. 'A-vriXv-pov only here, elsewhere kvrpov ; comp. on

Tit. ii. 14. Schleiermacher has himself referred to the Pauline

dvTifiiodia, Kom. i. 27 ;
2 Cor. vi. 13, although he stumbles at dvri-

Xvrpov on account of the redundant dvri. But there is no redun-

dance in the expression, as dvri aims at giving prominence to the

reciprocal reference of this Xv-pov. Compare also dvrd^ayna, Matth.

xvi. 26. Schleiennacher's opinion that the expression should be

referred to the words, come to the knowledge of the truth, is alto-

gether without reason, as also the objection that the language of the

writer is indefinite, and without an object, for that audijvcu and not

the other is the principal idea, is shewn by the right interpretation

of ver. 4, as also by the words our Saviour added to God, ver. 3,

and by the sentiment of ver. 5 itself, in which Christ is represented

as Mediator. Why has Schleiermacher not carried out here the

comparison with the Epistle to the Hebrews ? Heb. ix. 13, seq.

To naprvpiov, etc. On the construction, Winer's Gr., 59, 9, p. 472,

comp. Rom. xii. 1. The TO fiapr. is to be taken as the accusative,

and in apposition with the preceding clause. The article is almost

demonstrative, i. e.,
" that which is to be testified of," (De Wette).

Map-rvpiov as also elsewhere by Paul, 1 Cor. i. 6, ii. 1
;
2 Thess. i. 10.

On Kcupolg id(.oig, Tit. i. 3
;
Gal. vi. 9, iv. 4.

Yer. 7. We see here how the apostle refers to himself as a

teacher of the Gentiles, in order to prove the universality of the

Divine grace, just as at i. 12, he designates himself in his conver-

sion, as an announcement of the gospel.
" For which I was ap-

pointed a herald and an apostle. I speak the truth and lie not

a teacher of the Gentiles in the faith and in the truth." On t-T&tyv,

comp. on. i. 12. On Krjpv^ 1 Cor. ix. 27, xv. 11
;

Tit. i. 3. On
the whole subject, 2 Tim. i. 11

; Eph. iii. 1-12
;

Col. i. 23. 7

speak the truth, etc., (comp. Bom. ix. 1) the apostle adds by way
of asseveration (v Xpto-rw is a gloss from Kom. ix. 1). In so far as

Timothy was concerned, such an asseveration was not necessary ;
it

has respect, however, not to Timothy, but to .the subject. The con-

firmatory reference of the words to the preceding induces him to

affirm this with all emphasis. The protestation itself, as at Rom.
ix. 1, stands before what is to be affirmed, namely, that he is a

teacher of the Gentiles, by which the foregoing predicates are, agree-

ably to the connexion, to be more exactly determined. It cannot

be otherwise explained why the protestation should have been in-

serted between them, and the context evidently shows, that the

whole stress of this affirmation rests on the words, teacher of the

Gentiles. De Wette understands the words KV niarti KOI

subjectively, and renders,
"
in truth and verity ;" so also Leo
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morbg Kai dkrj6iv6g. But it is not from the apostle's own personal

truth and verity we can perceive that the universal grace of God
manifests itself in his calling ;

it is rather from this that he is a

teacher of the Gentiles in the right faith and in the truth. The

reading KV Trvevfian^ instead of ev moret, has not much in its favour,

either internally or externally. The context shews why EV d^rjOsia

is added to KV nioret : it is the faith which is the truth. On the

absence of the article, Winer's Gr., 19, I., p. 109.*

Ver. 8.
" What now are we to think of ver. 8, seq. ?" asks

Schleiermacher. " If he intends to return to the subject which he

has already left, then must we suppose that he purposes now to

enter into particulars, and to shew what becomes men and women
in prayer. But of the men nothing at all new is said, except what

is implied in the words in everyplace, which, however, have nothing

special in them. Of the women, indeed, things are said which are

special enough, but such as in no way concerns prayer alone. And
in general it is difficult to refer any part of ver. 9 only to prayer. It

sounds best to make ver. 8 a pause, and to refer the tiaavrug ,
ver. 9,

back to 7rapatfa/tw, ver. 1
;
but against this is the clear connexion

between ver. 8 and ver. 9 in the rovg dvdpa$ and rdf yvvalKas, nor

would ver. 12, avdev-elv dvdpog, with the subsequent verses dependent

upon it, suit this view. Nothing, therefore, remains but to suppose
that the author, on returning to his subject in ver. 8, makes special

mention of the men, because he wished also to speak of the women
in connexion with prayer ; now, however, 1 Pet. iii. came to his

mind, and with its assistance he brings everything into the order

which it would admit of." Now, it must be admitted, that in ver.

8, I will, therefore, etc., the writer returns to the direction at ver. 1;

in like manner, that ver. 9, on account of the clearly-expressed op-

position of men and women (vers. 8 and 9), cannot be the beginning
of a new section, against which also would be the term <l)oavTu$.

But on the other hand, there is no reason for regarding ver. 11 also

in the light of a direction for prayer, for this is n9t merely wanting
in all external connexion, but the ^avOaver^ shows plainly that the

apostle is speaking of something else. Baumgarten also adheres to

this view. Olshausen, on the contrary, thinks he finds the key to

the right understanding of the passage, in the separation of ver. 8

from ver. 9
;
he understands ver. 9 as the beginning of quite a new

injunction to women on the subject of modesty, and accordingly,
that only ftovXo^iat is to be supplied at uaavrug. He goes on to shew,
that the reason of this separate mention of the men and the women
is explained by the circumstance, that those Judaizing heretics

sought to extend their theories of freedom also to the emancipation
* Huther understands EV to denote the sphere: in faith (subjectively), in truth (as

the objective good).
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of women, as Dr. Baur has observed ; only, that this was not con-

fined to the Marcionites. We find the same at 1 Cor. xi. 5, seq.,

xiv. 34 (from which it is evident that any reference to Judaizing

heretics is superfluous), and it is perfectly natural, as women also

were endowed with the ^apiafiara, Acts xxi. 9
;
Joel iii. 1. Paul

says then, that the women are not to suppress their gifts, hut to use

them in a manner becoming their sex
;

so Olshausen. But apart

from the circumstance that nothing is here said about gifts, Schleier-

macher, in opposition to the above view, might have insisted on the

force of the uoavrug, which always supposes a similarity in the

subject-matter, as also on the opposition of men to women in ver. 8

and ver. 9. It cannot be conceived why prayer should be urged as

a duty on men exclusively, which would be the case if ver. 9 were

taken as the beginning of a new section. In the words / will there-

fore the writer turns back to the directions on prayer in ver. 1.

There it was stated quite generally that prayer should be made, the

principal thing in addition to this being for all men, which is con-

firmed in vers. 3-6. In resuming this subject here, the apostle

looks at it in another aspect, doubtless in this also, as in the first

exhortation, yielding to the inducement of special circumstances
;

he here treats of the manner in which, generally, prayer should be

made, the right demeanour in the discharge of this duty. The
words in ver. 1, that supplications be made, are in this aspect farther

explained, according to the difference of sex. He has in this respect

something different to say to the men from what he has to say to

the women. We find in ver. 8 what applies to the men. "
I will

now (= I appoint) that the men pray in every place, lifting up holy
hands without wrath and disputation." The introductory Trpooev-

%eoQai, as De Wette well observes, resumes the previous subject, and
on it the emphasis is to be laid. Some have thought that the em-

phasis is intended to be placed on the men, and the idea is that

only men are to conduct prayer ; they alone are to pray in the public-

assemblies, not the women, 1 Cor. xi. 4, 14, 15. But npoaevxeodcu

may be used with reference to the whole congregation, and as in

ver. 9 we do not find it said of the women that they are to be silent,

as the antithesis would require, we must therefore understand xpoa-

evxeaOat not as meaning to pray before others, but in its general

signification, which alone corresponds to ver. 9. For what we read

in ver. 12, / suffer not a woman to teach, has no reference to this

passage. In the words, in every place, it is chiefly to be observed,
that it is public prayer, and not secret prayer, that is spoken of.

.Some have thought it necessary to suppose a polemical allusion in

these words to the limitation of prayer by the Jews to the temple
or the synagogue, which is not even historically tenable, and which,
as addressed to a Christian church which had been for a long time
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in existence, would have no significance. The words, in every place,

are not to be understood (as also Mack and Matthies are of opinion)

as exclusively referring to the prayers of the men, but belong to the

whole passage. In every place where prayer is made, it is to be

made in the manner prescribed in the following instructions. In

every place, however, certainly refers to the different places of meet-

ing. The qualifications which are required now follow.
"
Lifting

up holy hands." On 0010$, holy, pure, unstained by vice, comp. on

Tit. i, 8. On the form, Winer's Qr., 11, 1, p. 64. On the ex-

pression, Ps. xxiv. 4. On Kiratpeiv, I Kings viii. 23
;
Ps. cxl. 2, etc.

So also in the profane writers, Virgil Aen. 1. v. 92, Hor. carm. iii.

23, v. 1 (Mack). Without wrath and disputation doubtless refers

to circumstances peculiar to the church, comp. 1 Cor. xi. 2, seq.

AiaAoyto/iof is rightly understood by the majority of the more recent

commentators not as = doubt, but = disputation, comp. on Phil,

iii. 14. The connexion with fy>y?fc leads to this interpretation. It

is not to be explained of the conduct of Christians towards those

who are not Christians, but of their conduct towards one another.

If now we call to mind Schleiermacher's objection against ver. 8,

namely, that nothing new is said in it except what is implied in the

words in every place, we find that it no longer has any force. We
have seen that something new is certainly introduced, namely, the

right deportment in prayer, and that sufficient instructions are fur-

nished on this head, if we do not start from the false supposition
that the apostle must of necessity treat the subject in all its bear-

ings, but rather suppose, what is so natural, that his instructions

have reference to those points in which the church was specially

deficient. I do not see what further fault can be found with ver. 8,

if it so understood.

Vers. 9, 10. The rov$ dvdpac in ver. 8 leads us to expect its op-

posite ywalnag. In ver. 9 follows what applies to the woman in

distinction from the men, in the same respect in which the men are

spoken of, ver. 8. The very contrast, therefore, which involves at

the same time a similarity, as well as the particle (baavrug, obliges
us to understand what is said of the women, as an injunction with

reference to their conduct in prayer. But the precise difficulty which

Schleiermacher finds here, is that ver. 9 by no means treats of prayer

only ; nay, that in general it will not do to refer any part of ver. 9 to

prayer at all. We shall first attend more particularly to the import
of vers. 9, 10. On tiaavTug what is necessary has already been said

;

comp. Tit. ii. 3, 6
;
1 Tim. iii. 8, 11, v. 25

;
Eom. viii. 26

;
1 Cor.

xi. 25. BowAo^at is to be supplied from ver. 8
;
but what the apos-

tle here enjoins must be related in its import to what is said in ver.

8. Upon this follows not indeed -rrpooevxeadai, but Koa^Eiv. But the

construction of the sentence itself shews that the apostle had not
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Koafidv in his mind from the first, for Koapuv finds its proper anti-

thesis in the following dU.d, ver. 10, and the connexion of KOO^LV

with iv KaToarotf Koopiu, does not seem quite suitable, as De Wette

has already observed. To the same effect also is the circumstance,

that lav-rag does not come in till after Koopelv, shewing that this lat-

ter term is to be connected with what follows. Thus we have, at all

events, good grounds for supplying TrpooevxeaOeu from the preceding,

and for connecting with it the words iv nar.
icoofj,., etc., so that this spe-

cial injunction as to the conduct of the women in prayer corresponds

to that which is given to the men in the words lifting up holy hands,

etc. This verse, then, from its very beginning, refers to prayer, and

what is said of the women in vers. 9, 10, is to be understood as re-

ferring primarily to public prayer, although, of course, it applies

also to other circumstances, and chiefly to public worship in general.

The sole difficulty in the structure of the sentence then lies in the

asyndetic infinitive Koofislv. Had it been the participle, then all

foundation for the doubts of the critics would have been removed.

But have we not examples elsewhere of a similar change in the con-

struction ? How easily might the apostle, in his design to bring

prominently out the right deportment on which everythings depends,

exchange the participial construction for the infinitive
; just as ho

elsewhere uses the finite verb instead of proceeding in the partici-

pial construction
; comp. in Winer's Gr., 63, 2 b., p. 505. De

Wette has similarly explained the structure of the passage, and thus

removed the difficulties which Schlcienuacher has found in it. Hu-
ther supplies only ftovkofiai, and connects yvvalitac; directly with KOO-

uelv. KaroaroA^ similarly iv Ka-aaTTJfian lEponpeTrdg, Tit. ii. 3. In the

profane writers it has the signification of a becoming conduct, and
to this more general signification = habitus, we are also apparently
led by Jos. de bell. Jud. II. 8, 4. The majority of commentators,

however, understand here the apparel. Also Passow Lex. The
context furnishes too little to determine the point. Koa^iog only

again iii. 2 = decorus, becoming. Herd aldovg, etc., with sharne-

facedness and modesty.* Comp. on trw^p., Tit. i. 8 and ii. 2, 5.

That by Karaa-o^ is meant the outward habitus is evident from the

following negative clause, not with broidered hair, etc. The infini-

tive KoafMelv is dependent on Povkopai : that they adorn themselves
not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array, but (ver.

10), which becometh women who profess godliness, with good works.
The o TrpeTra is thus put parenthetically, and &' tyaywv ay. is to be
connected with Koonelv, which, as De Wette observes, is suitable

enough, as good works are an indirect ornament. Winer also thus
understands the passage, 23, 2, Anm. p. 143

; while others (Mack,
* Xen. Cyr. VIII. 1, 11

; diypsi 6t atJu nal ouQpoavvqvTi) 6e uf rovf filv
T& iv T$ (jiavep^) aia\pu Qevyovrcf Toi>$ fc cu<j>povaf /cat rd iv r<p ddavel (Leo).
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Matthies) explain 6' by t'v TOUTCJ
o, and connect 61' spy. ay. with

Inayy. to which therefore the signification of enayy. = profiteri does

not correspond (De Wette). Of the signification there can be no

doubt, according to the context, and a comparison with vi. 21. We
find, moreover, in the Pastoral Epistles the word also in the signifi-

cation in which it is elsewhere used by the apostle ; comp. Tit. i. 2.

On good works, comp. Eph. ii. 10. On the entire passage, comp.
1 Cor. xi. 2, seq. ;

1 Pet. iii. 3, seq.

Vers. 11-15. We learn from these verses that besides the fond-

ness for exterior adornment which shewed itself even in the public
assemblies for prayer, the apostle had still another kindred fault to

censure in the women of the church, namely, their putting them-

selves forward in consequence of mistaking the proper sphere as-

signed to them. This displayed itself in their coming forward to

teach in the public assemblies, and thus usurping an authority over

the man. To this also we find a parallel in the first epistle to the

Corinthians (xiv. 34), which has this in common with our epistle

and that to Titus, that it throws light on the state of the church in

regard to morals and discipline ;
it cannot therefore be maintained

with certainty that this public appearance on the part of the women
stands in connexion with the so-called heresies which the apostle

combats. The passage 2 Tim. iii. 6, seq., affords no proof of this.

A reference to 2 Cor. xi. 5, xiv. 34, will suffice in opposition to

Baur's anti-Marcionitic interpretation of the passage, for our pre-

sent passage contains nothing more than may be found in those pas-

sages. That the apostle, in this epistle, where he has in view the

state of things in the Ephesian church, repeats in substance the in-

junctions which had before been given to the church in Corinth,
without noticing any cause which had led him to do this, has cer-

tainly nothing surprising in it. Doubtless the cause was known to

Timothy. Comp. the General Introduction.

Vers. 11, 12. Twij not ywaliceg ;
thus the form of the expres-

sion, as well as the absence of all connexion, shews that the apostle

passes on to something new, which is also self-evident in the words,
learn in silence. There is here an antithesis in every word. In si-

lence, opposed to drawing attention to themselves by a public ap-

pearance. Even the putting of questions by the women in the public

assembly is rebuked by the apostle, 1 Cor. xiv. 35. Let her learn

as opposed to teach. In all subjection, in opposition to usurping

authority over the man, 1 Cor. xiv. 34. Being in subjection is in

that passage represented as the proper position of the woman, which

of itself excludes the teaching in public assemblies
;
but not of

course teaching in general, Acts xviii. 26. Instead of the reading

ywaiid de did. A.D.F.G-., etc., offer the other, which is also on inter-

nal grounds to be preferred : diddoiceiv 6s ywaini, etc. That the
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apostle says here, I do not permit, and not as in 1 Cor. xiv. 34, it is

not permitted, which Schleiermacher has thought strange, scarcely

needs vindication ;
for the words let them be silent, and as the law

also saith, which the apostle uses in that passage, are, as Baumgar-

ten has already observed, in no way milder. Nor to bear authority

over the man : these words are not to be understood generally, but

in relation to what goes before, namely, the speaking in public as-

semblies, as 1 Cor. xiv. 34, also shews, where to speak has for its

opposite to be in subjection, or as in our present passage to be in si-

lence. So also De Wette. AWevretv, Hesychius ; tfrvmd&iv. The

word occurs nowhere else
; comp. Winer's Gr., 2, p. 22. At dvat

h> riov%ia supply j3ovAo/m or some such word, as at 1 Cor. xiv. 34.

Vers. 13, 14.
" Consider now," says Schleiermacher,

" how the

following, vers. 13-15, can ever be said to be Pauline ?" Neither

the stress which is here laid on the priority of creation, nor the im-

putation of the first sin to Eve in contradistinction to Adam, can

Schleiennacher regard as coming from the man who penned 1 Cor.

xi. and the Epistle to the Romans (v. 12, seq). As confirmatory

then of the injunction, that the woman must not teach publicly,

nor usurp authority over the man, but must conduct herself quietly

in the public worship, the apostle proceeds to say that Adam was

first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the

woman was deceived and fell into trangression. The word K-nXdoBrj

is used by the apostle in the same sense only again at Rom. ix. 20.*

The priority of creation belonging to the man seems not merely prob-

able (De Wette), but an evident proof of the subordinate relation of

the woman to the man for the context requires this. We find also

in 1 Cor. xi. 8 the words, for the man is not of the woman but the

woman of the man, used by the apostle to confirm a sentiment sim-

ilar to that in the passage before us, namely, that the woman is the

glory of the man, according to which the woman is placed under the

man as the image and glory of God. We have therefore no ground
for surprise, that the same man who wrote these words should also

be the author of the passage before us. For that the apostle in

1 Cor. xi. 11 corrects himself by the word 7rA7jv;
and retracts the

reasons stated before, is evidently false, Tlhijv is rather only a cau-

tion against a possible misinterpretation of his words
; comp. Meyer

on the passage. It must first be proved that the view which the

apostle here expresses is itself untenable, ere it can be found fault

with. We have no such parallel to the other reason which is here

adduced by the apostle : and Adam was not deceived, etc. It is

rather thought that the passage is contradicted by Rom. v. 12, seq.,

inasmuch as there all sin is traced to the transgression of Adam.

* Huther: it occurs in the Sept. Gen. ii. 7, in the same sense as here, from which pas-

sage the apostle has here borrowed.
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And nothing certainly could be said against this, if in our passage

it were declared that Adam had not sinned. But the being de-

ceived is evidently to be distinguished from "
sinning," as in respect

to Eve it is said immediately after, that she was in transgression as

the consequence of being deceived. It is therefore equally contrary

to the sense of the passage as it is arbitrary, to supply Trpwrof at

^Trar^T/, from which would arise the sense, that Eve was first de-

ceived, and then also the man in the same way. The expression

was deceived, in the specific sense which it obtains from its refer-

ence to the history of the fall, applies only to the woman
; comp.

also De Wette. It is only the beginning of sin to which the apos-

tle here particularly looks, and this certainly belongs to the woman
who allowed herself to be led into sin by the serpent, while this can

be directly denied of the man. Gen. iii. 12 respecting the introduction

of sin, and the ord'er in which the punishment was declared against

the parties concerned, agrees exactly with what the apostle here says.

The connexion at Kom. v. 12, seq., is quite different. There the

apostle is speaking of how sin was brought into the world by the

first sin, how the sin and death of the race were thus brought about
;

and in this case it is the sin of the man, as the passage itself shews,

through which the first sin has become the sin of the race. So also

De Wette on this passage :

" There is no contradiction, inasmuch

as there Adam is regarded as the head of sinning humanity, and no

reference is made to the part which the woman acted." In Gen. iii.

16 we find precisely the same sentiment, namely, the subjection of

the woman as the consequence of her infatuation. So also in our

passage ;
not as Bengel renders : facilius decepta facilius decipit ;

for it is not the capacity or incapacity of the woman that is spoken

of, but her position in consequence of sin. On yiveadat tv,
" to fall

into a state," Phil. ii. 7
;

1 Thess. ii. 5, etc. Instead of dnar^delaa

the stronger compound &gaTram)deioa is the true reading according to

preponderating authorities. Twij must not on account of ver. 15

be taken generically, but can only be understood of Eve in contra-

distinction to Adam. The generic signification which it receives in

ver. 15 is evidently to be explained by this that the position of the

man and the woman with relation to each other is derived from

Adam and Eve as their types.

Ver. 15.
" Think you indeed," asks Schleiermacher, "that Paul,

when he wrote 1 Cor. vii., was of the opinion, that the salvation of

the female sex depended on child-bearing ?" No we confidently

answer, nor does our passage say this. Even though we should un-

derstand did in the sense "
through," still do the words, if they

abide, etc
,
shew that the writer makes the salvation of the female

sex to depend on the condition of faith. But we need not take did

to denote the means of the salvation^spoken of. We find did used
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to denote the circumstances amid which anything takes place, comp.

Winer's Gr., 47, p. 339, both with transitive and intransitive verbs;

thus the passage before us may be rendered : the woman will be

saved in child-bearing if they continue, etc. Nay, did cannot well

be understood otherwise ;
for as (naftfaerat represents the salvation

of the woman as not brought about by herself, it would not corres-

pond to this to understand did as denoting purely the means by

which this is brought about. Nor would it be suitable for another

reason. Child-bearing evidently denotes the sphere which properly

belongs to the woman, and thus stands in opposition to the sphere

of public teaching, which she enters upon only by usurpation. If,

then, child-bearing is here to be understood as the means of salva-

tion, then we are required by the antithesis also to understand, that

the teaching in public was regarded as a means of salvation, which

certainly was never imagined either by the apostle or by those

women. The apostle then adds the words, through child-bearing,

with no other object than just to point out to the woman her pro-

per sphere of duty, and in particular how this position has been

assigned to her in consequence of the fall, Gen. iii. 16. In this

sphere to which God has appointed her, not in one of active duty
for the advancement of the kingdom of God to which she is not

called, and which contradicts the position assigned to her by God,
will she be saved under the conditions which are the same in all.

De Wette has thought that a^rjoerat here does not admit of being
taken in its common acceptation, but that it includes in a positive

sense the reward, in like manner as /fafyidc, iii. 13, Oen&iog, vi. 19,
in support of which he refers to Phil. i. 19 and 1 Tim. iv. 16. He
thinks that the idea in the writer's mind is that of the reward which
the woman may earn for herself

; although shut out from the office

of public teaching she is not without compensation the discharge
of her duties as a mother is the way by which she may earn for her-

self merit and reward. All this arises from understanding did as

denoting the means, for which we see no necessity. The context

also is against it. For the expression, but she shall be saved, evi-

dently stands opposed to, was in transgression. And the apostle

says, she shall be saved, not for the purpose of consoling the women
on account of their sin, but of shewing them the way by which they
may attain to the mark reached by every Christian

; they have

simply to abide within the sphere assigned to them (Gen. iii. 16).
The emphasis lies on did rrjq reicvoyovia^. But the apostle adds, if

they continue, etc., to prevent the misunderstanding that this of it-

self could effect anything. Me>w< in respect to the sense refers to

yvvjjj not to TKicva, implied in TEicvoy.,
"
since yvvrj stands for women

in general." Winer's Gr., 58, 4, p. 458. The conduct of the

children could not in such a way be made a condition of the mother's
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salvation. Corresponding to i. 5, the apostle here mentions faith
and love as the fundamental conditions of salvation. The special
reference in our passage induces him to add the words, in holiness

ivith discretion. 'Aymo/zoV, not specially castitas, but holiness, as

Eom. vi. 19, 22, etc. Saxppoovvi], comp. on Tit. i. 8, denotes what
befits the mens sana, doubtless not without a retrospective reference

to the presuming forwardness which is rebuked in ver. 11. With

regard to the contradiction which some have found in this passage

(on account of the 6ia rfjg reavoy.) with 1 Cor. vii. 7, seq., 25, seq.,

38, seq., comp. on v. 14.

2. DIRECTIONS TO TIMOTHY WITH KEGARD TO THE REGULATION
OF THE CHURCH.

B. REGARDING- THE OFFICES OF PRESBYTER AND DEACON.

(Chap. iii. 1-13).

The writer now turns to another department of the regulation
of the church. He states in vers. 1-7 the qualifications of the

bishops in vers. 8-13 those of the deacons and deaconesses. The
connexion here is simple and clear, and even Schleiermacher gives
the writer credit for having preserved the connexion uninterrupted

throughout these thirteen verses. In this section our epistle bears

most similarity to that to Titus, comp. i. 6, seq. Some have allowed

themselves to be betrayed by this similarity into the supposition
that Timothy's commission, like that of Titus, was to organize a

church in Ephesus, according to which our epistle must have been

written previous to the event of which we have an account in Acts

xx. 17, seq.
" This supposition," observes Schleiermacher with

truth,
"

is clearly wrong, and is an idea transferred from the Epistle
to Titus to this epistle. Nothing in the epistle favours it

;
all that

we find here is, directions as to what is to be done when any one

deserves to be promoted to an office of the church. These directions

then are given in case a vacancy should occur, or the number of

office-bearers should require to be increased, or if you will, in refer-

ence to the churches in process of formation in the neighbourhood
of the chief city/' The existence of presbyters, as De Wette ob-

serves, even of presbyters who taught, v. 17, 19, is presupposed, and
a church which had an institution for widows in connexion with it,

must, beyond question, have been fully organized. Even Meander's

conjecture (p. 540), does not appear to me well founded, namely,
that such disorders had arisen in the church as rendered a new or-

ganization necessary in many respects, the deposition of many who



64 FIRST TIMOTHY III. 1-13.

had hitherto presided over churches, and the appointment of others.

For I neither think myself justified hy what is said of the false

teachers iu supposing that they exercised such a disturbing influence,

nor do I find any trace of directions having respect to a new organ-

ization, nor anything ahout the deposition of presbyters and deacons.

Paul writes, as we learn from iii. 15, for the purpose of letting

Timothy know how he is to conduct himself in the house of God,

i. e., as the immediate context shews, how he is to act in the ap-

pointment of ecclesiastical office-bearers and why not also what he

is to require of those who have been already ordained ? These di-

rections, as we find in iii. 14, 15, are given with the view of making

provision for a period of an uncertain length, it may be longer or

shorter according to circumstances. What ground for surprise, then,

is there in the fact, that instructions are given to Timothy with

reference to this subject also, which is of so great importance to the

prosperity of the church ? If even these remarks indicate a writer,

of whom it must be admitted in comparing this with the Epistle to

Titus, that he keeps in view the historical difference in the circum-

stances peculiar to each, it is no less decisively manifest in the fact,

that only in this epistle is anything said of deacons, while that to

Titus makes no mention of them. While the Epistle to Titus deals

with those who, although they had long been Christians, had not

yet been formed into a church, ours has to do with a church which

had been long in existence, and was fully organized. The former

therefore treats of the office, without which church-fellowship can-

not subsist, that, namely, of presbyter ;
in our present epistle, on

the contrary, the office of deacon also as well as an institution for

widows has been already called into existence, by the wants which
have become felt in the course of a longer continuance. This cir-

cumstance, as already noticed in the Epistle to Titus, is of great

importance to a right understanding of the nature of the diaconate,
which must by no means be placed on a level with the office of pres-

byter, and regarded as equally necessary and universal with it. I

would refer to the excellent observations on this subject in the Zeit-

schrift fur Protest, u. Kirche, Sept. 1849, p. 140, seq., where it is

said with truth,
" There were only two offices for the administration

of the Christian church 1, the apostolic, for the administration of
the whole

; 2, the presbyterial, for the individual congregations.
The diaconate, which was called forth by a necessity (Acts vi. 1),
was by no means an essential part of the ecclesiastical constitution.

What we at present need is the service of the deacon, not the

office."

With respect now to the qualifications required of a presbyter
as also of a deacon, it is alleged that here also, as in the Epistle to

Titus, instead of a treasury of striking and weighty directions, we
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find only such qualifications as any one might have suggested, with

the exception of two, those, namely, in ver. 2 and ver. 6
; comp. De

Wette, p. 61. He has not mentioned here what other qualifications

he would have expected, as he has done in the Epistle to Titus.

Instructions and counsels "
for the management of the church" we

have no right to expect, for the words of iii. 1, if any one desire the

office of a bishop, intimate that it is ordination and the qualifica-

tions for it that are spoken of. The only fault then that can be

found is, that other qualifications have not been mentioned. But
was it necessary for the apostle at this stage to tell Timothy, as De
Wette thinks he should have told Titus, to look out for enthusiastic

adherents of the gospel, who were warm and zealous in the faith ?

I apprehend that this must have been self-evident to Timothy if

anything was. Or are we to maintain, that the apostle ought to

have taken more into consideration the measure of Christian knowl-

edge, gifts of teaching, etc. ? But we have no right all at once to

suppose, that the presbyter of the first Christian church was neces-

sarily a teacher, although it may have become him to be apt to

teach, iii. 2
;

v. 17. It appears to me that great wisdom lies be-

neath the moderate character of the qualifications here specified.

What safer criterion could be applied to the candidate for the pres-

byter's office than the nature of his previous life, and the Christian

influence which he exercises in the circle* of his family ? And what
can be of greater moment in him who is to preside over others and
to enlighten them, than the opinion which they entertain of him
and his moral integrity, especially in those things in regard to which

the state of the church will devolve upon him the duty of making a

vigorous opposition to them ? In the present state of the church,
if the ordination of presbyters were treated of, it would be necessary
first of all to require that he who is to preside over a Christian con-

gregation should profess the faith of the church to which this con-

gregation belongs ; but, apart from this, what other qualifications

could be more suitable than those here enumerated, in so far as these

require, that he who is to rule others must first have proved that

he knows how to rule himself and those immediately belonging to

him ? Moreover, the criticism to which we are opposed itself ad-

mits that in vers. 2 and 6 (and why not also ver. 7 ?) qualifications
are named which every one could not suggest. With regard to

particulars, see the interpretation and the remarks at the conclusion,
ver. 7.

Ver. 1. It is a faithful saying, as at i. 15, comp. on Tit. iii. 8,

does not belong to what precedes, because, as Mack observes, when
this formula refers to what goes before, it never stands separated in

this way from what it belongs to. Besides, what immediately pre-
cedes has not enough of the character of a universal proposition to

VOL. VI 5
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render this formula suitable as applied to it. Neander (I., p. 539)

characterizes the sudden transition here as unpauline. The passage

makes no other impression upon me in this respect than 1 Cor. vl

1, 12, vii. 1, etc. The abruptness of the transition is just a proof

that the apostle enters upon a new subject with the perfect con-

sciousness of its being so. On the Tnarbg 6 Aoyo?, De Wette ob-

serves that it here introduces not, as elsewhere, a maxim of faith,

but a maxim of experience. But I would hesitate to call what fol-

lows a maxim of experience, for if the apostle had further con-

firmed the saying, he would assuredly have done so by a reference to

doctrine
;

it rests, therefore, on a basis of doctrine, and on this very

account the formula marbq 6 /Ldyoc need not surprise. The reading

dvQpumvos instead of morog deserves no consideration. The saying

which the formula introduces runs thus : if one desire the office of
a bishop he desires a good work. On l-monom), comp. Acts i. 20 =
the office of an overseer. That TrpeofivTepog and ImoKonoc; originally

denoted the same offices of the church has already been shewn on

Tit. i. 5, and in the General Introduction. The expression dpeyea-

0ot, properly
" to stretch one's self out," besides at vi. 10, occurs

again only at Heb. xi. 16, and the corresponding 6pe%ig is used by
the apostle only again at Rom. i. 27. It is by no means necessary

to understand nahbv Zpyov as Schleiermacher does out of prejudice

to denote res bona
;

it signifies, as usual,
" a good work." For we

may well suppose that the epyov here expresses some duty to be per-

formed, as it refers to KmoKonri, which denotes the official duties be-

longing to an frrioiccmos. He who aims at such official duties

desires a good work
;
the phrase is, therefore, substantially the

same as in Phil. i. 6
;
1 Thess. v. 13, and in other passages of the

Pastoral Epistles. That such a thing was known at that time as

striving for the office of a bishop is generally doubted by the critics.

But if from the very first, the bishops were chosen, and did not

assume the office of themselves, one cannot see how, after a ten

years' existence of Christianity in Ephesus, the desire may not have
been entertained by many to take part in the administration of the

church as bishops. Comp. Jam. iii. 1 (Baumgarten). There is

nothing either in the expression dpeyeadai in itself, or in /caAov tpyov,
as Matthies has already observed, to render necessary the supposi-
tion of any ambitious rivalry and competition for the office. If the

apostle had had in view such as were not called, and whom he would

keep back from the office, he would certainly have used a different

epithet, such as SvanoXov, or some other pointing to the responsi-

bility connected with it, ver. 2, seq. Here follow the personal qual-
ifications for this office, vers. 2-7, which almost entirely coincide with
those mentioned in Tit. i. 6, seq.; we refer therefore to that passage
for the exposition, and notice here only what is peculiar to our pre-
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sent passage. On the whole subject, see on ver. 7. A ovv, thus the

apostle begins, these words being placed emphatically before what

follows, just as the del yap in Tit. i. 7. Ovv as an inference from

KO.XOV ipyov, and not merely as connecting what follows with the pre-

ceding. The excellence and dignity of the office do not consist with

moral turpitude on the part of the office-bearer. 'A.vemXrjTTTov} pro-

perly,
" one against whom nothing can be laid," occurs only in our

epistle, comp. however emkappdveoOai in Luke xx. 20. The word is

not unusual elsewhere, comp. Wahl. Passow. And Planck well ob-

serves, that the term a^o^of, to which Schleiermacher refers, is used

by the apostle likewise only in the two contemporary Epistles to the

Ephesians and the Colossians, and in these occurs several times. We
may learn from this predicate being placed first, what is the true

point of view from which the whole passage should be considered
;

comp. on Tit. i. 6. We find here, as there, that the stress is laid

on the moral repute in which the person to be chosen is held among
those over whom he is to preside. He must stand pure and blame-

less, free especially from the reigning vices, if he is to be able

rightly to fulfil the duties of his office. Here also, as in the passage
in Titus to which we have referred, it appears to me that the em-

phasis which is laid on the qualification, husband of one wife, is to

be explained by the regard which is had to the prevailing opinions
on morality. Comp. on Tit. Olshausen is also of the same opinion.

On the import of this qualification, which can be explained only of

second marriage, as Olshausen also thinks, Schleiermacher's preju-
dice against our epistle, as Dr. Baur has already observed, becomes

very glaring. In Tit. i. 6, according to Schleiermacher, we have no

reason to understand the words otherwise than of polygamy, pro-

perly so-called
; here, on the other hand, they must, on account of

ver. 9, be understood of deuterogamy. The latter assertion is cer-

tainly correct
;
but if the words are to be understood here, there

can be no reason for explaining them differently in Tit. i. 6
;
and if

the necessity of explaining the words of second marriage in our

epistle is to be taken as a mark of spuriousness, this applies to the

epistle to Titus, as well as to the first Epistle to Timothy (Baur. p.

115). We have already said all that is necessary on this subject in

connexion with the corresponding passage on Titus. The farther

qualifications which are mentioned, and which for the most part are

of a more external kind, are also to be explained from the same

point of view, and with reference to the prevailing faults and vices.

N7?</>aA.Of is taken in a metaphorical sense by some, so Chrysostom,

VT](j)dXtov}
Tovreort diopariicbv, pvpiovg e^ovra travrore d^Oatyovg, etc.,

and Theodoret. But we do not find it used any where else in this

special reference to the office, comp. ver. 11
; Tit. ii. 2

;
rather in

the metaphorical sense it would be " sober = prudent, discreet, in
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the general sense" (Matthies). In ver. 11, compared with Tit. ii. 3,

the term is certainly to be understood in its literal sense, yet it ap-

pears to me more natural to understand it herein the sense of spirit-

ual sobriety, especially as in ver. 3 we find the qualification, not

given to wine. Olshausen differently. On atocfrxov, Tit. i. 8.

occurs here again only at ii. 9 : ital Qdeypan KOI oxcart /cat

not f3adi.ona-f ware nal did TOV aw/tiarof (jxiiveoOai TT/V T?fr T}WU

<rvv7)v, Theodoret
;
thus = sober, reputable. <J>tAd|evo$-, as in Tit.

i. 8. Af<Ja/m/c6f corresponding to the qualification in Tit. i. 9
;
the

word again occurs only in 2 Tim. ii. 24. In what respects we may
regard this as a feature which points to a late period of the apos-

tle's labours, comp. the General Introduction, 4. I do not see

what objections can be brought against the qualifications of a

bishop mentioned in ver. 2, when regarded from the point of view

which we have shewn above as that in which they ought to be re-

garded. Taken together they present the picture of a worthy overseer.

In the negative qualifications which follow in ver. 3, and which

might appear to have too much of a merely external and self-evident

character, it will be perceived that there is a reference to prevailing
faults which are therefore particularly specified, as is also the case

in the Epistle to Titus i. 7 : not given to wine, no striker the sec-

ond as the consequence of the first. There is no necessity to un-

derstand by TivtofKTT/f, a fighter, it denotes here only one who is given
to quarrelling and scolding ; comp. Passow. Hdpotvo$ with the ac-

cessary signification of "impudent," one who gives offence when
under intoxication. MT/ aloxponepdi] is a gloss. The qualifications

tmeiKjj and d/ia^ov are placed in opposition to M TrA7?/m/v, comp. on
Tit. iii. 2. Not covetous belongs to the series of predicates intro-

duced by the particle not, and is therefore not to be joined with those

forming the contrast introduced by but. The expression occurs again
in Heb. xiii. 5.

Vers. 4, 5. Besides the moral qualities which have respect to

himself personally, regard is also to be had, as in Tit. i. 6, to his

character relatively to those belonging to him his qualities as the
head of a family. The Christian influence which he is able to ex-
ercise in his own house will shew to what extent a successful influ-

ence on the house of God may be expected from him. His own is

therefore to be understood in opposition to the house of God
; comp.

ver. 15. Okof comprehends all the members of his house, also his

servants
; comp. ver. 12. It is added specifically, having his chil-

dren in subjection, etc. "E^ovra here is explained by some as =
holding, and in this case, the words perd -nda^ CT^VOTT/TO? are re-

ferred to the father. So Wegscheider, Heydenreich, and Matthies.

Others, as Leo, Mack, De Wette, understand txovra as = having,
and refer perd to the children. The parallel passage in Tit. i. 6 is
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in favour of the latter, against which neither the expression

nor the uerd not ev is decisive, as De Wette remarks, appealing
to ii. 2. ii. 15, vi. 6. 'EXOVTO, is then the consequence of ruling wettj

and aeuvoTj/c, propriety of conduct, as in ii 2, denotes the fruit in

which his influence is to be perceived. Ver. 5 shews why this par-

ticular quality deserves a special consideration, by an inference a

minori ad majus. How shall he who knows not how to rule his own
house take care of the church of Grod ? The apostle places on the

same footing the capacity for both duties, that of ruling one's own
house and taking care of the church. That which qualifies for

ruling one's own house qualifies also for an efficient discharge of

official duties. Hence the inference from the one to the other. The
office gives a wider sphere of active duty, but it is the same energy
of a Christian and moral character that must be brought inix^exercise

here, as in the. narrower sphere of the family. The exact opposite
of the idea here expressed is the abstract separation between the

office and the person*. Ac, "the sentence is parenthetically op-

posed to the ruling well his own house," Winer's GT., 53, 102,

p. 401. The antithesis to Itiios is here clearly expressed by church

of God, compare with verse 15. T^meteiaBai, again at Luke x. 34,

35.

Ver. 6. Two qualifications are mentioned in vers. 6 and 7 which

do not occur in the Epistle to Titus tirf ved^vrov, still dependent
on the fcZ, ver. 2, and also, that the candidate have a good report of

those without the Christian church. The word vefyvrofj which be-

came a standing expression in the later ecclesiastical usage, is found

only here in the New Testament
; literally, recently planted, in the

Sept. The figure, used of the veoKar^crr^ (Chrysostom), or veo(3dTT-

Tiaroq (Theophylact), naturally suggests passages such as 1 Cor. iii

6, seq. ; yt> e^irrevaa, which represents the Christian church as a

planting of God ; comp. 1 Cor. iii. 9
;
Kom. vi. 5, xi 7. We have

therefore no reason for surprise at the word when the apostle desig-
nates his own apostolical labour by the word <j>vrevetv. Bat there is

greater reason for surprise, says Schleiermacher, at the requirement
itself

;
for how could Paul contrive to make no veoreMft a bishop in

any of those many churches which he often planted hastily one
after another on a journey. This might have been possible, he

says, twenty years later. Why then may it not have been so ten

years later ? And what the apostle writes to Timothy with special
reference to Ephesus, where Christianity had existed for some length
of time, is not to be held as an inviolable rule for all cases. Mat-
thies has already expressed himself to the same eflfect, and referred

to the circumstance that this particular rule is wanting in the Epis-
tle to Titus.

"
But," replies De Wette,

" the rules are laid down
in quite a general form." They will therefore apply everywhere in
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the same circumstances. It is well-known that the church adhered

to the rule here prescribed, comp. Canon Ap. 80. Why a neophyte

is not to be made a bishop is shewn in the words which follow, Iva pr}

Tv0o>0etf, etc. The expression rvfyovodai, from rC^o?, smoke, vapour,

= fastus, Pol. xvi. 22, 4
;
3 Mace. iii. 18 (Wahl), literally, sur-

rounded with fog, only again at vi. 4, and 2 Tim. iii. 4. Huther

renders it
"
stupid pride/' and refers to vi. 4. It occurs elsewhere

in this sense
; comp. Passow, and the Gen. Introd., 4. In the fol-

lowino1

words, et? Kpipa 6iaf36kov, the comparison of ver. 13 and

2 Tim. ii. 26, makes it certain, that by 6 6idj3oXo$ is to be under-

stood not the calumniator in general, but the calumniator KOT' e&^v
= satoh. Comp. also Harless on Eph. iv. 27 : "6 &aj3oAo$- is used

by the apostle only as an appellation of the devil." Kpipa never

occurs ia the sense of "
accusation," in which some would take it

here, understanding rov diaffokov as the genitive of the subject, but

always denotes causa, or discretum, or judicium. Here it can denote

only the last of these. In this case rov diafi. is not to be taken as

the genitive of the subject, for Kpiveiv is not the business of the 6id-

/3oAof, but with many of the older and more recent commentators

(Chrysostom, Theodoret, Bengel, Heydenreich, Leo, Mack), objec-

tively, against which its being used subjectively in ver. 7 is not deci-

sive, as De Wette maintains it to be. It is the same judgment in

consequence of the same fall
; comp. 2 Pet. ii. 4

;
Jude 6. So also

Olshausen. The omission of the article, which Matthies brings as an

an objection, is explained as in many other passages, by the more

special determination of the term in the words which follow,

Winer's Gr., 19, 2 b., p. 114. Kpipa not differently here from

Rom. ii. 2, iii. 8, xiii. 2
;
Gal. v. 10. In Rom. iii. 8, Kpipa is as

here, connected with the genitive of the object. Huther under-

stands rov diapokov on account of verse 7 as the genitive of the

subject.

Ver. 7. Another special qualification, likewise mentioned only

here, is good reputation among those without the church. In the

Epistle to Titus (chap, ii.), it is urged as a duty on all the members
of the church to commend the gospel by their conduct

;
but no spe-

cial application of this injunction is made to the K-iononog. Avr6v

is to be cancelled according to critical authorities (comp. Tischen-

dorf
).

To have a good report; the apostle ascertained this with re-

spect to Timothy himself ere he connected himself with him, Acts
xvi. 2. Kot introduces the new quality which must still be added
to those already enumerated. 0! t&Oev elsewhere ol e? (1 Cor.

v. 12, seq.; Col. iv. 5
;
1 Thess. iv. 12), is used by the apostle ;

the

same expression as we have here is found also in Luke xi. 39, seq. ;

1 Pet. iii. 3 (De Wette). This rule is also explained by a Iva pj.
" Lest he should fall into reproach, and into the snare of the devil"



FIEST TIMOTHY III. 7. 71

Elg not being repeated, might lead us to suppose that dvetdicfiog is

also to be connected with rov Siaft., according to which the devil is

represented as the author of the reproaches which are brought

against the bishop, especially, as the context shews, by those that

are without. But this circumstance is not decisive, and the inter-

posed tjtiTTe'a?/,
renders the independent construction of dvetdia/iog more

natural. It would also be difficult to point to a passage where, in

like manner as here, the devil is represented as the immediate au-

thor of that which is done by others. There is difficulty in deter-

mining the sense of the following words exactly, iraylg rov
6ta/3., and

their relation to dveidtonog. Is the reproach itself the snare ? Or
is the reproach the occasion of falling into the snare ? Or are both

to be taken as independent 'the reproach and the snare ? Against
the first is the general usage of the expression, according to which
it denotes always a subjective state, 2 Tim. ii. 26

;
also 1 Tim. vi.

9. The apostle describes one who has passed out of his former life

of sin, and is therefore no longer in the snare of the devil, inasmuch

as he speaks of a falling into the snare. If now, such an one is

calumniated in consequence of his previous life, he does not, eo ipso,

fall again into the snare, if he is not thereby led away from the new
life* of the spirit. Thus the reproach is not itself the snare. Nor
can the third of the above explanations, which takes them as inde-

pendent of each other, be vindicated
;
for they stand in too close

connexion. 'Ovei-diapos therefore must be understood as the possible

occasion of falling into the snare. It is not, however, the vexation

produced by the reproach (Heydenreich), nor the revenge thereby
awakened (Grotius), which leads into the snare, but the reproach it-

self, the continual upbraiding with former sins. This indeed may
lead the truly converted, to a more zealous striving after holiness

;

but it may easily also have the contrary effect, of leading him who
finds himself pursued and surrounded by his former sins and stripped
of his reputation, to become in the end morally indolent, to give
himself over to his former sins, and to become as bad really as is his

reputation. Quid enirn spei restat, si nullius peccati pudor ? (Cal-

vin.) It is this case, so easily possible, which the apostle has here

in his eye. The connexion with oveidia/jins is less regarded in Theo-

doret's explanation, which is followed by Mack : 6 yap KOI Trap' eicei-

voig TT^darrjv &%urv rrpb rfjc; ^uporovia^ 6ia(3o^r)v enovsidiorog sarai nal

ot^ oveideai nepi(3ahel rb KOIVOV nai el$ rrjv nporepav on rd^iara
t 7Tapovofj,iav}

rov 6ia06Xov irdvra rrpbg rovro firj^avu^KVOv.

So also Olshausen, who gives special prominence to the possibility

of being led away. If now we review the order in which the quali-

fications of a bishop are enumerated
}
we find that in ver. 2 are men-

tioned those positive moral qualities of the most general description

which it becomes a bishop to have ; in ver. 3 the faults from which



72 FIRST TIMOTHY III. 8.

he must "be free
;
and in vers. 4, 5, and 6, certain other rules are

given which have a special reference to the choice of a bishop. Our

epistle has much in common with that to Titus, and yet, as a com-

parison will shew, it is quite free and independent. On the objec-

tion already treated, that we have here for the most part only

general moral qualities, and but few which refer specially to the

tmoKOTTos, I add Olshausen's explanation, who observes, that the ob-

jection may be obviated by the following considerations : 1, that the

description of the bishop bears an antithetical reference to the char-

acter of the heretics
; 2, that the apostle pre-supposes, in those

persons who fill offices of the church, the peculiar gifts which they

need as secured through the xapiapara. That this was in the apos-

tle's mind is evident from 1 Tim. iv. 14. I think, with Neander,

that the xaP^IJMra tad obviously become less prominent, whence

the choice became more difficult. The apostle, as I apprehend,
takes for granted the presence of true faith in the bishop, or rather

he desires, at the same time, the evidence of this in the life. Finally,

it may be shewn, that beneath those more general qualifications also

there lies a special reference to the bishop. There is a special rea-

son, for example, that a bishop should be uriblameable; the qualifi-

cation, husband of one wife, implies obviously a special reference to

the bishop, for this is not required of all. And do not vij^d^iog

(spiritually sober), awfrpuv, Koofiios, denote qualities such as espe-

cially befit a bishop, who would unite in himself moderation and dig-

nity outwardly as well as inwardly ? Why a bishop should in an

especial manner be given to hospitality will at once appear from the

circumstances of the early church. Apt to teach, also applies to

him, qua Kmanono^. On ver. 3 comp. above. And in vers. 4-7 we
have solely qualifications which bear a special reference to the bishop,
or rather to an officer in the church, as we shall afterwards find the

same also required of the deacon.

Yer. 8, seq. Here follow, in like manner, the qualifications of a

deacon. " But what say you to this," asks Schleiermacher,
" that

this epistle makes two descriptions out of the one in the Epistle of

Titus, one of the bishops and another of the deacon ?" We say, in

the first place, that the circumstances of the church in Ephesus
which had existed for some length of time, required a mention not

merely of presbyters, but of deacons
;
and this circumstance argues

the genuineness of the epistle. Comp. above and the General In-

troduction. We say further, that here also, as well as in what pre-

cedes, the writer shews himself to be in great measure independent
of the Epistle to Titus

;
and we have by no means a mere duplicate

of the description in Tit. i. 6, seq. For that the deacon as well as

the bishop must be free from the prevailing vices of intemperance
and avarice, seems very natural, and that from him as a servant of
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the church it should be required, that he be the husband ofone wife,

and be able to rule well his own house, cannot surprise us, after

what has already been said on these qualities. We find, however,

several other things required of the deacon which are neither a repe-

tition of what is said with reference to the bishop here, nor of what

is said at Tit. i. 6. But how far the qualifications of a deacon here

given are suitable will be shewn in the exposition, and at the con-

clusion of the section.

In Acts vi. 1, seq., we find the necessary information as to the

origin of the diaconal office, its name, and its sphere of duty. We
see there plainly, that this office owes its origin to a necessity which

first arose with the extension of the Christian church
;
hence it is

that no mention is made of it in the Epistle to Titus. The name,

although it does not occur in that passage in the Acts of the Apos-

tles, is doubtless to be traced to the expressions diaicoveiv rpa-n-^aig,

and diaiwvia in vers. 1 and 2. The sphere of this office is also marked

out in its being distinguished from the dianovia rov Xojov and Ttpoo-

EVX% ver. 4, as consisting in the care of the poor, with which also

the care of the sick and of strangers came gradually to be connected.

Comp. on the subject Winer's B.W.B., in which will be found the

further literature connected with it, and Neander apostol. Zeitalter

I., p. 47, seq. The name dtaKovog occurs again in the New Testa-

ment only at Phil. i. 1, and Bom. xvi. 1, in the latter passage as an

appellation of Phoebe, hence = deaconess. Among the qualifica-

tions here enumerated, that of moral propriety of conduct in general,

stands first (Tit. ii. 2). The apostle does not mean by this, a qual-
ification having a characteristic reference to the deacon

;
he only

means to say, that he who is to fill the office of a deacon in the

church must, above all, be a true Christian, whose moral conduct

bears testimony to his Christianity. He then mentions certain pre-

vailing vices from which a deacon must be free. Two of these are

the same as have already been specified in ver. 3, with reference to

the bishop, namely, not given to much wine, not covetous. So also

Tit. i. 7. On Trpoaexeiv = " to be given to," see on Tit. i. 14. Be-

fore these two, however, stands one qualification at which the critics

have stumbled so much /) dikoyovg. The word nowhere else occurs

in the New Testament, nor is it found in the Septuagint. The
sense of repetition, in which it is used by Diodorus Siculus and

Xenophon, is not suitable here. On the other hand, the analogous

expression, diipv^o^, which we find in Jam. i. 8, iv. 8, and the still

more kindred expression, dty/Uxraof, in the Septuagint, Prov. xi. 13,

may be referred to. M?) dthoyovg TovreaTt- ^ imovkovt; p/de

observes Chrysostom p) erepa fisv TCWTQ, srepa 6s etce'tva)

Theodoret. The prominence which is given to this quality is to be

explained by the extensive personal intercourse which the deacon



74 FIRST TIMOTHY III. 9, 10, 11.

would have with the members of the church; comp. Mack on

ver 8.

Ver. 9. The apostle farther requires of deacons that they hold

the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience ; comp. i. 19. In the

expression, mystery of thefaith as the similar one, mystery of god-

liness, ver. 6 shows faith is to be understood subjectively : (in quo

fidem collocamus, Wahl). So also De Wette. On pvorripiov comp.

Kom. xvi. 25
; Eph. iii. 3

;
Col. i. 26, 27, etc. Comp. Harless, p.

35 : mystery, inasmuch as it was known by no man until God him-

self revealed it. But Harless admits (p. 510, on Eph. v. 32), that

the word has still another signification, in which the idea of mystery

refers not merely to the manner of its revelation, but to the thing

itself. In this latter sense it must be understood in iii. 16 (comp.) :

therefore also in the same sense here. So Planck, Leo. Schleier-

macher has remarked on this passage, that the deacons were pre-

cisely those who had least to do with the mystery of the faith.

However, this qualification is not to be understood as implying that

the preaching of the gospel was the vocation of the deacon as such

(although Stephen and Philip were also evangelists, this was in no

way connected with their office as deacons), but as a qualification

which is required of every Christian, especially of those who under-

take an office in the church ; comp. i. 5. The emphasis rests on

the words, in a pure conscience, which are to be understood, as De
Wette has already observed, in a general sense, not with special

reference to the fulfilment of the office.

Ver. 10. But these also, continues the writer, must first be

proved, then may they serve (administer the office of a deacon), if

they are blameless. (Huther : KOI de as particles of connexion and

emphasis.*) The trial to which the future deacon was to be sub-

jected, consisted not in a period of probation, but in a previous in-

quiry as to whether the requisite qualifications, laid down by the

apostle, were found in him, as is evident from the expression, being

blameless, which denotes the result of the inquiry. Who makes the

trial is not stated. Acts vi., the church chose the fitting persons,
and the apostles confirmed the choice. In the later practice of the

church the trial was made by the presbytery (Constitt. ap. viii. 4) ;

comp. De Wette. Agreeably to the position which Timothy occu-

pied, it was principally his duty to take care that unworthy persons
should not be admitted

;
on the disappearance of such an office as

he exercised, the duty naturally devolved on the presbytery.
Ver. 11. Even so must the women, etc. What women are here

meant ? Christian women in general cannot be meant in this con-

nexion. The view also which Mack and Wieseler (p. 309), have
most recently defended, namely, that the wives of the superintend-

* Kal OVTOI c5t "and let these too." K.
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ents and deacons are meant, contradicts the order, according to which

the rules which refer to the emoKorcog are ended at ver. 7, as ver. 8

shews, and at ver. 12 the deacons are again spoken of. Agreeably
to the context, the expression must be understood either of the

wives of the deacons, or of deaconesses. The latter view is taken

by Chrysostom, Theophylact, and others, most recently by De Wette,
while Matthies, and also Olshausen, understand the wives of the

deacons as meant. So also Huther. But it is difficult to see why
special rules should be laid down with respect to these, and not also

with respect to the wives of the overseers, unless it be supposed that

the wives of the deacons were deaconesses. Again, if it is the wives

of the deacons that are meant, the omission of the avi&v is strange,

as well as the particle uoavTug, which the apostle uses, as here in

ver. 8, and elsewhere in ii. 9
;

Tit. ii. 3, 6, to denote the transition

to rules for another class of persons. Further, although the repeti-

tion of 6iaKovoi
}
ver. 12, is not surprising even on the supposition

that by ywalKeg are meant the wives of the deacons, seeing that the

subject required to be named anew after the yvvaiKeg, yet the con-

struction, as a whole, is strange. For, as ver. 12 still speaks of the

domestic relations of the deacon, any rule regarding their wives

would have found a much more suitable place here in relation to the

deacon himself, since it is altogether unsuitable that such should

stand by itself, and without any reference to the deacon. I am not

inclined, however, to lay any weight on the expression, faithful in

all things, as is done by De Wette and others, who oppose the ap-

plication of the words to the wives of the deacons
;
for although

deaconesses are meant, this characteristic cannot still be referred

to fidelity in the discharge of the duties of their office, but must
be understood as a condition of their being appointed to office.

Add to this, that the apostle could not, from a regard to perspicuity,

employ the word didnovoq here, which he uses of the deaconesses in

Rom. xvi. 1
;
that there were doubtless deaconesses in Ephesus who

are not mentioned at all (not even in chap, v.), if not here
;
that

on the supposition of deaconesses being meant, chap. iii. embraces in

due proportion all the persons in the service of the church when
these things are taken together it will scarcely admit of a doubt,
that ywaiices is here to be understood of deaconesses. The apostle

having specified the moral qualifications of a deacon, is led by the

homogeneousness of the office to connect with these such as are

proper to deaconesses. Here also he puts aenvdg first, as in ver. 8,

with respect to the deacons
;
the \vf\ diafioXovq answers to the PTJ

dikoyovg, and is certainly more suitable to the female sex (Tit. ii. 3).

Then follows sober, corresponding to not given to much wine, ver. 8,

and therefore to be understood here of sobriety in the literal sense,

comp. Tit. ii. 2. Lastly, faithful in all things is a comprehensive
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expression, answering to not covetous, etc., so that the apostle evi-

dently demands the same qualifications in the female deacons, only

with the partial modifications arising from their sex. And it is just

this circumstance namely, that the qualifications are substantially

the same which has led the apostle to mention the female deacons

in this place. In ver. 12 he turns again to the male deacons, and

in respect to their household relations lays down the same conditions

as he has laid down in the Epistle to Titus with respect to the

bishop ;
and here also, in iii. 2, 4, conditions which apply to every

one who would fill an office in the church. The expression, faithful

in all things, observes De Wette, against Matthies, may suitably be

limited to the various duties of the deaconesses. But it is the con-

ditions pre-requisite to the appointment to the office that are here

spoken of, and therefore this limitation is not at all necessary. The

being faithful in all things rather appears to me to be a summary

expression, substantially answering to the not greedy offilthy lucre,

ver. 8, and to what is said in ver. 9
;

" faithful in all the things of

life as well as of faith," is what is meant.

On ver. 12, comp. ver. 2 and 4. Schleiermacher's doubts arising

from the shock which the connexion suffers in ver. 11, might now be

regarded as disappearing of themselves, although he thinks that the

interruption is not so great if deaconesses are not understood as

meant. Reviewing now the qualifications of deacons here prescribed,
we must certainly admit that here, as in vers. 1-7, it is not so much
the specific qualities of a deacon that are given, as the description
of a Christian in general, such as must first be pre-supposed, espe-

cially in him who would undertake the office of a deacon. Planck
has already observed rightly, that the apostle intends rather to

mention the qualities which are to be looked for as the first condi-

tion of receiving office, than the special qualifications for the dis-

charge of the duties of the office. As in general, in the Pastoral

Epistles, emphasis is laid on the practical side of Christianity, in

opposition to the so-called heretics, the same is also manifest here,
whether it be, as Olshausen thinks, that the apostle takes for granted
the possession of the %apta/ia, or whether it be that on the compar-
ative withdrawal of the "

gifts," he thinks that the safest criterion

of future efficiency in the office is to be sought in the previous moral
character of the person to be elected

;
it being pre-supposed that he

was in other respects the man for the office, upon which the apostle

says nothing further, because it must have appeared self-evident to

Timothy that no one was to be made a deacon who possessed neither
the disposition nor the talent for the peculiar duties of such an office.

Nor is there much difference between what we find here and in Acts
vi. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest

report, say the apostles to the church, and thus, just as is done in
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our epistle, they give the first place to the general qualification of a

good reputation, ver. 3. The expression, full of the Holy Ghost,

also involves no special reference to the office
;
such a reference is

apparent only in the qualificationfull of wisdom ;
and afterwards,

in ver. 5, it is expressly said of Stephen that he was a man full of

faith and of the Holy Ghost, by which, in like manner, no special

qualification for the diaicoveiv is denoted. But with reference spe-

cially to the qualities mentioned in our epistle, it would not be dif-

ficult to point out also in them the reason why they are particularly

required of a deacon. It is certainly not accidental merely, that in

the case of the deacon less weight is laid on personal dignity than

in the case of the bishop (comp. ver. 3, KOO^IO^ ;
it is enough for

him that he be oepvoc; ; the p) dtAdyov?, also, is thought by Schleier-

macher to be suitable, comp. above. The holding the mystery of
thefaith, etc., when rightly understood, expresses only the qualifi-

cation of a true faith having its root in the heart, in opposition to

the merely pretended faith of those who taught otherwise. How
could the deacon, whose whole work was to spring from true love to

God and the brethren, be wanting in a true faith, without which a

true love is not conceivable ! The apostle, as Schleiermacher thinks,

might certainly have added the qualifications expressed by the

terms, hospitable, a lover of good, just. But how much would still

have to be said besides, if the apostle had aimed at enumerating

everything ! It suffices him to lay down, in general, the qualifica-

tion of moral propriety of conduct, with special allusion to the pre-

vailing vices, and that of faith having its root in a pure conscience.

And it may certainly be supposed that those who were found blame-

less in respect to the things mentioned, would not be deficient in

those qualities referred to by Schleiermacher, nor in others equally

important.
That qualifications so high are required in a deacon, is now con-

firmed in ver. 13, by a reference to the importance of this office, as

shewn in the great personal success which a deacon, who has used

his office well, may hope to reap ;
so also De Wette. Ol jap icaX&g

SiaKovTJoavTss the apostle then has in view the termination of the

official course, as appears from his using the aorist
;
he represents

the fruit which results to the deacon from a good service. This

fruit he denotes by the words, they purchase for themselves a good

position and great boldness, etc. If it is steadily kept in view, that

the apostle intends here to specify the final reward which will as-

suredly accrue to every one who has administered the office well, it

will be seen that he cannot mean by this, promotion to the higher
office of a presbyter. Apart from the moral value of such a motive,
the nakov does not correspond well to it, as it would seem to imply
that the office of a deacon was not also a good degree of honour, if
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indeed /3a0//d$- is to be taken at all in this sense. We would expect,

at least in this case, that the idea should have a comparative form.

Nor does the aorist diaKovijaavTeg agree with this interpretation, since

it represents the acquisition as the result of the completed ser-

vice. Farther, it is not to be conceived that the apostle holds out

to every deacon the prospect of promotion to the office of a presby-

ter, and that, as the certain* reward of his service, not to say that

the idea of the offices, and their relation to each other, which lies at

the foundation of this view, is entirely unapostolical ; comp. Mack

on the passage, who justly refers against this view to passages such

as 1 Cor. xii. 4-11
;
Rom. xii. 7, seq.

" We find that even in the

second century, the idea of moving upwards in the offices of the

church is as yet unknown," Olshauson. And how unsuitable would

the connexion be, between this reference to the higher place of

honour in the church which is to be attained, and the words great

boldness, etc. Quite as inconsistent with the context of the passages,

which points to the final reward to be attained by him who faithfully

discharges the duties of his office is that other view founded on a

purely internal signification given to the expression KaXbv fiadnbv

nepiiroiovvTai, and substantially the opposite of the preceding, by
which the expression 4e understood of progress in the faith. Is it

likely that the apostle should confirm the high qualifications which

he lays down by saying, that the faithful fulfilment of the office

brings along with it an increase of faith ? The following TroAAJ/v

Trapprjoiav to which reference is made with seeming justice in support
of the internal signification assigned to jSaflfidv, is, as we shal'i after-

wards see, quite to a different effect, and how different also is the

idea in the kindred passage, vi. 19, that they may lay hold on eternal

life! How unsuitable also to the expression in our passage is such

an interpretation of a merely internal kind, and how little does its

generality warrant our limiting it to faith ! With more apparent
correctness therefore have others most recently Mack and Matthies,
and also Olshausen explained the expression as denoting the in-

fluential position in the church which those only attain who use the

office of a deacon well. The apostle is supposed, according to this

interpretation, to have the welfare of the church in view in the

qualifications which he lays down for the deacon. He prescribes

qualifications of so high an order, it is said, because a deacon who
has served well gains an influential position ;

much therefore (so we
are to supply) of the welfare of the church depends on him. But
in regard to this interpretation, the first thing that strikes one must

be, that the reference to the church is not more clearly expressed in

the passage ;
then the words ftae^bv avTol$, etc., speak first of all

* Also Huther : he understands by /3<z0//6f the estimation in which the person ia held
in the church, by nafyijaia. the joyous and confident freedom.
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of a reward for good service which the deacon himself is to obtain.

Nor, as De Wette also observes, will the words, and much boldness

in the faith, agree with this interpretation (comp. infra), and least

of all the words, they who have used well the office of a deacon, ac-

cording to which the apostle would say that he prescribes such high

qualifications, because those deacons who fulfil their office well gain
an influential position in the church

;
as if the apostle did not pre-

scribe those qualifications because they are necessary in order to a

faithful discharge of the duties of the office, but on account of the

influence which such a fulfilment draws after it. If, however, it is

said that the apostle intends to express the idea, that he prescribes

conditions so strict because only one who has served well acquires

authority and influence in the church, it will at once be perceived
that this idea takes its rise from the arbitrarily inserted

"
only,"

and even then would the words, they who havefulfilled the office of
a deacon icell, remain unintelligible, for the apostle would in that

case have used the present, as Mack and Matthies have done in

their interpretation, with more propriety than the aorist which re-

presents the Padfiov, etc., as the final result of the fulfilment of the

office. If accordingly the passage can be understood neither of ec-

clesiastical preferment, nor of progress in the faith, nor finally, of

ecclesiastical authority in general, the only interpretation which

remains is that which makes nakbv ftadfj,6v denote the result of a

faithful performance of official duty in the personal salvation of the

deacon
;
as modifications of this view again, some, as already Theo-

dore t, understand by icahbv ftadpov a high degree of blessedness,

others a good hope of this
;
so De Wette following Heinrich. The

aA. (3a6. -rrepnr., then, denotes the sure final gain for every one who
has served well

;
the aorist has thus its proper force

;
and the ad-

ditional clause, much boldness, etc., agrees with this. For De Wette
has already rightly observed, that Trapprjoia cannot signify candour

in the statement of the Christian doctrine, as Heydenreich will have

it, but as Mack and similarly also Matthies think, a firm standing
forth for the truth and against error, as mong cannot be understood

objectively either of the doctrine of faith or the things of faith, but

only subjectively of that upon which the TTapprjaia rests. Happrjaia

is rightly understood only in the sense of 1 John iii. 21
;
Heb. iv.

16 :

"
confidence toward God," and hence that explanation of Kahbg

jSafyiof alone is correct which has been last adduced
; and, in par-

ticular, De Wette prefers the latter modification of this view, ac-

cording to which it is not a high degree of blessedness, but a good

expectancy of this that is spoken of; in support of which he refers

to the parallel passage, vi. 19. I entirely agree with De Wette in

his opinion. Happi]aia denotes (comp. Harless on Eph., p. 303)
" the feeling of freedom and joyfulness entertained towards another
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person, especially one who acts as a judge." Snch joyfulness which

springs from faith, even the faith that results from fellowship with

Christ, is the certain final gain of him who has administered the

office of a deacon well. How unsuitable would this accessary clause

be, if the apostle had already promised before a high degree of bless-

edness to the deacon ;
how suitable, on the other hand, does it

appear, when aAd? /3a0juo? denotes the good position towards God,

so that teal TroA/lT/v, etc., explains this indefinite expression in its

subjective aspect. Bafljud?, properly step, threshold, etc., denotes

here figuratively the degree of worth which one has obtained in the

eye of God. The connexion of the verb Trepnroieladai (which does not

correspond to the figure) with /3a0(uo$- is explained by the metaphor-

ical use of the expression 0adn6<;. The word -nfpnroieiodaL occurs

again only in Acts xx. 28, and is there used by the apostle ;
besides

frequently rrepmoirjaig, 1 Thess. v. 9
;
2 Thess. ii. 14

; Eph. i. 14
;

also Heb. x. 39, and in the New Testament only again at 1 Pet.

ii. 9, so that we are at liberty to regard it as a genuine Pauline

expression. On fovrotf, with the middle, comp. Winer's Gr., 38,

6, p. 230.

4. ADMONITIONS ADDRESSED TO TIMOTHY AS TEACHER IN THE

PROSPECT OF A FUTURE FALLING AWAY.

(iii.
14 iv. 16.)

The writer has here evidently arrived at a conclusion. What he

has written is to serve as a rule to Timothy for his conduct in the

office of representative of the apostle, which has been temporarily
commited to him, in case the apostle himself should not soon re-

turn to Ephesus. What the apostle now further writes to him is

therefore not instructions precisely of the same kind. They are

rather general directions, as to how Timothy is to fulfil in general
his vocation of a servant of Jesus Christ, ver. 6

; although in these

also, as was to be expected, the apostle keeps in view the special
circumstances of Timothy. The point, therefore, which is treated

of here is, what use Timothy is to make of the "
gift" which has

actually been committed to him, ver. 14. The transition to this lies

in the designation of the house of God as the church of the living

God, the pillar and ground of the truth, ver. 15, and in the mention
of the mystery of godliness, ver. 16. With this is immediately
connected what is said in iv. 1, seq., where the apostle, pointing to

the falling away from the faith which threatens the future, vers. 1-5,
shews Timothy what is his duty as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ

in the prospect of such a danger, vers. 6-11, and how he is to per-
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form this duty chiefly in his present circumstances, vers. 12-16. For

it is of course understood, that Timothy is not to neglect his gen-
eral calling as an evangelist in attending to his special commission,
nor to allow the gift which has heen committed to him to be useless.

It is not therefore without reason, and merely because the writer has

a liking to the theme (De Wette), that he comes again, in iv. 1, to

speak anew of the heretics
;
nor are they the same heretics as the

former, but others, and as such are expressly designated. The men-
tion of these, however, forms the basis of the further admonitions

addressed to Timothy.
Ver. 14.

" After the writer has maintained a connexion through-
out thirteen verses, the absence of such connexion appears now
all the more glaring, and we stumble now at almost every word,"

Schleiermacher, p. 196. At the words, these things write I unto

thee we see no reason to stumble
;
as the conclusion of the preced-

ing, they have, as we have seen, their appropriate place. Nor is

there anything to stumble at in the following words, hoping to come

to thee sooner. For Schleiermacher's opinion, that the apostle, at

the time when he wrote the epistle, could not possibly entertain

the purpose of coming to Ephesus, rests on the false supposition that

the epistle was written at the period of which we have an account

in Acts xx. 1
;
on which, comp. the Introd. But it is very strange

to find him maintaining, that if the apostle actually had this pur-

pose, then the most of the instructions given in this epistle were un-

necessary, seeing that the apostle himself says, but if I should be

delayed that thou mayest know, etc.; the participle L\m^v is, as

the context shews, to be resolved thus,
"
although I hope ;" comp.

Winer's Gr., 35, 4, p. 217. Td%iov (other codd. have iv ra^ei,

which on internal grounds is the more improbable), is properly the

comparative ;
the apostle hopes to come to him sooner than is pre-

supposed in the instructions given to him, not, certainly, on account

of ravra
}
sooner than my epistle arrives. On the historical circum-

stances cornp. the Introd.

Ver. 15. The apostle, however, foresees it also to be possible

that he may remain longer away ;
hence he says, but if I delay that

thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house

of God, etc. On olnoq 6eov taken from the Old Testament (see

Wahl), comp. 1 Cor. iii. 9, 16
;
2 Cor. vi. 16

; Eph. ii. 22
; Heb. x.

21. On dvaarptyeodai, to walk, here = to conduct one's self, 2 Cor.

i. 12
; Eph. ii. 3

;
Heb. x. 33, xiii. 18. Schleiermacher has charac-

terized this whole expression as not sufficiently appropriate to the

instructions which have been given ; comp. against this Heb. xiii.

18, and let it also be considered, that the general term dvaarpefaa-

6ai receives through its connexion with KV okw deov a definite refer-

ence to one who has been intrusted with superintendence and

VOL. VI. 6
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government in this house (Heb. iii. 2, 5). The accessary clause too,

which is the church, etc., shews that the apostle in the words mSf

deldvaorpE<l>eaeai means, not the duty of maintaining a consistent

conduct as it applies to every Christian, but the special obligations

resting on Timothy in consequence of the commission which he had

undertaken. So also Olshausen : dvcurrp. used of Timothy's con-

duct in the office. According to Huther as is not to be supplied,

but dvaarp. is used quite generally. The words, which is the church

of the living God, etc., also form at once the conclusion of the fore-

goinginasmuch as they hold up before Timothy the greatness and

importance of his office as a servant of the house which is the church,

etc. and the transition to what follows, as is apparent chiefly in the

words, pillar and ground of the truth. Therefore TJTI? is to be taken

not merely as the simple relative, but as having a confirmatory re-

ference to the preceding : as that which is, etc. The apostle desig-

nates the house of God as the church of the living God. What De
Wette here observes is true, namely, that the concrete idea of the

Ephesian church is extended to the universal idea of the church in

general. The labour which is directed towards a particular church,

is service in the one great house of God to which every individual

church belongs as a part, and every individual Christian as a stone

of the building. In the expression, church of the living God (the

Old Testament njn? Vrj>), this house of God is designated according
to its internal glory. On the expression tnnX-riala, comp. Olshausen

on Matth. xvi. 18
;
1 Cor. i. 2. The epithet living applied to God,

the Heb. ->h >, is explained by such passages as Acts xiv. 15 ;

2 Cor. vi. 16
;
1 Thess. i. 9, etc.; it is the opposite of the Oeol

veicpoi,

pdrcuoi, and the eMwAa. On the import of the relation expressed by
the genitive, comp. the passage already adduced, 2 Cor. vi. 16 : for
ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said I will dwell

in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God. Pillar and
ground of the truth ; these words are interpreted by some (till the
16th century by all, and by many of the more recent commentators,
as Mack, Matthies, De Wette) as predicated of the church, by others

(first of all in the Basle editions of the New Testament 1540, 1545,
then by Bengel, Mosheim, Heinrichs, Wegscheider, Heydenreich,
Flatt), as predicated of the mystery of godliness.* In the latter

case, the words must be taken as the beginning of the following
section (as already Bengel has done, and Olshausen also adopts this

view), and would thus have a similar abruptness to the words iii. 4,
it is afaithful saying, viewed as referring to the preceding. In this

case the objection loses its force, namely, that if the words are to be
*

Comp. Mack on the passage, who traces this view to the principles of the Reform-
ation, though Luther, Calvin, and Beza, are of opinion, that Protestantism comes into
collision with this designation of the church

;
on which infra.
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understood as predicate of the following mystery of godliness, there is

a want not merely of logical but also of grammatical connexion. The

ancient division of the chapters, too, makes a new section to begin

with ver. 16 (comp. De Wette); and certainly it would suit better

to take the words pillar, etc., as belonging to the new section, if,
in

general, the words could be fitly interpreted as predicate of the

mystery. Schleiermacher indeed, thinks, that it were very strange
to name a particular truth such as is that which follows the pillar

of all truth but against this De Wette maintains with good rea-

son, that the words pillar, etc., form an appropriate predicate to

mystery, since the historical Christ (ver. 16) is in reality the founda-

tion of the Christian truth. He is not, however, defending this in-

terpretation. But it must be admitted that Schleiermacher is

perfectly right in his other remark that grammatically, two predi-

cates such as pillar and ground do not well stand in the same series

with the third epithet which is expressed by an adjective, confess-

edly great, and every writer would say : for the pillar of all truth

is this confessedly great mystery, etc. De Wette quite agrees with

Schleiermacher in this, and also refers to the grammatical difficulty

implied in a weighty predicate, such as pillar and ground, being
followed by a much weaker one, such as confessedly great. If ac-

cordingly we adhere to the old interpretation, then the words pillar
and ground of the truth are the predicate of house of God, which is

designated as the church of the living God. So also Huther.

SriUof is used by the apostle in the same metaphorical sense again
at Gal. ii. 9

;
it occurs besides iu Kev. iii. 12. Wahl rightly : omne

id, cui ut primario et prae ceteris insigni innititur aliquid. Thus in

the passage first adduced, three of the apostles are called orvkoi, as

those upon whom the continuance of the Jewish Christian church

depended ;
here the church is styled pillar of the truth, inasmuch

as the continuance of this truth, its historical existence as Christian

truth rests on this that there is a church which supports and pre-
serves the word of truth. Without a church there would be no
Christian truth on the earth

;
on the existence of the former rests

therefore the existence of the latter upon earth. In it alone is

truth, out of it error and lies
;
he who is devoted to the truth be-

longs eo ipso to the church, he who rejects it thereby shuts himself

out of the church
; comp. Mack, p. 281. Some have been embar-

rassed by the idea here expressed, on comparing it with other pas-

sages in which the apostle represents Christ as the alone ground of

the truth
; comp. 1 Cor. iii. 11, etc., in which the church is repre-

sented not as bearing up the truth, but rather as borne up by the

truth, and the truth not as needing the church in order to its ex-

istence, but, on the contrary, the church as needing the truth in
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order to its existence. This arises, as Baumgarten (p. 246) has al-

ready aptly observed, from confounding the truth as it is in itself,

with the truth as it is acknowledged in the world. In the former

respect, "it needs no pillar, but supports itself ;" in the latter, it cer-

tainly needs the church as its pillar, as its bearer and preserver.

The greatness and importance of Timothy's calling are designed to

be held up to him in the representation of the excellence of the

house in which he serves ;
and this excellence which belongs to the

church is represented by the apostle in opposition to the threatening

heresy which he has already in his eye as consisting in this that

the church upon earth has the calling to preserve within itself the

sure truth for the world, to secure its continuance on the earth.

The choice of the metaphor is to be explained by the opposition

which it implies to the heresy afterwards spoken of. This vocation

the church has had and exercised from the beginning, and will con-

tinue to have and to exercise as surely as it is the church of the

living God, and has the promise that even the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it. It has and exercises this, however, not merely
in so far as it rests, but because of, and in virtue of its resting on

the everlasting foundation (1 Cor. iii. 11), which is Jesus Christ. It

is the support of the truth for the world, just because it is itself

borne up by the truth which rests on itself, and is sure
;
and Mack

is quite right when he says (p. 286), that words to the following effect

are not to be supplied : namely,
"

if and in as far as the truth is

present in it," which would divest what the apostle says of all

meaning, and make him, while he seems to sty something of the

church, really to say nothing. The apostle knows nothing of a church

which has not the truth, or which has it only in part. But the

Catholic commentator clearly shews the restraints of his confession,
when he all at once transfers what the apostle says of the church of
the living God, to the historical idea of his own church, and so finds

in this passage a New Testament proof (perhaps a prophecy ?) of

its infallibility. It is not historical descent that makes a church to be

a church, but as Mack himself admits (p. 286, Anm., 1), this only
that it has the truth for its foundation

;
and it is not a church in

the true sense precisely in proportion as it is wanting in the ground
of the truth a test from which no historical appearance calling it-

self a church, or even " the church," can withdraw itself. 'Edpaiupa,
" a firm stay, foundation," forms a climax with a-vAo^. The word
used only here, similar to 0e/itvUo?, 2 Tim. ii. 19, has no parallel in

the New Testament usage except in the word iSpalo$}
used only by

Paul, and by him three times. An objection against the interpre-
tation of this passage which we have adopted, has been founded on
the alleged inelegance of expression implied in designating the
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dsov as orvhos and idpai^a ;
but when it is observed that

the literal expression church precedes the new metaphors, and that

in both metaphors there is a different allusion, the impropriety will

not appear so great. Mack has already referred to 1 Cor. iii. 9,

God's husbandry, God's building, although the case is not quite

parallel.

Ver. 16. "And confessedly great is the mystery of godliness,

etc." says the apostle, and he proceeds to unfold the contents of

this mystery. We have already seen, that the transition to the

following section lies in the designation of the church as the pillar

and ground of the truth; for if we regard these words as referring

to what precedes, we can see no immediate occasion for such a de-

signation of the church, as Schleiermacher also has remarked. If

now the apostle, in the view of what he has further to say, joins

the predicates pillar and ground of the truth with what goes be-

fore, we shall be at no loss, with Schleiermacher, as to the connex-

ion of our verse with what precedes and what follows, but may
consider the words, and confessedly great, etc., as the description

of the truth which is committed to the church as a treasure to be

guarded by it. It is the design of the apostle to shew Timothy
the excellence of that house in which he is a servant, and what

could be more suitable to this design than that the truth which

has its historical existence in the church should be represented in

its inherent greatness ?
" The stay and fortress of the truth is the

church
;
and (the itai stands first with emphasis),* confessedly great

is this truth whose supporter she is." 'OjUoAoyovjuevuf \iiya

says the apostle, i. e., without contradiction great, confessedly great,

so as not to be doubted of course only among those to whom this

fjivor. is a revealed mystery. The word 6p. occurs only here in the

New Testament, but often in the profane writers, Josephus and others.

Compare further on the interpretation of the idea, infra on dg. The

mystery of godliness the apostle here styles that truth a mystery
accessible only to piety (comp. on ver. 9), in opposition to the error

to which, because it is wanting in piety, this is a sealed mystery

(iv. 2). Even in the case of godliness, this mystery, although

revealed, yet surpasses all knowledge; and this designation seems

to me to be selected here, chiefly from regard to the wondrous

excellence embracing heaven and earth, of him who is its essen-

tial import. Compare on this sense of pvarripiov, Eph. v. 32 (and
Harless on the passage), then Eph. iii. 19, comp. with ver. 18,

where we are conducted to a more profound understanding of

this mystery. The apostle proceeds forthwith to unfold the con-

stituent parts of this acknowledged mystery of godliness. Here,

* Huther understands the /ecu as bringing forward into prominence the predicate

which follows.
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however, we encounter a critical difficulty in the
first^word.*

The

reading wavers between 05-, Oeog, o. "O has least in its favour, of

which Tischendorf says : o (quod Latinos ad 05- non ds6$ lectionem

conformasse patet) D* Vulg. it. pp. lat. pi. (i. e., omnes exc. Hier).

Nor has this reading internal support, for that Christ himself should

be called the mystery of godliness (Col. i. 27 is to a different effect)

is just as improbable as that without this reference he should be

denoted by the neuter o. On 6e6? Tischeudorf observes : Oe6$ (i. &,

0C pro OC) D.* ft*I.K. al. fere omn. (= almost all minusc.)

Arab, polygl. Slav., Did., Chr., Thdrt., Euthal., Maced. (who, how-

ever, is charged with having changed of into 0o?), Dam., Theoph.,
Oec. Praeterea lectioni Oeog favere putantur Ign. (ad Eph. xix. Oeov

[sed Syrus vlov pro 0eov, cf. Bunsen de epp. Ign. Hamb. 1847, p. 82]

dvdpumvus <f>avepov[ievov) } Constitt., Hipp., Thaum., s. potius Apol-
lin. ap. Phot. On 5$: A.*C. (de utroque cf. excurs. meuin ad

1 Tim. iii. 16, Prol. ad Cod. Ephr., p. 39, seq.), F.G. 17.73.181 item

codd. Liberati. Viet. Tunun. Hincmari (affirmantium quippe Mace-

donium sub Anastasio imp. 5g in 6e6<; mutasse), item goth. Syr. post.

s. Syr. post, in margine. cop. sah, item Cyr. Theod. Mopv. Epiph.

(bis) Pseudo-Chrys., item Gelas. cyzic. s. Mac. Hier. ap. Gelas. in

actis cone. Nic. ii. 23
;
item. Hier. Porro 5$ s. o habent Syr. ar. erp.

aeth. armen. Praeterea 8$ lectioni favere videntur Barnab. Theodot.

Just. (?) ad Diogn. Clem. ap. Oec. Orig. Orig. interpr. Greg. Nyss.
Bas. Nestor, apud Am. jun. Did. The weight of the external evidence

leans to the side of ?, in favour of which Griesbach, Lachmann,

Tischendorf, De Wette, Matthies, and also Olshausen have decided
;

while 0eof has been defended by Matthai, Heydenreich, Leo, Mack,
and others. Apart from the external testimonies, it is urged in

favour of the reading 6eo$ that it avoids the difficulties of the other

reading, and is altogether suitable to the connexion which stands in

need of a definite subject. That Christ is styled 6eo$ by the apostle
cannot cause surprise. So most recently Leo Excurs. I., p. 74, seq.,

Heydenreich on the passage and Mack. No similar passage tcr-

tainly can be shewn in which the apostle has given the appellation

6e6$ to the subject as becoming incarnate (comp. Phil. ii. 5) ;
mean-

while comp. on Tit. ii. 13. That, however, which is alleged to be
most in favour of this reading, namely, the facility of its interpreta-

tion, seems rather to be against it. For if 6e6$ was the original

reading, the origin of the other difficult readings is as unaccountable
as that of de6$ as a marginal gloss is easily accounted for on the

supposition that 5$ was the original reading. How could it be con-

*
Baumgarten: Vindiciae vocis 0e6f, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Hal. Mgd. 1754. Patriccii vind.

voc. Oeo?, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Argentor. 1777. Schulzii Programma de Myst. ... ad
1 Tim. iii. 16; HaL 1782. Michael Weber; crisis loci PauL 1 Tim. iii. 14-16. Lips.
1784 (in Leo, p. 32).
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oeived that any one should, in place of the definite 6e6g, have

put a og, which having no definite reference would be here so pecu-
liar ? The case of Macedonius, who is said to have changed og into

Oeog, is no proof of this, hut rather proves the reverse (against Mack),

namely, that og is the original reading. And it is remarkable, if

6e6g was indeed the original reading, that this passage was riofc made
use of in the Arian and later controversies (cornp. Mack, p. 295).

But the contents of the various clauses of the verse, was justified in

the Spirit, seen of angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on

in the world, received up into glory as others, and most recently
De Wette, have observed, will not correspond to the subject Oeog.

For when Heydenreich, in reply to this, says, that these clauses

must not be referred to Oeng by itself, but to 6eog b$ tyavepudr] iv

oapici, he does not thereby solve the difficulty, but rather acknowl-

edges it, as it is not the 6eog manifested in the flesh that is the

subject, but all the clauses, the first not excepted, have an equal
reference to the 6e6$. We are accordingly at liberty to maintain,
that if the reading o$ will but afford an intelligible interpretation,

it is decidedly to be preferred. We do not certainly think that 5f

can be taken as Matthies takes it (comp. De Wette) to signify ecce !

est qui ! One who, etc. The passages to which he refers in. sup-

port of this are quite of a different kind, inasmuch as in them only
the demonstrative is omitted, Rom. ii. 23

;
1 Cor. vii. 37

;
John i.

46, iii. 34
;

1 John i. 3. But even the omission of the demonstrative

we shall find to be not applicable here, either in the way of ovroq

having to be supplied at tducatudT], or of the apodosis being quite
left out

; for, against the former, it is urged with reason by the ad-

vocates of the reading 0eof, that the text contains no indication of

such a construction, but rather indicates that all the small clauses

stand in a like relation to the subject, and, in general, that no rea-

son can be shewn why the apostle should have placed, loas mani-

fested in theflesh, in the protasis, and all the others in the apodosis;
to which is also to be added, that the words, was preached among
the Gentiles, believed on in the world, would not at all be suitable

to the context if the apodosis begins with, was justified, etc., (comp.

Mack, p. 294). Against the other supposition that the apodosis
is entirely left out is the circumstance, that it is difficult to see

what idea this apodosis could have contained (comp. Mack). The

only remaining supposition, then, is, that og bears reference to a

subject not named, for which also De Wette has decided. The

merely relative designation of the subject by d$ may then be most

naturally explained by supposing that the apostle makes use of

words taken from another source in order to represent the mystery
of godliness, words which perhaps he found in a hymn (or in a for-

mula of confession), in which he could take it for grunted that the
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subject was known.* So also Winer's Gr., 64, 3, p. 519.f Per-

haps the words great mystery, with which the apostle introduces

what follows, are borrowed from some such source, and the word

confessedly is employed to give notice that the apostle is citing

words in which the greatness of this mystery is acknowledged and

celebrated in the church. We are not, however, therefore at liberty

to translate fywAoyoi^evwf
"
according to the hymn," as Mack does

contrary to the ordinary usage. Already Grotius, then Paul us,

> Heydenreich, Mack, De Wette, and others, have regarded the 16th

verse in the light of a quotation from such a source as has already

been hinted. In proof that hymns were then used, reference is made

to Eph. v. 19 (comp., however, Harless on the passage), and CoL

iii. 16
;
then also the account of Pliny I. x. ep. 97 : quod essent

soliti stato die ante lumen convenire carmenque Christo quasi Deo

dicere secum invicem, and the statement in Eusebius (h. e. 1. V.,

cap. 28) : tpaXfiol KOI tidal d(jA</>aiv OTT ap^f/C vnb maraiv ypafyeioai rov

"knyov TOV 0eov, rbv Xpiorbv viivovat OeoXoyovvrec;. With respect to

the form, Mack justly observes that the short unconnected sentences

in which the words are similarly arranged, and the number of syl-

lables almost equal, while the ideas are antithetically related, are so

suitable to religious hymns, that we find all these characteristics in

a series of later hymns used by the Greek and Latin church. When
we look particularly at the separate clauses in which is represented
the mysterious excellence of him who is the essential import of this

great mystery, it will be evident, as others have already noticed,
that they form parallel clauses, of which every two are a connected

pair, and form an antithesis turning upon the opposition of heaven

to earth, and so placed as that the order of the antithesis is reversed

in each new pair of clauses : flesh and spirit angels and nations

world and heavenly glory. It will also at once be perceived that

there is a correspondence between the first and the last clause was
manifested in the flesh was received up into glory.

If, now, we descend from these general observations to particu-

lars, we find that the first member og tyavepudri tv aapni presents no

difficulty. By o$ is meant Jesus Christ, whom the apostle elsewhere

also represents as the subject of predicates which extend beyond his

earthly existence, comp. on Phil. ii. 5, 6. The sense of the whole
clause is the same as John i. 14, the word became flesh ; 1 John iv.

2, Jesus Christ, who has come in the flesh ; Phil. ii. 7, who was in

the likeness of man. He who before was concealed is become mani-

fest, so that he can be seen, nay touched (John i. 14
;
1 John i. 1,

seq.). Dr. Baur discovers in the use of the expressions QavepovoOai,

* Olshausen is for referring 5c, in respect to the sense, to fivarTjpiov, and appeals to

CoL i. 27, where the apostle calls Christ himself (ivarr/piov. Comp. supra.

t And Huther.
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,
a mode of conception that has an affinity to

Gnosticism. Comp. against this, on i-xK/xiiv. Tit. ii. 11
;
and on

emtydveia, Tit. ii. 13. With respect to Qavepovadai, comp. Rom. iii.

21, xvi. 26
;
Col. i. 26 (Heb. ix. 8), in all of which passages the ex-

pression is used with reference to the appearance of salvation in

Christ. In Col. iii. 4 it is used with reference to the person of

Christ himself, not indeed, as here, of the first coming of Christ, but

of his second coming ;
it is clearly, however, only accidental that it

does not occur with reference to the person of Christ in his first

coming. We find the expression repeatedly used in precisely the

same manner as here by the apostle John, in the same epistle in

which he combats the Gnostic denial of the truth that Jesus Christ

is come in the flesh (1 John iii. 5, 8) ;
and how often is the same

expression used of the revelation of the love of God in Christ, the

(S6a, the Cw?/ ! How little ground, then, for the alleged relationship

found in these epistles to the Gnostic view of the incarnation is

given in this passage, and in 2 Tim. i. 9, iv. 1, 8
;

Tit. ii. 11, iii. 4!

Finally, Dr. Baur's objection of a doctrinal contradiction between

1 Tim. ii. 4 and the present passage, inasmuch as there Christ is

represented as a mere man has been obviated by the remarks on

that passage. De Wette, also, has rejected this supposition of a

contradiction (p. 86). 'Ev oapKi }
antithetical with the following iv

TrvevfidTi ; it designates the one side of his being, the visible, human,
in opposition to the divine (comp. Harless, p. 162, seq.) ;

he took

on him the human nature in its weakness (Bom. viii. 3, he was sent

in the likeness of sinfulflesh). Over against this clause, in the de-

scription of the great mystery, stands the following iSucaiudrj iv

nvKvpa-ri. When we attend to the antithesis in iv aapici, and observe

further, how in the two following pairs the two members always

correspond, it will be evident that every explanation of these words

must be rejected, which would make iv -nvevfiaTi =. "
through the

spirit, by virtue of the spirit," and would then interpret accordingly.

Hvevna can denote here only the Oelov in him, in opposition to the

(tap!; in him, and iv, not "
through" but as before only

"
in." So

also Olshausen. The great mystery of godliness is here represented

by the wondrous union of opposite things in his person, namely, of

the human and the divine life.* He VJ^Q justified in the Spirit the

other side of his being, which is opposed to the flesh. The meaning
of the expression idinaiudr] can, it is evident, be only this that he

who is manifested in the flesh is shewn at the same time in his

higher nature, the other side of his being (comp. the similar passage
in Rom. i. 3, 4). Why iSiicaiuOr) ? The general signification of the

expression is, Justus declaratus est. How is it to be applied here ?

* Huther: the spiritual principle of life dwelling in him, but at the same time eman-

ating from him.



90 FIRST TIMOTHY III. 16.

Certainly not in the sense in which it is commonly used by the

apostle, as opposed to guilt and punishment, Bom. ii. 13, iii. 26,

etc., hut in the sense in which we find it in Horn. iii. 4 ;
Matthew

xi. 19
;
Luke vii. 35, where the expression is used of God, or of

wisdom, to signify the opposite of heing mistaken or misapprehended.

The apostle here says, was justified,
in opposition to the state de-

scribed in the words, was manifested in the flesh ; in opposition to

this state of humiliation which exposed him to misapprehension

(comp. John vi. 41, 42, vii. 27), he was justified in the Spirit. So

already Mack and others. Wherein then consisted this being jus-

tified in the Spirit ? The true answer is in all that by which his

higher origin was made known, in the revelation of that glory which

is spoken of in John i. 14, we beheld his glory, the glory as of the

only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, and which was

manifested in his words (Matth. vii. 29
;
John vii. 46, etc.), in his

works (John ii. 11, iii. 2, xiv. 11), and in the events of his life, above

all in the resurrection (Rom. i. 4; Acts ii. 36, etc.). To make it

consist in the last of these alone, or in the miracles alone, or the

baptism, or the fulfilment of prophecies, is according to the context

quite arbitrary. The interpretation which associates it with the

operation of the Spirit after his outpouring (John xvi. 8-1G) comes

into collision with the right understanding of lv of the -nvtv\j.a, of

the antithetical relation between the first and second member in

this pair of clauses, and the train of thought expressed in the two

following.

From the wonderful manifestation in flesh and in Spirit of him

who is the substance of this great mystery, the description now ad-

vances to the equally wonderful circumstance of his being made

known, in which a similar antithesis shews itself was seen of angels

-preached among the nations, Col. i. 27. To explain ayyeAot either

of the apostles (Heydenreich, Leo, and others), or of the bad angels,

and accordingly to connect this part of the description either with

the appearances after the resurrection, or the descent into hell, is

contrary to the usage of the word. The former of these views is

also inconsistent with the antithetical relation which prevails

throughout all the pairs of sentences. With as little propriety can

the reverse signification be attached to &$Qi} dyyikoiq angels ap-

peared to him (Matth. iv. 11
;
Luke xxii. 43). Mack gives the

sense of the words thus, appealing to Heb. i. 6, 7, seq., ii. 9
" Christ appeared to angels as their commander, in which the apostle
would represent the exaltation of Christ above all angels." But

nothing is said of dominion and exaltation above the angels. How
little we are justified in thus extending the meaning of w00?? is

shewn by the antithetical clause, was preached among the nations.

He was seen by the one proclaimed to the others. And how little
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does that interpretation correspond to the train of thought from the

first pair of clauses to the third ! (comp. infra). How forced would

be the connexion of the ideas ! (comp. Mack, p. 292, and against

him Matthies, p. 320). Moreover, those passages in the Epistle to

the Hebrews that have been referred to, as well as Eph. iv. 8 ; Col.

ii. 15, do not tell us that Christ after his ascension was presented to

the angels as their commander. "Q<j>67] dyy. can only signify the

making known of Christ among the angels, and corresponds to the

preaching of him among the nations. So already Chrysostom,
"
Angels saw the Son of G-od with us not having seen him before,"

and Theodoret, "they saw him incarnate." Comp. passages such

as Eph. iii. 8, and 10
;
1 Pet. i. 12.* As showing the relation

which the work of redemption bears also to the celestial powers,

compare such passages as Eph. i. 20-23
; Col. i. 15, seq., ii. 10, 15

;

they, however, do not express the idea of our passage, but belong
rather to the third pair of clauses. Mack's remark that the inter-

pretation the celestial spirits saw his work upon earth is arbit-

rary and opposed to the context, in which the words are all to be

taken in their literal sense, is without force, as it was not his work

which the angels saw, but himself made flesh, and that as liter-

ally as was his being preached among the nations. The tifydr] cer-

tainly took place upon earth, but the description in this verse has

nothing to do with that
;

it aims at representing the mysterious
antithesis as denoted by flesh spirit ; angels nations

;
world

glory ;
the gradation in the thought lies in the words manifested,

seen, preached, and then believed, received up, and is evidently
rather material than chronological. After he who is the import of

this mystery was manifested, he was preached, and in consequence
of the preaching is believed on his reception upon earth, to which
his reception in heaven then forms the antithesis. The article is

wanting with ayyeAotc (comp. Winer's Gr., 18, 1 Anm.), therefore

not " the angels," but "
angels ;" it is the opposition of angels and

nations that is aimed at, for in this opposition lies the great mys-
tery. Preached among the nations. The expression SOvrj quite gen-

erally, as in Matth. xxviii. 19, not in contradistinction to the Jewish

people. What the angels came to know by seeing, these learn

through preaching. He is a new message to the one class as well

as to the other
;
and precisely in this union of heaven and earth in

his person, in this wondrous unity formed of things most opposite
lies the mystery.

The first member of the third antithesis now naturally comes
after the last clause he was believed on in the world as the conse-

quence of being preached (comp. "Winer's Gr., 39, 1, p. 233
;

* Huther understands the expression of the ascent into heaven, with which the last

clause is at variance.
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2 Thess. i. 10
;
1 John iv. 16) ;

in the worldby which is to be un-

derstood, as opposed to the glory, the ungodly world, the world

lying in wickedness (1 John ii. 15, seq.). Tnus ne found a reception

in the world, a place in it so to speak. To this reception in the

world is now antithetically opposed the next member he ivas re-

ceived up into glory where he now sits enthroned at the right hand

of God. On iv with verbs of motion, comp. Winer's Gr., 50, 4,

p. 367. According to De Wette, this is not to be understood of the

historical ascension of Christ, of which we have an account in Mark

and Luke, but of a celestial event. De Wette, who refers the being

seen of angels to a scene beyond the reach of sensible observation

the counterpart to the descent into hell would naturally under-

stand the being received up into glory not of the ascension, but only

of another occurrence which took place in heaven.* But this very

necessity of referring the clear words, he was received up into glory,

to something else than the ascension of Christ, is a proof that his

interpretation of the words, seen of angels, is incorrect. Our view

of the words does not compel us to go beyond the historical event

of the ascension, which indeed could not be more appropriately de-

scribed (comp. Mark xvi. 19, he was received up into heaven, and
sat down, etc.

;
Acts i. 11, he who is taken upfrom you into heaven;

Luke xxiv. 51). And if this be not what is meant, what, other

dvakaQOrjvai h 66!~Q is conceivable ? Our interpretation maintains

the suitable antithesis in the two clauses, the one of which expresses
Christ's glorification in the world, the other in heaven

; there, as

also here, he has a place as king of an empire, which embraces

heaven and earth. How clear are thus the antithesis in each of the

three pairs of clauses by which this great mystery of godliness is

represented ! How simple and apparent is thus the progress from

was manifested to was received up. How obscure, on the contrary,
does everything become, when with De Wette we suppose the being
seen of angels to refer to a scene in heaven, and the being received

up into glory to another celestial event ! Dr. Baur has denied that

there is any logical connexion in the sentences as they follow each
other

;
on the other hand, he discovers a Gnostic complexion in the

expressions IdiKcuwOT) iv nv. and utyOr] dyyeAotf ; in which case his

being at a loss to find any logical connexion is quite as accountable
as it is conclusive against his interpretation. Meanwhile, Dr. Baur
has still made the attempt to introduce some clearness into the con-

nexion, by supposing in each of the three pairs an antithesis of a
Gnostic and anti-Gnostic sentiment. Strange that a writer, to

combat Gnosticism, forges epistles, and then "by each of these

clauses seeks as much as possible to satisfy both the orthodox and
the Gnostic party ;" comp. the General Introduction. Moreover,

* The same remark applies also to Huther.
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this will only explain the arrangement of the sentences in pairs, not

the logical progress in the ideas expressed by the six clauses; finally,

however, as we have seen from the exposition, we are not under the

necessity of going beyond the Pauline sphere of ideas, and of having
recourse to the help of Gnosticism in order to explain the words. It

is still objected by Schleiermacher,
" that an enumeration such as

this should also be arranged in historical order." But it is not a

mere enumeration of successive incidents, but a representation of

the great mystery of faith. And the order followed in this repre-

sentation begins with the revelation of the Saviour, and advances to

his being made known, and thence to his being glorified. We have

still another of Schleiermacher's objections to consider.
" If Paul

had written ver. 16 as an introduction to what follows, with the

view of laying down the cardinal doctrine from which the seducers

would deviate, surely the subsequent description would harmonize

with this
;
what follows, however, contains nothing in any degree

opposed to the import of ver. 16." This objection contains already
a false supposition. For it is not the apostle's design in ver. 16 to

represent merely the cardinal doctrine from which the seducers

would deviate, but rather the great mystery of all piety, of which

the church is the bearer. In opposition to this great thesis, so to

speak though it is not properly stated as the thesis of what fol-

lows, but rather as the continuation of the orvhog, etc. the writer

places as its antithesis, in an equally general form, the words iv. 1 :

Now the Spirit speaJceth expressly that some shall depart from the

faith; for this sentence is evidently the principal one, and all that

follows is but the further explication of it
; coinp. De Wette, p. 88,

who admits that the heretics are not directly but only secondarily
mentioned. I regard it therefore as superfluous, nay as trifling,

when we look to the comprehensiveness of this description of the

great mystery, tp attempt to point out in its particular clauses, the

allusion to future heresies. If the apostle had intended any such

definite correspondence, it would doubtless have been made more

apparent, chiefly in the characteristics mentioned in iv. 2, seq. But
it is rather his design to give a positive representation of the truth

which is the confession of the church, with which is then contrasted

the future falling away from the faith (iv. 1). This positive state-

ment of the truth, however, includes in it on every side the opposi-
tion to the error.

Chap. iv. 1. In opposition then to this description of the great

mystery of godliness, the apostle places the prediction of the threa-

tened ialling away from the faith (de).
" But the Spirit speaketh

expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith/'

The expression p^rw^ (only here = with express words, distinctly),

as also the whole tenor of the passage shews, that the apostle refers
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to predictions of the Spirit lying before him. It is the general

prophecy of a future falling away, such as was declared by our

Lord himself in Matth. xxiv. 11, seq., 24, and by the apostle in

2 Thess. ii. 3, seq., in allusion to the prophecy of the Old Testa-

ment (Dan. vii. 25, viii. 23, seq., xi. 30, seq ; comp. Hofmann, a. a.

Q., ii. p. 291, seq.), which the writer has here in his eye. Comp.
also 1 John ii. 18 ;

2 Pet. iii. 3
;
Jude 18. Others again (so also

Olshausen) understand a prediction which was uttered by the pro-

phets at that period, and refer in support of this view to Acts

xi. 28, xiii. 2, xx. 23, xxi. 11. The prophecy, however, so for as

regards its general import, had been made long before, but the

special application of it in this passage proceeds evidently from

the apostle, whose eye, enlightened by the Spirit, discerns in the

present the beginnings of the apostacy which is to come to full

manifestation in the future. It is thus clear that the writer uses

the expression v vorepois Kcupol? looking forward from the time at

which he writes, and we shall find also in what follows that we
have not before us the words of a prediction made by another, but

the interpretation and application of this by the apostle himself.

Kaipog is used here quite as appropriately as in 2 Cor. vi. 2
;
1 Thess.

ii. 17 : 1 Cor. vii. 5, as Planck has already observed against Schlei-

ermacher. The words, some shall fall away, etc., in which the

general import of that prediction is expressed, form the proper an-

tithesis to what goes before, iii. 15, 16
;

it is not then the heresy
itself which is here placed in opposition to what is there said, but

the falling away from the faith of the church as described in iii. 16,

in consequence of heresies
; comp. above. On d^taTaadai, comp.

Heb. iii. 12. The apostle himself now more particularly describes

how such a falling away would be brought about, and he does this

with express reference to the appearances of the present, which in-

dicate beforehand the nature of the future falling away. Giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. HpooK%eiv as at

i. 4
;

Tit. i. 14. It is not merely an unhealthy Christianity, such as

we have been dealing with hitherto, but the entire falling away
from the faith, which is to be the result of this Trpocre^v. In ac-

cordance with this, the expressions TTvevfia-ra -xXdva ditiaoitakiat 6ia-

noviuv are much stronger than those which have been hitherto used

by the apostle, to designate the appearances of the present. On
Trvevfiara it has already been rightly observed by De Wette, that the

expression denotes neither the teachers who are first spoken of in

ver. 2, nor their doctrines, but the manifestations of the Trvevfta rfjg

nhdvris in opposition to the Tn>ri>fj.a 1% d^dda^, 1 John iv. 6 and
iv. 2, seq.; 1 Cor. xii. 10, xiv. 12-32. HAavo?, leading astray, as in

2 Cor. vi. 8. The words SidaaKaXiai^ daifioviw will then signify not
doctrines concerning demons, but proceeding from demons

;
the for-



FIRST TIMOTHY IV. 1. 95

mer interpretation would, moreover, stand in no connexion with the

rest of the passage ; comp. also, Winer's Gr., 30, 1, p. 168
;
with

respect to the expression comp. 2 Cor. xi. 15, the servants of Satan.*

The following words, KV vnoKpiaet tpevdohoyuv do not admit of heing
connected with tiidacKakiaig ;

for then the words would stand as a

more definite explanation of diapoviuv, which is inadmissible, inas-

much as men cannot be understood by the expression, or else didao-

tcaMaig must be repeated as De Wette observes. We shall therefore

have to connect the words with the proximate verb irpoaK^ovreg,

and understand them as denoting the cause of that giving heed,

etc., and as a description of the seducers, not of those who fall away,
to whom neither the expression hypocrisy nor -speaking lies would

be suitable
;
as also the words, having their conscience seared, etc.,

remind us of similar characteristics of the seducers in Tit. i. 15
;

1 Tim. i. 6, vi. 5, etc. That which allures to apostacy is the pre-

tended shew of sanctity which, however, stands in glaring contrast

with the inward character of these seducers
;
hence the expression

hypocrisy. -Zevdokoyoi, a designation of heretics properly so-called,

therefore a stronger expression than paraiohoyoi, Tit. i. 10
;
1 Tim.

i. 6. Keicavrr]ptaafj,KV(t)v TTJV 16. ovv. = such as are branded in their

own conscience
;
Wahl rightly, qui sauciam sclerum conscientia

habent mentem. The expression, which is borrowed from the

branding of criminals, is not with Theodoret to be explained of the

callousness of conscience, which can only be considered as an acci-

dent of the branding ;
but points primarily to the permanent de-

facement and degradation of their inner nature, of which they
themselves are conscious in consequence of sins which they have

committed against their better knowledge and conscience. The Idiav

is not, as De Wette thinks, without emphasis, but indicates the

contrast between their own inward character and their professed de-

sign to lead others to true holiness. The characteristic expressed in

the words, having their conscience branded, etc., explains the hypo-

crisy, for, as Calvin well observes, malas conscientise .... semper
ad hypocrisin .... confugiunt. It at the same time furnishes the

key to the right understanding of the error as it is described in ver.

3. It lets us see the false spiritualism of these lying teachers, as

the reverse side of their mannner of thought and action till then

devoted to sensuality. Their own inward impurity is reflected in

their eyes in the world without them, and hence their asceticism.

Comp. on the whole subject Tit. i. 15. The apostle now specifies

particular features by which these future heretics will be identified,

and these of a practical kind, not merely because they fall most

* Olshausen observes that a man never stands isolated; if the Divine Spirit do not

lead him, the evil spirit will; hence the heretics are here represented as inspirations of

the evil spirit.
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under observation, but because in them is most apparent the glaring

contradiction between them and the real inward condition of those

hypocritical seducers. What the apostle here states as the charac-

teristics of these seducers not as the enumeration of their errors

stands in fitting connexion with the appearances of the present, and

is represented as an aggravation of these. We look therefore for the

analogies to these not apart from, but in the phenomena which the

Pastoral Epistles themselves lay before us as already present. Kuhvov-

TUV ya^elv, dnexeoOai 0pwjuarwv, he says. (On the connexion of the

dTTE%. with Kukv6vruv
} comp. Winer's Gr., 66, 2, p. 548. For the

latter infinitive we must take Ketevovruv out of KwAvdv-wv, which is

= KeAevo'vrwv p?). The error combated in the Pastoral Epistles, is

a morally unfruitful, pretendedly higher wisdom connected with

commandments which were to lead to a supposed higher perfection.

This perverted ascetical tendency meets us most plainly in Tit. i. 14,

15, in which passage the apostle, in like manner as here, places in

opposition to the seducers the maxim to the pure all things are

pure. From the general resemblance between the errors as de-

scribed in the Epistle to Titus, and in our epistle (comp. the Gen-

eral Introduction), we can scarcely doubt, that what is said of those

errors is also applicable to the errors represented in our epistle as

present. Besides vers. 6 and 8 of this chapter refer to an ascetical

tendency existing at the time (comp. Baur a. a. 0., p. 25) ;
and in

passages such as i. 6, seq. (comp. the interpretation), 2 Tim. ii. 18,

the root of such an asceticism is evidently shewn to be a false spirit-

uality. It can therefore not surprise us, when the apostle, foreseeing
the future in the present, represents the abstainingfrom meats as a

mark of the future apostacy. True admitting the other statements

of the epistle this special error had already been clearly developed;

nay, we might rather wonder why the apostle places it in the future,
did we not consider, that substantially nothing depends on whether

the heresy in question did not come fully out till a future period, as

it is only the fruit of this, namely, the falling away, which the

apostle represents as future. We can certainly point to nothing in

the epistles specially analogous to the forbidding to marry; but so

much at least must be acknowledged, that such an error lies in the

same direction with a view which transfers inward impurity to the

external world. The existing ascetical tendency had not yet reached

this stage in its development according to the traces which we have
of it in these epistles ;

but does not the co-existence at a later

period of these two errors which the apostle here names, as we find

them in Marcion, the Encratites, and the Manicheans, prove their

internal connexion, and fully bear out the apostle's prediction ?

This union of the two errors, in the opinions of Marcion and his fol-

lowers, is the result indeed of their Gnostico-dualistic view of the
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world
;
but must we suppose this to have been already in existence,

in order to understand the prediction of the writer ? In the man-
ner in which he mentions these errors ver. 3, seq., he does not betray-

in the least degree, that he derives them from this Gnostico-dualistic

view
; nay, the separation of clean and unclean had a direct point

of connexion with the Old Testament laws regarding meats. And
if we look to the nature of the thing itself, we may with reason

maintain that nothing was more likely than that the false spiritual-

ism which made ethical perfection to consist in abstinence from

outward things, should reckon marriage among these things, and

that too without its being derived from any Gnostic view of the

world, or aversion to the creation. Where would a misunderstand-

ing of the Christian view of the opposition between flesh and spirit

more naturally betray itself than in the ideas concerning marriage ?

And how plausible a ground has the prohibition of marriage to rest

upon in the words of our Lord himself (Matth. xix. 10, seq.), and

such expressions of the apostle as we find repeated in 1 Cor. vii. ?

Think, for example, of an Origen !

And did appearances of the kind described in our passage, even

apart from what we read in the Pastoral Epistles, lie so far out of

the apostle's sphere of vision as to make his words unintelligible

when applied to his own time, and to necessitate our supposing that

a contemporary of Marcion was the author ? We have certainly not

the common Judaistic opponents of the apostle before us in this

passage ;
but neither are the heretics of the Epistle to the Colos-

sians, with their philosophy and their asceticism, the common Ju-

daists, although they stand more nearly related to them than do

those in our passage. These Colossian heretics afford a striking

parallel to the ascetic tendency described in our epistles (comp. es-

pecially Col. ii. 16, seq., and Steiger on the passage). And have

we not in the Essenes, and Therapeutae, as also in the Ebionites,

kindred examples of an asceticism connecting itself with the Old

Testament, but extending far beyond its prohibitions of meats, just
as we have already found to be the case in regard to the error com-

bated in these epistles ? Nor could Baur object, even though a

Gnostic view of the world could be shewn to belong to the heretics

here described, when he himself frankly acknowledges that such a

view prevailed among the Jewish Christians at Rome. With re-

gard to the other feature, namely, theforbidding to marry, we may
reasonably refer, in order to prove in a general way that this error

was not so remote from the apostolic period (for it does not appear
from the Pastoral Epistles to have as yet assumed a decided form)
to chap. vii. of the first Epistle to the Corinthians, which, especially
in the beginning, and then in vers. 28 and 36, shews plainly that

the apostle is refuting spiritualistic doubts regarding marriage.
VOL. VI. 7
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Still more to our purpose, however, is it, to refer likewise to those

sects in whom this error appeared in connexion with Jewish perver-

sities to the Essenes and Tberaputae, of whose contempt of mar-

riage we have accounts in Philo II. 633 ;
Jos. Antt. 18, 1, 5

;
Bell.

Ju-d. 2, 8, 2. Additional literary notices, both with respect to the

abstainingfrom meats, and theforbidding to marry, will be found

in Bottger, a. a. 0., p. 146, seq.

In opposition to this false asceticism, which the apostle sees from

the tokens of the present to be coming, he goes on to say : ivliich

God hath created, etc. We are here to mark the close connexion

of these words, which are evidently the apostle's own, with the pre-

ceding. As the characteristic features of the heretics, ver. 2, are

entirely founded on those mentioned elsewhere in the Pastoral

Epistles as belonging to the seducers already existing, and are

these in a more aggravated form, so in the manner in which the

words before us are connected with the preceding, we may perceive

that the apostle is not quoting the words of a prophecy uttered by

another, but has himself sketched the characteristics of the future

heretics on the ground plan afforded by that general prediction

(comp. on ver. 1). That which the apostle here places in opposi-
tion to them, is not a reference to the inferior position of Judaism,
nor is it the refutation of a Gnostico-dualistic view of the world,
such as we should expect from an anti-Gnostic writer of the second

century (comp. the General Introduction, 3); but it is a reference

to the design of the creation, which can be fulfilled only by a

thankful enjoyment of the meats which God hath created.
" Which

God hath created to be enjoyed with thanksgiving by believers, and
such as have known the truth." The end for which meats exist

then is, according to the apostle, to be enjoyed ;
this enjoyment,

however, supposing it to be in other respects the true enjoyment,
has a condition attached to it in .the with thanksgiving. The words,
to be enjoyed with thanksgiuing, stand opposed to the error im-

plied in abstaining from meats. This true enjoyment by which
the design of the Creator is fulfilled can be experienced only by be-

Hevers and (epexegetically) those who have known the truth. These
words involve an opposition of a twofold kind, namely, in the first

place, to the inferior position of Judaism, which has not yet pene-
trated to the full knowledge of the truth (Acts x. 10, seq.), which,

however, as the context shews, is not what is here referred to and
in the second place, to the transcendental position of the heretics,
who make the superiority of their knowledge and their higher moral

perfection to consist in abstinence from meats, which is what the

apostle here refers to. That the apostle intends not to deny that

meats were created for all men, is self-evident
; here, however, he

shews only who they are in whom the design of the creation is



FIRST TIMOTHY IV. 1. 99

really fulfilled.' On fierd^ipig (only here), com p. the use of

XafiQdveiv. Acts ii. 46, xxvii. 33
;
on t-ney., what is said at Phil. i. 9

on KTTL-yvuaig. ToT? mvTolg is simply the dative of destination.

Ver. 4. The words, to be received with thanksgiving, are now,
in vers. 4 and 5, farther confirmed. It is not, however, the natural

cleanness of the meats as what God hath created, to which the

apostle here attaches importance ;
he rather represents the being

good, as dependent on the being received with thankfulness. What
the apostle here maintains, in confirmation of the preceding, is the

perfectly equal fitness and lawfulness of every creature of God in

respect of enjoyment, under the condition of thanksgiving in the

enjoyment ; for (ver. 5), it is sanctified through the word of God
and prayer. In regard to the Old Testament, it is the same truth

which is here recognized as that which was disclosed to Peter

through the vision, Acts x. 1116
;
but it does not stand here in

definite opposition to the Old Testament. Nor does it need any

proof for it is universally admitted that the apostle would oppose
this Judaism in a different manner

;
not to speak of theforbidding

to marry, in connexion with abstainingfrom meats, ver. 3, a feature

which does not admit of being associated with the common phari-

saical Judaism. But we have already hinted how little vers. 4 and

5 are suited to refute the Gnostic dislike to the creation. How
should nothing more have been said in this case, than that no.t in

the abstinence from, but in the thankful enjoyment of meats, is the

purpose of the Creator fulfilled, seeing that the point in dispute
must have been, whether God is the Creator ? It would, at least,

have been something to the purpose if he had even said, what he

says at 1 Cor. x. 26, the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.

Such a sentiment would have had far more of an anti-Gnostic cast

than the every creature is good in our passage, with the condition

which is attached to it, if it be received with thanksgiving, and the

for it is sanctified, etc. What is there in these expressions more

anti-Gnostic than in the words, nothing is unclean of itself, etc.,

Bom. xiv. 14, or all things are pure, Rom. xiv. 20 ? And what op-

position to the Gnostic dualism is implied in making the good to be

dependent on the thanksgiving ? Finally, Dr. Baur's critical no-

tices, drawn from the period of the Gnosis, p. 24, seq., serve well

the purpose of letting us see the later form of these errors. The

apostle has still to justify his assertion that meats are intended to

be enjoyed with thanksgiving. He does this in the verse before UB,

by placing in opposition to the arbitrary distinctions made by the

heretics in meats, the maxim that every creature is good, and not

to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving. He does not say

naOapov, as at Rom. xiv. 20, or KOLVOV, as xiv. 14
;
for he here speaks

in opposition to the opinion of the heretics, who, in regard to the
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enjoyment of the things in question, maintain that they are ov

dTro/BA-T/Tov. He. however, limits his own assertion by the condi-

tional clause, if it be received with thanksgiving, which is confirma-

tory of the with thanksgiving in the preceding verse. This clause

is therefore to be closely connected with the preceding good, and

nothing to be refused. It is not two different things that are here

adduced the natural purity and the receiving with thanksgiving

but the first under the condition of the second. On Kria/M (comp.

Jam. i. 18), for which Schleierraacher will have Kriaig, according to

the Pauline usage, Planck has already remarked, that Paul uses

dfaikiina at Rom. iv. 4, and txjxthri everywhere else, Rom. xiii. 7
;

1 Cor. vii. 3
; nepiaoevfta at 2 Cor. viii. 14, but generally Trepiooeia,

Rom. v. 17
;
2 Cor. viii. 2, x. 15

; Tro/m at 1 Cor. x. 4, usually -601$,

Rom. xiv. 17 ;
Col. ii. 16

; TTPOOKOTTIJ at 2 Cor. vi. 3, usually Kpoo-

Koupa, Rom. ix. 32, 33, xiv. 13-20
;
1 Cor. viii. 9, etc. Schleierma-

cher's objection to a-noftXrjro^ is obviated by what has already been

remarked in regard to this word. It may, moreover, be said in reply

to it, with Planck, that icotv^, which Schleiermacher would have ex-

pected from the apostle if he had been the author, occurs only once

in this sense, Rom. xiv. 14, and dtcdOaprog, which Schleiermacher also

adduces, not at all. On Aa/u/3av6/ievov, comp. John xix. 30
;
Acts ix.

19
;
Mark xv. 23. On resolving the participle by

"
if," as at iii. 10,

vi. 8, comp. Winer's Gr., 45, 2, p. 307.

Vcr. 5. That the apostle did not intend in the words, if it be

received with thanksgiving, to express a merely accessary idea, and

that we are not, as many expositors do, to take the sentence, every
creature of God is good by itself, as that which the apostle places
in opposition to the heretics, and expressive of the natural purity
of the creature as opposed to the assertion of the malignancy of

matter, is evident from ver. 5, in which we are told that the creature

becomes good precisely in consequence of the thanksgiving.
" For

it is sanctified (every creature) by the word of God and prayer.*' /

sanctified, says the apostle. Does he in this expression teach, that

there is a natural impurity in the creature which must be removed

by the word of God and prayer ? That would be in manifest con-

tradiction to what he declares to be his conviction in Rom. xiv. 14,

/ know and am persuaded . . . that there is nothing unclean of it-

self ; but to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it is

unclean. But the apostle says nothing inconsistent with this in our

passage. And this is the place where we must meet the question-
why does the apostle, in the whole of this passage, lay such em-

phasis on the with thanksgiving, or more definitely still, as we find

the question already set before us in ver. 5, what meaning are we to

attach to this expression, dytd<-ai ? Let us look, first at the means

through which this dy. is effected, namely, through the word and
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prayer. The context, according to which the whole sentence, ver.

5, stands as an analytic confirmation of ver. 4 (yap), compels us to

take by the word, etc., as explanatory of with thanksgiving, ver. 4.

For, that everything is good and not to be rejected, if it is enjoyed
with thanksgiving, can only be confirmed by shewing, how the with

thanksgiving brings along with it the being good. This relation of

ver. 5 to ver. 4 is still further confirmed by this namely, that

dytd&rai, like the present Xa^avofievov in the preceding verse, is

evidently to be understood in reference to every time when meats

are enjoyed ;
for this is the very thing to be proved, namely, that

meats are then good when they are enjoyed with thanksgiving. Al-

though even apart from this connexion the present tense in

dyid&rai is sufficient of itself to forbid our interpreting it of a sanc-

tification of the creature for enjoyment once for all
; and, in like

manner, h'-ev&us can certainly mean only ever-repeated prayer.

What then are we to understand by the dia Xoyov deov, which is con-

nected with IvTev&ug, and depends with it on one and the same

preposition, which is not repeated ? If we explain it of the saying
uttered once for all recorded in Gen. i. 29, ix. 4, as Mack does and

similarly Matthies only without this definite allusion then the con-

firmatory relation to ver. 4 is destroyed, for this would clearly leave

unexplained, why in the enjoyment anything should depend on

thanksgiving. It would also deprive ver. 4 of its meaning, which

ver. 5 is intended to explain ;
for then, instead of being received

with thanksgiving, something else would be introduced as deter-

mining the being good; it contradicts, in fine, the present tense in

dy., and the union of things so diverse under the preposition did.*

The same difficulties meet the interpretation which explains A6yo$-

6eov of the Christian doctrine in general. For is not the Old Tes-

tament with its commandments about meats also Adyof dsov ? A
more definite appellation then should have been found for the

Christian doctrine. And according to this interpretation dyid&odcu
must be understood either very indefinitely, or in a double sense, on

the one hand, in reference to the word of God, on the other, in re-

ference to prayer; nor does it correspond to the present tense in

dy., which, in reference to prayer, must be regarded as expressing
what actually takes place, and is repeated on every enjoyment.
Least of all, however, as in the former instances, and in precisely the

same way, will this interpretation correspond to the connexion with

the preceding. Either must every creature is good be taken by it-

self as expressive of the natural purity of every creature of Grod,

and if it be received, etc., only as an accessary limitation and then

* The view can of course find no acceptance which refers Aoyof Qeov to the crea-

tive word, Gen. i. 1, as the subject spoken of is the sandification of what is already
created.
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the KaUv would need no further confirmation through dym'^mu, for

it is already pure ;
nor would if it be received, etc., obtain any such

confirmation in ver. 5, for by the word would then refer to something

quite different. Or again and this alone is the right way we

must regard, if it be received with thanksgiving, as the condition on

which the naUv depends, in which case the Adyo? 6eov can be nothing

substantially different from the thanksgiving. This has also been

rightly understood by De Wette, and therefore, in contradiction to his

own interpretation of the preceding, according to which, the apostle,

in opposition to the doctrine of the malignancy of matter, asserts its

purity, he has understood the words of ver. 5, not of the objective

ground of this purity, but of a permanent sanctification of the

creature through prayer, which presents certainly a strange succes-

sion of ideas. For, in opposition to the Gnostic malignity of mat-

ter, the creature is first of all called good (" good or pure," p. 90,

etc). Then again, it is immediately said to be not pure, in opposi-

tion to the Gnostic malignancy of matter for the purity (" in con-

trast with the malignancy of matter maintained by the Gnostics,"

De Wette), is connected with the condition of the creature being

received with thankgiving. The writer then must himself have

been half a Gnostic. If the thanksgiving was wanting, then mat-

ter remained malignant, but when this was present, then "
all im-

purity was removed," as ver. 5 is held to teach. For such absurdities,

the pseudo-apostle must submit to be characterized as one " who did

not rise to the abstraction," that "every thing is pure also without

this condition." The real state of the case is, that the expositor

lands himself in these absurdities, by supposing that the writer is

here combating the doctrine of the Gnostic malignancy of matter,
when he has not this in his mind at all

;
for if he had, he would

make no such conditions as is expressed in, if it be received ivith

thankfulness, nor would he have said, it is sanctified by the word of
God and prayer, but would have expressed himself in quite a dif-

ferent manner. But De Wette is quite right in declaring that Aoyof
6eov stands in a confirmatory relation to the preceding, if it be re-

ceived with thankfulness, and maintains that it can only signify the

word of God expressed in prayer, whether the writer regarded prayer
as consisting in words from the Scriptures, or regarded the suppliants
as filled with the Spirit and thereby as organs of the Divine word,
in favour of which latter, reference might be made with Bretschnei-

der to Sir. xlviii. 2
;
1 Kings xvii. 1. The latter is, however, not

the correct view (for although the word which a prophet speaks as

commissioned of God is so named, it is no proof in the case before

us); but the former only we must guard against a too outward ap-

prehension of prayer as consisting in a Aoyof Oeov. All prayer as-

suredly grows out of God's word, and substantially consists in it,
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even although it should not be composed precisely of Scripture

words, or consist of a Psalm, which, for example, would not be the

case in the ancient prayer at meat, Constitt. ap. vii. 49 (in Hey-

denreich). The simplest interpretation of Adyc 6eov is indeed that

given by Wahl, Leo, and others = oratio ad Deum facta. But it is

grammatically inadmissible, for dydnr], or Qodog rov 6eov
}
are exam-

ples of quite a different kind.* Keu ivrev&ug the apostle adds. He
does not repeat the preposition, which he must have done if Adyo? OROV

denoted a reason quite different from prayer, and consisting in a

Divine utterance or a Divine ordination (comp. Winer's Gr.,

50, 7, p. 373). It is therefore also on this ground more correct to

take Adyof and KVTEV^ as one principal idea. On KVTEV^ properly

aditus, comp. 1 Tim. ii. 1
;

it signifies not a species of prayer de-

fined according to its import, but prayer as a coming near to God,
whether in the form of thanksgiving or of supplication. The prin-

cipal idea then expressed by thanksgiving is separated into the two

elements of the word of God, and prayer, and this analysis, if it is

to be of any use, must be intended to make more apparent the sanc-

tifying efficacy of the thanksgiving. Now it is plain that Adyof deov

is a designation of prayer according to its general import (the spe-

cific form of thanksgiving does not come into notice here) in its ob-

jective aspect, while KVTEV^K; points to the subjective side, namely,
that it is a coming near to God. As then the relation of prayer to

God, in its contents as well as in its form, is here indicated, so also

that for which prayer is made, or as here specially, that for which

thanksgiving is made, is regarded in this relation, and this relation

in which it is thus placed through prayer is that which the apostle
here describes as having a sanctifying influence, and as consecrating
for enjoyment. The opposite of such a separation and consecration

is certainly not a Gnostic malignancy of matter, nay, not even such

a natural uncleanness of the thing to be enjoyed as would make it

unclean in itself (against which Rom. xiv. 14
;
1 Cor. x. 26

;
Matth.

xv. 11), as this dyid&adai applies not merely to what is unclean in

the Old Testament point of view, but to every creature. It is rather

opposed to that view which regards every creature as unholy and

profane, on account of its being a part of the Krioig which is bur-

dened with a curse, which is subject to vanity and the bondage of

corruption (Bom. viii. 19, seq). It is profane, and needs sanctifica-

tion in so far as it is opposed to the life from above, the new life of

the Spirit in which the Christian stands. And this purification it

receives for enjoyment, through the sactifying relation of prayer to

God which is uttered over it. The corruptible does not indeed

thereby become incorruptible (Matth. xv. 17), just as the body of

death, though it be sanctified through the new life of the Spirit,

* Huther also agrees with the interpretation here given. Commentar. z. N. T., V. 1.
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does not thereby become a body of immortality; but it is brought

out of its naturally alien position with reference to that which is of

the Spirit, into its true relation to the new life. For an analogy to

that which the apostle has here in his mind, we have but to look to

the holy sacrament of the supper, in which the thanksgiving prayer

clearly implies such a sanotification as we have here. The apostle,

however, will have a sanctification not merely in the use of the

creature connected with this ordinance, but in every use of it. Comp.
1 Cor. x. 31

;
Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye

do, do all to the glory of God. And again, ver. 30 : why am I evil

spoken of for thatfor which I give thanks ? Thus, by a mure

minute investigation of the words of our passage, we are led quite

away from the allusion to a dualistic view of the world peculiar to

Gnosticism. What we have here is substantially the same as what

the apostle expresses in Tit. i. 15 by the words to the pure all

things are pure, but to the defiled and the unbelieving nothing is

pure; and our passage only shews in addition, how in the case of

the Christian, external things = meats, are, through his thanks-

giving, received into the sanctifying relation to God in which he

stands
;
so that the sanctifying influence of his inner life extends to

outward things, while in the case of those others who boast of their

faith and wisdom, the external world is, and remains, the mirror of

their inward impurity. <
The apostle does not enter on a special re-

futation of the forbidding to marry. What he has said as to the

misapprehension of the design of the creation in reference to meats

may easily be applied also to this error
;
and then this error be-

longed to a period more remote from the present, as we find it

noticed nowhere else in the epistles.

Ver. 6. The mention of the prophecy of a future falling away
forms the basis of the following admonitions to Timothy. That the

future and the present are here mixed up with each other in a very

unsatisfactory way, as Schleiermacher maintains, is without founda-
tion

;
for vers. 1-5 refer quite as clearly to the future as ver. 6, seq.

do to the present. The description of that which threatens the
future is designed to let Timothy know what it is necessary he
should do in the present, and because the future was in its begin-
nings already present, and was future only in its more aggravated
form, it is easily understood, why the truth which stands opposed to

the future error in its full development, should have prominence
given to it already in the present. What is there more unpauline
in the transition here than in the similar one at 2 Tim. iii. 5 ? Or
more unsatisfactory than 1 John iv. 3, ii. 18 ? Tavra rolg ddetyoZg

vTroTiOKfj.evos,etc. Commentators differ in opinion as to the reference
of ravra. From the expression VTTOTlO^n-o^ (to put anything under
the foot or into the hand of another, then to advise, admonish, also
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to instruct generally, comp. Passow
;
in the New Testament only

here
; comp., however, Rom. xvi. 4), so much only can be deter-

mined, that it cannot refer to anything already known, consequently
not to ver. 16, confessedly great is the mystery, etc., as Heinrichs

thinks, who arbitrarily makes iv. 1-5 to be parenthetical. But
neither can ravra refer to iii. 16

;
iv. 5 ;

or to iv. 1-5, not so much
because iv. 1, seq., does not stand in direct opposition to iii. 16, as

De Wette has observed with respect to the former, comp. above
;

but rather on account of the clause that follows, namely, thou shalt

be a good servant, etc., and on account of the connexion as traced

above, according to which the mention and description of the future

falling away is the basis of the admonitions which follow. The

threatening danger lays on Timothy, as a good servant, the charge
of making a vigorous resistance; this, however, cannot consist merely
in the communication of the fact that such a falling away threatens

to come, but in holding forth the truth which is opposed to those

errors, as the apostle has correctly expressed it in vers. 4 and 5.

This must appear still more on considering the following words,
nourished up, etc., and those of ver. 7 (cornp. below).* Schleier-

macher has also seen it to be most natural to refer ravra to vers. 4
and 5

; only, he thinks that there was no need of mentioning the

future falling away as the foundation of the instruction, vers. 4 and

5, inasmuch as it was already opposed to the errors then existing.
As if it must not have been the strongest inducement to Timothy
to resist the already existing beginnings of evil with all the power
of the truth, to show him the danger that was to grow out of these

beginnings !

" If thou lay these things before the brethren, thou

shalt be a good servant of Jesus Christ, who is nourished up in the

words of faith and of the good doctrine to which thou hast attained."

g, in its general signification, as 2 Cor. iii. 6, vi. 4, etc. 'Ev-

(comp. Winer's Gr., 45, 5) is not put for the perfect,
but is properly the present, and "shews that the words, etc., are to

be a permanent means of nourishment and culture to Timothy."

Comp. ver. 12, and 2 Tim. iii. 15. The expression occurs only here.

Timothy would not shew himself to be such a servant, etc., by re-

peating the prophecy which has just been mentioned by the apostle,
but by counteracting the danger through the word of truth. And
of the good doctrine the apostle adds epexegetically, as the more

special designation of the Christian doctrine in opposition to that

error which, in respect to its contents, is characterized by the ex-

* So already Schleiermacher, p. 204 :
" If it (ravra) refers to 1-3, then you can un-

derstand by the words ravra vir. nothing else than '
ifthou dost diligently urge the warn-

ing against the future apostacy,' thou shalt be a good servant, etc., which indeed is aa

jejune as can be, and with which the following words (evr/ae^.) in particular do not at all

agree."
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pressions, fables, genealogies, and commandments of men, and which

Timothy is charged to counteract ; similarly elsewhere the sound

doctrine, comp. on Tit. i. 9
;

ii. 1
;

1 Tim. i. 10, vi. 3. Even the

words, to which thou hast attained, involve an admonition. Timothy
is to remain faithful to that to which he has attained. UapanoX.

comp. with 2 Tim. iii. 10, used nowhere else by the apostle. Schleier-

macher, in support of his critical views, wishes us not to forget to

place 2 Tim. iii. 10, 14, beside ver. 6, which passages we can com-

pare without seeing anything to stumble at
;
in like manner also

2 Tim. ii. 15, 16.

yer> 7. The mention of the aA. did. reminds the apostle of that

(laraioXoyia which is opposed to it, and he is led by the antithetical

reference to what he has just been saying, to speak directly of it in

ver. 7. If Timothy is to effect anything in his opposition to the

present errors, he must himself remain free from their infection, and

there follows accordingly a pointed reference to those errors of the

present, in their two-fold form of a false theoretical and a false prac-

tical tendency. In opposition to the words of the good doctrine,

the apostle first of all places the profane and old ivives'fables with

which he is to have nothing to do. I do not comprehend how De
Wette could say, it is perhaps the theosophic systems called just

before doctrines of devils that are here meant. Was it then neces-

sary that Timothy should be warned against these doctrines, which

are described as future, and as running directly counter to the truth?

And do not the fables here clearly point to the fables named in i. 4,

as belonging to the present (comp. with Tit. i. 14), and which are

nowhere else characterized as strictly a heresy? The difference of

designation here tends, De Wette thinks, to mislead the reader, but

in this he acknowledges the incorrectness of his own interpretation.

How simple and clear, on the contrary, does the passage become,
when thefables (together with the genealogies and commandments

of men) are viewed in the manner we have done, as appearances of

the present which have a harmless look, but which might possibly
lead to a falling away, and which will in the future increase to an

open hostility to the truth. On fj-vOoi see on Tit, i. 14, and above

at i. 4. These Jewish fables are here styled profane and old wives'.

On the first epithet comp. i. 9
;
besides vi. 20

;
2 Tim. ii. 16. The

word occurs elsewhere only at Heb. xii. 16. If these fables (cornp.
i. 4, etc.), bore no moral fruit, had nothing to do with the real sub-

ject-matter of faith, and did not promote true piety, we can easily
understand why this epithet,

"
profane, unholy," should be applied

to them. And it is difficult to see why they may not have been, at

the same time, silly and anile. Comp. Planck against Schleier-

macher. Dr. Baur has explained ypaufyg p. to mean a myth which
treats of an old matron the Sophia Achamoth which, apart from
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other considerations, contradicts the derivation of the word from

eMof, comp. e. g., 6eoetdr^. And how unsuitable an epithet beside

that of profane would be that which characterized these fables as

treating of an old woman. Would there be in this any reason for

warning Timothy against them ? And then this epithet would only

apply to a certain definite myth, while those myths in general, as

they arc said to be profane, could not be also characterized as ypao)-

deig. Enough, however, has already been said to shew, that it is not

the myths of the gnosis in the second century that are here meant.

The genealogies and commandments are not specially mentioned

here
;
these things are all connected with each other

; hence, else-

where, even when it is intended to give a connected view of them,
sometimes one and sometimes another is passed over in the enumer-

ation (comp. Tit. i. 14 with iii. 9). On Trapairov = to forbid one's

self, comp. at Tit. iii. 10. But Timothy is also warned against
another danger which is closely connected with the one just men-
tioned

;
as the being taken up with fables leads away from the true

objects of knowledge, so also, and at the same time, from godliness;

comp. i. 4, seq. ; Tit. i. 1, 2
;

ii. 1, etc. Nay, these pursuits add
to the claim of a higher wisdom, that of a higher morality, on the

ground of a false relation to the law, Tit. i. 14, iii. 9
;
1 Tim. i. 6,

seq. In opposition then to being occupied with the fables, Timothy
is also especially warned against this false practical tendency of an
ascetic nature : but exercise thyself unto godliness. We have only
to compare i. 4, 5, in order fully to understand this new admonition.

We have the same transition only in the reverse order also in 2 Tim.

ii. 22, 23. The expression yvpvd&iv (comp. Heb. v. 14, xii. 11
;

2 Pet. ii. 14 = exercise thyself unto, in behalf of godliness) is oc-

casioned by the antithetical allusion to these errors, comp. ver. 8.

Others (Losner) think that the apostle has been led by the expres-
sion IvrptyeoOai to the mif

taphor taken from the gymnasium, as we
read in Euripides Phoen. V. 397, yvpvaaiois KVTpatyfjvat. But Kvrpty.
does not necessarily lead to this metaphor, and besides it is removed
further back by the irapairov to which yv^v. forms the immediate
antithesis. For the understanding of evoefeia De Wette refers us

to vi. 11, 12
;
2 Tim. ii. 22. Comp. also 1 T.im. i. 4, 5.

Ver. 8. The exhortation to godliness, which has its seat prin-

cipally in the heart, but from this as its centre extends to the whole
life of the man, is now in ver. 8 confirmed by the negative statement
which the apostle had already in his eye when he wrote yv^v. ver. 7.

Opposed to that godliness which has its' root in the heart, and from
thence diffuses a sanctifying influence over what is without, is the

asceticism which aims at reaching the inward man through what is

outward, or, in its most degenerate form, abides merely by what is

outward. This is evidently the light in which the apostle views the
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opposition between evat-Qeia and o^aTiKfj yvfivaaia. He has not

here, however, in his mind that extremely degenerate form of ascet-

icism which he has described in ver. 3, but the appearances of the

present ; for, only with respect to these, could Timothy be warned,

who, as we learn elsewhere, was not without a leaning to them

(comp. v. 23). 'H yap ounaTiKfj yvpvaota he says quite generally,

therefore not naming special errors. The words ?rpd? faifov Karlv

dxp&ifiog = is profitable unto little (the opposite of npbg iravra) is

the opinion which he pronounces upon this tendency as a whole, as

opposed to the exercise unto godliness which has its seat in the in-

ner man. If we keep in view that the apostle in the expression

aufi. yvpv. aims at denoting the substantial nature of this tendency,

the fundamental idea of all asceticism, though it is occasioned by
actual occurrences on account of which Timothy is warned, we shall

then not be surprised with De Wette and others, to find him ascrib-

ing a certain profit to this exercise, because, as De Wette adds, it

belongs to the doctrines of devils, ver. 1, on which objection we do

not need to say anything farther. How could the apostle have en-

tirely rejected a^iiarmri yvfiv. to which fasting, refraining from mar-

riage or from conjugal intercourse for a season, 1 Cor. vii. 5, etc.,

belong ? But it is likewise easy to be accounted for that the apostle

generally, and here in an especial manner, while he has the abuse

of it in his eye, restricts the advantage of this bodily exercise to an

6Xiyov in comparison with the exercise- of godliness, which is directed

to faith, love, etc. Secondly, De Wette and others stumble at the

contrast here made between evoepeia and oufiar. yvftv. and their re-

spective results. The small profit which attends bodily exercise

must, it is said, be also of a moral kind, and therefore belong to

godliness. How can this then be placed in opposition to the other?

Only the TTvevfj-aTiKrj yvpv. can be rightly opposed to the aM/iaTinf)

yvfiv. But Kvatj3eia}
which can be viewecfronly as something inter-

nal, forms an apt antithesis to an exercise which refers to what is

external, to the o&na. Regard is not to be had here to the good
effects which may possibly flow from bodily exercise, and which be-

long to the sphere of godliness, but to the specific fundamental idea

of ascetism as expressed by aw/i. yvpv. in its opposition to that heart-

piety which sanctifies the life. But godliness is profitable unto all

things, continues the apostle ; by this contrast the sense of tvatfteia

here is determined as signifying what is internal, which also the

word in itself implies. The words unto all things are explained and

amplified in the following having the promise of life, the present
and the future. Godliness, therefore, comprehends also the small

advantage to be derived from bodily exercise, as it is profitable unto

all things. Zlavra is not with Bengel, to be understood as meaning
omnia in corpore et anima : for npbq faiyov cannot be understood of



FIRST TIMOTHY IV. 8. 109

"bodily advantage, inasmuch as ascetism has no regard to such an

advantage, but to moral perfection. Calvin well : Qui pietatem
habet isti nihil deest, etiamsi careat istis adminiculis. There is

therefore no ground for maintaining, with De Wette, that " at all

events, the writer has thought and written indistinctly." The view

of many of the ancient expositors, as Chrysostom and Theophylact,
who, out of respect for asceticism, understood the aia\i. yvpv. of bodily

gymnastic exercises, and with whom, in more recent times, Mack
and De Wette have coincided, which makes only a verbal connexion

in the thought, as such a species of exercise in reference to Timothy
could not be conceived of this view is refuted as a mere make-shift,

by the very difficulty of connecting with it an intelligible interpre-

tation.* The objection of Sohleiermacher, that if Paul were the

author, we should have a more full description of the exercise unto

godliness, is obviated by the remarks in the Gen. Introd., 4. He
who reads the epistle consecutively can, moreover, be in no doubt as

to what the apostle means. Zw% rfjg vvv nai r^g (j,ekhovar)g explains
the rrpof ndvra w0eA. The genitive denotes the import of the promise,

comp. 2 Tim. i. 1
;
1 John ii. 25. This life promised to godliness

is separated into the two parts 77
vvv nal

f\ ^iXXovaa. On the article

comp. Winer's G-r., 18, 7. This construction, which, by the repe-

tition of the article before jueAA., represents the two parts as inde-

pendent as also the allusion to npbg ndvra shews that it was not

the apostle's intention to say : godliness has the promise of the life

which is a present, and at the same time a future life (= Tijg /cat

vvv nal
jUt'AAcwtTT/f) ;

in which case rj
vvv

a>/? would itself signify "the

true life of godliness" (Matthies), or
" the true life of blessedness"

(Mack), while far} ?/
vvv

}
as De Wette has already observed in op-

position to these, is evidently intended to represent the reward or

fruit of godliness. Thus WT) 77
vvv can only be (comp. 1 Cor. xv. 19)

the present life in contradistinction to the i\ /ieAA,., that which follows

it. With the #% TT)? vvv are then to be associated such promises

as we find in Deut. iv. 40, v. 33
;
Matth. vi. 33, xix. 29

;
Mark x.

29 (comp. also Eph. vi. 2, seq.) It does not exhaust the import of

the expression, as De Wette observes, to explain it merely of bona

et commoda hujus vitae, as the proper rendering of the genitive

shews (comp. above) ;
it is rather to be understood of a long and

happy lite, as Eph. vi. 2, seq. The sentiment receives its necessary

limitation through the following ital r.
ju.,

as also through the point

of view from which the Christian regards life as a whole. Harless

aptly observes on the passage in Ephesiaus :

" Thus then the Chris-

tian knows that the cross is his first good, the earthly blessing which

* Huther also adheres to this interpretation ;

" the apostle sets in opposition to the

yv/ivu&iv which he enjoins upon Timothy the yvfivu&iv which was practised with much

earnestness among the Greeks, although it profited but little." It is, however, of Timothy

not of the Greeks, that the writer of the epistle is here speaking (yap).
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God gives him in any measure, the second good in which, he is to

rejoice ;
or if he knows not this, then he must consider every earthly

joy as a curse, which hinders him from participating in his best

good."*
Ver. 9. This assertion with regard to godliness, by which the

admonition to Timothy to exercise himself therein is confirmed, is

now itself corroborated in the words : it is a faithful saying, and

worthy of all acceptation, comp. i. 15. The emphatical form in

which this sentence is expressed, is explained by the prediction, ver.

3, seq., which forms the basis of the admonition, ver. 6, seq. ;
this

is the true antidote to those ascetic errors.

Ver. 10. This certainty the apostle further confirms by remind-

ing Timothy of the fact, that they are borne up by it amid all their

labour and suffering. For what else is the sense of the verse do

we endure labour and reproach, than on account of this hope? And
the more laborious and reproachful this apostolic calling is, the more

strongly does it confirm this hope ;
as Baumgarten well observes. I

prefer to take d<; rovro as having reference to the following on, not

as pointing back to the promise made with respect to godliness in

ver. 8
;

in which latter case, the life which is to come is generally
taken by itself, as the life which now is would not agree very well

with we labour, and suffer reproach. The sentence appears to me
thus to contain a more strict confirmation of the mnrb$ 6 A6yo$\ Ac-

cordingly, ei$ rovro is = " from regard to this that," not = "
for

this" (namely, for the promise). Kal KOTTI&ILEV teal 6vct.6i^6fie9a not

KOTutinev without icai,
and K.OL dyuvi^6/j^6a}

the former of which is

preferred by Tischendorf, though the latter reading has also weighty
authorities in its favour (comp. in Tischendorf). 'Oveidi6[ieda, as

passive, might seem strange in the connexion in which it here stands.

It is a concise expression of the idea = we suffer it that we are re-

proached. Korrmcj denotes the laborious work of the apostolic call-

ing, a word frequently used by the apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 10
;
Gal. iv.

11
;

Phil. ii. 16, etc. The perfect tense in j\faiiK.a\iKv (comp. 1. Cor.

xv. 19
;
2 Cor. i. 10),

" because we have set our hope," represents
the hope in which their laborious calling rests, as the enduring re-

sult of the act of mind denoted by r)^TTtKa^sv. The expression 0edf

c3v does not indeed signify : the God who bestows that life men-
tioned in ver. 8

;
it doubtless, however, contains a retrospective ref-

erence to the promise of life, ver. 8. 'ETTI as at Rom. xv. 12. The

accessary clause, who is the Saviour, etc., is expressed not from the

point of view occupied by every Christian, but from that of those

whoso hope is to them an impelling motive to take labour and shamo

* Huther differently: "For the present and future life." The idea would then be

simple ;
but the question is, whether, contrary to common usage, the fu^ can here signify

anything else than the object
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upon themselves in order that they may lead as many as possible to

this salvation ; this indeed is indicated by the words, we both labour,

etc.* Schleiermacher has stumbled at the words all men, because,

according to Paul, only those ivho believe can be saved unto life

everlasting. But God is here, as elsewhere, called Saviour, because

he has provided salvation for all (comp. i. 15, ii. 4), and has opened
to them the possibility of everlasting life. Chiefly of them that be-

lieve it is further said, inasmuch as only in them is the purpose

accomplished ;
with which Gal. vi. 10, especially to them who are of

the household offaith, is to be compared, as Baumgarten observes.

De Wette thinks the word pa^iora not quite suitable but what
other word should have been used ?

Ver. 11. That which the apostle has held up before Timothy as

a certain truth, first of all, for his own individual reflection, is to be

enjoined by Timothy upon others, and taught to them, (comp. on

irapayy. i. 3).

Ver. 12. This last injunction leads the apostle again to a series

of admonitions, in which he reminds Timothy how he is rightly to

wait upon his calling as a teacher. Let no one despise thy youth

(comp. Tit. ii. 15), inasmuch as the fulfilment of the commission

which has already been mentioned depends upon this as a condition.

The exhortation is not addressed to the church ;f but, as the fol-

lowing a/Ua rvTTog yivov shews, to Timothy. He is by his conduct

to make himself to be respected in spite of his youth. Some have

stumbled at the veorrjg here mentioned (comp. 2 Tim. ii. 22). But
others have already shewn (comp., for example, Mack), that Tim-

othy, according to the account in Acts xvi. 1-3, was still young
when he joined himself to the apostle ;

that between this time and
the liberation from the Eoman imprisonment, eleven years intervene,
and therefore that Timothy might still be young ; chiefly, however,
that his position at that time must be taken into view

;
in relation

to the presbyters of the church (comp. v. 1, ug narepa) reference

might certainly be made with the utmost propriety to Timothy's

youth. When he, a man of perhaps thirty to thirty-six years of

age, ordained presbyters, iii. 1, seq. or exhorted presbyters of sixty

years, and even older, v. 1 or called them to account, v. 19, must
not his youth have presented a contrast, especially as it was the

custom to connect qualification for the government of the church

with age as its condition
;
unless his personal conduct procured for

him a respect which might have been denied to him on account of

his youth ? Gomp. besides, 1 Cor. xvi. 11. On the construction of

the words, p?detf aov r/fc vEOTTjrog Karatyp. comp. Winer's Gr., 30,

9, p. 182. We might take the one genitive as genitive of the thing,

* Huther, 5f tan, etc., for thus only can the hope of life be directed towards him.

f Huther : to the church.
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and the other as that of the person,
"
which, however, is not neces-

sary." The following words show how Timothy is to secure such a

respect for himself as may make his youth to be forgotten : but be

thou an example, etc. He is to present in his own person a pattern

of the believers, and that in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in

purity. On rvnog. } comp. Tit. ii. 7
;
Phil. iii. 17. Ao'yof, in contra-

distinction to the dvarpo(j)TJ}
is word, speech in general. Infaith and

in love denote the moral principles from which all right conduct

must proceed. As their result purity is denoted. 'Ayveaz, not spe-

cially "chastity," but purity generally, comp. 2 Cor. vi. 6, vii. 11,

etc. On the omission of the article with the nouns, comp. Winer's

Gr., 19, 1. 'Ev 7ri'r/m = in manifestation of the Spirit, is want-

ing in A.C.D.F.G. all. verss. pi. patt. Against Schkiermacher, who

explains the transition to the ^deig aov
} etc., as an imitation of Tit.

ii. 15, De Wette observes, that these and the following admonitions

have a tolerably natural connexion with what goes before, as already
from ver. 6 onwards, Timothy's conduct was spoken of.

Ver. 13. The apostle here urges him to the diligent exercise of

his calling itself. Till I come (comp. iii. 14, seq.), he writes, attend

to reading, exhortation, instruction. The practice of reading pub-

licly the holy scriptures of the Old Testament had been transferred

from the Jewish synagogue to the Christian assemblies
;

witli the

were connected (comp. the passages first adduced) the

and the dtdaanaMa. The former is the discourse

addressed to the feelings and will of the hearers, the latter, to their

understanding ;
both corresponding nearly to our sermon. Thus

does Justin also describe generally (Apol. I. 67, ed. Oberth, comp. in

Heydenreich, Mack) the Christian assemblies. It is impossible

definitely to say when the writings of the New Testament were

joined to this dvdyvuaig of the Old Testament. Their publication,
as we gather from 1 Thess. v. 27, Col. iv. 16, was effected by their

being read before the church
;
but the question is, at what period

this public reading became customary, for then only were they first

annexed to those of the Old Testament, as the continuation of the

canon. So much, at all events, we may suppose as certain, that the

apostle had here only the scriptures of the Old Testament in his

mind comp. on this point Thiersch. a. a. 0., p. 344, seq. It will

not do to understand napditXrjns of private admonition, as the apostle
could not intend to enjoin merely the dvdyvuaig on Timothy with

reference to the public assemblies, and as the -apdK/.r]aig dernon-

strably followed the dvd-yvuatg. We therefore refer the third mem-
ber also, the tiidaa/taMa, not to privata institutio. but likewise to

public worship ;
for in this the didaattaXia as distinct from the rrapo-

/cAT/a^, was certainly no less necessary. So also Olshauscn. On
the asyndeton, Winer's Gr., 60, 2, p. 475.



FIRST TIMOHY IY. 14. 113

Ver. 14. The foregoing positive exhortation is here again urged
in its negative form. Timothy is not to let the gift that dwells in

him what gift is shewn in ver. 13 lie unused. M?) dpehet Bengel
well : negligit qui non exercet. The word a^t-A,. also at Heb. ii. 3,

viii. 9
;
Matth. xxii. 5

;
2 Pet. i. 12. Xdpiapa Mack says with truth,

except at 1 Pet. iv. 10, is used only by Paul. Comp. on Rom. xii.

6, seq. ;
1 Cor. xii. 4, seq.* It denotes the gift of the divine Spirit,

that gift which qualifies him for the preaching of the gospel, for the

work of an evangelist (2 Tim. iv. 5), and which he had to make use

of at present in the service of a particular church. On the KV ooi
}

comp. 2 Tim. i. 6, where the gift is represented as a spark of the

Spirit lying within him, the kindling of which depends on the will

of him on whom the gift is bestowed. So here also the use of the

%dpiap,a is made to depend on the will of Timothy. "O edoOrj, etc.=
" which was given thee through prophecy with the laying on of the

hands of the presbytery." Ata npo^reiag cannot be rendered, as

Mack does, on the ground of i. 18,
" on account of prophecyings,"

for what meaning would there be in " on account of prophecyings
which were connected with the laying on of hands, was the gift im-

parted to him ?" The connexion of ^era emO. with did rather makes

it necessary, as the laying on of hands is to be conceived of as the

means (comp. 2 Tim. i. 6), to understand did = through, by means

of; and did npecr/3vrepoVj then, as De Wette also observes, denotes

the whole process through which the communication of the gift was

mediated. It does not sufficiently characterize the emdemg r&v %.,

etc., to understand did merely = under, in. On -n-po^r. comp. at

i. 18. With respect to the laying on of hands,"f comp. Acts xiii. 3,

where we read that hands were laid in prayer on the apostle Paul

and Barnabas, by the prophets and teachers at Antioch, in order to

separate them for the tvork to which they were called
;
Acts vi. 6,

where we read that, in like manner, hands were laid in prayer by
the apostles on the newly-elected deacons, in order to impart to

them the gift of the Spirit for their ministry. It is in every case an

appropriation of the gift of the Spirit in prayer through the instru-

mentality of others for a definite object, for a work which is under-

taken, or a service which is entered upon, whether this service be
marked out in a standing office or not. It cannot be directly proved
whether this laying on of hands took place in the case of presbyters,
but it is to be presumed a priori that it did, and passages such as

Acts xiv. 23, xx. 28, strongly countenance the supposition. Not so

closely connected with what we have here is that which we find in

Acts viii. 17, xix. 6, comp. with Heb. vi. 2
;
for in these passages

indeed it is a laying on of hands for the communication of the Spirit
* On the charismata in general, comp. Neander, a. a. 0. I., p. 232.

f Comp. Neander, a. a. 0. I. 267.
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that is spoken of, not, however, for a definite sphere of duty, or a

special calling, but for the general calling of the Christian, spon-

taneously to serve with that which he is and has, and to testily the

new life of the Spirit, Comp. Hofmann a. a. Q. II., p. 243.* This

use of the laying on of hands .belongs, it is well known, to the Old

Testament
; comp. here chiefly Num. xxvii. 18-20

;
Deut. xxxiv. 9;

passages such as Gen. xlviii. 14
;
Matth. xix. 13. Mark xvi. 18.

Luke xiii. 13, etc., belong only to the idea which lies at the founda-

tion of the laying on of hands in general. Tot) TrptaQvTepiov : the

eldership of that district to which Timothy belonged laid hands on

him (Acts xvi. 1, seq.). The gift of teaching, which is here referred

to, was not needed by Timothy for the first time when he was left

in Ephesus, but from the beginning onwards
; comp. 2 Tim. i. 6,

where, as also in the whole epistle, no mention is made of his tem-

porary position in Ephesus. The expression is therefore not to be

explained of a consecration to his special calling in Ephesus.f The

term rrpEoflvrepiov (comp. Luke xxii. 66
;
Acts xxii. 5) cannot be

understood of a number of presbyters then assembled ; this were in-

admissible, both grammatically and historically. Historically be-

cause the expression was fixed in its application to a united whole,
as the passages adduced shew (comp. also Planck, p. 41), and be-

cause, as has been shewn in the Gen. Introd., 8, the existence

together of several Christian presbyters cannot be conceived of apart
from a collegial union

; grammatically because a number of pres-

byters cannot, according to the idea of the thing, be called npeofiv-

repiov. Even De Wette observes, in opposition to Schleiermacher,
on TTpeaftvrepioVj "The institution and the name are, in my opinion,
not to be suspected." So also Olshausen. He, in like manner,

acknowledges that a comparison with 2 Titn. i. 6, in which the lay-

ing on of hands is ascribed to the apostle, presents a difficulty which

can be removed in a natural way by the combination of both pas-

sages. It will at once be seen, too, why in the passage in 2 Tim.

the apostle especially directs the attention of Timothy to the part
which he acted in the communication of the gift to him. Comp.
the Commentary. We find a similar discrepancy in Gal. ii. 1, seq.,

comp. with Acts xv. 1, seq. ;
such differences necessarily arise from

the difference of aim which a writer may have in describing the same

thing at different times.

Ver. 15. Tavra
/ieA-era, and still stronger iv rovroig laOt, con-

, which in Heb. vi. 2 is represented aa belonging to the foun-

dation and the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, is that to which our confirmation

does not correspond, but ought to correspond. "What important results chiefly relating

to our church as it at present exists, are connected with the right understanding of that

which pertains to the i-xiti. r. x-, others have already shewn, comp. Zeitschrifc far Prot.

W. K. B. 18, p. 1, seq., Bd. 19, h. 6. Dr. Hofling daa Sacram. dor Taufe II., 172, uoq.

f Huther is certainly wrong in explaining it of the introduction to office in Ephesus.



FIRST TIMOTHY V. 1-25. 115

tinues the apostle, after referring to the gift imparted to Timothy,
which we are to connect with vers. 12-14. MeAeraw is certainly not

used by the apostle elsewhere, but it belongs to the New Testament

usage, Acts iv. 25
;
Mark xiii. 11. The KV rovroig todt is the Latin

omnis or totus sum in aliqua re,
"
to be absorbed in a thing/' so to

speak.
" That thy progress may be manifest to all." For irdai

}
not

Iv tram, is the true reading, according to the critical authorities.

The design of this additional clause appears from the above, let no

one despise thy youth, ver. 12. UpoKonrj only here and Phil. i. 12,

25
;
therefore specifically Pauline. The nature of the progress is

determined by the reference to vers. 12-14.

Ver. 16.
" Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine ;

con-

tinue in it." The apostle sums up in these words what is said from

vers. 12-15. Duo sunt curanda bono pastori, ut docendo invigilet

et se ipsum purum custodiat, etc., Calvin. On k.-ni'Xf.Lv comp. Luke
xiv. 7 ;

Acts iii. 5. 'Emfj^veiv occurs only with im in the sense,
" to

remain with any one," Acts xxviii. 14, in the writings of the apos-
tle only with rrpo^, 1 Cor. xvi. 7

;
Gal. i. 18

;
on the other hand hi

a tropical sense, and with reference to things, it is also used else-

where by the apostle, and only by him, Bom. vi. 1, xi. 22, 23
; Col.

i. 23. The expression must be understood in this latter sense here,

for it is not persons that are spoken of by whom Timothy is to

abide, but things to which he is to be entirely devoted
; comp. also

2 Tim. iii. 14. Thus also the indefinite avrolg as neuter, will have

reference to the ravra . . . KV rovroig, ver. 15.
" If thou doest this

thou shalt save thyself and them that hear thee." One cannot

comprehend why this, in reference to Timothy, is to be understood

of a higher recompense, in reference to others, of the aurrjpia merely

(De Wette). The words intimate that it is the same salvation in

regard to both, and the important truth is here conveyed, that faith-

fulness in his calling is for the teacher the condition of his own sal-

vation, that in performing his duty to others he is at the same time

caring for his own soul's salvation.

5. DIRECTIONS TO TIMOTHY WITH RESPECT TO HIS CONDUCT TO-

WARDS THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH, ACCORDING TO THE DIS-

TINCTIONS OF AGE, SEX, AND POSITION WITHIN THE CHURCH.

(v. 1-25.)

This section, the contents of which are summarily stated above,
consists of several parts. First, in vers. 1, 2, directions are briefly

given to Timothy, how rightly to conduct himself towards the

members of the church, according to the distinctions of age and
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sex. In vers. 3-16 the apostle treats more fully of how he is to act

with regard to the widows, and more especially, in vers. 3-8, with

regard to the widows in general, and in vers. 9-16 to those who are

to receive the ecclesiastical distinction of the viduatus. In vers.

17-19 he treats of the npoeoraJTeg Trpeaftv-epoi in contradistinc-

tion to those mentioned in i. 1. In vers. 20-25 of his conduct

towards members of the church who fall into sin, their punishment
and restoration, with which is interwoven an admonition to Timothy
himself.

Vers. 1, 2. Rebuke not a npeofivTEpog elderly person but ad-

monish him as a father ; younger persons as brethren
; npeapvrepas

elderly women as mothers
; younger as sisters, in all purity. On

the connexion with the preceding, Leo well observes : quam supra

scripsisset, nemini licere ex juventute Timothei ejus despiciendi oc-

casionem sumere, nunc jam ipsum hortatur Timotheutn, ut semper
memor suse VKOTTJTOS ;

ita se gerat erga seniores uti revera deceat

virum juniorem. That npeaftvrepog here, as in Acts ii. 17, is not the

official name, but merely the designation of age, is evident from its

being opposed to vewrepov? and -npeoftvrepa^}
as also from ver. 17,

where presbyters properly so-called are first spoken of. The expres-

sion ininfajaaeiv, properly to strike upon= "
to rebuke sharply," only

here. As it is a stronger expression than steyxeiv, and tmripdw is

neither equivalent to it, nor is itself used oftener than once by the

apostle (2 Tim. iv. 2), nothing remains of Schleiermacher's objection

except that the word is just a dnag. Aey., like many other expres-
sions in the other epistles, and a very appropriate word. The same

applies, as Planck has already remarked, to his objections against

ovrcjf, ver. 3, against iityova, ver. 4, which Schleiermacher him-

self sufficiently explains from the Septuagint. The TrapandXet wf

rrarepa is opposed to emnX. His zeal in the fulfilment of his

office must not come into collision with the reverence due to age ;

and, with regard to those who are younger, must not lead to the

violation of that equality which is not removed by his office. In
accordance with the position which naturally belongs to him is the

servant of Jesus Christ to fulfil his official duties, which have re-

gard to the care of souls. The opposite of this is the nvpievuv.
The words with all purity are, with the most of commentators, to be

referred specially to the last point. Chrysostom : firjde v-noipiav,

(fool, dug.

Vers. 3-16. OF THE WIDOWS. The passage is difficult, and is

variously interpreted by different commentators. The principal dif-

ference consists in this that some separate vers. 3-8 from ver. 9,

seq., and regard the former section as containing directions of a
more general kind with respect to the duties of widows in their

every-day life, and according to their circumstances, the latter as
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containing instructions either as to their provision from the church,
or their appointment as deaconesses. Others again understand vers.

3-16 as treating of widows in one and the same respect, and that in

vers. 3-8, as well as in ver. 9, seq., rules are laid down with refer-

ence to the support which they are to receive from the church.

Others again understand vers. 3-8 of the church provision, but ver.

9, seq., of the appointment of deaconesses. And these differences

assume many shades in the interpretation of the particular parts.

As representatives of the first view we name here only Schleierma-

cher, Bottger, and Matthies, the two former of whom agree also in

understanding ver. 9, seq., of the appointment of widows as dea-

conesses, while Matthies understands the passage primarily of their

support. Planck, Baumgarten, and Neander represent the second

view, which is the one more commonly taken
;
while Mack has con-

tended for the third. I confess that I myself was formerly inclined

to the second view, that vers. 3-16 treat of the support which the

widows are to receive from the church
;
but a renewed investigation

has led me to substantially the view given by De Wette, and which

he prefaces by saying, that he thinks he has, by means of it, made
clear the interpretation of this difficult passage. So also Leo,
Exc. ii. But chiefly does Mosheim deserve here to be gratefully

mentioned, who has already given substantially the same explana-

tion, and has so conclusively proved it that we cannot but wonder

that it should ever have been rejected. The points from which the

differences proceed are the interpretation of ver. 4 and ver. 9, xnPa

Karakeyiodd), etc.

Ver. 3. XT/paf rlpa, rag OVTO>$- %ripag. The apostle in these

words passes to a new and special relation of life, while in vers. 1

and 2 he was dealing with the differences of age and sex only,

however, in the case of the napaKakelv accordingly, here also, he

does not give rules of life embracing the whole conduct. With
the mention of the %rjpai comes immediately into view the special
relation in which Timothy has to do with them their need of sup-

port, comp. Acts vi. 1. We must not, however, conclude from vers.

1 and 2, with Schleiermacher and others following him, that be-

cause there the conduct of Timothy towards different persons is

spoken of, here also npav in reference to the widows can only be

understood of his conduct in general, as consisting in the shewing
of that respect which is due to them. For, on the one hand, [vy

emTrA., with that which is opposed to it -napattdXeL cannot be said

to denote Timothy's conduct in general, and on the other, the men-
tion of the xnPai carries with it the special relation in which he

stands towards them. The writer also in vers. 17, 19, 20, 22, and,

finally, ver. 23, as well as here, passes suddenly to what is new.

Chiefly, however, it is apparent from ver. 4 (comp. below), with
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which vers. 8, 16, 17 are to be compared, that npda here must be

taken in the definite sense of honouring by providing for. We do

not say that n^do) means precisely
" to support," but that it signi-

fies an honour which was to shew itself in giving support to those

on whom it was to be conferred, must have been self-evident to

Timothy, in accordance with the relation in which he stood to them.

Comp. Matth. xv. 4, 6
;
Acts xxviii. 10. Eeference has already

been made in connexion with this to Acts vi. 1. This care for the

widows was transferred from the Jewish economy ; comp. Deut. xvi.

11, xiv. 29, xxiv. 17, 19
;
Ex, xxii. 22, seq., etc.; Winer, R.W.B.,

under widow. Then Ign. ad Polyc. c. 4, xnPai W dptXeMwfav.
Just. M. Apol ;

1 (al. 2), 67
;
TO ovkXe^'opevov napd rw npoeaT&rt

dnoTiderai, KOI avrdf faiicovpei dptyavolg re ical ^patf. (De Wette on

the passage). Tdf ovrug x>]pa$ the apostle adds by way of more defi-

nitely describing the class of individuals of whom he speaks.

Schleiermacher maintains that by this expression can only be un-

derstood widows of the right character
;
and he is quite right with

his interpretation of ripdv. But with that interpretation this asser-

tion also falls to the ground. Not only is the manifest sense of ver.

16 against it, but chiefly vers. 4 and 5, from which we learn what

the apostle means by rj OVTW? xnPa-

Ver. 4. The apostle proceeds : d SK TI$ xnPai
etc., but if any

widow have children or descendants, they should first learn to shew

piety towards their own house, and to requite their parents, etc.

But if any widow, stands evidently opposed to the widows indeed.

From this opposition, the idea implied in the widow indeed finds

its explanation. But this opposition is overlooked when, with

Schleiermacher, Matthies, and others, we find in vers. 4 and 5 a de-

scription of the widow indeed in these two circumstances, namely,
that sKe has had children, and that she is destitute. Wherefore,
then, the rrpwrov, which has meaning only in the antithetical rela-

tion to ver. 3 ? Why is not i] ovrug %i'ipa the subject ? And why
in ver. 5 is it said, but she that is a widow indeed, implying opposi-
tion to what precedes, seeing that according to this interpretation
ver. 4 also speaks of a widow indeed ? In nefiovu^vr] alone would
there be any opposition to ver. 4. And if the design is to describe

the right widow, it is surely altogether incongruous to say, let them

first learn, for as right widows they must already have learned this.

And why then in ver. 5 TJ^TTIKEV and not the imperative as in ver. 4 ?

Nor may we make the widows the subject of pavOav., as this inter-

pretation requires. If, on the contrary, we understand the words,
but if any widow, etc., as opposed to the widow indeed, and conse-

quently as determining who is to be regarded as a widow and who is

not, which seems to be required by the words ovrcof %ripa placed em-

phatically at the conclusion of ver. 3, then all is clear. Ver. 4 then
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says that she who has children or descendants is not such a widow
indeed and needing support ;

such a one is to be referred to her own

family, who, ere it falls to Timothy to perform the duty expressed

by the rip,dv}
must first learn to shew piety towards their own

household. And in opposition to such a one is the widow indeed,

ver. 5 : she is, therefore, described as one quite desolate, who has no

longer any to care for her, exactly as in ver. 16. Schleiermacher

gives the true meaning of e/eyova in the gloss of Hesychius eicyova,

TKKva reicvuv '

f couip. p. 61. That the subject of let them learn is

not the widows, but the children or descendants, is clear from the

antithetical relation of ver. 4 to ver. 3, not from the verb being plural,

which might certainly be employed, as the et rig xrjpa represents a

case that would frequently occur (although ii. 5 is somewhat dif-

ferent). For, to the direction given to Timothy to support those

who are widows indeed, it would be no proper reply ;
but such

widows as have persons belonging to them ought to fulfil their duty
towards them but such widows ought to receive requiting love from

them. Even though we should understand -n\iav quite generally of

mere respect, the antithesis requires that we take riitva as the

subject. But as the widows could not be referred to their own
families to receive this general respect, ri^av must evidently be un-

derstood in the sense we have given to it, as is shewn also by the ex-

pression dftocpag dnodtdovai. Thus irptirov receives its definite sense

(comp. above); and evaefielv is properly applied to the obligation of

children to shew piety to their parents, not, vice versa, of parents
towards their children. And how far-fetched must be the meaning

assigned to the words, and requite their parents, if the widow is the

subject, for then the only sense that can be given to the words is,

that they are to requite the care which they have received from

their parents by shewing the same care towards their own children.

Are we to suppose then that the widows in Ephesus were so forget-
ful of their duty, that they required to be exhorted in this way to

the first and most natural of all obligations ! Evoefieiv denotes the

pious disposition becoming a child which, also in old people, by
virtue of the same religiously moral idea that connects the fourth

commandment of the decalogue with the tnird, is so common in re-

ference to parents, magistrates, and honourable persons in general ;

comp. Passow. Consequently it does not signify here : to be pious
in reference to their own family, as those render who make the

widows the subject ; comp. Acts xvii. 23. But it is said that rbv

tdiov olicov does not agree with our interpretation. As the writer,

however, has no definite family relation in his eye (children or de-

scendants) he was under the necessity of using a general expression,

and then, as De Wette thinks, the expression OIKOV may also con-

vey the idea that this evaefielv denotes a thing of family feeling and
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family honour. Tbv idiov evidently stands in opposition to the rela-

tion in which the widow stands to the church from which she is to

receive support, which is to her in a relative point of view strange.

On TTpoyovot, finally, which has likewise been found unsuitable, De
Wette observes :

"
rrpoy. parents and grandfather and grandmother,

is used of those who are still alive, Plat. legg. XI., p. 931, seq. It

is blural because used of mother or grandmother." The expression,

let them learn, shews, moreover, that abuses in this respect had

crept into the church, and that widows sought support from the

church who had relations that were able to provide for them. For

this is acceptable before God, comp. ii. 3, from which the na/,bv nai of

the received version has been transferred into the text of our pas-

sage ; comp. Tischendorf.

Ver. 5. De Wette says well :
" The widow indeed is now spoken

of, and that in special opposition to ver. 4, as one who is desolate
;

not, however, for the purpose of saying that she is to be "
.hon-

oured" by the church (for this has already been said, ver. 3), but in

order to bring into view the conditions under which this honour is

to be given. The words, but she who is a widow indeed, can, in

opposition to ver. 4, be understood only of her who is wholly bereft

and destitute, not of the true widow who is what she should be
;

and Kal ixefiovu^vTj is an epexegetical explanation of 77 OVTUS %rjpa.

If with Schleiermacher and others, we take T) ovr^ j^pa = the

right widow (in respect to disposition and character) and nal ^e/uovw-

(4KVT) not as an explanation but as an additional characteristic, we
should then have the false antithesis according to which the widow
described in the preceding verse would be not a right widow in point
of character, or rather the words 77

<5e OVTW? xijpa would form no an-

tithesis at all, and this would only be formed by the supplementary
expression pefiov., which is logically impossible. It is objected to our

interpretation, that if /IEJUOV. were explanatory it would have the

article. (Matthies.) And why should it not also have the article if

forms an additional characteristic ? The reason why teal

. is placed after
77

de ovrwj- ^pa appears to me to be, that the

writer wants to connect f\ ovrug as before, immediately with ;npa,
and not to place juej^ov. directly beside 77 OVTWJ- ;

but if pefiov. had
been placed before instead of after, it would in no case have re-

ceived the article, as it would have formed one and the same idea
with 77 ovrug. But it is further objected to this interpretation

(Leo), that the ovrug x,7'lPa could not have been opposed to the

o-rraraXutaa, ver. 6, if 77 ovrug xnpa were not vidua pia et proba. In

reply to this we have simply to say, that aTrara^aa, ver. 6, is not

opposed to 77 OVTUS ^pa, ver. 5, but to the OVT(,)$ xnPa described in

ver. 5, who hopes in God and continues in prayer. As 77
de ovr^

,
ver. 5, is opposed to the widow, ver. 4, so 77

de anar. is opposed
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to the widow as described in ver. 5. But if the apostle meant to be

connected with 77 ovrwf %7Jpa only the idea of destitution, it is asked,

how could he have added the words, trustetli in God and continueth,

etc., seeing that these apply to a widow not as destitute, but as a

right widow ? In reply to this reasoning it will suffice to refer to

1 Cor. vii. 33, 34; he that is unmarried carethfor things that be-

long to the Lord . . . but he that is married carethfor the things

of the world. As the apostle in that passage, viewing the work of

one's life as determined by the circumstances of one's life says, he

carethfor so in the passage before us, he says, she trusteth in, al-

though he knows, ver. 6, that there are also such as live in pleasure .

The work of an ovrug Tcrjpa, i. e.
}
of one who is bereft and desolate,

as determined by the removal of all that once bound her to life, is

denoted by ^Am/cg, etc., and by the indicative form is represented as

a thing which is self-evident. The design of ver. 5, however, as is

also to be well considered, is not farther to explain the idea ex-

pressed in <Ww? %rjpa, and to add another characteristic to that con-

tained in ver. 4
;
for the idea in ovrug xrjpa has already been made

sufficiently clear in ver. 4. Nor would it correspond to this, that

fa-mite, etc., denotes what is self-evident in regard to every desolate

widow, but ver. 5 would then rather have to be explained on the

supposition of its being opposed to such widows as are indeed deso-

late, but do not trust in God. But the design of ver. 5 is rather,

as De Wette has already remarked, after it has been laid down in

ver. 4, what is meant by a widow indeed, to specify the conditions

under which the apostle lays on Timothy the charge to honour those

who are luidows indeed.
" The condition," says De Wette rightly,

not the reason; for then, either the Addow, ver. 5, must have been

described in opposition to ver. 4 as standing in need of support,
which is not the case, or ver. 5 must be viewed as affording an ad-

ditional characteristic, of the widow indeed, and must be under-

stood of her worthiness, as a reason why she should receive support,

against which what is necessary has already been said. What rea-

son the apostle has for specifying this condition, appears from ver.

6, and from the injunction to Timothy : these things give in charge
that they may be blameless. "H/bri/csv em rov 6eov, here the accus.,

above at iv. 10, the dative
;
see Winer's Gr., 49, 1, p. 363. The

accus. denotes the direction of the mind towards God
;
the dative,

on the other hand, denotes God as the being on whom the hope rests.

On the perfect, comp. on iv. 10 and Winer's Gr., 40, 4, p. 244.

That tfXmKev &m. 6. is not to be understood as limited to temporal

provision, and thus, as opposed to ver. 4, is evident from what fol-

lows, and from the antithesis in ver. 6. Kal -npoopevei Leo well :

nam ex fiducia in Deo sponte fluit ardor precum.* On the differ-

* Huther connects this aptty with the case of Anna. Luke ii. 37.
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ence between diijaig and irpooevw = asking and prayer, comp. on

Phil. iv. 6. On the repetition of the article, see Winer's Gr., 19, 5,

p. 117

yer> 6. In opposition, not to the ovrug xfoa merely, but to the

ovrwq xqpa as just described, the words of this verse are to be under-

stood. She who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives. Quippe

qua? nee naturaliter jam nee spiritualiter frugi sit, as Bengel ob-

serves. On onaraXdu, comp. Jam. v. 5. On the whole verse, Matth.

viii. 22, etc. As the apostle does not in ver. 5 give an additional

reason for giving support, so also is ver. 6 not to be regarded as con-

taining a reason for withholding support, but rather as the negative

side of that which the apostle looks for in a ividow indeed, and which

Timothy is to enjoin, ver. 7.

yer 7 Kat ravra TrapdyyeMe (= command i. 3). Tavra is re-

ferred to vers. 3-6, or to vers. 4-6, or to vers. 5 and 6. The last is

the correct way, as De Wette has already observed. The connexion

with ver. 8 certainly seems to be in favour of referring ravra to vers.

4-6. It seems that if ravra is extended to ver. 4, then the apostle

might naturally go on to say in ver. 8 : but if any one in spite of

your command does not do this, etc. Then also the much stronger

expression in ver. 8, in comparison with the blameless, ver. 7, would

receive a more natural explanation, although De Wette does not

admit this. Nevertheless it appears to me more suitable to refer

rav-a only to vers. 5 and 6, and not to make the subject of w<rt to

to consist of elements so different, namely, children, and descen-

dants, and widows. The rav-a rcapdyy. has then a much more defi-

nite reference, and shews plainly the design of what is said in vers.

5 and 6 respecting the ividow indeed. It terminates at ver. 7, and

the apostle in ver. 8 turns back to ver. 4. The real widows are to be

supported by you ;
those who are not real, by their own family. If

they do not this (ver. 8), then, etc.

Ver. 8.
" But if any provide not for his own, and specially for

those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than

an unbeliever." It is now quite evident that rig ver. 8, is not to be

understood of the widow, but of those belonging to her, on which

see ver. 4. The tdioi and oUeloi differ from each other in the same

way as relations in general from those of the same house in partic-
ular

;
of course there is no allusion here to the olfteiovg ri^ morews,

Gal. vi. 10, as is plain from the context, and from rrjs moreus not

being added. Comp. Eph. ii. 19
; qui ad domum Dei pertinent,

the inmates of his house
;
so here also in the natural sphere of

bodily relationship. The sense of Trpovotiv is explained by ver. 4.

The word is used again by the apostle only at Rom. xii. 17
;
2 Cor.

viii. 21. Hath denied the faith, namely, by his works, inasmuch as

he practically disowns the obligation to love, which springs from the
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essence of faith, even in regard to those who are corporeally most

nearly related to him. The Protestant expositor must heartily sub-

scribe to what Mack here so aptly observes,
" Faith in the apostle's

sense of the term, cannot exist without having love in it
; for the

subject-matter of faith is not a mere thing of the intellect, but the

Divine grace and truth to which he who believes yields up his mind,
as he who loves yields up his heart (he who believes is eo ipso he

who loves, and therefore yields not merely the mind but the heart :

for with the heart man believeth, Horn. x. 10); the subject-matter
of faith is also the object of love, etc." On dpveta6ai, comp. on Tit.

i. 16. On dma-ov %eipuv} comp. on Matth. v. 46, 47.

Ver. 9. The interpretation of this verse will determine that of

the following passage vers. 9-16. Does the apostle still speak of

widows here in the same point of view as in ver. 3, namely, with re-

ference to the provision to be made for them, or does he here pass to

something else with respect to widows, and if so, to what else ?

Each of the views that are here possible to be taken and especially

the first, according to which, ver. 9, seq., is to be understood in the

same respect as ver. 3, seq,, namely, of the provision to be made for

the widows by the church, and which is found in Theodoret, Chry-
sostom (horn, in h. 1), (Ecumenius, Theophylact, and Hieronymus

(comp. De Wette) has found its representatives in the most recent

time, as has already been observed above. In the first place to

go at once into the principal question, whether something new be-

gins here or not every one must admit that the words xnPa faraX.

etc., have very much the appearance of being a transition to some-

thing new. We have found in vers. 3-8, which are evidently con-

nected with each other, a close concatenation of the particular
sentences even outwardly indicated

; why is this all at once broken

off here, seeing that if vers. 3-16 form a whole, vers. 3-8 contain

the preliminary conditions of what is stated in ver. 9 ? Why is

there no ovv
} or, better still, 8i in opposition to ver. 8 ? Why the

sudden change of expression in /tara/Uyeaflw ? Why is nothing more
said about the ovrug xrjpa, if indeed vers. 3-8 were intended to ex-

plain what is meant by this, with a view to what is said in ver. 9 ?

Further, if vers. 3-16 are to be understood of widows, only in refer-

ence to their being provided for by the church, why is there in ver. 5

a twofold criterion of their worthiness, and then again in vers. 9 and

10, and consisting of qualifications as independent of each other, as if

they were not at all related ? Would it not at least have been much
more natural in this case, if with a 77

tie ovrug xrjpa at the beginning
of ver. 9, the result of vers. 4-8 had been summed up ? And does

not the expression %ijpa KaraXeysaOc^ itself point to another purpose
of this enrolment ? For ^pa /caraAeyeaflw is, as Winer shews, 66,

4, p. 663, to be so construed as that %fipa is the predicate, and
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nothing is to be supplied: "as widow let one be enrolled who is

not under sixty years old." That the object of this enrolment was

only the receiving support, is a mere presumption on the part of the

commentators, and is not warranted by ver. 16 (see below). If it

can be proved from history that there was an enrolment of widows

as such, that as widows they were promoted to a place of eccle-

siastical distinction, then we must regard the passage before us

as referring to this practice ;
and it is difficult to see why rich

widows, who in other respects possessed the necessary qualifications,

should have been excluded from this distinction. And are the qual-

ifications themselves laid down in vers. 9 and 10 suitable, on the

supposition of their having special reference to the receiving of

support from the church ? There are a thousand things against

this, says Schleiermacher ;
and when his opponents, as Planck,

Baumgarten, and others say in reply, that there is no necessity to

understand that all of these qualifications together must have been

possessed by every widow to be taken into the list, they forget the

true point of view, namely, that it is not widows in general, but

those who were needy, that are exclusively spoken of, and regarded
from this point of view, the qualifications there laid down can-

not but appear strange. And why should the church fulfil the

duty of charity only towards widows who were sixty years old ?

Might there not have been younger ones in a much more necessitous

condition ? And why only towards a widow who had been the wife

of one man ? Was the widow to whom this did not apply, but who
in other respects was blameless, to receive no support ? And sim-

ilar questions might be put with reference to the having brought up
children, and the qualifications that follow. But it may be said in

a general way, that the apostle here makes the ecclesiastical support
of such widows as were helpless and destitute to be dependent on
their former conduct. Even in ver. 5 he does not do this. This
were quite contrary to the spirit of Christian charity ;

and it would
be pronounced foolish were any one in the present day, in the case

of any similar institution in behalf of widows, to insist on the qual-
ifications which the apostle has here laid down. And not only are

vers. 9 and 10 inconsistent with this interpretation, but the following
verses also ver. 11, but the younger widoivs refuse, and ver. 14, /
will therefore that the younger widows marry : for neither could
the younger widows be all at once refused, if the receiving of sup-
port is what is referred to, nor could they be reasonably enjoined to

marry again, if thereby all prospect of support from the church
should be withdrawn (t-vd? dvdpbg yvvri). Nor, in what is said of
the younger widows in these verses, is there the slightest indication

of any want of the necessary means of subsistence on their part.
Mosheim has already estimated aright the force of these considera-
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tions. In short the subject must be regarded from still another

point of view (as it has been also by defenders of this interpretation),

that, namely, according to which the receiving of support from the

church is considered as at the same time an honourable distinction.

But these two points of view do not necessarily coincide. Not every
widow who required support would eo ipso also merit ecclesiastical

distinction
;
and not every widow, who stood in no need of support

from the church, could on this ground be shut out from ecclesiastical

distinction. There must have been reasons of one kind for receiving

support, and of a different kind for receiving distinction in the

church. What the former were, we learn from vers. 3-8, and what

the latter, from ver. 9, seq. Thus the poor widow, or the widow

who had become poor, might certainly be also promoted to a place
of distinction in the church (a kind of npeofivTepa beside the rrpea-

but she would then only receive support when she was

j(,ripa. That history bears us out in supposing such an order

of ecclesiastical widowhood to have existed, a rdyfia ^ijpeiov may be

proved from the passages in Tertull. de vel. Virg. c. 9. Ad quam
sedeni (viduarum) praeter annos LX. non tantum univirae, i. e.,

nuptae aliquando, eliguntur, sed et matres et quidem educatrices

filiorum
;
to this also probably belongs : Herm. Past. L. I. vis. 2

(Grapte autem commonebit viduas et orphanos), and in Lucian de

Morte Peregrin. Op. III. 335, Keiz : twflev
fj,sv evQvg TJV 6pav -napd

TW deonurrjpito nepipevovra ypalSia %rjpag rtvdg Kal natdia opfyava. Then

Chrysos. horn. 31, in div. N. T. loc
; Epiph. haer. 79, 4, etc. These

references are given most in detail by Mosheim, p. 452, seq., who
also gives the literature of his own time on this subject, p. 451.

Comp. also Baur a. a. 0., p. 48, seq. ; Leo, a. a. 0., and De Wette
on the passage. We can certainly point to no other passage in the

New Testament, besides the one before us, which proves the exist-

ence of this institution for widows, or even of its first beginnings in

the apostolic era. So much, however, may be inferred from the

passages adduced and similar passages, chiefly in Tertullian and

Clemens of Alexandria that such an institution had already been

long in existence at the end of the second century, and that it was

universally traced back to the apostolical arrangement contained in

the passage before us. And De Wette says :

"
It is not improbable

that from the very beginning pious widows received a place in the

church
;
but it betrays perhaps a somewhat later period, to find

this already represented here as a regular office resting on a formal

election." But surely if such a place of distinction as that referred

to existed at any time, there must have been election to it.
" It is

to this description of widows in the earliest period of the church,"

says the excellent Mosheim,
" who in contradistinction to the others

may be called the spiritual, who are also in the phraseology of the
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church called Trpea(3vTi6eg} presbyterae, presbyterissae, partly, because

they were old and stricken in years, at least sixty years old accord-

ing to the express testimony of Tertullian, partly, because they re-

sembled the elders of the church in the respect paid to them and in

certain parts of their office" (Tertullian expressly says that their

business was ut experimentis omnium affectuum structae facile

norint ceteras et consilio et solatio, and at least at a later period

there was intrusted to them a kind of superintendence over the poor

widows and orphans of the church, comp. the passages in Hermaa

and Lucian)
"

it is to this description of widows, beyond all ques-

tion, that the rules laid down by the apostle, which it is our object

to explain, are to be understood as applying."* And who can help

agreeing with him when he farther shews, how uncharitable and al-

together impracticable the following qualifications are if they are

to be viewed as conditions of receiving support from the church
;

how suitable, on the contrary, if regarded in the light in which he

explains them.

With respect to the qualification, not under sixty years old if

such ecclesiastical widows, presbyteresses, are meant, it is only ne-

cessary, in order to understand this, to bear in mind, that even in

electing to the office of a presbyter, age was the first condition, and

that these widows doubtless from the very first, as Tertullian and
others shew in reference to a later period, were expected to exerciso

an influence on the younger persons of their sex. The context it-

self, however, ver. 11, indicates another sufficiently definite reason

for this, namely, that whoever was once .enrolled as a widow was

always to remain such, and not to degrade this honourable rank by
a subsequent marriage ;

the apostle therefore, fixes an age in which

this was no longer to be feared. Does he, nevertheless, on the

ground of what he had experienced, ver. 14, enjoin on the younger
widows to marry, he does not thereby exclude them, if they follow

his advice, from the care of the church, but only from a distinction

which indeed they did not deserve, if they were of the character

which the apostle specifies in ver. 11, seq., as a reason for their

marrying again. Another condition is given in the words t-rdf dv-

6pb$ ywr\. On the meaning of this expression comp. on Tit. i. 6,

and above on iii. 2-12. It can mean nothing eke here than the

univira, she who has been only once married. For, apart from poly-

andry in the proper sense of the term which cannot with any reason

be supposed to be meant, we must either explain this sufficiently
definite expression of conjugal fidelity in general, and separate yeyov.
from the preceding to connect it with this, which would not do, or

we must suppose a reference here to the singular case of a widow
who has illegally separated herself from her husband and married

* Huther also has agreed with him.
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again. According to this latter interpretation the expression

dvdpbg yvvri might include the widow who had been twice married,
if only everything had heen lawfully done. Such artificial and in-

conceivable explanations are not less opposed to the simple sense of

the words and the context than to all ecclesiastical tradition on this

point, on which what is said on Tit. i. 6 is to be compared. Why
then if the apostle is speaking here of special distinction in the

church might he not require as a qualification what appeared so

necessary, if for no other reason than from a regard to the heathen

(comp. what is said on Tit. i. 6, and here on ver. 14) ? The reason

of this qualification then entirely corresponds to the ground on

which the same qualification is required in presbyters and deacons,

iii. 2-12, and along with it belongs to the dvK-yiiXrjTog and dvemXriTc-

TO$, which denotes the chief point of view from which the apostle

regards fitness for ecclesiastical distinction. In this respect then

the widow stands on a level with the presbyter and deacon
;
but

this is precisely a proof of the correctness of our interpretation ;

while, if the apostle were speaking here of poor widows who were to

be supported, the qualification would be unsuitable and contradic-

tory to the (3ovXofj.ai ovv, ver. 14. Comp. Tertull. ad. ex. i. 7 : prae-

scriptio apostoli declarat, cum digamos non sinit praesidere, cum
viduam allegi in ordinationem nisi univiram non concedit (De Wette).

Further, the following qualification fully corresponds to the inter-

pretation just given : tv Zpyoig Kaholc; napTvpovpevr), not = through

good works having a good report, but = in good works as the ob-

ject or the sphere (Winer's Gr., 48, a. 3, p. 345). On good works,
Tit. ii. 7, and the Gen. Introd., 4. What Mosheim says on this

is excellent, and proves the correctness of his- interpretation :

" The

apostle lays weight on this, in order that such a widow may be pub-

licly acknowledged as a godly person." In this also there is a cor-

respondence to what is required of the presbyter ; comp. on Tit. i. 6;

1 Tim. iii. 2, seq. ~El treKvoTpoQrjae can, as Leo observes, hardly be

understood of the bringing up of her own children. The connexion

with what precedes, as well as with what follows, shows that KTSKVO.

must here be regarded as a good work. Such, however, is not the

bringing up of one's own children in itself
;
in order to be so, some

such word as /caAwf must be added
; comp. above, iii. 4, 12. That

bringing up of children, then, which is here described as a good
work, must be understood of the bringing up of strange children.

This qualification must indeed be pronounced unsuitable in reference

to widows needing support, but all the more suitable in reference to

a place of distinction in the church. The same remark applies to

the next qualification if she have lodged strangers, and also to the

two following ifshe have washed the saints'feet, if she have relieved

the afflicted, which latter, according to ver. 16 and the general usage,
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must be understood of ministering relief to poverty. And if it

should be said, that in order to be hospitable and to take an interest

in those who are in straitened circumstances, there is no necessity

for being opulent, it must still be acknowledged that these qualifi-

cations are inexplicable when regarded as conditions of receiving

support from the church, while they are self-evident, when viewed

in reference to a widow who is to attain a place of distinction in the

church, and who is to give assistance by word and deed to others of

her sex
;
for it is first the proofs of a kind, humble, benevolent

charity which the apostle here requires, and indeed proofs of such a

nature as cannot be viewed in the light of a condition of church sup-

port, but only of church distinction. With regard to the first of

these qualifications, comp. the QiMfrvog which is required of him

who is to be a presbyter, iii. 2
;

Tit. i. 8. The ayiot here are the

t-evot
;
in 'the conduct towards them they imitate the example of our

Lord, according to John xiii. 14. The grammatical doubt which

Schleiermacher has expressed with reference to iTTTjpKeaev, he himself

removes when he says, that the word is a ana^ Aey. ; and so also with

the following word tTrrjKoXovdrjae. As an exhaustive summary of what

precedes, the apostle adds : el rravrl tpyw dyaBti tTTT/KoAoufl^cre where

InaKoXovdelv is used in the same sense as diuneiv TO dya66v}
1 Thess.

v. 15, etc. The word itself, though not in this particular applica-

tion, occurs besides in Mark xvi. 20
;

1 Pet. ii. 21.

We have still to consider the interpretation of our passage, which

even already in Mosheim's time was the current one, and which has still

many advocates that, namely, according to which ver. 9, seq., treats

of the appointing of widows as deaconesses. Principally Schleier-

macher has again set up this interpretation, and he has been fol-

lowed by Mack and Bottger. In supporting his view, Schleiermacher

has satisfied himself with refuting that which explains the passage
of receiving support from the church, and adducing as positive proof
two passages which are evidently intended to bear against our in-

terpretation : Sozom. vii. 16, comp. with Cod. Theod. L. xvi. Tit. ii.

Lex. xxvii., and Basil, ep. can. c. 24. But Planck has already (a.

a. 0., p. 204, seq.) justly replied to the first of these references, that

it only shews the interpretation which was at that time given to our

passage, which was certainly the same as that which Schleiermacher

has advocated, and to the second, that it is not at all applicable,
and has been adduced only from a misunderstanding of the word

6iaKovovjj.evi]v which occurs in it, and which does not mean : quae in

diaconatum suscepta eat. Schleiermacher has here proceeded from
the same false premise which Mosheim has objected to, namely, that

if KaraXKyeaOai cannot be understood of enrolment in a poor's list, it

must necessarily be explained of entering on the list as deacons, as

if no third meaning were possible. It is farther taken for granted
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in this interpretation, that what the writers of the second and third

century inform us concerning widows is at once to be understood

of deaconesses, as if widow and deaconess could signify one and the

same thing ;
and further, either then must all deaconesses have

been widows, or virgins must also be called widows. " But the

widows of the earliest church are quite different persons from the

female ministers. In the fourth century the widows began to be

confounded with the female ministers," observes Mosheim, as Bing-
ham has already shewn (Orig. Eocl. III., p. 109). Further " we

can prove by incontestible testimonies, that in the earliest period

of the church virgins were appointed as female ministers" (Mos-

heim, cornp. Constitt. ap. VI. 18, etc.) ;
but that virgins were called

widows, is alike incapable of being proved from history and incon-

ceivable in itself (comp. the Gen. Introd., 3, and Bottger, a. a. 0.,

p. 67, seq.)

And now let us look again at our passage, and see whether we
can understand deaconesses as spoken of in it. The expression :

let one be entered on the list as a widow could only be understood

of deaconesses if it had already been proved that %ipa and deacon-

esses are synonymous terms. Then, not under threescore years old.

Is it to be supposed that the care of the poor and the sick should

have been committed to persons so far advanced in years ? Has not

experience itself proved that this is a misunderstanding of the apos-
tle's appointment, when we find the decree of the Emperor Theodo-

sius that all deaconesses must be sixty years old, which sprung out

of this misunderstanding, immediately after abrogated by the synod
of Chalcedon, and the age of the deaconesses reduced to forty years ?

Further, it can neither be believed nor proved that the deaconesses,

to the number of whom also virgins belonged, should have been

honoured for continuing in an unmarried state. Further, the dpyai,

ver. 13, will not correspond to this interpretation ;
for as deacon-

esses it is supposed that they must have gone from house to house
;

if,
on the other hand, the /caraA. were an honourable distinction in

the sense in which we have taken it, then this dpyai can be much
better understood, as it could devolve the duty of rendering only
such friendly services as those for which widows of sixty years of

age were well adapted. Finally, rules for deaconesses would have a

much more appropriate place in chap. iii. than here, where the apos-
tle's design is only to show how Timothy is to act towards the various

members of the church, from whence the occasion arises to shew

what kind of widows are qualified for that place of honour in the

church. Moreover, the subject of deaconesses has already been

handled in chap. iii. 12. To me, therefore, there remains no doubt

that our passage treats neither of deaconesses nor of widows who
need support. Mosheim has shewn, p. 454, how it could happen

VOL. VI 9
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that in the fourth century and later, the passage came to be under-

stood of deaconesses, and to be applied without distinction to those

ecclesiastical widows.

Ver. 11.
" But younger widows refuse

;
for when they are be-

come wanton against Christ they will marry." Newrfpof, as op-

posed to those in ver. 9, means widows under sixty years of age ;

and in like manner irapairov (comp. on Tit. iii. 10) as opposed to

KaraXsjKaQcu^ signifies they are not to be entered on the list. The
reason is it is to be feared that they will marry again. Tanetv}

as 1 Cor. vii. 39, of marrying again. They loish to marry, as the

consequence of having become wanton against Christ. Zrpqvidtt),

properly : to be over-strong (from arp/po?, strength) ;
the Lat.

luxuriari
;

and Kara "
against," as elsewhere Karanav^daOai. is

used by the apostle, Rom. xi. 18. This wantonness is opposed
to their duty towards Christ. The sense is given in the main cor-

rectly, though too strongly, by Jerome, in the words : quse forni-

catae sunt in injuriam viri sui Christi. On Karaarp., comp. Rev.

xviii. 7, 9.

Ver. 12 shews what is implied in this wishing to marry : t%ov-

.001 KpifjM, etc. KplfM signifies here also, as at iii. 6 (comp. on the

passage) judicium ;
in wishing to marry they have brought upon

themselves this judgment of God, so that it weighs like a load upon

them, viz., that they have broken their first faith. The expression
nitjTiv dderelv has already by the Fathers been explained to mean
not the falling away from the faith, but the violation of a promise
made not to marry again. Uiariv rqv awdjJKijv Aeyet, observes Chry-

sostom, and similarly others, comp. in De Wette, Heydenreich, etc.;

and so almost all the more recent expositors. The expression dderelVj

which is also used of something objectively fixed, and i# generally
found in this very connection (comp. Passow) as also the epithet

TrpwTT/v, and the connexion with ver. 11, confirm this view. If those

widows did not bind themselves, either aloud or in silence, on their

enrolment, to remain always widows, then their wish to marry again
cannot be called a forsaking their first faith. But if they did this,

then there can be no question as to what is meant by rrpwr?/ Trtemf.

And this qualification of not marrying again is already implied in

the ivbg dv6pb$ yvvr\. Leo well : viduae illse ya^Kiv QiXovaai fidem

dabant sponso. Sed quia ad ordinem viduarum ecclesiasticarum

pertinebant, jam sponsae quasi erant, nimirum Christo. Hanc igitur

fidem quam primum dederant Christo, nunc fallebant. Mosheirn

has shewn that we are not here to understand an inviolable vow in

the later sense.

Ver. 13. By way of confirming the napaiTov, the apostle here

mentions another thing to be feared in younger widows, namely,
idleness with its natural consequences. There is some difficulty in
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the word pavddvovoi, which cannot signify
"
they go prying about/'

but is to be connected either with dpyai or with Trepiep%6[j,evai. The

latter construction has this against it, that fjavdavetv, when con-

nected with a partic. which refers to the subject, always signifies
"

to see into, to perceive/' which is not suitable here, while the sig-

nification
" to be wont" is connected with the praoterite. It would

therefore be grammatically more correct to connect pavdavovai with

dpya : they learn idleness inasmuch as they run about, etc. Comp.
on this Winer's GT., 45, 4, p. 310.* It is certainly more natural,

however, that the running about be represented as the consequence
of idleness, than vice versa idleness as the consequence of running
about. And is the running about so self-evident a characteristic of

younger widows ? It appears to me, therefore, more advisable to

suppose with De Wette, a less common use of pavOdveiv, in connex-

ion with the partic., and to render : but at the same time also being
idle they learn to run about in the houses. The apostle, however,
corrects himself he has still something to add to the dpyai : KOI

(fthvapoi KCU nepiepyoiy kakovaai rd pi] deovra, the first two predicates
describe the manner and way of the Trepiepxeodai, the last still fur-

ther explains the two preceding predicates. On Qkvapog comp.
3 John, ver. 10

;
on nepiepyog Acts xix. 19, and by the apostle

2 Thess. iii. 11, 7ri-piepya^6i.iEvog. The latter expression is = male

sedulus, mischievously busy, inconsiderately curious. The ka/(.ovoai
}

etc., is well explained by the remark of Theophylact's cited by
Leo :

"
going about from house to house, they carry the affairs

of this house to that, and of that to this they tell the affairs of

all to all."

Ver. 14. The younger widows are therefore to be rejected ;
but

not only that
;
in such circumstances (ovv) it is the apostle's will

that they marry again, as a means of counteracting idleness, and as

the best antidote to what is noticed in ver. 11
; for as confirming

the Povhoftai examples (ver. 15) shew indeed that those are no mere
fancied dangers which are connected with remaining single. Those

who attend to the ovv
y
ver. 14, and the ydp, ver. 16, will see here no

contradiction to what the apostle says 1 Cor. vii. 7, 8, 26, 32 34,
40

;
if there is any contradiction, it must be acknowledged that the

very same is found in vers. 2 and 9 of this chapter as compared
with the other verses adduced ; for our passage says nothing else

but what is said there. The universal form of the expression here

used by the apostle corresponds to that of vers. 11 and 12, although
he would assuredly not deny, that there might be among the

younger widows some of a different character. As in ver. 5 com-

pared with ver. 6, so also here, the apostle specifies the conse-

quences which naturally though not necessarily result from the

* Huther connects it with <ipyaL
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circumstances. The apostle's injunction has thus its limitation in

itself.
" He does not impose a law, but points out a remedy to the

younger widows," says Chrysostom. It is his will then that they

marry again (ya/zeiv, as at ver. 11), bear children, superintend the

house, and thus give no occasion to the adversary to speak reproach-

fully, such as would be given by the conduct described in vers. 11-13.

Teitvoy. as at ii. 15. OiKodeoTrorelv, a word belonging to the later

Greek, occurring only here : but olKodean6rr]g is found frequently in

the New Testament, comp. Winer's Gr., 2, 1, p. 24
;

Schleier-

macher, p. 62. If olicovpeiv does not denote the same thing, and

oUodeonoTTjg is of frequent occurrence, is there anything surprising

in the formation of the verb ? And may not the occurrence of

such latinized expressions as this, and -npoKpipa in ver. 21, warrant

the supposition that the epistles were written after a considerable

time's stay in Home ? By the 6 avriicdfievog, who speaks reproach-

fully, we are not to understand the devil, on account of the additional

clause Aotdopiof %optv (comp. on iii. 7. Ver. 15, as De Wette also ob-

serves, by no means requires this interpretation), but the adversary
of Christianity (Phil. i. 28

;
Tit. ii. 8) among Jews and heathen.

The clause Xoidopiw; %dpiv is to be explained of speaking against

Christianity, not against the widows
; comp. the similar passages

vi. 1
;

Tit. ii. 5, 10. There is room for difference of opinion as to

whether it should be connected with dvriK. or with ^6. d<t>. did. The
latter appears to me the more proper : they are not to give to the

adversary occasion to speak reproachfully. 'AQopfiij is again a word

which is elsewhere used only by the apostle.

Ver. 15. For with some this has already been the case.
" For

some are already turned aside after Satan." These words being con-

firmatory of the preceding, must refer to such aberrations as were to

be prevented by the injunction in ver. 14, / will therefore; this in-

junction, however, is represented as an antidote to the excess of the

sexual passion, and the consequences of idleness. It is of such

aberrations, therefore, not of a falling away from the faith or the

doctrine in general, that we are to understand the expression have

turned aside. On Ktcrpenu comp. 1 Tim. i. 6, and Gen. Introd., 4.

After Satan : he is the seducer whose enticements they have fol-

lowed through sensual lust.

Ver. 16 may at first sight appear to be a mere repetition of what
is said in vers. 4 and 8. The context, however, as well as the words

themselves, justify us in adopting a different interpretation. De
Wette has already given it aright by directing attention to the fact,

that the expression rig morbg // TUCTTT) % denotes not merely the

same relation as ver. 4, that, namely, of children and grandchildren
to their parents and grandparents, but a wider relationship. To this

also corresponds the term i-napittiv as compared with Trpovoetv, see
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ver. 10
;
the position of the verse, however, will warrant our inter-

preting it with special reference to what is said concerning the eccle-

siastical widows, either thus that the apostle gives this injunction,

because younger widows sought, from motives of economy, to be

received into the viduatus (De Wette), or thus that the apostle
would press this also with reference to the ecclesiastical widows, that

the church was to be burdened with their support only in the case

of there being no relative on whom any obligation rests to assist

them. The reading marbg r) martf in preference to the other which

omits marbg f\ (codd. A.C.F.G., 17, 47^ etc.), has been retained by
Tischendorf with reason, in opposition to Griesbach and Lachmann

;

coinp. De Wette. On Papeicdu, comp. 2 Cor. i. 8, v. 4. With such

widows the church is not to be burdened, in order that it may be

in a condition to afford assistance to the real widows in the sense

described, vers. 3-5.

Dr. Baur has offered a solution entirely new of the difficulties con-

tained in this section about the widows, vers. 3-16, which has al-

ready in the Introduction, 3, been considered in a historical point
of view. Here we shall only, in addition, briefly shew how little his

interpretation can be justified in an exegetical point of view. He

understands, vers. 3-8, of " holding widows in honour" in general,

ver. 9, seq., of their support as ecclesiastical persons. The rag dvrug

xtfpag are, according to him, real widows in opposition to merely so-

called widows, i. e., widows in the ecclesiastical sense, who might
also be virgins. But the real widows are, according to vers. 4 and

5, cither such as have children or such as are solitary. But in reply
to this, we would observe that the meaning of rag ovrug xrjpag is

shewn by that to which it is opposed in ver. 4, and again in ver. 5
;

namely, only the widow who is quite desolate. Ver. 4 does not

speak of an ovrug %rjpa ;
but ver. 5 first speaks of this in opposition

to ver. 4. Here, however, it will be seen that the opposition which

Dr. Baur has made between real and so-called widows is one which

he himself has introduced. Ver. 9, then, according to him, describes

a particular class of the ovrug %%>, those, namely, to whom the

tcarateyeadai was applicable, which of course implies that the widows
were not ecclesiastical widows, as being ovrug #%><, or again, that

they belonged to the ovrug %%KU only as real, not as ecclesiastical

widows. To this it may only be objected that it can by no means
be maintained with certainty, that the apostle thought merely of

the oVrwf xnpai in the Karakeyeadai (ovrug in the sense of ver. 5).

But is it not the merest petitio principii when it is further said, the

ecclesiastical widows, vers. 9 and 10, differed from the ovrug xnPal-

mentioned before, in so far as that to the former might belong such

as were not really widows
;
whence is it that xfipai obtains this

ecclesiastical signification ? Whence then does our opponent learn,
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that such widows might belong to those mentioned in ver. 9 as were

not really widows (in his sense)? Docs not Dr. Baur clearly put his

own presupposition into the words, and then bring it out again as

the conclusion ? Then again, the assertion that the veurepai xwal
,

ver. 11, are widows in the ecclesiastical sense, and especially virgins,

wherefore they are called simply veu-epai in ver. 14 floats entirely

in the air, and has in the context not only nothing for it, but every-

thin^ against it. For, if Dr. Baur himself must admit, that in the
O O J

Xrjpa KaraheyeaBu the apostle has real widows in his eye (real in our

opponent's sense of the word), and determines which of these are to

be enrolled as ecclesiastical, so that they should be at the same time

real and ecclesiastical, this does not in the least degree imply, that

such as were not widows were also enrolled, but only that there were

widows who were not enrolled. And when he says further : but the

younger widows refuse, and thereby specifies those who are not to

be enrolled, this can, according to the context, be understood only

of the widows who are not to be enrolled, as what is said before is

to be understood (according to Dr. Baur's admission) of those who
are to be enrolled. And how then could those who are not to be

enrolled if virgins are to be understood be called Mpcu, seeing
that the apostle will have them to be rejected ? Only such veurfpai,

then, can be meant as are already x?ipcu } consequently only real

widows, as the opposition to ver. 9, according to Baur's own inter-

pretation of this verse, also requires. Baur must here, and at ver.

16, take for granted, according to his interpretation, that such vir-

gins were ecclesiastical widows independent of the enrolment, and
in spite of being refused. If, however, ver. 11 be rendered thus :

"
younger persons reject as widows," still by these younger persons

could only be understood widows, from the opposition to ver 9. And
what then has Baur to object to our interpretation ? That yo^Zv,
as used by the apostle, signifies to marry again, cannot be disputed.
That the apostle could not have reasonably asked the widows to

marry again if thereby they would be excluded from the KaraMyeadat,
can be maintained only when ver. 9, seq., is incorrectly understood
of ecclesiastical provision ;

but all difficulty disappears when the

passage is understood of ecclesiastical distinction
; comp. on ver. 9,

seq., and De Wette on ver. 14. And with respect to the difficulty

arising from the circumstance that the apostle here enjoins marriage,
if it is one, it belongs to Baur's interpretation (of virgins) as well

as to our own. Comp., moreover, what has already been said on
this above. Olshausen has interpreted vers. 3-8 of the ecclesiastical

support of poor widows, ver. 9, seq., of the appointing of widows as

deaconesses.

Vers. 17-19. Of how the presbyters are to be treated. If the
widows spoken of in the verses immediately preceding are a kind of
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female presbyters, the transition here to the presbyters is then easy
and natural. It is quite evident that they are here spoken of in a

different respect from chap. iii. The apostle mentions two things
in which the right appreciation of the presbyter is to shew itself :

I. Let them be counted worthy of double honour, ver. 17
; and, 2, de-

ceive not an accusation against them but before, etc., ver. 19. In

ver. 17 it is said that the elders who rule well are to be counted

worthy of double honour, especially those who labour in the word

and doctrine. Tt^ here, in like manner as at ver. 3, is not to be

understood merely of reward, stipendium ;
it is honour, but an

honour which finds its expression in giving, as ver.18 proves. There

is no necessity then for taking &TT/\% in the most literal sense, and

understanding by it a salary twice as large, as in the Constitt. ap.

II. 28, etc., comp. Baur, p. 129
;
but the idea is : if a presbyter is

already as such worthy of honour, this is doubly true of one who
rules well. I regard, therefore, the presbyter wlio rules well as op-

posed not to the one who does not rule well, but to the presbyter as

such. Has "he a claim to honour already in virtue of his official

standing, he has a double claim in the case which the apostle speci-

fies. Thus also, the ndkiara, etc., w
Thich comes after will distinguish

between presbyter and presbyter. If the presbyter wlio rules ivell

is interpreted as if opposed to the presbyter in the sense of ver. 1 as

the designation of age, then either /caAwf would have no proper place
here at all, or, if it has, it just introduces the same antithesis as we
have supposed the words to imply ; besides, the special signification

of T^ here, and at ver. 3, is opposed to such an interpretation ;
for

nothing was said before of giving such honour to the presbyters (as

the designation of age). That the injunction to bestow such an

honour does not indicate a post-apostolic period, may be seen from

Gal. vi. 6
;

1 Cor. ix. 14
;

1 Thess. v. 12. This is especially to be

given to the presbyters who labour in the word and doctrine. On
K07uaa> comp. iv. 10

;
1 Thess. v. 12. 'Ev denotes the object (Winer's

Gr., 48, a., p. 345) ;
word and doctrine will therefore be designa-

tions of the object ;
and in doctrine is added epexegetically, to de-

note the word as the doctrine which is to be communicated. De
Wette :

"
in word and doctrine the former including every dis-

course, the latter denoting properly instruction." It is evident that

the apostle here distinguishes between two kinds of ruling presbyters
those who labour in the word and those who do not. Both are

ruling presbyters, and from this it already appears that it is not lay

presbyters, as many have thought, that are here spoken of in con-

tradistinction to clerical presbyters ;
for by TrpoeoT&Teg -npeoftv-spoi

can be understood only presbyters merely as they are already known
to us. It is therefore not at all necessary to look for still another

special emphasis in nomtivres : those who labour hard, in contradis-
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tinction to those who do not
;
for /comao) denotes here as elsewhere

the laborious calling of the teacher in itself. Compare the remarks

made by Rothe in opposition to this arbitrary distinction, a. a. 0.,

p. 223, seq. If Dr. Baiir can perceive, in the circumstance of its

being here represented as desirable that the presbyter should be at

the same time a teacher, the transition to the presbyters of the later

constitution in which teaching was the principal thing that belonged

to the calling of the presbyter (Constitt. ap. III. 20), we, on the

other hand, perceive in this circumstance (comp. on iii. 2
;

Tit. i. 9,

and the Gen. Introd., 4), with Neander, a mark of the later apos-

tolic period (Nean. a. a. 0. I., p. 259, seq.) And we have nothing
to object to the remark,

" that we must here already suppose the

existence of a college of presbyters in one and the same large con-

gregation ;" nay, we see in this a proof of the correctness of our

view (Gen. Introd., 3). But when Dr. Baur further infers from

these premises that,
"
although in these epistles the Trpeaftvrepos, in

respect of the office, is still identical with the i-miano-nos" we must

notwithstanding suppose here that there was a Trpe<T/Jvrepo^ besides

the eTua/coirof, and that the writer omitted to speak of the TTpeo(3v-

repo<; along with the imoKo-no^ already in chap. iii. only because he

would be able to speak of him in chap, v., we reply, that the latter

assertion is altogether groundless, because chap. v. treats of ecclesi-

astical persons in quite a different respect from chap. iii. (where it

is the qualifications for office that are spoken of), and that the whole

reasoning consists again merely of taking for granted the thing to be

proved. For, as little can it be inferred from the distinction made
between presbyters who teach, and those who do not, as from the

existence of a college of presbyters, that besides these there was an

kmanoTtos,
"
although in respect of his office identical with the pres-

byter."

Yer. 18. By way of confirming what he has said, the apostle
now further refers to the words of the Old Testament, Deut. xxv. 4,

as he does at 1 Cor. ix. 9
; comp. the Comm. on the passage. The

words, and the labourer is worthy of his hire, are nowhere to be

found in the Old Testament, but we find the same maxim in Luke
x. 7 and Matth. x. 10, with the difference only of rjfr 7rpo(/% instead

of niodov. That the apostle intends by i\ ypafa] in our passage some-

thing else than the Old Testament, is inconsistent with the fact,
that this phrase is uniformly employed by the apostle to denote the

Scriptures of the Old Testament, Rom. ix. 17 ;
Gal. iii. 8, 22, etc.

If he had intended to confirm this saying by an authority, he would
have appealed, as in Acts xx. 35

;
1 Cor. ix. 14, to the Lord, and

not to the gospel of his helper, Luke, including this along with the

Old Testament under 1} ypa^, as if this gospel had already at that

time been acknowledged as an integral portion of the ypa^. The
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words, as tlie scripture saitli, are therefore not to be connected with

this citation, and Calvin is right when he says,
" he cites as it were

a proverbial saying which common sense dictates to all. In the

same manner as Christ also when he said the same thing, declared

nothing more than a sentiment approved by the consent of all."

Yer. 19. The apostle here enjoins upon Timothy a further rule

to be observed in his conduct towards the presbyters as distinguished

from others : he is to receive no accusation against them except be-

fore two or three witnesses. According to the context, it can only
be presbyters in the ecclesiastical sense that are spoken of. What
the apostle here prescribes was already prescribed in the Old Testa-

ment, as a rule to be observed in judicial proceedings generally ;

comp. Deut. xvii. 6, xix. 15. On the application of this part of the

law is founded the passage in 1 John v. 6, seq. ;
the apostle writes

in 2 Cor. xiii. 1, that he will act on this principle, and that in every
case (nav p^ua, etc.) ;

and our Lord himself adverts to this scripture

of the Old Testament in Matth. xviii. 16
;
John viii. 17.*

"
But,"

asks De Wette, "is Timothy not to observe the same rule of justice
also in regard to the' accusation of others ?" I apprehend that an

accusation brought before Timothy cannot properly be placed in the

same category with those to which that rule in Deut. xix. 15 ex-

tends. If what was necessary was not so much to punish in the

judicial sense, as to admonish and set right, why ought not Timothy
to receive the accusation also without two or three witnesses. If, on

the contrary, the accusation was of such a kind as to call for a

judicial punishment, I do not think that the p) napade^ov in our

passage excludes the application of the Old Testament rule also in

the case of others. Only, with reference to a presbyter, an accusa-

tion in general is then only to be received when several witnesses

come forward against him. The presbyter when most faithful in

the discharge of the duties of his office, and most earnest in his

efforts to convince the gainsayers (Tit. i. 9), would precisely then

be most exposed to false accusations on the part of such as thought
themselves injured by him. How prejudicial to the dignity of the

office, how obstructive to the efficient discharge of its duties, how

paralysing to the zeal of those intrusted with it, how morally inju-
rious to such accusers themselves, if they were listened to ! And
were not those presbyters men to whose Christian and moral charac-

ter the church in which they had lived, and from which they had
been taken, must have borne a favourable testimony ? How em-

phatically does the apostle insist on such a testimony (dveyK^rjro^

dveni^rjnrog, Tit. i. 6
;

1 Tim. iii. 2, seq.) ! It would have been

both unwise and unjust to have made such a man the victim of

* Huther thinks that the sense of the passage is this : Timothy is not to receive an

accusation alone, but in the presence of others; of which Heb. x. 28 affords no proof.
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the selfish accusations which any one might bring against him.

The pastor of our own day is certainly not the presbyter in the

apostolical sense ;
not taken from the church itself over which he is

called to preside, not approved by his previous life among the peo-

ple, not marked out for the office by them as having been found

worthy from the proof of his moral and Christian character, in gen-

eral, called to the office far less (and indeed generally too little) from

regard to his christiauly moral qualities he cannot lay unqualified

claim to the privilege implied in the rule laid down in our passage.

On the other hand, it is not to be denied, that the office being sub-

stantially identical with that of the presbyter, there is still the same

possibility of unjust accusations, and the same injury to the office,

the accused, and the accusers, will follow in the case of such charges

finding a ready hearing. These two things, then, must be taken

into account on the one hand, the difference between that period

and the present, on the other, the substantial sameness of the office

in order rightly to estimate the manner in which this rule laid

down by the apostle is to be applied in the present time. On -rrapa-

dfyeadai cornp. similar compounds, Mark iv. 20
;
Acts xxii. 18. In

the former passage there is an express difference between daoitiv und

napadtxsaOai (to enter into). 'EKTO? el
\LI] used again by the apostle

only at 1 Cor. xiv. 5, xv. 2
;

on the fulness of this expression,

comp. Winer's Gr., 65, 3, p. 533. On bri, Winer's Gr., 47, g.

p. 335.

Ver. 20 treats of what is to be done to those members of the

church who fall into sin. They are to be rebuked before all, that

others also may fear. The words, them that sin, are not, as is gen-

erally done, and as Olshausen also does, to be referred to the pres-

byter, ver. 19, but ace to be understood generally, of all members
of the church who sin. In the former case the change of number
would be unsuitable

;
we should expect rather that the apostle

would say : but if he has sinned, or if he is convicted. And how
should the apostle, who in ver. 19 has expressed so high an opinion
of the presbyters, proceed forthwith to say in ver. 20 : them that

sin, etc.? And, at all events, had there been any such antithetical

relation between vers. 19 and 20, the particle dt- would have been
used

; comp. other passages connected in this way, as 1-8, 9-15
;

vi. 1, seq.; while this particle is always wanting where there is evi-

dently a transition to something new, vers. 3, 9, 17, 19, 21, 22
;

vi.

1, 3, 17. Finally, as De Wette has already observed, ver. 22 is

against this interpretation (comp. infra). Them that sin, says the

apostle without any limitation
; such, however, lies in the miiure of

the thing ; comp. Matth. xviii. 15-17 (only the last mentioned case

comes here into consideration), 1 Cor. v. 9-13. As in the passage
last adduced, so also in the one before us, it is not an immediate ex-
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elusion that is spoken of, but only a rebuke before the church a

public disclosure, and a conviction accompanied with a rebuke (comp.
Harless on Eph. v. 11-13). Not until this rebuke was not received

(if he shall neglect to hear. Matth. xviii. 17), or produced no fruit,

was the sinful person to be excluded, as those passages shew. Be-

fore all and others, are therefore not to be understood of the as-

sembly of the presbyters, but of the church. The moral effect of

this rebuke with respect to all is, that they are to fear
;
the exhibi-

tion which is thus made of the judicial strictness of the law is de-

signed to make an impression OM their consciences, so that they may
feel a salutary fear of their own sins, and may work out their salva-

tion withfear and trembling.

Ver. 21. 'The reading here varies
;

still there can be no doubt

that icvpiov is to be omitted before XpioTov 'Irjaov, and that the true

reading is not rrpoaic^aiv but -npoonkiaiv comp. Tischendorf, De
Wette. The solemn protestation with which the observance of the

rule just laid down is enjoined upon Timothy, is similar to that in

2 Tim. iv. 1. kianaprvpopai = obtestor, obsecro, to conjure with en-

treaty ; comp. Luke xvi. 28 ; the word is used elsewhere by the

apostle, 1 Thess. iv. 6
; comp. also Eph. iv. 17, and Harless on the

passage. The sense of the whole is, as Chrysostom observes : juap-

rvpa aAc3 rov Oebv ical rbv vlbv avrov
}
etc. They will testify against

thee if thou actest contrary to what is enjoined upon thee. Bengel
well : reprsesentat Timotheo suo judicium extremum, in quo Deus
revelabitur et Christus cum angelis coram conspicietur. This is the

most natural interpretation of the additional words, the elect angels.

Comp. Jos. B. J. II. 16, 4 : ^taprvpofiat . . . rov^ lepovg dyyeXovq
Qeov* Schleiermacher was the first to stumble at this expression,
t/cAeK-oi d'yyeAoi, and he thinks it strange that the man who is so

very zealous against the genealogies and profitless questions should

here recognize special ranks of angels, as is evident from his using
the article. Nothing, however, can be certainly inferred from the

use of the article here, although Leo lays weight upon this
;
for if

the writer intends to denote the entire company of the angels,
he could not do this without the article

; comp. Winer's Gr.,

18, 1. The only question then will be, can EtcXsKToi be applied as

an epithet to the angels generally, in contradistinction to other

creatures, or only in contradistinction to other angels, whether it be

to the angels that fell, 2 Pet. ii. 4, or only to those of a lower rank,
which last view would be supported by passages such as 1 Thess. iv.

16
; Eph. i. 21

; Col. i. 16 (Leo comp. also Harless, a. a. 0., p. 112,

seq). Against the latter interpretation as a whole, as it appears to

me, it may be objected that, according to it, the epithet t'K/le/rrot has

no proper meaning. For if it is used to denote the good angels in

* Huther
;
because the throne of God is encompassed by angels.
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opposition to the bad, it is then quite superfluous ;
for the ayyeAo* are

understood to be the good angels, without any such epithet ;
and

in the other case it is difficult to see why only the angels of a higher

rank should be taken as witnesses
; chiefly, however, against this

interpretation is the unsuitableness of the expression KK^EKTUV,

which is certainly not explained by a reference to the distinction in-

dicated in Eph. i. 21, etc. Could a portion of the angels be desig-

nated as not chosen, according to the usual signification of this

word ? I therefore agree with those expositors who understand

iKtenToi as a general epithet of all d,he angels, just as much so as

holy angels, angels of light, etc. Com p. Calvin : electos vocat

angelos, non tantum ut a reprobis discernat, sed excellentia? causa,

ut plus reverentias habeat eorum testimonium. So also Bengel,

Matthies, Bottger (p. 166); Olshausen, too, decides for this inter-

pretation. With respect to the participation of angels in the events

that take place on the earth, comp. on Luke xv. 10 ;
1 Cor. iv. 9, etc.

Baur's reference to the r/At/awTot rov ouTrjpos ayyeAot, and the like,

among the Gnostics, is accordingly altogether superfluous. Thus

the apostle conjures Timothy to observe this rule without prejudice,

doing nothing from partiality. The ravra is referred to, vers. 1-20,

17-20, vers. 19 and 20, and to ver. 20 alone. I refer to De Wette,
who has defended the last interpretation in opposition to the others,

and as it appears to me justly ;
for it is difficult to see why ver. 21

should have been placed between vers. 20 and 22, if what is said in

ver. 20 needed no such emphatical enforcement. Upoicpifia is the

Latin prayudicium, properly what is fore-judged, a preconceived

opinion, prejudice. According to Leo, it corresponds to npoKpivetv

nvd nvog, and signifies preference, which would do well enough if

it were irpoicpicng ;
but it cannot be proved that this signification be-

longs to TrpoKpipa. Planck and others have already said what is ne-

cessary in opposition to Schleiermacher
; corap. also our remarks on

ver. 14. UpooKktms, not rcpooK^mg which scarcely yields any sense

(comp. Leo, De Wette, Matthies), occurs only here
; comp., however,

TTpooeicXidr), Acts v. 36. Kara npoaich. = partium studio ductus,
Wahl.

Ver. 22.
"
Lay hands suddenly on no man, and be not partaker

of other men's sins. Keep thyself pure." On this follows the

advice, ver. 23, drink no longer water, and in vers. 24 and 25, the

statement that neither the sins nor the good works of men can re-

main hid. The connexion of the ideas for some such there must
be is here difficult, and its discovery is left over entirely to the

reader. No wonder that Schleiermacher, according to his general

opinion of this epistle, finds here "an extraordinary confusion."

With regard, first of all, to ver. 22, it cannot be understood of the
* Also Huther,

" The angels as objects of the Divine lovo," 1 Pet. ii. 4.
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ordination of presbyters. This would do only in the case of ver.

20 referring to the presbyters (comp. above); but even then it

might be objected to this interpretation that such an injunction is

not in its right place here, but belongs to chap. iii. (Baur), that

there, in fact, what is necessary to be said respecting the conditions

of appointing to office, has already been said, and more exactly
than here, and that according to the qualifications there laid down
the case here indicated in the words, be not partaker, etc., cannot

well be supposed in reference to a presbyter, as De Wette has also

observed. If the transition has already been made at ver. 20 from

the presbyters to the members of the church generally, then ver. 22

can also only be understood of receiving into the Christian fellow-

ship in general, or of restoring to this fellowship those who had

fallen. I prefer the latter view, with De Wette, from regard to ver.

20, and on account of the be not partaker, etc. Ver. 20 does not

indeed treat of exclusion from the church
;
but the eAeyt? there is

the next step to this (comp. Matth. xviii 17), and the words, be

not partaker, etc., evidently find a more natural explanation in ac-

cordance with this supposition. Meanwhile I admit that I do not

regard these reasons as decisive. Olshausen has assented to that in-

terpretation of this verse, which is the most ancient, and which is

still the common one, according to which it is understood of ordina-

tion. On the laying on of hands, comp. on iv. 14. According to

the view which we have taken, it is to be supposed that this laying
on of hands was repeated on the restoration of any one to church

fellowship, which was certainly the practice at a later period ; comp.
the proofs of this in De Wette. Baur explains the passage princi-

pally of the restoration of heretics, of which he adduces examples
from a later period which involve, however, no proof whatever

against the apostolical character of our passage. On
fj-f)

Chrysostom observes : TroAAa/ctf Trepians^dfievos KOI a/cpt/ScD

Be not partaker : Timothy adopts the sins which he overlooks, he

becomes a partaker of these sins, inasmuch as he does not place
himself towards them in the attitude of a rebuker. On the dative,

comp. Winer's Grr., 30, 8, p. 180. Zeavrbv ayvbv rijpei : here, as

De Wette rightly observes, oeavrov is placed first with emphasis ;

it forms the antithesis with, be not partaker of other men's sins.

For this very reason the clause cannot be explained to mean : keep

thyself pure from such sins, but : thyself keep pure ;
for in order

to be able to rebuke the sins of others, Timothy must above all be

pure himselft Thus the subject turns to the person of Timothy,
as ver. 23 also shews

;
a circumstance which it is also of import-

ance to observe in reference to ver. 24, seq. 'Ayvog is therefore not

to be taken in the special sense = chaste, but = pure, as at 2 Cor.

vii. 11 : vi. 6.
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Ver. 23. The words, keep thyself pure, as addressed to Timothy
personally, have prepared the way for the transition to what is said

in this verse
;
but this

" medicinal advice," nevertheless appears on

this account very strange. What is there in the words keep thyself

pure, that could lead the writer even by any association of ideas to

this counsel ? This association will be found to be nut so remote

when those passages are called to mind, iii. 3, 8, in which the apos-
tle insists on moderation in the use of wine by a presbyter or dea-

con, chiefly, however, that which contains the warning against

bodily service, iv. 8. Timothy may have been ascetically strict in

this point to an improper degree ;
ver. 23 would thus be a limita-

tion of the words, keep thyself pure, in ver. 22. With respect to

abstinence from wine, one has only to call to mind the Nazarenea

of the Old Testament, Num. vi. 1-21
;
the Essenes, Luke i. 15

;

Rom. xiv., in order easily to understand how there might be an

ascetical tendency in this direction in the apostolic period ;
and we

by no means, therefore, need to suppose in the words any opposition
to the Gnostics of the second century (Baur). Thus also does

Olshuusen understand the connexion, and so do many of the more

ancient and more modern commentators, comp. Leo, De Wette.
The passage, therefore, will not deserve to be characterized as " an

awkwardly introduced particularity" (Schleiennacher). 'TdpoTroreo),

not aquam bibo, as Wahl, vdup mve.iv
; but, to be a water drinker

= to drink only water, comp. Winer's Gr., 55, 8, 442. On
use a little wine, Chrysostom says :

" as much as is needful for

health, not for luxury." Timothy's state of body is assigned as the

reason of this advice : for his stomach's sake and his frequent in-

dispositions.

Ver. 24, seq., follow again without any indication of the connexion.

Do they belong to the warning against making himself partaker of

other men's sins, or to the keep thyself pure, and ver. 23 ? For the

determination of this point, we have in what precedes no further

clue than is given in the circumstance, that the apostle seems in the

word oeavrov to have made the transition to the person of Timothy ;

the point must therefore chiefly be determined by the sense of the

verses themselves. The apostle specifies in ver. 24 two kinds of

sins
;
those which are manifest and those which follow after; those

which are manifest are further explained iu the words going before
to judgment. The opposition here then is, between sins that are

open = going before, and sins that are hid = following after, as is

evident also from ver. 25, where in like manner (waavrw^), the good
works are divided into those that are manifest and those that are

otherwise, by which latter, as Schleieruiacher has already observed,
are not to be understood such as are the opposite of good but of

manifest, so that of both kinds it is said, that they are brought to
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light ;
those which are manifest are so already, and those that are

otJienoise cannot be hid. The sense, therefore, can only be this

the sins, as also the good works, cannot remain hid in the judgment,
the only difference being that some (sins as well as good works) go

before, others follow, or, according to ver. 25, some are before the

eyes of all, others are not, but shall then be made manifest. Hpodr]-

Aof only here and at Heb. vii. 14. One may judge whether the

family to which the word belongs, drjXog, etc, is in a great measure

strange to the apostle (Schleiermacher) on comparing 1 Cor. xv. 27 ;

Gal. iii. 11
;
1 Cor. i. 11, iii. 13

;
Col. i. 8, That Trpd, as used by

the apostle elsewhere, is never without meaning (Schleiermacher)

may be true enough ;
but that it must always, when used by him

in these compounds, mean "
before/' is a groundless assertion

;

comp. for example only ?rpoypa0w, Gal. iii. 1, 7rpotoTiyj,i }
and the

like. Moreover, many expositors take rrpdctyAof here in the sense
" manifest beforehand," against which comp. De Wette on the pas-

sage. I agree with him in the opinion that irpodrjXog is here to be

taken in the common acceptation as an intensified <J?JAof, the same
as at Heb. vii. 14 (the Trpo, intendens, in like manner as propalam).

For, looked at more closely, the word 7rpdd?/Ao in the sense "
open

beforehand," i. e.,
before thejudgment, would give no suitable mean-

ing, as the opposite of this would be "
open afterwards," after the

judgment, which cannot be what is here meant. The apostle rather

conceives of the judgment as the goal towards which all sins and

good works are proceeding : some before their owner, others after

him
;
some before the eyes of all, others hid

; there, at the judg-

ment, they come all to light, it matters not whether hitherto they
have been open or hid. De Wette is therefore right in maintaining,
that the opposition between before and after comes in first with

TTpodyovaai, and that the judgment denotes the point aimed at, not

in respect of time, but of place. Hpodyav to go before, as

heralds
;
therefore crying sins, which accuse their owner, or rather

their slave. Tial <5e opposed to nv&v : the other kind of sins. Of
these he says, i-nanoXovQovaLv, an expression especially opposed to the

Trpodyovaai ; in special reference to Trpd^Aot, it can therefore not

mean,
"
open afterwards," as the opposition to irpody. elg Kpiotv shews,

but something like Kpvnrai ;
if the apostle had used this expression,

however, he must have here also added (comp. ver. 25) Kpvfitivai

ov dvvarai
;
but all this is concisely expressed in KTraKokovdovcrtv

J

sc., to judgment. These sins do not go beforehand, loudly accus-

ing ;
but they come also to judgment ;

the difference is only, that

they follow their owner. This not merely is to be so in the judg-

ment, but it i* so, according to the words of the apostle. How can

it be here said, with De Wette, that observations are here made re-

specting the various ways in which one can perceive the actions of
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men ? The apostle plainly says that in the itpiai$ everything comes

to light.

Ver. 25. This is fully evident from ver. 25. The particle &aav-

TWf places this other case of the good works on a level with the

former. The same is true of these the good works also are mani-

fest, and those that are not, namely, not manifest, cannot remain

hid. Some are already open to the eyes of all, others will be open.

When this is to be, is shewn by the relation of this verse to ver. 24

namely, in the icpioig. And what is this pf in which all good
and evil works, all crying and secretly following sins, all open and

hidden works of godliness come to light ? The question thus put

and we are at liberty to put it in no other form can be satisfacto-

rily answered only by reference to the Divine judgment (the just

judgment (Kpimg) of God, 2 Thess. i. 5). So also Schleiermacher.

On the other hand, the most of commentators, understanding ver.

22 to refer to the ordination of presbyters, take this KP'HHC to mean

the trial preceding the election of these office-bearers. Apart,

however, from what has been said on ver. 22, npim<; is an unsuitable

expression for doKi^d^iv (iii. 10), and it must first be shewn that this

word is so used in the New Testament. Further, the whole passage
would then properly belong to the 3d chapter. Moreover, the gen-
eral form in which the sentiment is expressed, is inconsistent with

this interpretation ;
it is good works and sins in general that are

spoken of (comp. ver. 25) ;
how could it in this case be said that they

go before to judgment, or follow after, if it is the trial previous

to being chosen as presbyter that is meant ? And do all sins and

virtues really come to light in this trial ? And what relation then

has this idea namely, that all comes to light to the words, lay
hands suddenly on no man, be not partaker of other men's sins.

'

It

does not intimate how Timothy is to act (De Wette); the relation

must rather be traced, as Leo does, thus : it is shewn how much
need there is of circumspection and consideration in the laying on

of hands, or with Mack : how the application of the necessary cau-

tion will protect the church from unworthy ministers. But Leo's

interpretation is founded on an incorrect understanding of the rial

de Kal tiraKoXovOovoiv, which cannot mean (comp. above): admoti jam
muneribus, quales revera sunt coguoscuntur ;

and so also is Mack's

view, which assigns to the words this signification : they follow after,

so that they can remain hid only from precipitancy and frivolity,

which, as De Wette has already observed, neither affords a definite

antithesis to TrpodT/Aot, nor corresponds to ver. 25 (comp. above). De
Wette's interpretation is not much better, according to which ver.

* Huther understands it of the judgment passed by others quite generally. The
sense then will be : Timothy is to be cautious in reference to ver. 23.

f The passages adduced by Planck do not prove this.
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22 is explained of restoration to the fellowship of the church, and

in reference to this, ver. 24 is understood of the moral judgment

pronounced by the church
; for, apart from every other considera-

tion, it is not true that everything good as well as had comes to

light in this judgment, nor can it be seen what end the sentiment

was designed to serve, as it contains neither a direction as to the

right procedure, nor an admonition to caution. Hence also De

Wette, instead of referring erra/coA. to el$ icpiaiv as that to which it

is opposed, namely, -npoay. dg Kpiaiv, shews he ought to do takes

it quite indefinitely :

" there are some whose sins are known after-

wards when they have passed over their (longer or shorter) way."
What way then ? According to the preceding, it can only be the

way to the Kpioig. And how can t-7ra;oA., if it is not referred to the

apiac, signify : they are afterwards known, seeing that, on the con-

trary, from its being opposed to Trpd^T/Aoi, it can only mean : they
are hid ? And the whole of ver. 25 is superfluous on the supposi-
tion that it refers to the laying on of hands, ver. 22, in whatever

sense this is taken. If vers. 24 and 25 accordingly can be understood

only of the Divine judgment, it may be asked in what connexion

does this stand with what precedes ? The reasons for referring

vers. 24 and 25 exclusively to ver. 22, lay hands suddenly, etc., fall

to the ground when it is understood, that it is neither the trial for

the election of presbyters, nor the moral judgment of the church,
of which they speak. The words are to be referred, then, rather to

Timothy himself, of whom the apostle has been led to speak. He
has been admonished to keep himself from the sins of others as well

as from his own sins. This admonition is then explained and en-

forced in vers. 24 and 25, in which it said, that there are not merely

open but also hidden sins, as well as open and hidden good works
;

but the one class as well as the other is made manifest in the light

of the judgment, only, that the one class go before as loud witnesses,
the other as silent ones follow. Ver. 23 is indeed inserted between

;

but I do not venture to guess here at any more strict connexion
;

it

could only be in this, that the apostle perceives even something im-

pure beneath that ascetical vdponoreiv}
which was practised by Tim-

othy. Schleiermacher, who justly dissents from Theodoret with his

elra rbv Trspl TT}g ^eiporoviag dva^afj,j3dvei Adyov on ver. 24, seq., and
refers ver. 24, seq., strictly to ver. 23, explains the sentiment thus :

the writer aims at consoling Timothy under his delicate health, by
holding up before him the consideration, that all good works are not

equally manifest through the rewards which they bring, but still

that they cannot always remain hid. But wherefore then ver. 24 ?

And not a word is here said of reward. And indeed the critical

authorship is but too apparent in the entire explanation. Olshausen

finds in ver. 24, seq., the idea : that nothing in the man can be al-

VOL. VI. 10
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together hid
;
on a careful consideration it will appear ;

he is then

for referring ver. 24 to the election of presbyters, and vers. 22 and

25 more to the person of Timothy, in which the apostle hints that

he knows well how faithful and zealous Timothy is a double refer-

ence which is certainly not admissible.

6. INSTRUCTIONS TO TIMOTHY WITH KEGARD TO SLAVES. WARN-
ING AGAINST THE DESIRE TO BECOME RlCH AFTER THE MANNER OF

THOSE WHO TEACH OTHERWISE. CHARGE TO BE ADDRESSED TO

THE RICH. CONCLUDING EXHORTATION.

(vi. 1-22).

" In the last chapter again you have want of connexion in abun-

dance," is the judgment expressed by Schleiermacher. On compar-

ing chap. vi. with chap, v., so much at least is self-evident, that the

directions which are there given to Timothy with regard to the dif-

ferent members of the church are here continued, and, in particular,

that it is the distinctions of civil rank that are here specified ;
first

of all, in vers. 1 and 2, that of the slaves, then, vers. 17-19, that of

the rich. Between these, in vers. 3-16, stands what certainly at first

sight seems strange, namely a description %
of the doctrines of those

who taught otherwise in their nature, their results, and their in-

most source in the disposition of their authors, vers. 3-5. One
feature only, however, is selected from the rest for farther applica-
tion and reflection to Timothy, namely, the avarice of these se-

ducers, and Timothy is warned against this, vers. 6-10, while in vers.

11-16, he is exhorted to follow after everlasting possessions, and
referred to the glorious appearing of the King of kings and Lord
of lords who only hath immortality. Accordingly, vers. 3-16 may
be viewed as a transition to ver. 17, seq., which go on to treat of the

right use to be made of riches
; the admonition to Timothy will

thus be inserted here precisely in the same way as at Tit. ii. 6-9

though more fully, or, as immediately before, at vers. 22 (the latter

half), between that verse and vi. 1. The concluding exhortation,
vi. 20-22, vindicates itself as a comprehensive summary of what

lay nearest the heart of the writer. If we come to this epistle with

not too high expectations respecting its method, and regard it as an
official letter to a confidential helper of the apostle, in which he

gives free expression to his feelings towards the person to whom he
writes (comp. the General Introduction, 4), we shall be very well

contented with such an arrangement as has been pointed out. With
respect to the alleged unfortunate compilation from the epistle to

Titus and the second to Timothy, it will suffice to refer, against

Schleiermacher, to Planck, p. 217, seq.
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Vers. 1 and 2. OF THE SLAVES. Comp. Tit. ii. 9 on the rea-

son of this so frequently occurring exhortation in the epistles of the

apostle. It shews itself, meanwhile, in the passage before us plainly

enough. "As many as are under the yoke as slaves" thus De Wette

rightly renders the words, taking dovkoi as the predicate ;
for the

distinction cannot be intended to be drawn between such slaves as

are under the yoke and such as are not. A slave is as such under

the yoke ;
the expression therefore does not imply harsh treatment,

for to this the following exhortation given in quite general terms

would not correspond ;
nor can it in itself mark the distinction be-

tween such slaves as serve heathen and such as serve Christian mas-

ters. The expression is rather used by the apostle in opposition to

the false ideas that were held on the subject of emancipation ;
who-

soever is under the yoke is to conduct himself according to this his

position. The term fyyo? used in this sense only here
; comp., how-

ever, Lev. xxvi. 13, and especially the expressions Srepofyyeiv and

ov&yog used by the apostle, from which it will be seen that this

figure is not strange to him. Of these the apostle says : they are

to count their masters worthy of all honour, that the name of Grod

and the doctrine be not blasphemed. One can easily conceive what

danger there was, lest the Christian slave should inwardly exalt

himself above his heathen master, and look down upon him. To
meet this danger there is here required of him not merely outward

subjection, but inward esteem
;

for this is the import of the expres-
sion

;
and from this feeling will spring spontaneously the right outward

conduct. "Idiog dea-rroTrjg, in like manner as 'idiog dvrjp = husband,

comp. Winer's Gr., 22, 7, p. 139. On the Iva
^77, comp. Tit. ii. 5,

in a positive form ii. 10. "Ovofia Oeov
;
with reference to the confes-

sion of the Christian. These masters are not to have it in their

power to say : what kind of god is the God of the Christians, if

those who confess him, etc.

Ver. 2 now treats of Christian slaves under Christian masters,
the apostle having had in his mind in ver. 1 Christian slaves under

masters who were not Christian, as appears from the words that the

name of God, etc. As to those a warning against exalting them-

selves above their masters is addressed, so to these is addressed with

the same propriety, a warning against falsely placing themselves on

a level with their masters.
"
Those, however, who have believing

masters are not to despise them because they are brethren, but they
are to serve them all the more, because they are faithful and be-

loved who receive the benefit." The sense of the whole then is :

such slaves are not to see, in the fact of their masters being their

brethren in Christ, a reason for despising them (for to place them-

selves on a level with those to whom they owe subjection is already
to despise them) ;

but they are rather to find in this circumstance a
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motive to serve the more, i. e., to do all the more what their posi-

tion as slaves lays upon them. It is represented as objectively true

that they are brethren, but it is a false inference from this that they

are to be despised ;
it rather follows that the slaves are to serve the

more. Instead of despising them, they are rather all the more to

serve them. MaAAov in opposition to the preceding, and, as the fol-

lowing on shews, is not = "
rather," but = "

so much the more."

On the sense of the following on there can hardly be any doubt. It

must certainly be the intention of the apostle to shew, in opposi-

tion to what precedes, how the truth expressed in they are brethren

lays under obligation to precisely an opposite conduct (comp. Schlei-

ermacher). What sense can be obtained by explaining the on, etc.,

thus : because the slaves who are devoted to their duty atefaithful
and beloved ? which in itself is a strange idea. Or thus : because

the masters who are studious to bestow benefits are faithful and be-

loved ? Or thus : because the masters who enjoy the favour =
%dpig (= are fellow Christians), are faithful and beloved ? And,
if we descend to particulars, much might be said against each

of these interpretations. How does evepyeaia come to have the

signification of Jtdpu; ? And why this strange circumlocution for

the simple KOIVUVOI -nfc %apn-o$-, which the words according to this

interpretation ought to express, but which they in reality do not

express ? And, as regards the interpretation mentioned before

this, can the expression ol 7% evepy. UVTIA. (= who are studious to

bestow benefits) be all at once applied as a principle to all Christian

masters ? And must not then el have been used instead of on ?

But d could certainly not have been used
;

for the apostle will not,

assuredly, make the performance of duty on the part of the slaves

to be dependent on any such condition, coinp. De Wette, Mack.
Commentators have allowed themselves to be misled by the expres-
sions evepyeoia and dvriXafiftdvea6at from the right interpretation,
which is furnished by the context itself. Already Schleiermacher

thinks we are not at liberty to suppose, that the expression evepyeoia
is used of slaves towards their masters. But why not, if by this is

to be understood a service all the more zealous as proceeding from
Christian love to the master as one who is a believer and beloved (hi
the sense of Rom. i. 7, beloved of God)? De Wette says well," the clause is parallel with the preceding, because they are breth-

ren .... only the subject which is there suppressed is here ex-

pressed, and it is so with reference to the service which is to be done
from a Christian motive (juaAAov), and which, as concisely denoted

by evepyeaia, is delicately indicated instead of being plainly said :

but they are the more to serve, and to perform their service with

good will (Eph. vi. 7) as a benefit, because those to whom they per-
form it are believers and beloved." There

is, moreover, in a gram-
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matical point of view, nothing to hinder our taking evepyeaia in its

general signification = " kind act," and thus referring it to the

pdhkov dovXeveiv (comp. Passow). The pUssage Acts iv. 9 is also no

proof against this.
'

AvTikanfldveoOai, however, occurs twice (Luke
i. 54 and Acts xx. 35), with the genitive of the person,

= to take

care of, and in connexion with the genitive of the thing (for exam-

ple, (ftikoaoQiag) it generally signifies
" to be diligently intent on a

thing ;" but the signification participem esse, percipere, is, as De
Wette remarks, perfectly consistent with the general use of the

word = percipere by the senses (comp. Passow), and is confirmed by
Eisner in a citation from Porph. de abstin. 1, 46 : p/re eodiuv TT^SIO-

vuv rjdov&v av-ikr^Krai. Or may we not suppose, that the apostle,

glancing at the reciprocal relation subsisting between the master

and the slave, and going back to the original signification of the

compound verb, uses dvnXapj3av6[ievoi in the sense " to receive in

return" in like manner as dvridu (comp. Passow)? This is not so

unlikely with Paul especially, who forms new compounds just as he

needs them. The oft-recurring ravra didaaice, comp. Tit. ii. 15
;
and

iv. 11, iv. 7 of our epistle, reminds us that we have before us epistles

addressed to fellow-teachers of the apostle.

Vers. 3-16. THOSE WHO TEACH OTHERWISE THEIR EAGERNESS

AFTER GAIN WITH RESPECT TO WHOM TIMOTHY IS WARNED AND
ADMONISHED. When we observe how the writer pauses at the

words, thinking that gain is godliness, ver. 5, and directs against
this the whole admonition that follows, we shall either have to

suppose with the critics, that it happens to him as to those " who

speak without motive and without call, and just because they have

no definite aim, are not able to come to a conclusion" (Schleier-

macher), and that therefore he is led by the words of ver. 5 to

make this diatribe against avarice
; or, on the other hand, that in

connection with the didaoite, and in opposition to it, he adverts

again to the teaching of other things, in order that while he pour-

trays to Timothy its frightful form as a whole, he may single out

and give prominence to one feature, that of the love of gain, and
warn Timothy especially against it. The opinion which any one

forms on this point will be determined by the impression which the

epistle makes upon him as a whole.* If Paul is the writer, we may
well conceive that erepodidaaKafal, as also De Wette and Leo

observe, stands in opposition to the foregoing didaanE, without

having to suppose that the apostle in this loses sight of his proper

* Leo (p. 57) notices the apostle's manner towards the end of his epistles solution

ordine singula cumulare praecepta. But chap. vL in no way differs in this respect from

the other sections of the epistle ;
the particular points are there handled, ver. 1, 2

;
3-16

;

17, seq., just in the same manner as those in the preceding parts. Leo's remark, how-

ever, is certainly applicable to the Pastoral Epistles as a whole.
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object in the mention of the tTEpodidaanatelv. It is certainly the

apostle's manner elsewhere to take up and pursue a word in this

way, and yet at the same time not to lose the train of thought as a

whole. Comp. Schleiermacher, p. 160, seq.
" If any one teach

differently, and consent not to the sound words of our Lord Jesus

Christ, and the doctrine which leads to godliness, he is surrounded

as with a fog," etc. EZ rig = "
every one who ;" a case is supposed

which already exists in concreto, i. 3, seq. The apostle then has

this definite form of the cTepodidaanafalv in view, and not a teaching

otherwise in general. The trepodidaoKahelv is to the apostle quite a

definite idea (comp. on i. 3) ;
from which it is at once apparent,

how he can with propriety in the apodosis of the sentence, which

certainly begins with Te-rixfaTai (De Wette), connect with the gen-

eral and hypothetical protasis d n$, etc., so definite a description

of the tTepoditiaanakelv according to its source and its results. That

this source and these results do not correspond to
"
every imaginable

heresy" (De Wette) is self-evident ;
the only question is, do they

correspond to the definite thing which is denoted by f-rrpofi. We
are therefore not at liberty, with Mosheim and Heydenreich, to un-

derstand Srepod. in strict opposition to ravra didaane as a teaching of

something different respecting this particular point (the slaves).

But that it is by no means "
heresy" in general (De Wette) that is

here spoken of, is evident from the following explanation of the

irepod. (comp on i. 3) : and consents not to sound words, etc.

Upoaepxcadat = accedere, to assent to
; comp. the proof for this

signification of the word in Leo. 'Ty. Aoyot = vy. did. Tit. ii. 1
;

by this is not meant heresy (comp. the remark on Tit. i. 9, ii. 1,

and on i. 3 of our epistle), but sound doctrine in opposition to that

of the seducers, which is unsound through profitless science and

moral weakness, as also De Wette himself admits, inasmuch as he

takes the expression to be synonymous with ?/
KCIT' evoepeiav didaa-

Ka/U'a. The opposition, therefore, is directly only that between a

doctrine which leads to godliness and one which has in it no power
of godliness. Comp. also the Gen. Introd. The very expression,
the doctrine which leads to godliness, is unnecessarily added in our

passage as a more especial explanation of the preceding ; comp. on
the expression our observations on Tit. i. 1, dfajdeta 77

/car' evatfteiav

= quae ad pietatem ducet (Leo).
Ver. 4. The apodosis begins with this verse, and not with d0ta-

raoo, ver. 5
;

all ground for the latter supposition, so unnatural in

itself, disappears when el TI$ t-epod. is rightly interpreted. Com-

pare, moreover, De Wette. Terv^rai = he is surrounded with

fog, comp. on iii. 6. This is further explained by firjdev imordfievos,
and in a positive form dAAd voativ, etc. De Wette gives rightly the

connexion of the thought thus : he is encompassed with proud con-



FIRST TIMOTHY VI. 5. 151

ceit, without at the same time understanding anything, etc. Such

persons are wanting in the knowledge of the truth which leads to

godliness, consequently in that knowledge which is wholesome
;
in

its place come fyrrioetg, questions of controversy, and Aoyojuo^mj,

verbal altercations, which do not lead to godliness, and thereby to

spiritual soundness
;
hence voaelv. This metaphor, and particularly

its use here, is explained by the peculiar form of this erepod. ; comp.
the Gen. Introd. Zrjr^aei^, controversial questions, comp. on Tit. iii.

9, and above, i. 4. Aoyo/uo^tai,= verbal altercations, de verbis magis

quarn de rebus (Calvin) ;
a controversy which can spring only from

selfishness, and not from love to the truth, as the results also show.

On Kepi as denoting the object about which,.so to speak, anything
moves = circa, comp. Winer's Gr., 49, I, p. 361. Leo and De
Wette are for understanding voaelv = "

to suffer in the mania for."

The opposition to t>y. 6iSaaK.aXia
} vyiaiveiv iv marei, Tit. i. 13, does

not point to such a meaning ;
the signification itself, however, is

dernonstrably correct. This is the state of mind belonging to those

who teach otherwise. The consequences of their questions and

word-strifes are then stated in the words that follow : t| &v yive-ai,

etc.,
= from which proceeds envy, dissension, slanders, evil sus-

picion, lasting contests of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the

truth, who look upon godliness as gain. The identity of the persons
here characterized with those elsewhere referred to in the epistles

is evident from the features in this description, comp. the Gen.

Introd., and on Tit. i. 14. By the (&cutyr#6tu. are to be understood

not blasphemies against God, but, as the other characteristics show,
mutual slanders

;
in like manner the vnovoiai TTOV. are to be taken

in the sense = malevolae de iis qui alias partes sequuntur ....

suspiciones (Leo.) The word occurs only here
;
vnovoeu frequently

in the Acts of the Apostles.

Ver. 5. Uapadiarpifiai is the common reading ;
the best accred-

ited (comp. Lachrnann, Tischendorf ) is Sumaparpifiai. On the signi-

fication, comp. Winer's Gr. 16, 4, B., p. 92 : the former= useless

disputations, the latter = lasting enmities, contests. That the

latter also corresponds better to the context inasmuch as vanse

disputationes have already been denoted by Aoyo/*. and it is strife

that is spoken of in the context has been shown by Leo in his ex-

cellent investigation of this word, p. 60. Olshausen too is of the

opinion here preferred. The inmost source of these pursuits in the

disposition of those men is then indicated in the words men of cor-

rupt minds, etc., substantially the same as in ver. 4, he is proud,
etc. The description is the same as elsewhere, comp. on 6iE<f>6. }

Tit

i. 15
;
on a-rreorep^iv^v^ etc., above on i. 19

;
Tit. i. 14. This last

predicate shows plainly that that teaching of other things, against
which Timothy is warned, did not emanate from those who from
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the first insisted on the Pharisaico-judaistic stand-point, but from

those who, after they had come into the possession of the true

knowledge, knew neither how to value nor preserve this possession,

in consequence of this deficiency, and thus were led into the by-

paths of a pretendedly deeper gnosis and higher ascetical holiness

of which they then made a trade. And if they were Jewish Christ-

ians (Tit. i. 10, etc., comp. the Gen. Introd.), it was most natural

that they should connect their secret wisdom with the Old Testa-

ment, after the manner of the Cabbala, the elements of which were

already in existence at that time. The sense of the passage before

us is that such were inwardly already destitute of the truth, for

the reception of whichthey had not enough of moral integrity ;
but

it by no means follows from this, that their doctrines must therefore

have bean heresies properly so-called. How far this inward desti-

tution had gone with them, is shown most clearly by the last

feature in the description, namely that they look upon and treat

piety as a means of gain, comp. Tit. i. 11. How very striking here

again is that which by many is always characterised as a defect,

namely, that so little is said by way of refuting the errors! Here

nothing more is necessary than a description of this pursuit setting

before us its source and its aim ; comp. the Gen. Introd. This last

feature it is which the apostle keeps in his eye, and which in my
opinion he had in view from the first, only he could not refrain from

holding up before Timothy, a complete picture of this teaching

against which he warns him. The last words of this verse, dQioraao

dnb T&V TOIOVTUV, are suspicious ; they are not found in A.D. CF.G.

17.67.**93. (comp. Tischendorf ), and were accordingly added in

order to mark the transition to the following warning in ver. 6.

The plural also, T&V TOIOVTUV, disturbs the connexion, as afterwards

at ver. 6 only one feature is brought into prominence. The most
recent critics have cancelled it.

In vers. 6-10 there follows the warning against such a love of

money; which, as ver. 11 shows, is also specially applied to

Timothy. It would be difficult to show how it could come into the

mind of a later writer, a disciple of Paul, belonging to the first or

the second century, to introduce into his forged epistle admonitions
such as this addressed to Timothy, irradiated as he would be with
the splendour of the apostolic time. The warning, however, and
afterwards the admonition, ver. 11, seq., is so tenderly and spar-

ingly expressed, that one has but to suppose, that the apostle did

not consider Timothy to be exalted above the reach of every temp-
tation of this kind, in order to feel noway disturbed in the convic-

tion of its apostolic origin. It is indeed not to be denied, that the
second epistle to Timothy, amid all the tenderness of its admoni-

tions, shows that there must have been on the part of Timothy, a

certain tendency to indolence and to shrinking from the conflict.
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Yer. 6. "Ecm de is opposed to the VO^OVTUV}
ver. 5,; but it is

really, etc.* But godliness with contentment is a great gain (=
means of gain) ; accordingly, in opposition to the preceding, that

godliness is meant which makes the heart contented, and which

banishes from the heart the thirst for perishing treasures inasmuch

as it offers higher treasures, and just in so far as it does this is it

great gain.f Leo cites similar sentiments to this from Seneca
;

this

difference, however, is well to be observed, that there contentment in

itself is called riches, here godliness with contentment; and thus

the heart amid every outward want is then only truly rich, not

merely when it feels no need of what it has not, but when it has

that which exalts it above what it has not. On avrdpKeia comp.
Phil. iv. 11.

In ver. 7 the words, ivith contentment, are confirmed by the sen-

timent that of earthly treasures we can take nothing away with us

from the earth. This sentiment is, however, itself represented as

an inference from another certain truth, namely that we have

brought nothing with us into the world, Job. i. 21
;
Eccles. v. 15.

Hamann, "-the earth makes no soul rich." A^Aov is wanting in

several codd., A.F.Gr. 17
;
I think with De Wette that for the sake

of the sense it should be received as genuine ;
Tischendorf also has

again received it. For, the principal idea must certainly be, that

we take nothing away with us
;
but without drjkov this would

appear as the reason of what goes before.

Ver. 8.
"

If, however, we have food and covering let us therewith

be content." The e^ovre? 6e is in opposition to the ovde e&v. n 6vv.

The expressions Siarpotyr) and GKenaopa are anal; Xejo^Eva in the New
Testament. Several commentators understand dwelling as included

in the aKerraafia ; certainly with reason, comp. Leo. On the con-

junctive which several codd. have here, comp. Winer's G-r., 13, i.

p. 70.

Ver. 9. In opposition to the contented, ver. 8, the apostle goes
on to say : but they who wish to be rich (povhopevoi, not 6ehovreg}

comp. Leo) fall into temptation and a snare, and many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. The

7Teipaa/j.6g, temptation to unjust gain, already in itself denotes a sin-

ful state (James i. 14), which contradicts the command not to let

ourselves be drawn away of lust. They do not stop, however, at

the temptation merely, but go also into the snare, the snare of the

devil, iii. 7
;
and the one sin becomes the fruitful parent of the

*
Eleganter et non sine ironica correctione in contrarium sensum eadem verbo retor-

quet. Calvin (Huther).

f De Wette thinks it wrong that the baseness implied in perverting what is holy into

a means of gain is not expressly rebuked. If the apostle had been rebuking those ad-

versaries, he would not have omitted this. But he is dealing with Timothy.
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others
;
with the one evil lust many others join themselves : for so

are the K-niOvpiat to be understood, as ver. 10 shows, in which the

sense of these words is confirmed by root of all evil, etc. 'Avoqroi

for this, and not dvovrp-ot, must be taken as the true reading,

comp. Tischendorf -and ft^aftepai, nuxie, are the epithets applied

to these lusts, foolish and noxious, noxious, namely, to those who

are ensnared by them
;
one has but to call to mind Eph. iv. 22,

&ri6vpuu rrjs Airdrr^ : they deceive unto death. But our passage

itself explains the epithet in the words ainve$, etc., which sink (the

word in its proper signification, Luke v. 7) men elg oteOpov KOI

aTruXeiav. By this is not meant destruction in the moral sense (De

Wette) for they are already in this, but destruction in the emphatic
sense in which d-n^teta is elsewhere used by the apostle, Rom. ix.

22
;

Phil. i. 28, etc.; oteOpo$}
however (used only by the apostle in

the New Testament, 1 Cor. v. 5
;

1 Thess. vi. 3
;

2 Thess. i. 9)

denotes destruction in general (as well temporal as eternal, coin p.

the passages) to which the more definite idea of dnuXeia ih added to

make it stronger. Olshausen understands ofedpog exclusively of

temporal destruction.

Ver. 10. That these are the consequences of desiring to be rich

is now confirmed, in like manner as at ver. 7, by a general, and as

it would seem proverbially acknuulnl-vd truth: for the love of

money is a root of all evil. When De Wette objects that an avari-

cious man may yet possess certain virtues, and also, that other lusts

may quite destroy a man, he stretches the sense of the words too

far : for in these no more is said, than that a germ of all evil lies in

the love of money, by which it is neither, on the one hand, main-

tained that all evil must manifest itself in every lover of money, nor

on the other hand, is it denied that there are other vices which like-

wise carry in them the beginnings of all evil. Fortunately, man is

inconsistent also in evil.
T

H$- nveg, etc. In proof of this sentiment,
the apostle mentions examples of those whom the love of money has

made to err from the faith. Much has been made of the impropri-

ety in the connection of fa opey., on the ground that the fakapyvpia
itself is an opefa. That the expression is inexact as //$ refers only
to the idea of money implied in the (ftikapyvpia is true

;
but it is

strange that any attempt should be made to draw from this impro-

priety a proof against the Pauline origin of the epistle. Analogous
examples, as Baumgarten has observed, are to be found in Rom.
viii. 24

;
Acts xxiv. 15, where t/uuY denotes at one time the hope,

at another the object of the hope. I think, with De Wette, against
Leo and Matthies, that it is incorrect to take opcyeaOai (comp. iii. 1

;

Heb. xi. 16)
= deditum esse. ^rr^XavijOrjoav, etc. (comp. Mark

xiii. 22), in a reflex signification ; they are turned away from the

faith. The open departure from the. faith is to the apostle the
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strongest proof of that assertion.
" And have pierced themselves

through with many pains." By these pains are to be understood

the gnawings of conscience, the harbingers of the future d-7ra>A,a,

ver. 9. The expression Trepiireipu only here
;
the same figure occurs

at Luke ii. 35. In the same manner as here it is used in Josephus,
B. J. III. 7, 31

;
Diodor. Sic. etc., comp. Leo, Wahl.

Ver. 11. The writer now passes to the positive side of the sub-

ject from the warning against desiring to be rich, to the exhorta-

tion to strive after the attainment of those possessions in which

alone true riches consist. The Christian is not required, on the one

hand, to renounce anything without having offered to him, on the

other, a rich compensation ;
that which he gives up for the sake of

Christ, he shall receive again in him an hundred fold, Matth. xix.

29
;
Mark x. 30. This positive side forms the specific character of

the Christian exhortation
; comp. on ver. 6. But thou the apostle

thus turns to Timothy man of God, flee this, and follow after

righteousness, piety, faith, love, patience, mildness. But thou, in

opposition to some, ver. 10. The whole of the following exhorta-

tion, not merely ver. 11, but vers. 11-16, does not extend beyond
what belongs to Christians in general, #nd accordingly has no refer-

ence to the special calling of Timothy. From this it will at once

appear that the title which is here given to Timothy, dvOp. rov 6eov
}

which certainly stands in a real connexion with the following exhor-

tation, is not to be referred to the official calling of Timothy, and

in this sense to be placed along with the O^N--^^ of the Old Tes-

tament (1 Sam. ix. 6, etc., comp. with 2 Pet. i. 21); this designa-
tion in reference to the prophet implies an allusion which is not

applicable to the 6iddoKa^o$ ;
the expression is not used differently

here from 2 Tim. iii. 17, and its sense is given in such passages as

Jam. i. 18 : dneKv^aav rj^}
etc. He who thus belongs to God as

his creature cannot regard the earthly as his highest good ; only the

man of this world can do so. But it also follows from the above

remark that ravra in the words ravra favye is not, as many think,

to be referred to vers. 3-10, but specially to the above-mentioned

fakapyvpia together with its results, ver. 10. The whole of the fol-

lowing exhortation, chiefly also vers. 15 and 16, -shews that the

apostle has this point in view (comp. infra), and ver. 17, seq.,

shews this in like manner, as De Wette has already observed.

.frequently used by the apostle in this sense, comp. on

v. 10. Aucaioavvr] in the same general sense as diitaitig,

Tit. ii. 12, where likewise diKai^ and evaeptis are connected
; comp.

on the passage. Special aspects of this are then denoted in the

following characteristics : faitt, love, patience (comp. on Tit. ii. 2),

mildness (= mansuetudo, comp. on Tit. iii. 2). We have but to

compare Matth. v. 5 in order to understand why these are here spe-
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cially mentioned. Qikapyvpia and Trpaorrj^ cannot exist together.

Instead of ^pa6ri]ra A.F.G., etc., have npavnddeiav which Tischen-

dorf has adopted (= meekness). On the omission of the article,

Winer's Gr., 19, 1, p. 109.

Ver. 12.
"
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,

to which thou art called and hast professed the good profession be-

fore many witnesses." Comp. 1 Cor. ix. 24, seq.; Phil. iii. 12, seq.

If we have the same author before us here as in these passages, then

here too he has in his mind the figure of the agonistic contests.

Leo admits that in the preceding verses it is Christian striving in

general that is spoken of, but he finds in ver. 12 a transition to

those qualities which more immediately belong to a minister of the

church. I can see nothing of this, and the comparison of the pas-

sages just adduced, as also 2 Tim. iv. 7, likewise shews nothing of

the kind, and by KVTO^, ver. 14, is to be understood even accord-

ing to Leo the Christian commandment in general. We have here

therefore not to do with Timothy as an evangelist, but as an indi-

vidual, as also De Wette perceives ; only that he from his critical

point of view draws from this another objection against the author,

as if nothing of a purely personal nature could properly find a place

in this epistle. At the expression emka0ov rijg aiwv.
.,

Schleier-

macher has taken offence on the two following grounds : 1, because

Paul never uses the word elsewhere, and it occurs here twice in

immediate succession to which we have already replied in the

General Introduction with examples from other epistles ;
and 2, be-

cause it is strange to find the imperative in connexion with Zcrfs

aluvtov, inasmuch as eternal life can only be expected from God.

This objection will disappear if only we keep in view the words,
"
in and through the fight ;" for to him who faithfully fights, eternal

life is sure as the crown of victory. Comp. Winer's Gr., 43, 2, p.

279 :

" the tmX. rfc Swjfr is to be represented as the result of the

conflict, but as the thing which is to be striven after, and t-rrcA. does

not signify to obtain, to receive
;
the asyndeton is not without effect."

In the expression d$ i]v t/cA?/^ (at after f^v is to be cancelled,

comp. Tischendorf ) the figure is not to be retained
;

it is quite the

same here as at Phil. iii. 14 (comp. on the passage and De Wette on
the present passage). Leo and others are for referring dg i\v also to

what follows, but the reference would not be homogeneous, and the

u>/jo/lo. does not need it. De Wette is therefore right when he says,
that KOI cfyioA. is simply placed co-ordinately with the preceding. All
that is necessary to account for the use of the expression 6p>Aoyv
djtioAoytav maybe found in the writings of Paul, as Schleiermacher him-
self acknowledges ;

but the naXi] fyi.,-as he thinks, looks very strange.
It must be supposed that the words 6fi. K. ty., as they stand so closely
connected with the KnMflrfi>3 denote a particular fact, as does also



FIEST TIMOTHY VI. 12. 157

the expression dpo^oyia Xpiorov. This is unquestionably true
;
and

he who does not wish to know more than can be known, may learn

from the passages, i. 18, iv. 14, and 2 Tim. i. 4, to what fact he is to

refer this fytoAoym. Comp. Matthies, p. 417. In those passages, it

is true, only the laying of hands on Timothy and the prophecies

concerning him are spoken of; the passage before us supplements
those statements in precisely the same way as 2 Tim. i. 6 supple-
ments 1 Tim. iv. 14, and this again 1 Tim. i. 18. If there, it is the

calling of Timothy, and here his personal character and conduct

which the apostle has especially in view, it will at once be evident,

why here it is the 6/ioAoyta, and there the im6eai$ and the Trpo^T/rem,

which the apostle holds up before him. If due attention then be

given to the difference in the context (comp. also Bottger a. a. 0.,

p. 12, seq.), no reason will appear for going beyond the allusion

which we find in other passages to Timothy's entrance on his offi-

cial calling ;
no reason, therefore, for supposing any allusion to his

baptism, still less to a confession made by him before his enemies in a

time of persecution, to which indeed, apart from every other con-

sideration, the expression fyi r. aa^.
b\i. does not well correspond

(comp. Leo and also De Wette). If any one thinks that this ex-

pression
" savours of a later date," he must just be allowed to think

so
;
there is nothing in it at which any one can justly find reason to

stumble. This confession is called good, not on account of the

prompt courage with which Timothy made it, but on account of its

import ;
it is the Christian confession as such that is meant ;* only,

this must not be supposed to imply any definite formula
; comp. on

the following verse, ver. 13.
" The exhortation rises as in ver. 21

;

2 Tim. iv. 1, to a solemn protestation," De Wette. I give thee

charge the apostle writes in the sight of Glod, who keeps all

things alive, and Christ Jesus, who under Pontius Pilate witnessed

the good confession, that thou keep the commandment without spot,

unrebukeable, etc. It is of importance here to decide whether the

reading is faoyovovvrog or fao-rroiovvroc;. The codd. A.D.F.Gr., etc.,

are in favour of the former (comp. Tischendorf); it is also easier

evidently to account for the more common &OTTOIOVVTO<; having arisen

out of faoyovovvrog, which occurs again only twice, Luke xvii. 33

and Actavii. 19, than vice versa to account for the latter having
arisen out of the former. Further, as faoyovelv in the Scripture

phraseology, both of the Old and New Testament (comp. Leo), is

= vivum conservare, such a sense might seem to involve a difficulty

when compared with Kom. iv. 17, etc. In fine, ra -ndvra is also in

favour of faoyovovvrog, for &OTTOIKLV rd -ndvra can nowhere be shewn
in the sense of raising to life. If, accordingly, we take the reading
to be uoyovovvro$ ra -navra, we shall not find in the words an allu-

* So also Huther assigning its proper force to the article.
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sion to the resurrection, but only to the all-preserving power of

God. The apostle here points Timothy to the present manifesta-

tion of the power and glory of God, as afterwards at ver. 14, seq.,

to the future revelation of this, in order to encourage him the man
Of G d to the right conduct, ver. 14. He belongs to him who

bears and preserves all
; by him has he been called to eternal life on

condition of faithfully fighting the fight of faith
;
how should lie

depart from him who is the Lord of all life, and turn again to that

which is naught ? Those who adopt the common reading ywoTrotovj'-

rof (De Wette and others), find in the words encouragement not to

shrink from death in the cause of Jesus Christ. But, as we have

already seen, it is not the conduct of Timothy in his calling, that

is here spoken of, comp. vers. 11-13, 14. We must rather there-

fore connect $UOTTOIOVVTO$ rd, -navra with the exhortation to lay hold

on eternal life. ver. 12. Still less will that interpretation do, if \viih

Mack we take UOTT. = from whom is all life, and in whose hand the

life of every creature stands
;

in whicli sense the other reading is

decidedly to be preferred. Koi Xpiarov 'ITJOOV, etc. These words

also are variously interpreted. With respect, first of all, to the con-

struction, De Wette has rightly shewn in opposition to Mack and

Matthies, that rr\v Kahtjv 6/zoAoyi'ai> cannot be separated from fiap-

rvpTJaavrog and connected with TropayyeAAw : 1, the verb does not

correspond to this
; 2, r. aA. 6p. has nothing pointing back to this

verb
; 3, nor does the following idea. expressed by the t-vro/,//, which

is not implied in the 6/zoAoyta, agree with this. We must therefore

take [jiapr. and TT/V n. 6/u. together. What then is the sense ? It

has already been said of Timothy that he has made the good con-

fession, and on the ground of this he is in ver. 12, as also in ver. 14

exhorted to the right conduct. He does not need therefore an ex-

ample of a good confession, as is generally supposed in explanation
of this passage, for what is required of him is not to confess, but on

the ground of the confession made by him to keep the commandment.
And is it to be supposed, asks Matthies with reason, that what has

just been ascribed to Timothy, should now in so entirely similar a
form be predicted of Christ ? And why is not here also fyioAoyTj-

oav-og and not imp-vprjaavro^ ? Non differt papTvpeiv ri\v 6u. from

6/zoAoyeZv T?/V 6fi. }
observes Leo. But wherefore then the .rhan-v ?

And where else shall we find naprvpelv synonymous with tyioAoyetv ?

The former is everywhere = to testify, to bear witness to the truth

of a thing, the latter is always to confess, which has directly nothing
to do with the truth or untruth of a thing, but only with its rela-

tion to the person confessing, its acknowledgment or rejection by the

individual. Comp. only a passage such as Rom. x. 2, ix. 10, and it

will at once be seen, how widely the two expressions are distin-

guishable from each other. Thus then the words TOV fiapr. . . . n]v
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KoAr)v t>n. will mean not :

"
lie has laid down a good confession/' but,

"
testified, given testimony to its truth;" and Timothy who has

laid down this good confession, is accordingly referred here to the

certainty of this confesssion, in so far as Christ has given testimony
to it. Thus by the i\ nakrj dpokoyia, ver. 12 and ver. 14, is to be un-

derstood one and the same thing, namely, the Christian confession,

which is in itself good.* On this also will depend the interpreta-
tion which is assigned to ^aprvp^aavrog em II. II., which according to

the one view will be understood specially of the testimony of Christ

before Pilate (John xviii. 35, seq.; Matth. xxvii. 11), according to

the other, of the testimony to the truth in his sufferings and death,
tTT/ = under (comp. for this, passages in De Wette); the second of

these interpretations is accordingly to be preferred.

Ver. 14. Thus then Timothy being reminded that it is the

Lord of all life who hath called him, that it is a sure confession by
which he hath bound himself is exhorted to keep the command-
ment without spot, etc. We have as yet seen no reason to depart
from the supposition founded on ver. 11, that it is not Timothy's

calling which is here spoken of, but his personal conduct. How can

evroAr/ here signify munus demandatum (Bretschneider), or the

doctrine which is committed to him (De Wette), especially as the

word is without any pronominal reference back to Timothy ? And
as this signification does not agree with the context, so neither is

it grammatically well founded : for in the passage John xii. 20, KV-

rokrj avrov has the sense= " doctrine which has been laid down/'

only in virtue of its reference back to ver. 49. And in fine, rrjpelv

TTJV ivTohrjv has, according to constant usage, as Schleiermacher al-

ready observes (comp. Wahl on rrjpeiv), invariably the sense "
to ob-

serve, to obey a command/' There is no reason here for departing
from this the usual signification. 'EvroA?/ then is not the Christian

doctrine in general, but as Leo and others (Olshausen = all that

Christ hath commanded) understand it = the Christian doctrine in

its morally binding and disciplining aspect, Tit. ii. 11, as also 2 Pet.

ii. 21, iii. 2, as vo^og for the Christian
; comp. John xiii. 34.f

" The
exhortation then is confined to morality," urges De Wette as an ob-

jection ;
but that it should be so is precisely what the context re-

quires, "AnmAov and dvenihrjnTov are not then, as many think,! to be

connected with ivToXr\v as its predicates, but with oe, and denote

the effect of keeping the commandment. This construction is suffi-

ciently justified by the oe which immediately precedes, and by the

definite sense of rripfjcrat rr^v evToXrjv, while it by no means confuses

* Hnther takes fiapr,
=

bfio'h.oyeiv, and understands by the opokoyla the confession

which we find in John xviii. 37. He ought to have adhered to his interpretation of

ver. 12.

f So also Huther, = napayyehia, L 6. % Also Huther.
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the whole, as Schleiermacher thinks. For 0*1X0$ (vitii expers)

Schleiermacher himself refers to Epb. v. 27 ; comp. besides James

i. 27* 1 Pet. i. 19
;
2 Pet. iii. 14. On dve-ri^-ot; see at iii. 2.

Until, etc., a thoroughly Pauline connexion of ideas, comp. 1 Cor.

i. 8
;
Phil. i. 6, 10, etc. Leo well : ultimum terminum, ad quern

usque Timotheo 57 t-vro/l^ servanda sit, ponifr apostolus ; comp. on

Phil. i. 6. On KmQdveia = -napovaia comp. on Tit. ii. 13, and

2 Thess. ii. 8.

In vers. 15 and 16 the apostle describes this future appearing as

what God is to bring about, whose majesty and glorious riches are

represented in the epithets which are added. On K.aipoi$ I6iot$ comp.
Tit. i. 3. Schleiermacher finds in the unusual form of expression

im$. deifri a decided specimen of patchwork. But if trnQdveta, in

contradistinction to Ttapovaia, gives especial prominence to the ele-

ment of visibility in this revelation, why should the connexion with

t
delfrt have an appearance of patchwork ? What other word should

have been used instead of detect ? It is farther alleged by Schleier-

macher, that such a description of God passing into a doxology is

not consistent with what precedes. I apprehend, however, that this

description of God, as the only one who is glorious and rich, who
alone hath immortality, carries in it plainly enough an antithetical

reference to the eager striving after earthly riches which is censured

in the preceding verses. To come to particulars, Schleiermacher

thinks that the words of this passage are borrowed from a hymn,
while Baur (p. 28) endeavours to shew that we have here a gnostic
form of expression. The former opinion, which Mack also expresses,
we may leave undecided, as in a critical point of view it is incon-

siderable
;
at all events, such a supposition has more in its favour

in connexion with the passage iii. 16 than here
; comp. Matthies

against it. In opposition to the other opinion, others have already

proved that a reference to the gnostic style of expression is not ne-

cessary to the explanation of the predicates here used. On (Mitdptos,

comp. on i. 11
;

Tit. ii. 13. Corresponding to that which God is in

himself will be the appearing which he will at a future time shew,
and its results for those who keep the commandments. Kat n6vo$

dwdaTfjg is likewise designed to shew the greatness and majesty of

God, from whom the tinfy. proceeds. The word dvvdanjg is, in its

general application, not foreign to the New Testament usage (Luke
i. 52

;
Acts viii. 27); applied to God as here, it occurs at least in

2 Mace. iii. 24, xii. 15, xv. 23. The epithet juovo? is used in a simi-

lar way here to Bom. xvi. 27 : povu oofyti 0eo5
;
Jude 25

;
Kev. xv.

4. He is dwdarris in a way in which no other is. No one surely
will maintain that it is necessary to suppose here any polemical al-

lusion to the polytheism or dualism of the Gnostics. Expressions

parallel to the following epithets, Paaifev$ -r&v Paoitevovruv,
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KvptevovTuv (comp. I. 17), which determine more exactly the

6vv. may be pointed out in the Old and New Testaments
;

Deut. x. 17 ;
Ps. xcv. 3

;
2 Mace. xiii. 4

;
3 Mace. v. 35

;
Matth.

v. 35 ;
Rev. i. 5, xvii. 14, xix. 16. Comp. also passages such as

Eph. i. 21, iii. 10
;

Col. i. 16
;
Rom. viii. 38

;
1 Cor. xv. 24.

Ver. 16. Who only hath immortality. Ovoia yap d6dvaro^}

ov [lerovaia, Theodoret. He is therefore the source of immor-

tality to all who are partakers in it
;
out of him is death. (With

reference to the Son, John v. 26). On the relation which this pre-

dicate bears to the subject treated of in the context, see above.

The idea is not expressed by the apostle in the same form any-
where else, but we certainly do not need the gnosis of the second

century in order to its explanation. The expression ddavaola is used

again by the apostle only at 1 Cor. xv. 53. The predicate which

comes last expresses also the exceeding majesty of God : 0w? oln&v

dnpoatTov, dv
} etc., on which Theophylact observes : o> ovdelg TrpocreA-

6elv dvvarai 6td TTJV ajav Aa^Trpdr^Ta, and Theophilus ad Autol., p. 72

(ed. Col.): d r& fJ/U'w e/la%t<7Ta> OVTI oroi^eta ov dvvarai avflpawro?

drevioai did rr]V vrrepftd^ovaav 6p[i,r]v not &vva\iiv -n&q ov%l

TOV 6eov d6%q dvEK^pdarto ovoq avdpdvnoq dvqrbg ov dvvarai

(cited by Heydenreich, p. 321). Baur thinks that this expression
bears a peculiar resemblance to the gnostic cast of conception ;

the

designation, however, is derived from the Old Testament, comp.
Ps. civ. 2

;
Ezek. i. 26, seq., and passages such as Eccles. vii. 26,

and 1 John i. 5
;
Heb. i. 3

;
Col. i. 15. The words are not to be

understood as merely intimating the incomprehensibleness of God,
but agreeably to the context, as descriptive of his majesty, in re-

spect of his essential nature, as the consequence of which is then

specified in the relative clause the absolute invisibility of God.

Mack is altogether wrong when he takes the words in connexion with

in due time, and understands them of the unsearchableness of the

Divine counsels. Comp. on the relative clause, John i. 18
;
1 John

iv. 12. Further, Col. i. 15
;
Heb. xi. 27, where God is described as

doparog. Our passage says nothing else than what we find in these

passages. The last words of this verse form a doxology with which

the apostle winds up this description of God : to whom be honour

and power everlasting, comp. 1 Pet. iv. 11, v. 11
;
Rev. i. 6, v. 13

;

Jude 25. Kparof is power in its application outwards, comp. Har-

less on Eph. i. 19
;
hence the connexion with n^rj.

Vers. 17-19. CONCERNING THE RICH. Some have considered

the foregoing doxology as properly the conclusion of the epistle, and

these verses, together with what follows, as a mere supplement.
Without reason

;
for a doxology does not necessarily stand precisely

at the conclusion of the whole epistle, as maybe seen in i. 17
;
Rom.

xi. 36, while ver. 17 stands in quite a natural connexion with ver.

VOL. VI. 11
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5, seq.; from speaking of the desire to be rich the apostle proceeds

to speak of those who are rich. Similarly already Schleiermacher,

p. 227. Even the manner in which the apostle expresses himself in

this passage shews that he has this connexion in view. ToZ$- TTX.OV-

oioi$ KV rc5 vvv altivt placed at the beginning of the sentence, < -vi-

olently involves an opposition to another kind of riches (not therefore

to ver. 19, as De Wette thinks), those riches, namely, to which the

apostle has directed the attention of Timothy in the preceding,

where he reminds him of the appearing which the blessed God will

in due time shew. 'Ev TW vvv aitivi (comp. Winer's Gr., 20, 2,

p. 123) is to be connected with roig nAovtr&x?, so as to form one idea.

Other MSS., D.E., some versions and church Fathers, have TOV vvv

ai<2vo$, comp. Tischendorf. The apostle now shews in a few brief

sentences what disposition ought to be cherished by those who have

riches, what use they ought to make of their riches, and the conse-

quences of their making such use of them. In ver. 17 the apostle

warns the rich against a twofold danger: against haughtiness
v the opposite of raneivofaoovvij, comp. Rom. xii. 20, rd

d 0povcZv), and against that which lies at the root of haughti-

ness, namely, trust in riches. MT/<JE itymicevai (on the Perf. comp. iv.

10), tTu TrAovrov adT/AoTT/rt : the expression itself represents this

trust as misplaced, in so far as it is trust in what is uncertain and

changeable. On this mode of giving emphasis to an idea by means
of the substantive comp. Winer's Gr., 33, 2, p. 211.

v

A&?Ao$- pro-

perly non manifestus uncertain, insecure, occurs besides at Luke
xi. 44, and is used by the apostle again only at 1 Cor. ix. 26, xiv. 8.

Theodoret :

" the possession of riches is indeed insecure, for now

they accompany this person, and now they pass over to that, and

that which has many masters is possessed by none." Confidence is

rather to be placed and reposed in the living God (ru> favn is per-

haps not genuine, comp. Tischendorf
;
instead of KTTI as before, ev

= upon, in) for he it is who giveth us all things (transferhir ejus
officium ad divitias, si spes in iis locatur Calvin) and who giveth
them etV aTrokavaiv for enjoyment, not that the heart may cleave to

them.

Ver. 18. As the right use which is to be made of riches, Timo-

thy is to enjoin the rich to do good (aya0oepyv, comp. Acts xiv. 17
= dyadoTTOLEiv) to be rich in good works (a stronger expression than

the foregoing, with allusion to the being rich in this world), liberal,

ready to communicate (both expressions only here). Some have un-

derstood the expression noivuvinog to mean "social, affable," which

is little suited to the foregoing predicates, and is against the //*//.$

linguae; comp. Rom. xii. 13, xv. 26
; Gal. vi. 6; Heb. xiii. 16. The

signification
"
sympathising" (Matthies) in the sense which we gen-

erally attach to this word, cannot be justified grammatically, and,



FIRST TIMOTHY VI. 19-22. 163

as connected with the foregoing predicates, is far too general an

idea. Substantially, the two expressions run into each other

they express the same thing in different points of view : the for-

mer evfierad. applies more especially to one whose heart does not

cleave to what he has, and who therefore gives easily and cheerfully ;

the latter KOCV. to one who gives what he has because another stands

in need of it.

Ver. 19. Of such giving to others the giver himself enjoys the

best fruits
;
he thereby lays by a treasure for himself ( iavrolg

depe^Lov KaXbv dg rb //eA/lov. Qepehtov everywhere else signifies foun-

dation, base
;

it is arbitrary to understand it as = depa, treasure,

and still more so to substitute as an emendation aetju^/Uov (Cleric.),

or 6efj,a Xiav icakov (L. Bos), as the reading does not in the least de-

gree fluctuate. Schleiermacher indeed maintains, that " the apos-

tle does not deal with metaphors in this confused manner." The

expression, however is not confused but only concise. Thefounda-
tion, namely which is the sure reversion to a future possession is

itself represented as a possession, and so connected with d-rTodrjaavpi-

De Wette rightly refers to iii. 13, ftad^bv eavrolc /caAov rrept-

On the whole passage comp. Luke xvi. 9. In order that

continues the apostle (" with their feet so to speak on this foun-

dation," De Wette) they may lay hold on the true life. Tfjg oVrwf

is, according to A.D.*E.*F.Gr., etc., decidedly to be preferred to the

other reading, rfjg alwviov as at ver. 12.

Ver. 20-22. CONCLUDING EXHORTATION AND BENEDICTION.

Vers. 20 and 21 evidently stand as a comprehensive concluding ex-

hortation, in which the main point is again brought into notice,

similar examples of which we find in other epistles of the apostles

(comp. for example 1 Cor. xvi. 13
;
2 Cor. xiii. 11

; Eph. vi. 10
;

Phil. iv. 4). This main point which the apostle here again brings
into notice, and earnestly enjoins on Timothy personally (0 Timo-

thy) is that he guard the doctrine which has been committed to

him, and meddle not with the pursuits of those SrepoSifidoKatoi,

which in the case of many have already led to an entire falling away
from the faith. The principal clause is, guard that which is com-

mitted to thy trust; what the apostle means by this, what danger he

has here in view, is shewn by the following explanatory words, avoid-

ing, etc. What are we to understand as meant by napadrjUTi (for this

is the true reading, not 'napanaraQrjK'r], Winer's Gr., 16, 4, B , p.

93), which occurs again only in the passages 2 Tim. i. 12, 14 ?

The signification of the word is clear = res deposita apud aliquem
vel curas ejus tradita

; comp. 1 Tim. i. 18
;
2 Tim. ii. 2. By com-

paring the passages last adduced, in which we find the verb, having
for its object errayyeAta and a rjicovaag Trap' ty/ov, it will at once be seen

that here also, by the possession entrusted to Timothy, we are to un-
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derstand the doctrine which he has been called to preach. The same

may be inferred also from the opposition to the science falsely so

called, which leads to a falling away from the faith, as also from the

parallel passages, 2 Tim. i. 14. So the most of commentators, also

Olshausen. De Wette (p. 32) has been led to another interpretation,

inasmuch as he considers that 2 Tim. i. 12 furnishes the criterion

according to which we are to determine the sense of our passage, and

because he understands napaQrjKT) there to mean the apostolic office,

he thinks that here, and in 2 Tim. i. 14, it denotes the office of evan-

gelist. With this, however, neither does the <j>vhdooeiv well agree

(comp. 2 Tim. iv. 5), nor does it yield a strict opposition to what is

named afterwards, for this appears only when Tropaflr//^, in opposi-
tion to the gnosis falsely so-called, is understood to denote the true

doctrine, or as it is elsewhere called, the sound doctrine.*6 Comp.
on this point what is said on these passages. Schleiermacher's

opinion that while at 2 Titn. i. 14 the meaning of the TrapaOi'jKr)

is rendered plain enough by the context, the term is quite en-

igmatical here, and that it is impossible to know rightly what it

is intended to mean is refuted by what has been already said.

There is much more appearance of a difficulty on comparing
1 Tim. i. 14 with ver. 12, than in comparing it with our passage.

Timothy, then, according to our interpretation, is to guard the

true doctrine as a possession committed to his trust
(jitj fjeiuoy;'

OVK tart TO, ad' TO, dAAorpm smarevOi]^- firjdtv e^arrojOTj^ Chry-

sostom),f turning away from (= avoiding, Winer's Gr., 38, ii.,

* Huther also agrees with De Wette : Timothy is to guard the office, and he is to do

this by avoiding the errors.

f We may here also give a place to the memorable words of Vincentius Sirinensia

on this passage in his Commonitorum, as already cited by Mack, p. 395. Timothee,

inquit, depositum custodi, devitans profanas vocum novitates (see above). ! Excla-

matio ista et prsescientiae est paritor et caritatis. Praevidebat enim futures, quos etiara

praedolebat, errorea. Quid est "depositum custodi?" Custodi, inquit, propter fares,

propter inimicos, ne dormientibus honiiiiibus superseminent zizania super illud tritici

bonum semen, quod seminaverat filius hominis in agro suo.
"
Depositum," inquit,

"custodi." Quid est depositum ? id est quod tibi creditum est, non quod a te inven-

tum; quod accepisti, non quod excogitasti; rem non ingenii sed doctrinffl,non usurpa-
tionis private, sed publicte traditionis ; rem ad te perductam, non a te prolatam, in qua
non auctor debes esse sed custoa, non institutor, sed sectator, non ducens, sed sequens.

"Depositum," inquit, "custodi;" catholicae fldei taJentum inviolatum illibatumque
conserva. Quod tibi creditum est, hoc penes te maneat, hoc a te tradatur. Aurum ac-

cepisti, aurum redde. Nolo mihi pro aliis alia subjicias. Nolo pro auro aut impuden-
ter plumbum, aut fraudulenter aeramenta supponas. Nolo auri speciem, Bed naturam

plane. . . . Sed forsitan dicit aliquis : Nullusno ergo in ecclesia Christi profectus habe-

bitur religionis? Habeatur plane, et maximus ... Sid ita tamen, ut vere profectuasit
ille fldei, non permutatio. Siquidem ad profectionem pertinet, ut in scmotipsa una-

quseque res amplificetur, ad permutationem vero, ut aliquid ex alio in aliud transver-

tatur. Crescat igitur oportet et multum vehementerque proflciat tarn singulorum, quam
omnium, tarn unius hominis, tarn totius ecclesite aetatum ac seculorum gradibus in-

telligentia, scieutia, sapiontia ;
sed in suo duataxat gcnoro, in oodom scilicet dogmate,
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p. 227
; comp. i. 6, v. 15

;
2 Tim. iv. 4) profane talk and the oppo-

sitions of the gnosis falsely so called. On fiefirjkog, 1 Tim. iv. 6.

The expression fiefi. K?VO<J>. occurs again at 2 Tim. ii. 16. The read-

ing Kaivo^via^ is neither sufficiently authorized, nor is it to be pre-
ferred on internal grounds, for nowhere else does the writer indicate

the novelty, hut everywhere the emptiness and real nothingness of

what was brought forward by the opponents. The expression Kevoty.

(== empty talk, such as needs no refutation), points precisely to

those errors which the apostle has already characterised and rejected
as mere strifes about words, as questions which produce no moral

fruit, as foolish talking. If then it be a settled point, that the

Kevocj). refers to the pursuits of the vain talkers, which are censured

elsewhere in this, as also in the other epistles as indeed it is not

at all conceivable that the apostle should at the conclusion of the

epistle begin all at once to speak of something entirely new,
there can in this case be no doubt as to the meaning of the dim0eff8i$

rfjg i/>. A. It is evident that Kevo<f>. and dvnQ. as one article serves

both, and both are therefore equally designated as 0e(3r)Xoi, can

grammatically be considered only as forming together one whole, 01

rather, as evo0wv. is itself a part of a whole, only as two designa-
tions of one subject (comp. Winer's Gr., 19, 4, p. 116, seq.) ;

and we
are warranted, therefore, in applying the dvnOeaetg to the Marcionitic

antitheses (Baur), only in so far as these are spoken of in the fore-

going parts of the epistle. That which is spoken of, however, in

the preceding parts of the epistle, and spoken of as something then

present, is only a teaching of other things which, by its fables, and

genealogies, and legal requirements, forms an opposition to the

sound doctrine, inasmuch as it thereby leads away from the true

objects of knowledge, and thus hinders faith from producing the

fruits of morality, nay, in the case of many, leads to a falling away
from the faith. These people are in Tit. i. 9 expressly characterized

as avrtheyovreg in ver. 10 as dvvnoTarcToi juemuoAoyot in 2 Tim. ii. 25,
as dvTLdiaTidKfjLsvoi ; why then may not their dvriQeaeu; be here spoken
of ? 'Avn0ea$- is not then any more than icevoQuviai the objective

designation of the thing, but like /?e/3?/A. Kevo<f>. is an expression of

the apostle's opinion regarding it, and thus involves the reason why
he enjoins Timothy to avoid it. How heterogeneous would be these

two expressions which are here placed together, if dvndeaeig were a

purely objective designation used by those traders in wisdom them-

selves. The following words, rrj^ i/)sv6. yvwaew^, are also against the

interpretation, according to which the avrideoetg are to be understood

eodem sensu, eademque sententia. Imitetur animarum religio rationem corporum, quse

licet amorum processu numeros suos evolvant et explicent, eadem tamen qua? erant

permanent, etc. (Given in full by Lone in hia work,
"
TJeber unsere kirchliche Lage,"

p. 28, seq.)
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of assertions definitely expressed in the form of antitheses. For as

this genitive is grammatically to be connected also with evo0wv.

(Winer's Gr., 19, 3), we must in consequence suppose, that

there were in like manner certain definite KEvoQwiai of the gnosis

falsely so called, which no one will for a moment imagine. In short,

the exegetical investigation of this passage, as also the other parts

of the epistle show, that we are not here to understand any allusion

to the Marcionitic antitheses. I shall merely add, that it is difficult

to explain how a forger in the second century should have fallen

into the anachronism of representing the apostle as warning Timothy

against the antitheses of Marcion
; comp. on this and on Baur's

view generally, the Gen. Introd., 3 and 4. Olshausen also adopts
the interpretation which we have here given, and likewise Matthias

and De Wette,* who observes, that the apparent coincidence of

this passage with the historical fact of the antitheses of Marcion

between law and gospel, must not be so much insisted on as Baur

does. Leo understands the expression as equivalent to ^ri'j^-ic,

questiones ad disputandum propositae. But why then was not this

term used here also as elsewhere ? And avTifaoeis certainly implies

more than that other term. Mack's interpretation = contradic-

tions in which were sought to be represented particular doctrines of

the common faith, has much more in its favour grammatically ;
but

the other parts of the epistle contain no allusion to such antitheses,

while the objective signification thus assigned to the word is forbid-

den by the context (comp. above). The objection against our in-

terpretation that Timothy was not at liberty to avoid, but was

under obligation to refute what contradicted the sound doctrine

has already been removed by De Wette when he says that the

writer only intends to say here, as at iv. 7 ;
2 Tim. ii. 16, 23

;
Tit.

iii. 9, that Timothy is not to adopt such errors, not to let himself be

misled by them. With regard to rfjg ^evduvvpov yvwcrewf ,
which be-

longs to both the foregoing substantives, and denotes a (pretendedly)

higher knowledge, which deserves not this name, and is therefore

falsely so called, I perfectly agree with Dr. Baur that yvwtrtc here is

the current name by which a certain tendency and manner of teach-

ing then existing was designated. It is pre-supposed that the

"heretics came forward under this name and publicly bore it."

But how should this name create any surprise when we can "point
out even already in the New Testament an idea very closely allied"

to the later gnosis (Baur, chr. Gnosis, p. 90. seq., where he refers to

1 Cor. viii. 1, xii. 8, xiv. 6); when, further, we turn to Col. ii. 8, 18,

23, where we read of a avXayuyelv did r?jg QiXoaofaas, etc., so that

* Also Wieseler: contrary assertions in reference to the irapadqict). Huther differ-

ently : their dialectic reasoning against the evangelical doctrine. Rather might it be

supposed to mean their mutual controversies.
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" the apostle, as Matthies justly observes, elsewhere also shows him-

self to be acquainted with this yv&ai<; not merely in its difference

from the faith, but also in its opposition to it, i. e., in the conceited

subjectivity by which it was characterized ;" chiefly, however, when
we learn from the general import of this epistle and cognate pas-

sages in the other two, that the parties from whom this mischief

proceeded, against which the apostle here warns Timothy, were

Jews who trafficked in a secret wisdom of a pretendedly superior

kind, and incongruously mixed with certain ascetical requirements ?

On what grounds did they look for money, if they had not a higher

knowledge to offer, a science concealed from the multitude, accessi-

ble only to the initiated ? What then could be more natural than

that the apostle should characterize this yv&au; as falsely so called

as indeed in the three epistles he designates the knowledge of those

teachers of other things as foolish and profitless. (Not knowing
what they say nor whereof they affirm, i. 7.) We are accordingly
saved from the alternative which Dr. Baur has put before us, either

of supposing that the apostle had a purely prophetical glance into

the time of Marcion, or of placing the composition of the epistle in

that period.
" The expression ^evduvviios yvtiai$ was afterwards

transferred to the Gnostics." Olshausen.

Ver. 21. The danger connected with these pursuits is now again
held up before Timothy, inasmuch as the apostle here specifies the

worst evil to which they can lead, and to which in the case of seve-

ral they have led, namely a complete aberration in respect of the

faith. The words are properly rendered thus : "which some making
a profession of are gone astray with respect to the faith." For the

apostle does not mean to say that some make a profession of these

things, and are in virtue of this gone astray in regard to the faith.

Timothy knew already that several professed these things, and if

these had already, in virtue of this profession, fallen away from the

faith, then the warning here addressed to Timothy would be unin-

telligible, for the apostle will not surely suspect him of an open

departure from the faith. We have already seen elsewhere that the

apostle considers the being occupied with these things, not as in

itself a falling away, but as the possible occasion of this, inasmuch

as it weakens the conscience, and thus tends to bring about apostacy
from the faith. Comp. on i. 3, seq., 19, etc., and the Gen. Introd.,

4. If this be so, it is again inconceivable that a forger in 'the

second century should have expressed himself thus, and not rather

have represented the profession of the Marcionitic Gnosis as directly

and eo ipso apostacy. 'ETrayyeA/Ua&w, as at ii. 10. 'Aaro^eZv, as at

i. 6. ILepi = in respect of, comp. on i. 19.

Ver. 22. 'L %dpu; pera aov
}
so Tischendorf according to D.E.I.K.,

etc. Lachmann, according to A.F.G., 17 versions, makes it ^6'
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jv, comp. 2 Tim. iv. 22
;

Tit. iii. 15. Even in the case of the

latter reading being adopted as genuine, though it bears distinctly

the appearance of being an emendation, nothing could be inferred

from it in proof of the epistle's having been addressed to the church

along with Timothy ; comp. on Tit. iii. 15. 'AJITJV is a later addi-

tion.

The subscription . . . from Laodicea is derived as it appears
from tradition. According to Wieseler indeed, p. 298, it has arisen

from Col. iv. 16
; which, however, appears very doubtful, as Theo-

doret knows nothing of this identification, and Theophylact is the

first who notices it. The subscription deserves our notice, in so far

as it proves the agreement of tradition with the opinion that there

was a second imprisonment, as De Wette also acknowledges when
he says :

" The epistle is, according to the subscription, said to have

been written from Laodicea, therefore probably after the first im-

prisonment, when the apostle visited Laodicea, which before his

imprisonment was unknown to him" (Col. ii. 1). On Laodicea,

comp. Winer R.W.B. The designation IlaKanavr^ first arose in

the 4th century ; comp. Wieseler.



THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.

1. CONTENTS.

I COMMENCE by exhibiting the contents of the epistle, that I

may connect with this my further investigations. These divide

themselves into two principal parts. The one consists of ad-

monitions addressed to Timothy as a preacher of the gospel ;
the

other treats of his personal relations to the apostle. The apostle's

habitual reserve in regard to personal matters leads him first of all

to discuss the obligations imposed on Timothy by his assumption of

the office of evangelist ;
and this subject occupies four clearly dis-

tinguishable sections of the epistle. He is reminded (ii. 1-13) that

as a soldier of Christ he is not to shrink from the dangers and suf-

ferings attendant on the proclamation of the gospel, and pointed
to the reward which accompanies fidelity. He is secondly (ii. 14-26)
admonished diligently to enforce what the apostle has held out to

him as the hope of the Christian, and to shew himself an approved
labourer in his calling by impressive warning against useless logo-

machy, and by guarding himself against this propensity. It is the

error, known from the other epistles, of a useless strife about things
alien from the truth which is according to godliness, nay, which

gradually seduce from this into impiety, that the apostle has in his

eye, and in respect of which he urges on Timothy his duty, alike in

respect to himself, and to those whom it threatens or has already
seized. But there is still another error (iii. 1-17) which Paul lays

open to Timothy by pointing prophetically to the moral character of

the last time. It is to be rather hoped that it will soon by its own

folly annihilate itself; but all the more faithfully is Timothy to

adhere to the truth which he has known and received, and for which

the example of the apostle and the word of the Old Testament

taught him in his youth, are a certain pledge. A comprehensive,

impressive exhortation to unwearied fidelity in his calling is con-
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tained, finally, in the fourth section (iv. 1-8), by pointing on the one

hand to the coming evil time, when men no longer enduring sound

doctrine, will turn themselves eagerly to falsehood, and on the other,

to the approaching departure of the apostle, which urges on Timothy
all the greater zeal, and holds out to him a pattern for imitation.

This reference to the apostle's position leads naturally to his personal

concerns. He directs Timothy to come to him, and assigns his rea-

sons for the request ;
adds commissions to be discharged in case of

his coming ;
refers to events of his trial

;
and closes with the cus-

tomary salutations and benediction. Chap. i. thus appears as a

preliminary outline of the entire epistle. For the apostle having
followed up the customary address by the expression of thanksgiv-

ing and his desire to see Timothy, unites with his conviction of

his moral soundness, the exhortation to stir up the gift (of teach-

ing) that is in him, and to be ashamed neither of the gospel nor of

himself, the apostle imprisoned for its sake. But precisely this

forms the theme of the whole epistle, which thence from chap. ii.

treats first of the general duty of Timothy as an evangelist, and

then of his special duty and service of love to the apostle.

OCCASION AND OBJECT.

After this general survey of the contents of the epistle, we shall

easily determine its occasion and object. It is above all clear that

it is not like that to Titus and the first to Timothy, a business-

letter, but unlike them is, as already maintained by Schleiennacher,
a strictly personal epistle. This distinctive character marks the

very introduction with its utterance of thanksgiving ;
it reveals itself

in the many personal allusions
" which impart to it a life and vivacity

unknown to the two others" (Baur, ut supra, p. 72), and characterizes

its entire tone and tenor. This sharply defined distinction of form

in these epistles, corresponding so exactly to the difference of their

subject-matter, while otherwise most intimately related, to the un-

prejudiced mind strongly attests their genuineness.
But while its entire tenor and contents prove it no mere business

letter, but one "
entirely friendly and confidential," they also prove

still more. It has to do throughout with Timothy personally ;
not

the Timothy whom the first epistle presents as the substitute of the

apostle ;
still less a bishop Timothy, who is unknown in the New

Testament (so rightly Wieseler, p. 4G2); it is Timothy the evange-

list, the apostle's beloved and confidential assistant, who is admon-
ished not to neglect his gift of teaching, not to fear the shame of

preaching the gospel, alike personally and officially in the face of all

error to adhere to the truth
;
and who, finally, is summoned to a ser-
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vice of love toward the imprisoned apostle.
" This epistle distin-

guishes itself essentially from the first, by having reference no longer
to Timothy's temporary connexion with the churches of Ephesus
and Asia Minor, but by exhorting him to resume with fresh zeal the

preaching of Christ, in which the apostle is his pattern, and from which

afflictions are not to deter
;
and no longer to allow the gifts which

adapt him to this work, to slumber. The first step toward this is to

come to Rome, and aid the imprisoned apostle in his sacred work"

(Zeitschrift fur Prot. u. Kirche, Sept. 1849, p. 137). This indicates

at once the occasion of the epistle ;
it is primarily a summons to

Timothy to join him in his imprisonment. But the apostle knows

(perhaps through Onesiphorus) that, with all Timothy's love to

himself and unfeigned faith, he yet does not at present exhibit the

requisite zeal and devotion to his calling ;
that he shrinks from the

danger and shame of publishing the gospel, and needs a fresh incite-

ment to fidelity and zeal amidst the sufferings and heresies which

encompass him. And precisely because of his conviction of Timo-

thy's firmness in the faith, he summons him to fresh proofs, first of

his devotion to his public calling, then of personal attachment to

himself. To such an assumed occasion the epistle itself perfectly

corresponds. We shall not then, with De Wette, regard the sum-

mons of Timothy to Rome as its single object, and then seek what

portions of it may perchance prepare the way for this invitation, or

how otherwise it may be brought into connexion (as De Wette as-

sumes in regard to i. 6-18, ii. 1, 3-13, iii. 10-12, iv. 5, 6-8), still less

regard its injunctions under this point of view, as they then rather

divert from the assumed object. We shall rather regard as the pur-

pose of the main portion of the epistle (ii. 1-48), the admonition to

Timothy's faithful fulfillment of his calling, and of the other por-
tion (iv. 9-22), the invitation to Rome, as in fact at i. 8, its twofold

purpose is already indicated. That the invitation to Rome was the

primary, does not prove it the exclusive purpose of the epistle, and

all that does not bear on this as foreign ;
rather the contents of the

epistle must determine its purpose, and the proof of its adaptedness
must be found in the degree of its adjustment to the objects indi-

cated by its contents a problem which the writer has made easy
for the interpreter. It is with this precisely as with the Epistle to

the Philippians, in which, while its immediate purpose is to acknow-

ledge a benefaction, yet none will dream of judging its entire con-

tents by their relation to this object. Why should not the apostle,
who in the Epistle to the Philippians blends with his expressions of

gratitude, admonitions and warnings, connect also with his invita-

tion to Timothy exhortations to fidelity in his office ?
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3. THE PLACE, TIME, AND OTHER HISTORICAL RELATIONS IN THE

COMPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE.

It is first clearly established that the apostle wrote this epistle

from Rome (comp. i. 17, iv 'Puny ;
iv. 6-8, 16, seq., passages which de-

scribe a position conceivable only in Rome
;

iv. 21, Roman names),
and as a prisoner who, after passing successfully his first judicial de-

fence, still looks death in the face (iv. 6-8, 18).* The abode of the

receiver of the epistle is indicated by iv. 19, compared with i. 18

(the greeting to the house of Onesiphorus), as Ephesus. To this

points, as De Wette concedes, the mention of the conduct of the

Asiatics i. 15 ;
the remark " how he ministered to me in Ephesus,

thou knowest ;" i. 18
;
the similarity of the errors here mentioned to

those assailed in 1 Tim.
;
the request to bring Mark who (Col. iv. 10)

was at Colossae ;
the commission to bring the articles left in Troas

;

and most directly the warning against Alexander (iv. 14), and the

greeting to Aquila and Priscilla (iv. 19). At all events, it is be-

yond doubt that Timothy is dwelling in Asia- Minor, and is ex-

pected thence : iv. 12, 20, are not against the Ephesian residence
;

see the exposition.

The first difficulty is suggested by the date of the epistle. Al-

though it was undoubtedly written during an imprisonment of the

apostle at Rome, it becomes a question whether it was near the be-

ginning or the close of the imprisonment mentioned in Acts, or in a

later one. Thus much, however, is certain, that it was not wrilten

contemporaneously with the other epistles which date from the known
Roman imprisonment, as at the time of their composition Timothy
was with the apostle (Phil. i. 1, ii. 19, seq. ;

Col. i. 1
;
Philem. 1),

so Demas (comp. 2 Tim. iv. 10, with Col. iv. 14
;
Philem. 24), and

Mark (comp. 2 Tim. iv. 11, with Col. iv. 10
; Philem. 24).

As to the first view, which assigns it to the beginning of the

Roman imprisonment (so Baronius, Petavius, Lightfoot, Hammond,
Rink, Schrader, Matthies, etc., while to the Epistle to the Ephesians,
in the scantiness of its historical notices, they give a different place),
the profound investigations of Wieseler seem to me to have estab-

lished, that if written during this imprisonment, it must have been

not before, but after the other epistles of this period, and after the

period mentioned in the Acts. Wieseler's main proof is drawn from

the apostle's entire situation as indicated by the epistle. He points
to the fact how little the anticipations of death in our epistle accord

with the expectations expressed in the others (Phil. i. 25, ii. 24
;

* Oeder's and Bottger's assumption that the epistle was written in Csesarea is justly

rejected as contrary to the account 117, and the entire situation of the apostle. Comp.
Wieseler, p. 461.
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Philem. 22) ;
how much worse in general has become his position,

and how his friends have proportionably diminished in number and

courage ;
how the judicial process of 2 Tim. iv. 16, does not allow

our referring the epistle to the two first years of that imprison-

ment, as
" neither the Acts nor the other epistles of that period

allude to it." We are particularly indebted to Wieseler for the

pointing out, specially in reply to Bottger's position that Paul re-

mained at most but five days in imprisonment at Home (comp. the

Introd. to Phil.), from the Eoman judicial procedure, how his trial

could be deferred for a period of two years. It has been particu-

larly urged that the apostle's allusion to his stay in Troas (iv. 13),

requires our referring the composition to the commencement of his

Koinan imprisonment ;
but if this allusion allows the composition

at the commencement of that first Koman imprisonment, it does

surely so, as shewn by Wieseler, at its close. Further, the -np^rrj

dnoXoyia to which this view appeals, rather makes against it. If

again it be alleged that Mark and Timothy are in our epistle (iv.

9, 11) summoned to Eome, while yet Col. i. 1, iv. 10, etc., shew them

there, we can conversely, says Wieseler, appeal to Col. iv. 10
; PhiL

ii. 19, and maintain that as they are here indicated as sent away, so

in 2 Timothy they are still absent and expected from precisely the dis-

tricts whither they had gone (except indeed Timothy); nor can

any stress be laid on the fact that Timothy and Mark, who in

2 Timothy, are sent for to Eome, did not come to Eome with

the apostle, since 2 Tim. iv. 9-12, i. 15-18 shew that others are

with him who did not originally accompany him to Eome. It

is certain, on the contrary, that Aristarchus came with him, but

according to 2 Tim. iv. 11, he is no longer with him
;
that Tim-

othy who (Col. i. 1
;
Phil. i. 1) was in Eome, according, to Phil,

ii. 19, has been sent to Philippi, with which, if our epistle was

written at a later period, his being found in Ephesus well accords.

It is strikingly against that view also that Demas, who at Col.

iv. 14
;
Philem. 24 is in Eome, in 2 Timothy has abandoned the

apostle from love of the present world. It is surely more natural

to assign this event to a later date. And how improbable in gen-
eral the perpetual shifting of personages, and the crowding of events

which this hypothesis compels us to assume. While only Luke and

Aristarchus have accompanied Paul to Eome (Acts xxvii. 2), yet a

considerable company has soon gathered about him
;
but at the date

of our epistle (the commencement of his imprisonment !)
all have

abandoned him except Luke, and then assemble themselves anew.

Tychicus, who had been sent to Ephesus, is according to Colossians

again with him
; Aristarchus, absent in 2 Timothy, is present in

Colossians
;
Mark is present, but about to be again dispatched (Col.

iv. 10), to the region whence he has come with Timothy (2 Tim.
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iv. 11), although he was summoned as useful to the apostle ;
the

faithless Demas too, is present, and many others. Of these a part
had already again left the apostle when he wrote the Epistle to

the Philippians (as Mark and Tychicus, Col. iv. 10, 7); others are

on the point of leaving hirn, as particularly Timothy (ii. 19), and

even Luke seems now absent, who is present Col. iv. 14
;

Phil. 24
;

comp. at Phil. ii. 19-21. And if Timothy was to come yet before

winter, the first according to this view which the apostle spends in

Rome, what must have been the rush of events between the spring

in which he reached Rome and the winter ! The entire circle of

companions named iv. 9, seq., must have assembled and scattered

before the writing of the letter which Timothy is to receive before

he comes to Rome, while yet he is to come before winter ! Those

of Asia must have been at Rome, Timothy have had accounts of

them, received the apostle's letter, and yet had time to reach Rome
before winter ! Still, as Wieseler justly maintains, the proof rests

mainly not on these facts regarding persons, but the situation of

the apostle ;
and this cannot, according to all the indications furnished

by the Acts and the other epistles in connexion with the judicial

processes of Rome, have been such as is here exhibited. We pass
in silence the fact that this view refers the other Pastoral Epistles

to an entirely different period, and makes ours contemporaneous with

that to the Ephesians, and prior to the others, which were written

during the apostle's confinement at Rome.

With far more probability have others (as Hemsen, Kling) trans-

ferred our epistle to the close of the recorded imprisonment in Rome,
and regarded it as the last of Paul's Epistles ;

to this view Wieseler

has lent his sagacious advocacy. He rests his position on the refu-

tation of *the opposing theories
;
on the accordance of the general

state of things pourtrayed in the letter with that period ;
and finally

on the fact that while no individual statement in the epistle contra-

dicts his hypothesis, some are decidedly in its favor. His argument

against the hypothesis of its composition during a second Roman

imprisonment, I reserve until the exhibition of my own view. As

respects, secondly, the general circumstances of the apostle, I readily

grant that the course of events may be conceived such as Wieseler

represents it
; yet his representation utterly fails of historical authen-

tication. In proof that after the lapse of two years of imprisonment
the apostle's situation became less favourable, Wieseler attaches

great weight to the close of the narrative in the Acts. But this
"
reading between the lines" is liable to great suspicion. If, when

Luke wrote, a definite change for the worse had already taken place,

why does he fail to inform us of it when " the interest of the reader

centres so intensely upon the final result of the process ?" And if

no such change had taken place, how can we find in the record what
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was unknown to Luke himself? How feeble the support which this

view seeks to gain from the death of Burrus, the extinction of the

influence of Seneca, the accession to office of Fenius Rufus and

Sofonius Tigellinus, and the dawning influence of the Jewish pros-

elyte Poppaea,
" who not unfrequently interceded for the Jews !"

How feeble, especially against the expectations so definitely ex-

pressed by the apostle in the Epistles to the Philippians and to

Philemon, in which he anticipates his certain and speedy release,

and return to his readers, and even bespeaks for himself lodgings

( Philem. 22.) ! Just, therefore, as is Wieseler's view that the

condition of the apostle, in our epistle, is far less favourable than it

appears in the other epistles and in the Acts
;
decisive as is his ar-

gument against the hypothesis which assigns its composition to the

early part of his imprisonment, he is still far from demonstrating
that this change for the worse took place at the period which he

assumes, and is not rather to be explained by the hypothesis of

another and later imprisonment. And special difficulties, too, arise

which admit no satisfactory solution. Here belong above all, iv. 20,

etu, a notice under his, as under the preceding views, inexplicable

(see at the passage) ;
then the commission respecting his effects

which must have lain unsent for some five years, though this might
have been done, if not from Jerusalem or Cesarea, assuredly from

Rome, as e. g. through Tychicus, Eph. vi. 21. Again, iv. 12,
"
Ty-

chicus I have sent to Ephesus," presents a difficulty, as Tychicus
must have been sent to Ephesus twice in the same imprisonment,
at the time of the composition of the Epistles to the Ephesians and

Colossians, and now already again at the composition of this. And
how does the timorous conduct of Timothy accord with the praise

but recently ( Phil. ii. 19) awarded to him? Whence all at once the

new names, iv. 21 ? Why is the epistle so dissimilar to the others

belonging to the same imprisonment, in thought and style, and so

closely allied to the first to Timothy and that to Titus ? Wieseler,
in fine, cites as decisive for his view, i. 4,

"
remembering thy tears,"

which he claims is rendered clear only by Phil. ii. 19-23
; yet it

rather conflicts with it. For the apostle sends Timothy to Philippi
in order to learn through him the state of things at Philippi : Tim-

othy, therefore, cannot have gone to Ephesus and remained there

until again summoned by the apostle. He purposes to send him

o>f av dtyidu rd mpi e/ze k%avrri<; : according to Wieseler he must
have sent him before he could ascertain this ; even before the decis-

ion
; precisely toward the time when his situation was becoming

more distressful which is contradictory. And so also Wieseler's

acute remarks on Alexander (iv. 14), in whom he discovers a wit-

ness appearing against the apostle ;
on Erastus and Trophimus

(iv. 20) who, he thinks came to Rome to witness for him
;
on the
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naturalness of his apprising Timothy of Alexander's behaviour and

of the actio prima, are such as scarcely to furnish decisive support

to his position : and the mention of Erastus and Trophimus has at

least a very doubtful reference to the judicial procedure; comp. iv. 20.

This solution fails to prove satisfactory ; the old hypothesis, con-

tained in the subscription, that the composition dates from a second

Roman imprisonment, therefore, recurs, especially as our inquiries

in regard to 1 Timothy and Titus have already carried us beyond

the period of the one with which we are acquainted. Nay, not

merely the second epistle to Timothy, but the first, and that to

Titus, compel us to the assumption of a second imprisonment,

each by itself, and all in their otherwise inexplicable relationship.

And it is a favorable testimony that these epistles so easily and

naturally (see the Gen. Introd. 4) adjust themselves to the period

of a journey made by the apostle after his release, over Crete, Asia

Minor, and Greece, back to the West, and on this hypothesis ac-

cord with each other and with the dates of the other epistles. Eu-

sebius, Chrysostom, Theodoret, Jerome, etc., have already referred

our epistle to a second imprisonment ;
more recently, Mosheipa,

Michaelis, Bertholdt, Mynster, Flatt, Heydenreich, Bohl, Guerike,

Mack, Gieseler, Neander, etc., and finally, Huther. The intima-

tions at iv. 20, iv. 13, seem to point decidedly to another journey
than those at Acts xx. 3, seq., xxvii. 2, seq., and, of course, to a

journey made by Paul after his liberation. The allusions in both

the above passages (to the leaving of Trophimus in Miletus, and of

the cloak in Troas) scarcely admit any other even tolerable solu-

tion
;
but they gain still greater significance by their concurrence

with references to the same journey in the other epistles (see Gen.

Introd. 4). We point, secondly, to the changed position of the

apostle, which inconsistent as it is with his anticipations of

speedy deliverance in the first imprisonment, is natural on the sup-

position of a second. This, too, gives us an unforced explanation
of the changed conduct of Timothy, of the impressive admonition

to him to surfer for the Gospel, and of the apostle's abandonment

by his former companions. We are transported to a period in

which the persecutions by Nero already rendered a Christian profes-
sion exceedingly dangerous. The changed personal relations, taken

in conjunction with the new names appearing in iv. 13, 21, and
the Crescens and Titus of iv. 10, render it almost impossible to refer

the epistle to the imprisonment recorded in the Acts. But espe-

cially the internal affinity of our epistle with the first to Timothy
and that to Titus

;
the recurrence here of the same nevo<puviai and

Aoyo^a^etv which are found in 1 Tim. (said to have been written at

least six years before !) ;
the close connexion of all the three in

thought, expression, and their general manner; their common devi-
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ation from those other epistles which some would interpose between

them, argue for their nearly contemporaneous composition. Each
of these epistles carries us beyond the limits of the Acts : all

harmonize on the assumption of the apostle's deliverance, and unit-

edly point to a new journey, in constructing which they supple-
ment each other, and which the intimations of the other epistles

lead us to suppose the apostle would make in case of his deliv-

erance
; and, finally, all stand so closely related in contents and

form, that in the failure of express historical documents of this

period, no further proof can be demanded; as respects, particularly,

the harmonious relation of our epistle to the two others, mark how

naturally the apostle's second residence in Borne accords with his

route of travel over Crete, Asia Minor, and Greece
;
how Timothy's

place of abode accords with the historical antecedents of the first

epistle ;
how the "remembering thy tears" (i. 4) is most naturally

explained by a reference to this epistle ;
how Mark is expected from

the region whither (Col. iv. 10) he had gone ;
how Titus is with

him, as Tit. iii. 12, leads us to expect.

The objections to this view are essentially but conjectural im-

probabilities. Hug urges the agreement in several circumstances,
while yet the apostle's general condition is widely different. Why, he

asks, is in both cases Timothy absent at the beginning, but after-

wards joins him ? But this objection assumes that the epistle was

written in the early part of the recorded imprisonment, which is at all

events inadmissible. Luke, he says, is both times with the apostle: and

why not ? Mark is present in the first imprisonment, and here he is

sent for. This objection, too, presumes the composition early in the

known imprisonment. But if we transfer it to the close, then the re-

turn of Timothy and of Mark, and the two-fold sending of Tychicus to

Asia during it, are not a whit more probable than the recurrence of

these events in a second imprisonment ;
while Titus, Crescens, and

others are here with the apostle, who do not appear in the first im-

prisonment. But they object further, the improbability of the

deliverance, and with this of a new apprehension, and granting

this, of a new defence (iv. 16), of a repeated acquittal (17), of a

state in which he could write letters, receive friends, dispatch mes-

sengers, in fine, the improbability of a lengthened confinement.

Why, it is asked, has nothing of all this, and of Paul's labors pre-
vious to his second imprisonment come down to us ? Why does he

himself leave unmentioned these labors and this fresh arrest, when
at iii. 11, it was so natural ? It is conceived, finally, especially by

Wieseler, that this view derives no support from the fathers, as

their appeal to iv. 16, 17, rests on a false interpretation which refers

7rp6~?] aTTo/Loyta to a defence of the apostle in his former imprison-

ment, and iva 61' tyzoi;
TO K?^. n'k. to his preaching after his liberation

from that first imprisonment. It is, however, utterly gratuitous to

VOL. VI. 12



178 INTRODUCTION.

assume that the opinion of the fathers rests purely on this miscon-

ception. Eusebius appeals rather to tradition, and confirms it by
the naprvpiai of the apostle. An error in this deprives his view,

indeed, of a single support, but does not invalidate it. Our main

proof, however, is the peculiar character of the epistles themselves.

As to the apostle's silence regarding his liberation and subsequent

fortunes, it suffices that Timothy during a part of this interval was

with the apostle, and may have already learned what had afterwards

happened, as he is presumed to know the behaviour of those in Asia.

What Timothy now needs to know the apostle informs him of
;
and

in none of his letters is he wont to indulge in narrative for narra-

tive's sake, but only to meet a definite practical end. Why iii. 11

makes no mention of the later events of his life will be shown in the

exposition. And to the inquiry why nothing has been transmitted

to us from other sources regarding the apostle's acts and fortunes

after his first imprisonment, I reply : where are the historical

records of that period which should mention these events, admitting
their reality ? And that we have no reason to set aside what is

preserved to us thereon in Clement, in the Canon of Muratori, in

Eusebius, we have shewn more at length in the General Introduc-

tion. Finally, as to the improbability of the liberation, and then

of a second imprisonment, such as this epistle indicates. The lib-

eration itself, if it occurred before the conflagration in Rome (the

summer of 64) is in no way improbable. The charge on which he

was apprehended had been already (Acts xxvi. 31) proved a nullity;

the entire tenor of the narrative in Acts, and of the letters points to

no calamitous result ;
and the assumption of an unfavorable turn in

his condition during that imprisonment is sustained only by an arbi-

trary resort to historical events whose influence on the case of the apos-
tle is pure hypothesis, comp. Neander Apost. Zeit. i. p. 546. The

explanation of the mild treatment in conjunction with the darkened

fortunes of the apostle in his second imprisonment presents a more
difficult problem. But the first rage against the Christians may have

been followed by a relaxation of violence, and circumstances are easily

conceivable which specially favored the apostle.
" The condition of

individual prisoners depended on so many circumstances that no safe

conclusion can be drawn from the general state of things. Individual

Christians might obtain special favors even amid the most violent

persecutions." Neander, Apos. Zeit. p. 547.

We abide, therefore, by the view which assigns the composition
of this epistle to a second imprisonment. The weight which we
have attached to the testimony of Clement, obliges us to assume
that the apostle, after returning from the east, fulfilled his ex-

pressed purpose ( Rom. xv. 24, 28) of visiting Spain. In approxim-

ating the date of our epistle we must, on the one hand, not separate
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it too widely from the two others to which it is allied in character,
and yet not bring it too near the first to Timothy, as it makes no

allusion to the special commission with which the first shews Timo-

thy as charged. The common hypothesis, as given also by Neander

(Vide sup. p. 547, seq.), is that this imprisonment and, of course, the

composition of our epistle, belongs to the period after the conflagra-
tion of Rome, and the consequent persecution of the Christians (sum-
mer of 64), the apostle being apprehended either in Spain or on

his return thence to Rome. Huther, however, would date his second

arrest and this epistle before this persecution, assuming that he was
liberated in the spring of 63 (perhaps more correctly than in 64, as

assumed p. 229), that in this and the beginning of the following year
he made his journey to the east, in the same year visited Spain and

returned, submitted to his trial a short time before the persecution,
and soon after it broke out yielded up his life. This hypothesis renders,

indeed, more explicable the favorable treatment of the imprisoned

apostle and his silence regarding the persecution (which it doubtless

was originated to explain) ;
but it brings the second epistle to Timo-

thy into altogether too close proximity to the first, and crowds too

much into the narrow space between the spring of 63 and July 64.

For if the apostle went back, as Huther supposes, from Nicopolis to

Ephesus, he must (1 Tim. iii. 14) have lingered there a considerable

time : and apart from this, he cannot surely from the close of the

winter in the beginning of 64 to May or June of that year, have

travelled from Nicopolis by Ephesus, Miletus, and Corinth to Spain,
and thence to Rome. This view is inconsistent also with the tradition

regarding the mode of the apostle's death, and it is specially incom-

prehensible how those Asiatics (2 Tim. i. 15-18) should have been

in Rome during his imprisonment, and Timothy been already in-

formed of it when the epistle was written.

4. GENUINENESS.

The special critical objections raised against this epistle are

stated comprehensively by De Wette (Ex. Hand., p. 23, seq.). They
relate (ver. 1) to its historical discrepancies. His arguments against
its composition in the early part of Paul's imprisonment at Rome,
need no further attention. Beside the points already answered,
he urges against our view, ii. 9, iv. 17, etc., comp. with Acts

xxviii. 31, regarding the repetition of this circumstance as incredi-

ble. But ii. 9 refers by no means to the personal preaching of the

gospel by the apostle (comp. the Exposition), and iv. 17 is to be dif-

ferently taken. He further deems it surprising that Paul expresses

distrust regarding Timothy's resolution and capability of suffering,
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instead of reminding him, as one well tried, of former services : in

reply to which we point to remarks 2 and 3. On Do Wette's re-

garding iv. 12 as incompatible with the residence of Timothy, see

at the passage. Another separate argument which he adduces is

that 1 Tim. i. 20, comp. with 2 Tim. ii. 17, leads us to regard the

first Epistle to Timothy as written later than the second, since in

the latter the heresy of Hymeneus is mentioned as of recent devel-

opment and unknown to Timothy, while in the former he appears

as adjudged and excommunicated ;
that hence the second epistle

must be transferred to the period of the first imprisonment, and we

must give up the necessary contemporaneousness of the epistles.

The utter weakness of this argument is clear from the fact, first,

that it assumes, what cannot be proved, the identity of the two

Hymeneuses ;
that in the two passages the persons named are al-

luded to simply by way of warning, and the question of time there-

fore is wholly irrelevant
; and, that even granting De Wette correct

in his position, we need not relinquish the theory of the contempo-
raneousness of the epistles ;

since the three still followed each other

in time, so that if 1 Timothy was written at the close of the first

imprisonment, in the beginning of 63, Titus and 2 Timothy might
still foil within the same year. In this respect, therefore, we might

readily adopt DeWette's hypothesis ;
the other arguments, however,

against such an arrangement are decisive. To these historical in-

consistencies he adds, secondly, the obvious uuadaptedness of the

epistle to the character of the receiver and to its purposes. In the

former respect are its warning against youthful lusts, its remindinghim
of his grandmother and mother, of his own instructions, of the use of

the Holy Scriptures, his exhorting him to
"
understand," as if doubt-

ful of his intelligence, and to devote himself to the gospel, and the in-

appropriate reference (iii. 11) to the fortunes of the apostle. Thoe

objections are abundantly met in the Introduction to 1 Timothy, and

the exposition of the several passages. If a forger of the epistle could

in view of passages like 1 Cor. iv. 17
;
Phil. ii. 19, be supposed to light

upon these utterances so "
unworthy" of Timothy, much more might

the apostle who had associated with himself Timothy as a young
man, now after some ten or twelve years, as a -npEa^vr^ (Philem. 9)

regard, and paternally admonish him as
" a beloved son." Nor is it

inconceivable that in the calamitous times in which the epistle was

penned, in the perilous position of the apostle, in the aggressive

prevalence of error, Timothy should fail in resolution and confi-

dence, and should need consolation. Several of the above difficulties

are instantly dissipated by the exposition.
On the inappropriateness of the epistle to its object, we com-

mented at 2. On its character in other respects, as marked by
common-places, by want of grammatical and logical connexion, by
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the use of other letters of Paul, and the supposed ecclesiastical

formula of ii. 8, comp. the exposition. I merely recall further the

statement of the General Introduction of the impossibility of ex-

plaining the origin of this letter from the purposes of a fabrica-

tor. The purposes assumed as the ground of the other epistles, viz.,

the refutation of gnosticism and the support of the hierarchy, can-

not be attributed to this which deals with Timothy personally ;
it

must therefore be assumed that the author has lost sight of his ob-

ject, and a paternal letter of admonition sprung up under his hand

a letter which in such regular method as is shewn 1, 2, holds up
before Timothy his present duties as an evangelist, and exhorts him
to a service of love toward the apostle.





EXPOSITION
OP THE

SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.

1. INTRODUCTORY.

(i. 1-18).

THE inscription (ver. 1, 2), is followed by the usual introductory

language of thanksgiving, in which the apostle mentions at the same

time his desire to see Timothy again. The ground of his thanksgiving
is the unfeigned faith of Timothy, of which the apostle is persuaded

(3-5); on this conviction he bases his admonition to Timothy to

arouse himself, not to be ashamed of the gospel and of the impris-

oned apostle, but to suffer with him for the gospel ;
and he points to

the power of God which Timothy has already experienced, and to his

own example as one whom Timothy sees suffering as apostle of the

gospel (6-12). In his conscious fidelity as an apostolical model, he

exhorts Timothy to remain faithful to the doctrine which he has re-

ceived from him, faithful to his teacher, and to receive at once

warning from the example of the unfaithful, and encouragement
from that of Onesiphorus. These admonitions prepare the way for

all his subsequent instructions to Timothy as to what is becoming
him as an evangelist, and what duties of love he owes to the

imprisoned apostle.

Vers. 1, 2. Inscription and greeting. Paul by the will of God,
is Paul's usual designation, at the opening of his epistles, of himself

in his divinely appointed position : entirely so 1 Cor. i. 1 (except

KA7?T<5f), 2 Cor. i. 1
; Eph. i. 1

;
Col. i. 1. It expresses here the

consciousness under which the apostle writes, not the design of es-

tablishing his apostolical dignity ;
as the epistle is a purely private

communication to Timothy. This passage shews how groundless the

assumption that the term apostle at 1 Tim. i. 1
;

Tit. i. 1, implies a

joint destination of the letters also to the churches
;
for here any-

thing of the kind is utterly out of the question. The words ar'

jiTrayye/Uav w?/f is, after the analogy of Tit. i. 1, where aard cannot

be rendered "
according to," =/or, to, of purpose; comp. Winer's
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Gr., 49, d. p. 358 (Matthies denies this signification). Kara is to

be connected, as there, with awo-oko? ; apostle by the will of God

(hence his independence of men), for (i.e., for the purpose of), the

promise of life. Against constructing na-d with did 0eA. are Tit.

i. 1, the above cited parallel passages, 1 Cor. i. 1, etc., the absence

of the article rov, the inappositeness of the preposition Kara.

'E7rayyeA/a a% is not " announcement" (Wahl), but as elsewhere,
"
promise of life" (comp. Wahl's eTayyeAAo/tcw, t-rrayyeAm ;

the ac< ive

tVayyeAAw, annuntio, is not found) ;
for TT. C<% we further point,

with Matthies, specially to 1 Tim. iv. 8
;

Tit. i. 2. Thus, A-OT' tir.

properly, for the purpose of the promise of (announcing) life, as

1 Tit. i. 1, Kara manv for the purpose of (producing) faith. So

also De Wette. Zw?/ is more strictly defined (the article rift mark-

ing clearly the determining connexion
;
Winer's Gr., 20, 4), by

rjfc iv Xp. 'tyf. It is eternal life which in Christ Jesus is promised
to the world

; comp. Tit. i. 2. Justly Theodoret,
"
so that I should

proclaim to men the promised eternal life." In Christ Jesus;

objectively existing and proffered in him
;

not as Mack, gained

by union with Christ
;

for this is a result of what is here stated.

The promise of life in Christ held out to the dead world, thus ap-

pears here as the purpose of the apostle's calling. We have seen

at Tit. i. 1. that the subjoined determinative epithet d-rroaroXo^

was not accidental. So here it is explicable from the scope of the

epistle, which is that Timothy after the example of the apostle, who
is in chains for the gospel's sake, should renounce all the pleasures
of this life, and freely submit to peril and suffering for the gospel.

How fitting this designation of the office of the apostle, whose co-

worker Timothy is a designation which at once directs the glance
of Timothy to that life for whose sake he is to surrender the advan-

tages of this life ! Hence also the repeated express references to

the life in Christ Jesus, and participation therein, i. 10, 12
;

ii. 5,

8, 10-13
; iv. 1. Similarly Chrysostom, evOtus dnb r?^ dpxn<; noidrai

TTJV napa^ivdiav Kar' irrayyeAtav Aeytof TT/^ w7)f TTJ$ iv Xp<rrrai 'IT/CTOV.

Ver. 2. To Timothy my beloved son. TKKVOV as 1 Tim. i. 2
;

here not yv^atov iv morei as there (comp. Tit. i. 4) but dyaTrrjruv as

1 Cor. iv. 17. Mack improbably supposes that Timothy no longer
deserves the name of a "

genuine" child
; rather, the term here em-

ployed is one of more intimate personal affection (Heydenreich), the

other of honor. The blessing as 1 Tim. i. 2.

Vers. 3-5. Of the three epistles this alone has the usual pre-

liminary expression of thanksgiving, which is wanting elsewhere

only in Galatians, which for ev^apiaru substitutes davpdfa. Even
in this feature we see the peculiarity of our epistle in contrast with

the two others. It is not like them a business letter, but as ex-

pressed by Schleierrnacher, strictly friendly and confidential : hence
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springs at once into view the personal relation between the two par-

ties, comp. 1 Tim. i. 3. The introduction expresses gratitude for

the faith of Timothy, and a longing to see him again the two

emotions, as it were, interpenetrating each other. The similarity

of this introduction to Kom. i. 8-11, is worthy of remark. Its essen-

tial feature is that there, as here, the apostle speaks of his gratitude
to God, as of his prayer to him that he may yet see the receivers of

the epistle, and there connects his unceasing remembrance of them,
as here of Timothy, with his thanksgiving and his prayer. The same

train of ideas might easily arise under like circumstances. The de-

tails are so entirely diverse, that our passage must be regarded as

perfectly independent, and wholly discountenances the suspicion of

a clumsy imitation.

Ver. 3.
" I thank God whom I serve from my ancestors with a

pure conscience, how unceasingly I remember thee in my prayers day
and night, longing to see thee," etc. The construction here is diffi-

cult, yet not without grammatical and logical consistency, as De
Wette thinks. Wherever the apostle begins with a thanksgiving

having reference to the readers, he indicates the ground of his grat-
itude

;
and this is their then Christian position. But he connects

immediately with his evxapiorti on what occasion he gives thanks,

viz., on \ivda in his prayers, and then subjoins the ground of it. This

clue will easily unravel the passage. The dig ddidkenrTov, K. r. A.,

will thus not, in violation of his usual custom, contain the ground of

the thanksgiving, but only state its occasion. Nor is im-noQ&v or

fj.efiV7]fj,erog to be referred back to %dpiv l^w, since the former would

in no way apply to it, but connects itself clearly with derjaeoiv, and

the latter, as shewn by the clause tva K. T. A., belongs to i-ni-nod&v.

Ver. 5 then adduces the ground of the thanksgiving (" calling to

mind the unfeigned faith," etc.), viz., Timothy's position of faith.

The passage then stands in construction similar to Philem. 4, 5, "I

give thanks making mention of thee in my prayers hearing ;"

Eph. i. 15, seq. ;
Col. i. 3, seq. ;

1 Thess. i. 2, seq. The single diffi-

culty that distinguishes our passage, is that to the Serjaeig there is sub-

joined (as at Phil. i. 4) a clause, e-ni-nod&v^ and to this again p.e/j,vr]-

liivog. The introduction Rom. i. 18, seq., contains similar elements,
but with a clearer structure. For there the subject of thanksgiving
follows immediately on the evxapiarti, and then with the jj.vei.av vptiv

is subjoined the subject matter of the prayer ; here, on the con-

trary, this is inserted between the expression of thanksgiving and

the reason (v-rro^vrjatv Aa/i.) assigned for it. Similarly also Eph.
i. 15, where aKovaag precedes, then ov navofiai evxaptortiv with the

[ivfiav vp&v TToiovti. etc., follows, and to this is subjoined the substance

of the prayer. This result, reached by the analogies of the other

epistles, will be confirmed by examining the details.
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Xdpiv ^w commonly evxapiarti ; comp 1 Tim. i. 12. To rw flew

the apostle attaches " whom I serve from my forefathers in a pure

conscience." Upoyovoi natural, not "spiritual progenitors or models"

(Matthies) as is clear from ver. 5, which stands with this in unde-

niable connexion. That this would require nov (Matthies), is erro-

neous
; comp. 1 Tim. v. 4, where -npoyovoi is used as here

;
nor do

we see any purpose in referring to the npoyovoi of the Jewish people.

That for the sake of the Judaists he should represent himself here

as a good Israelite, is an extraordinary hypothesis ;
and equally so

that he would remind Timothy of his superiority as a Hebrew of

the Hebrews to him, the son of a Jewish mother, but Grecian

father. Rightly Bengel, De Wette, Winer (Gr., 47, b. p. 333
" from my forefathers [Polyb. v. 55, 9] with the disposition inherited

from them"). That d-no is not = instar, and a-nb npoyowv not =
IK natdog needs no proof ; comp. on the former point Winer, ubi

sup., on the latter De Wette, Matthies, etc. '*> icadapa oweifa'ioei

in pure conscience (comp. at 1 Tim. i. 5, 19); the apostle in-

herits not merely the service, but the moral state. His relation to

God he represents as a transmitted blessing, by him merely pre-

served. The statement has been regarded as involving on the one

hand a denial of the superiority of Christianity to Judaism, on the

other, an incorrect judgment, and one contradictory to 1 Tim. i. 13,

regarding the conduct of the apostle before his conversion
; comp.

De Wette to whom the passage is but a disjointed compilation
from Horn. i. 9

;
Acts xxiii. 1, xxiv. 14, seq. But how does the

apostle place here " the worship of God in Judaism and Christianity

on the same level ?" He certainly held (Acts xxiv. 14), that his

fathers, and he as a Christian served one and the same God
;
the

equalization therefore must lie in the subjoined KV na6. aweid. But

this involves no such consequence ;
for it merely affirms that alike

he and his fathers have served God according to their best knowl-

edge and conscience
;
and it is precisely this moral disposition which

serves God according to its knowledge, that has been transmitted

from them to him. Unquestionably his knowledge of God as a

Christian is more perfect, his moral consciousness more profound, his

pure conscience more deeply grounded ;
but this advancement no

more does away with that essential equality of disposition, which

makes our attained knowledge the rule of moral conduct, than does

the equality implied in the t'v aad. aw. exclude that advancement.

For what is this naQ. ovv. but that ovdev tfjav-ti avvotda (1 Cor. iv. 4)
of which our present knowledge must be our only standard

;
hence

also the dAA' ova ev
TOWTOJ, but in this I am notjustified, of that pas-

sage. Nor is the statement here at all at war with the earlier con-

duct of the apostle, nor with his declaration regarding it, 1 Tim.

i. 13, seq. He here declares that he did it ignorantly ;
and although
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as a Christian he acknowledges that his ignorance was grounded in

unbelief, yet his conscience was unstained by this lurking error of his

heart
; comp. at 1 Tim. i. 13. So also Acts xxiii. 1,

"
I have con-

ducted with all good conscience toward God until this day ;" comp.
xxiv. 14. The two passages abundantly vindicate our passage. Or

would the apostle boast, in opposition to the Jews, of a good conscience

if he knew himself in fact guilty ? Guilty indeed, he undoubtedly

recognizes himself, of having been a blasphemer, and wanton perse-

cutor, but not of having had a defiled conscience (dyvotiv -noiijaag, etc).

And why, finally, regard our passage as an unconnected com-

pilation from Bom. i. 9
;
Acts xxiii. 1

;
xxiv. 14, seq. ? Bom. i. 9

annexes indeed whom I serve to God as here
;
but the connexion

and the general scope and purpose of the clause are different. The
two other passages can be adduced only as expressing a similar

thought. Even were the design of this clause less ascertainable
;

did we with Matthies regard it merely as the grateful utterance of

a profound religious feeling and experience ;
or with Bengel, defungi

parattim juvat memoria antecessorum, ad quos aggregatur, etc.,

such a judgment would be still too hasty. But ver. 5 sheds, I

think, a decided light on the entire expression. The apostle there

expresses his confidence that the faith which dwelt in the grand-
mother and mother of Timothy has been transmitted also to him

;

and his subsequent exhortation is to be faithful to his inherited

gift and to his calling. Thus as he himself serves God from his

forefathers and has maintained a pure conscience, so of Timothy he

hopes that the unfeigned faith of his maternal ancestors may have

descended to him, and be maintained in a pure conscience. This

personal parallel corresponds entirely to the familiar, intimate tone

of the entire epistle.
f

2f ddidAeinTov K%G) rrjv trepl GOV \ivuav cannot, we have said, com-

paring the apostle's manner elsewhere, express' the ground or subject
of the thanksgiving. This is also elear from a grammatical examin-

ation of the passage. For to translate : I thank God that (o>
= cm)

I unceasingly think of thee, etc., taking tig as marking the subject
of the thanksgiving, is grammatically inaccurate, and yields a

wholly inapposite sense, as all recent interpreters acknowledge,

comp. De Wette, Mack, Matthies. Nor can d>? in reference to

%dpiv %(*) be taken as = as (ut), comp. Acts x. 28 ( Winer's Gr.,

53, 5, p. 390). De Wette, Matthies, etc., find the ground of

thanksgiving not in the clause with &g but in general in his re-

membering Timothy, and hence take tig = quippe, siquidem ( De

Wette, since; Matthies, inasmuch as), $ thus explaining %apw
efyw. But a longing memory of Timothy seems but a poor ex-

planation of the %dpiv K%U ; the emphatic ddid^enrrov would seem to

require a ndvrore or the like with %ap. g^. ; and finally the expression
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of thanksgiving would surely, if no proper reason of it were to he

stated, require an VTTKQ aov, as a mere %dpiv fyu followed by a siqui-

dem is intolerably bald. With Winer therefore ( Gal. vi. 10). I

regard it ut, prout. I thank God, in proportion as I unceasingly

think of thee, i. e. unceasingly. This relation preserves the ordinary

relation in meaning of \ivda to ev%apiaT<2} comp. Eph. i. 16
;

Phil. i.

3, seq. ;
1 Thess. i. 2, seq. ;

Philem. 4. So also Huther : we = as,

expresses the parallel relation of the subordinate to the leading

clause. 'A.didtenrrov
} (incessantly, Rom. ix. 2) the apostle prefixes

as predicate to intimate that his thanksgiving is incessant. Mv'a,

remembrance, thinking upon, as Phil. i. 8 : connected with t:\etv as

1 Thess. iii. 6 (Huther). Tlepl oov : Timothy the central object of

his remembrance, Winer's Gr. 47, e. In my prayers : he has

this perpetual remembrance in his prayers. By night and day :

better with De Wette referred to the preceding, than with Mark,

Matthies, etc. to the following tmnoOtiv with which an adverbial

limitation comes in awkwardly.
Ver. 4.

"
Longing to see thee, while remembering thy tears,

that I may be rilled with joy." 'EnmoOtiv states definitely how the

apostle remembers him in his prayers. Along with this remem-

brance the desire to see him expresses itself in his prayer, a longing
kindled by the remembrance of his tears (qu. parting tears ? ) See

the Introd. The participial clause, [MI*, etc. is parenthetical, as

ground of the explanation, so that Iva again refers back to K-nnroO&v
;

desiring to see thee that I may thus be filled, etc. "Iva forbids our

constructing JUS/A with %dp. %w : this would require not a final but

causal clause.
" This expression of desire prepares the way for his

invitation to Rome
; yet a reference like that Rom. i. 11 is wanting."

De Wette. It certainly does not follow necessarily that this thought
must also be found here : still it occurs, comp. ver. 8

;
iv. 9, seq.

Ver. 5.
"
Remembering the unfeigned faith which is in thee."

'T7ro/la/nj3a'vv, the recepta and Tischendorf after D.E.I.K. etc. :

while Griesbach and Lachmann prefer Aa/3c5v after A.C.F.G., etc.

To me, apart even from the fact that, on account of what precedes,
the change of Aa/3wv into Aa/^/3. is more easily explicable than the

reverse, Aa/3c5v seems preferable, as thus the expression vnofi. A// ;
*.

admits a more natural explanation, and vrronvrjaig is elsewhere also

transitive (comp. 2 Pet. i. 13
;

iii. 1, as iTropipvrioicu) ; although
doubtless the explaining of vnofj.. by recordatio, has its analogy in

AT^T/V Aa/j/3. 2 Pet. i. 9. This conjecture renders our passage similar

to Eph. i. 15
} aKovaag TTJV naO' vnd$ manv . . . ov navo/Mi ev^apior^}V}

etc. In this case the apostle would refer to accounts received re-

garding Timothy (as in fact the epistle shews him acquainted with

Timothy's position) and which he may have obtained through
Onesiphorus. Then jue^v. aov TWV date, be understood not of tears of
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separation, but of tears shed at a distance for the absent apostle.

The analogy of other passages led us to connect VTTO^V. Xaf3. with

Xapiv %. A closer examination seems to preclude every other

construction
;
alike that of Matthies who makes it the ground of

the definite expectation of joy, since it can belong to Iva %. -nX.

only as determining it in manner or in time
;
and that of De

Wette, who regards it as an added motive to emnod&v, for the

entire construction thus involves an awkwardness which might have

been easily avoided by placing Iva before pep. and adding nai. De
Wette himself is dissatisfied with the construction, but attributes

the fault to the author. On dvvTroKpirog ma~ig}
see at 1 Tim. i. 5,

and Phil. ii. 21, seq. As in his own case, the apostle deems it a

blessing to have descended from pious and conscientious parents, so

in that of Timothy. He is strengthened in the conviction that the

unfeigned faith, which seems a maternal inheritance in the family
of Timothy, has descended also to him : comp. at ver. 3, and as to

the matter of fact, iii. 15,
" thou knowest from a child the holy

scriptures," of course through his mother's care. Acts xvi. 1. This

view of faith as an inheritance is clearly expressed in the following
words " which dwelt first," etc. This faith is the one subject which

dwelt in his grandmother, mother, and now in himself (supply
Kvoiitel

; De Wette). The "
in thee," however, is uttered with less

objective certainty : it is a conviction, strengthened by the above

adduced facts, but which he indeed summons Timothy still further

to strengthen by his conduct. This propagation of faith is a divine

blessing on the parents, but presupposing certainly a susceptible

spirit in the child. The word tvoinelv (so only with Paul
; comp.

Rom. viii. 11
;
2 Cor. vi. 16

; Col. iii. 16) represents faith, regarded

objectively, as derived from without, viz., from God. Uptirov here

in its strict sense "
first" ( Matthies) : not " sooner than in thee"

( De Wette, comparing Rom. xv. 24). Critics take offence at the

representation of Timothy as a youth, on which see at 1 Tim. iv.

12. If we compare i. 3 of our passage this idea is done away. D.

Baur regards this mention of his grandmother and mother as very

singular, and believes that the author has woven in the names,
furnished probably by tradition, in order to give to the contents of

his epistle a more concrete and individual form. Our interpretation

renders, I trust, this hypothesis superfluous. Comp. against it,

Matthies.

Vers. 6, 7, summons Timothy not to leave unemployed the gift

imparted to him. " For which reason" refers to " I am per-
suaded." This persuasion gives alike to the admonition and to the

duty to which Timothy is summoned, their proper prerequisite and

foundation. All activity for the kingdom of God must spring from
the power of faith in the individual performer. 'Avo/upw^NEUj re-
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mind (1 Cor. iv. 17), with the included idea of exhorting. Ava-

faTTvpelv (only here in the New Testament : on its use elsewhere see

Wahl), to rekindle, revive. The %dptafia is conceived as a " slum-

bering spark" (De Wette) which in Timothy needs rekindling. "He
was not fervent in spirit, Rom. xii. 13" (see also Acts xviii. 25) justly

remarks De Wette
;
and this is intimated also in the following admo-

nition. For representing the xf'Pl(J
l
la as a fire, comp. Acts ii. 3

;
Matth.

iii. 11. The admonition implies too that the use of the imparted

gift depended on the will of Timothy. 'Ev rjfuv yap tori KOI ofteaat

KOI dvd^ai TOVTO, Chrysostom. But what does this xdpiafia denote ?

The term itself in its wide signification (Rom. i. 11, v. 15, vi. 23,

xi. 29, comp. with xii. 6
;
1 Cor. xii. 4, seq.), leaves it undecided

;

yet we may perhaps determine it from the connexion, as vers. 6 and

7 manifestly introduce ver. 8 seq. (ovv), and from the comp. of

1 Tim. iv. 14, and i. 18. As there #apw^a can be understood only
of his definite gift for the vocation of teacher, so also here. And
the whole tenor of the epistle (to which ver. 6 is, as it were, the

key), points to Timothy's vocation as a teacher, not to his Christian

deportment, the 61' f)v ahiav of ver. 6, in fact, assuming his/a if//

as ground of the admonition to fidelity in his official calling. Then
the reference is not to the gift of the spirit in general (Matthies,

etc.), but with Chrysostom, Mack, De Wette, to the specific gift re-

quisite for his calling ;
and this not, with Mack, that of government,

but that of evangelist. So also Olshausen. The relative clause,
" which is in thee," etc., refers to the same act as in 1 Tim. iv. 14,

viz., Timothy's reception of his evangelical calling by prophecy and

imposition of hands. Regarding as every unprejudiced person must do,

the two passages as having a like reference, we see how groundlessly
this setting apart is regarded as a consecration of Timothy to the

bishopric of Ephqsus, a formal inauguration to the office of priest

or bishop (Mack). To any presiding over the Ephesian church, or

any other church, there is not the slightest allusion
;
sec the Intro-

duction. If here the imposition of hands is ascribed to the apostle,
then to the presbytery, the two admit, as even Dr. Baur concedes,*
of being easily united

; comp. at the above passage. It is obvious,

however, why here the apostle specifies his own agency. It accords

not only with that character of intimate relationship between the

two, which pervades the entire epistle as its foundation and subject,
but also with the immediately following summons to Timothy, to

exercise fearlessly his gift on behalf of him through whom it was

imparted. On K-nideats x,eip&v, comp. 1 Tim. iv. 14, v. 22. Am, Mack,
* Dr. Baur employs indeed this liberal concession (timeo Dannos, etc.), in order to

bring out a complete bishop's consecration, as fixed by the Cone. Cath., a. 2f3, find the

Alex. Const. But of the setting apart of a bishop there is not a syllable. And the lay-

ing on of hands would still doubtless have its analogies, even though we could not ap-

peal to Acts xix. 6. See Matthies, p. 479.
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in opposition to Flatt,justly explains ofweaws: per hominemdat Deus,

Angus tine. The apostle knows that in consequence of the imposition

of hands, the Divine gift has been bestowed upon Timothy. Yet Mack

manifestly errs in supposing that it follows from this certainty, that

the communication of the Spirit is connected sacramentally with the

act (i. e., ex vi ipsius actionis a Deo ad hoc instituta). Still more

untenable is his reasoning from this passage to the indelible character

of ordination : for 1, ordination in its later sense is in no way referred

to, and 2, it by no means follows from the exhortation to Timothy
to rekindle the spiritual flame, that it may not be entirely extin-

guished.
Ver. 7 assigns a reason for the requisition ;

for God hath not

given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control. Tlvev^a

is not here %dptafia. Bather ver. 7, as confirming, stands parallel

to dC rjv alriav, ver. 6
;
since Timothy has received such a spirit, he

must not allow his %dpta(ia to lie unemployed. The Spirit is im-

parted to him as a Christian
;
the right employment of his gift is

referred to his personal conduct as a Christian. The terms which

limit rrvevjua, as ov detkiag a/Ula dwd^eug, K. r. A. (comp. Rom. viii. 15,

dovteias vlodecias), are adapted doubtless to the defects perceived

in Timothy. A/U'a$- (Matth. viii. 26
; Eev. xxi. 8

;
John xiv. 27),

timidity ;
as Timothy is not to fear dangers and sufferings for the

sake of the gospel. In contrast : dvvdfiedx;, of power, which makes

strong for vmpviKav, Rom. viii. 37, comp. Eph. vi. 10
;
Phil. iv. 13.

Overpassing the simple contrast the apostle adds, nal dydnrjg KOL

oufaovicfjLov. Love fears no danger or sacrifice, and gives to power
its constant impulse and right direction, ^^povto^ not transitive

(= are sobering, comp. aw0povt^w, Tit. ii. 4), but, with most inter-

preters, reflexive,
"
self-control, sobriety in conduct ;" comp. Theo-

doret,
" that we may chasten the disorder of our passions ;" see at

Tit. i. 8. The following admonitions seem to betray a certain

earthly propensity in Timothy. On the absence of the article, see

Winer's Gr., 19, 1, 2.

Vers. 8-12. 'Application of the above to the present case. Tim-

othy is not. therefore, to shrink from sharing the shame of the gos-

pel and of the imprisoned apostle, but to unite with him in enduring
for the gospel, in view of its undeserved and glorious richness, as he
sees the apostle do. Ver. 8 discloses what the apostle had specially
in mind in the preceding general admonitions. Timothy is to be ad-

monished not to shrink from the shame and danger of publishing the

gospel. Mark the twofold character ofthe injunction : "the testimony
of the Lord and of me his prisoner ;" which thus suggests the double

purpose of the epistle, viz., to remind Timothy of his duties to the

gospel and to the imprisoned apostle. The positive clause aA/la

shews the ground of Timothy's shame
;

it sprung
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not from the divine foolishness of the gospel, but from the sufferings

to which it exposed him. On t7raia%vv0jfc, comp. Rom. i. 16. To

paprvpiov -ov itvpiov, Kvp., gen. of obj., comp. Winer's Gr., 30, 1,

1 Cor. i. 6, ii. 1
;
John xv. 26

;
Acts iv. 33

;
Hel>. iii. 5. On rbv

deapiov avrov whom Christ the cause of Christ, has imprisoned

and holds in honds, see Winer's Gr., 30, 2, p. 170, and there also

the other explanations of the construction. This added clause sug-

gests at once why Timothy miyht be, and should not be ashamed.

SvyitaKOTTddTjoov (here only : Ka/co7ra0t'u>, ii. 3, 9, iv. 5
;
James v. 13,

comp. with 10 : thus /ca;ov;t'w, Heb. xi. 37, xiii. 3), suffer with me
for the gospel ;

as the analogy of Phil. i. 27, iv. 3, ovvaO/.eio, Heb.

xi. 25
;
Rom. viii. 17, etc., teaches. In this construction dXXd cor-

responds to the preceding, and that which follows stands with it

in natural connexion
;
for the clause then embraces the two pre-

viously named points (fiapriipiov, t/i*:),
and the connexion of 11 and

12 is naturally explained. So Chrysostom and Wahl, Mack, Mat-

thies
;
De Wette is undecided. KOTO 6vv. Oeov is erroneously, I

think, explained, with reference to ver. 7 of the power of God im-

parted to Timothy (" thou art not wanting in power," Mack, De

Wette, etc.); for the ovv renders this addition superfluous, and with-

out the natural reference in the expression ;
but particularly the

contents of ver. 9 oppose this view, which points us to the saving
act of Divine compassion, and in this discloses that dvraiug ;

so also

the o-i 6war6^}
ver. 12, which likewise speaks not of a power dwel-

ling in the apostle, but belonging properly to God. This verse, how-

ever, corresponds precisely, in the general train of thought, to the

language before us. Thus, the sense is : suffer with me according
to the measure of God's power displayed in our salvation, i. e., thy

submitting to sufferings must, like mine, correspond in willingness
and confidence to the power of God.

Ver. 9 is then not " a purely general, superfluous mention of the

facts of salvation ;" not " a common-place which serves only to

introduce the mention of the apostle's vocation" ( De Wette); but
a necessary and more exact characterization of this duvapig :

" who
hath saved us," etc., the sense is : he who has experienced the

power of God in his own salvation and calling, must not, in view of

this power, shrink from sufferings ;
with an answering confidence

he must be ready to suffer for the gospel
" Saved and called,"

mark not something specially imparted to the apostle and Timothy,
but to every Christian

;
while its primary reference here is to him-

self and Timothy. I,u)oavTo<; as shewn by the epexegetical KOI K<I/.{--

oavrog, denotes the individual saving act, which necessarily implies
the grace,

" manifested through the appearance of the Saviour." On
0eoV as

" Saviour" see at Tit. i. 3.
" With Paul God never appears

as Saviour," says De Wette. Who is he then in passages like
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Horn. v. 9,
" We shall be saved through him (Christ), 1 Cor. i. 21,

"
It pleased God . . . to save"? At KaXsaavroq De Wette himself

points to the fact that even with Paul it is God who calls. Gal. i. 6
;

Eom. viii. 30. On the expression KaXdv KMpei, 1 Cor. vii. 20
; Eph.

i. 4. This calling, the apostle styles holy, not barely as issuing
from God for then every thing must be alike holy but from its

character. It is a call to a separation from the world and an en-

trance into the fellowship of his kingdom : hence the name saints

(a-ytoi). Here where the individual is to suffer for the gospel, the

term is peculiarly appropriate. The apostle portrays before Timo-

thy the power of God in their personal experience of salvation, but

enhances the obligation by the added " not according to our works"

(comp. Tit. iii. 5) ;
this experience of the divine power is one of pure,

unmerited grace, and demands their grateful love in return. Kara,
"
by virtue of," comp. Tit. iii. 5. The true incentive to it (properly,

with Huther, the "
measure, standard") is furnished in the words,

"
according to his own purpose and grace," etc. The "

purpose" as

the essential ground is defined by the "
grace" as its mode of mani-

festation
;
see Tit. iiL 5, "not of works but according to his mercy."

UpoOevig, therefore, is not a purpose in reference to individuals

e/cAoy?/, ar' e/cAoyTjv rrpod. Bom. ix. 11
;

viii. 28 (Mack), but the de-

cision accomplished in ver. 10 : comp. Eph. i. 9, "his good pleasure

which he purposed." Eph. iii. 11. That rrpodemg is not= predesti-

nation but= resolution, decision (rrpoTidtodai, properly, to purpose,

resolve) is clear, from passages like Horn. i. 13
;

iii. 25 ; Eph. i. 11,

comp. Harless at Eph. i. 9. "Idios in contrast with an impulse from

without (epya ffriwi').
The substance of this purpose, proceeding

from God, is marked by the following xdyiv rijv )
K. r. A.

"
By virtue

of the grace given in ancient times in Christ Jesus he has saved

us." Each individual act of salvation has its ground in this grace
bestowed on the world in Christ. In Christ for from eternity he

holds the position of Mediator between God and man, so that all

God's love and grace can reach the world only through him : comp.
Harless at Eph. i. 4, p. 13

;
i. 6, 7, 28, 29. 'Ev, not per : but in

(comp. Winer's Gr., 48, a, p. 347, note),= in his person ;
not in

fellowship with him, as Mack, against which comp. Harless above

p. 29. In this case x,dpi$ would denote the grace conferred on indi-

viduals, which view, besides our remarks on Trpdflea^, conflicts with

ver. 10, and would involve the incongruous idea that this grace is

bestowed on those already enjoying fellowship with Christ. IIpo

Xpovuv al(^viuv=.TTQb r&v aluvuv (1 Cor. ii. 7) or= 7rpo Kara/SoA^f

Kda/zov, Eph. i. 4, comp. with iii. 11, see at Tit. i. 2. Aodeiaav not
"
destined," as Heydenreich, but "

given," so that it needs only to

become known to us in time by the manifestation of him in whom it

is bestowed. This manifestation in all its stages is but the actual

realization in time of that eternal act of love.

VOL. VI 13.
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Hence, ver. 10, "but now manifested," etc. The term 0ov.

represents that "gift" as hitherto concealed from the world, "the

mystery hidden from ancient times," Col. i. 26,
"
kept secret since

the world began," Rom. xvi. 25
;
which notwithstanding the pre-

dictions of the Old Testament has now first become revealed (comp.

the contrast of inrjyyeiXaTo and tydvepuae, Tit. i. 2, 3). Since pro-

phecy, although a revelation for the present, has the revelation

of future salvation as its essential burden. Nvv fixes the present

point in the course of the ages : Eph. i. 10
;
Gal. iv. 4. This

grace is revealed through the appearance of our Saviour Jesus Christ

who hath abolished death, and brought life and immortality to

light, etc. 'Em<jxiveia, not merely of the adventus of Christ to

earth (Wahl) but as tTre^av?/, Tit. ii. 11, iii. 4., of his entire mani-

festation and ministry on earth, as the two following clauses sht.-w.

Comp. at the above passage in Titus, as also on the gnostic sentiment,

which Baur detects in the expression.
"
Abolishing death and bring-

ing to light life and immortality," are the two capital points which

here mark the Imifrdveia of our Saviour. The term /ca-a/ryt'w belongs
to that class of words specifically Pauline, of which we have met

with several in the pastoral epistles. It is used in its present signi-

fication, apart from Heb. ii. 14, only by Paul, and by him twenty-
one times : Luke xiii. 7 the only other case of its occurrence in the

New Testament does not belong here.
" In Graecis scriptoribus hoc

sensu legere non memini," Winer in Gal. iii. 17. Its meaning is

"
vi sua privo, tollo." As to the general expression we might com-

pare with our passage 1 Cor. xv. 26, Ka%arog t^Opbg Karapyelrai 6

ddvaro^, which differs however in making the "
abolishing" of death

future, and completed only when all are made alive again in Christ,

and all the consequences of sin removed. Perfectly correspondent
in sense and illustrative of our passage is Heb. ii. 14, that through
death he might abolish (Ka-apy^arj^ him that hath the power of death,
etc. In the present passage death appears as the power which Christ

has destroyed, and so destroyed, as shewn by the positive ^wrwavrof,
that it no more shuts out life and immortality. In this contrast

with life and immortality, death appears here, as also elsewhere,
e. g. Eom. vi. 23, not as strictly bodily or spiritual death (dead in

trespasses, Col. ii. 13), but the power which, in consequence of sin,

has seized alike on body and soul, and inflicts natural, as the pre-
cursor of eternal death. Its sting is sin : it is nullified when this is

taken away; for it is then no longer a denial of life and immortality.
There remains but the form of death, until this also is annihilated,
and death is no more (Rev. xxi. 4, death shall exist no more, etc.).

Some, connecting with Karapy. the 6ia rov evay. have taken it sub-

jectively, of the annihilation of the fear of death. But with this

the context is at war, which describes as the ground of all individual
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salvation the grace objectively imparted to us through, the appear-

ing of Christ, as well as the expression itself. But if narapj. denotes

deliverance from death by the death of Christ, (puriaavrog, which by
<Je is placed in direct contrast with it, must denote not a mere knowl-

edge imparted by him to mankind, but that actual victory of his life

over death, which was achieved by his resurrection. $6mev,
"
bring

to light" (1 Cor. iv. 5), is a term suggested by death as the power
of darkness ( Matt. iv. 16

;
Luke i. 79).

"
Immortality," epexeget-

ical of "
life," pointing to its eternal, imperishable character in

contrast with death (thus Bom. vi. 23, "eternal life" as opposed
to death) not specially, as Heydenreich, of the immortality of the

body ; comp. Eom. ii. 7. This is found only, and repeatedly in

Paul.

The clause dia rov evay. may seem adverse to our explanation of

farioavrog ;
since if we connect this with </>r. as a strict designa-

tion of the means, 0wr. can refer only to the enlightening effect of

the gospel. This, however, leads to the above censured false relation

of itarapy. and </>T., and with Huther, we should then secure a con-r

sistent construction by referring dta rov ev. equally to both participles.

But to this the words and context are alike opposed, as also De
Wette acknowledges ;

" the idea of the annihilation of death is

scarcely separable from the relation to the death of Jesus." I con-

ceive it better, therefore, to regard dia rov ev. as a looser appended

clause, comprehending the tiia rrjg e-rcKpaveiag, and thus determin-

ing (pavepuOeiaav, etc. The writer, having ver. 11 in mind, com-

prehends the general preceding thought under the 6id rov ev., to

which he can thus subjoin his elg o.
"
Through the gospel" thus

indicates in relation to dta rr\<; em0., the remoter means of the reve-

lation. Comp. in confirmation of this view, Tit. i. 3, but particu-

larly 1 Tim. ii. 6, where rb \Laprvpiov Katpoig idioig, in a similar manner

comprehends the preceding by way of apposition, and similarly also

elg o KTKOrjv follows. Death and life then are not here thus distinctly

adverted to by the apostle, merely because the one exhibits the

concentrated action of sin, the other of grace, but specially in con-

nexion with the summons to suffering ;
since what has he to fear

for whom death is annihilated, and life and immortality actually

brought to light ? On the article before dodeloav, comp. at rfjg ev

Xpi(7To5, i. 1. Its omission before tiarapy. has its ground, perhaps, in

the fact that this participle with the following assigns the ground
for Qavepudelaav, being = in that he, etc. (Winer's Grr., 20, 1. c.)

The article before ddvarog indicates this as the well-known previously

reigning power, while for\ and afydapaia, represented as newly suc-

ceeding to it, are without it.

At ver. 11, cornp. the parallel 1 Tim. ii. 7. The design of the

expression, however, is in the two cases different. In the one the
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apostle points in his calling to the universality of Divine grace ;
in

the other, his aim is to induce Timothy to suffer with him for the

gospel. Of this gospel he is ordained a preacher ;
for this he suf-

fers, and that without shame
;
and BO also should Timothy do and

suffer with him. It is thus not merely the joyful certainty of the

fullness of grace which brings the apostle to his calling, but his

requirement of Timothy to suffer with the gospel, ver. 8. The

reading tdv&v, opposed only by A. 17, is rightly retained by De

Wette.

Ver. 12.
" For which cause" etc. His apostolic calling is the

cause of his sufferings. Koi ravra. even this, refers to the intima-

tion, ver. 8. OVK alo%. also clearly refers to the admonition to Tim-

othy, ver. 8, not to shrink from the shame attendant on the gospel,

and thus places beyond doubt the purpose of this mention of him-

self. And so also the ground of the apostle's exemption from

shame corresponds to the above referring of Timothy to the power
of God, with our interpretation of the expression. He knows in

whom he has believed, and is persuaded that he is able, etc. Iknow
in whom I have believed,

= I have the most unquestionable proof
of the power of God ;

the proof mentioned ver. 9, seq. ;
1 Tim. i.

12, seq. Ql Treniorevita (of course not = elg ov), in whom I have

believed
; comp. at Tit. iii. 8

;
Acts xxvii. 25. This is not Christ,

but as the context shews, which speaks of the power of God, God.

Iam persuaded, viz., in consequence of this. At tiwaros De Wette
remarks rightly ;

this is the 6vva^ of ver. 8
;

for 6war6$, used of

God, he points to Rom. xi. 23, xiv. 4
;
2 Cor. ix. 8. The following

TT/V TTapadijKTjv pov (f>vA.dt;ai} etc., while the individual expressions are

simple and intelligible, is as a whole difficult. On -napaOrJKrj, depo-

situm, see at 1 Tim. vi. 20. On ticeivT] 77 7/jut'pa (= i]pipa Kvpiov},

comp. 2 Thess. i. 10
;
Matth. vii. 22, etc. On d$ = until, Phil. i.

10. Winer's Gr., 49, a., p. 353. Looking to the connexion, the

clause must contain the conviction which strengthens the apostle to

meet the hardships of his calling. Wholly inconsistent with this

purpose is De Wette's explanation of Trapadi'jKT) as his office
;

" God
will keep his office for him until that day !" The apostle is speci-

fying that which inspires him with courage in fulfilling his office
;

he cannot surely then say that God preserves for him his office. If

De Wette means that God will impart to him power to execute his

office in persecution and death, he abandons his own interpretation.
To refer with Flatt and others the TrapaOtJKT] to the gospel, is still

more objectionable. Looking to the other passages of our epistle
which express the writer's sources of consolation under present dis-

tress and humiliation, we find them alluding uniformly to the
"
crown," to

"
life," to participation in the "

kingdom." In the

"crown of righteousness," iv. 8, reserved for him in that day, he
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himself suggests the clue to the solution of our passage. The spe-

cific idea here, indeed, is rather "
life" than a " crown" (ver. 10),

because life is not a thing absolutely future, but already present, and

being as such committed to the individual's guardianship, may be

styled a deposite. Why the apostle makes the keeping of this depos-
ite dependent on God rather than on himself (comp. 1 Tim. vi. 12), is

shewn by the context. He is stating the consoling assurance which

he has in his conduct as a sufferer for the gospel ;
as such he has the

certainty that in spite of all his shame, God will preserve for him his

deposite. De Wette has been drawn away from this obvious ex-

planation by the unwarranted supposition that napadr/KT) can signify

here nothing other than at ver. 14, and 1 Tim. vi. 20, and for the

sake of embracing all these passages .under one interpretation, he

refers the nap. to the calling of the apostle, a meaning suited neither

to this nor to the others. And assuredly it stands here in a relation

widely different from that of the other passages. There the "
keep-

ing" is attributed to Timothy ;
here to God : there its reference is

clearly to doctrine
;
here it is a personal good, to be preserved to the

day of judgment : there the question is of right action in Timothy ;

here of consolation in right action. It cannot then be objected with

De Wette, that the author would not without warning have so sud-

denly changed the signification of the word
;
the connexion itself

indicates the change. Kather, how could the apostle, who in his

own case has just committed the keeping of his deposite to God,

immediately at ver. 14 admonish Timothy to keep the Kakrjv nap. }
if

the term signified one and the same thing, viz., their vocation ?

Nay, De Wette himself regards the admonition (13, 14) to fidelity

in his official work, as unconnected with the preceding, and might
well therefore have inferred that it treats of a different sub-

ject. Huther like De Wette. That \LOV is not gen. of the sub-

ject, is clear from the other two passages where napad. can only
denote something entrusted to Timothy ;

from the term itself, in

which -rrapd primarily indicates the following genitive as genitive
of the object ; and, finally, from the untenableness of all the views

which rest on this construction. For napaO. can denote neither

his reward, nor his soul, nor his soul's salvation. To refer it to the

first or the last would be to render his salvation self-achieved, in-

stead of a gift of grace ;
referred to the second, it would yield, if

taken in the sense of life, a sense totally unsuited to the d$ in. rrjv

fifi.;
and otherwise, this view coincides with the third of those named

above. The interpretations which ^understand irapa.6. of the Holy
Ghost, or Paul's disciples, need no refutation.

Vers. 13-18. The apostle has just admonished Timothy to suf-

fer after his own example in behalf of the gospel. Sensible of his

own office and fidelity in discharging it, he now further summons
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him not merely to resolution in general, but specially to a steadfast

adherence to the doctrine received from the apostle, and to personal

fidelity to him, adding by way of warning, examples of unfaithful-

ness, and for encouragement, examples of faithful service. These

are the fundamental thoughts of the epistle to which its entire fur-

ther contents are devoted.

Ver. 13." Hold fast the form/' etc. 'rnorvnuaig, as 1 Tim. i.

16, so here, pattern, norm, not outline, much less written outline

(Herder, Schrader), as shewn sufficiently by -rjnovaag. Chrysostoin

rightly J naOdne^ im rwv ^urypo^wv ^vrrvTrwaa/iT/v, (frrjolv eiKova ooi ~i^

dpsrfjg . . . aiaTrep nvd navova nal apxirimov nal opovg ara/3aAa)v &rl

TTJV oty ^vxfiv. Tavra vvv t^e, . T. A, Similarly Theodoret. "E^
= /care^w, as 1 Tim. iii. 9, comp. Passow. "Tyiaivovreq Adyot, the

same as Tit. i. 9, ^ 616. 77 vytaivovaa ;
ii. 1, 1 Tim. i. 10, etc. We

see that the danger of error, mentioned in the first epistle, was not

yet past.
" In faith and love" (to be connected of course with

"
hold,") denotes the frame of mind in which alone the true doc-

trine can be maintained
; comp. 1 Tim. i. 6, 19, etc.

" Which
is in Christ Jesus," i. e., founded in him, and hence springing from

union with him. The article is wanting, as De Wette justly re-

marks, before VTTOTVTT., because it is limited by the following geni-

tive
;
before vy. Ady., because, like vd/iof, the phrase has become

familiar with the writer. On its omission before niang and dyaTr^,

see Winer's Gr., 19, 1.

Vers. 14 connects aauvdtVa^, with rhetorical emphasis, the par-
allel injunction :

"
keep the noble deposite through the Holy

Ghost," etc. For KaXrj -napaO. is as 1 Tim. vi. 20, to be understood

of the possession of right doctrine entrusted to him
; comp. after-

wards ii. 2,
" What thou hast heard that commit," etc., and at

1 Tim. vi. 20. The Holy Ghost, who dwells in him as in the apos-

tle, and is ready for his emergencies, is the means of preservation .

TOVTO rel^og %m>, TOVTO <f>povpiov }
rovro Karow^vy^, Chrysostom. On

the article TOV, see Winer's Gr., 20, 16.

Ver. 15, seq., refer back, as Heydenreich and others have per-

ceived, to the other part of the injunction primarily given in ver. 8,
" Nor of me his prisoner." Instead of directly urging on Timothy
his obligations of love, the apostle gently suggests examples which

may sufficiently instruct him in his duty.
"
It is truly natural,"

says Schleiermacher,
" that in exhorting one to steadfastness and

courage, he should hold out examples of timidity and irresolution."

The facts mentioned in ver. 15 are cited as already known to Tim-

othy, perhaps through Onesipljorus. The design then, is not to im-

part information, but to give a hint for the conduct of Timothy. It

is commonly supposed that persons from Asia Minor, who for some
reason had come to Rome at the time of the apostle's imprison-
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merit, had been ashamed of him, and treated him with neglect. So

Chrysostom and Theodoret. Such must be the import of the d-r^a-

rpd(pi]odv [is, as the contrast in ver. 16, and the entire context shew.

It denotes therefore not falling from the faith, but the same, per-

haps, as ty/cars/Un-ov jue, iv. 16 (coinp. Tit. i. 14 on the expression).
This construction would seem (see Mack) rather to require ol KK

T?fc 'A., than ol KV r^ 'A. The only explanation seems to be that of

De Wette and others, that the persons mentioned had already re-

turned home, and hence are denoted as ol iv ry 'A. The n a v T e $ ol

presupposes Timothy's cognizance of the matter
; though Mack

thinks that the apostle speaks of a formal apostacy, occasioned by
his imprisonment. But such a "

turning away" does not harmonize

with the connexion, and even then, apart from what is here said,

navreg must assuredly be subjected 'to the necessary restriction.

Those particularly adduced, perhaps as better known, are otherwise

unknown to us. On "Asia," comp. Winer's K.W.B., Wieseler, ubi

supra, p. 31, seq. De Wette says justly : this assumption of Tim-

othy's acquaintance with the conduct of these Asiatics, implies his

residence in Asia Minor
;

ver. 18 points even to Ephesus ; comp.
the Introduction.

Vers. 16-18. With the example of the unstable Paul contrasts

that of Onesiphorus. This man, mentioned here and at iv. 19, is

also otherwise unknown to us. The mode of mentioning him, the

Divine mercy being here invoked upon his house, and upon himself

only at the day of judgment, and the greeting at iv. 19, being re-

stricted to his house, justify the inference that he was dead. Thus
much is clear regarding him, that he had come from Ephesus to

Kome, and rendered affectionate service to the imprisoned apostle.

The mercy (t
;

Aeof), wished to him, corresponds to his own treatment

of the apostle :
" he often refreshed me," etc. The word dva^.

(.properly refresh by cool breath of air, then refresh in general :

Kadajrep dd^rirrfv nva vrtb av^ov GWE^O^EVOV TGJV BXtyeutv rift dvaifjv&ug

rj^itoaw, Theophylact), only here
; dvd^vgig, Acts iii. 19

;
common in

the LXX., and the classics
; similarly dvanaveiv, Philem. 7. There

is no ground for taking the "refreshment" as exclusively physical.

The added clause,
" was not ashamed of my chains," points back to

ver. 8, and shews the design of this mention of Onesiphorus. "Akvoig,

as Eph. vi. 20, etc. On 6^ for Mr), Winer's Gr., 14, 1. On the

reading Knata^vvdrj for K-rrya^vvdrj, id., 12, at close. While the

apostle touches but slightly on the conduct of those who turned

away, he lingers with grateful love on the mention of Onesiphorus.

On coming to Kome he sought him diligently (o-novdaiorepov, not

contrasted with the conduct of the wavering, but with the rf)v a'A.

OVK KTTTJO.
= far from being deterred by his imprisonment, he sought

him all the more diligently), and found him. "The Lord grant
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that he may find," etc. The reference of svpelv to evpe is manifest,

and entirely in the manner of the apostle. Otherwise, De Wette,

against Matthies. The repeated Kvpio$ is remarkable, comp. Gen.

xix. 24. Neither there nor here is napa icvpiov = Trap' tav-ov (De
Wette against Chrysostom, Mack and others); for the passages to

which the advocates of this construction appeal, are of an entirely

different character (Winer's Gr., 22, 2), and it would be a strange

form of expression, indeed, if we are to understand but one sub-

ject, when a different position of the one subject is not indicated in

the expression. But if two subjects are referred to, the first is not (as

De Wette and others maintain) God and the second Christ, as be-

ing the Judge, but conversely, the first is Christ, and the second

God. For the first Kvpio$ can be understood only as immediately

before, at ver. 16, where, according to the prevailing usage of these

epistles, which in this also, evince their Pauline origin (comp. Winer's

Gr., 19, 1), it assuredly denotes Christ
; comp. i. 2, iv. 8, ii. 7, 14,

22, 24, etc. ;
1 Tim. i. 2, 12, vi. 3, 14. It is no argument against

this, that Christ is designated as the judge ;
for although the Father

judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment to the Son, it

still remains the judgment of God (Rom. ii. 5, seq., dinatoKpioia rov

Oeov, 8f aTTodwoei, K. r. A.), and the mercy received is God's mercy
(Matth. xxv. 34,

" come ye blessed of my Father," etc). But how to-

tally unpauline and unscriptural the opinion that God places himself

as mediator between the subject of judgment and Christ as Judge !

Olshausen holds our view. Kal oaa iv 'E</>eerw 5ir\K.6vr\at, K. r. A. The
affectionate remembrance of the apostle leads him even after invok-

ing the Divine blessing, to subjoin this trait. This is not the language
of a forger.

"
Better," sc. than I. Am/coveZv, not of special service

to the apostle, but general ; j3t'Artov then points to personal obser-

vation on the part of Timothy. The term, finally, in its general

import, and connected with oaa, warrants us not in regarding, with

Wieseler, Onesiphorus as a deacon.

2. SUMMONS TO TIMOTHY NOT TO SHRINK FROM THE TOILS AND
SUFFERINGS OF HIS CALLING.

ii. 113.

The apostle has, in ch. i., laid on Timothy a two-fold injunction,

1, not to be ashamed of the Gospel, 2, nor of himself, the apostle,

imprisoned for its sake. He enters at once, ch. ii., more fully on
the first point, the duty of Timothy as preacher of the gospel, and
admonishes him, ver. 1, to the strengthening of his own faith, to

which he subjoins, ver. 2, the direction to provide for its mainten-



SECOND TIMOTHY II. 1, 2. 201

ance and diffusion by competent teachers. Ver. 3, reminds Timo-

thy of the point in which he specially needs strengthening, viz., to

suffer as a soldier of Christ. This exhortation he illustrates by the

example of the earthly warrior, the prize-combatant, the husband-

man from whom he can learn that the attainment of the object is

dependent on self-renunciation, devotion, and painful toil. This

(ver. 7) Timothy is thoroughly to understand. As a soldier of

Jesus Christ he is to have before his eyes his glorified Lord. From
him comes power to suffer: in him is presented the high goal whose

attainment is the object of his calling, as he sees in the example of

the apostle, vers. 8-10. It is an undoubted truth that in him
salvation and eternal life are to be attained on condition of fidelity

to him, vers. 11-13.

Ver. 1. Entering on Timothy's first and highest duty, as evange-

list, the apostle admonishes him, as the indispensable condition of

success, to be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. Xap^,

therefore, is here not to be understood specially of his gift of teach-

ing (%dpio[j,a}
i. 6), as appears from the generality of the expression

" the grace which is in Christ Jesus," but grace as the universal

principle of Christian life, which is founded in Christ and has faith

and love as its inseparable attendants. He only who is thus

strengthened can meet the requirements involved in proclaiming the

gospel, for in him the power of Christ is mighty, 1 Tim. i. 12.

Hence KvSwanov is not middle, but passive as Rom. iv. 20
; Eph. vi.

10
;

Col. i. 11, comp. Winer's Gr., 39, 2. How such strengthen-

ing is attained we are taught Eph. vi. 11, seq. On the term svd.

Phil. iv. 13
;
1 Tim. i. 12. That iv following is not "by" (as Chrys.

etc.) but "
in" is clear alike from the nature of the compound verb

and from Eph. vi. 10
;
Eom. iv. 20. Finally, ovv is by some referred

to what immediately precedes, as a moving ground of the admoni-

tion
; by others to i. 13. De Wette regards its position and the ov

which places Timothy in contrast with those faithless ones, as sus-

taining the former view
;
while in sense the admonition goes back

substantially to i. 13. Our view of ovv must undoubtedly be deter-

mined by our view of the subsequent course of thought. Eegarding
ver. 2 as clearly an incidental admonition, ver. 3 resumes the thought
of ver. 1, and shews the purpose of tvdvv. viz., Timothy's perfectly
fearless and faithful proclamation of the gospel. If .then ovynatio-

nddrjaov is here the correct reading, the connexion with the words

immediately preceding is undeniable. 2v marks the transition from

what is said of others to what is to be the course of Timothy, and

in close connexion with it stands the renewed and conciliatory

address,
"
my son."

Ver. 2. This verse as remarked above, is incidental to the gen-
eral train of thought, but suggested naturally by the ov ovv to the
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apostle under the conviction of his speedy departure. We have

here illustrated that feature of the epistle which allows the apostle

to turn readily aside for any incidental and passing thought. Such

is not the manner of a fabricator, at once so methodical and so free.

The import of the verse is that Timothy is not only to be personally

faithful in promulgating the apostolic doctrine, but also to take

care that it be in its purity received and propagated by others.

What Timothy has heard is the vyiaivov-es Adyot, the apostolu-al

doctrine with its knowledge of the truths of salvation and its morally

renovating power ; Chrys. a fJKovoag, oC% a avve^rrjoag. The subjoined
did TToAAwv naprvpuv is difficult. It is ungrammatical, with Heydcn-
reich and others, to supply papTvpovneva : did belongs to //Kovoaf .

With this falls the view which understands by these many witnesses

the apostles and eye-witnesses generally (as Ols. comp. Heb. ii. 3) or,

as Clemens Alex, with (Ecumenius, Moses and the Old Testament

prophets. For it was not his hearing, but the substance of the

communication that could be represented as mediated by them :

"but the apostle would hardly thus make his doctrine depend on the

testimony of others ( Gal. i. 11, seq.) ;
or thus have cited as wit-

nesses of his doctrine the prophets of the Old Testament who testified

only what was yet to happen, not that 'in<niij\-*t<
d <j/-acc (\. 10) on

which all depends. Still less satisfactory is Mack's explanation who
takes did -noX. fiap. = did npo^Teias, 1 Tim. iv. 14. What can be

meant by
" what thou hast heard under occasion of many witnesses,"

and these two in no way witnesses of what was heard by Timothy,
but of his capacity ! Connecting did with -/J/iovaar, Winer's explan-
ation (Gr., 47, i. p. 338), becomes the only admissible one, viz.,

intervenientilus multi* t<-*t'tbu>s, uuter vermittelung, i. c. "in presence
of many witnesses." We need not, therefore, take did as strictly=
Ivumov (1 Tim. vi. 12); the presence of many as witnesses is a con-

stituent element in that act to which the apostle here refers, and

which can be no other than that to which throughout the epistle he

perpetually recurs as Timothy's perpetual ground of obligation, viz.,

his solemn investiture with the office of evangelist. As Timothy on

this occasion had solemnly witnessed his good confession, we must
conceive that the apostle had (previously) delivered and entrusted to

him the substance of that apostolic doctrine which he was to announce.

Comp. at 1 Tim. i. 18, iv. 14, vi. 13, i. 6. The reference then is

not to instruction preceding baptism, but to instruction preceding
his entrance on his office of evangelist. This also may be inferred

from the following direction. For the instruction which Timothy
had received as a Christian he would not need to impart to faithful

men
;
as Christians they must already possess it : but only what

had been committed to him as a future evangelist he is required

similarly to entrust to others. These others then are such as will
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in their turn transmit Christian truth, not mere catechumens, as is

shown also by the Kai. Our passage therefore contains perhaps the

first trace of theological, as distinguished from Christian culture.

To teach others requires a different appropriation of Christian truth

from that attained by the ordinary Christian. Of these preferred
teachers the apostle demands but the single qualification of fidelity.

Hiarog not "
believing," which would be a superfluous and extraor-

dinary requisition ;
but " faithful" a quality on which the apostle

elsewhere lays stress (1 Tim. i. 12 ;
1 Cor. iv. 2

;
vii. 25) as specially

required for
"
keeping what is committed" to him and being a " stew-

ard of the mysteries of God :" 1 Cor. iv. 1). ILapa6ov corresponds
not merely partially, as De Wette maintains, but entirely to TTapadrJKT),

if this be taken not as
"
calling" but " entrusted doctrine ;" comp.

Luke xii. 48
;
Acts xiv. 23

;
see Passow at 7rapem%. It is modified

by the connexion 1 Tim. i. 18 (observandum trado) ;
Acts xvii. 3

(docendo propono). Omve^, who (such as): Passow on the word, g.:

the remainder of the clause is not a further requisition, but gives

the reason for the Tnarolg. The future zaovrai represents their
"
ability" as dependent on the naparideadai. This passage bears on

the doctrine of tradition, as shewing how the apostle conceived to

himself of the maintenance and propagation of the Christian doc-

trine.
"

Still the Lord provided," justly remarks Mack,
" that the

living word should receive a written attestation ;" but the doctrinal

inference that we accordingly have two sources of truth, independ-
ent in their formal principle (" two witnesses," Mack) is entirely

unauthorized.

Ver. 3. Kenews his personal exhortations to Timothy. He is

to be strengthened to endure suffering as a good soldier of Jesus

Christ. Timothy needed the command. He was still deficient in

this moral strength ;
the perils of the gospel made him timorous,

and these had augmented ;
he owed also personal service and devo-

tion to the apostle. The reading ov ovv KaKo-rrddrjoov, which makes

clear the connexion with ver. 1 must yield to ovynaKo-nd6r)aov ( Tisch.

after A.C.*D*E*F.G., etc., versions, the Fathers. On ovynait. comp.
i. 8, 12

;
ii. 9

;
the ovv points to the apostle, 'ftf a/L6f K.T.A assigns

the reason of the injunction : suffering and contending go together.
Ver. 4. Hence Timothy may learn from the example of the

soldier.
" None who warreth entangleth himself/' etc., comp. 1 Tim.

v. 5
;
1 Cor. vii. 32, seq. The apostle has reference to the general

rule : such is the case with the proper soldier. SrpoTet)djevof, per-

forming service in war
;
the term selected instead of the preceding

oTpariurrjc; to mark the person in the actual discharge of his duty.
Dr. Baur discovers in the comparison itself a trace of the latter half

of the second century, when the figure was common. But as he

himself acknowledges it as Pauline (1 Cor. ix. T
;
2 Cor. x. 4

; 5), and
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as this doubtless originated its later use, the argument is void of

force. The figure is here used in definite reference to the calling of

Timothy. The npayfiaretat rov j3tou"are
"
curae civiles," commercial,

legal affairs, etc., comp. 1 Cor. vi. 3, 4
;
Luke xix. 13. 'E/nrAe/ce<70at

(elsewhere only at 2 Pet. ii. 20), to entangle onesself, need not be

pressed as if it referred only to a deeper connexion with such cases.

These employments, as interfering with the soldier's duties, were

absolutely forbidden. (
Proofs with Heydenreich, Mack, etc.) It is

a spiritless interpretation which deduces from these words that the

Christian warrior must wholly refrain from all secular employment :

its proper scope is that in all he must serve and seek to please the

Lord, as did the apostle when he wrought with his hands for his

support (Acts xx. 33
;
1 Cor. iv. 12

;
ix. 6).

Ver. 5. As renunciation of personal interest is the point in the

image of the soldier, that of the athlete teaches the cheerful assump-
tion and discharge of all the duties of his office. Thus a new figure

is introduced, that of the combatant for a prize (d0Ata> later for

dOtevu) ;
we have an advance on the preceding thought.

" And if

also one contends, he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully."
Kat presupposes the thought of ver. 4, that the combatant has de-

voted himself decidedly to his calling. No^t'/iuf refers to the laws

of the games alike in the preparation ( Galen. Comm. in Hippoc. i.

15
f

oi yv/ivaoral KOI oi vo/z*//ojf ddkovvres tirt [JKV rov dpiorov rov dprov

fi6vov toOiovot, em tie rov ddrcvov rb Kpeag K. r. A,. De Wette) and in

the struggle itself. Chrys. says well :

" It is not enough that one

enter the contest
;

unless he observes all its laws " he is never

crowned." The naked import of the language is : we may not

dispense ourselves from this or that requirement of our vocation,
nor fail, in conformity with our inclination, to encounter any peril

or danger which it imposes : neither pleasure nor convenience must
be our adviser, if we would win the crown.

Ver. 6. Bearing in mind the main thought, viz., the summons
to suffering of ver. 3, illustrated in vers. 4 and 5, we naturally ex-

pect a fresh admonition here not a promise under the figure of

the husbandman (comp. Matth. ix. 37, 38 ; 1 Cor. iii. 8). This

sense is brought out by laying a stress upon /eorrtcjvTa, as its position
also indicates. The toiling husbandman has the privilege of first

partaking the fruits : not he that fails to toil. The thought then

is : if thou wilt enjoy the fruits, labor. It is essentially similar to

that of the preceding verse, except that while there the idea of law-

ful, here that of laborious, striving is made prominent. Hptirov r&v

Kapn. per. is to be taken together : it is the prerogative of the hus-

bandman, the consequence of his toil. Thus, I think, -nptirov may
here be perfectly explained without assuming a hyperbaton. Many
interpreters (comp. especially Winer, 61, 4, p. 490) refer back
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np&rov to Komdv : thus, the husbandman who partakes the fruits

must first labor. This view seems favored by del : but with the

former it yields a good sense : it represents the "
first partaking" as

a law of equity which applies only to him who toils, 1 Cor. ix. 7, 10.

The right explanation were in that other case given by Chrysostom:
" As the husbandman labours not unprofitably, but himself before

the rest reaps the fruit of his own toils, so should the teacher."

Other interpretations have been sufficiently refuted by Heydenreich ;

as that the apostle would say, that Timothy must let himself be

sustained by the church, or he must first make his own the fruits

of the Spirit which he demands from others, etc., all of which are

at war with the context. On fiera^a^dveiv comp. at 1 Tim. iv. 3.

Ver. 7. Noei o Aeyw,
" understand (not, consider) what I mean

to say," as the further clause shews
;

"
for the Lord will give thee

(thus we need not read daw/, and previously, not a but 6, comp. Tis-

chendorf), as I, in this case suppose, understanding in all things."

Svvecrif, Hebrew ns'o, is understanding (ovveaig TTvevpaTitcr/, Col. i. 9),

and thus votiv is apprehending with the understanding ; comp. Eph.
iii. 4, 20, and Harless at the passage. De Wette thinks it strange
that the apostle should append this injunction as if comparisons so

perfectly clear (except the last), could be obscure to Timothy.
The apostle doubtless did not suppose that the last of the compari-
sons would be easier to Timothy than the preceding. He subjoins the

voet
}
as it was all-important that Timothy should understand their

reference (6 not a) to himself
;
and it is precisely this which voei en-

joins. It is nearly the same as the " he that hath ears," etc., at

the close of a parable of our Lord.

Ver. 8.
" Remember Jesus Christ as one risen from the dead,"

etc. This in its connexion is not uttered in antithesis to error, but

as enforcing the exhortation
;
nor is the risen Christ presented to

Timothy as a pattern of suffering, but as the Lord who has triumphed
over death. The glance at Christ's victory and glory is to make him
an intrepid spiritual warrior, by assuring him of his own. The

thought then is essentially the same as i. 8-10. If Christ was to be

held forth as an example to Timothy, no reference was made to his

sufferings, since it is as risen and glorified that he is to stand before

the mind of Timothy ;
nor can the clause

" of the seed of David,"
refer at all to his humiliation. It stands indeed, doubtless, in con-

trast with the resurrection
;
but as at Rom. i. 3 (" who became of

the seed of David according to the flesh ; who was declared," etc.),

it marks only his outward, visible nature in distinction from the in-

visible
;
and in both relations, here as there, he appears exalted and

glorified ;
since according to the flesh the promise given to the house

of David is fulfilled in him (2 Sam. vii. 12, comp. Rom. i. 2, 5 -npoe-

K. r.
A.).,

and as risen from the dead, he is declared the
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Son of God in power, Kara TTVEV\UI ay., Rom. i. 4, comp. with Acts

ii. 36. As with these two-predicates then which exhibit Christ, un-

der both aspects of his being, as tbe promised and demonstrated

genuine King and Lord, he comprises, as in the above cited
\

from Romans, the substance of the gospel, the clause
" accord-

ing to my gospel," becomes perfectly intelligible, and we need

neither assume for its explanation, any Docetic or other heresy which

the apostle should have in view (ver. 18 lends no support to such an hy-

pothesis), nor refer the expression to the gospel of Luke, as Dr. ]>aur,

for his own critical purposes, fancies that he has shewn to be neces-

sary, in a manner convincing to all competent judges. This view is

rejected also by De Wette (comp. at the passage, and specially Mat-

thies, p. 505, seq.; Bottger, p. 15, seq). For what more natural than

that the apostle after thus summing up the essential features of the

gospel, should add /card TO ev. /zov, and why should the expression

(spite of De Wette's counter-position), involve a contrast with an-

other gospel which, according to Do Wette's own acknowledgment,
it does not at Rom. ii. 16, xvi. 25 ? The recent defenders of the

genuineness of our epistles, as Huther, seem to me too ready to

admit antithetical references to heresies, arbitrarily imposed upon
the context, as here in relation to K anepfiaro^ Aa/taf. Mark'- ex-

planation of IK a-nip. A., as implying that Christ has risen in his bodily

nature, needs no refutation. Grammatically, we remark further,

that t-yrjy. is to be translated :

" as one who is raised," and that <'

oTTepfiarog is not to be taken, as by De Wette, who yet concedes the

harshness of the construction,
= rbv yevopevov t/c, K. r. A. Rather,

it is dependent, like tjrjy. on fivr)n6veve with yevo/zevov understood.

In both relations Timothy is to have Christ before his eyes ;
for

both assure him of his glory, and hence of his own
;
an assurance

which gives to him, as to the apostle, power to suffer. Mvrjfi. here

with ace. as Matth. xvi. 9
;
1 Thess. ii. 9

;
elsewhere with the

genitive. With the ace. properly,
"

to have present in spirit, to

hold in memory ;" as Luther translates
; comp. Winer's Gr., 30, 10,

p. 184.

Ver. 9.
" In whom I suffer unto bonds as an evil doer

;
but the

Word of God is not bound." Paul points Timothy to his own ex-

ample, in which, as I think, he discloses to him the power of the risen

Son of David, as a blessing attendant on this remembrance. This

view gives to dAA' & Aoyo? a natural force of which it otherwise seems

destitute. The power of the Risen One makes him, on the one

hand, strong to suffer unto bonds as a malefactor, on the other se-

cures his word against any such restriction. Modern interpreters all

refer KV u> to the immediately preceding may. the iv o> then denoting
not "

grounded in" (Matthies), but "
in proclaiming which" (De

Wette). My own explanation is not incompatible with this con-



SECOND TIMOTHY II. 10. 207

struction : still I deem that the more exact construction, and

more accordant with the ordinary use of ev in such cases, which

refers it to the emphatic 'Irjcrovv Xpiarov above. It is, however,
elsewhere the manner of the apostle to connect with such an

intervening clause, as is here the Kara TO ev.
ftot>,

while yet adher-

ing to the main course of thought. Me^pi deoii&v indicating degree,

as Phil. ii. 8, fj-txpi Oavdrov. Stress is laid on w^ Kanovpyog (as by

Wieseler), as pointing to the augmented rigors of the apostle's condi-

tion, compared with that indicated by the letters written during his

previous imprisonment. Yet the mere chains may suffice to put him

on a level with malefactors, and "a chain," "bonds," "prisoner/'

are terms found in those letters. The worse condition, however, is

indicated by iv. 16, etc.
" Not bound," in contrast with the chains

of the apostle, is = "
runs," 2 Thess iii. 1. Chrysostom beautifully

says :

" the teacher was bound, but the word was flying abroad
;
he

inhabited a prison, but his doctrine ran as if endowed with wings,
over all the world." It is also rightly remarked that the ov dederai

need not be referred exclusively to the labours of the apostle j

coinp. Phil. ii. 12-14.

Ver. 10.
" On this account I endure all things for the elects'

sake that they also may obtain salvation which is in Christ Jesus

with eternal glory." It harmonizes perfectly with our view of vers.

8, 9, that here, in the language of De Wette,
" the train of thought

reverts back to ver. 8, in order to complete the exhortation by point-

ing to the Christian's hope." What more natural, if ver. 8 points
to the power and glory of Christ (which in the apostle reveal them-

selves in his sufferings), than now to present as the end of this suf-

fering the attainment of that eternal salvation and glory which is

certain in the risen Saviour. Timothy thus learns through the ex-

ample of the apostle,, both whence he receives power to suffer,

and what is the lofty purpose of his suffering ;
but in the eyes of

the apostle both present themselves in the risen Christ, who is pre-
sent to him in Spirit. Am TOVTO, De Wette and Huther, after Ben-

gel, refer to the immediately preceding ; (because the Word of Grod is

not bound, therefore), and take did rovg Info/trove; not as an additional

reason, but as defining'more exactly the did rovro. But 610, rovro

thus taken, seems unnatural
;

for the reason contained in the Di-

vine Word's not being bound, and that contained in the did rovg K.
}

even though we refer the expression to the positive idea of a wider

diffusion of the word, seem still but remotely connected
;
nor again

does the fettered condition of the word form any proper ground for

his
"
enduring all things." For the apostle's readiness to suffer he

makes no way dependent on any temporary obstructing (which yet
is certainly not without the limits of possibility, and of his expecta-

tion, see at Phil. ii. 17), or advancement of the gospel, although he
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certainly sees in this latter a proof of the power of his Lord. I

prefer, therefore, to refer did TOVTO at once to what follows, as a com-

prehensive and emphatic intimation of the thought subsequently

set forth. These epistles abound in abrupt transitions. The

thought, finally, remains essentially the same. Hdv-a refers to his

present position with all its sufferings. 'TTro/itVw, not merely a pas-

sive endurance, but the maintenance of one's position as under an

attack (Tit. ii. 2).
'E/cAsKTot here, as at Tit. i. 1, the chosen of God

;

thus, neither with De Wette, those exclusively to whom the gos-

pel has as yet not been preached, nor with Flatt, etc., exclusively

those to whom it has
;
to this temporal consequence of the election

there is here no reference. For neither can those who are yet unbe-

lieving, in contrast with those already believing, (KOI avroi, accord-

ing to De Wette, as already believing), be called the elect
;

for the

latter are still elect
;
nor can believers, as shewn by the following

tva
}
be exclusively meant, since they are already saved by faith. On

the contrary, all is clear, if the apostle, looking away from its tem-

poral realization, has in view God's eternal purpose, whose accom-

plishment his calling is under all circumstances to subserve. For,

further, it is not his extraordinary firmness in enduring suffering, and

the impression thus produced on the elect, which he here has in view

(as De Wette, Huther, etc., think), but, in accordance with his exhor-

tation to Timothy to shrink from no sufferings as a soldier of Christ,

the fact that looking to the high purpose of his calling, he cheer-

fully meets all that it imposes. To shrink were to abandon his

apostolic calling, and bring to nought its noble purpose. Kal avroi,

themselves also, besides the apostle. IwrT/ptaf, conceived by the

apostle positively, as well as negatively, is emphatically determined

by the TT/C tV Xp. 'I. (Winer's Gr., 20, 4), pointing back to ver. 8.

Herd 66%. a/wv.then brings out the positive feature of acjrrjpiag. The

grand aim, is to conduct to such glory, as presents itself, and
with certainty, in Christ

;
and hence says the apostle, I endure

all things.

Ver. 11. Hiarbs 6 Aoyof cannot, on account of the following yap,

as rightly maintained by De Wette (Matth. i. 18, where yap, namely,
introduces a lengthened explanation, presentJfe different case), be

referred to what follows.*5 It attaches itself naturally to the fore-

going. Having presented the high goal of his apostolical striving,

the apostle now declares that this salvation and glory on the promise
of which rests his apostolical calling, is certain

;
that the declaration

which assures it is reliable. The following,
"
for if we be dead with

him," etc., is then not a confirmation of this but an explanation.
It states the universal condition (here to be specially laid to heart by

Timothy), under which alone, yet with certainty salvation can be

* Even Huther regards it as introducing what follows.
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achieved. This condition is, to die with the Lord, that we may live

with him
; to suffer, that we may reign with him a consequence as

certain as that, conversely, our denial of him involves his denial of

us, and our faithlessness can never nullify his essential truth and

fidelity. We must he dead with him (d-rro6avlv} Aor., the condition

must be first fulfilled); then shall we live with him. This dying
is not the spiritual death of the old man, Horn. vi. 3, seq., but the

devotion of our life to death with him and for his sake, as at 1 Cor.

xv. 31, "I die daily ;" 2 Cor. vi. 9, iv. 10, comp. at Phil. iii. 10.

Such is the demand of the context Timothy being called upon to

endure suffering as also of the following vnop.evo^ev}
K. r. A. On the

expression, comp. 2 Cor. vii. 3. On tfi^aojuev, comp. Rom. vi. 8, 9,

and with this the reference of our passage to t-yT/yep., ver. 8. 2v^-
oofj,Ev}

elsewhere only at 2 Cor. vii. 3, thus again specially Pauline.

If d-rreddvofiev appears as a single act (the source of the Kad' rjfj-epav

aTTofl.), vTToneveiv, on the contrary, and the following verbs mark con-

tinuance. With vnofievu supply avv avrti. On the term GV\L$CLGI-

Xevav (peculiar also to Paul), comp. 1 Cor. iv. 8
;
on the thought,

Horn. v.l7,viii. 17
; Eph. ii. 6, though in the latter passage we are

also to note (see Harless), the variation in the thought. Sv^/v,

ovpfiaoikeveiv form a manifest climax
;
to share not only his life, but

his glory, his dominion. E/ apvovpeOa, sc. avrov, as shewn by the

apodosis ; comp, Matth. x. 32, 33. Olshausen gives correctly its im-

port here
;

it marks the succumbing of feeble faith under suffering

and persecution. 'A.maTovp,ev is not "
unbelief," but, as shewn by

the apodosis marbg [ievei, with its explanatory dpvifoavdai, K. r. A.,
" unfaithfulness ;" thus marog elsewhere with the apostle ; comp. at

ver. 2, and specially at Rom. iii. 3, and there De Wette. Hiarbg

\iivei is resolved by the confirmatory clause,
" he cannot deny him-

self ;" faithlessness as well as fidelity thus meets a response in the

essential truthfulness of the Divine nature. 'Enelvog dvvarcu thus

belong together, as corresponding to d dTnoTov^ev it is obvious

why the writer does not proceed Kanelvog d-marsl, but gives the

thought this positive turn. We need not, therefore, with De

Wette, subordinate el dmorovnev in thought to the preceding, and

regard it as a justification of the K-aKKivo^ apvijaerai. Tap after apvr\-

oaoOai is retained for external reasons
; comp. Tischendorf. On the

asyndeta in the union of the preceding clauses, of which the two

latter form a contrast to the former, comp. Winer's Gr., 60, 2.

There seems no ground for recognizing here, especially admitting yap,

ver. 13, as genuine, strophes of a Christian hymn ;
as Heydenreich,

Mack, etc., after Paulus (Memor. 1, p. 109), Hunter. (Early Christ,

poesy, p. 29).

VOL. VI. 14
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3. DUTY OF TIMOTHY IN KEFERENCE TO THE PREVAILING TEN-
DENCY TOWARD EMPTY LOGOMACHY.

(ii. 14-26.)

The apostle having already united the two injunctions to suffer

for the gospel, and hold fast the form of sound words in faith and
love

;
after illustrating the former, proceeds now, vers. 14-26, to the

second, and sets before Timothy his obligations as a preacher of the

gospel, in reference to the prevailing inclination for empty verbal

strifes. He is to remind them of that which has just been set before

him by the apostle, and to warn against vain strifes of words. If he

would have his work approved before God, he must adhere to the path
indicated by the \\n\ of truth, avoid empty and profane babblings,
which as shewn by examples, plunge deeper into ungodliness. If in

consequence of this propensity the faith of some is subverted, he is

not to be troubled
;
the foundation of God remains unshaken. In

a great house, such as, in fact, the church represents, it is impossi-
ble but that diverse and even antagonistic elements should be found

blended
; yet still it behoves one to purify himself from all that

renders him unservicable. Timothy, therefore, must flee youthful

lusts, and cultivate all Christian virtues, and especially union
;
he

must avoid foolish controversies which generate strife
;
for to the

servant of the Lord, strife is not becoming, but the opposite con-

duct.

Ver. 14. Tavra vTronipvrjtjKe, viz., what was said vers. 11-13.

That certainty of future glory in case of faithfulness, which has just

been suggested to Timothy by way of incitement in his calling, he

is to urge in opposition to the tendency to verbal strife. Tav-ra thus

forms the transition from 1-13 to 14, seq. Similarly, 1 Tim. iv. 6, 11
;

Tit. iii. 8. 'Trro//. as at Tit. iii. 1. It is something known, that Tim-

othy is to urge afresh, and that not to the teachers, but to believers

generally. At diaiiaprvpofixvog, comp. 1 Tim. v. 21
;
found again at

2 Tim. iv. 1. M^ Aoyo^etv, after C.^^^D.E.F.G.I.K., etc., transla-

tions, the Fathers, comp. Tischendorf, I regard, with De Wette, as

unquestionably the correct reading ; although A.C.* Vulg. It. Aeth.,
and the Latin Fathers read Aoyopz/^a which Lachmann has received,

and Matthies and Huther favour, who then connect 6ta[i. &v. TOV

itvpiov with vf70fiifirr)aKK. De Wette justly remarks that tiia.fi.
is wont

to introduce exhortations (comp. the passages cited and Eph. iv. 17),

and that, with its strong emphasis, it would scarcely accord with

ravra vnofi. It, at all events, connects itself far more appropriately

with the following earnest warning against Xoyofia^lv. Huther's ob-

jection that dtafiapTvponai never occurs with the infinitive, is, if we
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compare the other passages in which Iva or the imperative follows,

utterly without force
; and, in fact, paprvpofiai in the same sense as

here dm^., is at Eph. iv. 17 constructed with the infinitive. M?/ Aoyo-

the same disease as is reproved at 1 Tim. vi. 4 (yoa&v ....
yo/tfjfc/a^). The same warning against it is still needed, and

Timothy's duty is to encounter it. E/$- ovdev xpriaipov, added appo-

sitionally to Lifj /toy., comp. Winer's Gr., 59, 9. We have here the

same species of polemics as in the two other epistles ; comp. Tit.

iii. 9
;

1 Tim. i. 4. But this propensity is not barely unprofitable ;

it gradually seduces from the faith,
"
for the subversion of the

hearers." Thus p) Aoyoju. has for its subject the authors of these

strifes. Karacrrpo^?/ in its proper signification, 2 Pet. ii. 6
; comp.

below ver. 18 and Tit. i. 11
;
so dg nadaipeoiv, 2 Cor. xiii. 10. 'Errt

marks not so much purpose as result (Winer's Gr., 48, c. e., p.

351) ;
for we do not find here an error aiming directly at an over-

throw of the faith.

Ver. 15. "Labour to shew thyself approved of God," etc., a

warning having reference to the same perverseness as shewn by ver.

16. AoKtjUo^-, probatus, spectatus, Bom. xvi. 10
;
1 Cor. xi. 19, and

elsewhere with Paul : on rrapaaTTjaat so constructed, comp. Eom. vi.

13, 16, 19
;
2 Cor. xi. 2

; Eph. v. 27, etc. Approved as epya-n??

dveiraiaxwrog, thus, in his vocation as teacher : on epydrrjg so used

comp. 2 Cor. xi. 13
;
Phil. iii. 2. 'KvE-natoxwrog (only here) taken

either as
" not ashamed" (Mack, Matthies) or not shamed, not

needing to be ashamed ( De Wette, Huther, and Olshausen). For

the former signification they point to i. 8
; ii. 3, seq. ;

but this

subject is finished at ver. 13 : its immediate connexion with -rrapa-

arfjaai indicates the other meaning : in this sense too it is used, as

De Wette remarks, by Josephus, and corresponds to the OVK aia%w-

6-qaoiiaL (shall not be put to shame) of Phil. i. 20
;

1 John ii. 28.

It is difficult to fix precisely the signification of the following 6p-

OoTo^ovvTa rbv Adyov rrjg akrfidaq. 'Opdoropelv signifies
" cut straight,

in a straight direction." This signification is but remotely applica-

ble to Adyof. It has been applied, "but without any authority
from usage" (De Wette), to the cutting of the sacrificial animals,
or to the division of bread by the olnovo^o^. This explanation gives

the wholly irrelevant thought, expressed also by Luther's version,

of rightly dividing
"

i. e. distributing according to the needs of the

hearers, the word of truth" ( Matth. xiii. 52). Thus expressly

Gloss, ord. Gregor. Naz. (see Heydenreich, p. 152) and Heydenreich.
But neither usage nor its contrast with Xoyofj.a%slv and rag 6e fteft. rcevo.

TrepiiaraoOj ver. 16, is compatible with this view. Still less can it be

applied to the cutting away of foreign elements, or false doctrines

(= v60a Ttfivecv} Chrys., (Ecum., Theoph.) since falsehood dwells

not with the word of truth
;
and just as little to the distinction
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between law and gospel (as Ols. and Calovius), since the clause does

not contain this sense, and the context does not suggest it. Keep-
ing in view the contrasted false teaching of the context, we can

apply the term not to appropriate handling of the word of truth,
but to adherence to the word

;
it thus becomes similar in sense to

the "
holding fast to the word" of Tit. i. 9, or as Huther expresses

it, the opposite of Ka-mrjteveiv rbv Xdyov, Gal. ii. 14
;
2 Cor. ii. 17.

So with the fathers dpdoropsiv = 6pOti$ diddaiceiv, and dpOorofiia =
6pOo6o%ia, 6p8o6t6aaK.aMa, is used in contrast with Katvorofua ; see

Heydenreich, p. 180. We thus with De Wette, etc. regard the

word as used (as commonly r^vetv)= " cut" scil. a road, way ;
thus

the word of truth denotes here metaphorically the road which

Timothy is to pursue. Euripe Rhes., v. 422, cited by De Wette
;

evBeiav Aoywi/ re^vwv Ketevdov. The expression is thus closely allied

to the dpdoKodeiv Trpo? r. aXrfl. Gal. ii. 14, It is further specially

observable that the term stands in connexion with 066$ = recti

dirigere viam, LXX. for i*:, Prov. iii. 6
;

xi. 5. Huther objects

against De Wette that in the above passages 666v is actually adjoined.

True
;
but may not Adyof TTJ? dA. be designated metaphorically as

the 060^ ? For even granting Huther's signification of "
rightly

divide," how does he thence deduce the more general meaning

(which is here demanded) of " rightly to deal with a thing so as

not to falsify it"? He appeals to KCUVOTOHEIV as authority for less-

ening the force of T&HVELV yet in this I think the fundamental sig-

nification is always visible.

Ver. 16. The author now characteristically exhorts Timothy to

practice himself what he is to urge upon others :
" but avoid pro-

fane and vain babblings." Of course no open apostacy from the

faith is intended, against which it is inconceivable that the apostle

should have warned Timothy. Be/3. itevoQ. as 1 Tim. vi. 20, coinp.

with iv. 7. Hepda-raao, go out of the way, avoid, as Tit. iii. 9. It

contrasts naturally with 6pdor. as above explained.
" For they will

advance to more ungodliness." Recent interpreters explain the
"
they" of persons, from avrtiv following. 'A<7ej3a$-, gen. dependent

on TrAetov, not ace., -rrpoKOTrreiv being always intransitive = progredior.

Except at Luke ii. 52, the word, as also -rrpoKo^, is confined to Paul
The future form of these errors, (the future should be carefully

noted) together with their consequences is exhibited at 1 Tim. iv. 1,

seq ;
2 Tim. iii. 1, seq.

Ver. 17. '"And their word will eat as a canker." Not with

most expositors to be taken of the outward spread of evil, but with

Mack of its inward working, and thus a heightened statement of

the previous sentiment. This is shewn by the reference to its influ-

ence on Hymeneus and Philetus
;

while the clause " shall over-

throw the faith of some," marks no very wide diffusion of the
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heresy. The sense then is :

" their doctrine leads ever deeper into

error." Tdyypaiva properly, perhaps, mortification
; comp. Winer's

R.W.B. on the disease. Nofirjv K&I, coinp. Acts. iv. 17, diavEfieodat

properly == have pasture, feed, a familiar expression for the spread of

ulcers (comp. Passow on
vofirj). Examples are Hymeneus and Phile-

tus
;
the former named at 1 Tim. i. 20

; the latter not elsewhere named.
Ver. 18.

" Who in respect to the truth have erred while assert-

ing that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith of

some." 'AcTTo^sw, as 1 Tim. i. 6
;

vi. 21. In what sense they main-

tain that the resurrection is past, it is difficult to determine. Our
surest authority is found in the passages in which the apostle

speaks of the false dotcrjou; of these iiaraiotioyot ; Tit. i. 14, seq. 1 Tim.

iv. 8, and especially iv. 1, as the picture of the future drawn in this

passage is taken from the historical present. It was natural for

such a tendency, proceeding from a false contrast between flesh and

spirit, to deny the resurrection of the body. The positive import
of their doctrine then was not that the spiritual resurrection, spoken
of at Rom. vi. 3, is the only true resurrection

;
but they rather desig-

nate this as the fruit of their extraordinary wisdom and ascetic prac-

tices, since, as our passage shews, their doctrine stands in a specific

connexion with their special tendencies, and has developed itself from

them. In like manner the later Gnostics : comp. Iren. adv. hseri.

II. 31. 2. Esse resurrectionem a mortuis agnitionem ejus quse ab

eis ( G-nosticis) dicitur veritatis. Tert. de Resurr. c. 19, etc
;
see

at Heydenreich, De Wette, etc. That such a heresy in the apos-
tolical age is not inconceivable, and that hence we are not compelled
to refer the language to Marcion, see Gen. Introd., 3. It is

decisive against this reference that the error is not specified as a

fixed trait of the profane babblings opposed by the apostle ( which

according to Baur at 1 Tim. vi. 20 are the gnosis of Marcion) but

an exceptional product of them in individuals. Others explain this

assertion that the resurrection has already past, of the renewal

of the generations by natural birth (raq en Traido-nouag 6iado%ag dvdo-

raaiv -npooriyopevov, Theodoret), or of a political restoration, or of

the resurrection of some dead persons at the death of Christ (Matth.
xxvii. 52, so Schottgen, Bottger), views all utterly unsupported and
hence deservedly rejected by recent interpreters. ( Comp. Mack in

Opp. p. 472). Kal dva-peirovaiv rr\v nvuv martv, adds the apostle
as a point of connexion for ver. 19. 'AvarpsTreiv, evertere, as Tit.

i. 11. ITtcmf, is their Christian faith of whose integrity an essen-

tial element is their hope of a future resurrection : cornp. 1 Cor.

xv. 13, seq.

Ver. 19. Yet in contrast with the subversion of the faith of

some "the foundation of God stand-eth." Zrepeog and KarrjKe opposed to

dvarpenovatv. The foundation, therefore, thus unassailable by error
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is obviously not individual Christians (
at orepeal ^vxai, according

to Chrys.) but the church, as the divinely founded structure whose

corner-stone is Christ (1 Cor. iii. 10, 11), and whose permanency
on earth is pledged by the dominion of his Spirit in it, who ever

leads and binds to Christ. Of it as a community, not of the in-

dividuals in it, holds unconditionally the promise of Matth. xvi.

18, and the words "
pillar and ground of the truth" of 1 Tim. iii. 15.

Others have understood by the BepiXtos the "foundation of the truth"

(Theodoret); or still more definitely, Christ, appealing to 1 Cor.

iii. 11 (Bretschneider) ;
or the fundamental doctrine of the resur-

rection ( Michtelis etc.) ;
or the promises of God (Ambrose) ;

the

unshaken faith of God (Bengel); the election of grace (Calvin, etc.).

Decisive against these, as remarked by De Wette, is the fact that

the following tokens point manifestly to such as belong to, or wish

to enter into, the house of God, as well as the continuation of the

figure, "but in a large house," etc. The term BepeXioq (sc. At'0of),

originally= foundation-stone; must not, as Iluther rightly remarks,
be taken strictly in this signification, since then assuredly the oko<5o,u//

built thereon could denote only the church of Christ: nor need we en-

large its signification to that of edifice, palace, as it signifies in fact

Jer. vi. 5
;

Is. xxv. 2, in the LXX. = V-N ; it signifies foundation,

substructure, and the selection of the term is explained from the

contrast with the preceding, which demanded, on the one hand, the

designation of the church as something firm and unwavering, and

on the other, as those fallen away were undoubtedly a part of the

edifice, led of course to a distinguishing of the foundation from that

which is built upon it and is liable to Ml (1 Cor. iii. 12). For

when the apostle speaks of it, not as here in its essential duration,

but in its temporal manifestation (ver. 20) he compares it with a great

house which contains in itself diverse and even antagonistic elements

("some for honor, others for dishonor"). This OsfieXiog adds the

apostle, has a seal. The part, fyuv assigns the reason of the pre-

ceeding,
" in that it has," etc. 2<j>payi$ denotes "

seal" and " im-

pression of a seal" by which a thing is secured, or designated in its

proper nature, or confirmed and ratified. The apostle elsewhere

also uses this expression in its metaphorical signification, as Rom.
iv. 11; 1 Cor. ix. 2, and so also ofipayifa, Eph. i. 13; iv. 30; 2 Cor.

i. 22; Rom. xv. 28. This seal is here conceived as consisting in an

inscription, borne by the 0e/it'Aie>f, for which analogies are found in

Deut. vi. 9
;

xi. 20
;
Rev. xxi. 14. 2</>payif, however, is not there-

fore to be deemed simply equivalent to ypd^ara the words " hav-

ing this seal" represent the inscription as a pledge that the church

founded by God has an indestructible basis. The inscription runs

as follows:
" The Lord knoweth them that are his:" and,

" Let every

one who nameth the name of the Lord depart from iniquity." The
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first expression is taken from the LXX (Numb. xvi. 5), who take

y?*i for yy\ The inexact citations found elsewhere with Paul pre-

vent this from occasioning any suspicion regarding its authorship by
him : cornp. e. g. De Wette at Kom. iii. 4. The citation involves

no falsehood, as the fundamental thought is in both cases clearly

the same. Its import is here made perfectly clear by its historical

relation : as there the Lord presides over his church and makes

known who are his own, so also with the New Testament church :

he knows his own, and distinguishes them in fact from those who do

not belong to him. In the church, therefore, of which the Lord is

the head, error can never establish itself in the place of truth, and

succeed in overthrowing the divinely laid foundation. But again
the inscription states the requisition made of those who will be the

Lord's. To depart from iniquity is an indispensable prerequisite to

being recognized as his own. The words preserve, doubtless, as re-

marked by interpreters, the historical relation involved in the Syvu

Kvpiog, comp. Numb. xvi. 26 ( Is. Hi. 11). That yvw marks not an

abstract knowing, but an acknowledgment which manifests itself, is

clear alike from the historical relation of the passage, and from its

use elsewhere : comp. 1 Cor. viii. 3; Gal. iv. 8; and Winer's Cornm.

on the passage : agniti a Deo ut qui Dei sint (nam Deus, inquit

Pelagius, non novit iniquos) sc. datis bonis spiritualibus. 'AdiKia

opposed to moral rectitude, involves, but not exclusively, false doc-

trine, comp. ver. 22.
"
Every one who nameth the name of the

Lord" is not = n; diaa
-,;?

"
to call on the name," etc. (ver. 22) : to

name here = to profess.

Ver. 20. Having declared that they only belong to the divine

foundation who belong truly to the Lord, the apostle turns to the

church in its actual manifestation; (comp. on the change to oinia at

0ejue/Uof, ver. 19). As this in its composition from various and even

adverse elements, seems to contradict his view, he proceeds to shew

on the one hand that this circumstance, as being virtually involved

in a great house which the church, in fact, appears, is relatively neces-

sary; and on the other, to connect with it the admonition to purify
onesself from all that which in the house of Grod can make one a

vessel of dishonor. M?yaAg, great, is to be carefully noticed; it ex-

presses the same thought as the parable of the net (Matth. xiii. 47).

As this, when thrown into the sea, cannot but enclose fish of all

kinds, so the church as a large house, cannot but contain vessels of

various value and use. And that this juxtaposition of various

and discordant elements is not in conflict with the divine purpose is

clear from our passage and still more from Matth. xiii. 24, seq. It

needs no proof that olitia, here is not, as understood by Chrysostom,

Thedoret, etc., the world; but (with Cyprian, Augustin, etc., comp.
in De Wette) the church in its temporal condition : neque enim de
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eoctraneis disputed Paulus, sed de ipsa Deifamilia Calvin (other-

wise Rom. ix. 21, seq.) There are here two classes contradistin-

guished, not as of good and less good, but as for honor and for

dishonor; although each class agnin admits subordinate gradations,
as of gold and silver on the one side, and of wood and clay on the

other
; comp. Matth. xiii. 23. ZKEVT] the same figure as Rom. ix.

21, seq. Similar in thought but with a different application, 1 Cor.

iii. 12. To the distribution by ov fiovov d/1/.o nai corresponds
the a fiKv a <Je.

" For honor" and "
for dishonor" as Rom. ix. 21,

seq., which passage shews beyond doubt that no mere difference in

degree is intended. Rightly, De Wette : the honor and dishonor

are not that of the house or of the possessor, but of the vessels

themselves.

Ver. 21,
"
returns," says De Wette rightly,

" to the admonition

by a warning couched in general terms, but intended for the en-

couragement of Timothy." It declares our duty to purify ourselves

from all that makes us vessels of dishonor, and to become vessels if

honor. 'E/tKoflatpej used only by Paul, 1 Cor. v. 7,
= expurgo. 'Arro

TOVTWV can refer only to a 6k e/f art/itav, which, as shewn by the fol-

lowing onevos els rip'tv, we are to understand of persons. Hence we

must not, with many interpreters, explain IKKU.O.,
"
to separate ones-

self," but pregnantly, by purification to separate onesself from

these
; comp. dnoo-iJT^j ver. 19.

" A merely negative condition,"

remarks De Wette
;
but what needs there further for members of

the Christian church than to separate themselves from that which

tends to dishonour, in order to be vessels of honour ? And the apos-
tle proceeds indeed to name not the special characteristics of indi-

viduals, but what holds in common with all Christians. 'Hymo/zt'voi',

svxpijorov without an intervening KO.I (comp. Tischendorf ); thus the

asyndeton of enumeration, 'HyiaapKvov as consequence of tKKadai-

peiv ; sanctified, viz., in Christ, in whom they stand, by his Spirit.

The figure anevog by no means requires that Jjyiaofi. be taken less

spiritually than elsewhere. Evxprjoro^^t for use, here and iv. 11
;

found elsewhere only with Paul at Philem. 11. ^eano-rjg carries out

the figure. Etf irav epyov djadbv 7/roi/xacr/^tVov, comp. Eph. ii. 10.*

* Our explanation of verse 19-21 being conceded, it presents the church in a twofold

aspect as God's structure visibly established in the world, to which only those belong,

who belong truly to him, and as a great house comprising discordant and antagonistic

elements. The propriety of distinguishing between a visible church, and an invisible,

which forms the immovable basis of the visible, is from this just as clear as the impro-

priety of reducing, even but approximatively, its actual manifestation (jteyuArj main), to

the form of the arcpedf Oe/t&iof, and hence excluding the anevij elf urifilav. Should the

church reach by separation, the position in which it no longer resembles the "
great

house," must it not again desire to become such, and becoming such, can it be otherwise

than every
"
great house," as represented by the apostle ? Is it anticipated, in case of

casting the net amidst fishes of every description, that no bad one will be caught ? Such

a hope were as thoroughly human as the fear that the mass of non-Christians may over-
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Ver. 22.
" But flee youthful lusts/' as the opposite side of the

required fitness for all good. The previously latent reference to

Timothy here becomes manifest, and definite. The requisition that

he purify himself from all that makes him unserviceable in the

house of God, renders the warning against youthful lusts (for tho

allusion 'is not to the love of novelty), perfectly comprehensible
without our assuming, with De Wette, that it deviates from the

general train of thought. Ver. 23 merely resumes the topic from

which the writer had deviated, and which, in view of the moral

quality of the errors which he reprehended, had led him over into

the field of moral conduct. The warning against youthful lusts

is intelligible only on the supposition of the youth of Timothy,

comp. 1 Tim. iv. 12. He is warned against all the moral dangers of

his time of life, which include, as Chrysostom, Theophylact etc.,

observe, not only fornication, but every inordinate desire
;
as inso-

lent passion, ambition, avarice, etc. Especially may the apostle
have referred to vain glory, strife and. the like, as he subsequently

gives prominence to elp^vr) nerd -ndvruv, etc. Qevye di'w/ce as 1 Tim.

vi. 11
;

1 Cor. vi. 18
;
1 Thess. v. 15. kucaioavvr] is here also the

quality of moral rectitude which springs from faith and love.

^.tKaior^vvrjv r??v naff ohov dperi]v Aeyet, ri]v iv j3i(i) evcrtjSsmv, Chrysos-
tom. It is the opposite of ddifcia, ver. 19. E/p^v?? is to be connected

with the following \itra ;
it is spiritual union and fellowship with

those who call on the Lord (as characterizing the Christian also,

1 Cor. i. 2); here, however, is added, as antithesis to the seducers,
KK KaOapag Kapdiag, which is wanting to them

; comp. 1 Tim. i. 5, 19,

iv. 2
;

Tit. i. 15.

Ver. 23. At variance with this pursuit is the occupying himself

with questions (1 Tim. i. 4, vi. 4; Tit. iii. 9), as they generate strifes

(cornp. 1 Tim. vi. 4
;

Tit. iii. 9) ;
hence Timothy is to avoid them

(napaireloOai as Tit. iii. 10
;

1 Tim. iv. 7). Mcopai, as Tit. iii. 9.

'AnaidevTog only here,
= untaught, foolish, insipidus (Winer's Grr.,

16, 3), frequent with the LXX.
; not, = " unserviceable for cul-

ture."

Ver. 24. Such striving (/m^ea&u) is unbecoming to the servant

of the Lord
;
the term referring here, as is shewn by the following

predicates, to Timothy in his official calling, not as a Christian
;

whelm the Christian element. " The foundation of God standeth firm," says the apostle;

and not external separation, but internal purification is named as the means to be em-

ployed. If the passage thus comes on the one side in conflict with the false spirit of

separation, so on the other with the zeal for union which makes an equal recognition of

all that is found in the fj.eyu'Xrf oiKia ;
this also takes away the foundation. Both tenden-

cies spring from the common ground of a confusion of the twofold aspects of the church,

as a "
foundation," and as a "

great house." The former class transfer to the church as a

fj.fyu'hri oinia, that which properly applies to it only as a 0eyue?.tof ;
the latter apply that

which holds of the church only in its earthly manifestation to its character as a

or rather ignore this character altogether.
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though in itself 6ovAo$ K. is applicable also to the other relation
;

comp. 1 Cor. vii. 22
; Eph. vi. 6. His appropriate characteristic is

paternal mildness and kindness toward all; comp. on /}~*of, 1 Thess.

ii. 7.
" Toward all" he must stand above parties ; didaKTinvv, in-

structive, not fond of controversy, comp. 1 Tim. ii. 2
;

ih-t^iKuKov

(Wisd. ii. 19, the substantive), not irritable, not lightly influenced

by reproach and reviling.

Ver. 25. And where he has to do with gainsayers, he must meet

them with Trpao-rjs (mansuetudo erga alios, animus nutura ^edatus,

qui aegre ad iram incenditur, Winer, at Gal. v. 25), and in such gen-
tleness admonish (so vovdeoia, Tit. iii. 10, comp at 1 Tim. i. 20),

those who oppose themselves (roi-g dvTifiia-iOefiKvovg}, i. c.
}

as De
Wette remarks, not qui veritati resistunt, but those who frame

dvTideoeig (1 Tim. vi. 20); di'TfAeyoi/ref, Tit. i. 9, not (i>Tii;nnn'<i/, in-

open unbelievers, as 1 Tim. v. 14. " This mildness," says IV Wette,
" toward the false teachers is indeed surprising ;

but they are con-

ceived as yet recoverable
; only where past the hope of improvement

are they given over to themselves, Tit. iii. 11." More correctly ;

the apostle regards these dvndiar. with their sT/iv/aa^, not as proper
heretical teachers, as we have repeatedly perceived ;

but as di

in the faith, who are to be brought back to health. Their error has

a moral basis
;
hence /iTpore 6<l>r] avrolg 6 Oeb<; fierdv01or, ic/iefhcr God

may not perchance, etc. (&JT/ not du> is given by the best Codd., here

evidently a conjunctive). Change of mind, moral conversion is their

grand need, that they may attain to the err/yvwatf, full knowledge of

the truth, and, ver. 26, they be recovered to soberness out of the

snare of the devil, being caught by him at his (God's) will.
" Their

condition is that of spiritual intoxication
; comp. invityeiv, 1 Cor.

xv. 34, and vfaeiv, 1 Thess. v. 6, 8. 'E
rjfc,

K. T. A., constructio

prsegnaus, comp. Winer's Gr., G6, 2, p. 547. Ilayig rov Aia
t i. 1 Tim.

iii. 7, vi. 9. De Wette's regarding the word didfioXoc; as unpauliiie,

stands connected with his rejection of the Epistle to the Ephcsians,

comp. Eph. iv. 27, vif 11, and HariVss. The last words K^pr/iiti-oi

far' avrov eig rb ticeivov 0eA^/za, are, by the latest expositors, Matthies,

De Wette, and Huther, conceived as belonging together, which may-
be regarded as settled

;
but the pronouns ZKEIVOV and avrov they

refer to the same subject, didpoXog. It seems chiefly in favour of

this view that ^(^yp^Kvoi, thus construed, unites itself better, as ex-

planatory, to the preceding Traytf. But to me this explanation seems

superfluous, and the thought feeble. And why then the change

from avrov to KKeivov, even if it is possible (comp. De Wette, who

points to Plat. Cratyl., p. 430, E. Kiihner, 629, Rem. 3)? It cer-

tainly suggests to our minds a change of subjects, and thus for

avTov, doOAof, for KKKIVOV
}
6 Otof, as Wetstein, Beugel, and Mack, ex-

plain ;
for dovAos is here the principal subject, while KH.UVOV would
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point to 6e6$ in contrast with the immediately preceding
The term ewyp7?juevof, precisely as Luke v. 10, = tarken alive, would

then point antithetically to the being caught by the snare of the

devil. From his captivity they have fallen into another, which is

defined by the following eig TO ineivov fleA^a ; slg standing in con-

trast to KK Trayidog. An analogy to the entire passage is then found

in 2 Cor. X. 5
', al^/ia^Ti^ovreg Ttav vor^a dg rrjv vTTatcofjv TOV Xptarov.

How mnch more fitting that with this appended clause prominence
should at the close be given to the duty of the servant of the Lord.

In the sense of " deliverance" to which De Wette objects, we cer-

tainly need not take twyp. ;
a new, blessed imprisonment has suc-

ceeded to the former wretchedness. The dovko$} although, literally

speaking remote, is not really so, as it is the principal subject ;

neither is the thought unnatural
;
for the metaphor is suggested

by that immediately preceding, and the passages adduced, Luke
v. 10

;
2 Cor. x. 5 are of a character entirely similar. The reference

of faypeu to catching fish, is here foreign to the connexion. So to

wit, Theophylact, who refers the two pronouns to God. Others with

even less of plausibility understand avrov of 6ia[3. and KKKLVOV of God,

taking elg = Kara. The interpreter can hesitate only between the

two first named views of which the latter appears to me decidedly

preferable.

4. KEFEEENCE TO THE PHENOMENA OF THE LAST TIME, AL-

KEADY DISCLOSING THEMSELVES, FOB THE PUEPOSE OF INSTEUCT-

ING TIMOTHY IN EELATION TO THEM.

(iii. 1-17.)

According to De "Wette, the author at ii. 14-16 deviated from

the purpose of the epistle, but still more here, where he even throws

his glance into the future. But what warrants our regarding the

summons of Timothy to Eome as the single object of the epistle ?

This personal matter rather, from ii. 1-4, 8, is subordinated to the

admonition to fidelity in his official calling, and reappears only at

iv. 9. But neither at ii. 14-26, where he prescribes to Timothy his

proper conduct as a preacher of the gospel in the face of the pre-

vailing inclination for empty strifes of words, has he wandered from

his purpose, nor here at iii. 1-17, where he points to another error

which on account of its immoral character, he designates as the pre-
cursor of the last time

; which, as being seduously and incurably
hostile to the truth, Timothy is totally to avoid (in contrast with

the instruction given him ii. 25, seq., in respect to the Aoyo^a^eZv).
He characterizes this more fully iii. 6-8

; gives Timothy, ver. 9,
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the consoling assurance that in consequence of their manifest

dvoia, these seducers shall not push their success far
;
reminds him,

in opposition to this heresy, of his own personal example, to which

Timothy has attached himself, and from which he may also derive

this, that persecutions are inevitably attendant on a life of godli-

ness, while it is otherwise with those seducers, ver. 13
;
in order

then to summon him (ver. 14), to adhere to that which he has

learnt, the pledge for which is the personal example of the apostle,

and the Word of scripture, 15-17, which can make him wise unto

salvation.

Ver. 1.
" But know this" (the reading yivuoKere, according to

A.F.G., etc., I cannot with Tischendorf, regard as correct), begins
the apostle, passing over to a new and distinct topic, and by in-

structing Tmothy in regard to the last time, enlightens him in re-

gard to the phenomena of the present. Parallel to this passage is

1 Tim. iv. 1, seq. The design, in each case, of the mention of the

future, is to enable Timothy to judge from it of the present, and

under such circumstances to determine his duty. Alike there and

here the apostle's statement regarding the future form of the Chris-

tian life, rests substantially on antecedent predictions of the Divine

Spirit ;
but the definite form under which this general prophecy is

conceived, springs from the apostle's power to read the future in the

present (comp. 1 Tim. iv. 1, seq). In our passage, however, it is

not, as there, future apostacy to which the apostle points, but im-

morality as it will disclose itself under the Christian appearance
and name

;
for it is this immorality which constitutes the affinity

between the seducers specified at 6-8, and the men of the future,

and which renders them precursors of that future.
" In the last

days shall arise Kaipol %aXeTroi." The "
last days" are not here of

course the period of Christianity (as Acts ii. 17
; Heb. i. 2), for here

there is no contrast with an earlier period ;
but the last times of

that period, as 1 Pet. i. 5 ;
Jude. 18

;
2 Pet. iii. 3

;
for the author

speaks of a future time in reference to the present, as shewn by the

context (IvoTTJoovrai, loovrai), and by a comparison of 1 Tim. iv. 1

(vorepoi Kaipoi). On the absence of the article comp. Winer's Gr.,

19, 1, under natpog. 'Evcr-r/aovrai, not, as De Wette rightly re-

marks, a future in a future, viz., imminebunt, but = aderunt, will

arise: so also tveen-u? of the present, Gal. i. 4
; comp. Winer's

Comm. in loc. Kaipol xaterroi, severe, evil times
;
so Eph. v. 16,

rinepat TTovT)pai, Gal. i. 4
;
1 ^ohnv. 19.

Vers. 2-5 explain the Kaipol ^aAerroi ;
the times will be severe

on account of the immorality of men. "hvOpw-noi describes men in

their general character, the majority. The epithets describing them

do not strictly pursue one continuous line of thought, although
their immediate and particular grounds of connexion are easily dis-
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cernible. Qikavroi = self-seeking (only here), is prefixed as the root

of the following vices
; comp. on the contrary, 1 Cor. xiii. 4-7. As

immediate consequence fyihdpyvpoi, avaricious, comp. Luke xvi. 14
;

1 Tim.iii. 3 (a0/lap.); parallel in sense is Kom. i. 29. As further

consequence (cornp. on the contrary 1 Cor. xiii. 4) dka&veg, also at

Bom. i. 30 = boastful
; imeprityavot, proud with contempt of others

;

similarly at Rom. i. 30, connected with dka&veg pXdoQrjfioi, not

blasphemers (of Grod), but revilers, a trait springing from their con-

tempt of others
; comp. Tit. iii. 2. Tovevoi diretdelg as Bom. i. 30,

giving rise to the subsequent traits
; d%dpio-oi (Luke vi. 35), un-

grateful ; dvoaioi, impious (1 Tim. i. 9); doropyoi, without natural

affection (Bom. i. 31). To daropyoi attaches itself as Bom. i. 30,

aanovdoi, implacable (and covenant breakers ?); then, 6id(3okoi

(1 Tim. iii. 11
;

Tit. ii. 3), slanderers, to be distinguished from (3hda-

(fyrjfjiOi, open revilers
; again aKparels, dvijuepoi, dfaXdyadpi, a group by

themselves, and found only here. The first, the opposite of tynpa-

TTJs (Titx i. 8), thus incontinent, without self-control
; dv^epog, un-

tamed, wild
; a</>j/laya0of, the opposite of fakdyadog (Tit. i. 8), not

loving good ; e%dpol navrbg dyadov, Theophylact. Further, Trpodorat,

TTpoTceTelg} perhaps united from correspondence in sound, as previously
the expressions with a privative ;

the former term found also Luke
vi. 16

;
Acts vii. 52

;
here not traitors to Christianity or to Christ,

which would not accord with fyovreg juop^wcrtv, ver. 5
J but, in the

usual sense, thus men in whom is no fidelity ; -npod. rr\q fakiag, Chry-
sostom. IlpoTTETelg (comp. Acts xix. 36), temerarii, reckless, fool-

hardy. TervQufiKvoi (comp. at 1 Tim. iii. 6, vi. 4), wrapt in mist,

conceited, inflated. Qifajdovoi [lakXov ij fyihodeoi both terms only
here a designed paronomasia, rather pleasure-loving, than God-

loving ;
on the thought comp. Bom. xvi. 18

;
Phil,

iii, 18, 19
;

James iv. 1.
"
Having the form of godliness but denying its power."

M6p<f)uaig also Bom. ii. 20, but in another sense
; here, form in op-

position to substance
; appearance without reality. 'Hpv^evoi,

having denied, an act whose consequences they still feel
; comp. Tit.

i. 16 ;
ii. 12. The entire passage reminds us strongly of Bom. i.

29-31, with which the one before us has in common several words

not found elsewhere. The apostle is describing, says Olshausen,
" a new heathenism under the name of Christianity." It follows

finally, of course, that men are described in their collective charac-

ter, the particular traits varying in different individuals. Ver. 5

shews that they do not with all this openly renounce the truth.

Kat Tovroig dnorpeTTov, connects itself with the first imper., ver. 1,

yivuoice points to the effect which such knowledge is to produce on

the conduct of Timothy. The transition to the present is exactly
as at 1 Tim. iv. 6. The fully developed character of these future

sons of evil, has its harbinger in the people of the present ;
simi-
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larly, 1 John ii. 18. 'A.-Korperreodai only here.; in like manner e/f-pe-

neaOai, 1 Tim. vi. 20, constructed, as here, drror., with accusative of

the thing = aversor. With persons of this class Timothy is to have

nothing to do
;
with them, as precursors of the last time,

"
instruct-

ing in meekness," is of no avail
;
their destiny, as sedulous adver-

saries of the truth, is to
" wax worse and worse." They resemble in

their resistance the magicians of Egypt ;
but like them they will be

arrested in their course, through their manifest and self-destroying

folly. With all this, it appears mere caprice to identify the error

here denounced with that of ii. 14, seq. The author rather speaks

here, in contrast with the foregoing, of a course of action past

remedy, in regard to which Timothy's only duty is to keep clear of

it on the one hand, and all the more firmly to maintain the truth

on the other.

Vers. 6, 7^ The ground of the apostle's admonition rovrovq dno-

rpETTov (since he certainly at 1-5 was speaking of the future), he now

explains :

"
for of these are they," etc. Not literally, but in moral

relationship, the men whose conduct he is now depicting, belong al-

ready to the future. The tu rovruv eloiv must be regarded as the

principal criterion of these
;

this teaches Timothy how he is to re-

gard them. We need not then conclude with De Wette, that the

features sketched, vers. 2-5, do not point to these false teachers,

since it is precisely this immoral character under the outward shew
of piety which the apostle specifies as their leading characteristic.

'EvdtJi'ovref, stealing into houses, marks the stealthy and dissembling
conduct of these seducers (Chrysostom, TO <m/tov, rfjv andr^r, r^v
KoXandav

td/J/lwffej'); al^fta^ri^ovre^, the consequence of Kvdvvetv

marks their skill in subjecting others to their power (1 Cor. x. 5).

Their aim is directed to ywaiKtipia (a contemptuous expression, point-

ing to their weakness and openness to temptation ;
the art. found

only in Minusc.), who are laden with sins (comp. Rom. xii. 20), led

by diverse lusts (dyeadat, led, controlled, as Rom. viii. 14
;
Gal. v.

18); ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the

truth (in consequence of their sins, from which all the pangs of con-

science cannot force them
; KnupuOr) avrtiv

rj didvoia, Chrysostom).
" This delineation," says De Wette,

" of soul-hunters and of their

booty is remarkable. We must not, however, with Mosheim and

Flatt, distribute the various traits among various classes of indi-

viduals, as the specialty of the picture lies in their union." The same

phenomenon appears in the later Grnostics
; comp. Iren. adv. haer. I.

13, 3, of the Grnostic Marcus
; fid^iara rrepl yvvaiKa^ cUfgoAesrM, K. r. A.

Further proofs with Heydenreich, p. 181
;
Baur die Sogen. Pastor-

albr. p. 36. Those who assign the Pastoral Epistles to the second

century, of course seize eagerly on this point in support of their

view
; yet none can demonstrate that the same phenomena may not
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also have appeared in the age of the apostle. On n^de-rroTe (only

here) not oMeTrore, comp. Winer's Grr., 55, 5.

Vers. 8, 9.- Glancing back at the admonition rovrovg dnorpE-rrov,

the apostle, after portraying the employments of these seducers,

continues :

" but as Jarmes and Jarnbres," etc., for the purpose of

disclosing clearly to Timothy his relations to them and theirs to

him. Like Jaunes and Jambres they are open adversaries of the

truth
;

in relation to whom the only consolation is found not in the

hope of their being reclaimed, but of a sure and speedy end wrought

by their reckless folly. The ground of comparison with those

magicians (Ex. vii. 11, 22, viii. 6, seq.), is first, that these, like

them, openly withstand the truth (avQiaravrai ry dtydeia), and

second, that the two have a like end
;
both are speedily detected

and put to shame. The passage docs not assert expressly that these

seducers of the apostolical age also practiced sorcery ; yet the com-

parison certainly becomes more forcible, if they are regarded as re-

sembling the others in the form of their opposition, and thus as

resorting to magical arts
; comp. ver. 13, joijre^. The preparatory con-

ditions of such practices could not be wanting in an age when Chal-

dean wisdom and art were already widely .diffused (comp. Hug, II.,

130). We may refer especially to Simon the Magian, Acts.

viii. 9
;
to Elymas at the court of the Koman proconsul, Acts xiii.

6
;
to the itinerant Jews, Acts xix. 13

;
above all to the ra KEpiepya -npd-

gavres, at Ephesus (id. loc. 19). The existence therefore of such

forms of error at Ephesus could by no means surprise us (Hug. II.,

131, 132
;
Neander apost, Zeitalt. I. p. 359, seq., Winer's R.W.B.;

articles Magier and Zauberei). This feature would harmonize per-

fectly with the immoral character of these seducers
; proofs with

Baur as above.

The names 'lavv^ and 'la^p^ (also 'ludw^g 'la^v^ MojU/Jpifc)

are, according to Theodoret, drawn from Jewish tradition (comp.

Targ. Jonath. Exod. vii. llj etc); according to Origen and Ambrose
from the apocryphal book, Jamnes and Mambres liber (comp. Hey-
denreich, p. 84, seq.) According to tradition they were sons of Balaam
and originally teachers of Moses, then his chief opponents, etc.

comp. in Heydenreich, who further adds that also heathen writers

mention these men, e. g. the Pythagorean Numenius, in the second

century after Christ,according to Orig. c. Cels. iv. 51, Euseb. Prasp.

Evang. ix. 8. Pliny H. N. lib. xxx. ch. 6, names the former. Ac-

cording to Orig. tract. 35 in Matth. many persons of his time took

offence at the apostle's citing from an apocryphal book (unde ausi

sunt quidam epistolam ad Timotheum repellere, quasi habentem in

se textum alicujus secreti : sed non potuerunt) : recently Dr. Baur
has done the same. But we have according to Origen, a like case at

1 Cor. ii. 9 (in nullo enim regulari libro . . . invenitur nisi in secretis
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prophets Eliae); and which is still more decisive can 1 Cor. x. 4

be understood otherwise than by a reference to Jewish tradition ?

See Meyer in loco
; setting aside entirely Jude 14, seq. Why, it is

very properly asked, should the apostle, who makes use of heathen

writers, not also borrow from Jewish tradition barely the names of

two sorcerers, when in all other points he adheres to the record of

Moses, and makes not the slightest reference to the monstrous fea-

tures which tradition has attached to them ? It cannot assuredly
be maintained that the magic arts form the point of the com-

parison. The apostle designates these men as Kare^dapfiKvoi rbv

vovv. This corruptness of mind they have indeed in common with

others ( 1 Tim. vi. 5), as well as their reprobateness in relation to

the faith (Tit. i. 16
;

1 Tim. i. 19
;

iv. 1
;
vl 21) ;

but their mode
of manifestation is different.

The second point of the comparison is given ver. 9, aA/l' ov

7Tpon6\l>ovaiv im nheiov. 'AAAa in contrast with dvOior. ver. 8, properly

they will not advance further, thence they will not make further

progress, L e. in external success. The declaration has been deemed

contradictory to the prediction of the perilous times, ver. 1, as well

as of the statements, ver. 13 and ii. 17. The latter passage we dis-

pose of by referring it not to outward diffusion
;
but even were it

otherwise we have already shown that the two passages do not refer

to the same subject. Also ver. 13 treats of an intensive progress in

nXavrj ; and, if the words of ver. 9 be pressed as by De Wette, we

might doubtless say with Bengel :

" non proficient amplius : quam-

quam ipsi et eorum similes proficient in pejus :" but this is unne-

cessary ; Chrysostom has given the true explanation : nav yap -po-cpov

dvd/)<7ij rd TJJS nkdvrjs, el$ rekog ov 6iavenei. The more rapid this ad-

vancement to the worse (ver. 13), the more speedily will their dvoia

disclose itself. And with the prediction of ver. 1 our declaration

stands not in the remotest contradiction
;

for assuredly the fact

that these seducers in their gross immorality foretoken the last days
does not warrant the inference that their special form of error

(which is not the special ground of their being called precursors) will

continue and increase until that period. And why should the forger

of the epistle have proved himself so utterly void of sense ? The
reason why the course of these seducers will be arrested is that their

glaring folly will soon be manifest to all
;

their iniquitous course

will prove its own overthrow, as did that of the celebrated antago-
nists of Moses. Entirely different is the apostle's mode of regarding
the erepodidaaieaXeiv and Aoyo/io^elv. It behoves Timothy and Titus

and the presbyters whom they ordain, to struggle against them with

all the force of sound doctrine in order to bring back the diseased to

a healthy faith. The term dvoia, again at Luke vi. 11, applies not

merely to their foolish conduct in spreading their error, but also to
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its substance as an exhibition of their amentia. "'Earai naoi, marks

a near future
;
as this arrives, their future progress is impossible ;

but possible, certainly, until its arrival. Even this furnishes a rea-

son why we should not deny to the error all temporary diffusion,

and thus bring the passage into conflict with ver. 13.
" As was also

theirs," comp. Exod. viii. 18, seq. ;
ix. 11.

Vers. 10, 11. The connexion is rightly given by Chrysostom :

aAA' ov rd rjfj,erepa rotavra. teal TOVTUV av fidprvg (?). As the proceed-

ing of these men condemns itself, so the apostle can point Timothy
to his own conduct as that which commends itself. He reminds

him of the impression made by his personal example, which had

induced Timothy to attach himself to him. 2i> 6s, but thou, Timo-

thy, in contrast with the above mentioned. Uaprj/tokovOrjaag (ac-

cording to A.C.F.Gr. : Tischendorf after D.E.I.K., etc. naprjKohovOrjKag

as 1 Tim. iv. 6) is explained
"
to follow a thing, to go after it,"

Timothy being conceived either as an eye-witness, or instructed by
others. But Timothy did not know as an eye-witness all the perse-

cutions : to explain with Wieseler,
"
to follow in spirit," is in the

contrast, feeble and unmeaning; and ver. 14, ov 6s psve, presupposes
in like manner a fuller signification of TrapatcoXovOeiv. The fuller

meaning therefore which it has unquestionably (1 Tim. iv. 6)
"
probo,

amplector," must be adopted here. The apostle reminds Timothy
of his having yielded to his example and attached himself to him

;

and taking the Aor. as unquestionably the correct reading, he refers

to the original act in which Timothy devoted himself to him, as we
see him elsewhere alluding repeatedly to Timothy's publicly declar-

ing for the apostle and for the acceptance of the office of evangelist.

Hence we see why the apostle does not refer to the dangers which

they had shared in common, but to those previous persecutions in

Timothy's own native region which had decided him to unite him-

self with the apostle. For it is scarcely credible that he should

have commenced a complete enumeration of his persecutions in

which case why commence with Antioch in Pisidia and then so

suddenly discontinue it. Wahl, Mack (and apparently De Wette,

Huther, and certainly Matthies), explain napaic. as " imitor" refer-

ring it not barely to Timothy's resolution but to his subsequent
conduct. To the objection justly urged against this, that Paul men-
tions only these persecutions, and omits all the later perils in which

Timothy was his companion, and might be said with more propriety
to have imitated him, it is replied that the sufferings mentioned

happened in the native region of Timothy. But this is a fact which

seems utterly irrelevant to the subject. The construction too of

rcapan. with &wy/ioZf seems, with this interpretation, very unnatural.

Mack's interpretation, "thou hast in thy conduct followed my teach-

ing," Matthies, De Wette, and Huther rightly reject.

VOL. VI. 15
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Mov rq did. fiov emphatic in its position, corap. Winer's Gr. 22,

7, Kem. 1. It is constructed with the following nouns. Ty did. in

the same sense as 1 Tim. iv. 6 (whence also the accompanying -nopaic.

should have a like signification as there). Ty dyoryq com p. Esther

ii. 20
;

2 Mace. iv. 16. Rightly Theodoret = ?)
did TWV tpywv

Tro/Ureta, conduct, vita- ratio, in general contrast to the immoral

conduct of those seducers. Ty npoOeaei comp. Acts xi. 23 (xxvii. 13)= purpose which controls the conduct of life. IImf in its ordinnry

signification as the ground of all action, us shown by the following

aya-7/. M</ h-poOv/iia toward the " crooked and perverse generation"

(Phil. ii. 15) not as Theoph. specially toward false teachers. Hence

the more general dydiri), love, shown alike in the "long-suffering"
which does not yield to exasperation, and in tn-ojuoiv/ which < nilnres

without terror or exhaustion. This "endurance" (VTTOJUOK/J) leads

naturally to the mention of persecutions and sufferings in which it

was displayed. But 6iwynoi$ is not therefore to be constructed

grammatically with vTro/tovjl as with KV understood, as Flatt main-

tains referring to 2 Cor. xi. 26, but stands coordinate with the pre-

vious terms. To explain -rrapaK. by
"
imitari" would certainly make

this a very harsh construction, as Timothy could not imitate the

sufferings, and that the apostle refers, as Huther thinks, to his

mode of enduring them, is unsupported by the context. Hapaic. as

explained by us, intimates that Timothy had followed with appro-
val alike the apostle's teaching and sufferings on behalf of the

gospel, and moved by his triumphant deliverance from them, had

become his associate.
" Which befell me in Antioch, Iconium,

Lystra": comp. Acts xiii. 50 xxv. 20. On the ground of the spe-

cification of these sufferings see above. Baur in remarking that

the author in accordance with the previously mentioned reference to

the Gospel of Luke, attaches himself to the Acts, and that the fact

of these being first mentioned in that part of the Acts which re-

cords Paul's missionary journeys, was the reason of his selecting

these particular persecutions, disposes altogether too easily of the

matter. For this author's acquaintance with the Acts must surely

have informed him that Timothy was at that time not with the

apostle. We must therefore seek some deeper reason for this selec-

tion; and if it is furnished by the context, the entire reasoning in

favor of the fabricator falls to the ground. Or if the genuineness
of the epistle is compromised by its harmony with the Acts, would

the absence of such agreement be an argument in its favor? Comp.
Matthies p. 533, Anm. Parallel with the old poi tyevero, the apos-

tle adds in a relative clause in reference to dtwyjuotf, oiovg diuynov$

vnrjveyKa= what sufferings I endured (the word vno<j>. also 1 Cor.

x. 13
;
1 Pet. ii. 19.)* The apostle lingers on this topic as it in

* Erasmus and several recent scholars, as Eleydenreich, Flatt, Mack, and flnallj
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fact furnishes, as shown by ver. 13, the strong point of contrast

between his course and that of the false teachers. They knew

nothing of persecution, because they knew nothing of godly living :

but they also know nothing of the deliverance of which the apostle

boasts in the words nal KK navrw, etc. Such the walk of the apos-
tle in contrast with that of these seducers.

Vers. 12, 13. The mention of his own persecutions suggests

the remark that "
all too who will live godly in Christ Jesus shall

be persecuted." What has happened to him will hold universally

as an inevitable attendant on godly living. The remark places on

the one hand the fortunes of the apostle in their right relation to

those of the false teachers, and on the other, intimates to Timothy
his own duty. Well, Chrysostom :

" be not disturbed if they are

exultant and you are in trials : such is the nature of the service."

The enmity of the world is always provoked by contrasted piety :

comp. John xv. 19, xvi. 33
;
Matth. v. 11, x. 22, 38 ;

1 Thess. iii. 3.

OI dsXovTes, who will, have the earnest purpose (comp. Winer's Gr.,

65, 7) ;
hence not superfluous. To his own experience and that

of all the godly the apostle now opposes that of the false teachers :

theirs is not persecution for the sake of 'righteousness, and a tri-

umphant endurance of it (such the natural deduction from ver. 12),

but are ever deeper plunged into error. So Chrysostom and Hey-
denreich. De Wette and Huther take the contrast differently, the

latter on the ground that sufferings for the sake of godliness, and

advancement in evil coupled with outward prosperity for such is

the thought suggested by the adversative position of the clauses

form no proper contrast. They regard ver. 13 not as contrasted

with ver. 12 but with vers. 10, 11 (ver. 12 being interposed inciden-

tally), which thus defend and praise the conduct of Timothy in fol-

lowing the example of the apostle, while they on the contrary (13)

proceed on to worse, deceiving and deceived. But in vers. 10, 11,

the apostle is rather defending his own conduct than applauding
that of Timothy ;

and to take -rrapaic. as intimating that Timothy
has imitated the apostle in all these qualities and experiences, so

that the defence of his own procedure involves a defence and praise

of Timothy, is forbidden by ver. 11
;

for it is then inexplicable why
he should have mentioned these persecutions rather than those in

which Timothy participated. The relative clauses, ola, olovg, are

then also without any clear significance ;
and we should expect, as

Huther himself concedes, rather a reference to Paul's mode of

enduring these sufferings, while the context refers exclusively to

their existence. And how difficult to sever ver. 13 from its con-

"Wieseler, take oiovf 6tuy. as an independent exclamation
;
a violent break in the con-

struction for which there is not the slightest necessity. Hence Matthies, De "Wette, and

Huther have rejected it.
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nexion with ver. 12, and put it in contrast with ov -napTjK. ver. 10 !

And the clause,
"

evil men and seducers," etc., can in its general

import, much less naturally .form the definite antithesis to ov 6i,

ver. 10, than to the general,
" and all too who will," etc. Hovypoi

too points clearly to this contrast. Kat y6ij~e$ defines -xorripoi ; the

language, though general, has reference to those named ver. 8.

Torres as connected with Trovrjpoi is not merely a simple designation

of the subject but involves in itself a judgment, in which the npo-

KOTrreiv eZf xelpov finds its explanation : it is thus to be taken not in

the strict signification of sorcerers, but perhaps "jugglers." We
may not refer it therefore with certainty to magic arts, though it is

very possible that these errorists resorted to such secret rites. Ilpo-

itfyovoi inl TO xfipov on the alleged contradiction of these words to

ver. 9, ov TrpoK. em nvUtov, see above. The language here not merely
"can" (with De Wette) but must (tnl TO %eipov) be taken inten-

sively. The mode of this progress is indicated by the words TrAavuiv-

rcf and TrAavwfifvot : these are to be referred, not with Bengel, to

different subjects, but to the same, designated alike by -urjjpoi and

yorjreg .

"
Deception," says De Wette,

"
always involves self-decep-

tion." HXdvT) is to be taken here alike intellectually and morally.

Vers. 14, 15. 2v <Je (*eve, Thou, Timothy, in contrast with the

preceding, and pive with npoKOTrreiv d$ xeW v - The admonition

stands in close connexion with ver. 10, ov 6e TraprjK. : as Timothy once

joyfully attached himself to the apostle, so he is now to abide by
that which he has learned,of which he has the double assurance and

pledge in the example of the apostle and the testimony of scripture.

Kat tmarudw, supply a ; the word must not be confounded with

tmarevOw (quse tibi concredita sunt) : but signifies (comp. Passow,
De Wette in loco) "in regard to which thou hast been assured :"

& fiera TrA^po^opmf /i<z0e$-, Theoph. ;
a heightening of trades. El6u>g

refers not to KmoruOrjg but to the admonition /at've and assigns its

reason. Instead of napd rivog A.C. ftF.G. 17, 71 read rrapd rivuv and

if the harshness of a reading is sufficient to vindicate its correctness,

then this is here with Matthies to be adopted. The natural refer-

ence were then to Timothy's mother and grandmother, and Timo-

thy's early piety were appealed to. To me in view of the context

in which -rrapd -ivog has so manifest a reference to the apostle's per-

sonal example, this reading seems the more probable. For that

the apostle does not expressly name himself, if we glance at 10, 11,

cannot surprise us
;
and the reading rivuv might readily originate

from i. v., united with the consideration that Timothy was a Christ-

ian when he joined the apostle. To the "
many witnesses" of ii. 2,

there can be no possible allusion, as these persons could stand in no

such important relation to Timothy. Comp. for the whole 2 Tim.

i. 13, ii. 2. Ver. 15 contains another ground for urging the
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KCU on, K. T. A. Grammatically we may either take on as a resolu-

tion of the preceding participle (comp. Winer's Gr. 63, II.), with

the majority of interpreters, or as dependent on eWwf, rather in the

sense of "
reflecting," as De Wette and Huther. The former con-

struction yields a better train of thought. 'Arro fipfyovg comp.
Acts xvi. 1, and 2 Tim. i. 5. The collective phrase rd lepd ypd^ara
is found only here : ordinarily 77 ypaQrj, al ypafyai, ypafal ayiai, Bom.
i. 2.

" Able to make thee wise ;" the participle dwdpeva is to he

taken as present, since olda$ has a present signification : it marks
the permanent quality of the scriptures which must determine

Timothy to abide by what he has learnt. That quality is that they
can make him wise unto salvation through the faith which is in

Christ Jesus. They become therefore a testimony to that which is

learnt by Timothy. Zofiiaat (at 2 Pet. i. 16, but in a different sense;

as here with the LXX., Ps. xix. 7, cxix. 98
;

Sir. xxxviii. 24) marks
here not the first instruction, but the successively advancing grades
of practical knowledge. Its goal is salvation : comp. Theophylact ;

" not as outward knowledge renders man wise to deceit, and soph-

istry and verbal strifes, whence the perdition of the soul, so is divine

knowledge : for this renders wise unto salvation." Am r?}g marec^

cannot, as by Heydenreich, be constructed merely with curipiav, as

thus the article must have been repeated : together with the limit-

ing etf auTrjpiav it is to be referred to the verb. "
Through faith,"

etc., marks the necessary condition of the use of the Old Testament :

only the believer therefore will find in it the truth of salvation
;
thus

not the unbelieving Jew. To take 6ia mareuq as expressing the means

inhering in Scripture in the sense of passages like Gal. iii. 6, seq.,

23, seq., is forbidden by the limiting clause ev 'I. Xpiarti with its em-

phatic rrj$ ; since Tciang ev Xptarw 'Irjaov never denotes elsewhere
" faith in Christ," but " faith which originates in Christ" (comp.
Winer's Gr. 31, 2) ;

this meaning also would require the omission

of 'Irjaov ; and vers. 16, 17 which illustrate the adaptedness of the

Scriptures to make wise unto salvation, make no mention of faith but

presuppose it.

Vers. 16, 17 illustrate this capability of scripture by declaring it

all divinely inspired and profitable for doctrine, etc. Kat, which is

wanting only in versions and in the Fathers, must on external and
internal grounds be deemed genuine. Qeorrv. as well as o>0e/U//of is

then a predicate of -ndaa ypa^ij. For if nat meant "also," and
6e6-rrv. were an epithet adjoined to ndaa ypcKprj, an KOTI would be in-

dispensable. And taking them both as predicates, we must trans-

late Trdaa yp. not "
every scripture," but "

all scripture, scripture in

all its parts," as remarked by Dr. Hofmann, who cites for this use,
ndaa olaodop), Eph. ii. 21, and Harless in loco, and -ndc; olicog, Heb.

iii. 3. The omission of the article is natural in a word like
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which readily assumes the character of a proper name, and in fact

has done so 2 Pet. i. 20
;
and so also ypa'/^a-a, John vii. 15, without

the article (comp. Winer's Gr., 17, 10.) De Wette,
"
every scrip-

ture is divinely inspired," etc.; Huther,
"
every scripture, inspired

of God, is profitable." The latter thinks that no doubt was to be

presumed regarding the inspiration of the scriptures, and hence that

point needed not to be asserted. But the term OEOTTV., as pointing
to the Divine origin of the scriptures, confirms the statement of

their ability to render wise to salvation. Used here passively (coin]).

Winer's Gr., 16, 3), "it attaches itself to the -rrvevfui because the

Divine spiritual power was conceived as the breath of life," as De
Wette remarks, referring us also to the ideas of the Greeks and

Romans regarding the Oeia i-n'nrvoia, the divi'nus afflatus. Transferred

to things, as here, it marks these as a product of such Divine influ-

ence, though wrought through human instrumentality. The entire

Old Testament is here specified as such a product, and we have no

right to restrict this quality to individual parts (Hufinann, Weiss.

u. Erf. I., p. 42, seq). But on the other hand the term does not

warrant our building on it a theory of inspiration, and of determin-

ing from it the relation of Divine and human agency in scripture.

2 Pet. L 21 speaks more definitely on this point ;
it at least places

prophecy beyond the sphere of human will
;
but it speaks only of

prophecy, and even in what it asserts, does not exclude human par-

ticipation. A true theory of inspiration cannot be formed from one

or the other passage of scripture, but can only grow truly and liv-

ingly out of the consideration of the object which is to be a product
of Divine inspiration. See as above on this subject, Dr. Hof'mann,
1 Th. iv., seq. Kat a><tvU/io is the natural consequence of the pre-

ceding attribute
; profitable for doctrine : a yap dyvooiy/ev, irrtvOev

fjavddvonev, Theodoret. ITpdf eteyxov (in A.C.F.G.A., the synony-
mous tAey/zov)

= for the conviction and rebuke of human wicked-

ness
; &Ky%et yap fjfjtiv rbv Trapdvofiov (3iov} Theodoret, and comp.

Tit. ii. 15
;

1 Tim. v. 20. Hpb$ t-navopduoiv, only here = eman-

datio, improvement, properly, restoring to an erect position ; Tropo-

KaAfZ Kal TOV$ nofarpaTTKvrag K-rraveXOelv elg rrjv evOelav 6<56v, referring

thus to our moral deficiences and offences. The last expression,
" for discipline (rratdeZav) in righteousness," sums up the whole ;

comp. Tit. ii. 12, and at Phil. i. 11. The succession of individual

characteristics marks the successive stages in the influence of scrip-

ture. The final purpose is that the man of God may be perfect,

thoroughly furnished unto every good work. "Aprtof, only here

rt'/utof, perfect ; Col. i. 28.
" The man of God," neither here nor

at Tim. vi. 11, employed in relation to Timothy's special office. The

entirely general term of ver. 16 makes the reference to his calling

as an evangelist, assumed by De Wette, wholly irrelevant, while it
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is equally tmconsonant with vers. 14, 15. Timothy's familiarity

with the scriptures is not to incite him to steadfast adherence to

them on the ground of their ability to perfect him in his calling, but

to make him, as every" Christian, wise unto salvation. Thus " the

man of God," denotes simply the Christian ;* the condition im-

plied in the did Tuareg, ver. 15, in the use of the scriptures, is in-

volved in the expression. The apostle speaks not primarily of

Timothy's official character, but of that personal adherence to the

truth which is its indispensable condition, and to which he is to be

urged alike by the example of the apostle and his acquaintance
with the scriptures.

"
Every good work," is not, therefore, with

Bengel, to be understood of the works enumerated in ver. 16, viz.,

teaching, reproof, etc., for ver. 16 teaches not how the scripture

may be used in dealing with others, but how it influences personally
him who is conversant with it. The language has the same wide

Christian application as ii. 21. rR%rymape!VQ$ found also Acts xxi. 5
;

corresponding in meaning to Luke vi. 10
;
Rom. ix. 22

;
1 Cor. i.

10
;
2 Cor. xiii. 11

;
so ^rocpoop&'Of, ii. 21

; properly, make com-

plete, thoroughly equip, as of a ship.

5. CONCLUDING AND EAKNEST ADMONITON TO TIMOTHY, TO ZEAL-

OUS, FAITHFUL FULFILMENT OF HIS CALLING.

(iv. 1-8).

This section closes the apostle's admonition to Timothy in re-

spect to his public calling. It sums up the various previous instruc-

tions regarding his duty as a teacher, by urging it on his heart

(vers. 1, 2), in the form of a solemn adjuration ; by pointing, on the

one hand, to the degenerate period (3, 4) which is impending, and
on the other, to the apostle's own speedy departure (6-8), both of

which alike should quicken the zeal and fidelity of Timothy. The
latter reference to the apostle's present condition forms a natural

transition to the subsequent personal reference.

Ver. 1. The readings vary : yet by the unanimous judgment of

recent critics(comp.the critical remarks in Tischendorf ), alike ovv eyco

and TOV Kvpiov are to be cancelled
;
for 'Irjaov Xptarov, we ar^ to read

Xpiorov 'lt]aov)
and KOI -rr\v KTTKJ). for Kara r^v ETTUJ>. With all emphasis

{tiiafiaprvpofjuu obtestor, comp. ii. 14, and especially (1 Tim. v. 21) the

apostle lays the following on the conscience of Timothy. In the pre-

sence of God and Christ Jesus (evwrnov, 1 Tim. v. 21, vi. 13
;
2 Tiui.

* Dr. Baur understands the expression of those who in the church occupy the place

of God, and compares from the second century Ignat. ad Rom. ch. 6, on which, comp.

-Matthies, p. 541.
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ii. 14), who will yet judge
" the living and the dead," i. e., all, whether

at his coming they be alive or dead (1 Cor. xv. 51, seq.; 1 Thess. iv.

16, seq.; Acts x. 42
;
1 Pet. iv. 5), he conjures him faithfully to

discharge his office as preacher of the word. The emphasis laid

on this universality of the judgment is to admonish Timothy of

his own inevitable responsibility. This admonition the apostle

strengthens by mentioning two special points of that decisive event
;

the appearance of Christ, fearful as being the epoch of the judg-
ment (on im^dveta, comp. at Tit. ii. 13

;
1 Tim. i. 16, vi. 14), and

his kingdom then revealing itself in glory, and which following his

appearance, is the goal of all Christian hope. The repetition of

avrov has a rhetorical ground ;
each point is conceived indepen-

dently, and in its own full significance. The change of construction

in KOI TTJV erne}), explains itself; the construction with tvuxiov could

not be continued
;
hence the accusative is employed which is used

either entirely as elsewhere with verbs of swearing (Winer's Gr.,

32, 4), or to be explained from the somewhat modified significa-

tion,
"
later, or call to witness," as De Wette remarks, who refers

to Deut. iv. 26, diafj.. vfuv TOV re ovpavbv KOI ri\v y//i', but which, since

diapaprvpouai has not simply the sense of attesting, but of sup-

pliant adjuration (afterwauls imperative), is difficult. The reading
Kara might signify either

"
at, on the occasion of," or "

according to,

in consequence of."

Ver. 2 contains that to which Timothy is thus impressively ex-

horted :

"
preach the word," etc. On the asyndeton of climax, see

Winer's Gr., 60, 2. The imperative is used, not the infinitive or

iva to give emphasis to the discourse.
" Preach the word ;" there is

nothing to limit the term "
word," as Timothy is only exhorted to

fidelity to his once assumed calling of publishing the gospel. Thence

the thought advances to KTriorrjOi. The term is thus used only here
;

elsewhere adsto in its primary signification,
" stand by, come upon"

(also in a hostile sense), then " stand before," = insto, iminineo.

Here it is commonly taken = insto, be intent on a thing, de per-

sonis acriter rem suam agentibus (Wahl), as also Luther renders.

De Wette, however, questions this signification ;
and Huther, con-

curring, explains it of coming forth to believers and unbelievers with

the word of truth, a sense certainly not contained in ZnioTTjOi. In

my opinion its import is like that of t-Tu/m-g av-olg, 1 Tim. iv. 16, in

a similar connexion, only somewhat more intensive, like our " to be

on hand," to have one's attention and activity directed to a matter

(comp. Dem. in Phil. II., p. 70, 16, lypijyopev, i^arrinev in De

Wette). So Theophylact : fter' Inifiovijs KOI -ma-aoia$ ^d^aov.

'EmoTTjdi is then the continuation and strengthening of nijpvt-ov.

Grotius and many after him supply avrolg = urge cos, or accede ad

eos, sc. coetus Christianos, an addition unsustained by the connexion,
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and inconsistent with the general character of the exhortation, and
with the accompanying adverbs. EvKaipug dicaipug,

" an oxymoron,"
De Wette. On the asyndeton of contrast, see Winer's Gr., 60, 2.

As to the expression, comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 12 with Phil. iv. 10. Rightly

Theodoret,
" he urges him to regard every season as suitable for

this." He is not to wait like the rustic until the stream flows by.
The favourable and unfavourable circumstances are spoken of not

with reference to Timothy, but the hearers. Huther cites an ad-

mirable remark of Beza : nempe quod ad carnis prudentiam per-
tinet

;
nam alioque requiritur sanctee prudentiae spiritus, captans oc-

casiones ad edificationeni opportunas. How this activity of the

teacher is to adapt itself to the circumstances, appears in the fol-

lowing imperatives, eAey^ov, KTnri^rjaov^ -napandXeoov,
K. r.

A., corres-

ponding to the previous statements on the influence of scripture.

"EAeyo7>, first marks conviction and rebuke, spoken of generally, as

ver. 16, and hence not to be restricted to error in doctrine
; eTrmjitT/-

aov,
"
censure," marked by displeasure, a word frequent in the gos-

pels, found further Jude 9. But censure is to be connected with

the exhortation to long-suffering love, which ceases not to hope

(1 Cor. xiii. 7), and which seeks, not by compulsion, but by teaching
and conviction, to bring to the better path. The added KV -tracy,

K. r, A.., belongs exclusively to napaadXeaov. The construction of ev,

marking the manner of the exhortation,with one word denoting the

inward feeling, and with another pointing to the outward form and

method, De Wette deems objectionable. But narcpoB. involves, as

shewn by rracra, its manifestation, and &ifta i

xr\ is not doctrine, but

teaching, as the ndaa, which belongs also to it, shews ;
thus admon-

ish with every manifestation of long-suffering and teaching, which

the case demands.

Ver. 3 points as reason for* this injunction, to the coming time,
which renders necessary this zealous action. Not as Bengel and

others,
"

will be and is now ;" the connexion is the same as 1 Tim.

i. 3, seq., vi. 3, seq. ;
2 Tim. i. 14, seq. The present contains the

germs of the future whose characteristic is that men will not endure

sound doctrine. Owe dvegov-ai (2 Cor. xi. 4
; so, paardaai, Acts xv. 10),

from dislike to the nature and demands of sound doctrine. There is

sin in the heart, which will not be brought to light and rebuked. As

they will not yield to the self-denial required of them by the sound

doctrine, it becomes intolerable, and they settle the controversy by per-

verting the doctrine, and thus, "according to their own lusts heapingup

teachers," etc. Their own lusts (idiai in opposition to the sound doc-

trine to which they should submit), are their standard of doctrine : er-

ror has the same origin within the sphere of Christianity, as Rom. i. 18,

seq., attributes to it in that of heathenism. 'Emaupeveiv,, properly,

heap up= procure in multitudes, found only here (the simple iii. 6 ;
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Eom. xii. 20), involves the idea of contempt : TO ddiditpiTov

r&v didaaicd/MV did rov KTuaupevaovaiv t-d/;/l<><7, Theophylact. While
Kara rag 16. ?-. gives the law of this procedure, so Ki^jOofievot ~l

t
r

dicorjv, having itching ears (fyrovvrlf TI dicavoai naO"
>'j6oi>i'ir } Hesy-

chius) assigns its reason.

Ver. 4. The consequence is an entire turning away from tho

truth, and surrender to the empty fabrications of their own wisdom.

The " truth" is the Christian truth presented to them in the " sound

doctrine," whose substance is
fj oiicovopia OEOV

//
iv nia-rei, 1 Tim. i. 4.

In a general contrast with this the "fables'" have not the same his-

torical reference as in 1 Tim. i. 4, iv. 7
;

Tit. i. 14, but are a collec-

tive designation of their own wisdom as mere fiction in opposition to

certain truth, 2 Pet. i. 16. 'EnTpK-tKaOui as 1 Tim. i. 6, v. 15.

Ver. 5. In contrast with this the apostle yet a^ain in a compre-
hensive exhortation urges on Timothy the duties of his culling. "Be
sober (v//0e) in all things ;" for theirs is a state of spiritual intoxi-

cation, comp. ii. 26
;
1 Cor. xv. 34

;
1 Thess. v. 6. He is to main-

tain soberness and clearness of mind that he may not himself fall

into those snares, and be able to warn and admonish others. Kaico-

irdOTjoov, comp. i. 8, ii. 3
;
he must resist a perverse inclination.

"Do the work of an evangelist." .^comprehensive statement of

his duty ;
the explanation is given in ver. 2. EfcyyeAumfc is used

Acts xxi. 8, of Philip, as a standing designation, and Eph. iv. 11.

Rightly Theodoret : lueivoi nepuovre^ iK-r^vrrov ; as evayyeki&oOat

implies in itself announcing salvation where it was previously un-

heard
; comp. Acts viii. 4, xiv. 7

;
1 Cor. i. 17

;
2 Cor. x. 16

;
Har-

less at Eph. iv. 11. The diddonaAog on the other hand, is the teacher

of a particular definite church, from which he himself may have

issued. Timothy had assumed the office of an evangelist, and re-

ceived first the gift of the Spirit, 1 Tim. iv. 14, when he associated

himself with the apostle. To this vocation he is to apply himself,

whether in company with or separated from the apostle. The special

position which according to the first epistle he occupied at Ephesus,
rested on a special commission. Aside from this he is still an evan-

gelist, as even that epistle intimates. Of that temporary commis-

sion the present epistle contains nothing ;
it deals with his general

calling as evangelist, designating it as a "work" to be done, as a
"
ministry" to be fulfilled. We are then no more to infer from it a

permanent office of evangelist in the church, than to confound the

KTriOeoig %etptiv with later ordination to office. (Comp. Zeitschr. fur

Prot. u. K., Sept. 1849). T?p dianoviav oov TTArjpotyopTjaov, fulfil (pro-

perly, bring full measure, comp. ver. 17
;
Col. iv. 12), thy ministry

(dtanovia in the same general sense as dtditovos, 1 Tim. iv. 6); synony-

mous with this Col. iv. 17, TT/V Siaitoviav .... Iva .... TTAqpolc ; comp.
Acts xii. 25 ; Losner in loc. The heightening of the thought lies
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not in diaicovia, as referring to any superintendence of the church by

Timothy as acting for the apostle, but in nA?ipo(f>6pei. Timothy is

neither to be inactive, nor to allow dangers to deter him from per-

fecting that to which he has put his hand.

Ver. 6. The apostle now enforces this admonition in another

way by a reference to himself. ('Eyw emphatic contrast with at>).

He is at the goal of his course of life an admonition to Timothy
to all the greater fidelity in his vocation. It remains only that he re-

ceive the crown of victory which awaits alike him and all like-minded

with him 'this latter thought an encouragement to Timothy to fol-

low the apostle. STrevdojuat, as at Phil. ii. 17, "poured out as a

drink-offering ;" not sprinkled over, as dedicated for a sacrifice =
KaTaoTTei>dojj,aL. The choice of this term rather than 6vop.at is most

naturally explained from that passage ; his death is to him the

drink-offering which accompanies the sacrifice of faith
; although

here em ry 6vaia is not added, yet the same image as there hovers

before the mind of the apostle. The view that anevdo^ai is em-

ployed rather than 6vo[j,ai, because only the drink-offerings were en-

tirely offered (so Chrysostom, Theophylact, (Ecumenius, etc.), is justly

rejected by recent interpreters. The expression, finally, marks not

merely in general the nearness of his death, but as Phil. ii. 17, can

be understood only of martyrdom ;
and rjdrj already points to his

sufferings as the commencement of the onKvdeodai,
" and the time

of my departure is at hand," he adds in explanation. At avd'kvoiq

(comp. Phil. i. 23, dvaMeiv'), discessus, comp. Losner Phil, in

Flacc., p. 991, c.; rr\v KK rov [3iov rehevraiav dvdkvaiv. The image is

not drawn from a banquet ;
still less is dvdkvai$ a continuation of

GTTEvtionai, which should point to libations at banquets, as the two
would have no proper coherence. .

Ver. 7. He resembles the combatant for a prize, who has left

behind him the struggle and the race, and awaits only the bestow-

ment of the victor's wreath. " An incidental thought," observes

De Wette,
"

if vers. 6 and 5 stand in connexion," as they most as-

suredly do. How natural and profoundly true is at this point, the

apostle's glad and grateful retrospect of his life ! And in this lan-

guage how powerful the encouragement to Timothy to follow in his

footsteps! Tov dy&va rov naXbv rj-y^viofiatj "I have contended in

the noble contest," not " a noble," etc.; the reference to the contest

of faith (aywv rffc moreug) as he expressly designates it 1 Tim. vi.

12
;
so f] nahrj wjuoAoyta at the same place, the Christian confession

as such. On the metaphor comp. ii. 5
;
1 Cor. ix. 25

; Phil. i. 30.
" I have finished the course ;" the same thought in a figure drawn
from the race-course. The weight of the thought lies in the Per-

fects
;
hence here, as in the preceding, the terms are left with no

specific explanations. The same figure 1 Cor. ix. 24
;
Phil. iii. 12,
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seq.; Acts xx. 24. Without a figure and in explanation of it, he

adds, "I have kept the faith," etc., regarded as an entrusted posses-
sion

; comp. 1 Tim. i. 14. De Wette properly rejects the rendering
"

fidelity." As rfjv -niartv rerrjp. is the literal expression of what was

previously expressed in figure, mans can here denote only faith.

The apostle asserts of himself that to which, as a fundamental con-

dition of all the rest, he repeatedly exhorts Timothy : comp. 1 Tim.

i. 19, vi. 12
;
2 Tim. i. 5, 13, iii. 14. In these beautiful words which

bear the impress of the profoundest truth, criticism finds much to

except to. It misses the humility of the apostle (Phil. iii. 12
;

1 Cor. iv. 3), and finds here an unsuccessful imitation of Phil. iii.

12, since what there appears as striving, is here unnaturally trans-

formed into a temporal fulfilment. Thus De Wette, and in the

last point, Baur, who points at the same time for the words rbv

KaXbv dy. 7/y. to Phil. i. 27, 30, iv. 3, which, however, is repelled by
De Wette.

The spirit of criticism is hard to please. While here the want

of humility is alleged, Dr. Baur brings at Phil. iii. 12, precisely

the reverse charge, and regards it as unapostolical, as evincing an hu-

mility which conceals the real character of the apostle.
" Humil-

ity," says Baur,
"

is certainly a fundamental trait of the apostle,

but where in his humblest utterances has he testified of himself

such failure
"

to have apprehended ?" " So ruh that ye may attain,"

is his exhortation
;

"
I therefore so run not as uncertainly," etc.

(See Tub. Theol. Jahrbb. viii. p. 526). Thus this criticism mutu-

ally destroys itself. And in fact the above passage from Cor. is

ample proof that the apostle could say that of himself which is here

said. For the passage merely asserts that he has struggled through
the good conflict of faith, is at the end of his course, and has kept the

faith. There is no special glorying, and this anticipated reward is that

which he promises to all true Christians. And could not the apos-

tle, who for the sake of the gospel suffers unto bonds (ii. 9), when
in view of death say thus much of himself without offending against

humility ? This language of Paul can in fact be appropriated, at

the close of his course, by every believer. And as to the unsuccess-

ful imitation of Phil. iii. 12, the subject is there that moral perfec-

tion, that assimilation to Christ of which that faith, that believing

fellowship with him which the apostle declares he has maintained, is

only the foundation. Thus that which there appears as striving is not

here transformed into an unnatural present, or outward fulfilment ;

the author simply asserts his faithful maintenance of that which

appears there as the permanent foundation of moral perfection.*

*
Baur, at the last-cited passage, thinks that there can be in the Pauline sense no such

moral perfection, since faith with all which it comprehends, cannot assuredly depend on

moral perfection, as this would lead us back to the righteousness of works. But I would

gladly ask him, how otherwise we can conceive moral assimilation to Christ in the i'au-
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Most extraordinary, finally, is the view of Baur, who supposes that

the author of our epistle regarded the words of Phil.,
" not that I

have already attained," etc., as having an unquestionably primary
reference to martyrdom, and then nevertheless makes the passage
before us a remoulding of it for a later time. But how does the

perfect tense accord with this primary reference to martyrdom ? To
the fjdr] ornvdofiai they will assuredly not appeal ! The entire resem-

blance of our passage to that in Philippians, lies in the common

figure of the race, which is also met elsewhere
;
and the preceding

terms airevdofj-ai and dvdhvaig can alone establish any affinity with

that epistle ;
an affinity perfectly explicable on the ground of

terms previously employed, now freely reproduced under later cir-

custances.

Ver. 8. His earthly course is now ended : what remains is the

awarding of the prize of victory. I take XOLTTOV, with De Wette
and Huther = as to the rest, in reliquum ;

for thus the verse at-

taches itself most naturally to the preceding, in which the apostle
declares himself at the end. The sense of,

"
henceforth, hereafter,"

with which the present tense is at variance, Paul expresses by rov

honrov (Gal. vi. 17), or TO komov (1 Cor. vii. -29). To understand it

with Matthies = rjdr) is, according to Paul's usage, of questionable

propriety. At a-nwemw,
"

is in reserve, lies ready," comp. Col. i. 5
}

and Olshausen in loco
;
for the thought, 1 Pet. i. 4. The expression

stands connected with the previous figure of the prize-race ;
as for

the victor in the games the prize of victory lies ready, so for him,
" the crown of righteousness," 1 Cor. ix. 25. The analogous pas-

sages, Jam. i. 12,
" the crown of life," 1 Pet. v. 4,

" the crown of

glory," have led Huther to regard the genitive also here as specifying
that in which the crown consists, thus denoting

"
the righteous-

ness recognized in the future judgment." But would the apostle re-

cognize righteousness as the reward of righteousness ? Does he not

elsewhere always point to
"

life,"
"
glory," etc., as the future re-

ward ? And how inconsistent this explanation with the figure em-

ployed ! The right view is doubtless given* by Chrysostom, who is

followed by De Wette
j ditcatoavvr]v Kvravda ri]v KaOoXov tyrjalv

(i. e., righteousness is here put generally for virtue). Ai/cato-

points back to ver. 7, and is here to be taken precisely as at ii. 22,

iii. 16, thus : the crown which rewards the righteous course depicted
ver. 7. "Ov d-nod(t)aet

} cornp. Bom. ii. 6,
= "render, pay," applied

to things which considerations of duty require to be rendered. Such

is the force of the following dinaios, i. e., because, and so surely as

he is a just judge. De Wette regards this sentiment as incompati-

line sense, than as proceeding from believing fellowship with him, and, so far as it is condi-

tioned by truth and vitality of faith, again conditioning this itself with all which it com-

prehends, as portrayed in that passage. The passage treats not of a complete moral per-

fection, but of the unceasing striving for it.
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ble with the apostle's doctrine of grace ;
since the kindred passages,

he says, as Horn. ii. 5, seq. ;
2 Thess. i. 5, where in like manner a

reward is anticipated from the divine righteousness, regard it, from a

purely objective point of view, while subjectively regarded, humility
and self-knowledge can only fear it. But how could the apostle at

2 Thess. i. 5, console his hearers with the diKaia xpiaic, if, subjectively

regarded, the divine righteousness were only an object of dread ?

And what would become of the "peace" of faith (Rom. v. 1), if

this contrast still existed in the Christian consciousness. The apos-
tle refers here not to the righteousness of God in contrast with

grace, but within the relations of grace in which he himself has

placed us
;
he thus simply brings out his conduct toward us, under

and in accordance with those relations, and which is, therefore, but

another aspect of his faithfulness to himself. This faithfulness is to

be feared, then, only, if we are unfaithful
(ii. 13); otherwise it is a

source of consolation and hope ; comp. 1 John ii. 28, iv. 17.
" And

not to me only" the apostle corrects the impression that he might in

the preceding be claiming some special reward for himself
;

it is the

reward, within the sphere of grace, which everyone may anticipate,

who loves and longs for his appearing ;
corn p. on the contrary, Luke

xxiii. 30,
"
they will begin to say to the mountains, fall on us," etc.

On the Perf. fa -CT., in its relation to the present, comp. Winer's

Gr., 40, 4, p. 244. On -nu}>dveia of the future advent, Tit. ii. 11,

13
;

1 Tim. vi. 14. On aya-xav as denoting the longing of love for

something future, 1 Pet. iii. 10.

6. DIRECTIONS FOB TIMOTHY'S SPEEDY COMING. SALUTATIONS.

(iv. 9-22).

Vers. 6-8 serve the apostle as a natural transition for urging and

enforcing the personal wishes intimated in ch. i. 4, 8, 15-18. Timothy
is to come to Rome to the imprisoned and forsaken apostle. He de-

scribi'S his deserted condition, gives some special commissions in the

event of his coming (9-13), recounts the progress and condition of his

allairs, (14-18), adds the salutations which Timothy is to deliver (19),

adds some further notices regarding his solitary condition, and renews

the injunction to a speedy coming (20, 21); adds the salutations with

which he is charged to Timothy, and closes with the customary

blessing. This constitutes the second main division of the epistle,

which the apostle, according to his custom of reserving the more

personal matters to the close, subjoins to his official exhortations. It

bears in this respect a close analogy to the epistle to the Philippians;

see the Introduction, 2.
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Yer. 9. Z-rrovdaaov iWdv. De Wette's critical objection that

the blissful feeling of perfection transports above the necessities of

life, may be safely left to itself. Ta^ew^is explained ver. 21, by npb

Xeijitiros. On the pleonasm onovdaoov ra^ewf, see Winer's Gr.,

65, t., p. 531.

Ver. 10. The apostle grounds this request on his deserted con-

dition
; comp. i. 4,

" For Demas has left me," etc., the aorist par-

ticiple denotes the ground of the act,
"
in consequence of loving."

Justly Chrysostom : TOVTEOTI' rrjg drsaecog epaadeig rov diuvdvvov KCU rov

do(pakovg fiahkov e'lhero o'luoi rpvfiav, r} juer' Kfj,ov ra^anrupeladai Kai avv-

6ia(j)Kpeiv noi rovg -rraoovrag Ktvdvvovg.
"
Loving the present world,"

involves perhaps an allusion to ver. 8. This passage also, compared
with ver. 16, and i. 15, seq., as well as the exhortations to Timothy to

KdKOTraOeiv, indicate a period in which it required no slight courage
to acknowledge the apostle ; comp. the Introd. The w<jrds, finally,

do not assert an entire apostacy of Demas, but only unfaithful-

ness to the apostle from undue worldliness, comp., perhaps^ Phil, ii.

21
;

Col. iv. 14, and Philem. 24, where he is styled avvepyoq, saluta-

tions are sent by him. It is the natural supposition that what is

here said of him belongs to a later period: Kai ircopevdrj dg Qeaaa-

hoi'iKrjv why precisely thither, we know not. An ancient tradition

(Epiph. ha3r. 51, p. 427), makes him to have assumed the office of

priest to an idol. Cresccns appears in none of the letters written

during the first imprisonment, and is not further known. Titus, if

our hypothesis regarding the date of the Pastoral Epistles is correct,

had come from Crete, having been succeeded there by another, to

Paul at Nicopolis, and thence, perhaps, gone with him to Rome

(Tit. iii. 12); he also is unmentioned in the epistles which date from

the previous imprisonment. On Dalmatia, a province of the Roman

Illyricum, comp. Winer's R.W.B., and Rom. xv. 19.
" Luke alone

is with me" he also was with him (Col. iv. 14
;
Philem. 24), in the

first imprisonment. The omission to name him in Phil., I prefer,

with Meyer, to refer to a temporary absence (particularly on account

of Phil. ii. 20, seq.), rather than with Wieseler, to group him among
the ol ovv

s[j,ol dSetytoi.
" But if he alone was with the apostle where

then was Aristarchus (Acts xxvii. 2
;
Col. iv. 10

;
Philem. 24) ?" justly

asks De Wette, in opposition to those who transfer this epistle to

the commencement of the Roman imprisonment, before the above-

named epistles ;
so also Wieseler, p. 425.

Ver. 11.
" Take and bring with yourself Mark" (ayayefor aye,

c. A. 31, 71, al., Theodor., Dam., Tisch.). On dvaXafiuv, comp. Acts

xx. 13, 14, xxiii. 31. Mark appears with the apostle in the Epistles
to Col. (iv. 10), and to Philem. 24

;
the former passage, however,

intimates his anticipated presence with the Colossians. He is also,

according to those passages, with the apostle in company with Demas
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and Tychicus, who are here mentioned expressly as absent. This

epistle therefore, must, if it belonged to that earlier imprisonment,
have been written before or after those

;
but both hypotheses are

involved in difficulties which force us to assume a second imprison-
ment. We then suppose that Mark, who had gone to Colosse, still

lingers in that region, wbence Timothy, who is at Epbesus, is to

summon him, and bring him with him. " For he is useful to me,"

elg diaitoviav. Evxprjaroc; = serviceable, useful, ii. 21
;
Philem. 11.

E/f 6iaK.
}
not of the apostolical office, but of the personal service

of Mark, though, doubtless, in the vocation of the apostle, comp.
Acts xiii. 5, xv. 38. If the epistle was written at the commence-

ment of the Roman imprisonment, we cannot see how the apostle

comes to this judgment regarding Mark.

Ver. 12.
" And Tychicus I sent to Ephesus." As our epistle

cannot possibly be contemporaneous in composition with that to the

Ephesians and Colossians, the sending mentioned here, must be dif-

ferent from that mentioned Col. iv. 7
; Eph. vi. 21

;
and hence the

same mission, must, assuming but one imprisonment, have been laid

upon Tychicus twice, or else it must have been repeated in a second

imprisonment ; comp. the Introd. The mention of him forms not,

perhaps, as Wieseler supposes, a contrast to the words, Luke alone

is with me
;
for overleaping Mark to recur to Luke, seems wholly

unnatural. It seems rather occasioned by what is said of Mark
;
he

wishes Mark as being useful d$ dianoviav, because he had sent off

Tychicus his faithful diaKovog in the Lord (Eph. vi. 21). The ex-

press naming of Ephesus is regarded by some (among them De

Wette), as proof that this was not the present abode of Timothy.
Were Tychicus, as supposed by Wieseler, the bearer of this letter,

the language would indeed be unnatural (comp. Tit. iii. 12, npog

ae); but if the mission had no immediate reference to Timothy, and

as is very possible, preceded the composition of the epistle, the

mention of the name is in no way surprising ; -rrpbg OK would then,

in fact, be scarcely appropriate, comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, where the

apostle also names Ephesus, although he himself resides there.f

Besides the above-cited passages, Tychicus is named Tit. iii. 12
;

Acts xx. 4, 5.

Ver. 13. On the supposition that Timothy comes in compli-
ance with his wish, the apostle commissions him to bring the effects

which he had left in Troas at the house of Carpus. Tov c^t-AovT/v.

What fahovijs= (f>aiv6Xr)c (paenula) and ^atAovT/c;, as some read, here

* Baur traces this mention of the Paulino Luke, and the Putrino Mark to the con-

ciliatory purpose of the epistle ;
an acute remark no doubt from his point of view, but

by no means established unless it be also proved that the state of facts exhibited in the

epistle cannot be historical

f True, but the passage itself implies that he resides there. More to Wiesingor's pur-

pose perhaps would bo 1 Cor. xv. 32. [K.
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signifies, whether travelling-cloak, or portmanteau, port-folio, it is

difficult to determine. Even Chrysostorn says : TO l^dnov Aeyei*

TIVK$ 6e (f>aaiv rb yXwoaoKo^ov tvda ra J3ij3hia e/cetro. I regard Chry-
sostom's view as the more probable ;

as he would in the other case

have been more likely to say,
" the books in or with," etc. Nor can

we attach weight to the objection that Paul would hardly have left

a travelling cloak in Troas, and then have needed it when approach-

ing death
;
for granting our view that his residence in Asia Minor

intervened between his visit to Crete in the spring, and his sojourn

during the following winter in Nicopolis, he might well dispense
with his cloak in his intervening journey to Macedonia whence he

purposed to returned to Ephesus (1 Tim. i. 3, comp. with iii. 14) ;

and now that he anticipates Timothy's coming before the winter,
the desire for his cloak is perfectly explicable. Kal ra (3t(3Ma, \ta-

hiora raf ps^ftpdva^ the former written on papyrus, the latter on

parchment (Hug, 11), and, as shewn by jtm'Atara, more valuable to

the apostle. Of Carpus in Troas, we know nothing further. Comp.
further the Introduction.

Ver. 14. The apostle now gives information regarding his con-

dition and the position of his cause. For it is a mere make-

shift to regard with Matthies, ver. 14 as an incidental reminiscence

of his last mission-journey, whether we refer it to the occurrence

Acts xix. or xxi. 27 (see against both De Wette), or imagine some

special act for ourselves. As our epistle cannot possibly be dated at

the beginning of the Kornan imprisonment, these are all too remote,
and could not, finally, be now first communicated to Timothy. But
the language is clearly a narration, and the warning against Alex-

ander, ver. 15, is purely incidental. We must, therefore, refer the

occurrence to that imprisonment of Paul in Rome, in which the

epistle was written, just as i. 15, seq., and immediately after, iv. 16,

seq. Although the identity of the Alexander here named with that

of Acts xix. 33, cannot be positively asserted (on this point, and on

his relation to the one mentioned 1 Tim. i. 20, comp. in loco), yet
I incline to the view maintained by Hug, Wieseler, etc.,* that this

Alexander was from Ephesus, had come thence to Rome, and had
returned again to Ephesus. It accords best with this, that Paul speaks
of him as a person well-known to Timothy, and warns Timothy, who
dwells in Ephesus, against him. The occasion of his coming to Rome
these scholars find, in connexion with ver. 16, where Paul speaks ofhis
"

first defence," in the fact that he came there as a witness against
the apostle. Admitting this sagacious conjecture as truth, the de-

* Wieseler conjectures on account of the epithet ^a/Usuf, that this Alexander be-

longed to the Ephesian craftsmen, Acts xix. 24, seq. ;
or otherwise, that he belonged to

those Asiatics who had thought they saw the Ephesian Trophimus go with him into the

Temple, Acts xxi. 27-29.

VOL. VI. 16
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claration regarding him TroAAa fioi tcaita tvedeiZaro, and Atav

rots ^ftKTKpotg Adyotf acquire a more definite import ; they both refer

to the judicial proceeding, and connect themselves naturally with

ver. 16. At all events, the former indicates personal enmity. On

IvdeiKwaOai, com p. Tit. ii. 10.
"
May the Lord reward him accord-

ing to his works ;" the reading varies : A.C.D.*E. fi

F.G., many
others, versions, and the Fathers (comp. Tisch.), read d-noduaei

;
while

D.***E.**LEL, etc., read d-rrod^rj. In the natural repugnance felt

at the sentiment of the optative, its origin from dnoduaei is as inex-

plicable as the opposite is the reverse. So judges De Wette with

Wolf. And in case of the Opt., while it is unsatisfactory to say
with Theophylact and others, that it is rather a prophecy than a

curse, we have still no ground for charging the apostle with a

revengeful spirit, and with self-contradiction (Rom. xii. 17,
" render-

ing to none evil for evil"). In regard to the former point, Chrysos-
tom justly observes that it is not the utterance of passion, uiul in

regard to the latter Justin says (quaest. 125 ad Orthod.): "if indeed

Paul had rendered harm in turn to Alexander who harmed him, it

might be said that he practiced the opposite of what he taught."
Justin explains rightly in saying that "

it became an apostle not to

avenge himself, but to give place to wrath ;" comp. Rom. xii. 19
;

1 Pet. ii. 23. The apostle merely carries out the spirit of these pas-

sages ;
he withholds himself all further judgment, and commits the

matter to him who judges righteously. He manifestly reckons him

among those incorrigible opponents whose hostility springs not from

misapprehension, hut from malice and from hatred of the truth.

Thus the language admits an easy explanation alongside of the

forgiving gentleness of ver. 16, and the grateful love of i. 16. The
words of the Lord, Luke xxiii. 34,

" Father forgive them, for they know
not what they do," cannot be brought in opposition to this language
of Paul. On aTodwg comp. at ver. 8.

Ver. 15.
" Of whom do also thou beware," refers most natur-

ally to the present, in which case Alexander is now in Ephesus ;

others refer it to Timothy's future sojourn in Rome. " For he has

greatly withstood our words," is by some (as Matthies and De

Wette), referred to his teachings ; by others (as Heydenreich, Mack,

Wieseler, and Olshausen), to his judicial defence, mentioned in the

following verse. That it is uttered as a warning to Timothy is no

argument against the latter view
;

for from this Timothy could infer

what he was to guard against in this man, and the nai in ov KOI av

fyvX. seems rather to point to personal, safety. But the strongest

support of this view is in ver. 16.*

* The natural reference of this verb would seem to depend on the reading. 'Avdea-

TTJKE (as read by Tisch., etc.), he resists, more naturally refers to his habitual opposition to

their teaching ; (IvTeaTTj, he withstood, as read by Lachmann, would more easily refer to

his course in Paul's trial. [K.
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Ver. 16. The apostle now gives an account of his first defence."

These details are evidently still unknown to Timothy ;
and as the

epistle cannot have been written at the commencement of that im-

prisonment which is known to us, this Trpom/ arro/loy/a can denote

only an event which transpired after the letters written during that

imprisonment. Hence Phil. i. 7 furnishes no parallel to the present

passage ; there, too, the apostle speaks not of a definite actio, as

here (comp. Wieseler p. 429, seq.), where, as Wieseler has strik-

ingly shewn, we are to understand by rrpwr?/ auo/loym, the prima
actio which, as Paul was neither acquitted nor condemned, must
have had for its result a " non liquet." How these proceedings were

conducted, especially under Nero, comp. Wieseler, pp. 409 and 464.

Ovdeig poi ovpTrapeyevero
" None stood by me," as witness or advo-

cate. For the term ovpnap. Luke xxiii. 48, here = adesse alicui.
" But all abandoned me," an entirely different condition of the apos-
tle from that depicted in the epistles dated from his previous impris-
onment. "

May it not be reckoned to them," their conduct being
the result not of malice but of weakness. His pardon assumes the

form of a supplication to God who alone can pardon.
Ver. 17.

" But the Lord stood by me," in contrast with the

companions that had forsaken him. The presence of the Lord was

evinced alike in strengthening and in rescuing him. On evtiwapou,

Phil. iv. 13
;
1 Tim. i. 12, Chrys. napprjaiav i^apiaaro. The object

of this strengthening appears in the iva, K. r. A., that through me
the preaching might be fulfilled and all nations hear it. Others

take 7rA7/po0. as "
confirmed, brought to perfect certainty ;" of this,

however, Horn. iv. 21, xiv. 5, where the word is used of personal con-

viction, is no proof. In its connexion with the following aal aKovay
ndvra TO, Kdvrj} it is much more naturally taken in the same sense as

above, iv. 5
;

Col. iv. 12 -rr^povv, Eom. xv. 19
;

Col. i. 25 (comg.
iv. 5), as, in fact, some codd. read TrkTjpudq. On Luke i. 1, comp.

Meyer's explanation. KT/pvypj also accords better with our view.

This nXrjpocjiopTjOTii together with aKovaq will then refer, according to

the context, to the same event to which belongs the svedwdnuae ;
it

does not then refer to the apostle's preaching in Rome, or to any
further missionary journeys a view discountenanced alike by vers.

6-8, which assert his approaching death, by ical eppvodqv which re-

presents deliverance as a new and subsequent stage in the matter,
and by ical pvaerai, ver. 18, in which the eye of the apostle is already
fixed on the end. Bather it is his defence in the capital of the

world, the representative of the nations, before the supreme tribu-

nal and the encircling multitude of people, which Paul regards as

the crown and consummation of his apostolic preaching, and as

preaching in the hearing of all nations, comp. Acts ix. 15, xxvi. 16.

So also Wieseler (who remarks justly that Iva would, on the other
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supposition, have applied better to eppvaOyv'), Huther, Olshausen,
etc.

" And I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion," added, as

a fresh point, to the "
strengthening." On the Aor. Pass., comp.

Winer's Or., 39, 7. Regarding the figure
" mouth of the lion,"

Hut her, after Calvin, states rightly that it must he taken sa a whole,
"

lion's jaws," and denotes simply the peril of death
; comp. 1 Cor.

xv. 32, Ofjpioiiaxelv, at which Wieseler cites Ign. ad Rom. c. 5, d-b

Zvptaf pexpi 'Pw/iT/f d^pio^a^- To refer the "
lion" definitely to Nero

(Chrys. etc.), or to his representative Helius Caesareanus, or, with

Wieseler, to the principal prosecutor, is wholly unnecessary. Mosheiin

takes the expression literally, nor is Neander disinclined to it.

Ver. IS. Beside the ippvoOr]v the apostle places the pvoercu ;

beside the momentary rescue, the prospect of his final deliverance

and transfer to the heavenly kingdom. The relation of the thought
is as vers. 8 to 7. In the drco navrbg gpyov novrjpov he embraces as-

suredly the event first recounted under the category of an evil work.

It is such in the purpose ofthe enemy ;
and thus every evil work denotes

all the acts and designs of his adversaries toward him. To this as-

sumption we are also led by the similar use of pveaOai, to which we

can give no other signification than in the previous passage where it

manifestly means "-to rescue." The rendering "all evil, evil occur-

rence/' is contradicted by the constant use of rrov^pof in the moral

sense, as Eph. v. 16, vi. 13 (comp. Harless); Gal. i. 4 (Winer).
What the apostle here hopes for, therefore, is neither outward de-

liverance from the peril of death which would ill accord with o-ti>-

dopat, ver. 6, nor the guarding of his person against evil action, which

is likewise inconsistent with vers. 6-8, and, as Matthies rightly re-

marks, forms an abrupt transition from the objective to the subjective ;

Matth. vi. 13, to which De Wette appeals for this view, is not par-

allel. My view is also strikingly supported by the following nal auaei,

which defines the sense in which pvoerai is employed, viz., the

saving, transfer to the heavenly kingdom. On the frequent con-

nexion of auaei with elg, comp. Winer's Gr., GG, 2, p. 547.

On T/JV ftaoiXdav avrov TTJV tnovpdvtov, De Wette remarks :

" The
term '

heavenly kingdom,' and the idea are alike foreign to the apos-

tle, who knows only of a kingdom of God, which Christ will intro-

duce at his coming (Credner, p. 470, against whom ineffectually,

Matthies}." But the comparison of Phil. i. 23, to which Matthies

has already appealed, shews at all events, that the apostle antici-

pates for believers immediately after death a life of fuller fellowship

with Christ, a being with him, in accordance with which life in the

flesh appears as a relative separation from him
;
but notwithstand-

ing which the day of the Lord's coming remains still the day of proper
decision alike in Phil.

(i. 6, 10, ii. 16, iii. 20, seq.), and in this epis-

tle (i. 12, iv. 8), and of this day the Christian is always to be ex-
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pectant (Phil. iii. 20). But as to the phrase "heavenly kingdom,"
a glance back, ver. 1, shews that the author is perfectly familiar

with the so-called Pauline doctrine of the kingdom of God and

Christ (Eph. v. 5). Nor can we regard it as unpauline that this

kingdom of God is here not represented as absolutely future
; comp.

Col. i. 13, "translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son." But
this kingdom is here, we are told, conceived as a heavenly one, in

opposition to the earthly kingdom which is entered by faith, and to

which the apostle already belongs. But what is the future mani-

festation of that glorious kingdom, but the revelation of His hidden

mighty working, who is exalted from lowliness to supreme rule, is

enthroned at the right hand of God (Rom. viii. 34
; Eph. i. 20 ;

Col. iii. 1), beneath whose feet all things are subjected, and who
must now reign until the last enemy is subdued under him (1 Cor.

xv. 25), and then yields up the kingdom to God and the Father when
it is consummated by the overthrow of every hostile power ? Why
then, even though the precise expression does not occur elsewhere,

regard the idea as unpauline, when the apostle recognizes elsewhere

a being with Christ after death, regards Christ as reigning in the

heavens, and the establishment of his kingdom on earth, to which he

naturally adverts when he would mention the closing period, as but

the manifestation of the sovereign authority with which he is al-

ready invested ?
r
&i

rj doga elg rov<; al&vag TWV atuvuv, comp. Gal. i.

5, and Phil. iv. 20. De Wette takes offence at the reference of this

doxology to Christ, as not found elsewhere with the apostle ;
he

concedes, however, that it occurs probably Heb. xiii. 21
;
1 Pet. iv.

11, certainly, 2 Pet. iii. 18
;
Rev. i. 6. For proof that it is in har-

mony with Paul's doctrinal system, see at Tit. ii. 13.

Yer. 19. The closing salutations to be extended by Timothy
to Priscilla and Aquila, and to the house of Onesiphorus. The
two first named are known from Acts xviii. 2, 26

;
1 Cor.xvi. 19;

Rom. xvi. 3. We find them, from these passages, residing succes-

sively at Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and again at Rome. As they can
here be neither at Rome nor Corinth, the salutation unquestionably
marks Ephesus as the destination of the epistle, where, from 1 Cor.

xvi. 19, it is probable they possessed a house of their own. The saluta-

tion to the house of Onesiphorus is still more decisive
;
see at i. 16.

Ver. 20. "Erastus remained in Corinth, and Trophimus I left

in Miletus sick." The former name occurs also Acts xix. 22 ;
Rom.

xvi. 23 (6 olKovopns rfjg -rroteug sc. Corinth). The Erastus here men-
tioned may very probably be identical with the one named in Acts.

That he is also identical with the one mentioned in Romans must be

matter of uncertainty (comp. Winer, R.W.B.), since that the city
chamberlain of Corinth should be reckoned among Paul's dtaKovovv-w

(Acts xix. 22) is so improbable, that it cannot be established by the
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mere identity of their places of residence.; and even apart from this,

I know no ground for Wieseler's assertion that the Erastus here is

"
unquestionably" the same as the one Rom. xvi. 23. "Epsive, says the

apostle of him, not d-neki-nov as immediately after. We cannot, there-

fore, determine definitely that the apostle was there the last time

actually with him : thus much only is clear, that Paul had wished to

have him with himself in Rome
;
he was to come, but remained

behind. Trophimus, on the other hand, the apostle himself fully

discharges ;
he was sick. We have information regarding him at

Acts xx. 4, xxi. 29. He was a gentile Christian of Ephesus, and the

innocent occasion of the storm raised at Jerusalem against the

apostle. That the apostle did not touch at Miletus on his journey
to Rome (Acts xxvii. 1) and there leave him behind on that occa-

sion, we know : neither had he left him there on his preceding jour-

ney (Acts xx. 15, seq.): for according to Acts xxi. 29, Trophimus
was actually with him in Jerusalem. The allusion then in this

passage is totally inexplicable on the assumption of the epistle's

dating from the first Roman imprisonment, unless with Hug, fol-

lowed by Hemsen and Kling, we take d-nihnrov as 3 plur.; or, with

Weiseler, assume that Trophimus accompanied Paul only to Myra
in Lycia and from there in the Adramyttian vessel sailed still on to

Miletus; or, with Baronius substitute capriciously h> MeMry for fv

MtAT/roj after the Arabic version; or, even suppose a reference to the

Cretan Miletus, which the apostle would have defined by r%- KpTJTrjf,

and which he had not as yet visited. We need only name these

views to see that they are mere make-shifts. Who then, taking

Trophimus as the 3 plur., were those who had left Trophimus be-

hind ? The apostle speaks in the immediate context of none who
had come to him

;
to the coming of Onesiphorus, of whose house he

had spoken there is no allusion, nor would the plural be thus ex-

plicable. Hug supposes that the Asiatics named i. 15, 16, are

meant who had been committed for the judicial aid of the apostle,
and were taking with them Trophimus, the occasion of the uproar
at Jerusalem, as a person necessary to the trial. But Wieseler

himself acknowledges that there is no evidence that they were so

committed; for Paul speaks in chap. i. of Timothy's "knowing"
(oZJar) that they had abandoned him, while yet of the trial itself

he manifestly had not been informed, Further, it is clear that the

persons there named, ch. i. 15-18, did not form one travelling party,
but Onesiphorus stands contrasted with "all those in Asia"; and
if Oncsiphorus was committed for judicial advocacy and discharged
his duty, why does the apostle maintain an utter silence regarding it

in ch. i., and say in ch. iv. that all forsook him ? As to Wiescler's

explanation ;
to explain the simple "left in Miletus sick" of Paul's

separating from Trophimus in Myra, and the tatter's thence sailing
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away to Miletus, is intolerably forced and harsh, and the more im-

probable as the change of terms,
"
remained,"

"
left," indicates ex-

actness on the part of the writer. His view also contradicts Acts

xxvii. 2, which purports to mention his travelling companions, and

which becomes thus not only inexact but erroneous. The passage
can be explained simply and naturally only of a personal presence
of the apostle at Miletus, which must then have been subsequent to

the first imprisonment. But, it is objected, why should Paul fur-

ther give this information to Timothy who was in Ephesus and
must have known of Trophimus's detention in the neighbouring
Miletus ? The essence of the opposing explanation says Wieseler

of ours consists precisely in making Paul to be relating to Timo-

thy incidents in the supposed journey which followed his liberation.

He believes, then, that he can perfectly do away the difficulties

which cling to his explanation, if he can show that on his hypothe-
sis it is not the purpose of his notice to inform Timothy of some-

thing unknown, but simply to explain why he at the trial vainly

expected Trophimus in Eome. The ground, he adds, on which

both Trophimus and Erastus were expected, assuming the compo-
sition of the epistle during the imprisonment recorded in Acts, was

that they were to aid him in his judicial defence, Trophimus as

having been the immediate occasion of the affair with the Jews,
and Erastus as one who in his high civil position could aid him as

deprecator (why then not also in the second imprisonment ?) or per-

haps also as a witness for the charge, Acts xxiv. 5, and even with

reference to the depositions of the Ephesian witnesses, in case our

Erastus is identical with the one mentioned Acts xix. 22 : and can

it be demonstrated that these two, and particularly Trophimus,
would be equally necessary to Paul in the conduct of his defence in

his supposed second imprisonment ? To all this we reply ;
subtle

as are these combinations, resting on a living survey of the course

of Koman criminal trials, they still cannot be relied upon so far as

to remove the difficulties inherent in Wieseler's explanation of the

text, nor in the case of Erastus can they present anything striking.

In the assumption of a second imprisonment we must unquestionably
renounce such combinations, since the points of support are wanting ;

yet still we need but suppose that in a new judicial prosecution resort

was had to the previous charges, or in general to his former life, in

order to give here also legitimate scope and application to these

combinations. Again the intervening salutations of ver. 20 render

it extremely problematical whether the statements regarding Eras-

tus and Trophimus have any reference to the judicial proceedings
of ver. 16 a fact which jeopardizes the whole argument.'* Finally,

* Neander also doubts whether the testimony of Trophimus was important to the

apostle : ut supra, p. 534, seq.
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our own view by no means makes it necessary that these statements

should be intended to give information to Timothy. We can ex-

plain them as above on Wieseler's hypothesis that they point back

to ver. 16, and merely remind Timothy that those whom he would

naturally look for were not present at the trial
; or, as this reference

seems forbidden by the intervening ver. 19, we connect them more

naturally with 19 and 21. The salutations to absent friends natu-

rally reminds him of those absent companions whose anticipated

presence in his confinement he does not enjoy. Especially the mem-

ory of Onesiphorus, who had come to him, might well recall that of

those, who, though expected, had failed to come. And the object of

the statement is explained by the following exhortation to Timothy
to hasten before winter. Ver. 20 is then in effect but supplementary
to ver. 10, just as ver. 21 is but a pressing repetition of ver. 9. And
the reason why, at ver. 10, he does not speak of these two is, that

there he is enumerating those who had been with him in Rome,
and had left him to feel the need of others, to which number these

did not belong. But at ver. 20 they are naturally mentioned alike

as suggested by the memory of other friends to whom he sends salu-

tations, and as thus introducing and enforcing his request to Timo-

thy to come and supply their place. Wieseler, finally, urges against
our view that in travelling from Asia Minor to Rome one would not

go first to Corinth and thence to Miletus; and again that the rea-

der could surely hardly refer the statement to this journey of the

apostle. But, first, we need not suppose that in mentioning the

persons he followed the course of his journey ;
he may rather have

made Rome the starting-point of his reckoning, or have been guided

by some other principle of arrangement; and, secondly, although the

reader is not referred of necessity to the journey of the apostle,

could Timothy fail to think of it, when having, by remaining in

Ephesus, been parted from the apostle who has journeyed to Rome,
and of course by way of Miletus, the apostle writes to him from

Rome, that he had left Trophimus in Miletus ?

Ver. 21 concludes naturally the summons to a speedy coming.
At ver. 10 he stated that all but Luke had forsaken him; here that

wished-for friends had not come to him; hence, in both cases, the

a-rrovdaaov, K. r. A.
" Before winter" explains the "quickly." Wieseler

supposes that though the feeling of solitude dictates ver. 9, yet
here the emphasis lies on the T*pb %jU6jvof, as urging him to avoid

the perils of a winter voyage, such as he had himself encountered.

But how else could the apostle have expressed the wish simply that

he would hasten to him before winter ? Though "npb ^w/awi'of is

emphatic, it is not therefore to be rendered " winter storm," rather

than simply
"
winter." According to Wieseler, vers. 19, 20, and

21, would alike stand isolated the former coming in most awk-
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wardly to separate ver. 20 from its proper connexion, and the two

latter united only by a psychological thread.

Next follow salutations to Timothy from persons otherwise un-

known. That they do not occur in the letters written during his

first imprisonment is naturally explained by the supposition of a

second. The Latin names point to Rome. The name Linus has

not failed to give scope to the critical sagacity of Dr. Baur. It is

but reasonable that Linus, the subsequent bishop of Rome, should

not be forgotten on this occasion, as his rival Clement had been

named in Phil, by the apostle himself, and yet Linus belongs prop-

erly to the school of Paul, Clement to that of Peter ! What con-

sequences flow from this discovery ! The relation of dependence on

the Epistle to the Philippians becomes palpable ;
we are transported

into the midst of the second century, and see there the rivalry of

the Pauline and Petrine sects brought to a happy adjustment: and

all this accrues to us from the simple naming of Linus as of one

who sends salutations in company with three others who likewise

send them. These forgers spun their threads finely; but not too

finely for our critics. Although the entire remaining epistle con-

tains nothing which points to this relation of parties a single name
suffices it to bring to light the hidden and profound secret !

Yer. 22. The blessing at the close reads with Tischendorf,
6 Kvpiog without 'Ifjoovg Xpiarog (comp. his critical remarks): we have

commonly 77 %dpi$ rov nvpiov : an imitator of the apostle would

probably have written thus. "With thy spirit," as Gal. vi. 18;
Phil. iv. 23; Philem. 25. This clause is also peculiar in subjoining
a second blessing which applies not merely to Timothy, but to his

associates : ?/ %api<; fied' vfMv. We are not thence to assume a com-

mon destination to the church (in fact the epistle makes absolutely
no mention of a church) ; comp. at Tit. iii. 15. The natural and
immediate application of the words is to those saluted at ver. 19.

ro iv elprjvq and d^v are a mere addition.

The subscription to the epistle indicates it as written from a

second Roman imprisonment.
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THE occasion and object of this epistle are unmistakable. One-

simus, the slave of a Christian master named Philemon, at Colossae,

in Phrygia, had escaped from him and come to Home, where he be-

came known to the imprisoned apostle, and was converted by him.

On occasion of the dispatching of Tychicus to Ephesus (Eph. vi.

21), and Colossas (Col. iv. 7-9), Paul sends him back to his master

with a letter whose purpose is to procure for Onesimus a favour-

able and fraternal reception with his master. Paul requests at

the same time that lodgings may be provided for himself.

Equally clear and transparent are the contents of the epistle.

After its opening address, vers. 1-3 (on its joint-direction to others

along with Philemon, comp. at ver. 2), there follows as usual, the

expression of thanks for the good which Paul hears of Philemon,

especially for his active love, 4-7, then the presentation of his re-

quest itself, 8-21, and, in conclusion, the announcement of his own
intended coming, salutations, and the usual blessing.

Of Philemon and Onesimus personally, we know nothing beyond
what is contained in this epistle and that to the Colossians. In the

latter Onesimus is expressly named as belonging to Colossae. But
the question rises whether, as assumed above, Philemon also belonged
there. Ver. 2 of this epistle specifies Archippus as a joint-receiver

of the epistle, whence he must certainly have sustained a near rela-

tion to Philemon, and have resided in the same place. The same

Archippus, it can scarcely be doubted, is named Col. iv. 17, and

many expositors (so especially Wieseler, Chronology of the Apos-
tolic Age, p. 452), find in the nai by which ver. 17 is connected with

vers. 15 and 16, which speak of the Christians of Laodicea, a ground
for making Archippus also a resident of Laodicea

;
and in con-

formity with this, the Const. Apost. vii. 46, designate him as bishop
of Laodicea. In that case Philemon's residence and the destination

of our epistle would also be Laodicea. It is urged in support of

this view, that if Archippus exercised his diaicovia in Colossas, the
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apostle's exhortation would have been directed to him personally,

rather than through others. To this Meyer has replied, and I accord

perfectly with him, that that argument drawn from the connecting
nai would have force only if ver. 17 followed immediately on ver.

15
; and that it is unnatural to suppose Paul requiring Archippus

to be admonished by a foreign church. Again, from the position of

the places, Tychicus with Onesimus came from Rome first to Lao-

dicea, and then to Colossae. If, therefore, the letter indicated by
the rfjv t/c kaodiiceiag be understood as the one to Philemon, we must

assume from this as well as from Paul's speaking of that letter as a

thing known to his readers, that Tychicus had already been to Lao-

dicea, and had delivered the letter to Philemon. But there then

arises the difficulty why Onesimus did not remain with his master

in Laodicea, and how Paul could take for granted that Onesimus

would accompany Tychicus to Colossse, and also (Col. iv. 7-9), re-

main there a considerable time. For the traditions regarding Phil-

emon and Onesimus, see Winer, R.W.B.
With the untenable supposition of Philemon's residence in Lao-

dicea, is (as intimated above) closely connected another, that our

epistle is the long-lost Epistle to the Laodiceans, a view earlier

propounded (see De Wette, and Wieseler p. 451), and recently de-

fended by Wieseler and assumed by Thiersch. It, of course, is over-

thrown along with the hypothesis which places Philemon in Laodicea.

And if we are not authorized in assuming that the Epistle to Phil-

emon was designed for the whole church at Laodicea (comp. Philem. 2,

and Col. iv. 15, which give us two ar' olitov eK/cXr/aiai), we surely cannot

suppose that it would have been required to be read to a foreign

church, and that when it is essentially a mere commendatory epis-

tle. Onesimus was certainly sufficiently commended to the church

in ColossaB by Tychicus, and the epistle to themselves (iv. 9); for

this purpose, therefore, the reading of the other was unnecessary.
The epistle to the Laodiceans too, seems from all indications to

have sprung from a like occasion, and to have been similar in con-

tents to that to the Colossians. Hence De Wette and Meyer justly,

as I think, dissent from this theory.
The view, moreover, which we have expressed regarding the time

andplace of the composition of our epistle, though guaranteed by
the tradition of the ancient church, has not been unassailed. As
the Epistle to the Philippiaus has been transferred from the impris-

onment in Rome to that in Cesarea, so also, and with a wider con-

sent, those to the Ephesians, the Colossiaus, and to Philemon (comp.

Ols. Introd. to Eph.). It belongs pot to this place to discuss this

question in its full extent. The main objection to the hypothesis

alluded to has been urged by Olshuuseu, viz., that the apostle has a

freedom of religious action conceivable only in his condition at
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Home
; comp. Eph. vi. 19

;
Col. iv. 3, 4, with Acts xxviii. 30, 31,

and Acts xxiv. 23
; comp. also Wieseler, p. 420, who thoroughly in-

vestigated and weighed the reason for Cesarea and against Rome ;

Earless, Introd. to Eph., Neander Apost. Zeitalt., p. 506.* The

question can be discussed here only so far as the present epistle was

made to minister to Bottger's hypothesis. It is deemed improbable
that Onesirnus should have gone to Rome ;,he would have been

more likely to go to Cesarea. We can most certainly say in reply

(with Harless, Neander, Wieseler, etc.), that Rome is precisely the

place to which he would most naturally be drawn, and where he would

deem himself the safest. Again, the number of Paul's companions is

deemed greater than would be likely at Rome (Philem. 24). But
Aristarchus and Luke certainly accompanied him. to Rome, and the

letter to the Philippians, which most persons admit to have been writ-

ten in Rome, shews him surrounded by brethren
;
and those who

admit the genuineness of 2 Timothy, which unquestionably was writ-

ten from Rome, will mark also the same phenomenon. The argu-
ment drawn from -rrpbs wpav, ver. 15, as implying too short a time

for Onesimus' reaching, and conversion in Rome, may be regarded
as abandoned (comp. Meyer). Again, Meyer and Wiggers (Stud.

u. Krit., 1841, p. 436, seq.), find the reason for Onesimus' not being
mentioned in the Epistle to the Ephesians as in that to the Colos-

sians, in the fact that from Cesarea Tychicus would travel by
Colossas to Ephesus ;

but the circumstance is abundantly explained,

first, by the fact that Onesimus appears as from Colossse (t t^wv),
and secondly, the utter absence of personal references in the Epistle
to the Ephesians. Neither, finally, is the direction about lodging
an argument for Cesarea. The connexion into which Meyer himself

brings this charge with his preceding prayer for Onesimus, explains,

I think, how the apostle is led to it, although Colossse is far from

Rome, and his liberation is still somewhat remote. It is also an ar-

gument against the Cesarean hypothesis that Paul in his last jour-

ney before his imprisonment, had taken a solemn and final leave of

the churches of Asia Minor. Is it credible that he had, in so short

a time changed his determination, and made arrangements to visit

them ? Can he have again repressed his longing after Rome, his

definite purpose to go thither (Rom. xv. 23
;
Acts xix. 21) ; nay,

.even have delayed voluntarily the fulfilment of the promise given
him by God (Acts xxiii. 11), by a new residence in Phrygia, and

then, certainly, also in Asia Minor ? And if the direction to prepare
* The most thorough assault against the common view has been made by Bottger

(comp. the Introd. to Phil. 3), in attempting to make out from the Acts and from the

Roman judicial proceedings that Paul's imprisonment at Rome continued, at most, but

five days. I rejoice in being able to refer to Wieseler's decisive refutation of it, pp. 407-415,

as confirming and completing my argument in the above-named Introduction, but with

which I was unacquainted when I composed it.
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lodgings points to a speedy coming, where could he have anticipated
this in Cesarea ? Meyer, indeed, states that Paul could have con-

ceived the idea of coming to Asia quite as easily in Cesarea as in

Koine, and even more so, as he might hope to take Asia in his way
in his journey to and from Cesarea to Rome. And if, asks Meyer,
we know from Phil. ii. 24, that he wished from Rome to retread the

scene of his former kibours, why not also from Cesarea ? But it

must assuredly be conceded that the length of time is an important
element in the matter, and the change of the purpose intimated in

Acts xx. 25, finds a much more natural explanation, if the Roman

imprisonment with all its vicissitudes had intervened between that

intimation and the announcement of his return. The conver-

sion of Onesimus also accords better with his position at Rome than

at Cesarea. There is absolutely no stringent ground in our epistle

for departing from the ancient tradition which assigns these epistles

collectively to Rome. And that this cannot be separated from the

others is indisputable. For it is brought into inseparable connexion

with the Epistle to the Colossians by Col. iv. 7-9, in which Onesi-

rnus appears as the companion of Tychicus ; by the identity of

Paul's entire condition
;
and especially by the identity of the friends

who in each epistle surround him
;

while again their contents,
their common bearer Tychicus, and the like situation of the apostle
in both, evince an equally close relation between the Epistles to the

Colossians and the Ephesians. We thus abide by our view ex-

pressed in the Introduction to the Philippians, in regard to the date

of the composition of these epistles, and in particular to that before

us. We cannot, however, fix the dates with more precision than we
have there done.

The genuineness of this epistle has not been called in question
either within or without the church

;
for Jerome's notice of some

who denied its apostolic vab'dity from its failure in matter of doc-

trinal edification, we need scarcely mention. Its genuineness is at-

tested by the canon in Muratori, by that of Marcion, by Tertul-

lian, and others after him. Dr. Baur is the first, who after denying
the genuineness collectively of the other epistles which date from

the Roman imprisonment, has classed this with them primarily on

account of its historical relation to them. The fate of our epistle

then is bound up with that of those. Still Baur recognizes the pro-

priety of the claim that if not the probability, at least the possi-

bility of its non-apostolic origin is made out from the epistle itself.

Such a possibility he finds partly in the language, and still more in

the contents of the epistle.
" The objections on the score of lan-

guage," remarks De Wette,
" have but slight significancy." Nay,

they could not even, in most cases, have been made by Baur, unless

he had assumed in advance the spuriousness of the other epistles
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which date from the Koman imprisonment, viz., the first and the

second
;
so that this argument thus assumes no independent form, but

stands connected with the relation, critical and historical, of this

epistle to them. Nay, criticism has, by its assumptions, created the

very problem of explaining how our epistle bears in its use of lan-

guage, such a relation to them and to the undoubtedly genuine

ones, that nearly all the cases excepted to by Baur are explained
from them and from them alone. Thus ovorparMrijg, besides,only

at Phil. ii. 25
; dvrjKov, Eph. v. 4

;
Col. iii, 18, and Philem. 8

;

tmrdooG), the verb indeed not elsewhere, but Imrayri, seven times in

Paul
j
and the combination TO dvrjuov KTnrdaaeLv

} certainly contains

nothing remarkable. npeafivTrj?, besides, only Tit. ii. 2 (and Luke
i. 18); ev%p7]OTog, further only 2 Tim. ii. 21, iv. 11

; dm^u, except
Matth. vi. 2, seq.; Luke vi. 24, in the sense of Philem. 15, only fur-

ther Phil. iv. 18
; TrpoaofaiXu, only here

;
but the simple is common

with Paul, and here the context abundantly explains the compound.

Sev/a, besides, only Acts xxviii. 23 : but Eom. xvi. 23, eVof, and

if the apostle has the idea of gevia to express at Philemon, why
should he not use the word ? 27rAay^va5

as here, frequent with the

apostle, as Baur himself acknowledges. There remain evxprjorog,

dvivaodai, drtoriw. In respect to the two former, the use of a much
rarer word would be explained by the verbal allusion (on the use of

rare words in Paronomasia and verbal allusions, see Winer's Gr.,

68) ;
but they are not specially rare. 'Airoriw is vouched for by

T/W, 2 Thess. i. 9
; aTro&'&Ojtw, Paul's ordinary word, would be here in-

appropriate, and so dvaTT^rjpoWj avTovarrAT/pow, aarapri^. We might,
were it necessary, adduce still other examples to shew the specific

relationship, in language, of this epistle to those of Paul. Comp.
dvarraveiv rd a7rhdy%va with dvanavsiv rb Trvev[j,a} 1 Cor. xvi. 18

',
2 Cor.

vii. 13
; Irepyij^, with 1 Cor. xvi. 9, and the frequently recurring

tvepysG), Kvepyeia, Evepyf]jj,a. So ovvaL^fj,d^o)Tog}
found besides only Kom.

xvi. 7
;

Col. iv. 10
; rd^a only Kom. v. 7, etc.

But the non-apostolic origin of the epistle is inferred mainly
from its contents. If the Pastoral Epistles are too general in their

contents, this is too concrete. The object of the epistle is
" too ex-

traordinary not to furnish ground of doubt and suspicion." The

epistle, it is said, makes use of the special case only as a text for

Christian reflections. That the returning slave has become a Chris-

tian is the main thought, and its further contents are only the de-

velopment of what was conceived to lie in the very idea and essence

of Christianity. Christianity involves the beautiful conception that

those whom it invites are brought into a real essential fellowship,

so that one recognizes in the other his real self. As such, too, we are

informed, Christianity is conceived in the pseudo-Clementina, and as

these are justly styled a Christian romance, our epistle becomes but
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" the germ of a spiritual poem." Thus we have safely reached the

Clementines, that sure harbour for all the productions of the apos-
tolic age that encounter the storm of negative criticism. True,

negative criticism has hitherto found this epistle unassailable
;
but

positive criticism takes pity on it, and assigns it in advance its

place ;
and that, let it be observed, to the decided advantage of the

epistle. For it now acquires an instructive and influential signifi-

cancy, while previously it passed for a mere " valueless document,

admirably exhibiting the amiable benevolent character of the apos-
tle." But the assertion that the historical element in this epistle is

a mere fiction to illustrate a sentiment, is without a shadow of foun-

dation. Its main purpose is practical, to procure for Onesimus a

favourable reception from his master, and all its so-called " Chris-

tian reflections," are subordinated to this end. This alone explains
alike its plan and execution. And how thoroughly do these bear

the impress of Paul's heart and spirit ! What admirable blending
of dignity, humility and love ! What fulness and elevation of

Christian thought shed their influence over one of the most familiar

events of life, so that while "
treating a theme usually humble and

abject, he rises suo more to a Divine elevation" (Calvin). What
force of eloquence ! What subtlety of thought, and delicate sharp-
ness of style ! The criticism then which seeks to find in this epistle

grounds for assailing its Pauline origin, runs the " hazard" of

being charged not merely with being
"
hypercritical," but utterly

uncritical.

For the Literature we may name : L. Chr. G. Schmid.; Pauli

Ap. ad Philemonem Epistola, etc., Lips., 1786. Storr : interpre-

tatio Epistolii ad Philem. Opusc., ac. II., J. F. v. Flatt
;
Vorlesun-

gen iiber die Briefe Pauli an die Philipper, Colosser, Thessalonicher

und an Philemon. Herausgegeben von Kling. Tub., 1829. Hagen-
bach

;
P. Ep. ad Philem. Bas., 1829. Maur. Kothe : P. ad Philem.

Ep. interpr. hist., exeg. Bremen, 1844. J. Fr. Ign. Demme :

Erkl. des Briefes an Philem., Breslau, 1844. Koch : Comm. iiber

den Br. P. an Philem., Ziir, 1846. But particularly the Commen-
taries of De Wette and Meyer.



EIPOSITION
OF THE

EPISTLE TO PHILEMON.

YERS. 1, 2. ADDKESS AND SALUTATION.

Yers. 1.
"
Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ and Timothy the

"brother." Paul makes no mention of his apostolical dignity, since

in fact, at ver. 8, he expressly waves his apostolic prerogative. He

presents himself as a prisoner (de'ajtwof) of Jesus Christ, i. e., one

whom Christ, sc. his cause, has brought into and holds in imprison-
ment (Winer's GT., 30, 2, B.); yet precisely thus he hopes to gain
more with Philemon than by asserting his authority as an apostle.

The second Epistle to Timothy, although likewise a strictly personal
letter (not so 1 Timothy and Titus), still designates his apostolic

character
;
but the fact is explained by the different character of

its contents. Timothy, as repeatedly elsewhere (comp. at Phil,

i. 1), is named uniting with Paul in the epistle ;
in what sense,

see also at Phil. Here, doubtless, he shares Paul's solicitude for

Onesimus and joins in requesting his pardon. The adding of his

name must be with Philemon an additional inducement for com-

plying with the request. That Paul employs the designation
"
prisoner of Jesus Christ," for the reason above assigned, is shewn

also in the fact that he does not, as Phil. i. 1, in consequence of men-

tioning Timothy, seek an epithet (as dovAot), which would apply to

them in common.
Ver. 2 names the persons to whom the epistle is addressed

;
first

of all Philemon himself dyaTnjro^ KCU ovvepybg i\\i&v (viz. Paul and

Timothy's co-worker). How far he had been their fellow-labourer

in the gospel (Rom. xvi. 21, etc.), is unknown
;
we are immediately

informed that he had collected a church in his house, of which he

not improbably was presbyter ; comp. Gen. Introd. to the Pastoral

Epistles, 3.
"
Apphia, the beloved," not improbably the wife of

Philemon (A.D.*E.*F.Gr., etc., read d&A^g, used then like d(JeA0df,

ver. 1).
"
Archippus our fellow-soldier." ZvarpaTiuTTjg again at

Phil. ii. 25, used as climax to ovvepyog of Epaphroditus, the com-
VOL. VI. 17
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panion of Paul's imprisonment (ver. 23), whose self-sacrificing love

had brought him near to death. The term here probably points to

certain eventful scenes in which they had mingled together. Of his

identity with Col. iv. 17, we can scarcely doubt
;
but from the term

diaiiovia there used, we cannot certainly infer that he was a deacon
;

comp. 2 Tim. iv. 5. Olshausen regards him as Philemon's son;

he must certainly, like Apphia, have belonged to the family. The

epistle is also designed, although treating a purely personal matter,
for the Christians who assembled in Philemon's house ;* a body not

limited to the family, but neither embracing the entire church at

Colossse
; comp. Rom. xvi. 5 ;

1 Cor. xvi. 19
;
Col. iv. 15. The

closeness of the intimacy which would arise between these explains
the apostle's including them in his address. It seems to me not in

harmony with the thought of the epistle to suppose that Paul thus

indirectly seeks to impose compulsion on Philemon^ On the im-

portance attached to these domestic churches for the formation of

the church constitution (particularly by Kist.). comp. the General

Introduction on the above- cited passage. Ver. 3, the customary

greeting, as Phil. i. 2.

VERS. 4-7. INTRODUCTORY THANKSGIVING FOR PHILEMON'S LOVE
AND FAITH.

Ver. 4. Eti%apt<7Tw the common introduction in the epistles

of the apostle, Rom. i. 8, etc., proceeding from an affectionate re-

cognition of the good found in his readers.
"
My God," comp. at

Phil. i. 3. ITavTore belongs to ev%apioT<J>, as the emphatic word, not

to the following pveiav rrotoviievog, as shown by comparing 1 Cor. i. 4;

Kjih. i. 16; Phil. i. 4, etc. Mrt/av oov noiovnevos (on this Middle,
Winer's Gr

,
38. 5, p. 229) lm ruv -xpooevxtiv fiov states the occa-

sion on which such thanksgiving is offered to God as the author of

all good; comp. Eph. i. 16; 1 Thess. i. 2, etc.

Ver. 5. The exposition of what follows will be influenced by
our construction of duovuv, which by De "VVette, etc., is referred to

/iv. rrotov., but by Meyer and the majority to evxapiarti. The parallel

passages (as Rom. i. 8; Eph. i. 15; 2 Tim. i. 5), the nature of the

case (as prayer can hardly be conceived as first called forth by the

reports), the circumstance that the good reports regarding Philemon

much more naturally suggest the "
thanksgiving" than the " mak-

ing mention," etc., and above all, the fact that otherwise no subject

is assigned for the thanksgiving as elsewhere, all favour the latter

construction. 'Anovuv not dnovaa$ as Col. i. 4, because the reference

is here not to a definite account: he hears of this repeatedly as by

Epaphras, Onesimus, etc. The ground of thanksgiving is Phile-

* 'H olnia 61 aiiroii ptxp1 T v napovrof fj.uivi]K.E.-~-Theodoret.
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mon's love and faith, not love and truth, as Flatt, Hagenbach and

Meyer, who thus seek to escape the harshness of referring rfjv martv

to irpbq rbv Kvpiov, and rrjv dyauT/v to elg rovg irdvTag, which however

contains nothing extraordinary (Winer's Gr. 50, 2, p. 365), and is

supported by the change of prepositions Trpog and elg. So De Wette,

Demme, Koch, Grotius, Calvin, the Fathers. It is objected that

TT/V dyaTT7]v has already its limitation in oov. But this may belong

equally to rrjv mariv, and apparently from its preceding the limited

subject does belong to it. And rjv S^eig can certainly as well

belong also to dydnr] as amvef, 1 Tim. i. 5, to \LvQoi. It is an ob-

jection to taking man? as
"
truth," that Paul is accustomed always

to connect dyarrT/ and marts in a doctrinal sense, as the two funda-

mental pillars of Christianity; Eph. i. 15
;

1 Thess. iii. 6, etc., par-

ticularly Col. i. 4. From the contemporaneous composition of the

two epistles, and the general resemblance of their introductions, I

regard it as wholly unnatural to interpret marie differently in the

two passages. Meyer's remark, in reply, that faith elsewhere takes

the precedence in the genetic relation is unquestionably correct :

but the apostle could certainly proceed in the reverse order from the

fruit to the root, and here love would naturally take the first place,

as the principle to which he is specially to appeal. He thus men-
tions first love and then the root, in order to bring out Philemon's

entire moral condition; complectitur totam Christian! hominis per-
fectionem Calvin. A further argument against this explanation of

mans is that immediately after, the signification of the word must be

changed (as Hagenbach), or if adhered to (as by Meyer), at the ex-

pense of any fitting sense. On dyioi, Phil. i. 1. Hdvrag must be noticed

as indicating the diffusiveness of Philemon's love, whence we may
also reason to its intensity. For the unobjectionable character of the

expression mariv K%SIV Trpog nva, see Winer's Gr. 50, 2, p. 365.

Ver. 6. "OTTO)?, not ita ut, but "in order that" (Winer's Gr.,

53, 6, p. 410). But of what does it express the purpose ? "OTTU$

is referred to pveiav -rroLov^svog,
"
making mention in order that," etc.

(so De Wette, Winer, etc.), or to #?, marking the striving of Phile-

mon (so Bengel, Meyer). The former construction would require that

dtcovuv be connected with \LV. muov. assigning the reason for this rather

than for the "giving thanks" : and as the introductory intercession

and thanksgiving refer elsewhere to the relative deficiency of the read-

ers, the construction with e#ei? seems also preferable in sense. But

what, it is specially asked, are we to understand by the itotvuvia rrjg

morels, and what the sense of the entire clause ? Koiwvia can de-

note communication (Calvin, De Wette), or share, participation in

something (Meyer), or fellowship, in the sense of Acts ii. 42
;
Phil. i. 5.

In the first sense it is taken by Calvin : "fides quum intus non latet

otiosu, sed per veros effectus se profert ad homines." So De Wette :
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"the communication of thy faith as well in the manifestation of love

toward individuals, as in furtherance of the gospel," (the latter is here

certainly irrelevant). In the first sense of active communication, the

gen. rift TrtVrewf is taken subjectively, and the sense of the whole is

"that your faith may by active communication demonstrate its effica-

cy in everything good." 'Eiriyvuois is then practical knowledge, experi-
ence. So De Wette

; "may prove itself influential in the knowledge of

every good which (in principle and spirit) is in us (Christians)," adding
to (Ecumenius, Theophylact, dia tTnyvtivai oe KCU -rrpdr-eiv TO dyadov.

But the Trwmf as subjective is opposed to this explanation ;
for

Koivwvia denoting active impartation should be followed by the gen-
itive of the object. Again, this construction involves tautology ;

for how can an active icotvwvta, revealing itself in love, be conceived

otherwise than tvepyrj^ ? How become tvepyijz only in knowl-

edge ? And if i\\iiv is without doubt the true reading (according to

A.C.D.E.I.K., etc., comp. Tischendorf, since the origin of r\tiv may
be traced to the Colossians) why the contrasting of aov and ///ur ?

Meyer explains the word; participation in something, (as 1 Cor.

i. 9, x. 16), and as he consistently renders rnari^ here also
"
truth,"

he translates: that (o$ dependent on exetv) participation in thy
truth may prove mighty through, by means of, the knowledge (on
the part of the participants) of every good of which we are pos-
sessors. This Koivurvia, he remarks, here establishes an experimental

knowledge of Christian blessings, as faith, hope, love, etc. While

this explanation is grammatically unobjectionable, Koivuvia being
taken in its customary sense and construction, and KOIV. and *-/;.

being demonstrably referable only to the same subject, it still

yields but an unsatisfactory sense. The very expression :

"
partici-

pation in Philemon's fidelity," is obscure
;

for it would naturally
mean that they are as true as Philemon, while here it would seem

to denote participation in its fruits. Again, who are these partici-

pants ? As Meyer constructs oTrwf with e,\;c, they would seem to

be the " Lord" and the "
saints," or perhaps only the latter. And

is their participation in Philemon's fidelity to become efficacious by
means of an experimental knowledge of the good which is in Christ-

ians? Are they not already Christians, that their participation's

to become vital and efficient by means of an experimental knowledge
of the good in Christians ? We then have the sentiment (of Hein-

rich and Hagenbach)
" whence our adversaries may be able to ascer-

tain how much good our religion generates in us." And was the object

of their Christian knowledge to be vital participation in Philemon's

fidelity, i. e. by the experiencing of its manifestations ? For Meyer

manifestly perverts the thought if he makes noivuvia the means. Nor

could this explanation gain much by rendering mon$ "
faith." The
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majority of expositors, as Chrysostom, Theophylact, Luther, Bengel,

etc., take icoivuvia as communion, and moTeug as genitive of the sub-

ject, and render : which you have in common with us. This view is

open indeed to the objection of De Wette and Meyer that
" with us"

is foisted in, and the whole thought is irrelevant : still I hold this as

substantially the correct explanation of KOIVUVIO, : comp. Acts ii. 42;

Phil. i. 5, ii. 1. I translate :

" that the fellowship of thy faith may
become efficient," and take KOIV. as the leading conception which

must not be transformed into a relative and subordinate one, and

TTfc TTidrsajf, as is obvious from what is said on noivuvia, as genitive

of the subject. The apostle with particular reference to the el$

ndv-ag T. d-y., declares the purpose of Philemon, viz., that the fel-

lowship of his faith should not remain inoperative and dead, a mere

conception of the intellect, unconnected with the heart and the life,

but that this fellowship, of course with the saints, the objects of his

love may prove living and operative in the demonstration of love.

But in the fullness of his thoughts, in place of repeating the term
"

love," he expresses in iv emyvuaei rcavrbg, tc. r.
A,.,

the way in which

this fellowship of faith becomes operative in love. It becomes

operative since it discerns, as only love can, the good which is in

another, beholds in him the grace and the power of Christ, and

precisely thus becomes living and effectual elg Xpiarov, whose gifts

and graces it perceives in another, and feels itself drawn to him as

their source. In his love to the saints, Philemon wishes thus to

recognize the riches of Christ himself, and by this recognition be

himself strengthened and aided on in his believing fellowship with

Christ. This explanation alone gives to rov iv rifuv a definite sig-

nificance
;

it refers to the navrsg ayiot under whom Paul includes

himself. 'Evepy?fc acquires thus, in contrast with an existing,

indeed, but inactive fellowship of faith, an appropriate sense, and
Koivuvia needs in its relation to ver. 5, no supplement. So Olshausen:

Paul wishes that Philemon, in consequence of his believing fellow-

ship with him, may discover more and more how in him and in all

believers the true good is deposited. On smyvuoig, full and accurate

knowledge, such as springs only from love, see at Phil. i. 9. It

need not be styled strictly "recognition;" comp., however, 2 Cor.

vi. 9. Hav dyadbv TO KV fjjMv refers not to moral conduct but, as

shewn by KV (comp. e. g. 2 Tim. i. 5), to the good imparted by
Christ (1 Tim. i. 14).

Ver. 7. Fap therefore assigns not the reason of the prayer (see at

aKovuv), but, in accordance also with the sentiment, only the subjec-
tive ground of ev^apiorcj. The reading varies here between %apdv

(so A.C.D.E.F.G., etc.) and^aptv (I.K. Minusc , Fathers) and also be-

tween K%OHEV (D***I.K. Minusc. vers. the Fathers), t'o%ov (A.C.F.Gr.,

etc.), and t'cr^ojuev (D*E. d. e. Jerome) ;
the critics are of very
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various opinions. If %dpiv is genuine which, however, might through
the influence of ver. 4 be taken into the text, it cannot here denote

''gratitude," hut must rather be taken in the sense of#apa, "enjoy-

ment, joy, pleasure," as remarked by Thcophylact. We find else-

where #opa and Trapdn^rjmg connected as here, 2 Cor. vii. 4, 13. AVe

may affirm more confidently that to^ov or (including Timothy) ?n\ nuw

is to be read, pointing back to the time of the first account regarding
him. UapdK^Tjmg in reference to the condition of the apostle as prisoner.

'Em rg dydn-g, comp. on the position of dyil-)] in ver. 4. The ;; ;

now gives the essential ground of his comfort and joy, viz,
" because

the hearts of the saints are refreshed by thee, my brother !" On

anldyxva comp. Phil. i. 8; 2 Cor. vi. 12, and below vers. 12, 20. On
dvanaveiv, refresh, so ivo^n^w, 2 Tim. i. 16, comp. 1 Cor. xvi. 18;

2 Cor. vii. 13, and below ver. 20. De Wette : by the enjoyment of

thy benefactions which have put an end to their need and care.

Calvin: it is a great mistake to refer this t<> animal nourishment.

Meyer correctly remarks that the special instances of this ministry
of love are not adduced. " Brother" an outgush of the heart in

remembrance of this kindness.

Vers. 8-12. The apostle now passes to the object which has

dictated this letter
;
he exhorts Philemon, from that principle of

love which has displayed itself so signally in him, to give to Onesi-

mus, whom he sends bck, a reception corresponding to the change
which he has experienced, and not to deal harshly with him for his

former offence.

Ver. 8. Ato points back to ver. 7; in consequence of my joy,

etc., and belongs not to e^wv but to -napanakuv. Thus: therefore,

although I in Christ might have much confidence in enjoining on

thee what is becoming, for the sake of love I rather admonish thee.

Happ7]ma confidence, given, viz. by his apostolic office, and resulting

from his fellowship with Christ. Luther strikingly remarks : he

renounces his own right to exercise compulsion, that he may con-

strain Philemon to a like renunciation of his right. Calvin :

" we

enjoin with authority that which we wish to wrest by necessity even

from those who are unwilling:
* ft he teaches by his own exam-

ple that pastors are to seek gently to allure their disciples rather

than to draw them. And certainly while, stooping in to entreat, he

waives his own prerogative, he is likely to accomplish far more than

by commanding." 'E-trdaoeiv, command : in contrast with it is the

rra/Hz/caAcj following. To dvTjKov general, "what is becoming";
Paul has in mind the proper reception of Onesimus: comp. Kph.
v. 4: Col. iii. 18; Horn. i. 28; Tit. ii. 1.

Vers. 9, 10. Atd rijv dyd-rrrjv, not the love of Philemon or Paul,

but love in general : that love, which with thee is so potent, may
attain its due. See De \Vettc, Meyer, etc. Toiov~o$ &r, K. r, A..
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These commentators are also right in rejecting the view which con-

structs TOIOVTOS &v with the preceding 7rapaa/u5, or sets off roiovro^

Xpia-ov between two colons, and they both refer it to the follow-

ing TTapaitahti, whieh forms otherwise an awkward asyndeton. They
differ however in the more definite conception of rotovrog &v in that

Meyer regards it as a summing up of the quality expressed in ver. 8,

TTo^Aijv \ia~k~kQv Trapa/caAw, and wf Tiavko^ Xpiorov as enforcing the

following TrapaKakti from Paul's personal relation : De Wette, on
the contrary, takes roiovro^ &v as an indefinite designation of the

entire character, whose special points are given with the o>f, and is

inclined, in fact, to assume a parallelism between this and the pre-

ceding participial clause K%(*)V, and find here a like thought as in the

preceding, not as Schrader, a threat, but nearly as Wetstein
;
cum

talis sim ut tibi imperare possim, magis tameu hortor
; tanquam

senex, inquam, imo etiam vinctus hortor. It seems inconsistent

with Meyer's view, that ver. 8 furnishes no such description of

character which can be summed up in -oiov-og &v. Since what
from special reasons he does once, does not therefore assume

the character of a personal quality. And why this summing up
which but adds diffuseness to the discourse ? It seems to me much
more suited to the living language of the epistle not to refer roiovrog

&v back, nor again to take it as a mere preparatory term, to be de-

fined by the words which follow : I regard it rather as a direct,

life-like reference to the person of the apostle,
"
being such an one,"

sc. as I am, and as a further, but independent, statement of the

character of the subject as conceived and represented, o>f Ilavkos

TTpeapvrrjg, vvvl 6e ical dea/wof (in which the descriptive points are not

three but two, Uavkog not expressing a quality co-ordinately with

the others). The necessary reference of roiovrog to what precedes
is neither true in itself nor in this particular case

;
nor does Meyer's

doctrine affect our exposition, that wf, as, presupposes the limit-

ation of roiovTog, for &g I do not explain as immediately limiting

rotovTog, but a still further, though certainly illustrative, determina-

tion of the subject. The example cited by Wetstein from Andoci-

des is therefore entirely similar, except that there roiovrog &v points

back, here to something presented to the mind outside of the con-

text : in each case &q is not subordinately descriptive of Totovrog,

but goes back directly to the subject. Thus : I, in my circum-

stances, (I) whom thou hast to imagine to thyself as the aged

Paul, and now further as a prisoner of Jesus Christ, exhort thee.

He teaches, he has said ver. 8, where he might command, and by

way of emphasis adduces in advance the considerations which en-

force the exhortation : compliance with the request becomes a mat-

ter of piety. The name "Paul" brings vividly before Philemon the

whole beloved person of the apostle. Both usage and the connexion
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forbid us to take -xpeapvTTjs as a designation of office. Xpiarov 'I

is added to give cogency to the statement. Ver. 10. rrapa/caAcS ae

perhaps purposely follows close on the preceding statements,
"
I in

such circumstances entreat thee," shouldst thou not then cheerfully

comply ? And equally touching and forcible with his account of the

author of the request is now that of its object, "concerning my son,

whom I begot in my bonds, Onesmius," as is abundantly obvious in

the Kfiov TKKVOV, etc. On the attraction at 'Oi'7/a^ov see Winer's Gr.,

06, 5, p. 553. The name is, as it were, hidden behind the descrip-

tive clauses which precede it. TCKVOV yevvdu a mode of desig-

nation familiar to the apostle, 1 Cor. iv. 14, 15; GaL iv. 19, etc.

Vers. 11, 12. Ver. 10 gives the relation of Onesimus to Paul
;

the present his relation to Philemon, both the former and the pre-

sent one, and the request, enforced by both, for his favourable recep-

tion. In the " once unprofitable to thee, but now profitable," etc.

Paul would seem to endeavour to soften the remembraiu es which

the name of Onesimus must awaken in Philemon. With the " once

unprofitable/' he meets the thought of Philemon
;
but the rrort' in-

timates that a change has taken place which is immediately affirmed

positively and expressly in the " but now useful." "A^aro? con-

tains as Bengel (emt enim noxius), Flatt, etc., assume, a litotes.

The word only here (similarly dxpelo?, Matth. xxv. 30
;
Luke xvii.

10, d/UxriTeA/fc, Heb. xiii. 17); on the contrary, ev^pT/oTo?, useful,

2 Tim. ii. 21, iv. 11. "And to me," adds the apostle byway ofstrength-

ening the thought. As to the fact implied in dxprjaro^j see ver. 18.

Ev^/M/arof is referred by De Wette, Meyer, etc., to his conversion,
in consequence of which Onesimus could be serviceable to Philemon

in his spiritual interests, and was so already to the apostle, as his

conversion was to him a nap-nog Ipyov (Phil. i. 22, ii. 1C). But in

that case evxpqaros must be referred in one sense to Philemon, in

another to Paul
;
and for the latter reference evxpfjorog would cer-

tainly be no appropriate term. I prefer therefore to refer ev^pr/o-rof

to the same class of relations as d^p^a-og, as is also indicated at ver.

13, comp. 1 Tim. vi. 2. So Flatt : while Christianity fits man for

citizenship in heaven, it renders him also the most useful citizen of

earth. On the allusion in ev^p^arov, d%pr]a-rov to the significance of

the name 'Ov/jcn/tof, comp. Winer's Gr. 68, 2, note.*
rOv d-tTrefiipa,

whom I send back to thee
; comp. on the Aor. Winer's Gr., 40, 5,

b. 2. Valuable Codd. add aoi.

Ver. 12 contains the request, thus skilfully introduced, for his fa-

vourable reception. 2v <fe (wanting A.C. 17), in contrast with the

apostle who sends him. The apostle's interceding love is not satis-

fied with simply naming the object ;
he adds as explanatory TOUT'

* An allusion in evxpiarof, etc., to the name Xpiarof (so also Olshauseu), is incon-

sistent with the subjoined pronouns.
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Ian rd tyd a-nhdy%va = my own heart (comp. ver. 7, 20) so in Lat.

corculum, with Plautus, etc. Against explaining it as "
Son/' see

Meyer. What supplication could be more cogent ? Si in servum

suuin implacabilis fuisset, in Pauli viscera sasviebat. Thus prays
the apostle for the fugitive slave, putting himself, as says Luther,
into his very place. Since irpoakafiov is wholly wanting in important
Codd. (A.F.G. 17), and has in some Minusc. and versions a different

place, and its omission may also have drawn after itself that of ov

&:, it is deemed spurious by the most recent critics, Lachmann,

Tischendorf, De Wette and Meyer. The introduction of the rela-

tive, caused the construction to be left incomplete, and the verb ap-

pears only at ver. 17. With this hypothesis I conceive that the

contents of 13-17 admirably correspond. Vers. 13-16 appear then

in accordance with their contents, rather as parenthetical and sub-

ordinate thoughts, encircled, as it were, and pressed together by the

leading thought, and ver. 17, d ovv t^e e^ejf KOIVUVOV then connects

itself resumptively with rd tyd o-nXdyxya above, in order at the close

of the whole to bring out with the utmost impressiveness the re-

quest, thus diligently and thoroughly fortified. The whole passage

gains by this in coherence and energy, and the statements 13-16, as-

sume at once, as further paving the way for the request, their proper
and natural relation.

Vers. 13-16. The expression
"
my own heart," suggests the fol-

lowing remarks, in which Paul explains why he did not retain one

so dearly loved with himself. But he does this in such a way that

the sending him back appears, on his own part, as the relinquish-
menfc of a right, as a sacrifice

;
in respect to Philemon, as a tender

regard with which Paul believes that he responds to the Divine pur-

pose which controlled the event, and which may have designed to send

back to Philemon instead of a slave, a beloved brother. How tender

the entire passage, especially ver. 16, which represents the object of

his wish, even before he gives formal expression to it, as the possible
end of the Divine arrangement ! How dear must Onesimus appear
to Philemon, who receives him again in such a manner ! How per-

fectly is the way prepared for the request expressed at ver. 17 !

Ver. 13. 'Eyw emphatic,
" I on my part," in contrast with ver.

14 (Meyer). So t-|3ot/vl6jw?p and ^0e/b/<ra are contrasted alike in signi-

fication and in tense : the former expresses inclination
;
the latter ac-

tive will, decision
; epovkoprjv, the permanent state even after the de-

cision
; //fleAf/ao, the decision as a thing of a moment. The final Iva

justifies Paul's wish to retain him (otherwise he would have abso-

lutely no right to another's slave) and at the same time intimates

how dear Onesimus is to him, and what a treasure he surrenders to

Philemon. 'Trrtp oov = for thee, in thy place, comp. Winer's Gr.,

48, 1, p. 342. Kightly Grotius : ut mihi preestaret quaa tu, si hie
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rasstiturus mihi omnia esses, thus presupposing the undoubted
ali'.'ction of Philemon. A<ru-or// as de-noting personal service, comp.
at 2 Tim. iv. 11. On Iva Winer's Gr., 41, b. 1.

" In the bonds of

the gospel," indirectly vindicates his rvjld to retain him
; <tyet/te/f

pot dianoviav wf uaOt]T^g didaandXu, Theodoret,

Ver. 14. XuplgdK rifc crifcyiip = without thine approving judg-
ment

;
so also Polybins as cited by Raphel.

"
I would do nothing" in

the matter. The expression is made delicately general ;
but the evi-

dent reference is to retaining Onesimus. De Wette's explanation
therefore in referring it to his manumission is unnatural

;
li-r this is

neither implied in Kart^eiv (which would not emancipate him) nor is

allowed by the following Iva, K. r. A., as it would leave no place for any
benefaction of Philemou. For the benefaction here referred to consists

clearly in the dianovdv (ver. 13), and dyaOov must therefore (against
De Wette) have reference not to Onesimus, but to Paul. We must not

then assume that the apostle means to intimate a wish that Onesimus

should from free love be sent back to him. gee vers. 15, 22.
'

lie merely
means that in case of his having retained him, the kindness rendered

would have been rat her a matter of compulsion than voluntary. This

appearance (w?), he would avoid by sending him back. And now

Philemon, in receiving Onesimus kindly and retaining him perma-

nently, will shew the greatest love to the apostle. The entire thought

finally is expressed not in strict relation to the case, but generally :

comp. Meyer's excellent exposition, who remarks that aAAa Kara

&KOVOIOV is inconsistent with a restriction to the present case, as Paul

by no means designed to retain Onesimus. On /.-</-
vay/,-//r, Kara

titovaiov, by compulsion, of free tvill, employed adverbially, see the

similar examples, Winer's Gr., 51, 2
;
on the use of the adjective

IKOVOIOV (as Numb. xv. 3), Winer's Gr., 54, 1. Kara dvdyar}v is

purposely placed first (Meyer).
Ver. 15. Tap introduces the reason for not retaining Onesimus.

He feared he might be acting counter to the intention of Provi-

dence. Tap would stand very awkwardly if the preceding reference

were to emancipation, as d-^\nr stands in manifest contrast to

Paul's KaTe%eiv. Td%a perhaps (Rom. v. 7). The apostle ventures

not to assert it definitely. Chrysostom and Jerome refer appropri-

ately to Gen. xlv. 5, and Hageubach remarks strikingly that his cau-

tious appending of ro^a, as not venturing to assert posibility the

ways of Providence, differs widely from the course of those miser-

able wretches who with pious speeches ever in their months, palm
off on Providence the products of their own conceit and supersti-

tion. 'ExupiaOrj used euphemistically, says Chrysostom, for tyvyzv ;

and again K^copiaOrj rather than tyupioevtflVTOV. Calvin : la-la enim

catastrophe in malis quasi remedium est fpuod nobis ad dcle^das
offeusas porrigitur . . . . Et prudeuter omnia temperat, quum fngam
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vocat discessnm et addit ilium ad tempns fuisse. Hpb$ &pav a/w-

vtov
;

this contrast leaves no possible ground for inferring from irpb$

&pav that Onesimus had been but a short time absent (comp. Wiese-

ler, p. 417). On -rrpbg &pav comp. 2 Cor. vii. 8
;
1 Thess. ii. 17. On

alwviov, the adjective expressing an adverbial conception, and re-

ferred to av-ov see Winer's Gr., 54, 2. It denotes here not (as

Flatt, referring to Exod. xxi. 6
;
Deut. xv. 17);

" so long as you
both live ;" but as Chrysostom remarks,

" not only in the present

time, but also in the future ;" so the recent interpreters. Meyer
is ultra-Pauline in explaining it from the assumption of the speedy
advent. 'Arre^f indicates complete, perfect possession ;

see Phil,

iv. 18, and Matth. vi. 2.

Ver. 16 specifies how he is, perhaps, under the Divine purpose, to

retain him forever
;

" no longer as a slave" (it is wholly against the

sense of the writer to supply judvov, only), but above a slave (Winer's

Gr., 49, e. p. 359). The idea of emancipation which some have

fancied that they found in the words, in no way belongs to them,
and is even inappropriate. The apostle could not mean to intimate it

as the Divine purpose that Philemon was to have in Onesimus a

freed man
;
but as the explanatory

" brother beloved" declares, that

he should have in his slave a brother beloved, which he may be as a

slave equally well as if set free (1 Tim. vi. 2). If, therefore, the apos-
tle desired his emancipation, the words do not imply it. The term
"
believing masters," and " because they are our brethren," 1 Cor.

vii. 21, 22
;

1 Tim. vi. 2, shew that Paul neither regards the outward

relation of the slave as incompatible with that of "
brother," nor re-

quires emancipation of Christian masters, as a duty of love
;

Col. iii.

22, iv. 1
; Eph. vi. 5-9. Ma/Ucrra

tjuot',
inserts the apostle, to testify

again his love for Onesimus, and thus establish his claim to the love

of Philemon. MaAtara compares the love of Paul toward him with

that of other Christians (apart from Philemon), with whom he had
become connected

;
and n6au juaAAov, how much more, forms a final

inference in regard to Philemon to whom he belongs.
" Both in the

flesh and in the Lord," does not (as De Wette), assign the reason

for his greater dearness (noou p&LAo?) to Philemon, since Paul is

not stating what Onesimus already is to Philemon, but what he is

to be
;

it marks rather two spheres in ivhich he is to be to him yet
much more a beloved brother, iv oaptci marking the natural, iv n-vpiut

the Christian sphere. 'Ev aapni then can denote only the servile re-

lation in which Onesimus stands to Philemon. In this also Phile-

mon is to evince to Onesimus that he regards him as a beloved

brother. In this too, emancipation is neither necessary nor possibly

involved, if our above remarks at wf are correct. Nor can iv oapni

refer to community of nation (Olshausen, Flatt, etc.), which would

require it to be understood as giving the reason of the TTOCTCJ /mAAov.
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Meyer explains too generally,
" as man and as Christian."

cannot denote humanity as such, nor t-v aapni the relation of Onesi-

mus to Philemon as a man
;
but only the human, natural relation

in which he is to be to Philemon a dear brother.

Ver. 17 resumes, after the interruption of vers. 13-16, the ov de

avrbv, rovr' KOTI rd tyd arrAay^va. Paul has there styled Onesimus
"

his heart ;" in immediate connexion with this therefore, he pro-

ceeds ;

"
if then thou boldest me a partner, receive him as if thou

wert receiving me (not, as thou receivest me) ;
he is one with the

apostle. If Paul is his Kotvwvof he must allow the same place to

Onesimus
;
for they are both one. Philemon, in refusing to receive

him, would renounce the fellowship of the apostle. Koiwvug applies

to Christian fellowship in its entire extent. HpooXaf3ov not merely
a receiving, but a kind one

; comp. Rom. xiv. 1, 3
;
Acts xxviii. 2.

Ver. 18. El de n rfSinrjae ae
77 fyeitei 6e not simply continua-

tive = not to leave this point unmentioned
;

it marks the attempt
to set aside what might perhaps interfere with such a reception.

The construction with el marks the Attic urbanity. 'Hd/xT/ae refers

generally to every wrong of neglect in service or otherwise for which

he deserved punishment ; (ty>
A points more definitely to a debt due

from Onesimus to his master, from breach of trust. De Wette and

Meyer, however, understand fyeitei as merely a more definite limi-

tation of ?i<5iKrjae. In no case is it admissible to refer the words

merely to the offence of running away. "Place to my account.".

TOVTO, sc. whether punishment or debt. On e-AAdya, in sense =
t-AAdya (Rom. v. 13), which Tischendorf has received, comp. Meyer.

Ver. 19. In a playful turn (lepide sane base profert, Theophy-

lact), which expresses the confidence of love, Paul now places with

his own hand an acknowledgment of the debt :

" I Paul have writ-

ten with my own hand, I will repay." 'ATrortw (only here), general,
"

to make good, make restitution, expiate." It is better, perhaps,
to suppose that Paul wrote the entire epistle, than that he took the

pen to add these words. "Not to say to thee," continues the apostle.

The expositors take ooi with At'yw, and take tm as expressing the de-

sign of typaipa dnoriau. The sense of the whole is then :

" not to say
to thee that thou owest to me not merely that which I have now de-

clared my readiness to pay, but thine own self also." But what, under

this construction, is the force of ooi ? So also the /cat and Ttpo$-

havo no relation in the context, as Paul has not said that Philemon

owes to him that which he himself is going to, pay. "Iva also stands

but harshly with i
;

ypai/>a and d-xoriaa) this bond stands much more

fittingly as an independent document. It is thus perhaps better to

connect Iva with TUVTO ipol t-AAoya ; put this to my charge, that is

to say, to thine
;
since not barely this (sc. what I have declared

myself willing to pay), but even thyself thou owest to me. Thus
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ooi, icai and rrpof have their appropriate place and significance. Phil-

emon owes himself to the apostle, as having been converted by him,

which, as Paul was not himself in Colossse, may have occurred

during his residence in Ephesus.
Ver. 20. Not, ddeXtye, t-yw oov 6vat[ir]v. N<u confirmatory = our

yea. What is confirmed is shewn by the emphatically prefixed eyw,

to which Meyer properly calls attention. It is I myself, says the

apostle, that would desire advantage from, would have enjoyment of

thee, not Onesimus
;

it is to me that thou provest thy love. The
clause is a comprehensive summing up, and refers to the entire form

of the request pertaining to Onesimus, in which Paul makes the

cause of Onesimus his own (Meyer), not to -npooo^d^e^ (De Wette),
as indicated by the t-yc5. 'Qvaifiijv ^to rejoice in any one frequent
in the classics, especially of parents in reference to children, is found

in the New Testament only here. We may then, with the more pro-

bability, infer an allusion to the name of Onesimus (Winer's Gr.,

68, 2), the point of which is purposely heightened by the tyw.

The KV XpiarCJ marks the desired enjoyment, though referring to an

earthly matter, as yet Christian in its character. So immediately
after dvd-navaov KV Xpioru ;

the relief (dvarrayeiv}, refers to his solici-

tude for Onesimus ;
the KV Xpiar& marks it as essentially Christian,

transfers the act within the Christian sphere, if Philemon acts in it

as a Christian. Comp. Harless at Eph. iv. 1. This is the very aim

and business of the Christian to have this Christian direction given
to his whole conduct, to have his whole life elevated from its nat-

ural degradation into the domain of Christ and thus sanctified
;

hence the phrase iv avpit^ so frequently appended by the apostle.

The Codd. decide for iv Xpiaru in the second passage (comp. Tisch-

endorf). 'Avdnavaov ra OTthdyxva as ver. 7
;
his heart is troubled

about Onesimus.

VEES. 21-25. CONCLUSION OF THE EPISTLE.

Yer. 21.
"
Relying upon thy obedience I have written to thee,

knowing that thou wilt do even more than I say." The letter is

already written
;
what is added is merely supplementary. Hence

we may not, with De Wette, refer in respect to the Aor. t'ypai/>a to

dveTrejuT/^ev, ver. 11
;

it merely glances back at the now written

letter (Winer's GT., 40, 5, 2, p. 249). With these words the

apostle gives Philemon to understand what he expects from him.

The letter, he says, shews what confidence he reposes in him
;

Philemon will not disappoint it. The nenoidug ry vnaKoy, it is true,

points again to his apostolic authority ; yet not in any such sense

as to be in contradiction to ver. 8. The obedience of Philemon is
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presupposed in the letter. He requests, not because he fears that

his command would be unavailing, but because he knows it is un-

necessary. Nay, he knows and is convinced that Philemon will do

beyond what he asks. If vnep o Aryw refers to emancipation, then

it cannot have been involved in the previous request ;
those who re-

gard it as thus previously involved (as De Wette), must refer this

to still additional benefactions. But the words may lie understood,

without any such specific reference, of increased kindness toward

Onesimus.

Ver. 22. The apostle subjoins to this the request that he would

prepare for him entertainment, as he hopes to be "
granted" to them.

"Afta dt Kai presupposes the undoubted fulfilment of his previous en-

treaty. It is conjectured, perhaps not erroneously, that this request

thus immediately subjoined, or rather the promise which it involves,

is intended, as a confirmation of love on his part, to support and

enforce that entreaty. As to the hope here expressed by the apos-

tle, comp. Phil. i. 25, ii. 24
;

"
Through your prayers," he presup-

poses in them their prayer for his deliverance (eomp. Col. iv. 3, scq.;

Eph. vi. 19), and attaches great importance to their prayers, as he

ascribes to them his freedom ;
which with him is assuredly not a mere

phrase. Comp. Bom. xv. 30
;
2 Cor. i. 11

;
Phil. i. 19, etc. How

closely was the apostle connected with his churches by prayor which

he offered perpetually for them and they for him ! How widely
removed are we from this pattern of the apostolic age ! How fee-

ble with us the tie which connects teachers and scholars ! On xaPia~

0/joonai, to be granted as a matter of favour, an expression frequent
with the apostle, also in the Pass., comp. for this passage specially

Acts iii. 14, xxvii. 24.

Vers. 23, 24. The Salutations. Read da-nd&rai, singular.

Those who send salutations are the same as Col. iv. 10-14
; except

that Jesus Justus, there named, is here past over. Why, is uncer-

tain
; comp., however, Wieseler, p. 417, Anm. Epaphras (on his

relation to Epaphroditus, Phil. ii. 25, comp. in loco), is designated
here as auvat^udAwTof, on the contrary, Col. iv. 10, Aristarchus. It

is probable, as Meyer remarks at Col. iv. 10, and Wieseler, p. 417,

seq., that the expression denotes not compulsory, but voluntary im-

prisonment, thus referring to Paul's companions, who alternately
remained with him in his guarded dwelling, and that Epaphras now,
Aristarchus before, was performing this service of love. Meyer also re-

marks that tffycw^aAwTOf, used only of prisoners of war, designates
the apostle, like avarpariurrj^^ as a soldier of Christ. 'Kv X/MCTTCJ

'Irjaov expresses more than the genitive ;
to wit. that he shares the

apostle's imprisonment not merely in the cause of Christ, but in a

Christian way ; comp. Harless at Eph. iv. 1.
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Ver. 25. The closing blessing as Gal. vi. 18 ; Phil. iv. 23, and
so 2 Tim. iv. 22

;
to wit, not simply

" with you," but " with your

spirit." It thus designates that position of humanity which is the

most immediate subject of Divine influence. The v^dq are those

named ver. 2.

The subscription sustains the prevalent hypothesis of the com-

position of the epistle during Paul's recorded imprisonment in

Koine.
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EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

INTRODUCTION.

THE Lord Jesus Christ has said : Search the Scriptures, for
they are they which testify of me. The Holy Scriptures of the old

covenant testify of Christ, and that not merely because particular

prophecies pointing to Christ are to be found here and there in

them. The entire history of the revelation of God in the old cove-

nant is one great preintimation of the future Messiah
;
and this

/ac-revelation and yac-prophecy formed the condition and the

basis of the particular word-prophecies which God gave in a super-
natural manner by his special instruments. It is wrong to overlook

this unity of basis ;
but it is equally so to attempt to derive these

particular word-revelations as developments from that basis, and to

overlook their properly supernatural character. In the garden of

Eden immediately after the fall, God directs the hope of the human
race to a son of the woman, who is to break the- power of the ser-

pent ;
Eve exults in her first joy as a mother she has borne a man

child, and with him she has received Jehovah back again ;
she re-

gards her child as the promised one who is to win back for men the

favour, nearness, and possession of Jehovah. She is mistaken.

The human race must first go deep downwards in order to be able

to rise upwards yes, it must pursue an ever downward course
; all

human greatness must be brought low
;
until humanity is so hum-

bled as to be capable of placing itself in a purely receptive relation

towards the salvation provided ; then, and not till then, will the

woman's seed be given to it
;
for it cannot produce that seed. This

is the fundamental law of all revelation and all prophecy in the Old

Testament.

After that judicial visitation by which the degenerate race of man
was buried and baptized (immersed, sunk) in the flood, Noah, who

came forth from this baptism as the father of a new humanity, the

second Adam of the old covenant, lays on Shem's head the blessing

that the Lord shall be his God
; Canaan shall serve Shem, Japhet

shall live with Shem in peace and friendship.* And when the

* To dwell in the tenta of any one = to be hospitably received by any one.

VOL. VI. 18
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families of men, five generations after Noah, are separated from
each other, the promise is made to the Shemite Abraham on account

of his faith, that his posterity shall form the central point of a

future reunion of mankind in the blessing. But not until after
three generations of affliction will God put the seed of Abraham in

possession of the inheritance promised to him (Gen. xv.).

Here begins the operation of that wonderful principle of delay,

according to which the last part of a promised epoch is extended

anew to a period embracing several epochs, and the last of these is

again distributed into several epochs, and so forth. The third gen-
eration after Abraham, that of Joseph, with which the affliction

properly speaking first begins, lengthens itself out again to three

generations. On the expiration of these comes the promised re-

demption of the seed of Abraham from affliction (Gen. xv.), but in

such a manner as that the redemption then first begins, and this

too only typically and preliminarily. Israel is redeemed from the

Egyptian bondage ;
as in Noah the human race, so under Moses

the seed of Abraham passed through a baptism, and came forth

from a baptism in the Red Sea
;
Israel was emancipated through

Moses, but came not through Moses into its rest, into the posses-

sion of the promised land. Joshua conducted it into the land, but

the land was not yet entirely possessed, Israel continued to be

harassed and oppressed by the heathen, and the last forty years pre-

vious to the battle at Ebenezer were truly again years of bondage.

Being again delivered by Samuel, the people obtained in Saul a

king, but not after God's heart, full of carnal timidity and carnal

courage, insolent and faint-hearted. The king after God's heart,

David, must again himself reproduce the destinies of the whole seed

of Abraham in his own individual life, and, through much tribula-

tion, enter into glory. But yet his reign was one of war and con-

flict, not of peace, and the triumphing prince of peace, Solomon,
was after him.

Doubtless there was given in David a fulfilment of the old

promises of salvation, but one that was merely human, therefore

lying under the curse of everything human, and liable to pass

away. Hence there was opened to David by means of the prophet
Nathan (2 Sam. vii.) a second perspective view of the promised

salvation, in the fulfilment of which, however, the same law of delay

obtains as in the first. Not David, but Ms seed after him shall

build a house to the Lord; for him the Lord will build a house, and

will be his father, and he shall reign with God forever. David im-

mediately perceives, and rightly (2 Sam. vii. 19
; comp. chap, xxiii. 1),

that this wonderful prophecy
"
points to the distant future," and

represents the form of "a man who is God." And, in like manner,

Solomon, when he consecrates the temple of stone (1 Kings viii.
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26, 27) acknowledges that that prophecy of Nathan's is not yet ful-

filled by this act. Therefore, when Solomon sought, by intercourse

with the nations, by marriage and philosophy, to break through the

limits of the Mosaic law, he wrongly anticipated a freedom which

was to become possible only through the new covenant, plunged
himself and his people into idolatry, and brought about a deep
national decline

;
and so his proverbs and his song of songs are

placed as monuments, not merely of his wisdom, but at the same

time also of his folly, among the Chethubim of the Old Testament

canon.

Solomon's temple of stone then, was only a first, a provisional
fulfilment of Nathan's prophecy. Under him, and after him, the

kingdom, power, and glory of Israel fell more and more into decay,
and as ungodliness increased, the prophets, and Elijah among the

number, looked around for the judgments of God. But to him it

was revealed that the Lord is not in storm and fire, but in the still

small voice
;
and Joel, too, uttered the same truth. The people

deserve indeed even now judgment and destruction
;
but with the

judgment the Lord will grant forgiveness ;
he will first pour out his

Spirit, and then come to judgment. Redeeming grace is to go be-

fore judicial severity. The eye of hope was now turned to redeem-

ing grace ;
the promised descendant of David was more and more

clearly revealed to the prophets. He is not to be born in palaces ;

as the first, so the second David must be sought by the daughters
of Zion in times of sore travail, of heavy afflictions, by the sheep-
folds of Bethlehem (Mic. v. 5). The daughter of the house of

David, so haughty under Ahaz, must, by unheard of sufferings, be

brought to conduct herself in a purely receptive manner as a maid

(rnsVy) in order to bring forth the son, and she will then, no longer

trusting in her own strength, call him " GOD WITH us." Israel, ap-

pointed as the servant of God to convert the heathen, but alto-

gether unfit for this work (Is. xlviii.), and himself an idolater (Is.

xliv.), is to be again brought into bondage by a force coming from the

Euphrates (Assyrian, later, from Is. xxxviii. onwards, Babylonian);
in the time of his subjugation the true servant of God will come,
will first work out by his atoning sacrificial death the inward re-

demption, the forgiveness of sins (chap, liii.), then convert the

heathen (chap, liv.), and finally, convert and deliver the still har-

dened Israel (chap. Ixiv. Ixvi., comp. Rom. xi.). But here again
comes in a delay. Not 70 years, as Jeremiah has prophesied, is the

subjugation of Israel under the heathen to last
;
but as Daniel has

revealed, 7 x 70 years, nay, as is immediately added by way of cor-

rection, still longer (inasmuch as from the building of Jerusalem
under Nehemiah 7 x 62 years were to elapse). After 70 years in-

deed, Israel is to return to their land
;
but the subjugation under
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the heathen is to continue over five centuries. Accordingly, the re-

building of the temple under Zerubbabel was again but a type of

the building of the temple already promised by Nathan, which

God himself was to undertake. And so Malachi, the last of the

prophets, directed the eye of the people to the messenger of tltr-

Lord, who was soon to come to his temple, to visit and to sift

Israel, and to separate the wheat from the empty chaff (comp.
Matth. iii. 12).

This signification and course of prophecy must of itself have

appeared to any one who gave attentive heed to the Old Testament,
and who in heart and mind belonged to that covenant

; not, how-

ever, to the impenitent, not to the mass of the people of Israel.

Now the two books of the New Testament in which is represented
the insight of the spiritually-minded Israelites into the Old Testa-

ment revelation after it was brought to full maturity by the Holy

Spirit, are, the Gospel of Matthew and the Epistle to the Hebrews,
to which, however, the address of Stephen (Acts vii.) is to be added

as a very important passage having the same character. Stephen
adduces from the collective history of the Old Testament (in which

he points throughout with special emphasis to the principle of delay

already noticed*) rather the negative proof that the law and the

temple, although Divine, are not the highest and last form of the

revelation and dwelling-place of God. Matthew adduces rather the

positive proof that Jesus is the promised son (seed) of Abraham
and David, that in him, therefore, the first prospect disclosed to

Abraham (Gen. xv.), as well as the. second opened to David through
Nathan (2 Sam. vii.) have found their termination. Matthew, too,

refers to the same law of delay, when, in chap. i. 2, seq., he shews,

that in place of the three mi", Gen. xv., there came three great

periods, that of typical elevation until the time of David, that of

decline until Jeremiah, and that during which the house of David

was in a condition of poverty and lowliness until Mary. In conduct-

ing this proof, however, the Evangelist does not of course take as

the frame-work of his particular reasonings an exposition of the Old

Testament prophecy, but a record of the New Testament fulfilment.

The Old Testament prophecy is by Matthew taken for granted as

already known. The Epistle to the Hebrews, on the contrary, starts

from the Old Testament, formally developes the component parts of

that dispensation in a treatise systematically arranged, and shews

how, in all its parts, it points to Jesus. The history of Jesus is

here taken for granted as known. This method is more remote,
more indirect, and more philosophical than the other. Stephen's

practical aim was to defend himself from the charge of speaking

blasphemy against the law and the temple ;
that of Matthew was

* Comp. my Crit of the Gospel History, 2 ed. p. 689.
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to furnish the Jewish Christians with a written substitute for the

oral preaching of the twelve. What practical necessity occasioned

the writing of the Epistle to the Hebrews ?

No book of the New Testament, and, in general, of the Holy

Scriptures, owes its origin to a mere subjective literary choice, to a

mere love of writing on the part of the author. The Epistle to the

Hebrews, accordingly, however systematic and almost scientific its

contents are, was occasioned by a practical necessity. The investi-

gations concerning its author we must refer from the introduction

(to which they do not belong, and where they are not as yet even

possible) to the close of the commentary ; but, for the better under-

standing of the epistle itself, some preliminary observations respect-,

ing the occasion of it must needs be made.

It is evident from Acts ii. 5, and Acts xv., and Gfal. ii.,
that the

Jewish Christians, though not resting their justification before God
on the Mosaic law, yet observed that law (Acts ii. 38, iii. 19, iv. 12).

And this too was quite natural. For that law was not only given

by God, and not yet abrogated by him, nay, observed even by Christ

himself (Gal. iv. 4, seq.), but besides this, being national as well as

religious, it had become so entirely a part of the Israelitish customs

and manner of life, it was so wrought into "the texture of the whole

conduct and life of that people, that so long as they were a people,
and so long as Jewish Christians were members of the Israelitish

state, a renunciation of those national customs was purely incon-

ceivable. It may, indeed, be doubted whether the Israelites who
had become Christians, continued to fulfil those legal observances

which bore a more optional character. It can scarcely be supposed,
for example, that every one who fell into a sin would bring the guilt

or the sin-offering into the temple. On the other hand, the manner
of preparing meats, the observance of the Sabbath, etc., remained

the same.

Indeed, until the destruction of Jerusalem, when God, by the

overthrow of the Israelitish state, put an end to Israelitish nation-

ality and customs, the hope of seeing Israel converted as a whole,

although it had been ever lessening, was not entirely given up ;
and

this of itself was a reason for the Jewish Christians not separating
themselves from the Israelitish community. Thus the Jewish

Christians, or to speak more correctly, the Israelites who believed on

the Messiah, were in the habit of frequenting the temple for daily

prayer. But the hatred of the unbelieving Jews towards them grew
more and more intense. Towards the end of the fiftieth year they
no longer suffer the presence of the apostle Paul in the temple

(Acts xxi. seq.), although they dared not yet openly cast him out as

a Jewish Christian, but availed themselves of the pretext that he

had taken a Gentile Christian into the temple along with him. But
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that the time came when Christians as such, Jewish Christians also,

were no longer suffered to appear in the temple, may be inferred

from the Epistle to the Hebrews. The persecution of the Chris-

tians under Nero may have emboldened the Jews
;
their courage

rose when they saw the Christians sacrificed also by the Romans.

This period of affliction for the church in Jerusalem may have

begun in the sixtieth year. There were, however, weak ones ID

whose minds conscientious scruples might be awakened by this ex-

clusion from the Theocracy of the old covenant. They were not yet

able to walk without crutches. They were afraid lest with the

privilege of access to the temple and of fellowship with the com-

monwealth of Israel, they should lose at the same time their claim

to the common salvation of God. Such weak ones are not to be

sought among the older members of the church who had already

grown grey in Christianity, but rather among the neophytes and

such as were on the point of conversion. Conversion to Christianity

threatened to come to a stand. And yet it was the last hour
;
and

whoever was to be saved from the judgments impending over Israel

must be saved now. In these circumstances the Epistle to the He-

brews was written, designed for a certain circle of neophytes and

catechumens then existing ;
useful for all in future times who

should occupy an analogous position. The aim of this epistle is to

prove from the nature and principal elements of the old covenant

itself, that the revelation and redemption through the Messiah

promised in the old covenant, is represented even in the old cove-

nant as an absolute revelation, as sufficient in itself, by which the

Old Testament types become superfluous.
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(Chap. i. 1-3.)

WHILE all the rest of the New Testament epistles begin by
mentioning the name and office of their authors, as also the churches

for which they are intended, this form of introduction which was

usual in ancient times is wanting in the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Some have sought to account for this circumstance by saying that

the author intended to compensate for the effect of a formal super-

scription by the solemn and highly oratorical style of the introduction.

This supposition, however, will not suffice fully to explain the case.

The impression that would have been made on the readers and

hearers by the name of an apostle or some other authoritative person,

might indeed be compensated by the impression which the lofty

utterance of the heart and mind of such a person could not fail to

produce ; they could, so to speak, hear the man from the force of the

words., and believe, as it were, that they saw him before them. But
the want of the superscription itself was not thereby compensated.
We can scarcely conceive that any one would have addressed a letter

to a church without mentioning his name at all. It only remains

therefore to be supposed, that this writing which we hold under the

name of the Epistle to the Hebrews was originally accompanied by
a shorter epistle properly so called, and therefore that the epistle

itself was not one in the proper sense of the term. And this sup-

position is confirmed by a number of considerations drawn from the

substance of the epistle, to which our attention will be directed at

the proper time, and of which we will here specify some of the most

striking. The hortatory passages are not, as in most of the other

epistles, closely engrafted on the didactic, so that the doctrinal

parts pass naturally into the practical ;
but the former are wound

up in a strictly scientific manner without any hortatory and practical

side-glances, and the latter are abruptly placed between the doctrinal

sections (chap. ii. 1-3, iii. 1-19, v. 11, vi. 12, etc.) The practical

parts too, show a systematic form, the result of reflexion, an in-

tended transition to a new doctrinal section is introduced in the form

of a short hortatory or personal remark (iii. 1, viii. 1). The partic-

ular sections of the doctrinal parts are, however, marked by a pecu-
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liar species offormal superscriptions, of which we shall soon have

to speak, and the nature of which can be seen from the translation

which we have annexed to the commentary. Moreover, the course

of the investigation and the reasoning in the doctrinal parts is often

so intricate, so many ideas are often compressed into few words, that

we can hardly suppose the ohject of the epistle was fulfilled by a

single reading before the assembled church (as we must suppose
was the case even with the most didactic of Paul's epistles, that to

the Romans, which however might easily be understood on a first

reading) ;
but it rather appears, that this Epistle to the Hebrews

was designed, after having been read, to serve as a groundwork for

a formal course of instruction, very probably of instruction for cate-

chumens. This opinion is confirmed also by the passages chap. v.

11, seq., vi. 1, seq., where the writer makes some systematic remarks

on the method of instruction to be pursued in the Christian Church;
with which may be compared also the passage viii. 1, where again in

a systematic form a recapitulation is given of what has been said on

to that place, as the foundation of what is farther to be brought
forward.

After all, then, we shall not be chargeable with undue boldness

if we maintain, that the Epistle to the Hebrews was, in respect of

its form, not an epistle in the proper sense, but a treatise. That

this assertion implies no denial of its having been written with a

practical aim is evident from what has been said in the introduction;

all that we think and say is, that in respect of its form, it goes

beyond the nature of an epistle, of a direct effusion in which the

writer transfers himself in spirit to his readers, and speaks to them

although not without a plan (comp. thfflJpistle to the Romans), yet

always without the consciousness of system and from the immediate

impulse of the heart, and that it therefore thoroughly bears the

character of a systematic treatise. Hence also we account for the

absence of the address which is indispensable to every epistle. A
mere verbal salutation by the person who conveyed the writing could

not supply the place of this address, not even on the supposition of

its being a treatise. It would be too strange to suppose, that the

author who had written so much should not write a few additional

lines with his own name. These accompanying lines, however, in

the case before us, would be addressed not to the church, but rather

to some individual teacher in it, and we can easily see from this how

they might come to be lost.

That the writing was intended for a certain limited circle of

readers, not for a circle of churches, not even for one entire church,
is very evident from chap. iii. 6, v. 12. The persons there addressed

form quite a definite circle of persons represented as undergoing a

course of instruction. This, of course, does not imply that the
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writing was not used for a similar object in all analogous cases, be-

yond this circle, and that in this way, at a very early period, it may
not have obtained a circulation suited to its high importance.

The three first verses, inasmuch as they develop the ground-idea
of the epistle, form a sort of introduction to the principal parts
which follow from ver. 4 onwards. The structure of the period in

these verses has justly been noticed by all commentators as remark-

able for its beauty. The period is as perspicuous and clear as it is

long, rich, and complicated ;
a fine succession of thought expressed

in a form finished even to the minutest detail, gives it a claim to

rank among the finest periods of the Greek authors. The first verse

gives forth in a majestic style the ground-theme of the whole treatise.

The revelation of God in his Son is opposed to the revelations of
God by the prophets as the higher, as the one, undivided, absolute

revelation. To confirm this the person and work of the Son are

developed in ver. 2, 3.

Ver. 1. The subject with the clauses in apposition to it forms a

series of parallel antithesis to the verbal-predicate with its qualifying

clauses.
" God who has spoken to the fathers by the prophets."

AaXelv is used in the sense of 15-3 to denote the revealing utterance

of God, in which sense it frequently occurs in the Epistle to the

Hebrews
(ii. 2, ix. 19, etc.), and elsewhere in the New Testament

(Acts iii. 24
;
James v. 10

;
2 Pet. i. 21). By the jrarepeg here are

meant, of course, not merely the patriarchs, but all those former

generations of Israel that have preceded the fyelg, those at present

living ;
in a word : the forefathers. The idea implied in npoffiTat

is to be understood in a similarly wide sense
;
even in the Old Tes-

tament toss does not always denote merely the prophet with refer-

ence to his special office, but sometimes quite generally, every organ
of divine revelation. It is so used here. Upo^-at here, according
to the context, comprehends all Old Testament organs of revelation,

in so far as they were mere organs of God, in opposition to the Son,

who, according to ver. 3, was more than a mere organ. It is doubt-

ful, however, in what sense the preposition lv is to be understood.

The interpretation given by those who take -n-po^rat to denote the

writings of the prophets, and refer the iv to these writings, is, on

account of the parallel member KV vt&, altogether untenable. Much
more may be said in favour of that explanation which we find already

given by Thomas Aquinas, and afterwards adopted by Beza, Carpzov,

Alberti, Bleek, and others, that iv is to be taken in the strictest and

most proper sense in which it is used in Greek. According to this,

KV cannot be referred immediately to AaAeZv (for the author surely

does not intend to say that God has spoken in the prophets within

them, he rather says that God has spoken to the fathers by the

prophets), but &v must be supplied. God was in the prophets and
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spoke to the fathers
;

lie was in the Son and spoke to us. But

although, in itself considered, it might be proper enough to speak
of God being in the prophets (/. c. relatively through his Spirit),

and in like manner of God being in Christ (by the absolute hypo-
static presence of the Logos in him), still it is in the highest degree

improbable, that an author whose purpose it was from the outset to

mark with the strongest emphasis the difference between the Sou
and the prophets, and the superiority of the former over the latter,

should have placed those two entirely different modes of the indwell-

ing of God parallel to each other by means of the same expression.

I decidedly agree therefore with the interpretation of Chrysostom,

(Ecumenius, Luther, Calvin, Grotius, Tholuok, that KV here in both

places has an iit*frnin> nful signification, and is to be understood in

the sense of the Heb. s,
"
by." Granted that this use of the word

cannot be shown in the genuine Greek profane literature, there is

nothing to prevent our regarding it as a Hebraism. Bleek, indeed,
thinks the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews bears a so purely
Greek character, that we must hesitate to admit the supposition of

a Hebraism
;
but how easily might such an unconscious Hebraism

slip from the pen of a native Israelite, who naturally thouyhl in

Hebrew what he wrote in Greek, however careful he was to construct

his periods in genuine Greek ! And is not the use of ol altiveg in

ver. 2 likewise a Hebraism ? But are not unconscious Hebraisms

in the use of prepositions much more easily accounted for in an

author who in other respects writes good Greek than conscious

Hebraisms in the use of nouns for which (as for ol alv<f) genuine
Greek expressions (6 KOO^O^, ra Ttdvra) were quite at hand ?

The adverbs rroAi^fptSf and no^vrponc^, according to Tholuck

and others, have no essential definite meaning, because no aTrAw?

or t'0a7ra stands opposed to them, but are used merely for the sake

of amplification. But d-n)&<; and t'^orra^, as we shall immediately

see, would not even have formed a right antithesis. That a writing
of which the " tot verba tot pondera" holds so true, begins with an

amplification, is a supposition to which recourse will then only be

had when every possibility of another interpretation has been cut off.

Already several among the Fathers, and then Calvin, Limborch,

Capellus. J. Gerhard, Calov, and Bleek, explain rroAvjuepwf as point-

ing to the different times and periods, -noXvrpo-us to the different

ways and forms of the divine revelation in the Old Testament dis-

pensation. This interpretation, however, does not precisely bring

out the idea of the writer. ITo/ltyiepwf does not contain precisely a

chronological reference
;
the antithesis is not that God lias spoken

often by the prophets but only once by his Son (according to which

less would be attributed to Christ than to them), but the opposition

is, between the distribution of the Old Testament revelation among
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the prophets, and the undivided fulness of the New Testament
revelation by Christ. HoXv^epSx; means not "many times/' but

"manifoldly,"
"
in many parts." In like manner, the Old Testament

revelation is said to be many-formed, in opposition to that rpo-noq

which was not one among the many, but the one which outweighed
the many, the absolute which fully corresponded with the ovoia.

Thus we see how a ana!; or a7r/U3f could not follow in the opposite
member of the sentence. The real antithesis to TroAvjuepwf and

noA-vrpoTTug lies in vers. 2, 3.

The time denoted by ndXai is commonly explained of the time

before Malachi, with whom the succession of the prophets ceased.

But surely the writer does not mean to say specifically, that God
has spoken in times of old, but no more since these times. Hdkai is

rather explained simply from the antithesis tV lo^drov, etc., without

supposing that a remote and unnatural allusion is made to the

interval between Malachi and the Baptist.

But the expression KTT' ia^drov -&v r]fj,ep<Zv TOVTW (that the reading

sa%dr(*)v is false may now be considered as fully established) with

which we pass to the second member of the sentence the predicate,

stands in need of being interpreted itself. Here also the suppo-
sition of a Hebraism is indispensable, not one that can be said to be

either involuntary or arbitrary, but one equally conscious and neces-

sary, inasmuch as it relates to a doctrinal conception specifically

Jewish. Formally explained according to the Greek grammar, the

words would signify
" at the end of these days." But what days are

to be understood by these ? The setas of the writer ? But the

incarnation of Christ took place at the beginning not at the end of

the period. Or are we to understand the days of the prophets ?

But these did not reach down to the time of Christ
;
and "ndXai too

would then form no antithesis. With reason, therefore, have Bleek

and others explained tV Ka^drov, etc., as equivalent to the Hebrew

trx^n jvnhNa. Conformably to the Old Testament prophecy, the

Israelites distinguished the period of the world which then was, as

the mh tV.s from the period of glorification which was to begin with

the resurrection, the sn oVis
; the advent and work of the Messiah

was to form the transition from the one to the other, and this was,

therefore wont to be viewed and denoted partly as the end of this

time, partly also as the beginning of the future. That the Messianic

or " last" time would again divide itself into two periods that of

the life of Jesus in his humiliation, and that of his coming again in

glory was as yet not at all known to the Jews, and the Christians

of the apostolic age had as yet no intuition at least of the length of

the intervening period, nay could not have such an intuition
;
hence

they included the whole period from the birth of Christ on to his

promised coming again in the tfo^arat i^pat, (Acts ii. 17
;
1 John
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ii. 18). In opposition to it then, nd^ai denotes the whole antecedent

period, the time of the promise of the Messianic prophecy which

preceded the time of the fulfilment.

In the time of the fulfilment has God spoken to us by his Son.

The idea expressed in vlog needs limitation on two sides. First,

vlog is not simply synonymous with Aoyo? (John i.),
it is nowhere in

the Holy Scriptures used to denote the only begotten qua eternally

pre-existent. And therefore, formally at least, the ecclesiastical

terminology goes beyond the biblical usage, when it transfers the

name Son to denote also the relation which that person holds in the

Trinity ;
this transference, however, is indeed perfectly justifiable,

because he who with respect to his incarnation is called vlog in Scrip-

ture, is the same who before his incarnation existed from eternity

with the Father. Indeed, the doctrine of Scripture (John i. 14) is

not that the eternal Logos was united to a son of Mary, to a human
nature in the concrete sense : but that the eternal hyposlatical

Logos became man, assumed human nature in the abstract sense,

concentrated itself by a free act of self-limitation prompted by love,

into an embryo human life, a slumbering child-soul, as such formed

for itself unconsciously, and yet with creative energy, a body in the

womb of the Virgin, and hence he who in the Scripture is called

Son as incarnate, is one and the same subject with that which

with respect to its relation of oneness with the Father, is called

6 Aoyoj- or 6 fiovoyevfa. Nay, even as incarnate he can only there-

fore be called the Son of God because in him the eternal juoi'oyevT/f

became man. And hence, in the second place, we must guard

against explaining the idea involved in the viog from the relation of

the incarnate as man to the Father, as if he were called
" Son" in

the sense in which other pious men are called
" children" of God.

For it is evident even from the antithesis to the rrpo^rcu, chiefly,

however, from the second and third verses, that vl6$ is the designa-
tion of the man Jesus qua the incarnate eternal Aoyo^.

This is apparent chiefly from the absence of the article. Ex-

actly rendered, we must translate the words thus " God spake to

us by one who was Son," who stood not in the relation of prophet
but in the relation of Son to him. If it were tv roj viti

}
then Christ

would be placed as this individual in opposition to the individual

prophets ;
but as the article is wanting it is the species that is placed

in opposition to the species (although of course Christ is the single

individual of his species).

Ver. 2. The description of the person of the Son begins in the

second verse, from which it evidently appears how God hath revealed

himself by Christ not -xohvpepus not noXvrpon^, but absolutely and

perfectly. Christ was more than a human instrument, he was liim-

self God.
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The principal question in the interpretation of this verse is

whether the clause ov edqKev, etc., denotes the act which preceded
that described in the clause dC ov, etc., or one which followed it.

The meaning of the second clause is clear
;
from it therefore we

must set out in our investigation.
Ol altives (as in xi. 3) is used in the sense of the Hebrew tsVis

dittVis to denote the worlds, while in Greek it signifies only the times.

By the Son has God made the worlds
;
we find the same in John i.

1, seq. ; Col. i. 15-22. The eternal self-revelation of God in him-

self, through the eternal utterance of his fulness in the eternal per-
sonal word which God speaks to himself (John i. 1) and in the

breath of the eternal spirit, forms the ground and therewith the

eternal (not temporal) prius of the revelation of himself proceeding
from the will of the Triune in a sphere which is not eternal, but one

of time and space, which is not God but creature. And as the will

which called creation into being is the will of the one Triune God,
the Son and the Spirit were therefore partakers in the work

;
the

world was made by the Father through the Son.

Now in what relation to this act does the act denoted by the

words ov ZdrjKe K^povofjiov rravruv stand ? Were we to regard it as

an act preceding the creation of the world, we might then be

tempted to explain it of the eternal generation of the Son himself.

But how in this case can an all things be spoken of which the Son
receives as an inheritance ? How can it be said : whom (the Son)
he made heir, how can the Son be presupposed as already existing,

if it be his generation that is intimated in these words ? The only
sense then that can be affixed to the words on this hypothesis is

something to the effect, that God already before the creation of the

world destined the Son, who was generated from all eternity, to be

its future possessor. But what practical aim could such an idea

have in the context not to say that a before and after can have no

place in eternity ? We are, therefore, compelled to turn to the

other view, that of Tholuck, according to which
KOrjice, etc., is to be

understood of an act of God performed in time towards the incar-

nate Son of God, namely, that crowning of the incarnate one fol-

lowing upon his sufferings, which is afterwards more particularly
described in chap. ii. ver. 9, and of which the apostle Paul speaks in

Phil. ii. 9-11. The Son of God having, out of eternal compassion-

ating love, laid aside the glory which he possessed in eternity (John
xvii. 5), and having in his incarnation come under the category of

time, and here again having glorified his inner being under the form

of a human free will, and under the form of obedience manifested
/

his eternal love (Matth. xxvi. 39
;
Heb. v. 8, x. 7), forthwith re-

ceived back again that glory and honour (John xvii. 5), received

the dominion over heaven and earth from the Father's hand as his
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crown and his just reward, and received this as the incarnate, who
still continues to be man, not divesting himself of the nature which

he once assumed (Heb. vii. 26, comp. with ix. 12, 24). And thus it

is shewn at length in Heb. ii. 5, that in him as their head and king
mankind are exalted above the angels.* In this then lies the great

difference between Christ and the prophets. The prophets were

heralds of the promised future inheritance; Christ is the licir him-

self, the Lord and King of the Kingdom of God. The inheritance,

as it appeared to the prophets, was still more or less limited to the

people of Israel
;
at least the participation of the Gentiles in it ap-

peared as yet under the form of a reception of the Gentiles into the

community of Israel
;
the inheritance as it has appeared in the ful-

filment, is that kingdom of Christ which embraces the whole human
race (Eph. ii. 19), nay heaven and earth (Eph. i. 20, seq.). Upon

* We must here guard ourselves against a representation of this subject which

sprang up in the scholastic period, and passed also into the period of the Reformation,

chiefly into the Lutheran theology a representation which unconsciously leads back to

Nestorianism, and from which, if one would escape its consequences without giving up
itself, there is no other outlet but Eutychianism. It is this that the Divine and the

human nature in Christ were two parts, or portions, or concreta, which were united in

the one person of Christ "as fire and iron are united so as to make redhot iron," and

that the one part, the divine, always remained in the possession of the <56$fl, while the

other part, the human, was only raised to a participation in the d6a at the exaltation of

Christ When Eutyches taught (Manai, torn. vi. p. 744) : kit dvo fvoeuv yeyewr/odat T<,V

KVOIOV TifiCtv irpb rfjf evuaeuf, fterd 6t Tt/v tvuaiv fiiav (j>vaiv (elvai), the acute Leo justly

observed at the conclusion of the ep. Flav. that the first clause (Nestorian), was quite as

wrong as the second (Mouophysite). Tarn impie duarum naturarum ante incarnationem

unigenitus Filius Dei dicitur, quam nefarie, postquam verbum caro factum est, natura in

eo singularis asseritur. The two natures, the Divine and the human, the filius Dei and

the filius Mariae, were not first separately existent, so that their union constituted the

entire Christ
;
but the Logos, retaining his natura divina, his Divine nature, and laying

aside the /toiler/ dtov, assumed in place of this the nop<$ 6ovXov, t. e., he assumed the

nature of men (assemblage of properties, not an existens), and thus both natures, the Di-

vine and the human, must now be predicated of him. As. if a king's son, in order to

free his brother imprisoned in an enemy's country, were to go unknown into that coun-

try, arid hire himself as servant to the prison-keeper, he would be both a real king's son

and a real servant
;
the nature of a ki:rg's son belongs to him (only not the [to[>$rj but

also the <V<a and rifiy of such), for he would still be the son of a king ;
but the nature

of a servant also belongs to him, for he really performs a servant's work and endures a

servant's sufferings. But such a person could never have arisen through the union of a

king's son with a servant. Never could it be said of him as is said of Christ in the for-

mula of concord (epit. ep. 8), the unia personalis is not a mere combinatio, qnia potius

hie summa communio est, quam Deus assumpto homine vere habet, or affirm. G : Quomodo
homo, Maria filius, Deus aut filius Dei vore appellari posset, aut esset, si ipsius humanitas

(this is evidently understood as an exigens concretum) cum filio Dei non esset personal!-

ter unita. If we regard the two natures as two subsistences or parts, constituting to-

gether the one person, there remains then no way of escape from the extremes!

<>rianism except that to which Eutyches had recourse. n;im-lv. that the one part

participated in the properties of the other. Nestorianism te therefore by no means the

opposite of EutychiatiLsm, but merely what it presupposes. He who has no part in the

former needs not the latter to help him out. In "
Philippisnr' lies the saving of our

theology from such errors.
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this, then, follows that second clause by whom also, etc., simply by

way of confirming and at the same also of explaining the preceding.

Christ was appointed heir of the universe, nay, this universe has re-

ceived its being through him. How proper and natural is it, that

he through whom the universe was made, after having humbled him-

self and accomplished the gracious will of the Father, should as his

reward be also invested with the dominion over the universe as with

a permanent inheritance. The principal idea in n^povonia is not

that of a possession which one receives through the death of another,

but a possession which he on his part can transfer as an inheritance

to his posterity, consequently, a permanent possession over which

he has full authority. (The passage chap. ix. 16, seq., would agree
with this interpretation if we were at liberty to translate 6ia6/]Krj

there by
" testament." There too it would be the Kkrjpovonog himself

who had heired the inheritance, not through the death of another,

but who by his own death had acquired the right to transfer the in-

heritance to others. Still when we come to that passage we shall

find that there is no reason for departing from the usual biblical

signification of the word diaOrjKv).

Ver. 3. The twofold idea which lies in the second verse is in

ver. 3 farther explained. These two things were said : that Christ

has been appointed in time (after the completion of the redemption-

work) to the theocratical inheritance of the Kingdom of God, and

that Christ is the eternal ground of the entire universe. The second

of these things is here repeated in the apposition which belongs to

the subject of the third verse : &v drravyaofta TTJS dofyg KOI xapanrfy

rrjg vTroordaeo)^ avrov, 0epwv re ra ndvra r> p-rjfiaTi rrjg 6vvdfj,swg avrov
;

the first in the verb K/tddioev, etc., which contains the predicate and

the apposition belonging to the predicate-idea TtoiTjadp.evos, etc., con-

sequently, in the words KaOaptanbv Troirjadnevog r&v dpapruZv, iaddiaev

KV defya rrjg [teyakwavvTjs KV t^T/AoZf. (For that not'rjadfj.evog is in ap-

position not to the subject 6'f, but to the predicate-idea contained in

the verb, appears not only logically, from the idea itself, but also

grammatically, from the want of a nai before Kadapiopov).

With regard to the reading, we may consider it as fully made
out after Bleek's searching investigation, that the words "

dt'

Kav~ov" before KaOapiafiov and rjfitiv after duapri&v are to be can-

celled.

We proceed now to the first member of the sentence the sub-

ject with its appositions. Chiefly the expressions a-navyaa^a, TTJ$

dofyc; and xaPaKT^P T7
"/C vTroordaeug require here a thorough investiga-

tion. Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Limborch, and others have

understood diravyaa^a of the passive light, i. e., re/lection or reflected

image which a lucid or illuminated body throws on a (smooth re-

flecting) surface. According to this, Christ would be represented
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here as an image or reflection of the Father's glory, consequently,
his hypostatical separate existence from the Father is considered as

presupposed, and emphasis laid on his qualitative sameness with

the Father. Others again, as Capellus, Gomarus, Gerhard, Calov,

Bleek, have understood dnavyaa^ta rather as denoting the active

light or the rays which continually emanate from a shining body.

According to this, the son would be represented rather as a perpetual

life-act of the Father. But the first signification, as Bleek has

shewn, is, although etymologically defensible, still against the gram-
matical usage ;

the second, on the contrary, appears to me to be

not justifiable on etymological grounds, or at least to rest on unpre-
cise expressions, and even the first, I would hesitate to defend on

etymological grounds. 'ATroAa/iTro), with reference to any body, sig-

nifies to throw out a light from itself, d-naorpdirru to dart forth flashes

of lightning from itself, dTrovyoyu to throw out a lustre from itself

(not to produce a reflection on another body). The nouns ending in

pa, however, denote, not the act as continuing, but the result of the

act as finished. Thus Ki'jpvypa is not the act of announcing, but the

announced message ;
in like manner Philo calls his Logos an dnoo-

Tractfia // aTravyao/io rfc (*aKapia$ <t>v<jeu)$ (eA. Mang. torn. i. p. 35),
where d-noanaana must denote the sepamled part, and dTravyaopa,

consequently, the secondary light radiated from the original light.

In the same sense do we take the expression here. It denotes, not

the brightness received from another body and thrown back as a re-

flection or a mirrored image, nor the light continually proceeding
from a shining body as a light streaming out and losing itself in

space, but it denotes a light, or a bright ray which is radiated from

another light in sofar as it is viewed as now become an independent

light. The expression ray-image (Germ. Strahlbild) best answers

to the original ;
as a ray-image, it is a living image composed of

rays not merely one received and reflected, but it is conceived of as

independent and permanent, it is more than a mere ray, more than

a mere image ;
a sun produced from the original light. We fully

agree therefore with Bleek when, following Chrysostoni and Theo-

phylact, he finds the best interpretation of d^avyaa^a in the expres-
sion of the Nicene creed 0w? t' </>wr6f, but we differ from him when

he thinks that this interpretation is sufficiently rendered by the

German word " Strahl"
"
ray."

The original light from which the manifested ray-image has pro-

ceeded, is denoted by the word 66%a (scil. avrov, 6eov). Many com-

mentators, as Tholuck, wrongly interpret this of the Shekinah,
that cloud of light under the Old Testament dispensation in which

God revealed his presence and glory in a manner perceptible to tho

outward sense to Moses, then to the High Priest in the holy of

holies, and last of all to the shepherds, Luke ii. 9. This would be
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impossible if for no other reason than this, that, as the original

light was then a light perceptible to the sense, much more must the

aTravyaafjia proceeding from it be a brightness apparent to the bodily

eye. But, moreover, according to this explanation, the Son, the

absolute, adequate, personal revelation of the Father would be de-

graded beneath the Old Testament imperfect, typical, form of the

Divine manifestation, seeing that he would be represented as an

dnavyaap.a of the latter, which was not even itself an dTravyaapa, but

was a mere reflection. Without doubt, therefore, those are right
who understand the expression 66^a in the supersensible meaning in

which it was used by John, and explain it of the eternal essential

glory of the Father, that light inaccessible of which Paul speaks in

1 Tim. vi. 16, and which God himself is (1 John i. 5). God's own
eternal unsearchable essence is light throughout^ not a (3vdoc, not a

dark original basis which must needs first develope itself into bright-

ness, but light clear to itself, and self conscious, and comprehend-

ing in itself the fulness of all possible things, an original monad
which bears in itself, and calls forth from itself the possibility and

reality of all monads full of wisdom and love. This is the origi-

nal glory of the father's essence, and this original glory was mani-

fested to itself in eternity, and to the creature in time, inasmuch as

it allows to proceed from itself the Son, a living independent ray-

image, in whom all that glory finds itself again, and reproduces
itself in an absolute form, and in whose existence and manifestation

the love, as in his nature and qualities, the wisdom of the Father

represents itself.

This interpretation of the dTtavjaa^a 1% dofyg is confirmed by
the expression which follows in the second member xapaicrrjp Trjg

vnoardoe^. Substantially the same thing is denoted by vTroaraaig

as by (5<5a, only regarded from another point of view. Aoa signi-

fies the essence of the Father with reference to his glory in which

he represents himself before the eyes of the suppliant creature ;

vnoaraoiq denotes this essence as essence and without regard to its

outward manifestation. Originally vnooraatg signifies solidity, then

reality, being, existence. It is well known, that the term in its

philosophical use acquired an ambiguity of meaning which led to

mistakes in the Arian controversy. The Alexandrians taking the

word in the sense of "
subsistence" ascribed to the Son a proper

v-rroo-aatg (an independent existence) along with the Father, which

gave great offence to the Western Christians, inasmuch as they took

the word in the older sense to mean "
essence/' and therefore of

course could ascribe no other essence to the Son than to the Father.

In the passage before us vnoaramg is evidently used in the older

sense. True, Calvin, Beza, Salmeron, Gerhard, Calov, Suicer, and

others found a difficulty in the Son's being represented as a mere

VOL. VI. 19
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reflection of the Father's essence, seeing that he himself partici-

pates in this essence, and were therefore induced to understand

vnou-am^ rather in the later sense^ so that the person of the Son
was designated as an exact image of the person of the Father. This

however, on the one hand, would involve the anachronism of trans-

ferring a later speculative theological terminology to the apostolical

times, to which the designation of the Father, Son, and Spirit as

three i-noa-daei^ was as yet so unknown that the author could not

possibly have used the word in the sense of "
person" without being

unintelligible to his readers
;
on the other hand the whole difficulty

which has given rise to this false meaning, rests on an unsound in-

terpretation of the word xaPaK~'lP-

XapaKTijp does not any more than drravyaafia denote a mere re-

flection, a copy. Dfrived from xapdaou it denotes not, as Wahlaud
Bretschneider assert,

" an instrument for engraving," a style or

chisel, hut the mark made hy a stamp, the features carved on the

stone, or the gem, or the seal-ring. It thus comes to signify meta-

phorically, the features of a countenance, the features of character

and, thirdly and finally, in a weakened signification, it is al-> u-d
for a "

characteristic mark," a token by which anything is known

(like rvTrof) (thus we speak of the character of a sp%cies of plants).
But apaT7/p never denotes the copy of one body left by a seal or

signet on another
;

it never signifies the image or the copy of the

features of a countenance
;

Lucian speaks rather of eluoves TWJ>

dvTiiiofxfav xapaitTTipuv (de Amor. p. 1061). The third of the above

significations is evidently not suitable here
;
the Son can in no in-

telligible sense be called a distinguishing mark or sign of the nature

of God
;
not less unsuitable is the second, viz., stamp in the sense

of expression, characteristic quality, which, besides being a figura-

tive and abstract signification, is inadmissible partly, because the

Son cannot possibly be merely a quality of the Father, and partly
because the parallelism with d-xavyaafia requires a concrete term.

We must therefore take ^apaKrrjp as meaning stamp in the sense of

a form cut out or engraven. As it belongs to the 66%a to concen-

trate and reproduce itself in a form composed of rays, a sun, PO it

is proper to the ovaia or v-rroa-aaig to stamp itself out (or according
to the ancient mode of viewing it : to engrave itself) in a man:

form or figure. This form or figure is not, however, to be viewed as

a copy (as if the vTrovramg itself had already a form which was now

copied in a second form) but as an immediate and substantial ren-

dering visible and corporeal, of the v-6a-amg. The idea is there-

fore substantially the same as that which is expressed in the words

If it be asked, who is the 05- to whom these appositions belong,

whether the Logos as eternally pre-existent, or the Logos as incar-
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nate in time, it follows from what has been already remarked on
the relation of the third verse to the second, that in general they

belong more properly to the former. By the &v is represented the

permanent nature, not the temporal acting of the Son. This, how-

ever, must not be so regarded, as if that eternal relation of the Son
to the Father had been altered by his coming into the sphere of time.

Even when he walked in lowliness on the earth, as Zuingle has al-

ready remarked, he could speak of himself "
as the Son who is in

heaven" (John iii. 13).* Even when he had exchanged the form
of the world-governing, world-embracing eternity, for the form of

life in the world, and under earthly historical relations, he was in

the kernel of his being still ever one with the Father, still the

brightness of his glory and the stamp of his nature, only that he

now revealed this nature more in historically human relations, so to

speak, as practical love and holiness and wisdom. Thus also the

second apposition explains itself : Qepuv re TO, -ndvra TO> popart rr\<;

dvvdfiews avrov. First of all, it is evident, that by pfjpa cannot be

meant, as the Socinians explain it, the preaching of the gospel, but

only the creative Omnipotent word which lies at the foundation of

the world's existence
; then, that 0epwv, in- like manner as aTravyaafia

and %apaKrijp}
is to be rendered not abstractly, but concretely (susti-

nere, comp. Num. xi. 14
;

Is. ix. 6); finally that avrov applies in a

reflexive sense to the Son, and not to the Father,f The meaning
then is, that the Son sustains the universe by the omnipotent word
of his power. Here too, it is the eternal relation of the Son as eter-

nal to the universe that is spoken of, that relation, the ground of

which was given in the words of ver. 2, 61' ov KOL Knoi^ae rovg attivag.

Only it must not be forgotten here also, that this eternal relation of

the Son to the universe was not in the least altered by this that

*
This, of course, again is not so to be viewed, as if the Son of God had remained in

heaven as a part or portion of Christ, and taken part in the world-governing omniscience

and omnipotence, while the human nature as another part upon earth was without

omnipotence and omniscience. This would land us in a more than Nestorian separation

of the person of Christ into two persons. But the eternal Son of God, entering into the

category of time and the creature, emptied himself, during the period of his humiliation,

of the [topQr/ deov, i. e., the participation in the government of the world and the world-

governing omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, and manifested his Divine attri-

butes and powers in temporal human form, in the form of particular miracles. But

his oneness of being with the Father, although assuming another form, remained un-

altered.

f As the older manuscripts have no spiritus, avroii also might be written, without

thereby changing the reading as Calov thought
" with impious temerity." But Bleek

has shewn, that in the hellenistic literature nvrov only stands where in the first person

ifiavrov would stand, i. e., where an emphasis lies on the "
self;" on the other hand,

that avTov stands where in the first person E/LMV would stand. T<p (>i)[MTi TTJC 6vvu.fj.euf

aiirov would have to be translated
" with the word of his own power." There is no oc-

casion for this emphasis here. And just as little occasion is there for departing from the

reflexive signification of avrov, here the only natural one.
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the Son becoming man was the sustainer of the world in another

sense, namely, the centre of the world's history, and the redeemer

of humanity and reconciler of heaven and earth.

The subject of the sentence denoted by og (vlog) is therefore

neither the Logos as eternal, exclusive of his incarnation, much less

is it the incarnate as such
;
but the subject is Jesus Christ the in-

carnate, in sofar as he is the eternal Son of God, who, as the Logos,
has an eternal being with the Father, and whose doings in time

could therefore form the centre-point and the angle of all that is

done in time.

This action in time of him who is the eternal ray-image and

exact stamp of the Divine nature, is now described in the predicate
of the sentence, in the words KaOapiopbv 7ToiT)adf*evo$ TOH-

EKaOioEv iv cJtftu TT/C fieyak<i)<jvv7)$ tv injj7]Xotc. The genitive TWV df

TUJV which we cannot well translate otherwise than "
purification

from sins" is explained by this, that in the Greek it can also be

said al d^ap-iai naQapi^ovrai. KaOapi&iv corresponds to the Hebrew

irto, and finds an intelligible explanation in the significance which

belonged to the Levitical purification in the Old Testament cultus.

Those, therefore, would greatly err, who should understand KaOapi-

&iv of moral improvement, and so interpret naOapiofibv -noit.lv as if

the author meant to represent Christ here as a teacher of virtue,

who sought by word and example the improvement of men. And
even those might be said to be in error who explain KaOapia^ug of the

taking away of guilt by atonement, but do this only on account of

passages which occur further on in the epistle as if the idea of the

biblical na6apiafj.6<; were not already sufficient to confirm this the only
true explanation. The entire law of purification, as it was given by
God to Moses, rested on the presupposition that man, as sinful and

laden with guilt, was not capable of entering into immediate con-

tact with the holy God. The mediation between man and God, who

was present in the holiest of all, and in the holiest of all separated
from the people, appeared in three things ; first, in the sacrifices

;

second, in the priesthood ;
and third, in the Levitical laws of puri-

fication. The sacrifices were (typical) acts, or means of atoning
for guilt ;

the priests were the instruments for accomplishing these

acts, but were by no means reckoned as more pure than the rest.

Hence they had to bring an offering for their own sin before they
offered for the sins of the people. The being Levitically clean,

finally, was the state which was reached positively, by sacrifices and

ordinances, negatively, by avoiding Levitical uncleanness, the state

in which the people were rendered qualified for entering into con-

verso with God (through the priests)
" without death" (comp.

Deut. v. 26); the result, therefore, of observances performed, and

the presupposed condition of faith and worship. The sacrifices
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were what purified ;
the purification was the taking away of guilt.

This is most clearly set forth in the law respecting the great festi-

val of atonement (Lev. xvi.). There we find these three principal

elements in the closest reciprocal relation. First, the sacrifice must

be prepared (vers. 1-10), then the high priest must offer for his own

sins (vers. H-14); finally, he must "slay the sin-offering of the

people" (ver. 15), and sprinkle the mercy-seat and the whole sanc-

tuary with its blood, and "
purify it from the uncleanness of the

children of Israel" (ver. 19), and then, lay the sins of the people

symbolically on the head of a second beast of sacrifice and drive it

laden with the curse into the wilderness (vers. 20-28). For ver.

30 " on that day your atonement is made that ye may be cleansed;

from all your sins before the Lord are ye cleansed." Purification

in the biblical sense, consists in the atonement, the gracious cover-

ing (i?, ver. 30) of guilt. (In like manner, were those who had

become Levitically unclean, for example the lepers Lev. xiv.,

cleansed by atoning sacrifices). An Israelitish or Jewish-Christian

reader, therefore, would never associate with the expression Ka6apia-

Hov TToielv what is wont to be called
" moral improvement," which,

so long as it grows not on the living soil of a heart reconciled to

God, is empty self-delusion and a mere outward avoiding of glaring

faults
;
but the nadapianog which Christ has provided, could in the

mind of the author and his readers be understood only of that

gracious atonement for the whole guilt of the whole human race,

which Christ, our Lord and Saviour, has accomplished through his

sinless sufferings and death, and from which flows all power of recip-

rocal love, all love to him our heavenly pattern, and all hatred to

sin on account of which he had to die. It is easy to repeat these

words of the scriptural author with the mouth
;
but he alone can say

yea and amen to them with the heart, who with the eye of true self-

knowledge has looked down into the darkest depths of his natural,
and by numberless actual sins aggravated, corruption, and who de-

spairing of all help in himself, stretches forth his hand to receive

the offer of salvation from heaven.

For his faithful obedience unto death on the cross the incarnate

was crowned, inasmuch as, without his having to give up the form

of existence which he then had, the human nature, therefore as

man and continuing to be man he was exalted to a participation
in the divine government of the world. This participation is ex-

pressed by the words sitting at the right hand of God. Never, and

nowhere, does the Holy Scripture apply this expression to denote

that form of world-government which the Logos exercised as eter-

nally pre-existent ;
the sitting at the right hand of God rathe?"

denotes everywhere, only that participation in the diving majesty,

dominion, and glory, to which the Messiah w^s exalted after his

work was finished, therefore in time, and whjsh is consequently ex-
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ercised by him as the glorified Son of Man under the category of
time. Already in Psalm ex. 1, where the expression for the first

time occurs, it applies to the future, the second David, at a future

time to be exulted.

The expression finds its explanation in the old oriental practice,

according to which the king's son, who w\s // ///<.sr//' clothed ivith

royal authority, had the liberty of sitting on the king's throne, at

his right hand. This signification lies at the foundation of the

figure alread\* in Psalm ex.
;
that Jehovah is there represented as

contending in behalf of the Son, while the Son rests himself, has

nothing to do with the figure as such, and is not inherent in tho

expression
" to sit at the right hand of God" as such (although of

course that feature of Psalm ex. also finds its counterpart in the

exalted Christ).

That explanation which arose amid the tumult of confessional

controversy rests on an entire misapprehension of the figurative ex-

pression, namely, that as God is everywhere, the right hand of God
is also everywhere ; to sit at the right hand of God means therefore

to be everywhere present. This interpretation is quite as mistaken

as if one were to understand by 6e&a Oeov
}
a particular place where

God sits on a throne (a mistake which Luther falsely attributed to

CEcolompadius). In the expression eKdOtoe iv <Je&a ri^ lAeyakuavvrjs

there lies solely the idea of participation in the divine dominion,
and majesty ( neyaluovvrj, majestas, denotes here God himself),
without any local reference whatever.

On the contrary, the expression KV infalois that is added, contains

a distinct determination of locality ;
whether we connect it with the

verb titdOiaev, or (which is better, as, otherwise, KV vty. would have to

stand before lv degia) with the noun jueyaAwovvT/. "Ei> v^AoZf is the

Hebrew Di-usa, equivalent to e:a. But "heaven" never in the

holy Scriptures denotes the absence of space or omnipresence (see on

this my scientific crit. of the ev. history, 2 ed. p. 601, seq.), it

always denotes either the firmament, or that sphere of the created

world in time and space where the union of God with the personal
creature is not disturbed by sin, where no death reigns, where the

glorification of the body does not need to be looked forward to as

something future. Into that sphere has the first-fruits of risen and

glorified humanity entered, as into a place, with a visible glorified

body to come again from thence in a visible manner.

Thus is described the inheritance (ver. 2) which the incarnate Son

has received, and the author, after these introductory words in which

he lays the foundation, now passes to the first principal inference

n-iii.-li follows from them
; namely, that that Son, the organ of the

New Tesviment revelation, is superior to the angels, the organs of

the Old Testamei,. iT-velation. The carrying out of this inference

forms the first part oi _ '' Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. i. 4 ii. 18



PART FIRST,

THE SON AND THE ANGELS.

(1.
4 ii. 18.)

WE encounter here the first instance of a phenomenon peculiar
to the Epistle to the Hebrews, namely, that the announcement of a

new theme is closely interwoven with the end of the last period of a

foregoing part. The author passes forthwith from that which he

has brought to a conclusion, to a new idea flowing from it, with

which an entirely new perspective opens itsjelf out. It follows prima
facie and in general from the inheritance of the Son described ia

ver. 3, that the Son must be higher than the angels. This then

opens a new theme, which is, to show that it is and must be so, and

that this superiority of the Son to the angels will admit of being
demonstrated in particulars. But this theme at which the author

has arrived is a principal one, and one to which he has purposely
come. It possesses iu his view not merely the importance of a col-

lateral idea, but of one with which, from regard to the practical aim

of his epistle, he has especially to concern himself.

It is only from a complete misapprehension of the phenomenon
to which we have referred, and which recurs in chap. ii. 5, iii. 2,

iv. 3-4 and 14, etc., that we can explain why Bleek should deny, in

opposition to De Wette, that a new section begins at ver. 4, and

why Tholuck should understand ver. 4 as a "collateral idea," which,

however, the author would specially impress upon his readers. Even
in relation to ver. 3, ver. 4 is not a "

collateral idea," but rather a

conclusion to which the author has directed his course in vers. 1-3.

But why was it of so much importance to him to carry out the com-

parison of the Son with the angels ? Tholuck is certainly right

when he says, that his object could not be to combat a party like

that at Colosse who occupied themselves with the worship of angels,

for the author who usually draws his practical applications very

closely, and, in order to do so, breaks without hesitation the con-

nexion of the theoretical reasoning, gives no admonition whatever

against the worship of angels. The only practical infbreiice which
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he draws is in chap. ii. 2 that the word spoken hy the Son is still

more holy than the law which was given by angels. Bleek is there-

fore of opinion, that the belief of the Israelites in the co-operation
of the angels in the giving of the Sinaitic law, led the author to

speak of angels ;
but thus outwardly apprehended, this serves as

little for explanation as the strange remark that the thought of

God's throne reminded the author of the angels who are around his

throne.

The true motive of the author lies deeper. The entire Old

Testament is related to the New as the angels are related to the Son;
this is his (first) principal idea, an idea of wondrous depth, which
throws a surprising light on the whole doctrine of angels. In the

old covenant, mankind, and as part thereof also Israel, is represented
as far separated from the holy God by sin, and the angels stand as

mediators oetween them. The mediation in the Old Testament is

a double one, a chain consisting of two members, of Moses, and the

angel of the Lord. There stands a man who, by his vocation, by
his position, by his commission, is raised above other men with whom
he stands on the same level as a sinner, and brought nearer to God,

yet without being nearer to the divine nature or partaking in it.

Here stands the form of an angel, in which God reveals himself to

his people, brings himself nearer to the people's capacity of appre-
hension, becomes like to men yet without becoming man. God and
man certainly approach nearer to each other

;
a man is commis-

sioned and qualified to hear the words of God
;
God appears in a

form in which men can see him, but there is as yet no real union of

God with man. But in the Son, God and man have become per-

sonally one, they have not merely approached outwardly near to

each other. God has here not merely accommodated himself to

man's capacity of apprehension in an angelophany, a theophany,
but he has personally revealed the fullness of his being in the man

Jesus, inasmuch as that dnavyaoua of his glory was man. And in

the person of this incarnate one, not merely a member of humanity
has come near to God, but as he who was born of a virgin is himself

eternal God, in him as first-fruits of the new humanity has man-
kind been exalted to the inheritance of all things.

It was necessary that the author should show how the two

mediators of the Old Testament, the angel of the covenant and

Moses, find their higher unity in Christ. To shew this of the angel

of the covenant is the problem of the first part, to shew it of Moses,
that of the second part (comp. chap. iii. iv. chiefly chap. iii. ver. 3:

for this man ivas thought worthy of more glory than Moses).
The question may still be asked, however, why the author speaks

of the angels in the plural, why he does not place the individual

angel of the Lord side by side with the individual Moses ? The
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answer is very simple ;
because the angel of the Lord was not

a particular individual from among the angels. He was not a per-
son distinct from God, not one of the number of created angels
whom God used only as an instrument

;
but the angel of the Lord

(>"< ^Vtt) was God himself as he appeared in theform of an angel.*

(Comp. chiefly Judges xiii. ver. 21 with ver. 22.) The author speaks
of angels, therefore, because it was not a certain individual angel
who was to be placed by the side of Moses as the second member in

the chain of mediation, but because, when God would manifest

himself to Moses and to the high priests, he borrowed the form and

figure of his appearance from the sphere of the angels, of those

angels whom he also usually employed when it was necessary under

the old dispensation to make Divine revelations manifest to the

eyes of men.

The comparison of the Son with the angels, divides itself again
into two sections, which are also outwardly separated from each

other by a practical part inserted between them. In the first of

these sections the author shews, that the Son is superior to the

angels already in virtue of his eternal existence as the Son of God

(chap. i. 4-14, upon which is engrafted in chap. ii. 1-4 the practical

suggestion, that the New Testament revelation is still holier than

that of the Old Testament) ;
in the second he shews, that in the

Son man also has been exalted above the angels (chap. ii. 5-18).

SECTION FIKST.

THE SON IS IN HIMSELF SUPERIOR TO THE ANGELS.

(i. 4-14.)

Ver. 4. In the words updrruv yevopevo? rwv ayyt'/lwv lies, as has

been, already observed, the theme of the whole part, while in the

words oaG) dia^op^repov, etc., the special theme of the first section is

expressed. The participle updrruv yevopevog stands in apposition

with the subject of ver. 3 6g i. e. vlog. The subject of whom it is

affirmed that he is superior to the angels, is therefore not the Logos
as pre-exis tent, but still the incarnate Son of God as the organ of

* The theocratical 1* "fKVtt the Jehovah who was enthroned above the tabernacle

and the ark of the covenant, is not to be confounded with the angel Michael (Dan. x. 13),

who, after the temple and ark of the covenant had ceased to exist, and the nation of

Israel was scattered among other nations, was chosen of God to be the guardian angel

of this people. This angel was certainly distinguished from God and his Son (according

to Rev. xii. 7) ;
was a creature, one of the created angels.
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the New Testament revelation; this appears partly, from the context

and the train of thought, inasmuch as it was the business of the

author to demonstrate the pre-eminence of the new dispensation
over the old, partly from the yevdjuevo^

" become" (by no means =
wv), partly, from the KeKfapovonTjKEr, has inherited.

The argument for the superior dignity of the organ of the

New Testament revelation is derived from this that God already
under the old dispensation assigned to the future Messiah whom he

there promised, a name which plainly enough declared, that lliis

promised future Messiah should be at the same time the eternal

Son of the same nature with the Father. In this light, and from

this point of view, then, are to be understood also the particular

proofs adduced from the Old Testament ver. 5-14, and so undeiv

they present no difficulty. They can only then appear difficult and
obscure when it is supposed that the author meant them to prove,
that a dignity superior to the angels was ascribed in the Old Testa-

ment either to the Logos as such, or to the historical individual

Jesus as such. Nothing of this, however, is said oven in the re-

motest degree. The author lays down the thesis, that the Son in

his quality as organ of the New Testament revelation is exalted

above the angels, and in proof of this he appeals to the fact, that

the Old Testament ascribes to the Messiah this dignity, namely his

being the Son of God in a manner which is not affirmed of the

angels. As a middle member between that thesis and this proof,

nothing farther needs to be supplied than the presupposition that

the Son ver. 1-3 is identical with the Messiah promised in the Old

Testament. But that the readers of the Epistle did presuppose

this, that by the vlog ver. 1-3 in whom God has revealed himself
" at the end of this time" (consequently in the " Messianic time ;"

see above) they understood Jesus Christ, and again that they held

Christ to be the Messiah, will surely not require to be proved here.

Kpet-Tuv the author uses the same expression, in itself quite re-

lative and indefinite, also in the analogous comparisons chap. vii. 19

and 22, viii. 6 and ix. 23, x. 34, etc. The Son is superior to the

angels, because (in as far as) "he has obtained as an inheritance a

more distinguished name than they." On the idea of the inherit-

ance see the remarks on ver. 2. The act of the inheriting is one

performed in time; nothing is said of the Logos as eternally pre-

existent. But neither is it anything that took place in the time of

Jesus that is spoken of
;
the author does not refer to those events

recorded in Matth. iii. 17, xvii. 5, in which the voice of the Father

from heaven to Jesus said : This is my beloved Son. The author

could not in consistency with his plan refer to these events
;

for his

object was to prove his particular theses and doctrines from the re-

cords of the Old Testament itself, for the sake of his readers, who
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were afraid of doing what might involve a separation from the

writings and the ordinances of the old holy covenant of God with the

people of Israel. Accordingly, his object here is to shew, that al-

ready in the Messianic prophecies the Messiah was represented not

as a mere man, but received a name such as was given to no angel,

a name which indicates an altogether exclusive and essential rela-

tion of oneness with God. The perfect KeicXrjpovo^Kev points to the

time of the Old Testament prophecy.
"Oa(i> dtaffropuTepov Trap' avrovg KeKkrjpovonrjKev ovoua. It is evident

that ovo^ta here, where the author treats (ver. 5, seq.), precisely of

the name viog, is not (with Beza, Calov, and others) to be trans-

lated by
"
dignity." liapd c. Ace. instead of the genitive, is no

Hebraism, but a genuine Greek construction, formed to avoid un-

suitable applications of the genitive (such as would occur here).

Am^opwrepoj;, not, more excellent, higher, but more distinguished,

more singular. Critics in their wisdom have indeed doubted the

accuracy of the fact here stated, affirming that the name " sons of

God" is given not merely to men Ps. Ixxxix. 27
;
2 Sam. vii. 14

but also precisely to angels Job i. 6, ii. 1, xxxviii. 7
;
Dan. iii. 25.*

Those make shortest work of it, who deny to the author of the

Epistle to the Hebrews a thorough acquaintance with the Bible
;

Bleek deals more modestly, when he supposes that the author was

not versed at least in the Hebrew original, and explains his over-

looking those passages by the circumstance, that the LXX., which

he made use of exclusively in his citations, and the knowledge and

use of which he presupposes in his readers, who were acquainted
with Aramaic, but not with Hebrew has in those passages ayyeAot

6eov in the place of uvrVN MS. This would indeed ward off the

moral charge of carelessness and inconsiderateness from the author's

person, but not that of falseness and groundlessness from his rea-

soning. On a more thorough and impartial investigation, however,
it will appear here again, how much the foolishness of the Scrip-

tures, and of their writers enlightened by the Holy Spirit, is superior

to the pretended wisdom of the children of men. If, in these days,

a preacher were to say in a sermon, or in a book designed for edifi-

cation, that Christ receives in the New Testament a name which is

applied exclusively to him, for to whom of all that are born of

woman has the Father said : This is my Son ? would any one

have a right to object to such a preacher, that he must be unac-

quainted with those passages of the New Testament in which

Christians are called sons of God, and besides that he must be

* The passages Gen. vi. 2, where it is the descendants of Seth that are spoken of and

alone can be spoken of (comp. my
"
"Weltanschauung der Bibel und Naturwissenschaft" in

the " Zukunft der Kirche," 1847, p. 369, seq.), and Ps. XXJY. and Ixxxix. where d^N ria

are spoken of, have no connexion at all with this subject.
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ignorant of the passage Heb. ii. 10, where the author speaks of
"
many sons of God ?" Is it not then quite a different thing to

apply a common name in the plural to a class, from what it is to

apply the same as an individual name in the singular to an indi-

vidual ? Even where the New Testament speaks of viols QK V in-

stead of reicvois 6eoi~, as in that very passage Heb. ii. 10, even there

this difference still obtains, as no one assuredly will deny. And in

like manner our author, in reference to the Old Testament, would

be quite right, even if there were no other difference (which is not

the case) than that between the plural as applied to the class, and

the singular as applied to the individual. He himself, indeed, in

ver. 5, makes the distinction between the name of Christ and that

of the angels to consist in this that God has said to no individual

among the angels :

" Thou art my Son
;
I have begotten thee." It

makes already even an essential difference, whether the idea of son

comes in an individual to its full manifestation, or only in a class.

As, however, in the New Testament, the difference between the

predicates
" Son of God" and "

children of God," is not merely one of

number, but as, in addition to this, there is a qualitative difference in

the kind of designation, so is it also in the Old Testament. When
JEHOVAH in Ps. ii. 2 and 7, declares his anointed to be his son whom
he has begotten, this is something different from what is said, when
the angels as a class are called sons of the ELOHIM, who has created

them. Nay, this difference is, in respect of the expression, even

greater and more marked than that in the New Testament between

vi6$ and TCKVOV. The angels are called sons of God in so far as God
is the Elohim, the all-governing Creator of all things, and they
have come forth from his creating hand, and have lost by no fall

this their primitive relation to God as his children ;* the Messiah,

on the other hand, is called the Son of God, in so far as God is

JEHOVAH, the free, self-sufficient one, proceeding from himself, and

independent of all creatures,f In reality then, the Son has received

a dicufropurepov ovofju irapd roi>g ayy&ovq, and the form of ver. 5, for
to whom, etc., shews plainly enough, that the author was clearly

conscious of that difference. Block's view is correct, however, so far,

that the author would feel less concern in omitting all express refer-

ence to the passages in Job and Daniel, as the readers in the Sep-

tuagint could not be misled by those passages.

At ver. 5 then, begins the proof that the Old Testament already

assigns to the future Messiah a name, such as is never given to

* In Job ii. 2, Satan is not reckoned among the "children of God;" but distinguished

from them. That he should come ftsha (locally, is something extraordinary).

f See this correct interpretation of the rvriN icx rrnx in I>ivdisl> r: Kinheit und

Aechtheit der Genesis, p. 10, with which is to be compaivil my treatise uober das Alter

des Jehovahnamens in Niedner's Zeitschr. fur hist. Theol. 1849, p. 606.
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an angel. We shall without prejudice explain these particular

passages in their original connexion, from which it will appear,

whether our author has invested them with a meaning which they

do not bear.

Tivi yap sine TTOTS TOJV dyyeAwv at elns is to be supplied from

ver. 1, 6e6$ as the subject. HOTK does not serve to strengthen the

rivi (Kuinoel, Bretschneider, Wahl), but is independent, signifying
" at any time," and thus forms a marked antithesis with irdX.iv.

This Kal TrdXiv is to be extended in the following way (Bleek and

others): /cat rivi r&v dyye/lwv TraAiv sine
;
"to which of the angels

has he at any time said : Thou art my Son ? and to which has he

again said : I will be to him a Father."* This contains clearly

the two ideas : God has used such expressions to an angel not

even a single time ; but to the Son not merely once but again and

again.
The words cited are to be found in Ps. ii. 7. Very little es-

sentially is gained by the usual question, whether this Psalm con-

tains a direct prophecy of the Messiah, or an indirect one, or none

at all. Let us enquire chiefly, who was its author, when it was

written, and what occasioned it. Assuredly, this sublime lyrical

effusion had a historical occasion, which affords the explanation of

it in its subjective human aspect. For, let it be ever so prophetic,
it is still essentially not a ', not a mm taw, it does not begin with

mm -was us, but is a psalm, an hymn, an effusion of religious poetry,

which has beneath it a mm dso as the basis on which it moves, and

to which pointed reference is made in the 6th verse mm-pn. We
are therefore justified in seeking a humano-historical occasion for

the psalm. It cannot then have been written before the time of

David, since the hill of Zion is spoken of as the royal seat
;

least of

all in the time of Solomon (as Bleek would have it), since according
to 1 Kings v.; 1 Chron. xxii., Solomon reigned in peace, and in his

time there is not the slightest trace of such a violent insurrection

of rebellious nations as is described Ps. ii. 1, seq. After the division

of the kingdom, there was under Uzziah a subjugation of the neigh-

bouring heathen nations, but only in a very partial degree, and the

revolt of these heathen had become something so common, that it

would scarcely have so powerfully moved the soul of a poet be-

sides, in this case, we should have expected to find among the

hoped-for blessings of the future some mention of the re-union with
the northern kingdom. There remains, therefore, no other time in

which the Psalm can well have been written, but that of David.

Against this ver. 6 has been adduced, as not properly applicable to

* It would be much harsher to extend the phrase thus: KOI Trd/Uv epuru- rivi TUV

dyyi'Xuv fine. [It is,
I think, simpler and more correct to explain iruA.iv, and again,

and to take another instance, so Do Wette. [K.]
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the annointing of David, seeing that David was anointed as a boy
at Bethlehem. But supposing that ver. 6 applies to the person of

David (which would first require to be investigated), the object of

the words -r-rp in pis-fc* would certainly not be to give a dry, out-

ward, prosaic determination of locality of the place of the anoint-

ing. The poet would rather denote the whole wondrous series of

Divine acts by which the shepherd was exalted from his anointing

by Samuel onwards, guarded amid the many dangers to which his

life was exposed, until at length he came to be acknowledged by all

the twelve tribes, and was brought to the summit of his dominion

in the residence which he took by conquest, and which he founded

I say the poet would comprehend this whole series of Divine acts

in a poetical unity, and as we would denote the same thing by the

one symbolical expression.: God has exalted him to the throne of

Zion, so the poet denotes it by the symbolical expression entirely

similar :

" God has anointed him to be King in Zion." It is not

said that Samuel anointed him, but that God anointed him. This

interpretation would be all the more unobjectionable, that there is

nothing to hinder our translating y by
"
over," and taking the

words ivjt-V to denote the term, ad quern : God has anointed him

(to be King) over Zion. Still, as already observed, we can by no

means regard it as decided that ver. 6 speaks of the person of David.

And thus every motive for placing the psalm in another time than

that of David falls to the ground.

Precisely in David's life-time we find a state of things which re-

markably corresponds with that described in the psalm. \\V read

in 2 Sam. viii. that Hadadezer the King of Zobah rebelled against

David, who subdued him, and that the Syrians of Damascus has-

tened to his assistance with a mighty host, of which David alone

took 21,700 prisoners. Shortly before this, David had also put down
rebellions on the part of the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites,

Edomites, and Amalekites, and so there was then a time when al-

most the whole heathen world known to the Israelites had risen up
in hostility against Israel and Israel's King (and consequently, ac-

cording to the views of the ancient heathen, against Israel's God
for it was believed that with the people their gods were vanquished).
After David's victory, Thoi, King of Hamath, sent to him presents
in token of homage, so that there is not wanting an occasion also

for what is said in vers. 10-12. But in vers. 7 and 12 we find a

statement which more than anything else confirms us in the view

that the second psalm was written at that time (certainly after the

victory was completed), and, moreover, that no one but David him-

self sung this hymn of thanksgiving and hope. The poet rests his

firm hope upon this that God has said to him :

' thou art my sun."

A word to this effect had been spoken to David in the charge which
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he received from God by Nathan the prophet, shortly before the

Syrian war. When he wished to build God a temple, Nathan dis-

closed to him that Tie should not build God a temple, but his pos-

terity (snt as a collective); yea, God will build it an house, and

establish its throne forever ; God will be its Father, and it will be

his Son. Now we know certainly (from 1 Kings viii. 17, seq.), that

Solomon applied that prophecy to himself in such a way that he

undertook the building of the temple, and we must even say that

in this he did perfectly right ; for if the "
posterity of David" was

to build a temple for God, there was no reason why the first mem-
ber of that posterity should not immediately put his hand to the

work. Only, it must not be forgotten, that Solomon himself by no

means thought that the prophecy of Nathan as yet found its com-

plete fulfilment in his erection of the temple. He says this most

distinctly in 1 Kings viii. 26, 27. He considers it as a benefit still

to be prayed for, that those words of Nathan to David should be

verified, for his temple is as yet not a house in which God may truly

dwell. Not less clearly was David conscious of this, that Nathan's

word would first obtain its full accomplishment
"
in the distant

future" (p'T-^V), "in a man who is the Lord, Jehovah himself"

(2 Sam. vii. 19),* or, as it is explained in 1 Chron. xvii. 17,
" in a

man who is exalted up to Jehovah." On this promise so well un-

derstood, David builds the hope which he expresses in Ps. ii. We
know now the time, the occasion, and the author of the second

psalm. And it is only now that we have the necessary preparation
for enquiring into its contents. One might feel tempted to refer the

contents of the psalm (as Bleek does) to the earthly historical king

(to David according to our view, to Solomon according to Bleek's).

Thus David would compose the psalm sometime during the insur-

rection of the Syrians in vers. 1-3 he describes the raging of the

heathen against Jehovah, and against himself, the anointed of

Jehovah then, in ver. 4, he expresses the certain hope that God
will laugh at his enemies and utterly destroy them, and in ver. 6 he

confirms this hope, by calling to mind the covenant-faithfulness of

God, who has helped him hitherto, and has raised him to be King
over Zion. But in ver. 7 there comes an obstacle by which this in-

terpretation is entirely overturned. David appeals in ver. 7 to this

that God has said to him: "Thou art my son" has said to him:
he will give him the ends of the earth for a possession. When had
ever such a promise been given to David ? It is expressly said in

2 Sam. vii. 12, that David shall not build an house to the Lord, but

shall sleep with his fathers
;
not to him, but to his seed after him,

will God establish the kingdom forever and be their Father. It is

If -A IJ-TN -were not in apposition to QIN rnin, but vocative, the latter expres-
sion could have no possible meaning.
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quite clear then, that David in the second psalm speaks in the name
of his seed after him, that he adoringly looks forward to the fulfil-

ment of that glorious hope in the distantfuture, 2 Sam. vii. 19
;

it

is clear that the insurrection of the Syrians forms merely the occa-

sion, but not the object and import of the second psalm.
The second psalm presents to us not an historical but an ideal

picture. After the general insurrection of the southern and northern

nations bordering on Israel had been quelled, and David had begun
to reflect on this event, and to compare it with Nathan's propl'

there opened before him a grand prospect stretching into the future;
what had befallen him appears as a type, as a typical instance of a

great ideal law which would again and again repeat itself, until it

found its perfect manifestation in the time of the " seed after him,"
his view of which seed had already in the prayer 2 Sam. vii. 19 con-

centrated itself into the concrete form of
" a man who is to be ex-

alted up to Jehovah." For, apart from the fundamental law of all

poetical intuition, according to which what is general (as in the

case before us " the posterity") individualizes itself in the eye of the

poet, it could not remain hid even from that reflection which is divested

of all poetry, that the fulness of the prophecies given in 2 Sam. vii.

must find their final accomplishment in a concrete descendant. If,

in opposition to David,
" who was to sleep with his fathers," the

royal dominion was to be established for ever in the house of David

or the seed of David (2 Sam. vii. 16), this certainly could not be

accomplished thus that his descendants, one after the other, for

ever should also
"

sleep with their fathers;" but the one part of the

fulfilment must consist in this, that God should show a fatherly for-

bearance towards the sins of the particular descendants (2 Sam.

vii. 14), the other part certainly in this, that at length an indiv-

idual would come, in whom the endlessness of the dominion, and the

absoluteness of the relation of son, should find adequate manifesta-

tion. Now, ive know, as has been already observed, from 2 Sam.

vii. 19, and 1 Chron. xvii. 17 (the passage comes of course from the

royal annals which form the basis of both books) that David really

understood that prophecy in this and in no other sense, and Ps. ii. 7

compels us to refer the psalm to an individual who was the seed

Kar' E&XI'IV promised to David.

As the heathen had assembled against him to throw off his yoke,

BO, transferring himself in spirit to future times, he sees how the

nations of the earth (the representation is here purposely general,

and nothing is said of the Syrians) would also rise up against the

future perfect King, and that out of hatred to the living holy God
who has anointed him. But, in like manner, he sees also already,

how the living God will deride the folly of the children of men. God
himself speaks in majestic calmness the simple word :

" I have
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anointed my King upon Zion." ( It is quite evident that this is

not spoken of David, but of that seed after him.) Now David hears

that future King himself speak words of holy confidence
;
he hears

him say, that he will often confess and freely proclaim that the Lord
has declared him to be his son, that the Lord has anointed him.

( His real being he derives not by his carnal descent from David,
but by the word of the promise of Nathan to David he is begotten

by the word of God. In the phrase
"

this day," it is evident that

the royal singer sees in ideal vision his own time when he received

the promise, blended with the future time, that of the perfect seed,
and thus the "

this day" forms a direct antithesis with the times in

which David was begetting or had begotten corporeal descendants.)

Further, David hears, in ver. 8 the seed reminding God of his

promises (2 Sam. vii.), in ver. 9 he hears God answering in accord-

ance with these promises ;
and finally, in vers. 10-12, David con-

cludes in his own name with an admonition to the kings of the

nations to be in subjection to that promised
" son ;" soon the time

shall come when he shall execute judgment on the heathen.

In the prophecy of Nathan, the prayer of David connected with

it, and the second psalm, there lies before us the germ of the whole

Messianic prophecy. In the second psalm, it appears still in the

form of lyrical elevation, and it is more than probable, that the

meaning of that first grand presentment remained a mystery undis-

closed to the majority of David's contemporaries, and the genera-
tions immediately following, just as, at a later period, the prophecies
of the divinity of the Messiah (Mic. v. 1, and Is. ix. 6) were locked

up from the great mass of the Jewish people. Still, the conscious-

ness of the importance of Nathan's prophecy never vanished (1 Kings
xv. 4

;
2 Kings viii. 19, etc.).

But when, after the separation of the

kingdoms, outward and inward decay increased more and more, and

God by his prophets (first of all by Amos and Hosea) gave intima-

tion of the coming exile, he then also again put into the mouth of

the prophets the promise, that after the exile there should come a

m has born in a low estate, brought like the first David from the

sheep-folds of Bethlehem, not from kings' palaces ( Mic. iv., v.) a

branch springing from the roots of the hewn stock of the house of

David (Is. xi.), an Immanuel bora of the lowly maid of the house of

David (Is. vii.) ;
and of the substantial identity of this branch with

the "
son," Ps. ii. and the "

seed," 2 Sam. vii. on the one hand, and

the Messiah on the other, there can no reasonable doubt be enter-

tained.

Our author who, in connecting the passage, 2 Sam. vii. 14, with

the second psalm, makes it sufficiently evident that he had inter-

preted and understood the psalm in connexion with the prophecy of

Nathan simply calls to mind the fact, that in the very first com-

VOL. VI. 20
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mcnceraent of the Messianic prophecy there is ascribed to the

Messiah a relation of Sonship to God, such as is never applied, even

approximately, to any one of the angels. A relation of such a kind,
that the Messiah derives his real being not from David but frc/n
God.

For this was, as we saw, the import of the words to-day I have

begotten thee. "We shall therefore not have to inquire long in what
sense the author of our epistle understood the a^tepov. In no other

than the only natural sense. It denotes neither the eternal present,
nor the time of the incarnation of Jesus, nor that of his resurrection,

ascension, etc., but the time of that promise which was given by

Nathan, in opposition to the (later) time when David begat Solo-

mon (2 Sam. xii. 24). It all hinges upon this that the vi6$ does

not derive his real being from David.

The second citation 2 Sam. vii. 14 has received its explanation
in what has been said above.

Ver. 6. The proofs of the assertion that the Son has received a

higher name than the angels are, in truth, closed with the two cita-

tions in ver. 5. In ver. 6 seq. there follow certain other arguments,
in which also the SUJM n'orif// of the Son over the angels appears,

although not precisely that which consists in the name. The sixth

vt-rse is unquestionably one of the most difficult in the whole epistle.

"With regard to the construction, Trd/Uv seems, according to the posi-

tion of the words, to belong to eloaydyq ; still, there is no difficulty

in deciding, and by the consent of the best interpreters (Peschito,

Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Capellus, Grot., Limb., Hammond,
Bengel, Wolf, Carpz., Kuin., Block, and others), it has been sub-

stantially determined, that according to the sense it can belong only
to Aeyet, parallel to the TTO/UV

(eirce) ver. 5
; consequently that we

have here an easily explicable hyperbaton. It cannot be " a second

bringing in of the first-born into the world" that is here spoken of,

as Olshausen rightly observes, seeing that nothing has been said of

a first. And thus, from the outset, we are spared the fruitless

trouble of deciding whether the " two bringings in" are to be under-

stood of the eternal generation and the incarnation, or of the incar-

nation and the resurrection, or finally of the resurrection and the

second coming.

What, however, is meant generally by the elodyetv elg r. OIK. can

only be determined by looking more particularly at the citation

itself and the meaning of it.

The words KOI TrpoaicvvrjodTuoav avrti TrdvTeg dyyehoi Oeov are to

be found verbatim in the LXX. cod. Vat. Deut. xxxii. 43. The cod.

* The idea of the Messianic prophecy we understand here, of course, in the narrower

sense, as the prediction of a definite, royal, descendant of David. In the wider sense,

Gen. iii. 15 ;
and Deut. xviii. 15 are also Messianic prophecies.
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Alex, has ndvre^ viol rov deov, and for this in a subsequent place

dyyeXot where the cod. Vat. has vloi
; but the Vatican reading is

here, as it almost always is, the older and the more genuine, and is

confirmed by the citation before us.

It has indeed been maintained (Pattr., Kuinoel, etc.) that this

citation cannot b'e taken from Deut. xxxii., but is derived from Ps.

xcvii. 7, where we find the words TrpoaKwrjaaTe avr& -ndvre^ ol dyyekoi
6eov. But those who have adopted this view have been driven to it

by the circumstance, that in Deut. xxxii. the words in question are

not to be found in the Masor. text of the Hebrew original. How
could the author, it was thought, appeal to a passage which was a

mere spurious addition by the Alexandrine translators ? But as it

is evident, notwithstanding, that he follows, in respect of form, the

passage in the LXX. Deut. xxxii., and deviates from Ps. xcvii., it

was found necessary to have recourse to the subsidiary hypotheses,

a, that the author has had both passages in his memory, b, that he

was conscious of the spuriousness of the passage in Deut. xxx'ii., c,

that he therefore intended to cite the other passage, d, but, notwith-

standing, intentionally or unintentionally borrowed the form of the

words from Deut. xxxii.

The artificial nature of the operation here presupposed, almost

bordering upon the ludicrous, would of itself suffice for the refutation

of this view. In addition to this, however, it enables us to escape
from Scylla only to fall into Charybdis. For, if the words in Deut.

owe their existence to a spurious addition, the words in Ps. xcvii.

owe theirs to a manifestly false translation.

The Hebrew original runs thus Vs > nnnan oinfeK, and in the

context, it is not the angels that are spoken of, but the false gods
of the heathen, who will yet be constrained to bow before Jehovah.

Nor is anything said there of a "bringing in of the first-born into

the world ;" the subject is simply and solely the sovereignty of

Jehovah, before which the idols shall be destroyed. And even in the

(spurious) superscription which the psalm bears in the LXX.: To3

Aavld, ore
77 yy avrov Kadiararai, not a word is to be found either

about the olnovfievi) or the bringing in of a son into it.

While it is thus impossible to find in the verse before us a

citation from Ps. xcvii. 7, all becomes right when we consider the

citation as taken from Deut. xxxii. 43. For, with respect, first of

all, to the absence of the words in the Masoretic text, we must with

all our deference to this.text as resting on ancient and strong tradi-

tion, never forget that we have in the LXX., particularly in the

Pentateuch, an equally ancient recension of the Hebrew text. That
the Seventy did not fabricate these words but found them in their

original, is also Bleek's view. We have here, therefore, not a gen-
uine text opposed to a spurious addition, but a reading opposed to
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a reading. And, moreover, in the 6th verse, according to the proper
sense of the words cited, all mainly depended upon this, that in

accordance with the general religious consciousness and understood

phraseology, the angels should be represented as having rneivly the

position of worshipping spectators, when the setting up of the

Messiah's kingdom is spoken of. We will further explain and jus-

tify this assertion. The determination of the time here referred to,

orav 61, etc., one might be tempted to explain from the circumstance,

that when Moses pang that song, Israel who, in Hos. xi. 1, is called

the first-bora of God, was just about to enter as a people among the

nations of the earth. This explanation would at least be incompar-

ably better than that according to which it is the entrance of the

Logos from eternity into time that is mentioned. There is no

mention here of the
6<T/ttof,

but of the O/KOV/W-VTJ, the sphere of the

earth as inhabited by the nations.

But as avrti must plainly be referred to the same person that

is called Trpwroroxof, while avrw again refers in the passage cited,

not to the then Mosaic nor to the post Mosaico-Messianic Israel, nor

to the ideal Israel, but to Jehovah who will //<//>
Id* jtcoph', it fol-

lows, that the author also, in the word Trpwroro/cof, cannot have had

in his mind either the real or ideal Israel, or the Mi-ssiah as such,

and we shall therefore have to look out for another explanation of

the eladyeiv.

We must first, however, ascertain more particularly the mean-

ing of the passage Deut. xxxii. 43. Moses in vers. 15-18 rebukes

the sins of Israel at that period, those numerous manifestations of

the obduracy of their hearts which the people gave in spite of the

mighty acts of God which they had witnessed. In vers' 19-35 he

threatens them with terrible punitive judgments in the future, should

they persist in these sins, in this obduracy. The punishment threat-

ened is concentrated in this, that if the people should continue to

be ungrateful for their redemption from the Egyptian bondage, God
would at length take back from them the freedom which he had

given them, and leave them to fall anew into a still more terrible

bondage among a heathen people. We know that this was fulfilled,

and how. We know how, from the time of Joshua to that of David,
God conducted the people to the pinnacle of prosperity ; how, from

David to Zedekiah, he let them fall into all the depths of hapless

degeneracy ; how, in spite of prosperity and adversity, the people
of Israel sank deeper and deeper into corruption, until, at length,

God caused to be fulfilled the threatening first uttered by Moses,

and afterwards repeated by Amos, Hosea, Micah, etc., and let the

people fall into bondage to the heathen nations, the Babylonians,

Persians, Macedonians, Syrians, Egyptians, and Ivuraans. But Amos,

Hosea, Micah, Isaiah, etc., were not the first who predicted a re-
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deliverance from this affliction, for Moses had already foretold, Deut.

xxxii. 36-42, that God would have compassion on those who were

humbled and converted by those chastisements
;
then should it be

known that it is he alone who can help and save. Moses prophe-
sies, then, in vers. 36-42 of the, same re-deliverance which has been

more specially described by the later prophets, as the deliverance

through the Messiah, consequently, as the Messianic salvation. Now
here, in ver. 42, it is said (according to the reading maintained in

the LXX.): the angels shall worship the Lord, i. e., Jehovah the

Saviour. This Jehovah, the Saviour, appears indeed in the mouth
of Moses to be quite identical with Jehovah generally, with God,
but the Christian readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews knew al-

ready and acknowledged^ that the Jehovah who should arise and

come forth in the Messianic time for the salvation of his people is

God the Son, the Incarnate. Two things must not be forgotten if

we would rightly apprehend the meaning and the argument of the

verse before us first, that the author simply testifies to the Godhead
of Christ, ver. 2, 3, as a thing already known to his readers through
the apostolic preaching, and acknowledged by them, without deem-

ing it necessary to adduce proofs for this- doctrine
; secondly, that

for this very reason (as well as on account of the whole train of

thought, ver. 4, seq.), the aim of ver. 6 is not to prove that the

Messiah is the Son of God, but that the Messiah, who is known to

be identical with the Son of God, is, even in the Old Testament

dispensation, placed higher than the angels. For, it was on this

point that the readers needed to be instructed. They had no doubts

about the Messiahship of Jesus and the divinity of the Messiah, but

this whole Messianic revelation was still in their eyes but an appen-
dix to the Mosaic revelation, given only on account of Moses and

Israel, only a blossoming branch of the religion of Israel. They
had yet to be brought to know, that the divinity of him who was

the organ of the New Testament revelation necessarily involves his

infinite elevation above the organs of the Old Testament, that the

old dispensation was ended on account of the new, and that this aew

dispensation was on account of all mankind, not on account of the

old. This they had yet to be taught, and this is precisely what is

designed to be proved on these verses, the proof being drawn from

the divinity of Christ, already acknowledged by the readers.

In ver. 5 the author has shewn that the Messiah even where he is

prophesied of as David's Son, is said to be the Son of God in a sense

in which it is said of no angel. In ver. 6 he shews, that a place
above the angels is assigned to the Messiah moreover, ivhen he is

represented as Jehovah the Saviour himself. When the Messianic

salvation is described, the angels receive only the place of worship-

ping spectators; instruments of this salvation they are not.
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The dadyetv rbv Trpwrdro/cov, etc., will now explain itself. The
writer evidently means to express the idea, that these words are

connected with a passage which speaks of the entrance of Jehoml
the Saviour into the world, hence, of the entrance of the Son into

the world. He says, designedly, not vloc, which would denote the

incarnate, but rrpuroroKo^ , which, like the fiovoyerrjg of John, denotes

the eternal Son of the Father, the npu-oTOKo$ ndorjs KT'LOK^ (Col. i.

15). The orav serves now, of course, to determine not the time in

which, but the time of which Moses spake in Deut. xxxii. 43. The
idea with all its modifications would have to be expressed thus :

" But again he says of the time when he shall introduce the first

born into the sphere of the earth," etc. He calls it the sphere

of the earth, not the world, because the I^pdeemer appears in Deut.

xxxii. 42 specially as the finisher of the exile, as he who should

offer to his people a national restitution among the nations of the

olicovfievr). He has in reality also offered this to his people ;
his

disciples after him too did the same (Acts iii. 21, icaipol drai/wi.>f

breathing times from the yoke) ;
but as Israel remained obdurate,

they lost the offered deliverance, and remain deprived of it until

they shall turn to the Lord after the fulness of the Gentiles is come
into the church (Rom. xi. 23, seq.).

In vers. 7-9 a third argument follows. A statement concerning
the angels is here opposed to one concerning the Son. The follow-

ing is what is implied generally in the opposition. The angels, the

mediators of the old covenant, stood in a very outward relation to

the salvation that was to be wrought out
; they had not to work out

that salvation, but only to bear witness of it
; they stood in the

closest relation to nature, and the appearances of nature, chiefly

those of a terrible kind. These appearances of nature had only a pre-

paratory and pedagogical aim
;
the Son, on the contrary, stands in

the closest relation to the inner moral life. God employed angels

to impress with fear a rude unsusceptible people by means of mira-

cles ;
the Son has founded a kingdom of righteousness consisting of

those who become partakers of his nature in free and joyous love.

The author, accordingly, devotes himself more and more to a com-

parison of the inner nature of the old and the new covenant.

The seventh verse presents again a peculiar difficulty. So much
indeed is evident, that the -np6$ is to be rendered not " to" but " re-

specting," in " reference to ;" for the words here cited, Ps. civ. 4,

do not in themselves form an address directed to the angels. It is

doubtful whether the Sept., which is here cited word for word, has

correctly rendered the sense of the original Hebrew. In the 104th

Psalm the greatness of God in nature is described. In ver. 2 it is

said : God makes use of the light as a garment, of the heaven as a

tent, ver. 3, of the clouds as a chariot, etc. In the words which
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immediately follow nsrm i^sjsw ni>the subject must be niirn and the

predicate TSNVw, he makes the winds his messengers, flames of fire

his servants, he employs the winds and the flames as his servants

just as he makes use of the clouds as his chariot/ But does the

Greek translation give the same sense ? This is impossible even

grammatically, for then the words would have to run thus : 6 TTOI&V

dyysAouf avrov ra Trvevimra, etc. But the article is at djyeXovq and

not at TTvevp-ara. In spite of the rules of the language, Calvin, Beza,

Bucer, Grotius, Limborch, Michaelis, Knapp, and others have so

rendered the Greek words as to make them correspond with the

Hebrew.* But then these words themselves would not be suitable

to our context. For, in the statement that God employs the winds

as his messengers, nothing is expressed respecting the nature and

rank of the angels, but only respecting the use of the winds. But,
as we have already observed, the rules of the language render every
doubt here superfluous. The Greek words can be rendered in no

other way than this :

" who maketh his angels winds and his minis-

ters aflame offlre.

Here, then, is another instance in which the writer appeals to a

statement in the Sept. which owes its existence to an incorrect and

inaccurate rendering. (So also Olshausen). The attempt of Cal-

vin, Beza, and others, to make the Greek words correspond with the

Hebrew original in spite of the rules of grammar, is, as we have

seen, vain and inadmissible
;
but equally so is, on the other hand,

the attempt of Luther, Calovius, Storr, Tholuck, and others, who
would interpret the Hebrew original, in spite of the context of the

psalm, according to the rendering of the Sept. Wherefore have re-

course to such arts ? Would any one in the present day take it

amiss if a preacher were to give an excellent sermon on the verse,
" The heart of man is a perverse and fearful thing ?"f And yet
this verse will in vain be sought in the original text

;
the Hebrew

words have quite another meaning. But though the idea is not to

be found in that particular place of the original text of the Bible,

it is still not the less biblical; and the same holds good of the idea

in the citation before us. Throughout the New Testament (for ex-

ample Bom. viii. 38
;

1 Pet. iii. 22), the angels, at least a class of

them, are regarded as dwdpsig of God, i. e., as personal creatures

furnished with peculiar powers, through whom God works wonders

iii the kingdom of nature, and whom he accordingly
" makes to be

storm-winds and flames of fire," in as far as he lets them, so to

speak, incorporate themselves with these elements and operations of

* The strange interpretation given by Bengel and Meyer God makes his angels out

of wind, out of a fine but still material substance, while the Son is immaterial and un-

created needs no refutation.

\ [The above is a translation of Luther's version of Jer. xvii. 9.J
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nature. It is a truth declared in the Holy Scriptures of great spec-
ulative importance, that the miracles of nature, for example the

lightnings and trumpet sounds on Sinai, are not wrought immedi-

ately and directly by God the Governor of the world, but are catted

forth at his will by exalted creatures specially qualified for this

work. This position the angels hold
; they are there to work terri-

ble wonders in the sphere of nature before the eyes of a yet uncul-

tivated people. The writer found this idea expressed shortly and

tersely in that passage of the Sept., and he was quite as entitled to

appeal to it in addressing his readers who made use of the Sept. as

we are, in presence of a congregation using Luther's translation of

the Bible, to appeal to that expression about the perverseness and
fearfulness of the heart of man.

In the eighth verse -xpog is, of course, to be taken in the same

sense as in ver. 7, not as marking an address but as signifying
" in

reference to." It can therefore not be inferred at least from the

preposition ?rpo?, that the author regarded the passage in Ps. xlv.

7, 8 as a direct address to the Son of God. The words are spoken
in reference to the Son of God. In how far they are so will be

ascertained from a consideration of the passage in its original con-

nexion.

The 45th Psalm is a carmen epithalamium on the marriage of a

king with the daughter of a foreign king, as appears from verses

10-12, and, according to ver. 2, the song is presented to the king by
one of his subjects. There is not the slightest occasion for consid-

ering the psalm as a direct prophecy of Christ. And as the super-

scription plainly designates the psalm a song of songs, n-'T r, it

is in all probability one of an ancient origin, and not belonging to

the period after the exile, when already men had begun to discover

more in the psalms than such human relations. The superscription
ascribes the psalm to Korah, the contemporary of David and of

Solomon. But, apart even from this superscription, the psalm suits

no other king so well as Solomon. That hope which we found ex-

pressed by David (2 Sam. vii. and Ps. ii.)of an everlasting confirma-

tion of his throne, recurs here, ver. 7
;
the king who is the subject

of this song, is described as very rich
;
he has according to ver. 9,

ivory palaces, as Solomon had, 2 Kings vii.; he has gold of Ojdiir

(ver. 10) as Solomon (1 Kings ix. 28); the daughter of Tyre, /. e.

according to the analogy of daughter of ZYon the city of Tyre*

congratulates him (ver. 13), and Solomon stood in close alliance

with Tyre (1 Kings vii.); the choice, too, of a foreign king's daugh-
ter not only occurred in the case of Solomon (comp. the song of

songs) this might be the case also with later kings but in Solo-

*
Ilitzig indeed understands the princess Jezebel as meant by the daughter of Tyre;

she, however, was from Sidon.
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mon such a choice might as yet be excused, while, at a later period, a

song celebrating a marriage so contrary to the law would scarcely
have received a place among the collection of sacred songs. Already
was the voice of prophecy lifted in all its majesty against Jezebel

;

and a powerful tribunate was formed in the cause of the theocracy

against Amaziah (2 Kings xiv. 19, seq.) and later kings. Some in-

deed find in ver. 17 a feature which does not answer to Solomon. The
words "instead of thy fathers shall be thy sons" (i. e., these shall

richly compensate for thy departed ancestors) are said not to be ap-

plicable to Solomon, as he had only a single ancestor who bore the

crown. We might therefore be tempted to explain ver. 17,
"
thy

sons shall compensate the want of ancestors ;" but it is not proba-
ble that the poet should have referred to this want. Indeed there

is no need of having recourse to any such shifts.. Solomon had in

reality no want of ancestors
;
and although only the last of these

had borne a crown, this involved, according to the ideas then enter-

tained, no defect of honour
; nay, we find already from the book of

Kuth, which was written with a view to exalt the house of David,
how readily the real ancestors of David and Solomon were acknowl-

edged as such, although they lived in a humble station. The poet
could therefore with all propriety express the idea, that the glory
of the ancestors of Solomon would be equalled and even surpassed

by that of his posterity.

How now are the Hebrew words Ps. xlv. 7, seq., to be translated?

From ver. 3 to ver. 10 Solomon is addressed throughout, from ver.

11 onwards his bride is addressed. There is then in the outset no
occasion for viewing the words, thy throne, God, is for ever and

ever, as an interposed ejaculatory prayer to God. How unsuitable

would it have been, if the poet had placed the everlasting throne

of God in opposition to the throne of David as not everlasting !

Further, it is also evident, that we are not at liberty with Gesenius

and Olshausen to translate the words by
"
thy divine throne." Even

if the words were ^rf5>N NE= (according to the analogy of ^ifi "iri),

that rendering would still be unnatural, and the other,
" the throne

of thy God," would be more proper. The words ejinVx ^NDS, however,
cannot signify, even grammatically considered,

"
thy divine throne"

(this would require epnVx NOS ^NW), but only "thy throne, God."

An instance, indeed, seems to occur in Lev. xxvi. 42 (according to

Gesenius' explanation), where the genitive is immediately joined to

the noun with the suffix (aij?m in-ns-ns my covenant of Jacob); but

there aipip is evidently not the genitive of quality, but the adverbial

accusative of relation, and the relation of a covenant made by God
with Jacob is evidently a different one from that of a throne of divine

majesty belonging to a king ;
so that that passage does not afford

the least analogy for the one before us. But granting that there
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were such an analogy in a grammatical point of view, it is still con-

trary to the sense and spirit of the Hebrew language to use c-nVs as

a genitive of quality, and to flatten and degrade the idea of God or

of divinity in a heathenish style to the idea of creature-majesty.

Modern pantheism, iudeed, speaks, of a divine locality, or of a
" divine" opera ;

heathenish insipidities of this kind were foreign

to the purity of the Israelitish monotheism.

On the other hand, it was not foreign to the Israelitish mode of

conception and expression, to denote persons who stood as the agents
and representatives of God by the word DvtVx (sing.) or fnVxn (plur.)

not, however, by DTiVwn as sing. comp. Ps. Ixxxix. 27, Ixxiii. 15,

etc. They were thus denoted, not because they were regarded as

creatures equal with God, but because, in their relation to those who

were subject to them, they were clothed with divine authority.

This might, with perfect propriety, be said of the "seed of David"

Solomon especially at the time when reference is made to that

prophecy of Nathan, that the throne of David should be established

for ever and ever.

The Psalmist after those words thus goes on : "A sceptre of

righteousness (evOvrrjs = liens in the Sept. frequently) is the sceptre

of thy dominion
;
thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity.

Therefore has thy God, God, anointed thee with oil of joy more

than thine associates/' By the " associates" cannot be meant those

holding office about the king's court; for, that the king is exalted in

prosperity and glory above the officers of his court is true, and has

ever been true, not merely of righteous, but of all kings, the unrigh-
teous as well, and could not therefore with any reason be represented
as a special blessing consequent on the righteousness of Solomon.

Least of all can the /^ro^ojf be explained, with Olshausen and otli

of the angels; to these neither the Psalmist nor our author can have

referred in this word; we shall soon see that the point of comparison
between the Messiah and the angels lies in quite another part of the

citation. The associates are evidently his associates in royal dignity
other kings; and the Psalmist says, that on account of his righteous-
ness Solomon has received more joy, prosperity and glory, than any
other king of the earth. The anointing with oil of joy is not to be

understood of the anointing to the office of king or prophet, or even

of the anointing with the Holy Ghost in general, but the figurative

expression is derived from the well-known custom of anointing the

head at festivals (Dent, xxviii. 40
; Psalm xxiii. 5, xcii. 10

;
Matth.

vi. 17), and "
to be anointed with oil of joy" is equivalent to being

blessed with joy and prosperity. That evrVs* in the eighth verse is

again vocative follows, not merely from the analogy of the seventh

verse, but is evident of itself, and serves rather for the further con-

firmation of the correct rendering of ver. 7. It is impossible that
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T'h^ can "be in apposition with s^riVs
;
even in a vocative address

such a construction would be foreign to the spirit of the Hebrew
diction

; besides, here in the nominative or subject such a redun-

dance would be all the more intolerable, as the emphasis which i;

involves is altogether without occasion or aim. The LXX. have

therefore rightly understood ainVs as the vocative and ^nVs as the

subject. That tpnVs has no article is explained by this, that it is

not an address to God, the one, definite, well-known, but an address

to a man.

The repeated address trnVN applied to Solomon close beside the

designation of Jehovah as tnnVx is certainly highly significant. The

poet addresses him thus not out of flattery, but under the influence

of the theocratic feeling that the dominion of God over Israel finds

its manifestation in the dominion of the anointed of God over Israel.

This involves the idea that the theocratic king is the fulfill&r of the

will of God in Israel.

How then does our author apply this passage ? He does not

say that these words of the psalm are in the sense of their author

an address to Christ (comp. the remark on rrpof), but that they are

spoken of Christ, are applicable to him. That exalted dignity
and rank was ascribed to Solomon because, and in so far as his

sceptre was a sceptre of righteousness, because, and in so far as

he loved righteousness and made the will of God his will. The
Psalmist contemplates Solomon then as the ideal of a theocratic

king such as was conceived in 2 Sam. vii. and farther delineated in

hope, Psalm ii. In as* far as Solomon in reality made the will of

God his will, in so far might he be accounted the seed promised to

David, in so far might the predicate cartes be assigned to him. It is

quite possible and comprehensible, that in the first years of his reign

it wus believed that the prophecy of Nathan, 2 Sam. vii., and the

hope of David, Psalm ii.,
2 Sam. vii., found their fulfilment in Solo-

mon, while the words of David were forgotten that the Lord spake
" of the distant future." ( It was thought, too, in the time of Con-

stantine, that the reign of the thousand years had commenced !)

But it soon appeared how mistaken this belief was, how far Solomon

departed from a faithful fulfilment of the will of God. Although,

however, that psalm as a hymn on Solomon was shewn to have

proceeded from human error, it did not, therefore, and in the same

degree cease to be prophetical, but it then first became a prophecy.
It became apparent that the ideals delineated in that psalm under

the guidance of the Holy Spirit would first be realized in thefuture.
The ideal of the righteous king who absolutely fulfils the will of God,
and to whom, therefore, the predicate epnVa truly belongs, and whose

dominion is to have an everlasting continuance, is only very imper-

fectly fulfilled in Solomon, is first perfectly fulfilled in Christ. Thus
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those words cited from the psalm are spoken respecting the Son. In

the sense of their human author they are neither a direct nor an in-

indirect prophecy of Christ, but the object of which they treat,

Solomon, was a real, a living prophecy of Christ, a type and pre-

figuration, and, in as far as those words represent Solomon in his

typico-ideal, not in his human-imperfect character, they are certainly
in the sense of the Holy Spirit a prophecy pointing to our Saviour.

Inquire we now finally, how far we have in that declaration of

the Psalmist aproofofthe superiority of the Messiah over the angels.

Three things are declared of the ideal of a theocratic king conse-

quently of the Messiah
; a, he is dTiV

;
his authority is the author-

ity of God himself; b, his dominion is endless: c, both are true

because he perfectly fulfils the will of God. The perfect theocratical

king therefore Christ (which required no proofs for the readers of

the Epistle to the Hebrews) stands in this threefold relation above

the angels. He is the absolute revelation of God and therefore him-

self God; the angels are only servants. He is King of an imperish-
able kingdom; the angels execute only periodical commands; he

rules in a moral way asfounder of a kingdom of righteousness, and
his whole dignity as Messiah isfounded directly on his moral and

spiritual relation to man; the angels are only mediators of outward

appearances of nature, by which a rude, unsusceptible people are to

be trainedfor higher things.

Ver. 10-12. As ver. 8, seq., is connected with ver. 7 by the

words 7rp6$-
rov vl6v, so is ver. 10 still more closely connected with

ver. 8 seq., by a mere xai, and indeed we shall soon see, that the

two members ver. 8, 9 and ver. 10-12 taken together, form the

antithetical member to ver. 7.

Here also we will first consider the passage quoted (Ps. cii.

26-28) in its original meaning and connexion. The words in them-

selves have no difficulty ;
the Sept. has rightly rendered them, and

the author follows theSept. ;
the meaning of the words too is clear.

But the question again recurs how far these words, evidently spoken
of God can afford any proof of the superiority of the Son over the

angels. The supposition that the author of the Epistle to the

Hebrews by mistake, i. e. from complete ignorance of the context

from which he took the passage, considered those words as an ad-

dress directed to Christ,is too awkward to find any acceptance with

us. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews can scarcely be con-

ceived of as so senseless, that, without any occasion, he should use

words which apply to God as if they applied to the incarnate Son

of God. So coarse a mistake would certainly not have escaped
detection

;
for it is not to be forgotten that his readers were also in

a certain sense his opponents, and would scarcely have allowed

themselves to be drawn away from their deep-rooted prejudice in
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favour of the old covenant and the Old Testament Israel, by bad
and untenable arguments. That supposition is all the more improb-
able when it is considered, that the author has evidently quoted all

these passages not from memory, but has carefully copied them from
the LXX., so that he could not possibly be ignorant of their original
context. In general, however, it is a very superficial and shallow

view that would lead us all at once to consider the use of Old
Testament passages in the New Testament as parallel with the

exegetico-dogmatic method of argumentation pursued by the Rab-
bins. The apostles and apostolical men have, indeed, exhibited in

their epistles such a freedom from the spirit of Jewish tradition,

such an originality and youthful vigour of new life, such a subtlety
and depth of psychological and historical intuition, and the whole

system of Christianity in its freshness and originality stands in such

contrast to the old insipid anti-Messianic Judaism, and appears so

thoroughly a new structure from the foundation resting on the depths
of Old Testament revelation, and so far from being a mere enlarge-
ment of the Pharisaico-Rabbinical pseudo-Judaism, that it were

indeed wonderful, if the same apostolical men had in their interpre-
tation of Old Testament passages held themselves dependent on the

Jewish exegesis and hermeneutical method. In reality, however, the

apostolical exegesis of the Old Testament stands in directest opposi-
tion to the Jewish-Rabbinical, so that one can scarcely imagine a

more complete and diametrical difference. In the Rabbinical inter-

pretation it is always single words studiously separated from the

context from which inferences, arbitrary, of course, are drawn. The
Rabbins affirm, for example, that when a man lies three days in the

grave, his entrails are torn from his body and cast in the face of the

dead
; for it is written in Mai. ii. 3,

"
I will also cast the filth of

your festivals in your face." (Sepher joreh chattaim, num. 66.)

Nay, the later Rabbinism, as a direct result of this arbitrary proce-

dure, went the length of drawing inferences even from single letters.

They taught, for example, the transmigration of the soul, and that

the souls of men ever continue to live in men
;
thus the life of Cain

passed into Jethro, his spirit into Korah, his soul into the Egyptians

(Ex. ii. 12, seq.), for it is written Gen. iv. 24 -pp sp-, and >, p,
and

are the first letters of Jethro, Korah, and -nsfc. (Jalkut rubeni,

num. 9.) The genuine pharisaical principle which forms the basis

of all this, is, that the letter as such is what is most significant. The

New Testament writers, on the contrary as we have seen in refer-

ence to Heb. i. 6-9, and as we shall see more and more as we proceed
with the epistle drew all their arguments from the spirit of the

passages considered in their connexion. Nothing at all is inferred

from the mere letters of the passages quoted. In Ps. xlv. there is

not a syllable about angels. When the author, notwithstanding,
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has adduced that passage as a proof that the Messiah is superior to

the angels, he has, as we have seen, necessarily reckoned on a rational

consideration of the passage on {he part of li readers, and a reflec-

tive logical comparison of the passage with that in Ps. civ. 4, and

the force of the argument proceeds only from such a judicious inter-

pretajion and attentive examination of the ideas and references

objectively contained in hoth passages.

The procedure which he uniformly follows is not that of collect-

ing passages in which the words " Son" and "angel" occur, and ar-

bitrarily interpreting them thus the Rabbins would have done

but of adducing the weightiest passages in which the Messianic

salvation is prophesied of (substantially, although not at all under

the name "
Messianic"), and from these developing the idea of thi*

salvation. Thus in vers. 7-12 the simple and fundamental idea

which he wants to shew is, that while the angels are employed by
God as ministering in temporary phenomena of nature, the Mes-

sianic salvation, on the contrary, is ever represented, a, as the lifting

up of the man, the theocratical king, immediately to God; b, as

the immediate saving act of God himself, i. e.
}
in one word

; c, as

an immediate relation of God to men without the intervention of

mediation by angels. He finds this idea of the Messianic salvation

in those expressions of the Psalms, but not dry outward statements

respecting the person of Christ.

In vers. 8, 9 the important truth was stated, that the true theo-

cratical king, when his dignity is described, receives not the predi-

cate
"
angel," but the predicate e-n^x. He enters without the

mediation of an angel, a ''
l^a, into immediate unity with God

himself. Have we then in vers. 8-10 a description of the saving
work of a man who is one with God, we are therefore entitled to

expect that in vers. 10-12 a passage will be adduced as a counter-

part, in which the Messianic salvation is described as an immediate

act of God to man, without the interposition of angels. For this

is the difference between the Mosaic economy of the law and the

Messianic economy of the gospel : a, in the economy of the law

the man, Moses, is God's servant, and enters as yet into no imme-
diate contact with God himself, but only with a form of the Divin '

manifestation in the *"* ^NSM ;
in the Messianic economy, on the con-

trary, the theocratic king is himself ta^nVs in an immediate relation

of oneness with God, while nothing is said of the mediation of an-els
;

6, in the Mosaic economy, God works upon men through angels ;
in

the Messianic, God works immediately and directly on men without

the need of angels. This latter idea, as has been already said, we

must expect to find proved by a quotation in vers. 10-12.

Let us look now at the psalm. It is a song of complaint HTEP,

:sV and according to ver. 4 written during the exile
;
and it is evi-
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dent from ver. 14 (thou sbalt arise and have mercy upon Zion), that

the author bewails not the sorrows of an individual but the misfor-

tune of his people, although he represents this in an individualized

lyrical form as his own affliction. After having pourtrayed in vers.

2-12 his own wretched condition, i. e. } the condition of the Israelite

and the Israelites, he appeals in ver. 13 to the immutability and

eternity of God. It is self-evident that it is not the eternity as a

metaphysical attribute of God, nor his unchangeableness as the im-

material Spirit that is spoken of, but the unchangeableness of

Jehovah in his acts, in his relation to Israel, in a word the Divine

covenant-faithfulness. Upon this he grounds the inference ver. 14,
that God shall again have mercy upon Zion, then will the heathen

and their kings fear him (ver. 15), and men will speak of the saving
work of God to coming generations (ver. 19), that God, namely, hs
looked down from heaven and heard the cry of the prisoners (vers.

2-21). It
is, then, the deliverancefrom the captivity that is here

spoken of, consequently the Messianic time. The prophets before

the exile had represented the Messiah as the deliverer from the

exile. Not till towards the end of the exile was it revealed to

Daniel, that the Messiah should come not immediately after the

seventy years of the exile foretold by Jeremiah in the strict sense,

but after seventy years of weeks
;

i. e., just that state of being
under the yoke of the heathen, which is substantially a state of

exile, would, even after the local return to Canaan, stretch over a

period of seventy years of weeks. The 102d Psalm does not yet
discover the difference between a state of exile in the stricter, and

in the wider sense
;
the Psalmist simply prays for the speedy arrival

of the promised time of the redemption and the salvation, that sal-

vation which, when it actually appeared, Luke i. 68, was denoted

literally in the same way in which it had been denoted in Ps. cii. 19

as "as God's looking down upon his people."

At the conclusion of the psalm the prayej is again concisely ex-

pressed in the words,
" Take me not away in the midst of my days

(ere I have witnessed the deliverance of the people), thy years are

to all generations." Here too the prayer for deliverance is enforced

by the thought of God's unchangeableness, which implies here, be-

sides the idea of the covenant-faithfulness of God, also that of his

greatness. Upon this follow the words :

" Thou hast in the begin-

ning (enisV, Ka-"
1

dpxd^ laid the foundations of the earth, the heaven

also is the work of thy hands. They shall perish, thou shalt re-

main," etc. The fundamental idea there then is, that the hope of

the promised Messianic deliverance rests upon God alone and not on

any kind of creature help. Emphasis is expressly laid on the fact

that the heavens also and celestial beings are subject to time and to
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change, and that upon them the hope of the Messianic salvation

cannot rest.

Thus do we find here, in reality, the precise idea expressed
which we were led to expect. Ver. 8, seq.: the Messianic salva-

tion, in so far as it appears the act of a man, an anointed one,
" the seed of David," is already according to the prophecies of

the Old Testament far superior to angel-revelations, is immedi-

ately Divine, eternal, everlasting. Vers. 10-12 : the Messianic

salvation, in so far as it appears as the act of God, is already

according to the expectation of the Old Testament an immediate

act of God alone, of which no creature, no celestial creature even,

is capable.

Thus the Son, as in vers. 8-9, so in like manner in ver.. 10-12,

appears in a threefold opposition to the angels, ver. 7. a, Tl < M>*
sianic redemption is an act of the everlasting faithfulness of God

himself, not of a creature, b, It is everlasting, not mutable, c, It

isfounded on a moral relation of God to men, on thefaithfulness of

God, not on a relation to nature.

In conclusion then we see, that vers. 8-9 and vers. 10-12 are the

two members parallel to each other, which taken together form the

complete antithesis to ver. 7.

Ver. 13 forms the key-stone of the whole argument. Let us

look back for a moment on the course of the reasoning. The New
Testament revelation of God in the Son was opposed to that of the

Old Testament as the absolute to the relative, ver. 4, and the abso-

luteness of the former derived, 1, from the name Son which is

assigned in the Old Testament to the promised Messiah, but to none

among the angels, ver. 5
; 2, from this, that where the (]\1

sianic) saving work of God, i. e., of the npuroroicos is prophesied of,

merely the place of worshipping spectators belongs to the angels,

ver. 6
; 3, vers. 7-12, from the immediateness of the union of God

with men in the Messianic salvation, from its everlasting dura-

tion and its spiritual nature, inasmuch as it rests on the reciprocal

relation of human righteousness, vers. 8-9, and Divine faithfulness,

vers. 10-12. It had been shewn in vers. 8-9, as well as in vers.

10-12, that an immediate elevation of man to God, and an imme-
diate act of grace on the part of God towards man, without the in-

terposition of angels, were already laid down in the Old Testament

as the fundamental characteristics of the Messianic salvation. This

immediateness is now in ver. 13 still farther confirmed by a crown-

ing passage from the Old Testament in which it is most clearly ex-

pressed. The Messiah, it is said, shall sit upon God's throne, and

take part in the Divine dominion. Nowhere is this represented as

belonging to an angel.

The quotation is from Ps. ex. 1. Bleek cannot allow this psalm
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to be taken as prophetical of the Messiah, because the hope of a

personal Messiah was foreign to the time of David. This objection
needs no refution after what has been said at ver. 5. Tholuck also

(Hebraerbr. Beilage, i. p. 10) has rightly directed attention to

2 Sam. xxiii. 1, seq. that saying of David in which he expresses
so definite a hope of a definite posterity who should fulfil Nathan's

prophecy, 2 Sam. vii. That we have, in Ps. ex., also an expression
of that hope grounded on 2 Sam. vii. should no longer be doubted.

We by no means need to appeal to the declaration of Christ, Matth.

xxii. 42, seq. ;
even if we were able, without doing violence to a

sound understanding, to agree with those who regard that declara-

tion not as Christ's real opinion, but as intended by him half in jest

merely to lead the Pharisees into an inextricable difficulty even if

we were at liberty to adopt such a view, the composition of the

110th Psalm by David, and its Messianic signification, would still

stand fast of itself. The remarkable representation of a sacerdotal

king like to Melchisedek, which we find in this psalm, will not at all

suit a time subsequent to that of David. The later kings stood partly
in hostile relation to the priesthood, cultus, theocracy, and worship
of Jehovah, partly, even when they stood in a peaceful and friendly

relation to these as in the case of Hezekiah and Josiah, they shewed

this precisely by not invading the rights and offices of the priests ;

the attempt of the otherwise pious Uzziah to combine the priestly

functions with the kingly was punished by God himself with the

infliction of the disease of leprosy. In such a period, such a psalm,
with the representation which it gives of a priest-king, could not

have been composed. To unite the priestly with the kingly dignity

was at that time as little to the praise of a king, as it is now to the

praise of the emperor Henry IV. as an emperor, that he invested

bishops and popes. As this, on the contrary, was a commendation

under Charles the Great, and even under Henry III., so also was

that a ground of praise in the time of David, of David the protector

of the high priesthood against Saul, the man after God's heart, in

opposition to whom the priests had no occasion for watching over

and defending their rights, because they had no reason to dread any
malicious invasion of these from the despotism of the king. We
must therefore seek for the date of the psalm in the time of David.

With respect to its contents, modern critics have held the psalm to

be a hymn upon David sung by one of his subjects. The first words

correspond with this explanation : the Lord (God) said unto my
lord (the king). But the words immediately following, in which

God is represented as having spoken, will not apply to David. It is

easy to comprehend how Solomon should receive the predicate "God"

as the theocratic ruler, especially when he is contemplated as the

ideal seed of David, and the fulfiller of the will of God. But it

VOL. VI. 21
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cannot be comprehended how an Israelite should have spoken of

David's sitting upon God's throne; for the throne of God was, as

we learn from Ps. xi. 4, xxxiii. 14, etc., in the heaven
;

j> a sitting

upon God's throne was not applicable to David even by the boldest

hyperbole, still less would ver. 4 be suitable to David, in which

Jehovah is represented as having sworn to the king the same who
is spoken of ver. 1 that he shall be a priest and king at the same

time, and that forever oViSV When had ever such a thing
1 been

promised to David ? Bleek thinks there is no trace of the psalm's

referring to the future; but do not ver. 1 (the Lord said) and ver.

4 (the Lord hath sworn and ivill not repent), refer plainly en mgh to

a prophecy that had been given and was still \un/uLflled (bns
i
> soi

fut.)? It is possible, indeed, that a prophecy referring to David's

own future destinies might be meant, but it will be difficult to find

any prophecy of such an import in reference to David. Nowhere
else must we look for the *' c; mentioned in Ps. ex. than in that

% !

very prophecy of Nathan, 2 Sam. vii. with which we are now so

familiar, and there it is said, twice in succession, not of David, but

in express contradistinction to him, of his seed: '.rpVct rs -r-:-2^

ver. 12, and cV-. \v_ 'roVne KB:: nx
P?;''-SI, David shall indeed die,

but his seed shall reign forever. There, too, we find the words
c

?

i
'? of Ps. ex. 4. And we have already seen at ver. 5 of our

chapter, that although Nathan had spoken of the seed collectively,

David might yet expect, and did expect, the fulfilment of this

promise in no other way than in a definite individual of his pos-

terity. (With this the objection of Bleek falls of itself to the

ground that the idea of a personal Messiah was unknown in the

time of David). What remains of Ps. ex. 4 finds its explanation also

also in 2 Sam. vii. Nathan had revealed to David that he was not

appointed to build the Li<nl an house
;
he was appointed merely to

reign ;
but his seed after him was to build an house to the Lord,

and the Lord would build an house for it. If now the seed of David

was to do in a higher and more excellent degree that which in a less

degree the builders of the tabernacle had done, this might properly
be considered as a uniting of priestly-eccesiastical with civil func-

tions, and might be represented in the language of lyrical poetry as

a government
"
after the order of Melchisedec." But if the seed of

David is to have an house built for him by the Lord himself, and is

to reign forever and ever, he is thereby exalted to God's own throne
;

God has built for him his house and his throne, he has built God's

house
;
the dominion of both is thus endless and unlimited, and

becomes accordingly one and the same.

* The mercy-lid over the ark of the covenant which shut out the accusing testimony

(the teu commandments) from the view of God, is indeed in Luther's translation, but

nowhere in the original, designated aa a seat or throne of God.
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But while it is impossible that David can be the object of the

psalm, he can be, and is, its author. For, from what other indi-

vidual of the time of David are we at liberty to expect such an un-

folding of the Messianic hope, than from that king who gave utterance

to the prayer with which we are already familiar in 2 Sam. vii. 18-29

and chap, xxiii. 1, seq.?

This passage from the Psalms, then, is cited by our author. No
angel, but a man, is chosen to an immediate unity of dominion

with God, to absolute rule over all enemies, over the whole world.

The angels, on the contrary, as the author says in ver. 14, by way
of recapitulation, looking back to ver. 7, are ministering spirits

keirovpyiKo, nvfvfiara ; they exist only on account of those who are

appointed to be " heirs of salvation." It is not the angels that are

called into a relation of oneness with God, but man. In this anti-

thesis, the whole train of thought finds its conclusion.

A PRACTICAL INTERMEDIATE PART.

(ii. 1-4).

In ch. ii. 1-4 the author immediately adds a practical applica-

tion of the foregoing. All the more carefully must we hold fast the

New Testament doctrine. Ilepioaug is a familiar expression, espe-

cially with the apostle Paul. Why the comparative is used here

appears from the train of thought, which is as follows (as is plain

also from vers. 2 and 3). Apparently, the authority of the Mosaic

law is higher than that of the gospel ;
for there God revealed him-

self by angels, here by a man. But* it follows from what has been

said, that the New Testament revelation, far from having less au-

thority on that account, possesses rather an authority by so much
the greater, that it was not given through the mediation of angels,

but is immediate, consequently, that greater heed must be given,

not to esteem it lightly.

MT/Trore napappvufjieVj A.D. and other manuscripts read Trapapvtinev,

which, however, is not a different reading, nor an error in the writ-

ing (Tholuck), nor a poetical form, but, as Sturz (de dial. Maced.

et Alex.) already perceived, and Thiersch (de Pent. vers. Alex. p.

85) has since further proved, nothing more than an Alexandrian

orthography. The form napappvtinev cannot be the conj. pres. act.

of -napappvEG), as this verb nowhere occurs, but is supplied by the

grammarians for the explanation of certain forms. We have here

simply the conj. aor. sec. pass, of -jrapappEu to flow by lest we un-

consciously slide past (comp. Sept. Prov. iii. 21). Some supply rd

ditovoOevTa, in which case it would signify
" that we forget not the

things we have heard," but this gives an almost tautological idea.
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When others supply rfjv auTTjptav in the sense of "
everlasting hap-

piness," something heterogeneous is thereby introduced into the

words. The best way certainly is to supply rtiv aKovaQtvruiv ;

" that

we may not even yet entirely fall away from the doctrine we have

heard." For this was the specific danger that threatened them.

Whoever of those Jewish Christians should once treat what specifi-

cally belonged to the New Testament as a secondary thing, to which

he needed not to give such anxious heed as to his connexion with the

rMosaic ordinances and law, might come unconsciously and imper-

ceptibly to lose entirely his Christian knowledge and love for the

gospel (Similarly De Wette, Bleek, Tholuck).
Vers. 2, 3. The idea already implied in the first verse that the

gospel because given to men by Jesus possesses all the higher and

holier claims, is now further unfolded as the ground of what is said

in ver. 1. El introduces an argument e concessis
;
that the law is

ptfiaios (i. e., has a fully attested Divine authority) was undisputed
on the part of the readers. This authority, however, rested sub-

stantially on the fact) that the law was promulgated by angels. The

question presents itself, whence arose this view of the co-operation

of angels in the giving of the law from Mount Sinai. Among the more

recent theologians the opinion is pretty prevalent, that this was a

belief entertained by the Jews in the time of Christ, a rabbinical

notion, of which Stephen (Acts vii. 53), Paul (Gal. iii. 19), ami the

author of this epistle availed themselves for their respective objects.

If it should be granted that it was nothing more than a notion be-

longing to that time, it would not therefore follow that it was super-

stitious ;
on the contrary, there lay beneath it a profound truth.

Moses did not make the law but received it
;
the voice which spake

the ten words, Ex. xx., the finger which wrote them, could not,

however, be immediately ascribed to God
;

it was rightly conjectured

that those appearances were brought about by the agency of exalted

creatures, and that forms of revelation so external do not correspond
with the eternal and invisible nature of God. And that is precisely

what our author means to urge, namely, that the revelation of God
in the person of Jesus Christ is one which is absolutely adequate ;

that, however, which consists in the mere utterance of a law is not

adequate. The whole reasoning, therefore, would rest on a profound

truth, even if that view respecting the co-operation of angels on

Mount Sinai were a mere rabbinical theologumenon.
But it is not a mere theologumenon ;

it has a real foundation

in the statements of God's word, of the Old Testament. We will

not, indeed, and are not warranted to refer here to the *
^xVa ;

for

although it is always of importance to bear in mind that God, in

the time of Moses, chose for the form in which he appeared that of

the angelic species, still, the angel of the Lord was no individual
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created angel ;
least of all would this explain the use of the plural

in the passage before us &' ayyeAwv. We would rather refer in

as far as regards, in general, the origin of the doctrine of angels
before the exile to the passage in Joel iii. 11 (at the final judgment
the Gentiles shall assemble together ;

" there God lets his mighty
ones come down") compared with 2 Kings xix. 35 (" the angel of

Lord came down and smote the camp of the Assyrians"). With
reference, however, to the special co-agency of angels on Sinai, we
would appeal, with Olshausen, to the two passages Deut. xxxiii. 2,

seq. ;
Psalm Ixviii. 17. In the first passage, in the song of Moses,

it is said : God shined forth from Mount Paran, he came with ten

thousand of holy ones. The form niasi is stat. constr. plur. of nann

inyrias ; tn^ tiiaai, therefore, means multitudes or hosts of holy
ones. It is then said in ver. 3 : Yea, he loveth the tribes

;
all his

holy ones are at thy hand; they sit at thyfeet; he receives thy words.

(The OTT. Aey. isn is derived perhaps from the Arabic
\jfe.)

Those

who sit are evidently the Israelites who sit at the foot of the

mount, as it were at God's feet
;
the subject to receives can be no

other than Moses. There is thus an antithesis between the "
they"

and the
"
he/' But this antithesis cannot be that which results

from placing emphasis on the nm, for then KMVJ must have stood

before '. But as this is not the case, trn can only be used in

opposition to the foregoing fang, so that these holy ones are plainly

distinguished from the Israelites as different persons. It may also

be supposed on other and independent grounds, that the Israelites

are not meant by these "
holy ones." In the first place, the former

are never by Moses either described as holy ones or designated by
that epithet ;

in the chapter immediately preceding (chap, xxxii.),

he speaks much of their unholiness and obduracy. But in the

second place, if by these holy ones the Israelites are to be under-

stood as meant, then must we give to "p^a the signification
" in thy

protecting hand,"
" in thy protection," a signification which this ex-

pression had not yet obtained in the time of Moses. Finally, the

idea as a whole that God protects the Israelites, and bears them,
as it were, in his hands would be altogether out of place in this

description of the giving of the law from Sinai. Four distinct and

independent reasons, then, compel us to render the words :

"
all his

holy ones stand at thy hand" (at thy side, near thee), and to ex-

plain this of the hosts of angels standing near to God. In the same

way must we explain the " multitudes of saints" spoken of in ver. 2.

The Alexandrian translator must also have perceived that angels

were spoken of here
;
he has, in true Alexandrian fashion, put into

the text the correct interpretation of nj? mba*?, by substituting the

words Kit de&tiv avrov ayye/lot fter' avrov in place of a translation of

the to him obscure words '& h* as ver. #.
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The other passage to which we would refer, and which serves to

confirm our explanation of the foregoing, is Ps. Ixviii. 17. The 68th

Psalm belongs to the time of Solomon
;
not to an earlier period,

since in ver. 30 mention is made of the temple in Jerusalem
;
nor to

a later, as in ver. 28 the princes of Naphtali and Zebulon appear
with presents before the King, which could not possibly have taken

place after the separation of the two kingdoms ; chiefly is ver. 32

applicable to Solomon, where mention is made of the Egyptian and

Ethiopian ambassadors bringing gifts, and also ver. 17, where it is

said that God from this time forth for ever has made his dwelling

place
" on the hill." In this psalm we read ver 18 :

" the chariots

of God are twenty thousand, many thousands
;
the Lord is with

them on Sinai in the holy place." The author of our epistle, there-

fore, was fully justified by what he read in the Old Testament in

calling the law a word spoken by angels.

This word was /3t/3<Mo? (see above), and every Trapd(3aoig (positive

transgression), nay, even every -napaKoi] (negative omission) received

its just recompense. To designate the recompense, the author, who

evidently aims at elegance of style, uses the more select, more rare,

and sonorous word fj.toO(nrodooia.If this held good already of the

law, how shall we escape (namely, the just recompense)
"

if we

neglect so great ou-njpia,which is confirmed to us by those who heard

it as one which, at the first, was spoken by the Lord ?" A twofold

antithesis to the law is here specified. First, the law was a mere

word (Aoyo^) which, indeed, laid commands upon men, but imparted
no strength or inclination for their fulfilment, the gospel, on the

contrary, is a salvation, a redemption, an act. (Some would, most

unhappily, and without any occasion given in the text, but rather

destroying the beauty of the idea, explain ourrjpia by Aoyo$- rfj$

ouTrjpiag with an arbitrary reference to Acts xiii. 26.) Secondly,
the salvation has been revealed and preached to men, directly and

from first hand, by the Lord himself, not from second hand by the

angels. This is implied in the words dpxyv kaQovoa, etc.

kafifidvELv used by later Greek writers instead of the classical

The beginning cannot, of course, be understood here as forming an

antithesis to the continuance; as if the two acts dp%^v Xaftovoa

XaXelodai, and t'/3e/3<Mo>077 were co-ordinated, and the sentence to be

resolved thus dpxtjv Aa/3e AaAetaflat Kal iftgftaf^Btf, in which case the

idea would be that the salvation was at first spoken by the Lord

himself, but afterwards had been delivered to us as sure by those

who heard it. Where then would be the difference between the

salvation and the law ? The law, too, was at first given by God,
and then brought by angels to men. The author of our epistle,

however, lays no emphasis on the fact, that the salvation was given
from God fob TOV 0eo',but that it was brought to men/row the very
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first by (dta) tlie Lord, consequently, not first by intermediate per-
sons. 'E/3e/3cww077, is therefore, of course, not co-ordinate with dp^v
Xafiovoa kakeladai, but kaflovaa depends on ZfaiSaiudr). That the sal-

vation was revealed directly by the Lord is what has been delivered

to us by the dtcovaav-eg the ear (and eye) witnesses as a certainty,

and consequently as a divine authentication of the ouT^pia.

Some have found in vers. 1-3 a proof that the Epistle to the

Hebrews could in no case have been written by the apostle Paul.

(Euthal., Luth., Calv., etc.) For Paul, far from excluding himself

from the number of eye-witnesses, rather lays all weight on the

fact, that he had seen the (risen) Lord himself, 1 Cor. xv.
;
Gal. i.

This argument is, however, without force
;
other grounds there may

be against the Pauline origin of the epistle, but in these verses there

is none. It is one thing to have once seen the risen Lord, it is an-

other thing to be an ear-witness of the salvation spoken by Christ,

i. e. of the entire revelation of God in Christ. (Comp. Acts i. 21.)

The same Paul, who, in writing to the Corinthians who doubted of

the resurrection, or to the Galatians who disputed his apostolic mis-

sion, appeals to the former fact, must yet have acknowledged that

he was not an eye-witness of the salvation in the latter sense.

Moreover, the 1 plur. in ver. 1 is not communicative, but merely

insinuatory,
yer- 4 p It is quite consistent with the practical aim which our

author never loses sight of, that he attaches only a subordinate

value to the confirmation of the Gospel by miracles. He says

ovvsTnuapTvpovvrog. MaprvpeZv means to bear witness of a thing

which is still under question, doubtful, KmfJMprvpeiv to testify of a

thing already established, awem^aprvpeiv to give an additional

testimony to a thing in itself certain, and confirmed by proofs from

other sources. This implies that the salvation in Christ does not

properly stand in need of confirmation by miracles, but bears already

in itself the testimony of its truth. And, indeed, it will never hap-

pen, that a heart which is inwardly far from the truth of the Gospel,

which is wanting in repentance and self-knowledge, the spiritual

hunger and thirst, will be, so to speak, forced into an acknowledg-

ment of the truth of this Gospel by an appeal to the miracles which

accompany it. On the contrary, to such hearts miracles are rather

npoaKOfifiara,
u that with seeing eyes they see not, and with hearing

ears they hear not." Only the heart which has first experienced in

itself the miracle of regeneration, of creative renewal, is capable of

the humility which believes, even where it does not comprehend.

For this very reason, however, the miracles are not something non-

essential; but, as in the time of Christ, so still, they serve the end

of being boundary stones between faith and unbelief, signs of God

for the believing spirit, intimating that he is a living God, who stands
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above, not beneath his works, chiefly as the distributor of life

and the Saviour, above that nature which is fallen by sin, and is

subject to death (in which view the resurrection of Christ, the first-

fruits, forms the centre point of all miracles), and signs of faith

which, in miracles, learns and exercises humility. It is, moreover,

worthy of observation, that this very passage which ascribes to mir-

acles the humble function implied in the word oweTrt/iapTvpeiv, fur-

nishes a principal proof of the historical reality of the miracles,

and, with this, of the supernatural character of Christianity in gen-
eral. A man who wrote before the year 70, speaks of miracles, even

where he does not give them a high place, as of well-known and

undisputed facts !

Miracles may be regarded in a fourfold aspect, first, with respect
to their design as arjuela (M'), signs, miraculous testimonies in be-

half of any truth
; secondly, with respect to their nature as rtpara

(wo'a), i. e. supernatural acts
; thirdly, with respect to their origin

as acts of power (dwefymf), because wrought by higher powers ;
and

finally, in their specifically Christian aspect as impart ings of the

Holy Ghost (jrvevnaro^ ayiov fifpiopofy, as exercised by those who,

according to the will and wise distribution of God, are endowed with

the particular gifts of miracles (comp. 1 Cor. xii. 11).

SECTION SECOND.

IN THE SON MAN IS RAISED ABOVE THE ANGELS,

(ii. 5-18.)

In the first section it was shewn, that already the Old Testament

points to a future absolute revelation of God to man, a revelation

through a Mediator, by whom man should enter into immediate

contact with God, and God with man, and that this predicted reve-

lation of God is, even in the Old Testament, placed higher than that

which was given through the mediation of angels. It was therefore

the dignity of the Son as such, his person and office, that was first

spoken of.

In the second section, on which we now enter, the one idea

already implicitly contained in the first section (i. 8, 9), namely,
that in the Son, man is immediately exalted to a union with God
such as belongs not to the angels, is taken up and independently
carried out. Here again, the 5th verse, which contains the new

theme, is connected by means of the conjunction yap with the con-
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eluding words of the foregoing section. The new idea that the

divine dominion over the future kingdom is ascribed not to the

angels but to the Son of Man, follows quite naturally upon the ex-

hortation in ver. 1-4 as a new proof, but at the same time comes

into co-ordination with the whole of the first section, chap. i. 5-14;
the first section was the one foundation upon which the exhortation,

chap. ii. 1-4, is made to rest
; chap. ii. 5, together with its further

development in ver. 6-18, forms the other foundation. Thus the

author, with great beauty of style, bridges over the space between

the concluding words of the first section and the announcement of

the new theme, just as we observed before in chap. i. 4.

Before, however, proceeding to follow out exegetically this new

theme, it may not be without advantage to view somewhat more

closely the ground-idea of the new section in itself, and to make
ourselves familiar with it. That not merely the Son as the eternal

only-begotten of the Father or the first-born (Trpwroro/cof) of every
creature is higher than the angels, but that man also as such is

called (of course in Christ) to a much more immediate union with

God than belongs to angels, and that therefore man, as regards his

proper destination, is higher than the angels, this is a statement

which at first sight will appear surprising, as we are generally wont

to regard the angels as superior beings. And, indeed, it is not

without reason that we do so. For, according to the statements of

the Holy Scripture, the angels are endowed with higher and less

limited gifts and powers, and although as creatures they cannot be

conceived of as unlimited by space, and consequently, as incorporeal,

still they have an unspeakably freer and less circumscribed relation

to space and to matter than men have in their present state. They
clothe themselves with visible matter and put off this garment again;

they transfer themselves to wheresoever they please, they are not

bound to a body of clay, and as they are without sexual distinction

(Matth. xxii. 30) there exists among them neither any development
of the individual from childhood through the various steps of age,

nor of race, through successive generations. The entire species has

come from the creative hand of God complete in all its individuals,

complete as the diamond which sparkles with perpetual and un-

changing lustre. How now, shall we reconcile with this, that our

author should place above the angels poor weak man, hemmed in by

space and a gross body, developing himself upon the basis of animal

sexuality? Just in the same way as we can reconcile it with the

weakness and meanness of the rose-bush, that there is in it,
not-

withstanding, a more excellent life than in the diamond. The

enamel of the rose when it has reached its bloom is something far

superior to the glitter of the diamond. So also will man, when he

reaches the bloom of his glorified life, unspeakably excel the angels
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in glory. Man's superiority lies just in his capability of develop-

ment. When the diamond is once disturbed by the ray of a burning
reflector it is irrecoverably gone ;

so are the angels, once fallen, for

ever lost, according to the doctrine of Scripture. The rose can with

difficulty be hurt, and even from its root it will still send forth new

life; so was man rendered capable even by sin (the possibility of

which, though not its actu il entrance, was necessary in consequence
of his freedom) of entering into full spiritual life-fellowship with

God, through the help of the Saviour entering into him, nay, capa-
ble of receiving the person of the redeeming Son of G< d as a mem-
ber into his race. Hence also, it is the planet-system that has been

assigned to man as the habitation and the theatre of that absolute

revelation of God in Christ, the planet-system, in which the anti-

thesis between the fixed-star-like, or angel-like independent sun

and the animal-like dependent moon finds its genuine human recon-

cilement in the >?awete, and most completely in the eartJi while

the angels, as the "hosts of heaven," have their dwelling-place in

the fixed stare, where there is no opposition between illuminating
and illuminated bodies, where planets do not revolve round suns,

but fixed stars around fixed stars.

In ver. 5 the ground-idea is first of all expressed in a negative
form. The otKov^evrj ff fiekkovoa, the future terrestrial globe, i. e.

}

the future kingdom (comp. Isa. Ixvi. 22) xan =Vi*n is nowhere repre-

sented in the Old Testament as ruled over by angels. The positive

antithesis to this follows in vers. 6, 7 in the form of a citation which

plainly enough implies the statement, that man rather is appointed

to the dominion over "
all things."

Vers. 6, 7. The citation is taken from Ps. viii. 5-7 ;
the passage

is quoted according to the Sept., with this exception, that the words

KOI KaTK<j-i]oa(; avrbv im ra tpya rwf xeip&v oov, which are not found

in the original Hebrew but are added in the LXX., are omitted by
our author. The manner in which he introduces the quotation

diefMp-vparo 6e nov rig teyuv appears at first sight strange, but in

nowise implies that the writer (as Koppe, Dindor., Schulz thought)
did not know where the citation was to be found.f For we find a

similar indefiniteness also in chap. iv. 4, where the words cited

(" God rested on the seventh day") are of such a kind that it was

impossible the author could be ignorant of where they originally

stand. That he knew this, too, in the case before us, is evident

from the exactness with which he cites according to the Sept., while

* See this view further developed and vindicated in my essay, "Die WVltnns 'haming
der Bibel und die Naturwissenchaft," in the journal

" Die Zukunft der Kircho," prin-

cipally in p. 31, seq. and p. 55, seq.

f Still less, of course, does it imply, that ho meant to throw doubt on David's being

the author of the psalm, and to represent its author as an unknown person as Grotiua

thought
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at the same time he omits those words of the Sept. which do not

belong to the original, ttov n$ is therefore a mere arbitrary mode
of expression (which was peculiar also to Philo, comp. Bleek on this

passage); the author forbears to specify the place of the citation,

just because he takes it for granted that it was quite well known.

In the same way might a writer or speaker in our own time say.
" one has said : Here I stand, I can do nothing else." With respect
to the quotation itself it presents two difficulties

; a, the words Trap'

ayyeAovf evidently appear to belong to those of the citation &om
which the author draws his inferences, comp. ver. 5. His object is

to prove from the passage in the psalms, that man was indeed made
. lower than the angels, but only for a time, not forever

; rather, that

precisely to man, and not to the angels, is the dominion over the

MKOVfievr) 77 /ztvl/lovaa ascribed. But those very words Trap' dyyeXovg

have no foundation in the original Hebrew, the words there are

bin'&Ntt ts? sirnenip. b, The words Ppa%v TL are evidently understood

by the writer, ver. 9, in the sense of time as meaning "a short time."
" We see Jesus who was for a short time made lower than the angels

crowned." To take (3pax,v n there in the sense of degree would

yield no sense whatever. Consequently the author has also in ver. 7,

in this citation, understood 0pa%v n in the sense of time. But tans

in the Hebrew, and J3pa%v TL in the Sept., according to the opinion
of its authors, are to be understood in the sense of degree; this at

least is the most prevalent opinion among more recent critics (also

that of Olshausen). The only thing then that remains for us is

here again to give the psalm itself our direct and unprejudiced con-

sideration. Whether or not the psalm was written by David is here

a matter of perfect indifference
; reasons, however, will appear oc-

casionally and unsought for, to warrant our ascribing its authorship
to him. Let us consider, first of all, the psalm itself.

"
Jehovah, our Lord, how mighty is thy name upon the whole

earth, thou whose honour is praised* above the heaven." Here,

already, there is an evident antithesis between earth and heaven.

The God, whose majesty is praised above in all heavens, disdains not

to acquire for himself also on the poor small earth a glorious mighty
name by the acts of his covenant-faithfulness (as the Lord, our

Lord). Ver. 2,
" Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings hast

* nsft cannot be imperf. which in a relative clause would be altogether without

Bense. If we derive it from
-jnj

then it must be the 3 sing, prset. with n fin. (comp.

ver. 7 rifiw instead of p) and apocopated
).

In this case is-N must point back to ?j.
"
Thy name, which has made thy glory above the heaven." This, however, is a very

forced idea. The simplest way is to point the word thus nsn (as Pual of nspi Jud. v. 11,

xi. 40, which corresponds well enough with the l-ripdri of tli'e LXX.), or, if it bethought

preferable, to point n:n in the sense habitare, from which rrsR "dwellings" is derived.

But the latter root did not belong to the Hebrew till after the captivity, while nsn, cele-

brare, is a primitive poetical expression.
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thou established a power for thee, because of thine adversaries, to

subdue the enemy, the avenger." It is not easy to say what the

poet had in his mind here. At first sight we might be tempted to

imagine a reference to some special case, in which a hostile warrior

had, by the weeping and lisping of a child, been moved to pity to-

wards its parents. But a definite case of this kind which the readers

of the psalm might have been able to call to mind without farther

description, does not occur in all the Old Testament / nor is it the

enemies of a man but the enemies of God that are spoken of
; and,

besides, the subsequent part of the psalm treats solely of the high

position which God hath assigned to man as such. We must, there-

fore find in ver. 2 a reference of a more universal kind. God has

on account of his enemies, for their subjugation, provided a power,
and that out of the mouth of weak sucklings ! By the enemies of

God we must understand the whole power opposed to God on the

earth, the kingdom of darkness, the kingdom of the serpent ; by
the power which God hath provided we are to understand the whole

of those preparations which God hath made or promised to make
for overcoming the darkness. What are the preparations of this

kind with which we are made acquainted in the Old Testament ?

Has God, perhaps, promised that he will at one time send hosts of

angels who shall trample on the serpent's head ? No
;
when his

object is to chastise sinful men, he places a cherub with a flaming
sword before the closed gate of paradise ; but when the future re-

demption from the bondage of the serpent, from death is spoken of,

then no mention is made of an angel, but the seed of the woman is

to bring the salvation, hence, though erroneously and hastily, she

fixes her hope on the boy that first comes from her womb
;
she has

now a man child, and thinks that with the seed of the woman she

has at the same time recovered the possession of the God whom she

had lost (left behind in paradise). And from this time forth, all

hope of salvation was turned towards the birth of the heirs of the

theocratic blessing, and on the preservation and protection of these

first-born. The original promise of the seed of the woman separates
itself into many branches

;
when a son is born to Lamech he calls

him Noah, for he hopes that he will bring comfort to men in their

troable and labour upon the earth which God has cursed (Gen. v.

29) ;
all the hope of Abraham is turned towards the birth of Isaac

a iid the preservation of his life, Isaac's hope rests upon Jacob ;
the

whole prospect of the future salvation always rests on such weak

beings ; upon the child which slumbers in a basket among the

sedges of the Nile, rested the salvation of Israel
; and, moreover,

David's entire faith rested on the seed, which was to be the Son of

God, and was to reign forever with God. (Conap. Hofuiann, Weis-

sag. u. Erfullung. part I. p. 195). This psalin then certainly suits
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no author better than David. The same royal singer, who in Psalm
ii. and ex. admired the Divine majesty of the seed promised to him,

is, in Psalm viii., lost in adoring wonder that God has selected a

lowly son of man as the instrument of his Divine conquests.

Sucklings, weak children, are the threads on which the hope of

Israel hangs. (How natural was it for the reflective reader already
here to carry out the antithesis

;
God has not told his people to

direct the eye of their hope to the appearances of angels, and to

hosts of angels).

The 4th verse of the 8th Psalm contains nothing that might
serve to confirm what is said in ver. 3

;
that the poet considers the

heaven as the work of God, can be no reason or proof that God has

chosen children to be the instruments of his power. We are there-

fore not entitled to give to -o the argumentative signification "for,"
but must render it as a syntactic particle by

"
when," so that ver. 4

forms an antecedent clause to ver. 5.
" When I look upon thy

heavens the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou

hast prepared ;
what (I must then exclaim) is man that thou are

mindful of him, and the son of man that thou visitest him." To
translate the words wiss n "how excellent is man," as Bohme and

Kuinoel do, is forbidden by the sense of fcis^ which, as is well known,

always designates man on the side of his weakness and frailty. The
whole passage is evidently rather an exclamation of adoring won-

der, that God, this mighty ruler of all heavens, should let himself

down to poor weak man, the suckling, and should give him so high
a rank. The words OISN n then, express the contrast between the

weakness of man and his high destination not, however, the re-

sult of the latter. The antithesis vaguely and generally implied

in ver. 2 that he who is enthroned in the heavens disdains not

the earth as the scene of his majesty is thus rendered more defi-

nite in vers. 3-5.

But the promised glory is at first only promised; it lies still in

the future
;
that it may soon be realized is the hope which the

Psalmist expresses in the 6th verse of the Psalm : tssto wier^:
DT^Ntt " thou hast made him to want a little of God." -en si^-

V; f

nifies
" to want," in Piel,

" to cause to want," so in Eccles. iv. 8,

" I cause my soul to want good." The rendering :

" Thou hast

made him a little less than God" is therefore, to say the least, arbi-

trary ;
nor does it suit the context, in which all emphasis is rather

laid upon this, that man, who is not " a little" but infinitely inferior

to God, is, notwithstanding, appointed to share with God in the do-

minion over the world. We are therefore to understand i not in

the comparative, but (as in Eccles. iv. 8) in the privative sense, and

e? not as significant of degree, but of time. For a little while must

man be deprived of God not God qua Jehovah, for it is purposely
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not VETO, but God qua Elohim, i. e., the contemplation and enjoy-

ment of the visible nearness of God in his glory as the Creator
;
but

the time conies when he shall be crowned with glory and honour,
and shall reign over all the creatures of God (vers. 6-9). Thus does

God make his name glorious on the earth (ver. 10).

The second difficulty in regard to fipaxv n now disappears of it-

self. We see that tssa is to be taken in the sense of time. But the

first difficulty, too namely, that Trap' dyyt'A,ov$- is not found in the

original Hebrew, is now easily removed. If we suppose this nap'

ayyiXovi; tobe also not in the Grreek text, theforce of the aryi/iin ."t

drawnfrom the citation remains still quite the same. The psalm
contains the idea that God who rules over all heavens has made the

salvation to rest precisely on the weak sons of men, and has destined

the sons of men to be the future lords of 7/Av kingdom. If also the

antithesis be not expressly stated, that it is not angels who are the

promised saviours and rulers, it is still clearly enough implied in the

train of thought which is pursued. The LXX. have actually put
this antithesis into the text, although not in the clearest manner

;

the writer of our epistle, who always cites from the LXX., could do

the same with all the more safety that the whole argumentative
force of the passage depends not at all upon those words which owe

their existence to an inaccurate rendering of the original. Nay, he

might do this with all the more reason, seeing that the translation

rrap' dyyeAovf, although inaccurate, is yet by no means without oc-

casion. The LXX. were induced to adopt it because the Hebrew
does not say :

" Thou (Jehovah) hast caused him to want T/>< >- t'r

a short time," but " Thou (Jehovah) hast caused him to want

Elohim." They thought that D^nV must denote a subject different

from Jehovah (or a plurality of such). And there is something
true in this, if we are not just justified in at once understanding
o-TrVK of the angels. Without doubt, however, err&j* denotes God in

a different point of view from mm. He is called Jehovah as t lie-

personal, living, free-willing, and hence, chiefly, as the faithful cove-

nant-God
; Elohim, on the other hand, as the adored, all-governing,

Creator and Lord of the worlds, in his creative majesty. The

Psalmist, therefore, would not, and could not, say : Jehovah, thou

hast caused man to want Thee; since God as Jehovah has never

withdrawn himself from men. But he might truly say : Jehovah,
thou hast made man to want the godhead the contemplation of

and intercourse with the world-governing godhead in its glory. The
idea which the LXX. have substituted for this :

" Thou hast made

him lower than the angels," evidently agrees with it substantially ;

for this is substantially wherein the SIIJH -rionty of the inhabitants of

heaven consists, that as they serenely fulfil the will of God, so they

enjoy the undisturbed vision of God, and intercourse with him.
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The gist of the argument, however, rests, as we have said, not on

Trap' ayytvloi^ ;
on the contrary, there follows in ver. 8 still another

inference such as does not presuppose any express mention of angels
at all in vers. 6, 7.

Ver. 8. The words and meaning are clear. When the author

draws the inference from the fact of all things having been (in

the way of promise) made subject to man, that nothing can be ex-

cepted he, thereby, suggests to every thinking and attentive reader

the special application, that the angels also will then be subject to

man.

Here this train of thought concludes. With the words vvv
<Je,

which must be regarded as belonging to ver. 9, an entirely new train

of thought begins, the design of which is to shew, in how far man
has been already invested with the glory and elevation above

the angels ascribed to him in Ps. viii., and in how far he has still

to expect this. At present, indeed, man as such, i. e., humanity,
has not yet attained to that elevation. Still, in the person of

Jesus, who (although the Son of Grod, and already in himself

higher than the angels, according to chap, i., yet) by his incarna-

tion has been made lower than the angels like to us, a first-fruits

of hnmanity is raised above the angels, But he is raised only
to draw all the rest after him

;
for it was necessary that he should

suffer, just in order that as a captain he might make many sons

partakers of his glory.

How then was it possible, that such a commentator as Bleek

should so entirely mistake and misunderstand a train of thought so

clear throughout ! He acknowledges (in p. 259) that "
it seems as

if the person whom we are to understand as meant by that man,
ver. 6, seq., were first designated in ver. 9," and yet denies that the

writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews has used the dvdpuTTog in ver.

6 in the general collective sense ! But, in truth, the opportunity
was too tempting of fastening upon our author, here again, a grossly

Rabbinical misunderstanding of a psalm. True, the writer says

not a single word of the Messiah in vers. 6, 7, but places in op-

position to the species angels to whom the OIK.
rj jweAA. is not to be

made subject, the species sons of man to whom (according to Ps.

viii. and Heb. ii. 10) it is to be made subject, and "
it seems" as if

the relation of Jesus to this general prophecy were first spoken of in

ver. 9 and yet, the author must have taken the eighth Psalm,

which is not Messianic, for a Messianic Psalm ! True, the expres-

sion ra-iiN TIB cannot, as Bleek himself acknowledges, be understood

with Kuinoel as pointing to the glory, but only as pointing to the

weakness and frailty of man, and CIN p as parallel with BIS can

only denote the " son of man" in his impotency and yet, the author

of the Epistle to the Hebrews cannot possibly have had understand-
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ing enough to find out this simple sense j but although
"

it seems"

that he first speaks of Christ in ver. 9, he must yet necessarily
have meant the Messiah by the pregnant term vlb$

however different this expression is from 6 vlbg rov

True, what is said in vers. 8-10, as we shall afterwards see, is al-

together inconsistent with this supposition which has nothing to

rest upon, and Bleek is there driven to an extremely forced inter-

pretation of the sense
;
but yet, the author of the Epistle to the

Hebrews must bear the charge of a Kabbinico-Messianic explana-
tion of the Psalms, which owes its existence solely to modern mis-

trust of the writers of the Bible.

What ground, then, can there be for departing from the simple

interpretation of the words as they stand ? Indeed, had the author

said,
" Not to the angels has he made the future kingdom subject

but to the Son; for one testifies," etc. then, Bleek might be right.

But the author has in chap. ii. entirely relinquished the comparison
of the angels with the Son as such, and purposely shews, from ver.

5 to ver. 18, that not merely the Son, as first-born and Messiah,
but that in him humanity as such is exalted above the angels,

and that therefore it was necessary that the Son of God should

become a member of humanity (vers. 16-18). We remain there-

fore firm and unshaken in the view, that, in vers. 6-8, not merely
in the sense of the Psalmist, but also in the sense of our author,
it is man or humanity that is spoken of and by no means the

Messiah.

In vers. 9, 10 there follows a new chain of thought consisting of

three links, a, Man as a whole is at present not yet exalted above

the angels. b, The man Jesus is, however, already exalted, and he is

exalted, c, as leader of the rest of humanity, for which he has

secured by his suffering the possibility of a like exaltation.

The first of these points needs no farther explanation either

grammatically or otherwise. The second, on the contrary, even

with respect to the construction, requires a more particular consid-

eration. Three constructions are possible. The first and most

natural is to take 'Irjaovv as object, ^Xa-rr^ivov as adjectival attri-

bute of 'Iqaovv and tarefavufievov as predicate to the object. Man
is not yet exalted

;
but we see Jesus who, indeed (although as first-

born already higher than the angels, yet through his incarnation)
was for a time made lower than the angels, already, on account of

his sufferings unto death, crowned with glory and honour. By the

being crowned is meant, of course, nothing else than the having all

things subject to him; he who is crowned is thereby set up as ruler.

And the glory and honour with which Jesus has been crowned is

just that in virtue of which, since his ascension, he now, not merely
as the Son of God, but rather also as the exalted son of man, excels
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the angels, and is the object of their adoration. In Phil. ii. 5-10

we have the best commentary on the passage before us. Before him

who once humbled himself to the death of the cross every knee now

bows, those who are in heaven and on earth, and he bears a name
which is above all names.

The adjectival attribute, however, iiXarr^ivov (3paxy rt, was

evidently necessary, because the author would make it plain that

he speaks here not of that glory and honour which Christ enjoyed

before his incarnation, as the first-born (chap, i.), but of the

honour which the incarnate, after having been humbled to the

condition of men, made subject to misery and death, has received

as the reward of his suffering unto death. Hence he designates

Jesus expressly, as him who like us was for a time made lower than

the angels.

The words dm TO Trddr^ia (as Olshausen also rightly observes) can-

not with Beza and Jac. Capellus be made grammatically dependent
on jyAaTTWjueVov, but only on KOTe^avu^wv. The question, however,

why tare^avw^Kvov does not stand as antithetical to r/Aarr. before Sid

TO Traded, finds its answer in the simple remark, that the emphasis
here does not rest on the antithesis between the humiliation and the

exaltation, but on that between the not yet exalted man and the

already exalted Jesus. 'Ea-e0avw^. is therefore antithetical with

ovnu .... v-noTETayniva, and must like viroTera-yfieva be placed at

the end.

Bleek, who construes the sentence in the same way, finds him-

self now in vers. 9, 10 involved in an evident perplexity, owing to

his erroneous interpretation of vers. 6, 7. He must admit that

mention is first made of the person of Jesus Christ in ver. 9, and

yet, according to his opinion, mention was already made in vers. 6-8

of 6 vibg rov dvdpunov. There remains for him, then, no other way
of escaping from this difficulty, but that of explaining vers. 6-8 of

the Messiah as promised, vers. 9, 10 of Jesus as the fulfiller of that

prophecy. The following is the meaning which he assigns to the

rerses before us : According to the promise all things are to be

made subject to the Messiah
;

all things are, however, not yet made

subject to the Messiah actually come, to Jesus (he has still enemies

and unbelievers on the earth). This seeming objection to the Mes-

siahship of Jesus the author now seeks to remove by saying, that

Jesus, although not yet exalted over all, is still in the meanwhile

crowned. Here, in the first place, the respected theologian contra-

dicts himself when he finds the historical person of Jesus mentioned

in the sentence vvv de, and not first in the sentence rbv dt ///la--.

(see his own interpretation p. 260), and when he finds an antithesis

between the avroj in the sentence vvv de and the foregoing avroj,

which can only be found between the vvv de . . . . av~ti and the TOP

VOL. VI. 22.
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de 'Iqaovv. In the second place, he completely loses sight of the

author's train of thought, which has nothing to do with the ques-
tion whether or not upon earth, among men, all have already sub-

jected themselves to Christ, but is solely occupied with the question
whether the dv6pu7ro<; (whoever this may be) is still lower than the

angels or has already been exalted above the angels. In the third

place, he takes for granted that there is an antithesis between the

vnordaoeiv avrti rd ndvra and the arztyavovv rbv 'I^aoDv, of which

there is not the slightest indication in the words.* In the fourth

place, we must expect to find as the conclusion, the assurance that

to Jesus who is already crowned, all things shall at some future time

be also actually made subject. Instead of this we find the conclusion,
that in Jesus and through him, many also of the rest of mm shull

attain to a participation in that glory and honour
; proving most

clearly that the author in vers. 6-8 had in view not the Messiah, but

man as such.

Other commentators differ from our explanation even in the con-

struction. Some take rbv 6e fjkarr. as object and 'lijaovv in app >!-

tion to it.
" But we see him who was for a little made lower than

the angels, namely Jesus, crowned," etc. Every one must see how
forced this is as a construction. But besides this, the meaning
which it yields would only be suitable, if by the drOpurros in vers.

6-8 might be understood the Messiah. But, even in this case, a

contradiction would arise, namely, with ver. 8, in which the av-ti

must also be understood of the Messiah. Thus something would be

affirmed of the Messiah in ver. 9 which is denied of him in ver. 8.

A third construction (Tholuck and others) makes vyAarr. the object,

'Irjoovv the predicate, and ta-e0. apposition to the predicate.
" We

see man made for a little while lower than the angels in Jesus who
has been crowned."f The whole passage would, according to this, be

an answer to the question where and in whose person are we to find

that humanity which is spoken of in vers. 6-8. But this interpre-
tation is impossible even in a grammatical point of view

;
the words

in order to have this meaning must run thus : 'Irjoovv rbv 6id, etc.

In general, however, the Greek would not express by a mere placing

together of two accusatives such a formally declared judgment, in

which by the predicate is expressed not the contents, but the com-

pass of the idea contained in the subject, in which an answer is

given not to the question what ? but to the question who ? "W u

should rather have expected the following : rbv 6e . . . rj^arri^nt-vov

* The idea which Bleek finds in this passage must have been expressed in Greek

thus : K.al Tip fii'v 'lijaov OVKU optj^fv TO. TTUVTU intOTtrrayftivQ. B/ve/royUi> 6e aiiTuv

tare<j>avu(4evov yovv 66^ Kal rifiy, nal ol6a/iev on u jypfaro 6 6tdf ravra Kal re/.tiuaei.

f Similarly Olshausen :

" We acknowledge Jesus who is crowned with honour and

glory to be that one who was made a little lower than the angels." This must havfc

been expressed thus: 'Iqauvv rbv did A. i
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on ^Irjaovg cart 6 did, etc., or rbv de . . . . j)Aarr. f3XeTrofj.ev

'Irjaovv elvai. But also, with respect to the sense thus obtained, the

justest doubts may be entertained. The proposition in ver. 8, that

man has not yet entered on the glory promised to him, would thus

in ver. 9 be not limited but reversed. For, if by that man who
was madefor a little lower than the angels spoken of from ver. 6 to

ver. 8, we are, according to Tholuck's explanation of ver. 9 to un-

derstand none other than Jesus, and according to ver. 9 Jesus is

already exalted, then it cannot be said in ver. 8 that man has not

yet been exalted.

Thus the simple explanation given above is confirmed on all

sides.

The author passes to the third link in the chain of thought in

the words : orrug %wpi? deov vrnp -rravrbg yevaqrai Qavdrov. There
are two points to be determined here, the one pertaining to the

reading, the other to the connexion of onus with what goes before.

The reading wavers between %apm deov and %upi(? deov. Theodoret,
Theodoras of Mopsuestia, and the Nestorians read %p^. And
Marius Mercator, Theophylact, and (Ecumenius put forth the charge
that this reading owed its existence entirely at first to the invention

of the Nestorians. Occasion was doubtless given for this charge, by
the manner in which the Nestorians availed themselves of this read-

ing in their doctrinal controversies with the Catholics. They un-

understood %upi<; deov as more exactly determining the subject
contained in yevarirai, and thus obtained the rather strange sense :

Jesus has tasted of death without his Godhead, i. e.
}
the Divine

part in him remained unaffected by his death. But, however, con-

venient this reading might be to those excellent critics, it by no

means owes its origin to the Nestorians. First, because the words

Xuplg deov
v-rrep navroq explained without prejudice and without arti-

fice, can yield no sense favourable to the Nestorians
; secondly, be-

cause two hundred years before Nestorius, the reading %ptf deov

was known to the ancient Church Father Origen. And not merely
known ! For he mentions the reading which stands opposed to it

as one to be found "in several manuscripts" (KV TIOIV
dvriypd^oig).

In his time then, the majority of the manuscripts had the reading

^wpiq. When, therefore, at a later period, Jerome says, vice versa,

of the reading absque Deo, that it occurs only in quibusdam exem-

plaribus, very little weight is to be attached to this, partly, because

the most eminent Latin Fathers, Ambrose, Fulgentius, Vigilius and

others, adopted the reading absque, partly, because it is not difficult

to understand how the more flat and easy reading %apm should have

come gradually to be preferred to the more difficult, and, on doc-

trinal grounds, suspected %wp/$\ This satisfactorily explains how it

should happen, that on to the 6th century to which our oldest MSS.



340 HEBREWS II. 9, 10.

extend, the ancient reading ^wpt? was almost entirely suppressed ;

hence it has been preserved only in the single cod. num. 53, in a

scholium to cod. 67, in a cod. of the Peshito, and in the Patristic

citations before referred to.

The same course was pursued in regard to the reading xupig as

has recently been pursued by Bleek
;

it was rejected on internal

grounds, and because it yielded no proper sense. But this very cir-

cumstance is a guarantee for its genuineness. The reading %dpirt is

certainly clear as water, most easily understood, and most futile,

nay unsuitable. Christ has, by the grace of God, tasted death for

all. That not merely the giving up to death together with its re-

sults, but that even the tasting of death should be traced to the

grace of God, has something startling in it. Still, it might be said,

that %opm Oeov refers only strictly to the words vrrep -navroc;. And
this is certainly worthy of being listened to. But still, the meaning
thus remains/M</7e, inasmuch as there was no necessity or occasion

whatever to mention in this context, in which the subject treated of

is the exaltation of man above the angels, that Christ was given up

through the grace of God
;
at least %dpin Oeov might be thrown

out of the text without producing any perceptible defect in the

train of thought. The reading, certainly, is easy, especially in

comparison with the other, from which even Bleek could extract no

suitable sense ;* nay, it lay quite at the hand of every copier who

thought for a moment how the offensive ^wptf might be suitably

recast.

The reading #wpt? Oeov is the more difficult, more significant,

more suitable. Certainly, if with Paulus in Heidelberg we explain

(jpt$- Oeov " forsaken of God," an idea arises which is out of place

here. But is it not evident, that %wpls Oeov is rather to be taken

along with vnep -rravros ? True, Bleek thinks that mzf denotes here

merely the human race, and that the author consequently cannot

have intended to say that Christ has tasted death for every being in

heaven and on earth with the single exception of God ; but he in-

tends merely to say, that Christ has tasted death for men. But if

the author intended to make this latter statement, why then did

he not write vnep Kavruv or vnep rravruv TUV dvOpuxuv ? Why did

he rather choose the enumerative singular
"
fur every one ?" (It is

self-evident that -navroq is not neuter, and cannot be translated by

universe). We find the best commentary on this passage in ver. 8

and in 1 Cor. xv. 27. In the latter passage we meet quite a similar

thought, quite a similar limitation to that which lies here in %wpt?

Oeov. At the resurrection, writes the apostle Paul in that passage,

all things shall be put under the feet of Jesus, -rravra yap v-Krafrv

* Olshausen also thinks that if the reading xupif be adopted, nothing remains but to

render the words "
in his state of being foraakeu by God."
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vrrb TOVS -nodaq avrov (a reference to Ps, viii., just as in the 8th verse

of our epistle). "Orav 6s d-ny, he continues, on ndvra v-noriraKrai,

drjXov on KKrbg rov vnordjavTog avr& ra TTavra. There was occasion for

the same restriction in our passage. In ver. 8 the writer had laid

emphasis on that very -rravra in Ps. viii., and thence proved, that ab-

solutely all things, the angels as well, should be made subject to

man. In a way quite analogous to this, he will now in ver. 9 shew,
that Christ by his death has reconciled absolutely all things, heaven

and earth. The same is said in Eph. i. 10, i. e., that side by side

with this capital and central fact in the human sphere, no other

analogous acts of God in the sphere of the angels can be placed ;

that, rather, all creatures, the angels likewise, participated in

the blessed fruits of the death of Jesus. And this he expresses

first, by again saying virep navrog, and then, inasmuch as he limits

this Travroq merely in reference to God, shews that the TTCLVTOC refers

to everything except God, consequently also to the angels. Christ

has tasted death for every one, God himself alone excepted.

It is quite evident, then, that the preposition vnep in this con-

text does not denote the vicarious satisfaction ;
for Christ has made

this only for sinners, for men and not for angels. "Ynep is here there-

fore to be rendered not " in the place of, instead of," but "
for, in

behalf of." The angels also, although they need no atonement,
have yet likewise enjoyed in their way the blessed fruits of the death

of Jesus. If, in general, their happiness consists in the adoring

contemplation of the majesty and love of God, then the contem-

plation of this most wonderful act of self-sacrificing love must

form the consummation of their bliss (comp. 1 Pet. i. 12). And if

there is joy among the angels over every sinner that repents, then

the death of Jesus, by which the way to repentance and conversion

has been opened for all sinners, must have been the fountain of a

sea of joy to the angels.

The second question to which we now pass is how the particle

OTTGX; is to be explained and construed. First of all, it is most

natural to take OTTW^ as dependent on Kors^av^vov but this seems

to give an idea which has no proper meaning. The crowning exalta-

tion of Christ took place in order that he might suffer death for all.

How is this possible, seeing that his death preceded his exaltation ?

The critics have therefore blindly sought in their own way to escape
the difficulty. Some have assigned to orrug a new signification ;

Erasmus, Kuinoel, and others, the signification of ware, Schleusner

that of postquam, which in a grammatical point of view, is absurd.

Others have had recourse to artificial constructions. Bengel and

Bohme, in a truly reckless manner make OTTCJ^ dependent on TyAarr.!

Grotius, Carpzov, Storr, and Bleek, on a short clause to be supplied

from the noun TraGia : b Ktradev. But all these artifices are unne-
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cessaiy. "Orro^ depends actually on ta-efyavuiiivov, can depend on

nothing else, and needs to depend on nothing else
;
for a meaning

perfectly good results when only (with Wetstein) the proper em-

phasis is given to the %upi<; 6eov vnep navro^. Christ was exalted

that he may have suffered death/or all with the single exception of
God. This is certainly not spoken with logical precision ; thus

spoken it would be : that the death which he has tasted, might be

for the benefit of all. This brevity, however, this condensation of

two small clauses into one, is extremely natural. So, for example,

might a teacher say to a youth who was going out for the first time

into the world :
" See that you remember my words and admonitions

also when you are away, that I may not have taken pains with you
in vain," i. e., that the pains which I have taken with you may not

be in vain. (Olshausen also substantially makes OTW$- dependent on

iorefawfiKvov :
" that he might be one who had tasted death for

all").

Jesus, then, must be exalted, in order that his death may be for

the benefit of all, of men and angels. So long as he was only the

crucified man Jesus, so long his death was indeed an objective vica-

rious death of atonement for guilt not his own, but it yielded no

real fruit either to men or angels. Not till the incarnate one was

exalted and glorified, and crowned King in heaven, did it become

possible for him to send the Holy Spirit, and thus to effect the ap-

propriation on the part of man of the salvation which had been

objectively wrought out, and therewith to bring joy to the angels
over the conversion of men.

In ver. 10 we have the third link in the chain of thought to

which the clause OTTO^, etc., has formed the transition, nay, which

was already implicitly contained in that clause. This part can

therefore be connected with the clause beginning with o7rf by
means of an explicative yap,

"
namely." Had this transition-clause

been wanting, then we must have expected 6e instead of yap. (Man
has not yet attained to the dominion ; Jesus, however, is already
crowned

;
but through him, the rest of mankind also are to be led

to glory). The author, however is not so fond of sharply distin-

guishing his thoughts from each other, as rather of making rhetorical

transitions from the one to the other.

With respect now to the construction of the tenth verse, it is

self-evident, a, that Z-npene yap avrui is the governing clause; b, that

the relative clause <5t' ov depends on avrui
; c, that the subject to

is formed through the infinitive reXettioai
; and d, that rbv

depends on reAetwaat as its object. The only doubtful

point is, whether the accusative ayaydvra, witli what belongs to it,

is accusative of the subject to TeXettiaai (consequently, together with

i. forms an ace. c. inf.), or is in apposition to the accusative
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of the object ap^yov. In the latter case, the word in apposition
would be placed before its principal word, in order that the latter

may receive all the greater emphasis (just as in ver. 9, the attribute

TjXaTTcofievov was placed first, and 'Irjaovv followed for the sake of the

emphasis).
That avrbg dt

1

ov, as subject of the verb reXei&aai, is different

from dpxqyog as the object of this rekei&aai, as also, that the dp^Tryog

is Christ, is self-evident
;
the avrbg 61? ov

is, therefore, God the

Father. If now, following the former construction, we render the

words thus (with Olshausen) : "it became him for whom and

through whom are all things, in bringing many to glory to make
the leader of their salvation perfect through suffering," then God
the Father is here the one to whom the action expressed by the aye.iv

belongs and this whole clause nokkovs vlovg dg dogav dyayovra receives

the place of a mere accessary limitation, to some extent a condi-

tional limitation. If God (thus we might explain the idea), if God
would bring many sons to glory, then must he make him whom he

has chosen as their captain, perfect through suffering. The em-

phasis rests here on the words dia Trad^aruv. That the suffering
was necessary is the kernel of the thought, all the rest serves only
for preparation. If again, following the other construction, we ren-

der the passage thus :

" For it became him for whom and through
whom, are all things to make the captain of their salvation perfect

through suffering, as one who should bring many sons to glory,"

then the emphasis here rests evidently on noXkovg vlovg dyayovra
and apxyyov. It is, however, precisely one of the peculiarities of

our author's style to place such principal clauses as it were in the

periphery of his sentences, and this of itself would suffice to give the

preference to this second construction. In addition to this, there is

the beautiful parallelism resulting from this construction between

the 'Iqaovv placed after, and the dp%rjy6v, in like manner placed
after. Moreover, the two ideas are thus placed antithetically to

each other : at present, Jesus alone is exalted
;
but he is exalted as

a leader of others. The train of thought, then, absolutely requires

that the emphasis in ver. 10 should rest upon this that through
Jesus the rest of mankind also attain to glory, consequently on the

end and result of the suffering of Jesus but not on the means, the

suffering itself. And how strong the emphasis which the author

lays upon that result he shews by giving a twofold expression to the

idea that through Jesus many attain to glory, first, in the words

7roAAot)f vlovg dyayovra, and then, in the word dpxrjyog . We are not,

therefore, at liberty to sink the clause rro/l/lovf viovg dyaycvra into a

mere accessary limitation, which, according to the former construc-

tion, would be unavoidable, but must necessarily give the preference

to the second construction. Ver. 10 is connected with ver. 9 as an
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explanation of it
; there, as we saw, all the stress lay on vr&p

in ver. 10, too, it must therefore be shewn how others also attain to

glory through Jesus. And the same idea is followed out also in ver.

11. It is shown in ver. 11 how the glory of Christ is participated
in by man, but not why it was necessary that Christ should suffer

in order to procure this glory.

We render the passage accordingly :

"
It became him for whom

and through whom all things subsist, to make perfect, through

suffering the captain of their salvation, as one who should bring

many sons unto glory." The idea that Christ could not be a first

fruits of others without suffering, finds its explanation in the pas-

sages John xvi. 7; xiv. 2, 3. Upenetv, as also fytiteiv, ver. 17, seems

to denote not a fatalistic necessity, but a necessity lying in the

nature of the thing, and therefore in God's own wise, world-govern-

ing will. That the Father is here designated by 6C ov TO, ndvra,

which is usually a term of designation for the Son (Rom. xi. 36
;

1 Cor. viii. 6; i ov is generally said of the Father) is explained

partly, by the paronomasia with <5i' ov, partly by this, that the

Father is here regarded not as the creator, but as the governor of

the world, through, and under, whose guidance the work of salvation

is accomplished.
In vers. 11-13, there follows a further train of thought which,

however, does, not stand along with the rest of the members in vers.

5-8, vers. 9, 10, vers. 14, 18_, as co-ordinate with them, but as sub-

ordinate to the member in vers. 9, 10 containing, namely, a mere

explanation of the idea in ver. 10 (that through the one Son, others

also should become sons). It is shewn in vers. 11-13, that already
in the Old Testament it is said, the Messiah shall receive his subjects

into his oivn relation of sonship with God. First of all, in ver. 11,

the proposition is thetically laid down that the dyidfav and the

dyiaZopevoi stand in the relation of brethren coming from one head

of a family. With respect now, first, to the meaning of the expres-
sion dyid^eiv, it denotes here not sanctification in the special sense,

as an effect of faith in the atonement, and as such different from

justification; but, just as little does it denote justification as such,
as was thought by many of the old Protestant commentators. The

expression dyid&tv denotes here, rather, the total change in their

relation to God which takes place in the members of the new cove-

nant, in opposition to the relation of the natural man to God. This

wide signification is explained by the sense and usage of the word

ayio<;. "Aytof is, in the first place, used in a dogmatico-metaphysical
sense of God. God is holy, because he is in himself the perfect one,

and the fountain of all good, also of all that is morally good as

corresponding to his own nature. God is further holy, in relation to

personal creatures, i. e. he is righteous; here dyios denotes the con-
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sistency of the divine dealings towards us with his nature. In the

second place, however, dyiot; is used in a historical sense of the

creature, and forms in this sense the antithesis to all that which by
sin has become estranged from God, separated from God, and

morally bad or essentially profane. Those things are holy, which

are withdrawn from the profane natural life, and devoted to the

service of God. Those persons are holy, who are withdrawn from

the sinfully-natural life, and are placed in a relation of grace and

redemption to God. Hence in the Old Testament the Israelites,

and in all the apostolical epistles the Christians, are called ol ayioi,

although they are by no means already sinless. Only, in the third

place, does ayiog come to denote (and in this case omoq is rather

used) the state of a personal creature who is absolutely free from

sin, or who has become free (1 Pet. i. 16). The dyid&iv in the pas-

sage under consideration is an instance of the second of these usages,
and denotes the total act by which Christ withdraws his own people
from the natural life of death, and places them in the sphere of a

new life which rests upon his atoning death, has its source in his

resurrection, consists in the appropriation of salvation through

repentance, faith, and renewal of life, and will at one time be per-

fected in sinlessness and glorification. The other and stricter signi-

fication of dyidZeiv, in which it denotes the special renewal of life

proceeding from faith (John xvii. 17
; comp. Heb. xii. 14) belongs

to the third usage of ayiog.

Who, now, is the elg, the common parent, in relation to whom
the dyid%wv} Christ, and the dyia&fievoi, the subjects of the Messiah's

kingdom are called brethren, i. e.
}
who is he whose sons Christians

become through the sanctifier ? Hunnius and Carpzov thought it

was Adam
; Bengel, Schmid, and Michaelis, that it was Abraham.

All these (as also Olshausen) found, accordingly, in ver. 11 the idea

expressed that the Son of God, as incarnate, has entered into a

relation of brother to men. Then is ver. 11 an answer to the ques-

tion, by what means has Christ made many to be sons? Ver. 10:

Christ, as leader, draws many sons after him, ver. 11 : for he has

become man, and therefore comes from the same common ancestor

with those who are sanctified. This interpretation is, meanwhile,

decidedly wrong. Not until ver. 14 does the author pass on to shew

that Christ, in order to raise us to a participation in his sonship

with God, must needs take part in our sonship with Adam. The

citations also in ver. 12 prove, as we shall see, not that it was neces-

sary for the Messiah to become man, but simply that the Messiah

should stand in the spiritual relation of a brother to the subjects of

his kingdom, that he should lift them up to his relation of oneness

with God. Finally, the designation of Christ here as the sanctifier,

and the sons as the sanctified, also shows that it is not the physical
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relationship which we, the sons of Adam, have from our birth on-

wards with Christ as the son of Mary, of David, of Abraham, of

Adam, that is here spoken of, but the spiritual relationship into

which we enter with him through our being sanctified. In ver. 11,

then, we are not told by what means Christ raises us to sonship
with God (namely: that for this end it was necessary that he should

become a son of man), but, rather, in this verse it is repeated by

way of explanation that Christ makes us his brethren, and as the

sanctified raises us to sonship with God. Thus, with the ancient

Greek commentatorsand Tholuck, we must explain the " one"* of God
the spiritual father, as of Christ, so also of those who are descended

from Christ. But it is, certainly, to this descent from Christ, not

to the " common origin from God" (Bleek) that the idea expressed
in the t ivog is to be referred, as appears of itself from what has

been just said.

It still remains to be observed on these words, viewed grammat-

ically, that TrovTKf along with re nai forms a pleonasm.
For which cause, etc. Because the Messiah is destined to enter

into the relation of a brother with the members of his kingdom, not

merely into that of a ruler over them i. e. to exalt them to a parti-

cipation in the sonship therefore, he is not ashamed already in the

Old Testament to call his subjects brethren, i. e. therefore does an

analogous relation appear also in the anointed one of the Old Tes-

tament. It is in this elegant rhetorical manner that our author

connects his proofs from the Old Testament ver.s. 12, 13 with the

thesis ver. 11. From what is said in ver. 11 it becomes intelligible

how, already in the Old Testament, such passages' as Ps. xxii. 22

could occur. There lies therefore, of course, in these Old Testament

passages at the same time, vice versa, a testimony to the truth of

what is said in ver. 11. This is plain ty the aim of the author, to

prove by these citations that even in statements of the Old Testa-

ment this relation of brother to the members of his kingdom, this

calling to exalt them to the place of children, is attributed to the

expected Messiah.

The great majority of commentators have not rightly apprehended
the bearing of the llth verse, and hence have nut known what rightly

to make of the citations, vers. 12, 13. We say nothing of the in-

sipid view of those who, as soon as they come upon an Old Testa-

ment citation, iguorantly presuppose that the author's design was

to prove that Jesus of Nazareth is the .Mi-ssiah, and who then

imagine they have done something wonderful when they show that

the passage citfd contains " no direct prophecy pointing to Christ."

It is nowhere the aim of the author throughout the entire epistle to

* Calvin is for taking ivvf as the neuter and supplying yivovf. This is, grammati-

cally, not possible.
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prove that Jesus is the Messiah
;

this he presupposes, chap. i. 1-3,
as an acknowledged fact on the part of his readers. Those again

may be said relatively to have best apprehended these citations, who
think their design is to prove that, even according to the statements

of the Old Testament, it was necessary that the Messiah should be-

come man. We know, indeed, that according to the plain words of

the author in ver. 11 this also cannot be right. Not that the Mes-

siah, the Son of God must of necessity become man, not that the

incarnation was the means of exalting the rest of men to the place
of children, is what would here be proved from the Old Testament,

this means is first spoken of at ver. 14, but that even in the Old

Testament, it was reckoned as a part of the calling of the Messiah,
i. e. the Anointed, the theocratical king, that he should not merely
rule over his subjects from above, but in brotherly ministerial love

lift them up to the same closefilialfellowship with God in which he

himself stood as the anointed of God.

On the erroneous supposition that ver. 2 is intended to prove the

necessity of the incarnation, of the Messiah's becoming a child of

Adam, the three citations have been interpreted in the following
manner. In Ps. xxii. 22, David the king is not ashamed to remem-
ber that his subjects are at the same time his brethren, by virtue of

their physical descent from Adain or Abraham. Now, as the first

David was a type of the second David, there must also exist in the

case of the latter a basis of physical brotherhood with men. (So
also Olshausen). But, in the first place, David wrote that psalm
not as the king, but as a fugitive from Saul (see infra) ;

and secondly,
from the fact- that David mentions a physical relation as subsisting
between him and his subjects, it cannot be inferred that this rela-

tion belonged essentially to his character as anointed of the Lord,
and must therefore repeat itself in the second David. With equal

justice might it be said, that because David in the 51st Psalm
laments that he was conceived in sin, the second David must needs

also have been conceived in sin. The second passage is supposed to

be taken from Is. viii. 18. Isaiah in his character as a prophet says,

that he puts his trust in God, and therefore retains the conscious-

ness that although he is a messenger of God to the people of Israel,

he is still at the same time a member of this people, and has to ex-

ercise faith in his own prophecy. Consequently, Christ also, the

absolute prophet, must be a member of humanity to which he was

sent. But it is the manner of all prophets to speak at the same

time as men, and one might perceive in this a trace of their relative

and imperfect character, and be led to an inference precisely the re-

verse, namely, that the absolute prophet must needs have been a

prophet in the pure sense of the word, and not at the same time one

of those to whom he was sent. If, therefore, these citations are to
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be understood in this sense, the force of argument which they con-

tain appears feeble indeed. (On the third citation which, indeed,

has been the best understood, see below).
We now corne to look at these citations from quite a different

point of view. If our explanation of ver. 11 is right, then the

author intends to prove by the citations in ver. 12, seq., not that

the Messiah must needs have taken part in our relation of sonship
to Adam, but that it belongs to the calling of the Messiah to raise

the subjects of his kingdom to his own Messianic relation of sonship

to God, to that close union and fellowship of grace with God in

which he stands as the anointed of God. Let us now see whether

the citations in reality prove this.

The first is the passage in Psalm xxii. 22. It is well known that

this psalm was ascribed by tradition to David, and was regarded as

typical by the early Christian Church. From the place which it

occupies in the first book of the Psalms of David it appears, accord-

ing to Delitzsch's excellent investigations (Symbolae ad Psalmos il-

lustrandos), that this psalm was included in the collection appointed

by David himself (comp. 2 Chron. xxiii. 18 with Psalm Ixxii. 28).

The situation, too, which is described in Ps. xxii., under the figure

of a circle composed of destructive wild beasts and wicked men,

applies to no one more fitly than to David when Saul persecuted

him, hunted him from cave to cave, and from one hiding place to

another, and surrounded on every side the mountain which he fre-

quented. It is, however, not a mere individual trust in God which

David expresses in the psalm ;
he was through Samuel anointed of

God to be king, he had the promise of the throne, and on his faith

in this promise did that confidence rest. When, now, the apostles

find in those sufferings of David and his deliverance out of them,
a type of the sufferings and the resurrection of the second David,
this is not mere caprice on their part, but a thing for which they
have ample warrant. The conflict of Jesus with his enemies was,

throughout, and in the closest manner, parallel to David's conflict with

Saul. There, as here, we see, on the one hand, the man after God's

heart, the anointed of God, who knows that he, although chosen to

attain to glory and to establish his kingdom, will, despised, and

alone, receive the exaltation from the hand of God
; there, as here,

stands, on the other hand, the possessor of worldly power, who
fears with groundless suspicion lest the anointed of God should seek

to cast him down from his power with the weapons of rebellion.

But to this was to be added, that this relation was first developed
in Jesus in that absolute purity and perfection which it as yet wanted

in David. David, although he shrunk from laying his hand on Saul,

had yet gathered around him a band of fighting men, Jesus had

only humble fishermen and publicans. Thus the conflict which is
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pourtrayed in Psalm xxii. had reached only a typical, inadequate de-

velopment in David
;
what David sings in that psalm first found its

full truth in the second David. And when, moreover, our Lord
himself in his anguish on the cross actually acknowledged the open-

ing words of the 22d Psalm as containing the most perfect expres-
sion of his situation, how can critics, shutting their eyes against the

light of day, still deny that the psalm expresses a relation which in

itself was a prophecy in act pointing to Christ ?

The suffering Messiah of the Old Testament, then, in that psalm

expresses the resolution in the midst of his affliction that if God
should save and exalt him in other words place him on the promised
throne and make him king he will declare to his brethren the

faithfulness of the Lord, and will also raise them up to such a knowl-

edge of God, and such an assurance of their gracious relation to

him, as that they too should praise the Lord with him. He calls

his future subjects brethren, not from regard to their being descended

from Abraham in common with him,, which would be too jejune a

meaning, but it is the feeling of royal love that teaches him to regard
his future subjects as brethren, and plants so deep in his heart the

care for their salvation, for their growth in the knowledge of God.

Herein, evidently, lies the significance of the declaration, that David

regards his future royal vocation as a ministerial one, that he counts

it as belonging to his future duties as king, not merely to rule over

his subjects outwardly as a caliph, but as one truly anointed of God
to lead them into that relation of nearness to God in which he him-

self stands, and on account of which he, the man after God's heart,

has been anointed to be the Messiah of Israel. If, now, the first,

the imperfect David, held it as an essential part of his Messianic

calling to love his subjects as brethren in God, to care for the salva-

tion of their souls, and to lift them up to his own relation of sonship

to God how could the second, the perfect, David be inferior to

him in this ? No ! the inference was certainly altogether logical

and warranted : if, already, the anointed of the Old Testament

was not ashamed to regard his subjects in such a sense as brethren,

BO much the more will it be the part of the New Testament Mes-

siah, to raise the subjects of the Messianic kingdom of the New
Testament Israel to that relation of sonship with God in which he

stands, and to make them sons.

The second citation is generally supposed to be taken from

Isaiah viii. 17
;
the third is the passage in Isaiah viii. 18, conse-

quently, the immediate continuation of ver. 17. If, however, the

second citation was really from Isaiah viii. 17, it must with reason

appear strange, that our author should by a nal ndXiv separate from

each other these two verses which, although containing two different

elements of thought, would still have formed but one citation (just
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as in chap. i. 8, 9). The KOI rrdXiv compels us to look for the second

citation in another place than immediately before the third. In-

deed the words f? >nvy> (LXX. KCU 7renoi6u$ Koopai t-' avrw) are to

be found not merely in Isaiah viii. 17 but also in 2 Sam. xxii. 3, and,

already the older commentators, and among more recent theolo-

gians, Tischendorf, have recently traced our citation to its original

source.

And, indeed, it is only in the connexion to be found in 2 Sain.

xxii. 3, that the words cited involve the proof which, according to the

context, we must expect to find in them. Isaiah, after having, in

chap. vii. 1-8, chap, viii., communicated Divine revelations concern-

ing the nearer (chap, viii.) and more remote (chap, vii.) destinies of

Judah, begins a hortatory address with the 9th verse of the 8th

chapter, a sermon as it were on the text given in chap. vii. 1-8, viii.

"
Kage ye people, and be broken in pieces 1" he exclaims

;
he sees

in the spirit one kingdom falling down upon another and one after

another destroyed ;
he fears not this, however; Jehovah alone is to

be feared, Jehovah alone is to be trusted in. His people dreads

other powers and trusts in other helpers ;
but Isaiah " trusts in the

Lord." The first person sing, (on which our author by means of an

yw lays emphasis) stands there merely in opposition to the contem-

poraries of Isaiah, who had set their trust on something earthly.

How, now, from the fact that Isaiah was more believing than his

fellow-countrymen, can the inference be drawn that the Messiah

shall exalt his subjects to the relation of brotherhood with himself.

and of sonship with God ?

In 2 Sam. xxii., on the contrary, we have a song which David

sang when God had preserved Mmfrom Saul. Ver. 1. There David

declares that Jehovah had been his shield and had covered him.

(How naturally, according to the ordinary association of ideas, must
our author have been led from the prayer of petition in Ps. xxii. to

the corresponding prayer of thanksgiving in 2 Sara, xxii.)! When,
now, David says in this connexion : "I trust (also farther) in him"
the tyoi here has its antithesis, not in the unbelievers, but in

Jehovah
;
the anointed of God in these words enters into a close

union with God
;
he expresses the feeling of the purest sonship to

God
;

it is God who has anointed him, and in whom he has trusted

in the extremity of need, who as a faithful father has extricated

him, in whom he will henceforth also rest all his hope. The subject

of Ps. xxii. was David's relation to his subjects, that of 2 Sam. xxii.

is David's relation to God. We thus see how these two citations

are connected together, supplement each other, and only when taken

together form the entire proof, just as in the first chapter, vers. 8, 9

and vers. 10-13 formed the two connected members of one argu-
ment. Let it be remembered, that in chap. i. 8, 9 it was shewn
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that the Messianic salvation must needs come through a human
ruler and not through an angel, and in vers. 10-13 that the Mes-
sianic salvation was to be brought about and accomplished immedi-

ately by God and not through angels. Here also, in like manner,
we find two propositions similarly related to each other : a, the

anointed of God must raise his subjects to his own position of faith

and grace, must educate them so that they shall stand in the same
relation to God as he does, and b, the anointed of God stands in

the relation of closest unity with God. Or, more shortly, and pre-

cisely : the Messiah makes his subjects to be his brethren (his fellows

in as far as respects the relation to God); he himself, however, is the

child of God. The Ergo is easily supplied : he makes his subjects
to be children of God, viol. Here, again, it is not words but ideas

on which the force of the reasoning rests.

As in chap. i. 6, in addition to the passages cited to prove that

the Son has received a more excellent name than the angels, other

passages are at the same time brought forward which say nothing
more of this name, but in which the description of the Messianic

salvation is continued, so, here also, in the course of the 13th verse,
to the two citations in which it is shewn that the Messiah raises his

subjects to the place of brethren and partners with him in his son-

ship,* a third is added in which nothing further is said specially on
this point, but in which a new independent proof is adduced of the

principal proposition in ver. 10, that the Messiah makes his people to

be children. The third citation is taken from Is. viii. 18. Just as

it was natural for the author to pass from the 22d Psalm, to the cor-

responding prayer of thanksgiving in 2 Sam. xxii., so naturally must
the passage 2 Sam. xxii. 3 have brought to his mind the parallel

passage in Is. viii. 17, and thus led him to Is. viii. 18. We must

again carefully consider this passage in its connexion, in order

rightly to understand it. Ahaz, immediately after his accession to

the throne, being threatened by Ephraim and Syria, despises the

offered help of the Lord (vii. 11, seq.), and relies on the help of the

Assyrians. The rebuke is addressed to him ver. 13, seq. : house

of David, why dost thou offend God ? Behold, maid (0 woman),
thou shalt have yet to conceive (the well-known symbol of an afflic-

tion which is necessary in order to a salvation), and shalt come

through suffering to bear a son whom thou shalt call
" God with us"

(the promised second David). God, then, will bring the self-

trusting house of David by means of afflictions to this that it will

feel as a woman, as a maid
;
then first is it capable of bearing the

promised one, when in humility it places itself in a receptive relation

* Nothing of course is said here of the eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ. To a par-

ticipation in that eternal Sonship none of the sanctified are exalted
; they are, however,

exalted to a participation in that Sonship spoken of in ver. 10, i. e., the Sonship com-

monly so called.
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to God.* For, before the time arrives when the promised one can

as a grown up man bring the Messianic salvation, Judea shall be

laid waste (ver. 15, comp. ver. 22). An unprecedented calamity
shall first befall both kingdoms, Ephraim and Judah (ver. 17), be-

fore the promised period of glory, and that from the same Assyrian

power on which the foolish Ahaz relied for help (vers. 18 and 20).

After this revelation had been made to Ahaz, Isaiah receives the

command from God to write upon a roll the symbolical name
" haste

to the spoil, speed to the prey." He does this taking two men as

witnesses. After this, he begets a child, when the child is bom it

is a boy, and he receives the command to give to this boy the name
" haste to the spoil, speed to the prey ;" the boy was to be a living
witness and pledge, that the prophecy given to Isaiah nine months
before would in its first part (that Samaria and Damascus should be

laid waste by the Assyrians) be soon fulfilled (ver. 4); with like cer-

tainty, also, would the other part be fulfilled, that Judah should be

oppressed by the Euphratean power (which must here still be re-

garded as the "
Assyrian," as it was first under Hezekiah revealed to

the prophet that Babylon should take the place of Assyria). That
the prophet, immediately after having written on the roll, goes in to

the prophetess, leaves us to conclude that he did this according to

Divine direction. Thus we have here a series of signs, of which one

always points to the other. His writing on the roll is a sign that a

boy should be born to him, to whom he is to assign that name writ-

ten on the roll. That the boy is in reality born, and receives that

name, is a sign that Samaria and Damascus are to be laid waste by
the Assyrians ;

the overthrow of Samaria is a sign that the after

part of the threatening also, chap. vii. 17J that concerning Judah,
shall be fulfilled, and with this the coming of the promised Son of

David rendered possible.

The " haste to the spoil, speed to the prey" was, however, not

the first son of Isaiah who bore a symbolical prophetical name. In

chap. vii. 3 it is purposely mentioned that already an older boy
existed with such a name, the "

Shearjashub." The younger son

was a living prophecy of the judgments which were to come upon
Juda

;
the elder, a living prophecy of the future salvation, of the

conversion in which these judgments were to issue (comp. Is. x. 21).

But it is not merely on the existence of these sons who were pro-

phetic in their names that Isaiah, in his address viii. 18, rests that

trust which bears him up amid all the agitations of the people, for

he goes on to say,
" Behold I and the children whom thou hast

given me." In like manner as his trust rests upon his sons does it

rest also upon himself. His sons give him faith and hope by the

* Wo see then the house of David, purified by affliction, matured in the person of

the Virgin Mary to a purely womanly receptivity for the promised salvation.
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names which they bear
;
in himself, also, it must be the name which

he has received from his parents, and which appears to him in con-

nexion with the names of his sons to be significant and consolatory.
He is called

" Jehovah's salvation," and, as David in his character

as the anointed king was a type of the New Testament king, so is

Isaiah, as the anointed prophet and servant of God, a type of the

New Testament Messiah, the Saviour; Isaiah is the Saviour of the

Old Testament as David was the Messiah of the Old Testament.

That not he alone, however, but that he, together with his sons, forms
the type of Christ this is important to our author. The sons of

Isaiah were certainly not merely living pledges that the "
salvation

of Jehovah" would at one time come after
"
calamity" and " con-

version ;" but the future salvation was also typified in this father

together with his sons. Certainly, however, there must be added to

this the other element that the children of Isaiah in their charac-

ter as pledges (personal living prophecies.) were with him received

into the prophetical calling of theirfather, into the dignity of the

prophetical office; in other words, that they were not merely chil-

dren of a prophet (of a man who was besides a prophet), but pro-

phetical children, or that their relation to their father as children

was itself a prophetical relation. And the Isaiah of the New
Testament, the Saviour, the Joshua (n^p? and sw^n? are synony-

mous), must not be inferior to him in this : was the one not merely
a prophet in word, neither must the other be so

;
did the one beget

children which like their father were prophets, then must the other

also beget children who, like him, stand in a Messianic union of

grace with God.

Thus the three citations do in reality prove exactly what they

ought to prove. It belongs to the calling of the Messiah to raise

others to a participation in his sonship.

Vers. 14^18. Our author now passes to a new application of the

idea, closely connected, however, with the third of the citations

which we have just been considering. He had, a, laid down in ver.

5 the thesis, that the place of ruler in the future kingdom of God
is assigned not to the angels (but to man); he had, b, shewn in vers.

6-8, that even in the Old Testament this place is promised to the

family of man
;
he had, c, observed in vers. 9, 10, that as yet indeed

Jesus alone had been exalted to the glory, but it is only as the first-

fruits and as leader to bring many sons after him
;
and here, by

way of appendix, he had in vers. 11-13 called to mind how, already,

the Old Testament considers it as a part of the Messiah's office to

lift up the members of his kingdom to the same relation of grace

and unity in which he stands to God. Now, however, in ver. 14 he

begins to shew, that as means to this end the exaltation of man to

the rank of sons of God and this glory it was necessary that the

VOL. VI. 23
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Son of God should come down to be a son of man, a son of Adam.
As in vers. 9, 10 he affirmed, that the (already present, as it were

already perfected) Messiah must needs suffer in order to make others

to be sons, so in vers. 14-18 he shews that it was necessary the Son

of God should become man in order to become the Messiah.

The proof of this which he adduces connects itself so naturally

with the third of the preceding citations, that ver. 14 just presents

the same idea as is contained in that citation, only in another point

of view. In ver. 13 the principal tiling was to shew, that to the

office of the Old Testament n^? 11

. belonged not merely tit* >'{'<:,/,/</

of words but also the begetting of children; in ver. 14 he lays si ivss

on this that those children must also be actually born, in order to

be living prophecies ;
in ver. 13 he shews, that the children of

Isaiah hadpart in the prophetical spiritual calling of their father,

in ver. 14, that that participation was rendered jwssible by the ac-

tualbirth of those children. And that this new application of the pas-

sage is warranted, appears already from the interpretation we have

given of it above. The mere uttering or writing down of the

words "
Shcarjashub, Mahershalal-hashba/" was as yet no sign, no

testimony, no prophetical ratification of the deliverance
;
the gra-

cious sign imparted to the prophet, and through him to the people,
was only then given when God act milly ,sr>/ these children to him,
when they actually came into the world, when they partook o/'/A.vA

and blood (for these words contain the antithesis to the mere giving
of the names). It- must not, however, be thought that our author

avails himself of this view of the case as containing properly a

proof, that it was necessary the Son of God should be born as man.

He could not mean this, for that case contains no such proof. For,
it is not with the children of Isaiah, but with the father Isaiah

himself, that Jesus is represented as parallel. He had, however, no

such argument in his mind. Even the met docs not express properly
a causal relation, but serves only to introduce that parallel which

the author himself by adding the word Trapanfy-iius
"

in a similar

way" has denoted as one which does not hold fully and in < "
///

point of view. Indeed, he makes use of the citation in ver. 13 not

as a proof of the idea contained in vers. 14-18 (he never applies one

and the same citation to prove two different trains of thought), but

merely by way of transition. According to that passage, it was

necessary that the children should be actually born, and we perceive
a relation in some measure analogous to this in Jesus

;
he also has

assumed flesh and blood, he, in order to make us partakers in his

sonship to God, has first taken part in our sonship to Adam. This

new thesis is laid down, and it is not proved from Is. viii. 18, but

that citation only served as a transition to it introduced in the ele-

gant manner peculiar to the author. The proof follows in the sen-
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tence beginning with, tva
}
and then in ver. 16. 2ap KOI al\ia

designates the human nature in opposition to the incorporeal un-

created God (comp. Matth. xvi. 17 ;
G-al. i. 16) not the body in

opposition to the soul, nor the mortal body in opposition to the

glorified (Grotius, Tholuck) an antithesis which could not be urged
in this context.

That through death, etc. The author now proceeds to specify the

internal ground upon which the thesis rests. That which stands in

the way of our becoming sons of God, and which must first be

removed, is death, or as the author here more specially describes

it the being subject to the kingdom of darkness and the prince of

this kingdom, who has the power of death. This bondage of death

could be removed only by our guilt being atoned for through the

sacrificial death of Christ. In order to this, however, it was neces-

sary that he should become a member of that humanity which took

its rise from the first Adam.
So much in reference to the train of thought in general. To

come to particulars, tcarapjelv is an expression frequently used by
Paul, but occurring elsewhere in the New Testament only in Luke
xiii. 7, and in our passage (but also in the profane writers). It is

equivalent to depjov rroielv to render ineffective, to deprive of efficacy.

The author certainly might have expressed his meaning thus : Iva

did rov Qavdrov rbv ddvarov KaTapy/jaq, But he has, with good rea-

son, avoided doing so. For Jesus by his death has not freed us

from death, absolutely, and in every respect ;
the death of the body

still remains, but its sting has been taken away ;
it is no longer a

judgment before which conscience trembles and which keeps men in

incessant fear
;

to the Christian the death of the body is rather

only a deliverance from the "
body of this death" (Rom. vii. 24), a

final putting off of the last remnant of the old Adam with which

we have still to contend, in other words, the completion of sauctifi-

cation, for, as the, Heidelberg catechism so admirably expresses it in

the 42d question :
" Our death is not a payment for our sin, but

only a dying to sin, and an entrance on life eternal." Therefore

the author speaks not of a taking away of death absolutely, but

only of a cessation of the power of death. In the words tcpdrog rov

davdrov the genitive is not the gen. objecti (" power to kill"), for

Kpdros never denotes a mere facultas
;

it is the gen. subjecti. It is

the power which death exercises over us, the violence which it offers

to us. The best explanation of this is to be found in ver. 15, the

consideration of which we shall here anticipate. Christ has deliv-

ered those who through fear of death were, i. e., shewed them-

selves, to be all their life time subject to bondage. The man who,

however well he might ward off repentance and the knowledge of

sin, and by this pretended self-righteousness keep his conscience at
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rest, yet, when the thought of death comes home to him, cannot

divest his mind of anxiety, testifies by this very anxiety these

irrepressible stirrings of conscience in the prospect of death that

he is guilty, and that as yet he can lay no claim to freedom from

the power of death.

But the author is not satisfied with saying merely that Christ

has rendered ineffectual the power of death; he goes a step farther

back and says : Christ has rendered ineffective him who had this

power of death over us the devil who held this power as an in-

strument in his own hands, and made use of it as a means to van-

quish us. The time is now happily gone by when it was customary
to explain away the Satan of whom we read in the Bible, by chang-

ing him into an "
evil principle." An "

evil principle" implies in

itself nothing less than an absurdity. The very essence of evil cr n-

sists in the absence of principle, in a contradiction to principle. If

the idea of an "
evil principle" were conceivable, then might it also

be conceived that God was evil ! But evil is only conceivable as a

perverted selfish quality of the will of the personal creature, to be

accounted for by the formal freedom of this creature ;
evil as such

has no existence (nullam habet substantiam), but we give the name
of evil to the quality of that creature-will which, in opposition to

God's will, and to man's own inner nature, refuses to stand in a

receptive relation towards God, and will be its own independent

lord, its own God. (Hence, also, evil is not a mere negation of good,
but its direct, positive opposite). Now, we learn from the Scrip-

tures that this evil quality of the will is to be found not merely in

the human race, but also in the sphere of that other class of per-

sonal creatures, the angels, only with this difference, that because,

in the angels, sin cannot be divided into sins of pride, and sins of

the flesh, which strive against each other, and because it cannot be

driven out of the centre of the soul into a circumference, the rrdp!-,

the fallen angels are sunk irrecoverably into corruption. The
sinful man is in his corruption half beast and half devil, the fallen

angel is all devil. Farther, it is evident, that as the sinful man de-

votes his spiritual and corporeal powers and capacities to the service

of sin, so the fallen angels, subject to the permission of God, spend
the energies with which as creatures they are endowed, and employ
their greater freedom from the restraints of body and space, in the

service of sin.

Experience fully corresponds to what we learn on this subject

from revelation. It is manifest in the history of the kingdom of

God, that that kingdom has to contend not merely with individual

weakness, or with the wickedness of individual men, but with great

anti-Christian powers (Eph. vi. 12), to which the men who are en-

gaged in their service are for the most part related merely as blind
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instruments. The workman, who lets himself be persuaded to join
in a rebellion through the false representations of insurrectionary

communists, commits knowingly only the sin of covetousness and of

disobedience to the law
;
the citizen who allows himself to be drawn

by the prevailing spirit of the time into unlawful actions, commits

only the unconscious sin of folly ;
neither the one nor the other has

discovered the great plot against the kingdom of God which they
are helping to advance

; nay, they are often surprised when they see

the fruits which ripen on the field that has been wrought by them.

The blinded man often aims at the very opposite of that which the

prince of darkness, whose instrument he is, strives and manages to

accomplish by him ;
in the hands of that prince of this world, par-

ties professedly opposed to him often unwillingly help forward

the same cause, and bring about the same victory. In short,

there is actually a providence of evil, only relative, it is true, and

in the end always subject to the absolute providence of God, which,

however, stretches far beyond the conscious aims of its human in-

struments.

Now, the man who has not attained to freedom in Christ, or has

fallen back from this freedom into the bondage of sin and death, is

not merely a slave of his individual sins and sinful infirmities, but

becomes, at the same time, a slave and tool of the prince of dark-

ness
;
he has a price at which he is saleable, and for which the

wicked one gets possession of him. He becomes a slave of that

power which is at once a seducing, a conscience-accusing, and a cor-

rupting power (corrupting the body as well as the soul, destroying

all happiness, recompensing with poison and death). It is the prince

of darkness who holds in his hands the power which death exercises

over us
;
who employs the power of spiritual death, of sin, to make

man his tool
;
who employs the power of bodily death to spread

death and murder and destruction ;
who employs the power of guilt

to accuse us before God, and, above all, before ourselves, to rob us

of rest, to quench in us the hope of the possibility of grace ; who

insultingly rejoices to see us condemned before the judgment seat

of God. He has, indeed (as Anselm of Canterbury has already

shewn in opposition to a false theory of his time), no legitimate claim

as the seducer to the possession of the seduced
;
but he exercises a

real objective power over those who, through their own sin, have

surrendered themselves to his power. From him must the Messiah

redeem men and he shewed that he acknowledged the guilt in the

manner in ivhich he removed it. Men seek to redeem themselves,

either by not at all acknowledging the guilt and the necessity of a

real atonement for the sin, but by trifling away and disowning this

last remnant of truth in the sinner the deposition of an evil con-

science and thus putting a self-invented idol in the place of the
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holy God
; or, they seek to do this by acknowledging the necessity

of an atonement, but setting themselves at the same time to effect

this atonement by external works which they regard as meritorious,

but which have no foundation to rest on. Christ, by giving himself

up to death, has acknowledged the guilt and truly atoned for it; he

has, in one act, atoned for the sinner and judged the sin.

The 15th verse has already been explained above. Something

only remains to be said on the words TOUTOV^, oaoi. TOVTOV$ does not

point backward (as if it were intended to express an antithesis to

rfm/3oAof : Christ has taken the power from, the devil, but these

scil. men he has set free); it evidently points forward to OCTO/.,

and is almost equivalent to " those who." "Oooi
} however, is of

course not to be taken in a restrictive sense, as if it were denied

that all needed this deliverance, but in a comprehensive sense :

" but those who were always subjects," = " as many as" quotquot.
'Oooi is similarly used in Acts xiii. 48. The meaning of that

passage is : of the Jews (who also were ordained of God to the

salvation in Christ) only a small number believed
;
but of the Gen-

tiles, as many as were ordained to salvation believed, i. e.
}
a great

number.

Ver. 16. To the internal proofderived from the nature of things,

the author now in accordance with his former procedure adds a

proof taken from the Old Testament. But it was not necessary
here that he should cite a particular passage, it was enough to allude

to a generally known fact of the Old Testament. God has assisted

not the angels but the seed of Abraham.* By .means of an explica-
tive yap, this idea is added as a further explanation of the clause

beginning with iva, etc. The force of the proof lies precisely in

the generality of the idea. On the part of the human race there

is the need of redemption, but also the capability of being re-

deemed
;
the good angels need no Saviour, the fallen are incapable

of being saved (because they are not merely slaves of sin, but wicked

rulers in the kingdom of death). But the author, in giving expres-
sion to the antithesis evidently implied in OVK dyyeAwv, shews that

his object in the 16th verse is not merely to prove positively that

the Messiah must of necessity become man, but, returning to the

pointfrom which he set out iii ver. 5, that not the angels but man has

been chosen to be exalted through the Messiah to that glory and

honour described in vers. 8 and 10, and from tliis the inference is

then indirectly drawn (in ver. 17) that the Son of God must become

man not angel.
* The Church Fathers and the theologians of the 16th and 17th centuries supplied a

<f>vaiv to the genitive, and rendered thus: " he has not assumed the nature of angels, but

that of the seed of Abraham." Castellio was the first to oppose this monstrous interpre-

tation
;
after him the Socinians and Arminiaus. Since 1650 the right interpretation has

been the general one.
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Seed of Abraham denotes in itself not man, but the theocratic

Israel. He, however, who entered into the species, entered at the

same time into the genus to which this species belonged. The ex-

pression here is to be understood in a different sense from that in

which Paul uses it in Gal. iii. Paul in that passage means by the

seed of Abraham not the bodily posterity of Abraham into which

Christ entered by his incarnation, but the spiritual Israel which is

born of Christ and of which he is the leader.

Vers. 17, 18. In the 17th verse the author first states the

amount of what is contained in the argument given in ver. 16. His

object was to prove that the New Testament Messiah must needs

take part in the human nature
;
he has appealed in proof of this to

the well known Old Testament fact, that God entered into a gra-
cious and covenant relation not with the angels but with the seed of

Abraham, consequently that the seed of Abraham stands in need

of salvation and is capable of receiving it
;
he now repeats the quod

erat demonstrandum : therefore he (the subject is to be brought
down from vers. 14, 15) must be made in all things like to those

who (ver. 11-13) are ordained to be exalted through him to be his

brethren. The force of the conclusion depends on the idea which

has already been expressed, ver. 14, in the sentence beginning with

Iva. The author, however, does not merely close the series of argu-
ments begun .in vers. 14-16, but at the same time makes a transi-

tion to a new idea. He repeats the idea already expressed in the

words Iva dtd rov davdrov, etc., ver. 15, but repeats it so as to open
an entirely new perspective. The idea in ver. 14,, seq., was this :

Christ must become man in order by his death to free us from the

power of death and the bondage of Satan in other words to make
atonement for us. Now, however, this idea appears in the new

form : Christ must become man, because only thus could he execute

the office of a High Priest. In shewing that man is exalted through
the Son to the place of sons, and thus made superior to the angels,

the author is led to shew the necessity of the incarnation and the

atoning sufferings of Christ, i. e., his office as the Redeemer, the

high priestly atoner. In this office, the type of Christ is not the

mm ^xVtt but the dp%tepevg, and thus the author shews in ver. 17 that

the New Testament Messiah is exalted above the mm ^xVa and the

angels in general, conclusively and principally on this account, that

he unites to the office of a messenger of (rod to men that of a priestly re-

presentative of men before God, to the office of a ^xV^a (a-nooro^ chap,

iii. 1) that of an dp%iepevc.

This idea is more clearly expressed in the additional clause rd

rrpbg rbv deov. Hitherto, the Messiah of the New Testament was

regarded from that point of view in which like the Old Testament

he was a messenger of God to men
;
but this does not com-
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prehend his whole Messianic office. He is not merely a more per-
fect messenger of God to men than the Old Testament messenger of

the covenant
;
but he is this, precisely because he is not merely the

perfect apostle, but at the same time also the perfect high-priestly re-

presentative of men in their relation to God, rd -rrpbg rbv Oeov. This

simple explanation is confirmed by the analogous conjunction of the

apostle and high priest, in the first verse of the next chapter.

'EkeTJfiuv is not to be understood as an independent predicate

along with dpxiepevc. as a second predicate, but like ITHJTOC. belongs as

an adjective to dpxiepev<;. (Otherwise KIOTO? must have been placed
after dpxiepev?). Further, these two epithets do not express a spe-

cific difference, by which Christ, as the compassionate and faithful

high priest, is to be distinguished from the Old Testament high

priests as unmerciful and unfaithful the author does not, and in-

deed cannot enter here on this comparison which he afterwards

draws, and in which he shews that Christ was superior to Aaron
but those adjectives are rather to be understood as simple epitheta
necessaria. The idea is this : every high priest must, on his part,
feel compassion towards those who are represented by him, and on
their part again, must enjoy their confidence

; now, as the New
Testament Messiah must unite with the office of a messenger that

of a high priest, he must also be merciful and faithful, and as this

would not be possible if the high priest were not in all things like

to his brethren, so must he become like to them in all things. Or
more concisely expressed :

u He must become like to his brethren

in all things wherefore he was a merciful and faithful high priest
for them, in their relation to God."

And he must be a high priest
"
in order to make atonement for

the sins of the people." 'IXdanevQai comes from iXaoc.. The idea

expressed in ZAaoj- we will explain by the following observations.

God is love
;
out of love he created the world and its crown, the

personal creature. In this act, his love is one with his holiness. In

creating man such as he is, in forming him so as that in his inmost

nature he is led to love God, and, through the love of God and

holiness, to become happy, and #///// ///?*> to be capable of happiness
and harmony within himself in this, God shewed as much his love

as his holiness. This might be called the legislative grace of God

(pns and -JM). But after man had fallen, God did not cease to love

him
;
he loves him still with saving grace, Rom. iii. 24. The first

act and manifestation of this saving grace consists, howi-vcr, in this

that God maintains unimpaired also in the fallen man that funda-

mental law of man's nature, according to which he cannot be happy
without holiness does not take conscience from him, in other words,

takes happiness from him, displays himself as not /i/-i>/>i/ious towards

him, and turns against him his wrath, Rom. i. 18. This is the con-
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servative, or, which is the same thing, the chastising grace of God.
The second act of that saving grace consists in the sending of his

Son and then his Spirit an the saving grace properly so called (tvleo^,

Dh-j, tei-iii-i Luke i. 72), and more especially, the justifying and sanc-

tifying (juridical and medicinal) grace. When man does not resist

this grace, then it becomes again possible for God to let man taste

his friendship, enjoy his blessed presence, and to conduct himself

again as propitious towards him.
r

'IAao$- then denotes not the in-

ternal disposition of God towards man, but the actual positive

expression and radiation of that feeling which first becomes again

possible towards the redeemed
;
and thdoieeo6ai means to make it

again possible for God to be 'iXaog, i. e.
} actually to expiate actual

guilt.

In ver. 18 an explanation is given why the being compassionate
and faithful and, with this, the being made like to his brethren, neces-

sarily belongs to the office of the high priest.

First of all, however, it must be settled how this verse is to be

construed. Erasmus, Bengel, Storr, Kuinbel, Bohme, and Tholuck
take KV GJ as a simple argumentative particle

"
because." It is true

that it is not a relative limited temptation that is here spoken of it

is not ''
in as far as he was tempted, in so far is he able to save"

as if Christ was tempted only up to a certain point, and was able

to succour only up to a certain point. It is true also, that it is not

the aorist enaOev that is here used. But precisely because it is not

the aorist, we think that every obstacle in the way of taking iv o>

in its proper signification is removed. It is no historical or special

statement that is here made, but one of a general kind. It is not :

"
Christ was tempted in certain points but in others not, and in so

far as he was tempted he has been able to succour ;" but it is,
" in

so far as he has been tempted he can help," or, to separate the two

ideas which are here conjoined : A high priest can help in so

far as he has been tempted, and so also can Christ he there-

fore must be tempted in all things, in order to be able to help in all

things.

But of those critics who rightly and literally translate iv w, some

have still had recourse to artificial constructions. Casaubon and

others have referred KV o> not to mipaadeig but to ni-novOe
;

" in that

which he has suffered, and suffered as one who was tempted, he is

able to help those who are tempted." Here the -neipaadeig becomes

an accessary idea, while it evidently stands parallel with 7rpab^e-

voig as a principal idea. Bleek takes the words KV o> Trsnovdev as a

relative clause dependent on rreipaaOeig :

"
as one who was tempted,

namely, in the things in which he had to suffer, he is able to help

those who are tempted ;" but it is difficult to see either what neces-

sity there was for this accessary idea in the relative clause, or
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why the relative clause should have been placed first, or what is

to be made of the avrog. The idea which Bleek thus obtains

would in Greek be expressed thus : ireipaaOels yap tV w
Tre-xovdev,

dvvarai, etc.

The only natural construction is that which refers KV o> directly
to TretpaaOds, which is placed after precisely for the sake of emphasis.

Quibus in rebus tentatus ipse (est et) passus est, iis tentatos potest

adjurare. The -neipa^onti'otg stands opposite to the rreipaadeig, and
the ftoTjOfivai to the neTrovOev. With grammatical exactness the sen-

tence would be expressed thus :

" In all things Jesus could help

those, who were tempted (in th.>s<' tilings), in which being tempted,
he has suffered ;" so that KV w belongs to iretpaoOti$, and v TOVTU to

be supplied belongs to dvvarai. Logically v <L refers also of course

to TTfc-TwOev, and lv TOUT^ also to ^Kipa^o^voic, so that the parallelism
becomes perfect. For as Christ was tempted precisely through suf-

fering, and suffered in the being tempted, so it is evident that he
" has suffered" in the same respects in which he was "

tempted."
And again, he who succours one who is tempted, just helps him to

overcome the temptation ;
the helping, therefore, refers just to those

things in which the state of being tempted manifests itself.

In this 18th verse we have the deepest internal ground on which

the doctrine of the vicarious satisfaction of Christ is based. How
true and scriptural soever the dogma is, it cannot be denied that in

the ecclesiastico-scholastic development of it, the depths of the

Scripture doctrine were far from being thoroughly penetrated. The
view taken by the scholastics of the middle ages and those of the

evangelical school, was, for the most part, merely the juridical

They thought of the multitude of single human individuals together
with the individual Jesus, standing as it were upon one level before

the Judge. Those individuals have each a debt which they cannot

pay ;
that individual Jesus pays the debt for all the others. The

inadequacy of this representation lies not in the idea of the objective

substitution as such, but in this, that no inquiry is made into the

ground of the possibility of this substitution, that the substitute is

viewed merely as an individual beside individuals, consequently as ,

absolutely another and different person from them, as this particular

individual. Our author teaches us to lock deeper than this, when
in vers. 10-18 he closely connects the necessity of the incarnation

with that of the substitutionary high-priestly sufferings ;
he teaches

us to regard man not as a mass of individuals, but as one organism,
as a tree, so to speak, which has grown out of one root, out of Adam.

In the man Jesus, the pure and ripe fruit of humanity, so to speak,

has stood before God a fruit, however, which has not developed

itself out of the race of Adam, but was given to this race, engrafted

upon the diseased tree and thus in Jesus the organism of man has
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done all that was required to be done. But though this fruit did

not develope itself out of the diseased life of the diseased tree, it

was yet necessary that it should grow upon this tree
; hy the incar-

nation of Christ a sound branch was engrafted on the tree, which, as

a branch of the tree bore blossom and fruit, so that blossom and

fruit, although not products of the life-power of this tree, still in

reality belong to it. But, to speak without metaphor, the proto-
adamitic humanity could not beget a sinless man, but it could receive

the Son of God becoming man and sinless man, so that he as a real

member of this race, partaking in its nature and in the consequences
of death, could bear the fruit, nay could be himself the fruit, which

the race ought to have borne. Accordingly it is manifest that what

is here spoken of is not merely a vicarious passive satisfaction, but

chiefly a vicarious active satisfaction, which again forms the basis

of the passive satisfaction.



PART SECOND.

THE SON AND MOSES.

(iii. iv.)

From what is said in chap. ii. 17, 18, the author might have pro-
ceeded forthwith to the comparison of the New Testament Messiah

as the perfect High Priest, with the imperfect High Priest of the

old covenant. But after a brief recapitulation in chap. iii. 1, of

what is proved in the preceding, namely, that Christ unites the

office of a high priest with that of a perfect messenger of God to men,
he suddenly breaks off in ver. 2 into a comparison of Christ witfi Moses.

This is not the result of caprice, but of an intrinsic necessity.

First, the place held by the organs of the Old Testament cove-

nant themselves, rendered it necessary that he should pass first of

all to Moses. The instruments employed in the institution of the

law were not the ^Vta and Aaron, but the fxVtt and Moses. Not till

the third line of succession did the permanent office of the high

priest appear. Then secondly, the intrinsic suitableness of the above

arrangement of the principal parts, depends on the carrying out of
the second part itself.

The manner in which this second part is car-

ried out is exactly parallel with the arrangement of the first part, so

that the author also at the end of the second part (iv. 10), recurs

again to the idea of the high priest. And thus, after having been

conducted from the two terminal points to this idea as the central

idea of the Messianic office, he can then proceed in a third part
to develope this acknowledged central idea (chap. v.).

The angel of the covenant appeared in the name of God before

the people of Israel, Moses in the name of Israel before God, the

high priest stood in the name of God (with the name Jehovah on

the front of his mitre) before Israel, and in the name of Israel (with

the names of the twelve tribes on the breast-plate) before God

(Ex. xxviii. 9-29, and 36-38).
Now the New Testament Messiah is, according to chap i. 2,

superior to the angels, ,
because in himself as the Son he is higher

than the angels, and b, because in him also, the whole human race is
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exalted above the angels to dominion in the coming world (olicovp,KV7)

jueAAovfra,) and this because the Messiah is not merely 1V, but at the

same time dpxiepevg, not merely the messenger of God to man, but, at

the same time the atoning priestly representative of man before God.

With this, now, the second part runs quite parallel. The fun-

damental thesis iii. 3 : for this man was counted worthy of more glory
than Moses, is, even in respect of form, evidently analogous to the

fundamental thesis of the first part,.i. 4 : being made so much better

than the angels. The New Testament Messiah is superior to Moses,

because, a, as a Son in the house
(iii. 6) he is superior to the mere

servant of the house (comp. with iii. 5, Oepdnuv, chap. i. 14, XeiTovpyuca

TTvevfiaTa) , and, b
}
because the work of conducting Israel to its rest,

which Moses had not completed, was first completed by him (chap,
iv. 1, seq.). This work Christ has accomplished, in virtue of his

not having been merely a Moses, a leader and lawgiver, but at the

same time an atoning representative, a high priest (chap. iv. 14,

seq.)

But so exact is the parallelism between these two parts even in

minute details, that as the two sections of the first part, so also

those of the second, are separated from each other by an intermedi-

ate passage of a hortatory kind :

I. THE SON AND THE ANGELS. II. THE SON AND MOSES.

a, The Son of God is, in him- a, The Son of the house of Is-

self, superior to the ministering rael is, in himself, superior to the

spirits of God, i. 5-14. servant of this house, iii. 1-6.

(Hortatory passage, ii. 1-5.) (Hortatory passage, iii. 7-19.)

b
}
In him man is raised above I, In him Israel is conducted

the angels, ii. 6-16. For: he to its rest, iv. 1-13. Therefore:

was at the same time high priest. he was at the same time high priest,

iv. 14-16.

SECTION FIRST.

THE NEW TESTAMENT 'MESSIAH IS IN HIMSELF, AS SON,

SUPERIOR TO MOSES.

(iii. 1-6.)

Vers. 1, 2, form the transition. This transition takes the form

of an exhortation. This exhortation, however, is not, as some have

thought, connected by means of the morog, iii. 2, with the idea ex-
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pressed in the marog, ii. 17
;
for in chap. ii. 17, mardg denotes one

who is the object of another's confidence, the "
trustworthy," while

in iii. 2, it denotes active
" faithfulness ;" the link of connexion is

rather in the words drrotfroAof and /V\'^'
:

<;,
in which the substance

of the train of thought in chap, i.-ii. is recapitulated, in order from

this point to proceed further. Ka-avoelv does not mean to lay any-

thing to heart, but to submit anything to the vorjaig, to consider, to

weigh. The more proximate object of this verb is 'Ir/wov-v, which,

however, is already provided with the attribute rbv dnoaroXov KOI

dp%tepEa rfjr fytoAoym^ r^idv. Its more remote object are the words

niarbv ovra, etc.
" Consider the (this) messenger of God and high

priest of our profession Jesus, (a* /////>) who is faithful in his house

to him who appointed him, as Moses was faithful." The attribute

messenger and high priest, etc., thus serves to recapitulate the attri-

butes which the readers already knew to belong to Jesus
;
the appo-

sitional clause who was ftnthjul, etc., serves to introduce a new
attribute which is now predicated of Jesus, and which is henceforth

to be the object of their attentive consideration. The imperative

Karavoj)fja- does not, however, in this context involve an /'//</ '

pendent

jyractical exportation which flows from the theoretical passage chap, ii.,

but a mere charge to the readers now immediately to accompany the

author to a new idea.

But this charge, at the same time, certainly implies the moral

duty of laying permanently to heart what is further to be said.

This is evident from the manner in which it is introduced, holy

brethren, partakers of the heavenly miling. On the idea expressed by
dyiog see chap. ii. 11. The mention of the heavenly catting entirely

corresponds, in the place it occupies here, with the mention of the

50 great salvation in chap. ii. 3. The motive to the earnest consider-

ation and heed which is enjoined, lies in the excellent and heavenly
character of the object which is to be considered. By the A-A//<; is

meant the calling explained in chap. ii. 6-8 to the dominion in the

olKovtJLKVT) nK^ovaa. It is idle to enquire, whether this calling is

designated heavenly because it proceeds from heaven, or because it

calls and conducts to heaven. The two things are inseparable. A
calling that comes forth from heaven to man, has, eo ipso, for its

object and import the relation of man to heaven. Moreover, what is

spoken of here specially is that call which has come to men through
the eternal Son himself, the incarnate one, who has come from

heaven, and which invites men to become efttZdren/fellow heirs with

him of the heavenly inheritance. He who is a partaker of this call-

ing, that is, in whose ears soever this call has been sounded, is

thereby laid under obligation attentively to consider and give heed

to all the elements of this callin;/.

Let us now consider more particularly the attribute
" the apos-
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tie and high priest of our confession" (rbv drroaroXov nal

rrjg 6/zo/loytac //jtwov). Jesus is called d-noarohoc;, from the analo-

gous relation in which he stands to the >"> ^Vto as messenger of
God to men, dp%iepevg, from the analogy between him and the -jnb

Vnan as representative of men before God. This signification of d*r6a-

roXog, following so simply from chap, i.-ii. would certainly not have

been missed, although the author had written dyyeAof instead. It

is, however, easy to see why he was not at liberty to use ayyeAo^.

In the Old Testament "j^tt there lies a double signification, first,

the etymological appellative, according to which it means messenger,
and according to which whosoever held the place and office of a

messenger of God to men might be called ^Vtt ; and, secondly, the

usual gentile signification according to which it means angel, and

denotes only a certain kind or class of beings (viz. the angels). Now
it is true that these two significations belong also to the Greek word

d'yyeAof (comp. 1 Tim. iii. 16, where d'yyeAof, messenger, is used of

the disciples). But after the author had in chap, i.-ii. used through-
out the word dyyeko$ in its gentile sense, to denote the species angel
in opposition to the human species, he could not well, without

causing confusion, apply the same word to denote the mere voca'.ion

of a messenger of God. After having in chap, i.-ii. so strongly

urged that Jesus has perfectly and absolutely fulfilled the calling

of a messenger of God, just in virtue of his not belonging to the

species dyyeAo^, it was necessary that here, when he again ascribes

to Jesus that calling, the office of a messenger of God, he should

choose a word which expresses only the appellative, and not at the

same time also the gentile sense of I^Va^ a word which might with-

out ambiguity be rendered only by
"
messenger," and not at the same

time by "angel." For this, no better, and generally speaking no other

word offered itself than dnoaroXog, formed from the verb dnoareAkeiv,

which is so often employed by John (iii. 34, v. 36, vi. 29, x. 36,

xx. 21), and elsewhere also in the New Testament (for example,
Gal. iv. 4), as the technical term for the sending of the Son into the

world.

All the difficulties which critics have hitherto found in the ex-

pression drroCTTo/lof , from their not observing the relation of chap, i.-ii

to chap iii.-iv., thus fall of themselves to the ground, and we are

also saved the trouble of considering one by one, and refuting the

many unsuitable explanations of d-rroo-okog that have been given.

Some have expressed their surprise that Jesus should be placed on

the same level with his Apostles but it is the sending of Christ by
the Father that is here spoken of, not the sending of the twelve by

Christ, and consequently, not the special signification of the word

dnoarokog as the official name of the twelve. Others thought that

the author should rather have said Trpo^/JTTjg or diaKovoc., but the
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analogy of the office of Jesus to that of the "
angel of Jehovah" could

be expressed neither by npo^-rjrrjg nor by didicovos. A third class sought
to explain the idea expressed in a-xooTohw; by that of the 6/zoAoy/a,

or (as Olshausen) by that of the K^jjai^; a fourth, to which Bleek

belongs, thought that Jesus is called dTroaToAo? on account of his

analogous relation to Moses, etc., etc. Even the signification "high

priest" was contended for by some, because, in a passage of the

Talmud, the high priest is on a single occasion called v~ ^1 T?s !

The genitive rfjs 6fwhoyia$ fmiav has for its object, simply to dis-

tinguish Jesus as the New Testament messenger of God and high

priest, from the Old Testament ''
f.V and iron. He is the an-, and

dp%. of our confession. This does not require that with Thomas

Aquinas, Luther, Calovius, Storr, etc., we should grammatically
resolve the genitive into the clause bv duoXoyovuev. The same sense

is obtained without this procedure, if we take the genitive simply
as expressing the idea of "

belonging to." The messenger of God

'belonging to our confession is thereby also the olrject of our confession.

The rendering of duohoyia by "covenant," which some have proposed
is contrary to the grammatical usage.

Let us proceed now to the appositional sentence ver. 2, in which

is specified the new quality and office to which the attentive con-

sideration of the reader is to be directed, marbv ovra, etc. Hotelv

here, as in Acts ii. 36; Mark iii. 14, is used to express not the calling

into existence, but the appointing to an office, here the office of

Messiah, which is represented under the figure of the establishment

and government of a household. In this his office Jesus was faith-

ful to him who had called him to this office.

The words KV oAw TOJ O?KGJ avrov are referred by Chrysostom,

Theophylact, Bohme, Kuinoel, and DC Wette to the words &g KOI

M.uvof)r}
so that no comma is placed after Mowerj/r, and the sense is

as follows:
" Jesus was faithful to him who appointed him, as also

Moses was faithful in all his house. The genitive avrov can, in this

case, be referred either to Moses, or to Jesus, or (as the majority are

of opinion) to God. But this construction appears unnatural, espe-

cially when we compare it with vers. 5, 6, where the idea is more

fully brought out, that as Moses in his (Moses') house was faithful

as a servant, so, in like manner, was Jesus faithful in his (Jesus')
house as a son. "We, therefore, with Calvin, Seb. Schmidt, Paulus,

Bleek, and others, place a comma after MGWOTJC, and refer the words

iv oAw, etc., to marbv ovra. " Who is faithful in his house to him
who appointed him, in like manner as Moses was." Logically, the

sentence would, of course, have to be extended thus : 'b/ffoD? Tttart'^

ioriv ru Troujoavn avrov iv oAo> TW oi/fw avrov, (if nal M^i-a/fr -norb^ T/V

iv oAaj r& okw avrov. The genitive avrov is already, on account of

the parallel accusative avrov, not to be referred to God, but to be
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taken in the reflexive sense. Christ was faithful in his (Christ's)

house, as Moses in his (Moses' house). Only, the difference hetween
the two houses is not yet urged here. All that is meant to be said

is, that each was faithful in the sphere of office assigned to him.
Hence also the genitive is not a gen. possess., according to which,
the house of Christ would he represented as Christ's property, and
the house of Moses as the property of Moses this would, indeed, be

in contradiction to ver. 5, where it is plainly said that Moses was not

lord but only servant in his house but the genitive avrov is (just as

in the words iv o/tw ro> of/cw avrov, ver. 5) merely a genitive of apper-
tainment or locality.

" His house" signifies
u the house to which he

belonged, in which he was placed."

What house, or what two houses, are here meant will more par-

ticularly appear in ver. 5, seq. In the meantime, the simple answer

will suffice with reference both to Moses and Christ, that the author

had in his mind the VK-TO-' ma, house of Israel.

Ver. 3. As the author in chap. i. 4 introduced the principal
theme of the first part in the form of an appendix, an apposition,

so here, he introduces the principal theme of the second part in

like manner, in the form of an appendix, namely, an explanation.

Tap is not argumentative ;
for the statement that Christ excelled

Moses in glory, contains no argument for the statement that he

was like him in faithfulness. Tap is explicative ;
it is not, how-

ever, the idea in ver. 2 that is explained, but a new motive is ad-

duced for the exhortation in ver. 1. So much the more must the

relation of Jesus to Moses be considered and laid to heart, as

Jesus excelled Moses in honour (whom he resembled in faithfulness,

ver. 2).

'Hft'omw. The subject here is, no more than in chap, i.,
the Son

of God as pre-existent logos, but here, as there, the Son of God

manifest, incarnate. The author does not set out from the eternity

of Christ, and come down to his incarnation, but sets out from his

historical appearance upon earth, and ascends from this to his eter-

nal being with the Father (ver. 4). Here, first of all, it is predicated

of the human historical person of the New Testament Messiah,

Jesus, that he has been counted worthy by the Father of higher
honour than Moses. Wherein this higher honour consisted, it was not

necessary for the author to bring to the remembrance of his readers.

This had already been done implicitly in chap. ii. 9, 10. Moses has

not risen again, Moses has not ascended to heaven, Moses has not

been crowned as leader, the first-fruits in the kingdom of exalted

and glorified humanity ; Moses, in the transfiguration of Christ,

rather took a subordinate place next to Christ. All this was so

familiar and so clear, that the author could feel satisfied in laying

down the proposition, that Christ has been counted worthy of

VOL. VI. 24
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analogy of the office of Jesus to that of the "
angel of Jehovah" could

be expressed neither by Trpo^Tijs nor by 6iaKovo$. A third class sought
to explain the idea expressed in drroa-oXos by that of the opoXoyia,

or (as Olshausen) by that of the h-Xijrn^] a fourth, to which Bleek

belongs, thought that Jesus is called dn6oro).o$ on account of his

analogous relation to Moses, etc., etc. Even the signification
"
high

priest" was contended for by some, because, in a passage of the

Talmud, the high priest is on a single occasion called V" ^1 d*'~? !

The genitive rj/f 6/ioAoyto?- rnuZv has for its object, simply to dis-

tinguish Jesus as the New Testament messenger of God and high

priest, from the Old Testament ^ ><V and insn. He is the d-x. and

dp%. of our confession. This does not require that with Thomas

Aquinas, Luther, Calovius, Storr, etc., we should grammatically
resolve the genitive into the clause bv 6juoAoyov>ev. The same sense

is obtained without this procedure, if we take the genitive simply
as expressing the idea of " belonging to." The messenger of God

belonging to our confession is thereby also the ol/ject of our confession.

The rendering of fyzoAoyta by "covenant," which some have proposed
is contrary to the grammatical usage.

Let us proceed now to the appositional sentence ver. 2, in which

is specified the new quality and office to which the attentive con-

sideration of the reader is to be directed, TTIGTOV ovra, etc. HoteZv

here, as in Acts ii. 36; Mark iii. 14, is used to express not the calling

into existence, but the appointing to an office, here the office of

Messiah, which is represented under the figure of the establishment

and government of a household. In this his office Jesus was faith-

ful to him who had called him to this office.

The words tv oAw TO> oZ>ca) avrov are referred by Chrysostom,

Theophylact, Buhme, Kuinoel, and Do "VVette to the words o>? teal

MonJff/fc, so that no comma is placed after Mwvo%, and the sense is

as follows:
" Jesus was faithful to him who appointed him, as also

Moses was faithful in all his house. The genitive avrov can, in this

case, be referred either to Moses, or to Jesus, or (as the majority are

of opinion) to God. But this construction appears unnatural, espe-

cially when we compare it with vers. 5, 6, where the idea is more

fully brought out, that as Moses in his (Moses') house was faithful

as a servant, so, in like manner, was Jesus faithful in his (Jesus')

house as a son. We, therefore, with Calvin, Seb. Schmidt, Puulus,

Bleek, and others, place a comma after Mwi^c, and refer the words

iv oAoi, etc., to morbv ovra. " Who is faithful in his house to him

who appointed him, in like manner as Moses was." I-

'

'''//,
the

sentence would, of course, have to be extended thus : 'I^ovf morn?

ianv ro5 TTon'joavri avrov tv oAa> ro3 o?/cw avrov, (if aal M<. r^/yc -ivrbg r/v

iv 6Aoj TGJ OIKU avrov. The genitive avrov is already, on account of

the parallel accusative av~6v
}
not to be referred to God, but to be
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taken in the reflexive sense. Christ was faithful in his (Christ's)

house, as Moses in his (Moses' house). Only, the difference hetween

the two houses is not yet urged here. All that is meant to be said

is, that each was faithful in the sphere of office assigned to him.

Hence also the genitive is not a gen. possess., according to which,
the house of Christ would he represented as Christ's property, and
the house of Moses as the property of Moses this would, indeed, be

in contradiction to ver. 5, where it is plainly said that Moses was not

lord but only servant in his house but the genitive avrov is ( just as

in the words iv o/tw TO> ot/ew avrov, ver. 5) merely a genitive of apper-

tainment or locality.
" His house" signifies

u the house to which he

belonged, in which he was placed."

What house, or what two houses, are here meant will more par-

ticularly appear in ver. 5, seq. In the meantime, the simple answer

will suffice with reference both to Moses and Christ, that the author

had in his mind the VS-TO-*. r^a, house of Israel.

Yer. 3. As the author in chap. i. 4 introduced the principal
theme of the first part in the form of an appendix, an apposition,

so here, he introduces the principal theme of the second part in

like manner, in the form of an appendix, namely, an explanation.

Tap is not argumentative ;
for the statement that Christ excelled

Moses in glory, contains no argument for the statement that he

was like him in faithfulness. Tap is explicative ;
it is not, how-

ever, the idea in ver. 2 that is explained, but a new motive is ad-

duced for the exhortation in ver. 1. So much the more must the

relation of Jesus to Moses be considered and laid to heart, as

Jesus excelled Moses in honour (whom he resembled in faithfulness,

ver. 2).

'Htomw. The subject here is, no more than in chap, i.,
the Son

of God as pre-existent logos, but here, as there, the Son of God

manifest, incarnate. The author does not set out from the eternity

of Christ, and come down to his incarnation, but sets out from his

historical appearance upon earth, and ascends from this to his eter-

nal being with the Father (ver. 4). Here, first of all, it is predicated

of the human historical person of the New Testament Messiah,

Jesus, that he has been counted worthy by the Father of higher

honour than Moses. Wherein this higher honour consisted, it was not

necessary for the author to bring to the remembrance of his readers.

This had already been done implicitly in chap. ii. 9, 10. Moses has

not risen again, Moses has not ascended to heaven, Moses has not

been crowned as leader, the first-fruits in the kingdom of exalted

and glorified humanity ; Moses, in the transfiguration of Christ,

rather took a subordinate place next to Christ. All this was so

familiar and so clear, that the author could feel satisfied in laying

down the proposition, that Christ has been counted worthy of

VOL. VI. 24
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higher honour than Moses, as one which would be unquestioned by
all his readers. (And what an argument have we in this silence for

the historic truth of the evangelical history)! But upon what (his

elevation to higher honour teas found-d, the author proceeds to men-
tion in the words naff oaov Trteiova rifiijv c% rov DIKOV 6 Karaoto

av-ov. It is founded on this, that Christ was the incarnate eternal

Son, he by whom are all things, by whom also the house of Israel,

the theocracy, was established. The train of thought thus runs

exactly parallel with that of chap. i. The train of thought in the

4th verse of that chapter we found to be this : Jesus the incarnate,

was (after his sufferings) made higher than the angels, because he is

the incarnate eternal Son.

The Kaff oaov is to be explained precisely in the same way as the

similar, f.v w ii. 18. The author does not mean to say that Christ is

superior to Moses only in a certain respect, or only in a certain de-

gree ;
he does not mean to deny that Christ is absolutely superior to

Moses
;

in short, he does not intend to limit the thesis, Christ ha*

more honour; but he draws out the three logical propositions of

which the proof of this thesis consists the universal or major pro-

position :

" the founder of a household has more honour than the

household founded by him" the particular or minor :
" Christ was

founder of the household to which Moses belonged as a part or

member" and lastly, the conclusion :

"
therefore Christ has more

honour than Moses." Or to express this in one sentence :
" Christ

has so much the more honour than Moses, by how much the founder

of a household has more honour than the household founded by
him." The naO' oaov thus serves merely to compare a particular
case with a general principle.

We have, in this explanation following the Peshito, Chrys.,

Theodoret, Calvin, Beza, Erasmus, Capellus, Bengel, Bleek, Ols-

hausen, etc. understood the genitive rov ohov as the genitivus

ct>mparativus, and referred it to 7rAom. The conclusion thus ar-

rived at may, however, appear unwarranted, as the intermediate

idea, namely, that Moses was a part of the hox.se itself, seems to be

not so easily supplied. Many, indeed (with the Vulg., comp. Luth'T,

Michaelis, Heumann, Semler, Ernesti, Paulns) have appealed to

ver. 5, where Moses is spoken of not as part of the house, but as

0epa:rtov in the housej and have therefore construed rov OIKOV as de-

pendent on the verb e%, and rendered thus :

"
by how much more

honour from the house the founder of it has," where we must sup-

ply : "than the servant in it." But this supplement is exceedingly

harsh, and all the more so, as the idea that Moses took the place of

a servant has not yet come before us. Besides, it is not even true to

say, that Jesus bore so much honour in, or from the house of Israel
;

for, from the house of Israel in which he was placed, he bore nothing
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but shame and contempt ;
he had his honour not from the house but

from the Father. But, finally, the text gives not the slightest oc-

casion for this forced construction. Let it be observed that the

author does not speak of the building (oko(5o^i>), but of the na-aa-

Kevd&iv of a house. The Ka-aoicEvd&iv, the founding and equipment
of a house, comprehends not merely the setting up of the stones

and beams, but also the entire regulation of the household; the o'mo-

dofietv is an act of the builder, and the olicog olitodofiovfjxvos is the

aedificium
;
on the other hand, the Ka-aaKevd&iv is an act of the

young husband or householder, who not only builds or causes to be

built an aedificium, but sets up a familia in it, and the oko? tcara-

oKva^6fievog is the household ; hence olicog here may be translated

"household." But that Moses belonged to the household of God
was no far-fetched idea, an idea to which the subsequent designation
of Moses as a Oepd-xuv is nowise contradictory, but which rather con-

firms and explains it.

Ver. 4. The further explanation which is added in ver. 4 by a

yap is somewhat strange. It is impossible that the design of this

can be, to bring before the readers the two trivial ideas, that every
house is built by some one, and that God is the creator of all things.

Wherefore such undisputed truisms in this connexion ? The con-

tents of ver. 4 must evidently rather be fitted in to the reasoning,
and must form a necessary organic member of the argument. One
would expect a priori to find in ver. 4 the minor proposition, that

Christ was in reality the founder. And, indeed, all the more an-

cient theologians explained the ver. in this sense. In support of it,

the absence of the article deog has been urged, and Oe6$ taken as a

predicate. The proposition contained in the words 6 de ra irdvra

KaraaKtvdaag deog (scil. iariv} would accordingly not be declaratory,

but descriptive, not an answer to the question : who he is who has

founded all things, but an answer to the question, what he is who
has founded all things. It would be said that Christ who has founded

all things is God, that divinity belongs to him.

But there are weighty objections against this interpretation.

What is desiderated as the explanation of ver. 3, is not the state-

ment that Christ as the founder of all things is God, or an answer

to the question whether he is God or a mere man, but that Christ is

related to the house of Israel as its founder. Moreover, the substi-

tution of all things in this verse for the house of Israel, ver. 3, would

be a doubly perplexing interruption to the train of thought. But

above all, the words 6 rfe irdvTa Ka-aanevdaag viewed as the subject,

would, in this context, be an exceedingly indefinite designation of

the person of Jesus, as thus, between ver. 3 and ver, 4, those neces~

sary middle terms would be entirely wanting. And, moreover, it

would be impossible to perceive in this case what could be intended
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by the preceding statement, every house isfounded by some man ; this

would only have meaning on the supposition that the author's in-

tention was to represent both Moses and Christ as founders of houses,

and, accordingly, to represent only the houses themselves as differ-

ing in honour. This he certainly might have done (for Moses

might quite properly be considered as the founder of the Old Tes-

tament economy); this, however, he has not done, but rather has

farther carried out in vers. 5, 6, the opposition introduced at ver. 4

between Christ as the son of the house, and Moses as the servant.

If, then, we would not bring total confusion into the author's train

of thought, we must depart from that interpretation, and deter-

mine with Olshausen, etc., to understand Oeog as the subject (the

article, it is well known, is often wanting at 0eof), and 6 ndvra

KaraoKevdoaf; as the predicate.
"
He, who has founded all thiugs,

is God."

The old difficulty, however, here recurs what these apparently
trivial statements have to do in this context. Meanwhile, their

purport and significance becomes clear, when ice understand ver. 4

not as an explanation of ver. 3 alone, but of vers. 2, 3 taken togeth< r.

In ver. 2, the faithfulness of Christ towards hi in who had appointed
him was spoken of, and then in ver. 3, Christ was called the naraaitevd-

00$ TOV ohov. This might appear to involve a contradiction. It

might be asked : how can Christ have been a faithful curator if he

filled the place of a master andfounder ? Now the author shews in

ver. 4, that the one does not exclude the other, that it is true every
house has a founder, but that above all such founders God ever stands,

consequently that Christ, although Karaanevdo ag, was yet in a

situation in which he might exercisefaithfulness towards one still superior

to him*
In vers. 5, 6 there follows a second proof of the thesis laid down

in ver. 3, namely, that Jesus is superior to Moses. It was said quite

generally in ver. 2, that Christ was faithful in his house (i. e., the

house entrusted to him), as also Moses was faithful in his house

(i. e.j
the house entrusted to him). Nothing was determined in ver. 2

as to whether the house entrusted to Christ is identical with the

house entrusted to Moses. There is not a single word to indicate

that two different houses were meant, so that it was still in ver. 2

left open to the reader to understand one house as meant, which had

been entrusted for administration first to Moses, and subsequently,
to Christ. The sole difference which as yet, namely at ver. 3, has

been spoken of is, that Christ in the house entrusted to him filled

*
Similarly, but leas exactly, Bleek: God is indeed the proper KaraaKcvuoaf, the

primus autor, but still the place of a KaTacKtvuoaf belongs also to Christ. This is inac-

curate. What ia meant to bo said in ver. 4, is not that a kind of Karaaictvufriv might

be predicated of Christ although his Father was the KaTaaitevaaaf but that the being

faithful might be predicated of Christ although he waa the
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the place of the KaraoitKvdaac;, but Moses that of a part of the

familia. And herein lay the first proof of the greater honour of

Jesus. A second proof of this is now adduced, namely, a second

point of comparison or difference, so stated, however, that the first

is again repeated along with it. Now also in vers. 5, 6, the two
houses themselves are distinctly represented as two different houses

;

in the one house, Moses serves for a testimony of the future revelations

of God (so that this house itself exists elg /j-aprvpiov) ,
the other

house, the house of Christ are we ; the other olicog is a living house,
built of living stones. Thus there is a twofold difference which ap-

pears in vers. 5, 6
;
to the difference in the place occupied by the

two curators is added the difference in the dignity of the houses

themselves. Moses is depdnuv in the house committed to his care,

and this house is of a typical nature
;
Christ is vlog in the house

committed to his care, and this house is a living house, composed of

living stones. (Olshausen gives the train of thought in like manner
thus :

" Moses is a servant in the tabernacle, but Christ is lord over

the new temple").
This second proof, taken from the essential nature of the Old

and the New Testament economy, bears the same relation to the

first proof which was drawn from the abstract dignity of the persons,

as (in chap. i. vers. 7-12) the proof drawn from the essential nature

of angelic revelations bears to that drawn from the name angel and

/Son (vers. 5, 6). Here, however, in this passage, as has been al-

ready observed, the first proof is at the same time recapitulated.

The designation of Moses as a servant, explains in what respect

Moses belonged to the house (according to ver. 3) and formed a part
of it (of the familia) ;

in the designation of Christ as a son, a son

of the house, are comprehended the two statements in ver. 3 and

ver. 4, namely, that Christ in relation to the house filled the superior

place of the founder
p

,
but that nevertheless in relation to Grod, he

occupied the subordinate place of a faithful fulfiller of the Divine

commands. Both these are involved in the idea of the son of the

house the superiority over the familia, and the inferiority to the

Father as the supreme lord of the house.

Many commentators, however, have been of opinion, that a third

antithesis between Christ and Moses is indicated in these two verses,

namely, between avrov, ver. 5, and avrov, ver. 6. Either the second

of these words was read avrov, in which case avrov, ver. 5, as the

direct antithesis of avrov, ver. 6, would have to be rendered by ejus

and referred to God, and could not be taken in a reflexive sense or

else (so Bleek), while the reading avTov was retained in both places,

in the former it was rendered by ejus, in the latter by suus. The

meaning was held to be, that Moses was a servant in the house of

God as a house not his own, but Christ a son in his own house.
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First of all, it is evident that in reality no new idea results from

this
;
for if Moses was a servant and Christ the son, it is implied in

this that the house in which Moses exercised his office was not in

the same sense his house, as the house of Christ was Chiisfs house.

The only question is, whether the author when he wrote CVTOV,
avrov meant, by means of these two genitives, to express and <jivc

emphasis to this idea which was already uj/j^t/t/tf without them. We
think this question must be answered decidedly in the negative.

Had the author meant this, he must at least have used the em-

phatic iavrov at ver. 6, and not have left the choice of the spiritus

asper or lenis to chance, or the caprice of the reader. But even a

mere iavrov at ver. 6 would not be sufficient for this. At ver. 5 the

idea of not his own would necessarily have to be expressed positively

and explicitly, not merely implicitly by an avrov (in itself, moreover,

ambiguous, and capable of being understood reflexively) ;
it must

have been said distinctly that Moses was servant in a house nf 7//'.v

own. Of all this, the author has said nothing and indicated nothing.
But finally, in addition to this, that interpretation would involve- us

in a positive difficulty. If the author means to say, that Moses

acted in Crod's house as a house not his own, but Christ in God's

house as his own paternal house, this would imply that the house in

which Moses acted is presupposed as identical with that in which

Christ acted. This, however, would do away with that second point
of difference on which the author purposely lays special emphasis in

vers. 5, 6. His design, evidently, is to distinguish the house of

Christ " which we are/
1
as one different from that in which Moses

served, /f uaprvpiov TO>V AaA^fljfffojaevwv.

All these considerations lead us to the conclusion, that no such

opposition is intended between avrov
}
ver. 5, and avrov, ver. 6, as

would represent the house of Moses as one not belonging to him,
ver. 5, and the house of Christ, ver. 6, as his own property. We
understand avrov in both places reflexively and precisely in the same

sense as at ver. 3, the genitive being neither with respect to Moses

or Christ a gen. possessoris, but only a genitive of relation in both

cases. Moses was faithful as a servant in his house, i. e
,
in the house

the care of which was enjoined upon him, Christ as a son in his

house, i. e., in the house the care of which was enjoined upon him.

The difference in the place occupied by both is first expressed in the

words depdnuv and v16$.

This entirely new idea in vers. 5, 6 is introduced by nal /*eV,

and is thus connected with what is said in ver. 2, so as to appear to

be a limitation of what is there said. In ver. 2 it was said that

both Christ and Moses, each in the house committed to his manage-

ment, were faithful. In vers. 5, 6 it is shewn what differences ob-

tained in respect to this.
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The words Bepd-rruv and vt6$ in which the first difference (already
specified in ver. 3) is repeated, need no further explanation than

they have already received. On the other hand, we must consider
more particularly those words in which the new, the second differ-

ence, that which obtains between the homes, is represented namely,
the words dg \iaprvpiov r&v haXTjOTjaopevuv and ov olKog fofiev i]fj>etg.

AoA7/0??06|ueva does not, as some expositors have unaccountably ex-

plained it, denote those revelations which Moses was still further to

receive. This explanation could only have any meaning, if in the

context, mention was made of a certain period in the life of Moses
from which the "

still further" was to be reckoned. The word rather

denotes those revelations (on this wide sense of AaAetv comp. what
what is said on chap. i. 1) which God proposed to give after the time

of Moses ; in particular, the revelation in Christ is meant. The
whole office and service of Moses was comprised in laying down a

testimony, which pointed to the necessity of a future, more perfect,
revelation of God. To what extent was this testimony given ?

The author himself replies to this in the subsequent chapters of the

epistle. At present, we may be allowed to make only the following
observations. Through Moses God gave his law, first the ten com-

mandments, and then the law respecting the tabernacle and sacri-

fices. The ten commandments, even in the Pentateuch itself, bore

the name of the testimony (MSI?), and they were to be deposited in

the ark of the covenant, in the presence of God, as a testimony

bearing witness before God against the sins of the people. But
that the holy and righteous anger of God might not be provoked

by the sight of the testimony to visit the people with just punish-

ment, that testimony must be covered (12?) before the eye of God
;

and for this the golden mercy-lid (rrss) alone was not sufficient, but

God's eye must ever rest on the blood of the propitiatory sacrifices,

sprinkled with which the mercy-lid could then only truly
" cover"

the sins of Israel. But the necessity of always from time to time

offering these propitiatory sacrifices anew, testified most clearly that

those animal sacrifices could not take away guilt, and that a future

more perfect priest and sacrifice was necessary. Thus was the ser-

vice of Moses, and at the same time also, the house itself in which

Moses ministered the tabernacle a testimony of the things that were

afterwards to bespoken. Grammatically, indeed, the words elg fj,aprv-

piov belong, of course, not to OI'KW but to Oepdnw. But logically,

they are placed so as to form the antithesis to the words ov ohog

Kopev rjnelg. If Moses as lawgiver and builder of the tabernacle

servedfor a testimony, this implies that the entire tabernacle itself

existed for a testimony. It was not yet the true perfect house in

which God could truly dwell with men, but was a dead, a symboli-

cal, house in which was represented the relative approximation be-
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tween God and the people of Israel which was preliminarily possible,

and in which was testified the necessity of a more perfect revelation

and atonement.

Christ's house on the contrary are we. (Comp. Eph. ii. 19-22
;

1 Pet. ii. 5). The reading 8f olno^ is not warranted critically, but

would yield the same sense. The absence of the article at ot/ro? is

analogous to the passages Luke x. 29
;
Heb. xi. 10

; LXX. Ps. cxliv.

15, and is explained by the unconscious style of expression peculiar

to the native Hebrew, who would think the noun sufficiently deter-

mined by the accompanying genitive. It is quite as unnecessary,

therefore, as incorrect and contrary to the sense, to render the words :

" a house of him are we," as if the author meant to ascribe more

than one house to Christ, one identical with that of Moses (!) and

another besides. No, the one and the only house of Christ is

the true, New Testament Israel, and this is meant to be expressly

distinguished from that house in which Moses served for a testi-

mony, etc.

The threefold difference between Christ and Moses, ver?. 5, 6,

entirely corresponds, in the arrangement of the epistle, to the three-

fold difference between Christ and the angels, chap. i. 7-12.

The limitation expressed in the words idv nep rrjv -nappriaiav, etc.,

forms the transition of the exhortation in vers. 7-19 (which, again,
in the place it occupies, corresponds to that exhortation, in chap. ii.

1-4, which stands between the two sections of the first part, in-

asmuch as it comes in between the two sections of the second part).

This limitation is not necessary to the completion of what is said in

ver. 5. The house of Christ is in
itself, objectively, and in its very

nature not conditionally upon our continuing faithful different

from the house of Moses, as a living house
;

it has this superiority

unconditioned. But whether the author can express this in itself

unconditional superiority under the subjective form :

" whose house

are we" whether he must not rather say :

" whose house are CIiris-

tians (to which class, however), you do not belong" this depends
on whether the readers of the epistle continue in the confidence and
in the rejoicing of the hope. Happijaia is nothing else than the mcm$
itself in its most direct and most practical expression, manifesting
itself as the inward power of the peace which dwells in the heart,
in circumstances of outward difficulty. While, therefore, rfiov-i] de-

notes rather that felt gladness and joy the experience of which is

awakened within a man by means of favourable circumstances from

without, -napprjaia is precisely the reverse, and denotes that joyful

boldness which flows from within and is victorious over unfavourable
circumstances

;
it is joyfulness felt in situations in which others

would despair ; hence it is the immediate fruit of the objective peace
.obtained with God through the atonement. But why does the
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author so emphatically require the maintenance of this Trapprjaia ?

If we compare the admonitions in chap. ii. 1-4, iii. 7-19, vi. 1, seq.,

etc., we find in them all, earnest warnings not so much against direct

apostacy, as against the neglect of the doctrine that the institutions of
the old covenant have found their fulfilment in the new covenant and by
it are made superfluous. The readers do not appear to have been

already suffering persecution, but as likely soon to encounter dan-

gers and persecutions. Now, in the introduction (to chap. i. 1) we
have found it to be probable, that the Epistle to the Hebrews is not

an epistle properly so called, and was not addressed to a church, but

is a treatise intended for a circle of Jews who were about to pass
over to Christianity, perhaps, according to chap, vi., in part already

baptized, but who were still catechumens, and were now, through fear

of being excommunicated from the temple, and the temple worship,

in danger of being estranged and turned aside from their resolution

to become Christians, because, namely, they had not yet accustomed

themselves to regard the Old Testament institutions as things that

might be dispensed with, and had not yet been able to convince

themselves that they were superfluous. Hence the author every-
where shews, how all that is peculiar to the Old Testament is infe-

rior in excellence and in internal significance to the New Testament

revelation in Christ, and is related to it merely as the imperfect,
the typical, is related to the perfect fulfilment. The same circum-

stance also accounts for the regular alternation of purely doctrinal

and purely hortatory passages, such as we find in none of the epistles

properly so called. Perhaps also, it would not be too bold in us to

explain the words ^sxPt TeXovg which some have most unsuitably
referred to the end of the world, and others, better, to the death of

the individual as referring rather to the end of the crisis of decision

in which the readers were placed at that time. For, if he only were

truly a stone in the house of God who had held fast his confidence

until death, then none of the living would be at liberty to regard
themselves as such. It occurs to me therefore, that the author in-

tends rather to say, that the readers would only then have a right

to consider themselves as belonging to the house of Christ when

they had kept the Trapp^aia to the conclusion, i. e.,
until the final re-

solution were taken to go over to Christianity.

The second thing in which they are to continue steadfast is the

Havana ~7}<; ekmdog. The Jews also had a Kav^fia they boasted

of their descent from Abraham (John viii.), of their temple and

priesthood, of their being the chosen people of God, all palpable

and manifest advantages. The poor Christians had nothing of the

kind in which they could glory. Regarded by the Gentiles as a

Jewish sect, by the Jews as apostates from the people of Israel,

forming no state, no people, without rulers, without a head except
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one who was crucified, the refuse and off-scouring of the people,

they had nothing of which to hoast but the glory which they hoped
to receive. Since that period the same has been substantially true

of Christians. Hence, it is their duty now, as it was then, to hold

fast the hope in which they glory.

INTERMEDIATE PASSAGE OF A HORTATORY KIND.

(iii. 7-19).

In vers. 7-19 follows the exJiorlation itself, for which we are pro

pared by what is said at the end of ver. G. Tin.- particle 6tu closely

connects it with ver. 6. Because salvation and sonship arc to be
obtained only under the condition mentioned in ver. 6, tln-i\jore

must they not be obstinate and disobedient, as the Scripture says,

or the Holy Ghost, through whose impulse it was that the holy men
of God spake. The passage in Ps. xcv. 7-11 is here cited according
to the Sept. The Sept. has given substantially the right rendering.
In it the two names of places na^e and n-c are rendered by the

appellatives napamKpao[i6<; and rreipaa^ not improperly, but rather

with happy tact, as, indeed, these names were not properly nomina

propria which belonged to those places before the time of .Muses, but

appellative designations of otherwise unknown localities, and desig-
nations which owed their origin and occasion to the actual occur-

rence of a temptation and provocation (comp. Ex. xv. 23, xvii. 7).

The words nse C'I:=-K are referred by the Massorites (doubtless with

reason) to the 10th verse, "trps by the LXX. (not so well, alth<>u_h

of course without any substantial alteration of the sense) to "??,
verse 9. The meaning of the passage here cited is evident, and

needs no further explanation than is furnished in Ex. xv. and xvii.

The citation, as has been already observed, is connected gram-

matically with the end of the 6th verse by means of 6i6
}
but is

nevertheless so selected as in its entire contents to form an inference

from the whole train of thought vers. 3-G. Not merely from the

statement that without holding fast the co/tji</- not and hope no son-

ship and participation in the Messianic salvation is possible, but

also from this, that Christ is superior to Moses, it follows, that if

obduracy towards the servant was already so severely punished,
all the more earnestly should men beware of obduracy towards the

Son.

The OTjfiepov sdv, in like manner as the ON oVn of the original text

has the general meaning which our author ascribes to it (chiefly in

ver. 13 in the words naO' t/cacmp ijpepav, u%pt$ ov TO ar'j/iepov Ka/ltirai).

Even the Psalmist evidently does not indicate any particular day in

the calendar on which the people should not be obdurate
;

still he
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might presuppose that on the same day on which he composed the

psalm they would hear it
;
with him also more manifestly even

than in the Greek translation the CN c^n has the more general
sense: "the day, when" = "what day;" nx di'n is = dV^a, Gen. ii.

17, iii. 5. The sense is, that if any one receives an admonition from

God he should comply with it ivithout delay, and not put off the

required obedience till the morrow.

Ver. 12. It is somewhat inconsistent with the spirit of the

Greek diction, that jQAerrerg here is not connected with ver. 11 by an
ovv or de, and the more surprising in our author, as he generally
studies elegance of style. The difficulty is not helped by supposing,
with Tholuck, that the words of the citation from oifaepov, ver. 7, on

to Kardnavaiv fiov, ver. 11, are dependent on the words naQ^ Xtyet TO

TTvevpa rb dyiov, and thus making icadus the protasis to which an apo-
dosis is to be supplied : p? oKhrjpvvirre. (" Therefore, as the Holy
Ghost saith, be not obdurate," etc. so be not obdurate.) For a new

period begins again with /S/U'-rc-e without any connecting particle,

and, moreover, the supplement which is proposed is very forced and

tautological. Much preferable is the explanation proposed by

Erasmus, Calvin, Grotius, Bengel, Wetstein, Carpzov, Ernesti, and

others, to which Bleek also inclines. These join the whole citation

also with icadug, so as to form one member which they regard as the

protasis, and do not supply an apodosis, but consider this as given in

ver. 12,
"
Therefore, as the Holy Ghost saith, be not obdurate, etc.

so take heed." Meanwhile, it may reasonably be asked, whether

so long a citation attached to the protasis, which cannot be read in

one breath, not to speak of a raised breath (as the nature of the

protasis requires) whether such be not a greater offence against

good style than the want of an ovv or 6s in a newly begun sentence.

The latter may rather be explained satisfactorily enough by sup-

posing that the author here purposely leaves the smoothly flowing

train of thought and with intentional liveliness and directness inter-

rupting himself, as it were, breaks in on the flow of "the address by

exclaiming :

" Take heed, brethren," etc.* I hold it, therefore,

more natural, with Schlichting, Capellus, Heinrichs, Kuinoel. Klee,

etc., to understand the citation as dependent, not on Aeyet but o.i

816, and to explain the words KaOtig .... ayiov, not as a protasib,

but as a parenthesis
" therefore (as the Holy Ghost saith), harden

not your hearts," etc. and then to begin a new period with ver. 12.

BAeTretv, in the sense of prospicere, occurs also in Mark viii. 15,

xiii. 9. Of what are they to take heed ? Of this, that none

amongst them have an evil heart of unbelief. The genitive dmariag

serves to determine the manner in which, and in how far, the heart

* In ver. 15, where the absence of a <5e cannot be explained in this way, Bleek

nevertheless admits that a new period begins.



380 HEBREWS III. 13.

is evil
;
the words ev TW d-xooTrjvat express the manner in which

this unbelief manifests itself. In departing, namely from the way
of conversion to Christ once entered upon.

In ver. 13 a positive admonition is added by way of warning, the

admonition, namely, that they should daily exercise the TrapuK^naig,

admonition. This word denotes both the practical application of

the law in admonitory discipline, and that of the gospel in quickm-

ing, refreshing comfort. The author, especially at this part of his

exhortation, avails himself of the word orjftepov in the passage from

the Psalms (the sense of which is given above on ver. 7). He
directs attention to the importance of the daily, ceaseless, practical

application of the Christian doctrine to the heart and mind. And
what avails all speaking and studying, where this powerful, living

purification of the heart through the law and gospel of God is

neglected ?

*Iva
JUT) onl7)pvv6q, etc. The idea expressed by aK^.7jpvveiv, harden,

is to be explained from the figure involved in the word. The figure

is derived from a circumstance in physical nature, namely, from the

gradual stiffening of bodies originally soft. Still more beautiful and

striking is the figure involved in the corresponding German expres-
sion verstocken; it is taken from a circumstance connected with

organic life, namely, from the growth of trees, in which the pliant

branch becomes by degrees an unbending bough or stem, a stock.

The stiffened body no longer takes on any impression, the bough
now grown into wood can no longer be drawn and bent at pleasure.
Just as the living plant grows until it reaches some fixed limit of

development, so does the soul of man, by its ceaseless development
of life, form itself into that fixed state to which it is destined. In

itself, and in general, there is nothing bad in this progressive devel-

opment of the soul ; in the season of youth and education a certain

germ will and must shoot forth in the soul, the personal character

and destined life-vocation of the individual will and must form

themselves
;
in his twentieth year the man should already be some-

thing, should be not merely a single individual, but one who has

become of such or such a nature or disposition. Nay, the last and

highest step which the Christian takes from the stage of formal

freedom to that freedom of the children of God, in which holiness

has become altogether another nature to him, can be explained from

that general fundamental law of the progressive growth of the soul.

But this growth and development can take place also in reference to

what is evil, and it is this to which the word harden as a vox mala,

non ambigua is specially applied in the Holy Scripture. Such a

process, by which the soul becomes firm and unbending, can take

place, first, in the sphere of the will, as a wilful obdurateness against

particular commandments of God, as in Pharaoh (Ex. iii. seq.), then,
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in the sphere of the entire disposition and moral character, as an
abandonment to sins and vices, in which case the man has no longer
in himself any strength to effect a change in himself, but there

remains for him only that salvation which is offered through the

quickening and electrically kindling influence of grace and redemp-
tion

; or, finally, a hardening of the heart may exist also in reference

to this offered salvation itself, the obduracy of positive unbelief; this

is its absolute form, in which the last power of the soul to substan-

tiate itself is exhausted, the last possible step in the kingdom of

freedom is taken, and this is the proper, most immediate idea ex-

pressed by oKXr]pvvuv as it appears in the New Testament.

It is, moreover, a fine proof of divine wisdom that this figure of

hardening is applied only in malam partern, and that nothing is ever

said in Scripture of a hardening in what is good. For although that

development of the soul, as we have seen takes place also in the

sphere of the good, it could yet be but very inadequately expressed

by the figure of a hardening, as the good even when, as perfect holi-

ness, it implies the impossibility of sinning, consequently the highest

degree of internal fixedness, still preserves throughout the character

of the/ree, loving will, and therefore of the highest internal move-

ableness and movement.

This state of obdurateness is not always reached by one leap,

and through intentional wickedness, but quite as often, nay oftener,

through a-naii), i. e. through being deceived and self-deception.

Thus the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews, by their foolish,

one-sided attachment to the Old Testament forms of the theocracy

by overvaluing what was relative, and regarding it as absolute

were in great danger of making complete shipwreck of faith, and

sinking into this miserable state of obduracy. The remark may
here be made, that in our own day an analogous overvaluing of

things in themselves important, but still only relatively so, as, for

example, of differences in confession, or, it may be, of the extraor-

dinary gifts of the apostolic time, is possible, and may possibly lead

to the same issue.

This deceit (d-Karif), however, is never such as that, under it, the

man is guiltless and purely passive, purely one who is deceived. On
the contrary, our author speaks with good reason of an d-ndrrj rjjg

dfj,apria$, consequently of a being deceived, which implies guilt on

the part of him who is deceived, a self deception. The convictions of

men are, in general, only apparently determined by arguments which

address the reason alone; in reality, they are always substantially

determined through the will. Man's power of perception does not

resemble a mirror which must take up all the rays that fall on it
;

it rather resembles the living eye, which can open and shut itself,

turn itself hither and thither
;
and which also on account of its
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being a relative light, can let itself be Wind'-l and dazzled, and ren-

dered incapable of receiving the light of the sun, the absolute truth.

In ver. 14 the author recurs to the idea contained in the 6th verse,

in order from it to pass in ver. 15 to a new element in the practical

application of the passage from the Psalms, cited in vers. 7-11,

namely, to the application of the word Ttapa-iKpaaiios (in vers. 12,

13 he had chiefly availed himself of the word <J7///epor).

In ver. 14 there is a repetition of the i<l<'u, that because the sal-

vation in Christ is so great, it is of so much the more importance
to keep hold of it

;
or more exactly, mention is made here, as in

ver. 6, of the greatness of the salvation
;
and as in ver. 6, the con-

dition is here stated under which alone we can be partakers of it.

We are HKTO%OI Xptorov the meaning of this expression is explained

by what was said on chap. ii. 10-13 but we are so only if we hold

fast tfte beginning of the confidence firm unto the end. The word

vTTooraois signifies (comp. i. 3) base, bottom, foundation, then sub-

stance
; lastly, also (principally in the usus lingiue of the LXX.),

fiducia (the act of resting one's self on or confiding one's self to

anything). This signification, also, best suits the passage xi. 1
;

faith is there described as a confident trusting in unseen future

things which we cannot yet grasp, but for which we must hope. So

also here, it denotes the confidence of faith. The readers have al-

ready a beginning of this. If, as is commonly supposed, the Epistle
to the Hebrews were an epistle addressed to a circle of churches in

Palestine, it would be impossible to explain how the author should

have been able to say of his readers collectively, that they had a

beginning of faith. For in the churches in Palestine, where in-

deed were the congregations of longest standing, there must have

been a number of persons who had reached the maturity of the

Christian lite individuals who had belonged to the personal circle

of Jesus' disciples, and in reference to whom it would, to say the

least, have been harsh to put it down as questionable whether they
would continue in the faith steadfast to the end. For the idv

-rrep

does not, as el, express a simple objective condition, but places be-

fore us a decision according as either of the two events shall happen,
and thus puts both events seriously in question. On the other

hand, this style of address finds a perfect explanation, if, as we

have supposed, the Epistle to the Hebrews was directed to a cer-

tain circle of catechumens and neophytes, in regard to whom it

was really a matter of serious question whether they would eventu-

ally join themselves to the Christian Church, or would let themselves

be estranged, through fear of being excommunicated from the tem-

ple worship.

Ver. 15. The chief difficulty is in the construction. On what

verb docs tv depend, in the words iv TGJ XeyEoQai ? Chrysostom,
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Grotius, Kosenmiiller, and others, have taken vers. 16-19 as a

parenthesis, and connected KV TW keyeadai with the words <j>of37jdtinev

ovv
} chap. iv. 1. But in this case we should expect to find a parti-

cle, a
<5t',

or some such, at KV rw MyeaOat, although no great weight
can be laid upon this, as at ver. 12, also, the transition particle is

wanting. A stronger objection is, that according to that interpre-

tation, a particle (namely, the ow) at chap. iv. 1 would be too much.

(For it cannot be explained as a resumptive ovv
}
as it could only be

so in the case of the words KV TO> XiyeaBai being again taken up at

chap. iv. 1, thus : KV TOJ XsyeaOai ovv TOVTO
rj)o(3r]9[i,evj. But the

strongest objection of all to this mode of construction is, that it

would entirely destroy the train of thought, seeing that in chap. iv. 1

the author, as we shall soon find, passes from the immediate hor-

tatory part to an entirely new didactic section, so that chap. iv. 1

cannot be joined into one period with chap. iii. 16. Others, as

Flacius, Capellus, Carpzov, Kuinoel, have been of opinion that only
the half the words cited in ver. 15 are dependent on Xeyeo6ai }

and
that the other half, from

firj oK^Tjpvvrjre onwards which clearly
forms a part of the citation is the principal clause on which the iv

must be made to depend ! (When it is said :

"
To-day if ye will

hear his voice :" then harden not your hearts). Semler, Morus,

Storr, De Wette, Bleek, Olshausen, etc., supply ),ey before ver. 16.

(Seeing that it is said :

"
To-day," etc., I ask, who then has har-

dened himself)? This rendering, also, and the connexion of

thought which results from it, no one will affirm to be natural, be-

sides that in this case, if the author in ver. 15, seq., passes to a new
turn of thought, the <5e at ver. 15 could not be dispensed with.

Berigel, Michaelis, Zacharia, and others, explained ver. 14 as a

parenthesis, and construed KV roi XeyzoOai with rrapa/ca/leire, as if the

author meant to prescribe the forms of words with which they were

to admonish one another daily :

"
to-day, harden not," etc. Not

much better is the connexion with Karda^^Ev proposed by Luther,

Calvin, Beza, and Tholuck
; they will hold fast the faith most effec-

tually by repeating to themselves at times the words in Ps. xcv. 7.

It is certainly preferable to all these artificial constructions, to sup-

pose a simple anacoluthon
;

as if the author had begun a new

period at ver. 15, but had not finished it, having allowed himself to

be interrupted by the question riv^q yap, etc., and thus led to an-

other idea. But here, likewise, we stumble at the want of the de,

which cannot, in the case before us, as at ver. 12, be explained by
the emphasis of the address.

It appears to me the most natural way to take t-v rw Myeodai as

dependent on the ichole of the ~L4th verse, i. e., as grammatically de-

pendent on fisro^oi yeyovafj.e.v, and to render " as it is said." We
are partakers of C':r:st if we keep the faith, inasmuch as it is said,
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etc. Ver. 15, therefore does not (as according to the interpretation
of Luther, Calvin, etc.) lay down the manner in which we must act

in order to keep the faith, but simply a reason or proof that we must

keep the faith, in order to be partakers of Christ.

This proof is now developed in vers. 16-18, and then in ver. 19

the same thesis as we have in ver. 14, only in a negative form

(that the Israelites on account of their unbelief came not into the

rest), is repeated as a quod erat demonstrandum. The carrying out

of the proof connects itself with the word rrapaTnicpaanoc., on to which

the author had quoted the passage from the Psalms at ver. 15. Still,

only the first link in the chain of proof is connected with this word.

It forms only the point from which the writer sets out. Afterwards

he deals in like manner with the other ideas and words of the pas-

sage in the Psalms, chiefly specifying the forty years' murmuring
ifa from npooo^Oeu) from ^flew, indignari, this again from

7,
a cliff, a place of breakers, hence tf\;0m', to surge against, to

be vehement against any one), and the words el etaeXevoov-at dq rf,i>

Kardnavaiv pav.

The following are the successive steps in the proof. At Marah

(Ex. xv. 23), and at Massah and Meribah (Ex. xvii. 7), certain sins

were committed
;
the people had murmured on account of the want

of water
;

it was not, however, these sins, but sins committed at a

later period at Kadesh (Num. xiv.) that brought upon the people
the punishment of the forty years' wandering in the wilderness,

which the Psalmist poetically connects with those sins at Marah and

Meribah
;
nor was it at these places, but at Kadesh, where it is ex~

pressly recorded that the entire people, with the sole exceptions of

Joshua and Caleb, murmured and sinned. Therefore our author

finds himself necessitated to form a bridge, so to speak, from those

particular sins mentioned in the passage in the Psalms, to the gen-
eral sin of unbelief. He asks therefore first :

" Who* were they who

did provoke God ? (Was it only those who had sinned at Meribah?)
Did not all do this who came out of Egypt by Moses ?" Thus he

remembers that that special act of sin taken by itself, does not find

its fit and proper designation in the word provocation, but the disj^i-

sition as a whole, which all Israel everywhere manifested. Hence,

secondly, it is evident, that the Psalmist was justified in connecting

the punishment of the forty years' wandering with the sin of the

* It is evident, even from the train of thought, that the true reading is rive?, rlci,

and not (with CEcum., Theoph., Vulg., Luther, Calvin, Grotius, etc.), rtvef rial ("only

some"). (Comp. Bleek on this passage, p. 471, seq.). The author could infer only from

the universality of sin in the time 6T Moses that the Israelites entered not into their

rest, and therefore that the promise still awaited its fulfilment
;
he could not have in-

ferred this from the fact, that "
only some" had sinned at that time and had been pun-

ished.
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"provocation." "But with whom was he angry forty years ?*
Was it not 'with them that had sinned?" From this it was to be

inferred that all must have sinned. Finally, in the third place, he
must notice the chief and fundamental sin, that disobedience which
refuses to be led in the gracious ways pointed out by God, that dis-

obedience which is therefore substantially one and the same thing
with unbelief ; for in Kadesh nothing was said of a disobedience

against the law, but of the disobedience which as was well known
to all the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews had its source in

the unbelief described in Num. xiv., which led the people to think

that, in spite of God's help, it would not be possible for them to

conquer the land. Thus the author, in ver. 18, adds the third mem-
ber of the proof, and returns again in ver. 19 to the thesis which

was to be proved.
In speaking, however, of the entrance into God's rest, the author

has introduced to his readers a new element of which he further

avails himself as the theme of the following didactic section. It was

to be ascribed he shews in chap. iv. not merely to the subjective

unbelief of the Israelites, bat also to the objective imperfection of

the Old Testament revelation, that Israel could not enter into the

true rest. He then shews how the highest fulfilment of the promise
of rest still lies in the future, and is offered through Christ, and

that we have therefore now to be doubly on our guard against unbe-

lief} as this is now doubly inexcusable.

SECTION SECOND.

IN THE SON ISRAEL HAS ENTERED INTO ITS TRUE REST.

(Chap, iv.)

This section belongs to those of which, as Tholuck justly re-

marks,
" few commentators have succeeded in clearly tracing out the

connexion of the ideas." The fault of this, however, belongs not to

the passage, but to the commentators, who have brought too much

their own ideas with them, and have not had the self-denial simply

to surrender themselves to the words of the writer.

For example, it has been taken for granted at the very outset

vers. 1-3, that the author here proceeds to warn against the subjec-

tive sin of unbelief. It is all one whether the words can bear this

* Here he shews, by the way, that he was well acquainted with the original text

of the passage. He here connects nstf D^ms with tsipN just as is done in the original

VOL. VI 25
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sense or not, this must be their meaning ! nor does it alter the

case, although what follows in ver. 4, seq., should in no way be

suitable to such a sense.

Ver. 1. In the sentence ju^ore, etc.. it is self-evident that nq
is the subject, 6oKy the predicate, voreprjuevai the object to dony, as

also that the words eioehdelv d$ TTJV Kardnavcnv avrov are dependent
on t-TrayyeAiaf. Further, it appears pretty clear on a comparison of

chap. ii. 11 with 18, that avrov here is not to be understood in the

reflexive sense, but as pointing back to God, who was the subject at

chap. ii. 17-18. The only thing about which there can be any

question is, upon what the genitive Kara^enrofievTjg t-TroyyeAtaf de-

pends.
The great majority of commentators understand this genitive,

without more ado, either (so Cramer and Ernesti), as a genitive of

relation dependent on the verb vareprjKKvai (" that no one among you

appear to remain behind the promise which is still left," i. e., ap-

pear as one who neglects the promise which is still left, /. e.,
the

fulfilment of it) a construction which is impossible owing to the

position of the words, and the absence of the article at trray) tA/af

or, they take the words KarateiTiouevT]? t-nayye7J.a<; as a gen. abs., but

still regard this genitive abs. as dependent on vareprjict-vai ,
while

vareprjKKvai is considered as the principal idea, and tioKy, which is

taken in the sense of videri, as a pleonastic accessory idea (so Bleek,

Olshausen, and the greater number). The sense then is :

" Let us

take heed, that no one amongst you shew himself as one who comes

too late, seeing that a promise is still with us," i. e., that no one

amongst you appear, in reference to the promise still existing (still

to be fulfilled), as one who comes too late.* In support of the

purely pleonastic use of doicelv which is here supposed, the only au-

thority that can be adduced is a passage of the bombastic Josephus

(art. ii. 6-10). The signification putare, opinari, which oondv usually
has (for example chap. x. 29

;
Acts xxvii. 13), we are assured will

not suit the context here
;
as the author evidently intends to warn

his readers not against the thought of being too late, but against the

actual coming short itself.

Meanwhile, this is not so clear and manifest as for example
Bleek himself thinks. First of all, apart from the purely pleonastic

use of doKy in that interpretation, the use of the verb iorepelv already
strikes us as strange. If it is the aim of the author to warn against

trifling away the fulfilment of the promise still left, i. c. }
the sub-

* Still more unsuitably, Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Gerhard, Do Wette explain /caraA.

iircry)'. by contemta promissione promissionem contemnens. Kara^eineiv might in-

deed have this meaning (Acts vi. 2), but in this case, the article could not be omitted bo-

fore inayyeAtaf. The only natural way of expressing this idea in Greek would be this :

if f vfiuv KoraAeiTrwv rqv txayyeXiav A. 6onrj varep^nivat.
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jective participation in this fulfilment, why does he select a word for

this purpose which in nowise contains the idea of a subjective trifling

away, but of a purely objective being too late ? Whether the

readers lived before or after the fulfilment of the still remaining
promise was not a matter depending upon their choice

;
how then

could the author admonish them to take heed, lest they came some
time after this promise, which was still left, was also fulfilled ? Did
this fulfilment then take place in one definite moment of time ?

We must therefore take the verb vorepelv in a very weakened signi-

fication, somewhat in the signification of "
neglect," and in addition

to this suppose a double figure in errayye/Ua^ ;
in the first place,

"
promise" must stand for

"
fulfilment of the promise," and, sec-

ondly, the words "subjective interest in the fulfilment of the promise"
must be supplied at varepelv. Take heed this would be the idea

seeing that the fulfilment of a promise still remains, lest any of you
should lose by delay his interest in. this fulfilment (or should neglect
the right time at which to obtain an interest in it).

But a second inconvenience now presents itself, namely, the

perfect vareprjicevai. 'Torepelv already means " to come too late ;"

and why should the perfect be used in a passage where warning is

given against a, future coming too late ?

For all these reasons, we agree with the interpretation given by

Schottgen, Baumgarten, Schulz, Wahl, and Bretschneider. accord-

ing to which dotcy receives its proper and natural signification, which

beside the inf. perf. is the only suitable one (as in Acts xxvii. 13),

while the principal idea is in do/q?, and the gen. abs. is regarded as

dependent on dotty,
" Let us take heed, therefore, lest while there

is still a promise to be fulfilled, any one of you should nevertheless

imagine that he has come too late" (namely : that he lives in a

time when all promises are long since fulfilled, and that no further

salvation is to be expected, or has any claim on our earnest endea-

vours to attain it). The author says purposely not firj Son&nev ovv,

but (f)o(3?]d^)fj,ev ovv \ir\-noii rig dony ; he will represent this error not

merely as a theoretical one, but (chap. ii. 12) as one that was prac-

tically dangerous. This idea harmonizes exactly with the context.

The author here, as indeed everywhere throughout the epistle,

designs to impress upon his readers the consciousness that the new

covenant is not worse than the old, that Christianity is not some-

thing superfluous, something with which, at any rate, they might

dispense if only they have their beloved Judaism, but that the latter

rather has been made dispensable by Christianity. He, therefore,

in ver. 1, and in the beginning of ver. 2, places Christianity on a

level with Judaism, we too wait for a promise to be fulfilled then

in the second half of ver. 2, he begins to shew how Christianity is

even far superior to Judaism.
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Ver. 2. The first words are clear. We too, as well as those

who lived in the time of Moses, have received a blessed message, a

promise that we shall be introduced into a promised laud of rest.

Nay, we have received this in a higher and better sense thau they.

The word which has been given to us is infinitely better than the

word which the Israelites received by Moses. In the first place :

the word spoken by Moses could not bring the hearers to the faith
;

it remained something external to them, it proffered a promise

indeed, and annexed a condition to it, but it imparted no strength
to fulfil this condition (ver. 2-5 comp. ver. 12, 13); and secondly,
the promise contained in that word even in respect of its import,
was not the true and right promise, for it was an earthly rest that

was there proffered, whereas it is a spiritual and eternal rest that

is now promised to us (ver. 6-10).
Let us look, now, at the first of these two arguments which

begins with the words, ver. 2., dAA' ovu dxfr&rjaev, and is afterwards

repeated more fully in ver. 12, 13. It is not to be wondered at,

that a fake interpretation of ver. 1 should have led the majority of

commentators into an entire misunderstanding also of ver. 2. They
conceive that here (as in chap. ii. 16-19) it is still tin.- -n. 'Active un-

belief of the Jews that is adduced as the reason of their not having
attained to the rest, whereas, in the passage before us, it is rather

the objective imperfection of the Old Testament revelation that is given
as the ground of the imperfect fulfilment of the promises. Oqly

thus, too, can the connecting particle dAAa be accounted for. In

the words KOI yap lafiev, etc., the new covenant is only placed on a

level with the old, and in the purely objective point of view, that in

the one, as in the other, a gracious message is given. The state-

ment now made that the word of God in the old covenant did not

profit or was inefficacious, stands in an antithetical relation to that

which precedes it. (Had the writer meant to say, that the Israelites

under the old covenant were unbelieving, as also many under the

new covenant are inclined to unbelief, he would have used only the

connecting particle 6i
}
or better still nal

/xtv.)

But the view which we have given of the train of thought finds

its justification chiefly in the words themselves. The reading of

these words, however, wavers, and that in three points. Firstly, in

one portion of the codd. the attic form avyKEKpa^Ev ... is found, in

the other the later form ovytteKepaa/cev . . .
; that the latter is the

true reading, while the form owes its origin to a correction, is self-

evident. Secondly, a single cursive manuscript (Gricsbach Nro. 71)
has dKovaOslai, instead of duovaaai

; and more recent critics, on the

authority of the Vulgate, have conjectured a reading duovafiaoi (dat.

plur. of aKovajia)-, here again it is self-evident that the reading

duovaaoi, confirmed by all sources, considered merely as the more dif-
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ficult, is the genuine reading ;
and we shall soon see that dicovadelai,

as also the rendering of the Vulgate, ex illis que audierant, owes its

origin to the embarrassment arising from not being able to ex-

tract any suitable sense from the other. The difficulty is greater in

the third point. The Peshito (Izoiioj cue Zooi |_^Ua^ j^ ^4.10

oto^isQ^? ^oJoi^.) and the Vulgate (sermo auditus nonadmixtus fidei

ex eis quas audierant) point to the reading avynenpaanKvos, which is

found also in Chrysostom, and has been retained in several cursive

MSS. On the other hand, the codd. A.B.C.D.E., the versio Copt.,

Aeth., Armen., Philoxen., Slav., have the accusative plural ovyKeice-

paapevovg (resp. ovyKKupafievov^. Almost all the more recent com-

mentators (with the exception of Olshausen and Tholuck) consider

the latter as decidedly the true reading, on account of these weighty
external proofs. But the point is not, therefore, to be regarded
as summarily settled. The fact of the nom. sing, occurring only
in the cursive MSS., while the uncial MSS. have the ace. plur.,

by no means proves that the nom. sing, 'is not the ancient reading.
Let us take into view the authority of the primitive Peshito, cer-

tainly the most ancient source of the New Testament text which

we possess, the circumstance that Jerome, who, with the utmost

care, compared good manuscripts which already in his time were

old, gave the preference to the nom. sing. ; finally, that Chrysostom
read the nom., and we shall have no difficulty in coming to the

conclusion, that the nom. sing, is a reading of primitive antiquity,

beside which, however, there stood already in the first centuries

another reading, and which was soon almost entirely supplanted by
this other reading.

We have now only to ask which of the two readings is, upon
internal grounds, the more suitable

;
and if we find, moreover, that

this internally more suitable reading might, as the more difficult

one, be easily misunderstood, we shall then have an explanation of

the early origin and the subsequent general acceptation of the false

reading. The ace. plur. yields the more flat and less suitable sense;

the nom. sing, yields a finer sense, which, however, might easily

escape recognition on a superficial reading.
If we adopt the reading avyKenepaafj-evovg, the passage must then

be rendered thus :

" The word heard (comp. 1 Thess. ii. 13) did not

profit those persons, because they did not unite themselves in the

faith with those who obeyed," viz., with Joshua and Caleb. Ac-

cording to this, it would still be the subjective unbelief of the contem-

poraries of Moses that is here blamed a view inconsistent with the

context. (So (Ecuinenius, Photius, Hammond, Cramer, Matthai.)

But as before, at chap. ii. 16-19, no distinction whatever was

made between those who believed not, and Joshua and Caleb

who believed., and, in general, no reference at all was made to these
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two men, such an explanation of the passage as that just men-
tioned would be unintelligible and arbitrary. Besides, it is inad-

missible to take dicoveiv in the particip. ditovaaoiv, in the pregnant

signification of "
obey," which it never has in the Epistle to the

Hebrews
;
and this is doubly inadmissible here, where it stands so

close beside O,K.OT\. Others have proposed, moreover, to connect the

dat. duovaaoiv as the dative ofpossessi<yn in the sense of a genitive with

moret (through the faith belonging to the hearers, or becoming them),
which is a grammatical monstrosity. Even Bleek can find no other

way of escape than to conjecture aKovofiaoi, and in this he at least

shews from what view the reading dicovaOdoiv has originated.

The reading ovyiceKepaanevo$ offers an exceedingly fine and

suitable sense, but one indeed which might easily be overlooked.

The author, in chap, iv., no longer speaks of the subjective unbelief

of Moses' contemporaries, but of the objective imperfection of the

Old Testament institutions. The word which was given by Moses
to the Israelites consisting, a, of the promise that they should come
into the earthly rest, and, b, of the law as the annexed condition

could not be united to the hearers by faith. (So also Olshausen).
This idea finds its clearest explanation in its opposite ver. 12, where,

according to the context, the New Testament word of God is spoken

of, and where it is described as penetrating into the innermost marrow

and joints of the man. The law remained as a cold command exter-

nal to the man, the will of God and the will of man were not united;
therefore the Mosaic word of God could not profit. The law, with

its
" thou shalt," could never bring about that surrender of the

heart, that disposition and attitude of loving receptivity, which can

be awakened only by the love of Him " who hath first loved us," and

which is called "faith," and leads to a fellowship of being and of

life with God.

How easily now might this idea have been overlooked, as it lies

not on the surface of the words ! How easily may it have happened
to interpreters and transcribers, in the very earliest period, as it has

to the majority of commentators till the present day, to fall into the

error of supposing that the writer still continues, in chap. iv. 1, 2,

to speak of the subjective unbelief of Moses' contemporaries ! It

will not be disputed that the early origin, and subsequent wide ex-

tension of the false reading ovyKeKeparj[iKvovc, may in this way be

fully accounted for. The antithesis, therefore, tofaith, ver. 2, is not

unbelief, but worlcs, and this antithesis is, in fact, expressed in ver. 3.

Ver. 3.
" For we enter into the rest as believers" It is quite

evident that those are wrong who paraphrase the words thus :

" If

we do not merely hear, but also believ." The mv-eveiv has its anti-

thesis in the tyyotc. It is not a condition equally belonging to the

old and the new covenant that is here described, but the difference
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of the condition of the New Testament covenant from that oLthe
Old Testament. In the words, as he said, the author proceeds to

shew in how far even the Old Testament itself points to the insuffi-

ciency of the law and its works. For this end he again cites a verse

from the 95th Psalm, which he had already cited in chap. iii.

(although with a different object), namely, the words :

" As I have

sworn in my wrath : they shall not enter into my rest." These

words, however, in themselves contain no proof of the statement,
that through faith alone we can enter into the rest of God, but they
derive their argumentative force from the clause which is added :

"
Although the works were performed from the creation of the

world." It is self-evident that the works here are antithetically

opposed to faith. It is surprising how all critics should have sup-

posed that the works of God are here meant, and especially his works

of creation. Tevrj6evrh)v is understood in the pregnant sense of a

part, pass., and yiyveoOcu, moreover, in the sense of refaladai
; and

the words are thus rendered : "Although the works (of God) were

already completed from the moment of the (finished) creation of

world" i. e., in other words :

"
Although the creation of the world

was already finished from the moment at which it was finished ! !"

A strange idea ! And when was it that the concluding moment of

an action came to be denoted by dno ? Had this been the meaning
of the author, he must have expressed himself thus : ttairoi r&v

epyuv TTJS ara/3o/l% KOOIIOV i']dr] reT/l<7/zeVa)i>. Works which are

done dno Karafto^ KOO^OV, can be no other than such as are done

since the creation of the world, from the creation of the world on-

wards.

And, if the above interpretation is ungrammatical, it is no less

irreconcileable with the context and the train of thought. The

meaning which it yields would be this : Although God already

rested, men did not yet^rest. But the "
although" is about as suit-

able in this place as it would be in the sentence: Although Quintus
is already very old, Cestius is still young. From the fact that God
has already completed the creation of the world, to infer directly,

and without any intermediate proposition, a warrant for expecting
that the Israelites shall be introduced into the rest of God, is about

as valid a sequence as, from the fact that Quintus is old, to infer

the expectation that Cestius also shall be old. The commentators,

too, have not been insensible to this impropriety, and have sought

to lessen it in various ways. Many of the older interpreters gave to

Kalrot for a change the signification et quidem of this nothing fur-

ther need be said. Others of more recent date, following Calvin,

have sought to remove the difficulty by ingenious supplements.

Tholuck, for example, supplements the idea in the following terms:

The Israelites were not permitted to enter into the rest; and yet God.
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rested in heaven after the work of creation was finished, so that an

ob^ctive resting-place, already existed. But what reader could find

all this in the words Kairoi, etc.? Bleek has shewn most ingenuity
in filling up the idea, nnd if we have rightly understood him, it is in

the following way: God rested from the creation; hut God's rest is

reciprocal in its nature; then only does God really rest, when he has

completed the work of his manifestation to the creatures. And, accord-

ingly, it is remarkable that for God the SaUxith has already begun ;

and there are, nevertheless, creatures who do not keep the Sabbath vith

him, nay, who cannot keep it with him. But however true this train

of thought may be in itself, we read nothing of it in the text
;
and

no one who reads this chapter, without beginning at the middle,

and coming backward, could possibly have in his mind, in reading
ver. 3, these intermediate ideas about the Sabbath (which are to be

found in ver. 9, seq., and in a similar form to that in which Bleek

has given them). But, in addition to this, no indication is given,
even in what follows, of the antithesis implied in the words, that

God rests indeed from the creation, lut that he has not yet finished

the work of the manifestation of himself to his creatures. We must

therefore reject this explanation also, on account of the context, even

although the interpretation on which it rests had been grammatically
less untenable. The true and most simple explanation is to be drawn

from ver. 2. The author had there affirmed of the word spoken by
Moses, that it was not mixed or amalgamated with the hearers ly

faith, that it remained external and strange to them, and therefore

that it could profit them nothing. He had in opposition to this,

laid it down in ver. 3, that we, the members of the New Testament

Israel, enter into that rest into which the Old Testament Israel en-

tered not, and that we enter ly faith. What more natural, now,
than that the reader should think of the well-known opposition of

faith and works, which indeed had already been implicitly indicated

in ver. 2 ? It was almost an example of the rule of three : the

New Testament word of Christ is related to faith as the word of

Moses, the law, is to the works.

Only we must guard against limiting the idea expressed in Zp-ya

to good works. Of such works, indeed, none were performed from the

creation of the world. Nay, this is rather what the apostle intends

to bring out that as " the works" were done from the beginning,
and yet notwithstanding Israel did not enter into the rest, these

works were none of them good, but evil, and at least imperfect,
works tainted with sin.

In like manner, we must guard against another improper re-

striction of pya to the works of the law, fulfilments of the Mosaic

commands. These were, of course, not performed from the crea-

tion of the world, but only after the giving of the law from Sinai
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No
;
the author speaks quite generally of the works of men, of the

work of the human race, of all activity, all endeavours better or

worse. The idea is, in general terms, as follows : All that can

be comprehended under the term works, has been performedfrom the lime

of the creation of the world onwards, but has never been sufficient to

bring man to the Kard-navais, to a state of satisfied rest. The in-

ference from this is, that an entirely new way of salvation, not that

of human doings and human endeavours, but that of faith in the

salvation which God hath provided, is necessary in order to attain

to the rest.

Vers. 4, 5. This idea is in these verses more fully explained.
The author shews here, that by Zpya he meant not the works of God,
but the works of men in opposition to those of God. "

God, indeed,
rested already on the seventh of the days occupied in the creation

of the world : and still he says of men
} they are not yet capable of

entering into his rest." God's works, then, were finished internally

perfect, and therefore externally complete but the works of men
were internally imperfect, and hence, externally there was no men-
tion of a resting of men

;
the work and labgur still continued, and

could not cease until the result was arrived at
;
the result, however,

remained ever unattained.

The first part of this idea is introduced by the words : dp-fine, yap
TTOV nepl ~?7 tpdoprjg. On TTOV compare our remark on chap. ii. 6.

The author here refers beforehand to the t'/Moju??, because he intends

afterwards to graft a further idea on this preliminary mention of it,

which he does in ver. 9, secj.

In vers. 6-8 the author passes to a new sentiment, a new point
of comparison between the work of Christ and the work of Moses.

The opposition between the work of both is twofold, just as was

that in chap. iii. 2-6 between the persons. The first imperfection
in the work of Moses consisted in this (iv. 2-5) that his work im-

parted no power for the fulfilment of it, did not unite itself to the

hearers through faith, and therefore could not conduct to the prom-
ised rest

;
the second consists in this that the rest itself into

which the Israelites could be introduced by Moses and were actually

introduced by Joshua, was only an earthly, a typical rest, while

Christ conducts to a real, a substantial rest, which in its nature cor-

responds to the Sabbath rest of God. But, as in chap. iii. the

first point of difference was repeated in the development of the

second (Moses was a servant in the typical house, Christ a son in

the living house), so here also, when the author shews the oppo-

sition between the Old and New Testament rest, he repeats at

the same time the first point of difference, that, namely, between

the not being able to enter into the rest, and the being able to

enter into it, nay, he finds in the second the full confirmation of

the first.
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Vers. 6, 7, form a somewhat complicated period. The 2)rota$is

consists of two parts, which depend ou the verbs d^oXd-^Krai and OVK

dafjAdov ;
the apodosis consists of the statement, that God, in the

old covenant, indicates by the Psalmist a future rest. The connect-

ing link between the two is the particle i-nd, since.

The words, it remains that some en/' r into if, are evidently only a

repetition of what is said in ver. 1 (a promise being left of entering
into his rest), and express, therefore, the fundamental thesis, that

the promise of a rest was not fully or really fulfilled in the entrance

of Joshua into Canaan. The second member : those to irhom it was

first preached entered not in because of unbelief form, again, only the

negative reverse side of the first member, and who are the persons
meant by those to whom it was first preached is explained in ver. 2,

where it is said of the Christians in opposition to the Old Testa-

ment Israel : for to us hath tiie gospel been preached as well as to them.

The rtvtV, therefore, whose entrance into the rest is still impending,
are the Christians, while those to icltom it was first preach- d are the

Jews, and those, especially, to whom in the time of Moses the gra-
cious call to enter into the land of rest was addressed. The \\onls

on account of unbelief serve to remind us at once of the subjective

fault of the Jews mentioned in chap. iii. 16-19, and of the objective

impotency of the law mentioned in chap. iv. 2-5.

The principal question here, however, is, in what logical relation

do the protasis and apodosis stand to each other. The view gen-

erally taken of this relation is, that the apodosis contains the final

conclusion at which the author aims, and which he wishes to prove,
while the protasis contains the proof. The entire passage is viewed

as containing an answer to the question, why God must needs have

defined and mentioned a second day of rest. The necessitating
cause of this was, that the Israelites were disobedient the first

time. To this interpretation the words since tiiey to whom it was

first preached entered not in because of unbelief are certainly agreeable,
but not the words: seeing it remains that some enter into it. That at

present (in the author's time) a farther entering into the rest is about

to be accomplished, cannot be the reason why (,iil has, in the time

of David, defined a more distant day of rest. (The most that can

be said is, that dTToXeinerat might be related to bpi&tv as a kind of

end or aim).
We think, however, that the protasis contains the answer to the

question, why it was possible for God to determine a second day of

rest. We may give the sense periphrastieally for the sake of clear-

ness thus : only for this reason could God define a second day of

rest long after the time of Moses, because, namely, as was .said

above in vers. 1, 2, the original promise still waits for its fulfilment,

and the Israelites at that time did riot in general enter into the rest.
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The thing therefore to be proved lies in the protasis, the proof in

the apodosis (as if, for example, I wished to prove that one is a

spendthrift and said to him :

" because you are a spendthrift your
father has not entrusted you with any money, = if you were not a

spendthrift he would not have withdrawn his credit from you). It

is onlyformally and apparently, that the protasis contains any reason

for the apodosis ;
the sinew of the proof lies in the conclusion drawn

backward from the apodosis to the protasis. Had the author writ-

ten logically he would have said :

"
Only if the case so stands as

was said in vers. 1, 2, can we comprehend how God could again de-

fine a day of rest
; but, as he has actually done this, the case must

stand so
;
there must still be a rest to be entered into, and Israel at

that time must not have entered the rest." (Quite a similar form of

logical inversion occurs in chap. v. 1, see infra).

This absolute non-entrance of the Israelites (ot> doriWov) now

prepares the way for the second point of difference between the work

of Christ and that of Moses. All that was said in chap. iii. was,
that the single generation consisting of Moses' contemporaries did

not come into the rest, but died in the wilderness. There was still

room in that chapter for the supposition, that the following genera-

tion did enter into the rest. But, already in chap. iv. 1, the author

has tacitly presupposed, that even after the time of Joshua, even

now, the fulfilment of that promise of rest is yet at least in part to

be accomplished, and in the 6th verse he speaks quite uncondition-

ally of an OVK da&Qelv on the part of those to whom it was first

preached, while in ver. 8, which is explanatory, he directly denies

disertis verbis that Joshua brought the Israelites to the rest denies

that the rest into which Joshua brought the people was the true

rest. Thus, in ver. 6, seq., the Old Testament rest is opposed to that of

the New Testament as the merely typical to the substantial (just as in

chap. iii. 5, the house in which Moses served for a testimony of future

revelations, is opposed to the house of Christ, whose living stones

we are).

Now this proposition thus modified and thus expanded, that the

Old Testament rest was in general not the true rest, is in ver. 7

proved from the Old Testament. Only thus can it be explained,

that God could point to a second future day of rest. And this God

has done in the 7th vers'e of the 95th Psalm (cited in chap. iii. for a

different purpose).
Three questions present themselves here. First, how the apo-

dosis, ver. 7, is to be construed
; secondly, whether the 95th Psalm

is one of David's, and thirdly, whether the passage proves what the

author intends it should prove. With regard to the first of these

questions, the words ev &avid .... npoeiprfrai are a parenthetical

insertion, with which the author interrupts himself after he had
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begun the citation itself, and which, grammatically, stands in the

relation of apposition to the subject involved in bpi&i. The words

IIETCL roaovrov %p6vov determine the time of the Atywv, and intimate

that God spake thus EO long after the time of Joshua, namely, by
the mouth, and therefore in the time, of David

;
and the words

a0o>$- -rrpoeiprj-ai. likewise connect themselves grammatically with

Aeywv, and indicates to the reader that the words here cited luul al-

ready been cited above in chap. iii. 7, seq., and 15. As regards the

third question j
it must be acknowledged that the argumentative force

of the passage is very apparent. The Psalmist refers back to the

time when Israel was called to enter into its rest, and when Israel

neglected this call by its disobedience ;
then he exhorts the Israel-

ites, on what day they should hear the voice of God again, to give a

different response to it from what they did then, and to obey it with-

out delay (according to the Greek translation : if ye again heat his

voice to-day, obey it to-day). The Psalmist therefore presupposes
the possibility of Israel's being again placed in analogous situation

to what it was then, and admonishes it not to forfeit again the en-

trance into the offered glory.

And this, too, involves the answer to the second question.
Whether David was the author of the psalm or not, is a question
on which no important result depends ;

the 95th psalm is not like

the 2d and 110th, grafted on a special promise made to David, but

contains only the general expectation of future gracious calls from

God, which, if Israel had already been conducted by Joshua into

its absolute rest and satisfaction, would no longer have been possi-

ble. All that needs to be insisted on is, that the passage in the

psalm was written "
so long afterwards" (namely, after Moses and

Joshua); its force of proof lay, not in its antiquity, but rather in

the lateness, of the time when it was written. In the Old Testa-

ment the psalm has no superscription, the Sept. which was in the

hands of the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews ascribed it to

David, and this comparatively late period was sufficient for the ar-

gument which the author would draw from it, and therefore he

could without hesitation adopt the statement of the Sept. Critical

investigations into the genuineness or spuriousness of the super-

scription which the psalm bears in the Sept., would certainly have

been just as little in place here, as, in the address of Stephen, Acts

vii. 14, an investigation into the accuracy of the number 75. It

must not, however, be overlooked that our author, inasmuch as he

says merely
" in David" (= in the book of David, the Psalms) and

* Others take the first aq/tepov as the object of teyuv,
" inasmuch as in David ho

calls it (the day) a to-day." Others, as Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Block, take ar/urimv as ap-

position to i/fiF(>av rivd,
" he defines again a day, a to-day." This entire treatment of

is modem.
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not by the mouth of David, shews plainly enough his intention, that

no weight at all should here be made to rest on the person of David.

In ver. 8 we have an extension of the proof contained in ver. 7, and,
with this, an explanation of ver. 7, in the clear and simple state-

ment, that such a reference to a future call of God and word of God
would not have been possible, if 'Iqaovg (i. e., in this context of

course Joshua) had already truly led the Israelites into the rest.

This, however, involves the inference that Joshua did not truly lead

the Israelites into the rest
;
the earthly possession of the land which

was not even completely conquered under Joshua, which under the

Judges was oppressed by heathen kings, which had in Saul a bad

king, in David one who had little rest from war, in Solomon one

who fell from wisdom into folly, and which, after the death of Solo-

mon, sunk down from its high eminence of typical glory that

earthly possession of the land such as was brought about by Joshua,
was not yet the true rest of God. Thus has the writer returned to

the thesis contained in ver. 6 : The Old Testament had no true rest,

and therewith to the thesis in vers. 1, 2 : We have still to expect the

entrance into rest, and that the true rest.

This last inference is now drawn in ver. 9. The author, however,
does not here say merely that there is still a Kardnavmg, a state of

rest to be looked for, but he denotes this Kardrcavaig by the higher
name aappariafioc, (a word which occurs besides only in Plutarch de

superstit. 3), as the celebration of a Sabbath. And thus he carries out

here an idea which he had indicated in ver. 4 ;
he carries it out

here, after having in vers. 6-8 shewn, that the rest into which

Joshua led the Israelites was no true rest. Now he shews, on the

other hand, that the rest into which the people of God were to

be led at a future time, and therefore by Christ, is true, because

it bears the character of a /Sabbatical rest, and thus truly corres-

ponds to the rest of God, after the work of creation was finished.

Here, therefore, after having suitably prepared the way, the author

first brings out the idea which the commentators have thrust

into ver. 3, where it could have suggested itself to the mind of no

reader.

God rested on the seventh day of the creation, because he had

finished his work not merely outwardly, but because his work was,

internally and qualitatively, a finished and perfect work (ver. 4).

But men could not in Moses', nay, even in Joshua's time, attain to

any rest from their activity, labour, pains, and exertion (ver. 8), be-

cause their work and activity were internally imperfect, stained with

sin. The true rest lies in the future
;
this must be the rest analo-

gous to the rest of God, a holy, a Sabbath rest; it must consist in

this, that man is able to rest from his works, in like manner and in

the same way, as God did from his, in other words, that man has
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finished his work internally, and can appear before God with the

result of his work undefiled by sin.

Ver. 10. And this work man has accomplished in the person of

his Saviour and substitute, Jesus Christ. This verse is generally un-

derstood as containing a general statement (" he who, quisquis,

enters into his rest, rests from his works"), and it is supposed that

the aorist Kare-navaev is used here, by way of change, instead of the

present, or (Bleek), that the aorist is occasioned by the aorist to be

supplied at uKrrep. But with all this artifice, nothing more is gained
than a statement in great measure tautological. When we trans-

late the words with grammatical exactness as they stand (" for he

who has entered into his rest, himself rested in like manner from

his works, as God from his' ) they yield the finest and most strik-

ing parallel to the corresponding member in the first principal part
of our epistle at chap. ii. 9. In the second section of the lirst prin-

cipal part the three members of the argument were the following.

1. Man is destined to the dominion over the universe.

But 2. Man is not yet so highly exalted.

But 3. Jesus is already exalted.

Quite analogous to this (with a difference only in the formal log-

ical connexion of the three members) is, what we find in this, the

second section of the second principal part.

1. Man has received the call to enter into his rest.

2. He has not yet been led into this rest by Joshua
;
there is

still a rest to be expected.
3. And that a Sabbatical rest, for : Jesus, who is entered into

his rest, rests in a Sabbatical manner as God does.

The statement in ver. 10 is therefore not general, but special ;

by the words 6 yap eloeWuv the author meant Jesus, and every un-

prejudiced reader must also, on account of the aorist KareTravaev un-

derstand the verse in the same way. The author does not expressly
add the name 'Irjaovg, because in ver. 8 this name was used to

designate Joshua. In evident opposition to the Joshua who could

not bring the people to the rest, the author speaks in ver. 10 of
" that one who hath entered into his rest." (Avrov refers to Oeov,

according to the analogy of chap. iii. 11, 18).

Jesus has internally finished his works, nay, the works of all

mankind, and therefore has brought them to an external comple-
tion. With the Sabbath of the resurrection, on which, after his

work and humiliation was ended, he entered into his state of exulta-

tion and glory, on which he left the state in which the soul was

separated from the body, the Sheol, and entered into the life of

glorified Iti-ily ;
with this Sabbiith began the second Sabbath of God,

the Sabbath of God the Son, as with the future setting up of a new
heavens and a new earth, the Sabbath of God the Holy Ghost will
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begin. When, therefore, in 'accordance with the eternally binding
command which requires that after every six days of activity in our

earthly calling, one day of rest should be devoted to the sacred Sab-

bath activities of our heavenly calling, Christians everywhere reckon

the seven days not from the creation-Sabbath of God the Father,
but from the creation-Sabbath of God the Son this mode of reck-

oning finds its justification in the passage before us.

Ver. 11. Man has not yet entered into the rest, but Jesus has

entered into the true Sabbath rest
; what, remains, then, but that

we also should seek by him to enter into this aa^ana^og. This ex-

hortation follows in ver. 11 : Let us strive, therefore, to enter into

that rest, with the accompanying warning not to let it be with us as

with those contemporaries of Moses, who, because they listened not

through unbelief and disobedience to the gracious call which was

then addressed to them, were afterwards held up by the Psalmist as

an example of warning to us. Let us beware, therefore, says the

author, lest we neglect the second more excellent and more power-
ful call of grace, and lest we also should, in our turn, become a

sad example of warning to others. 'T-xodeiyii-a, a later Greek word

instead of the attic Ttapadeiyiia. 'Ev i>7ro(Jety/z<m "as an exam-

ple," a proleptic use of the
t-v,

" that we do not turn out to be an

example."
Ver. 12. The warning, however, is rendered still more pointed

and impressive by the statement, that the excuse which (accord-

ing to ver. 2) the contemporaries of Moses had, no longer remains

for us. The ground of unbelief in their case lay, not merely in

the perverse will of men, but in part, also, in the objective im-

potency of the word brought by Moses, the law, which could

awaken no confidence of faith, no joy, no love, and which could not

open the heart. This extenuating circumstance, however, does not

hold in our case
;
in our case, there is nothing weak or deficient in

the word of God
;
for the word of God is quick, powerful, pene-

trating into the soul
;

if we fall into unbelief, the blame rests with

ourselves alone.

By the word of God is therefore clearly to be understood, as the

context shews, the word of the New Testament revelation. Only,

it is not to be supposed that in the genitive rov deov is expressed

the antithesis to the Aoyo? rfjg dicoTjs of ver. 2. The genitive rov 6eov

forms rather merely the antithesis to the first person plural onov-

ddoufiev. "Let us strive to enter into that rest, for nothing any

longer fails on the part of God the word of God is powerful."

Only from the context is it to be inferred as a thing self-evident,

that the author speaks here of the word of God which we have

heard, and not of the law of Moses.

And thus ver. 12 certainly forms a supplementary antithesis to
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ver. 2 in respect of the matter (though not in a formally logical con-

nexion). This deep and subtle connexion has, however, by all com-

mentators hitherto been overlooked. A portion of these commentators

(many of the Fathers, Clericus, Bertholdt) have understood b /!} ru-

in the sense in which it is used by John of the Son of God as pre-

existent, and find in ver. 12 a reason why we ought to fear because

Christ, who as the pre-existent Adyoj- punished the Israelites, is so

severe
;
an explanation which is not consistent with the usus lingua?

of the Epistle to the Hebrews (comp. i. 6, where Christ as pre-

existent is denoted rather by TrpwroTo/tor). Another section of the

critics (almost all from the Reformation downwards), understood by
the Adyof rot" 6eov the Word of God in respect to its minatory de-

clarations,* and find in the verse this sentiment : We must therefore

beware of becoming an example, because the threatening predictions

of God were so surely and powerfully fulfilled. But, according to

this, we should rather expect to find in ver. 12 the words : "for the

word of God is kiU'oty and wounding as a sword." Instead of this,

we read of the vitality and penetrating sharpness of the word, a

sharpness penetrating into the innermost joints and marrow, into

the soul and spirit. These predicates form evidently an antithesis

to the words of ver. 2,
" not uniting itself with those who heard it

by faith."

The predicates, now, according to our interpretation, explain
themselves without great difficulty. The word of God (with which

we have to do in the New Testament), the word of the revelation

of the gospel in Christ, is living, chiefly in opposition to the stiff,

dead law, comp. Gal. iii. 21. The law is a dead fixing of the com-

mands of God upon us as it stands, so it is. The gospel Ls noth-

ing but an embodying of a living love itself in living words, words

which immediately take captive the heart. The law kills because

it is itself a dead letter, because it makes demands which it does

not give strength to perform, the gospel is itself a living breath of

love, and therefore it makes alive, therefore it works out what it aims

at, it is ivtpyrjs,

The nature of its efficacy is now more particularly described as

an innermost penetration of the innermost man, as a genuine avy-

Kepavvvfu (comp. ver. 2). It is sharper than every two-edged sword

(6ia-o\io<; that which has two mouths, then that which has two fore-

sides and no back, thus used of a sword : two-edged, comp. Itev. i.

16, ii. 12, LXX., Is. xi. 4, etc.). Not the deadly efficacy but the

penetrating sharpness, is that which is meant to be set forth. This

appears somewhat more clearly in the following member diinvovnevog,

etc.
"

It (the word of God) penetrates even to the dividing asunder

* Only Grotius says: Convenit hoc omni verbo Dei, sod prtucipuo evangelic, still with-

out explaining more particularly the connexion with ver. 1 1.
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of soul and spirit, of the joints and the marrow." The first question
that presents itself here is, whether this language is to be under-

stood as figurative or not
;

i. e., whether in what is here predicated of

the Adyof r. 0., we are to understand the language as properly a con-

tinuation of the figure of the sword (so that logically it would have

to be extended thus : it penetrates as a sword which penetrates to

the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow), or

whether we are to understand a real and literal efficacy of the word
of God as such to be set forth in the words : the word of God pierces
into the soul and spirit, into marrow and bone (in which case only
the latter expression would have to be taken as metonymical, or

better still as a proverbial expression). Now, prima facie, it seems

to be decisive against the latter and in favour of the former in-

terpretation, that according to the latter, the author would be

guilty of the inelegance of passing from a statement which is proper
and definite, viz., that the word of God penetrates soul and spirit,

to one which is vague and proverbial that it penetrates marrow
and bone. But the former interpretation also is attended with a

difficulty by no means inconsiderable. Namely : can the figure of

a sharp sword be, generally speaking, represented in the words : the

sword penetrates even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit ?

Swords have to do surely with bodies, not with souls and spirits !

The most that can be said for this sense is, that the expression
"
separation of soul and spirit" may be understood as something

equivalent to the separation of the body from the soul, and there-

fore as a mere designation of bodily death. In this case, we must

either suppose that the expression is to be extended thus :

"
to the

separation of the soul and the spirit from the body" (which, how-

ever, would destroy the parallelism with the following member apu&v

re KOI
ftveAo3i>, while it cannot be perceived why the author should

have named the spirit together with the soul, and why he did not

rather simply say : VV/CT re Kc" twSjwwoj). Or, we must, with Ols-

hausen have recourse to the conjecture that the author, under the

idea of bodily death, had in his mind the consummation of a

trichotomy, the separation of the soul from the spirit as well as

from the body.
This leads us, however, to a second question, the determination

of which is indispensable, ere we are at liberty to return to the first.

The question is this : must we understand as connected by re KOI

two things closely united ivith each other by nature, or two things

which have grown up together, between ivhich the sword (or the word

of God as a sword) penetrates, and which it is to separatefrom each

other ? So that the soul should be viewed as having grown upon
the spirit, the apjuo? on the fiveloc, somewhat in the same way as the

bark on the wood, and the sword cuts through between them some-

VOL. VI. 26
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The second member dpjwDv re ical [iveX&v serves most fully to

establish the interpretation we have given. With as little reason

can it be said that the dp/wi have grown upon the tiveXoi, as the soul

upon the spirit. Mvelog is the marrow, fiveXoi are the pieces of

marrow in the cavities of the bones. 'Ap/uo$-, literally joint, can be

taken either in the signification of limb or of joint. The marrow

grows neither together with the limbs nor the joints, but forms the

inmost kernel of the limbs, and if we adopt the signification limb,
we have, here again, two things named which are concentrically

related to each other. It is not meant, therefore, that the marrow
and the limb are severed from each other, but something is spoken
of which cuts not merely into the members, but through the bones

into the innermost marrow. Or, if we prefer the signification joint,

something is spoken of, which not merely pierces as a common sword

into the place of the cartilaginous joint, and in this way separates,

for example, the under from the upper part of the arm at the elbow,
but which penetrates also through and through to the marrow

tubes.

But what is this something which has this penetrating power ?

The separation of soul and spirit must, as we have seen, be taken

in the proper sense and referred to the word of God, not, in a

figurative sense, to the sword. Can, then, this separation of joints
and marrow, which is grammatically included with the foregoing in

a single nepiopos, be referred to anything else than to the word of
God? And yet can it with any propriety be said of the word of God
that it cuts into the joints, nay even into .the marrow? This brings
us back to the first question which, as it will be remembered, was

left undetermined. I do not think we are warranted in charging
the author with an inelegant recurrence from the thing to the figure;

but the words in question seem capable of the easiest explanation,

by supposing a rhetorical intermixture of two ideas which are logi-

cally to be separated, such as we have already observed in chap.

ii. 18, iii. 3. With logical precision, the idea would be expressed
thus : "The word of God is still sharper than a sword

;
for a sword

cuts generally only into the soft flesh (soft, offering less resistance),

but the word of God cuts not only into the (passive) soul, but even

into the (free and conscious) spirit ;
it therefore resembles a sword

which penetrates not merely into the members, but (through the

bones) into the marrow." This chain of ideas the author puts into a

more concise form thus :

" The word of God is sharper than every two-

edged sword, inasmuch as it penetrates to the dividing asunder as

well of spirit as of soul" (thus resembling a sword which pierces even

to the separation),
" as well of the marrow as of the joints."

Kpiritibg KvOvpijaeuv nal ivvoi&v napdiag in these words lies the

explanation of what was meant by the cutting asunder of soul and
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spirit. 'Rvdviirjasig are the natural desires and passions (not the

evil only) which involuntarily and undisturbed find play in the natu-

ral man. The word of the gospel falls into these like a leavening, a

hoyog KpiriKog, i. e. not as a KpiTrjg, a judge, but as having a critical

or separating effect upon them. It causes a movement, a fermen-

tation, an unavoidable disquiet among the more unconscious and

slumbering impulses and passions; the man feels himself no longer

happy, no longer innocent in the indulgence of inclinations to which
he yielded before with undisturbed pleasure ;

he feels himself no

longer satisfied with enjoyments and delights, which before were

the ideal after which he strove. The word of God, however, exer-

cises this sifting, rebuking, awakening, and comforting power, not

merely on the wdv/MJoeis, but also on the ewoiat (1 Pet. i. 12), the

opinions, the maxims and primciples which have been formed on the

basis of the natural man, as the result of the conscious and free ex-

ercise of the mind. This power it has, because, as the word of that

grace in the highest manifestation of which the holiness of G-od

remained altogether unscathed, it both forgives and judges the same

sin in the heart of man, at one and the same time, and by one

and the same act. On the cross of Christ the guilt has been atoned

for, and the sin which brought Christ to the cross at the same time

condemned, and held up as an object of abhorrence to all who love

the propitiator. Thus has this word of wonder, the wonder of all

words, the power to comfort without seducing into levity, to shake

without plunging into despair. It draws while it rebukes, it sifts

while it draws : the man cannot set himself free from it who has

once heard it
;

its gentleness will not allow him to cast it from him,
and as he holds it fast he escapes not also from its sifting severity.

It has in one word a barb. The law of Moses rebukes the deed

done
;
the word of the gospel works upon the source whence actions

proceed, the mind, the heart
;

it judges.&e/bre the deed is done, not

after; it is living ;
its judging consists in making better, in sancti-

fying the inner man of the heart, and thus extending its efficacy to

the outward life.

Ver. 13. In these words, in which a power of vision is ascribed

to the word of God (" nothing is hid from its eyes"), we have an

instance of that familiar tropical application of this faculty, which

is wont to be made to any illuminating body, and are by no means

under the necessity of recurring to that unsuitable interpretation

which explains the ivord of God of a, person. We can say with per-

fect propriety :

" the sun looks on us, before the sun everything lies

open, nothing is hid from it
;
the stars look into the night" we can

say this without representing the sun and stars as personal beings.

So here : all things lie open before the word of the gospel, simply

because this word throws its light upon and illuminates all things,

even the most secret motives of the heart.
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f^iu, to bend the neck, is said, according to the view of the

later critics (since Perizonius), to have received the signification
"

to

put in the pillory" (because those who were put in the pillory had
their neck bent downwards), and from this came the signification :

to lay open. There is no necessity, however, for such an explana-
tion. The explanation given by old Greek scholiasts is the true one :

Tpo^T/A/^w, to bend any one's neck backwards, and thereby to lay
bare the throat, hence in general : to lay bare.

Avrov refers, of course, back to Aoyof, not to 0eo>, by which the

thought would be entirely destroyed. With as little reason can it

be regarded as pointing forwards to ^05- uv (in the sense of K/fetrou),

so that we should have to translate the words thus :

"
all things are

open to the eyes of that with which we have to do," and as if this

were to be distinguished from the Adyo^- rov Oeov, ver. 12, as some-

thing different. It is self-evident that both genitives avrov point
backwards to o Adyof rov deov.

The relative clause npo$ bv falv 6 Adyof is therefore dependent on

an avrov already stiffi-c /<///'// <ljhtit>- /'// //*<//'. and does not servo the

purpose of giving a definiteness to avrov, but contains a new and

additional idea. That Adyof does not here again denote the word of

God, but has a different signification from what it has in ver 12, is

likewise evident. Luther, Schulz, Vater, and others take it in the

signification "speech, address," and npog in the signification
"

in re-

ference to," and the whole clause is analogous to the words in chap.
v. 11 Trepi ov (7roA%) r\\iiv 6 Adyof. They rendered it, accordingly,
thus :

" before the eyes of the word of which we speak." But this

additional clause would be altogether insipid, superfluous, and use-

less. Others therefore sought to find a weightier meaning in the

words. Following the Peshito, Chrys., Theophyl., Theodoret, Schmid,
Michaelis assigned to the word Adyo^ the signification,

"
reckoning,"

which it has in the phrase Adyov d-nodidovai (for example xiii. 17),

and rendered :

" of which we have to give account." This sense is

not even suitable to the right explanation of o Adyo? r. 0., nor is it

consistent with the right explanation of ver. 12, in which, as we
have seen, it is not the judicial threatenings of God's word that are

spoken of. Moreover this sense will not admit of being justified on

grammatical grounds, as Adyof sari alone cannot stand for Adyo? d-ro-

doTKog tnri. With much more reason, Calvin, Kuinoel, and De
Wette take Adyof in the general signification, res, negotiant, and

render :

" with which we have to do." This explanation is doubly
recommended if we were justified in finding in ver. 12 a material

antithesis to ver. 2, the antithesis, namely, between the Aoyo^ rfy

duoTiq which was spoken to the contemporaries of Moses and could

not profit them, and the Adyo$- rov 6eov
}
ver. 12, which is living and

powerful, and by which, according to the context, is to be understood
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the New Testament word of God in Christ. We have just observed

in ver. 12, that this antithesis is in no way expressed in the words

Xnjoq rov Oeov (inasmuch as the genitive Oeov must he referred to a

totally diiferent antithesis); we see now, however, that the author

has by no means left that antithesis without marked and definite

expression. With intentional emphasis, he places quite at the end

(and this very position gives it a peculiar force) the relative clause

TTpbg ov rJjuZv 6 Aoyof,

" with which we have to do," in which the

emphasis must be laid on the i}\uv. (In the German transla-

tion the avrov must be rendered not by
"
desjenigen" but only

by the possess, pron. On this, however, no relative can, 'according
to the rules of the German language, be dependent, so that this

relative clause, even in order rightly to express the emphasis which

rests upon it, must be connected with the subject of the clause in

ver. 12).

Vers. 14-16. In the last verses the striking comparison between

the dead, outward, legal word of Moses, which could not take away
the disobedience of the Israelites, nor lead them to the true rest, and
the living penetrating word of the new covenant was brought to a

close. From this now flows as a direct consequence, that we have

therefore (ovv) in Christ not merely a second Moses, that we have in

him more than a lawgiver, that we have in him who has gone for us

and before us into the eternal Sabbath rest of the heavenly sanc-

tuary, a High Priest.

This conclusion of the second section of the second part is, as

we have already observed, on chap. ii. 17, completely parallel with

the conclusion of the second section of the first part. In the first

part it was shewn that the Son is superior to the angels; a, in his

person, because in him the eternal -Kpu-oToitog became man
; b, in

his tvork, because in him as the first-fruits man is raised to the do-

minion over the universe, and over all heavens
; and, c, this is effected

because Christ as the messenger of God (d-noaro^og) in things per-

taining to men, united with this the office of high priestly represen-

tative of men (dp^tepsv^ in things pertaining to God. In the second

part, it has now been shewn that the Son is superior to Moses; a,

in his person, as the Son in the perfect house to the servant in the

typical house; b, in his ivork, because he first opened the way for

man to the true Sabbatical rest into which he himself entered be-

fore
;
and from this it follows, c, that he joined to the office of a

second Moses a Divinely commissioned leader out of captivity

the office of a high priest. The author having thus been led from

these two different starting-points to the idea of the dpxiepevs,

now proceeds to place upon the two first parts which may be viewed

as the pillars of the arch, the third part which forms the key-stone,

chap, vi., vii.
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It will appear from what has been said that the particle ovv, ver.

14, is to be taken in its usual signification, as rnarkinj; an inference
to be drawn from the foregoing, and as closely connecting vers.

14-16 with vers. 10-13. Those err furthest from the right under-

standing of the passage, who think (as Tholuck and Block) that

the author left his proper theme at chap. iii. 1, lost himself, so to

speak, in a digression which had no proper connexion icilli t/n sub-

ject, and that he now takes a sudden leap back to the path he had

left, so that ovv here is to be taken in a re*H///^//Vt> signification, and

as referring to the end of chap. ii. (" Seeing then that we have, as

has before been said, an high priest," etc.). With more reason it

was already perceived by Calvin, that the author has com pared
Christ first with the angels, then (according to his plan) with Moses,
and that he now intends to pass to a third point ; only he tailed to

perceive that the idea with which the 14th verse begins, really fol-

lows as an inference from vers. 10-13, and thought therefore that

ovv must be taken in the signification atqui ;
"now further," which

the word never has, and of which, as has been already said, there is

no need.

Now it is not, of course, to be thought that all the epithets
which are assigned to Christ in vers. 14-16, are enumerated with

the view of exhibiting tin- :

rlhj between Christ and the Old

Testament high priests, and the inferiority of the latter
;

for a com-

parison of this kind between Christ and the Old Testament high

priest first begins at the third principal part, which immediately fol-

lows, and is there (chap. v. 1, seq.) expressly introduced by the gen-
eral enumeration of the necessary requisites for the high priesthood

(for every high priest, etc.). Here, on the other hand, we have

simply the inference drawn from vers. 10-13, that to Christ belongs
in general the high priestly calling (together with that of a second

Moses). All the epithets that are here assigned to him have rather

the object, therefore, of shewing the ///<//<////// between Christ and

a high priest, or in other words, to vindicate the subsumption of

Jesus under the idea of high priest. Vers. 14-16 do not at all be-

long to the third part, but quite as much to the second as chap. ii.

17, 18 to the first part ;
and Hugo von St. Cher shewed a much

truer and deeper insight into the meaning and aim of the passage
than the majority of later critics, when he commenced a new chap-
ter with the words rrdg yap dpxiepevg.

'.\li\it-jim it.f'yav ; dpx,iEpev$ signifies by itself
"
high priest ;" /ityaf

does not therefore serve to complete the idea of high priest (as is

the case when it stands along with a mere iepevs, when b iepevg ft

peyag == Vvun -jnisn is to be rendered by
" the high priest," as for

example chap. x. 21), but jut'ya^ has here the independent force of an

attribute. It follows however, from what has before been said,
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that Christ is not here by the adjective fj.eya$. as by a diff. specif.,

placed in opposition to the Old Testament high priest, as the great

high priest to the small, but that jueyaf here simply takes the place
of a natural epithet (just as in chap. xiii. 20, in the words rbv rcoi-

[teva r&v Trpopdruv rbv
jiteyav). In like manner, the words 6teXi]Xv66ra

rovg ovpavovq, which point back immediately to ver. 11 (comp. how-

ever, also chap. vii. 26, ix. 11), serve simply to indicate an act of

Christ wherein he appears analogous to the high priest ;
which also

justifies the author in calling him an dp^iepevg. These words &e/b/-

Xvdora, etc., contain therefore a supplementary explanation of the

vis conclusions indicated by ovv. Because Christ has gone before

as the first-fruits of humanity through the heavens into the eternal

substantial rest, there to prepare a habitation for us, therefore, and
in sofar, was his act analogous not to what was done by Moses, but

rather to the business of those high priests who in like manner en-

tered into the earthly holy of holies. (That the entrance was again
also different from that of the Old Testament high priests is indeed

implied in these words, although it is not here urged. It is rather

the difference betweed Christ and Moses that is here urged ;
all that

is here urged is, that Christ in virtue of his being at the same time

also a high priest, is superior to Moses).
On the oipavoi comp. our remarks on chap. i. 3. The ovpavoi in

the plural, through which Jesus has passed to the right hand of God,
are here the different spheres of the creature, the atmospheric, the

planetary heavens, the heavens of the fixed stars and the angels.

He is gone into the dwelling-place in space of the absolute, finished,

absolutely undisturbed revelation of the Father.

Jesus the Son of God, a brief repetition of the idea unfolded in

chap, ii., that in the person of the incarnate npuTOTOKog, who as in-

carnate is called the Son of God. man is exalted to the right hand
V *

of God.

Because, therefore, we have in the person of this Jesus an high

priest, and not a mere Moses redivivus, because he is, in virtue of

this, so much superior to Moses, we must " hold fast the New Tes-

tament confession, and are not at liberty to give this an infe-

rior and subordinate place to that of the Old Testament. Kparetv,

not "
seize," but " hold fast," the opposite of napappelv ii. 1, irapa-

trinTeiv vi. 6.

In ver. 15 there follows not an argument or motive for the ex-

hortation Kpartifj-ev ;
for this has already its motive in the words

having an high priest; besides,the circumstance that Christ sympa-
thises with our weakness, and was tempted like us, contains no

motive for that exhortation
;
for this being tempted is not a pecu-

liar characteristic of the New Testament high priest, not a preroga-

tive of the new covenant, but a quality which belongs to him in
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common with the Old Testament high priests. In ver. 15 we have

rather an explanation of the clau<". //' //"/ n Li</li j>rnvf. The
author shews that Christ was not wanting in the chi t' requisite ne-

cessary to an high priest in general. (In ver. 15, therefore, there is

n > such thing as a comparison between (.'hrist and Aaron. The

Old Testament high prie.-ts were in like manner allv to .\i//npa-

lltixe. Com p. chap. v. 1.
"
Every high priest enters into office as

one taken from among men, for the benefit of men in their relation

to God").
But to what extent Christ was able to sympathise with our in-

firmities, and what is to be understood by the-e inlirmities, appears

most clearly from the words which fallow : Ihicui'j IH-I-H t< nijifnt iu

all Mini/a like as we are, without sin. (At dpotur/ira the /// > which

of course is to be understood, is omitted, as in Eph. iii. 18.) We
must here, first of all, endeavor to obtain a clear idea of what is

meant by fov '

(7. Being f< i/ij/tcd is, on the one han 1, some-

thing different from bein_ ;
; on the other hand, however, it

niething dilitrent from mere
y/////.s-/Vr// *>ij/\-i- /'//>/.

lie who is

seduced stands not in a purely passive relation, but with his own
will acquiesces in the will of the seducer

;
he who is temptt d

i

such, purely passive. Thi>, however, is no merely physical p ..-sivity;

headache as such is no -neipao^. In order rightly and fully to ap-

prehend the idea involved in Tretpaafi6<;, \ve mtist keep in \iew the

op])osition between nature and spirit, between involuntary physical
life and freely conscious life, natural dispositions and culture,

original temperament and passions and personal character, a given
situation and the manner of conduct. Christ as true man had a

truly human physical life, experienced the aifeelions of joy and sor-

row, of pleasure and aversion, of hope and fear and anxiety, just as

we do. He was capable of enjoying the innocent and tranquil

pleasures of life, and he felt a truly human shrinking from suffering

and death
;
in short, he was in the sphere of tin incolmitary life of

the soul passively suaa j't!l>1>-
as we are. But there is a moral obli-

gation lying upon every man, not to let himself be mastered by his

natural affections which in themselves are alt<j<f//>,- . but

rather to acquire the mastery over them. This will be most evident

in reference to temperaments. That one man is naturally of a san-

guine temperament is no sin
;
but if he should allow himself to be

hurried into rage by his temperament, instead of laying a check

upon it, this is sin. To be of a phlegmatic temperament is no sin
;

but to fall into habits of sloth, by giving place to this temperament,
MI. Thus every temperament involves peculiar tempi at ions. The

is similar with reference to the affections. That I feel joy in

an innocent and quiet life is no sin; but were I placed in a position

in which such happiness of lite could be acquired or maintained
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only by the neglect of a duty, then it is my duty to suppress that

feeling which is sinless in itself, that innocent sensation, and to
sacrifice my pleasure to duty. And in as far as I shall still be sus-

ceptible of that natural affection of pleasure which I have sacrificed,
in so far will it be to me in my peculiar position a temptation.
That a poor man loves his children, and cannot bear that they
should perish of hunger, is in itself a natural sinless affection

;
but

let him be so placed as that without danger of discovery he could
steal a piece of money, then that natural affection becomes to him a

temptation.

Now, it is quite clear that a man may, in this way find himself
in the situation of being tempted, without its being necessary to sup-
pose that there is therefore in him any evil inclination. The poor
man may be a truly honest Christian man

;
the objective temptation

is there
;
the thought is present to his mind in all the force of the

natural affection :

" If I were at liberty to take this gold, how I

might appease the hunger of my children ;" but at the same time he
has an immediate and lively consciousness of his duty, and not a
breath of desire moves within him to take the gold ;

he knows that

he dare not do this ; it is a settled thing with him that he is no
thief. So was it in reference to Christ's temptation; he was tempted
"

in every respect," in joy and sorrow, in fear and hope, in the most
various situations, but without sin; the being tempted was to him

purely passive, purely objective; throughout the whole period of his

life he renounced the pleasures of life for ivhich he had a natural

susceptibility, because he could retain these only by compliance with

the carnal hopes of the Messiah entertained by the multitude, and
he maintained this course of conduct in spite of the prospect which

became ever more and more sure, that his faithfulness and persecu-
tion would lead him to suffering and death, of which he felt a natu-

ralfear. That susceptibility of pleasure and this fear, were what

tempted him not sinful inclinations, but pure, innocent, natural

affections, belonging essentially to human nature.*

It is evident, that a distinction is to be drawn between this

being tempted without sin and that temptation in which the sinful,

fallen man "
is drawn away of his own lust and enticed" (i. e. the

subjective operation of a sinful desire, in an objective situation which

demands the suppression of a natural affection in itself good).

That 'this species of temptation found any place in the sinless one,

is denied in the words : without sin. Christ, as Olshausen well

observes, possessed in his estate of humiliation not indeed an in-

ability to sin, but certainly like Adam the ability not to sin.

Ver. 16 brings the second section of the second part, and, there-

* Hence the error of the Irvinites in thinking that it is impossible to hold the real

temptation of Christ without the supposition of an inward evil inclination.
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with, this part itself to a full and formal conclusion. We have

here, however, not merely the old admonition of merely general im-

port : not to lose the benefits of the new covenant from a false

attachment to the forms of the old covenant
;
the admonition is

given here in a special form, namely to hold fast the grace of God,
and to come with joyfulness to the throne of grace. In speaking of

this throne of grace, the author had certainly not in his mind the

rnrs (which indeed is called
"
mercy-seat" only in Luther's transla-

tion, but not in the original, nor in the Sept., and which was in

reality a simple
" cover" or

"
lid") ;

the author in an exhortation to

hold fast the specifically Christian element in the atonement of

Christ, would assuredly not have expressed himself in a form pecu-
liar to the Jewish cultus. The throne of grace is simply the throne

of God, but of God as a reconciled father in Christ : They are to

draw near to God not as a judge, but as a gracious father for Christ's

sake.

*lva Aoj3w/iV AOV Kal x&piv d5pw/iev tl<; evKcupov ftojjdeiav, that we

may receive mercy and find grace to a seasonable help (as season-

able help). Evuaipog, opportunus, not "in time of need," but

simply the opposite of an dicaipo^ Porjdeta, a help which comes too

late. EJ? cannot, grammatically considered, introduce the time of

the receiving and finding, but only the end and result thereof.

(" That we may receive mercy, etc. to a seasonable help" = that

the mercy which we receive may take the form of a help coming still

at the right time
; i. e., to give the sense in other words : that we,

so long as it is yet time, and we have something still to help us,

may receive mercy and find grace.)

This concluding exhortation to have recourse to grace, forms

also at the same time the transition to the following part.
" Let

us come to the throne of grace," the author has just said. Forth-

with he himself follows his own admonition, and goes with his

readers before the throne of grace, and begins the consideration of

the high-priestly calling of Christ.



PART THIRD,

CHEIST AND THE HIGH PRIEST.

(v. vii.)

Hugo von St. Cher has, here again, shewn a happy tact in

making a new chapter begin with the words nd^jap dp^iepev^. On
the first superficial view, one might be tempted to connect chap.
v. 1-10 with chap. iv. 14-16, because in both passages we find a

comparison between Christ and the Old Testament high priest (a

comparison, too, which has respect to the points of similarity).

But, to say nothing of the formal conclusion in iv. 16, a closer view
of the contents will shew us that a new part begins with v. 1, which

(as before at ii. 17, seq.) was merely intimated, and for which the

way was prepared in iv. 14, seq. In chap. iv. 14 the writer had

already come to speak of the highest and last point in the high-

priestly work of Christ
;

the comparison with Moses and Joshua

had led him to the high-priestly entrance of Christ into the Sab-

batical rest of the heavenly sanctuary. In chap. v. 1, on the con-

trary, he begins again, so to speak, at the lowest point and goes

upwards, specifying one by one the requisites for the office of High
Priest, and proving whether these requisites are found in Christ.

(Every high priest must, in the first place, be taken from among
men, vers. 1-3, secondly, however, must be called of God to his

office, ver. 4. Christ was truly called of God, vers. 5, 6, but at the

same time he was true man, vers. 7-9). These points of similarity,

however, lead him of themselves to the points of difference between

Christ and Aaron, to the Melchisedec-nature of the priesthood of

Christ, which new theme he intimates in ver. 10, and, after a some-

what lengthy digression of a hortatory character, treats it in detail

in chap. vii. In chap. vii. he then takes up the threads of argument

laid down in chap. ii. and chap, iv., and is at length led back to the

idea, which was already only briefly intimated in chap. iv. 14 (the

entrance of Christ into the heavenly the trite holy of holies) as the

highest point at which he aims. The entire part, therefore, chap.

v. 1 chap. vii. 28, forms the exposition of the theme that was
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merely intimated in chap. ii. 17, and chap. iv. 14. And thus we are

convinced that chap. iv. 14-16 forms in reality the conclusion of the

second principal part, in like manner as chap. ii. 17, 18 that of the

first part, and that the true and proper commencement of the third

part is to be placed at chap. v. 1.

We infer also from what has just been said, that the third part

is, as a whole, parallel in its arrangement, with the two first parts.

It, too, falls into two sections (1, rhap. v. 1-10, similarity between

Christ and Aaron
; 2, dissimilarity between Christ and Aaron, simi-

larity with Melchisedec), and here also, these two sections are

markedly separated from each other by an admonitory piece in-

serted between them (chap. v. 11 vi. 20). That this hortatory

piece in the third part is longer and fuller than in the two first

parts can create no surprise. Already was that of the second part

(extending from the 7th to the 19th verse of chap. 3) longer than

that of the first part (chap. ii. 1-4); in this third part it extends to

twenty-four verses, and thus shews itself even outwardly as the last

part of an admonition, which from its commencement onwards,

gradually becomes more urgent and more full. But in its internal

character also, as we shall see, it stands in very close connexion

with the chapter which follows. And a longer resting-place was

necessary In-fore this seventh chapter, not merely on account of the

greater difficulty of its contents, but chiefly also because chap. vii.

does not connect immediately with chap. v. 10, but at once points
back to the train of thought in chaps, i. ii., iii. iv., and weaves

into an ingenious web all the threads formerly laid down. Chap,
vii. is not merely the second section of the third part, but forms at

once the key-stone of the first and second parts, and the basis of

the fourth part (the argument that the sanctuary into which Christ

entered is the true sanctuary, of which the Old Testament temple
and worship were only a type). Nay, the seventh chapter may thus

be said to form properly the kernel and central point of the whole

epistle.

SECTION FIRST.

CHRIST AND AARON.

(V. 1-10.)

Ver 1. Tap is not argumentative, but explicative, and intro-

duces the exposition of the theme intimated in iv. 14-16, to the

closer consideration and laying to heart of which a charge was im-

plicitly given in ver. 16. Other interpreters have understood yap as
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argumentative, and entirely misapprehending the clear structure of

thought in these ten verses, have taken ver. 1 as helping to prove
what is said in iv. 15.

"
Christ must have sympathy with our in-

firmities, for even human high priests have sympathy with sins."

Thus the high priests taken from among men would here be opposed
to Christ as one not taken from among men, and an inference drawn
a minor! ad majus. But if this interpretation is to be received, we
miss here, first of all, a itai or nainep before the words tf dvdpu-nuv

evos ; then the words vnep dvdpunuv Ka6ioraraL and rd npb^
deov would be quite superfluous ; thirdly, we should expect
^, and finally, the words t- dvOpu-nuv Xaftpavofievog would not

even form a clear antithesis to Christ, who also was to be included

among those born of woman. Nay, even the vis conclusionis in

that argum. a minor! would be very doubtful
;
from the fact that

sinful men are indulgent towards the dyvoTJfiara of others, it cannot
be all at once inferred that the sinless one must have been much
more indulgent.

We therefore understand the proposition in ver. 1 not as a spe-

cial, but as a general one. Nothing is intended to be said of the

human high priests in opposition to Christ, but the intention

rather is to enumerate the requisites which every high priest must
have. That these requisites were found in Christ, and in how
far they belonged to him, is then shewn in vers. 5-10. Thus
then vers. 1-4 form a sort of major proposition, vers. 5-10 a

minor proposition (which implicitly contains the self-evident con-

clusion).

Of course, the words tf dvOpunuv Xan{3av6fj.evo$ cannot be the at-

tribute belonging to the subject of the sentence, but must be viewed

as in apposition to the predicate. The right rendering is not :

"
Every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men,"

but "Every high priest is, as one taken from among men, ordained

for men in their relation to God." And it is further to be observed,
that the words taken from among men express the principal idea,

while the proof of the necessity of this is given in the words is or-

dainedfor men. The form in which this proof is given is, that the

being takenfrom among men expresses the ground of the possibility

of the being ordainedfor men. Expressed in a logical form, it would

stand thus : Every high priest can appear before God for men, only

in virtue of his being taken from among men. (We found pre-

cisely the same logical form at chap. iv. 6, 7).

It is men whom the high priest is to represent, and that " in

their relation to God," rd -rrpbg rbv 6e6v (comp. chap. ii. 17, where

the same idea was briefly hinted which is here ex professo carried

out) ;
therefore must every high priest himself be taken out of men,

out of the number of men
;

this is the^rs^ requisite of every high
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priest. This requisite is now further explained. He is ordained or

appointed for men as their representative before God, not as Moses,
to receive the law in their stead, but to offer sacrifices for them.
" Gifts" is not the more general, and "

sacrifices" the more special

term, for v-xep dpap-t&v refers to 7rpoa0tpg ,
and therefore also to both

dwpa and Ovoicu. These two terms are (just like repara and otjfiKia)

only two designations of one and the same thing, regarded from

different points of view. Sacrifices are called gifts, because the

person for whom the atonement is to be made gives them to the

priest for God
; they are called sacrifices, because they must be slain

in order to have an atoning efficacy. The person whose guilt is to

be atoned for must take the victim from his own property, that it

may appear as a representative of himself
;

and then the victim

must suffer the death which its owner had deserved.

In vers. 2, 3, this first requisite of the high priest is still further

illustrated. Every high priest is set up as one taken from among
men, that he may offer sacrifices as one who can right/;/ j'n<?'j<' re-

specting the sinners ivho bring them. The mechanical offering of the

sacrifices is not enough ;
a psychologically just estimate of the par-

ticular case of him for whom the atonement is to be made, must

precede the offering.

Now, this is a point which, so far as I know, no commentator

has rightly understood. To look at the passage, first of all, gram-

matically, the word (terpioTraOeiv is a term invented by the Peripa-

tetics, whfch afterwards passed into the general language. The
best explanation of the term is given by Diog. Laert. v. 31, when

lie represents Aristotle as saying that the wise man is not drraOij^j

but [teTpioxadris. The term involves an antithesis at once to the

want and the excess of the passions ;
it denotes the application of

Aristotle's cardinal virtue neaor^ to the sphere of the rrdOr]. Hence,
it may quite agreeably to the context signify :

" firm" in relation to

Buffering,
" mild" in relation to the offender,

"
indulgent" in reference

to the erring. (So in Appian, Josephus, especially in Pliilo and

Clem. Alex.). Many commentators would therefore, without more ado,

understand the term here also as signifiying
"

to be indulgent," but,

as we shall soon see, improperly. The term &yv6rgta does not denote

sin in general, but a particular class of sins. It is well known, that

by no means all trespasses and crimes were, under the old covenant,

atoned for by sacrifice, but wilfully wicked transgressions of the law

(jTapafidaeic;) were required, to be punished, and could bo expiated
and atoned for only by the endurance of the penalty. Those sins

alone which had been committed ?waa, i. c., without the purpose to

do evil, in which the man had been hurried into evil by his nature, by
the ebullition of passion, could be atoned for without punishment,

by sacrifices or sin-offerings (according to the degree of the tres-
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pass). Now, dyvoovvTeg KCU -nXav^Kvoi in our passage corresponds

precisely to the idea of the maw. (Some wrongly explain ayv6i]\ia of"
sins of error." Such sins are not meant as proceed from habitual

errors, but such as in the moment of their being committed were not

accompanied with a clear consciousness of their culpability).
We have now the explanation of the idea as a whole. A priest

was not at liberty at once to receive and slay a sacrifice which one

brought to him
;
but he must first make inquiry into the act that

had been committed, and must examine whether it belonged to the

category of the rm to which sacrifices were appropriated. This,
of course, he could do only by knowing from his own experience
the passions of human nature; i. e., i-nel not avrbg TrepiKeirat

daOvveiav. (TlepiKeiadai n, to be clothed with anything, to be bur-

dened with).*
The third verse contains a further explanation. In order to de-

monstrate how necessary it is that a high priest should partake in

the infirmity of the men whom he represents, the circunistance is

added, that according to the ordinance of the Mosaic law, the high

priest was required to offer sacrifice for his own sins. It is this idea

chiefly that has given occasion to the false interpretation of ver. 1.

Such a thing, it has been thought, could be said only of " human

high priests." But this is altogether unnecessary, for the author in

vers. 1-4 speaks just as little of human high priests in opposition

to Christ, as of Christ specially. He simply lays down tfye two re-

quisites which belong to the idea of high priest, as historically re-

presented in the law, and ver. 3 contains a proof of the first requisite

taken from the law. Let us leave it to the author himself to inquire

in ver. 5, seq., how far these requisites were predicable of Christ.

He will himself .know the proper time and place, ver. 8 (and later,

chap. vii. 27), for shewing in what respect Christ was unlike those

Old Testament high priests.

In ver. 4 we have the second requisite qualification of every high

priest. He must be taken from among men; he must not be ordained

by men, nor usurp the office himself, but must be one catted of God

(at aAAa KaXovnevog VTTO rov 6eov is to be supplied simply Aa/^Savei T?)V

rtpp,
a as one called of God he receives this honour"), as was the

case also with Aaron (and therefore with his posterity who were

called with him).f

* The idle question why the author does not use cv^na6slv instead of fteTpioira6etv,

as well as the false solution of this question connected with the false interpretation of

ver. 1, namely, that a pure sympathy can be ascribed only to Christ, but a weak " indul-

gence" to
" human high priests" both fall of themselves to the ground. 2v/nra6r/aai

could not be used
;
we might say ov^Tradrjaai ratf uadEvsiaif, but not avuxaOfjaai rolf

uyvoovai ;
the latter would mean 1 to partake in the feelings of sinners therefore, for

example, in those of an evil conscience.

f Tholuck begins a new section with ver. 4. But vers. 7-10 refers to vera. 1-3 pre-

VOL. VI 27.
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At vers. 5, 6, the inquiry begins whether, and in how far, these

two requisites belonged to Christ. The words in themselves are

clear. At a/U.' 6 kakrj'jag is, of course, to be supplied 5oiaw avrov.

The sentiment, however, is variously interpreted. Some, as Grotius,

Limborch, Tholuck, etc., understand the cited passage Ps. ii. 7, as

if the author intended to adduce it as a proof that Jesus was called

of God to be an high priest. The words aA/,' 6 Xakijaac; would ac-

cordingly have to be logically resolved thus :

" But God, inasmuch

as he has spoken to him." Others, however, object to this, that in

the passage of the psalms neither is the person of Jesus addressed,

nor is anything said of the high priestly dignity. Now that in the

psalm Jesus is not personally addressed, would of itself have Hi tie

weight ;
the verse that is cited contains an address to that Son of

David who came soon to be identified with the Messiah
;
and that

Jesus is the Messiah was, as we have before seen, a thing undoubted

by the readers. If then it was said in the Old Testament that the

Messiah must be an high priest, this was eo ipso true also of Jesus,
because he was the Messiah. But another question is, whether in

Ps. ii. 7 there is any mention of a high priestly dignity as bcl 'lining

to the Messiah ? In the most artificial way has it been attempted
to introduce this into the words. While the expression, 7V/ /s

</<///

I have begotten thee, refers as we have seen at chap. i. 5, to the

prophecy of Nathan, 2 Sam. vii., which is regarded by the Psalmist

as, so
to^ speak, a generation of the future seed, Grotius, Lim-

borch, Tholuck, etc., would understand this statement, arbitrarily

as I think, of the future installation of the second David in

his kingdom ;
and with this again the resurrection of Christ is

said to be denoted, and this again is said to involve a calling to the

office of high priest ! It is therefore not to be wondered at that

others, as Carpzov, Bengel, Bleek, etc., have renounced that interpre-

tation of a/U' 6 AaA^aa^ as a whole, and following Theophylact and

Erasmus, have taken these words, together with the citation iVorn

Ps. ii. 7, as a mere circumlocution for 6
-rraTTjp. Jesus did not make

himself an high priest, but he who has called him his Son. The
same who, in another place (Ps. ii. 7), called him his Son, has called

him also priest (Ps. ex. 4). But convenient as this escape from the

difficulty is, it can still hardly be justified. The author must in

that case have said at ver. 6 : At'yw yap tV trtpw, or at least (with
the omission of the

/cat)
: KaOojg tv erepw Aey. But as it stands, the

passage cited in ver. 6 from Ps. ex. is clearly added as a second

proof to the passage from Ps. ii., as afirst proof of the divine calling

of the Messiah (consequently of Jesus) to the honour of the priest-

hood.

cisely in the same way as vers. 6, 6, to ver. 4. Vors. 6-10 forms the logical minor pro-

uosition to vers. 1-4.
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And, in reality, the second psalm will be seen to involve such
a proof, when we look at it in its historical connexion. The
Messiah was called, 2 Sam. vii., to build an house for the Lord more

perfect than the tabernacle built under the direction of Moses and
Aaron

; through him, nay in his person, God was really and per-

fectly to dwell with men
; through him mankind was to be exalted

to the honour of being children of God
;
he himself was to be raised

to the honour of being a son of God. To this Ps. ii. refers. Thus
was given to him indeed the calling to be more than a mere ruler;

by a truly priestly mediation he was to transact the affairs of men
in their relation to God.

This is expressed undoubtedly more plainly and distinctly in the

passage Ps. ex. 4 which is cited in ver. 6. The emphasis in this

passage rests on the words tJiou art a priest, not on the words ac-

cording to the order
(
Heb. mm) of Melchisedec. Some wrongly

suppose that the author, here already, designs to pass to the dis-

similarity between Christ and Aaron, the' Melchisedec-nature of the

priesthood of Christ. How can such an assertion be made in the

face of the fact, that the author first in ver. 10 formally lays down
the comparison between Christ and Melchisedec as a new theme

(of whom we have much to say), to the detailed treatment of which

he does not proceed, until he has prepared the way by an admoni-

tion of considerable length, v. 11, vi. 20 ? In our passage, those

concluding words of the 4th verse of the psalm are cited, simply in

passing, along with the rest of the verse, partly, for the better

understanding of the verse in general, partly, because the author

has it in his mind afterwards (ver. 10) to bring into the fore-ground
this new element involved in the name Melchisedec, partly, in fine,

because, in general, Melchisedec offered a suitable example for the

element of which he treats here in the 6th verse the union of the

priestly with the kingly dignity of the Messiah. Here then, as

already observed, all the emphasis lies on lepevg. That to the pro-

mised seed of David (to that form which was then, so to speak,
obscure and wavering, but which afterwards consolidated itself into

the definite form of the Messiah) it was said :

" Thou art a priest"

in this lay the most sufficient proof of the statement that he who
was the Messiah was therewith, eo ipso, also called of God to the

honour of the priesthood. We have already seen (on chap. i. 13)
that Ps. ex. refers to that same prediction of Nathan, 2 Sam. vii.

And that the Psalmist could not but see in that promise of Nathan
the promise of a priest-king, has appeared from our remarks on the

5th verse. A king who was called to build God a temple, was called

to something more than the kingly office, to something more than

the government of men in their human and civil relations
;
he was

called to a direct interest in the sacred relation of men to God.
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Now in Ps. ex. 1 it was expressly said that that seed shall sit with

God upon his throne, take part in the dominion of God, be the most

immediate fulfiller of the will of God among the Israelites, and

thereby serve the Lord in a priestly character, not, however, in that

of the Aaronitical priesthood. What better form could present
itself to the Psalmist as combining all these features, than the form

of that Melchisedec who had been at once king and priest on the

same hill of Zion, and in whose name even was expressed all that

was expected of the future second David ? (comp. Ps. xlv. 6, and our

remarks on chap. i. 9, seq.) Thus came the Psalmist to the desig-

nation of the Messiah as a priest.

Therefore : Jesus, who is the Messiah, is in the first place similar

to Aaron in this, that tike him, he is called of God to the h'ujh

priesthood, called in the prophecy of Nathan itself, and in the two

psalms which refer to that prophecy, which represent the future

Messiah as mediator of men with God, and the second of which even

names him "
priest." In ver. 7-9 the author now proceeds to prove

that the first requisite also taken from among men belonged to

Christ. The farther treatment of this requisite carries him natur-

ally to the point in which Jesus is superior to Aaron, to the theme

of the second section (hence he has given this requisite which stands

first in the major proposition the last place in the minor.)

By means of oq this sentiment is loosely connected with ver.

5, 6. Grammatically, 05- refers back, of course, to 6 Xpiarog or (KPO$)

avrov, ver. 5. The whole period vers. 7-9 can be construed in two

ways. We may either, A, take the participles Ttpooevk-ynag and

doaicovaOeis as appositions to the first principal verb KpaOev alone

(consequently to the first part of the predicate); or B, those two

participles may be taken as appositions to the subject og (in which

case the two verbs t/m0ev and t-ytVero are logically to be referred to

the two ideas expressed by npooevEynas and eloaKovaOety.

A. of 1, ... npoaevKjaaq xal . . . elaanovodeig . . . /j,aOev

2, Kal reAa>0tf Kyivero alnog

B. of, irpoo&tysaf ical

2, KOI ijKVf.ro

In order to be able to decide which of these two constructions

deserves the preference for, grammatically, both are equally possi-

ble we must look more closely at the meaning of the several parts
of the period, and we begin with the first part of the predicate, i. e.

the words na'nrep &v vibg fyadev d<j>' J>v errafle ri]v vrra/toryv,
" Who . . .

although he was a son, learned obedience in that which he suffered."

The concession in nai-ntp refers not to fyaOe as if what is strange

consists in this, that a son can learn;** but it evidently refers espe-

* This would be admissible onlj if vluf were used by our author in the acnse of the
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cially to v-rtano^v. Although a son he must learn to obey. Of course,

however, v-nano-f] cannot be used here in its general sense, as denoting
obedience to the commands of God in general, but finds its natural

limitation in the words a</>' wv Zna6e beside which is the verb fya6e.

What is spoken of is obedience to the special decree of the Father

who laid upon the son the necessity of suffering; or otherwise ex-

pressed, a special manifestation of general obedience to the Father

consisting in this that Christ swerved not from that general obe-

dience even when it entailed upon him inevitable suffering. And
thus the efiade explains itself. By this cannot of course be meant
a gradual transition from disobedience to obedience, but only a

development of the virtue of obedience itself, the progress of which

runs parallel to the difficulty of the situation in which Jesus was

placed ; consequently, the transition from easy obedience to more

difficult, and thereby, more perfect obedience. In proportion as the

choice for Jesus either to become unfaithful to the will of his Father,
or firmly to encounter .unavoidable suffering, became more definite

and critical, did he decide with ever increasing firmness and clear-

ness of consciousness on the side of suffering, and against that of

disobedience. Thus was every successive step rendered more easy

by that which preceded it. When at his entrance on his public

labour, there was objectively set before him in the temptation

(Matth. iv.) the possibility of his yielding to the carnal expectations

of the Jews with reference to the Messiah, the choice which he then

made was, outwardly indeed, (as no definite suffering threatened

him as yet) easier, but, inwardly, more difficult than that which he

made at the temptation in Gethsemane, when indeed his impending

suffering appeared to him in its most definite and threatening form,

but when he had already made such progress in the way of obedience

that he must have cast aside and negatived his whole past history

had he now chosen the path of disobedience. With every step

which he took in the way of obedience this became nuare and more

a part of his nature, the law of his being. This is what the author

will express by the words, he learned obedience.

The next question now is, on what word the determination of

time KV raig riftepaig rrjg oapKog avrov depends, whether on TrpoaevKjitac;

or on ytade, whether therefore we are to place a comma after o$ or

after oapub^ avrov. If Iv rjfispaig, etc., is referred to tjuafle, then KV

as the chronological determination of the first principal verb

corresponds to TeAeiudeig as the chronological determination of

the second principal verb eyevero. We should then have to adopt

the construction above denoted by A, [8$- 1) v ral^ rj[j.epai$, etc.

Nicene creed to denote the Logos qua pre-existent, which, however, as we have seen in

chap. iv. 1, is not the case. Tf in the Epistle to the Hebrews always denotes the son

of God qua incarnate.
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Kal elaaKovo6eig, k-padev, 2) Kal reAefcofletf iyivero arrtof.]

For, if KV roZf fytepa/e, etc., belongs to t^a0e, then rrpoaeveyicag nal

daanovodei<; cannot of course be in apposition to 5g, but only to the

predicate contained in /ia0e. If, on the other hand, iv lyiipaH;, etc.,

be referred to -npooeveyKcu;, in this case both the constructions A and
B are possible. But against this reference of tV ^Kpai^, etc., to

is, in general, the circumstance, that the \v.nls -poa-

derjaetg KOI iKenjpiafj etc., evidently point to the struggle
which Christ underwent in Gethsemane, for the chronological deter-

mination of which, however, the words tv -alg j'lfitpaig r//f oapicb$

avrov would be too vague and indefinite.

2a'pf, different from aw/m, denotes the creature in contradistinc-

tion to the immaterial, invisible God, then in its opposition to

God, finally corporealness, as lying under the effects of hin, subject

to death. In the future kingdom of glory there will be, according
to 1 Cor. xv., (Tw/wiTo, but no longer oufutTa oapitiicd.* The r/itt-pai

rijg aap/cof avrov are, therefore, the days of tUe life of Christ even to

his death. They form indeed the most suitable antithesis to

0'?i and quite as suitable a chronological determination of

vnanoTjvi but on the other hand, not so suitable a chronological deter-

mination of the particular event denoted by the words npooevfytaf

deriaeig, etc. For this reason, even if there were no other, the refer-

ence to fyadev recommends itself as the preferable, and with it, that

construction of the whole period which we have denoted above hy A.

This is confirmed, however, when we turn to consider the two

participles npooeviyiuu; and elaaKovdeis with that which is dependent
on them.

That in the first of these participles there is a reference to the

suffering of Jesus in Gethsemane, is unmistakeable. (So Theodoret,

Calvin, Bengel, Carpzov, Paulus, Tholuck, Bleek, and the most of

commentators.) On upavyij comp. Luke xxii. 44, although npar.^ i\

is a rhetorico-hyperbolical expression descriptive of the imvard

intensity of that struggle. It is doubtful, however, whether Qdvaroq

here denotes death in the wider sense, the danger of death or

death as having already actually taken place ;
whether therefore the

sense is, Jesus prayed to him who could save from death, preserve

from death, or : Jesus prayed to him who could save from death,

i. e. raise him up. (Estius, Baumgarten, Schulz, suppose the latter:

Michaelis and Bleek both; the most of commentators the former

alone.) In as far as that prayer of Jesus contains simply the request

* It has been justly doubted, on the other hand, whether the expression
" resurrec-

tion of the flesh" in the Symb. apost. of Luther, etc., is one that altogether corresponds

to Scripture phraseology. And in the oldest recensions of the Symb. apost. it is not an

livdaraaif r?/f oapitw;, but nuarif aapKof that is spoken of ( nca^3, a" men, righteous

and ungodly).
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tliat lie may be saved from the threatened cup of suffering, but has
no special reference whatever to a future resurrection, in so far does

the first interpretation recommend itself prima facie.

This is confirmed again by the following words nal sloaicovodElg

d-rrb TTJZ evXaQfas. Critics are, indeed, here also, not agreed as to

the way in which these words are to be explained. Chrys., Phot.,

(Ecurn., Theophylact, Vulgata, Luther, Calov, Olshausen, Bleek,
and some others, understand evXdfieia in the sense of fear of God,

piety, dno in the sense of pro, propter= did c. ace., and make the

sense to be that Jesus was heard on account of his piety. (In
this casCj au&iv KK Oavdrov must be referred to the resurrection of

Christ
;

for his prayer to be preserved from death, as every one

knows, could not be heard). But the meaning here given to dno is

unnatural, and the sentiment itself much more unnatural. In this

place, where the design of the author is to shew, that the first re-

quisite of every high priest that namely of being taken from
among men, and clothed witli infirmity was not wanting in Christ,

there was assuredly no occasion for mentioning the special piety of

Christ. More correctly the Peshito, Itala, Ambrosius, Calvin,

Beza, Grotius, Gerhard, Capellus, Limborch, Carpzov, Bengel,

Moms, Storr, Kuinoel, Paulus, De Wette, Tholuck, and a whole

host of critics besides, render evkdpeia byfear, anxiety, which sig-

nification has been vindicated on philological grounds by Casaubon,

Wetstein, and Krebs. ElaanovoOds is now, of course to be taken in

a pregnant sense, which pregnancy (this Bleek has entirely over-

looked) is here fully explained by the foregoing words : npoaeveyKag

defoeis npb$ rbv dvvdpevov au&iv. Christ was, in reference to his

prayer to be preserved, heard, and thus saved dnb ir\<; evkafldag.

But then there is in these very words dnb rfjg evka(3eiag a limitation

of elaanovodsig. He prayed to be preserved from the death which

threatened him, and was heard and saved from the fear of death.*

At all events, it would be altogether unnatural to explain eloa-

KoveaQai dnb rfjg ev^afteiag of the resurrection (" to save from all

anxiety and trouble"). For this would certainly be a very indistinct

way of denoting a thing for which many distinct expressions were

at hand.

If, however, eloaKovo6elg dnb rr\q Ev^a^daq is still explained of

the resurrection from the dead, then must also the words au&iv KK

rov davdrov be, of course, explained of the same. In this case,

things that were done in the days of his flesh would be spoken of

not in both participles, but only in the first (npoaeveyicag, etc.).

Then must the chronological determination in the days be referred

* Perhaps it would be still more simple not to take elaaKovadeit; in a pregnant sense,

but to give UTTO the signification on the side of,
"
in reference to." He was heard in so far

as regards the fear of death.
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to TrpoaeveyKag alone, and thus we should come to the construc-

tion B.

Who.
After he, a, cried in the days of his flesh to him who could

raise him up from death,

and, b, was then freed (by the resurrection) from all

distress,

1, learned obedience by his suffering, and :

2, after he was perfected, is able to save others.

But against this interpretation there are all possible reasons
; first,

the unsuitableness indicated above of the second chronological

determination in the days, etc., to this single event : secondly, the

circumstance that Jesus did not pray in Gethsemane with reference

to his restoration from death
; thirdly, that the words eloaK. dnb Tfjg

EvXafieias cannot be understood as denoting with any distinctness the

resurrection.

If, on the other hand, we abide by the explanation given above,
and understand daaKovadei^ etc., of the strengthening of Jesus by
the angel, there results a fur finer' and more suitable sentiment.

Jesus prayed to be preserved from death. This was not sin but in-

firmity. His prayer was not unheard
;

it was so heard, however, as

that Jesus was divested of thefear of death. What a significant

example of learning obedience !

According to this interpretation, things are spoken of in both

participles which were done "
in the days of Christ's flesh." We

can now refer in the days to that to which alone it is suitable, and

to which it is more suitable than to Trpooevt-yKas, namely to fyadt-v.

Accordingly, we render the passage thus :

Who,
1, In the days of his flesh,

a, when he prayed for the warding off of death.

b, and was heard in as far as respects the fear of death,
learned obedience in that which he suffered, and :

2, after he was perfected,
became the author of eternal salvation, etc.

What a beautiful harmony and symmetry does the sentiment thus

receive !

On ver. 9 only a little remains to be observed. TeAcj0etf finds

its explanation in its corresponding antithesis : in the days of ft is

flesh. In the days of his flesh he was a member and partaker of

humanity still lying under the effects of sin and not yet arrived at

its destination, and he himself had therefore not yet come to the

* This would do away with the objection of Blcek (ii. p. 78); "that Christ was freed

from his solicitude, stands in no intelligible connexion with the principal clause-, that he

learned obedience by suffering."
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destined end of his actions and history. This was first attained

when, raised from the dead, he entered in a glorified body into the

heavenly sanctuary, as the first-fruits of exalted humanity (chap.
ii. 9). Thither he draws after him all who allow themselves to be

drawn by him, and who reproduce in themselves his priestly obedi-

ence in a priestly form, as the obedience offaith (Acts vi. 7
;
Rom.

i. 5). But as Christ himself was not saved from bodily death, but

from the fear of death, so also is the salvation which he gives to

his followers not a preservation from bodily death, but an eternal

salvation, a deliverance from the fear of death and the power of

him who has the power of death (ii. 14), from eternal death.

Ver. 10. Some hold with great incorrectness that ver. 10 con-

tains an explanation of ver. 9, and is designed to shew how, and in

what way, Christ is the author of salvation, namely, by his priestly
intercession with the Father. Not a word is here said of the priestly

intercession in opposition to the priestly satisfaction. Nor does the

comparison with Melchisedec point to this, as Melchisedec never in-

terceded for any one. The truth is, that the first section of our

third part has at ver. 9 fully reached its conclusion, and at ver. 10,

just as at i. 4, iii. 2, the intimation of a new theme is grammati-

cally (but not logically) connected, with what precedes. Logically,
ver. 10 points back only to ver. 6, inasmuch as a word which formed

part of a passage there cited, but the import of which has not yet
been developed, is now placed in the foreground as the title of a new
section. That the author intends in ver. 10 not to give an explana-
tion of ver. 9, but to intimate a new theme, appears plainly, indeed,
from the relative clause ver. 11.

INTERMEDIATE PAET OF A HORTATORY KIND.

(V. 11 Vi. 20).

Ver. 11 connects grammatically as a relative clause with ver. 10.

Hepl ov rro/tDf f][uv (scil. KOTIV) 6 /toyof, the use of the article in this

manner is familiar. But why is this comparison of the priesthood
of Melchisedec with that of Christ hard to be understood ? The

first reason lies evidently in the subject itself. The thesis of the

similarity of Christ with Melchisedec is, as we have already seen,

not merely a third principal clause beside the two foregoing, but is

an inference from these two. From the fact that the Messiah must,

on the one hand, be more than an angel, on the other hand, more

than Moses from the fact that his priesthood is grafted, in like

manner, on his immediate oneness with the Father, as on his hu-

manity, it follows of itself that he is not merely equal to Aaron,
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but that he is more than Aaron
;
that as the perfect high priest he

is partaker of the Dir'/n- n.-iture. Thus the author rises in chap,
vii. 1, 2, directly to the doctrine of the divinity of Chri.t.

A * cond rt'ttson however, wliy that Aoyof was <^ < -or
diffi-

cult to be made intelligible, is given in the clause which follows, and

was of a subjective nature. The difficulty lay not certainly in the

fitness of the writer to set it forth, but in the capacity of the

readers to understand it. XwOpot yeydrare ralg aV'm\ they had

become obtuse and dull of hearing. Those are wrung who take

yeyorare in a weakened sense = io-t. From the words of ver. 12 :

nakiv xpdav t^erf and
; ryovare 'xptiav t\<>r-fc }

as well as from the

admonition in chap. x. 32 : dvafufurfogtofa -of -rrpn-t'imc ////f'/"/r, it

is evidently to be inferred, that the readers had exposed them-

selves to the charge not merely of a want of progress in the develop-
ment of their knowledge, but were even in the act of making a

melancholy retrogression.

What was the nature of the retrogression we are told in ver. 12.

"According to the time ye ought already to be teachers, but now

ye must be taken again under instruction." The majority of com-
mentators have passed very cursorily over the>e important words;

only Mynster (Stud. u. Krit. 1829, p. 338) has deduced from them
the right negative inference that the Kpistle to the Hebrews cannot

possibly have been addressed to the church in Jerusalem. How is

it possible that the author could have written in such terms to that

mother-church of Christianity, containing several thousand souls,

among whom were many who had grown old in Christianity, and

certainly individuals still who had known the Lord himself, who

since the period referred to in Acts vii. had undergone a multitude

of persecutions ? How could he then have written to a large church

which must necessarily have had in it many teachers, to whom the

words ye have need that one teach you and again many Neophytes,
to whom the words ye ouyht according to the time to be teachers

would be altogether unsuitable ? We agree, therefore, with Mynster
when he finds that the Epistle to the Hebrews cannot have been

written to the church in Jerusalem, and are of opinion that the

suggestion of Bleek that James was then no longer alive weighs

nothing against this, while the supposition "that the author had

not before his mind at the time the whole circumstances of the

church to which he wrote," weighs less than nothing. Mynster
should only have gone a step farther aud perceived, that our epistle

can have been designed in general for no church whatever, conse-

* The Epistle to the Hebrews thus affords at the same time, an important testimony

in a critical point of view, for the original and intimate organic connexion of the so-

called "Johanncic" doctrine of Christ's person, with thu "Pauline" doctrinal system of

Christ's work, and of the influence of both on the Jewish Christians.
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quently for no church in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. For

every church, from the very nature of the case, consists of earlier

and later converts
;
our epistle, on the contrary, is addressed to

quite a definite circle of readers who had passed over to Christianity

together at the same time, and hecause they had let themselves go

astray from the faith had been taken aneio under instruction for

that the words ye have need again that some one teach you are not

mere words, but indicate a fact, should not certainly be doubted.

The author does not mean to say : ye had almost need that one

instruct you again ;
but upbraids his readers with this as a thing of

which they ought to be ashamed, that those who, considering the

time, might already be teachers, yet need to receive instruction from

others. That, then, which we have already, at an earlier stage, seen

to be probable finds here its fullest confirmation : the Epistle to the

Hebrews was writtenfor a definite circle of catechumens, who, upon
their conversion, having been perplexed by a threatened excommuni-

cation from the communion of the Jewish theocracy, had been sub-

jected anew to a careful instruction. The author had received

information of this, and had doubtless been specially requested by
the teacher of that people to prepare a writing that might serve as

a basis for this difficult instruction.

This defect of knowledge related to the aroi%eia rfjg dp%rjc; r&v

hoyiuv rov 6eov. Aoyiov means a "
saying," then an " oracular say-

ing/' then in biblical and Christian usage
"
revelation" (Acts vii. 38),

hence at a later period Xoyia is used to denote 4he theopneustic

writings generally (Iren. i. 8
;
Clem. Al. Strom, vii. 18, p. 900, seq.;

Orig. Comm. ad Matth. v. 19
;
Joh. Presb. in Euseb. iii. 39). Here,

it has the quite general signification
" revelation of God" = the

doctrine revealed by God
;

the same as in chap. iv. 12, vi. 1, is

termed o Adyo? rov Oeov, rov Xpiorov. According to the context, it

is of course the New Testament revelation that is meant (as at

iv. 12), not the Old Testament as Schulz will have it. Td arot%tia

rift dpx'ft is a cumulative expression similar to the Pindaric

ovap, or as at Eph. i. 19, r] ivepyeia rov Kpdrovg rift lo^vog.

means by itself
"
beginnings,"

"
elements." The idea of beginning

is, however, intensified.
"
Beginnings of the beginning," = the

very first beginnings.
Tivd is ace. of the subject

" that some one teach you" that

one should teach you. (Luther, Bleek, Olshausen, etc.) The

Peshito, Vulgate, De Wette, etc., accentuate riva
}

" that one teach

you which be the first elements." But this is unsuitable. In the

first place, an accusative of the subject would thus be wanting to

6i6daKiv, and, secondly, the readers were not ignorant of what doc-

trinal articles belonged to the aroi^eta, but did not rightly under-

stand the import of these oroi^sta.
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The author repeats the same idea by means of a figure in the

words : and are become such as have need of milk and not of strong
meat.

Vers. 13, 14, contain an explanation from which it already begins
to appear what doctrines the writer understood by the milk. Ha?

yap 6 fjTK%uv yaAaKTOf, whosoever still partakes of milk, still parti-

ceps lactis est, still receives and needs milk for his nourishment.

Of every such one it is said that he is uninformed, and has no share

in the Aoyof dinaioovvi]<;. Calvin, Grotius, Morns, Schulz, Olshausen,

Kuinoel, De Wette, etc., take the genitive diKaioavvrj? as the genitive

of quality, and 6iK.ainmn>ri re?.ei6rrjc, so that Aoyof ducat oavrrjg would

be equivalent to "the perfect doctrine," the completed, higher

knowledge (or according to Zachariii, Dindorf, and others,
" the

proper, true instruction"). But apart from the intolerable tauto-

logical circle which would thus be introduced into the train of

thought between ver. 13 and ver. 12, apart, further, from the insipid

triviality of the 13th verse, as thus explained, the author would

assuredly have used and applied other and less far-fetched expres-
sions for the "

perfect doctrine" than the strange expression Adyof

diKaioavvrjg.* The majority of commentators have therefore rightly
understood diicaioovvqs as the genitive of the object,

" the word of

righteousness," in which, however, dinaioavvTj is not (with Theophy-

lact, Chrysostom, (Ecumenius, a Lapide, Primasius, Bretschneider,

etc.) to be explained of the perfect morality, and consequently Aoyof

diKaioovvTjs of the moral law, but, as in the whole New Testament,
of the righteousness before God in Christ

;
and Aoyo? ducaioavrrft is

the doctrine of justification (Beza, J. Capellus, Rainbach, Bengel,

Storr, Klee, Tholuck, Bleek, etc.), which, as is well known, is also

not strange to the Epistle to the Hebrews (cornp. chap. xi. 7, xiii. 9).

This explanation, however, is accompanied with a difficulty in

respect to the logical connexion with ver. 12. We should rather

expect as an explanation of ver. 12 the words in an inverted form :

Ildf yap 6 drreipog Xoyov diKaiorfvvr^g ydkattrcx; [iTE%ei. This would

explain in how far the persons addressed are as yet babes. The
train of thought would be this :

" You still need milk
; strong meat

does not agree with you. For whosoever (like you) has not yet

apprehended even the fundamental doctrine of righteousness in

Christ (whosoever still makes his salvation to rest on the services

and sacrifices of the temple), needs as yet milk, being yet a babe,

and standing still at the first elements of Christian knowledge."

* The Hebrew p"?S 'fiat (Ovoiai tiiKaioarvrif) Dent, xxxiii. 19, etc., would not even

form an analogy. For p"TX~Tt3T are in reality such sacrifices as correspond to the

statutes, to which therefore the property of pis, t. e. of perfect legality, can bo ascribed,

while, on the contrary, in our passage 6iK.aioavvri must be taken in the altogether

heterogeneous sense of "perfect development,'
1 '' which it never has.
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This is what we should naturally expect the author to say. Instead
of this, however, he says :

"
Every one who still needs milk, has as

yet no part in the doctrine of justification." Bleek thinks that ver.

13 contains an explanatory repetition of the words not of strong
meat;

"
you could not yet bear strong meat, for whoever still nour-

ishes himself with milk cannot yet understand the doctrine of justi-
fication." According to this the author must have meant by the

strong meat the doctrine of justification. But this is plainly against
the context. By the strong meat, of which the readers were not

yet capable, is rather to be understood that obscure doctrine con-

cerning the similarity between the priesthood of Melchisedec and

Christ, the deep insight into the Old Testament type, the doctrine

of the divinity of Christ. On the other hand, the doctrine of justi-

fication, the doctrine of repentance and dead works, offaith, and of

baptism, are rather reckoned as belonging to the elements, chap,
vi. 1, seq.; the doctrine of justification is itself the milk which must
first be taken into the heart and the understanding, in order that a

foundation may be laid on which the more difficult theologoumena
can be built. Bleek's explanation is therefore not fitted to remove
the difficulty.

This difficulty is rather to be removed simply by regarding the

proposition in ver. 13 not as descriptive or declaratory, not as deter-

mining the import, but the extent or comprehension of the idea

expressed by fj,ere%(*)v ydhaicTog. It is not an answer to the question:
" What are the characteristics of him who still nourishes himself

with milk ?" but an answer to the question :

" Who nourishes him-

self with milk ?" The words contain a conclusion backwards from

the consequence to the presupposed condition. Whosoever still

needs milk, of him it is presupposed that he must not yet have

rightly apprehended the doctrine of justification :
= whosoever has

not yet apprehended this doctrine is still at the stage at which he

needs milk. We found similarly inverted conclusions at chap. ii. 11,

iv. 6. This explanation also affords a most satisfactory explanation
of the words, for he is still a babe. Not without a stroke of irony

does the author explain in these words, in how far it must be pre-

supposed of a spiritual suckling that he will be unskilled in the word

of righteousness.

The 14th verse also now runs perfectly parallel with the 13th.

He who still needs milk will doubtless not yet have comprehended
the doctrine of justification ;

but that strong and more difficult

meat (of the higher typology) is adapted not to such, but only to

mature Christians who have come of age, and who are exercised in

distinguishing between the true and the false way. Tfaeiog, as the

opposite of vistas, is a term familiar to the apostle Paul (1 Cor.

iii. 1, xiii. 11
;
Kom. ii. 20

; Eph. iv. 14). Teteiav finds here its
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special explanation in the words which stand in opposition to it,

rtiv did -7/1' "^tv aloOrj-r'jpia yeyv^vaa/zeva K^OVTUV, etc. "E^? is a term

proceeding from the Aristotelian school-phraseology, denoting the

given natural condition or habitus, in opposition to the 6tdOe<ji$

(irpd&g), the sphere of self-determination. In general use, it denotes

frequently the condition as respects age hence age = //Ama; and

so in our passage the spiritual ago, the degree of inward maturity.

AloOriTTJpia are the organs of feeling, the nerves of feeling. Tvpvd&iVj

in the well-known sense of "exercise," occurs also in chap. xii. 11,

further in 1 Tim. iv. 7
;
2 Pet. ii. 14. The distinguishing between

the naXov and KO.KOV does not, as some strangely suppose, belong to

the strong meat; but the habit already acquired of distinguishing

the true from the false, is rather the immediate fruit of the right

understanding of the Adyof dmcuooi i
//< . and forms, together with the

latter, the indispensable condition which must be fulfilled ere strong

meat can be once thought of. He who has taken the milk of the

Gospel, i. e. the fundamental doctrine of justification so in succum

et sanguinem, that he can spontaneously, and by immediate feeling,

consequently without requiring any previous long reflection or rea-

soning, distinguish the right from the wrong, the way in which the

Christian has to walk from the Jewish by-paths, the evangelic truth

from the Pharisaic righteousness of the law, so that he could, as it

were, find out the right path though asleep he who has so thor-

oughly seized and digested these element*, that he no longer needs

to be instructed in them (the milk), consequently is no longer r/j^tog,

but TtAwo? may now have strong meat offered to him the difficult

doctrines of the higher typology of the old covenant, and of the

eternal Melchisedec nature of the New Testament high priest.

In chap. vi. 1, therefore, the author admonishes his readers to

strive after that perfection, and to exert themselves in order finally

to pass beyond the elements. 'A^evrej- rbv rip; dpx^ TOV Xpiarov

A6yov this, of course, signifies (as appears already from v. 12) not

"the doctrine of the beginning of Christ," but "the beginning or

elementary doctrine of Christ." T//$- r/pv'/f i-s *"i adjectival genitive,
and to be closely connected with Aoyo^, so that TOV Xptorov is depen-
dent not on dpxifi, but on Aoyov. The great majority of interpreters
do not take fapufieQa as the insinuative first person plural, and the

whole passage as hortatory, but understand the first person plural
as communicative, and the whole as an i/tfimation on the part of

the author that he now intends to pass to the consideration of the

strong meat. But that which, first of all, is opposed to the common

interpretation, is the particle 610. How, from the fact that the

readers, according to chap. v. 12-14, could as yet bear no strong

meat, but needed the milk of the </(////
//^.s,

could the author with

any appearance of reason draw the inference : "Therefore, let us
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lay aside these elements, and proceed to the more difficult doctrines?"

Secondly, that interpretation leads itself ad absurdum, for, according
to it, TeAe/dTT/f must be taken in a completely diiferent sense from

TeAo^ chap. v. 14. In chap. v. 14 reAejof denoted the subjective
state of those who are already exercised in the word of righteousness,
and in the discerning between good and evil, in order to be able to

understand what is more difficult
;

in chap. vi. 1 reAetdr^ is sud-

denly made to denote the objective difficult doctrinal statements

respecting the similarity between the priesthood of Melchisedec and
Christ ! Hence Chrysostom, Theodoret, Photius, Gennadius,

Theophylact, Faber, StapultJ Calvin, Schulz, Bohme, and Bleek,
have with reason understood the first person plural as insinuatory,
and the whole as an admonition to the readers; they are to strive

to get at length beyond the elements (in the partic. d^vreg there

lies then, at all events, a prolepsis : strive after the rekeio-rjc, so that

you may then be able to lay aside the dpx^g Adyof), and to arrive at

that -eXetorris described in chap. v. 14.

If, however, this explanation is right, then by consequence must
the words p) Kara/faAAd^evoj, etc., be understood differently from what

they have been by all commentators hitherto (Calvin, Bleek, etc. not

excepted). All take KarapdkXeadai, in the sense
"
to lay a founda-

tion," a sense in which this verb also actually occurs. (Dion. Halic.

iii. 69, TapKvviog rovg re. defiehiovg /carc/JaAero ; see other passages in

Bleek, ii. p. 149.) Now this sense would certainly suit well that false

interpretation of the preceding words (" I design, laying aside the

fundamental elements, to hasten to what is more difficult, and not

again to lay the foundation of repentance," etc.). But, on the other

hand, this sense of Kara/3aAAecr0a does not suit the true and only

possible explanation of <t>epco[j.eda. If the readers were still deficient

in the dements, in the apprehension of the doctrine of justification,

the true means of attaining to the reXeio-Tjs did not assuredly con-

sist in their neglecting to gain anew the foundation which they had

lost, but, on the contrary, in their using the most strenuous endea-

vours to secure again that foundation of all knowledge which they

had lost. We are therefore reduced to the necessity of taking

Ka-a(3dkXeoOcu in another sense, in the signification which is the

original one and the most common, namely,
" to throw down,

demolish, destroy," which the word has in all the Greek classical

writers, and which it cannot surprise us to find in our author, who

writes elegant Greek. "
Strive after perfection, while you do not

again demolish the foundation of repentance and faith, and the doc-

trine of baptism, the laying on of hands, the resurrection, and the

judgment." The genitives fieravoia^ Triareug are also suitable to

this explanation. The author does not speak of a foundation of the

doctrine of repentance and faith dtda^rj is first introduced in con-
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nexion with the third member but of the foundation of repentance
and faith themselves. The apostle would assuredly not have dis-

suaded from laying again the foundation, in the case of its having
been destroyed ! According to the right explanation, he rather

advises them not to destroy whatever of it may still remain. IlaA/v

means, of course, not iterum " a second time," but is used here in

the privative or contradictory sense, as at Gal. iv. 9; Acts xviii. 21.

That the article is wanting at OepeAiov cannot cause surprise ;
it is

in like manner wanting in chap. v. 13 at Adyou diicaioavrrjs ; chap,
vi. 5 at 6eov prjfja, etc. The word is sufficiently determined by its

genitives. Now, the foundation which the readers are to preserve
from destruction, ia order to attain to perfection, consists of three

parts. The first is the fierdvoia, the subjective turning of the i'ov$,

the mind, the conversion from selfishness to the love of Christ, from

self-righteousness to the consciousness of guilt, from contempt of

the will of God to the accusation of self. And this fiKrdvoia is here

called a fierdvoca d:r6 venptiv Zpyw, because that state of the natural

man, had, in the persons addressed, taken the special form of a Jewish

pharisaism which led them to believe that, as regards their relation

to God, they might rest satisfied with certain works which were

severed from the root of a heart right towards God, and were there-

fore
" dead." (It is, moreover, not to be forgotten, that not merely

the Jew, but every one has the tendency to stamp certain actions

outwardly praiseworthy as meritorious works, and with this dead

coin to discharge the demands of his conscience, and to still the

accuser in his breast.) The positive and supplementary part to this

fierdvota is the ma-u; ITU 6e6v. That faith is here denoted, not in the

historico-dogmatic form of faith in Christ, the Messiah, but in the

philosophico-religious form of faith in God, is not undesigned, Lut

belongs to the fineness and delicacy of the thought. That the

author means the Cliristian faith, was already self-evident, and

needed not to be expressed by circumstantial description ;
on the

other hand, this he would acd must say, that the Christian, as by

repentance he renounces dead works, so by faith he enters into a

living relation to the living God.

The third member is the 6i6a\r\^ i. e., not here, of course, the act

of instruction, but the object gained by instruction, the knowledge
of doctrine thereby acquired. On dida^g are dependent the four

genitives fiarr-iafiuv, KTndtoeug re xetptiv, dvaardaeug ~e I'tKptii' nal Kpifia-

rof. It is evident of itself, that the three last of these genitives can-

not be directly dependent on flep'Atov, for as the resurrection and the

judgment are things to be looked for in the future, the readers can-

not be admonfshed to retain these things themselves but only the

doctrine respecting them. (Those interpreters who understand

a, ver. 1, as an intimation of the author's design, and who
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render KaTaftdkheodat by
"
lay," as they would supply didaxw at

fjravoiag} maTeug, erndKoevg, dvaardaeug and Kpiparog, must then as a

matter of consequence supply a second tiidax^ at fianriofitiv didaxfjg,

which would be nonsense. To make 6ida%rjs dependent on ftanrio-

fMv
" the doctrine of baptisms" in opposition to mere lustrations

as is done by Bengel, Winer, and Michaelis, yields no meaning
whatever, as it is nofrthe doctrine which forms the distinguishing
feature between ,the sacrament of baptism and the mere lustrations,

but the forgiveness of sins and regeneration. (^Vith as little reason

can we with (Ecumenius, Luther, Hyperius, Gerhard, take Sida^
as an independent co-ordinate genitive beside fianrioii&v ;

for what

then would be the meaning of dvaordoe^ and Kpiparog ?) The right

construction has been given by Calvin, Beza, Schlichting, Storr,

Bohme, Paulus, and Bleek. They supply 6i6a%fjs at

dvaardoeug, and Kpifiarog respectively.

The writer therefore specifiesfour principal objects of the

baptism and laying on of hands which' belong to the beginning
of the Christian life, and with which are connected the forgive-

ness of sins and bestowal of gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the re-

surrection together with the judgment, in which the life of the

Christian Church finds its consummation, and which form the object

of the Christian hope.

Ver. 3. Those who understand </>epwje0a, ver. 1, as an intimation

of the author's intended plan of teaching, must, as a matter of

consequence, understand noiTJaopev, ver. 4, also in the same way, and

refer the rovro to the intimated transition to more difficult subjects,

so that the author would here say, he designs,
"

if God will," now
in fact to pass to what is more difficult. But it will be difficult to

see how what he says in vers. 4-6, namely, that whosoever has fallen

away from the faith cannot be again renewed, is subservient to this

design either as argument or illustration. We who have understood

$epwj0a, ver. 1, as insinuative, i. e., as an exhortation, understand,

of course, ^oir\oo\if.v also in the same way, and refer rovro to the

whole of what precedes, as well to the "
striving after perfection"

as to the not destroying the foundation of the jueravom, rriorig and

didd^f}. We thus obtain a sentiment with which ver. 4 connects in the

closest and most delicate manner. The author seriously considers

it as still a problematical thing whether the conversion to faith and

the attainment of perfection be as yet possible for his readefc. For,

he says, he who has once fallen from the state of grace, can no

more be renewed. Still, he adds ver. 9, the hope that with his

readers it has not yet come to an entire falling away. He therefore

sets before them in vers. 4-8 the greatness of the danger, but gives

them encouragement again in ver. 9, seq. Both taken together

the danger as well as the still existing possibility (but only the pos-

VOL. VI. 28



434 HEBREWS VI. 4-6.

sibility) of returning form the exegesis of the tdv-rrep. The thing
rests upon the edge, but it is still upon the edge.

Vers. 4-6. The impossibility of being renewed is declared of

those who, a, were enlightened, who had tasted the heavenly gift,

had become partakers of the Holy Ghost, and had tasted the gospel

together with the powers of the future world, and then, b, have

again fallen away. The first four particulars describe the various

steps from the beginning of conversion, on to the perfect state of

faith and grace, ^e beginning is described in the words a~a

^ximoflrvre^, the general designation for the knowledge of the truth.

Conversion begins with this, that the man who ivas blind as regards

himself, blind in respect to his relation to God, his obligations to

God, his undone state, his need of salvation, and {//>/<>/<' all the

more blind in respect to the offered salvation which ho knew not and

wished not to know, is now cnfi'/htened as to his own condition and

the truth of the salvation in Christ
;
that he begins to perceive and

to feel that there is something more than deception and superstition

in what is declared to him of the Nazarene. Has this knowledge
been once gained, then it must be progressive or the man must

be lost
;
for this light arises upon any one only once. The second

step is, that the man taking hold of the salvation, now has the ac-

tual experience in and for himself, that in Christ a heavenly i^ift

grace, forgiveness, and strength is offered to him. If lie accepts
these gifts in humility and faith, he receives, thirdly, the gift of the

Holy Ghost; his Saviour begins by his spirit to be a living principle

within him; and this has as its consequence a twofold /////. He
learns and experiences in himself the Kakov deov pi^a (= SIB nm
Josh. xxi. 45, xxiii. 14

;
Jer. xxix. 10, etc.). God's word of promise,

i. e.
}
of course the fulfilment of this word, consequently the whole

riches of the inheritance of grace promised to the Messianic Israel

peace, joy, inclination to what is good, a new heart, etc.
;
and

then, as a second fruit, he experiences in himself the powers of the

world to come. To these powers belong not merely those extraor-

dinary miraculous gifts of the apostolic age (which may certainly

be viewed also as anticipations of the final victory of the sjtii-it over

the flesh), but all those gifts of sanctification and glorification

which, even here below, give to the Christian the victory over the

old Adam, and death. This passage repels the slander of the young

Hegeliins and their associates who hold, that the Christianity of

the Bible is a religion of the future world and not of the present.

No ! because it is a religion of the future state, it has power to

transform the present and to free it from the evils of sin which is the

ruin of mankind. But the young Hegelians and their associates,

because they have no future world, cannot do otherwise than corrupt
and destroy the present.
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Now, of him who has already passed over those stages in the

Christian course and then falls away, it is here said that "
it is im-

possible again to renew him," i. e., the state of grace out of which
he has fallen (the jueravom, conversion)* cannot be again restored in

him
;
he is and remains lost. We must not shrink from these words

or attempt to explain them away. The author assuredly does not

mean (as some of the more ancient commentators thought) that

such a one is not to be again baptized, although he may notwith-

standing be saved
; just as little does he mean that only men cannot

save him, but God notwithstanding may. He lays it down quite

absolutely,
"

it is impossible to renew him again to conversion."

This is one of those passages which speak of the so-called sin

against the Holy Ghost, or more correctly of a fall that leads into

irrecoverable perdition. It is well known, that on this subject
there was a difference between the pVedestinarian Calvinists and the

Lutherans, a difference extending even ,to the exegesis itself. The
Calvinists founded their view on the passage in Matth. xii. 31, seq.,

in which Christ warns the unbelieving Jews against committing the

sin against the Holy Ghost wbich can never be forgiven ; further, on

the passage 1 John ii. 19, where John says of certain individuals

who had fallen away from Christianity to Gnosticism :

"
They are

gone out from us, but they were not of us
;

for if they had been

of us they would have continued with us." Both passages were

used by the Calvinists as a proof of the theorem that, a, one who
is really born again cannot fall away, 5, consequently he who falls

away cannot have been really born again a theorem which, we may
observe, is not necessarily a consequence of the absolute doctrine

of predestination, but is also conceivable independent of it. But

how now is this to be reconciled with our passage Heb. vi. 4-6 ?

with this passage in which we are taught that there may be a fall-

ing away from a state of faith in the fullest and most proper

sense of the term. Calvin laid emphasis on the word yevodpevoi ;

individuals are here spoken of who had but tasted a little of the

gifts of grace, and had received only
" some sparks of light."

But whoever is not blinded by dogmatical prejudices must per-

ceive, that the aim of our author is evidently and assuredly not

to say : the less one has tasted of the gifts of grace the more

easily may he be irrecoverably lost, but precisely the reverse
;
the

more one has already penetrated into the sanctuary of the state of

grace, by so much the more irrecoverably is he lost in case he should

fall away.
Our passage, therefore, unmistakeably declares the possibility

that a regenerate person may fall away. But does it not herein

contradict what is said in 1 John ii. 19. Not in the least ! If in

* Others foolishly think that the state of Adam before the fall is here meant.
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our own day a Christian preacher should write or say of people who
had been corrupt members of the church, and had become the prey
of Bonge and other lying apostles :

"
They have fallen away from

us because they never belonged to us," etc., who would infer from

this, that that pastor virtually denies the possibility that those who
are really regenerated may also fall away ? So it is with John. Of
him who could become the prey of such manifest babblers and lying

prophets as the Gnostics were, it must be inferred, that he had not

penetrated far into the substance of Christianity. From this,

however, it does not at all follow, that one also who has really at-

tained to a state of grace in the fullest and most proper sense, may
not, by becoming indolent in the struggle with the old Adam, and

allowing a bosom sin to get the mastery over him, suffer shipwreck
of faith.

In opposition to Calvin, then, we must lay down the following

as the doctrine of the Holy Scripture on the Sin against the Holy
Crhost.

There are three different ways specified in Scripture in which a

man may be eternally lost. 1. The sin against the Holy Ghost

properly so-called, Matth. xii. 31, seq., when a man obstinately re-

sists the call of grace, and repels all the first motions of the Holy

Spirit in his heart and conscience
;

2. 1 John ii. 19, when one em-

braces Christianity outwardly and superficially without being truly

born again, and then becomes a prey to the seducing talk of some

vagabond babbler
;
and 3. Heb. vi. 4-6, when one has been truly

born again, but gives place to the evil principle in his heart, and

being worsted in the struggle, suffers himself to be taken captive

by some more refined temptation of Satan, some more refined lie

(as here by a seemingly pious attachment to the institutions of the

old covenant).

* Ebrard's view of the above passage is subject to weighty difficulties. It contra-

dicts the express testimony of Scripture in other passages, as e. g., John x. 27, 28
;
Rom.

viii. 35, seq., as well as our most fundamental conception of salvation through Christ.

If one who has been once made a partaker of eternal life through Christ can indeed fall

away and be lost, then the whole system of the Gospel rests upon a sandy foundation.

If therefore the passage before us does in reality affirm that true believers may go finally

to perdition, we are involved in inextricable difficulties. But it does not, I believe,

affirm any such thing. For, 1, the expressions here used as descriptive of the class in

question, by no means of necessity imply actual regeneration. They are of that general

character which may be applicable equally to the regenerate and those who by an en-

larged religious culture and enlightenment, have approached close to the border land of

religious experience without actually attaining it. It is not improbable that the writer

designedly used these somewhat vague terms in order that they might be sure to in-

clude all those to whom he addressed himself. Concede, however, that they do de-

note a saving change, and still the passage by no means asserts the possibility that those

who have experienced it may fall from their Christina faith. It only asserts an inevita-

ble consequence which, in such an event, must grow out of the vory nature of the case,

viz., the utter impossibility of their being restored, and makes use of this consequence as
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Why such a one is irrecoverably lost, we learn from the words
in apposition to those we have considered

; dvaaravpovvrag, etc.

Such a one commits, in a more aggravated degree, the sin which the

unbelieving Jews committed against Christ. The Israelites crucified

in their madness
^.
pseudo-Messiah, or at the worst a prophet. But

he who has knowri and experienced Jesus as his Saviour and Ke-

one means of preve
1

g their apostacy. God in dealing with his children, addresses

them not from the abs.. te truth which is hidden with himself, but according to their obvious

and conscious relation to him. He has ordained the means as well as the end
;
and while

it is certain that the eLd cannot fail, it is equally certain that it cannot be attained except
in connexion with those means with which God has indissolubly connected it. Thus

while on the one hand, the Lord had promised unconditionally to Paul that none of the

companions of his voyage to Rome should lose their lives, Paul on the other hand, was
warranted in saying that their safety was absolutely dependent on their abiding in the

ship. So Christians, while assured abstractly of the absolute salvation of all believers,

are yet in their own personal character and relations properly warned against apostacy;
for they can appropriate the comfort of the absolute truth only in proportion as they vin-

dicate the genuineness of their profession by actual perseverance. Even Paul who could

entertain no doubt of his spiritual calling and ultimate salvation, yet keeps his body

under, lest after having preached to others, he himself prove a castaway.
But here, it is replied, the case is otherwise. Not merely are professed believers warned

against apostacy, but real believers are informed of the consequences of actually apos-

tatising. Grant that such is the meaning of the passage. It by no means thence fol-

lows that such a case ever did or will actually happen. It is not necessarily more than a

strong statement of the utterly disastrous nature of such an event, conceiving it possible.

The Bible by no means always confines its reasonings to real cases. It often assumes

supposable cases for the sake of strongly illustrating a principle. Thus there is joy in

heaven over one sinner that repenteth more than over ninety and nine just persons that

need no repentance. The case here supposed has no existence on earth, yet this fact

no way detracts from the pertinency of the passage as illustrating a principle. Again
Paul says :

" If we or an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel to you, let him be

accursed." None supposes that Paul contemplates such an event as morally possible.

Yet it was physically conceivable, and Paul makes the supposition for the sake of a

cogent illustration. Again in Romans, Paul, in order to illustrate a principle of the

Divine proceedings, contrasts Jews who violate the revealed law with the Gentiles who
do by nature the things contained in the law. There are, properly speaking, no such

Gentiles. All have sinned, and the case is merely a hypothetical one.

Of this nature, I apprehend, is the passage before us. It does not assert that Chris-

tians may or do fall away. It only affirms that if persons who have attained a certain

spiritual status which it describes (grant them to be Christians), fell away, their ruin is ir-

remediable
;
their case is hopeless. They have crucified afresh the Son of God, and under

aggravating circumstances. They have exhausted and proved vain all the appointed

provisions of salvation. The sacrifice on Calvary having been tried and rejected, there

remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. They cannot, therefore, be restored to repentance.

The case here, as in the instances above, is abstractly supposable, and the principle it in-

volves brought to bear as one of the predestined and efficacious means against the

catastrophe of which it states the terrible consequences. I cannot myself forbear the

conviction that the writer purposely left the language such as to cover two classes of

cases that of the really regenerate who cannot fall away, and that of those who reach

such a state of spiritual enlightenment, that though they may fall away, they cannot be

reclaimed. In either case the passage is decisive against that superficial Arminianism

which in asserting its favorite doctrine of free-will, enables a man to oscillate backwards

and forwards between the remote extremes of sin and holiness; yesterday a saint, to-

day destitute of holiness, and to-morrow re-established in his spiritual calling. [K.
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deemer, and yet after all falls away from Christianity, actually

declares him whom he has known as the Son of God to be a pseudo-

Messiah, and contemns him.

If now by dwdfietg arc meant the gifts communicated by the

laying on of hands, then (as the laying on of hands took place after

baptism), the readers must have been baptized, and only taken again
under instruction afterwards. Still tiwdpeis may mean also the

powers of sanctification in the wider sense. The former is, how-

ever, the more probable.
Vers. 7, 8. The apostle here remembers Christ's parable of the

different kinds of ground. In this parable, however, we find the

best refutation of the Calvinistic exegesis of vers. 4-6. The fruit-

ful as well as the unfruitful soil received the same rain and blessing ;

it is the fault of the soil if the seed is choked by thorns or evil lusts.

The cause of the falling away lies not in the want of an abstract

gift of perseverance withheld by God, but in a shortcoming in the

struggle with the old man. In the words Kardpa? f:yyv^ the author

cannot intend to say that the curse is still uncertain (this is forbid-

den by the words that follow), they simply mean "it is advancing
towards the curse/' "the curse is impending over it." (Comp.

chap. viii. 13). El$ KO.VOIV for the nominative Kavaig is a Hebraism =
nyaV with the \> substantiae, comp. LXX. Is. xl. 16

;
xliv. 15. The

meaning of the author is, of course, not that the thorns and this-

tles merely, but that the whole land itself shall be burned up with

fire and brimstone (comp. Deut. xxix. 22). This is, then, a type of

the eternal destruction of the individual who was compared \\ithan

unfruitful field.

Vers. 9-12. The author now turns to the other side of the sub-

ject, to the comforting hope that in the case of his readers it has not

yet come to a falling away. "If we thus speak to you (in this

style of earnest warning) we are yet persuaded of better things con-

cerning you, of things that pertain to salvation." ('E^o^eva aurripicu;

a classical amplification of the adjectival idea = baud insalutaria.

"ExfiaOai rivo?, pertinere ad aliquid, to be connected with anything,
to have part in anything. The expression is purposely left indefi-

nite, and it is wrong to attempt to find in it one or another precise

sense. 'E^d/ueva aurripias forms only the general antithesis to nardpas

tyyvg. The change here from severity to gentleness reminds us of

the Pauline passages Gal. iv. 12 and 19
;
2 Cor. x. 11.

Ver. 10. The more that the new life has already shewn itself

to be efficacious in a Christian, the more that the fruits of holiness

have already been visible in him, so much the more safely may it be

concluded that his has been a true central, fundamental, and deep
conversion. The more that his Christianity consisted only of theory
and head orthodoxy, so much the more reason is there to fear that
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the whole man has not been converted, so much the greater danger
is there of a seeming conversion and a subsequent falling away.
What the man has gained by mere dialectics may again be entirely
lost by mere dialectics, amid the temptations of the flesh and the

trials of suifering. The only sure mark of conversion is the pre-
sence of sanctification

;
the only sure mark of continuance in the

state of grace is progress in sanctification.

Upon this truth the sentiment of ver. 10 is founded. Because
the readers have already evinced, and do still evince, the visible

fruits of faith in works of love and service, the author cherishes the

persuasion that God will not let them fall, will not withdraw his

Spirit and the help of his grace from them. It is striking, how-

ever, that he here appeals to injustice of God. The Koman Cath-
olic theologians have made use of this passage by way of confirming
their theory of the meritum condigni. The natural man can indeed

perform no good and meritorious works j but the converted man
can, by the assistance of the Holy Spirit, perform works perfectly

good and therefore meritorious, which God rewards by the commu-
nication of new gifts of grace. The evangelical theologians have

justly opposed to this theory the truth, that the best works of the re-

generate are still stained with sin and imperfect, and, in fact, that

nothing is said in our passage of rewarding particular works. But
the evangelical theologians have, in general, been able to find no

other way of explaining this passage than by supposing, that the

good works of the regenerate, although imperfect, yet received a

reward of grace from God. This, however, is a contradictio in ad-

jecto; what God gives out of grace in spite of our imperfection
wants precisely for that reason the quality of a reward. The truth

is, there is another righteousness besides that which recompenses or

rewards. The righteousness of God spoken of in our passage is

that which leads, guides, and governs, every man according to the

particular stage of development which he occupies. It is here

affirmed of God that he does not give up to perdition a man who can

still in any way be saved, in whom the new life is not yet entirely

extinct, and who has not yet entirely fallen away ;
but that he seeks

to draw every one as long as they will allow themselves to be drawn.

This is not a judicial or recompensing righteousness towards man

(for man has no right to demand the assisting grace of God as a

thing deserved), but it is the righteousness of the Father towards the

Son who has bought men with his blood, and to whom we poor sin-

ners still belong until we havefallen away from him. Not towards

us but towards Christ would the Father be ddinog, were he to with-

draw his gracious assistance from a man ere he has ceased to belong

to the peculium of Christ.

Ver. 11. The writer now expresses his earnest wish that his.
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readers may advance in the Christian life with renewed zeal
;
that

" each one of them may now manifest, even to perfection, the same

zeal in striving after the full assurance of hope," as they had hith-

erto shewn in the dyd-Tj. The full assurance of hope is opposed to

the wavering and uncertainty which they had hitherto shewn, as to

whether they might rely entirely and undividedly on the salvation

and promise of Christ, or whether they required, together with this,

the temple service, and Levitical priesthood.

Ver. 12*. The result of that zeal which the readers are to show

is, that they may be no longer vudpoi (as they have been hitherto

chap. v. 12), but may be equal to other Christians, not only in

love and service but also in faith and long suffering. MtKpoOviiia,

however, by no means denotes merely passive patience, the pas-

sive endurance of suffering, but as at Horn. ii. 7 even VTTOHOV^

serves to denote active constancy, this is still more denoted here by

Vers. 13-15. Here commences a somewhat more difficult train

of thought which, by means of the particle yap, is connected with

the foregoing as an explanation. The question presents itself:

What is said in vers. 13-15, and what is intended to be proved by
it or to be inferred from it as an explanation of ver. 12 ? What is

said, and said in words grammatically quite clear, is : God has

sworn to Abraham (comp. Gen. xxii. 16, seq., with chap. xvii. 1,

seq.) that he will bless him and multiply him. And from this it is

inferred in ver. 15, that that ancestor of the covenant-people was

thus also made a partaker of the promise through naKpodviua. This

idea of the fiaKpodv^elv is evidently the connecting link between

ver. 12 and vers. 13-15. On the other hand, the words God hath

sworn by himself, ver. 13, are at first only cited as a* an accessary
circumstance which is afterwards brought into prominence in ver.

16, and made use of as a new and independent idea. (The words

Kara rijv rd&v MeA^taedtK, chap. v. 6, are found to be cited quite in

a similar way, and then, afterwards in chap, vii., made to form pro-

perly a new theme. Similarly also the citation chap. iii. 7-12 com-

pared with ver. 15, seq., and chap. iv. 3 and 7).

The principal question then in the explanation of the three verses

under consideration is, how far does the fact that God has sworn to

Abraham that he will bless him and multiply him involve the infer-

ence, that Abraham attained to the (fulfilment of the) promise by

fiaKpoOvfiiu ? Bleek is certainly wrong when, in spite of the nal o-a>,

he will still not allow ver. 5 to be an inference from vers. 13, 14, but

finds in it merely a statement to the effect that Abraham deserved

that promise of the blessing and multiplying, by his constancy (in

the faith) evinced at another time, namely in the offering up of his

eon Isaac according to the command of God. The writer, indeed,
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does not in a single word point to the strength of faith shewn in

complying with the command to offer up Isaac
;
hut from the cir-

cumstance that Gco&swareto Abraham to bless him and to multiply

him, he infers that Abraham obtained the promise (namely the ful-

filment of it) through the constancy of his faith. Now, whoever

ascribes to our author a rabbinical method of exegesis which cleaves

to words and to the letter must here again find himself greatly
embarrassed

;
for here, as always, the force of the argumentation

lies not in the letter, but in the thought. There are two particulars

on which the force of the proof rests. First, God promised to

Abraham with an oath; this already implied that the fulfilment of

the promise was to be looked for at some future time, for there can

be no need of confirming with an oath the promise of a gift which

is forthwith and immediately bestowed
;
an oath is then only neces-

sary, when the fulfilment is so remote as to make it possible that

doubts might spring up in the mind of the receiver of the promise
from the long delay. Secondly, the subject-matter of the promise,
the promised object itself, was such as from the nature of the case

could only be realized after the death of Abraham. He was to be

blessed, and that by an immense multiplication of his seed
;
that

could, from the nature of the case, be fulfilled only many genera-
tions after Abraham. Thus Abraham thoughout his whole life saw

nothing of the fulfilment of the promise which had been made to

him (coinp. chap. xi. 39); he was directed to continue until death

in the constancy of the hope of that which he saw not. So also are

the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews admonished not to rely on

the earthly, visible, Jewish theocracy and its institutions, but with the

constancy of Abraham's faith to build their hope of salvation on the

crucified Jesus who has gone into the heavens, whose followers still

form a scattered flock, and who have nothing on earth but the hope
of what is promised for the future.

Vers. 16-19. The author now brings into prominence the acces-

sary idea indicated in ver. 13, that God can swear by none greater

than he is himself, and makes use of it for a new turn of thought,

namely, for the inference that, just because God is in himself un-

changeable, a promise which he has not only given, but has, more-

over, sworn by himself in confirmation of it, is absolutely sure and

settled. In this certainty of the promises of God there lies a second

motive for the readers to continue steadfast in the hope of the glory

promised to the Messianic Israel (already in Abraham's time).

And from this the author, having inwardly prepared his readers and

opened their hearts, dexterously retraces his steps to his theme re-

specting the similarity between the New Testament Messianic

priesthood and that of Melchisedec.

Ver. 16.
" Men swear by one who is greater (than themselves),
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and the oath is for certainty beyond all strife" (for indisputable

certainty). This idea is in itself plain. Men swear by a being
who is greater than they, who possesses omniscience enabling him to

know the perjured person, and power and justice to punish him.

The oath consists in this, that the person who swears calls the higher

being to witness at once the promise and the fulfilment or non-

fulfilment, and to be the eventual avenger of the latter. (Hence
with the purified Christian every word is a tacit oath, inasmuch as

it is spoken in the consciousness of the testimony of the all-

present and all-knowing God. And hence Christ forbids swearing

by inanimate things (Matth. v. 34), and puts that state of mind

in which every yea is a yea i. e., in which every w..rd, whether

God be expressly called to witness or not, is spoken in the con-

sciousness that God is witness in the place of that swearing which

was alike superstitious and false. Christ therefore does not forbid

the oath, but he wills that the Christian should speak /t/t/ o<tf/tn,

and that in this way the difference between swearing and not swear-

ing should find an end).

Ver. 16. Now in God, the possibility of wavering, or the want

of veracity, and thus the necessity of a higher guarantee, falls ab-

solutely to the ground. He is true, not on account of another

or from fear of any other, but by his own nature. Therefore he

can swear only by himself, he can produce only himself and his

own nature as the witness and guarantee of his veracity. It is

true that for this very reason God's swearing by himself is an,

anthropopathism, or more correctly a condescension to human

infirmity. On his own account he needs not to swear
;
on his

own account the form of swearing, the form of a promisor and a

witness, might be dispensed with. But so long as to man the

knowledge of the unchangeableness of God was still hidden or

imperfect, God condescended to swear. AVith wonderful wisdom

he stooped to the human presupposition of the possibility of change
in God, therefore he sware

;
but inasmuch as he sware by himself,

he in the same act lifted man upwards to the knowledge that he has

that in his own nature which hinders him from change. This idea,

which was already briefly indicated in ver. 13, is further developed
in ver. 17.

'Ev o, literally "in which circumstance," = in these circumstances,

quee cum ita sint. Hence it may be rendered by
" therefore"

(Theophylact, Erasmus, Schlichting, Grotius, Kuinoel, Olshausen,
De Wette, Tholuck, Bleek, etc.).

'!<> o does not, however, belong
to Povkopevos ;

Kambach and others have explained thus : as now

by this (by conforming to the practice among men of swearing)
God would shew, etc.; the swearing of God is evidently, however,
not placed parallel with swearing of men, but in opposition to it, as
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already appears from the words dvdpunoi pev yap. 'Ev o> belongs
rather to t^eairevoev.

ie Therefore (because men swear by one superior to themselves)

God, when he would shew to the heirs of the promise the immuta-

bility of his will in a superabundantly sure way, placed himself in

the middle" (between himself qua the promiser, and men). Meai-

Tva>, se interponere, to place one's self as mediator between two

parties. Then specially in promises in the form of an oath, to place
one's self as warranter, as fidejussor or security between the promiser
and- the receiver of the promise, in order to undertake the security
for the fulfilment of the promise. God does this when a man
swears by him

;
he then lets himself be called by both men as a

witness and guarantee. When, however, God swears by himself, he

then as it were comes in between himself and men. In other words,
he is his own witness.

Ver. 18.
" Therefore we have firm consolation by two indestruc-

tible things, in both of which it is impossible for God to lie we who
flee for refuge to lay hold on the hope at the future goal." As God
is in himself unchangeable and true, and needs not to swear, so his

promise is in itself alone already sure and indestructible. But when,

moreover, he appears not merely as promiser, but (inasmuch as he

swears) also as juecr^revwv, as his own witness and security, then must
the fulfilment be doubly sure, or, more precisely, a double testimony
is given to the Divine immutability.

In the words which stand in apposition to the subject ol nara-

0vy6v-f, etc., the author repeats the condition upon which a sub-

jective interest is obtained in the promise which is in itself and

objectively sure. Nothing is wanting on God's part ;
but we on our

part, forsaking all false consolation, must flee to lay hold on the

t'ATiif TTpoK.ei[j,Kvr). (On the partic. aor. comp. chap. iv. 3. Others

less naturally understand Kara^vyovreg as an absolute idea, and make

KpaTTjffat dependent on Trapa/cA^trtf, and give this latter the significa-

tion "
admonition, injunction"). The hope involves here both the

object of the hope (comp. the adjective npoKei/j-evrf) and the act of it

(comp. Kparrjoai). KaratyvyovTeg is well explained by Calvin thus :

Hoc verbo significat, non aliter Deo vere nos fidere, quam dum

praasidiis omnibus aliis destituti ad solidam ejus promissionem con-

fugimus. The readers were to flee from all false Judaistic props of

hope in the concern of their salvation, and to direct their eye alone

to the invisible goal of future glory promised in Christ.

Ver. 19. This firm hope resting solely upon Christ is
" a sure

and firm anchor of the soul, and such as enters into the inner place

behind the vail." Two figures are here, not so much mixed as, in a

very elegant manner, combined. The author might compare the

world to a sea, the soul to a ship, the future still concealed glory to



444 HEBREWS VI. 20.

the covered bottom of the sea, the remote firm land stretching
beneath the water and covered by the water. Or he might compare
the present life upon earth to the forecourt, and the future blessed-

ness to the heavenly sanctuary, which is still, as it were, concealed

from us by a vail. He has, however, combined the two figures.

The soul, like a shipwrecked mariner, clings to an anchor, and sees

not where the cable of the anchor runs to, where it is made fast
;

it

knows, however, that it is firmly fixed behind the vail which conceals

from it the future glory, and that if it only keeps fast hold of the

anchor, it will, in due time, be drawn in with the anchor by a res-

cuing hand into the holiest of all. Thus there is in the hope itself

that which certainly brings about thefulfilment.
Ver. 20. The holy of holies is now more particularly described

as that " into which Christ is entered as our Forerunner." In these

words the author touches on the second section of the first part

(chap. ii. ver. 16, comp. with ver. 17), and at the same time on the

second section of the second part (chap. iv. vers. 10 and 14). In

both passages, but with more distinctness in the second, the inference

was drawn from this going before of Christ as the first-fruits and

preparer of the way to heaven, that his office is a li<jli-priestly office.

Thus the sentiment of ver. 20 leads the author naturally and with-

out constraint back to the theme begun at chap. v. 1-10, namely,
the comparison of Christ with the hiyh-pn'est, and now, after having

prepared the hearts of the readers for what he is about to say, he

proceeds exactly from the place where he broke off" at chap. v. 10
;

he repeats the new theme already intimated there : Christ is a j>r

after tlie order of Mekhisedec, and this similarity between his priest-

hood and that of Melchiseduc culminates in the eternity of it.

SECTION SECOND.

THE MESSIAH, AS A HIGH PRIEST AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC,
IS A SUPERIOR HIGH PRIEST TO AARON.

(Chap, vii.) 9

The train of thought in this chapter is most clearly arranged :

First, it is shown in ver. 1-10 that Melchisedec's priesthood was of

a higher order than the Levitical
; then, in vers. 11-19, the infer-

ence is drawn from this, that the Levitical priesthood, and in like

manner also, the Mosaical law upon which it was grafted was im-

perfect, and finally in vers. 20-28, that the Messiah, because
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according to Ps. ex. lie must be a high priest after the order of

Melchisedec, was greatly superior to the Levitical priesthood as well
as to the Mosaical law.

The first of these three parts divides itself again into two lines

of thought ;
in ver. 1-3 it is shewn that the priesthood of Melchis-

edec is an eternal priesthood, in ver. 4-10 that Melchisedec took tithes

from Levi.

Vers. 1-3. Ovrog points back to chap. vi. 20. This Melchisedec,

namely, he who is spoken of in Ps. ex. The principal nerve of the

passage lies, of course, in the principal verb fitvei el$ TO dirjvsKKc. (not
as Storr would have it in the words t:pfj,7jvev6fj,evog fiavifavs SiK.atoavvr)<?).

It was already intimated in chap. vi. 20, that Christ is like Mel-
chisedec an eternal high priest. And now in vers. 1-3, it is ex-

plained in how far Melchisedec's priesthood was eternal, and in like

manner it is then shewn in vers. 20-28 in how far Christ's priest-
hood was eternal. It can therefore not be doubted that the words
abideth for ever contain the principal idea of the sentence. All

the other parts from vers. 1-3 are only accessary members of an ex-

planatory kind.

The question, however, still remains in what relation does this

principal idea stand to the thesis chap. iv. 20. Are we to take the

yap in an argumentative sense, and is it the intention of the author

to prove in vers. 1-3 that Christ was a high priest after the order

of Melchisedec ? And does the proof consist in this, that Mel-

chisedec was an eternal priest, and that, in like manner, an eternal

priesthood belongs also to Christ, so that in virtue of this tertium

comparationis eternity Christ can be called a high priest after the

order of Melchisedec? This cannot possibly have been the author's

intention. He must in this case have left out the words d<; rov

altiva in the thesis chap. vi. 20, and, instead of this, must have intro-

duced immediately after ver. 3 what he says from vers. 20-28.

(The train of thought must then have been : Christ is a high priest

after the manner of Melchisedec; for, Melchisedec's priesthood was

eternal, Christ's priesthood was also eternal, ergo.) In reality, how-

ever, the author was under no necessity whatever of proving that

Christ's priesthood was and must be after the order of Melchisedec.

This had already been settled at chap. v. 1-10, and settled on the

ground that the prophetical psalm, Ps. ex., contains the calling of

the Messiah to the priestly dignity, and that the psalmist had

therefore before-hand ascribed to the Messiah the priestly in con-

junction with the kingly honour. No, it is not the aim of the author

to prove in chap. vii. 1-3 that the priesthood of Christ is of the same

order as that of Melchisedec, but, from the thesis already established,

chap. vi. 20, to draw inferences, the inference, namely that the priest-

hood oftlie Messiah is superior to the Levitical priesthood.
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We must, therefore take yap in an explicative signification in the

sense of namely. The weighty import of the thesis, chap. vi. 20,

is now to be evolved, the author will, so to speak, unfold to the

reader the fulness of meaning that lies in the simple expression after

the order of Melchisedec, and shew him with what important results it

is fraught.

A series of clauses in apposition follows the subject of the sen-

tence, which, however, do not all belong to the subject, but in part

to the predicate. Those which belong to the predicate begin with

first being by interpretation ; that they begin here and nowhere else is

evident from this, that the first two attributes are here repeated by

way of being explained.

Melchisedec, first being by interpretation king of

righteousness,

king of Salem . . , . then king of Salem, i. e. king of peace,

priest of God, etc.

We have therefore to render the sentence thus :
" This Mel-

chisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met

Abraham, etc., and blessed him, al/d'-thfor ever as one whose name

signifies king of righteousness, etc." The first group of appositional

clauses serves to denote and to describe the subject ;
the second

serves to shew, what ground there is for ascribing to this subject

the predicate abidethfor ever.

Let us consider the first group. Melchisedec, the well-known

king of the Amorites, Gen. xiv. The conjecture of Jerome, Luther,

etc., that Melchisedec was no other than Shorn the son of Noah, is

now with reason universally rejected. Equally untenable is the

view of Molinaus, Hottinger, etc., that Melchisedec was no man,
but a temporary incarnation of the Son of God. Melchisedec was

doubtless, according to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-

ment, none other than an Amoritic prince of a tribe among whom

(just as in the house of Laban) the ancient primitive monotheism

was still preserved, and who, according to the old patriarchal fashion,

still offered sacrifices as the priest of his tribe to the invisible God
in heaven. The words who met, etc. as also the words to whom he

gave a tenth, etc., serve here immediately only to recall to the minds of

his readers the few features that have been preserved from the life

of this man, and to give them a more distinct presentation of the

form of Melchisedec, although these features are afterwards, vers. 4

and 6, again taken up and made use of for farther inferences (just

as at chap. vi. 13 the words K-nei, etc.).

Pass \VL- now to the second group of clauses in apposition. Mel-

chisedec remains a priest for ever, he whose name being interpreted

is King of righteousness, whose title signifies King of peace. The

author was fully entitled to lay stress on these names, as they were
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not merely arbitrary, but were really expressive of the nature and
character of that man. If our author had drawn similar inferences

from the name of the later king Adonizedec of Salem (Josh, x.),
this might justly have been characterized as a rabbinical proceeding;
but every reader of sound sense will feel how impossible such a

proceeding would be to the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
how harshly it would contrast with the usually profound character

of his reasonings. In Melchisedec the nomen et omen truly met
and harmonized. The tribe of people which had built Salem must
have been really a peaceable tribe, otherwise they would not have

given to the city the name "
Peace,"

"
city of Peace," and, in fact,

the king of this city had not involved himself and his people in that

war which, considering the times, was a pretty extensive war. This

king himself showed really a sense of justice in sympathising with

the righteous cause of Abraham, and he showed more than this, in

coming to meet Abraham in a friendly spirit with presents of

refreshment. Abraham, the champion of faith, offers to him gifts

of homage ; nay, in giving him.the tenth, he thereby places himself

under his sovereignty, he takes refuge beneath the sceptre of this

king who served the living God, in order that under his protection
he may henceforth live unmolested by hostile bands of heathen.

The names pnx ^^fo and bVa "jV, therefore, really express only in a

concise way the features of character and form which distinguished
that priest-king. And when David (Ps. ex.) in the spirit of pro-

phecy sees and expects of the seed promised to him, that, like

Melchisedec, he will unite the priestly with the kingly dignity, he

surely does not predict in these words a merely outward and
mechanical conjunction of the two dignities, but he has before him
the figure of a man in whom, as in Melchisedec, the kingly power
would be consecrated and penetrated with the sanctifying virtue of

the priestly dignity and work, the form, therefore, of a king who
would truly govern in peace (comp. 2 Sam. vii. 11) and righteousness

(comp. Ps. xlv. 7).

From this alone, however, it does not follow that Melchisedec's

priesthood is eternal. In order to prove this other attributes are

still necessary. Melchisedec is without father, without mother, without

descent. What does the author mean by this ? Schulz and Bohme
have imputed such absurdity to him as to suppose, that he really

meant to say that Melchisedec came into the world without parents,

and with some this strange idea even yet finds acceptance. But is

it seriously believed that the author meant to ascribe to Melchisedec

a really eternal priesthood ? Christ then was not the only eternal

priest ! Such an interpretation as this which cleaves to the letter,

carries in itself merely that rabbinical narrowness which those who

employ it think they find in the Holy Scriptures.
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Our author reasons in quite the reverse way. He turns entirely

away from all investigation respecting the other unknown events in

Melchisedec's life, and views him only in so far as David in the

110th psalm has made use of him, and could make use of him as a

type of the Messiah. The individual Melchisedec who met Abraham
had indeed a father and a mother, possibly a brave father and a

gentle mother for all we know. But just because we do not know

this, and because David also could know nothing of it when he used

the words, "Thou art a priest after the order of Melchisedec," he

cannot have intended to say : the Messiah will have a brave or not

brave father, a gentle or ungentle mother, etc,, in other words, he

could not mean to set forth the individi.'.n.l with his oljt- r character-

istics as a figure of the future Messiah, but must have referred to

the figure of Melchisedec only in so far as it stands out from obscurity

in Gen. xiv., when he said of the promised seed that he shall be a

priest after the manner of Melchisedec.

But this and this alone is justly important to our author. The
Levitical priest had to legitimize himself as a priest by his descent

from Levi and Aaron
;
Melchisedec's priesthood had certainly noth-

ing to do with his race and his descent, as nothing at all has been

recorded of his descent. Melchisedec stands altogether outside of

the great theocratical lineage, which runs from Abraham upwards
to Adam and downwards to Levi and Aaron, etc. He comes forth

from the darkness, like a streak of light, only to disappear imme-

diately in the darkness again. And yet although he cannot have

been a priest by theocratical descent the Holy Scripture adduces

him, Moses himself adduces him as a "
priest of God on high," and

acknowledges him as such. If now the Messiah is to be a priest

after the order of Melchisedec, then to him also is ascribed not the

Levitical hereditary priesthood, but an independent priesthood having
its roots in his own person.

That the words drrd-wp, d^rup mean here really nothing more

than parentibus ignotis appears partly, from the analogy of profane
writers (for example, Horace, serm. 1, 6, 10 : Multos saepe viros

nullis majoribus ortos. Liv. iv. 3 : Servium Tullium, captiva Cor-

niculana uatum, patre nullo, matre serva, Cic. de oratore, II. 64 :

Quid hoc clamoris ? quibus nee pater nee mater, tanta confidentia

estis?) partly from the explanatory dyeveaAdyT/rof, which as is well

known, signifies not "without generation" but "without pedigree."
Now this also points already indirectly at the eternal nature of

the priesthood of Melchisedec
;
the full proof, however, is first given

in the words having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but

ctyfcjpotuplvo? To5 vt& rov deov. How this is to be explained appears
from what has just been said. The individual Melchisedec had, in

truth, a beginning and an end of life
; but of this nothing is re-
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corded in the Pentateuch, and therefore David could not refer to it

in the 110th psalm. It is of importance to the author that nothing
is recorded of Melchisedec's birth and death. As he has explained
without father and without mother by the term without genealogy, BO

now he explains having neither beginning of days nor end of life by

a^wjuoiwftevofj etc. Calvin has already observed with reason that the

author does not say fytoZof. Melchisedec was not like to Christ, but

was represented in a manner like to Christ. Bat that nothing is re-

corded in the Pentateuch of the beginning and end of Melchisedec's

life, and that, notwithstanding, Melchisedec is acknowledged as a

priest of God, and that this his priesthood without predecessors
and successors was set forth by David as a type of the future Mes-

sianic priesthood this, again, has properly for our author a positive

significance. This is to be explained by the antithesis to the Levitical

priesthood ; for all these characteristic features of the priesthood of

Melchisedec are adduced as bearing on- the comparison with the

Levitical priesthood, and in proof of the inferiority of the latter.

The Levitical priest or highpriest became a priest by his birth, and left

the priesthood at his death to his son
;
his office was, from the na-

ture of him who held it, not a continuing one, but one that moved

onwards from member to member, and this succession was expressly

prescribed and regulated in the law. When therefore the Psalmist

will describe the priestly glory of the promised seed
t
and seeks to

concentrate this in a corresponding type, he selects not that of a

ritual Levitical high priest one of those high priests who, from

generation to generation, ceased from their office and gave place to

each other but that of Melchisedec who, a, was a priest not by

formal, legal investment, but because his internal character, his

qualities of righteousness and peace impelled him to bring sacrifices

to God, and to consecrate the power of the king by the internal

qualities of the priest ; who, b, was a priest not by descent but

in himself
;
and who therefore, c, was not a link in a chain of pre-

decessors and successors, but is represented as alone in his order,

and thus far as one who continues a priest (yields up his priesthood
to no one).

It is therefore truly no play upon words or artifice of ingenuity,

but the Divine wisdom and illumination of the Holy Spirit, by
which our author obtains the inferences which he builds on those

particulars in the form under which Melchisedec is represented to

us. The vindication of his procedure lies in this, that Melchisedec

does not appear as in himself (Gen. xiv.) a type of Christ, but is

first stamped as a type of Christ by David in Ps. ex., who in this

could not certainly refer to all that Melchisedec was, but only to the

little that was recorded of him in Gen. xiv. Seeing then that David

when he would describe in its highest form the glory of the seed

VOL. VI 29.
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promised to him, selects not the form of a Levitical high priest, hut

that of Melcbiaedec as represented in Gen. xiv., our authr must

needs inquire, wherefore and on what grounds this of Melchisedec

appeared to the Psalmist the most glorious form, more so than that

of a Levitical high priest. These reasons were not difficult to discover.

The Levitical high priest was such by investment
; altogether apart

from his personal character, but the Messiah was to be a high priest

(comp. i. 9, ii. 17, iv. 15) from his own internal character, through
his personal holiness, compassion, ri- lite .n>ness. and truth, just as

Melchisedec was a high priest through his own independent live act

and piety. The Levitical high priest held his office in virtue of his

descent from Levi and Aaron
;
the Messiah was to descend ii"t lrm

Aaron but from David
;

like Melchisedec he was to stand outside.

of the hereditary Levitical succession of priests. The Levitical

high priest must give place to a successor
;
the Messiah was to be a

priest-king without end (2 Sam. vii.
;
Ps. ex. 4); to this c rresponds

in Melchisedec the circumstance, that we are nowhere to \l of his

successor in the priestly office. In the manner then in which the

account respecting Melchisedec is given Gen. xiv. lies the re is >n

why he must have appeared to the Psalmist as more exalted than

the Levitical high priest. None of those limitations which were

essential to the latter are ascribed to the former. It is precisely in

the mysterious way in which the Pentateuch represents him as

emerging from the darkness, and standing above the theocratical

race, that we are to seek the ground of that impression of more ex-

alted majesty which induced the Psalmist to set him forth as a type
or example of the priest-kingly glory belonging to the future Mes-

siah. It will, accordingly, be evident that those expositors are en-

tirely mistaken who maintain, that the words remaineth a priest

forever intimate merely that the priestly office of Melchisedec

everlasting. The office was also in the case of the Lev.'tical high

priests al tiding and lasting. No ! the person of Melchisedec not

precisely his person in its individual reality but in the outline f it

which was presented to the Psalmist wore the aspect of a priest

whose priesthood had its root in kirns''!/, and who resigned ttis

office to no successor. The substance of vers. 1-3 is therefore this :

Already the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament ascribe to the

Messiah a priesthood which, in virtue of its internal and external

independence and freedom from limitations, is far superior to the

Levitical priesthood.

Vers. 4-10. A second proof now follows of the superiority of

the priesthood of Melchisedec to the Levitical priesthood. This

second proof is drawn from the incidents in the history of Mel-

chisedec already mentioned casually in ver. 1, seq., wh<> m<t .-!/</,/-

ham, etc. The whole argument in vers. 4-10 moves in the form of
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a sorites. This sorites consists of two principal parts. In vers. 4-7,
from the circumstance that Abraham gave to Melchisedec the tenth

and received his blessing it is inferred, that Melchisedec was supe-
rior to Abraham. In vers. 9, 10 from the fact that Levi was then

yet in the loins of Abraham it is inferred, that Levi also was sub-

ordinate to Abraham.
The first part of the sorites will in a scholastico-logical form

stand thus :

Major : The receiver of tithe and bestower of the blessing is

superior to the giver of tithe and receiver of the

blessing.

Minor : But Abraham gave tithe to Melchisedec and received

the blessing from him.

Conclusion : Therefore Melchisedec is superior to Abraham.

The author does not, however, merely omit the conclusion according
to the form of the sorites^ and forthwith proceed to the second

principal part, but he makes the omission of the conclusions still

more easy by the simple process of placing the major after the minor

proposition.

Ver. 4 is the first half of the minor : Melchisedec received from

Abraham the tenth. In ver. 5 a subsidiary remark follows, to

the effect that Melchisedec received the tenth from Abraham in a

much more striking and distinguished manner than the Levites

now receive it from the Jews. In ver. 6 the first half of the

minor, enlarged by the antithetical reference to ver. 5, is repeated,

and the second half of (he minor : that Melchisedec blessed Abraham,
is added.

In ver. 7 the major proposition (already involving the conclusion)
now follows the minor ; formally, however, it is adduced only in re-

ference to the blessing. (The same thing was already self-evident

in reference to the levying of the tithe chiefly from ver. 5).

After it has been shewn that Melchisedec is superior to Abra-

ham, the receiver of the promise, and the progenitor of all the

Levitical and non-Levitical Jews, the author, now glancing back

to vers. 1-3, makes the transition in ver. 8 to the second principal

part of the sorites, vers. 9, 10, ver. 9 containing the thesis, ver. 10

the proof.

Ver. 4. The particle 6s serves simply to denote the transition to

another subject.
" But now observe further." Il7/At;oc how great,

how highly exalted, namely, in comparison with the Levitical high

priests. The o> does not serve first to determine who is meant by

OVTO$ ;
but ovrog refers backwards to the Melchisedec named in vers.

1-3, and u> is confirmatory, cui = quum ei. The apposition 6 rra-

rptdpx^g is, on account of the emphasis, placed at the end of the

period. He who, as the progenitor of all Israel, also of the Levites,
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is superior to Israel and to the Levites, nevertheless paid the tenth

to Melchisedec, and thus placed himself in a subordinate position

to him. This finishes the first part of the minor proposition (placed

before the major in ver. 7).

Before, however, the author adds the other part in ver. 6, he

must first meet an objection. The objector might say, Why is so

much stress laid on the circumstance that Melehiscdec took tithes ?

Did not the Levitical priests also take tithes ? The author must

needs, shew, therefore, what an important difference there is be-

tween the two cases. He does this in a subsidiary remark at ver. 5.

He first of all introduces the objection itself in the form of a re-

striction,
" and indeed the Levites also take tithes ;" he, however, at

the same time, joins to this restriction or concession all the par-

ticulars in which the inferiority of the Levites in this respect shews

itself, so that he can then forthwith set forth in opposition to this,

the higher form of tithe-taking in the case of Melrlti- mv, and with

this can, at the same time, repeat in a more enlarged and more

definite form in the 6th verse, the idea of the minor proposition of

ver. 4.

We must first of all consider more closely the subject : ol HKV KK

TtDv vitiv Aevi TIJV lepareiav kafiftdvovreg. That ol ka/iftdvovrKS is really

the subject, and that the words t rtiv vltiv Aevi depend on Aaju/3a-

vovrtf, is evident of itself. If ol IK, rtiv vltiv Aevi by itself were

taken as the subject, and T?JV lepareiav kafifidvovrss as a more special
determination of the idea in the predicate, we should then obtain

the unsuitable sense that the Levites then take tithes when they re-

ceive or enter upon the priesthood. This, however, would not be

agreeable to historical fact. With as little reason can we, with

Bleek and others, render thus : those among the Levites who receive

the priesthood (in opposition to those who were Levites merely with-

out being priests) for, according to the Mosaic law, all Levites

received tithe (Lev. xxvii. 30). The emphasis rather lies on Aa/i/3a-

vovrer, and the Levites are placed in a twofold antithesis to Mel-

chisedec
; first, as those who were descended from Levi

; secondly,
as those who received the priesthood (in virtue of this their descent).
" Those who, being the sous of Levi, received the priesthood," stand

in opposition to Melchisedec, who, according to vers. 1-3, was with-

out genealogy, and had neither predecessor nor successor ; but whose

priesthood flowed independently, as it were, from his own person.

(So substantially also Belaud, Pierce, Wolf).
The word ^afj.j3dvovreg, then, already indicates one point of infe-

riority in the Levitical receiving of tithes. A further point of infe-

riority is given in the words KVTO^JJV fxovoi. The Levites received

by a command the right to lift tithes, and the rest of the Israelites

give tithes because they must do so. Abraham, on the contrary,
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gave tithe to Melchisedec voluntarily. There there was a third party

(namely, God) who is superior to the Levites, as well as to the rest

of the tribes, to whom the tithe properly belonged, and who assigned
it to the Levites. Here it was the personal dignity and majesty of

Melchisedec that moved Abraham to give tithes. The same anti-

thesis is repeated in the words Kara rov vouov.

But the author does not overlook the circumstance, also, that

the right of the Levites to exact tithes extends only to the /lad?,

rovrean rov$ ddstyovg avruv, while Melchisedec's superiority stretches

beyond his tribe, even to Abraham, who was quite a stranger to

him. In like manner, also, that the descent from Abraham as, on
the one hand (in the case of the Levites) it confers the right to take

tithes, so, on the other hand (in the case of those who are not

Levites), does not protect them from the burden of paying tithes.

This latter lies in the words, though they came out of the loins of Abra-

ham. Is Melchisedec, then, superior to-the progenitor of the race

whose members divide themselves into tithe-receivers and tithe-

payers, it is therefore evident that the right of these latter (the

Levites) to take tithes is of a far inferior nature to the right of Mel-

chisedec. Or, in other words : that Melchisedec stood higher above

Abraham, than among his descendants the Levites stand above those

who are not Levites. The relation might be mathematically repre-

sented thus :

Melchisedec ^ ^ [Abraham ^* (Levites H
" not Levites)].

Then, in addition to this, comes the other difference indicated in the

words KVTO^IJV and Kara v6fj,ov}
between the right of the Levites to

take tithes as a dependent right, and conferred by the lawgiver,

and. that of Melchisedec as independent and flowing from his per-

sonal dignity.

In ver. 6 the other side of the comparison between Melchisedec

and the Levitical priests is presented, and special emphasis laid on

this feature of it that Melchisedec received tithes from one who, in

respect of descent, was not connected with him. In this the first

part of the minor proposition is repeated, but in a more full and defi-

nite form. To this is added here the second part of the minor pro-

position, viz., that Abraham, although he had received from God
the theocratical promise, was yet blessed of Melchisedec. The de-

signation rov K%ovra rdg e-xayyeMag corresponds in its logical position

to the designation 6 -narpidpxw, ver. 4. At both a /cat/rep might be

supplied instead of the artiqle.

In ver. 7 the major proposition now follows the minor, and here

we do not indeed find both parts of the minor referred with scho-

lastic accuracy to con-responding general propositions, but only the

second part of it, which was adduced immediately before.
" With-

out all contradiction the less is blessed of the higher,"
= he who
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blesses is always Superior to him who is blessed. The parallel mem-
ber : The tithe-receiver is always superior to the tithe-giver was so

self-evident (especially after what was said from ver. 5 onwards),
that the author might safely omit it.

Equally unnecessary was the formal statement of the conrlu^ih .

Ergo Melchisedec is superior to Abraham
;
and so much the more,

as he had placed the major proposition, which involved this conclu-

sion, behind the minor.

He therefore, in ver. 8, forthwith makes the transition to the

secondprincipal part of tiie sorites, to the argument, namely (for which

also he had already prepared the way in ver. 5), that if Abraham is

inferior to Melchisedec, so much the more inferior to him is Levi.

He, however, makes this transition precisely in such a way as to in-

troduce an accessory remark which connects substantially with the

accessory remarks of the 5th verse.

The idea, namely, that here (under the Levitical law) it is dying
men who receive tithes, but there, he of whom it is testified that

he liveth this idea forms no link in the syllogistic chain, does

not follow from ver. 7, and proves nothing for ver. 8, but is in reality

an accessory idea, serving only to lead the attention of the reader

away from Abraham to the Levites. In respect of its import, this

verse merely points back in a brief way to ver. 3, and only in this

view is it, in general, intelligible. If ver. 3 had not preceded,
ver. 8 might then really be so understood as if the author there

meant to ascribe an endless life to the individual Mckhisedec (for,

with Justinian, Capellus, and others, to consider Christ as the sub-

ject of g, is mere nonsense). But, after what was said in ver. 3 (as

in the main Bleek also has rightly perceived) [iap-vpovnevo$ on
,,'/}

can be nothing else than a concise representation of the idea : \n\re.

dpxTjv iftieptiv firj-e faijc riXoq #wv, and is therefore to be explained
thus :

" Of whom only his life is recorded, not his death" (Bleek) ;

or, in other words : it is again not the individual Melchisedec who
has the testimony that he liveth, but it is again the typical figure of

Melchisedec, as it appeared to the eye of the Psalmist in the frame-

work of Gen. xiv. Ver. 8, therefore, contains nothing new, but

merely reminds the reader of the inferiority of the Levitical priest-

hood, already shewn at ver. 3, and this with the view, as has been

already observed, merely of turning in this way the attention of the

reader from Abraham to the tribe of Levi.

Vers. 9, 10. In these verses we have now the second /-///,

part of the sorites itself. In ver. 9 a thesis is laid down, a minor pro-

position to which the major proposition of the foregoing syllogism

implicitly contained in ver. 7 (the tithe-receiver is superior to the

tithe-giver) stands directly related
; namely, the minor proposition:

Levi also in a certain sense paid tithes to Melchisedec ;
so that here,
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neither the major proposition nor the conclusion needed to be spe-

cially adduced. In ver. 10 the minor proposition of ver. 9 is proved.
The words in both verses are perfectly clear. In the mode of reason-

ing, however, many commentators have, with a greater or less dis-

play of merriment, found here again a thoroughly coarse specimen
of the rabbinical manner of interpretation and reasoning, while

others again (as Olshauseu, Bleek) have sought to vindicate this

reasoning by viewing it merely as an "
argumentatio ad honiinem

directed against the Jewish estimation of mere bodily descent"

(which might properly be called deductio ad absurdum), and thus

to defend it against the charge of unsuitableness. Even Olshausen

thinks- that this argument is
" not to be understood literally, and

that the author means to indicate this by w? t-rrof dnelv ;
but how

then is it to be understood ? -The argument would indeed be rab-

binical, if the author had inferred from Levi's being still in the loins

of Abraham, that Levi participated in Abraham's giving tithes con-

sidered as an individual act of Abraham. For example, it would be

stange and absurd were I to reason thus :

" The Margrave George
of Brandenburg with great courage protected the Reformation in

Baireuth
;

but Frederic William. IV. was then in the loins of

George, therefore Frederic William IV. with great courage pro-

tected the Reformation in Baireuth." Our author, on the contrary,

infers from the fact that Levi was then in the loins of Abraham

(i. e., let it be observed, that neither Levi, nor Isaac, nor Jacob were

at that time begotten for so soon as Isaac was begotten Levi was

no longer in Abraham's loins) only this, that the legal relation in

which Abraham placed himself to Melchisedec held good also with

reference to Levi. That he does not mean an absolute participation

by Levi in the paying of tithes, but only such participation in a

certain sense, not a participation in the act as such, but only in the

results and legal consequences of it, seems to me to be indicated by
the clause o>f tfrrof ei-elv which is added to dsdeKa-u-ai. He there-

fore takes care not to say of Levi dsKdrqv SduKtv, and purposely
makes use of the passive daJe/caTomw. In this vie\v the argument is

fully justified. If, for example, I obtain the freedom, of the city of

Hamburgh, and have already a son arrived at majority, my invest-

ment with this right will not affect the position of this son
;
on the

other hand, those of my children who are still minors, and those

whom I may afterwards beget, participate in this right of citizenship

which I have acquired. Or, if the Knight of Kronenburgh has

placed himself in subjection to the Duke of Nassau as vassal, his

already grown up and independent son does not participate in this

act, but his children who are begotten after this act of subjection

must acknowledge the sovereignty of the Duke of Nassau. So

also here. If, at the period referred to in Gen. xiv., Isaac hud been
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an independent man, he would have had a right to say to his father :

You may, if it pleases you, subject yourself to this Melchiscdec
;

that does not affect me
;
I am free. Isaac, however, was not he-

gotten until after Abraham had entered into this relation of sub-

jection. With perfect justice, therefore, is the inference drawn

from the dependent character of the descendants to their participa-

tion in the act of subjection. Of course, however, it is not an out-

ward political relation of subjection that is here meant (for such

could only be spoken of, if the posterity of Abraham had continued

all along to be subjects of the Amoritic kings of Salem), but an

ideal subordination of the theocratical race to the priestly form of

Melchisedec.

In vers. 11-19 we have the second train of thought in this sec-

tion. In vers. 1-10 the priesthood of Melchisedec was compared
with the Levitical, and the inferiority of the latter demonstrated.

In vers. 11-19 the author demonstrates, as a further inference from

this, the imperfection and JnooMpfafoMM not of the Levitical priesOiood

alone, but also of the Mosaical law.

Here again, the ideas of the writer move in the form of sorites.

Ver. 11 involves the new thesis : in the Levitical priesthood there

was no TEteiuaig. This, however, is not laid down formally as a

thesis, but the transition is made in the following manner. In vers.

1-10 had been already shewn the inferiority of the Levitical priest-

hood. In ver. 11 the author now says : How too could this be other-

wise ? If a Teteiuoig had been given by the Levitical priesthood,

then in general there had been no necessity for that promise of

another priest, a priest after the order of Melchisedec. He thus

shapes the new thesis into the form of an m-fjurru-ni. And as in

vers. 1-10 he drew inferences from the import of the prophecy Ps.

ex., so here, he draws an inference from the fact of its fxhteiice.

He then in ver. 12 adduces a collateral argument, or rather lie again

disposes of an objection (just as above at ver. 5). He has conceded

in parenthesis, ver. 11, that the Levitical priesthood forms the inner

basis of the Mosaical law
;
from this the inference might have been

drawn : by so much the more must the Levitical priesthood be per-
fect

;
for the law is perfect. This objection the author in ver. 12

removes by the explanatory remark that vice versa, from the imper-
fection of the priesthood follows that also of the law. In this, how-

ever, there is implicitly contained a sec<.>n</ /Ar.v'.y ver. 12.

Tins second thesis : the Mosaical law has no perfection, is proved
in vers. 13-19. (For the first thesis there lay already an argument
in ver. 11).

* Strange to say, many commentators have found a difficulty in this, that Jesus as

the descendant of David and Abraham must al.so have stood below Melchisedec. Did

Jesus then proceed from the loins of a human father ?
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A
;
Yer. 13. The Messiah is High Priest, and yet not of the tribe

of Levi (consequently the Messianic idea as such involves

a going beyond the law).
Proof : a-

3
Ver. 14. The historical fact : Jesus was of the tribe

of Judah.

9 b
} Vers. 15-17. The christological necessity.

Major, Ver. 15 : the Messiah was to be a priest after

the order of Melchisedec.

Minor, Ver. 17 : Melchisedec is a priest forever.

Conclusion, Ver. 16 : the Messiah must not be born

according to the law of the flesh.

B, Vers. 18, 19. From the fact that the law could be abrogated
it follows that it was imperfect.

Ver. 11. El with the Imp. expresses the abstract possibility of

a case already known as not actual.
" If perfection were." As

the logical intermediate member between vers. 10 and 11, the idea

supplies itself :

" It follows that the Levitical priesthood was also

imperfect. And how naturally ! For if," etc. 'lepvovvrj, also in

ver. 12, denotes originally the priestly condition, the priestly office,

the priestly dignity, while lepareia denotes originally the service to

be performed by the priests. But in this chapter (comp. vers. 5

and 12) both words are used promiscuously to denote the priestly
condition as a whole person, office, and service taken together.
The expression reXeiuatg f]v did is purposely of a quite general char-

acter
;

it denotes not the perfected atonement nor the perfected

sanctification, but, quite generally, the completion of the saving
acts and saving ways of God, i. e.

}
of the theocracy.

The parenthesis 6 Aao^ yap, etc., serves to explain how some

might be led to see in the Levitical priesthood the completion of

the theocracy. Upon the basis of this priesthood the people re-

ceived their law. 'Err' avri^ is the reading in the A.B.C.D.E. Cyr.

and the cursive manuscripts ;
in like manner, Grotius, Lachmann,

Bleek
;

KTT' avry is less authorized, and yields the trifling sense that

the people received their law with the priesthood, i. e., either con-

temporaneously with it (Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Beza, etc.), or

over and above the priesthood (Gerhard, Bengel, Limborch, etc.

Wolf, Storr, and others, interpret the m " on condition of the ex-

istence of a priesthood," which is equally unsuitable, grammatically
and in point of fact). If we adopt the reading err' avrr\q, then em

is c. gen., and used in the same way as at ix. 17
;
1 Cor. ix. 10,

"
upon it,"

"
upon its basis." The Levitical priesthood, although,

considered externally and in respect of time, it was first instituted

in the law and through the law, yet formed, internally, the basis

and presupposed condition in the giving of the law, uayybr the

giving of the law. In the giving of the law
;

for the entire plan
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and arrangement of it rests on the law of worship, on the repre-

sentation of the people before God by the priests, and likewise all

its other ordinances are most closely connected with the institution

of the Levitieul priesthood. For the giving of the law
;
inasmuch

as this law was necessary only to awaken within the Israelites a

sense of their need of a priestly representation before God
;

in ^self
the Mosaical law was not necessary, but only a pedagogical prepar-

atory step correlative with the period of the Levitical priesthood.

Some, therefore, might be led to infer, from the important part

which the Levitical priesthood plays in the law that the Lev-

itical priesthood was certainly complete in itself, in like manner

as the law was considered as perfect by the Jews. On this latter

supposition, and the inquiry whether a reAe/watf was given by the

law, the author does not yet enter here, but, in the lirst place,

proves \n&first thesis that no perfection was given by the Levitical

priestftood altogether independently of the other supposition ;
and

he proves this simply by shewing, that otherwise there would as-

suredly have been no promise of another priest, who should be a

priest not after the order of Aaron, but of J/r/c/met/ec. The construc-

tion of the passage is as follows : 'lYf tn^pem ":>/><! /V,r</ nur,, r,,r rd&v

JAeA-XioedeK dvioraodcu, KOI (avrbv) ov Kara r/yr rtiztv 'Aaptjv AKyeadai ;

What necessity would there in that case have been, that another

priest should arise after the order of Melehisedec,
" and that he,"

(= "this one,") should not be called after the order of Aaron ?

(Schleusner and others take keyevdat unnaturally in the sense of
"
to be chosen." Luther, Baumgarten, etc., construe : rtf <m

keyeadar crepov hpta avlaraaOai Kara r/yc r/i^n 1

Me/tyuftfdsc nai ov

r. T. 'Aapojv, a construction which necessarily presupposes a very
unnatural arrangement of the words). That /.'// /.iyeoOai stands for

5f At'yertu will explain why the author having u$ Atytrai in his

mind has put ov for ,//.

In ver. 12 the author now proceeds to obviate the objection con-

tained in the parenthesis of ver. 11. Will some inter from the per-

fection of the law that the Levitical priesthood, which stood so

closely connected with the law, was also perfect ? lie infers, vice

versa, from the imperfection of the priesthood, that the law also

was imperfect. As a proof of the imperfection of the former, he

has just adduced in ver. 11 the fact, that the Levitical priesthood
was to be superseded by one after the order of Melchisedec, and now

he proceeds to say :

" But where the priesthood changes, there of

necessity also the law changes." This, however, involves the asser-

tion that ///'' f'.iw also wns
//////'-/;/</, as a wr-///or auxiliary thesis

;

and this is now in vers. 13-19 circumstantially proved.

Ver. 13-17 forms, as has just been said, tine first principal part

of the proof. In ver. 13 we have the argument, that he of whom
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this was said (namely the promise mentioned in ver. 11 of a priest
after the order of Melchisedec), was member of another tribe (than
the tribe of Levi), a tribe none of the members of which had ever

anything to do with the altar. The words are clear. The author

does not say : It is prophesied in the Old Testament of the Messiah,
that he should be of another tribe, but he simply lays down in ver.

13 tliefact, that he to whom that prediction applied therefore the

Messiah was of another tribe. Not till ver. 14 and ver. 15-17,
does he separate the fact of the fulfilment from the prophetical

christological necessity. In ver. 13 'he still mentions merely the

fact of the case viewed as a whole. The Messiah, the Son of David

(consequently, one who was not a Levite), was to be priest. Thus
a priesthood out of the tribe of Levi was ordained. A passing

beyond the law, a /.terddeaig v6{j.ov}
was therefore predicted.

That Jesus is he of ivhom tliese things are spoken, the author does

not prove, and needs not to prove. His readers did not doubt that

Jesus was the Messiah
;
the question only was, whether by this

Messiah the Old Testament cultus was abolished, or whether it still

continues.*

In ver. 14 the author, by way of confirming what is said in ver.

13, appeals to the manifest historical fact that " our Lord" (so he

evidently designates Jesus as the historical person) "sprang from the

tribe of Judah." Those therefore are altogether wrong, who find in

our passage a proof that the Christians had first inferred from the

prophecy of the Messiah's descent from David, that Jesus must cer-

tainly have sprung from the tribe of Judah. No ! the author intro-

duces this inference first in ver. 15-17, after having previously in

ver. 14 laid it down as a manifest fact not of the Xpiar6g}
of the

Messiah, but (as Bleek also rightly perceives) of
" Our Lord," of

the person of the Lord and Master historically known to the Chris-

tians, that he " has sprung" from Judah (dvarera^icev perfect). We
have here therefore rather a most significant proof, that the descent

of Jesus from the tribe of Judah was a well and universally known
fact before the destruction of Jerusalem. In the same years in

which the Gospels of Mark and Luke were written, the descent of

Jesus from David was already universally known.

npod'fjkov is stronger than cJ/]/lov. Ar/Aov is what lies open and

manifest, -npod^ov is what lies conspicuously manifest among other

manifest things. 'AvarekXeiv is a term, techn. for the rising of the

sun ;
also in Luke i. 78, the expression dvaro^rj is used of the birth

of Jesus. In the words elg rp> QvXrjv, etc., it is again emphatically

repeated that, according to the law, the tribe of Judah had no right

to the office of the priesthood. The author here delicately expresses

* I cannot understand how even Bleek
(ii. 351) should still deny this grand practical

aim of the whole Epistle to the Hebrews.
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in the form of a litotes, the strict prohibition laid on all who were not

Levites from serving as priests : "In reference to which tribe Moses

has said nothing of a priesthood."
In ver. 15-17 the author shews that the Messiah, as he was in

fact not a Levite, so in accordance with the prediction could not be

a Levite. He adds the christological necessity to the historical

reality. In proof of the former, he might simply have appealed to

the predictions of the Messiah's descent from David already men-
tioned in the preceding chapters ;

but his manner is not to grasp at

what lies nearest and what every reader must himself have been

able to say. He goes deeper. He proves in ver. 15-17, not merely
that the Messiah must in respect of his humanity spring from David

(this was already implied in ver. 13), but that it follows from the

nature of the priesthood of Melchisedec, that the Messiah must be

born, in general, not according to Vie law of a carnal commandment^
but according to (he power of an indestructible life.

The sentence beginning with el cannot, of course, form the sub-

ject to Karddrj^ov iari, as d cannot stand for o-r, equally unneces-

sary and unjustifiable is it arbitrarily to invent a subject to KarddnXov

(as is done for example by (Ecumenius, Limborch, Tholuck, Bleek,
etc. :

"
that, with the priesthood, the law also is abrogated, is so

much the more manifest," etc.) ;
all that we have to do is simply

to bring down from ver. 14 the clause o-t 6% 'lovda dvaTKrakKev,
etc. That Jesus sprang from Judah is already in itself an ac-

knowledged fact (ver. 14) ;
but this is all the more manifest, as

(ver. 15) it follows from Christ's priesthood being after the order of

Melchisedec, that he could not be born Kara vofiov. This reference

is drawn syllogistically. From the major proposition ver. 15 the con-

clusion is directly drawn in ver. 16, and then, in ver. 16, the minor

which connects the two is added in the form of an explanation.
The major proposition ver. 15 is clear; it is a mere repetition of

the prediction already adduced in ver. 11. In the idea which

logically forms the minor premiss ver. 17, the emphasis lies on d$
rov aitiva. Therefore the inference follows from the nature of the

Messianic priesthood (its being after the order of Melchisedec), that

the Messiah must be born according to the power of an i,,ff>.^/->" 'til>le

life,
because the eig rov aitiva belongs to the characteristics of that

priesthood of Melchisedec. Is now the conclusion thus made good?
Does the word eVisV, Ps. ex., form really the tertium comparationis
in which the future heir of David is to agree with Melchisedec?

No; the tert. cornp. lies rather in the union of the priestly with the

kingly power. But neither (as Bleek thinks, ii. p. 62) has our

author by any means adduced the d$ rbv altiva as a tert. coin p., but

only as an inference which appeared to the Psalmist to follow, and

(as is proved in vers. 1-3) must follow, from the general idea of a

priest like to Melchisedec. The promised posterity which was
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described to David, and was conceived of by him as a priest-king,
and therefore as a Melchisedec-like figure, could not for this very
reason be, like a Levitical high priest, a single member of a genea-
logically connected series of priests, but, as the only one of his kind

excluding every possibility of succession, must consequently appear
as holding his office for ever.

Ver. 16 contains the conclusion which follows from the everlast-

ing duration of the Messianic priesthood. He who, differently from
the Levitical priests, is to remain a priest for ever, must have been

made a priest differently from the Levitical priests. The latter

were made priests according to the law of a fleshly commandment.

ZapKiKos (good ancient manuscripts here, and in other passages, have

the form oapittvoc, which, however, in like manner as the reading in

the received version, forms the antithesis to nvEv^arLn6(;)
so that no

difference is thus made out in the sense) is not to be understood as

designating the commandment in so far as, in respect of its import
it refers to bodily descent (Theodoret, Grotius, Limborch, Tholuck,

Bleek) : for then those Messianic prophecies which say that the

Messiah was to descend from David had also been fleshly ! The
term is rather to be explained (as already Carpzpv and Kuinoel

rightly perceived) from the antithetical word diiard^vrog. The pas-

sage contains a threefold antithesis
; dvva;ug is antithetical to v6po<;}

$w\ to t-vroA^, and anarakvroq to oapKutog. The meaning of these

antitheses we shall best be able to explain by the following question :

a, How did the Levitical priest originate ? First, and in general,

according to a law which ordained that the posterity of Aaron should

be priests, whatever might be their inward character and qualifica-

tions. How was the Messiah made priest ? Independently of the

law, nay contrary to the law (vers. 13, 14), purely in virtue of the

power which dwelt within him personally, which entitled and quali-

fied him to represent men before God. I, What was the nature of

that law ? It appeared as a single external statute, an cvrohrj.

How did that dvvapu; show itself? As a &% as direct power and

actuality of life. c. What was the character of that tvroA//? It

belonged to that pedagogical preparatory stage which had as yet

nothing to do with the implanting of spiritual life in man who was

dead through sin, but only with the setting up of outward barriers

against sin, and with types of salvation for the natural, carnal man.

(This is the meaning of oapitiKot; comp. Gal. iii. 3.) What on the

other hand, is the character of that^ ? Indissoluble, i. e.
} posses-

sing in itself the power of perpetuity. In the one case, therefore,

that separation of men from their Maker, in which the divine being

appears to man only outwardly in the form of fixed commandment

without entering into inward fellowship with him (comp. chap. iv. 2)

still continues
;
in the other case, on the contrary, God has united

himself with man, implanted himself within man as the beginning
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and beginner of a new life, inasmuch as he has assumed the nature

of men, and shewn himself to be the true and perfect high priest,

inasmuch as he proved his divine power in his vicarious sufferings,
and in the victory of the resurrection.

In vers. 18, 19 the author now draws from the proposition laid

down in ver. 12 and proved in ver. 13-17, viz., that the .Mosaic law

was destined to be annulled by the Messiah this last inference :

that this law was a mere pedagogical preparatory stage, and there-

fore not the final perfect consummation of the divino revelations.

The nit'de of argumentation is retrogressive. That annulling

(nOr-TTjois), the actual fact of which was already shewn in ver. 13-17,
is explained only on the presupposition of the daOeve$ KOI avw0*/-V.

The author might have logically connected in the scholastic form

the separate ideas of vers. 18, 19 in the following way:
" But (atque

ovv) now the annulling of a commandment only then takes place
when the commandment in question has shewn itself to be weak and

unpro/Uabb. Consequently (ergo, dpa) that law must have be -n

weak and unprofitable, must have left its task unfinished, and must

only have been an introduction to a better hope." But, as always in

such cases of reasoning in this inverted order, he despises this

scholastico-pedantic form, and chooses the easier form of the

explicative yap.

The principal sentence and the last inference lies in the words

ovtiev yap ereteiuMjev ft vo/ioc,, KTretoaywyjj de KpeiTTOVoc.
'

i h-rtidoc.. At

tTraaaywy?/ we have not to supply yive-ai from ver. 18 (as is done by

Theodoret, Luther, Gerhard, Bengel, Tholuck, Bleek, Olshanson,
and others): for the words in respect of their import, form no anti-

thesis to dderniic, per yap yiverai (what sort of antithesis would this

be: "An annulling of a law is wont to take place only on account of

the weakness and unprofitableness of that law; but an introduction

of a better hope takes place." Nothing is said as to how or why
this introduction takes place !) Nor are we to supply rreAetWev

(with Bchlichting, Michaelis, Semler, Eraesti, and others), for then,
first of all, the article must have stood before tTre^aywy?/. and further,

it is not possible that a reteiumc, can have been effected by the intro-

duction to a hope. The right construction is that which supplies at

either i/v (Erasmus, Vatable, Calvin, etc.), so that

?/
becomes predicate to ro/ioc, or eyevero 6C av-ov (vo/tov),

"the law has made nothing prefect, but an introduction was given

through it to a better hope." That the omission of such a verb is

not elegant Greek is of small moment
;
the supposition that our

author, who usually writes correctly, has here again written with

somewhat less care, must always be more tolerable than a construc-

tion which yields a senseless idea.*

* Ebrard's construction overlooks the force of fxi in t-etaa-)-., the mtur.il

of fiei> and 6c, etc., and changes a very simple and elegant sentence into a clumsy and
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Something negative and something positive, therefore, is affirmed

of the law. The negative is : ovdsv t-reAei'werev. Ovdtv is not here in

the sense of ovdeva, as Theophylact and others have supposed.
What is here ?aid is, not that the particular individual could not be
led to perfection by the law, but that the law in every respect opened

up and imposed a number of problems without solving any one of

them. It set up in the decalogue the ideal of a holy life, and yet

gave no power to realise this ideal
; it awakened, by means of its

law of sacrifice, the consciousness of the necessity of an atonement,
and yet could provide no true valid offering for sin

;
it held forth in

the institutions of the priesthood the necessity of a representation
of the sinner before G-od, and yet it gave no priest who was able to

save men el$ TO navreXeg (as it is said ver. 25). In short,
"

it left

everything unfinished." But one thing the law did accomplish ;

those who submitted to its rebuke, and did not allow themselves to

be seduced into the base and delusive hope of a pharisaical self-

righteousness, were led on by it to the better hope through which

we (Christians) come nigh to God (in truth). This is the positive

thing which is affirmed of the law in the words t-Tmaaywy?/, etc.

Ver. 20-28. In these verses we have the third part of this sec-

tion. It was shewn in ver. 1-10 that the priesthood of Melchisedec,
which was represented in Ps. ex. as the type of the Messianic priest-

hood, is more exalted than the Levitical. In ver. 11-19 it was

proved that this Levitical priesthood, together with the Mosaic law

so closely connected with it, was destined to find its end and its

abolition as an imperfect preparatory stage in the Messiah. In ver.

20-28 it is now shewn that Jesus the Messiah, in opposition to the

imperfect Levitical priesthood and Mosaic law, is the perfect priest

of a new and perfect covenant. The mention of the imperfection of the

Mosaic law, ver. 19, leads by an easy transition, to this new thought.
In vers. 20 and 22, we "have the principal sentence :

" Inasmuch

as Jesus (was made a surety) by an oath, insomuch was he made a

surety of a better covenant (or, insomuch is the covenant, whose

surety he was made, a better covenant). There are here (just

as at chap. ii. ver. 18, also ver. IT, chap. iii. 3) three members of

a syllogism brought together in one sentence. The idea expressed

in a strictly logical form would run thus : A covenant whose surety

has been made a surety by an oath, is better than a covenant

in which this is not the case. Now Jesus was made such by an

oath, but not so the Levitical priest. Therefore, etc. The minor

proposition implicitly contained in vers. 20 and 22, is now further

explained and confirmed by the parenthesis in ver. 21. Let us first

look at vers. 20 and 22.

obscure one. Construct with nearly all recent interpreters : for there takes place an

annulling of the former commandment on account of its weakness and unprofitableness

(for the law made nothing perfect), and an introduction in its place (ETTI) of a better

hope. K.
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Only the terms SiaOj'jKri and eyyvo? need here any explanation.

Aioft^n^ from 6iarideaOai
t
has in classic Greek the signification testa-

ment, last will ; then also the further signification contract ; hence

also covenant, also foundation, institution. If now we consider that

the LXX. always renders by 6iaBi}Kt] the fully developed Old Testa-

ment religious idea n-na, it will he evident that the Greek 6ia6r'jKr)

must also have developed itself into a / iatical idea, and that,

consequently, whenever the word occurs in a religious connexion in

the writing of Jews and Christians, we must, as a matter of course,
take it in this sense as = rr'a, covenant. It may appear as if the

context imperiously forbids this interpretation in the pa.-s;ige before

us. This, however, is by no means the case
;
on the contrary, the

mention of a surety is strongly in favour of the rendering by
" cove-

nant," and against that by
" testament." For, it is nowhere the

custom for a testator to appoint a surety for the actual fulfilment

of his last will
;
he himself is the surety for this, if, of course1

,
he

does not retract his will before his death, and he gives no security
that he will not do this. On the other hand, when two parties

enter into a covenant-agreement, in which the one party binds him-
self to an act which is not to be performed till some future time,
there is then some reason in his appointing a surety who may give

security in his person that the thing promised shall be truly and

rightly performed. Luther, Bohme, Bleek, etc., would hardly have

allowed themselves to be misled into the rendering
"
testament,"

had they not believed that the signification
" covenant" would not.

correspond with a subsequent passage of this epistle (ix. 16), as, in-

deed, Bleek ii. p. 390, has quite frankly confessed. We must, how-

ever, interpret our passage in the sense in wrhich alone every reader

could understand it, who reads the epistle onwards from the begin-

ning, and not in the reverse way. We shall then have to deal with

the subsequent passage in its proper place.

"Eyyvof, denom. from t-yyu// sponsio, signifies sponsor, fidejussor.

Christ is called a surety here, not because he has stood lefore God as

surety (that is, as the vicarious fulfiller of that which men ought
to have performed), so Calov, Gerhard, Cramer, etc., but (so Schlich-

ting, Grotius, Olshausen, etc.), because God on his part gave him
to the human race as a surety for the actual fulfilment of his cove-

nant promise. For this, and this alone, is what is spoken of in the

context. Because God has made him a surety by an oat:i, he is

therefore the surety of a better covenant. (Comp. the similar

idea in chap. vi. 17, 18, where if. is said that God liiin^tf interposed

as fidejussor between himself and men). The author here with good
reason calls Jesus not juetrt-^, but tyyvof. From the fact, that God
confirmed with an oath the promise that he would send a mediator

orfounder of a covenant, it follows only that such a media. or would
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come, and that such a covenant would, in general, take place, but
not that this covenant has already taken place, and will continue
forever. Has God sworn, on the other hand, that he will appoint a

surety? i. e. }
a guarantee for the maintenance of the covenant the

permanent validity of the covenant itself has been thereby guaran-
teed. In how far God has promised to appoint a suretyfor the ever-

lasting maintenance of the covenant to be established, is now shewn
in the parenthesis, ver. 21. The subject is ol /J.EV, 6

de, the Levitical

priest and Jesus. The Messiah, Jesus, has been made priest (comp.
vi. 16, seq.) by an oath of God i. e., God promised and swore that

the Messiah should be a priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

The descendants of Aaron were constituted priests in quite a dif-

ferent way, namely, in consequence, and by means of the carrying
out of a simple, ordinary, legal command. If, then, God has, by
that promise on oath, sworn that a priest-king after the order of

Melchisedec (consequently eternal, comp. vers. 1-3, and ver. 17),
should stand as representative between him and the people, he has

thereby clearly promised, not merely one who shall set up a cove-

nant, but one who shall set up and everlastingly maintain the cove-

nant a surety.

Vers. 23-25. As the superiority of the new covenant is mani-

fest in the appointment of a surety by an oath, so also does it fur-

ther appear in what is closely connected with this the unchange-
ableness of the New Testament priest as compared with the change
of the Levitical priests. Vers. 23-25 is, in its position as well as

in its form (ol JJ.KV 6 Se
), parallel with ver. 21

;
ver. 21 contains a

first, vers. 23-25 a second illustration of what is said in ver. 22 :

that Jesus is the surety of a better covenant. Ol fiev 6 6e is again
the subject. Elol yeyovorsg is the copula of ol

/zev, while lepelg is

predicate, and nXeioveg a more special determination of the subject.

(Not : they were made several priests, but : they, as being more

than one, were made priests, i. e., they were made priests in their

plurality). The author does not, however, allude here to the cir-

cumstance, that contemporaneously with the high priest there were

also a number of subordinate priests ;
he has, up to this point, taken

no 'notice of this difference between the ordinary priests and the

high priests, but rather views the entire Levitical priesthood (the

lepuovvr/, ver. 11), as a whole, in comparison with the priesthood of

Melchisedec, although, of course, all that is said of the Levitical

priesthood applies also and pre-eminently to the Levitical high priest.

For this very reason, however, the irheioveg here refers not to those

several priests who existed simultaneously with the high priest, but

(as appears from the words did TO ituXveoOai, etc.) to the successive

plurality of priests who followed one another (and chiefly high

priests).
The priesthood of Christ on the contrary, is, according to

VOL. VI 30.
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vers. 1-3 and ver. 17, d-rrapaftarog, such as cannot pass to a successor,

because be ever lives,. On tbe one side we see tbe weakness of mor-

tality, on the other, tbe power of an endless life ; coinp. what is said

in ver. 16.

From this now proceeds the inference ver. 25, that Christ, be-

cause he ever lives, is able to save to the uttermost all who will come to

the Father through him. EJf TO TravreAtV does not signify
" ever-

more," but "
completeness," i. e., perfectly ;

it forms, both in its

etymology and its place in the context, the precise antithesis to

the words ver. 19, ike law made nothing perfect. There is still

another inference drawn from the ever liveth ; Christ is therefore

able to make intercession for them. (El$ c. inf. need not be under-

stood in a final sense, comp. 2 Cor. viii. 6
;
Horn. vi. 12

;
Winer's

Gr., 45, 6).'' 'Evrvy^arav is a genuine Pauline term, comp. Rom.
viii. 34

;
to appear in the stead of another, in order to represent his

interests, at the same time taking upon one's self his guilt.

In ver. 26-27 the author proceeds, now in conclusion, to state

what was properly the material difference between Christ and the

Levitical priesthood, inasmuch as he shews, wherein lay the oi;fc-v

IreXduatv of the one, and the d$ TO TravreAef of the other. He states

in a concise and condensed form the principal points of difference

between the person and the office of both high priests, and thus the

difference between the two covenants.

Koi KTrpeTrev, he says, and thus vers. 26, 27 connects itself with

vers. 24, 25, in the same way as vers. 15-17 with ver. 14. As, in

ver. 14, the fact of the non-Levitical descent of Jesus was laid

down, and in vers. 15-17 the christological necessity for this, so in

vers. 24, 25, the fact of the singularity and perfection of the New
Testament high priest is stated, while in vers. 26, 27 the soteriologi-

cal necessity for such a high priest is declared.

It had been shewn in chap. v. 1-10 that Christ, by taking part
in human infirmity, was an high priest that he had this >/'/// //WzTy

to the Levitical high priest. Here, it is shewn, that, for the same

end, the representation of men before God, he must also at the

same time be different from the Levitical high priests, namely sin

This sinlessness is expressed, however, by a series of attributes' all

of which are to be explained from the antithesis with the Levitical

high-priesthood. The Levitical high priest was also all that is here

predicated of Christ
;
he was, however, not perfectly, not truly so,

but only in a symbolical way, and therefore imperfectly. The high

priest bore upon the plate on his forehead the inscription J/

ness to t?teLord(Ex. xxxix. 30), he was, however, not truly holy, but

had holiness in himself only in that symbol. Christ on the other

hand, was truly and inwardly holy ;
this is expressed by 0010$ ;

for

forms the antithesis to
"
sinful" (while aytof, as we saw before,
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is opposed to "
profane"). The Levitical high priest, farther, was,

only as a sinless person, qualified for bringing the blood of the sacri-

fice of atonement into the holiest of all for the people ;
he was,

however, not sinless, but required first to atone for his own sins by a

sacrifice (Lev. xvi. 2-14), and this atonement too was no real one,
but only symbolical, typical. Christ, on the contrary, was truly

a/ca/cof, therefore (comp. ver. 27) he needed not first to offer for him-

self. The Levitical high priest must, thirdly, be undefiled and pure
in order to be able to represent the people before God

;
he was,

however, not inwardly immaculate and pure, but had only the out-

ward symbolical representation of purity, the Levitical purity.

Christ, on the contrary, was inwardly and truly undefiled. The
Levitical high priest required, finally, to be ever on his guard, lest

by contact with one who was Levitically unclean he should himself

become unclean, and therefore had always to keep at a distance

from such, Lev. xxi. 22, especially xxi. 12. Nay, the Talmud or-

dains (tract. Jomah i. 1), that, for seven days before the sacrifice of

atonement, he must refrain from all intercourse with his family.

This separation was, however, again only outward. Christ, on the

contrary, in his intercourse with sinners remained inwardlyfreefrom
all participation in their sinfulness, inwardly untouched by its con-

tagion ; notwithstanding that he mingled with men in all their

varieties of character and situation, he yet never let drop, for a mo-

ment that inner veil of chaste holiness which separated him from

sinners. This is what is meant by the expression separatefrom sin-

ners. (Theophylact, Calvin, Gerhard, Michaelis, Storr, Bohme,

Kuinoel, Olshausen, etc.), which need not therefore (with Grotius,

Bengel, Tholuck, Bleek, etc.) be made to refer to Christ's departure

from the world, i.
e.,

to his ascension, which comes first to be spoken

of in a subsequent place. (Besides, his being separate from men

after the ascension, would form no parallel with the separation

of the Levitical high priest before the day of the sacrifice of atone-

ment). Not till the very last, is his exaltation above all heavens

adduced as a sealing proof that he was holy, sinless, undefiled,

and uncontaminated by the sin of the race, that exaltation in

which, as is then shewn in chap, viii., his high-priestly -work com-

pleted itself.

Ver. 27. The inner difference of his person shewed itself also in

the form and manner of his functions. The principal idea of ver. 27

lies in the words :

" who needeth not daily as those high priests to

offer up sacrifice. For this he did once." It is clear that the this

here refers to the principal idea, the offering up sacrifice, and cannot

refer, at the same time, to the words firstfor his own sins.
^

There is,

however, a subordinate idea inserted into that principal idea,

namely, that Christ did not need to offer first for his own sins, ere
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he offered for those of the people. A twofold difference, then, is

found to exist between his priestly service and that of the Levitical

high priest. First, and chiefly in this, that Christ offered only once,

whereby he has, once for all, ver. 2o, e/c TO -navre^ saved all who
come to God by hitn, while the Levitical high priests always atoned

only for one generation, and this always but for a year, and this

only typically. Secondly in this, that he needed not first to offer

for his own sins.

A difficulty lies in the statement, that the high priests offered

daily. For, the comparison with the atoning sacrifice of Christ

offered once seems to require that, here also, in reference to the Li-h

priests, we should understand the yearly not daily great sac/

of atonement as meant, and so it would be really doubly unsuitable

to take oi dp^cpeZ? here in the weakened sense = ol ieptf$ ; doubly

unsuitable, as precisely here, for the first time, the author uses this

expression. Two solutions of this difficulty have been attempted.
Some have understood either, the daily incense offering (Ex. xxx. 6,

eeq.) which the high priest had to present but with this the ex-

pression Ovaia will not at all correspond ;
or (as Gerhard, Calov,

Michaelis, Bleek, Tholuck, etc.) the daily burnt offering (Ex. xxix.

38-42
;
Num. xxviii. 3) this, however, was not brought by the high

priest, although (according to Jos. bell. Jud. v. 5, 7) he might some-

times voluntarily take part in this offering, namely, on the new

moons and Sabbaths
;
the expression a0' i]pfpav, however, would

still be unsuitable. (One might rather suppose that the author in-

tends to oppose to the one offering of Christ, not merely the oft-

repeated offerings of the sacrifice of atonement, but also the various

kinds of offerings if only ol apxiepelc. did not stand here). Others

(as SchNchting, Piscator, Olshausen) are for taking a0' jjnepav in

the signification die statute (= once every year), or else in a weak-

ened signification (= frequently). The former will certainly not d<>
;

had the author intended to express the definite idea that the high

priest brought the oflering yarly on a certain day, he would have

said (as at chap. ix. 25, x. 1-3) *ar' eviavrov. On the other hand, I

do not see what well-grounded objection can be brought against

Bengel's vi^ew that our author here where nothing depended on

the bringing into view the length of time that intervened between each

day of atonement, but where all the emphasis lies merely on the

repetition of that sacrifice should have used the somewhat hyperbol-

ical expression naQ' r^epav
" one day after the other." Looking back

on a series of centuries, he fixes his eye merely on a successive series

of days, upon which the high priests again and again brought the

appointed sacrifice. He takes no notice of the intervening days.

Enough, that "
day after day" such sacrifices were offered. In one

word, the author intends here not to measure, but to count. He does
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not lay before him the calendar of the days in the year, and inquire

upon what days an atonement festival fell, and how many days in-

tervened between each, bat he sets before him the immense number
of days on which these fasts were observed, and lays stress upon
this, that on one such day after the other the high priest must offer

the sacrifice. (In like manner Olshausen). He treats these days,
in other words, as a discrete, not as a concrete quantity. So might
a teacher say to an unruly pupil : "day after day" or "day by day
I must punish you," without meaning by this, that he is wont,

regularly every day at a certain hour, to punish him, but only, that,

again and again, punishments are necessary, although not merely
the Sundays, but, now and then whole weeks should intervene be-

tween them. So much, at any rate, is beyond all doubt, that our

author did not say naQ' rfaepav from any ignorance of the law
; for,

in chap. ix. 7 (where he expressly distinguishes the yearly service in

the holiest of all from the daily service in the sanctuary), he himself

mentions, that the sacrifice of atonement was brought once in the year.
How far the once offered sacrifice of Christ was to consist in this

that he offered himself kavrbv rrpoaeveyKag is explained in the

following principal part of our epistle, so that we do not need here

to anticipate what is there said on this question by any subjective

reasonings of our own.

Ver. 28 is a concluding explanation, but, at the same time also,

a recapitulation of the whole of our third principal part.

As an explanation and further development of what goes before,

this verse connects itself (by means of an explicative yap) with vers.

26, 27, the connecting link being the idea, that through the oath

of promise the Son of God was made an high priest for ever.

It is, however, a recapitulation of the whole part, in virtue of the

antithesis implicitly contained in it between 6 v6fj,o$ and 6 koyog rrjq

Meanwhile it may be asked, whether ver. 28 is really a recapitu-

lation of chaps, v.-vii., or merely of chap. vii. This verse is gene-

rally so understood as that the words 6 v6\ioq yap..... doOKveiav

refer to the Levitical priests, and accordingly that something is here

declared of the law as no longer valid, as abrogated by and for Christ,

consequently, that we have only a repetition of what is said chap.

vii. 11-19. The idea would be as follows : The (no longer, valid)

Mosaical law could make no better high priests than men encompassed

with infirmity; on the contrary, by the promise, Ps. ex., a better

hio-h priest has been appointed, namely, the for ever perfected Son

(scil.
of God as at chap. i. 1 seq.). But there are serious objections

against this interpretation. If this were the author's idea he would

then, in the first place, deny here what he himself had formerly main-

tained and taught chap. iv. 15, vii. 5-10, namely, that Jesus also
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was encompassed with infirmity. And, in addition to this, we are

by no means warranted in understanding by dodeveta here the imper-
fection of the Levitical priesthood, thus giving it a different signifi-

cation from what it has in chap. iv. The solution given by Block

is preferable to this, that in this passage Christ is regarded only in

his state of ex<-iltalion in which he had laid aside the daOKveia
; as

the one who had ascended into heaven, as the perfected one, there is no

necessity for him to repeat his sacrifice. Meanwhile, not to mention

that the author, had he meant to say this, must of necessity have

said it more plainly, it would, even then, not be in accordance with

his teaching elsewhere
; since, according to chap. ix. 9-14 and 26,

the sacrifice of Christ was a perfect one, excluding all repetition,

not in virtue of the exaltation which followed it,
and the laying aside

of the iiij'nniiy, but already in virtue of tVs own quality. To this is

to be added, that according to this the common interpretation of

our verse, the author would not merely deny that Christ had infirmity,

but, secondly, that he was man. For, he would plainly put the

(in the sense of chap. i. 1) in opposition to the man. I am of

opinion, therefore, that the whole verse must be taken in a different

sense. The author does not intend to deny that Jesus was an

dpxiepevg dvOpwrrog wv itai dodeveiav tyuv ; but he takes it for granted
as known that Christ was both these things, on the one hand avOfM-

Trof doOeveiav %XPV according to chap, v., and, on the other, vloq

TCTfAejwjtitvof d<; rbv altiva according to chap, vii., and he recapitu-
lates both here, the fundamental idea of chap. v. 1-10, and the

fundamental idea of chap. vii. 1-27. He shews that Christ must
have answered the requirements also of the law, and in how far he

must have done so. That the legal requirements of Levitical descent,
of daily sacrifice, etc., do not apply to him, that in these respects
he abrogated the law this is proved ;

but one requirement of the

law had an internal, an everlasting validity, and, according to chap.
v. 1-10, was applicable also to the New Testament high priest,

namely, that he, as every high priest, must be a man having infirmity.

To this of humanity and infirmity was added, in the case of the

Messiah, a second requisite contained, not in the law, but in the

promise, Psalm ex., that he must also be a Son perfected for ever.

Thus, then, the words 6 vopog .... doOKveiav contain a concession

pointing back to chap. v. The idea is this : The law (in so far as

it has not been abrogated) requires of all high priests (consequently

also, of Jesus) that they be men linvimj infirmity; the word of

promise, however, confirmed by an oath given after the law and

stretching far above it, constitutes the Son, who is perfected for

ever, an high priest.

Thus understood the 28th verse therefore contains really a reca-

pitulation of the whole Uiird part.



PART FOURTH,

THE MOSAIC TABERNACLE AND THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY.

(viii.-x.).

From the nature of the two covenants is now shewn the differ-

ence between their respective sanctuaries, their keiTovpyiai and the

result of their respective services. This, the last of the theoretical

parts, as it introduces us to the fifth practical part in which all the

rays from the hortatory parts are concentrated into one focus, is not

itself interrupted by an intervening exhortation, as was the case

with the three foregoing parts. And, as it does not stand parallel
with these three parts, but (as is expressly intimated in chap. viii. 1)
is placed as a key-stone upon them, so also the introduction to it does

not run parallel with that of the foregoing parts, but is independent
and peculiar. Our fourth part divides itself into four sections. In a

first introductory section, chap, viii., it is shewn, in general, that the

two tabernacles, the Mosaic and the heavenly, correspond to the two

covenants. In a second section, chap. ix. 1-11, the construction of the

two tabernacles is compared, and it is shewn how, in the Mosaic

tabernacle, there lies an imperfection in the separation of the holy

place from the holy of holies. In the third section, chap. ix. 11-

chap. x. 13, the two tabernacles are compared, a, similarity: chap,

ix. 15, seq., that for the fulfilment of the perfect covenant in general,

the death of Christ was necessary, b, dissimilarity: chap. ix. 25-

chap. x. 13, that this death was a perfect sacrifice once offered, in

opposition to the Old Testament animal sacrifices. Finally, in the

fourth section, chap. x. 14-39, the result of these respective services

is compared, and it is shown how by the offering of Christ, the

perfect atonement and the access to God in the spirit has been accom-

plished in a way which renders all auxiliary means of any other kind

superfluous.

SECTION FIRST.

THE TWO TABERNACLES CORRESPOND TO THE TWO COVENANTS.

(Chap, viii.)

In chap. viii. 1, preparation is made for the theme which lies in

ver. 2. Ke^aAaiov 6e is not to be taken as an apposition to the
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whole sentence that follows
;

it is better, as some do, to supply a

Aeyw TOVTO (not an e<m, as Bleek does, for then it must have been

TO Ke$aA<Mov). Ke^aAaiov, used for the classical expression Ko^aA?/,

signifies sum, or also principal point. Either signification will do

here, provided that the rendering
" sum" be not understood of a

recapitulation of former particular points (this belongs rather to

chap. vii. 28), but of an organic combination, a product resulting

from all that goes before
;
and further, that the rendering

"
princi-

pal point" be not understood of a particular principal proposition

which stands only side by side with the former propositions (much
less of a "principal thing" taken from the ideas developed at the

conclusion of chap, vii., upon which, as a point of special import-

ance, emphasis is again laid), but of the principal point of the whole

book, at which all the former parts aimed. The meaning of the

word is best and most comprehensively rendered by the expression

"key-stone." 'Era roZf Aeyo^tvotf means, besides, not "in what

has been hitherto said, under what has been hitherto said," (this or

that is especially important); but "to what has been hitherto said,"

(the author will now add the key-stone).
In the sentence TOIOVTOV, etc., all the emphasis lies, of course, on

the words t-v de&p rov dpovov, etc. That Christ is such an higli priest

as has entered not into the earthly but into the heavenly sanduary ; or,

as it is still more plainly repeated in ver. 2, fulfils his service in the

true tabernacle, this new sentence, with its further development
in ver. 8-10, forms the key-stone of all that has gone before. The
two tabernacles, together with their services, are forthwith compared.

What now are we to understand by the expression <n the right

hand of the majesty in the heavens? Instead of occupying themselves

here with dogmatical discussions on ubiquity or non-ubiquity, the

critics ought to have explained these words solely from the antithesis.

The Old Testament high priest went into the e //7///y //<>/// <>f holies as

the place where God revealed his presence. Still, this revelation of the

presence of God in the holiest of all, was not such as if this com-

partment of the tent had been the true and proper dwelling-place
of God : but only in gracious condescension to the wants of men did

God, by means of theophanies and manifestations in the light-cloud,
consecrate this abode as a place of his presence for men. The holy
of holies, therefore, was not the place of God's presence in

itself, but

only the abode of his presence for t/ie Old Testament Israel, and there-

fore, secondly, rather a place where God symbolically represented his

nearness, than one in which he really was. For, the entire distinc-

tion of profane places and holy places, the entire distinction of

world, fore-court, holy place, and holy of holies (as also the separa-
tion of a particular people Israel from the rest of mankind

; or,

again, the separation of the Levites from Israel, or of the Aarouites
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from Lev!) all this rested on the real truth, that God could not

yet in truth dwell with men, because sin and the power of sin as yet
hindered him from revealing himself among, and in, and before men,
as he can already reveal himself in the sphere of the angels, and of

the just made perfect, in that heaven where his will is perfectly ful-

filled (Matt. vi. 10). And therefore, thirdly, this same holy of

holies, in which the nearness of God was emblematically represented,

was, at the same time also, an emblematical representation of the

distance of God from men. The need of a special place, where God
revealed his presence, intimated that he was, in general, as yet sepa-

ratedfrom men. (Comp. with this John iv. 21-24.) This was the

holy of holies into which the high priest might enter once every year,

and in which he was not permitted to abide, but must immediately

again leave it. In opposition to this, Christ has, a, sat down on the

throne of the majesty on high ;
in him (comp. Heb. ii. 9) man has

entered on the everlasting, abiding enjoyment of the presence of God;
the state of separation, of banishment from God in which man was

before, is now done away with
;
God is there in heaven truly pres-

ent to man, because man is present to him, and thereby has a begin-

ning been made upon earth of the real presence of God. b, Christ

has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the divine majesty ; he

has not appeared before God, like the Levitical priests, as a poor
sinner who must draw near to the presence of the divine majesty
even its symbolical representation only with fear and trembling,
but so, as that he himself fully participates in the divine majesty
and dominion.* c, Christ has not entered into that symbolical holy
of holies, where God represented quite as much his distance from

men as his presence with them, and the latter only as a presence for
men (more particularly for Israel), but into that sphere where God,
without hindrance or limit, really reveals before the sinless angels
his entire being and the entire presence not merely of his world-

governing omnipotence, but of his whole being manifested on all sides.

This universal view which we thus take of the idea in the words

before us, shews us, now already, that we must regard the expres-
sion to sit down on the right hand of the throne as figurative enter

on an abiding participation in the sovereign authority of any one,
and that the author did not entertain the crude conception (as has

* The more recent deniers of the divinity of Christ, though they maintain that

"nothing is to be found in the Bible about the divinity of Christ," are yet wont at least

to acknowledge with the Socinians, that the exalted Christ participates in the Godhead

according to the doctrine of the holy Scripture I But he who acknowledges so much

must, if he will not give up all claim to the name of a rational being, also acknowledge
the eternal divinity of the Incarnate. For that a finite, created being should take part
in the world-governing dominion of the Omnipotent and Omnipresent this were indeed

the very climax of unreason. An absolute being can limit itself, because it is absolute

and its own lord
;
but a finite being can not be made absolute.
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most recently been laid to his charge by the young Hegelians), that

a throne stands in the heaven, with a place on the right hand and
on the left ! Such a conception would indeed he in direct contra-

diction to the ground-idea of the author, who makes the Divine

element of the New Testament high priesthood to consist in this,

that Christ has done away with the limitations of place and time.

Carefully, however, as we are here to guard against ;i eoarse mate-
rialistic exegesis, we must equally beware of a false spiritualistic

exegesis in the explanation of the ovpavoi, as it' the heaven were
the mere absence of space, and the state of being above or beyond
space regarded as an attrihute of God. That this is never denoted
b\ CIKB we have already seen at chap. i. 3. The heaven is that

sphere of the creation in which the will of G< d is perfectly done

(Matth. vi. 10), and where no sin hinders him from the full and

adequate revelation of himself. Into tha' spier* <f th>' world of space
has Christ ascended, as the first-fruits of gloiified humanity, in

order to bring us thither after him (chap, ii. 10).

Ver. 2. The principal idea of ver. 1 is now icpeated with more

distinctness, in the form of an app' sit ion to the subject of cadCncr,

and, therewith, the i>roper tiieme of the fourth part formally laid

down. Christ has sat down on the right, hand of th<> Majrs.y, as

one who (in this) completes the service in the true san. tu-;ry

and the true tabernacle. T<ov ayiwv is, of course, not to be taken

(with (Ecumenius, Schulz, Paulus, etc.), as gen. plur. masculine

(Christ a servant of the saints), but as gen. plur. neut., and ~<l

ayta does not signify (as Luther and others render it, "the holy

possessions/' but (as at chap. ix. 8, 12, and 21, |< <j.; chap. x. 19
;

chap. xiii. 11) "the holy place," or specially the ''holy of holi .

(Theophylact, Erasmus, Calvin, Bleek, Tholuck, and the m st). As
the author wished to place the adjective // y&vdp after the noun, for

the sake of the emphasis, he could only make it to agree in case and

number with oKjjvT/g in respect to the sense, r&v dfajOivtiv is to be

supplied also at rwv ayiuv (Bleek, etc.). A similar use of the adjective

is made also in German, with the exception that it is placed before

the noun. " Ein Diener des wahrhaften Heiligthurns mid der (scil.

wahrhaften) Hiitte."

The true sanctuary, the place where God is really and truly

united with men, is
" not made with men's hands." That tent,

covered with curtains and skins, cannot, of course, be the place

where heaven and earth are united.

In vers. 3-4 the author now adduces the first argument to prove

that the sanctuary into which Christ entered is the frm- sanctuary,

and different from the tabernacle of Moses. The steps in the reason-

ing logically arranged are the following : A, Only the Aaronitic

priests were qualified and permitted to offer sacrifice in the Mosaic
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tabernacle. Christ being not an Aaronite could not offer there. B,
But he must offer (somewhere and something), because every high

priest must offer sacrifice. Consequently he needed another taber-

nacle than that of MoseSj (the only one that existed on earth). The
author now, however (just as at chap. vii. 15-17), passes forthwith

from the thesis to the second arid more remote member of the proof

(B), and then brings in after it the first member of the proof, in

the form of an explanation (of how far there lies in B an argument
in proof of the thesis). The idea, therefore, takes this form : Thesis :

Christ is minister in the true (namely heavenly) tabernacle. Argu-
ment : For every high priest must offer sacrifice

; therefore, Christ

also must offer. (Supple. : from this follows, however, the .above

thesis, that Christ needed another tabernacle); for, had he been

priest in that earthly tabernacle, he would then have been no priest,

as there were already priests there, who brought their offerings in

conformity with the law.

The words in detail have no difficulty. Awpa re nal dvaiai as a

general designation of the offerings, we had already at chap. v. 2.

The author does not, of course, say of Christ that it was necessary
for him to bring &5pa re nal dvoiat, different kinds of offerings, but

only that he must have somewhat to offer.

Ver. 5. Although grammatically connected with ver. 4 by a

olnveg (which, however, may be well enough rendered by
" and

these"), ver. 5 contains an independent idea, a new argument for the

thesis ver. 2, so stated as that this thesis itself, only in a more defi-

nite form, is first repeated (the tabernacle in which the Levitical

priests served is called an image and shadow of the heavenly things),
and then the passage Ex. xxv. 40 is adduced as a new argument for

the inferiority of the Mosaic tabernacle.

Aarpsveiv with the dative of the person whom one serves is fre-

quent ;
it more rarely occurs with the dative of the thing in which

one serves (besides this passage comp. chap. xiii. 10). To take the

dative in an instrumental signification would yield no sense. The
Levitical high priests served in a tabernacle which was an emblem
and shadow of the heavenly things. "Ayia is not (with Bleek and

others) to be supplied at rd e-novpavia ;
the author has evidently

rather, on purpose and with good reason, avoided placing a heavenly
tabernacle in opposition to the earthly. True, in ver. 2, where in

stating the thesis he wished to make an evident antithesis, he spoke
of a "true tabernacle," a "true sanctuary;" from that place on-

wards, however, he avoids with intentional care every expression
which might have led to the conception of a local sanctuary in

heaven. Also in chap, ix., he again sets in opposition to the "
holy

places made with hands" only
" the heavenly things" and " the

things in the heavens," ver. 23. And, moreover, the whole reason-
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ing in chap. ix. shews, that he considered as the archetype of the

tabernacle not heavenly lo<-nl!ii.<, but heavenly relations and heavenly

facts. (The holy life of Christ, in his state of humiliation, is the

heavenly sanctuary through which Christ must pass ;
the rending

of his body is the rending of the vail that separates him from the

holiest of all, etc. Comp. below on chap. ix. 11, and on chap. x.

20). Now, to these heavenly relations and facts of salvation the Mo-

saic tabernacle stands in the relation of a copy and shadow. The
verb from which vnodeiypa is derived, vTroSeiicwfii, has two significa-

tions
; first, it signifies to shew something privately to any one, to

let something be seen in an underhand way, hence irrrofeiyna, a pri-

vate sign, secret token, and, in general, a mark or token
; secondly,

it signrfies also to illustrate something by examples, to draw from a

pattern, to copy, hence v-irodeiy^a, a copy, or also (in the profane
writers as well as in Heb. iv. 11)

= Trapddeiyna image, model, ex-

ample. In this passage, however, it has not the less proper signifi-

cation of image in the sense of Trapadeiypa, model, pattern, but the

proper signification of copy, so that it was not the Mosaic tabernacle

that was the -rrapddeiyfia (the original from which the copy was taken),

but the heavenly things. The same idea lies in amd, but in a still

stronger form. The shadow of a body represents not even a proper

image of it, but only the colourless contour.

Now, that the Mosaic tabernacle was not an original, but the copy

of a heavenly original, the author proves from Ex. xxv. 40. In Ex.

xxv. 40 Moses is told to build the tabernacle according to the n-:rn,

that is, plan (not model, comp. Is. xliv. 13, where, ver. 13, the

draught is first sketched, and then, ver. 14, the wood is sought for

completing it
;
also 2 Kings xvi. 10

;
1 Chron. xxviii. 11, where

the signification
"
plan, sketch," is perfectly suitable, better cer-

tainly than the signification "model") according to the plan which

God shewed to him in the mount. These words already lead (as rrrsn

never denotes an independent original building, but always only a
[>l'iii

on a small scale by which one is to be guided in the construction and,
even according to the common false explanation of the term, only a

iir 'del in miniature) these words, I say, already lead, not to the con-

ception that there had been shewn to Moses on Mount Sinai a large

real tabernacle
;

still less, can the author's opinion of Ex. xxv. 40

be, that the original of the tabernacle stands permanently on Mount
Sinai (as later Rabbins fabled), and least of all, that Moses looked

forth into the heaven from the top of Sinai, and saw there in heaven

the original structure. Either the words in Ex. xxv. 40 are to be

taken as a figurative expression (so that the description in words, Ex.

xxv. 4, seq., was called figuratively a plan which had been shewn to

Moses), or, there was really shewn to Moses in a prophetic vision the

draught of a building (comp. Ex. xxvi. 30), but still a draught or
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plan which, beyond his vision, had no existence. The question now

presents itself, whether our author understood the passage in this,

the right way, or whether he misunderstood it after the manner of

the later Rabbins. Now, it is first of all to be observed, that

there are throughout no positive intimations that necessitate our

adopting this latter supposition. The whole reasoning retains its

full force on the supposition, that he rightly understood the passage
in question. The heavenly things themselves (the New Testament

facts of savation which were delineated in the tabernacle) were, in-

deed, not shewn to Moses, but only a plan according to which he

was to build that hypodeigmatic tabernacle, and he had as yet no

consciousness of the prophetical significance of this building. But,

indeed, the force of the author's reasoning depends in nowise on whe-

ther Moses understood the typical signification of the tabernacle or

not. Enough, that Moses himself did not make or invent the plan of

the tabernacle, enough, that God gave him the plan God, who knew
well the symbolical signification of this plan. That the plan for

the tabernacle was given by God in this circumstance lies the nerve

of the argument ; for this reason is the Mosaic tabernacle a reflection

of heavenly thoughts, ideas, relations.*

But further, there are even distinct reasons at hand for rejecting

the supposition, that the author conceived of an original tabernacle

standing permanently in heaven, or on Mount Sinai. If he had

conceived of this as in heaven, then he must either have said more

plainly, Moses was permitted to look forth into heaven from Mount

Sinai, or he must have said more plainly (comp. the remarks above):
that which Moses saw on Sinai was itself again only a copy of the

heavenly original. If, however, he conceived of this as standing on

Mount Sinai, then this tabernacle would not have been tnovpdvia,

but Km rijg yrjg, which was precisely denied in ver. 4. But that

neither of these fantastic ideas had any place in the mind of the

author, appears most evidently from the ninth chapter. If the

separation of a holy of holies from a holy place is there expressly

represented as an imperfection, in which the Mosaic tabernacle is

distinguished from the heavenly original, how, in all possibility, can

the author have regarded that model shewn to Moses which corres-

ponded with the Mosaic tabernacle even in the minutest detail, and

therefore had also a holy place separated from the holy of holies as

that heavenly original itself ? So much then is beyond all doubt

* Faber, Stapulensis, Rivet, Schlichting, Storr, and Bleek, go still farther, and sup-

pose even, that our author did not at all understand the word rvnog in the sense of ground-

plan or model, but in the sense of copy, and that his object was expressly to say, that

the model which was shewn to Moses was itself only the copy of the true eimvpuvia.

Accordingly, he intends to represent the tabernacle as the copy of a copy. This, how-

ever, could hardly be justified on exegetical grounds. The author would assuredly have

expressed this idea more distinctly.
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that those heavenly things, which in the Mosaic tabernacle were de-

lineated in a faint shadow-sketch, did not themselves, according to

our author's view, consist of a locality, a tabernacle with skins, cur-

tains, fore-courts, holy place, and holy of holies.

Thus, then, the force of the reasoning in ver. 5 lies in reality only
in the negative circumstance, that the tabernacle was not an indej" it-

dent original, but was built according to a pattern given by God, the

object of which, therefore must have been symbolically to represent

Divine ideas.

In ver. 6 the thesis, contained in ver. 2 and repeated in a modi-

fied form in the beginning of ver. 5, is once mor< ,<
i><'<it<'il,

and this

time in a form still more complete ; BO, namely, that not merely
the two ideas contained in ver. 2 and ver. 5 are united, but a third

is added. In ver. 2 it was said positively : Christ is minister in the

true tabernacle, in ver. 5 negatively : the Levitical high priests

served in a tabernacle which was only an image and shadow. Now,
in ver. 6 it is said: the ministry of Christ is more glorious (tlta.n

that of the Levitical h!<jh />r!csts], and in so much more glorious as

the new covenant is more glorious (than the old). Here, therefore,
not merely are the two Xeirovpyiat compared with each other, but

they are, moreover, placed parallel with the two diaOt'iicaic. Thus
ver. 6 forms the proper thesis of the entire fourth part, and vers.

1-5 serves only as a preparatory introduction to this thesis. As
the author in ver. 6 not merely combines the ideas in vers. 1-5,

but, at the same time, also passes to a new idea, to the comparison
of the services with the covenants, he has therefore connected ver. 6

with ver. 5, not by a particle of inference, but by a particle of pro-

gression (ywl <5e).

In respect of form, ver. 6 has the greatest resemblance to chap,
i. 4. Here, as there, the comparatives Kpeirruv and (Hatynpu-repng are

used in the comparison of what belongs to the Old Testament \\ith

what belongs to the New. Instead of teirovpyia the author might,

by all means, have put oKjjvtj, but, as has been already observed at

ver. 5, he henceforth industriously avoids placing a heavenly taber-

nacle in opposition to the Mosaic tabernacle.

The ground-idea of ver. 6 then is this, that the ministry of the

Levitical priests in the Mosaic tabernacle stands related to the min-

istry of Christ in the heavenly //////</*. precisely as the old covenant

does to the new. In what the old covenant is excelled by the i.

we are informed in the relative clause IJTIC, which finds farth'T ex-

planation in vers. 7-12. This explanation, at the same time,

already contains the idea, that the old covenant was destined to

vanish and to be replaced by the new. This idea is then in ver. 13

formally expressed as an inference. Does the Levitical priestly

service in the temple bear the same relation to the ministry of
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Christ (according' to ver. 6) as the old covenant bears to the new,
and again, is the old covenant (according to ver. 13) to loQ_abrogated

by the new, in this lies already implicitly the final inference (which
is then in chap, ix.-x. explicitly developed in detail), that the

Levitical temple service is in like manner abrogated, rendered super-

fluous by the ministry of Christ, as the old covenant by the new.

So much on the train of thought in general. Let us look now
first of all, at the relative clause : ijng Km Kpeirrooi.v ina,yye\iat$

vevonoderrjTai. ^o^oOsretv, here evidently in the wider sense = to

establish, to enact authoritatively ;
for that the new covenant also

has to do with the giving of a laio is expressly shewn in vers. 8-12.

The new covenant is founded on better promises ;
for (cornp. vers.

9, 10) the old covenant promised salvation and blessing only to him
who perfectly fulfilled the law : the new covenant, on the other

hand givesfirst before it asks.

Ver. 7 serves, first of all, to obviate an objection that might
arise in the minds of the readers at ver. 6. They were wont to con-

sider Moses, and the covenant of God with Moses, as the proper and
most sacred kernel of the Israelitish true religion. Had not the

Messiah himself, according to their view, been promised and given

precisely to the members of the Mosaic covenant people / Now, to

say that this covenant of God with Moses was lowered in value
/by

another covenant, must have appeared to them as almost frivolous.

Therefore the author explains to them, that he is at liberty to

depreciate, nay, to find fault with the old covenant, and why he is

so. "If that first covenant had been faultless then there had been

no room for desiring a second." This was certainly the author's

idea, but instead of saying ova dv ronog r]v rov fyrelv devrepav, he has

with unconscious conciseness (or by blending the two ideas : OVK dv

fjv roirog and OVK dv t^relro devrepa) joined ronog also with efyrelro

as the object. (The explanation of Bleek and others is not natural:

then God would have had no need to seek in the hearts of men a

better place for his covenant than was the place on the tables of

stone. Equally unnatural is Olshausen's " TOUOV nvog fyrelv = to

will that something should take place.") The turn of the thought
in general is quite parallel with that in chap. vii. ver. 11 (and ver.

18). As in that place, from the established fact that a new and
different high priest is promised, the inference is drawn that the old

high priesthood must have been insufficient (and similarly at vii. 18

of the law), so here, from the fact that God as is shewn explana-

torily in vers. 8-12 has promised a new covenant, it is inferred

that the old covenant was not faultless.

The meaning of this OVK. dnep-rrrog is well explained in the expres-
sions used in quite a similar way in chap. vii. 18, dadeveg Kal dvufakeg.

The author does not mean to find fault with the old Mosaic cove-
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nant as being not of divine origin, or, although constituted by God,
as being insufficient even for its relative object, and unwisely framed;
ne only means that it lies open to the charge of being faulty, when
human folly, contrary to the divine purpose, gives it out as being

everlastingly sufficient, while yet God himself, inasmuch as he has

promised to give a new, another covenant, has thereby declared the

old one to be imperfect. It is, therefore, not the author, nor gene-

rally speaking a man who presumed to find fault with the old cove-

nant, but God himself has found fault with it. (Comp. the repeated

Xeyei Kvpioc, ver. 8 and 9. It was not the word of Jeremiah, but the

word of the Lord to Jeremiah.)
Ver. 8-12. The author in these verses cites the passage in

which God has promised a new and a different covenant, and thereby
has found fault with the old covenant (not as one that was not

divine, or not wise, but as insufficient and destined to cease). The

passage is in Jer. xxxi. 31-34. The author quotes literally from

the Sept. and the rendering of the Sept. is right. In the whole of

the Old Testament no passage is to be found in which the view is

expressed more clearly and distinctly, that the law was only a

Trofda} orydf, than in this. And, if some commentators have thought
that in this passage no fault is found with the old covenant itself,

but only with the Israelites, they merely show by this, that they
have not understood the simple sense of the passage. It is true,

that fault is found with the Israelites who " abode not in the

covenant (of Moses) ;" but when the Lord is induced by this con-

sideration to determine, that he will frame a different covenant, in

which he will write the law not upon tables of stone but on the

hearts of his people, he surely acknowledges thereby expressly and

clearly, that a part of the fault belonged also to the old covenant.

(In like manner Olshausen. Comp. also our explanation of the

passage chap. iv. 2, in which we encounter a similar misunderstand-

ing on the part of the critics.)

The train of thought in the passage, Jer. xxxi. 31-34 is as

follows. -A first principal idea lies in the words I6ov . . . y^
AtyvTiTov. The Lord announces to his people, that he will, at a

future time, make a new covenant with them, ver. 8. He calls this

covenant new, however, not in the sense of its being only a confirm-

atory renewal of the old covenant, but in precise and express oppo-
sition to the covenant which was made on their removal from Egypt ;

it is to be a new covenant not merely numerically, but qualitatively

(ver. 9, ov Ka-a . . . KK y/yf Aiyvrrrov). Then follows a second prin-

cipal idea (o-i avrol OVK . . . Kaovrai /tot elg Aadr). We are now

told what it was that was imperfect in the old covenant, and why
there was need of a new covenant, and wherein this should be dif-

ferent from the old. The principal imperfection of the old covenant
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lies in its inefficacy, which has been demonstrated by actual expe-
rience. The cause of this is to be traced not merely to the Israelites

not continuing in that covenant, but to the mutual relation that

subsisted between the people and their God, which is expressed in

the two members : they continued not, etc., and I regarded them not.

The people, on their part, remained not in the covenant, fulfilled

not the commands enjoined as the condition of the covenant, and

God, on his part, punished the people, inasmuch as after, and in

consequence of, the transgressions, he accepted them no more. The

conduct of God regulated itself then according to the conduct of
men. God first demanded before he gave; he first imposed his

commands without regard to the capacity and power of men; then

he rejected the people because they fulfilled not these commands.

(It needs not, of course, to be shewn here for the first time, how
wise this stage of legal enactment in the training of Israel was, how

necessary it was in order to awaken the knowledge of the infirmities

of sin. Nor does our author deny that it was necessaryfor its time.

But he proves from this announcement of God himself to Jeremiah,
that this stage was only a preparatory one, which could not confer

blessedness and brought no perfection.) It is different with the new
covenant which God promises to make in the coming days. In this

covenant God will not write his law outwardly, as a cold requirement,
on tables of stone, but he will write it in the hearts and in the minds

of his people; he will, therefore, first give to the people and then

ask from them; he will first give them a new heart, a regenerate

spirit, pleasure, love, and joy in God's will, and then he will require

of them
;
nor will he then require in vain

;
for he will then be truly

the people's God, worshipped and beloved by them, and in conse-

quence of this, the people can then also be truly his people, protected
and blessed by him. In a third principal idea (ver. 11, 12), it is

now shewn still more plainly, how the fulfillment of the law is under

this new covenant to rest on the inward disposition, and on what

ground this disposition is to rest. In the old covenant God had

commissioned Moses and the priests to read the law to the people,
and to lay before them the command to acknowledge Jehovah as

their God. There is to be no such outward process under the new
covenant. Then will every one personally, and from his own inmost

experience, know and acknowledge the Lord, and how? by what

means? Because he forgives their sins, and remembers not their

iniquities. The difference, then, between the old and the new cov-

enant is traced even to this innermost centre-point in that evangel-
ical announcement of God to Jeremiah. There it is the law that

stands first, and lays down its requirements, which man cannot

fulfil, because he wants the power and the spirit, the power of love

and the spirit of love. Here it isfree grace, the forgiveness of sins,

VOL. VL 31
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and reconciliation that stands first, and in the heart whose sins

have been forgiven Live springs up, and from love springs the

strength and the inclination for holiness, and the personal experi-

ence of the knowledge of God.

Ver. 13. The author has now shewn that, according to God's

own announcement, a new, a higher covenant was to he formed,
which rests on better promises i namely, promises not first condi-

tioned by the conduct of men). From this is now drawn the further

inference, that for the old covenant a time must also at ]i n.ih come,
when it would no longer be merely relatively the old in oppo>ition

to the new, but also, the absolutely iccak f//r<i<//i <xje in opposition
to the new covenant coming into operation with the/reo&neH <)/'//'///.

Two ideas are to be distinguished from each other in this verse.

First, with the promise of (Jod to make in general a (relatively)

new, dill'm nt, second e veiniit, the covenant made with Moses

ceases to be the only one, and becomes a (relatively) old covenant.

Secondly : But of two things, that which is the relatively oA/r

must, also, at some time, become the ateolutelf <>?<l,
be outlived and

pass away.
We have here, first of all, to obtain a clear idea of the two

categories, old and new, aged and i/<.ing. Katn'ir means //. //-. new
in the relative sense, that whieli is ad led to a thing already existing
as a new, i. e. a different thing, novus. (In the same sense might

one, who at an entertainment brings first wine of vintage 1846, and

then of 1811, say he will now bring a new wine, that is, a new, an-

other kind.) The opposite of this in Greek is TraAaZor, that which

was already there, 7ra/Uu, the old = the earlier (relatively old),

antiquus (from ante), what does not come after something el>e.

The application of TraAaZo? to old persons is secondary, and these

also are so called, not in the sense of their being infirm through
but only in the sense of their having been earlier in the world than

those who are young.
Nedf, on the other hand, means young, fresh, rece.ns, that which

(at any given time) is still absolutely new in respect of its existence

(not in comparison with another), that which^ has not yet existed

long, still stands in fresh vigour. (Thus that wine of 184G is the

young wine.) In opposition to this, yepatof, as the Latin vetus

denotes what is absolutely old, what has no longer in itself the

strength to exist much longer. (Thus a man of eighty years of a<_re

may be a new member (/mm^) of a legislative assembly, and still

be a yepaioc,, and one of thirty years of age may be an oM (rraAaZof)

member of the assembly, and yet be vedf.)

Most unjustly, therefore, will Bleek, Tholuck, and others render

rra^aiovv by senem reddere,
"

to render antiquated." Only thus,

Bleek thinks can a natural connection of ideas be made out be-
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tween the two members
;

it gives rise rather, we think, only to a

tautology. HaXaiovv is rather simply
"
to make the older" antiquum

reddeie, (not to antiquate in the modern sense, which would be

equivalent to
"
abrogate)." Inasmuch as God speaks of a Katvij

<5iadi]KT), he has (the use of the perf. is to be noted) thereby made
the covenant of Moses the old covenant, i. e. the relatively older

That, however, which has been made the antiquum, the older, is,

for this reason because it is destined to be displaced by a novum
also far on the way towards an absolute point of old age, i. e. it is a

yripdoKov, it is old in respect of its own capacity of existence, and

approaches, therefore, step by step, the impending d^avio^og.

('Eyyu$- is used in the same way as at chap. vi. 8. As, in that

place, t-yy{)f Kardpag does not mean "
nigh to the curse," but "

ap-

proaching step by step nearer to the curse," so here, l-yyvg dcpavio^ov,
"
approaching step by step nearer to dissolution.") Thus, from the

fact that God has promised, in general, a new, i. e. second covenant,
and has declared the covenant of Moses to be the earlier, it fol-

lows, that this earlier covenant must, at some time, be old and

cease. Now, as^ according to ver. 6, the relation between the min-

istries is the same as that between the covenants, ver. 13, there-

fore, already implicitly contains the idea (as has been already ob-

served) that the Levitical Xeirovpyia is destined to become old, to

be outlived and to cease.

SECTION SECOND.
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE MOSAIC TABERNACLE.

(ix. 110.)

According to the train of thought in the foregoing section, we

are prepared to expect here two ideas which Zuingle has already
well denoted in the words : Docet, ceremonias testamenti veteris

nonnisi typum fuisse novi. Atque ita rursum probat, novum testa-

men turn, sacerdotium videlicit Christi, excellentius fuisse levitico.

First, the author will have to prove in detail the idea expressed in

chap. viii. 1 5, that the Old Testament tabernacle, in general, was

a copy of the heavenly things, i. e. the ministry of Christ, then,

the idea in chap. viii. 6, seq., that, as a mere copy, it corresponds to

the nature of the old covenant as distinguished from the new. And
indeed we do find both of these things in this section, only (as was

to be expected) not treated successively, but blended together.

In ver. 1 the first thing to be asked is, what substantive is to be

supplied at Trpwr?/. The Complut. and Steph. editions read ?/ Trpwrr}

oKTjvri, but this oKt\vr\ is not found in the majority of the oldest and

best codd. and versions, it rests, therefore, merely on a conjecture,
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and this conjecture, moreover, is groundless. In chap. viii. 6-13,

it was the two covenants that wore spoken of throughout, and even

at ver. 13, the words in that he saith, a new, &c., pointed back to

the citation in ver. 8 (I will make a new covenant), and thus, at ver.

13 also, the substantive, covenant, was to be supplied at the words

he hath made the first old. This of itself would show, that the

same substantive must be supplied at 1} Trpwr?/ in the verse before

us. And, indeed, ain\vr\ would in nowise be suitable. For, in ver.

2, where the expression i\ rrpuri] OKTJVTJ actually occurs, it serves to

denote not the Old Testament sanctuary in opposition'to that of the

New Testament, but the fore-compartment of the Old Testament

tabernacle (the so-called "holy place") in opposition to the limi-

compartment (the
"
holiest of all"), and, therefore, has a eignificatiop

which would not at all be suitable in ver. 1. We have, therefore, to

supply diaOr'jKj] (so Peshito, Chrysostom, Luther, Calvin, Beza, G rotius,

Bleek, Olshausen, and, in general, all the more recent commentators.)

buaiaparm Xarpeiag, diKaiufia denotes the result of the act ex-

pressed by dittaiovv, and signifies, therefore, the making just or

right. In the New Testament it occurs in a threefold sense : first,

it signifies the fulfilling of righteousness (as applicable to the per-

fect man Christ), Bom. v. 18, viii. 4
; secondly, the declaring of the

sinner to be righteous by God for Christ's sake, Horn. v. 1G
; thirdly,

it denotes the act whereby certain things are declared to be right,

and therefore obligatory, i. e.
} ordinance, law=*>vm

, ph, Ron), i. 32 ;

Luke i. 6. Here, of course, only this third signification is suitable.

To understand fiiKaiuiiara of the holy vessels is contrary to all usage.

Luther, Grotius, and others, take harpeias as the accusative, and

suppose a comma between tiiKaiufiara and karpeiac., so that the three

things would be co-ordinated, "ordinances, services, and sanctuary."

But, first of all,
re is mostly used in the case of things connected by

pairs ; besides, the use of the plural in Xarpeias would be strange,

and karpeias, moreover, would express nothing else than the per-

formance of the diKaicJpara, Avhich would give rise to a tautology.

We therefore agree with the immense majority of both ancient

and modern commentators in taking Aarpem^ as the genitive to

diKcuwfMiTa. We thus obtain two ideas (" ordinances respecting the

service," and "the sanctuary"), which correspond precisely to the

two ideas of the foregoing chapter, service and tabernacle.

By TO dyiov, as already appears from the epithet KOOHIKUV (which
forms the antithesis to inwpdifuv)t

is to be understood the enlir<-

Old Testamentfanum (not the "
holiest of all," which in the Epis-

tle to the Hebrews is denoted by ru dyia, vers. 3 and 8, or dyia dyiuv,

ver. 2
;
nor the so-called

"
holy place," which our author always

designates by the expression i] rrpwr^ annvij.) The epithet KoopiKov,

as already said, finds its explanation in the antithesis to ra ircovodvia.
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The writer intends evidently to say this :

" the old covenant, too,

had indeed a service and a sanctuary, but it had a service deter-

mined by ordinances, and a sanctuary belonging to this world."*

These two things he has concisely put together in one clause. He,
therefore (as already Olshausen has rightly observed), expresses by
Koopircov nearly the same thing that he had already expressed in

chap. viii. 4 by KTH yfjg, with this difference, that in ttoofUKov lies not

merely the locality but also the quality. Some of the older critics

have strangely mistaken the sense of these simple words. Luther

and others take TO dyiov= rrjv dyiorrjTa Hornberg rightly inter-

prets TO dyiov}
but renders Koafj,iKog=K6aiJ,iog, "adorned ;" Chrysostom,

Theophylact, Oecumenitis, Kypke, explain KoapiKog= for the whole

world, destined for all nations (but one of the principal imperfec-
tions of tbe Old Testament sanctuary lay precisely in this, that it

was not destined for all nations, but only for one people) ;
Theo-

phylact, Grotius, Este, Wetstein, explain :
"
representing a type

of the world-structure" (but the tabernacle represented this in no

possible way.) Even among those commentators who rightly ex-

plain Koo^iKog as antithetical with K-rrovpdviog (It., Vulg., Calvin,

Beza, Cramer, Storr, Kuinoel, Tholuck, Bleek), it is still unneces-

sarily disputed, whether the writer intended by this to denote the

imperfection or the materiality of the Old Testament sanctuary.

KoopiKos signifies neither "
imperfect" nor "

material," but " be-

longing to the world."f The Old Testament sanctuary was an in-

tegral part of this world, this noanog, which exists as a world sep-
arated from God, and in which, therefore, even when what was

heavenly appeared, it must needs take the form of the limited, the

particular, i. a, under the distinction of fanum and profanum. In

this is involved at once the material, local, external, and emblema-

tic character of the Old Testament dyiov, and, at the same time,

also, its imperfection.

Ver. 2 5. What is now to be proved is not that, in general, a

service and a sanctuary existed under the old covenant, but that

service was one according to ordinances, and that sanctuary one

pertaining to this world. In proof of this (com p. the yap), the

principal idea is now laid down :

" There was built the^rs^ compart-

* The construction TO Hyiov Koafintov which has perplexed many commentators, (and

which Ebrard omits to explain) is explicable by a familiar Greek usage. For the English,

"he has clean hands," the Greek would be, ''he has his hands clean," (exei r"f X ipaf

KaOapdf or j. K. T. %.) Thus, Heb. vii. 24. "hath an unchangeable priesthood:" Greek,

"hath his priesthood unchangeable"=the priesthood which he hath is unchangeable. So,

here; "it had its sanctuary Koa/j.iK.6v"=thG sanctuary which it had was KOCSUIKOV. The

article assumes the existence of the sanctuary as known, and merely leaves the predica-

tive adjective to define its quality. K.

f Bleek renders the word by
"
worldly." But this word has acquired in common

usage a different meaning. It no longer forms the antithesis to heavenly, but to spiritual,

and naa become almost synonymous with "profane."
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ment of the tent
;
behind the second vail, however, was the holy

of holies." In this construction, which rendered it necessary to

pass through two vails into the holiest of all, was plainly expressed
that cosmical imperfection, that state of separation between God
and the sinful world.

This separation was not, however, in any way merely accidental

or outward, but was most closely connected with the entire nature,
and with the collective symbols of the Old Testament cultus. The
writer shows this by specifying the particular pieces of furniture in

each of the two compartments of the tabernacle, and the acts of

worship which were performed in earh.

Before entering here on the explanation of the text, we must not

omit taking a short survey of the local construction and symbolical

significance of the tabernacle.

On entering by the door of the rectangular fore-court (which
stood on one of its smaller sides) into the fore-court, one would

then have had the tent immediately before him (again its smaller

side), but in entering it, he would yet have to pass the altar of

burnt-offering and the basin of water which stood just at the en-

trance to the tent. On entering into the tent itself (therefore pas-

sing through the first vail, which formed the entrance from the

fore-court outwards), he would then have found himself in the holy

place (jrpurri oKqvfyj a rectangular space which, again, had greater

depth than breadth. On the right hand, in this space, stood the

table witli the shew-bread, on the left, the golden candlestick, and

furthest back, immediately before the entrance to the holiest of

all (Ex. xxx. 6), the altar of incense. On entering (through the

second vail, which separated the holy place from the holiest of all)

into the holiest of all, he would then have found himself in a square

space which had no other entrance but the one from the holy place.

Here stood the ark of the covenant.

This holy of holies was the place where God sometimes mani-

fested his presence in a bright light or a cloud of smoke. This was

the place where God was to be conceived of as always present, even

although he should not be visibly manifest. He was present here,

however, not as the Creator and Governor of the world (as such he

dwelt in heaven), but as the covenant God of his people. And there-

fore was the act of the covenant kept here in the ark of the covenant.

This act of the covenant contained the mutual contract which God

had made with his people. He required of the people the fulfil-

ment of his eternal, absolutely holy will, which he had expressed in

the "ten words ;" the decalogue was the fomlilion of the covmant;

if this was fulfilled, then would the Lord, on his part, fulfil the

promise, of the covenant, and be the God of this people.

But, not only did the people break that condition from the very
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first
; they had never the power to fulfil a command in which even

an evil desire was forbidden. Hence God had never given this

law to the end that it should be fulfilled, but to the end that

the people should by this testimony (nn?>) be led to the knowledge
of their sinfulness. And this is not an idea to be found first in the

New Testament, in the writings of Paul, but one which had been,

in the clearest manner, expressed in the ceremonial law and worship.

The " words of the testimony" (i.
e. the decalogue) must needs

be covered (iss), so that the eye of the God who was present in the

holy of holies might not fall upon these words, which were an act

of accusation against the people. (From this is to be explained the

frequent form of expression
"
to cover sin.") A golden cover the

rrss, was to be laid upon the ark
;
this dead cover, however, did

not suffice of itself to turn away the eye of Divine penal justice

from the record which testified of the guilt of the people. For this

there was necessary an actual atonement for this guilt. Therefore the

high priest must, once every year, on the great day of atonement,

slay the great sacrifice of atonement, and carry the blood into the

holiest of all, and sprinkle it on the cover or lid of the ark, that the

eye of God might fall upon this witness of the accomplished atone-

tonement. (Of course this atonement was, in like manner, only

symbolical and typical, as was the representation of the presence of

God, and the beholding of God.) Thus, then, there was represented in

the holy of holies the absolute relation of the absolutely holy God to

the sinful people. It will appear from what has been said, how very

superficial is the view of those who would place the decalogue in

the same category with the ceremonial law, and regard it as given

only for the Jews. The whole ceremonial law had rather a signifi-

cance only on the supposition, that the decalogue was not a relative

thing suited to the capacity and development of the time when it

was given, but the purely absolute representation of the eternal, in-

dependent will of God.

Let us now look at the cultus of the holy place, the -np^rr] oKnvrj.

After the decalogue God gave, at the same time, to the Israelites

(Ex. xx. 22, 23), a second law, which did not require absolute holi-

ness, but rather, on the contrary, was suited to an unholy sinful

people, and which presupposed the non-fulfilment of the decalogue.
In the decalogue it is said : thou shalt not kill

; in chap. xxi. 12, seq.

it is taken for granted that, notwithstanding this, murder would

occur, and ordinances were given how this should be punished. In

the decalogue it is said : thou shalt not steal
;

in chap. xxii. 1, it is

presupposed, that still, thefts would be committed, and the civil

punishment for the thief is specified, and so forth. In short, the

decalogue was a law which could not be kept by a sinful people ;

the law, on the other hand, chap. xx. 22, seq. was instituted precisely
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to meet the capacity of observance belonging to a sinful people
The decalogue required absolute holiness; the second (the civil) law

required merely civil propriety of conduct, therefore only a holiness

of a very relative kind, only a justitia civilis. Now, just as this civil

law stands related to the decalogue, so does the cultus of the hoi;/ /'lace to

that of the holy of holies. While, in the one, the absolute will of God
as accusing the people needed to be, as it were, hid from the eye of

God by the lid sprinkled with the blood of the sacrifice, so, in the

other, the people brought before God the temporary fruits of the

land, bread and oil, as symbols of their relative services, their

relative holiness they did not, however, present these immediately
before the eye of God, but only in the fore-chamber of his house.

The shcw-bread was no tectisternium, no meat for God (but as al-

ready the name B^B-B^V intimates), was intended only to be looked

upon by God
;

in like manner, in the candlestick which was filled

with the other chief produce of the land, oil, the people made, as it

were, their light to shine before God. In the holy place, therefore,

were represented the symbols of the temporary relative piety, which

the Lord, in tfie meanwhile, until the people should become entirely and

inwardly holy, graciously acc?])ted, and which he could graciously ac-

cept only because, at the same time, in the holiest of all, the sins

against God's absolute requirements were, from time to time, cov-

ered by the sacrifices. Thus, then, we see how this twofold character

of the cultus, really pointed to a future removal of the difference

between the absolute requirements of the covenant and the merely
relative services of the coveuant.

The fore-court was the place for the sinful people. Here the

sacrifices, namely, the atoning sacrifices, were slain and burnt. This

slaying and burning was a symbol of the death and the condemna-

tion which the sinner properly had deserved, which, however, was
transferred from him to the victim. Of course, therefore, neither

the holy place nor the holy of holies was the fitting place for these

acts of judicial punishment (the great sacrifice of atonement was
therefore commanded to be burnt without the fore-court, nay, with-

out the camp) ; only the blood of the slain sacrifice of atonement

was brought before the eye of God, i.e., into the holy of holies, as a

testimony that the atoning vicarious act of punishment had been

executed. The general mutual relation between God and his people

resulting from the sacred rites of the holy of holies, from those of the

holy place and of the fore-court, the result, that God in general
still accepted the homage and worship of this people, was symboli-

cally represented in the incense-offering. The incense-offering was

burnt in the fore-court, in the fire of the altar of burnt-offering

only in virtue of this connexion with the expiatory side of the cul-

tus was it acceptable it was not carried into the holy of holies it-
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self, but (just because it represented only the temporary, relative

peace that subsisted between God and his people) into tbe holyplace;
but the altar of incense on which it was placed stood Ex. xxx. 6)

just before the entrance to the holy of holies
" over against the ark

of the covenant," and thus, the incense-offering referred to the God
who was present in the holy of holies

;
the smoke of the incense was

to penetrate into the holy of holies itself, and, because it belonged
to the cultus of the holy of holies, it was offered not by the priests

but by the high priests.

With this explanation of the symbolical meaning of the taber-

nacle and its worship in general, the question is already solved, why
the author in vers. 2-5 names and enumerates these pieces of furni-

ture (a question which, moreover, is answered by himself in ver. 6,

seq.) But, at the same time also, a difficulty is thus by anticipation

removed, which Calmet has declared to be the maxima totius epis-
tolse difficultas. If, however, there existed no greater difficulties in

it than this, then would the epistle to the Hebrews belong to the

easiest books of the New Testament ! It is the difficulty arising
from the fact, that the author in ver. 4 reckons the golden altar of in-

cense as belonging to the holy of holies, while it stood undoubtedly in the

holy place.

Commentators have had recourse to a threefold solution of this

difficulty.

First, some have directly expressed their opinion, that the author

was mistaJcen. This, however, is too gross to be for a moment con-

ceivable. The position of the altars must have been known to every
Israelite from the book of Exodus, much more must he have known

it, who set himself to reason from this against the Jewish Chris-

tians. This view has therefore been supported by auxiliary conject-

tu,res. Some say, the author may perhaps have lived and written in

Alexandria, and therefore not have had an exact knowledge of the

arrangements of the temple in Jerusalem. But the question,
whether one lived in Jerusalem or elsewhere, is here altogether ir-

relevant, as, even in Jerusalem, the layman could not enter into the

temple, and could only become acquainted with the internal arrange-
ments of the temple from what he read in the Pentateuch or in 1

Kings. This information could be obtained, however, quite as easily

in Alexandria as in Jerusalem, by a layman or a non-layman. More-

over, it is not the temple that is here spoken of, but the tabernacle,

and especially those arrangements which found place only in the old

tabernacle (thus in ver 4, Aaron's rod and the pot of manna are

mentioned, both of which, according to 1 Kings viii. 6, even at the

time of the building of Solomon's Temple were no longer to be

found). And this will, at the same time, afford an answer to a sec-

ond auxiliary conjecture (that of a reviewer in Rheinwald's Kepert.
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1842 vol. 9. p. 193), according to which, the author had in his mind,
and before his eye, the arrangements of that temple which the

Egyptian Jews, under Onias 150 B.C. built at Leontopulis. This

conjecture is the more untenable when we find that Onias built his

temple with
<jr<

. ,'UT the pattern of that at .Jerusalem,
so that, at Leontopolis, the altar of incense assuredly stood no-

where else than it did at Jerusalem.

Side by side with the first solution is to be placed also that of

Bleek, according to which, the altar of incense did really stand in

the holy place, but the author allowed himself to be led into the

mistake of placing it in the holy of holies by the passages Ex.

xxx. 6 and 26
;
Lev. iv. 7, seq. (where it is said the altar of incense

stands " over against the ark of the covenant"). This hypothesis is,

however, simply refuted by tin- 7th verse of our chapter, where the

author expressly and definitely says that the hi^h priest entered

into the devrepa a/ayc/y only <>nce in f/ </>r, which he could not have

said if, in his opinion, the dully tillering of incense had been brought
into the holiest of all.

With this also is refuted a second hypothesis (which has been

put forth by Tholuck, only problematically, however, on the alleged

ground of 1 Kings vi. 22; Ex. xxvi. .'35), that, in reality, the altar

of incense may have stood in the holy of holies. We are not under

the necessity of having recourse to Ex. xxx. G (" thou shalt place
it before the vail") in order to prove, that the altar of incense ivally

stood in the holy place, and by no means in the holy of holies, as

it clearly appears from the 7th verse of our chapter that, in the

opinion too of our author, it stood in the holy place and not in the

holy of holies. The ju. s(i
-:i, now, is no longer one of a contradic-

tion between our author and the P^ntat uc-h, but of a kind of con-

tradiction into which he seems to have fallen with himself.

But how much the less conceivable such a contradiction of the

author with himself is, by so much the more might the third prin-

cipal solution seem, on a superficial view of the question, to recom-

mend itself, the solution, namely, of those (as the Peshito, Vulg.,

Theophylact, Luther, Calov, de Dieu, Reland, Deyling, J. Gr.

Hiehaelis, Bohme, Kuinoel, Stuart, Klee, etc.), who would trans-

late Ovuiari/piov here by censer. That Oviuar/'jpior may actually m< an

censer is proved (from Thucyd. vi. 4G
;
Diod. Sic. xiii. 3

;
LXX.

Ex. viii. 11
;
2 Chron. xxvi. 19; Joseph. Ant. iv. 2, 4). It has even

been maintained that it must be rendered here by censer
;
for the

altar of incense is never denoted in the LXX. by Or/aar/^/oi', but

* For the opposite opinion it has been contended, that Origen also (horn,
s in Kx-d.,

9 in Levil.). (F-cumenii;s and Augustine (qu. 177. in Kxod.) assigned (lie altar <>f iii'

to the holy of holies. But none of these three Fathers saw the temple themselves;

they, all of them, drew their information solely from our passage, Hob. ix. 4, so that their

testimony here is entirely without weight.
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always by Qvaiaarripiov Qv\iia\ia,To<;. But this ground is not conclusive,

as in Josephus, Philo, Clemens Alex., and Origen, the altar of in-

cense, in spite of the usage of the LXX., is very often called Ovpia-

Tijpiov. Moreover, our author, in the designation of the parts and

vessels of the sanctuary, does not at all confine himself to the

terms of the LXX.
;
he calls the holy place for example not TO ayiov

(as LXX. Ex. xxvi. 33, etc.), but i\ npuTr] OKTJV^, while he uses TO

ajiov (ver. 1) in a far wider sense to designate the entire sanctuary ;

to designate the holy of holies he uses, besides the expression of the

LXX. dyia dyMVj also the expressions r\ devrepa oK,r\vr\ (ver. 7) ra dyia

(ver. 8), etc. It is thus quite possible that in the designation
of the altar of incense he may have departed from the circum-

stantial term of the LXX., and followed the usage of Josephus
and Philo. The word 6vniar?jpiov} therefore, in itself determines

nothing.
Just as little is determined by the predicate %pvaovv. Some have

understood this as a differentia specifica distinguishing a golden
censer from a silver one, and in support of this, have appealed to a

passage of the Talmud, according to which, there were many silver

censers and only a single golden one at the same time also, to the

omission of the article at %pvaovv dvpiarripiov. But if the author

had intended to distinguish that one particular censer from the

many, he must precisely then have used the article. But the epithet

%pvoovv can, just as little, be a differentia specifica as is the parallel

epithet Trepi/ceKa/U^ewp TravroOev ^pvataj. Or, will the author dis-

tinguish the gilt lid of the covenant from a number of others, namely,
of covenant lids not gilt !

The two following considerations are unfavourable to this third

solution of the difficulty. In the first place, the holy of holies was

no store-room in which all possible vessels were kept ; though it

were granted, then, that there was a particular golden censer which

was specially set apart for the incense on the day of atonement in

the holy of holies (Lev. xvi. 12, seq.), this censer would still not be

kept, the whole year through, in the holy of holies, as in that case,

the high priest must needs have entered into the holy of holies be-

fore the formal presentation of the sacrifice in order to bring out

the censer. But, in the second place, it is purely inconceivable that

our author should have passed over the altar <5f incense, this essen-

tial part of the sacred furniture, and have mentioned, instead of it,

any kind of incense vessel whatever ! Tholuck, it is true, observes

that Josephus, in describing the entrance of Pompey into the tem-

ple (ant. xiv. 4, 4) mentions, among the objects which Poinpey saw

in the holy place, merely the table, the candlestick, and censers;

these, however, were certainly not placed upon the ground, but

standing on the altar of incense, so that, from this passage of Jose-



492 HEBREWS IX. 2-5.

phus, it can in nowise be inferred, that at the time of Pompey there

was no longer any altar of incense. But granted even, that there

was then, in reality, no altar of incense, still our author speaks not

of the temple, least of all of the temple as it existed after the cap-

tivity, but of the tabernacle. Aaron's rod and the pot of manna
were no longer in the temple (they were not there since the time of

Solomon, 1 Kings viii. 9), and yet the author does not omit to men-
tion them !

We need, in fact, to have recourse to none of these artificial ex-

pedients. The solution is exceedingly simple. The altar of in-

cense stood, indeed, in the holy place, but referred to the holy of

holies. (So, substantially, already Mynster and Olshauseu). The
smoke of the incense was not intended to spread backwards, in

order to dim the light of the candlestick, or to impart an aromatic

flavour to the shew-bread, but was intended to penetrate into the

holy of holies, as a symbol of worship and homage. Now, our au-

thor, as has already been observed, mentions all these things, not

with the aim of giving a local description, but in order to shew

(ver. 6, seq.) how the entire cultus of the tabernacle divided itself

into two parts, which pointed to a future union and reconciliation.

Regarded from this point of view, the table of shewbread and the

candlestick, the cultus of which consisted in their being symbolical
of the relative covenant services of the people belonged to the holy

place ;
the altar of incense, however, the smoke of which referred

to the God present in the holy of holies, and in which the total re-

sult of the entire cultus of the tabernacle was represented, belonged
most properly to the holiest of all, although it stood before the en-

trance to it (just as the sign-board of a shop, although outside the

shop door, yet belongs not to the street, but to the shop). Nor was

this a refinement first invented by the author of this epistle, for in

Ex. xxx. 6, it had already been expressly said, that the altar of in-

cense, although without the vail, was yet to stand " before the ark

of the covenant," (mean ":sV) ; nay, in 1 Kings vi. 22, this connex-

ion of the altar of incense with the holy of holies is yet more

strongly expressed in the words -nq-V ">N Srp8.^. By what other

word could the author render this V than by ?XKIV ? We are

under no necessity to understand t%ev in a local sense. Being in a

place locally, the author everywhere expresses, vers. 2-4, by the

preposition KV
(t-v $); while tyeiv is used in a local sense just as little

in ver. 1 as in ver. 4. We therefore render the words thus :

" the

holy of holies, to which the golden altar of incense belonged." The

author had the less reason to shrink from this use of the ^nv, as he

might well take it for granted that the local position of those ves-

sels was familiar to all his readers
; and, moreover, ver. 7 shewed

that it was not unknown to himself.
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'Ev % o-d\Lvo<; xpvaij, etc. It will be necessary to inquire here,

first, whether the pot of manna together with Aaron's rod, really

stood in the ark of the covenant, and then, why these two objects,

which had no significance in respect to the cultus of the tabernacle,

are here mentioned.

With regard to the first of these questions, the passages Ex.

xvi. 33
;
Numb. xvii. 10 ; and 1 Kings, viii. 9, have been strangely

referred to in support of the view, that those two things had their

place not in, but before, or beside the ark of the covenant. The
two first of these passages, it is said, expressly affirm that they were

placed before the ark
;
the third as expressly denies that they were

placed in the ark. But the very opposite of this is true. In Ex.

xvi. 33. it is said, quite generally, that Jehovah commanded Moses

to lay up njrn \iBV a pot full of manna for a memorial. Now, so

much, certainly, is true, that this expression does not positively
affirm that the pot of manna was to be laid precisely in the ark of

the covenant, for niir> >saV is often used of any one who enters into

the holy of holies, nay, even into the tabernacle and its fore-court
;

and so, when it is said of Moses, he came mrjv-
'isV, it is assuredly

not meant that he went into the ark of the covenant. But neither

does that expressionforbid our associating it with the holy of holies,

and the ark of the covenant. And, if the pot of manna was kept
at all in the holy of holies, it must have been kept in the ark of the

covenant
; for, placed on the ground, it would soon have been spoiled

(it is not to be forgotten that the tabernacle was daily moved from

place to place), and there was no niche in the wall, as the wall con-

sisted of hangings. Now, as the ark was the only vessel in the holy
of holies, it is reasonable to suppose, that the pot of manna would

have its place nowhere else than in it.

If we are led to this conclusion already, a priori from Ex. xvi.

33, it is expressly confirmed, with respect to the pot of manna by
ver. 34, and with respect to Aaron's rod, by Numb. xvii. 10. For

it is said there, of both these objects, that they were laid rnyn r:s&

"before the testimony." Expositors have yet to produce a passage
in which the ark was designated by my. The ark is called i^n or

tens ['.-IN, rnsn pis ;
on the other hand, rnj> is always, and every-

where, used to designate the decalogue or the tables of the law,

which, as is well known, lay in the ark. If now, for example, I

have a microscope standing in a press, and I were to say, I have laid

some article before the microscope, no rational man would under-

stand me to say that I had laid it upon the ground, before the press

in which the microscope stands, but every one would understand that

I have laid it in the press, and before the microscope there. Just so

is it with the pot of manna and Aaron's rod. If they were laid be-

fore the tables of the law then must they have been placed on the



494 HEBREWS IX. 2-5.

same level with these, therefore on the bottom of the ark, not on

the ground hefore the ark. Bleek himself admits it to he possible

(ii. p. 458) that Ex. xxx. (I may have the meaning, that the altar of

incense, because it was M-srn
rjuV, stood in the holy of holies, not-

withstanding its being expre.-sly said shortly be ton; that it stood
" before the vail," and yet. he all at once repudiates the very nat-

ural interpretation <.f Kx. xvi. .'U, that the pot of manna and Aaron's

rod, because rr?n r?E-?, had their place in the ark.

We have -till to look at the passage in 1 Kings viii. 9. It is

here said, certainly, that "
there was nothing in the ark except the

two tables," but what time is it that is here spoken of? The time

of Solomon ! Now, that in the time of Solomon the golden pot of

manna and Aaron's rod should have been lost will not seriously sur-

prise any one. Had not the ark been long in the hands of the Phil-

istines, and carried about from place to place ? Might not the

Philistines have thrown aside the seemingly worthless rod of Aaron,
and taken away the more valuable pot of manna ? Let us now,

however, inquire finally, why then in general the circumstance is

mentioned in 1 Kings viii. 9, that in Solomon's time, when the ark

was brought into the temple,
"
nothing vfa&'m it save the two tab'e-v'

Certainly not for the purpose of obviating any idea that there might,

perhaps, be in the ark, besides these, some bowls, plates, caps, etc.,

etc. It is quite evident that the statement has then only a meaning
when it is supposed, that there was something else besides the tables

belonging properly to the ark, which one might justly and reason-

ably e-xpi-ct to find in it. Now, let any one search through the whole

of the Old Testament, and he will be able to discover no other ob-

jects that could be expected in the ark besides the tables, except
the pot of manna and Aaron's rod mentioned in Ex. xvi. and Num.
xvii. Thus, then, the passage 1 Kings viii. 9 speaks not of what

belonged to the ark in Moses' time, but of what was found in it in

the time of Solomon. With an emphasis expressive of surprise, it

is observed, that " the tables only were found in it," i. e.
}
that the

pot of manna and Aaron's rod had been lost. ^This very passage,

therefore, contains a decided testimony, that both of these objects,

so long as they yet existed, had their place in the ark of the cove-

nant. The second question is, why the author, in general, nu'iifin*

these objects which, in reference to the cultus, had no special signi-

ficance ? In ver. 5 he says cxpre.-sly, that, in so iiir as his object

was concerned, he might pass over the more particular description

of the cherubim
; surely then, he must have had a special re

for not passing over the pot of manna and Aaron's rod. This

reason consisted, on the one hand, perhaps in this, that he wished

to shew how, in the innermost sanctuary, there were not merely
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the tables of the law but also memorials of Divine miracles of

mercy ;* on the other hand, however, and chiefly, in this, that the

manna which fell from heaven, and the miraculous budding al-

mond branch of Aaron formed a contrast with the ordinary earthly

products of the land which were daily and weekly brought to the

holy place.

The cherubic forms mentioned in ver. 5, which (two in num-

ber) were brought to the mercy-lid, have no independent symboli-
cal signification. They served only the aesthetical purpose of me-

diating between the accusing testimony which lay beneath them,
and the cloud that hovered above them, in which God at times

manifested himself. Thus, below, they formed, as it were, the

guardians who kept watch over the records of the law, and, above,
with their wings they formed, as it were, the throne upon which

the cloud of revelation moved when it appeared. Hence, as Tho-

luck rightly observes, God is spoken of in the Psalms now, as
" he who sitteth on the cherubim ;" again,

" a throne of the glory

of the Lord" is spoken of, i. e., a throne of that cloud, from

which it is evident that the cloud, when it appeared, appeared over

the cherubim. (The rabbinical doctrine of the " Shekinah" is fab-

ulous only in so far as they considered this cloud to hover perma-
nently over the cherubim. In opposition to this comp. 1 Kings viii.

10, but on the other side also Ex. xxv. 22
;
Num. vii. 89

;
1 Sam.

iv. 4, and 22
;
2 Sam. vi. 2). The genitive 66^g is, therefore, also

(with Hammond, Deyling, Braun, Scbottgen, Michaelis, Bohme,
Tholuck. Bleek, etc.), to be explained of the cloud which, indeed,

is in the Old Testament frequently called rtMn. They are called
' cherubim of glory," because they bore " the glory of the Lord."

Beza, Kuinoel, Olshausen, and others, have taken 66^ as the gen.

expressive of quality (" glorious cherubim"), but to what purpose
would be such a predicate here, as in its vague generality would not

even be parallel with the descriptive epithets golden, overlaid ivith

gold, ver. 4 ?

Vers. 6, 7. The author having thus noticed the construction of

the tabernacle, proceeds to consider the significance and designation
of its two compartments. And in vers. 6, 7, he simply notices the

acts of worship which were performed in each. 'H Trpwi?/ aKrjvrj, as

at ver. 2 the holy place, kia-rravrog is explained by the antithesis

drra^ rov evtavrov, and signifies, therefore, not continually, absolutely
without interruption, but without such interruptions as, according
to ver. 7, characterised the worship in the holy of holies, which was

* Olshausen finds in the pot of manna a symbol of the heavenly spiritual bread of life,

in Aaron's rod (less happily) a symbol of regeneration. Comp. on this our remarks on

the words re^etorepaf aKyvrjc infra ver. 11.
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performed only once in the year. The acts of worship in the holy

place were performed, in part, daily, and, in part, weekly. Daily
the high priest presented the offering of incense on the altar of in-

cense, daily was the candlestick supplied with the oil : while the

show-bread was laid out weekly. The pres. elaiaaiv (comp. ver. 9,

Kcupbg tveoruSj TrpooQepovrat) can he explained only by the supposition,

that when the Epistle to the Hebrews was written, the Old Testa-

ment temple worship was still in existence, consequently, that this

epistle was written before the destruction of Jerusalem. In the de-

scription of the construction of the sanctuary, the author, for a very

intelligible reason, has not had in view the Herodian temple, but

has adhered to the description given in the Pentateuch of the orig-

inal sanctuary, the tabernacle
; here, however, when he speaks of

the acts of worship, he describes them, with equal reason, as still

continuing; for the acts had remained the same, and also the dis-

tinction between the holy place and the holy of holies, changed only
in its outward form, had been maintained unaltered in the temples
of Solomon, Zerubbabel, and Herod.

The high priest went once every year into the holy of holies.

It is needlessly asked, whether the high priest, on the great day
of atonement, did not enter twice in succession into the holy of

holies. He certainly did this, as we learn, not merely from Philo,

but also from Lev. xvi. 12-14, and ver. 15 ;f but this is not in con-

tradiction to our passage. Our author himself indicates in the

words, for his own sins and the sins of the people, that this act,

which was done once in the year, consisted of two parts. On

dyvo^arwv comp. what is said at chap. v. 2.

Yer. 8-10. From the fact that the worship of the tabernacle

consisted of two parts, as described in ver. 6-7, the author infers,

in ver. 8, that the division of the tabernacle into titio parts, as des-

cribed in ver. 1-5, implied an imperfection. This inference, how-

ever, finds its link of connexion and its explanation in the relative

sentence ver. 9, 10. The connexion of the thought as a whole is

very subtle, and can be apparent and intelligible only to those who
have understood all that lies in ver. 6, 7. For ver. 6, 7 has a two-

fold reference. In it, first of all (as is quite evident), the section

V. 1-10 on the construction of the tabernacle is brought to a close,

and an inference drawn backwards from the service of the taber-

* Bleek infers on the contrary, from the connection of the pros, with the words

rovruv 6t OVTUC, etc., that the author must have believed that all the things which ho

names were still to be found in the temple I Why does Bleek not go just a step farther,

and charge the author with believing that there wad as yet no temple, but that the old

tabernacle was .-till ."lauding?

f The statement of the later Maimonidcs, that tho high priest entered into the holy

of holies four times on that day, is of no value against tho testimony of Philo.
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nacle to its construction and destination. But in this verse, also,

the way is prepared, at the same time, for the idea which follows,

that the Old Testament sanctuary as a whole was merely of a re-

lative character. In ver. 6, 7 then, first of all, notice is taken of

the difference between the (relatively) holy place and (absolutely)

holy of holies, and then it is at the same time also indicated, that,

just on account of this distinction, the tabernacle as a whole was
of a merely relative character in comparison with the New Testa-

ment fulfilment. First, notice is taken of the distinction between

the (relatively) holy place and the (absolutely) holy of holies. In

the one place there was a daily service
;

this service is not more

particularly described here, but its general character appears from

the antithetical expression in ver. 7, not without blood. The ser-

vice in the holy place was without blood ; the priest brought oil

and bread, never an offering of blood. No atoning act was ever

performed in the holy place, but always only a representation of the

occasional relative holiness or conformity to the law.

But what follows from this distinction ? That the people were

relatively holy, but regarded from an absolute point of view, were

unholy, and remained so in spite of the atonement which was re-

peated every year. (Comp. the preceding general observations on

ver. 2.) It followed, therefore, in other words, from the continued

existence of a holy place (a symbol of relative holiness) side by side

with the holy of holies, the place of atonement, that the atonement

itself was as yet merely relative, that the true place of atonement

had not yet been opened, or that " the place of atonement had not

yet been truly opened."
What is subjoined to this by means of the gen. absolute (" in-

asmuch as the Holy Ghost thereby showed,") is easy and intelligi-

ble. That Holy Ghost, according to whose eternal plan (comp.

chap. viii. 5), the tabernacle was built, intended to indicate by the

separation between the holy place and the holy of holies, a second,
& further truth (besides the distinction of relative holiness and ab-

solute atonement), namely, that here, in the tabernacle, the absolute

also was as yet relative.

This is the idea in ver. 8. "Kyia (comp. ver. 3), the holy of

holies ;
the genitive is the genitive of direction (as in Matt. x. 5

;

LXX., 2 Sam. xviii. 23.) The way into the holiest of all was not

opened (literally, not yet shown, revealed*), the holiest of all was

* The author seems here to allude to the event, recorded in Matt, xxvii. 51. Other-

wise, he would have said simply : firjTru uveuxdf/vai TTJV TUV ayiuv 666v. But, in the

manner in which he expresses himself, he points to a time when an event had not yet
taken place, which, again, only emblematically indicated the opening up of the way.
" At that time," he says, "it had not yet been shown by God (as has now been done)
that the way into the holiest of all is open."

VOL. VI 32.

\
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still shut
; consequently the access to fellowship with God still

prevented, the separation still subsisting, man not yet truly recon-

<//<(/. Why so? How does this follow from what is said in ver.

6, 7 ? Various conjectures have been made in reply to this, instead

of attention being directed to the fact, that the idea which is pre-

supposed as the connecting link between the major proposition and

the conclusion is first expressed in ver. 9. Some have found the

vis conclusions in this, that the existence of a holy place separate

from the holy of holies pointed to the distinction between priests

and the laity, (but the existence of a holy of holies, as distinguish-

ed merely from the fore-court, would have pointed to the same dis-

tinction, even had there been no rrpwr;/ fnn\vr] between.) Others

sought the vis conclusions in this, that a chamber which lias an

antechamber, cannot be said to be an open chamber ! or in this,

that it was not open, because the high priest alone might enter into

it (but the question still recurs, whether this had any connection

with the existence of a nptorr] CTKT/V;/.) Others, again, sought the

ris conclusionis in the vail which separated the holy place from the

holy of holies, (but this vail is only the manifest separation itself be-

tween the two aKT)val<; nothing, therefore, is thereby explained.) The
true reason is given by the author himself in ver. 9. The holy place
stands locally related to the holiest of allJust as, in respect of time,

the tabernacle as a whole is related to the priestly service of Christ :

nptoTT) OKTjvrj : ayia dyiw = [npu-7] OKTJVIJ + ayia dytwv] : Christ.

The holy place was a symbolical representation of relative holi-

ness, outward conformity to the law, while the holy of holies was a

symbolical representation of the re-establishment of the absolute re-

lation between the merely sinful people and the absolutely holy
God. If, now, the holy of holies hod been a true holy of holies, if

it had truly answered its purpose and truly opened the way of access

to a real and true fellowship with God, then the people had been a

truly redeemed and sanctified people, nor would there have been

any state of merely relative, outward, typical holiness which needed

to be represented in the holy place. From the fact, therefore, that

there was still a state of typical, relative holiness to be rejrresented,

i. e., that there was such a state, the author is fully warranted in

drawing the inference, that the absolute restoration of the relation

to God (the place of which was the holy of holies) had not yet IMM-H

really and truly attained and wrought out, but that this absolute

relation to God was even in the holy of holies only represented, only

typically shadowed forth. Or, as he expresses it in ver. 8, the en-

trance to the presence and fellowship of God was not yet truly

open.
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The connexion of the ideas may. very simply be made evident

in the following way :

ITptoTT? OKTJVIJ dyia dyiuv

Eepresentation of Kepresentation
relative holiness. of absolute perfection.

Mere representation : New Test, fulfilment.

Or : because, in the holiest of all, the restoration of the absolute

relation to God was merely represented (for the relative conformity
to the law still subsisted side by side with it, and was still the ob-

ject of representation side ~by side with it, namely, in the irpuTT)

(TKT/VT?), the holiest of all itself was therefore not yet of an absolute

but of a relative character. As the holy place, in a local respect,

stands related, to the holy of holies, so does the latter stand related,

in respect of time, to the fulfilment in Christ.

Let us now see whether the author has really adduced this ar-

gument in ver. 9, 10.

In ver. 9 he says plainly and pointedly, the rrpwr^ aicTjvr) is a

7rapa/3oA?7 (* e
-, likeness, comp. chap. xj. 19, denoting, however, as

well the figurative representation of a thing in words as in things)

7rapa/3oA?/ of the present time, in which the Old Testament sacri-

fices are still presented. That Jjrig refers to np^rr) OKTJV-)] should

never have been doubted.* What the author means by the "
pres-

ent time" is made plain by the relative clause icad' ov dwpa, etc.

A, B, and D, it is true, have the reading tcad' ?/v (scil. Trapaj3o^v),

and Lachmann, Olshausen, and Bleek, give the preference to this

reading. But how forced would be the idea thus obtained :

" the

anterior tent which was a figure of the present time, according to

which figure sacrifices were brought !" In what sense was the

presentation of the sacrifices performed in accordance with the

figure which was represented in the -n-pwr?/ nKr\vf\ f Tbere were no

sacrifices at all offered in the Trpom/ CTKT/VTJ ! Moreover, the reading

fjv would deprive the expression b Kaipbg 6 tveorug of all its clearness

and definiteness
; for, separated from its relative clause, this ex-

pression might denote, as well the New Testament, as the Old
Testament time. We may, therefore confidently suppose that the

reading r\v owes its existence to an error in the writing, or a mis-

understanding. We therefore adhere to the reading naff ov, and

thus get the necessary determination of the idea 6 itaipbs 6 Kveorug.

The author might have called the time of the Old Testament tem-

* Erasmus and others, among whom is Bengel, have explained the r/rtf as connected

by attraction with 7rcpa/3oAj?, so that f/rif would stand for o, n. The existence of a

irpu-T] aKTiVTi before the holy of holies is a figure of the time when the author wrote, in

so far, namely, as at that time the Israelitish theocracy, which still subsisted, formed as it

were the outward space for the Christianity that had arisen in its bosom. Ingenious but

artificial 1
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pie worship also
" the past," and lie would doubtless have so desig-

nated it had he intended to speak from his own point of view, but,
with practical wisdom, he here speaks from the stand-point of his

readers who still joined in the temple worship, and for whom, there-

fore, the period of the sacrifices did not yet belong to the past. In

another antithesis 6 aiwv 6 kvearus (Gal. i. 4) is used.

Thus, then, the holy place is called a figure of the Old Testa-

ment time, the time of the imperfect sacrifices of animals which

could not make man perfect Kara ovveidrjaiv. Zweidrjots is used here

in the widest sense
;

it denotes the inner part of man, his conscious-

ness (including certainly the conscience specially so called), and finds

its best explanation in the antithesis ver. 10.

At fiovov irl Ppufmoi, etc., it is simplest to supply the words,

dwdpevai rekeitiaai. 'Eni c. dat. denotes (as at Acts v. 35, and in

our chapter ver. 15) the object on which, or in reference to which,
the act in question is performed. Those sacrifices could make the

man complete and perfect, only in that which concerned meat, drink,

and washing ;
i. e., the purity which was thereby obtained was no

other than that Levitical, that typical outwan I purity which was

acquired and maintained by observing the laws and ordinances

about meats and washings.

Hence, those 6&pd re. nai Ovaiai are called also duuufyurra oapKos

(comp. what is said at ver. 1) ordinances of the flesh, of the old

natural man, the |w avflpwirof (Comp. 2 Cor. iv. 16). That the

reading diKai^ara, authorised by all the versions (only cod. D reads

,
deserves the preference before the received reading KOI

i (so Olshausen reads), is already established on external

grounds. (So also Mill, Bengel, Griesbach, Tholuck, Knapp, Lach-

mann, Schulz. How easily may the reading dutaiufiaoi have arisen

from a copier mechanically and carelessly putting it in the same

case with the preceding words.) On external grounds, also, the

reading diKatufiara is the more suitable
;
for diKatufiara is much too

general an idea to form a fourth co-ordinate class along with meats,

drinks, and washings. Besides, no one knew how emitti/ieva was to

be construed
;
this nom. plur. neuter must be taken as an appo-

sition to the nom. plur. fern, (tjj dwdpevai I If, now, we read diitaiu-

fiara, the simplest way will be to understand this word as in ap-

position to dtipd re KOI Ovaiai. (It is unnecessary to take it as an

anacolotithic apposition to the datives). *Tnuteipeva fitxpi naipov

diopO&aeug, the ordinances of sacrifice were enjoined until the time

of a better state of things. This time forms the antithesis to

*
Grotius, Bcngel, Olshausen, Block, Do Wotte, and others, give to liri the significa-

tion together with, which it nowhere has. It signifies in addition to this and that, but not

together with this and that. And what could bo meant by the /lorop? "The sacrifices

which could not make inwardly perfect only in addition to meats, drinks and wasliings"

what does that moan ?
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naipb$ Kvearug. The expression diopOuae^ explains itself from chap.
viii. 8, s. ; it is the time when God had promised to make a better

covenant.

If now we look back on the connexion of the thought in ver.

9, 10, and, tracing it backwards, resolve it into its particular parts,
we find them to be as follows :

1. In the Old Testament time sacrifices and gifts were brought
which do not make the inner man perfect, righteous, and holy, but

produce only that Levitical parity, that state of outward conformity
to the law, which is especially shewn also in the observance of the

laws and commandments respecting meats and washings (ver. 10).

2. The TipwTT/ aKfjvrj with its service is a figure of this relative,

because typical, holiness (while, in the holiest of all, the restoration

of the absolute relation to God is represented) (ver. 9).

3. The fact, however, of there being such a relative holiness to

represent (consequently, that the absolute is not yet in existence,
but is only typically represented even in the holy of holies), involves

the inference (ver. 8), that the true way of access to God does not

yet stand open, that the holy of holies itself still belongs to the cat-

egory of the relative and the typical. Thus, we find that reason in

proof of the proposition in ver. 8, which we mentioned above as the

right one, actually expressed and developed by the author.

But, it having thus been made out, that the holy of holies itself

also was merely relative and typical, this idea leads, forthwith, to a

new theme, to the comparison of the New Testament act of atone-

ment with the Old Testament acts of atonement.

SECTION THIKD.

THE SERVICE OF THE TABERNACLE. THE BLOOD OF THE BULLOCKS

AND THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.

(ix. 11-x. 18.)

IN this section the author, first of all, lays down tne principal

theme, ver. 11, 12, namely, that Christ has offered his own blood.

From this it follows 1, vers. 13, 14, tliat his sacrifice was of

an internal, spiritual character
; 2, vers. 15-24, a sacrifice by which

the new covenant promised, chap. viii. 8, seq., was ratified
; 3, ver.

25-chap. x. 10, one which needed not to be repeated. In chap,
x. 11-18 all the fundamental ideas of the whole part are reca-

pitulated.

Vers. 11, 12. By means of the particle de the idea in ver. 11
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forms an antithesis, first of all, certainly, to the immediately pre-

ceding train of thought ver. 7, seq., Christ is introduced in opposi-
tion to the high priest, but thereby, at the same time, also an an-

tithesis to the whole preceding section, vers. 1-10. Xay this de

points not exactly to the 7th verse, where there is no ftsv to corres-

pond with it, but to the fiv of the first verse which logically cor-

responds to it. True, the old covenant also had a sanctuary ; but,

(as was shewn in ver. 1-10), even the holy of holies in this sanctu-

ary was no true holy of holies. Christ, on the contrary, as the true

high priest, has entered into the true holy of holies through a better

tabernacle, in order to effect a not merely relative, and typical, but

an eternal redemption.
This idea forms, however, only the transition to the new theme.

This new theme lies in the words of the 12th verse : by his own

Hood ; for it is this idea which is afterwards further developed, and

which forms the proper subject of the section.

Three points are contained in the period ver. 11, 12 : a, Christ

is the present high priest of existing good things ; b, Christ has en-

tered through the perfect tabernacle into the holy of holies, and that,

c, by his oivn blood. The two first points form the transition.

Let us consider the first. Hapayevopevog dp%ipev$ rtiv yevonHvw

dyaOujv forms an apposition to the subject Xpiorog. Critics are not,

indeedj agreed upon this construction. Tholuck, Bleek, and others

place Topayevo/ievo? in apposition to the predicate elaTjWev}
and re-

solve TTapayevofievos daijWev into irapeytveTO KOI daijWev :

" But Christ

has appeared as a high priest of ... good things and entered,

etc." Meanwhile, not to say that such an emphatic announcement

is more of a modern cast than in accordance with the plain and

homely style of the New Testament, even in a grammatical point of

view it is to be objected to this construction, that the -apayeronevog

would then have to stand first, and the sentence to run thus :

Hapayevopevos tie 6 Xpiorb^, 6 dp^iepevg}
etc. It will therefore bo bet-

ter, even on this ground, to connect Trapayevo/ievog with dp%tepevf as

an adjectival attribute, and to bring this again into apposition with

the subject of the sentence. Still stronger reasons than this, how-

ever, are furnished by the sentiment itself. But before we can at-

tend to these, we must first determine the reading. The reading
wavers between r&v yevofievuv dyad&v and rdv fiekAovTiov dyadtiv.

The former reading is found in cod. B and D, in Lat. D. E., in the

Peshito, the Philoxen., and in Chrysostom and (Ecumenius. It is

certainly also a very ancient reading, which soon gave place gener-

ally to the easier reading /UCAAOVTW^. Bleek thinks that yevofj-evuv

may have easily arisen from a mistake of the transcriber, on account

of the rrapayevofievo^ preceding, but would such a mistake have spread

through so many families of MSS. (Peshito, B, D, Philoxen.) ?
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It is far more comprehensible that the more difficult

should have been misunderstood, and the copier have confidently put

[iehkov-uv in its stead, because, in chap. x. 1 also, "future good

things" are spoken of. But in chap. x. 1 jueAAdvrwv is suitable
;

here, however, it is by no means suitable. In chap. x. 1 it is said of

the Old Testament that this and that were types of the New Testa-

ment good things ; here, on the contrary, it is meant to be said of

Christ that he did not, like the holy of holies in the tabernacle,

point merely typically to a future salvation, but that he brought
about the fulfilment of this salvation. Me/lAcvrwv dyaO&v as said in

reference to Christ would only then be tolerable, if here (as for ex-

ample at chap. vi. 5) the antithesis were between the present suffer-

ings of the church and its future glory, or between the present faith

and the future vision. But nothing of this is said, even in the

remotest degree, in the passage before us. The author does not

speak here (as in chap. iv. 1 and 9) of this, that it is the privilege

of the Christian to hope also for something future, but he mentions

in vers. 12 and 14 only such good things belonging to the Christian

as had already been, once for all, obtained for him. In one word,
he places the true high priest who has in his hand the already
secured and existing good things of grace, in opposition to the Old

Testament high priest who had only to fulfil the emblems and types
of future good things. We therefore give the decided preference

(with Lachrnann) to the reading ysvopevuv, and then it will be self-

evident that we must connect -rrapayevo^svog with dpxiepevg as its

adjective. The Old Testament high priest was not present as

regards the salvation to which his service referred, and as little was

he present in regard to those for whom he was to make atonement;
but he performed the duties of his office separated, in respect of

place, from the people, in respect of time, from the salvation alone

in the holy of holies. Nor was he present as regards God, but

represented the people only in the place where God was symbolically

present. Christ, on the contrary, is, in every respect, a present high

priest, present, as regards his Father, to whom he has entered into

the true heavenly holy of holies; present, as regards his people, with

whom he is always, even unto the end of the world, after having
once appeared on the earth for their salvation; present, as regards
the salvation, which he does not need to look for from the future.

The second idea lies in the words "
through the greater and more

perfect tabernacle," etc. We have here that use of the article which

might best be termed the proleptical; the idea is properly this: by
a tabernacle which (of the two) is the better. Similarly Acts ii. 47,

rrpoaeriOei rovg au&pKvovg,
" the Lord added such to the church as

(then and on this account) belonged to the saved." John iii. 10, av

el 6 dtddonakoc; rov 'lopar^,
" thou art one (such a one) who stands
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here before us as the teacher of Israel." Compare also Heb. xii. 25.

The import of the clause is this : Christ entered into the holy of

holies by a more perfect tabernacle than that was by which the Old
Testament high priests entered into the holy of holies. (By the

OKTJVT'] is, of course, to be understood specially the Trpwr?; aKi}vi], as

it is distinguished from the holy of holies.) In what respects that

holy place by which Christ entered into the holy of holies was better

than the holy place of the Mosaic tabernacle, is now shewn in the

words not made with hands, that is, not belonging to this creation.

In opposition to the Mosaic, typical first tabernacle is placed a real

first tabernacle, which bears the same analogous relation to the Mosaic

as the New Testament holy of holies into which Christ entered,
bears to the Mosaic holy of holies. This npu>rr) ovop//, is not de-

scribed positively, but negatively, namely, as one " not made with

hands, that is, not belonging to this creation." If this last clause.

that is, not belonging, etc., were not there, one might be contented

to understand this rebeio-epa OK.I\VI\ (with Zuingle, Bucer, Tholuck,

Bleek, and the most of commentators) of the canopy of heaven (the

sidereal heavens) through which Christ passed into the upper

heaven, into the sphere of glorified corporality, subject to no death

or change.* But that clause which is added renders every explana-
tion of this kind impossible. Moreover the parallel itself between

the heavens and the Mosaic np&-r\ aK.t\vi\ would be altogether without

significance or meaning. In what would the analogy between tho

two anTjvai consist ? At most it might be said, that there is an

analogy in the outward circumstance, that the Mosaic -n^-i\ OKTJVTJ

stood locally outside of the Mosaic holy of holies, and the visible

heavens are outside of the heavenly holy of holies ! But such frigid

parallelisms are not in accordance with our author's manner. Wo
must rather seek the key to the solution of ver. 11 in the profound
and subtle thoughts of vers. 8-10. It was there shown that the

Mosaic holy of holies was itself only typical; the antithesis Letiveen

the Mosaic and the heavenly holy of holies, is essentially not so much
one ofplace, as rather of time and quality ; it is not the heaven

viewed as a place that makes the true holy of holies, but the heaven

and throne of God as the scene of the finished true atonement and

reconciliation of God with man. The true and proper antithesis

between the Mosaic and the heavenly holy of holies is that between the

prophetic type of an atonement and the actualfulfilment of it. Now
the opposition between the Mosaic rrpwr?/ anr\vi'\ and the re^eio-t-pa

(npuTTj) (jn-f\vr\ must be analogous to this. We have here, as it were,

a question in proportion to solve

*
Calov, Vriemont, and others explain it most unsuitably of the New Testament church.

This was rather first founded by Christ's entrance into the holy of holies. How then can

be have gone thither through it ?
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(Mos. holy of holies : heavenly holy of holies.= Mos. holy place : X.)

The Mosaic holy place symbolically represented that relative,

temporary, outward, purity, conformity to the law and holiness

which was described in ver. 10. The true, moral, inward holiness

must form the antithesis to the symbolically holy place the tiling

to its emblem. Is the holy of holies into which Christ entered not

the place in heaven viewed as a place, but the act of his exaltation

and the time of his being exalted, then will also the np^rrj aK,t\vr\^

through which he passed into his state of exaltation, be not a place
but an act and a time,. In ver. 9 the Mosaic holy place was actually
called a figure of the time of the old covenant. Through that time

in which the old covenant with its ordinances still subsisted Christ

has passed, inasmuch as he was made under the law; his act of

passing through this state, his act of living in a state of humiliation,

i.
e., therefore, his perfect inward fulfilment of the law, or nis holy

life, was the reXeiorepa oKrjvij through which he passed into his state

of exaltation.* The real fact of holiness (in the life of Jesus upon

earth) stands opposed to the symbolical representation of holiness in

the Mosaic npuTTj oKrjvrj. All that was emblematically represented in

the Mosaic holy place has by him been actually accomplished. Was
the earthly shewbread laid out there he was the bread of life that

came down from heaven; did the candlestick burn there with earthly

oil he was the light of the world. Nay, we can now, for the first

time, rightly understand why the author at ver. 4 has not omitted

to mention also the pot of manna and Aaron's rod. Did the pot of

manna in the holy of holies point to a better bread than the earthly

shewbread, to a bread from heaven Christ was this better bread

from heaven. Did Aaron's rod reviving again from a state of death

point to a new life out of death Christ brought, and was, this Hie

which arose out of death, and gave life again to dead humanity.
The third idea, not by blood, etc., does not need here a more

detailed explanation, as the author himself developes it, in the form

of a new theme, in the verses which follow. The following points

only, are briefly to be noticed. Side by side with the absolutely

holy life of Christ as the passage through the Ttvtaorepa Trpwr^ OK,if\vr\

stands the holy death of Christ (together with his resurrection and

ascension) as the entrance into the eternal holy of holies. The did

is, of course, not to be taken in a local sense here (as if Christ had

passed to the Father through his blood poured out, and then every-
where diffused, as certain old Lutheran theologians have explained);
this is inadmissible, already on the ground, that in the words 6t'

alfiarog rpdyuv nal [loo^v the did cannot evidently be so understood.

The did is to be understood in an instrumental sense. Alfia stands

*
Augustine, Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Bengel, and others, approximate the true expla-

nation when by the Te^eiorepa cKrjvii they understand the body of Christ.
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by me tonyme for
" death" (as the Heb. 67); the death of the victim

was the condition, and, in so far, the means, of being permitted to

enter into the holy of holies. The adverb t-0arra introduces a natu-

ral consequence of what has been said. Types must, from their

nature, be ever repeated until their fulfilment. The fulfilment

itself needs no repetition, just because it is the fulfilment, i.
e., the

adequate satisfaction of the existing need. An explanation of

<f>diraJ- lies in the words aluviav Avrpumv etydpevof. Evpdjuevof is a

part. aor. 2 formed after the analogy of aor. 1
;
an Alexandrine

peculiarity of dialect which had already passed into the LXX., and

had thence been imparted to the idiom of the Hellenists (Jews and

Jewish Christians who spoke Greek). Eipm/co) in the sense of "to

discover, to bring to pass," occurs also at Rom. vii. 18. Avrpumg

signifies literally ransoming, used of a slave who lias no money
wherewith to redeem himself, and for whom, therefore, another pays
the ransom in his stead (hence substitution is the principal idea in

Vers. 13, 14. The third of the ideas contained in vers. 11, 12,

namely, that Christ has by hi* uicit Hood opened the true entrance

to the holy of holies, is now further explained. What is said in

vers. 13, 14 is mainly substantially this : The animal sacrifices give
outwardpurity ; the moral sacrifice of Christ j>>/r/J/<

* tin- c<>n*rience.

These two members, however, are not simply placed antithetically

to each other, but in the form of an inference a minori ad majus
(el Trdaw /uaA/tov), The form of this inference is confirmed by this,

that the Levitieal symbolical purity followed from the sprinkling of

the blood of animals by an infernal necessity fur inferior to that

with which the real cleansing of the inner man results from the

sacrifice of Christ. The causal connexion between the means of

purification and the purification is, in the one case, much more loose,

more arbitrary, because it is symbolical, while the cleansing of the

conscience from dead works by the sacrifice of Christ is effected by
a necessity of the inmost and strongest kind.

1'ass we, now, to the particular parts of the first member of the

sentence. Tpdyoi, goats, were offered by the high priest for the peo-

ple, ravpoij bulls, for himself (Lev. xvi. 6-11). Besides these, also,

the ashes of the (reddish) cow are mentioned (Num. xix.), by the

sprinkling of which such as had contracted uncleanness by contact

with dead bodies were made Levitically clean. One reason why the

author particularizes this ordinance was, that it afforded a special

and manifest example of the external character of the relation sub-

sisting between the means and the result. A deeper reason will ap-

pear from the antithesis in ver. 14. Of Christ it is said, ver. 14,

that he cleanses the conscience from dead works to .sr/rr ///< Huiiuj

God. The idea expressed by avveidrjais finds its explanation in ver.
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9, and the remarks there made. The opposition is that between

what is really experienced in the consciousness, and what is only

outwardly and in the outward man symbolically pourtrayed. The
inmost religious consciousness is cleansed by Christ, and that from
dead works. Many have all at once understood by these, sinful and

evil works, and have explained this, either of the cleansing from the

guilt of these evil works (justification), or of the cleansing from the

sins themselves (sanctification). Others, on the contrary, as Bleek,
understood by the dead works the outward works prescribed by the

Mosaic law, and by the cleansing from these works conversion to

Christianity. I think that both of these explanations are too nar-

row and too scholastic. The idea involved in the expression com-

prehends these two things, first, that in the state of mind of the

person to be cleansed the whole question with him is one of ivorks

(therefore of a righteousness of the law), and, secondly, that all

those works which a man does in order to acquire merit before God
are dead (i. e., not merely

"
outwardly and symbolically/' but "in-

wardly dead,"
" not proceeding from love/' and therefore "

tainted

with sin"). By the concise expression Hpya veicpd is denoted, a, not

subjective sinfulness or guilt as such, &, nor the objective deficiency
of the ceremonial law, but c, the state of heart in general of him

who, as yet, knows no other way to righteousness than that of works,
and who, therefore, as a natural unregenerate man, is able to per-
form only dead works, i. e.,

works which are viewed separately from

the disposition of the heart, works each of which by itself is con-

sidered as an objectively valuable legal tender to God, while, in

reality, it is not only imperfect and tainted with sin, but also, on

account of its standing isolated and by itself, a dead and worthless

thing. The opposite of this state of heart is that of him, who does

not at all imagine that he is able to pay God or to earn a reward

from God by particular works and meritorious acts, but who seeks

to become righteous only through Christ who has died for him and

now lives in him and whose member he now is and who., thereby,
receives the power to consecrate his whole self, his whole personal life,

to God
;
and to let himself be penetrated and sanctified by the

spirit of Christ. This state of heart includes both justification and

sanctification in their organic combination. It is denoted by the

words Aarpeveiv Oe& wvrt. Aarpeveiv is used in the Sept. of the holy
service of the priests and Levites, and denotes, therefore, in the New
Testament the priestly consecration and offering up of the ivhole

man to the service of God. The idea expressed by Xarpeveiv is

therefore quite different from that of dovteveiv
;
the latter signifies

dov^o^ elvai and denotes simply subjection, obedience, be it slavish

or willing ; Aarpevtiv, on the contrary, the willing priestly offering of

oneself to God. The expression living God forms a logically proper
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antithesis to dead ivorks. The unregenerate legally righteous man
sets not God before him, but rather the requirements and services of
the law; his eye is not directed immediately to the living God ;

he

does not compare himself, his whole person, with the person of the

living God, he sees not his personal organic corruption in the

mirror of the Divine holiness
;
but he measures and compares him-

self only with the particular isolated requirements of the law, and

directs his regard and attention only to his particular, falsely sup-

posed meritorious, works, and feels perfectly satisfied if he only has

performed a certain number of such ivorks. The regenerate man
;

on the contrary gives up his own personality to the person of the

living God.

It will now, moreover, be evident why the author has in ver. 13

mentioned particularly the ashes of the heifer. There, it was a

(Levitically outward) cleansing that was effected from contamination

caused by contact with the dead bodies of others; here, it is an in-

ward and real cleansing from one's own inner death that takes place,

and a consecration of oneself to the living God.

What that act of Christ was, by which he has rendered this in-

ward purification possible, we are now told in the relative clause,

who through the eternal spirit offered himself without spot to God.

Instead of aiuviov, the reading dyiov is to be found in D, Copt.,

Basn., Vulg., Slav., and Lat. D, E, and in Chrysostom. But there

is still stronger external authority for aluviov in A, B, Peshito, Phi-

loxen., Armen., Ambrosius, Theodoret, and Theophylact ; for, be-

sides the Alexandrine and Byzantine families, there is here the oldest

authority, the Peshito, against the Italian family. Besides, it is

easy to understand how the reading dyiov may have arisen, through
a gloss or correction, in place of the more difficult aiuviov. But what,

now, does this mean : Christ has offered himself through the eternal

spirit as a spotless sacrifice to God ? These words have received

some very strange interpretations ;
Nosselt has rendered m-t^a by

victima.; Doederlein by status beatissimus
;
Storr and Olshausen

understand by -rrvevfia aluviov the heavenly life of Christ, the holy

moving principle of love in CJ^rist ;
Welcker has declared the whole

passage to be inexplicable, and supposed that the author did not

know himself what he would say, upon which Tholuck well observes:
" It is bad, indeed, when the conceit of an interpreter leads him to

impute the product of his own fancy to his author." But many,
also, of the most judicious critics, go too hastily to work, when (as

Bleek, Tholuck, and others) they all at once explain Trvevna aluviov

as synonymous with nvevpa dyiov. Bleek thinks that the Holy

Spirit has here the designation of eternal spirit,
" because he im-

parts to him in whom he dwells an eternal imperishable existence."

But in ver. 14 it is not the eternal life with God as the result of the
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jacrifice of Christ that is spoken of
;

it is Christ offering himself to

leath that is there spoken of. Tholuck and others think that the

Eoly Spirit is here designated as the impelling power which con-

strained Christ to offer himself to the death. But surely the author

must have had a reason for not saying dia -nvevnarog dyiov \ We
shall most safely escape the necessity of having recourse to such

guesses and conjectures by explaining the words in question from

their own context,, i. e., from the antithesis to ver. 13. Let us3 first

of all, suppose that the adjective aluviov is not there, then did -nvev-

fj-arog forms the simple antithesis td did aapKog. The ashes of the

heifer produced the cleansing of the flesh, because this heifer (so is

the sentence to be extended) was offered did aapKog. In this sacrifi-

cial act it wras merely the odpZ of the priest, i. e.,
the natural man,

that took part. A particular disposition or state of heart, a Trvsv^a

6eov
}
was not at all necessary in order ,to bring that offering. What-

ever the priest's internal state might be, it was enough, if he out-

wardly performed the prescribed ceremony. Christ, on the contrary,

cleanses the conscience, because he has offered himself did Trvevparog.

He was not slain through mechanical compliance with a carnal or-

dinance, i. e.,
an ordinance which every natural man is capable of

fulfilling, he was not struck down by any priest, stabbed with a

knife and burned
;
that which performed the sacrificial act in him

was his spirit (m>ev^a). His making himself by his holy life an ob-

ject of aversion and hatred to the sinful and obdurate rulers, his

patiently bearing this hatred, his not allowing himself to swerve

through fear of the persecution which threatened him on account of

this hatred from his fidelity to the will of his father, and from the

fulfilment of the work committed to him ; all this was that through
which he offered himself; consequently, it was by a moral act, an act

of his TTvevna (where -nvevpa is to be taken in the New Testament

sense, in which it denotes not the understanding, but the disposition

of mind or heart). And hence, in the sacrifice of Christ, the most

important element, and that in which the atoning virtue lies, is not

the outward physical shedding of that substance which we call

blood, but it is that inward act by which Christ willingly endured

unmerited sufferings. For the death of Christ is a holy death, pre-

cisely in virtue of its being pure suffering. Christ did nothing

directly towards his own death, he did nothing actively to bring this

about; he did not kill himself either directly or indirectly, he merely

forbore to withdraw himselffrom suffering by disobedience to his

Father's will. He did not offer himself as a fanatic does who,
under the influence of some illusion, lets himself be nailed to a

cross this would indeed have been to offer himself did oapnog but

he offered himself as, for example, a faithful minister of the gospel
does who faithfully declares the truth, notwithstanding that he
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thereby exposes himself to suffering and persecution, or as a martyr
when he is reduced to the choice between martyrdom and denial,
and will not choose denial.

But, thus far, Christ is not the only one who has offered himself

through the spirit When a Codrus, a Leonidas, an Arnold of

Winkleried will rather give up life than prove unfaithful to his

country ;
when a Socrates does not choose to ward off the threat-

ened cup of poison by denying that measure of truth to the knowl-

edge of which he had attained, these are likewise offerings 6ta

Trvevfid-oc. And yet there is an immense difference bet ween Christ

and all those, and also between Christ and the Christian martyrs.
This difference the author expresses by flu- '"// cfin- nt<.>rinv. Others,

too, have offered themselves "
through the spirit," but only in the

struggle for good things of a relative nature
;
the triumph or down-

fall of a country, a relative knowledge of the truth was at stake- in

their case. In Christ, it was the ul>J>it.> sal ration- of the imr/>/, it

was eternity itself that was at stake. Hence, a relative wei-ua was

sufficient for those others, the spirit of patriotism, or of the love of

truth, etc.
;
but the sacrifice of Christ could only be offered in the

power of eternal spirit. Only the eternal spirit of absolute love,

holiness, wisdom, and compassion was capable of enduring that sac-

rificial death. Because, then, Christ's giving himself up to death

was a moral act, and not a moral act of relative value and signifi-

cance, but the absolute moral act, the act of all acts, the angle of

the world's history, the finished manifestation of the fullness of the

eternal being of God in time, the absolute fulfilment of the eternal

decree of God therefore, says the author, Christ has offered him-

self to God, did TrvevfMTog aiwiov.

And he offered himself " as one who was faultless," a/twwov.

The animal sacrifices under the law behoved also to be faultless, and

so it may be said, there lies in dftufiov first of all, only a siin.ilurity

between Christ and the animal sacrifices. But the words, he has

offered himself without spot, cannot of course be separated here from

through the eternal spirit. Has Christ offered himself without fault

through the eternal spirit, he thereby obtains another and higher

faultlessness, in comparison with which those animal sacrifices were

OVK dfiffnrroi. (Com p. chap. viii. 7.)

The 14th verse is, in a practical point of view, one of the most'

important in the whole New Testament. For, as directed against
the doctrine here taught concerning the value of Christ's sacrifice,

all that calumnious talk of old Rationalists and new German Catho-

lics about a theology of blood and wounds, and a tyrannical God,
who " would look only on blood," is put to a shameful silence. The
main thing in the sacrifice of Christ is not the blood, this red sub-

stance for then might the blood of the animals under the first cov-
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enant have sufficed, as little is it
" the spirit" alone, if by the

spirit he understood an abstraction, a misty ideal of virtue, or free-

dom, or of man-deification (in which case, it is too often the mere

odp% that falsely boasts of possessing
" the spirit of Christ") bat it

is that eternal spirit of absolute eternal holiness and eternal love

which has efficaciously manifested itself in time, inasmuch as it en-

dured the real bloody death for the sinful world.

Thus much our author says, in general, on the opposition

between the sacrifice of Christ and the Old Testament animal sac-

rifices. From ver. 15 onwards, he developes particular sides of this

comparison.
In Yer. 15-23 he shews how, by the atoning death of Christ, a

new diaQrinrj also has been ratified. Thus this section points back,

at the same time, to chap. viii. For, there, it was said, in general,

that God has promised to make a, new covenant, and that by this

new covenant the old must be annulled. This, too, had already-

been said in chap, viii., that the priestly service (Xeirovpyia) of

Christ bears the same relation to the Levitical priestly service as

the new covenant bears to the old. The author, then, in chap. ix.

entered more at large into the consideration of the old covenant,
and had shewn how the structure (vers. 1-10) as well as the service

(vers. 11-14) of the tabernacle pointed to something future and

more perfect ;
in vers. 11-14 he has shewn how, in the death of

Christ, the more perfect keirovpyia consists
;
now in vers. 15-23 he

shews, that by this very death of Christ, also the (promised)
more perfect covenant has been ratified.

Am TOUTO, in ver. 15, does not point backwards to ver. 14, but

forwards to the clause beginning with OTTCO^ (although this final

clause itself certainly involves substantially a repetition of the for-

mer idea. This final clause is, however, differently construed.) First,

it must be asked, whether the words d$ dirokvrpuaiv belong to Oavdrov

yevofjiKvov or to kdfiuaiv. The former is the more natural according
to the position of the words, and has also been acknowledged as the

right construction by almost all critics. But, secondly, there is the

question, whether the genitive rrjg aluviov K^povopiag is dependent
on KTrayyehiav or on KSK^HSVOI. In the latter construction (Tholuck
and others) not only must a strong hyperbaton be presupposed, but

also the idea which it yields (" that those who are called may re-

ceive the promise of the eternal inheritance") is not quite suitable,

seeing that this promise as a promise had already, according to

chap. viii. 8, seq., been given to the members of the old covenant.

It is better, with the majority of commentators, to take that geni-

tive as dependent on KKKX^IEVOI. Those who are called to the eternal

inheritance are, accordingly, those members of the old covenant who,

according to chap. iv. 1 and 9, had hitherto only attained to a tern-
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porary rest. TT)V i-rrayyeXiav denotes not the act of promising but

(as at chap. x. 36
; chap. xi. 13 and 39) tJic promised object, the

thing promised to them. The sentiment then is this : that those

who are called to the eternal inheritance might receive the thing

promised to them (the fulfilment of the promise.)

How this was done is shewn in the words Oavdrov JEVO^IKVOV d<;

aTToAvrpowTtv TOJV Km Ty npuTq diaOjJKy TTapapdoeuv. According to ver.

13, seq., the animal sacrifices under the old covenant had not the

power to redeem the sinner from transgressions (i. e.,
from the guilt

of these.) They procured for him, not righteousness before God,
but that relative outward purity or conformity to the law, which

itself was only an emblem and symbol of the righteousness of God.

In order truly to redeem from sins committed under the old cove-

nant, a death must be undergone (a different one of course from that

of bulls and goats.)

Now the entire sentiment becomes clear. In order that by a

death through which, at the same time, the sins committed under

the old covenant first found their true atonement those members

of the old covenant who are called to the eternal inheritance might be

enabled to receive the thing promised to them (namely, the eternal

inheritance itself) : Christ must establish a new covenant. The in-

ternal ground of this connexion of ideas is manifest. It had already

been shewn in chap. viii. and ix. of the old covenant, that its priestly

service could not blot out the guilt of sin. If the old covenant

still continued to subsist, then its priestly service also continued,
and thus, so long as it continued, there could be no redemption, no

possibility of at length truly entering into the long promised inher-

itance. There is here, therefore, an inference drawn backwardsfrom
the necessity of a new priestly service (tetTovpyia) to the necessity of
a new diaO/iKTj.

But closely connected with these principal points is the second

idea of the passage before us, Oavdrov yevo^iivov el$ dTroAvrpuaiv, that

it was possible to accomplish this only by an atoning sacrificial

death.

This second point is further developed in ver. 16, seq. A cov-

enant cannot be made without death
;
the sinner cannot enter into a

covenant with the holy God without dying ; hence, also, in the mak-

ing of the first covenant, substitutionary burnt-offerings must needs

be brought by the Israelites who entered into covenant with God.

This passage in itself so easy easy whenever one has patience
to read to the end of it, that is to ver. 22 has by most critics been

regarded as a real crux. Many have been led by what, seems to be

eaid in ver. 16, to suppose that the signification covenant here is by
no means suitable, and thus have rendered <Jm0//7/ either, already
at ver. 15, by testament (thus completely breaking the connection
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between chap. viii. and ix.) ;
or they supposed a play upon the word*

in ver. 16, as if diadTJKri meant covenant in vers. 15 and 18, and

testament in vers. 16 and 17
;

in other words, they here again im-

puted the product of their own fancy to the author. We will

show that the signification testament is throughout the whole pas-

sage, not only not necessary, but even unsuitable.

Already, at chap. vii. 22, we found that diadTJicr], in the sense of

the Heb. n*1*^ was a long-established religious idea among the Jews

and Jewish Christians. It is very doubtful, on the other hand,
whether the Hebrews knew anything in general of testaments

(comp. the 1760 of Kau's disput. de testamenti factione Hebraeis

veteribus ignota). The passage Deut. xxi. 16, affords an argument

against the possibility of there having been voluntary dispositions

of inheritances, and the whole Mosaic right of inheritance was, in

its nature and basis, an intestate Tight of inheritance. The most

that can be said is, that, under the influence of the Komans, tes-

taments may have come to be used here and there among the Jews,
but it is still prima facie very improbable that the author should

have selected a thing so foreign and so little known, with which to

compare God's highest act of atonement. Now it is, moreover, a

fact, that in that passage from Jer. xxxi. 31, seq., cited in chap.
viii. 8, seq., which forms the foundation of the whole of this part of

the epistle, diaOiJKr) is the translation of the Hebrew f\^^. It is also

a fact, that chap. ix. 15 connects closely with the ideas of chap.
viii.

; and, besides, that in chap. ix. 15, a mediator of the diadrjicr] is

spoken of, while in a testament there cannot, from the nature of

the thing, be a mediator
;
there may be such, however, in a cove-

nant which two separated parties make. From all this, so much,
at least, is evident, that so long as the signification covenant can be

shown to be suitable, we are not at liberty to depart from it.

And why should this signification not suit in ver. 16 ?
" Where

a covenant is, there must, of necessity, be demonstrated the death

of the person rnaking the covenant." (fyepeadai never signifies exis-

tere, as Schulz and Bo'hrne would have it
;

it certainly signifies ver-

sari, for example, KV TerapayfiKvoig -npdyiiaai fapendai, to find one's self

in troubled circumstances ; but, when it stands by itself, it never

has the independent substantial signification : to exist. Quite as

little does it ever signify intercedere, as Beza understood it. But
either : sermone ferri, fama divulgari, i. e.

}
to be generally known

;

or, what suits still better here, afTeri coram judicibus, to be proved,

authenticated.) Therefore : where a dtadijicr] is, there fttust the

* The rendering "testament" is given to tiiadijKT] throughout by Chrysostom, Vulg.,

Luther, and the older Lutheran theologians ;
that of " covenant" by the most of the

Greek fathers, the most of the reformed theologians, especially Grotius, then by Michae-

lis, Tholuck, and others
;
a change in the signification, or a paronomasia, is supposed

by Bleek, Olshausen, and several of the more recent commentators.

VOL. VI. 33
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death of the dtaOt-iievos be proved. What had these commentators to

do but to conclude, all at once, that it is evidently a testament

that is here spoken of? But is it true, after all, that a testament

cannot exist until the testator is dead ? Would this inl'erence

be just : where a testament is(!), there must the death of the tes-

tator be shown ?" It would be so if the author had said : where

a testament is to be opened or implemented! The signification

testament therefore is not at all appropriate. Let us try how it

goes with the signification covenant. " Where a covenant is, there

must of necessity the death of him who makes the covenant be

proved." This idea is certainly not so self-evident as that of the

testament seemed to be on a superficial consideration of it. This

idea is rather enigmatical, obscure, almost paradoxical. But should

we shrink from it on this account ? Was it not also paradoxical,
when the author, ver. 8, from the fact that the high priest entered

once every year into the holy of holies, all at once interred., that so

long as there was a holy place, the holy of holies would l>e inac-

cessible ? Was it not also paradoxical, when in chap. vii. 15, from

the statement that the Messianic high priesthood was to be after

the order of Melchisedec, he inferred that the Messiah must pro-
ceed from the tribe of Judah ? He has not failed to explain the

former paradox in chap, ix., ver. 9-10, and the latter in chap. vii.

16, 17. He is fond of making at once a bold leap from the major

proposition to the conclusion (or, as here, from the conclusion to the

major proposition), and to bring in afterwards the connecting ideas.

"Why should he not be allowed the same privilege here ?
" Where

a covenant is, there the covenant-maker must be dead" certainly
an enigmatical statement

;
but patience only for a few verses, and

the author will not fail to explain it.

In ver. 17 he again repeats the idea.
" A covenant is valid in

the case of persons who are dead, since it never has force if he who
makes the covenant be alive/' Again very enigmatical, and again
have the commentators, without delay, had recourse to the testa-

ment! factio. A testament may, indeed, be overturned or revoked

so long as the testator lives. But it would be too much to alii i in

that a testament is never (p/rrort) valid so long as the testator lives.

And so, to favour the explanation
" testament" the signification of

p/Trore has been here actually changed into that of ju/y-w !

In ver. 18, seq., the author gives the solution of all these enig-
mas. " The first covenant also was not consecrated without blood,"

(tyitaiviav not "
to renew," but literally, to bring a new thing into

existence, into use, hence to consecrate.) Did ever any one hear of

the consecration of a testament ? and does not the author speak
of the first dtaOrJKi] as a thing well known ? But does the expression
"

first testament," or " testament" in general, anywhere occur in
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the Old Testament ? Is it not rather quite evident, that in the

passage Ex. xxiv. 6-8, to ivhich the author here refers, it is the con-

secration of a m^a that is spoken of? "For, after Moses had

spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took

the blood of the calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool arid

hyssop, and sprinkled the book of the law itself, and all the people ,

saying : this is the blood of the covenant (n^a) which God hath

enjoined (upon me to ratify) in relation to you. Moreover, he

sprinkled likewise with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels

of the ministry. And all things are by the law purged only with

blood, and without shedding of Mood is no forgiveness."
Three things are here to be observed. The first is of an anti-

quarian character, namely, that particulars are here mentioned (as

the mixing of the blood with water, the scarlet wool on the stalk

of hyssop) which are not to be found in Exodus, but only in Jose-

phus. Josephus followed in this doubtless an ancient and general

tradition, and our author too might, without hesitation, follow this

tradition, especially as nothing depended here on archasological
exactness in the statement of the event referred to, his object being

only to bring that event to the minds of his readers in the way in

which it was familiar to them, and to call it up vividly before them

by a picturesque description of it.

Secondly, We are here perfectly satisfied that the signification
" testament" for diadrJKr] will not do. In ver. 18, diadrjur) is to be

supplied at i] -rrpuTT). Ifdiadijnr] meant
"
testament," then the author

would have had to show at ver. 19, seq., that already t
in Moses' time

also the testator, God, was dead, or, at least, he must have regarded
these burnt-offerings mentioned in ver. 19 as sacrifices which had
been slain in place of God !

Thirdly, what seemed obscure and paradoxical in vers. 16-17 is

now fully explained.
" Without shedding of blood there is no for-

giveness." The author, therefore, has considered that covenant

sacrifice described in Ex. xxiv. 6-8 to have been one of an expi-

atory, atoning kind. Some, indeed, have thought that they knew

better, and have raised the objection that that sacrifice consisted

of n'.V'.y
"

burnt-offerings," and that burnt-offerings had no atoning

significance. But while this may be true of the burnt-offering

generally, it is not true specially of the burnt-offering used in rati-

fying the covenant. This could not but be evident to the native

Israelite who was familiar with his Old Testament. It is chiefly ap-

parent from Gen. i. 15, where God for the first time ratifies his

covenant with Abraham. Abraham there receives the command
to bring sacrifices

;
he offers the animals in sacrifice, and falls then

into a deep sleep, and while he sleeps, birds of prey come down and
seek to consume the sacrifice

;
but now fire falls from heaven and
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licks up the sacrifice. Upon this it is shewn to him, that as it

happened to the sacrifice, so will it happen to his seed : it too will

be afflicted and disquieted for a time, hut- will then he led into glory

by God himself. Thus was that burnt-offering an emblem of Abra-
Kkm and his seed with whom God made the covenant. We have

here, therefore, the symbolical meaning of the burnt-offering. As the

sacrificer slays the substitutionary victim and commits it wholly to

the flames, so ought he to give himself to God as one dead to his for-

mer life. Thus the nV'* was, in reality, quite as expiatory as the "
sin-

offering" and "
guilt-offering," the only difference being this, that by

these latter only certain particular sins were atoned for, while in the

former the atonement extended to the sinner's whole person. Ifuw

much also the element of atonement belonged to the burnt-offer-

ing appears in this, that, according to Lev. xvi. 24, on the great

day of atonement a burnt-offering forrtied the conclusion of the ser-

vices
"

to atone for his own sins and the sins of the people." This

is perfectly evident in the case of the covenant burnt-offering. The
man who will enter into a covenant with God is a sinner, and as

such incapable of entering into fellowship with the holy God, nay
even of appearing before God's presence (Deut. v. 26). He must

die on account of his guilt, if a substitutionary sacrifice be not offer-

ed for him. But he must also die to his former life, in order to

begin a new life in covenant with God. In short, from a simple

view of the symbolical import of the covenant-burnt-offering des-

cribed in vers. 18-22, the following may be stated as the result :

" Where a sinful man will enter into covenant with the holy God,
the man must first die must first atone for his guilt by a death

(or he must produce a substitutionary burnt-offering"). But this is

precisely the idea which the author has expressed in vers. 16, seq.,

and which there appeared so obscure and paradoxical.

This is altogether different in the case of a testament. There,

the testator dies and gives place to the heir. Here, it is rather the

heir, the man that is called to the possession of the heavenly good

things who must die, in order to be able, as a pardoned arid purified

man, to enter into the new life with God. From this it is clear,

that the author could have used the comparison of a testament, only
if it had been his object to represent the death of Christ on the

cross as the " death of God, the testator." But this would, in the

first place, have been in itself absurd
; secondly, there is not the

slightest trace of any such reference to the death of Christ as the

testator
; thirdly, the author could not then have said that, already

in the time of Moses, the rule expressed in ver. 16, seq., had found

its application.

On all sides, then, the interpretation of the word diaOr'jitr) by
covenant is confirmed. The only circumstance which in ver. 16
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might lead the commentators astray is, that the author there lays

down the principle not in the limited (form
" where any one will

enter into a covenant with God"), but generally (" where a covenant

is"), seeing that an atoning death is necessary, not to every cove-

nant, but only when a sinner will enter into a covenant with God.

But this limitation, according to which it is only religio-theocratical

covenants that are here spoken of, is evident enough from, the con-

text ver. 15.*

Ver. 23 now forms the conclusion. That the old covenant could

not be ratified without shedding of blood, without substitutionary

sacrifices, was shewn in vers. 18-22. That the same law is applica-

ble also to the new covenant, is shewn in ver. 23.
" It was neces-

sary, therefore, that the symbols of the heavenly things should be

purged by this (by the goats and calves mentioned in ver. 19), but

the heavenly things themselves by better sacrifices than these."

Those sacrifices by which the old covenant was ratified, belonged to

the category described in ver. 13, of those acts by which the con-

science was not expiated and purified. The fulfilment, the new

covenant, as the heavenly archetype whose symbol was the Mosaic

tabernacle (for, here also, as at chap. viii. 5, there is no heavenly

ri placed in opposition to the Mosaic CTKT/V??), required for its form-

* Ebrard's objections to the transition in meaning from "covenant" to "testament"

axe not without weight, but can scarcely countervail the opposing considerations :

1. His objection to the rendering
"
testament," that it is not absolutely true that a

testament is never valid during the life of the testator, has almost the air of an evasion.

It is essential to the idea of a testament that it goes into effect upon the death of the

testator
;
while he lives it is a mere nullity.

2. As the same Greek word (SiadijKrj, disposition, arrangement), denotes both " cove-

nant" and "testament," it was not at all unnatural that the one meaning should slide

over into the other. The transition was probably occasioned by the incidental use of the

term "
inheritance" (isfajpovofua). ver. 14.

3. This transition was all the easier, as the blessings of the Old Testament dispensa-
tion fluctuate between the idea of covenant blessings and an inheritance. Looked upon
formally, the Old Testament economy was a covenant, a contract between two parties.

God condescending to enter into this relation to men. But as it was a contract only in

name, while the blessings were in reality all on one s ide, esto wed by God, the infinite

possessor, upon men, by the Father upon the children of his adoption, these blessings are

under a profounder view, an inheritance, and the terms "heirs, inheritance,
"

prevail

throughout the Old Testament, and are transferred to the New.
4. The argument is not invalidated by this change, as death may be predicated as a

like necessity in the case both of the covenant and the testament. In the old covenant

there was needed the death of animals that mediated the covenant, that stood as substi-

tutes for man, and types of the great atoning sacrifice of the new covenant. In the case

of a testament the argument comes nearly to the same result, God, the original diaiJefte-

vof, disposer, testator, has put all things into the hands of Christ (Luke xxii. 29), who

yet cannot bestow them without previously undergoing death. Of course the peculiar

ground of the necessity of Christ's death, as distinguished from that of the death of ordi-

nary testators, need not here be dwelt upon. The argument is stated in general terms,
but derives its proper force and colouring from the peculiar character and relations of

the parties to whom it refers. [K.
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ation and consecration also a death, but a death of a different kind.

A death; for here as in the old covenant man comes before God as

sinful, laden with guilt, and can, in that state, enter into no cove-

nant with God
; here, as in that covenant, the past guilt must he

expiated by an actual death, and the sinful life must be judicially

destroyed ere a new life with God can be begun, a life in which God
can manifest his love positively to men, i.

<?.,
as grace ; here, as in

that covenant, if the man does not undergo that death himself, he

needs a substitutionary sacrifice. But here he needs another sacri-

fice than in that covenant, namely, that of Christ, who, as was al-

ready shewn at ver. 14 and did not need to be repeated at ver. 23

has offered himself a sacrifice, not through the fa*h, but through
the spirit, and through the eternal xj>in'f.

At airrd 6e rd eirovpdvia KpeirrofJi dvaiaic, the verb KaOapi&aOai is

of course grammatically to be supplied ;
but logically this will not

be suitable, because the heavenly archetype, in virtue of its being
not relative, outward, imperfect, but perfect needs no purification.

"With reason, therefore, have Luther. Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Cleri-

cus, Bleek, and others, supposed that nadapi&aBai is used as a kind

of logical z<'".t/ti'ta, and that merely the idea of tyuutUfrofka is to be

taken from KaBapi&oOcu, and supplied at the second member. For,
in the new covenant, the act of redemption does not need a purifi-

cation, but only the men who are to be redeemed.

Thus that second idea contained in ver. 15 : that the new cove-

nant could be made only by an atoning death has, in vers. 16-23,
been fully proved. Vers. 16, 17 : He who will enter into a covenant

with God must first atone for his sins by a death (by his own or that

of a substitutionary sacrifice). Vers. 18-22 : Hence it was neces-

sary that the covenant of Moses should be consecrated by atoning
sacrifices. Ver. 23 : In like manner, also, the new covenant,

only, that here a better sacrifice was necessary (the death of Christ

did TTvev/ia-o^.

Ver. 24 forms the transition to the next train of thought. First

of all ver. 24 is connected with ver. 23 by yap as explanatory of tho

antithesis between the symbols and the heavenly thimj* tlut/isclves.

Christ has not entered into an earthly tabernacle, but into heaven

(comp. on this what has been said at chap. i. 3); from this it is

evident, that it was not a symbolical purging of outward figures

that he had to do with, but the initiation and confirmation of a

new relation between God and man. "SYith this idea, however, the

author connects a new theme by one of those easy turns which are

peculiar to the Epistle to the Hebrews (comp. i. 4, ii. 5, iii. '2, etc).

In vers. 25-28 is shewn how, from the fact that Christ offered

his own blood, it follows that the sacrifice of Christ was made only

once, and with this, that other sacrifices besides that of Christ are
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superfluous. In this the author draws a third inferencefrom the

old principal theme at ver. 12. He had laid down at ver. 12, as

principal theme of the section, the proposition that Christ offered

his own blood. In ver. 13, 14, he had drawn a first inference from

this, namely, the internal and spiritual nature of Christ's sacrifice.

In ver. 15-23 is a second inference: that through Christ's self-

sacrifice, that long promised new covenant mentioned in chap. viii. 8,

seq. had been founded. In ver. 25 he now brings in a third inference,

that of the once offering of Christ's sacrifice) which likewise follows

from the proposition, that Christ entered into the presence of the

Father, not with the blood of another, but with his own blood.
" He entered, not that he might offer frequently as the high

priest who entered yearly into the holy of holies with the Hood of
another." The main emphasis lies evidently on the words t'v alpa-i

dAAorpiw : hence they are placed after (just as, at chap. vii. 4,

6 rra-pidpx'ng is placed at the end of the sentence). The reason

why the high priest had to offer frequently was, that he offered an-

other's blood. Thus the idea is easily extended : the reason why Christ

did not offer frequently was, that he did not offer another's blood,

And it is this that is now proved in ver. 26. This verse is not

intended to prove, that Christ has offered himself only once (for

then it would be mere reasoning in a circle thus : Christ has offered

himself only once. For otherwise he must have offered himself re-

peatedly. But he has not offered himself repeatedly, ergo, etc.). In

ver. 26 it is rather intended to be proved that Christ needed not to

offer himself repeatedly, because he has offered himself. How, from

his having offered his own blood, the once offering of his sacrifice

follows it is 'this which is to be proved in ver. 26. The words inel

noofiov are not a parenthesis (Mill, De Wette, etc.), but belong to

the substance of the reasoning ;

"
for, otherwise (if he had not

offered his own blood), he must often have suffered from the foundation

of the world onwards." We should rather have expected :

" then he

must often have offered sacrifice." That the sacrificial act is here

denoted by suffering is logically inaccurate, as, on the supposition
that Christ had not offered his own blood but another's, his sacrifice-

would not then have consisted of suffering. The author has there-

fore put Tiadtiv here, unconsciously, because he was in the habit of

using naOelv and irpoatpEpeiv promiscuously of Christ. The reason

why Christ, if he had offered another's blood, must have done this,

repeatedly as the Levitical high priest : from of old ever and ever

again lies in what is said at ver. 13.
" But now he has appeared

once in the end of the time
(i. e.,

in the time of the fulfilment,,

the Messianic time, in opposition to the time of expectation and

prophecy, comp. i. 2 and 1 Pet. i. 20), to take away sin by his own

sacrifice." As the sacrifice of Christ was not a ^ico?.sacrifice, but
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i\iefulfilment itself (for the time of the Messiah was to be the aw-
Tt/.eia r//f aJwyof, the final fulfilment), it needs not to be repeated.

In ver. 26, then, from the fact that Christ has offered his own

blood, it is inferred, that he needed not to repeat this sacrifice : in

ver. 27, 28, it is inferred from the same thing, that he could not

repeat it. A man can offer the blood of another repeatedly, his

oicn Hood he can offer in other words, die only <>n<'c. This is the

main point in ver. 27, 28.
" As it is appointed to every man once

to die, so was Christ also once offered for our sins." With this

principal idea, however, is entwined a subordinate idea which has no

close connexion with the argument, but is added only parentheti-

cally, namely, that, after death, thejudicari awaits the rest of men,
but the judicare awaits Christ. The expression ti-it/>ut xta is ex-

plained by the antithesis, to l>tr ///< N///.V <</' ///"////. Irving, there-

fore, had no reason to infer from the jrif/mf */'/, that Christ, at his

first coming in humiliation, was not without sin but partook of the

sinful imdvu'ia. It is rather only the first coining to bear f/ic *///.? of
others, i. e. the guilt of sin, that is here opposed to the second ap-

pearing without sin. When he comes again he has no more to do

with sin ; he comes then not as the bearer of others' guilt, but as

the holy judge of others' guilt, as a consuming fire, which stands in

a hostile and negative relation to all that is called sin.

In CHAP. x. 1-4 the author recurs to what is said in chap. ix. 13,

14, in order to deduce from it also, that the sacrifice of Christ was

offered only once. Thus vers. 1-3 contains an explanation of ver.

26 of the foregoing chapter. The subject of ver. 1 is 6 v6/zo$- ;
this

subject has however the appositional clause oiuav K^WV T&vpsM.6vTuy

dyafloji',
OVK avrijv -7jv duova rwv npayfiaTW. EtKwv does not signify

precisely
" substance" (Luther, Peshito) much less does it denote

the " mere image" in opposition to the "
thing" ((Ecumenins, Gre-

gory of Nazianzum, Calvin, Tholuck), as if it were meant to be said

that the law is the shadow of the gospel, the gospel itself again,

however, only an image of the good things to come ; elicwv denotes

here simply the/o/'ra in opposition to the mere shadow. The geni-
tive rtiv rrpayfid-cjv is genitive of the substance. The form of the

things themselves=the form, namely, the things themselves. The
whole of this apposition is designed to shew, how far it was possible

and allowable to speak unfavourably of the Old Testament, and that

this was done not from contempt of the Old Testament, but beeai

according to its divine destination, it was to be, and must be, imper-
fect. Comp. the remarks on chap. iv. 2, and especially the* passages

chap. vii. 18
;

viii. 7, seq.

What now is affirmed of this vouor ? It was not able, year by

year, with the same sacrifices which were continually offered, to make
the comei-s thereunto perfect. Kar' evtavrov belongs of course to the

verb. Year by year (.the author here in the word Ovaiaie has evi-

l
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dently in his mind, chiefly the yearly sacrifice of atonement) the law

remained incapable of making the comers thereunto perfect by its

sacrifices, how uninterruptedly soever these also were offered. (Lach-
mann and Paulus join d<; TO dirjveiceg with rehettioat, but then the re-

maining part of the relative clause becomes meaningless. Besides,

the author says in ver. 3 also, not merely that those sacrifices were

not able permanently to make perfect, but that they effected no

atonement whatever, that they rather only pointed to the need of

such an atonement). Instead of dvvarai A, C, many versions and

the Peshito (here, however, giving generally a free translation) read

dvvavTai. Then omav yap e^wv o v6fj,og must either be an independ-
ent clause with the partic. pro verbo finito, (which, however, is alto-

gether foreign to the style of our author), or we must suppose an

anacolouthon
;
the author began the sentence with 6 vnpog and in-

tended originally to write dvvarai^ia writing, however, he inverted

the idea, and made the subject of the relative clause also the sub-

ject of the principal clause. But it is far more probable that some

transcriber is to be charged with this carelessness, than our author

who usually writes so correctly.

In Ver. 2 the reading wavers between inel OVK dv and foel dv
;

OVK is, however, already externally better attested (by A, C, D, E,

Copt., Arab., Ital. Also a reading enel nav is explicable only from

the matrix EIIEIOTKAN.) It is, besides, easy to see how transcrib-

ers might come to omit the OVK. The whole sentence (with OVK)

has meaning only when taken as a question (" would they not then

have ceased to be offered ? as the worshippers once purged would

have had no more consciousness of sin.") But if a transcriber over-

looked this, and read the sentence as a thetical proposition, he must

then, certainly, have held it necessary to cancel the OVK. The idea

is easily understood. The Old Testament sacrifices did not take

away the consciousness of sin, but only brought to remembrance

(ver. 3) year by year the presence of sin and guilt, and, therewith,

the (continual, still unsatisfied) need of a real propitiation.

That the Old Testament sacrifices could not really atone for sin

is,
in ver. 2, inferred from the fact of their repetition ;

it would

have been a meaningless ordinance if God had enjoined the repeti-

tion of a sacrifice which had already, the first time it was offered,

really taken away the guilt of sin from man or from Israel. In ver.

4 the same thing, namely, the inefficacy of the Old Testament sac-

rifices to make real atonement is inferred from the ver}
r nature of

these sacrifices. The blood of irrational animals cannot possibly

take away moral guilt. (Comp. chap. ix. 14). There is wanting in

these the two things which are necessary to a true substitution. A
sacrifice which shall truly take upon itself the punishment of an-

other's guilt must, first, be able to bear the same sufferings as ought
to have been borne by the guilty person, therefore, not a merely
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bodily pain or death, but an inward suffering of the man endowed
with a rational soul. A true sacrifice must, secondly, after having
as a substitute endured the suffering, be able to remove again the

element of substitution, i. e., to place itself in a relation of internal

oneness with the party represented ;
it is thus that the merit of

Christ's suffering is appropriated by us, inasmuch as, although we

stood besiJe him as other and different persons when he suffered (so

that he did all that was necessary for us witln>n1 our assistance and

co-operation), we now no longeroontflMM to stand b*i<le him, but, by
his spirit on his part, and by faith on ours, become members of

him, to whom all now really belongs that belongs to him. For

we become righteous, not as ?W/V/Vw/.s', tin- descendants of the

first Adam, but as those who by faith have given up themselves,

who have given themselves to the death, and are now willing to

hare any merit before God only in so far as they belong to Cln-i^t

ami he belongs to them. Both these conditions were impossible in

the animal sacrifices.

Vers. 5-10. The writer in these verses shews, that already also

in the Old Testament if*-!/, there are intimations of the necessity of

another, a better sacrifice than that of animals. In the citation

from Ps. xl. 7-9 the author follows the. Sept. As the Sept., how-

ever, deviates from the original, the question arises whether it has at

least rendered substantially the sense of the passage. After enu-

merating the wonderful and gracious acts of God, the Psalmist says :

"Sacrifice and offering thou hast not desired
; v? rr->s C::TX; burnt-

offering and sin-offerings thou hast not required." He evidently in

these words &>: intends to place in opposition to -the external

sacrifices one of an internal and better kind, and some sacrifice or

other of this kind must at least implicitly be designated by those

words, "mine ears hast thou digged out." The older commenta-

tors, as also Olshausen, referred this digging of the ears in general
to that boriii tlrmnjh the lap of the ear of which we read in Ex.

xxi. 6. When, namely, a servant had it in his power to become

free, but preferred of his own accord to continue for the rest of his

life in the service of the master with whom he had hitherto been,
he was, in token of this, to let iV-i) his ear (the lap of the ear) be

bored through by his master. The majority of the more recent com-

mentators (Hengstenberg, Stier, Hit/ig. Tholuck, Block), on the

other hand, take ms in the sense of nVa. To say that God has

"digged out the ears" of a man, is equivalent to saying that he has

given him ears, made ears for him." The creation or formation of

an ear in the head is figuratively denoted as the dig-ing out of an

ear. And, indeed, the verb, n-o (used generally of the digging of a

well, a pit, and the like) would suit this representation. The mean-

in" then would be :

" Thou wiliest not sacrifice, but thou hastO *

given ine an ear, a capacity to hear thy commands, and thus hast
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pointed out what sacrifices are acceptable to thee." Meanwhile, I

am doubtful after all whether the author has not had in his mind
that command in Ex. xxi. 6

;
the boring through the lap of the ear

might poetically be denoted as a digging through it, and then the

sentiment :

" I have let my ear be bored through by thee, i. e. I

have freely given myself to be thy servant for the whole of my life,"

forms, certainly, a finer and fuller antithesis to the words :

" burnt-

offering, etc., thou wiliest not," than that somewhat vague idea :

" thou hast made ears for me." But, be this as it may, one thing

evidently lies in the words the Psalmist places obedience, as the

true sacrifice, in opposition to the animal sacrifices.

The reading in the Sept., according to Bleek's opinion, was

originally wro. or wrta
; otitm is said to have first slipped in as a dif-

ferent reading, because the expression wra 6e KaT^priau noi was not

understood. But the oldest authorities for the reading wra reach

only to the time of Irenasus, while Bleek himself must acknowledge
that our author read ou^a in his copy of the Sept. Indeed, it is

much easier to understand how, if the free translation o&pa were the

original one, the reading o>ra might arise at a later period, in the

time of Origen, from aiming at conformity with the- Hebrew text,

than that, vice versa, from an original reading wra the reading oti^a

should have arisen. We consider, therefore, the reading oti[j,a Se

Kar'ripriaG) \ioi as the genuine reading of the Sept. The Septuagint
translator might easily take the expression as it stood to be unintel-

ligible, and substitute for it the more general idea: "thou hast

prepared my body (myself) for sacrifice." The meaning remains

substantially the same: " Thou wilt not have animals for sacrifices,

but myself." But Bleek is certainly in error when he thinks, that

our author cites the entire passage on account of this word o&fia (in

the opinion that this points prophetically to the bodily death of

Christ). We have seen at chap. ix. 14 that our author does not lay
the principal emphasis on the bodily side of the sufferings of Christ;
his aim is rather precisely to shew, that with the blood, as blood,

nothing has as yet been accomplished. And indeed at ver. 9, where
he makes use of and applies the citation Ps. xl. 7-9, he entirely

drops the words o&fia, etc., and lays all the emphasis on the words

iJK(t)
~ov noiijoai TO dekrmd aov.

The eighth verse of the psalm begins with the emphatic words
irnfcN TN

" then I spake." What follows are the words which the

Psalmist spake.
"
Lo, I am come" (irao nan, not "

Lo, I come,"
so ^sn); in the roll of the book it is written of me; to do thy will,

my God, is my delight !" That the author omits the verb t/

so that now rov noifjaai is dependent on ijn(>) and the words ev

etc., become parenthetical, is, as respects the sense, quite an incon-

siderable deviation. More important is the question, how the words
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lv KefaMdi are to be explained. Hitzig, Ewald, Bleek, and others,

render in the Hebrew the preposition a with, the preposition \yfor

(" I come with the roll of the book which was written for me").
This idea would not only be un poetical but ridiculous. The Sept.
has certainly given a more correct rendering :

"
I come

;
in the roll

of the book it is written of me;" although, instead of T/KW it would

be more correct to say Z/.ij/.vOa
"
I am come." The simplest expla-

nation certainly is this, that the psalm, as the superscription says, is

one of David's; only, that it was written not after the prophecy of

Nathan pointing to the future, 2 Sam. vii., but before it, nay before

David's ascent to the throne, but after his anointing by Samuel

during his persecution by Saul (with Ps. xl. 2-4 cornp. ver. 14-18)
David could and must at that time have combined the old patri-

archial blessing that the Prince over Israel should come out of Judah
with the fact, that God had rejected Saul and chosen him

;
in him

was the old prophecy fulfilled.
"
Lo, I am come," he says,

" in the

book (Pentateuch) it is written of me" = in me is that prophecy
fulfilled. And now he declares that, as opposed to Saul, it is //is

delight to do the will of the Lord. In this way of obedience towards

God he hopes to fulfil that prophecy.
But David as an individual did not carry out the full import of

this his promise; he did not wholly and purely offer his person as a

sacrifice to God in unbroken obedience, but sinned grievously and

in many ways. Hence the, patriarchial blessing found in him only
a preliminary, not a final fulfilment, as, indeed, this was afterwards

(2 Sam. vii.) revealed to David himself, and was acknowledged by
himself (Ps. ii. and ex.). That, however, which David did typically

and imperfectly, the second David was to do perfectly. But that

passage in the Psalms remained true, although it did not come to be

absolute truth in the individual David. This individual spake, how-

ever, even there not from himself, not from his own sinful humanity
or from chance, but from his office, and from the idea of the theo-

cratical King, and therefore under the guidance of the Holy Ghost.

Hence it is not the individual David that is the true author of those

words of the psalm, but the true heavenly Anointed made use of

David as an organ, in order to express a truth which applies in its

ftilness not to the first, but only to the second David. Hence our

author has sufficient reason for saying : the Son of God, when he

entered into the world to become man, spake these words. That
Jesus was not the author of the 40th Psalm, the author knew as

well as we. As little does he indicate that he regarded the psilm
as a direct prophecy of David concerning Christ (Ps. ii. and ex. were

such direct prophecies); but his meaning evidently is, that in David

the Son of God spake by his Spirit. The psulm was not a direct

WOld-prophecy pointing to Christ, but the Psalmist David was a

fact-prophecy pointing to the second David, and what David prom-
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ised in order to fulfil it imperfectly, that has Christ promised by
David in order to keep it perfectly.

If now, according to Ps. xl., it belongs to the theocratical

Anointed that he regards not animal sacrifices, but the sacrifice of

obedience, as suitable to him, this expresses just what our author

had laid down in ver. 1-4.

Ver. 8, 9. The author here simply shews, that obedience was put
in the place of the animal sacrifices, and thereby, also, declared to

be a sacrifice, and, indeed, the true sacrifice.

At -rrepl d/iapriac, ver. 6 and 8, dvoiai is to be supplied. There

was no Greek noun for
"
sin-offering ;" the idea must be rendered

by the circumlocution : (Qvaia) nepl dpapriac.

Ver. 10. By the 6ekr]{j.a here, as at ver. 9, we may understand

either the special will of the Father, that Christ should suffer and

make atonement for the world, or the general will of God, as, for

example, it is expressed in the decalogue. Either : Christ came to

fulfil that special decree of redemption, and in this will (i. e. by the

fulfilment of it on the part of Christ) we are sanctified. Or : Christ

came in general to live conformably to the will and law of God, i. e.

to live a holy life, and through this will of God (fulfilled by Christ,

i. e. : by the fulfilment of this will on the part of Christ) we are

sanctified. But as ver. 9 belongs to the citation from the psalm, in

which there was no mention of the special decree respecting the

suffering of the Messiah, the second explanation is preferable.

(That the fulfilment of the general will of God already involved the

accomplishment of the special degree is, of course, self-evident. If

Jesus was obedient to the Father in general, he was so also in that

special point.)

'Ryiaa^Kvoi here in the widest sense " to make ayict" to take

them from the profane world sunk in death, and to place them in

the kingdom of God. Thus dyid&iv here involves both justification

and sanctification
;
that the former is not excluded appears already

from the additional clause did rrjg npoa^opdc, etc.

Ver. 11-18. The author here agains sums up with all precision

the proper quod erat demonstrandum (ver. 12, 13), and, inasmuch

as he represents the one sacrifice as, at the same time, the fulfilment

of the promise of a new covenant (Jer. xxxi. 32, seq.) cited in chap.
viii. 8, seq., he derives from this still another and concluding proof
of the once offering of this sacrifice, and therewith of the superfluous-

ness and dispensableness of the Levitical ritual beside this one sacrifice.

Ver. 11. The nai is not to be rendered "
namely" (Tholuck), a

signification which it never can have, and, moreover, cannot have

here, as ver. 11 stands related to the foregoing not as an argument
but as an inference. It means "

and,"
" and so." Instead of lepevg

A. C., Peshito, and several Fathers read dpxiepevg (so also Grotius,

Limborch, Lachmann, Bleek). But it is not likely that a transcriber
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would have changed an original apxiepevt; by way of correction into

iepevs on the ground that the high priest performed no daily service;

in chap. vii. 27 mention is even made of the daily sacrifice of the

high priest, and yet no transcriber has thought of substituting hpev<;

for dpxtepevg there by way of correction. It is much more probable,
that in order to bring our passage into conformity with that, an

original iepevg was changed into dp%iepevc. (Especially might a

translitor, as that of the IVshito, be easily led to do so). Internal

grounds are also in favor of the reading lepev$. Bleek, indeed, thinks

"the treatise of the writer is entirely occupied with the comparison
between the high priest of the new covenant and that of the old ;"

we have seen, however, that only the third part chap. v. 7 is taken

up with this. There, at chap. vii. 27, it was quite in order to speak

specially of the high priest as the highest representative of the

Levitical priesthood, in opposition to the Messiah, the high priest

after the order of Melchisedec. Now, however, when the author has

already spoken in particular of the ritual of the old covenant and of

all its parts the ministration of the priests, ix. 6, and hi-h priests,

ix. 6 the sacrifice of atonement, ix. 7, and the oblations of flie holy

place, ix. 6 the covenant-burnt-offering, ix. 19, seq., and the various

meat and sin-offerings, x. 6 and 8 it was more suitable to speak of

the Levitical "priest" quite generally. Especially is the attribute

ndq agreeable to the reading lepevg. The author places the single

offering of the individual Christ in opposition to all priests with all

their different sacrifices.

Ver. 11. Here the idea is recapitulated which was developed in

chap. ix. 13, 14 and 25
; chap. x. 1-4

;
in ver. 12 the principal idea

of chap. ix. 25-28 is recapitulated in the words fdav fatp, etc., and

the idea of chap. ix. 24 (compare i. 3) in the words he set down

forever, etc. On <fe|td Oeov compare what is said on chap. i. 3. By
the mention of the second coming of Christ in judgment, ver. 13

(recapitulation of chap. ix. 28), the author prepares the way for the

sentiments of a hortatory kind from ver. 19, seq., to the effect that

now the choice lies before them between salvation and destruction.

(On ver. 13, comp. Ps. ii. and chap. ii. 8, seq.) In ver. 13 the in-

ferences are recapitulated, in ver. 14 the reason ; in ver. 14, name-

ly, he expresses once more the central idea of this whole part.

'AytaZopevof is used in the same \\ide sense as 7)ym<r/it'vof, ver. 10.

Ver. 15-18. In these verses he infers yet again, and finally, the

once offering of the sacrifice of Christ laid down in ver. 14, and

already proved in chap. ix. 10 from the passage Jer. xxxi., and

thereby brings together the ideas of the three portions, (hap. viii.

8-13
; chap. ix. 15-23

; chap. ix. 25-28. God has promised a new

covenant, in which he will write the law on men's hearts by the

forgiveness of sins (chap. viii. 8, seq.) ;
this new covenant is rati-
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fiecl, this forgiveness wrought out, by the sacrifice of Christ (chap.

ix. 15, seq.) ;
but where this forgiveness is, there there is no need of

a repeated sacrifice (chap. ix. 25, seq). The first of these ideas is

repeated in vers. 15-17, and, with it mention is made of the sec-

ond
;
the third is stated in ver. 18. Thus does the conclusion of

this fourth principal part unite itself again with the beginning of

chap. viii.

Thus has the writer reached the innermost kernel of the Chris-

tian doctrine. Immediately from the consciousness of the forgive-

ness of sin on account of Christ's sacrifice the point in which the

subjective consciousness harmonizes with the objective fact of the

restored relation to God he infers in ver. 18 the superfluousness of

those symbolical sacrifices which had only a subjective value, and

could awaken only the subjective knowledge of the need of an

atonement (cornp. ver. 3). (This as entirely the fundamental idea

of the Pauline system). Let us now look back from this the high-
est point in the argumentation, to the way by which we have

been conducted to it. In all the principal parts and particular

sections, the author begins with the most outward and apparently
accidental points of comparison and differences which offer them-

selves to view between the Messiah and the angels, the Messiah

and Moses, the Messiah and the high priest (for example, that God
calls none of the angels his son

;
that Moses was a servant, the

Messiah the son of the house
;
that Melchisedec's descent is left

unknown, etc.) But he everywhere shows how, in these apparently
accidental things, essential relations lying deep beneath them are

expressed ;
he follows out these relations, and reaches more uni-

versal points of comparison ;
it is as if one were to follow brooks

which lead him to rivers, and in the end to a wide stream. The
Messiah must be the perfect messenger of God to men, because in

him the holiness of God and not merely his omnipotence are mani-

fest, because in him the Godhead is to become man, and humanity
is to be raised to union with God. The Messiah must be the per-

fect representative of men before God, because he is to be the Son

of God himself, not merely a servant, and is truly to conduct man
to his true rest. The Messiah must be a high priest, and indeed

the promised, true eternal high priest after the order of Melchisedec,
who represents man eternally and without change before God. This

discloses itself in the manner of his priestly ministration ; the sacri-

fice which he offered is a spiritual, moral, and therefore more than

a symbolical sacrifice
;

it is the fulfilment of the typical things of

which the tabernacle consisted, and of the typical actions of which

the service of the tabernacle consisted. Thus the author comes to

the doctrine of the atonement, and, with this, to that of the appro-

priation of the atonement which he handles in the concluding part.



PART FIFTH,

THE LAYING HOLD ON THE NEW TESTAMENT SALVATION.

(chap. x. 19 xiii. 25.)

THAT portion of the epistle which consists of speculative reason-

ing has now reached its conclusion. What the author has now fur-

ther to say, is intended not so much to be comprehended, as rather

to be apprehended. The innermost experience of the innermost

life is the cognosccns. To lay hold on the salvation is not an act of

the head and the understanding, but the most intensive act of the

life, that act in which the man has the courage to declare himself

bankrupt. Hence the author, from this place onwards, no longer

reasons, but addresses himself to the heart and the will of his

readers.

Seven lines of thought or sections can without difficulty be dis-

tinguished in this part.

1. In chap. ix. 15-25, the author lays down the proper theme

of the admonition, that to which he admonishes.

2. In chap. ix. 26-31, he enforces this admonition by a first

motive, namely, by calling to mind the greatness of the danger of

falling away, and thefearful consequences oftlu*.

3. In chap. x. 32, xi. 1, he adduces a second motive, inasmuch

as he reminds the readers of theirformer faith.

4. In chap. xi. 2, xii. 3, a third motive, inasmuch as the author

shows how all the illustrious and celebrated achievements, even

under the old covenant, proceeded solely from this principle of

faith.
5. In chap. xii. 4-17 a fourth motive, inasmuch as the writer

shows that every thing which now terrifies his readers, the suffering

that threatens them, brings only blessing.

6. In chap. xii. 18-29 & fifth motive. The choice between Chris-

tianity and Judaism is simply identical with that between salvation

and condemnation.

7. Chnp. xiii. forms the conclusion, containing special exhorta-

tions and references of a personal kind.

I

\
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SECTION FIKST.

THEME OF THE EXHORTATION.

(x. 19-25.)

Vers. 19-25. In a long and finely constructed period, the author

developes the particular points in the practical application of what
has been now theoretically proved. The particle ovv is used in the

conclusive sense. The admonition, vers. 19-25, flows as an infer-

ence from the result of the whole previous reasoning, recapitulated
and concentrated in vers. 11-18. The words S%ovreg . . . nov7)pd$

form the first member of the exhortation. The apposition K%ovreg

napprjaiav, etc., belonging to the latent subject, forms, logically con-

sidered, a kind of protasis to the verb irpocrep^iJ-eOa (as we have

boldness, etc., so let us, etc.). Let us look first of all at this protasis.

Two objects depend on t%ovref. First, we have joyful confidence

for the access into the holiest of all in the blood of Jesus. The
words iv ro5 ai^an 'Irjoov may, grammatically, be referred to the ver-

bal idea lying in the noun doodo$ (Storr, Klee, Paulus, Olshausen,

Bleek), according to the analogy of the passage ix. 25. Others

(many of the older expositors) make EV TW atjuari, etc. dependent on

t%ovTf ;
in which case, however, the determining idea expressed in

KV TO* alfMTt can, according to the sense and the position of the

words, belong only to the first member*: t^ovref irapprjaiav, and not

also to the second : nal (K%ovTeg) lepia. The meaning in both con-

structions remains substantially the same. Still the latter construc-

tion, as will immediately appear, yields a finer sense. 'Ev is not

to be explained as a Hebraism, and taken in an instrumental sense,

but in its own proper signification
"

in." The style of conception
and expression, as a whole, is figurative, borrowed from the Old

Testament ritual of the atonement festival. In that festival the

high priest must have died, if he had entered into the presence of

God in the holiest of all without the sacrifice of blood
; only when

sprinkled with the blood, and thus as it were covered with it, could

he dare to enter in, and even then only with fear and trembling, and

no one dared follow him. We, on the contrary, because covered with

the blood of Christ (KV al^art, therefore at K^OVTE^ have all of us full

joyful confidence to enter into the, not figurative but, real holiest of

all, i. e.
}
to the opened paternal heart of God, after our high priest

who has gone before us on this way, a way which is everlastingly

fresh and living. 'Ey/catvt^v, as at ix. 18 in the signification
"
to

consecrate,"
" to bring into use for the first time." This entrance

which he has consecrated for us is called a 666^ Trpoo^aroc. This word

is formed from the rad. inus. $ A
2, and signifies literally

"
fresh

VOL. VI. 34
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slaughtered/' then "new," "fresh." (So also Olshausen). The

signification "bloody" (Tholuck) belongs to it here just as little as

elsewhere
;
nor would this signification be even suitable lure, ;is then

there would be no difference in this respect between the new cove-

nant and the old, seeing that the Levitical high priest also might
not enter into the holiest of all

" without blood" (chap, ix. 7).

T\.p6o<t>aTo<; rather signifies
"

fresh," which, however, is not th;' same
as new, novus, Kturoc,, as if it were intended to designate the way
opened up by Christ as a new, a later, in opposition to the Old Tes-

tament way ;
nor is it equivalent to recens, in the sense of this way

being now as yet new, but one which would afterwards become old

and obsolete
;
the idea is precisely the reverse, namely, that while

the Old Testament atonement festivals were effectual only for a

year, the entrance to God opened up by Christ is still always // w
and fresh, notwithstanding the decades that have since elapsed, con-

sequently, that in general, it remains evtrbutirtglyfresh. That way,

however, is called living in opposition to the way by which the

Levitical high priest had to pass to the holiest of all, which was

an earthly local way, a place of dead earth or stones which the

feet trod, while the way to God upon which Christ has gone before

us, and by which we must follow him, consists for him and for

us in a living act] (others, as for example Olshausen, explain

living
=

life-giving, which is contrary to the usage as well as to the

context).

Christ has gone this way before us through the vail,* an evident

allusion to the fact that, at the death of Christ, the vail was rent in

twain, and the holiest of all laid open (Matth. xxvii. 51, com p. also

our remarks on Tre<}>aveptiaOai } chap. ix. 8). Still, it is not to be

thought that Christ entered to the Father through that vail of the

Old Testament sanctuary which was then rent, for the author adds

the explanatory words : that is to say )as flesh. By this is, of course,

not meant that the body of Christ was that which had separated us

from God (Schulz and others); but that the fact of the violent kill-

ing of the body of Christ corresponded to the symbolical fact of the

rending of the symbolical vail. Throughout, then, we find that

what corresponds to the local earthly OK?JV/'I is not a aKi]n] in heaven

in like manner local, but that acts and relations correspond to the

localities ; the act of the spiritual entrance to the paternal heart of

God corresponds to the local entrance into the holiest of all, the in-

ternal blotting out of guilt through the atoning death of Christ

corresponds to the local rending of the vail.

The second object belonging to t^ovref, the second thing which

* This local signification of 6id c. gen. (cornp. Luke iv. 30
;
Rom. xv. 28) should

never have been doubted in our passage. Olshausen takes <5m as instrumental, and a ;p

in the sense of "suffering." But, granted that the latter wore allowed, still the worda

<5t(i rov naTanerdoftaTus remain unexplained.
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we possess is
" a great priest over the house of God." 'lepevg

frequently occurs in the Sept. as synonymous with ap^tepevf, and
hence many (Klee, Tholuck) have here also rendered it by

"
high

priest." But as our author elsewhere uniformly expresses this lat-

ter idea by dpxiepev$, he must certainly have had a reason for using
another expression here

;
he must have meant to say here, not that

we have an high priest, but that we have " a great priest." And,
indeed, there is nothing said here of the high priests as opposed
to .the ordinary priests, but Christ appears as the one, great, exalted

priest in whom the entire idea of all priesthood finds its realization,

in opposition to the Levitical priests as a whole, the high as well as

the ordinary priests.

In ver. 23 the exhortation itself now follows : Trpoaep^wpeOa scil.

ds TO, ayia. Does the true holiest of all stand open, it is criminal

not to make use of this entrance. But how that entrance is to be

made, we are told in the words with true heart, etc. First and above

all, a true heart is required. This is the first condition and the

ground of all faith, that the heart be true ; that it be not biassed by

self-deception regarding its wretched state by reason of sin, nor by

self-deception also regarding all its endeavours, its inclinations, its

plans. It is not that painful self-examination in order to search out

sins which one has not that is required, as the victims of certain

fanatical and morbid tendencies would demand, who make the very

greatness of the corruption of which they speak, a merit, or a ground
of self-elation. No ! it is enough if the man truly knows the sins

which he has, and thereby comes to the knowledge that he has not

merely sins, but sin, and that he is encompassed with it even in his

best works. Where this knowledge takes root, it will dispel the

delusive fancy that God needs no atonement, that God is only a

dead idol who knows not the auger of holy love. It will dispel, too,

all confidence in false self-made atonements, all merit of works, it

will destroy all self-deception abbut an atonement through other

sacrifices than the sacrifice of Christ, in like manner, also, the self-

deception which leads a man to regard as meritorious, and to rest

his hope on, faith itself, or an institution of faith, a church confes-

sion, etc. A true heart is such a heart as regards itself, the person
in its totality, in the mirror, not of a means of grace or an institu-

tion of grace, but in the mirror of the person of Jesus Christ, and asks

itself whether it loves the Saviour above all things.

Secondly, the ir^po^opia mareu^ is required, the full undivided

fa^th, not a faith such as the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews

had, who to the questions :

"
Is Jesus the Messiah ? Is he the Son

of God ?" etc., replied in the affirmative indeed with head and

mouth, but yet were not satisfied with the sacrifice of Christ, and

thought it necessary still to lean on the crutches of the Levitical
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sacrifices, and on these crutches would limp into heaven. In like

manner, we find still a half faith, when one belongs to the Church
and attends divine service, and on a death-bed desires the word of

Christ and the consolations of his grace, but yet only measures off

for Christ a certain portion of his time and his activity, instead of

having Christ at all times before his eyes and in his heart, and let-

ting his whole being and life be penetrated by him. Christianity
and the business of the present life are regarded as two things

which, in respect of quantity, must be weighed against each other,

lest by giving too much to the one (Christianity) the other (the

earthly condition, honour, ptaasure, etc.) should suffer and be pre-

judiced ;
instead of its being remembered, that what we are and do

as men on the earth, we should be and do as Ctiristio.iis. But

wherever there is such incompleteness of faith, such shrinking from

a complete and entire devotedness to Christ, such earthly feeling

and reliance upon something else, as if happiness were to come from

this quarter or from that, only from some other source than from

Christ, there also, the danger is great of becoming the prey of error,

unbelief, and apostacy.

Thirdly, the fruit and effect of faith is required, viz. the conscious-

ness of sin being pardoned: 'EppavTiapKvoi rag napdia<; drro avi'eidi'joeus

novijpdc. The expression, again, is figurative, and finds its explana-
tion partly, in chap. ix. 19 (in which is the figure of the pavTir),

partly in chap. ix. 13, x. 2 (where we find the opposition between

the symbolical cleansing of the body and the real cleansing of the

oweidrjaig or napdia). 'ATTO depends on the idea of "cleansing" which

is implied in the (pregnant) pav-i&iv. Zvveidqms Trovrjpd is the op-

posite of owei6ijai$ dyadrj, Acts xxiii. 1
;
1 Pet. iii. 16 and 21

;
1

Tim. i. 5 and 19. Taken exactly, however, it does not signify
"
evil

(rebuking) conscience," but "
evil consciousness," where, indeed,

rrovrjpd is to be resolved into a genitive of the object (" conscious-

ness of evil," consciousness of beteg evil).

The words nai AeAov/zevot .... narc^d^evj etc., form a second

member of Hie exhortation. Kot kekovfievoi cannot, of course, be any

longer dependent on -rrpooepx^Oa, as otherwise, an intolerable asyn-

deton at Kare%w|uev would be the result. This participle, then, ra-

ther corresponds, in the place which it occupies, to the fyovTec., ver.

1. (" Seeing that we have an entrance .... and a priest ....
let us enter with true heart, in full faith, cleansed from the evil con-

science. And if we are now washed .... let us hold fast," etc.)

If tekovfievoi were grammatically connected with t-ppavTion6voi (as

Olshausen and others suppose), and connected, moreover, by a TOVT'

tern, then might we be justified in taking AtAov/ztVot TO otifia vdart

naOapti as the explanation of the figure tppavTia^Kvoi, and in under-

standing it in the proper sense of a washing of the body witJi water,
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t. e. of baptism. (" And, as we are baptized, let us," etc.) So Bleek

and others. But as /UAov^evot is quite parallel with the figurative

expression K^ovrsg irapprjoiav el^ rrjv siaodov rtiv aytwv, and KppavrLd^ivoi

also was to be taken figuratively, it is better (with Calvin, Beza,

Ernesti, Limborch, etc.) to understand this ^e^ovfj-evoi also figura-

tively (with reference to Ezek. xxxvi. 25), so that the meaning is :

" And if we are now thus washed from our sins." Thus it con-

tains that which connects it with the concluding word of the first

member.
The exhortation itself is : Karexuftev rrjv dpokoyiav rfjs Kknidoc;

dK^ivrj, let us hold fast the profession of the hope unmoved. The

profession, that in Christ, and in him alone, is forgiveness of sins to

be obtained, which the readers were steadfastly to maintain before

the Jews, is here called a profession of the hope, a designation which

finds its full explanation in chap. iv. 1. It is the profession that

the Christian also, nay the Christian alone, has the hope of the

promised rest; that he, although cast out from the theocracy and

the temple, persecuted, destitute of all earthly good, of all carnal

hope of a Messiah, yet has the assured hope of inheriting the king-

dom. To such a profession of hope belongs now, as it did then, the

faith which regards an unseen and as yet unfulfilled word of God as

a much surer and more certain possession (why ? the parenthesis

moTog, etc., shews) than all the visible and attainable glory of the

present world. But in our own day, that profession of the hope has

again become one of the highest and most important duties, inas-

much as now oi Kvveg (Rev. xxii. 15), both among Jews and Gentiles,

as then among Jews (Phil. iii. 2) are crying out, that " man by

being amused with fair promises for another world, is losing his

happiness in this."

The author, in the first member of the exhortation, has said

how the Christian is to conduct himself towards God, in the second,

towards the world without, and now in the third member of the exhor-

tation, ver. 24, 25, he says how he is to conduct himself towards the

brethren, the Church. There is a false considering of one another

which proceeds from selfishness and pride, and is forbidden by the

apostle Paul, Gal. vi. 4. But there is also a true considering of one

another, which, as it proceeds from love, has the tendency only to

call forth " emulation in love and in good works," and this is recom-

mended in the verse before us. To this general duty, however, the

special one is added, not to neglect attendance on the Christian as-

semblies, as many of the readers had already done through the fear

of man. 'Emawayajy??, formed from emavvdyetv to assemble, is dis-

tinguished from ovvayvyrj, inasmuch as, according to the usus ling-

uae, it was not a designation for the Jewish religious assemblies

which are still called
"
synagogues," but had always preserved the
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more general signification
"
assembly" (2 Mace. ii. 7

;
2 Thess. ii.

1), so that it might therefore be applied to the designation of the

Christian assemblies. Calvin, Hunnius, J. Capellus, Kuinoel, and

others, falsely explain it of the "
society of Christians," so that

tyKaraXeiTTeiv rfjv Iniovvayuyqv would be equivalent to
"

fall away
from Christianity,"

"
to become Jews." The great majority of com-

mentators understand it rightly in a more special sense, namely, of

becoming careless and shy in their attendance on the Christian con-

gregational assemblies. To this remaining away from the assemblies

is now opposed the TrapoaAe?v. At napaKaXovvrs^ it is simplest to

supply iavrovg, and the object of the napaicateiv may be supposed to

be chiefly the attendance on the assemblies. (" But incite one an-

other to attendance on these assemblies.") As a special motive to

this, the visible approach of the day is adduced, '\\iif-pa does not

denote the final judgment, but the well-known Old Testmnmt idea of

the day of the Lord (nt-> or). The prophets (from Joel onwards)
had predicted, that the Lord would, at one time, come to judge
Israel and all the nations of the earth. Jesus had explained to his

disciples that this day of the Lord had divided itself into two epochs
or acts, into a judgment upon Jerusalem, which was to be destroyed

and to continue trodden down, and a judgment on the Gentiles,
when their season of grace was past (Luke xxi. and Matth. xxiv.

;

Matthew, however, in his account of this address has regard princi-

pally to the points that relate to Israel, comp. my critique of the

evangelical history, p. 602-513). Here the author speaks to Israel-

ites, and therefore of the day of the Lord in so far as it concerned

the people Israel. That the predicted judgment upon Israel was

approaching with rapid strides, every one must in the beginning of

the 60th year have " seen" (flteneiv), who was not as an obdurate

Jew already stupefied by the intoxicating cup which preceded the

judgment. A people torn asunder by raging factions would resist

the Roman power which extended over the world !

SECTION SECOND.

TIRST MOTIVE. DANGER AND CONSEQUENCES OF FALLING AWAY.

(Chap. x. 26-31.)

Vers. 26, 27. The expression sin voluntarily does not, according

to the context, denote every kind of particular known sinful acts

which a Christian commits even after regeneration (the 27th verso

speaks definitely of adversaries, and in the passage from Deut. xvii. G,
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cited in ver. 28, it is blasphemers of the law that are spoken of!),

but neither, as regards the 'meaning of the word, does it denote the

special sin of apostasy itself. The former explanation is too general,

the latter too narrow. The author has rather in his mind, as regards

the general character of the expression, many various kinds orforms
of the dpaprdveiv, as regards the context, however, only such kinds

and forms as lead to apostasy, or which already involve a degree of

apostasy. He, therefore, sinned Knovaiug in the sense of ver. 26,

who, from the fear of man, absented himself from the assemblies,

or who, through any kind of denial of the truth, rendered it possi-

ble for him still to be allowed to take part in the worship of the

temple, etc. Now, whoever, after having known the truth, commits

such sins, therefore against better knowledge and against conscience,

and thus implicitly contemns the one sacrifice of Christ, for him

there exists no second atoning sacrifice, by which he can be cleansed

from the guilt of this new and highly aggravated sin
;
but his por-

tion is
, subjectively in himself,

" a fearful expectation of a judg-

ment," 5, on the part of God corresponding to that expectation,
" the heat of a fire which is already about to consume the adversa-

ries (of God)." fyoffepd t'/cdo^r) Kpioeuc; is not by hypallage for KKdo^rj

Kpiaeug (f)of3epdg (J. Capellus), but is to be taken literally. He who
acts thus, has before him the certainty of being judged, and this

certainty is fearful, it is already in itself a punishment.
As the expectation of judgment forms the antithesis to the exist-

ence of an atoning sacrifice, we shall therefore have to understand

the judgment not of the destruction of Jerusalem, but of the being

judged on the day of the second coming of Christ mentioned in

chap. ix. 27, seq. The Scripture speaks of a threefold destiny after

death. (Comp. our remarks on chap. xi. 39). He who, as one born

again, as a member of Christ, has fallen asleep in Jesus, comes not

into judgment (John v. 24), but goes to Christ in heaven (2 Tim.

iv. 18
;

Phil. i. 23). He who has died without being born again,
but yet without positive unbelief, consequently without having had
the opportunity of believing, goes into the place of the dead, into

Hades
;
he belongs not, however, to those whose sins are forgiven

neither in this life nor in the life to come (Matth. xii. 31, seq.) but

is judged on the last day according to his works, and if (Rom. ii. 7)

he has perseveringly striven in well-doing after immortality, he will

be reckoned among the number of those sick ones, for whose healing

(depaneia) ,
after the final judgment, are the leaves of the tree of

life (Eev. xxii. 2). There is for him, therefore, in the interval be-

tween death and the resurrection, no fearful looking for of judg-
ment. But he who has had the opportunity of attaining to faith,

and yet with persevering obstinacy has put this opportunity away
from him (Matth. xii. 31, seq.), and further, he who hs attained to
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I

faith and yet has fallen away (Heb. vi. 1
;

x. 26-31), goes into Sheol,

but with the certain consciousness that the xpiaig, judgment and

condemnation, awaits him, and that that eternal fire is prepared for

him which is to consume the adversaries of God (according to Is.

Ixvi. 24).

Most unjustly, therefore, do Roman theologians . appeal to this

passage, as a proof of that purgatory which is to purge away the

guilt of all the particular sins which are committed by tiie regenerate.

Nothing is said here either of every kind of particular sins, or of

people who are still in a regenerate state and have the hope of being

saved, or of a purging away of those sins. On the contrary, what

is not atoned for by the one sacrifice of Christ remains, according to

ver. 26, still unexpiated.
That the author in ver. 26, 27 was not speaking of every parti-

cular known sin committed by regenerate persons, but only of such

sins as led to or involved apostacy, is confirmed chiefly by ver. 28 ;

for in the passage here cited from Deut. xvii. 6, it is not said that

every one who had transgressed any command of God is to be punish-
ed with death, but he only who was convicted by two or three wit-

nesses of having apostatizedfrom God, served false Gods, and broken

tfie covenant. If, then, the falling away from the old covenant was

so severely punished, how much more the falling away from Chris-

tianity. This is denoted by the words trample on the Son of God

(used in Horn. II. 4, 157, as a figure expressive of the most insolent

contempt and rejection), further, as counting unholy*(o*v6f ,
as at

chap. ix. 13) the blood of the covenant (chap. ix. 15--23) for he

who, not from error, but, against better knowledge, falls away from

faith in the atoning death of Christ, thereby declares the death of

Christ to be the just punishment of a malefactor and a blasphemer ;

finally, this falling away from Christ is said to be a v>3pi(; against

the Holy Ghost, a wanton presumptuous thrusting out of this spirit,

consequently an aggravated
"
sin against the Holy Ghost" (Matth.

xiL 31, seq.)

For such, God has prepared punishment, vers. 30, 31. The pas-

sage, Deut. xxxii. 35, is wont to be adduced as a prohibition of

revenge being exercised by the injured person himself (" vengeance
is mine, saith the Lord, I will repay"), but this is not its original

.sense. In the context it is not the sins of men against men that

are spoken of, but the future hardening of Israel against the saving
and redeeming work of God, and thus God speaks :

"
Vengeance

and requital are mine (cWi c;?; "$)=! know to requite, I have the

will and the power to do so
;

so that the emphasis lies not on tfioi

but on the word KudiKTjms, and our author has applied the passage

quite correctly. The other passage, Ps. cxxxv. 14, needs no ex-

planation, and as little does the exclamation, ver. 31, which closes

the section.
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SECTION THIED.

SECOND MOTIVE. CALLING TO MIND THEIR FORMER FAITH.

(X. 32 XI. 1.).

Ver. 32, 33. The transition is similar to that at chap. vi. 10.

The readers have already at an earlier period endured manifold trials

for their faith
;
in this lies a double motive for them not to fall

away from their faith now
; first, because thereby all their former

sufferings would be rendered vain
; and, secondly, that suffering

itself was an experimental testimony to the power of faith.

$o)Ttcr0evTf denotes here, as at chap. vi. 4, the first step in conver-

sion (see the remarks there made). "Adkrjoig a later Greek word

for the classic ddkog. The struggles they had passed through were

twofold
; partly, they had already, themselves become to the mass

of unbelievers and enemies a spectacle (of malicious pleasure, of

contempt, of delight in cruelty), inasmuch as they had endured

shame and ignominy of all kinds (oveiSia^ot) , nay, even actual

afflictions (0Ati/>e^) ; partly, they had become companions of those

who were so circumstanced (avaarpefaodai, not pass, but mid. se

gerere, versari). By this is generally understood, that the readers

must have seen many individuals of their acquaintance enduring

contempt and affliction
;
but the expression icoivuvol yi-vqOvTeg (not

yevopevoi) rather indicates, that they in the act of their conversion had,

once for all, become members of the society, of which they knew that

such things happen and are wont to happen to it.

Vers. 34. Instead of deofiioig (A.D., Peshito, Philoxen., Armen.,

Vulgate, Chrysostom, Theodore
fc, CEcumenius) many versions and

the lectio recepta read deo^olg uov. The latter reading, however,
has less of external testimony in its favour, and, besides, might
more easily take its rise out of dea^tioig (from regard to conformity
with 2 Tim. i. 16, and its being taken for granted that Paul was

the author) than vice versa. Moreover, deapolg pov is not oven

suitable
;

for granted that Paul was the author of the epistle, the

Jewish Christians of Jerusalem were not, like Timothy, with the

apostle in Home, or in Caesarea, and, therefore, could only very in-

directly be called companions of his bonds
; avarradTJaare is, however,

by all means to be taken as explanatory of icoivuvoi yevridtvTec, ;
this

is evident from the nal yap. We therefore adopt the reading

deapioig (with Grotius, Bengel, Semler, Michaelis, Griesbach, Lach-

mann, Knapp, Bleek, and almost all the modern expositors). Now,
as Kal yap . . . ov^-nadriaarK is explanatory of KOLVUVOI yevrjdKvreg, SO

is nal rrjv dpTTayrjv} etc., explanatory of 6earpt^6uevoi. By the spoil-

ing of their goods, we are to understand what we find still at this

day taking place in the sphere of the Jewish mission
;
when a Jew
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shows himself determined to hecome a Christian, he is disinherited

by his relations, his share in the property is withheld from him,
his credit and every source of gain withdrawn

;
he falls into a state

of complete destitution. But in our own day there is not wanting,

any more than there was then, that state of miiid which is expiv.-M-il.

in the words "knowing that ye have in heaven a better property
and an abiding." How do such newly converted Jews put to shame

those Christians who, for example, week after week, de.v crate the

Lord's day by manual labor and worldly business, rather than make

up their minds to suffer a trilling loss of earthly gain. There is

wanting in them faith in the divine bk-.ui;/ and in that brt>- r wealth!

In ver. 35 the readers are exhorted still to maintain that joyful

confidence with which, assured of the better wealth, they had boldly
encountered losses and sufferings; for this confn/-

. c> will not put
them to shame, the recompense of the hoped-for \-

.1 in hea-

ven will assuredly be theirs. Here, of course, it is not a reward of

meritorious works that is spoken of; the sole basis of that confi-

dence consists in the fa/'tJt which trusts in Christ, and only in him.

He, again, who regards this fnitk and cm itself as a meritori-

ous work, only fchows by this, that he has not the true faith, and

Las not attained to the true confid ,

Ver. 36. The continuance of that joyful confidence is indispen-

sable, because the readers are so situated as that, in order to be

able to inherit the promised possession, they will still have need of

great and long patience and steadfastness But that pa-
tience and perseverance in suffering can ur<>w out of no other root

than out of confidence, is clear. He who, from the first, encounters

suffering with the bold assurance that his enemies can kill only
the body but not the soul, and that they can spoil him only of the

worthless earthly goods but not of the al>i<lin<j j>,-r>/ ////, will from the

first be prepared for a cheerful endurance of suffering, and will not

fail of perseverance. But he who meets suffering without that confi-

dence, full of fear and full of sorrow for the losses that threaten him,
will become more comfortless and more impatient under every new

trial. Thus the necessity ofyaftVnce (the fruit) is a proof of the neces-

sity vi confidence (the root). By the n.-i/l of God, in this context, is to

be understood his will that we should confess Christ's name before

men. If we do this, we shall obtain as the fruit of it the fulfil-

ment of the promise, that he also will confess us before his heavenly

Father. 'ETrayyeAta is used here as at chap. ix. 15, xi. 13, to de-

note that which is promised.

In ver. 37, 38, the author shows more particularly why the

readers have need of patience, because, namely, the judgment upon

Jerusalem, from which only faith can save them, is now near at

hand. He expresses this idea in the words in which formerly
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Habakkuk had spoken (ii. 3, seq.) of the then impending judgment

through the Chaldeans. The passage Habakkuk ii. 3, seq. is there-

fore by no means cited as a proof that now the judgment is impend-

ing* over Jerusalem
;
but the words of Habakkuk are only applied

to an analogous case (as if,
for example, a preacher in a farewell dis-

course to a thoroughly hardened congregation should exclaim: " How
often would I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens

under her wings, but ye would not"). The first words KTI yap pucpov

oaov oaov are a free introduction of the subject by our author (per-

haps a recollection of Sept. Is. xxvi. 20). "Oaov, here in the

adverbial signification of "only." The repetition of a word to

strengthen the idea is rare in Greek. " He who comes is nigh and

delays not
;
but the just will have life from faith; if, however, he

yields to fear my soul shall have no pleasure in him." In the context

of the passage in Habakkuk, people are spoken of who do not

believe in the threatenings of the prophets, but carelessly pursue
their course; on the contrary the term n:n>3 denotes the state of

mind belonging to those who believe the prophet, and expect from

Jehovah alone the punishment of the ungodly, and the deliverance

of the godly from the judgments. (Altogether against the context

is the explanation of the words of Habakkuk : The just will remain

alive because of his well doing, because of his good works.) The

Sept. has therefore rightly translated insiMna by t- -niore^. The
words t:dv vTrooTELkrjTat, again, are a free translation; in the Heb. it

is te Mi-si rrttp so nVsy nsr;,
"
behold, he is puffed up, his soul is not

upright in him" (denoting the pride of unbelief); the Sept. has

rendered it by vnoarikXeiv; this means "to let down" (namely the

sail), hence to be timorous, afraid. The Sept. has also put faint-

heartedness in place of proud defiance. But precisely in this form

the idea was doubly suitable to the object of our author, and as he

does not apply the passage as an argument, but simply makes use

of and applies the words in his own name, so he might, with all the

less hesitation, follow the Sept. which was familiar to his readers.

In ver. 39 he expresses the idea :

" We would surely not go to

destruction but save our souls
; consequently, we must not be afraid,

but must believe," by concisely blending the two members of the senti-

ment (just as at chap. viii. 6, etc., where also he has united the two

members in one sentence) thus :

" We belong not to those who are

afraid unto destruction, but who believe to the saving of the soul."

%V%TI is used here in the Old Testament sense for
life. According to

the context, it is the bodily preservation from the judgment im-

pending over Jerusalem that is here spoken of.

*
Falsely Theophylact ;

the author will prove, that if the judgment was already near

in the time of Habakkuk, it must now be so much nearer (J) This idea is indicated by

nothing in the text.
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CHAP. xi. 1. The thought closes here. Ver. 35 : You must hold

fast the confidence
; ver. 36 : for ye have need of the patience which

springs from it
; ver. 36-38: for the judgment upon Judea is near

from which only the believing, not the fearful, are preserved ; chap.

xi. 1: but faith shows itself in that feeling (of confidence) which

holds fast the future promised good.

Several commentators indeed (Erasmus, Bohme, Winer) would

put a comma after -rriarig, take tort as verb, substantivum, and vnoo-

raais and eAey^of as apposition to marts. But the sentiment :

"
Faith,

however, really exists" would be altogether remarkable. Who had

ever doubted that faith really exists in the world ? And when, in

support of this construction, it is affirmed that tan as copula cannot

stand at the beginning of the sentence, such passages are forgotten

as Luke viii. 11 : tori 6e av-n\ i\ -rrapaftoAi]. In the preceding context

of that passage it is said that the understanding of the parables is

important, and then the transition is made to the explanation of

the parables themselves. Just so here. In ver. 38 it was said that

faith is necessary; in chap. xi. 1 the question is answered, what then

is this faitti.

We take <m, therefore, with the great majority of commentators,
as copula. Ver. 1, however, does not contain a definition of faith (as

ver. 1 does not form the superscription of a new section, but the

conclusion of the foregoing), but a description of faith from a partic-

ular point of view given in the context (x. 34-38). It is to be

shewn, in how far it is faith which gives that confidence described in

ver. 34. Faith is therefore viewed here not as opposed to works, but

as opposed to sight, and therefore so generally as to belong not only
to the sinner who hopes for pardon for the sake of Christ, but to

every one who rests more on the unseen and the future than on the

seen and present, hence also to the Old Testament believers (chap,
xi. 2 xii. 1), hence also to Christ himself (chap. xii. 2, seq.).

Now faith is a v-oaraaig ehmfrnKvuv. On vrrooraaig compare
what is said at chap. iii. 14. Here it is, of course, to be taken in

the sense of fiducia, firmly grounded confidence. All faith refers to

the future, and has for its basis a present capability and necessity of

farOier development. The perfect man has no longer need of faith

(1 Cor. xiii. 8, seq.), nor does the Son of God as eternal, or Christ

as exalted, need faith. On the other hand, as he walked in lowli-

ness on our account, and was partaker of the yet unglorified human

nature, he needed faith in the glorious issue of his work, over which

a heavy cloud then hung (comp. below on chap, xii.); and in like

manner, the Christian needs faith, as, at present, he has nothing
more of the victory over sin and death than the unseen ground of it,

namely, Christ; everything else lies as yet in the futuiv.

As faith refers to the future, so also from its nature does it refer
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to the invisible, or more exactly : to good things, which are not seen

ekeyxos ov pXeTrofievuv. "~Etey%og does not, however (as Olshausen

thinks), signify "persuasion,"
" the state of being persuaded/' but

"
demonstration/'

" actual proof." Faith is, therefore, not merely
a subjective persuasion that those possessions although unseen are yet

present ;
but it is an act which itself gives the knowledge and proof

of the existence of those things not seen. The fact offaith is itself

the proof of the reality of its object. In faith the actual power of the

thing believed is already manifest. Thus the author has had a

reason for using in the first member, precisely the word v-n6ara<H<;,
"
grounding/'

"
state of being grounded." He will represent faith not

as a theory but as a life-power, which, inasmuch as it actually grasps
at the future and unseen possessions, is thereby actually assured of

them. (And so Thomas Aquinas is, although not exegetically, yet

substantially right when he explains K^-m^ofievuv vnoaraoig from this,

that faith is
" the subsistence of the things hoped for themselves,

the beginning of their possession already entered upon." 'Tnoaraatg

does not signify
"
subsistence," but the idea of Thomas Aquinas is

quite the correct one.) For that is just the nature and character-

istic quality of faith, that it begins not with theories and arguments,
but with acts. Credo ut intelligam. As the new-born child does

not first receive instruction on the necessity of breathing, and then

resolve to breathe, but first breathes, and then grows to the youth
who learns to understand the process of breathing, so also must that

which is born of the spirit in us first inhale in deep inspirations the

heavenly breath of life, ere it can grow up to full knowledge. And
as the drawing of the breath is itself the surest proof of the exist-

ence of a life-bringing atmosphere which we breathe, so is the act

of that faith which lays hold on the future and unseen possessions,

and draws strength from them, the most satisfactory proof of the fact

that these possessions are more than mere fancies and chimeras.

SECTION FOUKTH.
THIRD MOTIVE. THE HISTORICALLY DEMONSTRATED POWER OF

FAITH.

(xi. 2 xii. 3).

In ver. 2 the theme of a new train of thought is connected by
yap with Uie concluding ideas of the foregoing. 'Ev ravrq yap euap-

TvprjOrjaav ol -npeafivTepot. Map-vpeladat, occurs in an absolute sense in

Acts vi. 3 and other passages, in the signification
"
to have for one-

self a good witness,"
" to stand in good repute." Almost all com-
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mentators would therefore, here also, take naprvpeioOai absolutely,

and t-v ravrij as indicating the ground of it, either by making; t-v

stand for Sid
(
il on account of their faith the ancients received a s^ood

report"), or by supposing it necessary to supply an ov?e$ (" as being
in the faith they received a good report"). The former supposition

is inadmissible as being not consistent with the good Greek style of

our author
; if, however, ovreg must be supplied, it would be much

better to take t-v ravrq ovreq as expressing the import of the naprv-

piov.
"
They are testified of as being in the faith" = "

it is testified

of them that they were in the faith." And the particulars which

follow would correspond much more to this idea. For, in the ex-

amples, ver. 3, se<|., nowhere are eulogies mentioned which had been

made upon the ancients on account of their faith, but it is merely
shewn how it appears from their history, that in no other state of

mind can they have found the requisite strength for their achieve-

ments, but in that described in ver. 1 (and in chap. x. 35 xi. 1, en-

joined on the readers).

And thus the sentiment :

"
in tfiis state of mind the fathers also

stood and acted" connects simply, by means of yap, with the exhor-

tation x. 35 xi. 1 as a further motive.

There can also be no doubt as to what the examples ver. 3 are

properly meant to shew. It certainly is not meant merely to rep< at

in concrete examples the affirmation made generally in ver. 2 as stc-h,

as a mere affirmation. Still less can it be the purp"so of the author

topr"\< some sueh proposition as that faith has expressed itself dif-

ferently at different times, and thus to justify the general character

of the definition in ver. 1. This is evident, already, because the first

verse is neither a definition nor a superscription to the section (it

rather, as we saw, forms the conclusion of the foregoing section).

These examples are plainly intended to prove the thesis laid down
in ver. 2, to demonstrate its truth. The author had said : Of the

ancients also it is witnessed that they had the faith described in

ver. 1. This is now proved, however, not directly, for the word
nirfcx

i.s, in the Old Testament, applied only in very rare cases to

Old Testament persons. The author must therefore shew that the

in in'/ is true
;
that indirectly at least, the state of mind which dis-

tinguished the ancients is described to be such as is represented
in ver. 1 and denoted by the name irian?, namely, a firm reliance

on the future and the unseen. And this the author fully demon-

strates.

In vor. 3 he shews that all religion, as such, the worship of a

living God, an invisible Creator, is in itself nothing. leVs than a

rising above the visible to the invisible.
"
By faith (not : by means

of faith, not : in faith, but = by an act of that -mrrtf, that disposi-

tion of mind described in ver. 1) we perceive that the worlds were
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framed by a word of God." In voovfiev there lies a kind of oxy-
moron

; vo7]OL(; generally forms the antithesis to moriq ; vorjaig is

perception obtained through the medium of vision. The idea there-

fore* is, that that state of mind denoted by -nianq (the demonstration

of the power of the unseen in man) qualifies the man to perceive

something which is properly not perceptible, namely, not perceptible

by ilie senses; that therefore a higher sensorium above the sensual

sensorium is opened up in the man. The worlds are created by
God's word,

"
so that that which is seen (TO ^XeTroftevov according to

A.D.E. Copt., Clem. Al. etc.) was made of that which does not ap-

pear." Beza, Bengel, Schulz, Bohme, Winer, de Sacy, Martin,

Osterwald, the Port Royalists, Bleek, Olshausen, etc., refer fir/ as

respects the position of the words, to yeyovevat, and render :

" So

that that which is seen was not (again) made of that which is visi-

ble." But if this were the idea which was meant to be expressed,
then the author would not have used the two words f3keTr6fj,evov and

<f)aiv6fj,eva, but must necessarily have used fi^eneadai both times, or

<j)aiveaOai both times, in order by the repetition of the same word to

express what in German has to be expressed by
" wieder." Besides

this, the sentiment in this negativeform would in general be unsuitable.

That the visible cannot again have proceeded from what is visible,

would be no affirmation of faith, but one of speculation, a philoso-

pheme. The translators of the Peshito and Vulgate, then Chry-

sostom, Theodoret, (Ecumenius, Theophylact, Erasmus, Luther,

Gerhard, Tholuck, and a great number of other commentators, have

therefore more properly supposed a transposition (ft?)
t- for t' p/),

and with all the more reason as examples of analogous transposi-

tions, precisely in the case of the preposition :>
are not wanting.

(Especially comp. the example adduced by Tholuck from Arist.

Phys. (v. 1 : rr/v KK
ft?) vnoKeifJtevov elg vTroKeinevov ftera/3oA?/i' . . .

77

yap ft?) fcf viroKeijievov elg p/ viroiteifiKVov OVK eon
fjera/3oA?/). It is wrong,

hoAvever (with Luther, J. Capellus, Calov, Bretschneider, etc.); to

explain rd
fii) <^aiv6fj.sva by rd OVK 6Vra,

"
nothing," and quite as

wrong to understand by it chaos (Limborch, etc.). The explanation
of \ir\ (fxuvofieva which refers it to the ideas in God (in the Platonic

sense) is hetereogeneous, although an approximation to the truth.

The expression must rather of necessity be explained (with Tho-

luck) from the antithesis laid down in ver. 1. Most will depend, how-

ever, on our keeping in view the distinction between
[ir\ and OVK. Ov

denies the existence, ft?/
the quality ; ov says that a thing is not objec-

tively, ft?/ denies a thing as conceived or conceivable. OVK ov denotes

that which does not exist, which is not
; f? ov that whose existence,

in respect of its quality, is a nonexistence, a thing unreal. In short,

ov before adjectives is generally rendered by
"
not," ft?? before adjec-

tives generally by
" un-." Thus the ov /3Aerr6fteva are things which
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are not at present seen
; \ir\ ptenoneva would be things which, under

no condition, and at no time, could be seen. Ov $an>6[iKva would be

things which (at the time or in the circumstances spoken of in the

context) do not come into appearance ; prj (pcuvofifva are things which,
from their nature, cannot come into appearance. By the plural ^77

tjMuvopeva cannot, however, of course, be denoted blank nothing, and

just as little can chaos be denoted, which is dark and confused, in-

deed, but by no means lying beyond the sphere of appearance. The

fill ^aivofieva must rather be qualitatively-invisible things or powers, to

the vorjois of which the man raises himself in faith, from looking

upon that which is seen. If, too, we are not at liberty to understand

by this precisely the ideas in the Platonic sense, we are yet led by the

expression word of God to think of the invisible creative powers
which form as it were the import of his wor<l.

In vers,. 4 7 follow examples takenfrom the time before Abraham.

Through the disposition of mind denoted by Trm? Abel offered a

better sacrifice than Cain. Cain offered fruits of the field, which in

themselves were not adapted for sacrifice, for the atoning nVis (comp.
what is said on chap. ix. 19, seq.), and were also not so valuable as

animals. Abel offered the firstlings and fattest beasts of his flock.

He willingly gave up, therefore, a dear and valuable eartlly posses-

sion for the invisible possession of the consciousness of reconciliation,

and the manifestation of gratitude to God. He thus gave evidence

that he had that state of mind which in ver. 1 was called faith.

Therefore (6C fc refers to mo-if, as also 6C at>-//r, in respect of the

sense, must refer to man^) it was testified to him that he was right-

eous
; for, inasmuch as God was well pleased with his offering (fire

from heaven consumed it), he testified to Abel that he was justified.

And therefore, also, does Abel still speak after his death. AaA is

prses. hist, referring to Gen. iv. 10 (" thy brother's blood cries to me
from the ground"); as appears

'

evident also from Heb. xii. 24.

Therefore did God take it upon himself to be the avenger of the

murdered one, because he had died in faith, nay, on account of his

faith
;
for Cain had envied him just on account of God's being well

pleased with him. (The reading AaAelrat " he is still spoken of after

his death" is but ill-confirmed by external proofs, and yields a most

unsuitable sense
;
Cain is still spoken of too ! Even the passage

chap. xii. 24 proves that Aa/U7 must be the reading).

Vers. 5-6 is a kind of sorites. By faith Enoch was snatched

away so that he did not see death (Gen. v. 24). Wherefore by
faith ? He was taken away, because he led a life well-pleasing to

God
;
but God can be pleased only by faith. In this form, however,

the reasoning is still incomplete, because built upon a very general
axiom

;
hence the author in the words -rnorevoai yap del . . . on . . .

mentions that in the case of Enoch also, it was that faith which was
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spoken of, and in how far it was so. Precisely the faith that there

is a God, and one who will reward those who seek after him, found

place in Enoch, and could find place in him. Far from intending to

ascribe to Enoch the New Testament faith, the author defines the

niong here in its general form as it applied to the time of Enoch.

Enoch lived in that time when the descendants of Cain were im-

proving earthly life by inventions (Gen. iv. 20, seq.), but amid the

pleasures of the earthly life entirely forgot God, and when, already,
the Sethites also were infected with the prevalent corruption (Gen.
vi. 1, seq.). In that time Enoch led a godly life. He forgot not the

invisible God amid the things and enjoyments that were seen
;
he

longed for that blessedness which God is ready to give to those who
seek him.

Ver. 7. IlioTei belongs, of course, again to the principal verb

KarKOKEvaae. In how far the building of the ark was an act offaith,
we are told in the apposition %pr]iJ,aTiodei(;. Noah saw as yet .nothing
of the flood, when he began to build the ark

;
he acted with respect

to a mere prophecy; but God's word was to him more sure and cer-

tain than the supposition which had become habitual by sight that

the course of nature would continue ever the same, and more im-

portant to him than all the scorn and mockery of an unbelieving
world. Evkapqdeis not evXa(3rjg yevo^evog (compare Luke ii. 25

;

Acts ii. 5, viii. 2
;
Heb- v. 7, xii. 28) but= "

in wise foresight"

(namely, in that which sprung from his obedience of faith). Pru-

dence is not named as the source but as the reward of his conduct.

By his believing obedience he came to be at last the one who was

truly prudent. A truth of great practical importance ! He who,
like a child, blindly follows the will of God regardless of all conse-

quences, is the one who is truly prudent ;
for he builds on the

Eternal, and he will never allow his own to come to shame. He, on

the contrary, who, in the fear of man and from a wish to please

man, reckons when it will be profitable to follow the Lord, he who
first anxiously weighs the consequences, will with his false wisdom

assuredly come to shame. How many Christians would there be

now who, by the building of an ark (should God command this),

would take upon themselves the contempt of the whole world ?

We would not seek them among those who already shrink with fear

from the charge of "
pietism." By his faith

" Noah judged the

world." Noah by his faith
(i. e. by the building of the ark)

saved himself, and thereby left the world to the destruction it de-

served.

Ver. 8-19. A series of examples follows taken from the lifetime

of Abraham. If Abraham, at the call of God, left his home without

even knowing whither God would lead him, he rested more on things

promised of God than on things present, more on the invisible faith-

VOL. VI. 35
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fulness and power of the Lord than on what was visible; he shewed.

therefore, that he had that state of mind which the author in the

foregoing section had required of his readers, and which, in respect
of its main substance, he had called faith. It was a demonstration

of the same state of mind when Abraham, as well as Isaac and

Jacob (ver. 9), went into the land which was promised to him as

into a xtrancje land, so that he had to dwell in tents (wander through
it nomad-like), just where he found sufferance. He (as well as

Isaac and Jacob) might have .gone back, and dwelt in Mesopotamia
as a settled home (as is shewn at length ver. 15). From what

other motive did the patriarchs prefer wandering in a strange land

to dwelling in their native land, than that, believing in the promise
of God, they obeyed the command of God ? Their eye was di-

rected (ver. 10) not to the present and momentary, but to the fu-

ture and heavenly, to the blessing which God had promised to the

seed of Abraham, and through him to man, to the promised resto-

ration of the relation of God to man which sin had disturbed.

This promised blessing our author now designates as " the city

having settled foundations whose builder and maker is God." The

expression must, first of all, be explained from the antithesis to the

tents in which Abraham lived. That which gave him strength to

renounce a present and earthly home, and to pass his life in light

unfixed tents, was the expectation of a future settled city. Many
erroneously explain this city of the heavenly blessedness which

Abraham (for his own person) hoped to find after his death. This

is altogether unhistorical
;
Abraham expected after his death to be

gathered to his fathers in Sheol. Grotius, Clericus, and others

somewhat better refer the TroAi? to the (earthly) city of Jerusalem.

This, doubtless, is the idea of ver. 10, that Abraham on account of

the glory promised to his seed (for Kt-edt'xero yap is epexegetical of r/yr

t-TroyyeAm^, ver. 9), not, however, on account of the individual bless-

edness subjectively hoped for by him underwent the inconveniences

of a life-long pilgrimage. But Grotius and Clericus err, when they
limit this objective promise to the earthly building of the earthly
Jerusalem. Our author, even for the sake of his reader*, who clung
with a false tenacity to the earthly Jerusalem, would certainly

not have said that the earthly Jerusalem was that, on account of

which Abraham renounced a settled dwelling-place. He rather de-

notes by that "
settled city founded by God himself," which lie

places in opposition to Abraham's transitory tents, the entire and

total import of (he tfieocratical promise, and he does this, so as that in

the form of the designation, he does not confine himself to the -un-

developed intuition which Abraham had in his lifetime of the future

blessing and salvation (for Abraham had as yet, in general, heard

nothing of a "city," of the earthly Jerusalem, as little as of the
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heavenly), but takes up at the same time the development of the

promise which followed from the time of Abraham to that of Christ.

In David, the promise given to Abraham had found a fulfilment,

preliminarily and symbolically in the founding of the kingdom and
that of its principal city in splendour ;

but that David was not the

true, last, and proper Messiah, that a second David must come, was
known to the readers from 2 Sam. vii.

;
Ps. ii.

;
Ps. ex., and finally,

from the history of Jesus Christ himself. Abraham was not, of

course, aware of the distinction between the first and second

Anointed, the first and second Jerusalem nor does the author mean
at all to say that he was

;
but Abraham at all events looked for a

future settled kingdom, for a state of things in which his posterity

would no longer wander in tents from place to place (Gen. xvii. 6

and 8), and on account of this hope, he bore the difficulties of a

life-long state of pilgrimage. He looked therefore, in reality, for a

settled city which God would found for his seed. The Christian

knows that the future Jerusalem in the future kingdom of Christ

when he has come again, will form the true, mil, and final fulfilment

of this hope. The words of ver. 10 are, however, not to be interpre-

ted:
" Abraham looked for the future Jerusalem," but the words

mean only :

" Abraham looked for this, that God himself would

found a settled city for his seed/'

Ver. 11, 12. By faith Sarah received strength for the founding
of a posterity : if she had not overcome that paroxysm of doubt

of which we have an account in Gen. xviii. 12, (she was immediately
ashamed of it, ver. 15), she would, of course, not have yielded her-

self to the act of generation. Ver. 13, seq. It was also an act of

faith when the patriarchs died, one after another, without having
received the promise (t'rrayye/Ua as below ver. 39 and chap. ix. 15, x.

36), and notwithstanding, clung to the promise, nay as it were, al-

ready saw from afar and welcomed the promised blessing. This latter

they did, inasmuch as they called themselves pilgrims (Gen. xlvii. 9,

comp. Ps. xxxix. 12). This was an expression of their longing for

a country, not in any way for the earthly country which lay behind

them Mesopotamia (ver. 15) ;
for had such a longing taken poses-

sion of their hearts {jivryjtovev&v to remember anything, here in a

pregnant sense as at 2 Tim. ii. 8), they might at any moment have

returned thither. That they did not do so, that in spite of the feel-

ing that they were strangers they yet kept themselves from seeking

again that earthly country, is to be explained simply from their be-

lieving obedience to the instructions of God, and their believing

hope of the future possession of Canaan promised by God. In ver.

16 this promised future country is again called by the author a hea-

venly country, just as, at ver. 10, he brings the kind offulfilment

known to the Christians at the same time into the prophetical hope.
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Here, too, he will obviate the false application of the words on the

part of his readers, that the earthly Canaan as such was the aim of

the theocratical hope. That which the fathers hoped for their pos-

terity was not the ordinary earthly possession of an earthly land or

kingdom, hut the setting up of the kingdom of God upon earth, which

was to take place in Canaan. (Just as little as in ver. 10, how-

ever, is it in ver. 16 the individual blessedness after death that is

spoken of.)

Ver. 17-19. Abraham's readiness to offer up Isaac is mentioned

along with the rest of the acts of faith taken from the life of Abra-

ham. Abraham, who had received the promises when God tried

him, offered up his only son, him in whose person the promise
rested (ver. 18, comp. Gen. xxi. 12). As Abraham cannot himself

have given up hope in the promises, although he was ready to offer

as a burnt-offering the son through whom, according to God's ex-

press declaration, they were to be fulfilled, nothing remains to ac-

count for this but the supposition which our author expresses, ver.

19 (and in like manner Paul, Rom. iv. 17), that God would call the

dead buck again to life. And, on account of this faith which held

the infinite power of God to be surer than the power of death, and

which, therefore, blindly surrendered itself to the incomprehensible

leading of God, he received as a reward his son alive f.v -rrapafto^.

These words iv Topa/3oA^ are particularly difficult. Calvin, Cas-

tellio, Beza, Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, Kuinoel, Bleek, etc.,

take 7rapa/3oA?/ in the well-known signification figure, but then refer

iv 7rapa/3oAg to odev, and obtain the sense :

"
thence as it were, name-

ly, as it were, in vexpoiv, as it were from the grave, he received him

back." This explanation is the harshest. For, in the first place,

if 7ropa/3oA7/ signifies
"
figure," it cannot then signify

" as it were ;"
"

figuratively," and " as it were" or " not properly, in a certain

way," are surely very different ideas. Secondly, it is very harsh to

refer back odev to in ve/tpwv, instead of taking it as a causal parti-

cle "wherefore" (comp. Acts xxvi. 19), as the author assuredly

intends to mention here, as at vers. 4, 7, 14, 16, the recompense
which the believer obtained on account of his faith. Thirdly, how-

ever, it is besides impossible to refer tv napa(3o^ to this uOev
;
the

idea that Abraham received back Isaac " as it were from the dead,"

no one would ever express thus :

" whence he as it were received him;"
the pregnant idea which is intended to be in odev must have been ex-

pressed, at least by a /cat ZvrevOev, and the author must have said :

nal Iv-evOev, o>$- KTTO? elnelv, iicoptoaTo avrov. Others, as Theodoret,

Erasmus, Luther, Calov, Bohme, Olshausen, take -napaftoXi] likewise

in the signification
"

figure," but in reality leave to it this nignifica-

tion and explain: "wherefore he received him back as a *ymlol (or

in symbol). This idea is much more suitable
;

the author shows
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that that remaining-alivQ of Isaac, that deliverance from the danger
of death, was a symbol or type of the resurrection of Christ the only

begotten of God, whom God gave up as a sacrifice for the world ;

that resurrection through which the faith of Abraham, that God
was able to raise from the dead, found its confirmation, and was

crowned with its highest fulfilment. The only thing in this ex-

planation at which we might stumble is, that, according to it, we
should have expected rather elg rrapa^o^ijv ;

but the ev also yields a

good sense. In a figurative act Abraham received Isaac, that is,

the act of the Kopt&iv was a figure and type of a later and more

perfect act. The idea resulting from this explanation harmonizes

with the words Xojiad^Evo^ on, etc., so admirably, and with such

internal necessity, and at the same time the way is so prepared
for it by the designation of Isaac as the only begotten, that we hold

this explanation to be decidedly the true one, and therefore have

no need with a third class of commentators (Camerarius, Ernesti,

Tholuck, etc.) to take ev TrapafloXy = irapaj36 /Iwf or
"
against expec-

tation" (comp. Bom. iv. 18 ^ap' t-A7nda), a signification which does

not belong to the noun 7rapa/3oAr/. Hapaj3o^jj does signify
" bold

venture," but the signification "in bold venture/' would not at all

correspond to Kno^iaaro.

Ver. 20-22.. Several examples follow in which the patriarchs,

by the act of blessing their sons and descendants, declared that

they participated in the hope of the future fulfilment, or, by giving
commandment that their bones should be carried along with their

descendants from Egypt to Canaan, proved that they expected
with certainty the promised return (Gen. xv.). The first instance

is that of Jacob, who blessed the sons of Joseph (Gen. xlviii. 15,

seq.), by which he (ver. 21) distinctly expressed his hope of the

return to Canaan. With this are connected the somewhat enig-

matic words ical irpoasKvvrjaav em TO dupov ri)^ pd(36ov avrov. We
have here to inquire, first of all, why these words are cited along
with the rest, and then whether the Sept. has here given the right

translation. Assuredly the author did not cite these words along
with the rest, merely because he went on mechanically with the

quotation of the passage ;
for the words in question do not occur

at all in that passage, Gen. xlviii. 15, seq., but are to be found in

an earlier chapter (xlvii. 31). The author, therefore, had certainly

a definite object in view when he quoted these words. What then

was this object ? In the Masoretic text, the words run thus :

ntaan e'saHsy VN-TBI. h2j5 "and Israel leant (back again) on the

head of the bed (pillow),
" and this reading is not only very old

(Onkelos, Jonathan, Symmachus, Aquila, Peshito), but is also

plainly the more natural. The LXX read rrawn
,
and rendered just

as our author cites. But it can hardly be supposed, that in the
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word TrpooeKvvrjfjev, which is peculiar to the LXX., there lay the

idea which induced our author to cite the passage ;
he would hard-

ly have cited the passage on account of the circumstance that

Jacob "
prayed" (as if in his habit of praying there lay a special

proof of that faith described in ver. 1). I rather think that he

quoted the words in order to call to the minds of his readers, who
were familiar with the Pentateuch, the context of the passage. In

the context of that passage, Gen. xlvii., it is recorded how Jacob

gave orders to carry his bones to Canaan
; thus, then, these words

lead quite naturally to the analogous command of Joseph mention-

ed in ver. 22.

In ver. 2331, follow examples offaith from the time of Moses and

Joshua. Ver. 23. The whole existence of Moses became possible

through the faith of his parents, who laid the child in the basket

of reeds, confident that the infant which appealed to them as

darelov would be an object of care to the paternal eye of God which

looks into the smallest things, and that God's power is superior to

all, even the most evident, dangers, and is stronger than the frown

of Pharaoh. Ver. 24-26. Moses himself had the choice, either to

remain at the court as an Egyptian prince, and to enjoy all the

splendour of Egypt but then he must renounce his faith which his

mother as his nurse had implanted in his heart, and his connection

with his people ;
or to remain true to the God of his fathers but

then he must bid farewell to the court, and share in the difficulties

of his people. His God and his theocratical hope were dearer and

more precious to him than all present earthly fortune. He preferred

the atryKaKov^ladai to the "
enjoyment of sin ;" the "

reproach of

the Messiah" was dearer to him than all the riches of Egypt. In

the expression
"
reproach of Christ," the author again puts into the

germ the development known to the Christian. Moses had as yet re-

ceived no revelation of the " Anointed ;" he knew only the theo-

cratical promise in the simple form in which it was given to the

patriarchs. But the New Testament believer knows, that that

simple hope was destined to find its fulfilment in the " Anointed

of God." And thus the reproach which Moses endured, because it

was a theocratical was also a Messianic reproach such as has re-

ceived (Matth. xvii. 1.), and will yet farther receive, its honourable

reward through the Messiah.

Ver. 27 does not refer to Moses' wandering to Midian (Ex. ii.

15), where he indeed "
feared," but to the departure from Egypt

(Ex. xiv. 13). That the two parts of which this departure consist-

ed, namely, the Passover, and the passage through the Red Sea,
are afterwards specially mentioned, is no reason why the event as a

wnole might not also be mentioned first. The resolution, in gen-

eral, to undertake the dangerous work of delivering Israel from
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Egypt, was a ^fcrong act of faith, (comp. Ex. iii. 11, seq.). Moses

had steadfastly before his eyes God, the invisible, just as if he saw

him. Tbv doparov is here, according to the position of the words,
the object to t-/caprt'p?/ae. Kaprspelv as transit.

"
to bear any thing

steadfastly, or to do any thing steadfastly," hence generally in refer-

ence to any person or thing, to conduct oneself steadfastly. It is

a pregnant idea to be explained here thus : rbv doparov TIH&VEKOP-

reprjoe. (So also substantially Olshausen. The construction adopt-
ed by Bleek, Tholuck, etc., is forced : t/faprepT/ae yap, (if rbv doparov

6paiv).

Ver. 28 is clear. Had the Israelites not believed that God
would really slay the first born,* or had they had no faith in the

atoning power of the larnbs, they would not have marked their

door-posts with the blood of the Passover lambs. In like manner,
it was plainly a manifestation of faith (ver. 29), when they ven-

tured into the bed of the Red Sea, between the masses of water

standing wall-high on either side, which, physically considered,

seemed every moment as if they must close in upon them, as they
afterwards in reality did upon the Egyptians. Not less was it an

act of that faith which holds the command of God to be surer than

any appearance of sense, when the Israelites marched round the

walls of Jericho (ver. 30) with the blowing of trumpets instead of

laying siege to it (Josh. vi.). And Rahab, too, was saved by her

faith, she who trembled before the mighty God,
" who is a God

both above in heaven, and beneath on the earth/' and saved the

messengers of his people, and was therefore preserved from, the des-

truction of the city (in the power of this faith, however, also changed
her conduct, comp. Matth. i. 5).

Ver. 32-34. The author, by means of the rhetorical formula of

transition, now breaks off from adducing particular examples in

detail, and passes to a summary enumeration of names (ver. 32) and

actions (ver. 33, 34). The opinion of Bengel and others, that the

particular acts correspond to those particular names (so that Karrj-

yuvioavro fiaatXeiat; refers to Gideon, dpydaavro 6ncaioavvr]v to Barak,

Efypa^av ar6{iara keovruv to Samson) is fanciful, and, in reference to

ver. 35, not capable of being carried out. The relation of ver. 32 to

vers. 33, 34 is rather to be understood thus : The author, first of

all, passes from the detailed description of particular examples of

faith to a (consecutive) enumeration of heroes of faith, then, however,
as a longer continuation of the mere catalogue of names would have

been dry, he breaks off from this also, and now (ver. 33, seq.) he

groups together mere general classes of acts resulting from faith. Of

* The simplest way of construing ver. 28, is: Iva /MTJ 6 6%o6pevuv dijij TO. rrpuToroKa

aiirtiv. Others make TU ^puTo-ona dependent on ut.oOpevuv and avr&v on 0/75, in

which, however, this avruv would be by far too vague.
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course, the particular examples of these genera ma^ be pointed out

in the Old Testament history, but not so as that only one example

always corresponds to each genus. Thus, the subduing of kingdoms
was an act of which there were frequent examples. Certainly

Gideon, also, subdued the power of a kingdom, that of Midiun, and

he did so by that faith in which, trusting more to God's promise
than to horses and chariots, he dismissed the greatest part of his

army (Judges vi. vii.). But Jonathan, too, when alone with his

armour-bearer, he climbed up the rock Seneh, and drove the enemies'

host to flight, in the strength of the faith that it is easy for the

Lord to help by many or by few (1 Sam. xiv. 6, seq.), and David,
when in the power of faith he slew the giant (1 Sam. xvii. 25),

and Samson, and many others, might here be adduced as examples.

Wrou//Jtt righteousness in their official station : this did all the judges,

chiefly Samuel, in like manner the pious kings; and, in their pri-

vate relations, all the righteous persons of the Old Testament
;

still

the author must have had the first especially in view. This admin-

istration of justice was also not possible without that state of mind

which, apart from all regard to earthly advantage, has respect only
to the will of God, nor is it possible yet, in our own d.iy, without

this
"
faith," hence, neither in the private nor in the public admin-

istration of justice can a people be happy, if in the one case, as in

the other, it be not administered by God-fearing persons. Obtained

promises: chiefly of David was this true (2 Sam. vii.), then, of

course, also of the entire series of the prophets briefly mentioned in

ver. 32. ('E7rayy/U<u denotes here not, as at ver. 13 and 39, the

promised thing, i. e.,
the fulfilment, but the prophecies themselves.

The proof lies precisely in ver. 39.) Stopped Hie mouths of lions:

Daniel did this (Dan. vi. 17, comp. ver. 23); less direct is the refer-

ence to Samson (Judges xiv. 6) and David (2 Sam. xvii. 34, seq.).

Quenched the violence of fire: this did the friends of Daniel (Dan.

iii.); they, like Daniel himself, steadfastly maintained the profession*

of the invisible true God, and held his almighty power to be greater
than the might of the Babylonian and Median kings (Dan. iii. IT,

vi. 10 and 20). Escaped the sword: David did so (1 Sam. xviii. 11,

xix. 10, seq., etc.), Elias ( IKings xix. 1 and 10), and Elisha (2 Kings
vi. 14, seq., and 31, seq.), but only in the case of Elisha was the

escape a positive act of faith, brought about by faith, hence the

reference may be properly limited to him (namely, the incident

recorded in 2 Kings vi. 14, seq., where he is represented as sfei/tg

the invitilik hosts of God). Out of weakness :ere made strong: such

was Hezekinh (Is. xxxviii. 3 and 5), and that in consequence of a

believing prayer. Others, with less propriety, refer this to Samson

(Judges 15, 16), whose strength returned to him unconsciously and

without an act of faith on his part. Waxed valiant in fight: almost



HEBREWS XI. 35-38. 553

all the Judges were heroes in battle, then Jonathan, David, etc.

KMveiv TTapeppokas dXXorpiuv (aciem inclinare) the reference is, here,

again, to Gideon and Jonathan.

In ver. 35 the author places over against each other two kinds

of manifestations of faith the faith of those women (1 Kings
xvii. 17, seq.; 2 Kings iv. 17, seq.) whose sons were restored to bodily

life by the prophets, and the still greater faith of the martyrs

(of the time of the Maccabees), who sacrificed the bodily life in

faith, and on account of faith, for the sake of the future resur-

rection to the glorified life. Hence he does not merely say: "Not

accepting deliverance that they might obtain a better deliverance;"

but, referring back to the first clause of the verse, he speaks of a

better resurrection. Tvp-navifriv comes from rvpnavov, which signifies

originally a kettle-drum, 2 Mace. vi. 19 and 28, but occurs as the

designation of an instrument of torture (probably in the form of a

wheel), upon which the sufferers were stretched in order then to be

beaten to death. They accepted not the aTro^vrpuaig, ransom, namely,
that deliverance which they might have bought at the price of denying
their faith. At e| dvaordoeug in the beginning of the verse, t is so

to be explained as that dvdoraocg denotes the act of rising again.

They received them from the resurrection, i. e.
}
as those who had

just been raised up.
Ver. 36-38/ The writer returns in ver. 36 to the mention of less

violent sufferings, in order from these, to rise again in a new climax,
ver. 37, to the greatest tortures. Then, at the end of ver. 37 and
in ver. 38, he sets over against the cruel death of some martyrs, the

destitute life of others. Mockings, and 'these of a public and most

abusive kind, were endured in the Maccabean persecutions (1 Mace.

ix. 26; 2 Mace. vii. 7); scourgingsm the same persecutions (2 Mace,

vi. 30, vii. 1); imprisonments in the same persecutions (1 Mace,

xiii. 12), and also in the Old Testament (1 Kings xxii. 27; Jerem.

xxxvii. 18). Death by stoning, 2 Chron. xxiv. 20, seq., comp. Matth.

xxiii. 35. The torture consisting in being bound between two
boards and sawn alive in two, is said, according to a tradition com-
mon to Christians and Jews, consequently an old Jewish tradition,
to have been undergone by the prophet Jeremiah under Manasseh.

Now follows i-neipdaOrjaav. The cursive manuscript 17 places this

word before Knptadrjaav; it is omitted altogether in the Peshito,

jEthiop., Eusebius, and Theophylact ;
but these inconsiderable

deviations are easily to be accounted for by the internal difficulty

which lies in the word. For it is difficult to see what this jejune
and general expression,

"
they were tempted," can have to do in this

connexion,"* and as sure as some word must have originally stood in

* Olshausen thinks, that the temptation to apostatize from the faith is represented aa

the acme of all the suffering that can befall the Christian. But then ETrei.puadjjaav ought
to form the conclusion, and stand at the end of ver. 38.
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this place, so sure is it that this cannot have been the word. Of all

the conjectures which have been made, that of Sykes is the best :

iTTvpiadrjaav
"
they were burned" (comp. 2 Mace. vi. 11, vii. 4, seq.;

Dan. xi. 33). This, first of all, explains the early appearance of the

reading KnetpdoOnoav ; but it accounts also for the omission of the

word in the Peshito, ./Ethiop., etc. For one transcriber might easily

put for tTTvpiaOrjaav the synonymous word KTrprjoOrjaav, which a second

might confound with cirpioOj]aav}
or might even read it so, and

therefore omit it. //* AeepdcMu and goatskins, suffering, want, afflic-

tion, and every kind of evil, lived such men as Elijah (1 Kings
xix. 13 and 19; 2 Kings i. 8, ii. 8, seq.), and other prophets (Zech.
xiii. 4). "Men of whom the world was not worthy, wandered

about in 'deserts and in caves" (comp. 1 Kings, xviii. 4 and 13;
xix. 8 and 13

;
1 Marc, ii. 28, seq. ;

2 Mace. v. 27, vi. 11). Two
ideas are indicated in these words; on the one hand the greatness
of the world's guilt, in rejecting men of whom they had reason to

be proud; on the other, the heavenly consolation, that this world is

also in reality unworthy of such souls. Let not any one who has to

suffer for his faith forget this consolation, when his displeasure

arises at that guilt, and his suffering appears to him as a wicked

injustice on the part of the world; let him bear in mind what

honour those are counted worthy to receive from the Lord, who, on

the Lord's account are reckoned unworthy by the world.

Ver. 39, 40. And yet all these (those adduced in ver. 4-38) had

not (aor. for the pluperf.) obtained the promise t-ayyeAta, as at ix.

15, x. 36, xi. 13), and nevertheless, were so strong in faith. To
the Christian readers who had already received so much, and for

whom, therefore, the hope in reference to the future was so much

easier, what an humbling motive was presented in this strength of

faith shown by the Old Testament saints, who had to walk almost

entirely in the dark, and had to look for almost everything from

the future! MaprvpT/Oevref 6td T?^ TTIOTEWS this expression has

in itself (<5mj, and, according to the context, a different sense,

of course, from ver. 2. In ver. 2 it was said by way of intima-

tion : Already it woe testified to the ancients that .they were

believers. Here, mention is made retrospectively of "
all those

who through the faith (which they displayed) have gained a

testimony (to their praise)." In ver. 40 the reverse side of

the motive is presented. Do those Old Testament believers pre-

sent an example fitted to shame the Christian readers, inasmuch

as faith was made so difficult to them and yet they believed, and

does there already lie in this humbling example a motive for the

readers to strive after that strength of faith,- so does a farther

motive lie in this, that the Christians have before them a glory so

much the greater.
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In order, however, rightly to understand these words of the 40th

verse :

" that God in regard to us has provided something better

in order that they should not he made perfect without us," we
must keep in view the doctrine of the Holy Scripture on the state

after death (which in the evangelical system of doctrine has not

been fully developed). The Scripture does not teach, that in the

case of all men the last and final decision takes place immediately
after death, but very plainly teaches the contrary. The consequence
and punishment of sin is, according to the Holy Scripture, not eter-

nal condemnation (this is mentioned for the first time in Is. Ixvi. 24,
and as the punishment of an obstinate rejection of the Messianic

salvation, consequently a positive unbelief, and, in perfect consis-

tency with this, the New Testament teaches that the punishment
of the eternal second death stands connected with the positive re-

jection of the known and offered salvation, or the falling away from

the salvation which had once been accepted. Cornp. our remarks

on chap. vi. 4, seq., and on chap. x. 27). The punishment of sin

simply considered is death, i. e.
}
the separation of the man from

God, and of nature from the man, and the body from the soul

(which unhappy separation would indeed last forever, and would in-

crease, if no redemption had been offered
; now, however, it lasts

forever only in the case of those who despise this offered salvation).

The punishment of sin simply considered is that the soul goes into

Sheol, into the kingdom of the dead
;
and thither go and have gone

all who are born only of woman, who are only descendants of the

first Adam, consequently all heathens who had not opportunity to

hear of the salvation, and, in like manner, all Israelites who lived be-

fore Christ (with the exception of Enoch and Elijah). It is not

thereby denied, that, in this Sheol, there may be a difference be-

tween the state of the penitent and pious who longed for the salva-

tion, and that of the bold and hardened sinner. David hopes, that

even in the valley of the shadow of death, God will still be with

him and comfort him (Ps. xxiii. 4), and the second David has evi-

dently taught us in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, that

there is a gulf fixed between those who suffer torment and those

who are comforted with Ahraham (Luke xvi. 25, 26), and, accord-

ingly, when he himself was about to enter into Sheol, he promised
to the penitent thief that to-day he would be with him "

in para-
dise." The entrance into the heavenly holy of holies, on the other

hand (Heb. x. 19, seq., etc.), i.
e., into the sphere of glorification and

of glorified nature, was first opened up by Christ's going before as

the first-fruits through his resurrection and ascension, and opened
for those who are, not men together with Christ, side by side with

him, but, members- of " the one who is in heaven" (John iii. 13)- -

not the posterity of the first Adam, but, by regeneration, sons of
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the second Adam. This the Old Testament believers were not.

They had the subjective longing for the promised salvation, and sub-

jective faith in it : but the real objective regeneration, the germ of

new life, proceeding from the exalted Christ/which is implanted in

us by baptism, ^,nd is nourished in the holy sacrament of the suprje

this they had not
;
and we must be on our guard against losing

sight of the distinction which the Holy Scripture makes in this re-

spect between the old and new covenant. First with us were they to

be made perfect, and were they made perfect. Christ came to them
to set open for them the gates of the place of the dead (Rev. i. 18),

and to lead them forth along with him (Matth. xxvii. 53
; comp.

John viii. 56). From that time the souls of all who die as living

members of Christ go to him in heaven (Phil. i. 23
;
John xiv. 20),

in order, at his second coming, to be united again to their bodies

(Rev. xx. 4), and then to reign with Christ in glorified body over the

rest of mankind, finally, however, to take not a passive (John v. 24),

but an active part (1 Cor. vi. 3), in the judgment of the world.

Those who are then still in Sheolare, in like manner, awaked at the

judgment, and judged
"
according to their works," according to the

rule laid down in Rom. iL 6-8
;
Matth. xxv. 31, seq., i. c, those who

by patient continuance in well-doing have striven alter an imperish-
able existence will now be made acquainted with the salvation in

Christ (for in their case, too, the words will hold good that there is

salvation in no other than in Christ), and will become whole through
the leaves of the tree of life (Rev. xxii. 2), the others, however, will

fall into everlasting perdition. It is time, indeed, that this biblical

doctrine of the state after death were again preached to congrega-

tions ; for the common hard and truly unscriptural doctrine which

knows nothing further after death than happiness or condemnation,
is in its practical effects equally mischievous with the Roman Cath-

olic doctrine of Purgatory, in which a trace of the doctrine of Sheol,

but only a caricatured trace of it, is contained.

CHAP. xii. 1-3. An exhortation is here drawn from all that has

been said in chap. xi. Toiyapovv occurs seldom in the New Testa-

ment, as it expresses a fine emphasis more proper to classic Greek.

Torydp serves, like the German "doch," to strengthen the ovv. The
New Testament authors, in the simplicity of their style, generally
use instead of this a mere apa or ovv or 616. Kal 7^elg are the mem-
bers of the new covenant in opposition to the members of the old

covenant, mentioned in the llth chapter. 'Hfielg has for its apposi-
tion the words TOOOVTOV jjfftvnf Trepuceinevov rj^lv vt<f>og fiaprvfx^v ve^of

is used also by profane writers as the poetic-figurative <li '.situation

of a crowd. The exhortation itself : let us run with patience, etc., is

expressed in a figure taken from those prize contests which, being
of Gentile origin, were transplanted among the Jews also by the
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Herodians, and which must have made a strong impression on the

imagination of that people, as Paul too makes frequent use of them
as comparisons.

In order, however, to be able to come off well in the race, one

must lay aside OJKOV rrdvra,
"
everything that encumbers." It is in-

sipid to explain this figure of corpulence, which indeed cannot

be laid aside. Equally unsuitable is the interpretation by
"'

bal-

last ;" it is not a race of ships, but a prize race of men that is here

spoken of ! The expression rather refers to the practice among
racers of laying aside whatever they had with them or on them that

was heavy, or might be a hindrance, even their very garments, in

order to be able to run without impediment. If, however, it be asked

what is meant by this figurative expression, the author cannot have

understood by the oyof, sin, as he immediately afterwards names

this as a special principal kind of oynoq. Hindrances in the struggle

of faith and a public profession with the fear of persecution lie not

merely in sin, but may also lie in things which are themselves indif-

ferent and allowed. Intercourse and friendship with old Jewish ac-

quaintances, the relations formed by trade and merchandise, might
be hindrances of this kind for the readers, and, in such a case, it

was right and is still right to break entirely away from such rela-

tions, and to get rid of the fetters which they impose as soon as they
threaten to become a snare, even though in themselves they should

be innocent. We, too, have many and various customs of life which

in themselves are quite innocent, but which through habit may be-

come bonds that threaten to fasten themselves round the heart. It

is required of us also that we be watchful and keep ourselves unen-

cumbered, in order that in the event of the profession of our faith

becoming again a thing for which we must pay dear, we may not

feel fettered by trifles, but may be able freely to sacrifice all for our

Lord.

Sin, however, is by all means the greatest hindrance in that con-

test. Every bosom sin which we cherish is a handle by which the

tempter can lay hold on us, a price for which we are saleable. Hence

our author gives to sin the predicate ev-rrepiara-og, "encircling us,

wrapping us round." (The readings of two codices : dTrepiara^

rov and evnepia-rraoTov are in a critical point of view of no signifi-

cance). The word is a <nra Aeyo^evov, and has been variously

explained. Some derived it from nepuar^i in the signification
"

to

draw from a purpose," and rendered :

" the sin from which one can

be easily converted," a sense which is here altogether unsuitable.

Others, as Chrysostom, derived it from mpuarrjuL in the signification
"
to encircle/' but as an adj. verb, with passive sense, and rendered:

" the sin which can easily be encircled," which is just as unsuitable.

Kuster, Bohme, and others appealed to the signification of
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ra-rog,
" destitute of spectators," and rendered : the sin which has

many spectators and admirers. It would thus be represented as a

false ornament on the racer, which attracted the admiration of the

spectators, but was an incumbrance to himself in the race. P.ut

this, too, would be an artificial and far-fetched idea. Still more

artificially does Wetstein, following the same etymology, render,

evTrepiorarw; by "seen of many" = " which does not remain hid, but

comes at length to light." The only two suitable explanations are

that of Salmasius and Kypke, who take it as denom. from -nrpi-

fframs,
"
complication," and render " most complicated," and the

still simpler one of (Ecumenius, Theodoret, Erasmus, Vatable, Cas-

tellio, Tholuck, Bleek, etc., who derive it from the middle "rrpilrj-afr-

601,
"

to surround," as adj. verb, with active (middle) sense, and
render by insidiosus,

"
subtly encircling us."

Ver. 2. In that prize race we are to
" look to Jesus, the leader

and perfecter of the faith." 'A^opav, like dTrof&K-neiv, denotes the

looking away from the nearest object upon which we unconsciously

look, to an object upon which the eye is consciously fastened. Jesus

is mentioned here as that object, and he is here further called 6

dpftirybg KOI TeXeiwrfjs TT/C moreac. 'Apxqyog signifies not "beginner,"
does not therefore form an antithesis to TeA^wrrfc (as if it were in-

tended to designate Jesus as the beginning and end of faith). He
who does not, as an expositor, practice that dQopav in a wrong way,
who does not falsely look away from what lies nearest, the simple
sense of thd*words, and seek in the distance what lies quite at hand,
will have little difficulty in finding out the signification of dp\rjyb^

xal TeAetwTTfr. A long series of " witnesses" had been adduced in

chap, xi., beginning with Abel. The author and his readers along
with him look back into the past, and see, at the extremity furthest

back, Abel with his faith in the future and invisible as yet quite

undeveloped. This faith becomes ever clearer and more definite in

Abraham, Moses, and the subsequent individuals in the series
;
but

the foremost in the line is Jesus, the feeder who stands at the head,
and in whom that faith appears in full and perfected glory. In that

he renounced all the glory which he might have had if he had been

disobedient to his Father and had followed the seducer, and dn>-''

rather the shame of the cross gave up the peace and joy of life,

gave up his little band of disciples to the danger of being scattered

and led astray and, seeing before him the apparent d<-*ir>iri!<,n of

his person and cause, still remained faithful to the wonderful will

of his Father, followed his leading in the dark, and steadfastly

maintained, in spite of hell, the sure expectation of faith that the

Father would rai*e him up, and through death destroy death 'in all

this, he has displayed the / //>>/"/ fniiji, and leads in royal majesty
the line of those ivitnesses. That which is required in chap. xi. 1,
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Christ has perfectly fulfilled. Nay, he not merely had but was the

substance of things hopedfor f

Instead, however, of understanding this idea of the marts in the

general way in which it is spoken of in the context of this section, a

number ofcommentators have known noother meaning to give tomartg

than that dogmatically defined idea of "faith in justification through

Christ," an idea which has its place in the epistle to the Romans, but

not here. They understand by it, therefore, that special form and

manifestation which the general state of mind denoted by mans takes in the

penitent sinner, in relation to his /Saviour. According to this ex-

planation it must appear incomprehensible how faith can be ascribed

to Christ the Saviour himself, as he neither required, nor was in a

condition, to believe in the forgiveness of sins for Christ's sake. In

order now to escape this absurdity, some (Schleusner, Knapp, Kui-

noel) explained, that Christ is the "
beginner" of faith, because, by

his redemption-work, he has made faith possible for us and for him
;

others (as Chrysostom) that he is called dp%ny6c }
because he himself,

by his spirit, works the beginnings of faith in us. In a similar way
it was attempted to explain reXeiurrjg. (Schulz, Tholuck, and

Bleek, who take dpxn%6$ = exemplar [for us] approximate to the

true explanation ; Olshansen, too, who indeed allows that Christ

receives those predicates in reference to his own faith, but renders

dpxnjfx; by
"
beginner," and, instead of referring both to the series

of witnesses, rather finds in them a reference to this, that it was ne-

cessary even for Christ himself, to struggle on from the beginnings
of faith to its completion.)

The relative sentence og dvrl rfjg, etc., serves most fully to con-

firm the explanation we have given of dpxrjybg nal reteMrijc.. As in

the case of all those individual examples of faith in chap. xi. 4-31,
there was always specified some visible possession which they re-

nounced, or some earthly privation and affliction which they endured,

but, on the other hand, a future reward which they saw before

them so also was it with Christ. He has endured the cross, and

counted small and light the shame of this kind of death
;
for this,

however, he has sat down on the right hand of God. In him the

deepest ignominy was united with the highest absolute exaltation.

The only question here is, how the words dvrl ~r\<; TTpoKstfiKvng

%apdc are to be explained. Either (with the Peshito, Luther, Cal-

vin, Calov, etc.) dvri is taken in the sense of " instead of," and by
%apd is understood the earthly joy which Christ renounced, or (with

Itala, Aeth., Beza, Bengel, Hunnius, Grotius, and the most of re-

cent commentators) dvri is taken in the sense of "
for the sake of,

for," and by %apd is understood the heavenly joy for the gaining of

which he endured the cross. But as %apa has the attribute ^poKeiiiRvri,

and this is the usual term for designating that which was "
set be-
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fore" the runners in a race (and such are spoken of in ver. 1-3), i. e.

the prize set up at the goal, the second explanation is on this ground
to he preferred.

In vor. 3 yap, "because standing beside an imperative, is not argu-

mentative, but explicative : another side of that in which the looking

to Jesns consists is here described. Ver. 3 indeed contains also an

argument, namely, the idea which forms the connecting link between

vers. 1 and 2.
" Let us run with patience while we look to Jesus

the leader of the witnesses of faith (in what respects he is so we are

told in the relative sentence wliofor the joy, etc.} remember, namely,
that he had to endure .so great a contradiction." This third idea

serves to shew plainly, in how far the looking to Jesus is necessary and

beneficialfor them in their own race. This was not as yet shewn in

ver. 2
;
in ver. 2 Jesus was only compared with the icitncsses, chap,

xi., and the fact that he endured the cross and has sat doicn on the

right hand of God was stated only objectively, to demonstrate that

Jesus has had the most perfect faith. On the other hand, it is now
shewn in ver. 3 how the looking to this faith (of the great leader of

those witnesses, chap, xi.) stimulates us also to a like faith. The ex-

pression who endured such contradiction is no longer purely objective,

but involves an implicit comparison of that which Christ had to suf-

fer, with what the readers had to suffer. These (according to ver. 4,

compared with chap. xi. 33, geq.) had not yet been persecuted unto

blood. They had at most endured nothing further than contradic-

tion they had been denied the right of fellowship with the Israel-

itish theocracy and of worshipping in the temple : they had been in

various ways spoiled of their goods and insulted. By means of a

litotes, the author now exhorts them to remember ifiat Jesus who
has endured such contradiction (as was described in ver. 2), a se-

verer contradiction, therefore, than they have endured. The train

of thought, therefore, is this : Run with steadfast patience. To the

end of the course you must look to Jesus, who, in his death on the

cross, has proved himself to be the absolute champion of faith. And
if you are required to look to him, then you are required to consider

that man who has endured surh a contradiction truly a greater and

severer than you have been called to endure. Of this looking to

Jesus and considering him, the consequence (and therewith also its

aim) will be, that the readers do not become wearied through the

flagging of their spirits. As Kapveiv is generally used absolutely,

i/)i%atV vfitiv will therefore be dependent, not on /cap/re, but on

Kdpreiv and ZitkveaOai, however, form no tautology,

denotes the state of being passively wearied and unable to

do anything more, ns the effect of the tKJiveadai
;
iK^veoOai denotes the

being relaxed and careless as a culpable act and cause of the itdfivetv

'EicXveaOai is not passive but middle.
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SECTION FIFTH.

FOURTH MOTIVE. THE BLESSING OF CHASTISEMENT.

(xii. 417.)

Affliction and persecution have a twofold character
;

on the

one hand, they may be regarded as trials of faith, as trials shewing
how much of the new man there is in the Christian, and how strong
that new man is

;
on the other hand, however, they are also chastise-

ments and means of purification, which serve entirely to destroy the

old man the latter, indeed,, only when the trial of faith is over-

come, when there is an invigorated new man already present, who

by bearing those trials, acquires new strength and gains thereby new

conquests over the old Adam. From this point of view, the author

regards the threatening persecutions in this fifth section. He shews

that that suffering has, at the same time, the quality of a means of

purification and discipline, but shews also that it only then becomes

a Tratdeia when the Christian bears it in faith (ver. 4-11). He then

(in ver. 12-17) repeats the old exhortations (chap. x. 19-25, comp.

chap. xii. 1-3), so
; however, as that he gives prominence to certain

special points.

Ver. 4 forms the transition. The words rrpbg rrjv dfrnpriav are de-

pendent on dvTayG)vi6[j,evoi, not on dvTiKaTearrjre, as the latter is al-

ready determined by the accompanying expression ^typif; al^aro^,

while the former would otherwise stand quite alone, and be an aim-

less repetition of the idea already implied in dvTiicaTKOTrjTe. We
have, therefore, to render thus : You have not yet in the struggle
with sin resisted even to blood. First of all, the question presents
itself what is meant here by sin, whether the sin of the readers which

was spoken of in ver. 1 in which case, the author in ver. 4 imputes
it as afault to the readers that they were remiss in the internal struggle
for sanctification, and the expression unto blood must be understood

figuratively
= "

you have not yet striven to the uttermost against

your sins." Or, whether the objective power of sin is here meant,
sin as the enmity of the world against the gospel and its profes-

sors, consequently, the contradiction of sinners mentioned in ver. 3

in which case ver. 4 contains a simple statement of the fact, and the

expression unto blood can be taken in the proper sense = "
you have

not yet needed to resist unto blood in the contest with sinners."

The words do not determine which of these interpretations is the

right one. The former would certainly also be suitable to the con-

text. The author would, in this case, set over against the exhorta-

tion, given in ver. 1, to cast away all sin from them, the statement by

way of reproof, that the readers had as yet not rightly done this.

VOL. VI. 30
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But then, we should have expected a somewhat more detailed and

pointed statement of what sins they were, to which especially they
as yet gave place. Instead of this, the fault which he imputes to

them in ver. 5, is not one having reference to particular sins (as the

hindrances in the struggle connected with their profession), but only
to their indolence in this struggle itself (consequently, to the effect of

these hindrances), namely, the fault that they did not consider the

persecutions as a hlessing and a benefit. Moreover, in ver. 1 the lav-

ing aside of sin did not form the kernel of the exhortation this lies

in the words run with patience. On these grounds it appears to me
more probable, that the second explanation of ver. 4 is the right one.
" You have not yet needed to resist unto blood in the struggle

against the power of sin, and (already) you have forgotten," etc.

This, at all events, is a less violent transition. That the author

says here against sin, and not as in ver. 3. against sinners, may h- sim-

ply explained by this, that men collectively might as
"

sinners'' (the

class sinners) be placed in opposition to Christ, while vice vers
i,

the

enemies of Christianity could not be placed as " sinners" in opposi-

tion to the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews, who were them-

selves sinners (d/ioprwAot).

In vers. 5, 6 the author complains that his readers, although as

yet by no means persecuted unto blood (comp. chap. x.
,'53, seq.),

nevertheless already shrunk back with fear from every suffering, and

must therefore have forgotten the truth (expressed in Prov. iii.

11, 12) that to endure suffering and persecution is not inconsistent

with standing in the relation of a child of God, and is no token

of the want of fatherly love on the part of God, but on the con-

trary, is a proof of his fatherly love. (The trifling deviations of the

LXX. from the original text make no substantial alteration in the

sense).

In vers. 7, 8 the author now expresses, first of all, the important

truth, that one must bear the suffering in order that it may bring

blessing, and have the quality of being a means of instruction. \-'.!c

naideiav {mopeveTe. Only when it is borne in a Christian spirit as

coming from the hand of God, does it produce the effect for which

it is intended, i. e.
}
the destruction of the old man. " Be patient in

order to your instruction."

Misunderstanding this fine sentiment, many commentators have,

however, rejected the genuine and fully authenticated reading dg,

found in the three uncial manuscripts A, D, E, which are generally
collated for the Epistle to the Hebrews, in thirty other codd., in the

Peshito, Vulgate, the Latin versions of the codd. D, E, the Kopt.,

Sahid., jEthiop., Armen., etc., and have preferred to it the entirely

unauthenticated reading of some versions d, which, it is held, yields

a better sense. It gives a more jejune and easier sense, and this ac-
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counts for its origin. A really apposite sense, however, it does not

give. For what sort of sense is this : if ye patiently bear your dis-

cipline (or chastisement), then God deals with you as sons ?" Surely
God already deals with them as sons in sending suffering, and not first

when man patiently bears the suffering ;
hence Grotius, Limborch,

Kuinoel, Bleek, etc., have in reality felt necessitated to give vTrofj,e-

veiv here the weakened signification
" to have to suffer" (" if ye have

chastisement to suffer," etc.), but this is contradicted by the con-

text, in which vTrojuemv and VTTOJUOVTJ is everywhere quite properly
used as terminus technicus for the idea of patience in suffering.

And what positive reasons can be adduced against the authorized

reading d$ ? Bleek asserts that discipline is not the end of pa-

tience, but the object of it. He confounds here, however, the idea

of "naidda with that of TTeipaopog or dhtytg. Suffering certainly be-

comes then, and only then, a means of instruction and sanclification,

when the Christian receives it with patience, and submits to it with-

out resistance. This is precisely what the author intends to say. The
fact that suffering may become Traidda to them, he mentions as a

new motive which should stimulate the readers to exercise v-^o\iovf\.

It is said, further, that if the words elg naiddav vtrofievere are taken

as an independent clause, there arises, between this and the follow-

ing clause, an asyndeton so harsh as to be inconsistent with the

usual style of our author. But what is there to necessitate our

taking u> here as an adverb, and referring it to the noun viols ?

We take wf as a conjunction either in the sense of " as" (as at Luke
iii. 23

;
Bom. i. 9 : Heb. iii. 11)

" endure patiently in order to dis-

cipline, as God then treats you as sons" or, better still, in the

sense of time,
"
when,"

"
so long as" (as at Luke iv. 25 ;

Gal. vi.

10)
" endure patiently in order to discipline, when God treats you

as sons."

The latter idea needs now an explanation, and this is given in

the words rig yap .... nal ov% vloi.
"
Every son needs discipline ;

he who enjoys no discipline is no genuine son." Ttot, as at chap. ii.

10, is here used of Christians instead of the common expression
rinva. Comp. what is said in chap. i. 5.

Vers. 9, 10. The author now proceeds to consider the subject
from a new point of view. We must be patient under the divine

discipline, and let it become indeed discipline to us, all the more
that this discipline is for our highest good, and to train us for

heaven. Elra cannot be connected with the question TroAAoi /za/Uov

t>7roTay??a<5jU0a, so as to make d^o^v ital KverpenoneOa a parenthesis ;

this is inadmissible, partly, on account of the harshness of the con-

struction, partly, because elra only occurs in the questions of wonder
or irony. Elra must rather be taken in the signification

"
further,"

and referred to d^o^v. Further, we had our fleshly fathers as in-
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structors and obeyed them
; ought we not now rather to be in

subjection to the Father of Spirits, and (thereby) live. In the ex-

pression KOI fy'ioopev the writer thought in Hebrew. 2ap does not

here, any more than elsewhere, denote the body (hence Creatiauism

appeals unjustly to this passage in support of the doctrine that the

body alone is begotten by the parents, while the soul is created by

God); but odp% denotes there, as always, the natural life produced

by creature powers, in opposition to the life which is produced by the

saving gracious act of God in regeneration. By the natural geni-'ni-

tion we become dvdp<*)noi oapntKoi ;
it is God who, by his Holy Spirit,

causes our -^v^ai to be developed into sanctified -rrvevftara. (Comp.
on chap. iv. 12). True every soul, even that of the ungodly, de-

velopes itself into a spirit, inasmuch as it unfolds itself to a person-

ality with a fixed character and being ;
but as, in our passage, it is

not ungodly persons, but Christians that are spoken of, whose

have, through the influence of God, developed themselves into

fjiara, the author can here, with perfect propriety, name God as the

father of the Trvet'juara. At all events, the expression -nar^p TOJV

irvv[idT<j)v here is to be explained from the antithesis oi ^aT^y;tf -7/g

oapitoc, and is therefore not to be explained from the Old Testament

expression iea-V=^ n-Jrin <r:>!< (Num. xvi. 22) (Bleek), with which it

has nothing at all to do. (In that expression the principal idea

"Father" is wanting, and mni-i, as the additional words Ta Vs-> shew,
stands in a much wider sense, and does not as here form an anti-

thesis to nss.). It is, in like manner, a mistake to give to Trarrjp

(with Bretschneider, Kuinoel) the signification "preserver," by
which the parallel with narepes T?K aapno^ would be entirely de-

stroyed.

In ver. 10 follows the idea which forms, as it were, the minor

proposition between the major et^o/xev, etc., and the conclusion -ndau

/uaAAov, etc., a peculiarity which we have already often had occasion

to remark in the Epistle to the Hebrews (for example, chap. vii.

15, seq., ix. 15-23, etc.) The vis condnsluiii* in the inference, ver.

9, drawn aminoriadmajus, lies in these two ideas, first, that earthly

parents too often educate their children according to their blind judg-
ment without wisdom, from blind partiality, to gratify their vanity,

for the sake of their gains while God, who is love, has in view only
the real profit of his children

;
and secondly, that the earthly fleshly

fathers (of sanctified Christian fathers nothing is here said) bring

up their children only for a period which is soon to pass away, i. e.,

for this earthly life, and the earthly calling, -while God educates his

children for the eternal life, for
"
participation in his own holiness."

Ver. 11 is a precious verse to which properly experience alouu can

furnish the true commentary. All discipline seems, during the

time of its continuance, to be an object not of joy but of grief ;
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afterwards, however, it yields a peaceable fruit to those who are

exercised thereby, a fruit of righteousness. The gen. ducaioovvrj^

does not depend directly on nap-nov ejprjvtuov (" peaceable fruit of

righteousness"), but another fcapnov is to be supplied after aTiodiduai

as apposition to the first nap^ov. Thus the idea "
fruit of righteous-

ness" is epexegetical of the idea "peaceable fruit." EtpT/wKo^,

however, is not to be explained from the Hebrew usage of D'I->=
"
health," so that elp^viico^ is= " wholesome" (Luther, Castellio,

Michaelis, Ernesti, Bretschneider, Kuinoel), but it is to be explain-
ed (with Calvin and Tholuck) from its antithesis to the idea of the

yvnvaa^evov elvat. Exercise in hard bitter conflict brings peace as its

fruit. From this, also, the idea of the dutaioavvri explains itself.

The righteousness of which the Christian first becomes a partaker in

consequence of the finished conflict ofpurification and sanctification,

cannot be the diKaioovvrj in the Pauline sense, the justification before

God ; this we have not to gain ;
it is already gained (comp. chap.

x. 19, seq.) ;
it is not the reward of the struggle, but the coat of

mail, which we must put on before the struggle, and which quali-
fies us for the conflict. On the other hand, however, dwaioovvr)

does not denote merely the perfected subjective sanctification as such

just because our righteousness does not lie in this but the per-
fect sanctification, in sofar as it leads to the perfect undisturbed

appropriation of justification ;
i. e., the (future) state of the new

man completely purified from the old Adam, who is therefore free

from all self-righteousness, and therefore rests entirely on the merits

of Christ, because he is now entirely free from the old Adam, from

sin. Eor it is not to be forgotten, that it is not our holiness but our

sin that makes us self-righteous. The more disturbed the mirror is,

the less do we see in it the spots which cleave to us
;
the purer the

mirror of conscience, the clearer does the smallest stain appear in

it. The man whose conscience is asleep and benumbed by sin, will

rudely repel the charge that he is a poor sinner as an affront
;

the more earnestly and successfully a man strives against his sin,

so much the more clear does his misery become to him, so much the

more does pride and self-righteousness vanish, so much the more

heartily does he lay hold on the merit of Christ
;
and when once

we shall have finished the struggle, and, free from the last motion

of sinful inclination, shall enter into the Holy of Holies of our Lord
and Saviour, we shall then entirely acknowledge and glory in this,

that we are righteous before God only through him and through him
alone

;
i. e., we shall reap that "

fruit of peace," that "
fruit of

righteousness," the now entirely appropriated righteousness in Christ,

because we shall then stand and be willing to stand entirely in

Christ, and no longer out of Christ.

In ver. 12, 13, the exhortation of ver. 2 and 3 is repeated. The
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readers, formerly strong in the conflict, and zealous in the race, had

now become feeble in the hands and slack in the knees
;

it was

their duty to collect their strength anew. The words Tpo^ia^ opOa$

TTotrjaare rdlg TTOOIV vpuv form, as is well known, a hexameter, cer-

tainly an unintentional one. The author rather intended only an

imitation of the passage in Proverbs iv. 26. Totf TTOOIV cannot be

taken as instrumental "
(describe straight tracks with your feet"), as

this figure would have no reality to rest upon, inasmuch as the feet

describe no tracks, and even although rpoxiai be taken in the wider

sense (= footstep), the footsteps do not properly make aline. Tolg

nooiv is rather the dative proper, and rpo^iai stands in the sense

of "
pathways." Prepare straight, ?'. c.,

even paths for your feet.

TJie opposition is not between straight and roundabout, but between

even and rough ways, as appears from the clause Ira fo) TO ^wAov,

etc., which expresses the end that is sought to be gained. The
readers are not themselves to throw hindrances (stones as it were)

on the way,
" that that which is already lame may not be quite dis-

located." By the ^WAOV the readers thcm>rlves, of course, are

meant, in so far as they had already grown slack in the race, and

were thus (speaking figuratively) lamed. They are to take care

not to break entirely or to dislocate their limbs, i. e., to become en-

tirely incapable of going on in the race
; they are rather to strive

to recover their original strength and vigour. (To render luTptmoOai

by
" turn aside from the way" would give no sense).

Vers. 14, 15. The exhortation in ver. 14, to strive after peace
with all men, is referred by many to the relation of the readers to

the Jews. Bohme seriously thinks that the author warns his readers

against falling out with the Jews, so that they may not have to

expect persecutions from them ! The explanation of Grotius is

more tolerable : Debetis quideni vobis, a Judaismo cavere, attamen

non odisse Judaeos
; but, in this case, a more distinct and explicit

warning against Judaism must have gone before in ver. 13, and

even then the author could scarcely have laid down so absolutely
the injunction, follow peace with all. It would be still better to un-

derstand diuKere eip^vrjv as a concession ("you may indeed strive

after peace with all, but only strive also, etc.) ;
we should then,

however, expect a \iiv . . . dt . .

.,
and not holiness but faithful-

ness in their profession of the truth, must have been specified as

the antithesis to peace. It is better, therefore, with Michaelis,

Zacharia, Storr, Tholuck, and Bleek, to refer the whole exhortation

to the relation of the readers to their fellow Christians, which is also

spoken of in ver. 15. They are to guard against dij/'erences arrtoig

themselves, they are not to quarrel with one another, but every one

is to be earnestly intent on his own sanctification. It has api-eared

from the observations we have made above at ver. 11, how iudis-
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pensable this sanctification is in order to attain to happiness, in

order to see the Lord. In the 15th verse the two exhortations of

the 14th verse are repeated, only in the inverse order. They are

carefully to see (each one for himself, and also the one for the

other, by means of that napaKArjoig described in chap. x. 24, seq.)
" that no one remains behind the grace of God" (an expression
which is still to be explained from the allusion of a race towards a

goal). And they are likewise to take care " that no springing root

of bitterness cause disturbance, and thereby many be denied."

For, in times when the Church is threatened and assailed from
without, nothing is more dangerous than those internal divisions and

factions, which usually arise from obstinately giving to minor dif-

ferences of a merely relative value the importance of absolute differ-

ences, as, for example, is done, when in times in which the fabric

of the Christian Church is everywhere in flames, and people come
with the fire-engines of the home mission to set about extinguish-

ing the fire, others appear, calling out that the Lutheran engines
must not be placed among the United and Reformed engines, in

order that the Lutheran jets of water may not mingle with the

United and Eeformed, and thus occasion a union of works. Each

party is rather to work according to its own plan of operation, al-

though these plans should even cross each other, although an in-

calculable amount of power and success should thereby be lost, al-

though the house should burn down. The opposition of confessions

is regarded as absolute, and treated as of greater importance than

the opposition between Christ and Belial. Those Jewish Christians,

also, to whom the Epistle to the Hebrews was addressed, in their re-

lation to other Jewish Christians and to Gentile Christians, may not

have been free from this disease. They, too, may have had their

hearts and their heads so filled and carried away with some difference,

which reaches not into the future life, that they had eyes only for this,

and cared not for the trouble and danger which they were preparing
for the Church. They considered not that it is always a subtle idola-

try, which leads a man to treat a relative thing as if it were the ab-

solute. The purity of a creed even may be made an eMwAov. But
wherever such perversity has found place, it becomes a root of bit-

terness ; alienation, strife, bitterness, and confusion grow out from

it
;
even those who stand on freer ground, and are opposed to the

divisions, are yet easily offended and led to take a side and contend

for it
;
but wo to him who gives the offence.

In vers. 16, 17 the author turns back to the principal question,
whether the earthly or the heavenly is most loved. Hopvog, fornicator,

in this context is, of course, to be taken in that familiar symbolical
sense in which it so often occurs in the Old Testament (especially

Hosea i.-iii.; Ez. xvi. and xxiii.), and also in the New Testament

(James iv. 4), to designate those who violate the spiritual marriage-
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covenant with their God. Be/ST/Ao^, as antithetical to aytog, desig-
nates the same men in respect of their profane, iinspirifi/al character.

A warning example of this character is presented in Esau, who
cared so little for the blessing of the first-born that he sold his

birth-right for a savory dish, and in doing so frivolously exclaimed:
" what profit then shall the blessing do to me?" (Gen. xxv. 32.)

Not until God in his righteous providence brought it about, that

Jacob cheated him out of the blessing, did he "
cry aloud and was

exceedingly grieved," and wished to have the blessing which Jacob

had received. To this our 17th verse refers. Many commentators

(Beza, Gerhard, Carpzov, Storr, Michaelis, Bonnie, Klee, Tholuck,

etc.) rightly understand, therefore, by the uerdvoia here, //<< c//<n/
:/ing

of Isaac's mind (Esau found no possibility of changing Isaac's reso-

lution). Against this it cannot (with Bleek) be objected, that

Isaac did really change his mind, for in what did this change shew

itself? He perceived his error, but he adhered to the resolution

that Jacob should keep the blessing whii-h had been given to him,
and Esau could in reality move him to no change in his purpose.
To this also the words ronov fieravoia^ ov% evpe are quite suitable.

He found no more room (in his father's heart), where a change of

mind might have taken place. Nor was there any need of a narpog

at [ieTavoia$} as, already at the verb dnedoKtudadri, a vrrb rov Trarpog must
be supplied. Only according to this explanation also do the words

although seeking it with tears (scil. T//V nerdvoiav) obtain a meaning.
These words contain a reference to Gen. xxvii. 34. If, on the other

hand, we understand by fm-rdvoia Esau's own inward sorrow and re-

pentance, then the last words are meaningless and untrue; meaning-

less, because he who seeks repentance with tears there l>y already
manifests repentance ; untrue, because in Gen. xxxiii. Esau shews

a changed heart, emptied of revenge and reconciled. There then

remains no other way than (with Calvin, Bengel, Blcek, etc.) to

take the words ueravoiag yap TOTTOV ov% evpe as a parenthesin (but
even then they give no tolerable sense), and to refer the avTrjv which

depend son iK^rrjaag to evhoyiav a construction utterly unnatural !

SECTION SIXTH.
FIFTH MOTIVE. THE CHOICE BETWEEN GRACE AND LAWJ A CHOICE

BETWEEN SALVATION AND JUDGMENT.

(xii. 18-29.)

The author here, once more, states in bold poetical language the

substance of what has been said, and again presents the distinction
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between the law as preparatory, and the fulfilment in Christ, in all

its sharpness, but at the same time in all its greatness and majesty.

Both are divine, but the law is terrible
;
does it only terrify and

shake into repentance the slumbering deaf conscience, it is intended

for nothing else; it is not given to confer blessedness, it is terrible;

the new covenant with its redemption is lovely and attractive. We
have here quite the ground-idea of the Pauline system of doctrine,

only, that Paul has developed this psychologically from the subjec-

tive experience, while our author, on the contrary, has developed it

historically from the objective facts. He shews, however (ver. 18-24),
not merely how attractive and glorious the new covenant is, but also

(vers. 25-29) how much more terrible it is to despise the grace of

this new covenant, and how much more terrible Christ will be when
he shall come again as jutfge, to those who have preferred the law

to grace and have provoked judgment upon themselves.

Ver. 18-24 is also remarkable in respect of its form, on account

of the exceedingly elegant (paratactic) structure of the period. For

ye are not come . . . but are come . . . are the two main pillars upon
which the other members of the sentiment rest. The idea expressed
in TTpoaepxsode is explained, on the one hand, from Deut. iv. 11, on

the other, from Heb. iv. 16 and 22. The Christians are not come to

the place where a law is given, but to the city or the kingdom of

reconciliation. The description of the giving of the law from Sinai

follows not the more concise account in Ex. xx., but the more de-

tailed in Deut. iv.-v. With respect to the reading, dpet, ver. 18, is

certainly spurious; it is wanting in A, C, in the versions 17 and 47,

in Chrysostom, in the Peshito, Copt., ^Ethiop., Latin D and Vulgate.
It is at once evident, how easily it might find its way as a conjec-

ture into those authorities which read opei; the sentiment requires
an opei on two grounds, partly an antithesis to the words 2<o>v opei,

ver 22, partly, as noun to ^T/Aa^wfitVco, which in respect of its signi-

fication, cannot possibly belong to -rrvpi. Those transcribers who
have inserted opei by way of correction, were thus quite right; they
have just rectified an original mistake in the autograph. The
author certainly had the word opei in his mind, but neglected to

write it. (For only thus is the omission of the word in all the old

authorites to be explained.) We have thus here the rare case of a

reading externally spurious and yet internally genuine. iT/Aa^mtevo),

touched, i. e., tangible ( ^Xa^rog) designates the mount (Sinai)
as an earthly mount, consisting of masses of rock, in opposition to

the heavenly Jerusalem, ver. 22, the " mount Zion," by which is

meant not the earthly geographical hill Zion, but the Kingdom of
Christ symbolically called Zion. Ke/cat^evw cannot be the attribute

to TTvpi; for, to designate a fire as one that is
"
burning" is super-

fluous, unless it were intended to oppose a burning fire to a painted
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one, which is not the case here. KeKavpevt,) is rather the second attri-

bute to op, and Trupt is dependent on /cav^t'voj :

"
to the rnouut that

could be touched and {hut burned with fire." IVoc/xj, etc., depends,
of course, again on npooc/.^vOare and not on KKKUV^IKV^. la addition

to these sensibly terrible appearances, blackness, darkness, tempest,
Bound of trumpets, there was "the voice of words, which (voice)

they that heard refused that any word more should be added," i. e.

the voice of words which was so fearful in its sound and import,
that the Israelites wished to hear no word further (Dent. \. 2-^-26").

True, the ten commandments, themselves, had not yet hern spoken

(comp. Deut. v. 26, seq., with Ex. xix. 17 and 20), but already the

command (Ex. xix. 12, 13), that even no beast should touch the

mountain, put the people in terror. The words KUV di/prov, etc.,

form the import of the 6iaorekX6fievov. The nai which follows must

belong to Ma>i)<77/$ sl-neVj and the words ovrw <f>ofapov J/v TV (^avra^ofisvov

must be parenthetical ;
otherwise there would be an inexplicable

asyndeton between favraZofievov and Mwi-a/jr. The circumstance

here stated, that Moses also said, "I exceedingly fear and quake,"
can. hardly have proceeded from oral tradition Krusnms. lie/a, etc.),

but is taken from the passage Deut. ix. 19 (LXX.). True, in that

place it is not the moment before the giving of the law that is spoken

of, but a point of time during the giving of the law, when Moses WHS

made aware of the golden calf (and this our author, who is so much
at home in the Old Testament, must have perfectly well known

;

but his design, here, is not to speak particularly of what belonged
to the giving of the law, but in general of the severity ami 1 earful-

ness of God as he appeared on Mount Sinai. So terrible were

the appearances, so fearfully did God manifest his severity, that

even Moses himself not on account of his own trespass, but on

account bf the sin of the people was thrown into fear and tremb-

ling. (Knapp, Tholuck, etc.) The Christians are not come to that

earthly mount, where the severity of God was manifested, but to

mount Zion symbolically so called, which is the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem. The kingdom of Christ is so desig-
nated also at Gal. iv. 26. This (already present.) heavenly Jerusa-

lem is different from the New Jerusalem in the Apocalypse of John,
which is not to be set up on (he earth till after the second coining of

Christ. The words which follow are variously construed. Beza,

Calov, Carpzov, Storr, etc., make dyyeAwi' dependent on
/.ivpidoiv,

and take Ttavrjyvpei together with i/cxA^ta, so that npuToronuv de-

pends on these two substantives (" to hosts of angels, to the assem-

bly and church of the first born.") But, in this case, it is strange

that the nai which unites all the other members is wanting before

Travriyvpei. (Ecumenius, Theophylact, Erasmus, Luther, Calvin,

Grotius, etc., likewise, take dyyt'Awv as dependent on pvptdoir, bur,
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understand Trav^yvpei as apposition to pvpidaiv (" to hosts of angels,

an assembly, and to the church/' etc.); but we have only to hear

this rendering, in order to be convinced of what a frigid sense such

an apposition would have. The only right construction is that of

Wolf, Rambach, Griesbach, Knapp, Bohme, Kuinoel, Tholuck,

Bengel, Lachmann, De Wette, Bleek, etc., which makes ayye'Awv

dependent on navrjyvpei. It is then most natural to take the two

members: dyyt/Urv -nav^yvpet and ian^aia Trpwrord/cwv as epexegetical
of p,vptdaiv. (" And to entire hosts : to the host of angels and to

the church of the first born.") The -npuroTOKoi are the first fruits

of the regenerate, the members of the new covenant. As they are

not described as "being in heaven," but " written down in heaven"

(Luke x. 20; Phil. iii. 20; also Ex. xxxii. 32, seq.; Dan. xii. 1;

Phil. iv. 3
; Kev. iii. 5, xiii. 8, xvii. 8, xxi. 27, xxii. 19), we are to

understand here not those Christians alone who were already dead,
but those also who were yet alive, and the pvpiddeg comprehends

both, the ecclesia pressa or militans, and the ecciesia triumphans.
In the new covenant heaven and earth are united and reconciled

(Eph. i. 10), while in the giving of the law from Sinai, a gulf was

fixed between the trembling people and the terrifying ministering

spirits. (Heb. ii. 14.)

Kal npiry 6e& ndvruv, Primasius, Theophylact, etc., have un-

derstood these words of Christ, which is altogether inadmissible, as

Christ is afterwards specially named. God the Father is certainly
meant. In no case, however, can we (with Erasmus, Michaelis,

Knapp, Bleek, etc.) take icpiry as a predicate idea ("and to the God
of all as the Judge"), for the Christians do not come to God as their

Judge, but as their reconciled Father. We must rather either (with

Peshito, Vulgate, Luther, Kuinoel, De Wette, etc.) take -navruv as

dependent on Kpiry (" and to God, the Judge of all"), or connect

Kpir^ as an adjectival idea with 6eti (" and to the judging God of

all"), which yields sustantially the same sense. The nerve of the

idea lies in this, that the believers of the new covenant may come
near with boldness to the Judge of the world, while the Israelites

would not come nigh to him, although he was their own special law-

giver. The Christians can come nigh to him, for they find with

him already the spirits of the just made perfect (through Christ),
and the Mediator himself through whom these were made just.

TeXetovaOat does not denote death, as if in it the being made perfect

consists (Calvin, Kuinoel, etc.), but is used, as at chap. vii. 11-19,
x. 14, xi. 40, to denote the accomplished realized reconciliation. Per-

haps the author in these "just made perfect" has had specially in

his mind that host of Old Testament believers described in chap,
xi. The culminating point in the glory of the heavenly Jerusalem

is Jesus, the Mediator himself, with his blood of reconciliation, which
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speaks better than the blood of Abel (comp. chap. xi. 4). Abel's

blood cries for vengeance ;
Christ's blood cries for grace.

Ver. 25. With this is connected the exhortation not to refuse

this Jesus who by his blood cries for grace to us. When the Is-

raelites at Sinai (ver. 19) refused to hear God's voice and to fulfil

his commands, they were punished. He, moreover, who refuses to

hear the voice of grace is lost. EJ yap tKetrot OVK tyvyov, to this

must be supplied rfjv rifMupiav ; true, it is nowhere said in the Pen-

tateuch that the Israelites had been punished because they dan/ not

to hear the loords of God; they are rather commended for this (Deut.
v. 28, 29). But the idea of the napatrelv involves here not merely
that praiseworthy fear, but also the subsequent actual transgression

of the commands of God (Ex. xxxii.), which was already noticed in

ver. 21. At TroAAoi /uoAAov r#*? is to be supplied, of course, ov

favt-opeOa. The expression 6 CTT' ovpav&v scil. AaAd)v finds a simple

explanation in the AaAovvro at the beginning of our verse, and this,

again, is explained from ver. 24. It is Christ, who in heaven cries

for grace to us, and thus offers us grace from heaven. (Not : Christ

in so far as he descended from heaven and became man, not God
the Father.). As now, it is said of him (Christ) in ver. 26, that he

shook the earth in the time of Moses (for ov can of course be re-

ferred only to rbv drr' ovpavov), we must also understand by the im

yrjg xPrlfiaTi$<l)V Christ (as God the Son, God as revealing himself,

comp. 1 Cor. x. 1, seq.), not Moses, nor God the Father.

Ver. 26, 27. The same Christ who has already revealed himself

on Sinai as the Lawgiver, and who now speaks from heaven as Me-

diator, will come again as Judge. In proof of this the passage, Hag.
ii. 6, is adduced, which, in its original import, really refers to the

coming of Christ to set up his kingdom in glory. Our author

plainly lays emphasis on two points in the passage, first on this,

that at the second coming of the Messiah, not merely are local ap-

pearances of nature to take place on a part of the earth, but hmven
and earth, the whole visible created world, is to be shaken and un-

hinged ; secondly, on this, that the shaking is to take place K-L dnat-,

consequently, is to be such a shaking as makes any repetition su-

perfluous, such therefore, as is to unhinge and change everything

that, generally speaking, is in its nature changeable. The n dnat;

is, indeed, not so explicitly expressed in the original text as in the

LXX. ; but it is quite clear that the prophet meant a last final

shaking of the world, which was at one time to take place, so that

the LXX. has substantially rendered the sense quite correctly.

Ver. 28, 29. That which cannot be shaken, which does not go
down in the universal change, is the kingdom of Christ. For this

is no TToiovfievov, does not belong to the creature, but is the organic

assemblage of those who are born of, and filled with, the Son of
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God and the Spirit of God. The Kingdom of God is the body of

Christ. HapaXafj,(3dvetv signifies not to take actively,
but to receive pas-

sively. As we have received such a kingdom, as we have become

partakers of it, let us " have gratitude" (not
" hold fast the grace/'

this must have been expressed by Ka-exupev rijv xdpiv), and serve

God acceptably with reverence and awe. (A, C, D, and versions

read juer' evXaj3siag Kal deovc, others perd 6eov$ Kal evAa/3eta<% The

readings per' alSovg Kai KvXaftda^ and per' evA.aj3eiag KOI </>o/3ov have

very little authority on their side). On ver. 29 comp. chap. x. 31.

SECTION SEVENTH.

CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS.

(Chap, xiii.)

THESE exhortations are not abrupt and unconnected, but are most

closely related to each other, and to the import and aim of the entire

epistle. They are also of such a kind, as to cause us no perplexity
in the view we have taken, that the epistle is not for a church, but

for a circle of catechumens
;
for they all refer to the individual, not

to the church life.

First, in ver. 1-6 we have exhortations respecting the individual

life as such, then, in ver. 7-17, respecting the relation of the indi-

vidual to the doctrine and the profession, and finally, in ver. 18-25,
the conclusion of the writing.

Ver. 1-6. The first virtue which is required is brotherly love, by
which is not meant the common Christian love of man in the rela-

tions of the natural life, at least not it alone, but chiefly, that love

of the Christian to the Christian as a member with him of the body
of Christ, which forms the antithesis to the root of bitterness, chap.
xii. 15. That brotherly love which does not in the first place in-

quire :

" Art thou a Jewish Christian ? art thou a Gentile Chris-

tian ? art thou Roman or Grecian ? United or Lutheran ? An-

glican or Presbyterian ? what doctrine and view dost thou hold of

the sacrament ?" but which first and foremost asks :

" Art thou

become by the act of the sacrament a member of the body of Christ ?

(for the church rests on the Sacrament, ajid not on the doctrine of

the Sacrament ;
on the latter rests merely the confession) and

dost thou stand as a member of Christ in the life of Christ and in

his love ?" He who can answer this in the affirmative is a brother, a

brother by regeneration, although I may have a purer knowledge on

many points than he ! An essential manifestation of that phila-



574 HEBREWS XIII. 1-6.

delphian feeling is hospitality (ver. 2), of which we have still, in

these days, the finest illustration in the piladelphian practice. The

motive, for thereby, etc., is explained from Gen. xviii.-xix., and its

applicability from Matth. xxv. 44, 45. If the Christian is to ex-

ercise love even towards brethren who are strangers, how much more
towards suffering and persecuted brethren, ver. 3. Such exercise of

brotherly love the readers required, in order most firmly to settle

them in Christianity more firmly than by arguments. Chiefly must

they, although not yet persecuted themselves, exercise themselves

and prepare for the future persecution, by actively receiving those

who were already persecuted. He who was afraid of doing so shewed

by this act that he would shrink with still more cowardice from his

own persecution. This admonition the Christians of our own day

may well lay specially to heart. For, in our day, it has become quite
the fashion, even among believers, to disown every brother, who by

taking a firm and determined stand, has brought inconvenience upon

himself, and carefully to inquire whether something not quite pru-
dent or quite justifiable may not be discovered in the way in which

he has conducted himself, and then to exclaim :

"
Yes, but he has

not done right in this and that."

When the pastors of Waadtland would not acknowledge as
"
bishop" a college of state councillors which tolerated and en-

couraged the most blasphemous abominations, there were not want-

ing wise people who demonstrated to a nicety, that those men had

committed a mistake, that they ought to have delayed for some

days. May <rod grant us all the grace to commit such mistakes!

Ver. 4 cannot be understood as a warning against an ascetical rejec-

tion of marriage (for then he must at least have said : riuiog 6 yapbs,

a/U' dp,iavTo$ fj KOITT)), but the author exhorts that marriage be

maintained in honour (and thus honourable), and the marriage bed

undefiled. He warns against those sins which, according to John

viii. 1, seq., were at that time so fearfully prevalent among the Jew-

ish people, that all idea of punishing them had to be given up.
The same corruption of the national life has spread through all

Europe. The members of Christ are not to be led by such a state

of things to think lightly of, and easily to excuse, such sins
;
for let

him who has one member belonging to hell take care lest he do not

altogether belong to it. He is like a bird whose foot the fowler has

bound with a thread
;
he can fly about apparently free, but still he

is in the fowler's power, and if he does not break the thread while it

is yet time, the fowler draws him to himself by means of it at the

fitting moment, catches him and kills him. Every bosom sin plays

into the hands of the devil
;

is a poison which, chiefly in times of

persecution, paralyses the strength of faith. Nor is it otherwise

in respect to avarice, ver. 5, that national sin of the Jewish people,
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the disposition to traffic which they have inherited from the natural

life of their ancestor Jacob (comp. Gen. xxv. 31, seq.; xxx. 31-43).
He whose heart cleaves to earthly possessions, will be faint-hearted

in persecutions. And, in general, a family whose chief concern it is

to do the will of God, and which commits the care for daily bread to

him who will not leave nor forsake us, will lead a very different life

(for example, in the sanctification of the Sabbath) from a family
whose chief impelling motive is the striving after earthly possessions

and wealth, and which goes along with Christianity only in so far as

it will not interfere with worldly convenience.

Vers. 7-9. According to ver. 7, riyovpevoi (not teachers but over-

seers presbyters or apostles of the Church at Jerusalem to which

the readers belonged) had already suffered martyrdom (for the

readers are to consider their KKftamg and the faith thereby attested).

However, during the period subsequent to the conversion of the

readers no more bloody persecutions had taken place, according to

chap. xii. 4. We shall therefore have to understand a reference to

such men as Stephen, James the son of Zebedee, and James the

younger who was stoned in a tumult in the year 62, men whose

death was known to the readers, and whom they even now doubtless

acknowledged as riyov^evoi. Wieseler thinks, there is a reference to

the deaths of the two apostles, Paul and Peter, which followed

close on each other in the year 64. These two events had certainly
made a great impression on the whole society of Christians, and if

Paul, although not labouring in the Church of Jerusalem, was yet
reckoned among the rj-yovfievoi^ vp3v, this is to be explained partly,

from his universal apostolical authority, partly, from the sympathy
with which the Christians of Jerusalem must have regarded his

imprisonment in Jerusalem and Ceesarea, partly, from his close con-

nexion with Peter in Home during the period immediately preceding
his death.

Ver. 8 is not to be connected with ver. 7 by placing a colon after

niariv
}
and supposing that ver. 8 states what is the import of the

mang ; for, by man<; is meant, in the whole hortatory portion of the

epistle, not faith as an acceptance of definite doctrinal propositions,
but faith as that disposition of mind which holds fast on the future,

and in this aspect alone can faith be spoken of in ver. 7 when it is

said that the ^yo^tevot had attested their mang in their death. Ver. 8

is rather to be understood as an explanation of the author's, in-

tended as a motive to enforce the exhortation in ver. 7.
" Imitate

their faith
; (for) Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever."

('O avrog is predicate). The same Christ, trusting in whom those

died, still lives to-day, and is also our consolation (Calvin). Such

explanations as the following are wrong : the Christian religion is

everlasting, and will not be abolished in favour of the Jewish (Vat-
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able, Michaelis, Kuinoel, etc.), or : the eternity of the Adyo? as such

is here spoken of (Ambrose, etc).

To the statement that Christ in whom those men died still lives,

and that the readers are to place their entire confidence in him, cor-

responds the warning in ver. 9 not to let themselves be led away by
various and foreign doctrines. From the clause, for it i< good, etc.,

we perceive that the author must especially have had in his mind
casuistic external doctrines regarding the lawfulness or tmlawfulm ss

of irieats. These doctrines were -rroiniXai
;
one maintained that in

the Christian freedom and deliverance from the ceremonial law they

might go so far, another, somewhat farther, a third, not so far
;

every one drew a different line of limitation. The being occupied
in general with such investigations, the fixing of the attention and
interest on such questions, was, however, injurious and dangerous ;

for

those doctrines were also "
foreign ;" they related to a point which

was irrelevant to Christianity, and led away from the main concern

to things of secondary moment, which ought to be entirely beyond
the care of the Christian.

" For it is good, if the heart be estab-

lished in grace, not in meats." Thus and only thus are the datives

Xdpin and /3pw//a<7f to be understood (this use of the dative in answer

to the question in what or in reference to what an act takes place,

occurs frequently, for example, 1 Cor. xiv. 20
;
Horn. iv. 20

;
Acts

ii. 37, etc.; comp. Winer's Gr., 31, 6). By taking these datives,

as is generally done, in an instrumental signification (" by grace not

by meats"), all logical connexion with the first member of the sen-

tence is destroyed.
Vers. 10-14. The sentiment is expressed in a much higher form

in these verses. Hitherto, it was shewn in the entire epistle, that

the Levitical worship and the Levitical purity obtained by it, is dis-

pensable; that it is no rtKsfortune to be without it
; and, accordingly,

it had just been shewn at ver. 9 that the care of the Christian is to

be directed to this, that he be settled as regards grace, not as re-

gards ordinances about meats, which prifit nothing. The author

now rises higher ;
he leaps, as it were, from the defensive to the of-

fensive
;
he says : it is not ill with us in this respect, but with the

Jews ;
not we but they are the excommunicated party ;

we eat of

the true sacrificial meat on which everything depends, and from this

the true, the Messianic, our piacular meal, the Jews are excluded.

This is the simple and clear statement in ver. 10.
" We have an

altar, of which they are not at liberty to eat, who still perform their

worship in the tabernacle (the Old Testament sanctuary"). The
author evidently has in his mind the holy supper, the meal of spirit-

ual life-fellowship and union with the for us dead and now exalted

Saviour. It is now shewn in vers. 11, 12, how that very Jesus who
was rejected of the Jews, notwithstanding that he was rejected, nay,
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because he was rejected, is the true sacrifice, and in ver. 13, seq., that

consequently, that very company of believers in him which is re-

jected of the Jews, notwithstanding that, nay, because, it is so rejected,

is the true Israel. The confirmation of this is profound, yet clear

throughout. According to Lev. xvi. 27, the victim on the day of

expiation, because it was (symbolically) laden with the uncleanness

and guilt of the whole people, and was consequently unclean not

in itself, but by that transference of the guilt of others must be

ta\en without the camp, and there burned. This was done to the vic-

tim, although it was the same animal whose blood had atoning effi-

cacy, and was carried into the holiest of all ! Nay, still more,
because this was done to it, because this animal was regarded as unclean.

on account of the guilt of others, and as unclean was cast outside the

camp, it had atoning power. Now the same thing, only not symbol-

ically, but really, is true also of Christ. With respect to him also,

we are not at liberty to infer from his having been regarded as

unclean and cast out as a malefactor, and killed at the place of exe-

cution, that he can be no true sacrifice, and that his blood cannot be

the true blood of atonement. But just as that goat, Lev. xvi., was

the true symbolical atoning sacrifice, although it was regarded and

treated as unclean, nay, because it was reckoned unclean on account

of the guilt of others, so is Christ the true substantial atoning

sacrifice, although, nay, because, he was led without the gate as a

criminal, and cast out and killed by the Jews. From this, now, it

follows, ver. 13, that those who are his have not to seek the true

sacrifice in the camp of the Jews, but on Golgotha ;
that they are

not to mourn, and be cast down with sorrow and anguish, although,
like their Lord they should be cast out and treated as unclean

;

their hope, ver. 14, is not directed towards an earthly citizenship in

the earthly Jerusalem, but towards the heavenly citizenship in the

heavenly Jerusalem (chap. xii. 22), the everlasting city.

And accordingly it follows from this, lastly, that the Christians

do not need, as the Jews, to continue to offer animal sacrifices
;

they are not to bring Levitical sacrifices along with the sacrifices of

Christ, but arc only spiritually to reproduce, in the manner des-

cribed at ver. 13, the sacrifice of Christ, by which they have once for

all received atonement. Hence there remains no other sacrifice for

the Christian to offer, but the sacrifices of thanksgiving and

praise.
Ver. 15-17. This idea is further developed in ver. 15, 16. The

sacrifice ofpraise and of steadfast profession (just that reproduc-
tion of the sacrifice of Christ described in ver. 13), in addition to

this, beneficence and communication of gifts, are the sacrifices with

which God is well pleased. Koivuvia in this usage (which first

arose in the sphere of the Christian literature) occurs also at Eom.
VOL. VI. 37
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xv. 26
;
2 Cor. ix. 13 ; Phil. i. 5. With love to the brethren is

connected by a natural association of ideas, ver. 17, obedience to

the leaders of the Church. Thus the ideas from ver. 7 to ver. 17,

describe in their succession a complete circle. The author at ver.

7 began with the f/you/zevo*, and he returns to them again at ver. 17.

He began with the mention of those leaders of the Church who had

sufl'ered martyrdom ;
he had brought them forward as an example

of faith, from them he passed to fa'/fi itself, as opposed to foreign

doctrines, then to the obligation IboYQ all to be established in grace.

to the grand development of the idea that the Jew is the excommu-
nicated party, while the Christian, precisely when he is excommuni-

cated, then first truly enters into the true Holy of Holies, finally, to

the doctrine, that the internal reproduction of the sacrifice of Christ

the bearing the reproach of Christ together with love to the

brethren, are the only sacrifices which God desires from the Chris-

tian (not as atoning sacrifices but as thank-offerings), and love to

the brethren leads him back, at last, to the duty towards the

fiyovpevoij those, namely, who are still liviwj. Directly, ver. 17 con-

tains the truth, that the member of the church, if h'- has a faithful

shepherd, and does not follow him, is lost through his own fault.

Indirectly, there lies in it also the other truth, that it is the duty of

the shepherd to watch over the souls committed to his care, and

that he must render an account of them all, of those also who have

been lost through his fault. This is a solemn word. Let every
minister of the word consider, that he has voluntarily undertaken

this awfully responsible office. No one can excuse his indolence and

negligence in this office by saying, that he has been com^lld to

undertake it. How, moreover, will the thieves (John x. 10) justify

themselves before God, who have undertaken and forced themselves

into the office of those who are called to administer the means of

grace in Christ's stead, and have not as messengers of Christ preach-
ed His word and gospel, but their own conceits, or what might
tickle the ears of the people.

Ver. 18, 19 forms the transition to the conclusion. "Pray for

me." This should be done at all times
;
the pastors should be borne

upon the prayers of their people ;
and it is well when the people

are on the Sundays reminded of this duty, as is done for example in

the Liturgy of Zurich, before imparting the blessing in the words :

"
Pray for us, as we do also for you."

" For we think that we have

a good conscience, as we endeavour to walk uprightly in all things."

He who possesses a good conscience in such a manner, has a right

to demand intercessions on his behalf. But the author has special

occasion for desiring these intercessions, inasmuch as he is in a sit-

uation which makes it not a matter depending on his will whether

lie will return to his readers again. His hoping
"
to be restored"
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to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem points to an earlier personal
relation to them. We do not need to suppose, on this account,
that the author must have had the official charge of a congregation
in Jerusalem

;
it needs only to be supposed, that the author had

been in Jerusalem during the first conversion of these people ;
so

that the authorship of Paul would not be excluded by this verse.

Ver. 20, 21. The epistle proper cloSes with the invocation of a

blessing upon the readers.
" The God of peace," he is such to the

Christian, who, by faith in the sin-forgiving grace of the Saviour,

has attained to peace with God. " Who has brought back from

the dead the Shepherd of the sheep, the great one, in the blood of

an everlasting covenant." The words KV alpari do not belong to

dvayaywv ; for the raising of Christ from the dead was not done in

the blood of the everlasting covenant
;
nor does the position of the

words suit this
;
the words in question rather belong plainly to rbv

\iiyav ; Christ is the great, true, chief and superior shepherd, inas-

much as he has made an everlasting covenant by his blood (comp.

chap. ix. 11, seq.). The best commentary on these words is found

in John x. He is the good shepherd, because he has given his life

for the sheep. Now the God who has raised up this chief shepherd,
and has crowned hisfaith (chap. xii. 1-3), has also power, strength,
and will to make the members of Christ's body perfect. He is to

make them exercised in every good thing to the doing of his will.

This, however, is not effected by God's giving us new command-
ments which we must now fulfil without him, but by himself fulfil-

ling his will in us through Christ. Da quod jubes, et jube quod
vis. In the new man, his own doing and the working of God are

not to be separated ;
Christ himself living within us is identical

with our sanctification. A hateful caricature of this truth is pre-
sented in Pantheism, in which the will of the natural sinful man is

identified with the administration of God, and the unsanctified

energy of nature is viewed as the manifestation of the absolute

energy of God.

Vers. 22-25 is a postscript. It comes, at all events, from the

same hand that wrote the epistle ;
the question, however, is,

whether only from the same hand (so that perhaps the amanuensis

to whom the epistle had been dictated now added the postscript in

his own name, and no longer in the name of the proper author, as

Tertius, Rom. xvi. 21-24), or whether from the same subject and
author. The one as well as the other might say, ver. 22, that he

had made use of few words in the epistle ;
the amanuensis might

also say this, provided we suppose that the epistle was not verbally
dictated to him, but that it was left to him to carry out the ideas.

On account of this brevity he hopes that the readers would take

his exhortations in good part ;
not as if a short epistle would be
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more welcome on account of its smaller quantity of matter as such,

but because in condensed diction the author is entitled to reckon

on being excused for many a harshness in the exhortations, which

would not so easily have been committed if he had time and leisure

to be more full. But the writing is indeed concise and compressed,
even in its theoretical parts. The saying truly applies to it : quot
verba tot pondera. Everylittle sentence, every member of a sen-

tence, contains an exponent which might be developed into an en-

tire series. Even in the choice of the themes and sections the

strictest measure is observed. The author has purposely omitted

much that he might have brought within the scope of his considera-

tion. How well, for example, might he have carried out a com-

parison of Christ also with the Passover. But this he has only

faintly indicated in chap. xiii. 10. He was evidently pressed by
time and circumstances. Accordingly, he was obliged also in the

hortatory pieces (chiefly in chap. vi. and x.) often to lay down
solemn warnings shortly and almost unconnectedly. For this he

begs to be excused in ver. 22
;
he could not do otherwise

;
lie wrote

shortly, and could not but write so.

In ver. 23 he notices that Timothy had been set free. Timothy
then had been imprisoned. When ? on this see the appendix.
When now he says, that in case (idv) Timothy shall come soon he

will see the readers together with Timothy, this seems to imply,
that he himself was not in prison, and that the hindrance to his

return (ver. 19), for the removal of which he asks his readers to

pray, cannot have consisted in an imprisonment. For had he been

in prison, he must first have waited'for his release, and then it had

not depended on Timothy's coming soon, whether he would see his

readers with Timothy or without him. The 23d verse, therefore,

leads us to the supposition that the author was free, was already
about to set out on a journey, and would have taken Timothy, who
had just been released from imprisonment along with him, on con-

dition that he would come soon enough to his house, and fetch him

away.

Nevertheless, a number of difficulties open themselves here.

How then could the author exhort the readers in ver. 19 to pray
for him that he might be restored to them, if he was so free and

ready for a journey ? Further : why in general does he write at

all, if he intends to come himself to them ? I find that the com-

mentators, hitherto, have passed too easily over this difficulty. I

can see only two solutions of it. Either we must suppose, that the

author wrote the postscript at a time somewhat later than the

epistle ;
when he wrote the epistle he was still in prison ;

not till

after his release did he add the postscript. But then, we should

certainly have expected that, in this postscript, he would make
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grateful mention of his own lately and unexpectedly obtained deliv-

erance. (Such as : But God be thanked who has done above what

we ask or think, and has delivered me). Or better, we suppose that

the proper author of the epistle was really in prison (yet according

to ver. 19 not without hope of obtaining his freedom), but that the

appendix, vers. 22-25, proceeds not from him, but from that helper,

to whom he did not, perhaps dictate the epistle, but gave him only

the ideas, with whom he had talked over the substance of it, leav-

ing the conception to him. This helper had then, indeed, reason to

ask excuse for himself (ver. 22) on account of certain harsh expres-

sions. This helper relates the deliverance of Timothy. This helper

is free and prepared for a journey still, neither he nor Timothy
can have gone direct to Jerusalem, in order to carry the epistle ;

otherwise, the entire postscript or (if Timothy was the bearer) at

least the notice respecting him had been superfluous. But that

helper hoped indeed to come soon to Jerusalem with Timothy,

went, however, somewhere else before this, so that the epistle was

transmitted through some other person.

From Ver. 24 it appears, that the helper was in Italy; for he

writes salutations from the Christians of Italy. The explanation
" those who have fled from Italy" (Bleek, etc.) cannot well be ad-

mitted, because then it had been strange that only these and not

also the other Christians who lived in the place where the epistle

was written, should have sent by the writer salutations to the read-

ers. The dito is easily explained ;
with less propriety could he

have said KV, if he himself was in Italy ;
if he had said " the saints

in Italy/' he would thus have designated these so objectively, as to

make it appear that he himself was not also in Italy. Hence he

chooses the preposition dno.
" The saints of Italy salute you

"

those who are natives of Italy, those who are there at home, as op-

posed to himself, who indeed was in Italy, but was not of Italy.

Thus the Greek says (comp. Tholuck on the passage) ol dnb y^ and
ol dnb Oakdoo7)g,

" the travellers by land, the travellers by sea," so

Polyb. 5, 86, 10, ol dnb r^ 'Akegavdpeiag ftaaiXelg, the Alexandrian

kings. Comp. also Acts xvii. 3. Tholuck, indeed, has still a diffi-

culty. Why does the author not say drcb TG^T/? ? First, because

he would write salutations from all the churches of Italy ; secondly,
because he himself, as we shall afterwards see, was by no means at

Home.
The concluding verses of the Epistle lead us naturally to the

critical inquiry respecting its date, aim, and author, which inquiry

having now made ourselves familiar with the contents of the Epistle,
we propose to conduct in an appendix.
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ON THE DATE, DESTINATION, AND AUTHOR OF THE EPISTLE TO

THE HEBREWS.

CHAPTER FIRST.

THE CIRCLE OF READERS.

In the want of a superscription or address, in the highly syste-

matic distribution of the matter into very distinctly defined sections,

the themes of which are in every case formally intimated, as well

as in the marked separation of the hortatory sections from the the-

oretical, finally, in the difficulty of the diction, the terseness of the

sentiments, and the subtlety of argumentation in which much is

really only indicated, and connecting links are left to be supplied

by the reader's reflection (and his diligent comparison of the Old

Testament with the epistle) in all these respects the Epistle to the

Hebrews is distinguished from all the other New Testament epistles,

and considering all these peculiarities we may well say (what Ber-

ger* has said with substantial truth, although in a wrong way), that

the Epistle to the Hebrews is no epistle in the true and proper sense,

or at least is no epistle in the ordinary sense. The author on his

part has not surrendered himself to the free and unrestrained effu-

sion of his thoughts, cares, wishes, and feelings in this writing (as

Paul does even in the most systematic of his epistles, that to the

Romans), but he has worked out and elaborated it according to a

well-considered plan, so that he evidently subordinates the subjective

flow of his thoughts and feelings to this objective plan. The strict

order of his argumentation is never broken in upon by overt low ing

emotions (as is done for example in Rom. i. 22, seq. ;
ii. 1 and 3

seq., and 24
;

iii. 5 and 9
;

vii. 24
;

xi. 33, etc.). The readers on

their part could not possibly have understood the Epistle to the

Hebrews if, like the rest of the New Testament epistles, it had been

read a single time before an assembly of the Church
;
the Epistle

*
Gottinger TheoL Bibl. part. iii. p. 449, seq.
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to the Hebrews, in order to be understood, must be gone through
section by section, slowly, carefully, and repeatedly, with continual

comparison of the Old Testament passages cited in it and their con-

nexion. Upon this the author has evidently reckoned.

It was then no ordinary epistle ;
it was more than an epistle, it

had in reality something of the nature of a theological treatise, and

in so far Berger is certainly right. But he evidently went too far

when he thought that the Epistle to the Hebrews was a mere treatise

written not at all for a definite circle of readers, but for the entire

Christian, or at least Jewish Christian public (something in the

same way as the Gospel of Matthew). He found himself in this

case driven to the unnatural supposition, that the appendix chap,
xiii. 22-25, was first added supplementary by one who was send-

ing the treatise on to some other churches. But by this nothing is

gained. For not merely in the appeudix, but also in the epistle it-

self (chap. xiii. 19) personal relations of the author to the readers

are presupposed, and moreover, the style of the exhortation points
to a quite definite class of readers. Not only is it a very special

eiTor or spiritual malady that is counteracted throughout the entire

epistle, not only must an exact acquaintance with the spiritual

state of the readers be presupposed in the hortatory parts, but in the

passage chap. v. 12 it is even indicated that the readers collectively

had passed over to Christianity together at one and the same time,
and in chap. vi. 10 and chap. x. 32, seq., reference is made to their

former conduct, their former fortitude in the faith as contrasted with

their present faintheartedness, limitations of so definite a kind that

we cannot suppose a whole church to be addressed, but only a very
narrow and definite circle of individuals.

The Epistle to the Hebrews, then, deviates from the nature of

an epistle, in so far as relates to the manner in which its contents are

represented; but it is an epistle in so far as it relates to the desti-

nation/or a definite circle of readers.

That we are to seek for this circle of readers among the Jewish

Christians is, in the main, self-evident from the contents of the

epistle ; nay more, we are at liberty to seek these Jewish Christians

only in Jerusalem. The import of the epistle as a whole, and in

its particular parts, has indeed the one practical aim of convincing
the readers that it was no misfortune, and in no way dangerous as

regards the salvation of their soul, to be excluded from the temple
and the temple worship, and to make it clear to them that the cen-

tral point for the Israelite who believes in the Messiah -does not lie

in Israelitism or Leviticism, but in Messiaism. The readers, there-

fore, did not only participate with many Jewish Christians living

out of Jerusalem in the common erroneous notion that the Jewish

theocracy with its ritual was the main concern, and that the Mes-
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siah was sent only on account of it, and therefore for those who
have part in it, not indeed as a secondary thing, but still only, so to

speak, as a reward and a gift testifying complacency with this theo-

cracy. Not only had they not yet comprehended that the Jewish

theocracy was rather established on account of the Messiah, and the

Messiah sent on account of the whole world. But to this theoreti-

cally erroneous view there was added, in their case, the practical

danger of being really and truly shut out from the temple-worship ;

nay, it was this danger, evidently, that first awakened ami called

out the theoretical error. For the whole polemical aim of the epis-

tle is directed not against conscious heretics and blameable heresy

(as, for example, that of the Epistle to the Galatians), but against an

aberration which had its root in weakness (doOKveta). The readers were

to weak, too undeveloped in faith and knowledge to be able to bear

and to overcome the terrible feeling of being shut out from the old

theocratical sanctuary. Hence the theoretical statements of the

epistle have an altogether unpoleraical thetical form, they are milk

for the weak (chap. v. 12); what of polemical is in it is directed

solely against the sin of faintheartedness, never against intentional

error. But that practical danger could exist in this form only with

such Jewish Christians as lived in Jerusalem itself. Elsewhere in

Palestine and among the dispersion errors might arise similar to

that in the Galatian Church, but never could those circumstances

exist out of which such an involuntary fear of exclusion might

spring. For where no temple was, there the fear of exclusion from

the temple could not practically be felt. To be excluded from a

local synagogue could in itself be regarded as no misfortune, as the

constitution of synagogues was entirely a matter of freedom (they
arose in Jerusalem between 460 and 480), and the Jewish Chris-

tians very soon everywhere separated themselves from the syna^o^al
communion

; besides, nothing is said in the Epistle to the Hebrews

of an excommunication from the Jewish synagogues, but of exclu-

sion from the temple and altar and the Israelitish theocratic church

as a whole. Such could be practically felt only in Jerusalem itself.

(Comp. Bleek i. p. 29).

True, in one respect the excommunication from the temple

might affect Jewish Christians out of Jerusalem, namely, when they
came to Jerusalem to any of the three great festivals and then found

the temple closed against them. But if the author had had such

Christians in view, he would certainly have given more prominence
in the epistle to the feast of the Passover, of Pentecost, and of

Tabernacles, and have shewn that these were dispensable, while he

rather puts the ritual of those feasts quite in the background,
and places in the foreground only the sacrifice of atonement. The

readers, then, are certainly to be sought for in Jerusalem.
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But again, it cannot have been the entire church in Jerusalem

for which the epistle was intended. Already do the passages chap,
vi. 10 and chap. x. 32, seq. forbid this

;
for it is scarcely conceivable

that a church, the number of whose members extended at all events

to thousands, should formerly have been together as one man bold

and true to their profession, and should 'afterwards have collectively

as one man become weak and fainthearted. Besides, the passage

chap. ii. 3 leads us to think only of such readers as had been con-

verted subsequent to the time of Christ's ascension, who in general,

lived at a later period, and who therefore had not themselves been

witnesses of the public labours of Jesus. Moreover, the passage

chap. v. 12, in particular, forbids our supposing that the epistle was

addressed to that entire church which was the mother church of

all, which numbered among its members at all events many who
had grown grey in Christianity, many who had been the personal

disciples of Jesus, and again many who had been added at a later

period from year to year. How could it be said to such a church :

"
According to the time ye ought already to be teachers, but vour-

selves need again to be instructed ?" As regards the time, the

members of this church were not like each other in respect to the

time of their conversion, but different to the extent of perhaps

thirty years ;
then it could not be presupposed of several thousands

that they ought to be teachers
;

still less would this be said of a

church in whose bosom there existed in reality many teachers
;
least

of all can it be supposed, that such a church should as a body have

so retrograded that it again needed milk. All these circum-

tances, taken together with the whole style of representation which

characterizes the epistle, must induce us to understand the words

chap. v. 12, ye have need that one teach you, as implying that the

readers ivere in reality again taken under instruction,* i. e.
}
that the

epistle was intendedfor a limited circle of neophytes in Jerusalem,
who had become timorous lest they should be excluded from the

temple worship, threatened to withdraw themselves from Chris-

tianity (chap. x. 25), therefore were taken anew under instruction,

andfor whose instruction the Epistle to the Hebrews was toform a
sort of guide.

CHAPTER SECOND.
TIME OF COMPOSITION.

When this epistle was written can be determined only indirectly

and by approximation, and this too only by the most careful con-

* This teaching cannot be referred to the doctrines contained in ike Epistle to the

Hebrews itself. For it has for its object the crrot^eto, which are not taught in the Epistle

to the Hebrews.
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sideration both of the import of the epistle as a whole, and of its

particular intimations. The import of the epistle as a whole loads,

as has been already shewn, to the conclusion, that access to the tem-

ple worship was either rendered difficult or altogether forbidden to

the readers. This circumstance-, however, yields a pretty certain

terminus a quo, a point of time before which the epistle can cer-

tainly not have been written. We learn from Acts xxi. 28, 29 that

in May, 58, when Paul came to Jerusalem from his third mission

t >ur, the Jews charged him with having taken into the temple along

with him a Grra'/,-, an imcircuiucised person, namely, the Gentile

Christian Trophiinus, and thereby having profaned the holy place.

Now, whether this was an intentional pretext, or, as appears, from

ver. 29 (t
?

vopbv), a mere mistake, so much, at all events, may be

inferred from the nature of the accusation, as also chiefly from ver.

24, that at that time Jcwixli < '////*/ /?////>. as circumcised and as na-

tive Israelites, were not prohibited from going into the temple.

The Epistle to the Hebrews must therefore have been written after

the year 58, but it cannot have been written very soon after the

eveirc recorded in Acts xxi. There must have been an interval

during which the hatred of the Jews against Christianity rose to a

degree considerably higher.

As the extreme terminus ad quern, the year 66 offers itself, which

was the lirst year of the Jewish war. That the Epistle to the lie-

brews was written before the destruction of Jerusalem appears not only
from those particular passages in which the Levitical ritual is spoken
of as still subsisting (chap. ix. 8, x. 1), but, even if we had not those

passages, might be inferred, with undoubted certainty, from the in>-

port and the practical aim of the epistle. We must evidently come
down a series of years from that exi reme terminus ad quern; it is not

probable that the epistle was written immediately before the begin-

ning of the war, when the external fermentation and decomposition
of the Israelitish national life had already come to a height. The
circumstances presupposed in the epistle resemble much more the

first beginning of that fermentation than its completion.
Certain iiyovpevoi had already, we know, suffered martyrdom

(chap. xiii. 7); the readers themselves, also, had already Miii' rd loss

in their earthly possessions (chap. x. 34), and many of their fellow-

believers had been imprisoned ; they themselves, however, had not

yet needed to strive even unto blood (chap. xii. 4, com p. our remarks

on the passage). On the other hand, it is taken for granted every-
where in the hortatory portions, that severer persecutions may come,

nay, will come
;
the readers are systematically prepared for these,

and exhorted to submit to the sufferings that were before them as a

discipline from God (xii. 5, seq.), not to become fainthearted (x. 38,

seq.), to persevere in patience (x. 36), to imitate the faith of the



APPENDIX. 587

martyrs (xiii. 7), and, like Christ and all the Old Testament saints,

to keep fixedly and alone before their eye the future goal, the en-

trance into the holiest of all (chap. xi. and chap. xii.'l-3). Do we

find, now, traces of the condition of the Jewish Christians in Jeru-

salem growing worse after the year 58 ? First of all, the persecu-
tion under Nero in July 64 may he mentioned, which, although it

did not extend over the orbis terrarum, must yet have reacted also

on Palestine. Were the Jews already full of bitterness against the

Christians, and was their fury restrained from arbitrary outbreaks

only by the power of the Eomans, then the Neronic persecution
would certainly be a signal for them which would not require to be

given a second time. To persecute these Christians who were now
held to be criminals against Caesar, was no longer wrong, and would

bring with it no danger. These Christians, whose leaders, Peter and

Paul, had been murdered so shortly after each other as criminals and

rebels, had no claim to, and no hope of, protection on the part of

the Komans. Certainly, then, there began in the summer or har-

vest of the year 64 a season of aggravated persecution for the

Christians of Jerusalem.

But this aggravation was not the first since the year 58. Already,
under the procuratorship of Porcius Festus (60-62), according to the

accounts of that period which Josephus has left behind him, the

unbridled spirit of the Jews rose to a height hitherto unknown.

Already in the year 57 (comp. Wieseler's Chron. d. Apgsch. p. 79)
a first attempt at insurrection on a large scale was made, that of

the Sicarii, but was put down (Acts xxi. 38; Jos. Antiq., xx. 8, 5,

seq.; Bell. Jud. ii. 13, 3, seq.); under Festus, again, arose the mul-

titude of deceivers and false Messiahs; the fever of false Maccabeism

raged widely, and ate into the vitals of a people become inwardly

corrupt and morally dissolute. The Roman scourge came down
with ever increasing heaviness on the subdued rebels (Jos. Antiq.
xxiv. 5, xxv. 8). We can easily see now, how the Christians as
" adherents of a Messiah" must have been exposed to the suspicion
of the Gentile magistrates, who it can hardly be supposed would

investigate with any great care into the nature and character of

each particular Messiah, but in whose eyes all hope of a Messiah

and all speaking of a Messiah must soon have been stamped as un-

lawful, and scouted as a Jewish association for treasonable purposes,
after some dozen of Messiahs had, one after another, put themselves

forth as agitators and rebels. How easy in these circumstances

must it have become for the Jews to blacken the Christians in the

eyes of the Eomans, or to obtain a bill of indemnity for any arbitrary

persecutions of the Christians! It is certain, then, that the year 60

or 61 formed an epoch of increased trouble to the Christians, and

Josephus expressly relates (Antiq. xx., ix. 1) that after the depar-
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ture of Festus, and before the arrival of his successor Albinus, the

Apostle James, the son of Alphaeus, was stoned at the instigation

of the high priest, Annas the younger. This murder was certainly

the signal for something further.

Accordingly in the year 62, the difficulties of the Christians in

Jerusalem began to increase, and in the harvest of 64 there was a

second and still greater aggravation of them. We can suppose,

therefore, that the Epistle to the Hebrews was written citlicr late in

the summer of 64 in which case the passage chap. xiii. 7 will refer

to the death of the Apostles Peter and Paul, which, as we have

seen, is not absolutely impossible, or it might have been written in

the year 62 or 63, after the death of James the son of Alphaeus
in which case the passage chap. xiii. 7 would have to be referred

chiefly to James the son of Alphaeus, whose mere name must of

itself, however, have reminded the readers of the earlier death of

James the son of Zebedee. We may, in the meantime, choose either

of these two dates, although the passage chap. xiii. 7 is certainly

capable of a simpler explanation according to the latter supposition,
for then the author would allude to the martyrdom of men who had

actually suffered death before the eyes of the readers, and were there-

fore patterns to them of faith in the proper sense of the term, and

who also in the strictest sense had been leaders (//you/ifVOL) in the

church at Jerusalem. (The readers might thus have witnessed the

death even of James the son of Zebedee, although they were still at

that time Jews. And he, too, might be reckoned among the

fiyoviievoi fyitiv because he had laboured in the church with which

the readers had since become connected, and as one of the Apostles
whose divine calling they acknowledged since their conversion).

Let us see, now, whether the passage chap. xiii. 23 gives any
more definite information as to the time when the epistle to the

Hebrews was written. Timothy had been in prison, and had just

recovered his freedom when the Epistle was written, or at least when
it was sent off. At the same time we have gathered from the pas-

sage chap. xiii. 23, 24 that the person who wrote or worked out the

Epistle was free, was in Italy, in a different place, however, from

Timothy (if Timothy, who has just been set free, comes to him soon

he will set out with him to the east), that, on the other hand, the

proper author of the epistle from whom the material (but not the

diction, comp. chap. xiii. 22) emanates, and in whose name the

epistle on to chap. xiii. 21 is written, was by no means so independ-
ent as to be able to set out as soon as he might please to Jerusalem,
but was so restrained by the circumstances of some kind or other in

which he was involuntarily placed, that he exhorted his readers

(chap. xiii. 19) to pray God that he might be again restored to

them.
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Noiv, ivhen could Timothy have been inprison in Italy ? During
the imprisonment of the Apostle Paul at Borne, several of his

helpers were involved in the judicial procedure against him and de-

tained for a while in custody ;
so Aristarchus (Col. iv. 10) and

Epaphras (Philem. 23). It is not impossible that Timothy, also,

might have been kept in confinement at that time. When the

Apostle Paul wrote the Epistles to the Colossians and Philippians

Timothy was actually with him (Col. i. 1; Phil. i. 1, ii. 19). True,
the Apostle does not precisely designate him as his fellow-prisoner,
and makes no precise mention of an imprisonment of Timothy ;

but
even the circumstances that the Epistle to the Philippians was

written precisely in the name of Paul and Timothy (i. 1), and that

Timothy, thereby, joins in the thanksgiving for the gift which was
sent if xpeiav this circumstance almost warrants the inference,
that Timothy was imprisoned together with Paul. Just because

the Apostle throughout the whole Epistle speaks in his own person,
addresses his exhortations in his own name, speaks chap. iii. 4, seq.,

of his own exclusively of his own former circumstances, because

in a word Timothy has no part in the contents of the writing, that

superscription Paul and Timothy servants of Jesus Christ would

properly have had no meaning if it did not point to this, that the

occasion of the Epistle the gift which had been received equally
concerned Timothy and Paul,* and this, indeed, is only conceivable

on the supposition that Timothy shared in the fate of Paul as a pris-

oner. The analogous passage Col. i. 1 would then have a similar

explanation. This supposition is confirmed, however, by the passage
Phil. ii. 19. Paul hopes that he will be able soon to send Timothy
into the East. Why is this an object of hope to him? If Timothy
was free, then he might simply have determined to send him thither.

He hopes to send him so soon as he knows how it may go with his

own case (ver. 23), and, in the same way, he hopes or
"
trusts" (ver.

24) that the Lord will soon procure freedom for himself "
also."

These words, that I also myself shall come shortly, are so parallel
with the words I hope to send Timothy shortly unto you, that it is

not too bold to suppose that Timothy also, who
"
as a son with the

father hath served with me" (ver. 22), and who alone of all has not

sought his own (ver. 20, 21), was involved in the procedure against
Paul and imprisoned. If Timothy had been free, why did not Paul

send him at once with Epaphroditus, or rather why did he not send

him instead of Epaphroditus, who (ver. 27) had just recovered from

a deadly disease?

It is not to be supposed that we adduce these passages as aftbrd-

* The circumstance that Timothy may, perhaps, have written the Epistle to the

Philippians as raxvypaQof, does not suffice to explain the superscription Phil. i. 1. The

tachygraphist never wrote his name in the superscription along with that of Paul.
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ing a conclusive proof that Timothy was at that time in prison with

Paul, but we think we have only shown from them the possibility

that he way have been at that time in prison. The Epistle to the

Philippians was written in the year 62, at all events before the third

year of Paul's imprisonment at Rome, in which his si hi -.\\\ .11 became

worse. Now, if the setting at liberty of Timothy recorded in Heb.

xiii. 23 is identical with that which Paul lopes for in Phil. ii. 19,

then the Epistle to the Hebrews was written somewhere towards the

end of the year 62, therefore just after the death of James the son

of Alphaeus.
If this were the only time when an imprisonment of Timothy in

Italy is conceivable, then would the choice which was left open

above, between the year 62 and the year 64, be thereby already de-

termined. But Timothy, after having been actually sent by Paul

into the East, was urgently entreated by Paul (2 Tim. iv. 21), whose
case in the meanwhile (during the first half of the year 63) had

taken a very serious turn, to come back to him before the harvest of

63. We may be sure that he complied with this request of his

"father." Then, however, it is possible that he himself was involved

in the procedure against Paul, possible also, that after Paul's

death he was taken prisoner in the persecution under Nero (July,

64.) In short, an imprisonment of Timothy in Italy may likcivise

be conceived of as possible in the year 64
; only, that his being again

set at liberty is less probable on this occasion than in the year 62.

We have therefore not yet got beyond the alternative between

the harvest of 62 and late in the Rummer of 64. The Epistle to the

Hebrews might have been written at either of these two points of

time. The inquiry as to the author will, perhaps, be the first thing
to throw a clearer light on the question.

CHAPTER THIRD.

WHETHER WRITTEN ORIGINALLY IN GREEK.

Before we can proceed to the inquiry respecting the author of

the Epistle to the Hebrews there is still a preliminary question

which must be settled, namely, whether this epistle was really writ-

ten originally in Greek, or whether it is not merely a translation or

a reproduction of an Aramaic original. There is nothing in the

epistle itself that could lead to the raising of such a question ;

but a series of Church Fathers speak of an original Aramaic writ-

ing, and therefore we are not at liberty entirely to evade the

question.
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The most ancient of these Fathers is Clemens of Alexandria, of

whom Eusehius relates (vi. 14), that in his Hypotyposes he has un-

dertaken K-irerfirjiiKvag Si^/TJaKtg (investigations) respecting all the

books of the Holy Scripture, and in regard to the Epistle to the

Hebrews has come to the conclusion : TIavkov /.ilv elvai
} yeypd^Oat, 6e

'E(3pafoig 'Y.SpaiKq (fxjvfi, AovKav Se (fiikori/iug avrijv fjeOepur]vevoai>ra

KKdovvai rolg "'EkXymv oOev rbv avrov %p&ra evpioKeadai Kara rrjv

&pH7jret.av ravrr]^ re TT/C eTrtaroA?/^ Kal r&v rcpn^eMV, That Paul was
its author, and that it ivas written to the Hebrews in the Hebreto

language ,
but that LuJce carefully translated itfor circulation among

the Greeks; whence the resemblance in style between this and the

Acts. But the last words of this citation show clearly enough how
Clement arrived at this view. It is not a tradition which he follows,

but a scientific conjecture which he raises. The dissimilarity in

style between this epistle and the epistles of Paul, and its similar-

ity to the writings of Luke, struck him (justly) ;
he perceived that

the epistle cannot have come from Paul in this form
;
but as the

general tradition of the East (as we shall see in the following chap-

ter) named Paul as the author, Clement was led to ask : May not

the epistle in its present form in reality, perhaps, have proceeded
from another from Luke ? Wherefore not, he thought ;

how very

possible it is that Paul wrote* to those Aramaic speaking Jewish

Christians in their own language, and that a disciple of Paul (for

example Luke himself, whose style so much resembles that of the

Epistle to the Hebrews) afterwards worked out the epistle for a

wider circle of readers. But that Clement here in reality gives only
a subjective conjecture, and not an ecclesiastical tradition, appears
most clearly from this, that his disciple Origen departs from the

supposition of an originally Aramaic writing, although he retains the

substance of Clement's view. He, too, notices (in Euseb. vi. 25)
the difference in style between the Epistle to the Hebrews and the

Pauline epistles ; he, too, does not venture to carry back that epis-

tle in its present form directly to Paul
;
but he can explain this

phenomenon by a simpler (and indeed a* far more probable) conjec-

ture, namely, by the supposition that Paul did not verbally dictate

this epistle, but only delivered in free oral discourse the thoughts
and the development of the thoughts, the composition and elabora-

tion of which he left over to one of his disciples (rd I.IKV vorjfiara rov

aTToarokov KOT'LV
r\

6z (ppdaig Kal
77 ovvdeoig dTTOfivrjfiovevoavrog rivog rd

drcoaroXuid Kal &anepel oxohioypa^rJGavrog rd elpijpeva vnb rov didacs-

Kakov
.) Origen would certainly not have fallen upon this method

of solving the question, if there had been in existence a tradition in

any degree to be depended on in favour of an originally Aramaic

*
'E(3paiK% <J>UVT/ denotes hero of course not the ancient Hebrew, which, indeed, was

intelligible only to the learned Jews, but the Aramaic. Comp. Acts xxii. 2.
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writing ;
for then he would not have at all needed this new conjec-

ture. That he thought it necessary to modify the opinion of Cle-

ment can be explained only on the ground that this was only an

opinion, only a subjective supposition. We certainly meet this sup-

position also in later Church Fathers. Eusebius himself also re-

pen.ts it (iii. 38) ;
he speaks, however, so entirely in the sanv way as

Clement in like manner adducing the internal grounds which arc

in its favour that it is apparent he is there only stating the con-

jectures of others. ('Eftpaioig yap 6ia r/fc -xarplov yAw~7//r :'y} / )'0o)f

rov HavhoVj ol jiev ibv Kvayye^iarjjv Aovicdv ,
ol de rbv

Clement of Rome ^p^vevoai heyarm T//I- ypafirjv 5 ical

//dAAov Eir] dv dfajOKS ra> rbv ofioiov rjjg ^parrewf <jparH|pa ~i]v re. rov

K^TJfievTO^ i-maroXfiv KOI rijv rrpbg 'EjSpa/'ovf dnoaw&iv K. r. a.) That

this conjecture was one which he had adopted from others and not

the one which was familiar to Eusebius, Bleek has already justly
inferred from the fact that Eusebius elsewhere speaks as if the Gr<-> k

Epistle to the Hebrews comes from Paul. (In his Comm. on Psalm

ii. 7 he says that Paul, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, has ma*!' 1

use of the LXX., with which as a vofiofiadift he was well acquainted).

Jerome, too, (Script. Eccl. 5) says : scripserat Paulus, ut He-

braeus Hebraeis, Hebraice, ut ea quae eloquenter script a fuerant in

Hebraeo, eloquentius verterentur in Graecum
;
but Jerome also

adds : et hanc causam esse, quod a ceteris Pauli epistolis discrepare

videatur. (Later, also, we meet the same view in (Ecumenius, Thc-

ophylact, and Johannes Damascenus). But it is always evidently
the o/o? conjecture of Clement which in every case recommended
itself on the simple ground, that every one noticed the dissimi-

larity in style between the Epistle to the Hebrews and the Pauline

epistles.

The Church Fathers inform us respecting another book of the

New Testament that it was written originally in Aramaic, namely,
the Gospel of Matthew. But we must beware of placing these two

accounts parallel with each other. In the case of Matthew the tra-

dition respecting its Aramaic origin begins with the Presbyter John

(comp. my Kritik der evang. Geschichte p. 767, seq.), and continues

through the whole series of the Church Fathers without being en-

cumbered by the faintest trace of an opposite tradition
; nay, it is

confirmed by the abundant traces of the existence of a "
Gospel to

the Hebrews" distinct from the Greek one of Matthew, which was

still used without hesitation in the first centuries even by the Cath-

olic Church, and only gradually came to be the sole possession of the

Nazarites and Ebionites, and in their hands was greatly vitiated
;

finally, even the Greek Gospel of Matthew bears, throughout, an

Aramaic colouring, and has quite the nature of a reproduction of

an Aramaic original (although not of a verbal translation). Thus,
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for example, it has only one paranomasia (Matt. vi. 16), and this,

too, of such a kind as that it may have arisen unconsciously (comp.

my Kritik der evang. Geschichte p. 764-766).
It is altogether different with the Epistle to the Hebrews. The

scanty series of notices respecting its Aramaic original begins, as we
have seen, very late, and begins with an evident conjecture, which was

afterwards readily adopted by others on internal grounds. There is

nowhere the faintest trace of an Aramaic original of the Epistle to

the Hebrews, and our Greek Epistle to the Hebrews is, in fine, so

original throughout, so evidently thought in Greek, both in form and

import, that the supposition of its having arisen from an Aramaic

original becomes at once an impossibility.

To begin with what is most external, we would refer to the mul-

titude of Greek paranomasias and plays upon words, of which only

some (for example vTrordgcu and avvnoraicTov, ii. 8
; d-rrdrup, a\ir\rup,

vii. 3
; lyyifriiev, eyyvof, vii. 19 and 22

; -napa^veiv, \LKVUV, vii. 23,

24
; i}y>iadi.ievog, rjyidadr], x. 29, etc.) could have arisen unconsciously

in the hands of a translator, while the most are certainly intended

(for example TroAujuepwf not -n-o^vrpOTTdtg, i. 1 '

tyadev d<p' &v tnadev, v.

8
;
KaXov re Kal Kaitov, v. 14

J Pp^naoi /cat tro/iaoi, ix. 10
', doparov,

6pa>v, xi. 27
; pevovaav, fie^Xovoav, xiii. 14, etc.). All that can be

directly inferred, indeed, from this mass of paranomasias is, that our

epistle cannot be the literal translation of an Aramaic original ;
that

it may have been a free reproduction of such an original is not

thereby set aside.

This reproduction, however, must have been executed in so free

a manner that, in the form and structure of the periods, as well as

in the transference of the ideas, the writer has not bound himself

down to the original ;
for the construction of the periods is so gen-

uinely Greek, so rich, so elaborate, the language is so select and ex-

presses modifications of ideas so delicate (for example iiETQLo-Kadelv,

evTrepioraTog, ncadcnrodooia, etc.), that there are no Aramaic ideas and

words whatever to which these Greek ones would correspond. The
writer must, therefore, have entirely recast his original and that

not merely as regards the form, but also the matter. . All th& ar-

gumentations are so subtly, so closely knit and interwoven with the

grammatical form of the subtly constructed period, that if this

form was not possible in the Aramaic original, then must also the

entire development of the thought have been different. Compare
for example Heb., chap. i. 1-3

; chap. ii. 2-4 and 9, 10, and 14, 15
;

chap. iii. 1, 2, seq. ; chap. iv. 9 and 6, 7
; chap. v. 7-10

; chap. vii.

5-12, and seq. Let any one only try to render back these passages
into the poor Aramaic language, and he will be convinced that

more than the half of the sentiments, but chiefly and entirely their

delicate connexion, would be lost.

VOL. VI 38
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To this is to be added, finally, the use which is made of the

LXX. We have seen in the particular passages that the argumenta-
tions based on Old Testament citations are substantially correct, and

really founded on the sense which those citations have in the ori-

ginal. But we have in like manner seen, that those argumenta-

tions, m respect of form, correspond to the words and expressions
used in the LXX, even in those instances in which the Septuagiut,

although rightly rendering the sentiment as a whole, yet does not

correspond to the most direct grammatical sense of the Hebrew

original. Thus, for example in chap. vii. 8, the argumentati* n is

based on the word v-ordooen', which does not occur at all in the

Hebrew original of the psalm. In like manner chap. iv. 5. M^. ;

chap. x. 5-7, etc. These argumentations also the writer must have

entirely recast.

In short, the entire Epistle to the Hebrews is in form and
matter thought out in Greek. Granted that it really had an Ara-

maic writing for its basis, our Greek Epistle to the Hebrews would

still not be a reproduction of this original writing, but an (nlir-hj

new and ori'jinal composition, to which the Aramaic writing bore

the relation of a mere preparatory work, and we should not be at

liberty to say :

" The Epistle to the Hebrews was originally written

in Aramaic," but more correctly would have to say :

" The writer

of the Epistle to the Hebrews made use of another treatise o!

ill i- import, which happened to be written in Aramaic, as a pre-

paratory work." But herewith the whole conjecture vanishes. For

there are no positive grounds for this conjecture, and, thus modi-

fied, it would not even serve the end which it was intended to

serve by Clement of Alexandria. If Paul had intended to deliver

in writing to the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews a scheme of

contents for the epistle which was to be written, in order that this

author might cu rnj it out, he would at least not have written this

srh'.'ine in the Aramaic language. If, however, Paul or any one

else had written and sent an Aramaic epistle to the Jewish Chris-

tians in Jerusalem, and some other (Luke or any one else) had set

himself to translate it into Greek for the more general use of all

Christians, he would have really translated it, and not have made

something quite different out of it.

The conjecture of Clement, therefore, is mere conjecture, and in-

deed it is not evenfitted to explain the coincidence of the un-Pauline

style and the oriental tradition of the Pauline authorship. In no

danger of being misled by this conjecture, we can now pass to the

inquiry respecting the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
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*

CHAPTEE 'FOURTH.

THE WRITER. A) EXTERNAL TESTIMONIES.

ON directing our view, first of all, to the external testimonies

respecting the Epistle to the Hebrews, we encounter the striking

phenomenon, that the entire Eastern Church decidedly and from

the very first holds the epistle to be Pauline, while the Western

either makes no use of it until the time of the Arian controversy,

or, if it uses it, does not reckon it among the Pauline epistles, or,

finally, declares it to be decidedly un-Pauline. The Eastern Church

had no other opinion than that Paul was the author of the Epistle to

the Hebrews. As the first witness Clemens Eomanus (A.D. 96) is

wont to be adduced, who has certainly a greater number of allu-

sions to the Epistle to the Hebrews than to any other epistle of the

New Testament. (In the 36th chapter of his Epistle to the Cor-

inthians he gives pretty large and literal extracts from Heb. i. 4,

seq. ;
more than once he repeats the words Heb. iii. 2, etc., etc.

See the passages in Kirchhofer's "
Quellensammlung zur Geschichte

der neutestamentlichen Kanons," p. 233-238). But nowhere does

Clement name the Epistle to the Hebrews, nowhere does he name
Paul as its author. Now, as there is no necessity for supposing
that his partiality for this epistle was occasioned by his partiality

for the person of its author, seeing that the contents of the epistle

might quite as well account for this partiality further, as the per-
son of the author might have been especially dear to Clement even

although he had not been Paul himself, but one of those fellow-
labourers mentioned in Phil. iv. 3, it follows that no certain con-

clusion can be drawn from Clement's partiality for the Epistle to

the Hebrews, that he recognized this epistle as Pauline. Still less,

indeed, can any inference be drawn against its having been written

by Paul from the fact that Clement does not name the title and
author. For, in his allusions to the Epistle of the Thessalonians

(Clem. 1 Cor. xxxviii.), Galatians (1 Cor. xlix.), Romans (chap,
xxxiii. xxxv. xxxviii. xlvi.), Colossians (chap, xxi.), Ephesians

(chap, xlvi.), Timothy (chap, xxix.), etc., he also names not the

title and author
; only (in chap, xlvii.) when he cites the first of

Paul's epistles to the Corinthians does he remind the Corinthians

having special occasion to do so of that which Paul had already
written to them.

The series of properly Oriental witnesses for the Pauline author-

ship of the Epistle to the Hebrews begins with Pantaenus. Clement
of Alexandria appeals to him, the \iaadpLoq rrpeaj3vrepog}

for the in-

formation that Paul had put no inscription to the Epistle to the
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Hebrews, because he did not wish to urge his apostolic authority on

the Jewish Christians, ("lldrj
& &$ 6 paiidpios eAeye rrpeafivTepogj

tret, 6 Kvpio$ aTroVroAof oiv TOV TcavTOKpaTOpo^, OTreaTaA?? 7rp6f 'EQpaiovg,
did uETpioT7]Ta 6 IlavAof, (I)f av /$ rd f:6vi] aTreoraA^t'i'Of, OVK tyypa^et

iavrbv 'E/Jpatwv aTrdaroAov, dta re TT/V rrpdf TOV Kvpiov 7//i?)v, dm re rov

t -epiovaiaq not rotf
r

E/3patotf tTuaTeAAetv iOvuJv Kt']prna orra ot OTOCT-

ToAov.) In like manner Dionysius of Alexandria (in Euscb. vi. 41 :

'E&KAivov 6e leal v-av%u)povv ol adeA0ot Katrr/v dpTrayijv TWV

VTfap%6vT w, <tyio/o)f t'/eetvoif ol$ nal IIovAof tyaprrvpijoe, fie TO,

%apa(; irpoaedet-avro, comp. Heb. x. 34). In like manner, Alex-

ander of Alexandria (in Socr. i. 3, Theodoret. h. e. i. 4). Metho-

dius of Lycia (A.D. 290) conviv. decem virginum, oratio 10, pag. 96

and 116, cites the passages Ileb. x. 1 and xii. 1 with the words Kara -<>v

drcoaro/.ov and na-d TOV diddanahov IlavAov. A Synod held in Antioch

about the year 2C4 against Paul of Samosata, cites in its Synodal

writing (in Mansi coll. cone. torn, i., pag. 103G) the passage Ilel>. xi.

26 as the words of Paul. That Clement of Alexandria held Paul to

be at least the original author of the Epistle to the Heluvws, imy,

that it was just.the tradition respecting the Pauline authorship that

induced him to devise that conjecture about an originally Aramaic

writing in order to explain the difference in style, we have seen

from the passage already adduced (in Euseb. vi. 14) in which, in-

deed, he appeals also to Pantaenus in support of its having been

written by Paul. In another passage also (Strom, vi. p. 645), he

cites the Epistle to the Hebrews as Pauline ('ETei nal IlaC-Ao? lv ralg

tniOTokals ov <f)ikooo<f)iav &a,3aAAwv <f>aive~ai
TH iraAiv, (j)T]ol}

%peiav t^ere TOV diddoneiv vpdg, riva rd oroi%ela, etc. Heb. v. 12

u)oavTU)$ KOI rots i% 'EAP./yvwv tmorptyovai KoAoooaevoi- j3ATreTE, etc.

Col. iv. 8.) Origen likewise cites the epistle as Pauline (comm. in

Joh. opp. iv. p. 60 : at iv rq Trpbg 'E3paiov$ 6 avrbg HavA-oc; tytjoiv

then follows Heb. i. 1, 2
;

in like manner in his comm. in ep. ad

Roman, opp. iv. p. 579 and 659). Origen too was driven only by
this general tradition of the Pauline authorship to that conjecture
which has been formerly mentioned, and which (in Euseb. vi. 25)

he expresses in the following words : 'O ^apa/cr?)p rj/f At'^ewf T/J rrpof

e-moroAijg OVK %ei TO iv A6ya> IdiVTiicbv TOV

av~bv IdiojTrjv elvai TOJ Aoyw, TOVTKOTL ~q
i' d/./.d torir

?] faiaTOATj avvOeoei TIJS Ae|ea>f eAA^vt/cwT^pa, -rrdg b

Kpiveiv typdaeuv diafyopac; 6poAoyj/aai av. IlaAtv At at-, <">ri

TO, vor'i^ara TTJS imaToX.^ Oavfidoid io~i, Kal ov devTepa TWV faroffroJUicurv

ypa^/mrwv, Kal TOVTO dv av\i<^i]aai elvai aArjOt^ Traf 6

yvuou rq dnoOTOAiKy. 'Eyw 6e dTTO<j)CM.v6uevog t7ro//i'

ov, OTI Td uev vofjfjaTa TOV drrooTOAov ia~li', i]
<5t (frpdmg Kal

i] ovvOemf

dTTO/irjjuovevaavTO^ -fi'Of Ta dTrooroXiKu, Kal oWrrrpel a^oAioypa^jjaavTO^
TO EiprjiiKva v~b TOV 6i6a<JKaAov. Et Ttf ovv ?KK/r/aia K%i TavTrjV T//I'

IlavAov, avTi] tvdoKijiKiTdi Kal iril TOUTW- ov yap elxij ol
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i dvdpeg tig Havkov avrrjv Trapadedutcaai. All the following
Greek Church Fathers name the epistle as Paul's : Eusebius places
it in his canon among the Pauline epistles (Euseb. iii. 25, see far-

ther on this below), in like manner Antonius, Athanasius, Didy-

mus, Theophilus of Alexandria, the two Gregories, Basil, Epiph-
anius, James of Nisibis (in Galland. bibl. patr. torn. 5. p. 16 and

53), Ephraim of Syria, the two Cyrils, Chrysostom, etc.

Nevertheless, some have ventured to call in question the an-

tiquity and unanimity of this oriental tradition. Bleek
(i. p. 108)

thinks that by the dp%atoi dvdpeg to whom Origen refers might also

be meant merely Pantaenus and Clement of Alexandria
;
not only,

however, is it improbable that Origen should have designated thelfe

his immediate predecessors and teachers by so vague an expression,

out the usus linguae is directly against this. (For example, Euse-

bius ii. 1, where he narrates the death of the Apostles, says : nai

ravra [lev <I>f K% ap^aiuv laropiag riprjadu ; in iii. 24, he says, the

Qospel of John has had the fourth place assigned to it rightly by the

dpxawi.') Chiefly, however, is the context conclusive against that

interpretation. For Clement of Alexandria had not unconditionally

held that Paul was the immediate author of the Epistle to the He-

brews
;
how then can this Clement be brought forward among those

to whom those churches might appeal which held the epistle to be

directly Pauline ? The sense of the passage is plainly this : The

Alexandrians cannot, indeed, believe that this epistle, with this style,

was thus composed by Paul himself; but whosoever will yet hold Paul

to be the immediate and proper author (therefore in opposition to

Clement !) we can do nothing against him, since even the ancients

have handed down the epistle to us as one of Paul's."

And, accordingly, a second objection also is herewith- refuted

(Bleek p. 107). In the words d rig ovv KKK^aia K%et -ai)rr\v rrjv

KTrtaroA7]v wf Uavkov there evidently lies the presupposition, that

only a few churches at that time held the Epistle to the Hebrews

to be a work of Paul. But the question treated of in the context

of this passage is not at all whether the epistle was written by
Paul or came into existence without Paul having any thing to do

with it. That the ancient tradition imputed it to Paul was a set-

tled point, and only the certainty of this tradition could induce

Clement and Origen to form those two conjectures, by which the

un- Pauline style at variance with the tradition might be explained."

The question with Origen is rather, whether the epistle, precisely

as we have it in Greek, can have come directly from Paul. The old

* How altogether untenable is the opinion of Bertholdt (Einleit. iv. 2914, seq.), that

the Alexandrines those who observed and always so strongly urged the un-Pauline

character of the style were the first who raised the conjecture of a Pauline authorship

and that
" on exegetical grounds."
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tradition called it Pauline
;

the un-Pauline style had, however,

justly struck the Alexandrians
;

it had become the settled opinion

among them that the epistle in its present form could not he directly

from Paul
;
either it is a translation of an Aramaic original (as

Clement wrongly supposed), or, according to the preferable conjec-

ture of Origen, Paul did not dictate the words of it but gave only

the voi]nara for it. These views, under the influence of the catechist

school in Alexandria and the neighbourhood, may have been gener-

ally spread ;
hence Origen carelessly mentions them

;
but then it

may have struck him that this hypothesis might give offence, that

there might possibly be churches which would zealously maintain

Wie immi-i/itif'f'/ Pauline origin ; against these, he says, we can not

take any steps as the ancient tradition names the epistle simply as

one of Paul's. That the words holds it H* /V/>//'\ according to the

context, form the antithesis, only to the view of Origen, and not to

an opinion according to which the authorship of Paul would be ab-

solutely denied, is indeed clear as the sun.

Origen, certainly, also presupposes an absolute denial of the

Pauline authorship as possible, but only as possible, when (in Matth.

xxiii. 20) he says: Sed pone, fifiijnnn abdicare epistolam ad He-

braeos, quasi non Pauli . . . sed quid faciat in sermones Stephani,
etc. ? The learned Father may have heard something of the \YcM-

ern views concerning the epistle to the Hebrews
;
at all events, he

would not have spoken thus (pone, alujKcin) if (as Bleek will have

it) there had been around him entire churches and countries which

held the Epistle to the Hebrews to be un-Pauline ! He there also,

as well as in ad Afric. chap, ix., distinctly takes it for granted that

some might feel themselves compelled to doubt the authority of the

Epistle to the Hebrews on internal grounds, namely, on account of

the passage Heb. xi. 37 (where prophets are spoken of who were

sawn asunder, while no such case is recorded in the canonical books

of the Old Testament).

Again, reference has been made to the fact that Eusebius reck-

ons the Epistle to the Hebrews among the antilcyomcna, inasmuch

as he relates of Clement of Alexandria that in his Strom, hi' made
use of proofs also erro rwv dimXeyOfttvuv ypatyuv, namely, from the

"Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the

epistle of Clemens Rom., P>arnabas and Judas. But that the Epistle
to the Hebrews is here reckoned among the d/tti/t </<)/,/< im is very

simply explained from this, that Eusebius himself (vi. 25) knew and

mentions that some held Luke, others Clement of Rome, to be the

proper and immediate author of it, and that (Huseb. iii. 3; vi. 20) the

whole western church entirely denied it to be Paul's. In M/s smse

he might call it an avTi^eyo/ievov. But how firmly settled that tra-

dition of the Pauline authorship in general was in tin; east is evi-
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dent from this, that Eusebius in his principal passage on the Canon

(iii. 25) does not adduce the Epistle to the Hebrews among the an-

tilegomena, and was therefore conscious of having already included

it among the u
KTnoro^al^ Havkov "

accordingly, the same Eusebius

cites it as Pauline in not less than twenty-seven passages. (Comp.
Bleek, p. 149, 150, Anm. 173).

Finally, the learned and extensively read Jerome, who made use

of the library of Caesarea, and therewith of the entire Christian lit-

erature of the first centuries, says, that the Epistle to the Hebrews
was ascribed to the Apostle Paul non solum ab ccclesiis orientis, sed

ab omnibus retro ecclesiasticis graeci sermonis scriptoribus (ep. ad.

Dard. p. 608).

Thus, then, the thesis is fully confirmed ill at the primitive and

general tradition of the East is infavour of the Pauline authorship.
It is also confirmed by the remarkable circumstance, that the Epistle
to the Hebrews, as is still evident from the numbering of the Kcph-
alia in the cod. B, originally stood between the Epistle to the Gala-

tians and that to the Ephesians, and was not till a later period in

the fourth century placed after the Epistle to the Thessalonians (as

in cod. A and 0), and still later, after the Pastoral Epistles.

It was altogether different in the West. That Bishop of Lyons,

Irenaeus, who was among the first to follow the practice of citing

the New Testament writings by their titles and authors, has, as is

commonly supposed, not at all cited the Epistle to the Hebrews, at

least not by its title and author
; nay, there is a notice, certainly a

very late one, to the effect that Irenaeus held the Epistle to the

Hebrews to be un-Pauline. Meanwhile these points would need a

special examination. Only the second, viz., that Irenaeus never

names the Apostle Paul as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
is beyond all question true. There are serious doubts, on the other

hand, against the first, that Irenaeus was not at at all acquainted
with the epistle, and did not make use of it. Eusebius (v. 26) no-

tices a writing (now lost) of that Church Father with the express

remark, that in it Irenaeus " mentions also the Epistle to the He-

brews." 'AAAa yap rrpbg rolg drTodoOelaiv TZlprjvaiov avyypdmiaai KOI

ralg K~t,aro^a7.g <f)Kperai KOI (3i0/(.iov n dia^e^e

TTpbg 'E/3paot>f KTuarohrjs KOI rf/g ^.eyo^vr/g oofiiag

pr]~d riva tf avr&v 7rapa0//evo. These words may have a twofold

sense. Either the apposition TrapaO^evog serves to state more pre-

cisely how and in howfar he mentions the Epistle to the Hebrews

(
tc he mentions it by adducing passages from it") and then Ire-

naeus may not, perhaps, have so much as named the title
"
trnaroA?)

jrpbg 'Eppaiovg, but only have cited particular passages of the epistle

or TTapaOsp-evog serves to specify the occasion on which he has really
" mentioned" the Epistle to the Hebrews, as such, i. e., has named
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it (" lie mentions it on the occasions on which he adduces passages
from' it") and in this case Irenaeus must in these citations have

actually called the epistle by its name "
Epistle to the Hebrews."

In favour of the latter interpretation is the circumstance that a mere

making use of prjrd from the Epistle to the Hebivw>. without u<i,,,ii/y

this epistle, occurs also in the writing adv. haer., and could not be

adduced as an exclusive peculiarity of the writing "fW/^v/c;"

meanwhile, those mere allusions are so few in number, and. besides,

so doubtful, that they may easily have escaped the notice of Eu.se-

bius. However this may be, little, on the whole, depends on which

of those two interpretations is held to be the correct one. Accord-

ing to each of Hie two Irenaeus at least knew the Epistle to the ILbnws ;

but from neither can it be inferred that he must have held it to be

Pauliiu'. That he kn>ir the epistle, is certainly confirmed in some
measure by those allusions in the writing adv. haereses. True, in-

deed, when he describes God as faciens omnia, et visibilia et iuvisi-

bilia et sensibilia et insensata, et coelestia et terrena. /
> / vt rlmm vir-

tuti* . here might be in this latter designation (certainly a very
unusual one) an <d coincidence with the p->jpa r/Jr (Jrw/'/ieajf

avrot', Heb. i. 3. As little can it be with any certainty inferred from

the words : OTTOV ye 'Ei'w^ eva^eorTjaag ru) Oeut iv ounari iierr-t-'Ot], ri/v

fierdOeoiv rtiv diKaiuv Trpofirjvvuv (v. 5, 1) that the Bishop of Lyons
was acquainted with Heb. xi. 5, as these words might quite as well

be explained from our acquaintance with Gen. v. 24 (LXX). On
the other band, in a third passage (iv. 11, 4): Quae (munditiae ex-

teriores) iufiyttramfittttfvrum traditae erant, velut umbrae cj" -<l<im

descriptiunem faciente lege, atqne delineante de temporalibus aeterna,
terrenis coelestia, it would be difficult not to see a recollection of pas-

sages in the Epistle to the Hebrews (x. 1
;
OKIUV yap tyuv b vonoq

TUV fiK/^ovrcjv dyad&v ; comp. viii. 5, OKIU ro5v tTrovpaviuv ; ix. 23,

rd v~odeiy(ia,Ta T&V iv role, ovpavoltf).

The supposition that the Epistle to the Hebrews was entirely

unknown to Irenaeus is therefore quite untenable. On the other

hand, there is not the sl'ujhtcat trace of his having ever dc<-/ur< </ it to

be Pauline. On the contrary, it is thought that there is a trace of
hi* hncii/'j held it to be un-Pauline. Stcphanus (.iobarus (living in

the sixth century) records (in Photii bibl. cod. 232, ed. Bekk. p. 2!'l)

that Irenaeus and Hippuiytus held the Ejtistle to the Hebrews to be

un-Pauliue. Hippolytus lias manifestly (Phot. cod. 121) denied the

Pauline origin of the Epistle; but whether this saying of Stephanus
in reference also to Irenaeus is founded on definite positive state-

ments, may be very much doubted. For had such statements been

to be found in the writings of Irenaeus, then Eusebius would assur-

edly have adduced the substance of these statements, in the passage

(v. 8.) in which he brings together all that Irenaeus had expn
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respecting the biblical books. It is therefore far more probable that

Stephanus presumed) from the rare and scanty use which Irenaeus

makes of the Epistle to the Hebrews, from his silence respecting
the author, and, finally, from the view entertained by his disciple

Hippolytus, that his teacher also, Irenaeus, must have held the

Epistle to the Hebrews to be un-Pauline. Was this conjecture right?
I believe we shall have to decide this question by a docta igno-
rantia. It is certainly not impossible that Irenaeus held our epistle

to be un-Pauline; but it is quite as possible that he had brought
with him from Asia Minor to Lyons the tradition respecting the

Paulino origin, but thai lie was unwilling to urge this on the Western

Church. He may, therefore, have cautiously avoided citing the

Epistle to the Hebrews as Pauline in contradiction to the universal

opinion and tradition of the West; for an ecclesiastical tradition so

general demanded respect and forbearance, according to Irenaeus'

own principles (comp. his second fragment on the Passover contro-

versy in Eusebius, v. 24). As he was, nevertheless, unwilling to

deny the tradition which he had brought with him from Asia Minor,
he therefore in general avoided making any particularly frequent use

of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and he might do so all the more

easily as the point of this Epistle was directed against Judaism,
whereas the point of his own polemics was directed against Gnosti-

cism, so that the Epistle to the Hebrews was in reality for him not

so indispensable.
But that in the West this Epistle, at the time when tradition,

even that respecting the canon (i. e. respecting the books to be read

in the churches), was fixed, i. e. shortly after 100, was as yet by no

means generally known and spread, is apparent from numerous facts.

In the Novatian controversy (from 251 onwards) Novatian could

have found in the whole of the New Testament no more convenient

proof of his principle, that Christians who in persecution had denied

the faith ought not again to be received into the fellowship of the

Church, than the passage Heb. vi. 4, seq. As Novatian, notwith-

standing, makes no use of this passage in his writings (see these in

Galland. bibl. patr. iii. 287, seq.), he must, therefore, either have

not at all known the Epistle to the Hebrews or have held it to be

no authority. Victorinus (A.D. 303), the Muratorian Canon, and
the presbyter Gajus (about 190), count only 13 Pauline epistles.

(On Gajus comp. Easeb. 6, 20, seq.) Cyprian says in two passages

(adv. Jud. i. 20 and exhort, mart. 11) that Paul wrote to seven

churches; besides Eome, Corinth, Ephesus, Colosse, Philippi, Tbes-

salonica, and Galatia, there remains here no place for the "Hebrews."

And no weight is to be given to the consideration, that Cyprian may
not have counted the Epistle to the Hebrews because its readers (as

we saw) formed no church; he reckons the province of Galatia as a
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church! Tertullian, in a passage (clc pudic. 20) where everything

depended on his being able to confirm the authority of the Epistle

to the Hebrews, with great decision and candour names Barnabas

as its author. From the second to the fourth century, tJ/cn, in Italy
ax in Africa, the Epistle to the Jl< />r< //* im* l>hl to be int-l'nnline.

\ at the time of Euscbius, at least in Rome, the doubts as to

the Pauline authorship had not entirely disappeared, as Eusebius

(iii.
.'5 records ('Ort yt ////i

1 -rtvrr IfivrfytMH rJ/r -pnc 'V.lpaiovc, -rrpdf rrjg

'Ptt>fiau,n- f /,-/,-/ /jfjiag &$ fii/
ITavAov ovoav airri/r di'7i/.yeaOai 07/aavref, ov

diicaiov dyvotiv. Comp. Euseb. vi. 20: KTTEI KOI el$ dei-po napa

'Pw/ua/wv no iv ov vofii^erai -ov drroaru/.ov nlvai). For, of curlier

o])pi'iients of the Pauline origin of the Epistle (ifl^-i^nni} he says,

that they had appealed to "the Roman Church;" of his own time

he says, that some in Rome held the. Kpistle to be un-Pauline.

First in the time of the Arian controversy, then, there took

place a revolution of opinion on this question in the \\Vst. and a

complete Victory <>r>.f fkt //' *///// tr<i<i;tin hy f//c AWcr>/ brought
about, doubtless, through the influence of the oriental Nicenes, who
now indeed found their most faithful alUes and lellow-suflerers in

the Western Church, and came into the most active contact with it.

Hilary of Poictiers (A.D. 3G8), Lucifer of Cagliari, Ambrose (398),

Philastrius, Gaudentius, Jerome, etc., consider the Epistle to the

Hebrews as a work of the Apostle Paul.

Now, just as the attempt has been made to overthrow the fact

that the primitive tradition of the East declared the Epistle to be

Pauline, so, on the other hand, it has also been attempted to do

away with the equally certain fact, that the West in the fourth

century held the Epistle to be un-Pauline. Stuart has conjectured
that the West was originally at one with the East on this question,
and that Marcion, who came to Rome in the time of the presbyter

Gnjus, first infected the West with his doubts as to the Pauline

authorship a conjecture which needs no refutation. Tertullian,

the energetic opponent of Marcion, who in his opposition to the

Gnostics, never fails to impute to Marcion as a crime his every doubt

respecting the authenticity of a biblical book, does not in a single

syllable charge him with holding the Epistle to the Hebrews to be

un-Pauline (adv. Marc. v. 20), and he himself declares the Epistle

to be a work of Barnabas! Assuredly he would not have adopted
this from Marcion! Hug likewise thinks that the Western Church

originally possessed the Epistle to the Hebrews, but when the Mon-
tanists appealed to Heb. vi. 4, seq. (Hieron. adv. Jovin. ii. 3), from

opposition to them, it was first ignored (as was done by Irenaeus),
and then declared to be spurious. But Tertullian also, who was

himself a Montanist, or had been, had no other opinion than that

the Epistle proceeded from Barnabas! And how, in general, would
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the whole immense Church of the West have declared an epistle to

be spurious, which according to tradition was apostolical, merely in

order to be able to get rid of a single argument of a sect! It might,

^n the same principle, have declared the entire New Testament to

be spurious, on account of the Gnostics and Ebionites!

These two theses then may be considered as thoroughly con-

firmed, that the tradition of the East held the Epistle to be Pauline,

that, on the other hand, the West came to knoiv it in general at a
later period, and then very decidedly held it to be un-Pauline. The

question now arises, what critical inferences are to be drawn from

this phenomenon? Not a few draw from it the simple result, that
" the external testimonies contradict each other, and, consequently,
that the internal reasons alone must decide." Such a procedure,

however, deserves to be characterized as hasty and groundless. The
eastern and the western traditions are not two equal, but opposite,

mathematical quantities which cancel each other and reduce each

other to nothing, but they are facts which are to be iveighed, nay

more, which are to be explained.

In weighing the two traditions against each other, that of the

East is the heavier in the scale. First of all, it is reasonable to ex-

pect a surer and more general knowledge concerning the author of

an epistle in the district to ichich that epistle was written, than in

that/row ivhich it was written. In Jerusalem, whither the epistle

had been sent, it must have been known and learned who the author

was
; for, although he does not name himself in the inscription, the

bearer of the epistle would certainly not deliver it with the words :

" Here I bring you an epistle out of Italy from somebody; who that

somebody is however you must not know" for then had the au-

thority of the epistle been but ill cared for ! but the bearer must,
in all probability, have brought to the teacher of that circle of

readers an additional private writing, and to the circle of readers

themselves have mentioned and certified the name of the author.

From thence, along with the epistle (which soon indeed came to

have a high significance for the whole of oriental Christendom,

being, as it were, a divinely authenticated document for the loosing

of the band between Christianity and Judaism), the knowledge
of its author, too, must have spread first, and most surely, to

Lesser Asia, Syria. Egypt ! What we learn there respecting the

Epistle to the Hebrews we shall have to consider as the surest in-

formation.

It was altogether different in Italy, where the author wrote.

True, he writes salutations from the Italian Christians, but this

surely does not necessitate the supposition that he first sent round

everywhere to the Christian churches of Italy, announced his inten-

tion to write to some Jewish Christians in Jerusalem, and obtained
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authority from them to send their salutations. The salutation,

chap. xiii. 24, is in so vague and general a form as to lead to the

supposition, that the author ventured to write it at his own hand.

Let it be granted, however, that in the author's immediate neigh-

bourhood the notice would be spread that he was writing to Chris-

tians in Jerusalem, this notice would be forgotten in the next

months, years, decades. The \Vesteru Church did not happen at

first to see the epistle itself. Very natural ! The epistle, in respect

of its import, had an interest only where then- were .Jewish Chris-

tians who from piety observed the Levitical law
;
such there were

in Palestine, Syria, Alexandria, doubtless ul-> in Lesser Asia. In

Italy the Jewish Christians were small in point of numbers, and

gradually decreasing; there they were from the coinmeneement

more mixed with Gentile Christians. The Epistle to the Hebrews

came also into the Western Church, but late and slowly ;
it was not,

so to speak, waited for and read with avidity as a practically impor-
tant writing. It came thither slowly, by means of copies. No Paul

had named himself in the inscription ; it was therefore not at all

imagined that the epistle was Pauline. In the beginning of the

second century it was not yet received into the ecclesiastical collec-

tion of books prescribed to be read (the canon) of the Western,

Church
;
now as from the beginuiug of the second century, from the

death of the last apostle, the Church clung with tenacity to all old

tradition, the Western Church also made no change in its canon
;

the Epistle to the Hebrews indeed gradually spread, but the old

tradition of the West had not reckoned it amon<j the canonical epis-

tles; consequently it was allowed to stand outside the canon, and,
least of all, was there any inclination to acknowledge it as Pauline.

Now, that in the fourth century the Western Church followed the

oriental tradition so soon as that Church came into more lively con-

tact with it, can only be explained from the fact, that the Eastern

Church must have hail wciy/ift/ /xjxitii'e realms in support of it. In

general, the Eastern d iffere from the Western tradition as regards
the Epistle to the Hebrews in this, that the former bears a positive,

the latter a negative character. The former starts from the knowl-

edge that the epistle was Pauline, and only afterwards were doubts

awakened (in the Alexandrians) on account of the style, which,

however, could not overthrow that tradition, but only led to attempts
to reconcile them with it. Nor was there any doubt in- Alexandria

as to who was the first and proper author, but only as to who was

the translator, or who had elaborated it, whether Clement of Home
or Luke. It was a settled point, that Paul was the proper author.

The tradition of the Western Church, on the contrary, starts from

an ignorance of the epistle, an ignorance of the author, and we meet

nowhere any positive statement respecting the person of this author,
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with the single exception of that of Tertullian. True, when he

names Barnabas, Tertullian seems to express not a subjective con-

jecture but a tradition; at all events, however, this tradition was

only a local one, and in all probability rested, in itsfirst origin, only
on a conjecture. Origen (in Euseb. vii. 25), when he brings together
all the opinions respecting the Epistle to the Hebrews, knows noth-

ing of that of Tertullian; Jerome (cat. 5) adduces it as "juxta

Tertullianum," and has therefore regarded it as entirely a subjec-

tive view of this Church Father.

These considerations will suffice to convince us, that the critic

let him, if he will, form an opinion respecting the author of the

Epistle to the Hebrews only on internal grounds is, at all events,

not at liberty to set up any hypothesis which leaves it unaccountable,
hoio the Eastern Church came to the consciousness of having got
this epistle as one sent by Paul.

And now
if, in the second chapter, it was left an open question

whether the Epistle to the Hebrews was written in the year 62 be-

fore or in the year 64 after the death of Paul, the decision already
inclines to the first of these dates. For, let it also be granted, that

the Eastern Church had actually erred in considering the apostle
Paul as the author, even this error would cease to be explicable, if

the Epistle to the Hebrews absolutely came first into the East after

the death of the apostle. Think only of Heb. xiii. 19.

CHAP TEE FIFTH.

CONTINUATION. B) INTEKNAL REASONS.

Let us now look at the epistle itself; let us inquire whether it con-

tains any special intimations respecting the person of its author
;

let us consider its doctrinal import^ its diction and style, that we

may see whether the epistle can be Pauline.

A) PARTICULAR INTIMATIONS.

Against the possibility of the Pauline authorship of the Epistle
to the Hebrews is generally adduced the passage chap. ii. 3, where

the author distinguishes himself from the Apostles, while Paul is

elsewhere wont studiously to lay stress on his apostolical authority

(Gal. i.; 2 Cor. xi. xii.). But unjustly. The author, in that pas-

sage, does not distinguish himself from the apostles as one who is

not an apostle, but, as one who was not an eye-witness he distin-

guishes himself from the eye-witnesses of the life and labours of
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thcat Son of God who "brought the salvation. The author is not ad-

dressing those who cast doubts on his authority, and the question
in the Epistle to the Hebrews is not whether Paul derives his

office as immediately as the twelve from Christ, or whether he has it

from men
;
but the antithesis in that passage is between the word of

the law, which was spoken by angels on Sinai, and the word of the

New Testament salvation, which has been made known "
to us"

first by the Lord himself and then by ear-fitnesses (therefore is

perfectly sure com p. t/3e0awj0//). Paul himself could not have

written otherwise here
;
he too could and must include himself,

along with his readers, among those who had not themselves bc--n

witnesses of the life of Jesus. Accordingly, on the supposition of

the Pauline authorship, the //"*?< explains itself admirably even*

when taken as the 1 plur. coinnt"nic'-ifice which is not -

sary. For j)/mf is said in opposition to the contemporaries of M
and only denotes generally the. ( 'liristians

;
and if the author, in the

course of the period, ver. 3, continues in the 1 plural with which he

had begun, he had in view there certainly, as appears from the con-

text, not so much himself as his readers.
" How can we escape,"

etc., is only a milder form of: "How can ye escape?" and the

1 plur. is not so much communicative as in*!ii>mtn,-ij. This passage,

then, nowi>e presents any hindrance to the supposition of the Pau-

line authorship. Quite as little does the passage chap.xiii.il);

comp. our remarks on that passage.

On the other hand, again, no inference can be drawn that the

Apostle Paul was not the writer, from the circumstance that in

chap. xiii. 23 the author speaks of his "brother Timothy." Paul

certainly gives him the same designation in Col. i. 1. But why
may not another helper of Paul, for example a Luke, a Mark, have

given to Timothy as his fellow-helper the name " brother ?" Only
so much can be inferred from the postscript chap. xiii. 20, seq., that

the author must have been a man who belonged to tl> '///-

l'< inline- circle, and was in Home either in the year G2 or in the

year 04.

B) THE DOCTRINAL IMPORT.

The argument which some have founded on the doctrinal con-

tents of the epistle against the authorship of Paul will not stand

the test. It is maintained that f/i'/-e is no trace of such a// alle-

gorical i"f< i-
1

> rotation of the Old Tcstcmx /// in tin- I'nnlni, epfa
There is already a mistake here, however, in speaking of an alle-

gorical" interpretation. That interpretation is called allegorical in

which a symbolical sense is arln'fwu'i/// sought in a passage which is

to be understood in the simple natural sense. When, in the account

which is given of the feeding of the five thousand men, the twelve
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baskets full of the remaining fragments are explained of the twelve

apostles whom Christ left over, or left behind to the world, as the

twelve bearers of that bread of life which he himself had not yet
distributed this is an allegorical interpretation. Such interpreta-

tions are certainly not found in the Pauline epistles, but as little are

they to be found in the Epistle to the Hebrews. We must distinguish

the objective type from the subjective arbitrary allegorical interpre-

tation. Types must arise from this, that preliminary and imperfect
fulfilments precede the final perfect fulfilment of the promises of

salvation. The deliverance from Egypt was really a, fulfilment of

the promise given in Gen. xv., but it was not yet the true fulfil-

ment
;
the promise that all nations should be blessed in the seed

of Abraham was not yet fulfilled. The kingdom of David was

really a higher and more perfect step in the possession of Canaan

than the conquests of Joshua, but still not yet the last. Here,

then, the preliminary fulfilment is really in itself, and objectively,

a type of the perfect, just because both refer to one promise, and

correspond to one promise. Thus, the intercourse between God

revealing his presence in the Holiest of all, and the people repre-

sented by the Levitical priests and sacrifices, was really a type of

the perfect reconciliation of God with the New Testament Israel,

that divine community into which all nations of the earth were to

be received, in order to be blessed in it
;
but the one was a type of

the other, just because, in the former, there was only an imperfect

fulfilment of what was perfectly fulfilled in the latter. The sup-

posed
u
allegorical interpretation" of the Old Testament in the

Epistle to the Hebrews, or, more correctly, the typology in this

Epistle, consists simply in the author's showing, that the types were

only types, i. e.
}
in other words, that no prophecy found a perfect

fulfilment in the old covenant, that all fulfilments rather pointed

always again to a further future. It was, for example, no arbitrary

allegorizing, but pure objective truth to say, that the state of sep-
aration between God and the people under the old covenant, the

existence of two compartments in the tabernacle, a Holy of Holies

and a first tabernacle (np^rt] aKfjvrj,') the necessity of ever-repeated

sacrifices, pointed to a relation of man to God which was not yet
established. This typology, however, we find also in Paul's wait-

ings. When Paul, Gal. iv., sees in the two wives of Abraham and

their sons of whom the one was by nature the elder, and yet was

rejected, while the other, as the possessor of the promise of grace,

was the heir a typical foreshadowing of the relation between the

natural posterity of Abraham, the legal, righteous, natural Israel, and

the New Testament Israel holding fast the promise, this is just such

a typology as we find in the Epistle to the Hebrews, nay, a bolder

instance of it. But the fact that such typologies occur seldom,
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and by the by, in Paul's writings, while in the Epistle to the He-
brews they form the substance of the work, is naturally accounted

for by the aim and object of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which is,

to consider the Old Testament institutions with the intent to dis-

cover whether, and in how far, they point forwards to something
more perfect. But a difference which can be explained by consid-

ering the object of a work, ought not logically to be made a ground
from which to infer a different author.

Xor is it otherwise with reference to a second consideration, viz.,

that the doctrine of the resurrection, which plays so important a

part in Paul'* writ ings, is not treated of in the Epistle to the He-
>08. It was necessary that Paul should develop this doctrine in

detail when writing to the Corinthians, because they disputed it
;

in like manner to the Thessalonians, because they had false appre-
hensions of it. But in what part of the Epistle to the Galatians,
for example, has Paul even made mention of the resurrection ? The

objection would only have any force if, in the Epistle to the He-

brews, there was some indication of the non-existence of the resur-

rection being presupposed. But, indeed, the antithesis between the

humiliation and exaltation of Christ, the suffering and glorification

of believers, forms rather the ground tone upon which the whole

symphony of ideas in the Epistle to the Hebrews is built ! Comp.
Heb. i. 3, ii. 5-9, and 10-15, x. 19, seq., xi. 5, xii. 1-3, and 18-24,
and 26-29, xiii. 14.

A third objection is founded on the circumstance of the Pauline

doctrine, that the Gentiles also are called to the gospel, not being
found in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Very naturally ! This ques-
tion had been settled in the year 51 in Jerusalem (Acts xv.) ;

and

in the year 5o, in opposition to the Galatian false teachers. From
the fact that this question is not again touched in the Epistle to the

Hebrews, the only reasonable inference that can be drawn is, that

the readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews did not doubt the law-

fulness of the baptism of uncircumcised persons ; only the emanci-

pation of native Israelites of the circumcised, the Jewish Chris-

tians from the ritual of the temple, was not yet clear to them.

But that the author, on his part, must have been convinced of the

ri^ht of the uncircumcised to be received into the Church, follows,

as the most necessary consequence, from the whole doctrinal posi-
tion of this epistle ! If even the Jewish Christians are to go out

from the 7rape/u,3oP,// (xiii. 13), how much less could he expect the

'file Christians to enter into this Tape/i/M.?/ ? But why does he,

in chap. ii. 1(5, place the " seed of Abraham" in opposition to the

angels, and not humanity as a whole ? Just because the " seed of

Abraham" forms here the antithesis to the angels, and not to the

Gentile, it follows, that this expression (which is therefore used
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there in reality not in the empirico-historical sense, but with evi-

dent reference to Gen. xxii. 18, consequently, in the prophetico-
ideal sense) must embrace the entire Messianic Church, the spiritual
seed of Abraham,* and is used tfierefore quite in the Pauline sense

(Rom. iv. 16).

A fourth objection, that the opposition between works and faith is

not developed, has more apparent reason. But neither, for example,
is this opposition developed, nay it is not even touched, in the

Epistle to the Thessalonians. Tholuck, indeed, thinks that we
were entitled to expect that antithesis precisely in the Epistle to

the Hebrews, as the error of the Hebrews consisted in an unintelli-

gent cleaving to the works of the law. But this may be very much
doubted. The Levitical ritual acts might certainly be designated
as ivorks of tfie law ; but this could be done properly only in so far

as any one considered these to be meritorious services on his part.

This the Galatian false teachers did. They were proud of their ex-

traordinary perfect fulfilment of the ritual and ceremonial ordinan-

ces, and thought that they could thereby acquire righteousness be

fore God, and deserve heaven. The readers to whom this epistle

was addressed appear in a quite different position. Their malady
was not pride and self-righteousness, but fear and scruples of con-

science. They thought not that they did and deserved something

great when they kept the law, but they believed that they needed

the Old Testament means of atonement in order to be free from

guilt. They were not work-righteous, on the contrary they were

earnestly desiring atonement (nowhere does the author find it neces-

sary to prove to them that an atonement is necessary), but they
could not yet believe that the one sacrifice of Christ was sufficient.

Thus, in their case, the opposition could not be that between works

of law and faith, but only that between the shadow of the law and

the fulfilment. In dealing with such readers Paul also could cer-

tainly not write otherwise than is written in the Epistle to the

Hebrews. For no one will fail to perceive, that the difference be-

tween the doctrinal system of the Epistle to the Hebrews and that

of the Epistle to the Romans is only a formal one. The Epistle to

the Hebrews represents precisely the same thing in its objective-

historical aspect as is treated in the Epistle to the Romans in its

subjective-psychological aspect. Moreover, the latter is not altogether

wanting even in the Epistle to the Hebrews. We refer to chap. iv.

" the word which did not mingle itself with faith in those who

* Those are certainly wrong, who think that the idea of a spiritual seed of Abraham

is there expressed explicits ; but it would, in like manner, be wrong to understand the

word in the empirical sense (=people of the Jews). The idea is evidently this : God

has not given such promises as Gen. xiL, xv., xxii., etc., to the angels, but to the seed

of Abraham, therefore to men.

VOL. VI. 39
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heard it," and the "
living word with which we have to do" (ver.

2 and ver. 12, 13). Further, comp. our concluding remark at

Heb. x. 15-18, and our introductory remark to the section Ileb. xii.

18-29.

The last objection rests on this, that Paul always represents
Christ only as the sacrifice, not as i\\Q priest, while it is precisely the

reverse in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Hut here also there is no

material difference. For if Paul in Eph. v. 2 teaches that Christ

gave himself an offering and sacrifice (in like manner Gal. ii. 20), and

if the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of a priest who offerl himself

(vii. 27, etc.), then Paul certainly considers Christ not merely as

the offered but also as the offerer, and the I-lpistle to the Hebrews

considers him not merely as the offerer but also as the offered. One

might really suppose that the two proportions: Christus sacerdos

innnolavit se ijisn/n, and: Host! mi- immolavit, Christus sese ipse,

come pretty much to the same tiling! There remains, then-tore, ut

most only the question why Paul does not elsewhere als

Christ as the true "
priest," why he has not applied the word lepevg

to him, if (as Tholuck says)
" he had become conscious of the idea

of the Messiah's priesthood in the lofty form in which it appears in

our epistle." But whether or not Paul might use the word i>i>n'c,

he at all events opened up the view and the representation of a

priesthood of Christ when in Eph. v. 2; Gal. ii. 20, he wrote: Christ

offered himself as a sacrifice. Here certainly he did not think of

Christ as a lay person, who offered himself to another priest instead

of an animal! And in Rom. viii. 34 he ascribes also the priestly

work of inttf'cesxion to Christ. But that ///-; n-ord if-pn-g is used .pre-

cisely in the Epistle to the Hebrews finds its natural explanation in

this, that the point from which the author of the Epistle to the

Hebrews started in his argumentation was the priestly institution,

and he proved that tJtis institution of the Old Testament also is ful-

filled in Christ. In Eph. v. and Gal. ii.,
on the contrary, he starts

from the work of Christ, and touches only slightly and casually on

the analogy between it and the Old Testament sacrificial ritual

just as much so as, for example in 1 Cor. v. 7, he touches on the

analogy between Christ and the Old Testament passover lamb.

There is, therefore, -in ilif <lo<-tr!nal system of the Epistle to the

Hebrews no peculiarity which forbids us from ascribing its authorship
to the Apostle Paul.

On the contrary, there are in the Epistle to the Hebrews a multitude

of most peculiarly Pauline ideas. The designation of God as the one

by whom and for whom are all things, is Pauline (with Heb. ii. 10,

seq., comp. Horn. xi. 36; 1 Cor. viii. 6); the idea of the Sun as the

exact image of the Father (with Heb. i. 1, scq., comp. 2 Cor. iv. 4;

Col. i. 15, seq.); the exaltation of Christ above the angels (with
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Heb. ii. 9, comp. Phil. ii. 9, seq.) into heaven (Heb. iv. 14, vii. 26,

and Eph. iv. 10), besides, the remarkable and quite special idea that

God the Father alone is excepted in the subjection of all things to

Christ (Heb. ii. 8, 9; 1 Cor. xv. 27); that the exalted Christ inter-

cedes with the Father for his own (Heb. vii. 25; Rom. viii. 34); that

he has destroyed death and its power (Heb. ii. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 54,

seq.: 2 Tim. i. 10); again the remarkably special combination of ideas,

that Christ, having died once, cannot die again (Heb. ix. 26, seq.,

x. 12; Horn. vi. 9, seq.); farther, that Christ died for every creature

(Heb. ii. 9; Eph. i. 10; Rom. viii. 22); that when he comes again,
he will come not as a Saviour but as a Judge (Heb. ix. 27, seq. ;

Tit. ii. 13; 2 Tim. iv. 1 and 8; Rom. viii. 24, xiii. 11); that, till

then, he rules and reigns at the right hand of God/-{Heb. i. 3, x. 12,

13; 1 Cor. xv. 25). In like manner that the law cannot save, and is

destined to be abrogated (with Heb. iv. 2, vii. 16-19, ix 9-13,
viii. 7, x. 14, xiii. 20, comp. Rom. ii. 29; 2 Cor. iii. 6, seq.; Gal.

iii. 3, iv. 3 and 9). The designation of the law as a shadow (Heb.
viii. 5, x. 1; Col. ii. 17). The putting together of tke tArrtV with

the Triaru; and with the aya^r\ (Heb. vi. 10, seq., x. 22, seq. ; comp.
1 Thess. v. 8; and 1 Cor. xiii. 13). The request to be interceded for

(Heb. xiii. 18, seq.; Phil. i. 25, ii. 24; Philem. 22), and the anti-

thesis between re/leto^- and vrj-uog (Heb. v. 13, 14; 1 Cor. iii. 1,

xiii. 11; Rom. ii. 20; Eph. iv. 14).

Especially remarkable, however, is the agreement of the Epistle

to the Hebrews with Paul in the reference to the second psalm

(Heb. i. 5, seq.; comp. Acts xiii. 33, seq.), and in the inference,

drawn from Abraham's readiness to offer up Isaac, that Abraham
believed in the possibility of a resurrection of Isaac.

This Pauline complexion of the doctrinal system does not, indeed,

necessitate our coming to the conclusion that Paul was the author

of the Epistle, but still leaves room for the possibilty of another

author; this other, however, must at all events be sought for among
the disciples and helpers of the Apostle Paul

;
our epistle must

have emanated from this circle; only thus can the recurrence of

Pauline ideas and combinations of ideas even in the minutest

particulars be accounted for.

C)WORDS AND PHKASES.

Many dogmatical expressions peculiarly Pauline are also found in

our epistle. The doctrine that Christ intercedes for us with the

Father (Heb. vii. 25; Rom. viii. 34), is expressed by the same word

ivrvyxdveiv, that of his having destroyed death by the same verb

narapydv (Heb. ii. 14; 2 Tim. i. 10.) Further, the phrase 6 debg $tiv

(Heb. x. 31), used elsewhere only by Paul, the expression
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na-a mo~iv (Heb. xi. 7), the use of Kav^dodai (Heb. iii. 6; otherwise,
for example, Jam. iv. 16). Further, comp. Heb. ii. 4 with 1 Coi.

xii. 4 Heb. xiii. 20 with Rom. xv. 33, xvi. 20; 2 Cor. xiii. 11; Phil.

iv. 9; 1 Thess. v. 23 Heb. xii. 1 with 1 Tim. vi. 12; 2 Tim. iv. 7.

Finally, the genuine Pauline expression -xepiaoo-rKpo^, Hob. xiii. 19,
and Tt-Tro^a, Heb. xiii. 18.

There are again indeed dogmatical expressions which do not

recur in other Pauline epistles. The frequent use of TKAKIOVV can

scarcely be adduced as belonging to this class, as the word is also

found in Phil. iii. 12; the frequency of its occurrence in tin- Kpistle

to the Hebrews is to be explained from, the object of the writing,

namely, to shew the fulfilment of all the Old Testament types, and

does not therefore point to a different writer. In like manner, the

designation of Christ as the d-xoaroXos Oeov to men
(iii. 1) is explained

from the context, as we have seen in the interpretation of the pas-

sage, and Paul himself would have been able to find no other word

to express the appellative idea of nirr -jjoa without, at the s;unc

time, expressing the Gentile idea "angel." Oil the other baud,
reference may justly be made to the use of i/zoAoyta (iii. 1, iv. 14,

x. 23), iyyi&iv TU> 0ui (Heb. vii. 19) and the allusion to John x. 1

(Heb. xiii. 20). These, however, are still no conclusive proofs against
the Pauline authorship. Particular expressions not occurring else-

where are found in every epistle of Paul, and it must have been a

a strange, and not very accountable solicitude on the part of the

apostle, if, in any epistle, he had set himself to avoid all such ex-

pressions as he had not already used in former epistles.

If, now, we look at the remaining phrases, in a dogmatical point
of view indifferent, we are at once struck with a great dissimilarity

from the Pauline style consisting in this, that far fewer and weaker

Hebraisms occur in the Epistle to the Hebrews than elsewhere in

the Pauline epistles. Hebraisms are, indeed, not altogether want-

ing also in our epistle; but they are found, partly, only in those

passages in which reference is directly made to Old Testament

declarations and expressions* (for example o-7/, vii. 1, peculiar to

the usage of the LXX.; iv ry oarpvi elvcu, vii. 10), or they are phrases

which were entirely naturalised in the speech of the Christians, and

whose foreign origin was no longer felt by any one (yeveoOat Oavd-ov,

I6tlv Odvarov, ov% evpiaKK.ro,
AaAeZv = nsn, pT)fia = prophecy.) Or

finally, but only seldom, there are loose connexions of sentences

which are indeed conceived in Hebrew, but are at the same time also

tolerable for the Grecian ear, and cannot be said to be not Greek, as

for example chap. xii. 9, Kal ^ijaofiev for tva ^u/w.-v. There occur also

the expressions 'Aapwv, Xepou/31/i, 'lepf^w used indeclinably; finally,

* Hebraisms in the citations properly so called from the LXX. (for example, chap.

vL 14) are, of course, not at all takuii into view.
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also, genitives of quality, for which the classical Greek would rather

have used adjectives. All these single instances, however, are very
far from giving to the writing as a whole that Hebrew colouring

which belongs to the Pauline epistles; in it all is thought in Greek,

in the writings of Paul the Semitic connexion of the thoughts is every-

where apparent. Now this can certainly indeed he explained hy the

circumstance, that Paul has, in this composition carefully elaborated

a treatise, and not surrendered himself as elsewhere to the impulse
of his feelings. It would, in fact, be wrong to deny that a man of

the mind of Paul, if he had made it his aim to write good Greek,
such Greek as that of the Epistle to the Hebrews, might have ac-

complished it. But it will be all the more difficult to perceive, why
he should have studied to attain so elaborate a Greek style in writing

precisely to the Hebrews.

D)THE STYLE.

This leads us now to the style as a whole. No small portion of

the peculiarities which are commonly adduced as arguments against

the Pauline authorship may, more correctly considered, be reduced

to this, that the Epistle to the Hebrews is written in a more select

style than the Pauline epistles. To this belongs the use of sonorous

compounds as fiioda-rrodoaia^ 6ptcG)fj.oaia, then such turns as ooov

TOO-OVTOI, Koivweiv with the genitive of the thing (while in Bom. v.

17 ;
1 Tim. v. 22 it is used with the dative), aaoroq as masculine

(while with Paul it is always neuter), farther, he frequent use of

the elegantly connecting adverb odev (for which Paul uses &o, did

TOVTO), Mv-nep (for which Paul uses dye and d/rop), elg TO dinveKKC., did

navrog (for which, except in Rom. xi. 10, Paul always uses the more

homely navrore, while this occurs only once in the Epistle to the

Hebrews, chap. vii. 25). Now, this more select style affords cer-

tainly an indirect argument against the Pauline authorship ; for,

although the circumstance that 'the Epistle to the Hebrews has the

nature of a treatise and was worked out with more scientific com-

posure and care, may in some measure account for the author's hav-

ing paid more attention to the diction than he did in other epistles

properly so called, it still remains unaccountable, as has been already

observed, that Paul should have aimed in so high a degree at an

artistic style when writing precisely to the Jewish Christians in Je-

rusalem^ while he gives himself free scope in writing to the Ephesians,

Corinthians, Romans, etc. That so elegant a structure of period as

we find, for example, in chap. i. 1-3
; chap. x. 19-25

;
xi. 32-38

;

xii. 18-24 that so elegant an arrangement of the words as we find,

for example, in Heb. vii. 4 (0ewpe2re dt-, -n^iKog ovrof, o> KOI detcdrnv

'A/3pao/i Zdcjitev iic TOJV aKpoOiviuv, 6 -narpidp^cj was not natural to the
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apostle Paul, is but too apparent from the Pauline epistles ! In

such passages he must ftot merely have written more composedly
and carefully, hut must have made the style precisely the subject ol

artistic study, and that he should have done so is in the least degree
credible in the case of a missive intended for the Jewish Christians

in Palestine. ,

In addition to this, there are certain expressions of a more trifling

kind, which are all the more important precisely breause they can-

not be reduced under the general head of style, but have their origin,

doubtless, in unconscious habit. The author of the Epistle to the

Hebrews uses in comparisons napd with the accusative (four times),

which never occurs in Paul's writings ;
he uses the word iiuKpoOvpia

(vi. 12 and 15) to designate an idea for which Paul always employs
the proper favourite expression VTTO//OW/ ; he uses KaOf&iv intransi-

tively, which Paul, with the exception of the single passage 2 Thess.

ii. 4, always applies transitively in the sense of "
set ;" he says

in seven passages 'Iqaovg (especially, remarkable in chap. xiii. 20),

and 'Irjaovg Xpt<rrof only in two passages (xiii. 8 and 21), while Paul

never says 'Irjoovg alone, but (according to Stuart's enumeration)

'lyoovg XptCTTo? 68 times, and Xpmrof 198 times, and & Kvpior 147

times
; finally, he cites Old Testament passages with the words

nvevfia Ary, or, merely Aey, while Paul usually introduces citations

by yeypaiTTai (only in 1 Tim. iv. 1, and Gal. in. 16 by nrev/ta Xeyei).

The Rabbinical controversial formulas, too, so common in Paul's

writings (for example, when an objection is introduced with the

words aAA.' tpel rig) m
o.re entirely wanting in the Epistle to the He-

brews.

That the Epistle to the Hebrews always strictly follows the

Sept. in the citations, while Paul often cites freely, is a circumstance

to which, considered in itself, no weight can be attached. To ac-

count for this it has only to be remembered, that the author of this

epistle wrote with the Sept. in 7m hand, and with the intention that

his treatise should be formally studied by his readers and compared
with the Sept. It is a circumstance of more importance that the

citations of our epistle follow the recension which is contained in the

cod. Alex., while those of Paul, when he follows the Sept., for the

most part agree with the cod. Vatic. (Block, p. 369, seq.).

But what seems more significant than all this is the manner in

which (Jie thoughts themselves are a //</////''/ and the proofs ti'l<lwL The
method of passing, immediately at the conclusion of a section, to

the theme of a new section, and in this way intimating that theme,
is nowhere to be found in Paul's writings. (With the transitions

Heb. i. 4
;

ii. 5 ; iii. 2
;

iv. 1 and 14
;

v. 10, etc., comp. the abrupt
transitions Rom. iii. 1

;
v. 1

;
vi. 1

;
vii. 1

;
viii. 1 and 12

;
ix. 1

;

xii. 1
;
1 Cor. v. 1

;
vi. 1

;
vii. 1

;
viii. 1

;
ix. 1

;
xii. 1

;
xv. 1, etc.)
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Paul generally adduces his proofs immediately, by appealing to the

inner experience (for example Kom. vii.), or when he actually de-

duces propositions from propositions, he simply makes one proposi-
tion follow another with a "

because," and carries forward the chain

of ideas without logical arrangement, now looking backwards now
forwards (comp. for example, Rom. i. 19, 20

;
ii. 14-16

; iii. 4-8),
and often interrupts himself by accessory ideas (for example, Rom.
v. 13-17). In the Epistle to the Hebrews we find everywhere a

strictly syllogistical arrangement of the members composing the

proof, and that generally in such a form as that the conclusion is

forthwith inferred from one of the two premises, while the other

connecting premiss is brought in afterwards (comp. our remarks on
Heb. xii. 10).

All these considerations are so forcible and conclusive that we
can say nothing else than this : While the spirit and doctrine of the

epistle is Pauline, we yet cannot suppose that this diction should have

comefrom the hand of the Apostle.

CHAPTER SIXTH.

CONCLUSION. THE PAETICULAK HYPOTHESES.

After having without prejudice ascertained the particular phe-
nomena external and internal, which fall to be considered in the

question respecting the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and

after having carefully examined every one of them, it will now be

an easy matter to test the different opinions wrhich have been put
forth concerning the person of its author. We may divide' these

opinions into three classes. First, that of those who hold the apostle

Paul to be the immediate and proper author of the epistle (as

Gelpke, Hug, Klee, Paulus, Stein) ;
a second class embraces the

views of those who exclude the Apostle Paul from all share in the

production of the Epistle to the Hebrews
;
a third class is formed

by the conjectures of those who, as already Origen, hold that the

epistle was written in the name of and by commission from the

Apostle Paul, under his authority, nay, under his special influence,

but not written with his own hand nor verbally dictated by him.

The view which belongs to theirs/ class has commonly been too

roughly handled, and set aside as insipid. That no argument against

it can be drawn from the external testimonies, we have already seen

at the end of the fourth chapter of this inquiry, and have come to

the conclusion, that precisely in the supposition of a Pauline au-

thorship does the positive tradition of the East, in like manner as the
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negative tradition of the West, find its explanation. The inference

also which is wont to be drawn from Heh. ii. 3 against the Pauline

authorship, has already, chap. v. at the beginning) appeared to us

to be of no weight. One argument only remains in full force against
that view viz. the peculiarities of style. Only by a forced process

may these peculiarities be broken down, and in this state, one by

one, weakened of their effect
;
in fact, it cannot be proved with

mathematical certainty that it was absolutely impossible for the

Apostle Paul to throw himself for once, into a different kind of style ;

but no positive reason can be discovered, by which the Apostle Paul

should have been induced to write in a style so different from that

to which he was accustomed, and a sound critical mind will be ever

and again forced into the conviction, that in the Epistle to the He-

brews another hand than that of Paul held the pen.
The case stands no better with the second class of hypotheses,

how great soever the number of those whose views are to be ranked

under it. Already must reasonable doubts be awakened by the sin-

gle circumstance, that criticism has arrived at no judgment in any
mea-iiie eertain as to who the author can have been, if it was not

Paul. Criticism has split itself into many hypotheses on this point,

against everyone of which there are substantial doubts. The most

untenable of these is the conjecture which makes Clement of Rome
the author

;
it remains untenable even when separated from the

auxiliary conjecture with whieh it appears in ancient times to have

been connected (in Euseb. iii. 38), namely that Clement only trans-

lated the epistle from an Aramaic original (it is so separated by
Eu<ebius and Calvin, who, besides, expresses himself hesitatingly).

This conjecture as whole evidently rests on the circumstance that

many ideas of the Epistle to the Hebrews recur in the Epistle to

the Corinthians of Clement. But we have already seen (e.hap. iv.)

that the relation between these two epistles does not resemble that

between Paul's Epistle to the Romans and his Epistle to the ( Jala-

tians, or that between the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colos-

eians in other words, that it is not one spirit and one doctrinal

system from which the two epistles, our Epistle to the Hebrews and

the Epistle of Clement, have proceeded with equal originality but

rather that Clement, in particular jpo-ssa^es of his epistle, alludes to

particular passages of the Epistle to the Hebrews, - /A > them, and

thus places himself in a relation of dependence on the Epistle to the

llrbivws, just as he places himself in dependence on the partic-

ular Epistles of Paul. The xpirit of Clement's epistle in so far as

Clement does not give citations but writes independently is alto-

gether different from the spirit of the Epistle to the Hebrews. His

relation to it was evidently the relation in which one stands to the

writing of another.
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In like manner untenable is the opinion that Marie was the

author of the Epistle to the Hebrews
;
not because Mark, as be-

longing to Jerusalem (Acts xii. 12), must have been better ac-

quainted with the temple than our author, from a false exegesis of

chap, ix., is made out to have been, but because Mark did not belong
to the Pauline circle* either in the course of his outer life (comp.
Acts xv. 37-40 ;

1 Pet. v. 13), or in his inner character, because

he did not stand in the near relation to Timothy described in Heb.

xiii. 23, and moreover, as regards his style, deviates still more than

Paul from the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Nor can Aquila be thought of as the author, inasmuch as he was

not living in Italy in the years 62, seq., but in Ephesus (2 Tim. iv.

19), while the Epistle to the Hebrews was written in Italy (comp.
our explanation of xiii. 24).

With greater confidence have J. E. Chr. Schmidt, Twesten, Ull-

man, and recently Thiersch declared Barnabas to have been the

author. But, as we have already seen (chap, iv.), appeal must be

made in support of this hypothesis to anything rather than ancient

ecclesiastical tradition, with the exception of Tertullian. On the

other hand, it is not to be objected to this hypothesis, that such a

supposed want of acquaintance with the temple as is found in the

Epistle to the Hebrews would not be conceivable in the case of a

Levite (Acts iv. 36). Nor can any argument against it be drawn
from the so-called

"
Epistle of Barnabas," which is altogether un-

like the Epistle to the Hebrews, as this epistle, although written by
a man of the name of Barnabas, can hardly have been written by
that Barnabas who is mentioned in the New Testament. With
more reason is reference made against this hypothesis to the circum-

stance, that Barnabas (according to Acts xiv. 12), was inferior even

to Paul in the gift of eloquence, while the author of the Epistle to

the Hebrews far surpassed Paul in skill in the use of language.
To this is to be added, that Barnabas, from the time spoken of in

Acts xiv., completely retires from notice, and disappears from his-

tory. In the Pauline epistles written from Rome mention is no-

where made of him.

Titus also was at that time in Dalmatia (2 Tim. iv. 10). Even
on this account, we are not at liberty to suppose that he can have

been the author, nor has any one in reality suggested him.

On the other hand, Luther, Clericus, Semler, Dindorf, Ziegler,

De Wette, Tholuck, Olshausen, and Bleek have conjectured that

Apollos was the author. He was, indeed, an eloquent man and

mighty in the Scriptures (Acts xviii. 24
; comp. 1 Cor. i. 4), who

from the very first was wont to dispute with the Jews (Acts xviii.

* He was, however, for a while in Florae at the same time with Paul, according to

Col. iv. 10 ;
Philem. 24.
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28). And as exceedingly little is known of him, a number of con-

jectures are possible in regard to him
;
he may have laboured in

Palestine, he may have acquired great influence there
;

lie ///// have

had in view in the expre>sion //<// /'/-'//// TimotJii/, Heb. xiii.
'2'.},

DKivly the general brotherly relation of the Christian to the Chris-

tian
; for, he cannot have stood in a special relation to Timothy be-

l'>re tin- year 64, which is the latest date that can be supposed for

the composition of the Epistle to the Ik-brews; nor can he have

been in Italy at the time of Paul's imprisonment^'M Paul never

mentions him. And there are certainly no inconsiderable difficulties

which stand in the way of this hypothecs, and which can be <>b-

l only by a very unnatural explanation of the pMNge lli-b.

xiii. 24. Besides, it is not very probable that Apollos can have

coincided so thoroughly with the Pauline system of doctrine, t'rm

the intimations which we rind in the Acts of the Apostles and in

the Kpistle to the Corinthians.

With much more reason may it be supposed that Silas or LJce

was the author. The former view h defended, although but

weakly, by Bohme and Mynster, the latter by Grotius. Against

Luke, something has been made of the circumstance that he was a

Gentile Christian (Col. iv. 14, comp. with ver. 10, seq.), while the

Epistle to the Hebrews must of necessity have been written by a

Jewish Christian. This latter is inferred from the fact that the

author in chap. i. 1, speaks of the "
fathers," where it is evidently

the people of Israel that are meant, and that in chap. xi. '2 he calls

the believers of the old covenant ui -/^Jrr^o/. Had he spoken of
" our fathers," then there would be some ground for the inference

;

but it is difficult to see why an author, writing to Jewish Christians,

should not have been able so far to forget himself or his readers as

to say :
" Beforetime God has spoken to the fathers by the pro-

phets." Surely the Gentile Christians, too, had with Jesus the

Messiah, received also the word of prophecy ; surely they too, had'

entered into the right and relation of children among the people of

God ! And that same Luke speaks of the events which happened to

Jesus among the Jewish people as rrept -tiv puyfidruv t v
// fi

7 1>

7Tenk7]po<}>opT)nevuv. Such passages, therefore, as Heb. i. 1
;

xi. 2,

cannot be made to bear against the authorship of Luke. On the

other hand, the circumstance speaks for Luke, that from the year

62 onwards he was with Paul in Italy, and a fellow helper with

Timothy (Philem. 1 and 24); Silas stood in the same relation to

Timothy (comp. 1 Thess. i. 1); true, in the year G2, Silas wa int

in Italy, but he was certainly there with Peier "tr Vm.ii-'/Mi'i" in the

year 64, immediate after the death of Paul (comp. 1 Pet. v. 12).

Now, as the Epistle to the Hebrews must have been written either

in the year G2 or in the year G4 (see above chap, ii.),
in the
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former case Luke might be held to be the author, in the latter case

Silas.

This hypothesis would certainly, so far as we have gone, be the

most tolerable; but there is one reason also for rejecting it, the

same by which this entire second class of hypotheses is overthrown.

The firmness and unanimity of the oriental tradition remains altogether

inexplicable, if it be not supposed that the Epistle to the Hebrews came

to Jerusalem, under the name and the authority of Paul. (See above

chap. iv. at the end). And thus, indeed, there is not wanting the
"
occasion" demanded by Bleek (p. 393) for supposing, that "

pre-

cisely Paul" was, at least, the indirect author of the epistle.

This brings us to the third class of conjectures, which, however,
has received but small accessions since the time of Origen, so that

we are spared the trouble of enumerating various particular hypo-

theses, and instead of this, can immediately pass to a positive con-

struction of the right view.

The data at which we have arrived in chap. iv. v. form the

starting point :

(1.) The tradition of the East is capable of explanation only on

the supposition, that the epdstle was handed to the readers under the

name of Paul.

(2.) That the Western Church was at first unacquainted with

the epistle, is fully accounted for by the circumstance of its having
been designed for the Jewish Christians of Palestine, and the igno-
rance of that Church at a later period, respecting its author, is ex-

plained by the want of an inscription, and the un-Pauline style.

(3). The author stood in a near personal relation to Timothy.

(4). The doctrine is Pauline, the diction un-Pauline.

Let us now call to mind a very remarkable circumstance already
hinted at in the explanation of chap. xiii. 19 and 22, seq., but which

has as yet been entirely unobserved, viz., that chap. xiii. 22-25, can-

not have been written in the name of the person who wrote chap,
i. 1 chap. xiii. 21, nevertheless, that it must have been written by
the same hand. The postscript is not in the name of him in whose

name the epistle is written
;
for the person in whose name ver. 19

is written was, against his will, so situated as to be prevented from

setting out on a journey to the readers. This did not depend on

his own will
;
nor did he by any means hope to be shortly set free,

but he admonished the readers to pray that he might be restored

to them : he therefore took it for granted that he should be still in

confinement when the readers should have received the epistle into

their hands. On the other hand, the person in whose name ver.

22-25 is written is already about to set out on a journey, and it

depends only on the speedier or later coming of Timothy, who had

just been set free, whether he will set out towards the east along
with him or alone.
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And yet, the postscript is written and composed by the same
hand that wrote and composed the epistle. For, in ver. 22, the

author of the postscript apologizes for several harshnesses in his ad-

monitions, and asks the reader to excuse these on account of the

short and compressed character of the writing. The postscript,

therefore, does not proceed from an amanuensis to whom the epistle

had been verbally dictated, but from one to whom the material had
been given while the diction was left to himself.

Who then was the author ? who the composer ? The com-

poser was a friend or fellow-helper of Timothy (xiii. 23), but was

not, precisely at that time, in the same place (xiii. 23), tav ....

tp^T/rat) in which Timothy had, up till about that time, been im-

prisoned. Now, we found (see above, chap, ii.)
in the Epistle to the

Philippians, the clearest traces of an imprisonment of Timothy.
Paul would like to send Timothy into the East, but cannot yet do

so
;
he Jiopes, however, to be able shortly to send him thither.

When Paul wrote the Epistle to the Philippians, in the year 62,

Timothy was accordingly in prison, but with the hope of being soon

released. At that time Luke was not precisely in Home itself ; for

Paul sends no salutations from him to the Philippians, who were

so well known to him. Shortly afterwards, we suppose the Epistle
to the Hebrews to have been finished, certainly a few days after the

departure of Epaphroditus, (Phil. ii. 25). Paul we suppose,
had fully talked over the subject with Luke, perhaps had given
him a scheme or preparatory work in writing ;

he himself was

deprived of the leisure necessary for the composition by the legal

procedure against him, which precisely at that time (Phil. ii.

23) had passed into a new stage. Luke worked out the epistle

for Paul, and as in his name, not however in Rome, where perhaps
he himself might have been involved in the procedure against Paul,
but in another place in Italy, somewhere in the neighbourhood of

Theophilus. When the work was finished, the news reached him
that Timothy had been set free in Borne. He himself purposed to

set out for the East, though not directly to Palestine (for, in xiii.

23, he takes it for granted that the Epistle to the Hebrews would

be in the hands of the readers before he should see them personally);

Timothy, too, in company with whom he wishes and hopes to make
the journey (ver. 23) was (according to Phil. ii. 23) shortly to direct

his course to Lesser Asia. How exactly do the most particular, the

most trifling notices harmonize here !

I think I am even warranted in saying that this hypothesis
leaves nothing unexplained. First of all, it completely explains
the internal phenomena of the epistle. Commissioned by the

apostle Paul to execute the writing, Luke wrote assuredly in the name
of Paul (xiii. 19) only in that part where he added the personal



APPENDIX. 621

concluding requests (which had possibly been given to him in writ-

ing by Paul) ;
nowhere did he affect to speak in the name of Paul,

or to allude to events in the life of Paul
; nowhere, indeed, with the

exception of chap. xiii. 19, does a first person singular occur, while

the omission of an inscription becomes also perfectly intelligible.

On the other hand, it becomes also perfectly intelligible how Luke,

writing in virtue of a commission from Paul, might speak of the

members of the Old Testament covenant simply as " the fathers,"
the "

elders." This hypothesis explains the combination of thor-

oughly Pauline ideas and doctrinal forms of expression with the un-

Pauline diction
;

it explains, also, the circumstance that of all the

New Testament writings, precisely those of Luke have most simi-

larity in point of style with the Epistle to the Hebrews (in so far,

namely, as Luke has not interwoven notices prepared by others into

his Gospel and Acts of the Apostles). How similar in style are the

two introductions, Luke i. 1-4 and Heb. i. 1-3 !

Secondly, the origin of the ecclesiastical tradition becomes in-

telligible on this hypothesis. The bearer of the epistle, who is un-

known to us, delivered it to the readers as an "
epistle which Paul

sends to them," and thereby as a Pauline epistle. Assuredly he

did not fail to communicate to them what was necessary respecting
the peculiar manner in which it had been prepared, to tell them
that the epistle was written by the hand of Luke, and at the same

time not verbally dictated to Luke. Without such a notification

none of the readers could have understood the postscript, especially
ver. 22 and ver. 23. But, in a way which is easily conceivable, the

notification was soon lost.

What the readers found in the epistle was kept and considered,

with reason, as the teaching and the admonitions of the apostle.

And thus the epistle was regarded as one of Paul's
;

it was written

autoritate Pauli, and, in reality also, Paulo autore, wheresoever

the epistle spread, it carried with it the information that Paul was

its author. And how highly important did this epistle, designed at

first only for a very limited circle of readers, become, even in the

course of the next ten years, for the whole of Palestine, Syria,

Egypt, for Asia Minor, too, in short, for all quarters where were

parties of Jewish Christians who had not yet raised themselves to

the Pauline stand-point. This epistle was, indeed, a document

which contained a divine warrant for the complete severance of

Christendom from the maternal bosom of the temporal Israel ! For

'the Western Church, which from the first was entirely under Pauline

influence, the epistle for the same reason did not possess this prac-

tical importance ;
it had long before been rendered superfluous here

by the Epistle to the Romans
;
the state of things as a whole which

occasioned the necessity for an Epistle to the Hebrews in the East,
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had been obviated long before in Italy by the Epistle to the Rom-
ans. What wonder, then, that the Epistle to the Hebrews should

have spread there late and slowly ;
and if it did not spread there

until after the Church of the West had closed its canon tin the be-

ginning of the second century), if it did not spread until the period
when every Church carefully adhered to ancient tradition, it is then

easy to comprehend, how hesitation should have been shown in

opening ajiain the closed door of the canon for the Epistle to the

Hebrews, till then unknown
;

it is perfectly conceivable how this

epistle, which had no inscription, and was un-Pauline in its style,

should not have been acknowledged as Pauline
;
and if, now, there

had actually been preserved, say in Rome, from the time <>!' ( 'lenient

onwards, a notice of the existence of this epistle, but at the same

time also a notice that Paul had not composed it himself does not

the opposition of the Western Church to the Pauline authorship
become doubly intelligible ?

In the third place, the conclusion to which we have come res-

pecting the circle of readers for whom this epistle was intended,

beautifully harmonizes with our hypothesis, that Paul was, at least

indirectly, the author of it. The question indeed has been asked,

why precisely the apostle of the Gentiles should have come to write

to Jewish Christians in Palestine. We know, however, that the

epistle was not written to churches, not even to a church, not to

the Church of Jerusalem, but to a limited circle of in<liri<lual Jew-

ish Christians in Jerusalem, whose conversion had taken place not

very long before. May it not have been such Jewish Christians as

had been converted just about the time when Paul was taken pris-

oner in Jerusalem (Acts xxi. seq.), who perhaps were first awaken-

ed by Paul himself; during those seven days when as yet he went

out and in in freedom (Acts xxi. 27), and were brought to embrace

Christianity by his powerful address (Acts xxii.) ? What a great

and profound crisis arose in those days among the Jews themselves,
is evident from Acts xxiii. 9

;
even in the company of Paul's bit-

terest enemies there were those who sought to frustrate the plot
which was formed to murder him, by betraying it to the nephew of

Paul (Acts xxiii. 16). But, be this as it may, Paul was from that

period so firmly rooted in his love for the Church in Jerusalem

(Acts xxi. 17), and he so identifies his cause with that of this

Church, that this of itself already suffices to explain, how he may
have addressed a treatise to individuals among the Jewish Chris-

tians of Jerusalem. For, let it be granted, also, that these indi-

viduals were not gained over to Christianity precisely through
Paul's personal influence, still Luke remained those two years in

Jerusalem (Acts xxi. 15, seq. ; xxvii. 1, seq. ; comp. Luke i. 3,

and thus the readers were certainly
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well enough acquainted at least with him, so that at his suggestion,
and through him, Paul might address a writing to them. The

notice, too, respecting the former zeal of these readers (Heb. vi. 10
;

x. 32, seq.) thus obtains a sufficient explanation.

Finally, this hypothesis throws light on the passages which refer

to an impending persecution, as well as the reference to the martyr-
dom of the Jiyovfievoi (xiii. 7). The.Epistle to the Philippians had
been written in the year 62, and the Epistle to the Hebrews sent

soon afterwards to the East. Just at that time the apostle James,
son of Alpheus, had been stoned

;
the news of his death would just

have reached Italy when Luke was writing the epistle. Shortly

afterwards, Luke, as well as Timothy, set out on a journey east-

ward, first to Asia Minor, but Luke (Heb. xiii. 23), certainly, also

to Palestine. Luke returned back to Paul earlier than Timothy
(2 Tim. iv. 11), standing faithfully by his spiritual father even to

his death. Timothy also received a pressing charge to return (2 Tim.

iv. 21), and would doubtless comply with it. Paul suffered mar-

tyrdom in the beginning of 64. Among the revelations of the Holy
Spirit, whose instrument he was, and which he had left behind him
as an everlasting legacy, the Epistle to the Hebrews occupies a very

important place. It is the knife which completely severed and de-

livered the new-born church of the New Testament Israel from the

maternal womb of the Old Testament theocracy. And therefore, it

not merely had a significance for the Christian Church at the time

when the Lord visited with judgment the unbelieving seed of Abra-

ham, but it has a permanent significance, as a writing which will be

lighted up anew in flaming characters every time the attempt is

made again to drive back the Church, which has been perfected for-

ever by one sacrifice, within the limits of a Levitical sacrificial ser-

vice and a slavish hierarchy, and again to hide behind a veil the

access to the sacrifice of Christ, which stands freely and directly

open to every individual.

LITEKATUKE.

In the Patristic period we find, in Origen, only fragmentary ex-

planations. The commentary of Theodoret is well known, and
in many respects justly celebrated

;
but Chrysostom, in his 34

homilies, penetrates still deeper into the spirit of the Epistle to the

Hebrews.

In the Reformation period Erasmus has furnished, in his Anno-
tations (1516) and his Paraphrasis (1522), an excellent preparatory
work for the grammatical interpretation of the epistle ; Zuingle,

Calvin, Beza, Piscator, have, each in his own way handled the Epis-
tle to the Hebrews along with the rest of the New Testament
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writings ;
there are special commentaries by Oecolompadius (ex-

plan, ad. Epist ad Ebr. 1734) and Breuz (1751). After that, it

was especially Reformed theologians who applied their exegetical
labours to the Epistle to the Hebrews. Chiefly to be named are

Hyperius (Zurich, 1587), Junius (1590), Drusius, Ludwig de Dieu,
Jac. Capellus the elder, Ludwig Capellus, Cameron (Adnot. in Ep.
ad Hebr. 1628, op. posth.), Heinsius, then Cucceius (Leyden 1659),

together with a whole series of Federalists, in England Hammond
and Whitby, the Arminians Limborch (Rotterd. 1711), Clericus,

Wetstein, and Grotius. Of the Lutheran theologians only Hunnius

(Frankf., 1589), Joh. Gerhard (Jena, 1641), Seb. Schmidt (Strasb.,

1680), Sigm. Jac. Baumgarten (Halle, 1763), and Calov (in the

Bibl. illustr.), are to be noticed in connexion with the Epistle to the

Hebrews.

In the Nationalistic period: Morus (Leipzig, 1776), J. D. Mi-

chaelis (Frankf. and Leipz., 1780), Zacharia (Gott, 1793), Heinrichs

(Gott., 1792), Hezel (Leipz., 1795), Ernesti (Lect. Acadera. ed Din-

dorf, Leipz., 1795).

Belonging to our own century, are Storr (1809), Bohme (Leipz.,

1825), Kuinoel (Leipz., 1831), Klee (Mainz, 1833), Paulus (1833),

Menken (special commentaries and homilies on Heb. ix. x., and

Heb. xi., 1821 and 1831), Tholuck (Hamb., 1836 [3 Ausg, 1850]),

especially, however, the thorough and copious commentary by
Bleek (Berlin, 1828-1840. [Lunemann, Gott., 1855. Delitzsch,

Eslaugen, 1857.]

END OF VOL. VI.
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