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Iirse Virginia Glicoby, a paaqen{;er; wag glichtly injured in an
accident wiich oceurred off Darrelst Isla'lu, Bermuda , British .est Indies,
on Cctoher 23, 1920 about 6:51 pemas 1STe The aircreft, a Fan imerican My
¥ayS Si"cor.-.,ry £1yif boat, y Fodel 5-42-3 (WO 16735}, wes slightly demesed. .
'In c¢oumand of the Illrht was Ceptein 7/, B. Culbertson, who held a comﬂerclsu. o
pilot cetbificate with a Classg 5 "Jdter rating and who hiad accumulsted aboub -
12,000 hours flying time. Iirst GIffider L. C. Lindsey, who wss properiy’
cortificated and apororriately rated, and five other members completed the
erews done of the crew or an of the other nine rassensers was injured,

The aircroft departed Baltimore, laryland at 12:2) pune 237 oma -
regularly scheduled £lizght to Temmuda, vitl: a crew of seven, ten passengers,
nail, e::prass and baggages The airer.ft was loaded witkin its placarded. ‘
limitse The weather was excellant at the time of departure and thruu.g,;_,out
the tripe The flight proteeded without inei dent until about 4:35 Dulle when-]— i
the Captain received a radio messege to the effeét that the pover boat
equipped with a seareh light, whick is normally used to aid aireraft in
night landings, was out of cormmission and that a smsll boat whieh was not
equipped with & gearch light wculd be used instecads The Capbain subssquen tl't'_
stated that, since 1t appearsd thai the fuel tien on bu=ard was insuificiant 7
for a return to Doltimore, he Cmcidad o continue to Be wuda. Shortly after-
wards, he received the routing message relative to lauding cond 1ucm.,, sHow-
ing the lodlzman setting as Zb.OB. The Cartain asked for a confirmetion,
since a message previocusly received had siven the setting as 30e22. The
setting of G0,02 wog confirmeds. The flight arrived over Bermuda at

pproximetely 6:20 peme E3Te To assist the pilet in making night vater
landirgs there, eleven electric lights, pleced di)Ollt 300 feet apart, are- )
arranged in a straight line in the landing area, hesding into and 1.&1‘:;.‘.191 -
with the prevailimg trind directions The 1iznt on the aprroach end is graen,
the next nine, white, wnd the last one red. The landing is made to the right,
varallel with the lightse The Captein circled the landing area duriang his
‘descent, found the line of lichts proverly placed into the wind, and received
-a green flara from the launch, indicatins that the area ‘wes clear of
obstructionse At an altitude of approximately 500 feet, he lined the aircraft
up with the lights for a final approach 4nd startad a descent at a Tate of
800 Teet per minute and 90 knots indicated aiy speed, with Tull flaps. Ten
- 8till well back of the first light snd while it was evident that te plans
“vas well above the suriace of the weber, the Captain noted thst the n@llMl;
registered gbout 10 feet, He slowed the':’a’ae of descent to sbout 100 feet
- ver minute and his air speed to Y5 knots, and orxdsred the landing lights = -
- Lurned on. He then aslked the First Officer the rTeadins of his Kollsman and

wes edvised that it was minug 100 feeb. A glence ot the Crmtaints Foilamsn
o Tevealed an identical reading. Iolding the sane rTote of

-
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: ‘-gpeed’ the ‘Captain continued his lamding procedure and at the seventh light -

the: aireraft contected the water going igcmediately into a water loop to
'the righte The Captain apslied a hard lelt rudder and apnlied full tbro‘t.‘ble .
4o the Noe 4 engine, but he 3id not succsed in stovping the aireraft until '
it bad turned about 180 devxees. The plane was examined and precautions -
. sere taken for caring for the passengers. Upon finding that the damage wasg - .
negllglble, the Ca?tuin turned the zireralt around anl taxied it to the '
regulal" GOG,L.

} Subseouent investigation revealed that the conditions of the water .
'and the wind at the time of this landing were nol unusual, Tollowing the

" landing, the true Kollsman reading vas agcertained to be H0.22. This '

. difference of .20 from the radioed setting of 30,02 is a proximately

' .equivalent to 200'. The error was on the sale {high} side; neverthelegs '

the result was confuslng to the pilot. '
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1, P roneous altimeter setting radiced to the anproashing
airerafte : ‘ ‘

2. Pilot's error in judging altitudes
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