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! NAME: ~' Fl!"f't Middle 

;AU~~s~--~----------------------,-----in~rn.n~!.r~~~ir~~,n,v,~--~--f-------4----~--~--
i Vich-v France D F r I A ( c: I r I .. " 

CltJ Coun.U7 c E N T R I II u >11 II' t l A :if D B y 
~ n ft ~ TEL l I E N C AS f N r._'i 

IBU8INE88 f-~DRESS: St.rHL 

LOCAL A~pRE8s: Blreet CltJ CoUil\f7N" u u l. t Ml: r tf 0 D s E ~- EM p I 0 N 3 B 2B 
~--::------:-----..:..' __________ .,....--_____ __,....,A~Z""=I_:W~R c R I M £ s n c: I" I r ~ H .. -

LEOAL ADD~: Street CttJ _ CoUA&IT D AT E . O 0 1 2 0 OS v " , " 
1 

PASSPORT and lD£NTtTY PAPERS 

1A<l'7 l!n111D"nv Frenl!h 
· Date & Birth Blrthpl&ee :Na&lonalltJ DESCRlPTlON: 

f-------'14~--...,-----------------'-- ·~-; .. . ·!"'' . ! Sea Hellh& -Welsh& Hair EJea · COIOIIII'>Ion 

-, 
~ - -

I small. always wears the bonnet de chasseur; ·~t. -~~~ _set 

_IAD~Il8ea 

Chie:t o:t French Militia; soldier: politician 
Profession 

See 1n:tor.m8t1on cards. 
M18c:eUaneo"' tn.formaUon: 
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DARNAND Joseph 

Ne Nl JS.:97, ri'une mode::tt.f! fr.·mill~ dp !tnUChP. PA.YEf!Tlnf. t1 f:·H r : c:~ rt.mir ~ t:ll C.ol i~p' 
rlr- Prll r-v. 
frangals. Environ 45 ana. Holllllle dtattaires. Cagllu!'!,~. 

1914-18 - Otticier dans un corps tl'llltc. Beaux etate dB service 
19.39-40 -

1941 
1942 

A 1118 quelque temps a se rallier a la collaborati·Jh 
- Chef de la section de Nice de la Legion (secti0n tres fasclst~) 
- c~r du Service d•Ordre Legionn8ire (ellt'3 d~ h ~gton - irntt•ttl•'Jh dP.S 

cha~ses noires de Mussollni) qui dolt ali~nter la ~gion Trlcolore. 
Charge de la liaison entre l'anclenne Legion anti-Bolchev1k e~ la 
Legion Tricolore. ' 

June'41) 
Three timee in fnudulent bankruptCJ"J therefore obv1•,Uil pre.r to nazi thf),ri('s. 

...,..-·· 

Bend ot the Rice section ot tM Veterans Legion (the most fasc.lAt an-:1 whole-benrt13dl.y -
anti-de~ocr~tic secti~n). 

N.Y.Herald TI·ibune, Dec.3l/4J :- tlpmed SecJ"E•tvty of St.ote for ~.1UuttHifl fl(':p. or Order 

by Level. This post tekes the plece of the pH-vl'lUf: sec1·et.:n~ ecueu!l::·hip 
of police. Darn end is chief of Lavttl' s mili tifl. 

"France" of April 11,1944 I·eports Darnand • 5 appointed liS Chef of the l)t.;J\ 

) · 
\·.-· ·. 
~ 

Born in Coligny, a village on the borders of the Ain and ~ura depar~ents. 
Started as a cabinet maker's assistant. Enlisted in the Ar~ in 1916. Decorated 
with the military medal and Cross of the Legion of Honor.heceiveo 7 cit&t.i0ns. 
Bet1reen the two wars he directed a tr-ansportation business in Nice and grouped 
around him young nationalists who bad decided to resist & communist dictatorship. 
He was arrested and imprisoned at the S&nte anci then liberated t 'o take his place 
at the front where in September he was in command of the G1·oupe France of the 
29th division. During this war he was cited three times and after brilliant action 
at Forback was made en Officer of the Legion of Honor. 
After the Armistice he set up the SOL and then the Militia. 

(Fr. ER - Jan.J/41., #11) 

The U.P. of June 1J,l9« repor·ts that Darm;nd was eleveted to t. hr :' '"' ~" t. of Secretr::ry 
of Stete in the Vichy Cabinet, Hftel the resigns.tion of idai·ce-1 L~ :' f ! ~ s Secr·etary 
of the Intel'lor. (Times, June 1.4,1941.) 

DECLASSIFIED Authority 
NND 39210 

7 
• ;-d:->L .· 4 L.. 



~ - ·- ,,;,- sa . . -·-; -::= 

· . ilAm~, 1oseph Pags 1 

Creator and leader ot the new otticlaJ. llite Guard 1n the 
Service d'Ordre Legionnaire wbich bas just received autonomy · 
under a decree signed by Narsball Petain. The SOL consists ot 
tanatical supp:>rtera or the •National Revolution' organized by 
the Marshal but now directed by levaJ.. These man are handpicked 
and expected to tbllow their leader blindly. Demand has announced 
that hie organ1zat1on1p:>ssesaes a list abowillg that 100 Jnembers 
or the SOL have been shot in Morocco' si.nce the Americana .forces 
landed. 

Chiet ot the 'Service d'Ordre' (SO) 1n· lbroceo. Former chiet ot 
the Legion or the Alpes Mar1tilll8s; so established by Pucheu in 
July 1941 as the French legion had become menace to him. 

. . -·-··----

7-16 
1/8/43 
NY Tlnv!s, p 7 

l/9/43 

B-531 
7-16 
A.frica-M:>rocco 

Chief of Pucheu'a Service d'Ordre within the legion. formerly . B-531 
chief of the legion ot theAlpes Uaritimee. 7-16 

Interview with Gerhard Meyer, lE.rch 2-3, 1942. ,-.,. · , .. .... .., . : 

Bad outstanding war record., both in past and present vr.u-. (Chef' du ~.~ .': .. 
Corps Franc) is however known to have belonged to Caar. Used 
his trucking firm to smuggle arms i'rom Italy (Biretta Setni-automatics) 
Like many very patriotic peop e 1n Csar 1n 1936 for anti-10llltllunist 
reasons, he uey not have followed Csar boss DEI.O~IE (qv) in his net'l pro-

. .. r:azi ventures. Subject should be handled with ~· Damned good fighter (over) 

it he could be with us. .Probably WOUl.dn't fall :tor De ~ulle. Gerry, oral 
ll/4/43 
~-----

Bas becom& active \lllder Petain regiiDe. Outstanding representative of the 
Dept. o~ Alpes Maritimes. PJ-esen.tlY not in Nice because ·;;f· being 

·t a kind o1 Hinml.er "for Laval, as chief of Laval' a Special 3lite Guard. 
l.All.l.O 
6/24/43 

------ ---- rm.b 

· Nota Combat ( qv) published an Bl'ticle by subject on the French 
1 
Militia. 

----------- gan 

Subject the leader of a new Nazi-like party in France, the MU!6B8 
~ATSE (qv). See card on organ1~t1on for deteils. 

---------- ab 

Paris Home Service, Oct. 8, broadcast following in:fortnation on 
~bject: Joaeph Da.rnand, Secretary c;e~neral of the French Mitlitia 
with fourteen off~cera belon&~. to the ~i .. tll8.~ -~~s 0~ the 
Militia has · enlisted in the French ronnation of the armed u. At 

-----------
BGE-308 
DSM 
5/20/43 

------------
BER:16108/43 
8/2:1/4;3 

------------
FBlS of FCC 
0 
10/9/43 

-~~ ~~:rrow (Oct 9.} Darnand. will make a declaration to French ::~·iu·Uonarie 8 
. r ·~obi:\"wUl be broad,cast by ·&tdiO l?e.r1s. . 

.. ~~.=--------- vbs.. . --·-~ ____ - -··-·------~-- -------------···----. -- .... .. ---....,. 
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Josep};l DARNAND Page 2 

' Prom:lted to be. General Sec etary in charge of' fiublic Order 
by Laval. Will have at his disposal both the National 
Iblice and the Militia. 

------------ vbs 

Brazzaville Broadcast 
61115-1~3H3E 
12/31/43 

Lived at the llotel CARLTON (qv) in Vichy. Is liiB.l1 responsible R402000 
tor sending F.rench troops to North Africa to fight the F-0 
Allies. ONI 

------------vba 
'lb.e reshuffling ot the French cabinet presumably took 
place two or three days ago, but will remain secret tor 
some time. Darnand, chiet ot Mnt tia is to become 
Seeretaire General of the lblice. 

------- --·· jaw 

7/6/43 

A-19716 
B-1 
France 
12/28/43 

nte nomination of subject to th e poets of Secretaire General A20Y6 
ot the Ministry of the Interior and Chief lit R>lice was a · Reliable zolish 
s~tse to French lblitical circles which expected F&tain to london 
take a different oourse and appoint a different man. It l/4/44 
1e further expected that subject's DDminatton will ..result 
in serious conS81(Uencee. He coUla p~ay a part In tlle elimination (over) 

ot LAVAL (qv). which matter seems to . be Petain! greatest concern A20446 cont. 
at the present mmsnt. Rtmxlrs circulate that Petain's initiatin in this matter 
~ f!P e'V!n fUrther and can lead to subject's taking over the l!remiership 1n 
pl.ece ot aval. 
DarDand ia undoubtedlt a man ot the adventurous type. In the a~ he was eommanding 
a shock unit and was even decorated during the campatgD. Be owns a comnercial 
eetabltsbment at Nice and tor some tims was chiet ot the entire black market 
organization 4n the South ot France. In 19-0. he became the hero of a much 
e~nken of a:ttair when he slapped the tace of Col. Vautrin ot the Deudema 
Bureau. '!his incident bad eome connection with t~e Deuxieme'Bureau's actiT1t1ee 
1J1 tavor ·•t the Allies and against the Collaborationists. In eonnection with it, 
the · .AnciemC4mbattants Organization was ordered to suspend: ~te actirttiea. 

--------jaw ------------
Subject 1e descended trom peaaant stock; attended :Belley school and !Vis Soir 
then worked. as e. cabinet maker. 'lr1&4 to enlist in 1917 but was Vichy' 
retused by' the board. lbwever, went to the !'rant 1n 1916. After sevs1"8lll/l/f4 
mnthe e.s a non-eonmissioned officer he earned senral citations. the 
Military Jledal and the Chevalier's Cross of the Leg,_on ot EOnor. .Arter 
the Armistice he taught against the TUrks in Cilecia • 

. . He . stie.rt~d . .-t . transp:>rt bus.tness in :Niee where he . beeam, the_ ceJ1ter of a 
8ft"l'"'&l-ant1-.,mntntst•, He was. arrewted and but in tbe"Sante "• Released 
.111 . 1939~ he obtained conmand of the group franc o:t' the 29th d1v1tlion. Again 
rece,J,~d. ~it.~~i()~s. Although f'ormerl.y a prstoner, becae chis!' of the legion 

·pt COJilba'tt'tellts~ · · . ----- ------jaw 
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.To seph DARNAND . . 

·, . ' "7 ~- ·· ;· :,; l~.,. ·.,' &.ge 3 
Times Herald 

Information same as above 
NY Herald Tribune 
P.M. 
12/31/41 > 

------------ J·aw ~ -------------.. FE " 

Sec. General tor the :Maintenace ot Order. SI File C:!» 
FCC 12/31/43 •. Former Chief ot th Militia. FCC 12.31.43 C. , 
Cab1e ·23~/23G. Is said to be a supporter of Marcel Deat (qv). 
FCC 1/18/43 Ordered 371 arrests ot"anti-nationaUsta: LLI 
FCC 2/5/44 Attacked. FCC ~15/44. In Charge ot tood distribution in France. ::;;;Ji 
roc 2/21/44 Returned :from Instpeotion tour ot Haute Savoie~ (Paris). ~ 
FCC 2/23/44 Im-tioipe.ted 1n roundups ,f terrorists in Lyo;a Is at present ~ 

serving with the National .:Sdloia11st !.btor Corps in Italy. (Berlin) ~ 
FCC 2/24/44 We~t to Villeneuve to attend the trial of 12 Co1Tr.lunist8: siiice execut~ 
FCC 3/10/44 Ordered arrest of seven . bnpo~tant Militia Leaders. ~ 

6~ ---------------~~ 
~ ,. ~,.~cl 

---------- aer 

lbe. GUYON-GESBRUN (qv) is reJDrted to be subject's mistrgss. VX-72:1 !~~~ 
B-3 
DSM 

----------- jaw 

Is now making every effort to obtain mre effective arms for the 
National :Eb~ice from the German authorities, and is msettng 
with some success. 

-------- ja:w 

Subject, with GUIIAUD (qv), DEAT (qv), IDCHAIRE {qv) and de 
TISSOT (qv), wrote "A }nan for the National Rebuilding of 
France" dated Faris, Sept. 1943 1 and tiddressed tohthe German 
Government. This gov't refused to ackrowledge document. 

X:X:-129 
London 
3/4/44 

VX-Q05-403 
4/3/44 

Ik>cumant proposes specific remedies ~or situation of growing dis-
~ity between Collaborationists end ~erman Government, under leadership 
of a new Collaborationist Covermnant which would fulfil the· following 
requirements: Security for occupying authorities, inclusion of all · 
collaborattonist leaders, variety .of ministers so that. each pro-Axis 
Frenchman finds one official reflecting his own shade · of opinions, 
governmental :p.Jlicy to .\Ulite French workers in a manner similar to 
that of .German workers. For specific method of carrying out these 
prop:>sals, see document. 

-------- nd 

Subject is also h-'.lad of the Waffen SS Francais which is directly · 
under the orders of the Wehrmacht and wears the uniform of the ss. 

. -~ . . 

. -----~-- jaw 

Radiotelephone 
#124 
Berne 
.4/18/44 
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Jospeli DARNAND Page 4 

Docum•mt is liist;ry of the MiUces Francaisea. 
Subject is driving force behind this organization, built it 

~7604 

E/F/L 
"tres bonne" 
2/ /44 

up and directed it through the m:>re trying JJDments of ita history 
as the Anciens Combattabte, SO, SOL and finally as Mil ices Franc41ses, with 
close cooperqtion with the ss. Fbwerful political force, naturally; hae a g:teat 
deal of influence with Fetain, etc. 

------------ ml cfo-666.99 
Subject exeroi1e1 full authority- over Militia. which it also subordin- Dqtch Int~tl •. ser~ice .,,, 

a ted to Watt en ss. Thil 11111 t1a opera tee in old .,Free Bone", fornler a.z ~,H>utoh Evaluation, 
Cccupied Zone controlled by- OORIOT'S (qv) inlitia. Total strength 3/~0/44 
of pereonnel ot Achd.niatrat1n 1enioee a.t Vichy 1e ~5,000. 

------------relt 
Accor.t:ling to Heinz SEOENiilmz ( qv) subject ordered the orr- *·*- ·c~{-1573 
est of Jean J.l,i\UCAMB.i!:RGE(qv), J,:ALo\CAHNE(qv), and n~ne ES- ::.i : •1nt 
~ ~OL(qv) who had driven by auto to Vichy from Nice to n~et 10/~0/44 
o Dr.scm:IDT(qv)- Gabriel .TE.:\NNT i':T(qv) was al s o nrrest,~ <1 on. 
orders from subject-r~othing furhher is knovm of th,_dr :!c ti vi tios. 

r.sf ___ .....; 
Subject has rank of ·sturmbannfuhrer In the ~ON& Division (qv) 
Latter di vieion was trainillg in regicn or Ulm, Genmny, January 1945. 

FPX005-206 
S-571 
DGER 
2/6/45 

be 

Report that DA.l1lTAND las been in Milan for 3 treek6 'lfi th 3, 000 men, 
; ~ engaged in comba.ti:ting local maquie. 

FPX7014 
Uarseille 
4/14/45 

--- ( . I ., ' ~ GOMBERT (qv), director of French sabotage school kn9wn PPX/1976, 2/2/45 
as organisation Technique (qv) is a friend of subject's. CSDIC rpt. on 

jl Roger DELILLE & Guy FOUORIER 
---- "~ichy Hili tia Training" 1/11/45 

.F!LJCL ~ DE •. :LS, :;:n.rrlUC, }"\·:. ;_:..; ..:>, .:'rl. ~i.TL,W ~~~d r··~tir. o: in Ja5. Ems s 
21 Sept. 194? with a view to c onsti t ut i!:,::: t .e 0:· ·:_,:J i st.,t ion Tec t ni ~uc ·.•;hich 
_ywuld recrui t~ r. iliciens t o c:··rry out e::- iona ::e :..wd s ·, oot'.l. o ~e on ::Jeh:.".. f of 

· ·na~mand aLd the Ger11ans 

i : SUbject and .?00 members of the militia have been taken prisoner in northern 
I Italy. 

I-

£!.. 6651 
4/16/45 

Press SUrvey 
5/ll/45 

I S b ' · expectea at Fresnes Prison. 
~u JOe< 

... ~ 
Press St.l.rvey , His tlos sier has lle:en prepared. f or trial. 

I 
I 
I I 

I 
: <( 

·' 
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DARN AND 

S~ 20637-406 lf!iBI3R99\'13'R 9RSl.!iiZA "l9!'S 

STATE DEPT 4-6-44 

DARNAND ~;:~~:~~:t.~~:.J~~->~ 
Minister t~ft:> <t-tii· fdi'frit·~n'itic"itb'f 
Vichy Government 

Nos. 388 (X), 594o(X), K-W4., 007-X, 

France 
Order in 

---*8!1· .· . . .. 

O'[OJT() 

s-..rs 

add 
~~~JJ 
~ 
~: 

r" 
~;:a 
~jl~}~ 

~~:~~~~ 

~;f;:~ 
f£,.<.:;;-'i.'' ~ 

(!~~~{<,_) 
r .. _: .. : 
~i:.l~Gj 
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Inrorrr.ation re Dttrnsnr. end the rol,. hf" will probahl:v p: 
tl : ~ tl;:; ,. of v , .. 1nYt;:;1o:-: . 

TJurranto 2/7/1.1. 

__ xx _ _ 6_M _ ____,f BB/02~ i 0- : 

DARNAND 

See XX 636 0-15 7-16 Briere, Emile J ean 
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R-3342 

DARN AND 

I I ~­
~ 

hr !Jato aeee 1-lHZ. _1•1• P'JldCS POLICJ MILITIA 

..;-C)2 -3UJ 

!J .. . : :· .... :. ~~[J 

'~ encloaing articl& by Andr-e L.b•rthe e:ttitlecl l'rJ 
Phase ot the 3tronc-Anl Jlen•. attSl!'t• by Gena.an;y &n< 

Yia.:tl'i tea. par'ticlll.rly Darnand. to oreat.e &n orr;aia• 
Oh&oe for the 2U'C'p0118 ot preYentlD£ reaiatanca aAcl t 
keep lru.ce dawn rorever. 

707 

B-531 

. AFRICA, MOP..OCCO 

DARNMm, JOSEPH 

REFERENCE CJJU> L 

Chief of the 'Service d'Ordre' {S.O.) in Morocco; 
former Chief of the Legion of the Alps M£<.::-i time; s. 
estr.blished by Pucheu in July 1941 as the French u 
had become a menace to him. 
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Station number of document 
JRX-681 

Date of document 

Title of document 
Suppli.mentary Interrogation •"eport 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of 1 p~rtinent information 

of Noel BAILLY 

uld Pouch 

c 

In September 1942, believing that UA.RNAND was the only ~ 
~;~· 

could save France, Subject enrolled in the SOL (Service D'Ordre ~e)· 
~~~~~~ 

whose leader wax DARNAND. After a monthe however, he resigned .. h~;;?: 

as he thought that in spite of his outstanding qualities, 

the qualifications to be a party leader-

IEtlASS HI~O AU UlU,SU 8Y 
CEITRAL IMTHll6EMtE UUtV 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT IOMUII 
NAZI WAR CRIMESDISCLDSUHACf 
DATE 2001 2008 . 
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File No. Source Date of Docunent 

FRENCH DESK WHO'S WH0 1S NO DATE 

S,tbject: 

Joseph .Uarn.and 

P!:Ifll IN.ENT Ilt1' ORM-"d' ION: 

Born 19 March 1897 at Coligny (Aiu) 
Connected with the Cageulards, november 1937 
Member ef CGnsell National . 
Leader of the "African Phalanx" 

Analy s t 

D<lte 

Chief ef the S.O.L~ {Service d 10rdre Legionnaire) af the French Legion of War 
Veterans, from 23 Feb. 42 to its dissolution 30 Jan. 43. 
Sec. Gen. ef the French Milit~ under Laval since 30 Dec. 43 
Member ef the French Committee of the Waffen SS as of 30 ~pril 44. 

THE ABOVE E.."{TRACT WAS TAKEN VER ·-=lA.TIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPTION382B 
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data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filing. 

Station number of document 

Date of document 

Title of document 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

. . 

ARCHIVES CARDS 

NO DATE 

Jo~eph DARNAND 

RIIAR 

Excerpt of p~rtinent information 

~ following cards verethe en)J' information papers available in RI/AR:· 

1. DARNAND, France 1.1 
Cennected with Veterans' Le~on in France. Pro-Nazi. (7/1/42) 

2. DARNJJID, Boston Serieis 388 Aug. 44 
Inciaental Information 

3. DARNAND, Wa:sh-si-Jita.-1 
Incidental In!ermatitn 

THE J.OOVE ~CTS WERE TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE IDCUHFNTS. 
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11 NOTRE ca.\BAT pour la nouvelle France socialiste -dit-il 
represente la synth1!se- des difft!rents journaux de Paris. Guy CROUZET, 
J.:arcel Di!:AT, Andre Chaumet, P. wlSLAH.J, Phillipe JJfu:UX, Joseph OARNAND 
y e.x:posent leurs id6'es sur: la 1.ilice Fran9aise, (iJAiil\lANLJ), sur le 
socialisme, le karxisme, etc ••• 11 tient a la fois des "ccoutes" ( il se 
dit politique, litteraire, satirique) et du J..iois (variete des articles) 
mais sans enavoir 1 ~independence." 
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Sub,jcct: Joseph DARNAND 

BOUHIIMITHODS EXEMPT ION 
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D::~ te 17 Dec 52 

I 
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The following information on Subject, Joseph DARNAND, is taken from 
Gravediggers of France by Andrtf GE!raud PERTINAX, (pseud), Doubleday, Doram 
& Company, Inc., New York, 1944, obtained throggh the CIA library, Branch 
One. 

p. 564, footnote 12. 
i!:T"• .. 

Laval's labor policy, including conscripted labor, accounts for 
brilliant results which mere administrative pr~ssure could not hava produced. 
"The whole system wax screwed up with the appoint .ent of Joseph DARNAND a_.s ~:.-:'_: 
•swretary to the maintenance of order 1 (December 31, 1943). On the one hand the t:;:·<' ~ -~ ·-
Nazi and the reorgani>zed French Gestapo tried hard to~ iexterminate all · ~-_ : . 
defaulters, p~isans, -gaerillas. On the other hand, a fonn of national ~~:; .. ,. 
service was enacted. In March 1944, if reoords stolen fran Vichy can be trusted, ~;::_~; 
3,300,000 Frenchmen were detained in Germany: 1,250,000 prisoners of war, 
1,000

1
000 or more conscripted labor, 300,000 political deportees. Jews, 

· .Alsatians, and inhabitants of the northern departm.=nts made up the balance. 11 

p. 565 

"Laval 1 s government, his own government after all, has been turned 
into a factional government, a gangsters government, supported by the bands of 
DARNAND, Doriot, etc. No word of disavowal on his part has been reported 
by any foreign ambassador. On JJecenber 31, 1943, Joseph DARNAND b'ecame the 
French equiviiant of Himmler, the head of the French Gestapo equipped with the 
same weapons as the German Gest~o. nepressive action under all its forms and the 
food rationing were entrusted to him.- a sini~ter combination o~ duties. Tod~ 
some fifty thousand desparadoes are being embrigaded by DARNAND, and they will 
be called upon, in the forthcoming crisis, to 1"escue what will remain of the 
National Revolution and its personnel. Did Petain even notice it? " 
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Excerpt of pert.inent Wc~·.!J>.d ::: . OSS i!.'val B l, .Source "Z 11 

Date of Origin 28 Vee 44 . 

11 The reshuffling of the French 6abinet presumably took 
placEi two or three days ago but will remain secret for a short ti.Ioo, 
Phillipe HENR.IOT is to become Minister of the Interior; OARNAND, Chief ~ 
the Militia, is to be uecretaire Ceneral of the rolice. OORIT and DEAT 
are to have posts but their ministries are not ~-'et determined •••. 11 ~ 
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S'.tb,iect: Letter-Bern Archambault D:-~te 

I 
f~It ... ' !il£:?1' I I.l' or-:.;: ·L' w ;_~: 

"Collaboration, long moribund, breathed its last in vichy tRis/morning. 
as a policy regulating relations in France between victor and vahquished. 
Coercion has replaced it openly after having dominated the situation covertly 
for many months. Joseph DARNAND, agea 47, well described ax 'an adventurer 
with plenty of gats bat n6 scruples' came forth as the real ruler of France 
under the Germans -a combination -cLHi.mmler and Quisling 

"DARNA.."fL> is above both Laval and Petain as 'Secretary for the Maintenance 
of Order', disposing not only of the police, gendarmary, mobile guard and 
secret service, but also of the militia in the southern zone, and in the 
northern zone, of all private armies formed by such ~tna-collaborationists 
as Marcel Deat, Ja~ques Doriot and ~arcel Bucard • 

• • • 
"By the irony of fate, Laval himself installed the new regime during tha 

week-end. He convened in Vichyaall police intendants and many prefects and 
other executiVeS to whom ne formally introduced DARNANV 'who has my entire 
confidence in the redoublable task he has assumed at a particularly critical 
time~ t Then DARNAND spoke and made it clear that he holds the whip. The 
burden of his address was ·~authority', 'my desires', 'my intentions,J 
He stressed the 'mission of my .l.:.ilit.ia' which is !political, national and 
social.' He did not say, though it is notorious, that the militiamen (are) 
now known as the 1 blackbirds fr001. Vichy ••• 1 

. . . 
"Be t:.hat as it may, france today is prepared for a pitiless J:(lrge. In 

short, it is clear that JARNAND has been chosen to stifle all opposition before 
the United Nations open a second front on the western bastion of Fortress 
Europe ••• 

"The situation remains doorinated by military necessities for which reason 
the German High Coamand may deem it advisable to take coowlete charge in 
France, should the iJARNAND experiment fail to a.bswer its .· reqtlirements." 
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Letter -Bern Archambault 
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11 Not only, begihnning yesterday, are the french to be submitted to 
a reign of intensive ;error under Joseph PARNAND, 0ecretary for the Laintanance 
of Order , but their nerves are to racked by Piiillipe HENRIOT, .::iecretary for 
Information and Propaganda. Both were ap::ointed at the turn of the year unde r 
Gennan pressure. Their object is the same - to prevent aid being given the 
United Nctions in the impending decisive phase of the war. But whereas 
!:>A.Rt~AND favors brute force, HENRICT acts by subtle means. 

11 Private advices make their positions clear. DAH.."-lAND, pagan 
soldier .. of fortu..11e will instil c0rporal fear while HEf'RIOT, the professedly 
Christian orator, wi l l sap morale. Both are usin6 Petain's personality as 
a cloak. 

11 The implication is obvious: part .:.Sans should be 'neutralized .H 
The way thus paved by Vichy's Goebbles, DAR.liJAN:J, Vichy's Hirrc..ler can set to work. 
Certainly he does not lactt mea.'1s. Capitnl am01g them are the summary vourts 
recently set up under a decree signed by Laval •••• 

11 .lletails now available show that they are to be mere instruments 
in DA.itNAND's hands. Not only is he empowered to creat as many as he pleases , 
under his mere signature bu.t he also appoints the judG6S - three in each case­
~~d determines the proceedure to be folio~ed. 'Normal proceedure' explains 
Vichy bluntly, 'would paralyse repression'. All existing laws are suspended 
and the sun~ry cou.rts 'if satisfied of guilt · may forthwith send the accused 
bef~re a firin .s squad. 1 ln brief every life in France today is at JARNAND 1s 
mercy. 11 
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Subject: D:1te 

Fr ance: Gener&l News I 18 Nov. 52 

~.R.:I' INEN"T IiiFCRY.:U' !Ci:i : 

News trom Fr~nce: 
tendon, J&n. 24, 1944{de~ed). The trench ~ational Council of Resistance 

paesed the £ollowing motion at ita meeting en Jan. 3, following Joseph DARNAND•s 
nomination in the Vichy Cabinet: "The nomination of Joaeph ~AND, volunteer 
in the Wafien Cerps, the Frenct_ SS to the office of Sec. Oen for the Maintenance 
of Order, placed under the direct orders of Europes execeutione~(Himmler) destroys 
anr doubts as to the French police being under absolute German ~ontrol ••••• 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKFN VERBATIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 
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Eval. B-2 

••••••••·••·················•··········• 
5. Situation Politque 

Lee nominations de Lemoine a 1 1 in~erieur 1 de DARNAND ala 
Direction des !orces ie Maintien de' l'ordre, et de Parmentier a la direc~ 
de la Police Nationale1 ont fait l'object de commentaires tres defavorabl~ 
de 1a population surtout en ce qui concerne le second, ancien chef de la. • 0~. 
Milice. 4f!E:r7·},~ 

~~~~~'l 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBA TIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 
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This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and su fficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filing. 

Station number of document Bern-OSS-Int-)8(Part ~t folder) 

Date of document 4 Feb. 44 

Title of document Letter-Bern Archambault 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of p~rtlnent information 
Letter dateQ 4 Feb. 44----

OSS Archives 

[_ 

In Savey beyond some minor skirmishes, Jeseph DARNAND1 s "Ferces ef Order" 
and the French resistance movement have net yet c0111e to grips. Reports from -­
~ance describe the present phase as one of "ebservatien"; it may be ene of 
hesitation- on the part ef Vic~ and possiblY even on that of the Germans 
behind Vichy. 
..•••.•..........•..•••. 

It may preve of course that the German purpose is to instigate civil 
war te provide a pretext !or complete militahr administration of trance and 
the removal not enly of Petain and Laval Q\lt of DARNAND himself after he has 
served their eRds. The France weuld. be definitely cut ott from the outsiie 
w.rld an••••••••••••••·••· 

TP.E ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FRtlM THE DOOJMENT. 
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1) ~.ccordit1~ to infor:;:n. tion from French sources 
the no11in: .. t1on of Darnund to tha nosts of Secretary 
General of the i~in:i.stry of the Interior and Chief of 
the ...,olice .-?as a surnrise to the French noli tical 
circles <~hich e;:n9ctecl II.::;rshal ..,etuin to tl:tlte El different 
course and annoint a different nano fu1ongst the names 
Qtwted :·1ere those of Doriot and Deat, and otherr.o It 
is further exnected that D~rnand's nomination :;ill re­
sult in serious consequences. He could nllJ.y a T'lart in 
the elimin~tion of Laval, ~Jhich matter seems to be 
natain's greatest concern at the nresent memento Ru­
r:ors circulate that I:arshal "'ewin's initiative in this 
direction muy go even further than it io generally 
sunnosed and can lead to Darnnnd 4 s taking over the 
nremiershi~ in ~lace of Lavalo ~, 

~~ 
2) Darnand is undoubtedly a ~an of the adventurous ~ 

tyne. In the fl.rmy he -vas commanding a shoe!:: unit and ~;~ 
wt~s even decorated during the cam'l'}aign. He is the ~ll 
org.:,nizer of the Service d 1 Ordre Legionnair~ - "80Lu .. w£<r~~~ 

;~~ ~~m=1~~m~-a~= ~a~0::r~!~;e~ 9~~~i!~~~~t t~; ~~~~;e :i;~Ji~ 
black market organization in the South of France o In ~,.., ·--~ - ~ 
1941 hs bec~r:e a hero of a much .snolwn of affair .;hen ~:,~].~;;.._1 
he slt.7Jned the face c f Colonel · VDutrin of the Second ""''"~l)¥~ 
Bureau. This incident heel some connection ~'lith the Secondm r.· . . :;a~ 
Bureau's activities in favor of the 1llies and ag2inst ~~~~ 
the collaborationists. In connection .Ji th it tho ~J 
:\nciens Combattnnt~' Ore;anization w<:·.:. ordered to susnend ~ 
its activitieso ~ 

S ;:-,: C H -:--: T 

c 



DECLASSIFIED Authority 
NND 39210 

-.... 

OFFICr. OF ~TRAT,GIC SERVICES 
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3) The conditions no·.7 nre vo iling in France ~e !lGPlille 
those of a civil W<:-r. Dni"nand • s ni"edecessor Bou!quet 
has been nacusad i.Jt. having collaborated ·.71th the under­
ground movement. Just b~fore r.hristmas, masG ~rrests 
took r.lnce all over the country. nbout ~5,00~ neo~le 
hnve been kent j.n detention in n1any uninh~tbi ted country 
mansions. Daunhinois is considered to be the most 
imnortant centre of the underground movement. ht 
Grenoble, e. g., the curfe>J begins nt 3 ,. u., .then the 
street traffic is stoDned and all hquse entr&nces are 
closed. The other centres of the underground movement · 
are naute Savoie, naris and the centrnl denartments 
Corre~~.cevennes. It is feared amongst the members 
of the French resistance movement that not France but 
Norway and the Balkans ·/.rill be first invaded by the 
l\llied troons. 
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Subject: Date 
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1. MM. Bichelonne, Guerard, Chasseigne et DARNAND se sont reunis le 2 
Janvier dernier. La discussion a perte sur l'envoi de 18,000 travailleurs 
aux Chantiers Todt de laMediterrP-nee, de l•Atlantique et de la Manche. 
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2. ·DARNAND a precise qu 1il a~surerait 11appiu de la ·police a cette 
eperation. 
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• • • ••• • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Petain, Laval, DARNAND, and Henriot all _ ~ ~ ,.; · · 
· the ·danger o! civil war_, s.emingl.y unconsc~ous ef the fact that such !<>_·, · ~ .~-·-~,-:_-.-:~s 

calculated tG suggest it to a pe•ple in despair. "'.;;'Jj 
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Letter dated 16 Feb. 

16 Feb. 44 

OSS Archives 

Joseph DARN AND who already since the first of the -year wielded a great 
powtn in ranee as supreme hea4 of "all forces for the maintenance of erder" 
has now ~en given virtually unlimited authority as chief o! a new~-create4 
"Eceno~ic police"; this the GermaM have completed their plans wi. thout appearing 
to JRGdi!y tl:!e outward term of the Vichy Government. 

While retainiDg Marshal Petain as nominal chief of state and Pierre 
Laval as nominal chief e! Gevernment, they have now placed a man of their choice 
in the only two key petitions still existing; Under their 8irection, DARNAND 
a eel«ier of fortune, controls not only the persen.al liberty o:! all citizeu 
but their feed alse • 
•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~t remains to be seen whether DARNAND can succeed where all ethers have 
tailed,namely in abolishing the bllck market. ••••••••····~········••••• 
a DARNJ.ND on his part promises to be ruthless even towards his own .forc~s. 
He has been i..napecti~ police :forces in various parts of the ceuntry. In NaJlCy 
he said for instanoe"I &hall always march in l'ront o:! the police I CIIIJl1aild-; 
See to it that there will be no neei for me to turn reund in erder to whip up 
those who may hesitate." 

The hint seems to hoe been taken in Savoy where, afer a peried of hesitation, 
the struggle between police anti patritts is coming to a head. In that region 
D4RNAND proclaims that repression is entirely in ·French hands but the Germans 
alae have their troops looking en •••••••••• 
.•••...•....•....•....• 

Simultaneoual7 mass arrests continue in the tewns, all of which ineidents 
. are calculated to increase tenseness. It, as announced, D.ARNAND' s 8UI'IIlTlarY ceprts 

are preparing . .for action with attendant executions, none can tell hew it will end. 
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11 ••• Des son arrhes su ministere de la police, DARNAND a demandaft~ 
aux allemands: 

o(l) Que l~ affaires de terroristes, refrectaires et 
'Maquisards soient t1.•aitees exclusivement par la Police r 'rancais. 

( 2) Qt:e J.. 1 armament de cet te derniere sDit ameli ore. 

(3) Que l'activite de la kilice soit etendue ala Zone Nord. 

(L .. ) Que 10,000 membres des Chantiers de la Jeune ~> s soient 
incorpes dan.'j les formations de la Police l.''rancaise. 

.. 
Les authorities allemandes ont tout refuse. 
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Joeeph DARil.AND, head of Vichy's forces for the maintenance of order, is 
extending his fie;I.d of operations. From Savoy he sdnt detachments in V'acluse in 
the Rhone Valley. Now he has swept across the southern part of the country to 
attack the resistance movement in Dordogne. A~cording to his propagahda, the 
move is explained by the fact that repression is practically at an end in bothe 
3avoy and Vaclu.se. There is reason to sup!105e , on the · contrary, that 
resistance has b,y no means been stifled there and that in reality its leaders are 

l• keeping DARNt,.N!)Is men on the jump. ·. 
In any case DARN AND has his -hands full. He has been compelled to bring more. · · 

and more cf his militiamen into action. Several hundred more have been brought t ,o: , 
Savoy in the last few days to tackle the "boys in the bush" who proving both . :~:.:·~->·· 
very determined and very elusive. In any case, expecting no quarter the) are giving 
none. And so it is likely to prove tf~.Eoughout France. JAHNAND certainly -cannot 
be sur_p4"ised. Probably he is delighted sin~e scrapping is morbid with hi.m, 
regardless of the opponent. But his troops must be beginning to wonder whither 
they are being led.: •••••• So now DARNAND 1s men mst take the lead since he has 
publically committed them to the creation in F);J..nce .of an "authoritarian 
communi.tyoreg.ime," whatever that may mean, conjoined with a"bold policy of 
collaboration with Gennany. 1' 

Yet even DAHNAND seem.9 to feel qualms. ln 1939 while aerving with 1ihe 
French army during the 11 funny war", ha was hailed aa a hero for his bold 
patrols into no-ma.n's-land, when it waa the Germans who really dreaded him. 
Doubtless, remembering this he has seen fit to deny "slanderous rumors 
regarding dollaboration between forces for the maintenance of order an~ German 
troop's progre,ss preserve their national character". In ot};!.er words .• Fr~nch are 
are killing French and no German desired. ;fuich shOI'IS to what: pitch things have 
come in France - DA.RNAND, placed in power by the Germans, actually trying to 
Jc.iJtk over the traces 1 Competent observers are beginning to wonder whether he will 
not be scrapped soon. In any case there are plenty of aspirants for his job. 
• • • • • They are ready to bring their troops into.. action when DAR.~ AND's men 
come to the conclusion that they have been sufficiently blooded. 
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9 March Lh 

letter-Bern ArcbamhanJ t 

OSS Arohiyes 

The situation bas boiled dewn to this: It has become clear that you caunot 
act ~ainst "beys in the ~b" without acting against 95% of the French population 
llh:ich eidee with ~them- and ~t is a very big propesitien at a time when .feeling 
is rmm~ high. ~- ~,. 

DARNAND' s idea was to strike terror with his rapid overnight eperatiens alid''···,": . 
executions after "trial by~ ceurts of his ewn appeintment." But even!- · }~­
sinister ann~uncements that "execution .follewed the sentence immediately" hav . ~i~~ 
oeased to impress a people reconciled to the fact now that hUlUJl li.fe has ne ~ .. ;;.~> 
value and that only liberation ceunta. ~ ~~ 
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" • • • there is nothing particul3.rly new about the Dar nand campaign against the 
French ~sistance. (It) is merely an intensification of previous efforts to 
round up as many of the dangerous Resistance elements. These efforts ••• start 
out with great violence, and then more or less peter out, defeated ~ the 
magnitude of the task of keeping down 40,000,000 stubbornly resisting people. 
Furthermore, the forces which are employed against the Resistance su~er 
considerable losses and their enthusiasm for the job rapidly wanes. 
11DARNAND 1 s efforts • • • are, howver, somewhat more serious • • • and thou rough 
than previous efforts. Also, the Germans are giving the matter more attention 
in connection with their general program to prepare France for the possibility 
of an Allied invasion •• DARNAND is more ruthles~, more vigorous and an abler 
man than any Frenchman prel>iously assigned to this disgraceful job. • •• with 
the creation of the roillce there is available a band of French thugs, 
ruffians and criminals who to some extent can be counted on for vigorous 
repressive measures •••• this only means that they stay bought. until someone 
comes along who will pay them more than they are now receiving • . . . . 
110ARNAND 1 s activities have also been facilitated to some extent by the 
wholesale change of French prefects, and br putting in key positions Laval­
Darnand men. Previously activities against the R'esilstance wereoften saba­
taged at the top. Now the rei is somewhat less of this. Also new measures of 
control have been taken along the Swiss frontier •••• In certain areas the 
measures taken ••• seem to disturb resistance work ••• and ••• lead to the 
discovery of ceaters of ••• Resistance. • •• While all of these measures 
result in severe losses, the French Resistance cannot be crushed in this way 
or by cy1y o79~r nw.C\PS • . that the Lrennans have at their dJilsposal." 
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11 This time . certainly, famine looms, for there are no expedients 
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to which to resort. Even threats to fanners are half-hearted. though DARN AND r s 
militia is now taking a hand. Little milk, little meat, insufficiebt fats -
but ~nnan requisitions are increasing because the .r·rench are expected to ... 
feed their conscripted workers in the .Heich." 
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11 There were rumors that he ( Petain)- might inteNene with a 
message to the French nation when the allied landing occurs. ~en if there 
had beaen ground for such a belief, it is now removed, both by the 
acceptance by the Marshal of such super-collaborationist:·ministers as 
DARNAND, Henriot and Deat; Gha last of whom lead in Paris a violent campaign 
against Admiral Leahy as well .as by Nednesday 1 s statement in W"ashingtom. 11 
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In order te . offset the peesence o!_ ~ce~ Deat in the Vichy Cabinet-Inciden~~~ 
it is understood that he will attend meetings only when they are held in · ··~ 
Paris, Jeseph DARNAND and Philippe Henriot are few-erishly active. The pm-pose 
ascribed to the Minister for the maintenance of orderand the Mi~ister for Labor 
rnrormatiou is to orove to the Germans that they are as wholehearted "collabor­
ationists" as the new Minister fer ~bor whose advent to office caused much 
flutter in the Vichy Dovecot. 
The question in collaborationist France now is who will rule the reost 
pending militar.y developments. It would be purely academic were it nor !or the 
fact that DARNAND disposes of summary courts and can send many more patriots 
before !iring squads bef'are a landing is made. Otherwise the situatien ie 
simple: P*tain continues .• sit-down strike which remains plat~nic since be is 
berlf't of all authority. Pierre Laval has little more beyond the prerogative 
of signing laws and •ec~ees presented to him with full knowledge that if he 
refused he would be removed. Apart frorn DARNAND, Henriot and Deat the rest of 
the Cabinet is colorless. And these are fighting mercilessly behind the 
scenes. Fer the moment at least it would seem that Henriet and DARNAND have 
joined the panegyric of the latters militia and it exploits against the resistance 
movement. As a matter of fact there is reason to believe that the militia 
has failed utterly and that eperatiens have now been taken in hand by the German8. 
But Henriot is a pastmaster in presenting weak cases in the most glowing colers. 

•······•···•·•··•·•···· 
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Old Pouch 

11 .-. • . Originally it was plahned that the milice would only operate in the 
is 

south, but n"" it/ileing formed also in the north following arrangements 

made by D ARNAND. • •• 

>~ 
~ 
~ 

11In addition to his title as chief of_ the milice, DARNAND is also reported~') 

to be chief of the Waffen-ss .r'ran~is 1 ~~c~ ~s direct_ly under orders of em~,-~ 
. .. . . -

the 'Nehrmacht and they wear tpe uniform of the SS. 
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MEMORANDUM #48 / . 

To: SAINTS (\'iash1ngton a·nd .Londoh) 

From: EFOOl 

Attached is a photograph presumed to be that 
o-r Joseph DARNAND. 'i{e would appreciate a confinnation 
and your opinion. 

2/c 
.Att. 1 
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Bern-QSJ-lnt-38 (P~rt of Folder) 

3 hlay, ·41+ 

1etter - Bern Archambault 

RI/Ar 

"Since the f .;. rst of the yea:r when th;·, Germans not only placed 
DARNAND at the head of the militia with instructions to be merciless, but 
also used their own troops to rmund up 'the beys in the bush', it was 
feared th

3
t this would mean disruption of the resistance movement as an 

organized entity. • •• 
Note for tihe Censor: 'l'his article is destined for the v(lburday .&!Jvening Post. 
It is not a newspaper dispatch • . Nor is it destibed to be printed as coming 
from Jwitzerland.... · . . . 

11 ••• All France thliunbs its nose at aurocracy, oe did until 
Joseph DAHNAND, Vichy's Himmler, took a hand with his summary courts. But 
even he is near admitting failure. rihen the l.ierman 's act, of course, it is ~ 
another matter- peremptory and ruthless. B~t in their case also, opposition 
r;n the material plane has fortified resistance on the spiritual. Yet it is 

all incohate. " 
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11 The partial ret.urlQsof the Vichy 

government to Paris • • • 11 

Old Pouch 

11 ••• The partial return of the Vichy government to Paris, announced as 

being due to the solicitude for bombed-out populations, is only a : ew step in 

tho oubjugation of the Vichy govornmont to the Germans. UARNAND's positio~ 
. rrm! 

has been compromised because of the almost complete failure to recruit ~ 

milice. He is now trying to find other fields b which he ca.'1 pave more ~ 
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Attention£ Kalcolm Daggett 

Arter inquiring of several sources as to the identicy- of 

the attached photograph, I am convinced on good authority 

that this is a picture of Joseph DARNAND. Confirmation 

is forthcoming from Press Assoolation files, where we com-

pared this picture with their onlT one of Joseph DARNAND. 

A.S.H. 
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Laval's adherents are being xhoved into the background. It is believed 
that Lemoine will be sncceeded by DARN AND. The police dhiefs are now 
exclusively miliciens. 

In the larger towns, there are still some remanents of the old groups of 
collaborationists which have been reinforced by adheren~s of J acques 
Doriot, Cagoulards and people who used to 0emg to the Croix de Feu. 
However, their numbers have lessened and their sole plan for 6he future is 
to utilize the confusion to escape with their necKs. 
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••••••••••••••••••• 
Joseph DIRNA.ND has issued an appeal to his 11 Forces for the Maintenance 

of Order" demandim~ their complete loyalty. Reading between the lines, the•e 
forces have bee~ much perturbed by the new situation created by the allied 
landing and many·~e .hesit~, wondering whore their duty lies. 
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In a photographed document(untranslated) 1 subject's 
name appear•: It is very unitelligible as it is poorly written in fine print. 

Here is the crux concerning DARNAND: 

Vichy Le nlinistre ce 1 • Interier Lemoine va the replace incessanunent par 
Joseph DARNAND. 
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Excerpt of ~ertinent information 

" A report just received from France 1 from a very t.e~iable source, indicates 

that the conflict between Laval and DAa~AND is now acute. Following the e 

execution of Henriot, DARNAND and the 0S asked for the removal of the Prefect 

of Police of ~aris, Bussiere. Laval refused, stating that it was up to the 

the milice milice and not to the police to defend Hen~ot, himseli a member of 

the milice. It seems tha~ Laval has refused to increase the powers of DARNAND 

and refused to g~ve up the ministry of the Interior. He continues to name the 

prefects and he systematically refuses all proposals made to him by DARNAND for 

the posts. DARNA.ND answers by causing the Gerglails to reject Laval's appointees. 

This situation helps to u1crease the existing disorder, and Laval has taken 

occasion to complain to Abetz and to place upon the Germans the responsibility 

for the disorder •••• 11 
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The decision haG been made by a ttird of the members of the 

Vichy ijovernment to support Laval 1s determination to stay in Paris. 

Another third, lindluding Brinnon, Jeat, Bannard and .JARNAND want to go 

r- ··· 
~': . 
~: : . . J 

~. :: 

eastward if Paris is evacuated. The remainder, including Bichelonne, who is 

most important since he is Minister for ~ilitary Administration make their 

decision to rest with Laval 1 s de~ermination, out of loyalty to the latter. 

Nevertheless, in the long rw . they will prevail on Laval to go with us. 
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M.I. ~ Interim Interrogation 
~ eport 5 rlov. 52 

PERriNENT HiFORMATIOlf: 

.The Interrogation Report on Henri Jules Noterman • Nicolet NORLY 

PAGE 4. One evening soon af ter Tarditi 1 s arrival the latter cilled on 
Noterman and Clement who were dining together and announced that three 
"Miliciens" were needed the next morning to c3.rcy out certain searches for an 
inspectress of the VichY Milice, Madame Forrest, who had ·apparently arrived 

in Lille with orders signed by DARNAND hi mself to the effect t~at the t:UOee 
men • •.••••••••••••••••••• 

PAGE 6 Noterman heard later that Mme. I<'orest was a th~ef and had stolen 
money and jewellry during her •search' at the houses. The order signed bY 
D~~NAND was a for~ery. 

VI MEMBERS OF HIUCE DARNAND 
-A long list of members followeli; they can be found under the RI/FI number 
~ xx-64o. 
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~E.CU.BllY INFORtt1ATION 

Rl CROSS-REFE~EHCE FORM 

This cross-reference form ' is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files ~nd sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filing. 

Station number of document Old Pouch 

Date of document 16 Sept. 44 
i . 

Title of document _ Emile Jean Briere with aliases (Listed) 

~:·=~~~- :.· ~ 
-------------------€~~:~~;~-: ; 

--~~----------------

t::-~ ;~- -1 .:. 

~~~:..5./~:::· ::. . 

Document to be f~led in 
xx-814 ~'i"='E\ r,:l 
~~~-----------------------~:;':~:·:·. :, ~ 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

_c _________________ l%~~,:1~,::··~~ 

Excerpt of p~rtinent information 

•.•••••••..........•........••..•....•••••.•.••.•...•.•••.•.••.••.•.••.•........ 
Groupe d•Action of the PPF at Nevers 

~~~-~-~~(~~:: 
: ~.i 

\!"~~:.;:0-:L !.f, :~~ 
[W:""i'.'':":,._: ~' 

~:J~~1-~~ 

~;~~~.~ 
••••••••••••••••••••• ·••• The work of the group consisted in finding and arresting ~'::i:.r/o.-, 
defaulters from forced labour as well as workers of prisoners w~o ~d come on 6~il .,t<T 
leave and }}ad not returned to Germany. They had also to take part ~n oper- ~-•(.::~·; 

ations against Resistance Greups in which they were heiped by DARNANDS Special fi~L-~i; 
Police. ~ 
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ABS·rRACT OF DOCUMENT B ~ UTG CROSS F ILF.D CROSS 1' ILED BY 

File No. Source Dat 9 of Docunent Analynt 

XX-1582 Pld Pouch 4 Dec. 44 C- .::::z 

, Subject: Dnte 

Field Interrogation of Achille Mareel 5 Nov. 52 

~ IN.ENT IHFORM.'I.T I01i: 

In Section entilted: Perso~ality List of vfficers and officials of German 
Intelligence Services Known to Subject. 

18. Stpllwerk, ~ttm. _ 
In ITr P', Muenster, under Elle;uighoff(l7). ~irst seen Sep. 

when he had just arrived. Interested only in France, where he was liaison 
etficer bo French organisations engaged in penetrating the Allied IS. 
Provided assistance to D.E. Bernanville(lOl) in forming armed bands of 
"French SS" to fight the FFI, and said to have delivered equiptment for 
DARNAND' s militia. Ltwes in Cologne where he is very well known and is a, 
J11E1lber of the big chocolate firm be:~.ring his name. Very rich. Taciturn. 
Aged c 45; tall and handsome, healthy appearance, books like a normal pleasant 
gentleman. 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 
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~ECURIIY JNfORMATION 

HI : .. : ~r · . 

!h.b ct·osa-ra.fertJnce forr·, .~ ~ ' · ·:: · 
d~~ta on two 0!' ;1oro fil<:.>: ~ i. ; .: · : • · · 

not nvuiL'lble f .:.?:" c:ro~r> :·; ~ :: . · 

Station mt·ubur of do;;uco:,;.: 

Dato o! domu:lont: .., .,) .... : . 

._, l 

DoeumO:nt to be !J.lod ~-n: ., 

Cro:.s~-ro.i'eronco fo.."'!:l to 
be; filed U1: 

" . ' 

.i-:XCorpt. o! r.ert.i.r.o!r!; 5J~;> r o,.: .. (-. L ;:_ 

QUOTED: 

FPX-2000 

10 Jan 45 

Interrogation of 

Abel Paul CL~R~T 

curate, Notre Dame de la 

Old pouch 

[_ 

11 I have never belonged to any political party anlfi have never engaged in 
politics. I have never been sentenced. 1Ly relations ,.,1P'h the DARN AND ar.d AGNELY 
families were concerned with family matters. 

11I knew DA.RNAND in the early yeara of the war 1939-40. He spent his sunvner 
vacations at Valdeblore where I was the parish priest. I only knew h~ through 
newspaper reports at Nice at the time of the 1Cagoule 1

• He asked me to give private 
lessons to his son which I dicl W1til I was mobilized in April 1940. I only saw 
the father of my pupil twice during the early days of the war. After demobiliza­
tion l saw· him fran time to time, but almost always with his wile and son. ;/e 
never discussed politics, but I s0metime heard Mme. VARNAND mention the names of 
some of her husband's political friends. I do not recall having met any of 
them, except one man who had been wounded and had had one leg amputated, a 
M. FOU!NIER, who was a friend of the DARNAND family. 

11 Mne. DARNAND did not seem to thonoughly informed of her hilsband 1 s activity, a 
and even complained occasionally at being left out. '.'/e discussed the son 1 s school 
work, and various generalities which had nothing to do with politics. She seemed 
to have few friends, and neither she or her husband gave me any contacts. 
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11 
I gradually drifted away from the son, who was under the influen ..: e of 

other pri~sts, and 1 retained only formal rel'ltions with the f3J!UiUy. 'l'hese 
relations decreased after the iep'lrt1..1re from Vichy, and from thAt time on 1 
had no contact with the iJAriNANU f3rnily. l.~y arrival in Paris did not change 
this state of affairs. 

" In February 1940 I learned of the death of Lieutenant M',.Nt:LY, whom I 
had heard of through DAiiNANO 's son witho:..tt ever having seen him • .i had knowno 
one of AGN£ .. Y's sons, Claurie durin15 a vacation period with Philippe DAHNAND. 
This contc.ct was the reason for my writing i.:une. AGNELY a letter of condolence 
and for several years she sent both of her sons to me at Valdeblore. 

" I knew no more aoout the political activities of the AnN"~LY family in 
.1-'aris than 1 had known of those of iJARNANu in Nice. I was uncter t.he impression 
that the whole AGNELY family family were disciples of D.li!NAN'J, and that the son 
as well as Mme AGNELY , were members of the ililice. 

II 

11 
I admit having asked illle Gonette LEROY to transmit my personal !1'~ards 

to the AGNELY family and t~ Joseph JARNAND, if she should meet hilll. I sweazr 
that in neither case weret. there politics involved.'' 

THIS Is ~11 r~•;:: ! 1· 'Filfl ~ ; .\T' !: I\I PE !i! i;E NT f "\ - ~ 1 I'- • o 1 V o l . . .. • • , ._ I 
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o:· . 

e.~"":r1;·~~z · ~::~ 

t:r~r;r·:~ . 
~4~;, 
f!-:Jk<'?ItJ 
~? .. ':,~ .:.·;;; 

;~~·;.f 
~;/~'-':; 

_] 
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File No . Source Dat £J of Doc:ment Anal;,-st 

SA-303 Old Jl'ouch 15 Jan. 4.5 'C- --::? 

Subject: Date 

France-Leader of the Resisting Nations: 7 Nov. 52 

P!i'..RriNENT Ili]'ORMAT ION: 

•••••••••••••••••• The chief traitor Laval bad to create a special effice ~' 
on the model ef the Gestapo with the ebject to def:troy the patriotic 0 forcesf5': 
A henchmen called DARN.!ND has been appeinted as Rimmler' a epp9site number ~-: ": · 
France. The Nazis are highly pleased with this nomination and are expecting-:-.· , 
gtod results !rom DARNAND' s work as a hangman !er French patriets. ':'~ 

"DARNAND" is a pillar of French-German Collaboration; This is a reportff.i: _ 
.frcnll Transocean. "His task will consist in securing llaisen between Germ~~' .. 
authorities and French Jl'elice ••••• It is expected that the terrorism which~ · 
sweeping France will be energetical.l..y- crushed." !tk· 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE OOCUHENT. 
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A.~ s ·rRACT OF DOCUMENT P. :-.; ING CROSS F ILF.D GROSS F IL?.J) BY 

Source Date of Docune nt Analyst 

Fl'X-1976 Old !'ouch 2 Feb.45 

D;tte 

Report on Vichy Mill t:!.a Training 7 Nev. 52 

P~INE!TT UtFORM.'I.TION: 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

II. Mill tia Sabetage School( from PW Foucrier) Evat. B-4 

••••••·•••••• At ~ldflecken, Foucrier learned of the existence of a French 
Sabotage Schael located in the school building (gymnasium) at lll Adolph 
Hitler Ring, Ulia/Denau. The director of the school is Gompert, a civilian, 
a close friend e! DARNAND, former head ef the intelligence section("Deuxieme 
Service") of the militia of Vichy. All fermer employees •f this section are 
said to be assembeled here. By Nev. 44, 150-200 students were at this scb~ol. 
Gompert is asserted by Reynald, a farmer French Captain and Chief of the Hili tary · 
Justice Department in Vichy; and Brun, Dominque, a Militia Lieutenant anci ~ 
Militia Administration officer in Vichy. pM-.11:.~ 

i!i~:":JJ 
THE ABO 1E EXTRACT WAS T~ VERBATIM FROM THE OOCUMENT. c;:':: J 
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File No. I Source Date of Docunent Analyot 

FPX-2019 j Old ~ PeuQll 6 Feb. 45 . C. _:J 

SCtbject: Dat e 

Poip1et 1 J ea.n; W~gen SS and Brandenburg Division 7 ~ov. 52 

PERl' INENT IliFORM .. i'l' 101-l': . 

Growth of "Divisten Charlemagne" 

According to Poignet, it was Merlius idea for an independent French Unit 
which eventually led to the establishment of the Division ~harlemagne, under 
the guidance of Paul Cance1 a. right ha."ld m.ari •f DARNAND.. 1-rom March 44, 
to July of t.he sarM year, the original growp Qf· the French Wa.ffen SS which~ 
had been training at Sennheim took special tra.ini.ng in code tc Artillery -~ 
training at NetY~ch±tz ~ neqo Prague. ~ 
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Source Date of Doc-..ment Analyst 

c .. 
Old Pouch 16 Feb. 4$ FPX-.3031 

. . s,_ibject: Date 

Nazi Activities in Switzerland 7 Nov. $2 

::>1i1Ifi'INENT Il~FORM.lTIOU: 

••••.••.................•.•••• 
Sonnerhol is making constant attempts te make use of the Red Cress commun­
i~atien ~stem, in order to get in t0ucb with DARNAND•s people in France. 
Th.e offices of the German Red Cross in Geneva are suppc_sed to have refused 
so far. 
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File No. Source Date of Document Analyst 

FPX 00$-206 Old l"ouch 17 Feb. 4.5 

S1tbject: Date 

Bulletins D1Information de C.E. Nos. 17-21 1 .Nov. 52 

PERI'INEtT1' INFORMATION: 

La Division 11Charl~ne" 

Etat-Major de la Division 

•••••••••••••••••••••• 

D.~AND ----- Sturnbannfuher1 leader politique 
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Rl CROSS-REFERENCE FORM 

This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filing. 

Station number of document 

Date of document 

Title of document 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of ~ertinent information 

FPX-4093 

26 Feb 45 

Interrogation i~eport of Margurite 

r'ernande B.ELLr:T nee REVELIN 

Old Poooh 

At the end of l94l I had known Mlle .r.c;ISE at M.S~._, Ave. de la 

Motte-Picquet, where she was a secretary. ~he left Paris to go to Nice where 

she has a friend M. Lantheaume of tbe Vichy police. 0he livea there, working 

as a dressmaker • .Later she met Mrnme Angely and worked with her organizing th 

the womens section of the milice for the Bouehes-du-Rhone section. Mme. 

Angely was wanted by the .Maquis atl DARNAND had her come to Paris to org·:.n­• 
ize the womens section of the ~ortherm zone. 
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Onto of doCt\f.tont: 
19 Apr 45 

:J f . • · I 
0 

1 

DECLASSIFIED AND RElEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ASENCY 
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LZf WAR CRIMESOISCLOSUREAC T 
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Inte rro5ation of Jacques DUBUC 
'· J 

c.t Fresnes 

Doournant. to be ;:; :lc,:: h: _ Gldrouch 

Grc~~-ref~;n-or.c"' i o~~ t.o 
1:>G Jilod ir.: 

11 0n 21.9.~ FIL.TOL (sic) ,: JENIS, DUBUC, a Ger:nanmajor, 
Feldwebel HANS and L'raulein HARTllJANN (secretary to Lieutenant SCHUB:.::RT) 
held a meeting in Bedems with a view to constituting the organisation 
Technique which would recruit I.;iliciens to carry out espionage and sabota.ge 
on behalf of JAHNAND and the Germans. 

"Shortly afterwards the Organisation Tecr.nique v1as founded at UIJ.! 
and recruiting began there in October 1944. 

11 A Chnistmas tree of the or.sanisation would show JARNAND as head 
of l) the Organisation Technique and 2) the rlenseignments Generaux, both of 
which come under the general direction of J.~:BA!'JS , the Grganis~tion Techniqua 
being then under the control of FILIOT . who reports to aiCKI..~il and iJAHNAND, 
whereas. the l{enseigrurents Generaux is under the control of u3G:VJS who is 
assisted by POINSOT, the letter reporting to J.::;I}.: ?IS . DiGAJ,i.S himself reports 
to (HR.N'.OO or KNIP?ING his Als acian. 

-;;- * -!;-

" ••• DUBUC acted a s chauffeur to J AH1':.4NO when the latt zr went to the 
dhateau at ::Jignaril)gen in connection \",it.h the affairs of the Divi s i.am 
Charlemagne , of \·:hich he we.s the pol itical head • 11 
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File No. Source Date of Docu.::~ent Ar.alyst 

Fn-6753 Old Pouch 9 June 45 

S11bject: Date 

!C 

7N ov. 52 Japanese Espionage in Europe 

PF.Rl' mENT IlaFOHMA·r !Oi:~: 

Note; The £ollowing information was passed to me by LuCien Orsini who 
received it from a certain Serge Nedeleck, an agent who was killed by the 
Gestapo in Haute-Savoire, probab~ in August or September. 

1. Several days before being killed by agents of DARNAND and the Gestapo 
disguised as maquisards. ••••••••••••••••••• 
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!ome-X-2-pts-67 #556 

26 June 45 

Preliminary Interrogation Report 

IU/J.R 

s-:::r~ ..... ; 
14'!:~",; <·, : ·'. 
rs ... '·:'.·•· . 

1•<~#;~:.~ .. .... . 
... -·.! ...... · . 

Excerpt of p.ertinent information : Joseph Aime DARNAND: Subject 
was hanS.ed ever to the ~ch D.S.M. in Milan en 27 June 45. Born 19 March 1897 
at Coligny. Address: 64, ue Octave Feuillet, Paris 16. 
Occupation: Secretary ef ~tate £or the Interior under Vichy government. 
Arrested by 421 FSS on 25 June 45, near Eclolo, Prov. e! Sondri• (Italy). The 
in~rro1ation vas con£ined to establishing DARNAND 1s movements .from leaving 
France t~ the date o£ his capture, with a final paragraph on his intentions had he 
not been capture&................. DA'INAND left France about 25 Aug. 44 and went 
to B:Jr•rt with the rest e! the Vichy Government. Dur~ Sept. 44 he was successively 
at olm~, Millhouse and Strassbourg. In Oct. 44 he went te U1.m with the Vichy Gevt. 
and Militia. ·There he stayed until about 15 Jan. 45 where the Milit~i carried out 
military training wi.th about 3500 men. Ab•ut 15 Jan. 45 DARNAND went to the 

eat er the Vichy Gevt. at Si~ingen where he reaained until the end or March. 
After that date he came to ,Milan, via, Balzano w1 th about &:xJ men of the Premier 
Batallion de Marche de la }ranc Garde. lits reasons £or coming to It~ he gave 
as f'ollews; (a) DARNAND ~s on bad terils with the German Military authorities, 
particularly the SS because they wished to take away from the Militia-it's .French 
character and make it a mere mercenary unit. He thought that he would ~et ~n 
better with the Italians, because most o£ his men carne !'Bo111 the south 1.t Fr<~.nce. 
(b) He did not wish h be caught by the Russians in Germany:DJ.RNAND, •••• •• spent 
about three weeks iru Ml!lan, again training ••••••••••• About 20 April 45, DARIAND 
teok over Tirane and Gros~ote. At Gresio they were attacked by Partisans and •••••• 
DARNAND agreed to surrender if (a) Military, honours were paid to his troops.(b) 
he were allewed to ad~~e se them publicly (c) their transport were left them so 
that they might reach Switzerland. DARNAND 1s troops always behaved themselves well 
while in tirano. From 2~ Apr. 45 to about 15 May 45, DARNAND and his men remained 
in more or less open arrest in Tirano, being well treated ~ the partisans, who 
seem to have had considerable respect £or the batallion. After part of the men 
had been evacuated, DARN!ND and the remainder thought that they would be allowed 
to stay because the partisans 11ad asked the "Allied Authorities" that the French be 
allo~~q tq. stay , b~c~v-ee ~ ~fr.mll could:SEtrflE! the village of Vervie, •••••••• 
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Continued ~~m.:-.rage 1. 
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..-~·· · 141~ .. . . . 

,.,.;· · ·. 

•:;(_.-. ;, . . 

lfC. ·. 

'-: ;;_. ;r· , 

f:L:;·~ .: . 

When, however, about the 15 o! May, DARNAND saw that they t~o, weuld be evacuated 
He left Tirane. For a fortnight he w~a hidden in various houses in the nei~hborh~oa. 
(DARNAND refuses to betray those who shelterei him during this pertod). It ie 
not thought, however, that they were necessarily of Fascist tendenaies since, 
as it was mentioned bef~re that his men were well thought of. DARNAND ~hen 
heard that the British were leeking far him. He returned to Tirano 1 AA4.•then 
leftr•&«ain'e·; witle!?anJ.l'bertoni, priest at M'idonna de Tirane whe had ministered 
to the Milice and had volunteered to hiae him, their commandant at the house of 
his sister Signora Filloni, ; • ~ ....... It is fairly certain that he (the .I<'ather) 
was persuaded on religious, anti-communist and sympathetic grounds te harb~ur 
DARNAND without realising fully whom he vas. DARNAND remained with Signora 
Filloni until arrested in her house by the FSS on the night of ~une 25th, 45. 
DARNAND refused to give any information about memberw of the Militia who may 
still be at libertt in Norhern Italy. He states that, when news ef his capture 
becomes known they will quickly surrender, and that they will not in any case 
be carryi~ on political activity in Italy as they have no interest there. 
He did however reveal that nomey belongs to the Militia is still hidden some­
where in the Tirano region deposited with an individual who is not to ~urrender 
it until he receives a pa~s wori known only tg DARNAND, •••••••••••••• DARNAND declares 
that he will give the pass word to the French authorities in due course but 
refused to say .. re at the moment. When questioned concerning his intentions had he 
not been captured, DARNAND affirmed that he had intended to lie low for a little 
while longer and then make his way back to France, where it would have been 
much eas}er !or him to have remained hidden as still he has very many friends.(sic) 
Once in ranee, he would have attempted to ~egroup friends and exmembers of the 
Militrl to carry on the fight against ~emmunism and agarnst the corrupt f•rm o! 
democracy which, he ~ntains, has always prevailed in ranee. .A.t a la8er date, 
he would then have .decTared his presence to the French authorities and fac~d his trid. 

FUIIM 110. 51-126 
Jtul 1952 

DECLASSIFIED Authority 
NND 39210 

- /SECRET 
.SECURITY INFORMATION 



; 
; 
( 
i 
I 

i 
t 
i 
j . 

~ 

•• 0 .. 

~~~~ StGki( f 
J;ECURITY INFORMATIP~ 

Rl CROSS-REFERENCE FORM 
PAGE 3 

This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are no&J": .. .:-·: 
available for cross-filing. RiW...:: · $ 

Station number of document 

Date of document 

Title of document 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of pertinent information 
Continued from Page 2 of sheet. 

Rgme-I-2-fts-67 #556 

~.· ~· 

"':'.· .· 

Naw that he is ca~ht, he knows that he will be cond.el!ll'led to de=1th. But 
he dealares that the work of regrouping elements of the Militia has alreaiT 
be~, ·····~····••• , and that only a week ago he was able to cemmunicate 
with Cardinal~~d, whC) is willing to launch ai\.,appeal of this nature and 
that he DARNAND ad other supporters in Vatican ircles notablY a certain 
Cariinal(?) Gay, a jesuit abbot Bourdet and his cousin, Cardinal DARNAND. 

DARN.A.ND is eing kept under strong guard in a special questura prison in 
Ber«ano he will ~e taken to Milan tom~row (27 June 45) together with a rrumber 
of speeches and :lettere to important ichy personages which were in his 
possession when 'captured. The latter will be handed over with the prisoner, 
to 427 F .s.s. \ 

FORM 110. 
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ABSTRACT OF DOClJ'?.fE}lT B ~ ING CROSS F ILF.D 

File No . Source Date of Docw!lent 

Fl'X-2040 Old Pouch 2 A.ug. 45 

' s,lbj ect: 

Interrogation gf Henri de Sevin 

?~ INENT UiFORM!:f!Oli: 

In an untranslated Section entitled "Renseignement" 

•••..•••••.••.......•.•......••..••.........••...•• 
( 2) DARNJ.ND 
Chef de la Milice---HB 75 A., pl et 2. 
Serait actuellement dans la regi on de Sigmaringen 
Controle l•oT. 

THE ABOV.. EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE OOCUMENT. 
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This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 

available for cross-filing. 

Station number of document 
London-X-2, Pts. ·4 (Box 1) 

7 Oct. 45 lei 

Capi tain• LeMan lP.:~ ~--~~=-----------~~-ltri.~ 

Date of document 

Title of document 
~D~·~s~·-D~o=e=·-R~y~d=e~r~S~t~·----------------~ 

~ 
-------------------------------------ldd 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of pertinent information 

06S Archives 

••··••·•··········• 
I sheul.d be glad if you would obtain from the French Services concerned a 
copy of DARNAND's interrogation report in order that we may fcrward s~~ ta 

21 A..G. 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VER~ATIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 
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data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
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Excerpt of pertinent information 

3726 

7 Oc.t 45 

leport 

OSS Archives 

A. Please !orvari to this UXX H.Q. an interrogation report of Joseph DARNAND. 

B. DlRNAND should have high-grade information on SilO an d SD in France 
including post-occupational plans; Also on Milics, PPF etcetera units now in 
Germany and at!iliated to SIPO and SD. 

THE ABOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM ffiOM THE OOC~. 
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data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filin~. 

Station number of document 

Date of d~cument 

Title of document 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-reference form to 
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Ex c e r p t o f p.e r t i n en t i n for m a t 1 on 

PIG-26 

27 Feb. 47 

Interrogatiea ~eport of Or!eo Antenio Musi1 
Watfen SS Member 

43-7-33-y?l · 

IV Activity after French Armistice: 
7. In Sept. 1941 Musi enlisted in the "Legion Francaise Combattente" created by 

Marshal Petain. After five months, he was assigned to the S.O.L. (Legionnary Order 
Service), a ramification of the same legion. :.It was mostly young and courageous elements 
who were decided .te act in case of necessity, who preferred to belgng to the S.O.L. 
The founders· of the S.O.L. had been Joseph DARNAND and Marcel ~~rt, one of his 
intimate friends. In the month of June 1943, the Legionniary Order Service was 
incerperated in what was called the French Militia o! DARNAND and headed by same. 

V Activity after July 1944 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
17. Musi was moved from Chirmechc to Ulm Rhere he was incorporated into the 

SS Charl~e~~·~~~ ••• 
· 19. ~ing their trip to Milan, where he should have reported te a command 
·Gf the DARNAND militia with offices in a Hotel er barracks called "Adriatica", ••••••••• 

THE ABOVE EX'IRA.CT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE OOCUMENT. 
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Station number of document 

Date of document 

Title of document 

Document to be filed in 

Cross-referenc~ form to 
be filed in 

Excerpt of ~ert!nent information 

!IQ-JQ 

28 Feb. 47 I 

Interrp,ation Repm=t. tf I.uc1 en Qf'CW1 de 
of Warren ss, SB and DARNAND Militia 

43-7-33-y26 

P~e 3, SUBJECT i 'T'H THE SD 
: ll. Upon leaving uhe hospital, 

went to Inger's e.f!ice where he met a cer tain Ferrari, bern in Cersica, whom 
Int;ar introduced as a former prisoner ef war now at the service ef the SD, •• , , •• ~fi 
I~er instruceet · Cequide a.nd. Ferrari to work tegether. The first thing was to ' · 
enlist in the DARNAND Militia and take J1P contact with a group of Militia- =~~ 
members shortly arrived in Hambur~, in erder to :see what their intentions were 
with re~ard to NaziSlll, 

VI. 8equide in the DARNJJID Militia 
12. Before enlisting in the DARNAND milice, Coquide and Ferrari agreed te 
conceal their alliance in order te be able to carr.y out their duties-better. 
Ooquide, then enlisted and accepted the task conferred to him by the commander 
of .the Militia, Jean Lacaille, former Navy efficer, to accompany two o.f' his men IJ&k 
to spread propaganda in the various camps where there were French citimens....... · 
1/J, Here they were lodging in barracks at Tirane (Sondrio) and from there .,.~ 
patrolled the road~. Several times the Militia had to fight the partisans who 
.came down the mountains te carr,y out acts of sabota~e. ••••••·• In earlY April, 
DARNAmQ.whe commanded the Militia called all his men together in Tirano as a 
partisan attack was expected to be imminent. The partisans were much sperier 
in number and, therefore, after one day of heavy fighting, DARNA.ND and his men 
surrendered to an Allied Colone~ commanding the partisan operation.• 
18. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••They remained in a concen~ration camp in Naples 
for about six months. DARNAND had been turned over to the Securite Militaire 
in Sendrie, 
21( c), "DARN:UW, leader of the milice. When he eurrendered in Tirano to the 
part_isan troeps, he went to the French military mission in Sondr:;.o and after 
that I did not ~ee him again. 12a,ooo,ooo lira which constituted the funis 
of the milice were sequestered in Tirane by a British officer of the IS. I 
was inf'ormed of this aetail in Naples, where a member of the local French ';/ 
military missien mentioned it to me in a somewhat ironical tone, 2l(e) 

/Susanne, not better identified, personal secretary to ~· She to~ 
succeeded in escaping after having been made prisoner l n Tirane by partisans. I 
After ·that I did not hear of her a~ain. C _, p ...::::) 

onL. t__ 
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Date of document 

Title of document 
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Cross-reference fo r m to 
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no-30 

Page t ·o:r x-ref. :torm 
E l c e r p t . o f p.e r t i n en t in form a t i on 

PAGE ~. IX. PERSONALITIES 

)). DARNJ.ND: Leader of the French Militia. 

... -

35. Suewe: DARNAND Secretar)r. Description: age 23; height 1.5&ai . 
tall; peroxide blong; attractive • 

. J4. mffi18: Head ef the DARNAND Militia espfionage and sabotage service. 
· De~cription: age .38; height 1.70111; dark hair. 

Declassifi ed arid Appraved for R ~·~·~~~~~-~~ 
by the Central Intel ligence Agen~y _ ~. '' · 

Date ~\ t .•.i 
NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 
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PIG-262 

8 June 49 

The Milice Francaise.(French Militia) 

43-S-2-38r 

~-!;; 
--¢1~ 

1. F OlNarded herelri th are three photographic copies of a document of the ~)i'Wn 
."Mi.lice Francaise"; It is a document dated "Sigmaringen, 8 March 1945"(i.e. Germany~~ 
and represents the delegation of power b.Y the signer, Joseph D{RN~, to his , 
successor, Francais Bout De L' an. . ••••••••••••••••••• ·;~·::·.The Enclosure ~~ 
tO. PIG-262 shows the photostats of the actual documents. Joseph DARNA.Nl2fa name 
appears en those Photostats; Te see the Enclosure, Check 43-5-5~38y. 

THE A.BOVE EXTRACT WAS TAKEN VERBATIM FROM THE DOCUMENT. 

FOAM •o. 51-126 
JIM 1952 

DECLASSIFIED Authority 
NND39210 

D!CLUSifiED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL INTHLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT 1 DN3BZB 
NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 
DATE 2001 2006 

TH!S IS ALL Tn:: INFC fi;,~ATiOr·! ~E_RT!~lENT 
JO JHE SUGJECT lN :Ti·llS i,;OCU!ttENI. 

/ SECRET 
~ECUR.ll)' JNFORMATION / 

/ 
.1 ' 



~SECRET · . . 
-~ECU~IIY !NFORMHIO ;{ 

Rl CROSS-REFERENCE FORM 

~-C L AS S I F IE 0 All 0 R El E A S E 0 .B y 
CENTRAL lNTflliGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPTJON3BZB 
NAZI WAR CRIMESDISCLOSUREACT 
DATE 2001 2006 

This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filin~. > ,':.:!-: 

Station number of document PIR 10183 ~1t-::' 
---=~:...;-=:;..;:..:;-----------c~- ;;;~"~:.::: 

Date of document __ 1_6_J_ul_5_l ___________ ez~ .. ,;,;~::: 

Title of document Alleged Bank of r'rance Treasure 

- Francesco 1\ERCANDELLI a;.·'~n: "·):; 
-------------~~~ . .x~;,·· . i 
__________________ .. C"£i!-....:~~~t:;~ ~; 

Document to be filed in 
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SUMMARY 

. 43-6-4-2242 

c ...."::l 

Source: C... ~ ival B-3 

In March 1950, the Majot- of the Carabinieri liroup Command of 
Genoa, with the authorization of the UEALER hearquarters, introduced to 
the Rome D~ALE~ Gbi~f a Mr Alessandro SOTTI~ who placed himself at the 
disposal of the SIFAR organs for retracing a treasure which allegedly was 

~~;·_. ·:: . 

~~~;~:.:: ' ~ 

hidden in ltaly by _DARNAND at the end of .iorld .. ar II. SOTTILE stated that th 
the secret of the hiding place is known to one Francesco kERCANDELLI, an 
Italiab civizen detained in the Regina Coeli prison in rtorne on a charge of 
homicide. SOTTILE received the assignment of the recover.y of the treasure 
.from Roberto REKASSA, a French lawyer and a 11man of trul3t of the french 
Treasury". 

According to MERCAHD.I!:LLI. 'the treasure included gold bar/3, money 
and precious stones talj:en from the Bank of i<'rance by DARNAI'ID and documents 
of the UARNAND militia. The alleged hiding place is the laundry of a large 
villa overlooking Lake Cmmo on the road from Milan to Valtellina. The treasure 
was buried on the 20th of April, 1945. Un may 15 the Americans moved into the 
vicinity and occu~ied the house, owned by two sisters living elsewhere in 
the vicinity. On 5 June 1945 DAHNAND wax arrested at ~dolo, which is in the 
vicinity of the house. 

MERCANDELLI refcised to give any ftirther information on the location 
of the treasure unless he was extradited to France and given special treat­
ment by the judicial authorities, as he does not trust the authorities. 
It has been e-Xplained to .MErlCA."ND !nl..I t hat as he is an Italian citizen this 
is impossible. HowevelfH : ~t ! ~h1~u~~~ o~,:J1~;~r.n\Et:~~e~t ~~~{!ffi8d to cooperate ./~ · ·( 
on any other t er ms . ·r(\ , -: :i:" ·~. i 'f ·! [· CT l~l _,!. S P. Q~"""';.: ·: :· •T 

V , •· ·· .._ u_. 1 I r: l u CJ V.tt ~ l• • 
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. ; fJ E C 11 E 'r 

Chief of Statioat, C __-:] X 

Chief of Base, C. .=I 

Chief, Wasterat Beaisphere Division 

Jlef: C.. .J 21276, 21 .July 1970 

1. In answer to par~rapb 1 of Reference, "DARNAJOJ's •111tia" 
wu a Geraaa collaboratiolllst group, not a .Coallunist party group. 
A brief bac~ 11~7 follows: 

.Joeepb DAJUfA!ID C -=:J wa.a the leader of tbe 
''Elite Guard" ia tiM Senica d ·ordre .Le~iozmaire (SOL) foraed 
ill 1941 iB l'raDee, which coDSisted of !au.Ucal 11upportera of 
the "llatioDAl JWyoluUoe" org:&Jltzed by Marabal PBTAIK. Upoa the 
diasolution of SOL la 1943, DAlUIAl'lD becaae tha leader of tbe 
lilice Fraacaise, a M&%1-like party. lA 1944 DAa!AKD was sa1d to 
wield l(l' .. t power in 7r&ACe as the •upreae head of "all forces for 
tile -iateD&DCe of order" aDd was CiYea Yirtually UAliaited 
authority aa chief of a zaewly-created "XcoDOtaic police." Tbe Geraans, 
while retailliq llaralaal PETAIJf as DOIIJ.nal cllief of state and 
Pierre LEVAL as DOidaa·l chief of QoyerD~MDt, placed DABRAlm, 
t~ aaD of their cboice, ia the key positioa of Secretary of State 
tor tbe IJlterior UDder tbe Vichy Qoyermtent. Du.rill&' this period 
IlAJUUJID was directly Wider the orders of tiM ll'ehr.acbt and 1r0re the 
W11fona of tbe SS. DARJIAlm left FraQCe in 1944 with the rest ot 
tbe Tichy Go'Yera.eat aDd in .June 1945 be was arreated in Italy and 
t""a.d oYer to 7rencb Oovera.ent autbori ties. 

2. C. _:1. Daile doee DOt appear a.ong the docUIIents 
in DAUAKD'e 201 file. 
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