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P R E F A C E.

T h e  public voice having been for fotnc 

time loud in  its demand for the iixth 

and final volume o f Indian A ntiquities; and, 

finding myfelf at prefent utterly unable, as 

yvell from the untimely deceafe o f  the illuftri- 

'ous literary chara6ter who patronized, and 

promoted my labours, as the delay o f  fomC 

hooks and manufcripts extremely important 

to me, which I expeflcd from a learned friend 

in India, by the early (hips o f thia feafon, to 

proceed in my Differtations on the Jurifpru- 

dence and Ancient Literature o f  India; in  

order to demonllrate to my friends that nei-* 

ther my zeal has cooled, nor infiuftry abated, 

I  have refolved to divide that volume into two

A  4
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iparts/for the^ rft o f  which I now rcfpc^lfull/ 

folicit their accuftomed indulgence. Con

ceiving myfelf entitled, by mjr original propo- 

fals, to feledt for difcuflion in thefe volumes 

any. fubje^ intimately -connected with tho 

A n tk^ ities  of In d ia ; and thole deeper 

theological inveftigations which, I  am con

cerned to find, have, in certain,.quarters* ex- 

c ited fo  pm ch’ difgufl:* vbeing npw .difmiflTed, I 

hav^ endeavoured. to reliave. the", gloom and 

^weapiaef?,, too-generally .'com plain^'i o f  as ac4 

companyiDg extenfiye,.religiqus„;difquifitions* 

however.^ecelTary .and importanti'jbyj.feeking 

out /uchI topics as m ight-intereft,and enters'.

iT p  that end,, .as none,;.. I prefiime, vcaq 

be tnpr.c gratifying to the general clafs .of my 

teader^ tijan tIiofe^that'eq^ually.c6hcem/India 

and, 1 Britain, I have/clew ed the-venerable oi^’ 

der o f  Druids, their do^rinesVand rites, which 

bav^ fuch an immediate and wonderful affi^ 

n ity  with thofe o f  the JBrahnuDs j and^thq an-, 

fient commerce.of thq̂  Phoenicians, Catthagi- 

nians, ând preeks, carried oD, prior: to the

Chrifiian
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 ̂ • • 
Chrlftian sera, with India on the one hand,

and Britain on the other, for their confidera-

tion in this firft part o f the final volame.

It was not thy Intention, Indeed, in thefe 

Refearches,- to have defcended to periods fub- 

fequent to that sera, but my gratitude to the 

Honourable CoUrt o f  -Eaft-Indla. Directors 

for their liberal panonage o f the-Hiftory o f  

HiiVdofian, my 'aftxious -defire/¥o make this

Vvork eflentially *ufeful io- gentlemen going 

oiit iii a~ -ooinmei-cial capacity to India, and 

the imp&ftant circuniftance-of the'revivali a i  

the preleht- day; o f that, particular- branch o f  

its traffic vvitli fhe ‘Eaft,- ‘wliidli rendered tliTi 

ifland fo celebrated antiquity, I  theart* Ihb 

Titi o f 'the Cornifti tnines— -̂a meafure whicK 

refle6l^;*'fach honour hdth on-tl\e patnotifnf 
and wifdom o f the-D ire d o rs ,‘and is Rich 

tnaterial confequence, at-this momentbu^ cH* 

fis,.by retaining fb much bullio'it ih^th  ̂ eOuh-i 

try, *tand~ giving bread to fo m any' thoUfand^

o f diftrefled miners:- thefe united reafons have
\

induced

    
 



C iv }
induced me to  deviate fomewhat from my pro- 

pofed plauy and to fketch out .fuch a fum*. 

mary but clear view of. the ancient and pre^ 

fe n t‘ commercial conneiSlion o f Britain with 

India, as m ay prove at once gratifying to the 

fcholar and ufeful to  the merchant. -

- Notwithftanding, however, my utmoft ef

forts to contraft, without obfcuring, this inte^ 

refting fubjeft, the field o f retrofpeft is fo vafib, 

and the objects it difplays are fo numerous, fo 

varied, fo complicated, that I am reluftantly 

compelled to extend the furvey to two DUTer** 

tations, ~the firft only o f which, tracing that 

commerce down to the con^uefl: o f  Egypt-by 

Anguftus Casfar,. is here pi'efentefi to the catJ-r 

did reader, * T h e  .remaining Piflermtion w ill 

precede',' in the fecohd part, the Differtationei 

oh the Laws, •Government, and Literature, o f  

Hindoftan, which, I truft, the airival o f  thp 

expected papers, by the latter fleet.of tliis feâ * 

fop, will, enable me to complete and produce 

in the p fu in g  Ipring. I.hope that UQne o f

.Uiy
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m y readers w ill be fo ungenerous as to  im 

pute to interefted motives this farther delay 

and extenlion o f  the Indian Antiquities j for, 

I  can aflure them, from  fatal experience, thefc 

are- not times to engage, as I  have done, in  

volurninous publication, at the foie liz a r d  o f  

th e,auth or; that a very large proportion o f  

the, fourth and fifth volumes, poflibly on aC f. 

cou n t o f the fubje*^,, ftill remains unfold j. and 

that, ,f> far.from  wifbiug to extend, I  h^va 

been, long folidtous tq terminate, this work, 

th^t my mind .might be at liberty to ptirfue, 

without intei^ruptiou, the important fubjed p f  

the greater, undertaking in which ̂  I  have, n o w  

embarked^ j.N o  confideration, however,- Ihall 

induce me to finifli, in a hafty and incorrcd 

manner, a produdion* which, with all it? 

d efers, (^nd. what human work can boaft 

perfe^’ipni) has- been honoured with, fp re* 

fpedable  ̂ uunaber o f  fubfcrlbers, and w ith 

fo flattering a portion o f  the, public tap- 

plaufe.

T h e
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T h e Afiatic origin o f  the Druids has long 

been an acknowledged point in the world o f 

anti<luarles. M r. Reuben Burrow, the great 

praftical aftronom er'of Indiaj was ‘ the'firft' 

perion,- who, after a ‘ftrict examination and 

comparifdn of their mythological fuperftitions
 ̂  ̂ ~ r '' * s

and their periods, dire£lly affirmed them to'be 

a race oF ' emigrated Indian philofopHefs.^ 

T h e  aifleftion, bold and unqualified as it was,' 

made, at the time o f  my reading it, a con- 

liderable imprefiion on my m ind; and, in con*
 ̂  ̂ 4 , (  I
fequence; I fate down to that elaborate iri- 

veffigation o f theif liters and fymboIs,i o f 

w hich the prior Diffbrtatiori^ in",this volume 

is the refult.

T h e  bafis o f nay argument for their Indianf 

extraffion is,‘ that the elder Buddha'of India; 

who fliould never be confounded with the fe-
\ -1
cotld Buddha, or Bedou, the-, F o  o f the Chi-

5ê  Afiatic Refearches, voi. ii. p. 488, in the Appendix.

nefe.
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ncfe-, and the founder of an athsldlcal fe£f> 

in periods far more recent, is, in fa ff, the 

Mercury o f the W eft, and this is not only 

aflTerted by Sir W illiam Jones, from the fimi- 

litude o f their rites and fymbols, but can be 

aftronomically proved j fince, in India,' tlie
 ̂ t ^

day o f tlxe week affigned to Buddha is by the 

Greeks affigned to Hermes, by the Romans to 

Mercury, and by the .northern nations to 

Woden j being denominated, in the reffiedtivc 

d ialers o f thofe nations, Boodh or Buddha* 

war, Ep/*a M etcurii dies, Woden’s ^ay,

and, from the laft, corruptedly by us, W ed - 

nefciay;_^ T he ancient M e r c u r ia l  h eAps  ̂

or CARNS, o f thofe-fire-adorins fa^es: their 

veneration for the cu bic , the fymbol of Mer* 

cury among the early Creeks j their repre/ent- 

ing the Deity in their immcnfe groves under 

the form o f thejetter T ,  t h a u , as the Egypr 

tians defignated their Thpth , pr I^ermes} 

their reverence for the A nguinum , dr Tci*- 

pent-egg, which is only the mundane'eg^ or 

Tyre, rendered prohhe by the embrace o f the,
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Ayoî ô iXifAm, or good genius, fymbolizecT by 

that ferpent j and, Anally, 'the evident cadu-
ff

CEUS o f M ercury, defignated in the globe, 

■ wings, and ierpent, that formed their grand 

temple at Abury, and hot only that but other 

confpicuous D r a c o n t iA, in 'B rita in : ail thele 

-circumftances enumerated, and fulfy difcuffed 

In the courfe o f  the'Differtatibti-^aliuded toi 

are to  m yfelf abundant teilirfibiiy o f  their' 

connection w ith, i f  not defcent from, Buddha. 

Under this appellation I  contend' muft be 

uhderftood fome deified prince o f  the fam ily'
I ,

o f  the Noachidse,' a diftinguiflied a v ATAr  o f  

India, the eighth in order from the M atfya, o r ' 

Fiih^-God, inconteftibly N oah  ̂ (ii^hether Mr.’ 

Bryant’s rnoffc elaborate volumes be confulted; 

or my own humbler hiftorlcal details,) *v;ho, 

iri the lofty regions o f  the iTauric range, the 

remoteft from the danger o f  inundation, hilt 

in  0eras to  Which regular annals cannot be ex-» 

peCted to afcend, feems to h^ve cftabliftied an 

empire and a  religion, which diffufed their 

combined influence ovef every region o f  the

Higher
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Higher Afia, and many evident veftigcs o f  

which are ftill vifible. Among thefe are the 

Thibetian rolls infcribed with Sanfcrcet cha- 

rafters, alluded to by Sir W illiam  Jones,

well as the ancient medals and 

imperial fignets engraved w ith Thibetian cha- 

rafters, mentioned by M r. Halhed,*f- and the
li

frequent pilgrimages at this day undertaken by 

the more rigid devotees o f  India, from the banks 
o f  Ganges and the moft dillant provinces 

o f  . the Peninfula, to  the territories o f  the. 

Grand Lama. Accurately to afcertain, at this 

diftant period, the caufe, the m Je, the time, o f  

this emigration exceeds the lim it o f  .human 

refearchj .but^poflibly the firft may be found 

in  the general ^caufes o f  emigration, curio- 

hty« perfecudon, or the ambition,, o f  men, 

who, in thofe eaijy ages, combined a fort o f  

regal with the priejily charafter. T h e  mode 

was,, doubtlefs, by land-journics,. in company.

o f  the prefent volume,

§c»thc prelacy to.Mr, Halhed’s Sanfcreet Grammar# P*'S.*

with
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With the Celtic tribes, previous to the tfta- 

.blinimcnt of-'the great Indian empire and
t

ijflem  o f jurifprudence which forbad emigra

tion, in the more fouthern provinces; or al

lowing^ the early branches o f  the family o f  

b^oah for the purpofe o f  effeding the gracious 

,de/igns o f  Providence in peopling the earth to 

have had a knowledge o f  the m ag n et ,  by the 

w ay o f  the great Ocean itfelf. The period 

was, probably, when the true religion began 

-to be corrupted,' but-before its total corrup

tion, by the Sabian idolatries. In this view 
»

Ihe matter appears to myfelf; i f  all my reade/5 

Ihould not be equally convinced by the argu

ments .which I have been able to produce,  ̂I  

iH ll flatter myfelf, that the detail o f. n?any 

jother curious fa ils  which nearly concern them, 

as Britons, may yet amply reward them fpr 

the trouble o f perufah

I think it abfolutcly nccefiary, however, to  

Ihield m yfelf from  cenfure, for fo warmly 

efpoufing an opinion that muft appear entire
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ly hovel, i f  not extremely eccentric, to readers 

not conveiTant in Indian manners and hif- 

fbry, by laying before them the following 

fhort extracts from the Diflertation o f M r. 

Burrow, before alluded to, in the Afiatic Re- 

fearches, although I am far from efteeming 

it equally necttTary to adopt his hvpbthefis 

o f the alteration o f the place o f the equator  ̂

connebled with the aflerted migration.' I  
have endeavoured to fupport his podtions by

Arguments not hbftile to religion, and far 

lefs violent to nature. ** From the aforelaid 

country, (he means Siberia, rendered h a

bitable and* fertile by the equatorial line 

pailing through the centre o f Alia,) the Ilin - 

doo religion probably fpread over the whole 

earth: there are figns o f' it in every northern, 

country, and In almoft, every fyftetn 'of wor- 

fh ip : IN E n g l a n d  I'b is o b v io u s  j S't o n e >

HENGE IS EVIDENTLY ONE OP THE TEMPLES 

OP B o odh  j and the arithmetic, aftronomy, 

aftrology; the h o l i d a y s , - g a m e s , names o f 

the l1:ars, and figures o f the cohftellatiorts j 

V o L .V I. a the
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the ANCIEN'I^ MONUMENTS, LAWSy &nd COINS'; 

the LANGUAGES o f the different nations; bear 

the ftrongeft marks o f the fame original,*? 

^gain  he obferves, on the fuppofition that 

the Indians were, in the infancy o f  their 

exiflence as a nation, divided into the, two 

gVcat feds o f  Brahma and Buddha, that 

the Brahmins were the true authors o f  the 

Ptolemaic fyftem, and the Boodhifts o f  the 

Copernican,* as well as o f  the dodrine o f 

attradion, and that probably the eftablifhed 

teligion o f  the Greeks; and the Eleufinian 

myfteries were only varieties o f  the two dif

ferent fed s.” Amongft other circumftances, 

he tell us, that he compared an aftrolabe in 

the Nagari (the oldeft Sanfcteet) charader o f 

India, with Chaucer’s defcription o f  one, and 

foun^ them to agree togetherm oft m inutely; 

Qven the centre-pin* which Chaucer calls the 

ho'rfe, ** having a borfe's head upon the* in - 

ftrum ent;” and, after acquainting us that

*  See page 241 of this volume, on the Druids’ prefumed know
ledge of tlie elliptical courfes of the orbs.

he
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he me^nt (hortly to enter into a full invefti- 

gation of the queftion, he finally gives it as 

his own decided opiniori, that “  the D ruids 
WERE B r a h m i n s .” *

T h e death o f this ingenious gentleman in 

India prevented the completion of his engage

ment, and the prefent is only a humble effort, 

made amidft the preffurc o f illnefs, and pther. 
weightier purfuits, to fill up fome o f  the out

lines o f his projeded plan.

I embrace this opportunity o f  informing 

the fubferibers to the Hiftory o f India, in  

quarto, that I am making as rapid a progrefs 

in  that work as the nature o f the fubje f̂f, and 

the increafed difficulty o f obtaining genuine 

materials, fmee the ever to be lamentdl d^- 

ceafo o f Sir W illiam  Jones, w ill allow j bqt, 

at prefent, I dare not mention, any particular 

period for its appearance. W hen the fecond

Afiatic Refearclies, vol. xl. p. 489, Calcutta quarto edition.

a 2 part
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part iof this volume fhalLbe publifhed, ^and 

this work, be finally concluded, X hope to XO' 

able to give the public more certain informa-*, 

tion on that point j to fix that period, :.and be
I

punctual to it.

M y moft fincere and grateful acknowledges

ments are due, and are hereby refpeflfuUy-Te-r^

turned to various right, reverend, .noble, and.

other d iftin^ iflied  perfonages,w who, knowing'

the difficulties attending fo  -cxtenfive a work

as that in which I am engaged, particularly in

the article o f  books, o f  the moft .expenfive’

Ipeciesi as connefled with antiquaryiTcfcarch,-

and engravings fo indifpenrably iieceflary 'in-

all mythological details, have endeavoured, b y i . 
%

their liberality, to mitigate thofe expehfes; 

and alleviate the embarraflments attendant on 

a contrafled income. Through thefe means 

m uch has been done by the toil o f  a zealous 

individualj but far more remain^ yet to be 

done ; and I  ffiould be concerned, that the fe- 

cond volume o f ancient Indian H iftory, which

w ill
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will be finali and bring that hiftory down to  

the death o f Aurungzebe, at the commence

ment o f this century, fliould be inferior in 

point o f magnitude and elegance to the for

mer. Having, therefore, returned to Norton- 

.ftreet, whence indifpofition, brought on by 

fevere application, has compelled my abfence" 

during the greater part o f the prefent year, I  

ftiall continue to receive fubfcriptions for that 

work till the enfuing M ay, when the lift o f  

names muft go to the prefs; and alfo the fol

lowing bankers, my fubfciibers and friends, 

have done me the favour to permit fubfcrip

tions to be received at their hoiifes; —  Meflrs, 

H ammersley’s and Co. Pall-M all, and Meflrs. 

•Stephenson’s and Co. N “. 69, Lombard- 
ftreet.

Wo. 31, Upper Nortott-Street,

December J, J79 *̂

A  D ISSE R .
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DISSERTATION, &c.

S E C T I O N  I.

^be Author unfolds bis D efgn in this EJfay,--^ 

*Tbe immenfe Extent o f the ancient Indian 

Empire j and the •wide Eiffufion o f the Indian 

Mythology. and Sciences throughout Afia,,—  

*Tbe geographical Lim its o f the not lefs extenfi’oe 

Region o f Scythia. —  fbefe two mighty N a- 

iionsy the Indians and Perfans being through- 

mt confidered as one People  ̂pojfejfed the greater 

P a rt of Af i a:  the Indians  ̂ from  the earliejl 

Periods  ̂ a polijhed Pace the Scythiansy c’oer 

Parbarians. Efcaped from  the Horrors o f  

the general DelugCy the Noachiday who fettled 

in A fa j inhabited the Regions'nearefi the great 

Range o f faurus. In the Median Mountains  ̂

and near the Heigbtt o f Qaucafus, were efta-

blified^
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llijked^ in CavernSt their Jir[l Schools, 7he 

Colleges o f Naugracuf and Thibety in the Norib 

o f Indiay .particularly famous. From thence 

emigrated into 'Tartary fuccejjive Colonies o f  

ddriefis profejjing the Religion o f Buddhuy or 

Boodhy who was the HermeSy or Mercury y o f the 

IVeferny and-the Woden o f the Nortbern ŷ World, 

The fapbetic Tribes  ̂ defcribed generally under 

the Names o f Scythian and Celficyjlraitened fo r  
Room and Pajlurage» purfue their Direction 

through the Northern AJiay emigrate to Europe, 

and with them thofe Sages o f the Indian Schools, 

to whom we give the Name o f D ruids:-^  

Some remarkable Injlances adduced o f the 

frik in g  ^fjnity exijling between the prim eval 

Languages o f A fa  and thofe fpoken in Eu-̂  

rope, particularly in the Britijh IJles,

V .

My  intention, in the following D ifler- 
tation, is to prove, as far as the re- 

tnotenefs o f the sera alluded to, and the ab- 
•ftrufe nature o f  the fubjefts difcuffed in the 
courfe of it, will allow of proof, that the cele- 

'brated order o f Druids, anciently eftabliflied
B a in
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in this country, were the immediate defcen- 
dants o f a tribe o f Brahmins fituated in the 
high northern latitudes bordering on the vaft 
range o f  Caucafus: that thefe, during that pe
riod o f the Indian empire when its limits were 
moft extended in Afia, mingling with the 

Celto-Scythian tribes, who tenanted the im - 
menfe deferts o f Grand Tartary, became gra
dually incorporated,, though not confounded, 
with that ancient nation ? introduced among 

them the rites o f the Brahmin religion, occa- 

lionafly adopting thofe o f  the Scythians, and, 
together with them, finally emigrated to the 
weftern regions of Europe.

T o  forni any correfl notion o f  the extent 
o f the Indian empire, when in its glory, we 
muft cbnfult the Sanfcreet geographers, and 
take our furvey o f  a country comprifing an 
area o f  near forty degrees on each fide, and in
cluding a fpace almoft as large as.all Europe i 

a  region divided on the weft from Perfia by 
the Arachofian mountains, limited oh the eaft 
by the Chinefe part of the farther peninfula, 
confined on the north by the wilds o f Tartary, 
and extending on the fouth as far as the ifles 
o f  Java. The above is the demarcation o f the 

ancient limits o f India by an author not lik ely .

to
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to have erred in defining them j and this tra
pezium, he goes on to obferve, comprehends 
the ftupendous hills o f Tibet, the beautiful 
valley o f Calhmir, and all the domains o f the 
old Indo-Scythians, the countries o f Nepal 
and Bootan, Camrup or Afam , together w ith  
Siam  ̂ Ava, Racan, and the bordering king
doms, as far as the Chirm o f the Hindoos, or 
Sin o f the Arabian geographers j not to men
tion the whole weftern. peninfula with the 
celebrated ifland o f Sinhala, or Lion-like men, 
at its fouthern extr-emity.*

I f  the period, above-mentioned, remote as it  

is, ftiould not be thought fufRdently diftant 
in the annals, o f time for the firft migration 
o f the Afiatic colonies, and the earlieft im 
portation into ihe weftern world o f  the religi
ous rites in ufe among them, we-have it in  
oiir power, through the fame authentic chan
nel,-!- to penetrate to the very birth o f civil 
eftabliftiments, and find the primaeval anceftors 
o f the Hindoos fittingi in patriarchal majefty, 
upon the throne of Iran, or Perfia, in the very

• • See Sir William . Jones, in the Afiatic Refearches, vol. ii. 

t  See the Piflertation on the Perfians, ibid, p* 43*

R 3 centre
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centre o f all Afia, under the title o f  the Ma-. 
habadian dynafty, founded by the renowned 
Maha-Beli, or Great Belus, and from which 
they afterwards migi'ated to regions nearer the 
riling fun. T h is great extent in ancient pe-r 
riods o f  the Indian empire, and the prevalence 
o f  the Indian Iciences and mythology over the 

greater part o f that vaft continent, cannot bo 
more ‘decifively proved than by the following 
remarks extrafted from M r. Halhed, to whom 
thofe fciehces and that mythology, as well as 

their languages, are fo farhiliarly known.
It is a very generally received maxim, that 

the wide difFufion o f any particular language 
evinces the fuperiority in power and confe-r 
quence o f  the nation- with whom that- Ian-* 
guage originated, f N ow  M r. Halhed alTerta 
the Sanfcreet, or ancient language o f  India, 

generally fpoken before the invafion o f  Alex* 
ander, to be a language o f  the moft venerabla 
^ d  profound antiquity j the grand fource as 

yvell as facred repofitory o f  Indian, literature, 
and the parent o f almoft every dialefl, -from 
the Perfian Gulph to the China Sea,. He is 
even pf opinion,, that the Sanfcreet ^was, in  
ancient periods, current not only over a l i . 

I n d i a , qonfidered in its largeft extent, but

p.ver
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over ALL THE O riental world, and that 
traces o f its original and general diffufion may 
ftill be difcovered in almoft every region o f  
Alia. In the courfe o f  M r. Halhed’s various 
reading, (and few men have perufed more 
Oriental volumes,) he was aftonilhed to find 
the fimilitude which it in many inftances bore 
to the Chaldaic, Perfian, and Arabic. He dis
covered the vifible traces o f its character, that 
chara^er which he defefibes to be fo curious
in its ftruflure and fo wonderful in its com bi-

, »
nation, on the molt ancient medals and impe

rial fignets of Eaftern kingdoms j and he hints 
that it might have been the original language 

o f  the earth.*
I f  the bounds-of ancient India were thus» >

large, not lefs fo were thofe o f  ancient Scy
thia, for they extended from Caucafus to the 
borders o f the Ar6tic circle, a tra6t including 
the vaft plains o f  T artary,. the deferts .of Si
beria, and Afiatic R u llia ; yet through all this 
immeiifp region no genuine veftiges o f  arts 
and fciences flourilhing' among them are clear
ly to be traced, notvVithftanding the boafted'

* See the very elegant and learned preface to that Grammar,

P-S*

B  4 difeoveries
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difcoveries o f fome eminent modern antiqi^a* 
ries. Among thefe, {lands foremoft the cele
brated M . Bailli, who endeavours to prove, in a 
treatife On the Origin o f the Sciences in Afia, 
th^t a  nation o f profound wifdom, o f elevated 
genius, and o f  antiquity far fuperior even to 
the Egyptians, Indians, and Chinefe, once iii- 
.habited the deferts o f Siberia,^afid from the 
■ cold jand bai;ret)-region, o f  Sex in q in sko i', in 
the. fiftieth  ̂ degree o f  north latitude, propa
gated throughout the vyorld tbfe firft rudi, 

ments o f the fciences, particularly aftrpnomy. 
He labours to demonflrate that fome celcf 
brated difcoveries in  aftronomy could only 
have taken place in the high northern lath, 
tudes o f  Afia'; that hioft of, the ancient m y- 
thologic fables o f  Afia, confidered in a phyfi^ 
cal fenfe, have relation to the northern parts 

o f o\ir globe and that a'fts and improvement 
progreflively travelled'from  the'polar regions 

to thofe o f the equator.' T liis learhed primU 
five, but long-*cxtin'£l, race o f Scythian philo- 
fophers, for whofe exiftence neither hiftory 
fior tradition, but cettain fanciful «onje6lures 
o f the author, are alone brought in evidence, 
M . Bailli fuppofes to have been the mailers o f 
the Brahmins of India, but certainly erro-
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neouflyj for their known pride and felf-im- 
portance would never permit them to fubmit 
to be taught by the fages o f any nation j 
much lefs by a race o f  men, w horn they ever 
confideied as barbarians, and inhabiting what 
they thought the extremities o f the world. 
From thefe pofitive and dogmatical alTertions 
o f Baj.llj, let us attend a better judge of the 
matter, Sir W .. Jones, who, in his diiTertation 
upon the ancient h ordes'bat peopled the vaft 
extent o f northern Afia, deferibes them in  ge
neral as a race o f undifcipllned favages, w ith
out the poUfh o f arts, and without even the 
advantage o f letters. A s the fubjedf has been 
little canvaffed, and never before in fo mafter- 
ly and decided a manner, the reader w ill be 
eafily induced to pardon my piefentipg him  
with the fubftance o f  - what he has faid on this 
point in his EfTay on.tile,Tartars."

“  T a r t a r y ,' which contained, according 
to P1.1NY, an innumerable multitude of na
tions, by whom the fell o f  Afia and all E u 
rope has, in different ages, been over-run, is 
denomiriated, as various images have prelented 
tJaemfê ji'eS to various fancies, the great Jiive o f  
the northern fwarms, the nurfery o f  irrefifti- 

ble legions, and, by a Wronger metaphoi*,* the
foundery
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foundeiy 6f the human race j but M . Ba illi, 
ia wonderfully ingenious man, and a very 
lively writer, feems firft to have confidered it 
as the cradle o f our fpecies, and to have fup- 
ported an opinion, that the whole ancient 
world was enlightened by fclcndes brought 
from  the moft northern parts o f  Scythia’, par

ticularly from the banks o f the Jenif#a, or' 
from  the Hyperborean regions: all the fables 
o f old Greece, Italy, Perfia, India, he derives 
from the north j and i t  muft be owned, that 

he maintains hiS paradox with acutenefs and 
learning. ' Great learning and great-acutenefs, 
together with the charms o f a moft engaging 
ftyle, virere indeed neceflary to- render eveii 
tolerable a fyftem which places an earthly pa- 
radife, the gardens o f Hefperus, the iflands o f  
the Macares, the groves o f  Elyfium, if  not o f  

Eden, the heaven o f In dr a , the' Periftan, o f 
fairy-land, o f  the Perfian poets, w ith  its city 
o f  diamonds and its country o f  Shadcam, fo 

named from, Pleafure atjd Love, ndt in any 
climate whidh the common fetife o f  mankind 
conliders as the feat o f delights,, but beyond 
the mouth o f the O b yin  the Frozen Sea, in a 
region equalled only by that,' where the wild 

imagination o f  Dante led him to fix the

worft

    
 



I 27 3
worft o f criminals in a ftate o f punilhment 
after death, and o f  which he could n o t,'h e  
fays, even think without (hivering.

** In truth, our firft inquiry, concerning 
the languages and letters o f the Tartars, pre-, 
fcnts us with a deplorable void, or with a 
profpeft as barren and dreary' as that o f  their 
defertg. T he Tartars had no literature; (in. 
this point all authorities appear t,o concur j)  
the Turks had no. letter?; the Huns, according 
to P r o c o p i u s , had not even heard of*them ; 
the magnificent C h e n q i z , whole empire in 
cluded an area o f near eighty fquare. degrees, 

could find none o f his 6wn M o n g a l s , ’ as the 
bed authors inform us, able to write his dilh 
patches; and T a im u r , a favage o f  ftrdng na
tural parts, and paflionately fond o f  hearing 
hiftories read to him? could him felf neither 
Write nor read,

“  O f any philpfophy, except natural, ethics,' 
which-the rudeft*(<j)ciety requires and experi
ence teaches, ^we find no- ^more veftiges in  
Afiatic Tartary «and. Scythia, than in .an cien t 
Arabia j nor would the name o f a phiilofopher 
and a Scythian have been ever conhe^ed, i f  
Anacharfi? had not vifited Athens and Lydia 
for th^t inftrvt£lion > which his birth-place

could
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could not have afforded him. But Anachar- 
sis was the fon o f  a Grecian woman, who had 
taught him her .language, and he foon learned 
to defpife his owm. H e was unqueftionably a 
man o f a found, underftanding and fine parts j 
and ‘ among the lively fayings wnich gained 
him  the reputation o f a.w it p.ven in  Greece, it 
is related by Diogenes L aertius, th a t when 

an Athenian * reproached him with being a 
Scythian, he anfwered, * M y country is indeed 
a difgrace to me, but thou art a difgrace to 
thy country..*

“  Had the religious opinions and allegori
cal fables of- the Hindoos, as M , Bailli, and 
af t̂er h im .M . D ’Ancafyille and-otiiers, have 
afferted, been adlually borroweddrom Scythia, 
travellers muft have difeovered in that country 
iome ancient monuments o f  them, ,fuch as 

pieces o f  grotefque fculpture, images o f  the 
Gods and Avatars, and inferiptions on pillars 
or in  caverns, analogous, to thofe which re

main in every, p art'o f the weftern- peninfula, 
o f to thofe which m any o f  us have feen in  
Bahar and at Banaras j but (except a few de
tached idojs) the only, great monuments.,of 
Tartarian antiquity arc a line o f  ramparts on 
the weft and eaft o f the ^afpian, aferibed indeed

by
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by ignorant Mufelmans to Y a ju j  and M a -  
ju j ,  or G og and M agog, thaFis to the Scy
thians, but manifeftly raifed by a very different 
nation, in order to  flop their predatory in 
roads through the paffes o f Caucafus.

.** From ancient monuments, therefore, wc 
have no .proof that the Tartars were them - 
felves well inftru£led, much lefs that they in-' 
ftru6led the w orld; nor have we any ftronger 
reafon to conclude, from their general man
ners and character, that they had made an 
early proficiency in arts and Iciertces : even o f  
poetry, the raoft liniverfal and moft natural 

o f  the fine arts, we find no genuine fpeciraens 
afcribed to them, except fome horrible w ar- 
fongs, exprefied in Perfian by A y  o f  Y ^ d, 
and poffibly invented by him. A fter the con-, 
quell o f ferfia  by the Mongals, .their princes, 
indeed, encouraged learning, and even made! 
aftronomical obfervations at Samarkand} and,

' like the Urks,- became polifhed by, mining 
with the Perliahs and Am bs, though their very 

nature, as one ,of their own, writers confclTes,
had before been like, an incurable diftemper,» * *
and their minds, clouded with, ignorance. 
T h us alfo the Mancheu nionarchs o f  China 

have been patrons o f the learned and ingeni

ous j
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Gus; and the Emperor T ienlong  is, i f  he be 
now living, a fine Chinefe poet. In all thefe 
inftances the Tartars have refembled the R o
mans } w ho, before they had fubducd Greece, 
were little better than tigers in war, and fauns 
or fylvans in fcience and art.” ~ S i r  W . Jones's 
Eflay on the T artars, in Afiatic Refegrches, 
vô l. ii. p . 223.

T h u s far Sir W . Jones, who inyeftigated 
tills argurnent o f  M . Bailli in a region o f  Afia 
not very remote from the ancient refidepce o f 
the viaunted race who were the objects o f  his 

panegyricj In truth, the people, to whom  M . 
BailU’s defcription is moft applicable, are the 
northern progeny o f Brahmins fettled near 
the Caucafus, and in Thibet, where very cele
brated colleges o f  learned Indians were anci
ently Slablifhed, particularly at Naugracut 

and Caftimerej in which latter region it is 
fuppofed very confiderable treafpres of anci
ent Sanfcreqt literattire are deppfited, which 
have riot yet been examined. , Indeed, ^  ex- 

prefs confirmation that the Brahmins, and, 
confequently the fciences o f India, have not 
always flourifiied in a fituation fo immediately 
fouthern, as o f late eeras they have cbofen, I  
am able, upon the high authority o f  M r., 

• ' Haftings,
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Haftings, to aflert that an immemorial tradi
tion prevails at Benares, that they originally 
came from  a region fituated in forty degrees o f  
northern' latitude.

In addition to the aflertion o f  Sir W . Jones, 
cited above., th at'th e  ancient inhabitants o f  
Scythia were little better than favages, with
out fcience and without even the'advantage o f 
a written language, though the dialedls 
Ipokeh ainorig them -were almoft as numerous 
as their tribesi we are favoured with the fol
lowing important intelligence, fb diredlly elu
cidatory as well as corroborative o f  the hypo- 

thefis on which tliis Diflertatiqii is fourided. 
After, acquainting - us that' the charafter o f  
Tibet is evidently Indian, and that the Brah
min religion has immemofially flouriflied in 
that region, he aflerts that the prieftS o f  
Buddha have been found fettled eveii in Sibe
ria, (o f which indeed the famous,medal found 
amidft the ruins o f a Siberian, temple, and en
graved in the'fifth volume o f Indian A ntiquU  

ties, is an unequivocal‘ proof,) 'and that rolls 
o f  Thibetian (that is, Indian) w riting have 
been brought even from the borders o f the 
Cafpian. Admitting that thefe priefts o f  
Buddha, ufing the Indian letters and verfed in

the
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the facred and civil inftitutes o f Brahma, had 
travelled thus far, it cannot be thought im-i 
probable that, • with the colonies which emi
grated from northern Afia into the w êft, 
many o f  thefe prieBs m ight' have - mingled, 
and thus wafted into Europe, much o f the 
theology, jurilprudence, and manners,, o f the 
Indian nation; ’But the hypothefis for which 
I  contend, in reality refts upon a firmer bafis 
than probable conjecture 5 and '̂ thê  ferles o f 
hiftorical evidence by which it Is fupported 
/hall be progreflivdyldetailed, ^

Before',we proceed farther, howfever,. in 
this inveftigation, it is necefiary that we 
fliould attend to the hiftory and fituation o f  
their -Celtic brethren, for they were equally 
defendants’o f Com er, the. great progenitor o f 

this northern, race j and as, in a Diflcrtation 
like the prefent, nice difquifitiohs concerning 

^he fubordinate, dlvifions o f  that primaeval 

tribe are out o f  the queftion, 6r,% at leafi:, are 
of n o immediate importance in the’ furvey o f 
•the very early "periods .to  which I allude, J 
llia ll cdiiKider them all as one great familjrj 
and, with Strabo, apply the general name o f 
Scythjans and Celto-Scythians to, tl|e .firfi: co
lonies who emigrated from Afia ^ o  JEurope,

It
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It 13 fufficient for me to admit, in- this place, 
that file Celts were the elder branch o f that 
family. The difference contended for feems 
principally to arife from their fituation, which 
was more remote from the central fpot whence 
the whole renovated race o f man diverged in 
various dife61ipns.

That central fpot was, doubtlefs’, the great 
Tauric range round whofe ftupendous emi-!* 
nencies it was natural f o r . a race, recently 
cfcaped from-the-liorrors o f a general inunda- 
tiorr, to plant themfelves. W hile the progeny 
o f Shem gradually diffufed' themlelves thence
over the warm fouthern regions o f Afia, and 
one mighty branch o f  the fa m ily .o f Ham 
emigrated to Africa,- the defendants o f Ja- 
phet direfled their courfe northwards, branch
ing out widely, at the fame time, towards the 
Eaft and W eff quarters pf that northern, dif- 
trift. The promiie made to Japhet was,, that 
his borders Ihould be enlarged, and the ifles 
o f the Gentiles;-by which the-edmnaentators 
generally undei-ffand Europe,-be divided among 
his pofterity. T n  confequence, -it m aybe fup- 
pofed, and liiftory afferts;, that- their, numbers 
multiplied in a far greater' proportion than 
their brethren. In the courfe of theijc national

Vor.. V I. C  increafe,
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increafe, ftraitened for room and diftrefled by 
want o f pafturage for the immenfe flodcs ne- 
ceflary for their fupport, this elder and nobler 
branch o f the Japhetic tribe moved ftili- far
ther and farther off from the neighbourhood 
o f the Gaucafus, and gradually peopled, firll: 
the whole north o f  Afia, ^nd then Europe, 
where they gradually eftabliiflied themfelves 
from the.banks o f the Danube to the pillars 
of. Hercules’;, that is, of their firfl: cOnduftor, 
vvhofoever he was, to the celebrated' Straits, 
thus denominated. T h e exad: period n̂ which 

the Scythian Nomades began thus to moye 
forward from .the mountains to the north o f 
Perfia and India, it is fcarcely poffible to af- 
certain with precifion, b,ut wc may, without 
ariy violation o f  probability, allow it to have 
taken^placc a'(ienturyr.aftcf the.difperfion from 
B abeli by which time, it ,m a y  be, fuppofed, 
the pure patriarchal wor/hip became deeply, 
polluted .by th e ,.introduction o f  multifold 
idolatry, ^nd that aflrdnomy, which, we learn 

I from CalHUienes, began td be formed into a 
'lyjdem at Babylon 1903 years before its cap
ture by Alexauder,Tiad extenfively introduced 
into the theological rites of Afia the fplendid

Sabian
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Sablan fuperftltlon, or worfliip o f the h o S 'b f ' 
Heaven.

-That the Britifh;ifles were in reality firfl 
peopled by thofe Gomerian, or Celtic, tribes,. 
vvhich, in the very early ages after the difper- 
iion, fpread themfelves through Europe, is 
not only evident from the moft authentic hif- 
tory o f thofe tribes extant, but frOrinl the very, 
ftrong affinity in manners, language, and re
ligious 'rites, exifting between, that northern 
nation and, the ancient inhabitants o f  this 
country. The fubje6t o f  the ftriking fim ili- 
tude apparent' in their ancient cuftoms and: re

ligious ceremonies I lhall hereafter be difeufled 
a t jarg^e. In regard to fifnilarity -of language, 
i  muft obferve, that- the very name of thdr, 
great anceftor, varioufly changed into. Com a- 
r i^ ,  Cim merian,, Cym brian,'or r .Cunibnan, 
is to be traced wherefbever that colony pafled,
along the whole line o f their defeent from the
• • ' * *

regions Lpf the Northern A  fia j, even from .the 
Cumbrian, Cherfonfere to the b ftieft our.
Cumbrian mountains. T h e towering or 
he^Sj. o f the Welch>mountains, not lelT.than 

mighty Jppenines.oi the eputment,'pro-, 
claim this tru th ; arid.the Alps and Albion 
^like prove thcmlfelves ,to be thus denominated

C 2
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from the Celtic Alpi or AW, fignifying white, 
in allufion to the eternal fnows on the film-- 
jnit 6F the former, and the white’cliffs that 
encompafs the latter. ‘ Indeed, as we advance 
in  this Differtation, no incoftfiderable'’teftimo- 
n y w ill be found to arife,- from ^he furvey, o f  
the-.derivation o f all languages from one-pri-’ 
m aval tongue, as, well as o f all nations; from 
one great ‘family. The'm onum ental remains 
cbnnefted with the-̂  mpft,‘ ancient fyftem o f 
Afiatic mythology, yet exifti-ng in the two 

Countries under coniideration, and the inti
mate mixture in both languages o f  terms ra
dically Hebrewi added to the circumftance o f 
traditions in both .countries uniformly pointing 
to one great founder, who fiouriflied between 
four and five thoufaqd years ago, w ill, o f 
themfelves, go far tovirards-proving thefe af-. 
fertions concerning their identity, and. their 
having"originated 'from one common (lock.

A'-celebrated grammariam has reinarked^ 
^ec mode Indicant i  Perjicam, Syram, Arahicaniy 
Hehm  junPliJJimas linguas -, Jed et Gdtbic 'amy feu  
Celticam, Ungutim-* and R o w la n d ,  in his 
Mona,- afferts, th at.n o  lefs than three hun
dred' Hebrew radices are to  be found in the

Francifeus Junius Prsfat. Grammat. p. 19.

Britiih
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Britifh tongue alone.* From his" liU I fhall 
fele6i a few only which muft carry convi6lioii 
o f their priniseval derivation. For inftancci 
who can doubt o f the Britifti word Booth, a 
cottage^ -being derived from the Hebrew Beth, 
a  boufey the earthy from E retzj to 'babble'y 

from Babel,, ^alluding to the confulron of 
tongues; CisTj frprh C is, tf ci»^V D aggar,' 
from 'D a k a r , a Jhort'fw ordy the Britifli K ern, 
or Corn, a horrty from ftERENj C roa l̂ech, 
a fa crificia lJ io fie  o f the Druids, from Cjerem- 
LUACH, a burning ftone^ • and Sarph, an old

Britifh 'word io t ' fer^hty from the Hebrew 

S'AkAPH. ■ Thefe, .and a great variety o f other 
terms, there chiimerated, though coming, to 
us more immediately^’ through' a Celtic ;or 
Gaulic riiedium, it is impoflible to- deny,.- 
muft have a radical" connection with the fa  ̂
cred dialedt.

O f the preceding aflertiot>’ made by the 
grarnmarian Junius, viz. that of He'prew, >or' 
the old Syrian, being, radically inter.woyeh in 
all the Eafterh tongues, vety decided and nu
merous inftances may .be found, fo far as -ref- 
gauds the P.erftans and Arabians, .in W alton’s 

Preface to h isP o ly g o n , and fo far as th^

,ScQ JlQwbfnd's Mena Antiqua, p. 278,
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.Phoenicians and their Aflyrian neighbours are 
concerned throughout the whole o f Bochart’s 
Phaleg. W ith  refpcdt to t]ie. Indian, or San- 
fcreet' language, though hitherto- very little 
inveftigated, we find the r̂a<;es of* it in the 
very name .of their firft grand deity Brahma, 
the Creator,, which is, dpubtlefs, ,copne6led 
w ith, i f  not immediately derived from, the 
Hebrew 3 ra, or - Bara, crê ted  ̂ occurring in 
the firfl'verfe 'of Genefis, B eresch ith  brA; 
E loh im , In the, beginning'God created, A llb 
in their great divinity, Ifa, the goddefs Na-r 
ture_ perfonified,'we find the Hebrew Ichfa, 
the' Jirji exijlenti or grand’parent  ̂ which the 

, Rabbins affert to have been the original name; 
o f  Eve, the great mother o f mankind, and, 
.probably, the genuine Ifis.o f the Egyptiansj 
at leaftTuch is.Stillingfleet's very rational con- 
jedlure.f Surya, the Sun, that obje£l o f fu- 
^tem e reverence in India,; has probably very 
"near a^ nity to the Suria o f the Chaldaic, a 
language which fonie eminent’critics conceive 
to be. the moft ancient dialeî i: o f the Hebrews; 
and when it is/,confideied,-that in Suria, or 
Syria, was, firft praftifed vthc Sabian. hiperfti-, 
tionj that the Egyptians, according to Eufe-

Se'e StiULngfleet’s O'rigines Sacrae, p* 5SI.

. biu^,
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bius, called Ofiris, Suriuss and that, iivPer- 
fia, Sure was the old name o f, the Sun j the 
fiippofition may be thoiight to approach near 
upon certainty, i

'T he Hebrew word RviCHAV, andpow-~ 
erful̂  may be radically conne^led with the San- 
fcr.ect Rajoh. Jh Celtic, Qich  ̂ Archy and Rich  ̂
derived from the fame root, are I'lfed as initials 
or terminations to names o f diftinguilhed 
'eminence; -and here we tind .the prbbable ety
mon o f the Greek terms and ^px‘̂ Y» chief 
or governor W e are certain, h.6wever, that 
the ancient name' pf that race of kings, writ
ten' in Sanfci^eet bears as siear affinity to 
-the Gaulic JRo/, as that o f Ranna  ̂ a race ,of 
Indian queens, to the Spanifh* Renna, .and the 
Gaulic Rein', both ufed in exa6tly the f .̂me 
fignifi'catioiv tho'qgh in countries- Co extremely 
remote from each other. , ■ •

It is remarkable, that, the .Sanforeet word 
G a t e , or G.^u t , harrier or'ppjfage,̂  is to he 
found in the fame fenfe.ih Ramfgate as in 
Balagate, and the moft natural derivation I 
know for the vyord Age, is' the Sanlcreet Y u g , 
or Period.

The term D iv , in W elch, God, ’and in ' 
Cornifli, - D iu , is the very, fame wqrd ufed in

C 4 * India
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India fcir the celcftial deities, who are called 
Dives and Devatas j and the reader’s;furprize 
will, -perhaps, be not a little excited, when I 
inform . him that Colonel Vallanccy, well 
known for his refearches into old Irilh litera
ture, told Sir William Jones,-th?it Criflina, 
the name o f theJndian Apollo,-, is a6tually an 
oId_Irifli w^rd for_the S u n . *  It w ill not lefs 
excite that furprize fo hear, that, according 
to D r. Parfons, in His. Remains o f Japhet,-|- 
Colonel Grant was enabled,' folely by his 

knowledge o f  the, old Irifli Ignguage, to deci
pher the Thibetian characters on the Siberian 

•medal above alluded to, and the explanation 
p f wj;iich was given in the Indian Antiqui
ties.

or Bej, feems to have been equally 
khown as an appellative o f the. Sun in'Britain 
as in  A fia j for Toland, in hjs H iftory o f the 
.Druids, (and the fa6l has been lince confirmed 
to me, by inteliigenthatives, as well o f South 
aa-N orth  Britain,) tells us; that the fires 

 ̂ which flamed on May»evd at the top o f the 
( ancient Cam s, or Druid-heaps_of^ ftone, in

ConfuIt.Aliatic Ref?arctes, vol. i.-p> 262. 

f  Sep Parfons’s Remains of Japhet, p; 186.

honour

    
 



[ 4' I
honour of the Sun, were called B e a l t in e , 
or the fires o f .Belus.* The term D jutid it- 
felf is, doubtlefs, derived from the Celtic Dru, 
or Deru, an_oak j and it is remarkable, that, 
in  WeFch, Deruen and Derwen fliil prefer've 
the fame fignification. Thefe •particular ap
pellations immediately dire£i: our attention to 
the Sanfcreet name o f the-old Brahmins, o f  
the fofeft of Gandharvas, which occurs, fo 

,oFten in the Sacontala. "  W ho, like the cho
leric D ^ vasas,' has power to confume, like 
raging fire, whatever offends him ?” T he Der- 

vifh of the Eaft, therefore, and the Druid pf 

the W eft, are the Jame chara6ter, under names 
but little variM. Indeed Keyfler expreflly af
firms this j Sacerdotum genus apud Turcas ab an~ 
iiqwtjjimis temporibus confervatunt D ervi#, 
w /W V / D R U iD isi'f**  ‘ ; ‘ '

T he Auruna^ alfo, or day-ftar o f the In
dians, like the god Horus, or i ig ^  perfonified 
o f the Egyptians,, rnay be without 'violence 
derived, from the HebVe\y a u r , lux, of, i f  the 
reader pleafes, from or , gald, Adamj^fhe great 
progenit5or 6f mankind,' in Sir W illiam  Jones’s

Toland’s Hiftory of die Druids, p* 67. 

f  Keyfler’s Antiq[uit. Septentrion. f . 36..

opinion.
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opinion, may bê  found in the Sanfcreet Adim, 
-the f ir f t ; and N uh, or Noah, is plainly re- 
.cognized in their.celebrated Mefiu, who, after 
the flood, repeopled the renovated world.' In 

the name and hiftory o f Noah and o f his 
tliree fons.are precifely.the fame in the San- 
fc'reef as the Hebrew Bible. - In the andent 
geographical records o f  India, we find the 
whole country denominated" after Cufh, the 
eldeft fo n .o f  Ham, its dorneftic appellation 
being Cufha-Dweepa, and We kriow that • the 
inhabitants. o f  the'northern diftridt were an
ciently called Cuth^h ‘W e  find again Raa- 
mah, the fourth foh o f 'th a t  Ciifh, in the In 
dian Rama, renowned firft as a- conqueror, 
and afterwards as a god, throughout the 
wh'olei^xtent o f that vafl: region ; and w6 dif- 
cover his lafl: fon Nimrod,' or ;Belus, in  their 
Bali, the B aal. andv B el o f their  ̂neighbours. 
A  wery great.yariety o f ‘fimilar inftances, not 
on ly.in  the way 'of, flri)iing etymological de- ' 
dudtion, but o f diredl identity.in'pdrfon and 
.character, between the ancient heroes o f  thefe 
refpedlive nations, w ill hereafter be, noticed 
by me, ifvnqt in thefe pages, at lead: in the 
greater liiftorical work, which thefe various 
Di^iertations are intended to illuftrate.

A t
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A t prefeijt, k t ’ us return to Britain, and 

confine our inquiry to the ancient name o f 
thefe iflandsj a-fubjccl concerning wliich,, .two 
very Celebrated writers, .Carhdcn and Bochart, 
have advanced^.very oppofite opinions^ O p - 
polite, however^ as' thefe ppinipns appatently 
Ure, they inay'both have for their fupport a  
certain degree o f truth.

Camden ' co n ten d s,th a t Britain was To 
called, front britb^z. Celtic-word, fignifying 
painted\ and tain, -or tan,' a region. I f  Cam
den be right in  the former part o f  this alier- 

tion’, .in the preceding volumes o f  the Indian' 

Antiquities'fufficient evidence may be found 
that he is Ib as .to the latter part o f it. In the 
firft, dr geographical,..'Diflertation, in parti
cular, I  had occafion to remark, that,.in  iP^r- 

x̂zxi, i f i a n iy J ia n,  was. the name of a la n d ; 
or region^ as for inftance, in Chuziftan, the. 

. region of. C u lh j iii Hindpfian,’' the fegion o f  
the Hindoos \ in Multahi or ,Mallitan, <a pro
vince on the Indus, and meaning the ^cbuntry 
anciently poflelTed by the-Malli. T h is  tetm, 
therefore, o f  Perfian ■ Original; was brought 
by the Celtic - colonies into thefe wefiern xe- 

■ gions, and thus Britain, according to this 

writer, is the country o f the Brith; br painted

poepk;
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people, from 'W hich circumftance, probably, 
in  fdcceedihg times, the fame nation came to 
be denominated.by the.Romans, who tranfla- 
ted the term, Pi6ti, the PiSI:?,' or fainted peo'- 
plê r— The* learned.. Bochart,. .however, w hofe 
ft'udies were d irefted.to.the inveftigation o f 
^ oem cian  Aritiq.u'i.ties,. wliOx-grcat ingenuity; 
and very confiftently with the hypothefis lai(f 
down in  his Phaleg,' dertves the name,Britain 
from Baramhac, the land o f jin-,; and a> that 

was'a comn^lodity for whFch thefeiflands were  ̂

celebrated, in th eA hatic! worldj, i t  is by no 
means, improbable,, that th.e Ph'oeniciansi who 
traded to this part o f .the worldito obtain it, 
knew the ifland by that n'anje. ' T he Greeka 
afterwards, treading in the'(commercial flepa 
ofv 'that induftrious; and : adventdrohs JT̂ ce,- 
called it  after theni whence Britainr.
It'is'.natural to fiippafe, that the. produ6lion 
for which ah ifland Was famous ihould give ita 
name tdthe chuihtry that produced it, efpecially 
among a nation devoted' to cd.ramercc, and 
who probably‘ knew, nothing*, o f the people, 
or the ifland beyond the coaft-where the niines. 
were wrought, 'or the provinces immediately- 
adjoining. . T h e  Romans, whofe.aim in failing 
hither w as' conqueft. rather than, commerce,-

principally
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principally attended to the people, and im - 
pofed a name fomewhat conformable to their 
national habits, and adapted to ditplay their  ̂
ruling ^ropenfity.

I

S E C -
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S E C T I O N  II.

One great Tribe o f the ancient Indian Nation, 

being the immediate Progeny o f Cufr, •was 

'Called Cut bat, and ibeir Defendants brought into 

Britain the Cnthite Superjlitions. ■—  brief 
Summary of tbofe \SuperJlJttons as anciently

pra5Hfed in tbe 'B ritifi Ifes, —  Tbofe Superfi- 

tiom exhibit many evident Remains o f the .pure 

patriarchal Theology, blended with the Corrupt 

tions o f the Sabi an Idolatry, A  more parti

cular Account o f the Indian God Buddha, the 

Hermes o f Egypt, and the Mercury , o f , the 

Wejl. —  The AJJyridn and. Indian Belus the 

true Hercules o f, Antiquity, and the God Belen 

o f the Druids' proved, to be fo by- their B e a l ---
* ' • I

TINE, or Fires lighted in Honour o f Baal. —  

Various Eafern cbaraSlerific Defgnations and 

Symbols, o f Mercury, difeovered in Britain. — «

. The
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^he Woden s Day  ̂ or Dies Mercurii^ o f the 

Northern and^Wejlern Nations  ̂ the Dies Boodh 

o f In/ îa. —  Cubical Statues and Mercurial 

Heaps. —  'The letter T hau . —  'The Harp o f 

the Druids, —? ^he Lyre o f Hermeŝ  & c. & c.

—  H:e F ir ?t  o f  Î PikiLy an ancient Indian 

Fejlival. —  fh e  F iR st  o f  M a y , or the Day 

m  •which the. Sun enters the BulU an ancient 

"Phallic F efival immemorially prejerved in the 

Eajl. —  Relics o f thefe Fefhals^ and the Sports 

praSlifed- on them, ftilt prefer'ued in Britain,

—  A n extenfive Parallel drawn ■ bet'ween the 

religious Rites and c h it  Cufloms anciently pre^ 

valent in India  ̂ Britain^ and the Northern 

Empires o f Europe,

A f t e r  the general introduflory remarks 
in the preceding fe6lion, connected 

with etymology arid hiftory, we are now a- 
bout tojenter.'on the inveftigation o f more im 
portant points, arid to conlider t h e  r e m a i n s  

OF t h e  C u t h i t e  ̂ o r  a n c i e n t  I n d i a n ^

WORSHIP .JN THE BRITISH ISLANDS.
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I  have before obferved, that a part o f the 
Indian nation were anciently called Cuthaei, a 
name aflliredly derived from their great ancef- 
tor Cuth, or Cufli i afterwards they were 
called Cutheri j and the prefent Kuttry tribe, 
one o f the four great calls into which the na
tion was divided, are probably their immediate 
defcendants. It has alfo been obferved, that 
the refidence o f the Cuthsei was in the high 
northern latitudes o f India,' where, in fadl, 
Alexander found them j and it is probable 
they had wandered, as is ufual with infant 
colonies, from the cold and bleak regions in 
the immediate neighbouiiiood Of the Caucafus, 

to the warm and genial province? lying nearer 
the foiithern tropic. I have given a glimpfe 
o f the manners o f the gloomy Cuthite w or- 
Ihip, in which the ancient Indians were im- 
inerfed. I have fhewn that they delighted in 
the deep fhade o f trees o f gigantic growth j 
rocks o f immenfe -magnitude^j caverns o f the 
profoundeft depth; altars eternally fmoaking 

with the blood o f men and beafts, poured out 
in barbarous facrificc' to the evil dsemon; that 
in their facred ceremonies they ufed an infinite 
numbers of confecrated gfafles, cautioufly ga
thered under the benign afpedt o f fome parti- 

VoL. VJ. D cular
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cular pjanet, with more efpecial reference to 
that o f  the filver emprefs o f the night j that' 
their ablutions were innumerable} that they 
were converfant with the moft dreadful rites 
o f  magic, devoting their enemies to deftruc- 
tion with tremendous imprecations; that they 
believed in the tranfmigration o f the human 
fo u l; and were abforbed in aftronomical fpe- 
culations and phyfical refearches. In addition 
to thefc confiderations, when we advert to the 
univerfal veneration for ferpents in India, fo 
congenial with the /uperftitious reverence en
tertained by the Druids for the Anguinurn, or 
ferpent’s e g g ; when we recolle^l the facred 
ftafF conftantly borne by the Brahniins, fo fi- 
m ilaf to the confecrated wand, or magic rod, 
o f  the Druids ; their veneration for the cha- 
cra, wheel, or circle, which conffantjy adorns 
the hand o f Brahma, and was with the Druids 
alfo an emblem o f eternity j the foiemn rites 
o f  initiation adopted equally in the caves o f 
Elephanta, -and.the fubterraneous receffes o f 
Mona i the addiflion o f both to the folar 
worfhip, and their perpetual prefervation o f 
the facred fire in the depths o f thofc caverns ; 
and that, as the Brahmins were the firft and 
moft venerated tribe o f India, fo the Druids

formed
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formed the firft order o f nobility in Britain j 
when we recollect the profound reverence o f 
both for the white h^rfe q̂ f facrifice and the 
facred fteer, that were never to bear harnefs 
or yoke j their devotion to vaft pyramidal 
heaps o f ftones; and that the temples o f India, 
at leaft thofe o f the larger kind, are, for the 
moft part, uncovered, like Stonehenge; that 
the priefts o f each nation were, during their 
folemn rites, arrayed in' ftoles o f virgin white, 
and, alike, wore that lofty tiara, which may 
be feen on the h e^  o f ^ e  Perfiar^ Mithra, 
engraved in Hyde and Mountfaucon j when 
all thefe circumftance? are attentively confi- 
dered, it is impoffible to doubt, that, at fome 
remote period, the .two orders were united, 
or, at leaft, were educated, in the fame grand' 
fchool with the magi o f Perfia and the feers o f 
Babylon. Upon a few o f the more prominent 
features juft remarked, as having exifted be
tween the Brahmins and Druids, 1 Ihall pre- 
fently enter at confiderable length, bccafionally 

citing, as I proceed, the ancient claffical au
thors that treat concerning them, and thofe 
learned modern writers, whofe indefatigable 
fefearches have made us beft acquainted with 
that wonderful and fecloded /race o f  men.

' D z  But
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B ut let us here take a fhort retrofpeftivc 
view of the gradual lapfe o f mankind from 
the fublime purity o f the primaeval devotion 
in^o that abyfs o f idolatry in which a few 
centuries faw them plunged.

In the ages immediately fuccecding the ge
neral deluge, the memory of, that tremendous 
puniftiment in^ifted for crimes committed in 
the ante-diluvian world, undoubtedly for a 
long time, kept the j>riraitive race, who 
peopled Afia, fteady to the principles and 
pradfice o f  the virtuous branches o f  the fa
mily o f  Noah. In the line o f Shem and o f 
Japhet, it feems to be univerfally confefled, 
by Jjewifli as well as Chriftian divines, .that-tho 
do6frines o f  the true religion flouriflied un^ 
violated till the ambitious Nimrod, or Belus^ 
extending his dominion from Babylon through 
the neighbouring empires o f Afia, introduced, 
w ith  the arms o f  AfTyria, the Sabian,'or Chal^ 
daic, fuperftition, and polluted the altars o f 
the true G od with the idolatrous fires that 
burned to the hoft o f Heaven. A t whatfoever 
period, however, fuperflition was firfl propa*» 
gated, and debafed them, it is a fa6l not to 
be controverted, that thofe grand and efiential 
principia o f  all true religion,, the immortality

of
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o f the foul, and a firm belief in a fuprem<{ 
prefidihg Providence, formed the bafis equally 
o f the Brahmin and the Druid codes o f theoj 
logy. That they alfo believed in the doftrine 
o f the defeBion of the human foul from a ftate 
of original reftitude, its regeneration by penancê  
and final happinefs to be obtained by means o f 

 ̂ mediatory is evinced beyond the pofiibility o f  
doubt, by an attentive confideration o f the re
ligious rites and pra6lices prevailing among 
them.

In refpetSl to the firft o f thefe propofitions, 
a fupreme Deity and governing Providence are 
necelfarily fuppofed in the very formation o f 
every religious inftitution, As to the fecotid j 
their conviclion o f the immortality o f the foul 
is proved, not only by their general belief in 
its trahfmigration, but in the eagernefs, ahd 
often the criminal eagernefs, with which they 
fought death j the releafe of that foul from the 
prifon o f th e ’ body. In regard to tfie thu’d 
and fourth} their notion o f its defetlion is 

proved by the unexampled feverities o f difci- 
pUne and horrible penitentiary fufferings un
dergone by them: and their belief in the 
doftrine o f a mediatorial intercefllon by the 
fuperftitious reverence paid by them to <the

D  3 ' Sun,
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Sun, Moon, and other inferior-deities, whom, 
like their Sabiart brethren o f the Greater Afia, 
they confidered in the light o f  mediators, to 
waft their prayers, and render them acceptable 
to the throne o f divine mercy, as well as by 
their dreadful facrifices of human vidlims, in 
the imagined profpe^l o f propitiating the ven

geance o f incenfed Omnipotence. In _thcfe 
principles and in this condudl o f the Pruids 
we trace the evident rernains.of the two grand 
lyftems o f  theology, the pure and the de
praved, ,\yhich prevailed in the firft ages, and 
am ong the primitive race; the former inculca
ted by the virtuous father o f the renovated 
world} the latter introduced by Beliis, the 
impious parent o f the Sabian herefy} the one 
a fyflem o f beneficence and mercy, the other a 
fyfiem o f nefarious homicide. Men became 
more and more immerfed in thefe fuperftitious 
and bloody practices, as the traces o f the be
nevolent patriarchal religion were gradnally 
effaced from their mind^.} and although the 
Brahmins, and their pupils, the Pruids, while 
they praflifed the fanguinary rite, retained in 
memory fome traits o f tbeir original reference, 
this feems by no means to have univerfally 
teen the cafe. In general, the farther they

removed
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removed from the. immediate fpot on which 
the firfl: great interefting fcenes were tran- 
fafted, tliat is, Chaldaea, the theatre o f  re
novated nature, die very occafion o f thefe' 
barbarous inftitutions intended to purify man 
and appeafe his Maker, was obliterated from 
their minds. They continued to pra£fife 
them without knowing their allufion, and re
mained polluted with blood without even the 
confcioufnefs o f guilt, and without the pro- 
ipedt o f redemption.

The moft ancient Bel\is, "'above alluded to, 
whorri Cicero calls Hercules-Belus, feems to 
have been the great progenitor o f  the royal 
Balic line, who' eftabliihed themfelves ini 
Aflyria, Phoenicia, and India, and o f thofc 
colonies who, after their leader, were deno
minated by the Greeks Heraclida and Belida, 
T o  this great deified hero and our Celtic 
Mercury have been afligned, by the ancients, 
all tliofe renowned exploits which fortp the 
moft brilliant annals o f the iitfant world, 
and fwell the volume of its early hiftory. 

They were the indefatigable explorers o f the 
moft diftant regions o f the habitable g lobe; 
they were the intrepid chieftains who led the 
fueceflive colonies that iftued from the over-

P  4 charged
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charged plains o£ Mefopd^mia to riches and 
to glory. Concerning each o f thefc ifluftrious 
chacadlers 1  lhall have much hereafter to re- 
njark, but, with refpedt to Hercules-Belus, I 
think it proper, at this early period o f  the 
eflay, to flate, that to his comprehenfive hif- 
tory and important charadter ought to be re

ferred the far/greater part o f thofe heroic feats, 
that in fuch great profufion are heaped upon 
others who bear the diftinguiflied name o f 
Hj^cules. This Hercules, afterwards cano
nized and worfhi^ped _as the Sun, under the 
name o f Baal, becaufe probably he firft infti- 
tuted the lolar worfhip in Afia, ftands bn re
cord as the firft great navigator to the fhores o f 
Europe, and had a fplendid temple 'eredlcd to 
him at the mouth .of thofe ftraits, called from 
him  the Pillars of. flercules, as being the li

mits o f  his travels to the W eft. There, in that 
temple o f Gades, probably the firft Afiatic 
fuperftitions .were publicly performed in E u 
rope, whence they would naturally become 
ftill farther diffufed, as the Eaftern colonies 
were themfelves more difperfed over that con
tinent and the ifles- adjoining. But from theft 
general Iftridtures on the character o f Hercules 
and his worlhip, let us take a nearer retrofpedl

o f
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of the fage and fecluded inhabitants o f the 
groves o f Mona.

T h e Druids are, by Pliny and other w ri
ters, aflerted to have derived their name from 

an oak', but, as the order probably ex- 
ifted prior to the Greek term, and as it is not 
eafy to conceive whence the Druids in their 
caverns fliould have learned to talk Greek, it 
is fafer to derive it, as before intimated, from 
DRu, or DERU, an old Celtic word o f the 
fame fignification, whence, it is likely, the 
Greek was formed,

Strabo diftinguilfhes this venerable tribe o f 
philofophers into three claflesj Bâ Sot, bards, 
*OvccTeig, ftriftly priefts, and A^vt̂ xt, properly 
the facrificers under oaks.* Caefar, in his 
iixth book de Bello Gallico, has difcouried 
largely concerning thefe holy hermits and their 
religious inftitutions. T he whole o f his ac
count is too long for infertion in thefe pages ; 
but it  is very remarkable that he derives the 
Druids o f Gat^l from 'Britain, whereas the 

more general opinion among antiquaries is, 
that the Druids o f Britain were a colony from 
G aul. Among other points o f doflrine pecu
liar to them, he enumerates their belief in and

Strabo, lib. iv. p. 189.
inculcation
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inculcation o f  the immortality o f the foul, 
and its fuccefiive tranfmigrations through va- 
jious bodies; their myfterious magical rites; 
their theories o f the heavens, and the mo
tions o f the ftars j . their knowledge o f  the 
magnitude o f  the earth, and their profound 
fpeculations in phyfics, in morals, and in thei- 
logy.* W hen it is conlidered that all this ac
cumulation o f fcience was confined to one 
order, or fe£l, o f a nation, involved other- 
wife in the proioijndeft ignorance and barba
rity, there arifes ftill more abundant reafon to 
fuppofe that fcience o f exotic growth and that 
order o f foreign original.

-D r, Borkfe, author of the Hiftory and 
Antiquities o f  Cornwall, has devoted a chap
ter o f  that learned work to the confideration 
o f  the circumilanc^s fo remarkably fimilar be

tween the reii^ous rites o f the Britifh Dniids 
and the old Perfians. As, however, in the 

former  ̂part o f the Indian Theology, I have 
entered at great length into the fubjedl o f the 
Perfian worlhip, and have aUeady proved 
the near affinity which the Perfian relir 
gion, in many o f its* grand and leading 
points, bore to’ that eftablifhed in India,

* Csfar’s Comment, lib.iv. 9ap. 13.
and
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and as we have learned from Sir W.-Jones, 
not only that a race o f  Brahmins anciently 
fate on the throne o f Periia, b^t that nine, 
words out o f ten o f the o ld J P a ^ v i _dia- 
le6t are genuine Sa^creet; I  conceive that 
every frefh proof adduced by Dr. Borlafe, o f  
the ftriking fimilitude in the religious dodlrinea 
and ceremonies o f thefe diftant tribes o f  phi- 
lofophers, is an additional corroboration o f  
the hypothells, which aflerts them to be o f the 
ancient fchool o f the venerable Brachmans, 
and o f the fedl o f the elder B u ^ h a, becaufe 
they Venerated Mercury, and Buddha is X̂ ie 
Indian Mercury, honoured with the fame 
rites, and decorated’ with the fame fyra- 
bols.

Various writers alfo on Briti/h antiquities 
have judged, from a partial examination o f the 
Phoenician mythology, that the whole o f  the 
Afiatic fuperftitions imported into Britain 
were brought into this coimtry by a Phoeni
cian colony j but this decifion, 'though partly 

juft, becaufe colonies did undoubtedly in very- 
early ages migrate hither from Tyre, with 
poflibly a chief afluming the name o f Her* 
cules for their conduftor, fince Hercules 
Was thc^raUd agent o f antiquity on all thefe

occaTiohs,
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occafions, is not true in the extent Contended

I

for. It will be recollefted, that, at the remote 
period at which I fuppofe the firrt: colonics to 
have rnoved off from the great Tauric range, 
the whole mafs o f Eaftem fuperftitions was cou-k 
centrated in Aflyria, and that the Phcenician re
ligion, as well thofe parts o f it which were of a 
purer nature as thofe which were corrupted by 
the prevailing Sabian idolatry, was, with excep
tion to.a few local divinities, and peculiar rites 
afterwards adopted in Phoenicia, the eftablifhed 
religion o f  the higher A lia and the Brach- 
mans.

O f a great and comprehenfive argument, it 
is impoffible, confifttJntly with propriety in 
a mere Diflertation, to unfold more than a few 
leading traits j and thofe I fhall devolve in as 
much order as the inveftigation o f a,fubject 
fo remote, and,, in -its nature, defultory, w ill 
allow of. There are few fa d s in ancient hif- 
tory which can be fo clearly proved, as that 
the god Buddha, or Boodh, o f  the Indians, 
was the Oden, or Woden, o f the northern 
nations. The firft proof o f it is, that very 
curious circumftance with which the acquain
tance o f  M r. Halhed with the Sanfereet lan
guage enabled him firft to make his country

men
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men acquainted-; that the days o f the week, 
in India, are named after the fame planets to 
■ which they were affigned by the Greeks and 
Rom ans; and that B o o d h  w a r , or Dies 
Boocjh, is that fourth day o f the week, which, 
in our language, derived from the Cdtic and 
Getic, is denominated W o d e n  d i e s , that is, 
OderiSt or WodenSy Day  ̂ corruptly pronoun
ced Wednefday. The period in which • the 
Indian Boodh flourilhed, which was in the 
earlieft poft-diluvian age's, as well as his pla
netary defignation, and the aftronomical iym - 
bols with which he is adorned, evince him to 
be the fame identical perfon as the T au t o f 
Phoenicia, whom all antiquity, not dreaming 
o f  an Indian Boodh, with united voice, allows 
to have originally migrated from Phoenicia, 
and to have fettled in Upper Egypt. T au t, in  
truth, was no other than the elder Ilermes, or 
god Anubis, o f that country j and it w'as this 
exotic god-king, as I have elfewhere endea
voured to make fully evident, who caufed that 

’ moft ancient and fublime fymbol o f the T ri-un e 

Deity, the W i n g , the G l o b e , and the S e r 

p e n t , to be exalted on the lofty portals o f 
all the. Egyptian temples, as an eternal me
mento to revolving ages,- that fuch a patriar-*

chal
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d ia l notion o f  a diftindion in the divine na
ture did actually exift; and, where it now 
ftands, as m ay be feen in the correct and 
beautiful engravings o f Pococke and Norden, 
m any o f  them copied into the preceding vo
lumes o f Indian Antiquities. It was alfo this 
identical Taut, who, under that other name 
o f Hermes, inffruded the Egyptians in the 
elements o f aftronomy, mufic, and letters; 
and who, borrowed from the mythology o f 
thofe nations, under the later name o f  Mer- 

cuTjy was venerated by the Greeks and R o
mans as the God o f  Eloquence and Com* 
merce. T h a t in the mythologies o f  Alia
there ftiould have been two Boodhs and two/•
Hermes will not appear ftrange to thofe rea
ders who may reflect on the general preva
lence in the ancient world o f the doftrine o f  

divine and fucceflive emanations. Each was 

worfhipped as a deity, and each decorated 
with fimilar illuftrative infignia: for, it was 
the uniform fyftem o f the ancients, when 
they exalted to divine honours fome diftin- 
guilhed mortal, to inveft the deified perfon 
with the fymbols o f . the virtues and the 
fciences for which he was, when living, moft 
celebrated; while, in a conftant contempla

tion
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tion of, the allegorical and fpiritualized cha
racter, they forgot, by degrees, his tejreftial 
origin. Thus “ Hermes, having taught the 
Egyptians mufic, they gave him a teftudo, or 
lyre, a fymbol for ever occurring in the ca
verns o f the Thebais ; that teftudo afterwards- 
exalted to the Ikies for one emblem; while, 
for another, they gave him wings, and called 
him the Meflenger o f the Gods, either allu
ding to the rapid revolution o f  the planet that 
bore his name, or becaufe, as an aftronomer, 
he had explored the heavens, and revealed to 
man the fecrets of the Iky. In fa6f. Taut, 
Buddha, and, Hermes, are only the varied ap

pellations o f fome diftinguiftied charader, 

the immediate defcendant o f Noah, who ear- 
lieft cultivated the arts reviving'after the de
luge, and whoy leading colonies,to diftant re-, 
gions, diffufed the light of.fcience over the 
renovated globe. T o  this illuftrious chara^tefy 
as was before obferved in the cafe o f the A f- 
fyrian or Hercules, Belus, the founder o f >the 
race of the Heraclidae and the Belidae. the 
fevpral branches o f the patriarchal family laid 
claim âs a common anceftor; alTumed his, 
narne as the chieftain o f their tribe, regardeif 
him as their tutelary genius, and, in til? re-

- fpe^ive
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Ipe^Hvfe fyftems o f mythology inftituted a- 
mong them in  fucceeding ages, adored' him as 
a divinity.

I f  the reader Ihould be o f opinion, that the 
very remarkable circumftance, o f the famo 
planetary deity giving name to the fame day^ f 

. the? week in India and Britain, will not prove 
the abfolute identity o f Boodh, o f  W oden, 
o f  T au t, and o f  Hermes, let us go from 
Britain to Gaul, where another branch o f the 
great Celtic family fettled, for corroborative 
evidence o f  that identity, and we (hall find, 

in  the appellation o f  one o f  their chief deities, 
the very, title o f  the Phoenician and Egyptian 
god., T h e name o f T h oth  and T au t is found 
very little dilguifed in Theutates, though I  
own the benign charadler o f the Indian. 
Boodh, who forbade human facrifices^ is not' 
fo very apparent in that line o f Lucan’s 
Pharfalia,

» I — “  Imtnitis placatur fanguine diro 
T h e u t a t e s . ”  Lib. I. v.439.

T h e  circumftance, however, o f  the Indian 
god’s forbidding tfiefe cruel facrifices, is a 
proof o f  theii’ exiftence in the early period o f  
his re ig n ; and one or both o f the fubjoined

arguments
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arguments may be reafonably urged as 
liative for the continuance of a part o f his 
votaries in thefe nefarious rites, either, in the 
firft place, that they migrated before the order 
for their fuppreflion was publicly promulged j 
or, in the fecond, that the native Scy\tliian> 
ferocity, not being entirely fubdued by their 
commerce with the Brahmins and the gentler 
laws o f the mild Veefhnu, obftinatcly conti-. 
nued to pra6iife a rite fo congenial to the ori
ginal bent o f a martial and fanguinary difpo- 
fition. I f  after this any doubt fliould remain 
in tne reader’s mind concerning the identity o f 
the deity, let him advert to the fymbols which 
he bore, the mode by which the Druids re- 

prefented him, and to that peculiar allegorical 
delineation o f the doftrines which he taught 
the Oriental world in the figure o f  the orb, 
SERPENT, and WINGS, which is engraved in 
not lefs confpicuous chara6lers on the exten-1 
five plains of Abury, in Wiltfhire, than in the 
Thebais o f ancient Egypt.

Cffifar expreflly fays, that the p ruids wor- 
fliipped Mercury, and he doubtlefs afferted 
this from having obferved in ^^itain the' ufual 
fymbols with which Mercury was decorate^d at 
Rome, the winged with the ferpents 

V o L .y i .  . E  twined
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twined around it. But there was another 
! mode o f  reprefcnting Hermes among the Afia- 
tics, which was equally cuftomary among the 
D ruids; and it is a circumftance o f no fmali'  ̂ 4
moment in this argument. It was by a ftatuc 
called Ilerma, which was a fort o f  fquare or 

I cubical figure o f marble, or brafs, without 
arms or legs to complete the fimilitude o f 
either human or celeftial being. Thefe cubi
cal ftatues were, placed in the veftibules o f  
their temples, and were intended as exprellivc 
emblems o f the God o f Eloquence and T ru jh , 
fince they were polifiied fquares, on every fide 
equal, which way foever they were turned. 
Paufanias tells us, that the inhabitants o f  
Phares, in Achaia, round the ftatue o f their 
principal divinity Mercury, eredled, in, the fo
rum o f that city, thirty cubics o f  polifhed 
marble, in honour’o f  that deity, whofe fymbol 

was a cube:* and D r. Borlafe, fpeaking o f 
the veneration o f the Druids for the, cube, 
obferves, “  A  c u b ic w a s  their fymbol for 
Mercury, who, as the Mefienger o f the Gods, 
was efteemed the index, or fymbol, o f t r u t h , 
always like to itfelf, as it is w ith  a cu be .']-”

* Paufanias in Achaicis, llb.vii. cap. 22. 

^ Borlafe’s Autî uldes cf Cornwall,^; g2.
There
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There was another very remarkable fymbol 

o f  Taut, or Mercury, prevalent in Egypt as 
well as jn India. It was the letter T ,  o r , in 
other words, the crofs, or crux Hermts, in  
which form we find many o f the nwre ancient 
pagodas o f India, as Benares and Mattra, erect
ed ; and many o f  the old Egyptian fiatucs, as 
is well known to antiquaries, are reprefentcd 
bearing this fymbol in their Iwnd or on their 
breafts. D ’Ancarville, and the generality o f 
mythologifts, explain this fymbol as referring 
to the grols phyfical wor/hip to which the an
cients were fo greatly addifted, and as an em

blem o f Jupiter Generator, or the deity in his 

creative capacity, in ancient Egypt and India, 
and which M r. Bruce frequently met with in 
his travels through the higher Egypt and 
Abyffinia. I  have elfewhere obferved the very 
fingular manner after which the Latin Vulgatê  
and, according to Lowth, probably the ancient 
copies o f  the Septuagint, have rendered the 
original o f that palfage in Ezekiel ix. 4, J  
w illfet a mark upon their forehead'̂  rendering it 
in their verfion, I will mark them on the fore
head with the letter tau ; which affords room 
to fuppofe it was a fymbol o f 'a  more facred

E  2 import
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import than is generally imagined in the tarly  
patriarchal ages.

Now  it is a fa6t not lefs remarkable than 
well attefted, that, the Druids in their grovea 
were accuftomed to fele6l the. moil {lately 
and beautiful tree as an emblem o f  . the deity 
they adored; and, hav*ing cut off the fide 
branches, they, affixed two o f  the largeft o f  
them to the higheft part o f  the trunk, in ju c h  
a manner as that thofe branches, extended on 
each fide like the arms o f a man, together 
with the body, prefented to the fpeflator the 
appearance o f  a huge crofs; and on the 
bark, in  various £laces, was aflually mfcribCd 
the letter Thau. O n the right arm was inr 
fcrlbed Hefus, (their M ars,) on the left Bele-. 
nus, and on the middle o f the trunk T ha- 
iranis.*

T h e  teftudo alfo, or lyre o f  Hermes, fo 

congenial to the celebrated l̂ _arp o f the ancient 
Britains; that harp with which, Diodorus in
forms us, the Hyperboreans, in their ifland 
near G aul, perpetually chaunted the praifes o f  
Apollo, in a magnificent te m p le ^  a .circular

• Confult Borlafc, and the cxprefs authorities which he adduces 
for t;he truth of this curious fa£l, p. io8. ■

form,
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form, fiiould not be forgotten in this review 
o f  the parallel characters and fymbols o f H er
mes and o£3uddha. ^

From the whole weight o f evidence collected 
from the page o f hiftory, and from  the united 
voice o f  tradition, a'Cting together upon the 
mind o f  M . Le Clerc, ,one o f  the ableft my
thologies that ever wrote, it was that writer’s 
decided opinion, that the Theutates o f the 
Gauls, the Hermes o f the Greeks, and the 
Mercury o f the Romans, was the fame per- 
fon with the Thoth, or T§ut, o f Egypt j but 
a review of peculiar fymbols and circum- 
ftances above enumerated, and more efpecially 
his name being affigned to the fame day o f the 
week in the aftronomical fyftem o f all thefe 
refpeClive nations, feems to place the faCt be
yond future difpute. Whofoever o f  the N o- 
achidae, the original prototypal charaCler, o f  
which thefe are the varied-copy, might have 
been, his defignation in antiquity as the God 
o f Merchants and Travellers points him out as 
the conductor o f  colonies to d ilk n t regions, 
and the founder o f that comiqercial in te r- . 
courfe among men, which neceflarily refults * 
from extending the line o f civilized fociety,

E  3 T h e
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T h e learned Bochart, in his Phaleg,* llrongly 
contending that the Phcenician deity Hermes 
was no other than Canaan, the fon o f Ham,

, endeavours to prove this point from the very 
etymon o f ‘his name, for Cnaan, or Canaan, 
fignifies trader  ̂ which is the exa6l import o f  

the Celtic Merc, or Mercator. He explains 
the wings generally drawn and fculptured on 
the head and feet o f this Phoenician deity as 
allulive to the devotion o f that people to navi

gation and commerce, and fymbolical o f the 
f̂ails o f thofe fw ift veflels that wafted them, in 

queft o f  tin, to the rempte regions o f the 
Caffiterides, on the edaft o f  Britain. Founded, 
probably, on ancient traditions refpedling his 
umverfal agency in the poft-diluvian ages, was 
the plcafant Greek fable recorded by Lucian, 

in  one o f  his dialogues, who deferibes this 

deity as having ftolen the trident o f  Neptune, 
the arrows o f Apollo, the fwofd o f Mars, the 

forceps o f  Vulcan, and the girdle o f  Venus.-j- 
Indcpendently, however, o f  mythological 

Symbols and thofe religious rites, upon the 
difeuflion o f which I fhall enter at large in

# Phaleg, lib. i. cap. z, 

f  See the Dialogue of Vulcan et Apollo.

the
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the next fefHon, the hypothefis for which I 
contend is 'farther confirmed by the very 
ftrikihg firallitude o f certain civil feftive cuf- 
toms immeraoi’ially eftabliflied in' thefe iflands 
to thofe at this day fiourifliing in the Eaft; 
cuftoms o f  which the antiquary has in vain 
endeavoured in Weftern climes to explore the 
origin or account for the inftitution.

THE FIRST OF APRIL, OR THE ANCIENT FEAST  

OF THE VERNAL EQUINOX, EQUALLY OB

SERVED IN itJDIA AND BRITAIN.

-T H E  firft o f April was anciently obferved
in Britain as a high and general feftival, in 
whifch an unbounded hilarity reigned through 
every order o f its inhabitantSi for the fun at 
that period of the year entering' into the fign 
Aries, the new year, and with it the feafon o f 
rural fports and vernal delight, was then fup- 

pofed to have commenced. T h e “proof o f the 
great antiquity of the obfervance o f this an
nual feftival, as well as the probability o f its 
original eftabliftiment in an Afiatic region, 
arifes from the evidence o f fa£ls afforded us 
by aftronomy, which lhall prefently be ad-

E  4 duced,.

I
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duced. Although the reformation o f  the year 
by the Julian, and Gregorian calenders, and 
the adaptation o f the period o f its commence
ment to a different and far nobler fyftem o f 
theology, have occafioned the feflival fports, 
anciently celebrated in this, country on the 

firft’o f April, to have long fince ceafed; and 
although the changes occafioned, during a 
long lapfe o f years, by the fhifting o f the 
equino6lial points, have»in Afia itfelf been 
produdive o f  important agronomical altera
tions as to the exad  aera o f the commence
ment o f the year; yet on both continents fome 
very .remarkable traits o f the jocundity, which 

then reigned, remain even to thefe diftant 
times. O f thofe preferved in Britain,, none o f  
the leaft: remarkable or -ludicrous is that relic 
o f  its priftine pleafantry, tlie general pradice 

■ o f  making A p r i l  f o o l s , as it is called, on the 
firfl day '.of that .month 5 but. this Colonel 
Pearce, in a paper pu,blifhpd in the fecond vo
lume o f the Afiatic Refearches, has proved to 
have been an-immemorial cuftom among the 
.Hindoos, at a celebrated feftival holden about 
the fame period in India, which is called the 

iH u li feflival. I fhall infert the account in  
the Colonel’s own words: “  During the H u li,'

when
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when mirth aiid feftivity reign among H in
doos o f every clafs, one fubjeft o f diverfion is 
to fend people on errands and expeditions, 
that are to end in difappointmeht, and raife a 
laugh at the expenfe o f the perfon fent. T h e  
H uli is always in March, and the lafl day- is 
the general holiday. I  have never yet heard 
any account o f the origin o f this Englifh cuf- 
tom i but it  is unqueftionably very ancient, 
and is l l i l l ' kept up even in great towns, 
though lefs in them than in the country: with 
us, it is chiefly confined to the lower clafs p f  
people, but in India jiigh and low join in it, 
and the -late Suraja Doulah, I  am told, was 
very fond of making Huli fools; though he 
was a Muflulmari o f the higheft rank. They 
carry the joke here fo far, as to fend letters 
making appointments, in the name o f perfbns, 
who, it is known, muft be abfent from their 
houfe at the time fixed upon; and the laugh is 
always in proportion to the trouble given.”*- 

The lead inquiry into the ancient culioms 
o f Perfia, or the mifmtefl: acquaintance with 
the general aftronomical mythology of, Afia, 
would have taught Colonel Pearce, that the 
boundlefs hilarity and jocund fports prevalent

* Afiatlc Refearches, vol.ii. p*334-
on
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on the firft day o f  April in England, and du
ring the H u LI feftival o f India, have their 
origin in-the ancient praftice o f  celebrating 
w itli feftival rites the period o f the vernal 
equinox, or the day when the new year o f  

'Perfia anciently began. I have added, below, 

the order o f  the.Indian months, as they are enu
merated by Sir W illiam  Jones Kimfelf, in the 
Afiatic Refearches, and have added the Eiiglifti 
names o f  our correfponding months, and tran- 

flations o f  the Sanfe^eet appellations o f  the 

afterifms.

A fw in ,' April-, '
Carti, Ma-j j
Agrahayan, 'June \ 
Pau/h, July

M agh,
P ’halgunj

Chaitr,
Vaifac’h,

Jaifht’hi
Aihar,
Sravan,

Bhadr,

Auguji t T 
'September-, 
OStoher j 
Novemberii

/
December }1 
January; ! 
February j ?

M arch} J

Mefli,
Vrifti,
M it’hun,
Carcat,

Sinh, 
Canya, , 

T u la . , 

Vrifchic,

Dhah,
Macar,
Cum bh,
M in,

Ram. 
Bull. 
Twins. 
Crab, 4

Lion. 
Virgin. 
Balance. 
Scorp. 8

Bow. 
Capric. 
Aquar. 
Fijh. 12

T h e
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The Indians now, indeed, begin theii  ̂y^ar 

on the eleventh o f April, and the Perllans 
have adopted, in their civil concerns, the 
Mohammedan mode o f  computation; but| 
both nations probably, in the remote ages to 
which we allude, began their year when the 
Sun entered into the hgn Arie^, and the an»* 
den t Perfiad .coins ftamped with the head o f 
the Ram, which, according to D ’Ancarville, 
were offered to Gemfhid, the founder o f Per- 
fepplis, and firft reformer o f  the fblar year 
among the Perfians,* are an' additional de- 
monftration o f the high antiquity o f this 
fefHval. It is ftill obferved, in that country, 
under the title o f N auras, a word, which 
means, the firfl: day o f the year ; and in the 
** Ambalfador’s Travels,” the writer acquaints 
us, that Ibme o f their body being deputed to 
•congratulate the Shah, on the firft day o f  the 
year, ** they found him at .the palace o f  
Ifpah^n, fitting at a banquet, and having near 
him the M in a t zim , or Aftrologer, who rbfe 
up ever and anon, and taking his aftrolqbe; 
went to obferve the fu n ; and, at the very mo
ment o f'th e  fun’s reaching the equator, he

♦  See D’AncarvUle, vol.iii. p*U5 5 and Jones’s Short Hiilory 
ofPerfia, p.41.

publifhed
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publilhed aloud the new year, the commence
m ent o f  which was celebrated by the firing o f 
great guns both from the caftle and city walls, 
and by the found o f all kinds o f  inltru- 
ments/’*

T h e  Perfian and Tartar monarchs, fitting 
on the throne o f  India, ftill preferved invio
lable a cuftom which probably had its origin 
when the firft great dynafty o f the Pifhdadian 
line, o f which Caiuriieras was the head, ex
tended their fway over the greater part o f  

A fia, and we have aftronomical proof, that 
the vernal eqCiinox could- not have co-incided 
w ith  the firft degree o f Aries later, at leaft, 
than tw o thoufand five hundred years before 
C hrift, which might be the precife period 
when the firft '  colonies began to migrate 

fi’om Afia towards the weft, and very much 

builds up the hypothefis for which I contend, 
o f  the Englifl^being derived, from an Afiatic 
feftivaU T h a t  .entertaining and judicious 
writer, Sir Thomas Roe, was ambaflador 
from  our Court to >that o f Delhi* when the 
N auruz feftival was celebrated, there in  i6 i6 , 
and his account of it, as welUs that o f the cere-

Ambaflador’s Travels, p. 220. Edit, folio, 1662.

mony
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mony o f weighing the Mogul on his own birth- 

^day, are fo curious, and the tra6l itfclf withal fo 
fcarce, that I fliall be eafily pardoned by my rea
ders for prefenting them with an authenticated 
account o f  the unequalled magnificence o f  a 
court, once the moll fplendid and powerful 
in Afia, but now utterly degraded, and its 
pomp exti’nguiflied. T he feftival at Delhi 
lafted nine days, and a kind o f  fair, like that 
holden -at Venice during the carnival, and 
probably copied- from this ancient Eafterfi 
kind o f feftival, during the extenfive commer
cial intercourfe formerly carried on between 
the Venetians and India, feems to have heei> 
the principal amufement.

“  T he Nauruz, in India, is kept in imita
tion o f the Perfi.an feftival o f that name j and 
is celebrated after the, following manneri 
A  throne is erected four feet from tire ground 
in the court; i from the back whereof
to the place where the king, comes out, 
a fquare o f fiftyr’fix'j;?aces in length,' and 
forty-three in breadth, is railed in,, and 
covered with fair canopies o f cloth o f ^old, 
filk, or velvet', joii\ed together, and held up 
with -canes covered after the fame manner. 
The ground is laid with good Perfian carpets

very
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very large. Into which place come all the men 
o f  quality to attend the king, except fome 
few that are within a little rail right before 
the throne to receive his commands. W ithin 
this fquare there were fet out, for fiiew, many 
little ho'ufes, Orte o f them o f filv.er, and fome 
other curiolities o f  value. T h e prince-fultan 
had on the left fide a pavillion, the fupporters 
whereof were covered with filver, as were fome 
o f  thofe alfo hear the‘> king’s throne. T h e  
form o f  this throne was fquare, the matter, 
wood inlaid with mother-of-pearl, borne up 

w ith four pillars, ai?d covered with cloth o f  
gold. About the edge, over head, like a va
lence, was a net fringe o f  good pearl, from 
w hich, hung down pomegranates, apples, 
pears, and fuch fruit o f  gold, but hollow. 
W ith in  it, the.king fat on culhions Very rich 
in pearls and jewels. Round ^bout the court 

before • the throne, the principal men had 
erected tents, which encompafled the court, 
and lined them with velvet, damalk, or taffe- 
ty,' for the moft part, but fome few with 
cloth o f  go ld } into which they retired, and 
fat to jfhew all their wealthi F o r antiently 
the kings ufed to go to every tent, and take 
thence what they pleafed j but now it is'chan

ged,
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ged, the king fitting to receive wliat new- 
year’s gifts are brought him.” *

The new-born Sun, and the birth-day of 
the Perfiaii monarch, the fon of the Sun, and 
his reprelentative on earth, were feftivals at
tended with rites too fimilar not to be noticed 
in a work difcuffing the mythological antiqui
ties o f Afia, Nothing can be mqre brilliant, 
or m ore. truly detailed, than that feftival, as 
related by’ the fame author. It may ferve as a a  
awful leffoii to imperial: pride : for the gran
deur deferibed and the dynady.itfeJf are now 
annihilated.

** The, fecond o f September .was the king’s 
birth-day, and kept with great folemnity. 
On this day the king is weighed againft jew 
els, gold, filver, ftuifs o f gold, filver, and 
many other rich and rare .articles, o f dvery 
fort a little, which is all given to the Brah
mins, He was fo fplendid in jewels, that*I 
own in my life I never faw fuch ineftjmable 
Weahh together. The time was fppnt in 
bringing his greatetl; elephants before him- 
feme of which, being lord-elephants, had, their 
chains, bells,' and furniture of gold and filver.

See Sir Thomas Roe’i Journal apud Harris, vol.i. p- 650.

with
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with many gilt banners and flags carried about 
them, and eight or ten elephants waiting on 
each o f  them, fclothed in gold, filkj and fll- 
veh In this manner about twelve companies 
paffed by moft richly'adorned, the firfi: having 
all the plates on his head and breaft fet with 
rubies and emeralds, being a beafl: o f wonder
fu l bulk and beauty. They 'all bowed down 
before the king, making their reverence very 
handfom ely: this was the fineft fliew .of beafts 
I  ever faw. T h e  mogul, himfelf was fitting 
crofs-legged on a little throne, all covered with 

diamonds, pearls, and rubies. Before him a 
table o f gold, and.on it about fifty pieces o f  
gold plate, all fet with jewels, fome very great 
and extremely rich, fome o f  them of lefs va
lue, but all o f them almoft covered with fmall 
flones. His nobility about him in their befl: 
equipage/ whom he commanded to drink mer- 

„rily feveral foj;ts o f  wine (landing by.in great 
flaggons. O n ‘a fudden the king rofc, we re
tired. to the Durbarf and fat on the carpets, 
attending his coming out. N ot long after he 
came, and fat about half'an hour, till his la- 
dies at their door had- mounted their ele
phants, which were about fifty, all o f  them 
richly adornedi but chiefly three with turrets
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tiM their backs all enclofed with grates o f goldr 
wire to look through, and canopies over o f  
cloth o f filver. Then the king came dowii 
the flairs with fuch  ̂an acclamation of Health 
to the king I as would have out-roared cannon. 
A t the foot o f the .ftairs. Where I met him, 
and fliuffled to be next, one brought a mighty 
carpj another a difli o f white flu ff like flarch> 
into which he put his- finger, and touched, 
the fifh, and fo rubbed it on his forehead j a 
ceremony ufed prefaging good fortune., Then 
another came  ̂ and girt on his fword and hung
on his' buckler fet all over with diamonds and

1

rubies, the belts o f gold fuitable. Another 

hung on his quiver with thirty arrows, and 
his bow in a .cafe, being, the fame that was 
prefented by.the Perfian ambafiador. On his 
head he wore a rich turban with a plume o f 
herons’ feathers, not many, but long. On 
one fide hung a ruby unfet, as big as a ’waU 
n u tj on the other fide a diamond as large; in 
the middle an emerald like a heart, much 
bigger. His. flaff was wound, about with, a 
chain o f great' pearl, rubies, and diamonds, 
drilled. About his neck he wore a chain o f  
three firings o f mofl cxcellent.pearl,, the lar-̂  
gefl 1 ever faw. Above his elbows, armlets 

V oL .V I. F  fct
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fet with diamonds, and on bis wrift three 
rows o f feveral forts j  his hands bare, but al- 
moft on every finger a ring. His gloves, which 
.were E nglilh , ftuck undej* his girdle. His 
coat o f  cloth o f gold without flecves, upon a 
fine femainj as thin as lawn. O n his feet a 
pair o f bulkins embroidered with pearl, the 
toes iharp and turning up. T hus armed and 
accoutred he went to the coach that attended 
him, w ith his new Englifh fervant, who was 
clothed as rich .as any player, and more gaudy, 
andjiad broke four horfes, which were trap
ped and harnefled iii gold velvets. T h is  was 
the firft coach he ever fat in, made by that 
fent out o f  England, fo like that 1 knew it not 
but by th e  cover, which was aPerfian gold 
velvet. H e fat at the end, and on each fid# 
w ent tw o eunuchs, who carried fmall maces 
ofi gold let all over with rubies, w ith a long 

bunch o f  horfe-taif to flap th^ flies away. 
^Before him^ w ent drums, bafe trumpets, and 
loud mufic, many canopies, umbrellas, and 
other ftrange enfigns o f  majefty, made o f  
cloth o f gold, fet in many places with rubies. 
N ine led horfes, the furniture o f  fome g a r . 
niflied with rubies, fomc with pearls and eihe- 
rals, fome only with Huds enamelled. T h e

Pcrfian
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iPeriiati ambaflador prefented him with a boflb; 
Next behind came three palankins, the car-* 
riages and feet o f one plated with gold, fet at 
the ends ‘with ftones, and covered with crim-* 
fon velvet embroidered with pearl, and a 
fringe o f great pearl hanging in topes a 
foot deep, a border about it fet with ru--' 
hies and emeralds. ' A  footman carried a 
footftool o f  gold fet with ftones. T h e other 
two palanfcins were covered and lined only 
with cloth o f gold. N ext followed the E n - 
glilh coach newly covered and richly adorned, 
which he had given to Queen Normakally who 

fat in it. After them a third, in which fat 
his younger fons. Then followed about 
twenty elcphants-royal, led for him to mount, 
fo rich in ftones and furniture, that they 
glittered like the fun. Every elephant had 
fundry flags o f cloth o f  fllver, gilt fatin, and 
taffety.*‘<i*

T o  return from this ftiort digreffion to tho 
fymbols and monuments remaining in the 
Eaft plainly allufive to this feftivalr It, doubu 
lefs, arofe frOm this circumftance, that the 
ancient Egyptians, as Eufebius informs us, 
at Elephantine, vyorlhipped the figure o f  a

• See Sir Thoma* Roê a Journal, apud Harris, vol. i. p.

f’ * tnan
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man painted bluê  to mark his celeftlal origin, 
having thelhead o f a ram, and the horns o f a 
g ^ t ,.  which encompafled a difk, defignating 
hereby the folar and lunar conjundion in the 
lign Aries. This, in fadl, . is the true Jupiter 
Am m on o f  antiquity, whofe fymbol was  ̂ a 
rafuj and he was thus portrayed on the 
Egyptian zodiac long before the Greeks arro
gated to themfelves th^ honour o f being the 
inventors o f the aftfonomical afterifms.

D r. Stukely^ in his A buiy,' p. 68,, is o f opi

nion, that the four folar ingrefles into the 
cardinal points have been obferved as the fea- 
fons o f public facrificihg from the creation o f 
the world j and, in reality, hiftory acquaints 
us, that the four grand folemnities or gene
ral facrifices o f the Driiids were at the^equi-' 
noxes and the folftices. None, however, 

was celebrated with greater feflival pomp than 
the vernal equinox, for it was at that period, 
the firft o f  A pril, old ftyle, that the Arch- 
Druid, arrayed in.’ftple, o f virgin white, to de
note unfuHi^d chaflity, the faci ed anguinum  ̂ or 
druid-egg, inchafed in gold, fufpended around 
his neck, bearing "in one hand the myftical 
rod or flaff, equally ufed by the Brabmins o f 
India and the M agi o f  Ferfia, and elevating 

■ ' in
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in the other, the golden fickle, ifTued forth id 
folemn proceffion to gather the facred, won
der-working, all-beaUng m i s l e t o e  from its 
parent oak; under the expanfive (hade o f  
whofc branches the vidtims were facrificed, 
and the feftive rites commenced. Knowing 
the veneration e,ntertained in India for the 
bovine fpecies, we could fcarcely believe, that 
a race, defcended, as I contend,- from the Brah
mins, or at lead: educated in the fchool o f 
Brahma, could then immolate, as .was the 
conftant cuftom of the Druids after gathering 

,the mifletoe, two white bulls that had never 
borne the yoke, did we not know that both 
the Brahmins and the Perfians were anciently 
addidled to the G omi^jha JuGj orfacrifice of 
the bull, in honour of the Sun. Nor can we 
wonder that the mifletoe, thus gathered, was 
afterwards offered to Taranis, or Jupiter,5 
that deity who was .fuppofed to prefide in 
Aries, as the guardian genius of the conftelr 
lation, and whofe fymbol, „we have juft obfejf- 
ved, was the ram.

Mr. Volney, with that determined fpirit o f  
fcepticifm which diftinguifhes his writings, 
contends, that the feaft of the. Jewifli paflbver, 
when the Pafchal lamb was facrificed, dsriveft

F 3 ’ ,its
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its real origiii, not from  the awful event re
corded in Scripture, but from the ancient 
Egyptian cuftom o f obferving with feftival 
rites' the period when the Sun arrives at the 
equinoctial line; and the Hebrew word p a s c h a , 

w h ich  certainly iignifies paJfagCt he interprets 
as deferiptive merely o f the Sun’s paffing 
from  one hemifpherc into the other. T h e 
ancient Jews and. their modern 'defeendants 
undoubtedly kept, and do keep, this mofl: fo- 

lemn feftival at the vernal equinox, beginning 

i t  pn. the evening o f the fourteenth o f  the 
m onth N ifan, and continuing it  in M arch, 
for feven days afterwards, including the 
tw entieth, on which day the Sim a6lua|ly 
reaches the equinoctial hne, but, indepen
dently o f  the folemn affeveration o f  H oly W rit 

as to  the origin and defign o f  the paflbver, 
the national records o f the Hebrews, and their 
continued obfervation. o f it  during fo many 
ages, with rites peculiar and appropriate to 
the profeffed intention, rites not otherwife to 
be accounted for, are unanfwerable proofs o f  
the divine origin o f  that inftitution among 
them. W ith  equal confidence and impiety 
he difioris the exprefiions, fo often occurring in 

♦ Scripture, o f the Lam b o f God̂  o f the coming o f

the
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tlie Redeemer, and the regenerator o f a fallen 
world, referring them to an aftronomical origin, 
and the millennium o f Chriftians to that au- 
fpicious period when the grand a’rroxarotgxTii 
ihall take place j after the 5 un fliall have tra
velled through the zodiacal afterifms^ and be
gin the new Annus Magnus in the firik degree 
o f the fign Aries.

There is, alfo, another annual feftival, ce
lebrated on the fame day in both 'countries, 
which opens a not Icfs extenfive and curious 
field, for inquiry j and as “the inveftigatfion 
will lead to a difplay o f Oriental manners, 
founded on aftronomical fpeculation, I  ihall 
difeufs the fubje£t at fome length.

This feftival was obferved with ceremonies 
wonderfully fimilar in countries fo remote as 
Britain and India 5 for although I do not re- 
colle6l that the facetious M r. Knight has ta
ken notice o f a circumftance that fell fo im
mediately within the fpherc o f  his profound 
lucubrations on a certain worlhip, which he 
has difeufied fo amply, yet the reader may reft 
aflured, that, on the F irst o p  M a y , when- 
the Sun enters into the fign Taurus, Englilh- 
men unknowingly celebrate the Phallic feftU 

val of India and Egypt, and he will, perhaps,
F4 be
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l)e ’ convinced o f  this, when he fhall rccollc£b 
yvhat was intimated in page 312, vo l.ii, o f 
the Indian' Antiquities, that the Greek word 
(paXXos fignifies a poky and the fplendid.deco-i 
ration o f . golden crowns, which,, foraewhat 
after the .manner o f the gilded falvers and 
tankards fulpended around the Englilh pa
geant, adorned that âXXoqy anciently diC» 
played to public view in the Egyptian feftival 
there alluded to.; Fai^-be it from me to im-̂  
peach the unfullied mbdelly o f  the, chafte 
Britifli, vifgin,, that- with her. gay lover on 
that happy day, when the Sun,-, the bright 
prolific .fource o f  generation, with . renovated 
vigour enters into the fign Taurus, the em-» 
blem alfo on earth o f  'vigour - and fertility, —  
far be it  from the..t6- .call the blufh^pf fliame 

into I her blooming cheek,, yet Hiftoriq truth 
compels me to acquaint'her, that; while, with 
her delighted lover, fhe glides in the ma?y 
dance around the elevated fymbbl o f  the pro* 
dudUve en ergy,o f nature, fo richly bedecked 
w ith  flowers and garlands,, fhe perform^ the 
part, qnd renovates, .in Britain, the worfliip 
and' rites, p f the anqient (pĉ xxofepcii. Lovely 
unfufpedting damfelsl purfue. your innocent 
fports unabafhed, and, continue tp p jp y  iu

your
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your happy ignorance pleafures denied to mindt 
inore refined and fcrupulous.

THE. FIRST OF MAY EQUAI,I,Y REGARDED A? 

A PHALLIC FESTIVAL IN INDIA AND IÎ  

5AITAIN,

W H E N  the. reader calls to mind what has 
already been Obferved, that, owing to the pre- 
ceflion o f the ^quinoxeis, after the rate o f 
feventy-two years to a degree, a total altera

tion h as. taken place through all the figns o f 
the ecliptic, infomuch that thofe ftars which- 
formerly were in Aries have now got into 
Taurus, and thofe o f Taurus into Gemini j 
and when he conliders • alfo the difference be
fore-mentioned, occalioned by the reform o f 
the calendar, he will not wonder at the dif- 
agreement jthat exifts; in refpedl to the exa6t 
period o f the year on which the great feUi^ 
vals were anciently kept, and that on which, 
if\ imitation- o f prim eval cuftoms, they 'arc 
celebrated by the moderns. Now the vernal 
equinox, after the.rm e o f that preceffion, 
certainly could not have coincided with the 
firf  ̂ of lefs th^ii four thoufand years be--

fore
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fore Chrift, which nearly marks the «ra o f 
the creation, which, according to the beft and 
wifeft chronologers, began at the vernal equi
nox, when all nature was gay and fmiling, 
and the earth arrayed in its lovelieft verdure, 
and not, as other? have iniagined' at the 
dreary autumnal equinox, wheii that nature 
m uft neceffarily have its beauty declining, and 
that earth its verdure decaying. I  have little 
doubt, therefore, that M ay-day, or at leaft 

the day on which the Sun entered T au fu s, 
has been immemorially kept as a facred feftival 
from  the creation o f the earth and man, and 
was originally intended as a memorial o f that 
aufpicious period and that momentous e- 
vent.

Independent, however, o f  any particular 

allufion to that primseval event, which, after 
all, is' but conjetSlure, the bull being in the 

Eaft the univcrfal emblem o f the fupreme ge

nerative power that made the world, the pe
riod o f the Sun’s ingrefs into that lign could 
fcarcely fail o f being regarded with peculiar 
honours by a race involved in the depth o f  a 
grofs phyhcal fuperftition and devoted to the 
Phallic worlhip. O n the lofty eminences o f 

the Cam s, that were extended in a line over

the
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the whole coaft nea^which the Druids refided, 
and which were confpicuoufly raifed in light 
o f  each other, it was their cuftom, on M ay- 
eye, to light up prodigious fires which illu
mined the whole region round about. Thefe 
fires were in honour o f Beal, or Bealan, the 
Irifli and Celtic word for the S u n ; and hence 
it  arpfe, that Bealteine is Hill ufed for May- 
day by the Highlanders o f Scotland.

T w o  o f thefe fires, according to Toland, 
were kindled on May-day, in every village o f 
the. nation, between which the men and 

beafis to be facrificed were obliged to pafsj 
one o f them being kindled on the Cam , and 
the other on the grqund.* Thefe fires were 
fuppofed to confer a fanflity upon thole 
paffed through them, as was the intention in  
the rites o f Mithra, when the candidate^for 
initiation was alternately plunged in baths o f  
fire and water at once to try his refolution, 
and to purify him j a word derived from this 
very cuftom, for is the Greek term for fr^ . 
The ancient and barbarous cuftom o f the 
Phoenicians in. .making their children pafs 
through, the fire to Moloch, is by this prag-

* Hift-of-the Druids, vol.i; p»7f*

tico
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.recollections -dnci, as we know that they wor- 
fhifjped the Sun under the title o f  Molocli, 
fo  we are as‘ certain that that worfliip and 
this rite were derived to therh from' their 
Eafterri ancieftors.

On the general devotion o f  the ancients tb 
the worfhip o f  the Bull I have had fr^ u en t 
occafion to remark, and tnore particularly iit 
,the Indian Hiftory, by their addiction to it at 
that period,

Taurus,
-^pcrit cum cornibus annum

when the b u l l  with his horns opened the 
vernal year.” I obferved that all nations feem 
anciently to have vied with each other in cel(?- 

brating that blifsful epoch j and that the mo

ment the Sim entered'the fign Taurus, were 
difplayed the' fignals o f triumph and- the in
centives to palTion; that memorials o f the 
univerfal' feftivity indulged at that feafon are 
to be found in the records and cuftoms o f 
people otherwife the moft oppofite in manners 
and. the moft remote in fituation ; I could not 
avoid confidcring the circumftance as a ftrong 

additional proof that mankind originally de

fended
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i^eiided from one great family, and prooeeded 
to the feveral regions in which they finally 
fettled from one common and central fpotj 
that the Apis, or facred balj  ̂ of Egypt> wa -̂ 
only the fymbol o f the in the vigour o f 
vernal youth j and that the bull o f Japan, break
ing with his horn the mundane egg, was evi
dently connected with, the fame bovine fpecies 
o f fuperftition, founded on -th e mixture of 
aftronomy and mythology.

It is remarkable, that one o f the moft fo- 
lemn feafls o f -the Hindoos, called that o f 
AUruna, the day-ftar, falls on the lixth day 
o f the new moon in May, and is dedicated, 
fays M r. Holwell, to the Goddefs of Genera
tion, ' who is worfhipped when, the morning 
ftar appears, or at dawn o f day, for the pro
pagation o f children, and to remove barren- 
nefs. On this day, he adds, prefents are. 
ufually made by parents to their fons-in-law, 
in token probably of the holy.nuptial rite, 
and the day ends with a banquet. This an
cient cuftom of making prefents to friends, 
and relatives, and greaf men, on the firft day 
o f the new year, has defcended down to our 
own times, and the new-year's g ift exhibits to 
US another remnant o f Afiatic hilarity iinita-

ting
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ting the bounties o f  nature at the vernal fca- 
fon.

T h e  fame Colonel Pearce, before cited, in 
a  letter publilhed in the Aliatic Refearches, 
thus defcribes the annual Indian feftival holden 
on the firft o f M a y ; “  I  beg leave to point 
out to the fociety that the Sunday before iaft 
was the feftival o f Bhavani, (a perfonification 
o f  vernal nature, the Dea Syria o f  Chaldea, 
and Venus Urania o f Perfia,) which is an-* 
nually celebrated by the G o pa s  and all other 
Hindoos, who keep horned cattle for ufe or 
profit. On this feaft, they vifit gardens,, c- 
re£t a in the fields, and adorn it with 
pencfants and garlands. T h e  Sunday before 
laft, he adds, was our firft o f  M ay, on which 
the fame rites are performed by the fame clafs 
o f  people in England, where it is well known 
to be a relic o f ancient fuperftition. It ftiould 

feem, therefore, that the religion o f the Eaft 
, and the old religion o f Britain had a ftrong 

affinity.” *
M r. Finch, too,*f* fpeaking o f  the great 

Meydan or fquare o f  Surat, defcribes what he

• See AHatic Refearclieg, voI.ii< p-333*

^ See Ms Travels in Harri».’s CoUedUon, V0l.i. p. 84,

calls
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calls a tall M a j^ o le  iii the centre, round  ̂
which, he fays, the Hindoos make their paf- 
time on the great feftival-days.

T o  fatisfy ourfelves that the race who ere<5l-. 
cd the llupendous circular temple o f Stone
henge were a tribe o f  Brachmans, of the feiSl 
o f  Boodh, we have only to call to mind the • 
peculiar predominant fuperftition o f that 
tribe, which, according to Lucian, was the 
adoration o f  the Sun, as a fecondary deity, in 
a circular dance, expreflivc o f  his fuppofed. 
revolution; and to attend to the mode after 
which that feft principally reprefented their 
favourite deity.

I  have elfewhere obferved from Vitruvius,' 

that, in conformity to a notion o f  the an-* 
cients, when creeling temples to the pagan 
deities, that the properties and functions o f 
the obje61: adored fhould be attended to, all . 
the temples to the Sun, the Moon, and the / 
other planets, were built in a circular manner '̂ 
becaufe ihofe orbs perpetually revolve in vaft 
circles. Now Diodorus Siculus informs us, 
that there was an ifland beyond Gaul, as large 
as Sicily, in which the Hyperborean racei 
adored Apollo in a circular temple, confider-

ablc
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at)le for its fize and riches.* ** B y Apofld,’  ̂
lays one o f  the beft, but not the pureft, writer 
o f  mythology in the prefent agCj “  in the 
language o f the Greeks o f that day, can be 
meant n9 other perfonage than the Sun j”  and 
he thinks the ifland c^n be no other than Bri

tain, which might be know n to the Greeks.by 
the vague reports o f  Phoenician mariners. 
T h e  drcumftance o f its being thus particu
larized, M r. K night thinks, is a convincing 
proof o f  the magnitude and celebrity o f this 
jftruflurej and he is o f opinion, .that StoNE-. 

HENGE was. the identical temple here alluded 
to . T h is remark o f M r, K night is perfedly 
congenial with my own fentiments on the 
fubject,. and I mean in a future page to give 
the whole paflage, at length from Diodorus, 
w ith fuch ftridlures upon what precedes ̂ nd 
and follows it as I conceive will place the fadt 

beyond .difpute. T h at Gentleman’s confe- 
quent obferyation that the large obelilks o f 
Itone, found in many parts o f  the North, 
fuch as thofe at R u d sjo n e , defcribed in thp 
fifth volume o f the Archsedlogia, and thofe 
near B u rro u gh brid g e , delineated in Stuke-

Diodorus Siculus, lib. ii. p. 1301

1 ^ ’s
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ley’s Itinerary, and now called the Devif'd'dc^ 
rows* are veftiges o f the fame religion, is 
made with equal judgement j-and evinces the' 
writer’s intimate knowledge of the earlieft 
fuperftitions o f  the Eaft.*

T hat the Druids not lefs than the Brach- 
mans adored the Sun in a circular dance, is 
not only evident from the following paflages 
in Athenaeus and Pliny, but frona many o- 
thers in Toland’s Hiftory o f the Druids, and 
may be proved from fimilar pradlices a f  this 
day exifliing in the Hebrides, and many places 
where thole Druids took up their favourite 
though fccluded refidence. Athenseus tells us 
that the ancient Gauls, “  when they wor- 
fliipped their gods, turned round on the right 
hand,”-|- imitating thereby the apparent mo-, 
tion o f the heavens from eafl: to weft, and 
the radiant march o f the ftars. Pliny con
firms this account, by expreflly faying, ** that 
the'G auls, contrary to the pradtice o f the. 
Romans, who were accuftomed in their devo
tions to turn the body quite round from left 
to right, imitating thereby the courfe o f the 
fun and planets, always tqrned round the

* Mr. Knigiit on the Phallic Worlhip, p- 

J- Athensus, lib.iv. p. 15 a. -

VoL. VI. G  to d y .
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in adorando, from right to  left.’’'* 
W hen you worfhip the gods, fays Plautus, 
woufhip tbrning to the fight hand. St deos 

falutas dextrovorfum cenfeo.'f It is a curious 
fa£l, and by no means to be omitted in this 
place, that the ancients, not lefs than the mo
derns, riiade the feftive goblet circulate ac
cording to the courfe o f the fun, o f .which 
mo ftronger nor more authentic teftimony 
need be brought than that o f  old Isomer 
himfelf, who deferibes the immortals as quaff
ing their ne(5lar in this order j. for Vulcan, 
when he carries the goblet round, goes round 
sv̂ £̂ ioi,X the right hand, not merely with 
dexterity, or nimbly, as the tranflators ren
der it, but to imitate the coiirfe o f  the planet 
who matures' the genial grape. Had Pope 
been like Homer, vinofus  ̂ he -.would have 

noticed th is; but Pope was not celebra

ted for his hofpitalities.
For .the fuller information o f  the reader oil 

this fubje6t, I muft beg his attention to the 
follow ing'account o f  the facred aftronomical

’♦  Plin. Hift. Nat. lib.xxviii. cap, 2. 

t  Plautus, afl; i. feene i. verfe 70. - 

t Homcri Iliad. Eb. i. v. 597̂
dance
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dance o f  the ancients in a former volume.'
** Befides thefe dances, there exifted ia  .anti
quity a folemn and meafured dance, more 
particularly inftituted by the aftronomical 
priefts, which imitated .the motion o f the fun 
and planets, in their relpeftive orbits. This 
dance was divided into three parts, the Jlrophê  
the antijlropbe, and that ^hich was called 

Jlationaryt or flow ,and fcarcely-pcrceptible 
motion before the altar. In the flrophc, they . 
danced from the right hand to the left, by 
which motion, Plutarch is o f opinion, they 
meant to indicate the apparent motion o f 
the heavens, from eaft' to w eft: in the anti- 
ftrophe'j they moved from the left to the 
right, in\allufion to the motion p f the pla
nets, from we'ft to e^ft j and, by the flow, 
or ftationary, 'motion before the .altar, the 
permanent ftability o f the earth. It was in 
the laft lituation that the or ode .after
the dancey was fung. I  cannot, however, 
avoid being o f  opinion, that the ancients 
knew fomething more pf the true fyftem o f 
aftronomy than this, and that, by. the: flow 
ftationary, or hardly-perceptible, motion be
fore the altar, they intended to denote'either

G-2
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.the revolution o f tl\e earth upon its axis, or 
elfe the folftitial period.”

T h e R a a s  J a t t r a , or circular dance, o f  
the Indians, an account of'w h ich  follows the 
■ above quotation, w ill demonftrate the truth 
o f  Lucian’s aflertion in regard to its exiflence 
ambhg the Brachraansj and how much the 
X)ruids were devoted to this fpecies o f  worfhip 
^we (hall prefently learn* from the proofs ad
duced, as well from ancient as modern times, 
in ' the page o f  their hiftorian, M r. T o - 

.land.vz'
In  the ifles o f  Scotland, he informs us, at 

this day the’ vulgar iVill ftiew a great refpedt 
for the Druids’ houfes, and never come to 
the ancient facrificing and fire-hallowing 
earns, but they walk three times round them, 
from  eaft to weft, according to the eburfe o f  

the fun. T h is  fandtified tour, or round by 
the. South, is called D ^ ed^  as the unhallowed 
contrary one by the north T uapholL T h e fir ft 
is derived from JDrjr, or Jpefs, the right hand, 
and S d l, one o f  the a n ^ n t  n ^ e s  o f  the 
S u n : the right hand in this round"~hegin 
ever next the earn. T h e  Proteftants in the 
Hebrides 'are almoft as much addi£led to the 

Ik ife a l as the Papifts; hereby it may be feen
how
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how hard it is to eradicate inveterate fuperffi- 
tion. T h is  cuftom was ufed thi’w  thoufand 
years ago, and very probably long before, by- 
thelr"anceftors the ancient Gauls, o f the (ame 
religion with themfelves.*

T he fame author acquaints us that the in-- 
habitants o f  Lew is, one p f the largeft o f the 
weftern ifles, ftill prafHfe this circular fpecies 
o f  worfhipj bowing three times, and repeat
in g three Iblemn prayers, as they morning' 
and evening go in*proceflion round the chapel 
in which their devotions are performed j and 
that the common mode o f paying refpeft' and, 

homage to benefaftors and'perfons o f emi
nence, and dignity, ithroi^ghout thofe iflands, 
is three times to turn round them funways, alt 
the while bicfling them and invoking heaven 
in their favour.-f*

W e come now tô  confider'after what pecu
liar manner the fe6l.deyoted to Buddha repre- 
fented this their favourite, deity,: which w« 
lhall find to be exadtly after the manner in 
which the Druids imaged their deity.

*  Toknd’s Hiftory of the Druids, p. lo8. 

t  Ibid, p, ii8.

G 3 I f
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I f  the reader w ill be pleafed to revert to my 
concife account, o f  the fuperftition.of Boodh 
in a preceding yolume o f Indian Antiqui
ties,* he w ill there find, that, in the Indian 
peninfula, this deity was reprefented by a ftu- 

• pSndous fione idol, .called the Sommonaco- 
poM, and that his followers took delight in 

ere<5ing to Jiis honour ** temples and high 
monuments, as if ,” fays M r. K nox, in his 
account o f Geylone there cited, “  they had 
been ^ o rn ’ folely to; hew vrocks an4 huge 

Hones, and lay them up in heaps.” H e has 
been likewife informed, from Nordenj that 
the Egyptian priefts refided near the pyramids 
in  fquare Hone cells j and from M . L e  Loubere, 
that the priefts o f  B oodh, in  Siam> a fuppo- 
fed .colony from Egypt, refided in a kind o f  
convent, conlifting. o f many little cells, ran

ged in within a large fquare inclofure, in the 
middle o f  .'which flood the temple. H e then 

adds,, certain pyramids Hand near and quite 
round the temple.'f'

O f that fecluded race o f  men, who lived in 
the hallowed groves and caves o f M ona, and

»» volume towards the comteencetoent.

•j- Ibid.
creeled
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cre6led the ftupendous circular ftru<^urc and 
the lofty obelifks above referred to, can any 
defcription be more pointedly pidlurefque? 
But let us inquire more .particularly • what 
opinion the Indians themfelves entertain o f  
their god Buddha. W hat was the exa^t pe-* 
riod in.which he lived? W hom  did he mar

ry? Where was he born? Whence* did he 
come ? >

I am aware that Ktempfer. fpeaking o f  
Buddha boldly alFerts him to be the,fame'with 
the renowned Budia -Sakia, whole* prielfs, 
when Cambyfes ravaged Egypt, were driven 

from that deColated country into every region 
that would afford them ftielterj who, it is 
faid, introduced their idol into  China, under 
the fqftened name o f Fp, frnce the inhabi
tants o f that vaft empire, having neither B  nor 
D  ill their alphabet, could not pronounce the 
former harfli appellative j who gave their god 
Sommonacodom to.the^Siamefe; and who, by 

the (hips o f the Phoenicians, liiice the com

merce o f  that people with B ritain  for their 
envied tin was about that time' in its fulleft 
vigour, might eafily find a paffage into this 
country. By the form er fu^fiofitlon, the 
original occafioa o f introducing the ancient

G  4 Qriental
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Oriental fuperftitions into Britain is indeed in 
feme degree accounted for; but, in that cafe, 
the priefts o f  M ona Ihould be defeendants b f  
the old Egyptians, with whbm, though in 
fome general points o f their religion they may 
agree, yet to whom, in many o f their parti

cular ceremonies  ̂ and more diftinguilhing 

tenets, th ey' ate dlredtly oppolite. But be» 
fides this glaring incongruity and innumera*^ 
ble -ptber abfurdities in this hypothecs,, the 
a ra  afligned for the firft planting' o f the 
Afiatic fuperftitions in  Europe is far too late 
in the annals o f time. W e know that the Druid 
fyftem o f  religion, long before' the time o f 
CkmbyTes, had taken deep root in the Britifti 
ifles. . T h e  Budia Sakia mentioned by Kgemp- 
fer was dqubtlels the fecond Bhood, the ufur- 

per o f  the honours o f  the firft, who, in 

was one o f the moft renowned o f the Indian 
A v a t a r s , and a brilliant incarnation o f the 

t>eity himfelf.  ̂ T h e Druid doflrines and man
ners are not o f  an Egyptian ftam p; they are 
altogether thofe o f the patriarchal ages, and 
have a. ftriking affinity to  thofe o f  the Scy- 
’thian and Qelto-Scythian tribes,^ \vho, in 
different, but all remote, geras, defeending 
from that great hive, or, as it has been em

phatically
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phaticaliy^ called, that forge o f  mankind, the 
Northern Alia, conquered Denmark, N orw ay, 
Sweden, and deluged the half o f  Europe w ith 
a  new and hardier race o f  men. T he Scan
dinavian hiftorians have recorded thefe inva- 
fions ; and the conquering chieftain, or rather 
God in human form, according to the Hin
doo fyftem of- fucceffive incarnations of. the 
Deity, who led the firft legions from  the 
overcharged plains * o f Scythia, bore 'the- 'Re
nowned name o f W oden.

Monfieur M allet, previous to. his H iilory 
o f  Sweden, prefented his patrons with a work- 

which he.entitled A'ntiquitates'Scptentrionales, 

or Northern Antiquities  ̂ and I have prefented 
mine with a work, which I have entitled In
dian Antiquities. However different in name, 
in ‘ the end it may poffibly turn out, that the 
fubjedts o f our inveftigatiori, at leaft as- far as 
their primaeval manners'arid early hiftory are 
concerned, do not fo materially vary/ In the 

fourth, chapter o f  that -book, the follow ing 
intelligence is recorded.

V A  celebrated .tr ad itio n , confirmed by 
the poems o f,a ll the northern nations, by 
their chronicles, by inftitutions and cuftoms, 
fome of -which fubfift to this day, informs us,

that,
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that, in very tarly feriods^ an extraordinary 
perfon, named O den, reigned in the North j 
that he made g fia t changes in the govern
ment, , manners, and religion, of* thofe coun
tries ; that he enjoyed there great authority, and 
had even divine honours paid him. A ll thefe 
are fa£ls which .cannot be contefted: • but ast .
to .w h a t epneerns the original o f  this man, 
the country whence he came, the time in 
which he. lived, and the other circuraftances 
o f his life arid death, they are fo uncertain, 
that the mpft profound refearches, the moft 
ingenious conjedliires relative to them, dif- 
cover nothing to us but our own igno- 
.rarice.” *

I have befo ’̂e obfbrved, that the belief; o f 
the .Metenjipfycbolis, and the fyftem o f em a .- 
NATioNS, fo ancient and univerfal in India, 

has been frequently the occafion o f introdu
cing, upon, the theatre o f • human tranfac- 
tions, perfonages upon whom, on account o f 
fimilarity o f genius or talents, though flou- 
rifliing in ages very remote from each other, 
they bfeftowed one common name. Thi§ cir- 
cumftance has given birth to a multitude o f 
imaginary Zoroafters.and Orpheufes, and this

Mallet’s Northern Antiejuities, p. 58.
has
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has doubtlefs been the real caufe, that on tw o  
perfons, living in very different periods o f  the 
Indian and Scythian empires, the diftinguiflied 
denominations p f Boonn and W oden havp, 
befen conferred. T h e  etymology o f the name 
Sacya, or Sakia,. accordiijg to Sir W illiam  

Jones, is to be found in a Sanfcreet. wor^ fig- 
nifying feeder, on njegctableSt and the term 
fiu .D D H A ,>  or Boodhift, means, dn general, a 

fage or pbUofopher. W ell aware how impor
tant a point it was to fix as nearly as pofiible 
the sera .of the original .Boodn, Sir W flliam , 
has bellowed upon the inveftigation a confi-. 

derable, portion o f that indefatigable induftry, 

which he has fo honourably to himfelf,and with 
fo muph advantage to Oriental literature, em
ployed upon'Indian fubje6l^. A  fimilar con
viction o f the importance o f  that point has 
induced me, in - another place, to extend and 
amplify his obfervations, and to colleCl toge- 
therp all the circum llances, to be met w ith in 
antiquity that might throw any light on the 

•tharaCler and sera o f the Egyptian Hermes, or 
Anubis, who was indubitably the fame perfpn 
With the elder Boodh-.pf India. T h e reader 
'vill jfind the refult o f  my inquiries rfated in 

the hiftory o f  the ninth incarnation o f

Veelhnu,
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Veeflinu/ under -the name and form o f 
Boodh. For the prefent, it . will be fufficient 
to-remark, that, according to the Bh a g av a t- 
AM RiTA, or cream o f  the Bhagavat, acora- 
nient^ry, written^ by a learned Gofwani, o f  
good authority, the prior -Boodh appeared on 
€arth toward}, the commencement o f the Cali. Tug  ̂
or prefent agej and, what is extreniely to 
6ur purpofe, that he married Il a , w hofe fa th e r  

mas preferved in a miraculous Ork from an uni- 
verfal deluge.* N ow  it is a very remarkable. 
fa6f, and fingularly corroborative o f  the In
dian as well as facred records, that Noah 
bim felf is called Hus in the Phoenician H if-  
tory o f Sanchoniatho j. for .X ôvos, or Noah, 
is there reprefented as the fon o f  Ov̂ xvos and 
Tvj or Heaven and Earth, allufiVe to his being 

the lirft man_ after the deluge j and Chronus 
and Hus are terms throughout that hiftory 
ufed as fynonymous.-f*

I m ull here, therefore, again requeft the 
reader to obferve, that as I  have all along., 
contended for a prior Buddha, exifting in the 
:^rft ages o f the poft-diluvlan world, and one

Afiatic Refearches, vol. ii. p. 376.

See Bifliop Cumberland’s Sanchoniatlio, p* 29, et feq.
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o f  the immediate defcendants o f Noah, 
throughout the whole o f this diflertation I 
alfo allude to the firft, or God Woden̂  imme- 
morially caiionized through all the regions o f  
the Northern Alia, the true hyperborean 
Mars, and not to that renowned Scandinavian 

conqueror o f later periods who alTumed his 
name> and arrogated his rites, that common 
aitidce o f the times in which he flouriflied, to 
infpire his foIIoVvers w ith the deeper refpedt. 
In another part o f  his learned work M r. M al

le t  remarks i “  I  vrill- not anfwer for the 
truth o f the account given o f  the original o f 

this God-man j I only fufpeft that at fome pe
riod o f time, more or lefs early, either 'he, or 
hfs fathers,, or the authors o f his religion, 
came from Ibrne country o f  Scythia, or froin 
the borders o f Perfia. I may add, that the  ̂
God, whofe prophet or prieft he pretended'to 

be, was named O dIn; and that the ignorance ' 
o f fucceeding ages confounded the P eity  \vitĥ  ̂
hiS;prieft, compofing, out o f  the attributes o f 
the one arid the hiftory o f the other,, a grofs 
medley, in which we can at prefen’t dilfinguifli 
nothing Very certain. N ew  proofs o f this 
confufion will occur in all we fliall hereafter

produce
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produce on this fu b je flj and it w ill behove 
the reader never to lofe fight o f this obferva- 
tion.” * *

In fa6t, both this author’s fubfequent rela
tion, and all other genuine accounts o f the 
ancient fuperfthious do6lfines and rites o f  the 
northern nations, invariably tend to .confirm 
the hypcthefis o f .their Afiatic original. T h e 
E d'p a  itfelf is little more than a colleftion o f 
Indian ihythological fables, relative'- to .the 
origin of the w o rld ; the chaos j the impreg
nating fpiritj the good and evil race; the 

contefts o f 'th e  giantsj the inundation o f  the 
globe, & c. & c. ' T h is very writfer', after a 
large extra6l from that book, and an ancient 
R u n ic poem, called the V o lu spa , ’ confirms 
my argument in  the following' remarkable 
comment.

“  It is eafy to trace out in this narration 

veftiges o f an ancient and general tradition, 
o f  which every feet o f  pagan;fm hath altered, 
adorned, or fupprefled, many circumftances> 
according to their own fancy, and which is 
now  only to be found intire in the books o f 
M ofes. L et the ftrokes we havp here produ-

Mallet’s Northern Antiquities, p. 68, et feq.

ced
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ced be compared with the beginning o f  He- 
liod’s Theogony, w ith the mytholpgy o f  fome 
Afiatic nations, and w ith the book o f  Genc- 
lis, and we fhall inftantly be convinced, that 
the conformity which is found between many 
circumftances in their recitals cannot be the 
mere work o f chance. T h u s, in the Edda, the. 
defcriptipn o f th e . C h ads; that vivifying 
breath which produces the giant Y m e r; that 
fleep during ^w'hich a male and female fpri’ng 
from  his fides; that race o f  the fons o f 
the gods; that ’ defiige which, only one man 
efcapes with his family, by -means o f a bark'; 

that renewal of. the' world which fuccefeds; 
that firit.m an and firft w om aa created by the 
gods,, and who receive . from them life; and 
m otion: all this feems. to be only remains o f  
a more ancient and more general belief, 
which the Scythians carried w ith -them when 

they retired into the North, and which they 
altered' more ’ flowly ,than the other nations. 
Ope may difcover alfo in the very nature o f 
thefe alterations the fam e,fpirit o f  ̂ allegory, 
the,fame defire o f accounting for all the phasr 
nomena' o f nature by fictions, W'hich hath 

Tuggefted to other piations the greateft part o f

the
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the fables w ith  which their theology is in* 
fefted.” ^

T h e fublirhe .notions o f  the deity inculcated 
in the Baghvat Geeta, and the Indian .and 
Perfian do6trine o f  iubordinate intelligences 
guiding ' the revolving orbs, governing, the 

world, and • prefid ing over the elements o f  
nature, are all difcovered in their .fyftem o f 
theological belief, as detailed by M . Mallet 5 
and his reprefentatioti o f  .their ancient wor- 
.fhip in vaft forefts, .and uncovered fhrines,, 

forcibIy*brings to our recolle6lion the wide- 

fpreading banian-^tree o f India, the folemn 
groves o f  M ona, gnd th e open temples o f 
Stonehenge and A b u iy , , “  Their, religion 
forbade theih to reprefent the divinity under 
^riy corporeal form. T h ey were not even to 
think o f  Confining him within the inclofure 
o f  w a lls/b u t were taught that it was only 
within woods' and confecrated forefts that 

they could ferve him properly. There he  ̂
feemed to reign in filence, and to make him- 
felf felt by the refpeft which he inlpired.' It 
was an injurious extravagance, to attribute to 
this deity a human figure, to ere6l ftatues to

Mallet’s Northern Antiquities, p. loS.

hins/
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him, to fuppofe him  of any fex, or to repre- 
fent him by images. From  this fupreme God 
were fprung (as it were, emanations o f  his di
vinity) an infinite number o f fubaltern deities 
and genii, o f which every part o f  the vifible 
world was the feat arid temple. Thefe inteU 
ligences did not barely refide in  each part o f 
naturej they directed it’s operations; it was 
the organ or inftrument o f  their love^or libe
rality to mankind. Each element was under 
the guidance o f ' fome being peculiar to it. 
T h e earth, the V ater, the fire, the air, the 
fun, moon, and ffars, had each their refpeiSlive 

divinity. T h e trees  ̂ forefts, rivers, mouii^ 
tains, rocks, winds,' thunder,’ and tempefts, 
had the fame j and merited on that fcore a 
religious worftiip, which, at firfl:',* could not 
be diredled to the vifible objeft, but to the 
intelligence with which it was Animated. T h e 
motive o f  this worftiip was the fear’o f a deity
irritated by the fins o f  men, but who, at th^

' >

fame time, was merciful, and capable o f being 
appeafed by prayer and repentance.”*

A  very juft' and ingenious remark o f our 
author follows on the w a t e r  and fire

Mallet’s Northern Antiquities, p. 8o.

V I, H  ordeals
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ORDEALS equally in ufe among the Indian and 
Northern nations j for he obferves, that, as 
all the elements were fuppofed to be animated 
by an intelligence as incorruptible in its ju f- 
tice as the deity whence it fprang, they 
thought fh e j had nothing to do but to unite 

the accufed perfbp to one o f  thefe divinities, 
and fo oblige it to declare* by the manner o f  
its a6ling, upon him, what judgement it en<* 
tertained o f his innocence. Thus Ibmetimes 
they caft him into a, deep water, tied about 
w ith cords; i f  he funk, that is, i f  the G e
nius o f  the water received him into its bo- 
fora, it declared him to be innocent; i f  it re- 
je^ed him, i f  he fwam upon the furface, he 
was confidered as convifted o f  the crime. It 
was the fame with their’ fire-ordeals j aiid he, 
who, unhurt, could thrufl: his hands into 

iron gauntlets, made red-hot, or could walk,. 
at eafe, over burning ploughfhares, was con
cluded to be guiltlefs. Front thofe Afiatic and 
Northern regions, in  remote seras derived, a 
fimilar cuftom prevailed in  B iita in j and D r. 
Percy, his tranflator, remarhs, that, long after 
Chriftianity was eftablifhed among the Anglb- 
Saxons, K in g Edward the ConfelTor (a repu
ted faint) is faid to have put his mother to

the
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the proof o f  the burning plougliftiares. A nd 
even down to our ow n timesj the w a t e r y  

ORDEAL, or proof by fwimmingj has been 
employed by the vulgar for the trial o f witch
craft, whenever they could find means to put 
it in pra6Uce.*

On the whole, nothing can be more ftrir 
kingly true than what Pliny, fpeaking o f the 
ancient Magian fuperftition, near eight hun
dred ago, obferved concerning the
Druids, o f  Britain} Britannia hox>i E earn 

(ittonite celebrat tantis ceremoniis  ̂ uf

earn Perjis dedijfe videri pojjit.'f But, as we 
have proved the Perfians and Indians to h ave, 
been originally the fame race, and the M agi 
and Brachmans to have belonged to the fame 
grand Eafterh fchool, the hypothefis on w hich 
this Difiertation is built is proportionably cor
roborated by the remark o f this ancient w ri
ter, and with this remark I  conclude the fe- 
coiid feiftion.

Mallet’s Northern Antiquities, vol. i. p. 190, 

t  PHtuI Nat. Hift. Ub.jUx,. cap. 1.
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S E C T I O N  III.

^be SubjeSi difcujfed in the lajl SeSHon cpHtinuedy 

by a farther DifpJay and PaYallel o f the SU”  

perjlitiom o f the Druids and Brahmins after 

the true patriarchal theology became cor^

rupted, —  WorJJjtp o f rude Stones, in cohfecra- .
. \

ted Gro'oes and Caverns,- and their fangtiinary 

Sacrifices o f M en'and BeaJH^<^^he horrible 

human Hecatombs 6f  the more ferocious Druids 

in Wicker Inchfures'. —  ^he Veneration paid  

to Sfotjes, conical, pyramidal, or placed in  

circular Heaps, Remains o f the ancient fotar 

Superjlition, fmce h is ' D ifc, or Rays, voefe- 

fhadohjoed out tinder thofe' Bmblems, —  ̂fh e  

greater dfironbmical Cycles were aljo thus 

fymbolized, fince the Circles are generally 

formed o f Sixty, H iirty, or Nineteen, colunu 

tior Stones-, the-Birjl reprejenting the grand 

H  3 fexagenary
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fexagenary Cycle of, the AJiatic AJironomersi 

the Second  ̂ the celebrated D ruid A ge \ the 

Third, the- Metonic, or rather Indian, Cycle* 

'^ I n  this Light, and with this Clue, the 

Author proceeds to confder the tnojl remark

able T>ruid Monuments o f Britain. —  The 

Carps, the Cromlech,- the Logan^ the Tolmeh 

o f  the Druids, JuccefJively defcribed, and my

thologically explained. —  Stonehenge, a folar 

Temple; the great Circle the D ifc o f the Sun; 

the Number o f Stones compofing it, including 

Thirty Jmpojl and Thirty Uprights, Sixty, the 

fexagery^ry ̂ Cyqle i  *a Cycle fir jl formed in 

India, ‘hut •_ early 'adopted in China. —  The 

Adytum, or Cove, o f Stonehenge, an Oval, ren
* . r '

.prefenting the mundane Eggj or Univerfe; its

inner Circle o f Stoneŝ  Nineteen in Number. —
* ■ -

TSe grander ferpentine Temple o f Abury conf- 

dered. —  Serpents ever, in the Raji, Emblems o f 

ajironomical Cycles. '^ T h eir  mythological H if- 

iory. — The great Circle o f Columns at. Abury, 

conffing o f Ohi 'Hundred Stones, reprefents, 

the Suns Progrefs tjorougĥ  a Period o f One

Hundred
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Hundred Years  ̂ or a complete Century. — • Ybe 

lejfer Circle o f Thirty ̂ the D ruid Age. —  The 

leafl o f Twelvey the Period o f fupitePs^Re^
r

volution  ̂ which, multiplied by Five, forms in 

India the great fexagenary Cycle, as if well 

know'n to. Gentlemen verfed in  Indian Aflrono- 

my I to whom the Author with Confidence dp“ 

peals from  the Imputation o f Hypothefis,

Ha v i n g  in the preceding feftions, from 
the firft authority, fliewn that the 

Northern Afia was principally poffeffed by two 
great nations, the one poliihed and .literate, 
and the other barbarous and unlettered j ha
ving alfo (hewn the original defeent and the 
accidental mixture o f  thofe two nations, and 
trace<i the progre/s towards Europe o f the 
great body o f the Scythian, or Celtic, colo
nies, infe^ed with all the fuperftitionS o f the 
Indian Buddha, or Woden o f  the N orth, 
that renowned, but. obfeure, charader, who 
flouriflied-at the commencement o f the prefe^it 
age, or period, and who married Ha, whofe 
father, according to Sanfcreel annals, was 
preferved in a miraculous ark from an univer-

H 4 fal
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Sal deluge j we come, in -^he prefent feclion, 
to the confideratwn of- the particular fuperfti- 
tions known to have flouriflied, during the 
earlieft periods, in  thefe iflands j fuperftitions 
too congenial with thofe anciently.celebrated 
in  Afia, to allow any doubt o f  their having 
been imported by the earlieft Afiatic- fettlers. 
T h e  firft that demands our attention is their 
attachment to

THE WORSHIP PF RUDE STONES IN CONSE^ 

CRATED GROVES} AND THEIR SANGUI-  

NARY SACRIFICES OF MEN AND BEASTS.

U P O N  the commencement o f  the Theolo
gical Dillertation, in the firft volume o f tlie 

Indian Antiquities, I  had occafion to remark, 
from Keyfler, that the ancient Ifido-Scythians 
performed their fanguinary facrifices “  under 

groves o f  oak o f aftoniftiing extent and o f  the 
profoundeft gloom ,” *  and I curforily traced 
the vef^ige o f thofc barbarous rites ih  Gaul 
and Britain. I aifo inftancfed, from Herodo-

Vol.ii. p. 36.

tUS,
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tu s ,‘their peculiar mode o f facrificing to the 
rufty cimeter, the fymbol of Mars, the god 
Hefus o f  the Druids, the victims taken^ ius 
w a r; and I adduced more than,,,one mQiance 
o f fimilitude which the hatioualmanners o f  
Scythia bore to thofe o f  the vvlr-tribe o f 
India, W ithout crediting all the extravagant 
aflertions o f Bailly and D eG uignes, concerning 
the unfathomable antiquity o f  . the primitive 
prototypal race o f  A lia, who‘ were doubtlefs 
.Cuthite colonies, at that remote imaginary pe
riod, 'when the line o f the equator pajfed through 
the middle o f the vajl deferts o f Taftary^, and 

made the frozen fo il o f Siberia fruitful'^ we may 

fafely allow the martial progeny o f Scythia, 
by intermixture and commerce, to have influ
enced, in a great degree* the habits and cu s
toms o f  their Indian neighbours, and to have 
been reciprocally afFe^fed by thofe o f  the peo
ple with whom they thus accidentally commu
nicated., I fhall not attempt to afeertain in  

which region the* very peculiar veneration 
which either nation entertained fo r  facred fo- 
refts o f  imraenfe extent originated j it  -is fuf- 
ficient for m y purpofe that this very ftriking 
point o f afhhity an5'ierttly exifted between the 
•Tartarian and Brahmin magi. ' T he releatlefs

Diana
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Diana o f  the Tauric grove , was probably nO 
other than the ftern Nareda, or C ali, o f  the 
Indians. T h eir chara61ers.are confentanepus, 
and their rites accord in dreadful unifon. 
W ith  the Scythians, a tall and {lately tree, 
w ith wide-fpreadirig arms, was the majeftic 
emblem o f G o d j dnd though Herodotus af« 
ferts that they had temples and images, his 
aflertion is not confirmed by any other hifto- 
rian of antiquity. In  faft, their temples con- 
fifted oply o f  vaft hea£s o f  coloffal flones, 
rudely, i f  at all, carved} and in the moft un . 
wieldy {tone, as well as in the moft lofty tree  ̂
they, like the Indians, contemplated the 
image o f that_Deity, o f  whoni their perverted 
imaginations conceived the majefty and attri
butes to be beft reprefented ** by gigantic 
fculptures and mafly fym bols.”

W h ile we are treating on this fubjefl o f  the 
oaken groves o f the Druids and the abomi
nable facrifices with w»hich they were conta
minated,- it_ is impoflible to avoid remarking 
how widely this very cuftom o f vei^rating 
Bsetyla, or tonfecrated ftones, and of worfhip- 

under o ^ s  was diffufed in the_remoteft 
periods over the whole Oriental world, and in 

what profound veneration this very tree was

holden
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hoWenby theanceftors of the human 
was under the confecrated oak that God and 
his holy meflengers condefcended to hold con- 
verfe and to enter into, folemn covenants with 
the patriarchs. ** Abraham/’ we read, palTed 
through the .land to the place of* îctfEM, and 
(ad alloun Moreh) to the-oaK-grove "o? 
Moreh, where the Lord appeared unto him, 
and faid. Unto thy feed will 1 give this land: 
and Abraham builded there an altar unto the 
Lord.” G en . xii. 6. In another part of Holy 
Wi.it , we are informed, that ** Jofliua took 
a great ftone, and fet it up in Shechem, under 
AN OAK, that was by the fanSIuary o f the Lord."

xxiv. -26. In procefs of time, how
ever, the Jewifh nation, relaphng into the Pâ  ̂
gan fuperftitions,. diverted theic religious at
tention from the Deity who. covenanted witH 
their father Abraham under the oak, andp>aid 
it to. the inanimafejree itfelf. For this con- 
du£t they are reproached by the prophet Ifaialij, 
“ They fliall be afhamed of the oaks w|iich 
ye ĥ ve defired, and ye fltall be confounded 
for the groves which ye have cli9fen/' 
Ifaiaby i. 29. This ancient Oriental pracHce, 
therefore, of worfhippirig under, and vencr 
rating, the oak forms another decided feature

•of
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o£, affinity in .the religion o f the twp nations, 
and is an additional evidence o f'th e ir  Afiatic 
defeent.

In refpecl, to- that other ancient fpecies o f 
worfliip, the adoration o f ftones, whether 
they wera'fingle {tones,-as that which Jacob 
anointed.'and for his pillar^ calling the
place Beth- el , 'that is, literally, the houfe o f 
Gcd't whether two-fold, like thofe which 
were fo combined as emblematically to  repre- 
fent the a€tive and paffive powers o f nature in  
the generation o f  all things; whether ternary, 
as thofe which were-intended to fhadow out 
Jthe three-fold power o f  the Deity to create, to 
preferve, and to d eftroy; whether obelifeal, 
as thofe which fymbolized -the folar ligh t; 
whether pyramidal, as thofe which exprefllve- 
ly  typified the column of  ̂ afeending fiam e; 

or whether, finally, like the c ^̂ irns jpf the 
JDrmds, arranged in vajft circular heaps, ficall- 
ed by the ancients M]^rci^ ia l  : on all.thefe 

various kinds o f  adoration, paid, by the in
fatuated fupefftition o f p'aft ages; to the 
unconfeious block o f  rude granite, M . D ’A n - ' 
carville has prefented the learned with a rnofl 
elaborate differtation, and he expreflly deno

minates
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mlnates’ this Tpecles' 6f worfliip ScVthi-
CISM.*

Thefe grotefque and ponderous ftones were 
•placed in the centre o f the": moft hallowed 
grovea of the idolatrous Pagans, and it  is 
mofT probable that they in general' placed 
them, as we find them arranged in the Druid- 
temple o f Stonehenge, in a circular manner; 
the S on being the general objedt o f  ancient 
adoration, whofe temples were ah’̂ ys'crefted 
in  a circular form. ' L ike thofe o f  the Perfians 
at Perfe^lis, they.were open at the top* for, 
like them, the Scythians efteemed it impious 

to confine the Deity, w ho pervades all nature, 
and whofe temple is earth and Ikies, within 
the narrow limits o f  a covered flifihe, e- 
refted by mortal hands.

T h at profound’ veneration for rocks and 
Hones o f  a grotefque form arid enormous 
magnitude, which we have obferved M . D ’A n - 
carville d e n o m i n a t e s ' d o u b t l e f s  ori
ginated amon_g a ^ce* accuftbmed to beholdx 
nature in tlie rugged ^ f s  which Ihe' aflumes 
amidft “  antfes • vaft,” and the abrupt pre-

• D’Ancarville’s Preface to Recherches fur I’Origine de'i Arts, 
.̂c. p. 9 and lo. *

cipices
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cipices' o f  mountains I6fty and liupendous 
a*- the great Caucafus, which ferves equally 
as a. boundary tp Scythia and India. T his 
ftone-worftiip,' however, was not eonfiried to 
the lofty romantic regions" in. the neighbour
hood o f ^he Caucafus, Inftead' o f  a ftatue, 
the-Arabians o f Petra worfhipped fieXas 
reT̂ ocycoyogf arohcaroĝ  a black fquare pillar o f 
ftone, without any figure or reprefentation7 
I t  was* the fame deity, fays M r. Bryant, adored 

,by the Germans and Celfae, called Theutates, 
w'hofe facrificeS were very cruel.* In the fe- 
Cpnd vplume o f Indian Antiquities alfo, I 
have proved from Ppcock, Ludolf, and Bruce, 
that the fame fpecies o f  worfhip vvas widely 
diffufed through the • Thebais o f  Egypt and 
Ethiopia,, whofe mountains exhibit fcarcely 
lefs magnificent and-terrific objefts tlian thofe 

of.th e  Tauric hills. • A  Deity was fuppofed 
to  refide amidft the folitary grandeur o f 
th o fe . rugged rais-fh'^en rocks j fuperftition 

aided .'a ' diflurbed imagination to give • the 
airy phantom a form gigantic as his imagi
ned tem ple; to adorn him with the fymbols' 
o f  vengeance and terror j and inveft him with.

• Anal f̂is, voI.i. p. 13.

attribute?
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attributes and properties congenial w ith their 
awe and apprehenfion. Hence it  arofc, thatj^ 
with this fpecies o f  rock-devotion, rites o f  a 
fombrous and melancholy nature twere per
petually blended j and that their' altars were 
ftained with fuch torrents o f human as well >as 
bejlial blood.

, Concerning the fanguinary rites anciently 
prafrifed in D m id groves, ,nc>, ftrpnger evi
dence or more impreflive relation^ can be given 
than that before adduced by me frbm Lucan 
o f  thole celebrated in the Maflilian grove,- 
which he defcribes as a place, gloomy, damp, 

and fcarcely penetrable; a gr-ove in which 

no fylvan deity ever refided,. no bird ever 
fang, no bead ever (lumbered, no gentle 
zephyr .ever played, ^nor eyen the li^ tn in g  
could rend a palTage. It .was a place o f blood 
and horror, .abounding, with altars reeking 
with the gore o f human, viftiras, by which 
all the trunks o f  the lofty and eternal o^ks, 

which compofed^aL were dyed o f  a .crimfon 
colour ; a  black and turbid W9^er’ rolled 
through it in many a winding, ftrqam : no 
foul ever entered- the forlorn abode, except 

the pried, who, _at noon, and at midnight, 
palenefs on^his brovy, and trernor in

his
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liis ftep,- thither to celebrate the hor-
■̂ ible myfteries' In honour of that terrific 
deity, whofe afpe6t he yet dreaded, more than 
deathito behold.

T h e  Brhifh-Druids, however, feemto have 
exceeded, i f  po0 ible, even their Gaulic neigh- 
hours in ravage ferocity o f  foiil and bound- 
lefs luft o f facrificial hlood. T he pen o f hif- 
tory . trembles to relate the baleful orgies 
which their frantic fuperftition celebrated, 
when'inclofing men, women, and children/in 
one yafl: wicker image, in th d  fc^tn o f a manj 
and, filling it with every kind o f combuftibles, 

' th ey‘fet fire to the huge cololTus. W hile the 
dreadful holocauft was offering fp their fan- 
guinary gods, the groans ,and fhrjeks o f the 
confuming vi6lims were drowned , amidft 

Ihouts o f  barbarous- triumph, and the. air 

was rent with the wild diflbnance o f  martial 

mufic. However incredible the imputation, 
it is not without* reafon fufpedted that they 
rometimes proceeded to even more^ criminal 
lengths,- and finifhed their horrid facrifice 
w ith a ftill more horrid banquet. Religion 

fhuddtrs at fuch a perversion o f  its* name and 

rite s; and humanity turfis w ith horrqr from 
the guilty feene f L et Us advert to lefs dif-

, gutting
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guftlng traits o f  ancient Di'uid fuperftltlon; 
and, having theologically confidered' their pror 
found reverence for rocks and ftones, let us 
endeavour, i f  we can, philofophically to ac
count for that curious worflii'p, as I am o f  
opinion a great portion o f  'UftrOnomy was 
blended with and concealed under It,

t h e  . DRUIDS, LIKE THE ANCIENT INDIAN 

RACE, WORSHIPPED THE SUN, UNDER THE  

f o r m  o f  e r e c t , c o n i c a l , AND P Y R A M I -  

d a l  STONES} THE S.YMBOLS OF THE SO

LAR BEAM,

T H E  vvorftlip o f the Druids was not confined 
within the gloomy verge of confecrated groves. 
T h e  HIGH PLACES, alfb, or excelfa, anathem
atized in Scripture,- dedicated to Baal and to  
Aftarte, the queen o f heaven, were greatly in  
vogue among the .ancient priefts o f Britain,
On its lofticft, eminences it vvas their cuftom

• ). • • •
tQ pile up rude irregular heaps o f  ftones,* fuch 
poflibly as thofe which, in purer devotion, 
Jacob anointed, ,an4_/r/ up̂  fo r  bis pillar^ call-'- 
'u g  the place; B e t h e l , or the boufe o f God  ̂

Voi.vi. 1 Manj
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M any o f  thefe facrcd Mercurial hea^s ftill re
main on the fummits. o f  the mountains o f 
Cornwall, W ales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
Some o f them are o f immenfe magnitude, ccn- 
tainijig, .according to Stukely, at leaft, a hun
dred cart-Joads o f  fton es.o f all fizes. T h ey 
were called in the ancient Celtic language 
CARNSj being for the moft part o f  ̂ conical 
and pyramidal form, with a large flat fl:onc 

, invariaWy placed on the apex, on which the 
, facred fires, on the great feftivals, were kin
dled. T h e W elch ftill call them Carnedde, 

which m y author, Rowland, I have already 
obfervedi'derives from the liebrew  K e r ^ -  
N kdh, a coped heap̂  alluding to the fhape and 
figure o f  thefe, cumuli, which were doubtlefs 
intended, like the pyramid^ o f  Egypt^ and 
m any o f  the cone-formed pagodas o f Indiaj 

to be fymbolical o f  the ray o f  the Sun, the 

god they adored, and the fires occafionally 
jlighted upon tlieir fummits indifputably de- 
monftrate this fa ^ . T h e worfliip o f the Sun 
in reality was the bafis both o f  the Eaftern 
and Weftern fuperftitidni and therefore, i f  we 
find o.belilks and other ere6ted pillars in 

'E g yp tan d  Afic(, fp may we naturally expe6f to 
difcover them in the Britifli iflesj and here

they

    
 



[ I3 I ]

they are found difperfed over the country In 
the greatefl abundance. In the very word 
obelilk we may traee the Oriental name o f  the. 
foiar deity B al j known to the Druids by the 
refembling title o f  Belenus, their god o f fire, 
and apparent in the term Bealtine, or the 
fires that flamed to Baal, all over the country 
on M ^ - ^ e .  .

Thefe obelilks were o f  various.' inagnitude, 
height, and difpofition. T h ey  (bmetimes con- 
fifted o f a Angle ftone, one o f  which in parti
cular is mentioned by Dr. Borlafe,* as ftanding, 
a fiiort time before he wrote his book, tw enty 
feet in height above the ground, and four feet 
buried in it. W hen clove up by the farm er, 
the owner o f  the land on which it  flood, it  j 
made above twenty flope pofts for gates# H e 
thinks thefe rude monuments were the ancient' 
idols o f the country. T h ey  certainly were 
facred,' and had a nlyflical allufion. T h e y  
were intended to be fymbolical o f  their great 
deityi the sun, and worfhipped as fu ch ; they 
were alfo probably ufed as gnomon^, to, m ark 
the length o f the n^eridian ..fhadow. Some- 

' times they were combined, as thofe, dedicated

I
Analyfis, vol.i. p. 162,
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to  Baal and Aftarte, the fun and .moon, and 
thofe to Jupiter and J uno, Pluto and Proferpine, 
alluding to  the juri£lidh h f the.hcavenly bodies, 
or tlic  marnage o f thofe mythologic deities. 
Sometimes two ftone columns; were fet up as 

, fepulchral monuments, at the- head and feet 

)o f the.perfon interred; a praflice ftill gene
rally followed iri Englifh burying-grounds 5 

and fometimes they were  ̂ ufed as termini, 
as -the pillars of^Sefoftris in Alia, and o f  H er
cules at the ancient G ades; being the limits o f  

his travels, weftward. Other eredlions o f  this 
kind were ternary, which are the true Epfieid 
o f  antiquity, or fymbols o f  the god M ercury, 
confifting o f  two large ftones, placed erefl, 
w ith  one laid' acrofs their fummits. Thofe 
huge cqlofTal ftones near Kennet, in Oxford

shire, called, from their magnitude, Vew Ts 

are three in  num ber; and, moft likely, 
liavc reference to the folar'worfhip. T he ce
lebrated pyramidal pillars, before-mentioned, 
as ftanding at Burrowbridge, in  Yorkfhire, 
are four in number, and are jtiftly referred by 
M r.'K n igh t to the fame fource..

Thefe grotefque and ponderous mafles o f  
unhewn ftone, which, among a barbarous 

people, w'ere Reverenced as the, fymbols o f

deity,^
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deity, were not always fiyramidai nor placed 
in an ere£l poftore. Sometimes they Sverc 
recumbent, and poifed.on their own bale, as 
in the cafe o f  thofe immenfe o^als, which,' in 

Cornwall, arc’called logaw ,- rocking or bow* 
ing ftones. T h ele  prodigious ftones the 
Druids had the art to perfuade their ihfatua* 
ted difciples were infpired with the fpirit o f 
the. indwelling deity, and to this aw ful teft 
they brought the fuppofed criminal, oyer 
whofe head the fword o f  juftice was fufpendedi 
and the defcent o f  which was alone .delayed, 
till the animated ihafs, as he approached to 
touch it,, by its -tremulous motion declared 
him guilty. On- this fubje£t o f  the logan- 
ftoneS,’ I-am happy'in being able toxjuote'thc 
high authority o f  Mr:-̂  Bryant, whole- fenti* 
ments fo remarkably confirm the., hypothefis 
on which thefe pages proceed, o f  the 'wonder* 
fu l antiquities, difcufled in it, being the work 
o f the firft colonies ib b t emigrated ffom  
Afia.

It was ufual,” fays that learned writer, “  in 
thofe times, w ith much labour to place one vaft 

ftone upon another for a religious memoria).’ 
T h e ftones thus placed, they oftentimes 

poized fo eq u ab ly ,' that they were affected

13 with
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w ith the leaft external force: nay ,a breath o f  
w ind would fometimes make them vibrate. 
W e have many inftances in t>ur own country; 
and they are to be found in other parts o f 
the world : and, wherever they occur, we may 
cfteem them o f the higheft antiquity. A ll 
ftjch Vvorks we generally refer to the Celts 
and Druids^ under/the fani£lion o f  which 
names we flielter ourfelves, whenever wp are 
ignyDrant and bewildered. But they were the 
operations o f  a very remote age; probably be

fore'-the time when the Druids, or, Celtas, 

were firfl known.. I  queftion, w hether‘there 
.be in  the world a monument, which is much 
prior to the celebrated Stonehenge. There is 
xeafon to > think, that it was eredled by a fo
reign colony j one o f  the fir ll which came 
into the ifland. Here is extan t,' at this day, 

one o f  thofe rocking-flones, o f  which |  have 
been fpeaking, -

“  T h e ancients'diftinguilhed flones, eredled 
w ith a religious view, by the„nape o f  Amber 
by which .was fignified any thing folar and di
vine, T h e 'Grecians called them, Uejpoci 

and 'there are reprefentations o f  
fuch upon.coins. Stonehenge is compofed o f 

thefe Am ber-ftones; hence the next town is

denominated
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denominated Amhros-hury; not from a Rofnan 
Ambrofius, for no fuch perfon exiftedj but 
from the Ambrojice Petra^ in whofe vicinity it 
■ flands.” *

In proof o f what M r. Bryant has here fo 
juftly obferved, there abfolutely exifted, till 
deftroyed by the rage o f Cromwell’s levelling 
fa£lion, a logan-ftorie near Penzance, in  
Cornwall, o f great magnitude and celebrity, 
called in the Cornifh language, m a i n - a m b e r , ' 

to which' the inhabitants had for ages paid^ 
a kind o f  fuperditious refpeft. N ear Pen

zance, fays Camden, iii whofe days i f  ex
ifted, there .is a very remarkable ftone called 
Main-Ambre^ which, though it be o f a vaftf 
magnitude, yet may be ' moved., with o n e ' 
finger; notwithftanding this, no violent ex
ertion can pufti it from its place. T h e  name 
is a tranflation o f thofePetrae Ambrofise o f  ah- 
tlquity, and d print o f  it may be feen in N or- 
den’s H iftqry o f ' Cornwall.

Near the M aih-Am bn  ftands a famous 
Druidical temple called > Btjcauooon  ̂ confifting \ 
o f  nineteen pillars in .a circle, w ith h central ) 
Kebla, Sir Robert Sibbald mentions thefe lo-

Analyfis, vol. iii. p. 533.

l 4 Sian.
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gan-ftones as not uncommon in Scotland; and 
Ipeaking o f  the rockmg-ftone near Belvaird, in 
Fi;tev ** I am informed,” fays he, ** that this 
■ ftone was broken by the Ufurper Cromwell’s 
foldicts. .I t  was difcovered then that its mo
tion was performed by a yolk extuberant in the 
iniddle. o f the under-furface o f the uppermoft 
ilorie, which' was inferted in a cavity in the 
furface o f the lower ftohe.”"

T h e  next'order o f  thefc ancient D ruid ftoncs • • • *
nofcircuIar,.that deferve notice, arc the Crom - 

lech,’ which are broadilat flabs, placed on high j 
in  a horizontal'poftion, upon others fixed on 
their edges in the ground, and were plainly in
tended for what their name imports, an altar for 
confecrate.4 fire; the Hebrew bsing C h a r a n t f  

Juachf a devoted ftone. 'TThat thefe Cromlech 
were really altars devoted to the folar worlhip, 

and, not fepulchr^l monuments only, as D r. 

Borlafe intimates, though their/partial appli

cation to that purpofe m^y be allovycd, fince 
the moft a n ^ n t ' to m ^  were terr^lesj, is evlt 
dent from what the DoiStor- himfeir'informs 
y s , relative to oi^e near Gloyne, in Ireland, 
which is named from the folar fuperftition 
Cari^-Croith, the rock g^the Sun. The Crorri- 
lech is generally placed on an eminence: the.

covering-
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covering-ftones are fixed with the nic.eft geo
metrical precifionj and, notwithftanding the 
amazing dimenfions o f many of them, that 
o f Lanyon, in Cornwall, being forty^feyeii 
feet in cjrcujnference, -and nineteen feet long, 

have been raifed by art to the great elevation 
at which they are forhetimes-found.

Traces .o f this Ipecies of. ftone altars and 
the wprfhip performed upon them! are fliil to  
be found, according t'o M r. M allet, in all 
thole empirest o f Europe which arc iituated 
neareft to the northern confines o f  A lia.' I -
** W e find at this day,” fays that writer, in  

Denmark, Sweden, and. Norway, in the mid
dle o f  a plain, or upori fome eminence, al
tars, around which the ancient inhabitants 
affembled to offer -facrifices and to aflifi at 
other religious ceremonies. T he greatefi part 
o f  thefe altars are raifed upon a l i t ^  hi]l, ei
ther n am r^  or artificial; Three Ioh^ pieces 
o f rock fet upright ferve as a bafis to a great 
fiat ftone, which' forms the table o f  tlxe altar. 
There is commonly a pretty large cavity under 
this altar,’ which might be intended to receive 
the blood o f the vidlimS y and they never fail 
to find ftoues for firiking fire fcattered round 

it} .fo r 'n o  other fire, but' fuch as was ftruck

forth
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forth with a flint, was pure enough for fo 
holy a purpofe. Sometimes thefe rural altars 
are conftru£led in a more magnificent manner 5 
a  double range o f  enormous Hones furround 
the altar and the little hill on which it is e- 
re^ted. In Zealand we fee one, o f  this k in d ; 
w hich is formed o f  Hones o f  a prodigious 
magnitude. M en' would even now be afraid 
to  undertake fuch a work; notwithHanding all 
the afliHance o f  the mechanic powers which 
in  thofe times they wanted. W hat redoubles 
the aflonilhment is, that Hones o f  that fize 
a fe ' rarely t o , be feen throughout the ifland, 
and that they muH have been brought from a 
great diHahce.”*

T h e dimenfions o f  forae o f the Cromlechs, 
in  Britain, have been mentioned as aHonifhing; 

but even thole dimenfions, .vaH as they are, 

are trifling compared ‘w ith thofe o f the laH 
order, o f  this fpecies o f Druid Hones, which 
fhall he here noticed, and which the indefati
gable induHry o f  D r. Borlafe iirH explored, 
defcribed, and commented upon-. His ac
count o f thefe Hones, which he denominates 
T o lm en , is fo curioiis, his remarks on the 
mechanic powers known to the^Di*uids fo in 

genious, and the kind o f  fuperHition pra£lifed

Mallet’s. Northern Antiquities, vol. i. p. 126.
at
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at thefe Tolm en is fo congenial with t^at in 
vogue amidfl: the holy caverns and rocks o f  
India, defcribed in 'former volumes of' this 
w ork, that I fhall beg leave to tranfcribe the 
whole relation j efpecially as his curious vo
lume may not be in the hands o f  many o f 
m y readers in  Inilia, who will be not a little 
furprifed to . find the great affinity exiftjng 
between the manners and cuftoms o f their 
countrymen in England, and the wonderful 
people among whom their refidence is at pre- 
fent fixed,

“  There is another kind o f ftone deity, which 
has never been taken notice o f by any author 
that I have heard of: Its common name, in 
Cornwall and Scilly, is T o h n en ; that is, the 
H ole o f  Stone. It confifts o f  a large orbicu
lar ftone, fupported by two ftones, betwixt 
which there is a palF^e. There are two o f 
thefe in  the Scilly Iflands,^ one on St. M ary’s 

Ifland, at the bottom o f Salakee-Downs j the 
top ftone forty-five feet in girt, horizontally 
meafured j the other, in the- little ifland o f 
Nofthwethel, thirty-three feet in girt horizon
tal, by twenty-four perpendicular, meafure- 
•ment. T h ey are both on. the decline o f hills, 
beneath a large earn o f rocks, ftanding on

tw o
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two natural fupporters} thqfirfl: has one ex- 
a6lly'round bafoii on i t j  th;e fccond*has none, 
neither are there any bafons on the rocks be
low  or near i t ;  but elfewhere on the iflartd 
there are feveral. Both thefe are probably 
creeled by art; and the top-ftones, large as 
they are, brought from the earns above, and 
placed by human ftrength where we fee them. 
B u t the moft aftonifhing monument o f this 
kind is in  the Tenement o f  Men, in the parifli 
o f  Conflantine, Cornwall. It is one vaft 
egg-like ftorie, placed on, the, points o f tw o 
natural rocks, fo that a nian may creep under 
the  ̂ great one, and between its fupporters, 
through a  pafTage about three feet wide, and 
as m uch'high. The. longeft diameter o f  this 
Hone is thirtj-three feet  ̂ pointing due north 

and fouth, end to en d ;’ it  is ’fourteen 

- feet fix inches deep; and the breadth in the 
middle o f  the furface, where wideft, was 

\ ^ h teen  Jeet fix inches'wide frbm eaft to. weft, 
r  meafured orre h a lf o f  the circumference, 
sand found it, according to my computation, 
forty-eight, feet an d 'a  half, fo that this ftonc 
is ninety-feven feet in circumference, about 
fixty feet acrofs the middle, and, by the heft 
informations. I  can get, contains at leaft

feven
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fevcn hundred and fifty ton o f  ftone. G et
ting up by a ladder to view the top o f  it, we 
found the whole furface worked, like an ina- 
perfe^, or mutilated, hon^-com b, into ba- 
fonsj. one, much larger than the reft, was at 
the fouth-end, about feven feet long 5 anothef> 
at the north, about fivej the reft fmaller, 
feldom more than one foot, oftentimes not fo 
m uch; the fides and fliape irregular. M oft o f  
thefe batons diftharge into the two principal 
ones (which lie in the middle o f  the furface), 
thofe only excepted which are near the brifn 
o f  the ftone, and they have little ,lip s or 
channels, which difeharge the water they col- 
le ft over’ the fides o f 'the Tolm en, and tfie*

 ̂if*
flat rocks which lie underneath receive the 
droppings, in  bafons cut into, their furfaces. 
T h is ftone is no lefs wonderful for,its  pofi- 
tion than for its fize j for although, the 
under part is nearly femi-circular, yet i t  refts 
on the two larg^ rocks j and fo light and de
tached docs it ftand, that it touches tfie.tw o 
under ftones,. but as it were on their points.- 
T h e  two Tolm ens at Scllly are monuments 
evidently o f the fame kind w.ith this, and o f 
the fame namej and. thefe, w ith all o f like 
ftrufturc, may with great probability, I

think.
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think, tHough o f  fuch ftupendous weight, 
be aflerted to be the works 6 f ar|:, the under 
ftones in  fome inftances appearing to have 
been fitted to receive and fupport the upper 
one. It is alfo plain, from their works at 
.Stonehenge, and fome o f their other monu
ments, that the Druids had fkill enough in 

the mechanical powers to lift vaft weights j 
and. the ancients, we know, in thefe rude 
works, fpared no labour to accomplifli their 
defign j Haraldus, at one time (as W ormius 

informs us) employing his whole army, and 
a great number o f  cattle, to bring one fingle 
ftone to the place intended. T h e  ancients 
had powers o f  mpving'vaft weights, o f w hich 
we have now no idea j and in fome o f  ,their 
works w e'find bodies even heavier and larger 
than, this Tolm en. In thfe ruins o f  Balbeck 

(the ancient Heliopolis o f  Syria), there are 
three flqnes lying end to end, in ' the fame 
row, extending fixty-ohe' yards, and One o f  
them' is, fixty-three feet long, the other two 
fixty each. T h eir depth is twelve feet, and 
their breadth the fame, and, what adds to the’ 
wonder, they are raifgd up into the wall above 
twenty feet from the ground. A nd near the 
city o f  Alexandria Hands what is vulgarly

called
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called Pompey’s Pillar (but erefted by one o f
the Ptolemies), the ( h ^  o f which confifts o f
one folid granate flone, ninety feet high and
thirty-eight in compafs. Le Bruyn’s Voyage,
p. 171. Both thefe weights are greatly fupe-
rior to that o f  this Tolmen.« ,

** In the area below this ftone there are 
many great ro ck s,. which have certainly 
been divided and fp lit ; but whether thrown 
down from the tides o f  the Tolm en, for 
the purpofes above-mentioped, I w ill not 
pretend to determine. • One thing is . re
markable, which is, .that thefe Tolm ens 

reft on fupporters," and do not touch the 
earth, agreeably to ai> eftabliftled' principle 
o f  the Druids, who thought every thing 
that was facred would be profaned by 
touching the ground;, and therefore, as I  
imajgine, ordered it fo, as that thefe deities 
fliould reft upon the pure-rock, and not be 
defiled by touching the icommon earthy A n o 
ther thing is worthy our notice in this kind 
o f monuments, which is, that, underneath 
thefe vaft ftones, there is a hole, or paffage, 
between the rocks.. W h at' ufe the ancients 
made o f thefe ̂ paffages,. we can only guefs; 
hut we have reafon to think, that when

ftones
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ftoiics were once rituallv confecrated, they at
tributed great and miraculous virtues to every 
part o f  them, and imagined, that whatever 
touched, lay. down upon, was furrounded by, 
or paffed through,^ or under, thefe ftones, ac
quired thereby a kind ,o f  holinefs, and be
came more acceptable to the, gods. This 
paflage. might ahb be a fanfliiary for the of
fender to fly to, and (l^elter himfelf from the 
purfuer j but I imagine it chiefly to have been 
intended and lifed for introducing Profelytes, 
or Novices, people under vows, or about to 
facrifice, into their more fublime myfteries: 
for the fame reafon, f  am apt to think, the 
vaft architraves, or crofs-flones, refling upon the 
uprights at Stonehenge, were ereflcd j namely, 
w ith an intent to confecrate and prepare the 
worfhippers, by pafTing through thofe holy 

rocks, for the better entering upon the offices 
which were to be performed in their Penetralia^ 

the moft facred part o f  the temple.” *
In ancient Britain, therefore, at thefe To,l- 

men  ̂ or facred cavity o f  flones, ,vvas per
formed the very fame fpecies o f  /uperflition 
alluded to in the fecond volume o f this work} 
in wffiich a paflage through confecrated rocks

*  Borlafe’s Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 1
IS
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13 defcnbed as puFlfymg'the votary’ from-'the 
guilt o f  his crimes, and proved* to* have been 
in ufe in the ancient rayfteries celebrated in 
the caverns o f Mithra > the principal entrances 
into,which, as into Stonehenge,''Abury, and 
all other. Druid l^ n e temples, was from the 
NORTH and the south , called,' in the Homeric 

. defer! pf ion o f the cave o f the nymphs, comment
ed on and amply explained ‘ by Porphyry, the 
No r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  g a t e s . -A t',this 
very day fomething, very much refembling the 
ancient notion and,pra<5tice o f  purification in 
facred caverns, continues in  vogue among the 
Hindoos in one o f our own fettlements,. in  

the ifland o f Pomhayi, about two miles from 
the town, rifes a confiderable hill, called M a- 
labar-H ill, w h ich ,' ftretching into'the' ocean,, 
by its proje6lioji, forma a kind o f  proifiontory. 
A t the extreme p o in t' 'of this hill, 'on ‘ the 
delcent towards the-lea-lhore! there is a rock, 
upon the furface'of vvhich there is a natural 
crevice which Vbmmunicates with a cavity 

opening, below,-and’ terminating towards the 
fea. ** T h is  place,”! fays an author,' to- whofe 
printed account o f  it I was referred' for corro
borative evidence o f its'exiftehce,, is ufed 
by the Gentobs >as ‘ a purification for their 
■ V 0 L .V I. K  ‘ fins,
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fins, which, they/ay, is efFefled by thcii* going 
in  at the opening below, and emergipg out o f 
the cavity above. • T his cavity feems too 
narrow for • perfons o f  any' corpulence to 
fqueeze through j the ceremony, however, is in 
fuch high reputeJn the neighbouring,coun
tries, that, there is a traditipri, that the famous 
Conajee Angria ventured, by- ftealth,. one 
night upon the ifland, on purpofe to perform 
this ceremony, and got ofF.undifcovered,”

CIRCULAR STONE-MONUMENTS'WERE INTfeND-r. ■
Ep AS DURABLE SYMBOLS OF ASTRONOMJ-  

* * ' ̂
CAL CYCLES BY A  RACE WHO REJECTED  

THE USE OF LETTERS,

A N  equal aftronomical myftcry attended 
thofe famous circular ftone monuments o f the 

Druids, fo numerousrin Britain. They .were, 
doubtlefs, intended to be deferiptive o f aftfo- 
nomjcal cycles by a race,,wh6,-not having,- or 

politically forbidding, the ufe o f letters, had no 
other permanent method o f  inftru^ting their 
difciples, pr handing down their knowledge to 
ppfterity. For the moft part, the ftone pillars 
which compofe them are found to be twelve in

number,
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number, alluding to the twelve months j and 
'many, to confift o f thirty  ̂ im reference to the 
number o f years, which, according to the D ru
ids, formed an age, or generation, and was one 
o f  their favourite cycles,, or clfe to that of the 
days o f  which the ancient lunar month con
fided. It is remarkable, that the circle t)f 
ftoncs, form ing‘the grand area o f the temple at 
Abury, according to Stiikeley, confifts exadlly 
o f  orie'hundred ftones, in allufion to ’the cen-' 
tury i  o¥  the two circular temples, inclofed in  
that grand Wea; the buterinoft is compofed o f 
thirty ftones^ the innermoft circle o f twelve, 
with an immenfc done in  the centre twenty- 

on^Jfe'et high, which was indifplifably the 
ftupendbus gnomoii, or flyius, o f fh atm igh ty  
fun-dial.' 'T h at the E gyp tian , obelilks were, 
irf the fame-manner, ufed as gnomons, 'I have' 
proved in the third volume o f  the/e. A ntiqui
ties, arid how much, in general, the Oriental a f. 
tronoriiers were accufiomeci tonifc affronomical 
inftfiimcnts o f extraordinary magnitude, is evi-- 
dent from what we read in  Greaves’s P y r a m i- 
DOGRAPHiA, and in Hyde,: o f the quadrant ufed 
by the Perfiah monarch and aftronomer, U lug 
Beg, which was as high as the dome o f Sandla 
Sophia, at Conftantinople ̂  or one hundred

K 2 and
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and eighty Roman feet.* D r. Borlafe men*» 
tions four o f thefe circles yet remaining in the 
hundred o f Penweth, in Cornwall,*f* not eight 
miles afunder, which have nineteen ftoncs 
each, and he is o f opinion they allude to the 

• two principal divifions o f the year, the twelve 
months, and the /even days o f  the yvcek. It 
Is, however, my opinionj that the Druids 
kneyv, and meant to record by this number, 
the celebrated cycle o f nineteen yearst fuppofed, 
to  have J ^ n ’ firft invented by h^^ton, the 
Grecian aftronomqr, but known to the In« 
dians, and entermg into their calculations, in  
the, earlieft ages o f the world, .and confequent- 
ly  to  th eic  difciples who emigrated to the 
W eft. ̂ ■

,,As all circular, monuments o f  this kind, 
but .more elpecially thofc conlifting^ o f  twelve 
columnal ftonw, vyero meant either as repre- 
fentations o f the dilk o f  the Sun,* or tho revo- 
lution. o f  his orb through the, twelve % n s  of 
th^ Zodiac, tfo all femi-circular ones ftiadowed 
out' the lunar phaBnonaenaj but fucH, dreadful 
havoc has been made o f  thefe venerable veftiges,

♦  Sec Ulug Beg’s Fixed Stars, and Greaves’s Works, vol. i.
p. 80,

f  Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 191.
o f
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o f Druid fuperftition, and o f their laborioua 
detail in aftronomical fcience, that, in moft 
, o f them, the exa£l number o f ftones, o f which 
they anciently cohfifted, cannot now be afcer- 
tained. Stonehenge, however, may be ad
duced as a magnificent inftance of' the former 
aflertionj and there are two others which have 
an undoubted reference to the lunar devotion,, 
although conceived by fome antiquaries to 
have been formed for the purpofe o f  theatrical 
exhibition. The one is in Anglefea,' the anci
ent Mona, in a place called Trer Drew,, or 
Druid’s Tow n, a place too facred for theatri

cal exhibitions j the other is in  M ainland, in 
the ifle o f Orkney, and the efefeent-fike forms 
o f  both evince the original pufpofb o f  theif 
fabrication. M r. Tbland, in his H ila r y  o f  
the D ruids,* confirms this circumflance, 
faying,Tthat ancient tradition^, immerhorially 
preferved on the fpot, affert their dedication to 
the $un and Moon. Thus we read ,m that HiCi 
tory; Eafl o f Dnim eruy, in  the i|le b f Orran, 
is a circular terhple, the diameter o f  whole area 
is thirty paces j and in the fouth o f  the tame 
village’ another, in  the centre o f w h ich 'frill

^iftory of tĥ  Druids,- vpl.i, p»89»

K  3
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remains the altar, confifting o f  a thin broad 
ftone, fupported by three others. In the 
greateft ifland o f the Orkneys, commonly call
ed Mainland, are likewife two temples near 
Lockftenis, one o f which is by ancient tradi
tion believed to have been dedicated to the Sun 
and the other to the Moon j they are each o f 

them furrounded by a trench, like that about 
3tonehcngcj m an y o f the Hones are above 
twenty o^ twenty-four feet high, five broad, 

and one or two thick. Near the lefler temple. 
Hand two Hones o f the fame bignefs with the 
l*eH, through the middle o f one o f which is a 
hole, which fenced to faHen vi£lims, or the 
wicker Coloffus, in which crowds o f ''perfons 
were burnt alive; A t  Bifcaw-vs'oon, near St. 
Burien’s, in Cornwall, is a circular temple, 

confining o f nineteen Hones, diHant from each 
other twehe feet, having another in the centre 
much higher than the reH.” T h e fame writer 
j^efcribes a remarkable Druid temple Hill re
maining entire at ̂ Harries, one. o f the WeHern 
iflands o f  Scotland, and the moH weflerly o f 
thern all, which exhibits, in its plan, both 
aHronomical fcience and Hrong remains o f 
that phyfiqal worfhip to which the ancients 
were fo groflly addicted, as it  feems to havd

been
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been cre£led to the Sun and the Elements, and 
in it, he informs us, Apollo, tlie deity o f 
Claflernifs, was adored. T he body o f  this 
temple confifts o f twelve obelilks, or columns, 
placed circularly, about feven feet high, tw o 
broad, and fix diftant from one another, with 
one thirteen feet high- in the centre, fhaped 
like the rudder o f a fhip, doubtlefs the gno
mon. i t  has likewife fo^r wmgs, ftretching 
out from its lldes, confifting o f four columns 
each, pointing*dire6tly eaft, fouth, weft, and 
north, to reprefent either the four elements, or 
the four cardinal, points, as the twelve pillars 

doubtlefs were intended to denote the twelve 

figns o f the Zodiac, T h e  avenue, which is 
north, conlifts o f  tw o  rows o f  columns, o f the 
fame fize, and is erected at the fame diftances 
as the former: the breadth o f  the avenue is 
eight feet, and the ftones compoling each fide 
nineteen in number,, a ftrong additipnal proof 
o f their acquaintance with the ancient Indian 
cycle of nineteen years.^

* Hiftory of the Druids, vol. i. p- 90,

K 4 STONEHENGE,
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STONEHENGE, A  STUPENDOUS SOLAR TEMPLE:  

THE CIRCLE INDICATES HIS DlSKj AND THE 

n u m b e r  Op STONES FORMING I T  BEING 

SIXTY, THE GREAT SEXAGENARY CYCLE 

OF THE ASIATIC ASTRONOMERS.

B U T , o f  all the circular temples o f  the 
Druids, as S t o n e h e n g e  is the moft confi- 
derable, a defcription o f  it, from the moft an
cient and the moft modern writer on that fub- 
je6l, waving all intermediate ones, is here pre- 
fented to the reader. I take it for , granted, 
that the palfage cited by Diodorus, from He- 
cataeus, and before alluded to by M r. K night, 
is this identical temple o f Stonehenge, or 
C hoirJ G a u r , its ancient Britifti name, mean

ing, according to Stukeley, the great cathedraly 
or grand choir \ and furely no national church 
could ever better deferve that diftinguiftied ap
pellation.

Diodorus relates that there is, an ifland to 
the north, or under the Bear, beyond the 
Celtae, meaning G aul, little inferior in magni
tude to Sicily, in which the Hyperborean race, 
as the Greeks denominated all thofe nations

that
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that were fituated north o f the Streights o f  
Hercules, adored Apollo, as the fupreme divi
nity. • T h a t in it was a magnificent confe- 
crated grove with a circular temple, to which 
the priefts o f  the ifland frequently reforted 
with their harps to chaunt the praifes of 
Apollo, who, for the fpace o f  nineteen yearSt 
(the famous aftronomical cycle o f the Druids,) 

,ufed to come and converfe with them, and 
w hat is more remarkable, they could (as if, 
fays Rowland, they had the ufe o f  telelcopes, 
and I believe they bad) fhew the moon very 
near them, and difcover therein mountains and 
heaps o f caverns;* He defcribes the ifland 
as a fruitful and pleafant ifland, and relates 
that mofl: o f the inhabitants o f it were priefts 
and fongfters. He adds, that they had a lan
guage o f their ow n; and that fome Greeks 
had been in it and prefented valuable gifts to 
their temple, with Greek jnfciiptions on them, 
and that one Abaris came fVom them to 
Greece, and contradfed friendfliip with the 
Delians. He concludes with faying, that, over 
their facred town and temple, there prefided 
a fort o f  men called Boreadas, (fo denominated

Diod. Sic. llb.Ii. p. 130.
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by the Grecians o f  that day,) who were their 
priefts and rulers.

Such is the account given near two thou- 
farjd years ago o f this celebrated temple, for 
it could mean no other, by Diodorus, the Si-, 
cilian, from a writer ftill prior in time. I 
fliall now, for the benefit o f thofe o f my rea
ders who may not be poflefled o f Stukeley and 
other expenfive writers on the fubje6t, infert 
the moft recent, and, I believe, the moft accu
rate, account o f this grand but ruinous fabric 
extant i it is by M r. Gough, in the new editidn 
o f  Camden’s Britannia.

St o n e h e n g e  ftands in the middle o f  a fine 

flat area, ’near the fum m it  o f  a hill, and, is i n -  

clofed w it h  a circular double bank and ditch,  

near thirty  feet broad, the vallum inwards j 

after croffing which,  we afcend thirty yards 

before we reach the work.

“  T he whole forms a circle o f about one 
hundred and ^ h t  feet diameter, from out to 
out,~conrifting, when entire, o f fixty .ftones, 
thirty up 'ight and thirty impoftsj o i  which 
remain only twenty-four upright, feventeen 
{landing and'feven down, three feet and a half 
afunder, and eight impofts.

Eleven

    
 



cc
[ 155 ]

Eleven uprights have their five impofts on 
them by the grand entrance. Thefe ftones 
are from thirteen to twenty feet high. T h e  
lefler circle is fomewhat more than eight feet 
from the in fide o f  the outer one, and confifted 
o f forty lelTer ftones', (the higheft fix feet,) o f 
which only nineteen remain, and only eleven 
ftanding: the walk between thefe two circles is 

three hundred feet in circumference. T he 
adytum, or cell, is an oval, formed o f  ten 
ftones, (from fixteen to twenty-two feet high,) 
in pairs, with impofts, which D r. Stukeley 
calls trilithons, and above thirty feet high, 
rifing in height as they 'go round, and each 
pair feparate, and not connefted as the outer 
pair j the higheft eight feet. W ithin  thefe are 
nineteen more fmaller ftones, o f  which only 
fix are ftanding. . A t the upper end o f the 
adytum is an altar, a large flab o f  blue coarfe 
marble, twenty iiiches thick, fixteen feet long, 
and four broad j preflTed down by the weight o f  

the vaft ftones that have fallen upon it. T h e 

whole number o f  ftones, uprights, impofts, 
and altars, is exa£tly one hundred and forty. 
The ftones are far from being artificial, but 
were, moft probably, brought from thofe called 
the Grey Weathers, on M arlborough-Downs,

fifteen
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fifteen or fixteen miles off; and, i f  tried with a 
tool, they appear o f the fame hardnefs, grain, 
and colour; generally rjeddifli. The heads o f 
oxen, d ^ r, and other b e ^ s, have been found 
in'Vligging in and about Stonehenge; but the 
human bones our authof fpeaks o f  only in 
the circumjacent barrows.

** Dr. Stukeley, in 17^3, dug on the infide 
o f  the altar, to a' bed o f folid chalk, mixed with 
flints. In the reign o f Henry V III. was found 
here a plate o f tin, infcribed with many let
ters, but in fo ftrahge a charafter, that neither 
Sir Thomas Elliott, a learned antiquary, nor 
M r. L illy, matter o f St. 'Paul’s fchool, could 
make them put. This plate, to the great lofs 
o f  the learned world, was foon after loft.

“  T w o ttone pillars appear at the foot o f  
the bank next the area in which the buildings 
ttand; and thpfe are. anfWered by tvvo fpheri- 
cal pits, ^t the foot o f the faid bank,, one with 
a fingle bank o f earth about it, and the oth6r 
with, a double bank, feparated by a dhch.

“  There are three entrances from the plain 
to the ftruftufe, the moft confiderab}e o f which 
is from the north-eaft; and at each o f  them 
were raifdd, on the outfide of the trench,, two 
huge ’ttoAes, with tvvo fmaller within, parallel

to
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to them. The avenues to Stonehenge was firft 
obferved by M r. Aubrey. t)r. Stukeley found 
that it had extended more than one thojjfand 
feven hundred feet down to the bottom o f  the 
valley, and was raifed a little above the Downs, 
between two^ditches. A t . the bottom it turns 
off to the right, or^aft, with a circular fweep, 
and then in a ftrait line goes theJiill be
tween two groups o f feven barrows each, call
ed the K ing’s Graves; T h e  other branch 
points north-weft, and  ̂ enters the Curfus, 
T h is  is half a mile north from Stonehenge, 
ten, thoufand feet  ̂ or tw o jniles,Jong, inclofed 
by two ditches, three hui^red and fifty feet 

afunder.”
There is. np.gccafion for my troubling tlie 

reader with any extended pbfervations on tliefe 
accounts o f  S t o n e h e n o e , Whoever has read, 
or may be inclined to  read, my hiftory o f  the 
origin o f Oriental Architediure, as connected 
with, the aftronpmical and • mythological uo- 
tiptis.^qf the ancientsy printed, in the third vo
lume-of tfiis woik) and inferted there purpofe- 
ly  to,ferve as his; guide in the confideration o f 
the form and ornaments o f  the facred fabrics 
o f Afia, during the farther inveftigation o f the 
phyfical theology pf.the Eaft, may fee moft o f

the
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the affertions feali2ed in the form and ar
rangement o f this old Druid temple. For, in 
the firft place, it is circular,- as it is there 
proved all ancient temples to the Sun and 
V cfta, dr elementary Jire  ̂ invariably were j in 
the fecond place, the adytum, or fa7i6ium fane-' 
torunJi is o f  ah oval form, Teprefehtirig the 
fnunda7te egg,, after the manner that all thofe 
adyta, in which the facred fire‘ .perpetually 
blazed, the' emblem o f  that vivacious invigo-' 
rating energy,' which, pervading the centre, 
warms and animates the vvhole univerfe, w ere. 
conftantly fabricated j in the third place, the 
lituation 4s fixed aftronomically, as we fhall 
make fully evident when we come to fpeak o f 
Abury, the grand entrances both o f this tem
ple and that fuperb monument ■ o f antiquity' 
being placed exactly north-eaji, as all the gates, 
dr . portals, o f the ancient caverns and cavern- 
tcipples were, efpecially thofc' dedicated - to' 
M ithra, that is, the Sunj who ‘rifes \n the eaftj 
and who, in his northern courfe, • flieds his' 
irioft benign influences, for which reafon the 
Indiaris exult in dying when the fun is to the 
north o f the equator j in the fourth place, the' 
number o f  (tones and uprights, making toge-' 
ther exactly fixty, plainly alludes to-that pecu

liar
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liar and prominent feature o f Afiatic aftro- 
nomy, the s e x a g e n a r y  c y c l e , being entire
ly o f Indian and Chinefe invention, and, as 
we fliall hereafter fliew the multiple o f five 
revolutions o f  the planet Jupiter, while the 
number o f ftones forming the inner circle o f 
the cove, being exactly nineteen  ̂ again difplays 
to us the fanious Metonic, or rather Indian, 
cycle, and that of thirty  ̂ repeatedly occurring, 
the celebrated age, orgenefation, o f the Druids; 
fifthly, the temple, being uncovered, proves it 
to have been erected under impreflions fimilar 
to thofe which animated the ancient Perfians, 
who rejected the impious idea' o f confining the 
Deity> whofe temple is earth and Ikies, within 
the fcanty limits o f an inclofed flirine, how

ever inagnificent, and therefore confequently,. 
at all events, it muft have been erected before 
the asra o f Zoroaller, who fiouriflied more 
than five hundred year^before Chrift, and who 
firft covered in the Perfian temples to fave 
from extin6tion^ by the violence of wind and 
rain, the confecrat’ed fires; and, finally, the 

head and.horps of oxen and other animals, 
found buried on the fpot, prove that the fa n -. 
Suinary rites peculiar to the folar fuperftition, 
®nd more particularly the G o m ^ ia , or bull

facrifice
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facrifice o f India, were adually praflifed with
in the awful bounds o f  this hallowed circle.

ROLLDRICH, MEANING- THE DRUlDS’ \VHEEL, 

OR c i r c l e , a  SOLAR TEMPLE: THE WHEEL
I •

A  SACRED EMBLEM IN INDIA, AljfD A L 

LUDING TO THE ROTA SOLlS. ,

T H E  circular temple next in fame and 
magnitude to .Stonehenge is.that called R o ll- 

^ DRiCH, near Chipping-Norton, in Oxford- 
Ihire. It is defcribed by Stukeley, in his 
A bury, as an open temple o f  a circular form, 
made o f Rones fet upright in the ground. 
T h e  columns .that corapofe the- circle' o f  this 
temple, like thole o f Stonehenge,- are'rough 
and unheWn, and the whole bears even'ftrong- 
er marks o f  age and decay than that venerable 
pile^ for they appeared to our author to re- 
femble worm-eaten wood, rather than' Rone. 
T h e very name o f  this ancient work, which is 
in  the moR ancient Britilh diale.fl, indifputably 
proves' it to be o f  Druid original, Camden 
ca lk  this circle Rolle-rich Rones, arid it is re
markable, that, in a book repofited in the 
Exchequer, fuppofed by Dr. Stukeley to-be

poom fday-
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Doomfday-Book, the name o f the adjacent 
town is ftated to be Rollendrich. N ow  the 
term Rollendrich, i f  rightly fpelled, according 
to the ancient orthography, the Doctor con
tends fhould be written Rholdrwyg, which 
means the Druids' •w êl̂  or circle*

D r. Stukeley farther infers this to have been 
a Druid temple from the meafure on which it 
is ere6ted. In a letter which he received from 
M r. Gale, dated Wprcefter, Aug< 19, 1719, 
after that gentleman had vifited the antiquity 
at his requeft, he acquaints him, that the dia
meter o f the circle was thirty-five, yards. T h e 
Bifliop o f London alfo .wrote him word, that 
the diftance, at Stonehenge, frpm the entrance 

o f the area to the temple itfelf was,thirty-five 
yards i and that the diameter o f Stonehenge 
itfelf was thirty-five .yards. H e fuppofes this 
admeafurement not to have been made with 
mathematical exadtnefsj but obferves, when, we 
dock into (̂ the comparative fcale o f Englifli 
feet and cubits, we difcern.fixty cubits o f  the, 
Druids is the meafure fought for. T h e  dia
meter o f the outer circle o f  Stonehenge and 
this circle at Rolldrich is exa£lly equal. The 
circle itfelf is compofed o f ftones o f  various 
lhapes and dimenfions, fet pretty near toge- 

VoL, V I. L  theiv
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ther. They arc flattifb, about fixteen inches 
thick. Originally there feems to have been 

Jixty in number, at prefent there are twenty- 
two ftancling, few exceeding four foot in 
height 5 but one in the; very north point much 
higher than the reft, feven foot high, five and 
a half broad. There was an entrance to it 

> from the mrth-eafi^ as is the cafe at Stone
henge.

T o  this account o f Stukeley I have only to' 
add, from -Camden, that the country-pepple 
in the neighbourhood have a. tradition, that 
thefe 'ftones were once men̂  thus transformed; 
that in the number o f  ftones (iompofing this 
circle we find again the fexagenary. cycle o f 
the Afiatics, and that a wheel was equally a 
faered fymbol in India as with the .Druids j  
the figure o f a very large wheel being cut deep 

on the rock in the very front o f the Elephanta 
pagoda. T h e wheel was probably an ancient 
emblem o f aftronoraical cycles j or rather, as a 
very ingenious friend o f mine, M r. Frere, one 
o f the authors o f that extraordinary produc
tion o f juvenile geniii?, the Eton Mkrocofm,. 
judiciojufly intimated to me, on mentioning 
th t fingular circumftance o f a wheel occurring 
fo often in the antiquities both o f India ̂  and

Britain>
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Britain, it was the rota Jolts to which their 
peculiar fuperftition led thofe infatuated ido
laters continually to allude. In truth, by 
that cxpreffion, the Latin writers meant the 
orb o f the fun, rota pro foils orbe ufurpatur, 
fays Stephanus j as the- Greeks ufed the word
ha-KOq.

I proceed to prefent the reader, from M r. 
Gough’s Camden, with an account of the fer- 
pentine temple o f Abury j only premifing a 
few general obfervatlons concerning t h e  a n 

c i e n t  s e r p e n t - w o r s h i p . ■ ,

It is impoffible to fajr in what coui^try  ̂ the 
worfiiip of ferpents firft .originated.

The ferpent was probably a fymbol o f  the 
jcoiKoSoiiiJLuŷ  or evil genius:, and thofe whole 
fears led them to adore, by way o f pacifying, 
the evil dtemon, eredted to the ferpent the firfl 
altar. In fucceeding periods,, its annual re
newing o f its fkin, added to  the great age tt> 
which it fometimes arrived, induced the primi

tive race to make it the fym bol.of immorta
lity. Serpents'biting their tails, or interwo
ven in rings, were ihenceforwards their fa
vourite fymbols, o f vail aftronoraical cycles, 
of the zodiac, and fometimes o f eternity 
^tfdf. In this ufage o f the fymbol we fee it

L  2 infolding
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infolding all the ftatues p f gods and deified 
rajahs in the facred caverns o f  Salfette and 
Elephanta. Symbols alfo being the arbitrary 
fe'nfible figns o f intelleftual ideas, in moral 
philofophy, the ferpent, doubtlefs, from what 
they themfelves obferved o f it and from the 
Mofaic tradition concerning its being more 
fubtle than any other animal, became the em
blem o f wifdom. In the ancient hierogly- 
phical alphabet, it forms the figure S. It was 
therefore, mythology and philofophy that, in 
my opinion^ though I know that opinion is 
contrary to the judgement o f D r. Stukeley, 
which I ftiall hereafter give at large on this 
curious and interefting fubjedf, that firft ex
alted the ferpent, from being confidered as an 
evil daemon, and a~fmybol o f evil, to the rank 
o f a good d^rrton, and to be regarded as the 
fymbol o f  a benign and perfedl numen.

A n  ancient Phoenician fragment, prclervcd 
for pofterity in the OEdipus iEgyptiacus, 
■ fully expipns the notion \vhich the Egyptians 
and other Pagan nations entertained o f this 
compound hieroglyphic, the g l o b e ,  w i n g s , 

and SERPENT, which decorated the portals o f 
their proudeft temples. Jupiter, fays the 
fragment, is an imagined fphere: from that

fphere
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fphere is produced a ferpent. T h e  fphere 
fliews the divine nature to be without be
ginning or end; the ferpent his W ord, which 
animates the world, and ma.kes it prolific; his 
•wingiy the Spirit of_^God, that by its mo
tion gives life to. the whole mundane ly- 
ftem.

This is farther confirmed by Stukeley in the 
following palfage in his Abury.

W e learn repeatedly from Sanchoniathon, 
Porphyry, and other ancient authors quoted 
by Eufebius in the Praparado Evangelical 
that the firft fages o f the world had ju ft and 
true notions of the nature o f the Deity, con
formable to thofe o f the Chriftians: that, in 

their hieroglyphic way o f  Writing, they de-̂  
figned the Deity and his myfterious nature by 
the facred figure o f the circle, ferpent, and 
wings. O f thefe, the circle meant the Foun
tain o f all B rin g; for, this bring the moft per
fect and ' comprehenfive o f all geometrical 
figures, they defigned it for the.fym bol o f 
the Firft and Supreme Being; whofe refem- 
blance we.cannot find, whofe centre is every 
where, and whofe- circumference is no where. 
The ferpent fymbolized the Son, or firft di
vine emanation from the Supreme, This they

D 5 ealled
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called by the name o f F ^ a , which is derived 
f;rom the Hebrew, rneaning the W o r d . The 
wings fymbolized that divine Perfon oi; Ema
nation from the former, commonly called 
Anima  ̂ Mundiy but the Egyptians called 
him K n e p h , which in Hebrew fignifies 
winged,

A  B U  R  Y ;

A  MAGNIFICENT DRUIDICAL TEMPLE OF THE 

SERPENTINE KIND.

A bout a, mile froiri Silbury-K ill is x^bury, 
a ftupendous monument of Druidifm, firfl: 
noticed by the inquifitive Mr. Aubrey, and 
fince accurately furveyed and commented on 
by the indefatigable Dr. Stukeley. A  village 
o f  that name being built within its circuit, 
and out o f its ftones 5 the gardens, orchards, 
and other inclofures, have both disfigured and 
concealed the great original* plan.

T he v\’hole is environed with an immenfe 
circular rampart, or terrace, o f  earth, fixty 
feet, broad; and a.ditch within it, o f  the fame 
breadth. T h e diameter is one thoufand four 
hundred' feet, the circumference four-thbu-

farid
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fand tight hundred feet, &nd the area Inclofed 
twenty-two acres; through the centre o f 
which runs the high road from M arlborough 
to Bath. T h e firft circle of ftones within 
this area is thirteen thoufand feet diameter, 
and confifts o f one hundred Hones, from fif
teen to feventeen feet fquare, reduced, in 1722, 
to forty, o f which, only feventeen were Hand
ing, and about forty-three feet afunder, mea- 
furing from the centre o f each Hone.

W ithin this great circle, were two leHer, 
each confining o f two concentric circles, the 
outermoH o f thirty, the inner o f twelve. 
Hones, of the fame fize, and at the fame dif- 
tance from each other as the others. T h e 
fouthermoH o f thefe circular temples had a fin- 
gle Hone in its centre twenty-one feet h ig h : the 
northernmoH a cell or kebla, formed o f  three 
Hones, placed with an obtufe angle, towards 
each opening to the north-eaHj before which 
lay the altar, as at Stonehenge. Both thefe 
temples were alrnoH eiifire about the year 
17 16 ; o f the north temple, outer circle, only 
three Hones remained Handing in 1723, and 
fix dow n: o f  the fouth temple fourteen, half 
o f them Handing.

L 4 In
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In  the fouth end o f  the line, connefUng 

the centres o f thefe two temples, is a middle- 
iized ftone, with a hole in it, perhaps to 
fallen the vi£lims to. Numbers of thefe 
Hones have been broken by burning, to build 
houfes with j and others buried, to gain the 
ground they Hood on for pafture. T h e 
two original entrances to this ftupendous 
work were from the fouth-eafl: and the weft, 
and each bad an avenue o f  ftones. T he firft 
o f  thefe, or Kennet-avenue, was a mile long, 
o f  one hundred and ninety ftones on a fide, o f 
which remained fevertty-twp, in 1720, termi^ 
nating at Overton_^ill,. which overhangs the 
town o f W eft Kennet, and on which was 
another double circle o f forty, and eighteen 
other ftones.

This was called, by the comm^on people, 
the Sart6luary, and is defcfibed by M r. Aubrey 
as a double circle o f ftones, four or five feet 
high ; the diameter o f the outer circle forty 
yards, and o f the fnner fifteen; many were 
fallen, and • now there -is not one left. He 
fpeaks'of the wall leading to it, fet with large 
ftones, o f  which, he fays, one fide was nearly 
entire; the other fide w anted'a great many. 
H e noticed only one avenue-fi?bm Abury to

Overton-
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Overton-Hill, having no apprehenfion o f  th j 
double curve it  makes: but he erred in faying 
there was a circular ditch on Overton-Hill. 
From the weft fide o f Abury goes another 
avenue to ^Beckampton* o f the fame length, 
and compofed o f the fame' number o f ftones, 
of. which fcarce any remain. On the north 
o f  this avenue was Longftones j a cove o f 
three ftones, facing the fouth-eaftj its back 
made o f one o f the ftones o f the avenue. It 
{food on a little eminence, and ferved as a 
chapel. This ftone and another flat one 
are each fix teen feet high and broad, and 
three and a half thick r the third carried ofFt- 
Aubrey calls thefe the Devil’s Quoits. N ot 

far from them is Longftone Long-Barrow.
D r. Stukeley calculated the total number o f  

ftones employed to' form this ftupcndous work 
o f  Druidifra,' with its avenues and Overton- 

Temple, at fix hundred and fifty. He fuppo- 
fed that altogether, when entire, ' i t  repre-( 
fented the Deity by a ferpent and circle j the^ 
former reprefented by the two avenues. O ver-  ̂
ton-Temple beirjg its head j the latter by the 
great work within the valljim at Abiiry.

At.prefent, there only remains a ftw  ftones 
ftanding o f this once magnificent and extra

ordinary
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ordinary monument o f Druidical architecture, 
fo conftruCled, and o f  fuch materials, as to 
warrant the fuppofition, that neither the ra
vages o f  time, nor the chance o f incident, 
€ould fo effectually have obliterated it for 
many ages to come.

W indm ill-H ill, north o f A buty, is ê i-» 
compaffed with a ̂ circular trench, covered with 
barrows} in one o f  which Dr. Stukeley found 
an urn. T he {tones em ploy^ in all thofe 
works, from fifty to feventy tons weight, are 
the fame as thofe ,at Stonehen^, brought 
from M arlbofough-Downs, where the counr 
try-people call them s a r ^ e n s ,  from a Phoeni
cian word for a rock.

A s this (tupendous temple o f Abury was 
fiffl difeovered and traced in all its directions 
by the indefatigable induftry o f Dr. Stukeley, 
in fearching out the venerable remains o f D rui
dical antiquity in .Britain, and as that ihge- 
nious author has made the biftory both o f 
ferpents and ferpentine temples the peculiar 
object o f laborious inquiry in his fecond yo- 
lume, it is but ju ft that he ihould be p'ermiu 
ted fully to explain his (own fentiments on 
the fubjeCt, which he does in a more learned 
and imprefiive manner than I can pretend to

do
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do for him. T h e quotation that follows is 
fu ll as applicable to Afiatic as Britilh antiqui* 
ties, and remarkably corroborates not only 
moft o f the preceding aflertions in th ŝ vo^ 
lume, but the general hypothefis on which 
this work and the Jndian hiftory proceeds.

DRACONTIA, OR SERPENTINE TEMPLES, ANll
1

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SERPENTS 

C O N S I D E R E D .

“  Dracontia,” fays our author, ** was a 
name among the firft learned nations, for the 

very ancient fort o f temples, o f which they 
could give no account, nor well explain their 
meaning upon it. '

** Servius, on the fecond .®neid, writes, 
* anguii is a proper name o f the Water-fnake, 

ferpens o f the land, draco o f  thofe belonging 
to temples.’ This latter unavoidaibly brings 
to our mind the temples o f ^he ancients’ kept 
by dragons, which we fo frequently meet with 
in claflical hiftor-y. And we may well pre
fume they mean fuch temples as this o f Aburyy 
Dracontia. 5

‘ The
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« * The ferpent,’ fays Maximns o f Tyre, 
DifTert. 38. * was the great fymbol o f the 
D -iiy  to moft nations, and, as fuch, was wor- 
fhipped by the Indians.’ The temples o f old, 
made in the form o f a ferpent, were called, for 
that, ireafon, Dracontia. T h e univerfality o f 
this regard for ferpents (hews the high anti
quity o f the fymbol, and that it was antedi
luvian.

“  In truth, the firft learning in the world 
confided chiefly in fymbols. T he wifdom o f 
the Chaldeans, Phoenicians, Egyptians, Jews, 
o f  Zoroafter, Sanchoniathon, Phcrecydes 
SyruSi Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, o f all 
the ancients, that is come to our hand, is 
fymbolic. ‘ It was the mode,’ fays Serranus 
on Plato’s Sympofium, ‘ o f the ancient phi- 
lofophers, to reprefent truth by certain fym- 
bola and hidden images.’ T h at the Pruids 
ftudied in  this Enigmatic and fymbolic way, 
appears from what we are yvriti,ng u p on ; and 
Diogenes. Laertius, in his proem, ajSirms it  o f 
them. -Heranksthem withtbeM agi, ChMde^ns, 
and G'ymnofophifts, gives fome o f  their 4ocr 
trines, and makes them rather more ancient 
than the Egyptians, meaning the learned among 
the Egyptians, He fays, * the Gymnojbphift^

m
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are defcejided of the Magi, and, fome afErm, the 
Jews ^00.’ He means tlie anceftors o f  the Jews, 
Abraham in particular. I believe, Drui'ds; 
Chaldeans, Gymnofophifts, and Egyptians, 
all defcended, or rather difciples, o f the M agi, 
who were the firft and patriarclial priefts after 
the flood. Sanchoniathon calls Shem, as I 
take it, by the name o f M agus, as the prince 
o f the order. He fays the Egyptians ‘veil 
their do£lrines under the figure oF beetles, 
fnakes, birds, and other animals. And it 
feems to be the origin o f  animal-wprfliip in 
Egypt. ^

“  This fymbol o f the fnake and circle, which 
is the picture o f the temple o f Abury, we 

fee on innumerable Egyptian monuments. 
Always it holds the uppermofl:, the firft and 
chief place; which fliews its high dignity.

Mr. Selden, upon the Arundel marbles, 
p. 133, fays, ‘ this figure in abbreviated w ri
ting, among the Greeks, fignifies the
Deity.* And Kircher, in his third tome, af

firms the like o f the B radm ans o f the E ^ -  
Indie^.

** I can by no means admit it to be an Egyp
tian invention. T he Egyptians took this, 
and hieroglyphic writing in general, from the

common
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c6ttimon anceftors o f  mankind. This is fuf* 
ficiently proved from the univerfality o f the 
thing, reaching from China in the ealf, to 
Britain in. the weft, nay, and into America 
too.

“  Nothing o f fo high accoant among the 
Chinefe as the' reprefentatioii o f 'dragons and 
lerpents, as we fee in all their piflures and 
litenfilsj nay, the very ftamps upon thdr ink. 
I t  is the genial banner o f their empire. It 
means every thing that is facred among them. 
In Baron "Vifcher’s elegant book o f ancient ar- 
chiteflure, T ab . X V . yoii have the pi6ture o f 
a Chinefe triumphal arch (of which there are 
many in the city o f Pekin; j twice upon it 
is pi<ftured, in a tablet over the front, a cir
cle ’ and two fnakes, as on Egyptian works. 
T h e y  adorn their temples, houfes, habits, and 
every thing, with this figure, as a common 
frophylaxis. I apprehend it was from the be
ginning a facred amuletic character. It is 
carved feveral times- on the cornifties o f the 
temple (I take it fo to be) of Perfepolis, as 
w e fee in Sir John Chardin, Le Brun, Kaemp- 
fer.  ̂Dragons were the Parthian enfigns, 
from  whom the Romans, in later rimes, took

them.
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them, and our Saxon anceftors from the Ro» 
mans. It is a known verfe in the Satyrift,

PInge duos angues, facer eft locus.

“  I f  we confider the natural hiftory o f this' 
animal, vve mud: allow the ferpent-kind, as to 
their outward appearance, to be among the 
nioft beautiful creatures in the world. The 
poets, thofe great mafters o f  nature, are lux
uriant in their defcriptions o f  them, compa
ring them to the mod: glorious appearance in 
the univerfe, the rainbow.

Thus Virgil, iEne^d V .

Caeruleae cui terga not®,, maculofus & auro 
Squainam incendcbat fulgor j ceu nubibus arcus 
Mille trahit varies, adverfo foie colores.

T hus Lucan,

Serpitis aurato nitidi fulgore dracones.

CrlfU s praefignis U  auro.

O v i d  M e t * j .Igne rnicant oculi. — —, '

O f Cadmus’s fnake,

“  Hephsedion II. writes concerning the hy
dra of Hercules,'that half his head was o f gold. 
I faw a fnake o f fuch .exquifite bcaiity in  
Surrey. The motion and the appearance or

bright
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bright golden colour, being fo like to angelic 
feraphic beings, no wonder the ancients con
ceived fo high a regard for the ferpent, as to 
reckon i t  a moft divine animal. There is a 
kind o f them bred in Arabia and Africa, o f a 
ih in in g yellow colour, like brafs, or burnilhed 
gold, which in ^ o tio n  r e f i t s  the funrbcams 
with inconceivable luftre. Some o f them arc 
faid to have wings, called Seraphs, Saraphs, 
Seraphim, mentioned Deut. xii. 15: this is the 
name given to the brazen ferpent: and equally 
to the angels and celeftid meffengers, who are 
del^ibed o f  this appearance, in Scripture. So 

cherubim that fupported the Shechinah 
iî : Ezekiel i. 7, * Sparkled like the colour o f 
burniihed brafs.* T h e divine appearance be
tween the candlefticks in Apocalypfe i. 15. ‘ His 
feet were like to fine brafs, as if  they burned 
in a furnace.’ Hence his minifters are called 
a flame o f  fire, Pfalm civ ,.

** Secondly, cbnfider the motion o f a ferpent; 
it is wonderful j performed without the help 
o f  legs, nay incomparably quicker than- their 
kindred o f the crocodile and lizard kind, which 
have four legs. It is fwift, fmooth, wavy, and 
beautiful. T he ancients conceived it to be 
like the walking o f  the gods; whence the no

tion
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tion 'of deified heroes with ferpents feeti> .Phc- 
recydes Syrus fays, the gods have fnakes. feet:, 
meaning their motion was fmooth.and, fweejj- 
tng, without the alternate ufe of legs. , ,,

“  Heliodorus III. fpeaks o f the wavy motiopj 
o f the gods, not by opening their fe.et, but 
with a certain aerial force: it' was called in-< 
cejfus. Non ambulamus  ̂fed  incedimus  ̂ fays Se
neca.

Aft ego, quae divflm incedo regina, Jqvifqiie j
E t  foror &  conjux -■  ■ -  V IR Q . JEnt. I .

Et vera incejfu patuit dea.

So the prophet Ezekiel defcfibes the mo-' 
tion of the alate globes under the c.herubirh's’ 
feet, as it ought to be underftood, i ‘2?

^ahchoniathon the Phcehician in EufeK' 
p. 7, writes, that the nature o f ferpents is 
vine. * It is the moft fpirltual animaV o f all, 
and fiery 3 it performs aU its'various motions 
by its fpirit, without other organs j and much 
more of this kind to our purpofe.’ ferem , xlvi. 
22, the ftiout and the march o f an arm^ are 
compared to the motion o f a ferpent.
• “  Thirdly, from the form, pafs we to the" 
inlnd o f the ferpent, i f  we may be allowed fo to 
talk; T h e wLfdoiu o f this creature is cele-

V o t .V I . brated
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'bratdd fj?otn liie tfm6 o f  creation itfelf. Mo(c$ 
Writes; it was more fuBtle than any other crea
ture, Ge/!̂ /. in . i .  Our Saviour recommends 
to the mihiftry to imitate the prudence o f  
fefpeiits, as w ellhs the innocence o f doves; h« 
makes it the fymbol o f  Chriftian prudence. 
T h e ' Pfalmift compares the flynefs o f  the 
wicked to the ferpent, which refufes to bo 
charmed. Ariftotle writes, that this animal is 
Very crafty j but i f  we Inquire Into authors 
concerning^ this wifdom o f the creature, no
thing occurs fatisfaffory; in truth it is figura
tive and, fymbolical j meaning the charm o f  
rhetdriG arid oratory, taken from the divided 
tongue o f this creature, and more efpecially 
regarding the preachers o f  evangelical truths { 
î i‘yXua’<rte6 among the ancients was prudence. 
C u r Savioui*, in the forecited place o f the Apo«  ̂
Calypfe, is reprefented w ith a two-edged fword 
in  h h  mouth, meaning the efEwey o f preach
ing. .The people affirmed * never man fpakO. 
like this mdn:’ and he fent the divine fpirit o f  

'■ eloquence and.languages upon his apoftles, irv 
the Ukenefs o f cloven tongues o f fire.

Servius on the fecond iEneid, Ipeaking o f  
■ tlie tongue o f Laacoon’s ferpent, fays,

£ibila lambcbant luiguls vibrantibus oraj

and
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and'tells us, no creature moves its tongU ltm tlf 
fo much fwiftnefs j fo that it feems. triple.

Trcfque vibrant linguse -

Says Ovid o f Cadmus’s fnak'e.

cc T he tongue was the only a£Hve arms o f 
the apoftles, as the bifid tongue o f the ferpent 
is its only weapon j and which, as the ancients 
thought, carried life and death with it.

“  From the numerous and credible accounts 
I  have- Teeiij fnakes, | am perfuaded, have a , 
power ;of ,<jharming„ by looking ftedfaftly with 
their fiery eyes on birds, mice, and fuch crea-* 

lures as they prey upon. They are put into 
fuch an.agony j .as to;run by. degrees into their 
Open mouth. Farther, fnakes were thought 
to have an enchanting power, not -joply with 
their eyes, but fikewiCe by whifpering into th? 
fars; for b y  that whifpering they communi
cated a. prophetic and divine fpirit.,

“  A ll thefe put together, I .take tQ be good 

reafons for .the extraordinary veneration paid 
tp this creature from all antiquity. Our oldeft 
heathen writer, Sanchoniathon, fays, the Phoe
nicians called it agathodeemon̂  the good angel, 
Epies^ the Phoenician, in Eufebius, pronounces

M  2 it
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divine animal. Maximus o f  Tyre, 
before quoted, writes, that the ferpent was the- 
great fymbol o f the Deity in moft nations, 
even among the Indians.”*

O f this latter aflertion I have already, in  
the preceding volumes o f  Indian Antiquity, 
given innumerable proofs} and the reader may 
confult, as additional proof,- the engraving, 
in the fifth, o f Hindoos adoring and feeding 
ferpents. D r. Stukeley concludes by obferving: 
** N o wonder,'then, from fucli reafons as thefe,

- and others as obvious, the ancients concluded 
this to be the moft divine o f all animals, and 
thought it the apteft fymbol o f the Now? 
the other, or fecond, mind o f  Plato,-whont 
they affirmed to be the Creator o f the world. I 
know  not whether this notion o f  theirs did 
not farther contribute ^  it j they thought thefe 
aninials brought forth by-the m outh.’ They 
have too no limbs, or members for a6lion, but 
exert their ipighty power by the mouth o n ly ; 
whence Horus Apollo fays, ‘ a ferpient is the 
fymbol o f the mouth.’ ”

A  very curious remain o f  this kind o f tem
ple, ahd one, that, when refident at Woodford,

Stukeley’* Abury, p. 56, et fcqi

in
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ill Eflex, I examined myfelf, is that on Nave- 
ftock-Common, and not the leaft ingenious- 
part o f the D oflor’s account of it is his deri
vation o f the name. ** In the laft year o f  m y 
travels,” fays he, “  I found another o f thefe 
alate temples on Naveftock-Comraon, in Effex, 
which feems to be o f a later date than the 
other, and when perhaps the original doclrine- 
concerning thefe theological fpeculations was 
fomewhat forgotten j becaufe this temple is 
fituate on a dry^ommon, not n e^ w ater; but 
the figure is the very fame.

** W hat is exceedingly remarkable, as to this 
noble antiquity on Naveftock-Common, i?, 
that the name ftiould remain to this time, and 

which confirms all that we faid before con
cerning them, as to their name and meaning: 
for Naveftock muft have been fo called from 
fome old and remarkable tree, probably an 
oak, upon Or by the C N E P H , or winged 
temple, Naveftock. Our Englifti word knave  ̂
which had no ill meaning at firft, fignifies the- 
fame thing, alatuŝ  impiger; the Latin^ word 
gnavus the very fame: and knap̂  a Teutonic- 
word, the like; all from the^Heb£ew original.

“  I doubt not, but there are more fuch tern-.- 
pies in the ^Britannic ifles, called Knaves-Caf,

M  3 ties
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ties or the like. One I remember to’have fcen, 
on a great heathy common, by the Roman 
W atling-Street, in StafFordfliirei And M r, 
Toland takes notice o f a winged temple o f  ouy 
Druids in the Hebrid or Hyperborean iflands, 
Shetland.’*

Although the disfigured plan and ruined 
fiate o f  this vaft Druidical fane forbid us to 
ipeak concerning it with all that precifenefs 
and decifion neceflary to the eftablifliment o f 
a  new hypothefis 5 yet my conjedture o f  the 
ftones being placed in number and order con- 
fonant to ideas founded in aftronomy, borders 
nearly upon certainty, when we confider the 
various corroborating circumfiances in the 
preceding account. T h e remarkable numbers 
100, 60, 30, and 12, conftantly occurring, 
unavoidably bring to our recolleclion the great 
periods o f  aftronomical theologyi the century, 
the fexagenary cycle o f India, the thirty years 
which formed tl^  Druid age, the twelve figns 
o f  the zodiac, and the number o f years in 
which the revolutions o f  Sati^n are perform
ed j o f which, multiplied by five, it has been 
pr^ iou fly  obferved, the fexagenary cycle was 
originally fabricated. T h ^  the gr^at circle 
confifts, we are told, o f 100 ftones; the whole

tempi?.

    
 



t *h I
temple Is furfounded with a circular 
6o feet broad, and with a ditch o f  exadly th^ 
fame breadth, and o f the two concentric cir
cles, inclofed within the greater, the outermoft 
confifts o f 30, the inner o f iz  ftones. D r. 
Stukeley computes that the two avenues, the 
one leading to Kennet, the other to Beck- 
hampton, were each formed o f  190 ftones j 
but, as o f  thefe fo very few remained for him 
to form a ju ft computation by, we may 
fairly, upon the ground o f analogy, and as 
having an equal reference to aftronomical cal
culation, ftate the number o f each to have 
been 180, which, doubled, gives the total 
amount o f the days o f the ancient year, before 
it was reformed by the fuperior correefnefs o f 
modern aftronomers. T h at the Orientals ac
tually did regulate their defiigns in architec
ture by fuch fanciful rules o f menfuration is 
evident from what Diodorus Siculus tells us  ̂
that the walls o f Babylon were built by 'S e- 
inhamis, o f the extent o f 360 furlongs, to 
mark the number o f days o f  the ancient year, 
f ie  adds, ftie employed in that vaft under
taking no lefs than two millions o f men, and 
one ftadium was erected every day, till the 
whole was completed within the period o f

M 4  ‘ •'W
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t&at ycir, the length o f which the meafufc 
o f  their circumference was intended, to repre- 
ient.* N or did they confine- their aftronomi- 
ca[ allufions to architedure only, for they en
tered largely into their religious and civil or
dinances, fince the fame author informs us, 
that, at the tomb o f Ofiris, during the days o f 
lamentation, the priefts, who were appointed 
to  bewail his death, daily poured put libations 
o f  milk from 360 vafes^  to denote the days 
o f  the primitive year, ufed in the reign o f that 

• m onarch; and, again, that, at Acanthe, near 
Memphis, on the Lybian fide o f  the Nile, it 
was art ancient immemorial cuftom, on a par
ticular feftival, for 360 priefts to fetch water 
from the Nile, in as many vefTels, from that 
iriver, and then to pour the water into a great 
receiver perforated at ^he bottom j by which 
ceremony they reprefeiitecTboth the days o f 
the ancient year and the ceafelefs lapfe o f  irre
vocable tim e.l Another ftill more remarkable 
ftory o f  this kind is recorded by Herodotus, 
who acquaints us, that Cyrus, in his expedi-

• Diod. SIcul. p. 120. 

f  Ibid. lib. i. p. z6. Rhodomanni. 

Ibidem, p. 209.

tion
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lion agalnft Babylon, in  order to render the 
river Gyndes fordable for hia army, as well 
as from a curious Ipecies o f  revenge for the lofs 
o f  one o f the confecr’ated horfes o i the fun^ 
drowned in the previous attempt to pafs that 
ftream, divided it into 360 channels, the num
ber o f the degrees through which the fun him- 
felf pafles in his progrefs through the zodiac.** 

Thefe are all plain veftiges o f the folar de
votion, as well as proofs o f  its univerfal influ
ence which fpread from the plains o f Babylon, 
where it originated under Bel us, to the rocks 
and forefts o f Britain, firll tenanted by his 
pofterity the Belidae, that primseval colony who 
inftituted the Bealtine, and who, according to 

M r. Bryant’s and my own fuppofition, were 
the fabricators o f  Stonehenge and the de- 
ligners o f Abiiry. D r. Stukeley, alfo, we fee, 
eftimates the whole number o f  (tones inter- 
fperfed throughout the ftupendous work o f  
Abury to be 650; bvit, for the reafons al
leged above, no great violence will be offered 
to probability i f  we (late them as 600, which 
is the precife period afl'erted by. Jofephus, from 
the traditions of his nation, to have' been

Herodotl, lib. i. p. 189.
known
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known to  the ante-diluvians, and ftated by 
him to have been their annul magnus,* By 
this cycle o f  fix hjindred years, which Bailli 
terms lumfolar, Jofephus is Tuppofed to have 
meant the period wherein the fun and moon 
return to the flame fituation in the heavens in 
which they were at the corhraencement o f  that 
cycle ; and it is o f  this cycle that the great 
aljronomer. Caflini, cited in Long, fpeaks with 
fuch rapture, for he obferves, that this grand 
period, o f which no intimation is found in t)ie 
remaining monuments o f any other nation, 
except the ancient_Hebrews, is the fineft pe-. 
lio d ’lihat ever was invented, fince it  brings 
out the folar year more exa£lly than that o f  
Hipparchus and Ptolemy, and the lunar month 
within about one fecond o f what it is deter* 
mined by modern aftronomers. If, adds Cafiini, 

the ante-diluvian^ had fuch a period o f 6oo 
years, they mufi: have known the motions o f 
the fun and moon more accurately than they 
were known fome ages after the flood.-f*

But to refume the. confideration o f  other 
interefting and important matters fuggefted

• Jofephi Antiq-Judaic. Jib. i, cap. 3. 

-)• Long’s Aflrpnomy; vol.li. p. 6 jJ.

py
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by the furvey o f  A bury. W hen tlie reader re
collects all that has been remarked in the pre
ceding volumes concerning the northern aC~ 
pedis o f the g a t e s  o f  the ancient caverns and 
temples, it will be mo fmali corroboration o f  
an hypothefis, which would eftablifli thefe im - 
menfe ftrudtures as the work o f an Oriental 
colony, that the grand entrance to this tem
ple, not lefs than Stonehenge, is towards the 
nortb-eaft quarter', for, as Stukeley has very ju - 
dicioufly remarked, ever fince the world began, 
in building temples, or places o f  religious wor- 
fhip, men have been ftudious in fettling them 
according to the quarters o f  the heavens; 
fince they confidcred the world as the general 

temple, or houfe o f G od, and that all particu
lar temples ftiould be regulated according to 
that Idea. The eaft naturally claims a prero
gative, where the fun and all the planets and 
liars arife: the eaft, therefore, they confidered 
as the face and front o f the univerfal temple. 
T h e north was confidered as the right hand, 
and great ]power o f the world j the fouth as the 
left handT or leffer power. For, when the fun 
approaches the northern region, paffing over 
the vernal equinox, he brings plenty, and the 
fulnefs o f his benign influences : when he re

turns
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turns to the fouth, the face o f  nature Ian- 
guilhes in its winter attire j therefore they 
thought the polar region not only higheft, but 
o f  moft eminence and cfFedV. This obferva- 
fion, he afterwards adds, immediately applies 
to  our purpofe, for we cannot but obferve, 
that the whole o f Abury temple, i f  due regard 
be had to its figure, has its upper part to the 
northi and its face, i f  we may fo fpeak, to
wards the eaji. In that dire£lion the ferpent 
bends; that way the cove o f  t ^  northern 
temple opens; that way the cove o f  Beck- 
hampton avenue; that way the face o f Stone
henge temple looks. So that the Druids appear 
to have the fame nptions with the other wife 
men of the Oriental ancients.* It has been 
obferved, that' the two wings o f  Abury are 
formed o f  two temples inclofcd vvithin.the 
great circukr t o p i c ;  the one o f thefe li  
fituated oh the north, and the other on the 
fouth, on which our antiquary remarks j it 
ihoUld feera that the northern temple had the 
pre-eminence, and was the more facred o f the 
t w o ; for, as the cqv? was the adytum o f that 
temple, fo the whole northern temple may be

f  Sec Stukcley’s Abury, P*5I.

efteeme4
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cfteemed.as the adytum o f the whole work# 
the foutherii being as the body o f.it.*  , , 

Thefe temples, however, were not only thus 
placed with reference to ancient theological 
notions, ftriftly O riental; but their ftations 
were fixed with mathematical precifion to cor- 
tefpond with the four cardinal points. D r. 
Stukeley is o f opinion, that, in thus fixing 
their fituatipn, they ufed.a compafs, or magne
tic inftrument, and he has moft ingenioufly at-» 
tempted to afcertain, from the variation o f that 
needle, the exadt ara  o f  the conlirucfHon o f  ei
ther building. He found the variation in all the 
■ jvorks about Stonehenge to be between fix and 
feven degrees,to the eaft o f  the north, and at 
Abury to be about ten degrees the fame way, 
§nd that as precifely as poffible. .This circum- 
flianccj' hepbferyes, 'm uft necefiarily excite at
tention; as, from this regular variatipn in both 
places, there is ,lefs reafon to fuppofe it acci
dental, ■ T he whole work was .manifeftly in 
tended to be fet on the cardinal points o f  the 
heavens, but they all vary one w&y, and exa(St- 
ly the fame quantity. T h us Kennet-avenue 
enters the town, o f Abury ten degrees north o f

• See Stukeley*s Abury, p. 51.
the
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the nofth-wefl: p6int, which north-weft.point 
was the Druids’ purpofe. T h e  neck o f  the 
fefpcnt going down from Overton-Hill regards 
Silbury prccifely, and their intent was that it 
fhould be full weft j but it is ten degrees north 
o f  the weft. T h e  meridian line o f the whole 
w ork pafles from Silbury-H ill to the centre o f 
the temple at A b u ry : this varies ten degrees 

to the eaft from the north point. The ftu<* 
pendous c o v e  in the northern temple open§ 
ten degrees eaft o f  north-eaft j whereas it was 
their purpofe that it ftiould exactly correfpond 
w ith north-eaft. T h e diameter o f  the great 
circle o f  the great ftones at Abury, on which 
the north and fouth temples are built, was de  ̂
ligned to have been fet on the line from tiorth- 
weft to fouth-eaft, but it verges ten degrees 
northward j and fo it is o f  all other particu^ 
lars.* T h e refult o f  his obfervations On thii 
point is, that, arguing upon Halley’s hypo- 
thefis, that an entire revolution o f  the circle 
is performed in about the fpace o f  7oo_jears^ 
and, judging from the different effe6t o f  the 
weather upon the refpe6live ftru(Stures, the 
great diverfity in the manner o f  the works.

• Abury, p-S*.
added
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added to many other confidcratlons, w e m ay 
conclude Abury to have been ere6ted at leaft: 
700 years prior in tim e'to Stonehenge, B ut 
if  we take two entire revolutions of that cir
cle; it will then have been er‘e6ted 1400 years 
previous to the other, which w ill carry U9 
back to the time o f Abraham, near two _thou- 
fand ■ years  ̂ before JChrill:, about which time 
the Doctor thinks the Tyrian Hercules led the 
firft Phoenician colony to Britain. T o  all this 
accumulation o f conje6lural evidence by Stuke-  ̂
ley,T  {hall add, that the magnet is mentioned, 
by the mo/l ancient claflical writers, under 
the name o f Lapis Heraclius, in allufion to its 
alTerted inventor Hercules j and D r. Hyde en
ables me to affirm, that the-Chaldeans and 
Arabians have immemorially made ufe o f  it, 

'to guide them over the vaft defects that over- 
fpread their refpedlive countries.^ According 
to the. Chinefe records, alfo, the Emperor 
Ching-Vang, above a thoufand years before 
Chrift, prefented the ambafTadors ,of the king 
o f  Cochin-Chma with a fpecies o f magnetic 
index, which, fays Martinius, certe monjlra '̂  
hat iterj Ji'Oe terra illud  ̂ Jive mari facientibus^

See Hyde de Reli^one Veterum Perfarum, 189*
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T h e  Chinefe, he adds, call this inflrum ent 
Chinan i a name by which they at this day de
nominate the mariner*s <ompafs,* In refpe6i to 
the Indians, there can be little doubt o f their 
having been as early acquainted with the mag
net, as the earlieft o f thofe nations whom their 
gems and rich manufa£lures allured to their 
coaft, and whofe fliorcs they themfelves vilited 
in return j and that they were, in the. remoteft 
aeras, engaged not lefs .thah the Phoenicians in 
projects o f  diftant commerce and navigation,, 
which cannot be extenfively carried on with-; 
out a knowledge o f  the magnet’s powers,.!^ 
have this ftrong and curious evidence , to pro
duce ;, for, in the raoft venerable o f  their fa- 
Cred law-tra£ls, the Inftltutes o f Menu, -that 
is, the firft, or Swayambhuva M enu, fuppofed 
b̂y the Indians to have been revealed by that 

primasval legiflator many millipns o f years 
ago, and to which, in fa^l, after mature deli
beration, Sir W illiam  Jones cannot affign a 
lefs ancient date than one thoufand or fifteen 
hundred, years before the Chriftian «ra, but 
which is, probably, o f a far fuperibr tradi
tional antiquity, there is a curious palTage on

•  M.nrtinius, Hift. Sin. p.JoS
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the legal intereft of money, and the limited 
rate of it in different cafes, with an excep
tion in regard to adventures at fea.”*

Future inveftigation, and our increafing 
knowledge relative to the early growth of the 
fclences in India, will probably demonftrate 
the fa£t which is here only fuppofed. The 
channel, by which they might have very eafily 
became acquainted with its wonderful proper
ties, muft be inftantly apparent to every one 
M'ho refledls on the innumerable benefits, 
which the difcovery of fo ineftimable a trea- 
fure has bellowed upon mankind. In 
the ftupendous acquifition may, in my opi
nion, be fafely afligned to divine Revelation 
vouchfafed to Noah, that it might be an un- 
erring guide to that holy and favoured patri
arch when inclofed in the dark bofom of the 
ark. Nor is it at all improbable that the 
Deity, by whofe exprefs diredlion that arb was 
fabricated, fhould impart, at the fame time, 
the knowledge of a raagnetical index to direct 
its devious courfe, aniidft the boundlefs dark- 
nefs that reigned around, and the united fury 
of the conflicting elements. The momentous

See vol.i. p. 429, and vol. ii. p. 37>*
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fecret thus intr^fted to the patriarch might be 
tranfmitted down to  his immediate pofterity, 
and by them inviplably preferved, till the pe  ̂
riod arrived when the enlarged population and 
jncreafing commerce o f mankind rendered its 
divulgement neceflaryj  ̂ towards fulfilling the 
benevolent^ defigns o f  that Providence who 
conftituted man a focial and an inquifirive 
being. / ,

A n  inquiry has already in part been infti- 
tuted into the real country and aera in which 
Hercules dlouriflied, and I have fliewn, that 
neither the Hercules of Tyre, nor y ^  o f i^ y p t, 
were the fir(  ̂ whofe a6tions are recorded on 
the page o f  hiftory. There \vas, we have 
feen, a Chaldean (that is, an J[ndian) Her
cules, or, as we have found him before deno
minated, an Hercules Belus, prior in time to 
all who bore the name j arid upon that fa 6 f,, 
which I hope to eftablifh beyond all doubt, 
depends a great part o f  the novel fyftem 
which I mean to purfue in the courfe o f 
the Indian H iftory; for every man has 
his fyftem before him when he commences a 
great hiftorical undertaking; and, i f  the fyftem 
be founded on a proper balls, that is, o f  
fa^fs recorded in profane, compared with and

ftrcngthened
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iirengtheried by thofd o f facred, hiftory, it is 
to be hoped that fuch fyftem merits, and w ill 
find, fupport.

For the information alluded to we are in 
debted to a celebrated and eloquent Pagan wri
ter, whofe account, in this inftance, wonder
fully corroborates the true fyftem o f facred the
ological hiftbry. It is Cicero, who, after enu- 

,merating the refpeftive genealogies o f all thofe 
who bore the name o f Hercules in the ancient 
world, acquaints us, that the Indian Hercules 
is denominated Belus j” *^nd I  hope, hereafter, 
in the regular hiftory of ancient India, to make 
ftill more and more, evident what has already 
been-averted, thatfto thi? renowned A flyriaa 
and Indian conqueror, who, under the name o f 
Bali, engrofles three o f the Indian Avatars, is* 
to he aferibed the greateft part o f the nume
rous exploits o f that celebrated perfbnage ia . 
different quarters o f the world} exploits o f  
which the memory was deeply rooted, and. 
continued for a long time to flourifti, in  every 
colony that emigrated from Afia, deeply 

blended with their hiftory and interwoven 
vvith their mythology,, He was, as- before 
obferved, and the faft ought to be perpetually

Cicero De Natura Deorum, lib. iii.

N a borne
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I

borne in mind, conftantly compared, for the 
fplendour o f  his .aftions and the extent o f 
his power, to the s un  that illuminates and 
feems fo govern the world; and the name o f 
B aal,‘ and Bel, was equally applied to both' 
the monarch and the orb. O f thefe. aller-' 
tions there cannot, in any nation, be given 
more ftriking and direfl proofs than have already. 
Been brought forward refpe6Ung their‘preva
lence in B ritain: here, we have feen the facred 
fires in honour o f B e l u s  once flamed over 
the whole iifland. M r. Toland, in that part, 
o f  his hiflory o f the Druids which, has 
been fo often referred to and in part ex- 
tra£l:ed, but never before inferted at length, 
gives the following account o f thefe feftival 
fires. “  On May-eve the Druids made pro
digious fires on thefe earns, which, being 
every one in  fight o f  fome other, could not 
but afford a glorious' (how over a whole na
tion. Thefe fires were in honour o f Beal, or 
Bealan, Latinized by the Roman writers into 
Belenus, .by which name the Gauls and their 
colonies underftood the Sun: and, therefore, 
to this hour, the firft day of M ay is, by the 
ab-original Irifh, called L a  B b a l t e i n e , or 
4be day o f Belens fr e .  M ay-day is likewise

failed
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called L a Bealteine by the HlghlahdCrrs o f  
Scotland, whoare no contemptible parti of. the 
Celtic offspring. So it.is iri the Isle of M an i 
and, in Armoric, a prieft is ftill called B e l e e  ̂
or the fervant of Bel, and die priefthood 
Belegieth.”*

'This Indian Hercules, therefore, this en- 
terprizing god-king Belus, is the true pfoto2 
type o f him who was worfhipped at Tyre, and 

v̂as the great promoter o f commerce and na-* 
vigation’i 'o f him who was adored as the vaft- 
quiflier 'of Bufiris in Egypt, and whofe twdvd 
labours are the fymbols o f the Sun toiling 
through the twelve ligns o f fhe zodiac j! o f  
him, in ifhort, whofe complicated hifto'ry w'as 

in after-ages, with all its extravagances^ 
adopted by the fabulous Greeks. Oiie o f the 
moft curious' and remarkable o f the myth'o- 
logic feats o f  Hercules was his' failing in a 
golden‘Clip, which Apollo, of the-Sun, had 
given hinfi, to the* coafts o f Spain, where he 
fet up the' pillars that hear his name. O n 
this paflage Macfobius remarks. Ego autem ar^ 

bitror non ?ocuLo.Hercukm maria tranfiebiumt 
fed  navigio cut s c v p h o  nomen fu it.-f From

'• See Toland’s HUlory of the Druids, p. 70.

«t VidcMacrobii Saturnalia, liB.’v.'cap. 21, p. 522, edit.'o£l.‘ i<70.

N s this
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this fable, o f  the golden cup, which was pro
bably no more than a gilded veflTel, we may 
both coUedt in  what manner the celebrated 
feats o f Hercules are to be underftood, and 
arrive at an important hiftorical tn^th con
cealed under the allegory, that Hercules, or 
at leaft a chieftain, or colony, afluming the 
name o f their fovereigh, a circumftance npt 

-imufual in the earlieft periods o f  "time, vifited 
Europe, and tranfported thither the theological 
rites and civil cuftoms o f the Oriental w orld; 
but how they could perform with fafety and 
fuccefs fo-diftant and hazardous a voyage, 
without the aid o f the magnetic needle to con- 
du6l them, muft be left to the confideratioit 
p f thofe o f my readers w ho may rejedt the 
hypothelis above fubmitted to them.
- I t  ought not to be concealed, however, 

th at by fome mythologifts, and efpecially by 
the author o f fqme letters, on this fubjedt, tq 
Sir Hildebrand Jacob, this myfterious vafc:, 
given by Apollo to Hercules, is coiitended tq 
have becn.itfelf the mariner’s cqmpafs-box, by 
which, not ;«»• which, he failed over the vaft 
ocean# T he fame author contends, that the 
image o f  Jugher Hammon, whofe Libyan 
temple, according to Herodotus, took its rife

from
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from Phoenicia, was nothing more than a 
magnet, which was carried a b ^ t  thd 
priefts, when the oracle was cdnfulted, in it 
gof3en fcyphui: that the famous golden fleece 
was nothing elfe: whepce’, he-fays, the fhip. 
which carried it is faid to have been fenfiblCi 
and poflelTed of the gift 6 f fpeech j and,* fi*? 
hally, that the high authority o f Homer maj  ̂

be adduced to corroborate the conjefture, thaf 
the Ph£Mcians, a people renowned fo f nautical 
fcierice, had the knowledge o f the niagnet j fo i 
he oblerves, either that certain lines’ iil the 
book of the OdylTey, defcribing the PhasfaciailS 
veflels as inftihft with foul,- and gli^ng,_w ithi 
out a pilot, through the pathlefs ocean t6  
their ^ c e  o f  deftination, allude to the at«* 
tra6live power o f the magnet, or elfe arc ut
terly unintelligible.* ' Whatfbever truth’ there 
m ay be in this ftatcment, it is evident, from 
the extenfive intercourfe anciently carried on 
between nations inhabiting oppoflte parts o f 

the globe, ^here the Jiars  ̂ peculiar tm their 

awn native region  ̂ could no longer afford them the 
means o f fafe navigation^ that the important 
difeovery muft be o f far mote ancient date

* See ani Iiiquiry Into the Patriarchal tind pruidical ReHglori,
the Rev. Mr. Coqkc, p. 27.

N 4 than
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than the year o f  our Lord iz6 o , to which it 
is generally, ^fTigned, and by the means o f 

lyiarco Polo, a man famous for his travels into 
the.Eaft*..

Concerning the Sexagenary Cycle, o f which 
fo much has been faid above, I find among my 
papers a fhort eflay, originally written for a 
relpe61:able literary journal, which I (hall beg 
the teader’s permiflion to infert in this p lace,' 
as it w ill tend greatly to elucidate many parts 
o f  this volume. T h e proof o f  the aflerted 
fa6t, o f thc'yea^anciently beginning in the In-p 
dian fign C artk , or the Bull, here adduced 
from the firft authority o f India, is not the 
Jeaft important part o f  it.

ON THE SEXAGENARY CYCLE OF INDIA 'AND

CHINA.

T H E  Hindoo aftronomy, as it is gradually 
unfolded to us, opens an aftonifhing profpe^l 
for the tbntemplation o f the European philol 
fopher. It is a fyftem o f perpetual cycles  ̂
extending upwards from their k r e e s h n a -  

ipAKSHA, or cycle o f  the bright half o f  the 
rnoon̂  (that is, in plain Englilh, a fortnight,)

to
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to millions o f  revolving gears'. Every 4 eity 
of India, at leaft all their Dii majores, have 
their allotted periods and Brahma, Veefhnu, 
and Seeva, prefide over .their refpe^tive Calpas, 
Manwantaras, and Y ugs.

O f thefe varied and multiform cydeS, none 
are more important, or few more- univerfally 
made ufe of, than the fexagenary cyde, >
, In this aftronomy there is one fad: which 
has often excited the wonder o f  thofe> who 
are wdl acquainted with the haughty and felf-  ̂
fufficient charader o f the Indian Brahmin," 
who conliders his country as the original feat 
and fource o f learning, whence it has.flowed, 

by various channels, to- the other dates afid 
empires o f the world, and who would there
fore never condefcend to borrow either the 
principles o f  his religion, or the elements o f  
his aftronomy, from the mileecbes^ or infidels, 
as he denominates the inhabitants o f all fo
reign kingdoms. If is tjie very fingulaj: f ir -  
cumflance o f  all the days in the week .being 

.named, in' the Sanfcteet language^ the 
fame planets to wh^ch they were anciently af- 
figncd by the Greeks and Ronjar^s. ,fqr.,th© 
fatisfadion o f the reader, i. ftiall exhibit thofc 
Sanfcreet names, as they ftand arranged in the

Preface
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Pteface to M n  Halhed’s Code o f  Gentbo 

Audeeta War .̂ Solis dies j Zofiia War  ̂
Lunae dies j Mungel War  ̂ Martis dies; Boodh 
War  ̂ M ercurii dies; .Breehafpati Jovis
dies 5 Sookra IVar̂  Veneris dies j Sanifcher War  ̂
Saturn! dies.* Thefe planets are thus deno
minated, and are affigned to the particular 
days mentioned in the oldeft books of 
fcreet aftronomy, elpecially in the Surya 
Siddhanta# T h e deities prefiding over thefd 
planets have each their cycle, and the fexage-* 
nary cycle in queftion is that of Breehafpati, 
or Jupiter. *

Every one, who is at all acquainted with 
aftronomy, knows that Jupiter performs his 
revolution round the fun in the fpace o f tvvelvd 
years, that is, fpeaking generally j for, in 
fa^l, to adepts in that fcience, it is knowii 
that his revolution is performed in elevert 
years, three hundred and thirteen days, and 
eight hours* T h at the Hindoos fliould have 
fo accurately afcertained the period o f his reJ 
Volution at thediftant sera, when the-Sutyd 
Siddhanta, their oldeft aftroriomical treatife,* 
was written, is a furprifing proof o f  their

Halhed’s Code, p> 41*
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early and diligent obfervation o f the heavenly 
bodies. That they bad fo far afcertained it,’ 
is evident from this famous cycle’s being no
thing more than the amount o f five o f that 
planet’s revolutions; for 12, multiplied by 5, 
prodfices the cycle o f  60. T h e Chinefe alfo 
adopted, and, in the moft remote periods o f 
their empire, calculated the reigns o f  their 
emperors by the fexagenary cycle, Martinius, 
in his Sinicae Hiftoriae, p. 30, 31, has given 
us a long account o f  the Jfexagenary cycle o£ 
China, the invention o f  which he acquaints 
us the Chinefe annals attribute to Hoang-ti, 
the fucceflbr o f F o -h i; and, i f  we allow with 

fome writers, Fo-hi to be Noah, and Hoang- 
ti his fon Ham, we fiiall arrive at once at the 
utmoft point o f poft-diluvian chronology; 
W ithout, however, allowing thele romantic 
claims, fo common with, all Oriental nations, 
we may fafely admit that it is one o f the moft 
ancient cycles formed by the Chinefe aftrono- 
mers, fince the whole hiftory o f the country 
is regulated by this important period. A s for 
inftance, the fame • author, fpeaking o f the 
birth o f Con-fut-fu, or, as we incorrefVly call 
him, Confucius, ftates that event to have 
taken place in the twenty-firft year o f the

Emperor
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Emperor jLing-Vang, who flouriflied in the 
thirty-firft great fexagenary cycle. P. 137.

T h e  ufe o f this grand cycle, in Oriental 
aftfonOmy,' feems to be, that by it the vaft 
periods o f "their exaggerated chronology are 
more eafily' computed than they can be bŷ  
lingle years j which, in many inftances, as in 
that of the Calpa or period o f Brahma, and 
the aggregate o f  years included iA it, defies, 
the power o f  human calculation. Sir W il
liam Jones, in p. 115 o f the £rft volume of 
Afiatic Refearches, having reduced to arith-' 
metical numeration one o f thefe periods, that 
o f  Rudra, ' found it amount to the enor-  ̂
mous fum o f tw o quadrillions five hundred 
and ninety-two thoufand millions o f lunar 
years. There is no end to calculation when 
a nation adopts fuch a wild and prepofterous 
hypothefis, and computes the great mafs o f 
time by the bright and 4̂ rk halves o f  .the 
moon’s orb.

It begins now to be generally known in 

Europe^ that the four great Hindoo periods; 
called the Y u  GS, and o f which the aggregate? 
amount is 4,320,000, are purely aftronomical,’ 
being formed on the bafis o f the preceflion o f 
the equinoxes, and the fantaftical notion o f

virtue
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virtue decreafmg during thofe four a g e s 'o f 
gold, filver, copper, and earth, in the pro
portion o f 4, 3, 2, and i. T o  attempt, there
fore,. to trace back the cycle iii queftlon be-"' 
yond the prefent, dr Cali, age, although the 
ante-diluvian period o f 600 years, mentioned 
by Jofephus, and called, by the old Chal
deans, Neros, is aflerted by M . Sonnerat to 
be only the multiple o f this o f 60, would be 
ufelefs. It may gratify curiolity, however, to 
compare the age o f  the Cali Y u g  with the 
number o f years elapfed in it, according to 
the fexagenary cycle j and, in doing Ib, it is 
impofllble to avoid remarking how compara
tively nigh the number o f years o f this Y u g , 

allowed by the Brahmins to have already re
volved, approaches to the Mofaic chronology, 
efpecially if  we admit that o f the Samaritan 
or Septuagint. On the la th io f April, 1791^ 
4892 years o f that aera were expired, and 82 
cycles o f Jupiter had revolved; that year 
being the 56th o f the 83d Breehafpati period. 

Each o f thefe cycles, and each o f the year| 
o f which- the cycles are compofed, has, as is 
ufual in the Hindoo mythology, a numen or 
deity prefiding over it, the names o f  which are 

. tefpedlively enumerated in the volume o f A li-
atic
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atlc Refeai^cheS' before cited. There* is» jti 
that volume, an obfervation relative to the 
year, both o f the.Sun and Jupiter, anciently 
Opening in Car^ic  ̂ which is' the Pleiades £er- 
foniHed, too curious and im portant*to be 
crmitted, fince it reminds me o f a claflical 
paffage which I learned at a time when the 
planets ingrofled very little of my time and at-̂  
tention, but which taught us that the fun* 
once opened the year in the conftellation .of the 
Bull.

Candidas auratis aperit cum cornibus annum 
Taurus.

When Taurus, rifing with refulgent horn,
In golden fplendour pour’d the vernal morn.

“  It may be remarked, that in the foregoing 
aiTangement o f the Breehafpati years, Cartk 
is always placed the firft in the cycle o f 
twielve j and, fince it is a main principle o f the 
Hindoo agronom y to commence the planetary 
raotionSj,'which are the meafures o f  time, 
from the fame, point o f  the ecliptic, it may 
thence be inferred, that there was a time when 
the. Hindoo folar year, as well as the Breehafpati 
cycle o f  twelve, began with the fun’s arrival,

■ in
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in or near the NacfJ^atra Critical or the B ul^  
on whofe neck the Pleiades ai;e placed in pie 
ccleftial fphere.”

Before I conclude thefe ftri£lures on A bury, 
another circumftance o f ftriking affinity be-* 
tween the Scythians and old Britons fliould by 
no means be omitted.

In, my parallel o f the ancient Scythian and 
Indian fuperftitions, I have repeatedly men
tioned the cuftom of interring with the vene
rated kings, raoft beloved in each country,- 
their favourite minifters, women, horles, arms, 
and accoittrements;. In opening Silbury-H ill, 
together with the body o f the inhumed mo
narch, the workmen found a bridle, a folid 
body o f ruft, which Dr. Stukeley purchafed on 
the fpot, and o f which he has given an en
graving. In other barrows, defcribed in page 
45, they found, together with the body, othec 
pieces o f armour, fpcar-hcads o f iron, knives, 
fwords, gold rings, and fragments o f  golden 
ornaments. They likewlfe dug up fevcral 
large beads o f amber, fome o f glafs ena
melled : fome were o f a white colour, others 
blue and azure. N ow  rofaries o f beads form 
a conftant appendage to the Brahmin hermits 
or Yogee penitents, which they count with as

much
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■ much Enraptured zeal as any enthufiaft o f 
the Roman church, which imported this at 
the fame time as it did the other faperftitions 
o f  Afia. T h e introdu£lion o f beads into re
ligious ceremonies arofe from the attach
ment of the Afiatics, like the old Pythago
reans, to facred and myftical numbers.

Concerning this bridle, it fliould be farther 
t)bfeived. Dr. Stukeley affirms, that it was thd 
trid le o f an ancient Britifli chariot, ' and 
hence prefumes, that the fifft Britifli fettlers, 

being an Eaftern colony, learned to fabricate 
and make ufe o f that kind o f carriage from 
the Egyptians and other Eaftern nations, who, 
even fo early as the time o f  Jofeph, made ufe o f 
chariots both in war and peace. He adds, that 
they are mentioned in the wars carried on by 
jofhu a againfl: the Canaanites as being ufed by 
the latter^ and that the Britifh chariots have 
fcver been famous, fince the Romans in the 
height* o f their luxury and glory made ufe'of 
Brjtifh ^ ariots.

Elll'da cselatis fifte Britanna jngis*

On the contrary, I contend, that, as the In
dians have ever made ufe of war-chariots, 
with a numerous train o f which Porus at

tacked
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tacked Alexander, and as the Scythians were 
accuftomed to tranfport themfelves and fami
lies, over the vaft plains o f Tartary, in rude 
carriages o f fimilar conftru6lion, if  a foreign 
origin muft be affigned them, they might fu ll 
as probably, at leaft, have derived them from 
that quarter as from Egypt.

THE ANGUINUM, OR SERPENT-EGG^ OP THE

DRUIDS.

A  SERPENT- was always an important fym*' 
bol in the ancient myfteries j a living one we 
have feen, in a former volume, was thrown into 
the bofom o f the candidate for initiation in 
thofe o f Mithras j it was efteemed an emblem o f 
immortality, from the great age it fbmetimes 
arrives at, and o f  regeneration, from the annual 
fiiedding o f its fkiii. In the myfterious rites 
of Druidifm it was a fymbol not lefs in re- 
q u eft} the anguinum was a charm o f won
derful power, and coriftantly carried, fufpended 
from the neck, on the^ofom  o f the I^ id it  
Pliny has thus deferibed its formation. 
gues in num eri csjiate con-voluti, fa li v is  fa u c iu m

VoL. V I. o corporumque
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torportmqtie fptanis artifici compkxu glomeran^ 
tur\ angiiinum appellatur, JDruida Jibilis id  
dtcunt in fublime Jadlariy fagogue oportere inter-- 
cipiy ne tellure^n attingat: profugere rapt orem 
equo: ferpentes cnhn infcquiy donee arceantur 
amnii aliciijus interventu.* • A n  infinite num 
ber o f fnakes entwined together, in the heat 
o f  fummer, roll themfelves into a mafsj and, 
from the faliva ifluing from their jaws, and 
the fweat and froth o f their bodies, that egg 
Is engendered which is called anguinum. By 

' the violent hifling o f thefe ferpents, the egg is 
forced aloft into the air, and the perfon 
deftined to fecure it rauft catch it in the 
fagus, or holy veftment, before it reaches the 
ground, or otheiwife its virtue is loft. It is 
neceffary that he Ihould be motmted on a 
fw ift horfe, for the ferpents will puiTue the 
raviftier, with envenomed rage, to the brink 
o f  the firft river, whofe waters alone ftop 
their purfuit. He adds, that this ceremony 
o f  gaining the anguinum is only to he under
taken at a particular period o f th€ m oon; 
that this egg was thought to fender the 
pofteflbr fortunate id every caufe which 'he

Plinii Nat. Hill. lib. xxix. cap. 3,

undertook
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undertook an3  triumphant over all his ad-
verfariesj and, o f his own knowledge, he 
aflerts, that a Roman knight, who was agita-» 
ting a fuit at law, and addicSted to Druidifiii, 
was put to death by Claudius Csefar for en-%* 
tcring the forum with the a n g i^ u in  in his 
bofom, under Jthe perfuafion that it would in-’ 
fiuence the judges to give a dedlion in his fa
vour.

Toland informs us that the ovQm angui-- 
num iŝ  in Britifli) called glain-neidr, dr^fer-i 
pent o f g iiifi and, -in truth, the whole rela-' 
tion above inferted was no more than a fabri
cated tale of the Druids to impofe on the 
vulgar.

Their boaft, by this charm, to controiliV the* 
current o f deftiny, added to their pretended 
Ikill in magic, ferved to bind down,-iii'the in - 
difibluble bonds o f fuperflition, tlieir abje<5t  
Britifh vaffals, not lels than the horrible in
cantations, with confecrated grafs, o f the 
Brahmins, tended to overawe and opprefs the 

more timid race o f India. M r. Camden gives' 
the following account of the.remains o f this 
fuperftition in Britain. “  In moft parts o f  
Wales, throughout all Scotland, and in Corn
wall, we find it 'a common opinion o f the

O 2 vulgar,
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vulgar, that, about midfummer-eve, (though 
in the time they do not all agree,) it is ufual 
for fnakes to meet^in companies} and that, by 
joining heads together and hifling, a kind o f 
bubble is formed, which the reft, by conti
nual hifling, blow on, till it paffes quite 
through the body, and then it immediately 
hardens, and refembles a glafs ring, which 
whoever finds [as fome old women and chil
dren are perfuaded] fliall profper in all his 
Undertakings. The rings thus generated are 
called Gleineu Nadroetbi in  Englifli, fnake- 
ftones. They are fmall glafs amulets, com
monly about half as wide as our finger-rings, 
but much thicker, o f  a green colour ufually, 
though fometimes blue and waved vvith red 
and white.” *

T o  thefe ferpent-ftones, formed in imitation 
o f  the imagined anguinum, as numerous and 
wonderful virtues were attributed as to the 
famous cobra-ftone o f the Brahmins, an an
cient article o f  commerce at Surat. M r. T o - 
land, in addition, informs us, that they were 
worn about the Druid, as a fpecies o f magi
cal gem } that they were in falhion either

Camden’s Britannia, p. 815.

perfe(^ly
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perfectly fpherical, or in tHe figure o f  a lentil, 
and were generally made o f chryftal and 

agate.*
I cannot conclude this article without ob- 

ferving, that M r. Mafon, in his Cara6lacus, 
alluding to this rite o f Druidifin, has very 
poetically and accurately detailed the preceding 
relation o f Pliny.

But tell me yet.
From the grot of charms and fpells,' 
Where our matron filler'dwellf, 
Brennus, has thy holy hand 
Safely brought the Druid-wandy 
And the potent adder-Jione,
Gender’d 'fore th’autumnal moon ; 
When, in undulating twine,
The foaming fnakes prolific join; 
When they hifs, and when they bear 
Their wond’rous egg aloof in air: 
Thence, before to earth it fall.
The Druid, in his hallow’d pall. 

Receives the prize,,
And inilant Hies,

Follow’d by th’enyenom’d brood, 
he crofs the chryftal flood.

•  See Poland’s Hiftory of the Druids, vol. i, p. 6o.

O 3 L U S T R A T IO N S
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XUSTRATIONS OF gTHE INDIANS AND OLD 

•JBRITONS.

T H E R E  were many other evident relics dif- 
perfed over all the Gentile world of the reli
gion and facred rites o f the Brahminsj nor 
is the Chriftian world, at this day, entirely 
free from them, efpecially that portion o f it 
in which the Roman Catholic religion flou- 
rifhes. A t the entrance o f  all the EaRern 
temples were placed veflels filled wjth confer 
crated water, with \vhich the votaries at their 
entrance befprinkled themfelves; and this 
cuflom, there can fcarcely be a doubt, ori
ginated in- India,, where large tanks for the 
ablution o f  a peopje, whofe jaws o f  unfathom
able antiquity are not lefs immutable than 
thofe o f  the Medes and Perfians, to this day 
remain invariably placed in the front o f their 
pagodas, without previous ablution in which 
the Hindoo dares not approach the altar o f 
his God. The antiquity, therefore, and uni- 
verfality o f this practice, as well as that of 
ufing cbnfecrated beads in their worlhip o f the

Deity,
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Deity, common to the Brahmins not lefs than 
the Druids, affparently demonftrate from what 
primaeval fource the votaries o f modern fuper- 
ftition, in Rome, have borrowed this Afiatic 
rite. One incentive o f thefe innumerable pre- 
fcribed ablutions was, doubtlefs, to obtain 
invigorated health in a relaxing clime; but 
the firft origin is to be found in the precepts 
o f religion; for, as they beheld that frequent 
fubmerfion in water waflicd away* the ftains 
and leprous difCafes o f the body, fo from 
analogy they conceived that purifying ele
ment might gradually abfterge the impurities 
o f the polluted foul. I ventured, in a for

mer chapter o f this work, when relating the 
countlefs ablutions o f the Brahmins, to ha- 
2ard an aflertion, and hereafter 1 (hall en
deavour fully to prove it, that there was ano
ther incentive to ablution to be found in tradi
tions handed down in the family o f Noah 
relative to the purgation and purification 
which the earth underwent from the waters o f 
the deluge. Spencer, in the following paflage, 
fpeaking o f the Jewifli purifications by water, 
is decidedly o f this opinion: H a n c ablutiom m  

a rb itro r fu ijje  in te r  in jlilu ta  v etera  orta 'p o jl

O  4  MAGNUlyl
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MAGNUM Diluvium in memoria aqua pur? 
GATI MuNDI.*

W e  have feen what innumerable vafes and 
bafons for the purifying water there were ex- 
fodiated in the ancient caverns o f Salfette and 
Elephanta j and both the period o f their fa^ 
brication and the cuftoms o f the Indians, 
immemorially ejlablijhedy  ̂muft prevent any idea 
being entertained that they were borrowed 
from any other people. N ow  that the Druids 
invariably uled fimilar rites is evident frocQ 
the infinite number o f  hollow vafes, or rock- 
bafons, as D r. Borlafe, in his chapter on the 
fubje6l calls them, pontinually found fculpr 
tured upon or adjoining to all the Gams, 
or mercurial heaps, o f the old Druids. 
Some o f  thefe rock-bafons which he defcribes 
are o f  confiderable depth and breadth; arc 
placed in regular and fucceffive order one be
low  the other on the loftieft eminences o f 
their craggy temples, far beyond,,the reach 
.of defilement, to catch, as it fell, the hal
lowed dew for luftration, and to receive the 
pure white flakes o f virgin fnow, which, 
refined by the chemical hand o f nature, de-

Vide Spencer de Leg. Heb, p. 1099.

fcended
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«

fcended from that he*aven to which their 
prayers were addreffed, unpolluted by thofc 
earthy particles for ever blended with the wa
ter immediately deiived from ponds and rivers. 
“  I have pbferved,” fays D r. Borlafe, ** fo 
many o f thofe rock-bafons in the Cam s o f  
Cornwall, that I may venture to fay there is 
hardly any confiderable group o f  rocks in 
thefe weftern parts which has not m ore'or 
lefs o f them. There.are two forts o f  them} 
fome have lips or channels to them, others 
have none. T he ftiape o f  them is not uni
form : fome are quite irregular; fome are 
oval; and fome are exactly circular. They 
arc frequently found on the tops o f Logan, 

or rocking-ftones, and ftiould therefore feem 
to have fome affinity to, and be fubfervient 
to, the fame fjaecies o f fuperffition.”  f

ôrlafe’s Antiquities of Cqrnwall, p. 243.

TH E
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THE T R A N S M I G R A T IO N  OP THE DRUIDS THE  

LE ADING  F E AT U R E  IN THE BRAHMIN RE

L I G I O N :  AND, ACCORDING TO BOTH, THE  

WORLD WAS T O  BE DESTROYED BY A

g e n e r a l  c o n f l a g r a t i o n .

I N  that ancient book, the Inftitutes of 
M enu, compiled, at leaft, many centuries be
fore Pythagoras was born, there is a long 
chapter confifting o f  one hundred and twenty- 
fix flocas or ftanzas, on t r a n s m i g r a t i o n  

a n d  f i n a l  b e a t i t u d e , and. that chapter 
was perhaps the firft public promulgation o f 
this dogma in Afia. The doflrine delivered 
in it is exceedingly curious, and by nam eans 

limits the journey o f  the metemprychofis to 
human and beftial form s: it imprifons the 
wandering foul in vegetables, and ..plunges it 
into the depths o f the mineral world. A ll 
beings eipane from the great fp ir it: “  From 
the fubftance o f that Supreme Spirit are dif- 
fufed, like fparks from fire, innumerable vital 
fpirits, which perpetually give motion to crea
tures exalted and bafe.” Stanza 15. Thefe, 
as they firft proceeded from the great Brahme,

after
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after traverfing the unlverfe, return to and 
are finally abforbed in him, as their cen
tre. T he Deity is there reprefented as pu- 
nifliing only to purify his creaturesj not to 
gratify his vengeance, but for the purpofes o f  
example and reform. Nature itfelf exhibits 
pnly one vaft field o f  purgatory for the clafles 
o f exiftence: eternal torments for temporal 
offences are utterly difclaimed. The meaning 
and refult o f the whole feem to be fummed 
up in the 73d and 8 ift ftanzas. A s far as 
vital fouls, addicted to fenfuality, indulge 
themfelyes in forbidden plcafures, even to the 

fame degree fhall the acutenefs o f their fenfes 

be raifcd in their future bodies, that they may 
endure analagous pains.” “  W ith  whatever 
difpofition o f  mind a man fhall perform, in. 
this life, any a6l religious or moral, in a fu 
ture body, endued with the fame quality, fhall 
he receive his retribution.” On the fubjefb o f  
FINA L b e a t | t u d 6 there occur, towards the 
clofe, forae moft fublime ftanzas on the omni
potence and omtiiprefence of the divine Spirit, 
worthy o f the true religion itfelf, which I  
fhall notice hereafter, when more particularly 
examining that vcnerabfe fragment, conclu
ding qiy remarks at prefeixt with feledting

the
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the following one more immediately con- 
nedled with our fubjeiSl:. ** Equally per
ceiving the fupreme foul in all beings, and 
all beings in the fupreme foul, the tranfmigra- 
tor facrifices his own fpirit by fixing it on the 
ipirit o f God, and thus approaches the nature 
o f  that foie divinity, who fhines by his own 
effulgence.” Stanza 9 1.

T h e  foundation o f this fanciful doctrine 
feems to have been • a firm pcrfuafion that the 
foul o f  man is formed o f a fubftance not pe- 
rifhable like the bodŷ  ̂ but flourifhing with 
unimpaired vigour through all the viciffitudcs 
o f  exiftence. The fupport and general pro
pagation o f it among the philofophers o f 
A lia  was an anxious delire to account for the 
innumerable evils incident to life, and to vin- 

dfcate Providence in its government o f the 

world. T h e firft opinion they undoubtedly 
had from the Noachidae, of whom Menu, i f  
not Noah himfelf difguifed by mythology, 
ranked in the very firft clafs. T he fecond, 
oiiginatcd in the fpeculations o f fanciful me- 
taphyficians, who, fond o f diving into 'my- 
fteries beyond the gralp of man’s limited com- 
prehenfion, ere£led upon the fublime and fo- 
Ud bafis o f  the fours immortality an airy

fuperftruclure,
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fuperftruclure, by no means naturally con- 
nefled with it, or affording any juft grounds 
for the fupport o f it. It has been aflerted, 
that Pythagoras did not propagate the notion 
o f  the defcent o f  the trahfmigrating foul into 
any frame below the human. But the anti
quity and high authority o f  this recently-dif- 
covered volume ftiould, I conceive, have 
fufEcient weight with antiquaries > to induce 
them to conclude, that Pythagoras, who 
doubtlefs derived this, w ith many other fingu- 
lar dodtrines, from the Indian Brachmans, did 
not confine the wandering o f the foul to the 
human frame alone j but inculcated its occa- 
fional defcent into brutal forms. It alfo 

greatly ftrengthens the affertion o f Casfar, the 
truth of which has been warmly contefted^ 
that the Druids, who probably had this doc-r 
trine from the fame primaeval fource, not- 
withftanding fome inconfiftences to wbich- 
fuch an opinion gives birth, not only believed 
in the tranfmigration, but adopted the doc^ 

trine in all the latitude in which the orisinal 
inventors admitted it.

T he final deftrudlion. o f  the exifting world 
by fire was, alfo, hot lefs a tenet o f the Brah
mins than we have proved it was o f the In

dians j
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dians j for, fays Caefar, condilum niunduin 
credebantj et aliquando igm perituriim. Among 
both fe6ls, probably;, the doftiine was origi
nally drawn from the fame fource, traditions 
derived front Revelation, relative to the apoka- 
taftafis o f  nature, prevalent in the family o f 
the Noachidae. In truth, this is the only ra
tional mode o f  accounting for a dogma fo 
univerfally received in the Oriental and Gre
cian fchools j for the difciples o f Zoroafter and 
Plato alike believed in the general conflagra
tio n ; and the do6lrine is confirmed by the 
folemn and decided voice o f Scripture. The 
Chaldeans, or ancient M agi, taught that it 
would happen when all the planets met in  
conjunction in the fign Cancer, in the fame 
m anner as the' great deluge had taken place, 
when, according to their aftronomical books, 

the planets were in conjunction in that o f 
Capricorn.* The Stoics, who, alfo, -believed 
in the deftruCtion o f the globe by the alter
nate violence o f water and fire, conceived, 
that the grand cataftrophe by fire would take 
place at the end o f the annu? magnus, or 
36,000 common years j in which fpace a com-

* Berofus in Senecae Nat, Quett. lib. iii. cap. 251,

plete
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plete revolution o f the zodiac, by the precef- 
flon o f the e(Juino6tial points, after the fup- 
pofed rate o f  a degree in one hundred years, 
would be effedied. T h e conceptions on this 
head both o f  the Oriental and Greek philofo- 
phers, according to Horus Apollo, were ele
gantly fymbolized by the hiftory o f the phoe
nix, a bird fabled to be a native o f the Eaft 
and the only one of. its fpecles capable o f ex- 
ifting at one period. A t the expiration o f the 
G R E A T  Y E A R  this bird is feigned regularly to 
appear, a prelude o f its approaching diffblu- 
tion, and, having formed itfelf a neft o f  the 
moft fragrant fpices, to depofit it on the altar 
o f  the fun at Heliopolis, where, being imme
diately fet on fire by the rays o f that fun, fhe, 
for fom6 time, hovers over it, then plunges 
into the flaming bed, and is confumed toge
ther with it. From its aflies another phoenix 
fprings, young, vigorous, and beautiful, the 
expreflive emblem o f regenerated nature' and 
anew-form ed world. It was in allufion to 
this tradition o f a general conflagration, in  the 
opinion o f Porphyry who relates the fa6l, 
that the Egyptians, annually, at the fummer 
folftice, rriarked th eir' houfes, flocks, and 
trees, with red j and he imputes to the fame 
caufe the inftitution o f the celebrated pyrric,

or
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or fire-dance, o f  the ancients.* The facred 
fires which the Druids kindled at the folftitial 
period were probably the remains o f ceremo^ 
nies intended to perpetuate this tradition j and 
the knowledge o f its powerful effe<Sl:, and final 
deftination to confume the ignited globe, might 
be one fource o f  the veneration paid to this 
element by the ancient Sabian idolaters.

TH E  DRUIDS, LI KE THE B R A H M I N S ,  CONSTITU

T E D  THE FIRST ORDER OF N O BIL IT Y , WERE  

T H E  H E R E D I T A R Y  COUNSELLORS OF THE  

K I N G ,  AN D THE SOLE EDUCATORS OF YOUTH.

B Y  the fame ufurped power which the 
Brahmins of* India alTume over the inferior 
calls o f  India, did the Druids bow down be

neath their arbitrary yoke not. only the foye- 

reigns,* but the people, o f Britain. As they 
profefied to derive their power immediately 
.from th e 'D eity , with whom they equally af
fected an intimate communion j to the Deitv 
alone, and the fuperior o f their order, they ac
knowledged their obedience was due. T h e 
remains o f palaces, magnificent, but rude.

Porphyry, lib.i, p.94.

which
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which Rowland and other invedigaitors o f 
Druid remains have difcovered in Anglefea,- 
Cornwall, and their other principal ftations, 
in thefe iflands, evince, that, in the depth o f  
their woody recefles, they did not wholly rc- 
lidc in damp and dreary caverns } but enjoyed 
all the conveniences, and occalionally appear
ed in all the fplendor, known in thofe bar
barous ages. D ion Chryfoftom, informs .us, 
that they adminiftered juftice fitting on thrones 
o f  gold, were fplerididly lodged and fum ptu- 
oufly entertained by the monarchs whofc ar
mies, in war, they animated to the field, and 
o f whofe counfels, in peace, they were the he
reditary direftors.* Thofe caverns were their 
fure retreats in time o f danger, and the facred 
adyta in which the moft myfterious rites o f 
their religion were performed. There, in Ibli- 
tude and (hade, they inftrufled the noble 
youth whofe education was folely intrufted to 
their care, a circumftance which gave them an 

unlimited fway over the inclinations o f their 
pupils, and bound them from their infancy in  
the chains o f prejudice j there they unfolded 
the arcana of their philofophyj there they

* Dion Chryfoftom, p. 538, edit. Paris.

VoL. Vl. p praftifed
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j)ra6Hfed thofe dreadful rites o f  tiiagic' to 
which their Brahmin anceftors were fo groiIl}r 
addifted in the Median mountains and the 
fubten aneous temples o f India } boafting that 
they could draw down into their caverns the 
genii o f  the orbs, and controul the operations 
o f  aftoniihed nature. In  thefe incantations a 
variety o f confecrated grades was ufed by the 
Brahmins o f  India, particularly thofe called 
C u s A  and D a r b b h a , and the profound vene-» 
ration o f the Druids for the v k r v a i n e , to be 

1 cautioufly gathered at the rift .of the dog-ftarj 
o f  the facred wonder-working m i s l e t o b > to 
be cut off the parent-oak, by a white-robed 
Druid, with a golden hook, when the moon 
was only £x ^ays old j o f  the s e l a g o , or 
hyflbp, and the s a m o l u s , or marfh-wort, 
gathered only by the holy hands o f  the prieftw 

hood, with mapy fuperftitious ceremonies, as 
well as their ufe o f them in their myftical ri
tual, are too well known to be infilled on here, 

,,and are only mentioned to mark, the confo- 
nance" o f the opinions and practice o f the twp 
nations in this refpeCt.'

A s the Brahmins never revealed to fo 
reigners the awful ftcrets o f their religion, fo 
the Druids inviolably concealed from all but

their
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their Own fe£l the. profound myfterles o f their 
devotion. One o f the moft folem n'vows in 
initiation was probably the prefervation o f  
thefe myfteries in inviolable fecrecy* T h at they 
inufl in the countries where they originally 
refided have had tablets, i f  not booksv in w h id i 
as well their religious tenets as their aftrono- 
mical calculations were recorded, .is evident; 
but various caufes may be eafily;conceived aŝ  
operating either- to their being left behind, ok 
their dellruffion in the courfe o f a tedious and 
perilous migration; and, living among Gran
gers, the renovation o f them .was not neceffary; 
They thought traditional and oral knowledge 

iiifficient, and it certainly favouredthe opinion’ 
o f their doftrines being divinely infpired.

As the young Brahmins'palled a very long 
pupillage in the houfes o f  their preceptors, fo 
did the fcholars o f  the D ruids; not lefs than 
twenty years were efteemed an adequate period 
for the full initiation info their abftrufe and 
corhplicated lore; and it is remarkable, that, as 
the moil: ancient Sanfereet treatifes in litera-r 
ture are written in ftanzas, denominated Jlocaŝ  
fo all the religion and philofophical dodlrines 
o f the Druids were wrapt up in myftical verfes, 
which the ftudent committed to memory, and

P 2 theic
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their poetical. compofitions o f this kind are 
computed to hkve amounted to 20,000 in num
ber. . Singular as this ciiftom of propagating 
the principles o f  knowledge may appear, it has 
the fan<£tion o f names fo eminent in fcience as 

Pythagoras and Socrates, who. taught their 
Icholars after this manner, and left no written 
documents behind them. T h is prafHce indeed 
o f  inculcating fcidnce memoritert and by vcrles, 
feems very generally to have prevailed in the 
tem oteftagesj for the moft ancient and cele
brated Law -Treatife o f India is entitled M e- 
Itumfriti, or Inftitutes remembered from M enu, 
the firft great legillator o f the country, which 
were afterwards colle6led into a book, and will 
be largely coriimented on in the fecond part o f • 
^his,’volume; T h e  preface to this work alTerts 

it tp have been.originally compofed in a t e -  

dred tboufand Jlocaŝ  which the fage Sumati,; 

fori o f Bhrigu, for greater eafe to the-human 
face, reduced to four tboufand. T he Vedas, alfo, 
it Ihould be remembered, are a metrical com- 
pofition. and, when properly read, according to 
M r. Halhedi are chanted after the fame man
ner that the Jews, in their fynagogues, from 
immemorial cuftom, chant the Pentateuch.* .

* Preface to the Gentoo Code, p. 26.

What
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M^hat fclences, in  particular,' flourirtied 

arnong the Druids befides aftronoaiy, vvhlcK 
they feem to have carried to wonderful perfec-. 
tion for thofe periods j moral philofophy, wTiofc. 
fublime and awful precepts they inceffintly 
inculcated on their difciples j mufic* whole fo* 
lemn melody, breathed from innumerable harps-, 
during the public worfhip, rouzed to- tranf* 
ports of'erithufiafm the votaries o f that.anif 
mated fuperftitioii v mechanics, .which enabled 
them to elevate t̂o fuch furprizlng; heights 
the. immenfc mafles of flone difcourfed o f  
above j and botany, to which a race conftautr^ 
fefiding in  w o o d s ,a n d  accuftomed to'-rufc 
plants .and herbs o f a fuppofed myfter\oufe 
efficacy in.the rites .of .divinatiori'j coijldibe'nd 

Grangers; •—  what fciences,. I iay, befides thefe; 
they nught have cultivated, the impenetrable 
darknefs, in which, they delighted^- to bury 
themfelves and their purCuits,; mult” ever, pre- 

-vent our knowing.i A n acquaintance- w ith 

geography is  indeed allowed them by Csefaf-j 
but, to a race fo entirely fecluded from the reft 
o f the habitable globe, little more o f  that 
fcience pould be known than what they might 
learn from the Phoenician and Grecian navi
gators,. v/ho fqccefiively vifited the coaft o f

P 2 Britain.
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Britain. Ignorant o f its ,external fuifacc, 
however, the deep and prodiS<5tive mines, rwitii 
which the ifland abounded) afforded that in-, 
quifitivf face a noble opportunity o f  .contem-. 
plating its internal wonders, and advancing 
far in the knowledge o f  minerals, metals, 
gems, and other produ6lions o f  the fubterra- 

neous w0rld....Of geometrical knowledge, alfo, 
rio inconfiderable portion may fairly be aflign- 
cd themi as being fo intimately connefled with 
aftrononjy, and the mechanical arts in which 
they had evidently made fo great a proficiency. 
D r. Borlafe, indeed, from his own perfonal in- 
veftigation, greatly confirms this latter pofition j 
for, on one o f the rocks o f the famous Karn- 
b£e-Hill, in Cornwall, he difcovered a very re* 
gular elliptical bafon, ten inches by fourteen, 

which, he obferves, could hardly be fo.exaftly 

delineated,' without ftationing the two focufes 
o f  the cllipfis mathematically} a ftrong evi
dence that riot only the faid bafoii was made 
by the Druids, but that they underftood the 
principles o f  geometry.

•  Borlafe’s Antiquities of Cornwall, p. J tgj-

T H E
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tH B  STAFF OP 5RAHMINS, THE ORIENTAL  

TIARA, AND- WHITE VESTMENTS OF THE
I

PRIESTS OF MITHRA, WERE ALL IMMEMO-  

R I A I L Y  USED EY THE DRUIDS O f  BRI

TAIN.

T H E  Druids invariably carried a facred 
w ai^, or ^fF, in their bands, which is one o f 
the difcriminating fymbols by which the Brah
min order is known j and, being conftantly 
u'fed by them in their rites o f magic, probably 
came frbra them, to be employed in fimilar ce

remonies throughout all the Eaft. T h e  rQd, or 
caducens, o f Hermes, the weftem  Mercury, 
intwimsd with ferpents, that (acred Afiatic 
Symbol for ever occurring in the M ithriae 
myderies, and the facred thyrf; ufed by the 
frantic bacchanals in the myfteries o f  Jfis, 
-have, I conceive, a very near relation to the« 

Brahmin d a d  and the Druid wand. T h e  Per̂ ? 
fian youths,'w ho, on the pompous procedion 
defcribed by Curtius, attended the horfes o f 
the fun, were arrayed in ^arment̂  ̂ and
hofe in their hands golden rodŝ  or pointf

P i -  "
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cd at the end in imitation o f  the folar ray.* 
T h is explanation immediately points out its 
allufion jn the ancient myfteries which were 
all relics o f  the original folar fuperftition. It 
fymbolized the folar beam, that explores .Na
ture’s moft fecret depths, and penetrates into 

'the abyfs' o f ihatter. Diviners, therefore, in 
their lofty pretenfions to be acquainted with 
her arcana, and, as i f  converfant with her 
myftcrious operations, in their no6lurnal or
gies, waved on high the folar wand, in circles 
imitative o f the revolution o f his orb;

I  would by no means be nnderftood as ap
plying this obfervation to the rod o f Mofeŝ  by 
which Aaron wrought before the hardened 
Phai;oah the. prodigies .of, Egypt. ■ It unfortu
nately happens, that, in this as in- many other 
delicate inftances which have before occurred, 

the M ofaic and the Pagan cuftoms, generally 
eftablilhed in Afia, very nearly correfpond, 
and it might be thought that I, therefore, ought 

to  'confid.er the latter as corruptions o f the 
form er; but the hypothefis which I have 
•adopted, added to the allo^ved high antiquity 
o f  .the Indian nation, does not always admit

,Seq Quint) Curtii, .lib, ui. cap. 3.
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o f  my doing this. It  fkould b$ remembered, 
alfo, that the Deity, 'out o f his indulgence to 
.the weaknefs o f human nature, permitted the 
flebrew nation to  rqtain in their ritual a few 
o f  the  ̂facred fymbojis; o f' their Afiatic neigh
bours}'.as, for inftance,..that o i jire.i fandify** 
ing the fymbol by its adoption into a^nobler 
and purer fyftem, o f devotion. In truth, the 
rod o f Mofes.wa.s or;igij).alIy the-padpral wartd 
with, which he guided his .flock j from thofe 

.flocks he-was taken to be the paftor^ o f . Ifraels 
with that Ample inftrument he. wjas enabled, 

,by Jehovah, to awe. the fqvereign-^of Egypt^ 
and to confound the magicians .oppofed to 

him. Thofe magicians, indeed, had their rods, 
fuch as. we have defcribed peculiar to thei;: 
iniquitous profeflion} but that o f  M ofes,.by 
annihilating the others, proved at once the 
fuperiority o f its origin, and the-irrefiftiblp 
might o f him under .whofe aufpices it  was 
employed. Aaron, alfo, had his peculiar rod, 

that bloflbmed, -was.folemnly depoffled in the 
ark, and, on all folemn pccafions, ornamented 
the hand of- the high prieft o f the Jewilh na
tion. The heads o f all the tribes had alfo 
their refpedlive rods } but thefe are to be conr 
fidered rather as badges o f diftin£tion than as

facred
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iatred iytnbols; for vrrga is freqciently in  
Scrij)ture ufed in the fenfe o f  fceptre,-

T h e  DruidSi alfo, wore bn their heads a 
tiara o f  linen, very Inuch reremhling, in form, 
that o f the Brahmins, aftd which, in the pre*̂  
ceding volume, it has been obferved, confifted 
o f  a piece o f mullin, many yards in length j 

?ind, as every thing in their worlhip had an 
allufion to the fun and planets, rolled round 
in  form o f a turban, to imitate the con^olu- 
lions o f  the orbs. T h e Egyptian pfieflrs per̂ . 
form ing the facrifice to the fun, reprefented in 
one o f the plates o f  the fecond volume o f this 
work, wear on  their heads this tiara, vvhich 
rifes in the form o f  a cofie 5 in Afiatic mytho-- 
logy, a  conftant 'emblem o f the fun. The high 
prieft o f  the Jewilh nation wore a tiara of this 

kind, which was called tidarh', but, to prevent 

any miftaken allufion to the folar worlhip, a 
golden plate was placed on the front o f it, on 
which was confpicuoufly engraven the aw fu f 
name o f Jehovah, Thele parts o f  the ancient 
^refs and ornaments o f  the Afiatic prieft s are 
vifible in the Cr^er and v ître o f the epifcopal 
order o f  Europe, now fandlified by their nfe 
in  the fervice o f that O od who made the fun 
arid all the hoft o f  heaven.'
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White being uhiverfally efteemed in  Afla to  

be the emblem o f  purity, that purity which a 
thoufand ablutions and ceremonial purgations 
w ere. intended to inculcate, as well for the 
fake o f  religion a s. o f  health, in regions bor* 
dering on the torrid z6ne, in  veftments o f  that 

Colour, the priefts o f  India, Perfia, and Egypt, 
conftantly officiated at the altar o f  Deity, 

. The fagus, or holy vefture, o f the facrificing 
Druid was alfo invariably white j their oracular 
horfes, and the fleers devoted to the lacrificial 
knife, were obliged to be o f  the fame colouf. 
T h e greater part o f the habiliments o f  the Jew^ 
ifli high-priefl confifled o f the fineft white li* 
nen j the drefs o f the higheft clafs o f the facer- 
dotal order o f this day is white j nor can any 
vefture be imagined more proper for man when 
he approaches the fpotlefs flirine o f  a Deity, 
whofe eyes are too pure to behold iniquity. 
Before we quit this fubje^t, it is worthy o f  obr 
fervation, that, although we know the facred 
tunic o f the Druids, when engaged in religious 
rites, was white; yet it is not in our power 
exadly to afeertain the compofltlon o f  that 
tunic) it was rnofl*probably o f  linen, but that 
article they could only have from the Eaft, 

'\vhere it was cultivated, and formed a branch
o f
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o f  lucrative commerce in . the earlleft ages. 
T h e manufacture o f .linen was not introduce^ 
into Britain till the time of. the Komans, and 
that valuable commodity, therefore,- muft have 
been brohght hither b.y the .Rhcenidan traders 
in  exchange for the tin o f the Caffiterides. O f 
that.coihmerce I ftiall fpeak'extenftvely in the 

.fuccceding fedlion.

FINALL'y, THE CIRCtE Al^D THE CRESCENT, 

THE FORMER THE PECULIAR CHARAC

TERISTIC SYMBOL OF BRAHMA, THE ' L A T 

TER T H A T  OF SEEVA, WERE CONSPICUOUS 

O R N A M E N T S  OP .TH E S A C E R D O T A L  O R D E R  

OF ANCIENT BRITAIN,

. O N E  o f the four hands o f  the Indian, deity 
-Brahma,, in all pictures and fculptures, .is in-r 
variably decorated with a circle, which has-aU 

ready been declared to  be the myltic embleih 
of revolving cycles, and often o f the grand 
found o f eternity itfelf.* The circular form in 
which the Druids delighted to ere<5t' not-only

See Sonnerat’s Voyages, p. xi, Calcutta, Odtivo edition.
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their facred but other edifices, their circular 
ipode o f adoration, the tremendous circle ufed 
in magical incantation, and fo effentially ne-, 
ceflary to .the defigns , o f the forcerer, that^ 
without that circle duly defcribed, no fuccefs 
attended his moft elaborate efforts to Conjurer 
up. from Erebus the fubjedl daemon; —  all 
thefe, added to various other fafts before-enu- 
meratedj .demonftrate their frequent ufe o f and 
fupreme. veneratipn.for this Indian fymbol.

Qn the ancient gold coins found in ,the year 
1749, in.the middle o f,th e  ridge o f  Karnbre- 
H ilb iri Cornwall, thus.denominated.from the 
multitude o f tarns ftill vifible upon it, coins,* 

which, I conceive, are fatisfadlorily proved by 
D r. Borlafe to bear the ftamp o f the rude. 
Brithh mint in times co$val with the. Druid, 
power in thefe iflands, among other fymbdis 
immediately referring to the Sabian worfliip. 
o f  that feft, the circle, or wheel, conftantly 
occurs, together with roundjballs, ftrung in 

rows, like beads or pearls, and rings pierced 

like the difcus, whjch exhibits the exadf re- 
femblance o f the chakra o f  Brahma. T h e 
more prominent ■ objedl on all is the horfe,, 

.which Dr. Borlafe, impreffed with the idea o f 
the fighting-charipts of fhepld  Britons, takes to

be
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be the horfe attached to the Efleda, defignated 
by, the wheel. But as thefe ^ iiis  were found 
on fo fetluded and confeCrated a fpot, and have 
every mark o f  remote antiquityj I am o f opi
nion, that the horfe o f the fun was intended 
by it, that fun of whofe orb the wheel and the 
circle were the unvarying fymbols j and I am 
the rather inclined to indulge this opinion, on 
account o f  the occurrence o f  another fymbol 
•upon thefe coins, certainly much more con- 
ne6led with the rites o f  Druidifm than the 
din o f  battle. It is the l u n a r  c r e s c e n t , oil 
the confideration o f  which, as a* fym bol-of 
that order, I muft now enter.

T h e  crefeent conftantly adorns the image 
o f  Seeva, when accurately defigned by the In
dian artift. It is engraved on his forehead, 

and is probably intended to be allufive to his 

mythological union in chara<5ler with Chandra, 
the moon perfonified. N ow  Seeva’s more ge- 
.iieral appellation in India is Efwaraj and 

the remarkable fimilitude as well between the 
names as charaflers o f Ofifis and Ijis, o f  
E gypt, and the Efwara and Ifa, o f  India, has 
been repeatedly pointed out. I fis ' generally 
bears on her head the lunar crefeent, and the 

Greeks, imitating the Egyptians, placed that!
crefeent
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crefcent on the head o f Diana, particulacl^fej 
her whqm they denominated Diana L u d fera . 
Various ftatiies o f  the latter deities may be 
feen thus ornamented in M ountfaucon’s An^ 
tiquities. Efwara, however, it ftiould be ob-» 
ferved in the compheated Indian mythology, 

is not married to I fa, in her lunar capacity, as 
Ofiris is to Ifis, in the E gyptian; for Chandra 
fhincs to the Indians a male divinity j Se^a> 
or Efwara, means properly the fila r fire, that 
fire which deftroys and regenerates, that fire 
a vafe o f which he conftantly bears in one o f  
his hands 5 and the lunar light being but the 
reflexion o f  the funV, in that manner the 
chara.der o f the latter is, as it were, necelTa- 

rily abforbed in the mythological charafter o f  
the former. On this account Seeva is deco
rated with the crefcent; and hence, in the 
Ehagvat Geeta, he is called "  the G od w ith  
the crefcent at Benares.” *

T he Druids, on their great feftivals, wore 

on their garments, or carried in their hands, a 

crefcent of gold, filver, or other metal. T h is 
ornament has long glittered on the banners 
o f the Eafi:, the aufpicioua emblem o f riling

Ehagvat Geeta, p. Si.
power
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;,pbwer and expanding g lo ry ; but, in that figni- 
fication, the crefcent could fcarcely be applica-' 
bic to the fequeftered Druids. T h e ufe o f it, 
therefore, can only be confidered as a cuftom, 
originating irt'a fyftem o f aftronomical fuper- 
ftition, like that to which the Brahmins and ■ 
the Druids were devoted, who attended with 
equal anxiety to the viciffitudes o f th at'o rb ; 
and by her motions regulated their moft fa- 
cred feftivals. It was when the moon w as'^j: 
days'old, according to P liny,* that t̂he latter 
inarched in folemn proceflion to gather the 
hallowed mifletoe j and it was from that precife 
period, every th irtie tlfjear, that they began 
to count anew the months and years which 
formed their celebrated cycle o f  that duration. 
In the fccond volume o f Mountfaucon’s A n ti
quities, oppofite page 276, there is a fculpture 

that remarkably jlluftrates this relation o f 
Pliny. It is on a bafs-relief, found at Autuu, 
and reprefentS the Archimagus, bearing the 
fceptre, as head of. his 'order, and crowned 
with a garland o f  oaken leaves, w ith another 
D m id , not thus decorated, approaching him, 
and difplaying in his right hand a crefcent’ o f

Pliiiii Nat. Hill, lib.xxv. 44*.
the
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the fize,of the moQh, When fix old. By 
the afpe£t and pofture o f the latter,* he feems 
to be fome Druid aftronomer, in the o f  in 
forming his‘ ch ief that the day o f  that h igh  
feftivity was arrived, on- which ^either thet 
mifletoe was to be cut, or the new period to 
commence its revolution. O n the Karnbre 
coins it  repeatedly occurs, and fometimes tw o 
or three crefcents are feen on the fame coin.

1 cannot conclude this final head o f  the ex*, 
tenfive parallel which has now  been idrawa 
between the Druid and Indian fuperftitions,' 
without obfervlng that there is another kind 
o f circle repeatedly occurring among the fione 
monuments of the Druids, • that o f the ellipjis, 
which can fcai cely fail o f  impreflli^g the mind, 
that ferioufly refleiSls on all the proofs o f  their 
wifdom previoufly enumerated, that they were 
fo far advanced in. aftronomy as to have 
known the elliptical c.ourfes defcribed, in  their 
revolution, by the heaver ,̂|y bodies, a  circum - 
fiance not fufpe£ted in modern Europe till thei 
time o f the ingenious Kepler, who wa§ as great 
a geometrician as an aftfonomer. T h e  hypo- 
thefts o f Kepler, however, was by no means at 
firft generally believed by aftronomers, till Caf- 
fini. and Newton, by their Cfill'profounder rc- 

VoL. VI. fetches
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fearches in philofophy, placed the matter be
yond th^ poffibility o f doubt. This their ve
neration for the aftronomical fyrnbol o f  the 
crefcent may be alfo regarded as an additional 
proof that thofe crefcent-Ilke temples, in  A n- 
glefea and Orkney, which fome have miftaken 
for amphitheatres, were really temples to the 
moon.

TH E  GE N E R AL RESULT OF THE PRECEDING
•.t.

OBSERVATIONS.

F R O M  the evidence above fubmitted to the 
candid reader, he w ill be able to fotni his owii 
judgement concerning the truth or futility o f 
the original propofition with which I fet out, 
viz. that a colony o f priefts, profeffing the 
Brahmin religion, and educated in the great 

fchool o f  B a b y lo n ,, actually emigrated, in the 
raoft early periods, from Afia, with the Ja

phetic tribes who eftablifhed themfelves in 

Europe. T o  Rate precifely the exa6l aera o f 
that migration is impoflible at this diftance of 
time j but, from the evident mixture o f the 
leading principles and peculiar rites o f the 
Sabian idolatry with thofe o f the pure patriar

chal
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ch'al theology, It. muft have haj)pei\ed ia£t^ 
the peiioiiin.yvlveh Bdu§ and his -defoemdanta, 
xhe great, cwruptprs .of the Noachietfyftemfof 
faith, had introduced thoCe idolatiiea »aoiong 
.theu’.fuhjeds o f the Greater Afia.

T h e Indians, at, that time, fo rm ^  a.'’.ddlid^ 
guiflied part o f the Perfian empire;; foc^Vwe 

have feen that their firft dynafty, .commendng 
under an iniquitous prince,, named B di', Be#- 
Ifroyed by the' burfting o f 'a  m ^ l e  'pillar a t 
the very moment he was blafphemm^ hi? 
Maker, fate on the throne o f  Perfia before, thfc 
yvhole nation crofled the Indus,'never to retutir. 
This general migration probably took place im** 

mediately after that fatal event,, w hich foifor-* 

cibly points td  usi under the* veil*of >Eaftera 
mythology,‘<the dedruflion o f  Babel,!and the 
cpnfequent difperfibn* T h e Hebrew chronow- 
logy places- the dilperfton, or,> at *'ieafl:,‘ the 
birth o f  Peleg, (at Which period the Scriptures 
aflert that.evbnu to' h ive taker! place,}-'in the 

101^ year^ ate'the flood i but, as that period 
f^m s too eai'ly in poft-diluvian. annals for fo 
^reat an increafe of the human fpecies to have 
taken placei^as muft be fuppofed on the hypo? 
thefts, o f  a yaft empire formed, and Afia over- 
flowing , with numbers, and as we may without

Q. 2 impiety
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'M pietyr et^ race  a fyftem o f chronology' left 
.pw ploflng'to that hypot'hefis, ib 'th an y I^arn- 
iffd'ccieri-have adopted the'Samaritan chrotioi- 
^ogy, which computes that event to have taken 
place about the 400th year after the flood. 
By'^this rational mode o f corriputatidn, a variety 
o f  difficulties, othetwife fcafcely futmounfable, 

are got over. < T h e femembrartce o f the grand 
diflbrdtibtT might by that time have grown 
anore'faint in  their minds, and their horrofs 
■ foTar abated, that they niay, with lefs outrage 
16  probability, be fuppofed capable o f ereftirig 
a. tow cr to  brave the power o f the' Deity, wlio, 
•irr hia wrath, had'deluged i the former guilty 
world; .hhd the-earth itfelf, 'b y  the powerful 
a£tl6n.tof' the fun and .winds during this ex
tended. interval^', better prepared' in evfery *re  ̂
g io it, to  receive ,the fwarming multitudes than 

were now :def9ending'tfrorn the overcharged 
plains’'of^ Shinarand'kil- the mountainous re
gions'* o f  Afia tQ the abodes deftined' for them 
by Providence. adopting thiSr' which-ap
pears .to me the moje plauflble fyflem, I would 
by nQ tneans.bc underftood to  iiitiniate that n o  
partial migration towards the countries nearer 
the-eaftern limits o f i he world, previoufly to the 
grand difperflon, might have taken place; on

thc‘
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the contrary^ I am very m uch inclined to be
lieve that I^oah himfelf, who lived, 350 years 
after the fi^od, attended by the more virtuous 
o f  his defcendants, difgufted with the in - 
cyeafing id^atries o f Shinar, did a£lually reti -̂e 
from that polluted plain, and lay the fo i^ d a- 
tipn o f the great empires o f India and China, 
as-contend^ for by Raleigh ?ind Shtlckfordy 
th.qugh their, hypothefis o f the ark, refting on 
^heJndiart;Cfji'cafu^, cannot, confifteixtly w ith 
the' facycd writings, be maintained. One 'o f 
nty: principal indiycements for this belfef-is, 
jhat the patriarch is by this means^ rq- 
ntqved frogi alb participation in the, counfels 

.qf-thati nj^fariqua race,'who^ after the fignal 

deliveranc?^\Qf) their great anceftor from q, wa-* 
tery graveddaredi^by that ere^ion o f  B ^ e l,  fo 
iatrOQicm/3)?itOiinfult the* power .and providence 
,qfithe -;^oil:r|digh«...But thlsj fubjeft,- and ot|iers 
fpnneftedtwJth at, will' be hereaftey>difcufled 
.more.atr' their proper place, the In-
diajl Hiftory-f^ and are here only, noticed as 
,prepatatory fo future ftritlures in  this volume 
,on the Inftitut.es ,of M epu, which, in tbp main, 
may be.confidered as the work o f  that p rim e
val legiflator.

0 , 3  Th®
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T h e  fum, therefore, o f  the preceding re* 
marks is, that the great outlines o f the Brah
min creed o f  faith, confifting o f  an heteroge
neous mixture o f the principles o f  the true 
and falfe religion, were formed in the fchool 
o f  thaldaea before they left Shinar:- that,after 
the difperfion, purfuing the decrees o f Provi

dence in the peopling o f  the world, they mi
grated from Perlia, and thC’ country in its 
neighbourhood, to regions ftill nearer the 
riling fun j bearing, with them,, acrofs the In
dus, the new-formed code o f  religious and po
litical laws, afterwards enlarged,, pufified, and 
accommodated to their fituation pt a different 
region j a region in which innumerable ablu
tions and other local fuperftitions were indif- 
penfable: that they.weie ftill divided jn tp  many 
fe6i:s bearing the name o f Brahma, Veefhnu, 

Seeva, a^d Buddha j and that Thibet, the 
higheft and moft northern region o f  India, was 
peopled w ith Brahrnins o f the fe£t o f the laft- 
mentioYied holy^pcrfonage, who appears-from 

indubitable evidence to be the Mercury o f the 
w e ft: that thefe priefts fpread themfelves wide# 
ly through the northern regions o f Afia, even 
to Siberia itfelf; and, gradually mingling with 
the great body o f  the. Celtic tribes who pur-,

fued
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lued their journey to the extremity o f  Europe, 
finally eftibliflied the Druid, that is, _Brah- 
mln, fyftenx o f fiip^ftition in ancient 
t^n.

T h is, I contend, was the firft Oriental co
lony fettled in thefe iflands. In the courfe o f  
ages, their exienfive commerce led hither Phoe

nician colonies in queft o f that tin which they 
exchanged for the fine lineii and rich gems o f 
India. T h e  Phoenicians, whofe anceftors were 
educated in the fame original fchool with the 
Brahmins, fulfered not the ardour o f  Afiatic 
fuperftition to fubfide, but engrafted upon it 
the worfiiip of'the Tyrian Hercules, and other 

rites o f  that ancient nation. H ow aftonifii- 
ingly great that commerce was, and o f  what 
nature thofe rites were, are points which will 
he amply dilcufied in the Diflertation that 
follows^ i

.End of the D issertation  on the  O rigin 
. OF THE D roids,
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DISSERTATION, &c.

GENE.RAL ARGUMENT.

T’he Hercules o f ^yre probably the fame Per- 

fonage as the Chaldean and Indian Belusd^  

Hercules, under the Name o f Melicartus, avert
ed by the Hnciasts to have f r j i  explored the 

Cajfiterides fo r  ’P in .— And the Name Be-  

LERiuM, in Confequence, given by the an’- 

dent Geographers to the nvejtern Extremity 

o f Corn-yoall. —  A  retrofpeSlive Survey 

taken o f the Sciences and Commerce fo r  
nvbicb Phoenicia was mof celebrated. —  Some 

Account o f their Prade to Spain, and the im- 

menfe Riches anciently cbiaine^ from the Mines 

o f that Country. —  Ihe Bullion o f Spain 

tranfported in Phoenician Vejfels by Way o f 

the Mediterranean and Red Seas to India. —  

Pbeir Communication from Gadira, the modern
Cadiz,
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CadtZf •with the BritiJJ} I/lands*—̂  An Ac^ 

count o f  the fin-M ines o f Cornwall̂  o f the 

different Kinds o f  Ore found thtre by the M i

nerŝ  arid 'their Method o f /melting and re- 

fn in g  it', •with, a Hifiory o f the ftn -fra d e, 

-during thofe .tnojl ancient periods. —  Its hn^ 

portance to the'Country at large infijied on, a ild ' 

the Policy and JVifdom o f the Court o f /)iret~ 

tors in reviving this interefling Branch o f 

B ritiff Commerce •with India, fa ted  as the ju f  

Subjedl o f national Applaufe,—  fh e fucceffve 

Voyages undertaken by the Carihaginihns and 

''Greeks to Britain, on the Jame' Errand, de

tailed. —  ^he principal Article 's that formed 

the ancient Commerce o f Egypt and Perfia 

yenum^rated. —  fh e  Origin and gradual Prof 

rgrefs o f the Science o f Navigation and Ship- - 

J 'Building in AJia.

I' 5  H A L L  .Commence this-Diflertation' 
and the obfervations wliichi I have _to, 

offer relative to the ancient' commerce car̂ - 
ried on between the natives o f this ifland 
and thofe o f Afia, but more particularly the

Phoenicians,
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Phceniciatis, by informing the reader, th at 
th6 oldieft claflical appellation* tvhich we' 
have for the extreme weftern point o f Cofn'-^ 
wall, caHed’ By’ois the Land's Efid'y, is'
Riuk'i- mifpelt indeed' Boleriuih in' Ptbleniy^s* 
Geography,^ but reftored to- its right oftli'o*' 
graphy by Diodorus'Siculus,-f* 'who writes ’tlib 
word Belerium. Ancient Britifli writers 
the hrft'bminehce tranflate this word, the' 
Promontory 6̂  Hercules,” and’ both the ori*' 
gihal’ term'and*th& tranflatibn '^bririg back' tOf 
our’ recolleflion' that fii*ft Aflyrian and In -' 
diaii' Beltrs,  ̂who/'a-celebrated Pagan"writef,^ 
everi’the wife Ciceto' liimfelf, affirms,- whs the"" 
trtie-Hercules. N o w 'th a t H eixuleS'was the* 
founder, o f Tyre*; aiid the'Tyrians themfelves;^ 
in the *tinie o f  HerodbtuSjf "boafted th'at’their' 
citjr Waa then' tWo‘-thOhrabd' three' hundred' 
years old, which account,' though exaggerated* 
b y ’ a’ fe w  centuries, is much nearer the tru th ’ 
than the vaunted origin affigned t o ’ mdfl: o f  
the great cities'of Afia,^ a n d 'isih  ’a  great de
gree corifonant w lth the'hypothefis * here'Con
tended for,

• See Ptoloniasi Geograph, lib. iii, cap, 3.

r>ioJ. Sic. lib. V. cap. z z ,  

t  Ibid, lib.ii. cap. 43.
That
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 ̂ That Jiypothefis is flill ’ more Aron^ly cait-?’ 
firmed, by 9 retrofpeflive glance'on-the 

,o f fuper^ition predomuiant iJliTyre j - fo«vthcj 
principal deities, andet^tlj worlhipped in< 

IPhmnjiciaj wpre .the Sun and.MooN, the-one 
tender the;name o f Baal, or Belus, ^whofe fyjn- 
l)ol was'fire, fo congenial with the Bealtine, or 
fires o f  'BduSj, in thefe iflands^ difconrfe^, i f̂ 
above^ and Aftarte, thfi Affitarqth of,;Sqripjt 
tjn’e, who \ya§ rep.refented, .hijthq great tqav 
plq o f ,ffercules,at that city, under ,thq form 
o f  a f e ^ l e  with the h o r n ^ f  ,placed,
.upo^ l êq headj ;and between them a, precious 
gem* o f ^reatjmagnitude and fplendor^^rWhich, 
by night illumined the whole temple.,-Lucian,* 
whoTelates, fh is 'fa^ , calls that gem 
{ome^thought to mean thecarbuncley a.p^ei- 

,clous, fione fabled to fliine brigl^tel  ̂ in .darfci, 
nefe, and therefore the proper , ornament ; o f 
•an idol intended to reprefent.;the filvec, en -̂ 
prefs o f the night.
.' 4j^other corroborative cirqun^ftance is, that 
the Phoenician mythological hiftory, according 
to Selden, enumerates no lefs than th(ee dif
ferent Baals j firft, Baalfamen, which figni- 
fies the JLor  ̂of'Jiea^en^ and means, in an ap
propriate fenfe, the Sunj  fecondly, Cronus,

or
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©.rBaal} and, thirdly, Zeus Baalj or'Jupiter 
Belus. Thefe are probably the refpedtivenomi- i 
nal'heads o f the folar and other dynafties  ̂ o f 
that namey eftablifhed in the earlTeft^ages 
the imperial thrones o f *A(ia, and, dbilbtlefs, 
all have* immediate reference to and cohhec*- 
tion with theoldeft 6r AlTyrian Belus, canori- 
ized in the Sun, the. great conqueror -bf the 
land and navigator o f the ocean.‘--The c6k>- 
hies that failed to diftant (hores aflumed ">the 
renowned name o f the founder, and imparted 

. it with the Phoenician worfliip to the region's 
and people whidh they vifited. “

'Another name o f  the Tyrian H^culej'vv^s 
MelicartUs, ftonv Melek-cafthe, which B(>-: 
thatt tranflates*, Kin^ o f tbi G tyt* and it: is 
exprefily aflerted by Pliny, that'. MelicartUs 
(cdrruptly written in onf copies 'Mldacrit’us) 
fi'rft brought 'tin from the ifland Cafliterisrj'-f'^a 

^Greek word w hidi has exactly.the fanie fignifi- 
tation with Baratanac, probably a tranflation 
o f it; for it means the tin ijland\ but to wh$t 

’ particular part o f  this remote -country Ironi

Bochart's Canaan, p. 709.'
■

Vide PUnii vii,̂

[̂TyTc,
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•Tyre jchey alluded by that term Ihall be more 
fu lly  explained hereafter.

T h e  principles o f  navigation, and o f its 
^ iler aftronomy, are univerfally aferibed 
h y th e  ancients to. .'the Phoenicians. W e are 
informed by Sanchoniatho, in a fragment cxt 
tant in Eulebius,* that Ous'ous, one o f the 
moft ancient heroes o f  that nation, took a 
tree which was half-burnt, cut off th9 
branches, and firft ventured upon the vafl 
ocean. This affertion comes well enough 
from an atheiftica.l Pagan writer who difearded. 
all belief o f thfe deluge and the ' veflel o f  
N oah j but'the fo n sb f the holy patriarch who 
witnefled that flood, and the building, ac
cording to juft geometrical proportions, o f that 
vefTdj thofe who, for a whole year, had te
nanted the watery deep, who had marked the 
fury o f adverfe winds, and the violence o f the 
raging waves, doubtlefs knew fomething 
more o f naval architecture and havigatiori 
than is here, pretended. T h e authority, o f  
Mofes himfelf may he fairly urged, agpnft 
this ftatement, for that writer expreflly de
clares, that the fons ,of Japhet, that is, our

rr9ef>arado £val^gelka, lib. i. p. 55<

Gomeri^.s,
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Gomerians, 'in^their firft emigration from th^
contuient o f paited over into ‘tHe iflan'da
and took poflefedn o f  tliem :. by theje were i^e
iftes o f  ̂the  ̂Gentiles, divided in their lands! 
lL .  * ■’  ] ‘ 1  i . j  ■ A * ‘ ' t  * T  “ fGen. X. 5. T h is ' evidently confirms .the h^-
pothefis on wiiicli 'the Hiftpry o f' Hindoftan
proceeds,' th a t' navigation, like moft. otheif

-Sciences, was o f  ante<iiluvian original,, th^
principles o f  winch were known to thê
hioacliidse and A e if  immediate defcendants,
wlio Fettled xti the diftriffs where the ar*̂
reldedl biit all remembrance'of wliich  ̂ was in ̂ V » - I <.'• I . . i . *7
lucceedihg ages loft by thofe who emigrated 
t o ;regions, very- remote from that favoured 
portion o f Afia.^ I f  this Kad, not been th^ 
cafe, iidw came it to pafs, that, for many

’ * * / I ' ‘ • i ‘ •. . - ̂
centuries afterward, the light o f .riling fcience, 
and all the principles as, well ,as practice 
the aVts generally deemed ufeful flowed thence,

I .» .®.l ' ‘ . “ ,.v*
as, from a common centre, to tUuminate-c^if- 
tant nations, funk in the groffeft ignorance^ 
and barbarity.

N ot lefs deciuve is the voice o f  Pagan an- 

tiquitjf in referring to that entei‘prjzing race 
the Invention o f ^aftronomjr, and particularly 
o’f'^tfie conftellatipn Which we' denominate the
■r ' 1» * ^ - * * * «  ,

(f-effer Bear, on, the pomt o f whofe .tail on the
fphere
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fphere is. fiTfed the pole-ftaf, that flat, .whofe
brillignt and fteady light, emaning frorn the 
centre o f  the ar6lic circle, ferved and ftill does 
ferve as an unerring guide to  thofe whom 
conqueft or commerce induce to traverfe the 
pathlefs ocean^ T h e Greeks, indeed, inva- ' 
ding the rights o f  an older race, have attri
buted to Thales the honour o f  firft daffing 
together the ftars in this afterifm; but its 
prior name o f PHoeNicE, frequently be.f 
flowed upon it even by the Greeks them- 
felves, is a fufiicient refutation o f  this unjud 
daim .

T o  the particular cultivation o f thefe fci- 
cnces and o f  that commerce which they ex
tended in time to the remoteft regions o f the 
earth, the Phoenicians were irrcfiflibly impelled 
by their fituation on a narrow flip o f  land 

ftretching along the (bore o f the Mediterranean 
Sea between the 34th and 36th degree o f  north 
latitude. Inhabiting a barren and ungrateful 
foil, they were obliged by unwearied induftry 
to  corred the deficiencies o f  nature, and by 
extenfive commercial enterprizes to make the 
abundant wealth o f  diftant nations and more 
fertile regions their own. T h ey foon began 
to fend forth  colonies to all the furrounding'

n a t i ^
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nations that would receive them.; they efla-' 
blllhed *Qii intercourfe tvith all the iflauds of̂  the 
Mediterranean Sea, and with the prineipartna- 
ritime cities o f Perfia, India, and E g y p t .  T h e  

' ports o f thU Arabian G ulph were crowded 
•with their velTels j they were the general fac
tors o f  that Oriental world, in  the very centre 
o f which they 'refided, nnd all trade was car
ried on in' 'Phoenician * yeflels: in a word, 
th ey’’ were the B r i t o n s  o f  De m o t e  a n t I -

tjUlTY*
F or thO reafbns and on the grounds already 

ftated to the reader in the preceding chapter, 
I have fuppofed that the earlieft poft-diluvian 
Navigators’ o f  the ocean had the knowledge 

“and life o f  magnetic needle implarted to 
them by the father o f the renovated world, 5r 
one o f the facred o g d o a s  preferved In the 
ark, which was piloted through the raging bil
lows by • means o f  that wonderful guide, 

^ n d er’ the guardianlhip o f divine Providence. 
1 fee no reafon to retraff that opinion, for it 
I s  fcarcely Credible, that' without it  the firft

I f

‘colonies from A lia could ever have reached in 
fafety the difVant and dangerous lliore o f  ̂ Bri
tain. By the fame channel it probably came to 
the Phoenicians, virho ihighf have the artto keep 

■ " 'VoC.VI,  R  it
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it fecret from the Greeks, as they did, for a 
 ̂ . * * * '  ̂ ' 

long period, the rich fouree whence they de
rived that immenfe quantity o f  tin with which 
they fupplied the Afiatic markets. Leaving, 
however, uncertain though not improbable 
conje£lure, let us advert to what genuine hiftory 
records o f the gradual progrefs o f  the Phoeni
cian mariners in queft o f that commodity to

wards .the, weftern limits o f Europe.- The  ̂
reader will pleafe to obferve, that I am not now, 
tracing the footfteps o f the firft fettlers to 
Britain, but o f that adventurous race o f mer- 
chants who’ firft imported to her Ihores th? 
rich, productions o f Afia and Africa, when po
pulation was increafed, and kingdoms, power
fu l though barbarous, were formed amidft her 
woody recefles.

T o th eillan d s fcattered over the Meditcrra- 

neaUj and the neighbouringports o f  the Afiatic 

'continent, were probably confined jtjie firft fpcle’ 
efforts o f Phoenician ^navigation. By degree^ 
they grew bolder, and coafting weftward aloh^ 
the ftiore o f the Mediterranean,' but feldom da-

I t ' t ' ' ' .r; I
ring to|ofe fight o f it, they difcoye^ed the fouth-r 
ern point o f Spain. ^That fouthern point was the 
mountain Calpe, or modern roch o f Gibraltar, 
fituated on the Fretum Herculeum, or Straits. i. I  ̂ '

o f
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o f Hercules, and the fpot on which that hero is 
alTerttei to have erected the famous columns 
which bear his name j or rather, to quit my
thology, the vaft rock o f  Calpe itfelf is one o f  
thofe columns, and the mountain Ahyla, on 
the oppofite coaff o f A frica, is the other. T h ey 
were thought to he the extreme boundary of his 
voyage weftward, and the ftory o f his opening 
thefe celebrated flraits means only that he 
firft explored them, and difcovered the paflage 
through'them into the Atlantic Ocean. Calpe 
was many centuries afterwards vifited by the 
Moors, and called Gebel-taric j whence, ac
cording to O ’Anville, is corruptly formed its 
modern name o f  Gibraltar. A t the foot o f  
the rhountain they built a city, whicli they 
alfo called Calpe, mentioned by Strabo as a 
celebrated city In his time. Other ancient geo
graphers denominate this city Cartea, or M el-, 
carteia arid Heracl'ea, deriving the former name 
from Melicartiis, the latter from Hercules, 
the well-known appellatives o f its fuppofed 
founder.* It vVas Tome time before the Phcer 
hician navigators had'courage to pafs through 
fhel^ dangerous lltraits, and explore the great

^ '$ ee  Bochiirt’s Canaan, ‘p-682.

R  2 and
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and untried ocean beyond it* Their eager 
defire, l^owQver,. to add tlie wealth o f Europe 
to that o f  .Alia, getting the,better o f their 
fears, induced them, at lengthy to undertake 
the perilous voyage, and they fettled their firft 
colony beyond the ftraits, at the ide o f  Gadir, 
oi; Gades, on the weftern coaft o f  Andaluha, 
which is the modern Cadi:^^* Here they built- 
a ?ity v?ry celebrated in antiquity, and eredled 
a magnificent temple to Hercules, which wa? 
yifited by Apollonius Tyanaeus, and is .de- 

:̂ri|bed w ith , its fpldndid ornaments by .his 
biograpber Phjloftratus. From  this city, pof- 
(elTed o f  one o f  the mofb fpaqious havens in the 
world,, the; Phceni.cians foon commenced w ith 
the;pepple o f that country, which abounded in  
ipines. o f gold and filver, an immenfe traffic 
for thofe precious metals. . Thefe were again 

exported to India,, w hich.then, as.now, pro
bably fwallow^d up, as in a bottomlefs gulph, 
the bullion o f Europe, and; in return, .they re
ceived the filk o f  Serinda, ,and the, fine linen 
and rich gems o f  the peninfula.

The reader who.adverts folely to the pre* 
fent afpecd o f Spain,- and the indolent cha-

Strabonis Geograph, lib. ijL p. 169, ubi fupra.

racier
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rafler o f the people, will be rather furprifed 
to read this account o f the immenfe riches for- 
rnerfy dug from the bowels o f that country, 
land the commercial exertions o f the ancient in
habitants. Buf, in reality, no fa6l in Kiftory 
can be bettet provfed, than that mines, fcarcely 
lefs produiSlive o f  gold and filvcr than thofe 
o f  Peru, and Potofi, which are now the ob- 
je ft  o f  laborious' refearch, were in thefe early 
periods worked, 'as "well thofe fituafed in the 
Monies MarianI, in Aridalufia,’ mounfains 
th at' ikirt th'd' territory o f Seville, and novv 
called Sierra Morena, as thofe of Cofduba, no\^ 
Cordova, a region fo Ifertile in golden ore, as 

to be called by Silius Italiciis, who was a native 
o f this country, Aunfera  5r<?rr<7,*‘“the land 
that bore gold. O f this abuTndantf weattli o f 
the ancient Iberikns, eviden’ce may be found in 
Ihe early hiftorical pages''of all the'great em
pires o f the world' that carried on any com
merce with th edi; and, in particulaf, We are 
infofrried .by a Greek writer o f great and 
merited celebrity, that, when the Phcenicians 
firft came among them, they found the inhabi
tants wallowing in gold and lilver, and fo

Silius ftalicus, lib. iii. vewTE4oi.

R  3 W illing
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w illing to part with- theie riches, /rom their 
ignorance o f  the value o f  thofe precious 
metals, that they exchanged their-naval cooit 
modities for fuch an immenfe. vyeight o f  them, 
that their fhips could fcarcely fuftain the loads 
which they brought away, though they ufed 
it  for ballaft, and made th e ir, anchors and 
other implements o f  filver,^
• It is ■ aflgrt^d, though perhaps .vvjth fome 
degree o f exaggeration, by J)iodo)rus Siculus,,-f- 
ih a t  when the Pyrenasaii mountains,, fo palled 
jTrom.the facSt about-to be jelated, were, in  
;jem.ote periods* on fire, owing to th e jn ea n - 
tiousi or criminal condudf p f fome fliepherds, 
in kindling a fire too near one, ,of its forefts, 
the flames burnt jv ith  fuch fierepnefs for many 
days, th at it fpread itfelf alm oll over tqc 
whole ridge, and that the intenfenefs o f  the 

Iheat melted the fijver in  the minjep, and can- 
jfed it  .to. rnn. down in . rivulets alpng, thpjfe 
.hills,

j A gain we are informed bŷ  the:fame refpedt- 
ablc  ̂ Rom an writer, cited fo, often, before, J

* See Ariftotle Dc Mirabilibas Aufcul .̂,,Opera, vol. i. p. 1165. 

■}■ See Died. Sic. lib. v. p. 35S, 

t Strabp, lib.iii. p, 256,
that
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that when the" Car-thaginiaiisi the next in 
order o f the fucceffive invaders o f Spain, firft 
came thither,-they found filver in fuch ama
zing plenty, that their utenfls, even their 
very mangers, were made o f it, and their 
iiorfes fhod with it; And Pliny mentions'fe- 
ĵ veral rich mines of filver dug there by the 
Carthaginians, one o f which, called Bebel, 
from the finder o f  it, yielded Hannibal three 
hundred pounds o f .filver per day.*
‘ ^ h e  excellent hiftoriaii Livy,*f* alfo, ac
quaints us, that ScipiOj.upon his return.'to 
Rome, carried with him fourteen thoufand. 
three hundred and forty-two pounds o f filver, 
befides an immehfe quantity o f coin, clothes, 

'corn, arms, and other valuable things, L . 
.Lentulus is faid to have brought away a ftill 
much larger treafure; to wit, forty-four 
fhoufau'd^ pounds* o f . filver,i and twO’thoufand 
five hundred -and f i f t y ' o f gold, befides ‘the 
money which he divided among his foldiery. 
L . Manlius brought w ith him twelve hundred 
pounds o f filver, and about thirty o f gold,

Strabo, lib. xxxiH. cap. 6,

Liv. lib. i. ii. and iii.

R 4 Com,
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Corn'. ,‘LentuluSi after having- governed the 
Hither Spain two years, brougUt away one 
thoiifand five hundred and fifteen pounds o f  
gold, and o f  filver two, thou fa nd, befides 
thirty-four thoufand five hundred, and fifty 
denarii in ready. coin j whilft his colleague 
brought from Farther Spam fifty thoufand 
pounds of filver.

W hat is ftill more furprifing, is, that thefe 
immenfe fums, amounting in. all to; one hun
dred and eleven thoufand five hundred and- 
fortyrtwo.pounds weight o f filver, four thou- ■ 
fand and ninety-five. o f gold, [ befidps, coin 
and other things o f value,, iwere .obtained 
from that country in the fhort-fpacerof nine  ̂
years i, .foz lju lt fo umchitime elapfed 'betwietii 
the firft and the laft o f' thefe_B,oman pree î 
tors} ?md not long after, they had.been as 

feverely, pillaged, in all probability, by thei 
Carthaginians.

-'I’lie ,Phoenicians having eftablifiied thcnjr* 
felves, as well as the religious, rites o f thein' 
countryj . atr.the great commercial porti o f  
Gades, or Cades,--wxre not .long an makihg 
themfelves matters o f other pla.ce3.pn the tich^ 
Iberian coaft, equally cpiivenient for currying 
on that'traffic for which theyj were fo .cele-̂

.brated.
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brated. T h e principal o f  thele was Tafteffus, 
fituatcd ftill fal'ther vveH:, and the capital o f  an.* 
ifland o f  the fame name, form ^  by the -t’̂ vo 
ftreams by which the Baetis anciently emptied 
itfelf into theifea, though one o f them has 
been fmce flopped up. T o  theie two grand 
emporia were brought down that river th^ 
gold, filver, and other valuable produdtions o f  
Bsetica, the modern Andalufia, to  be conveyed 

thence, in Phcenician bottomsy (to ule a modern 
maritime- phrafe,). to thofe Countries o f  the 
eaft, Perfia, Aflyria, India, and E gypt, the mag<i 
nificence, luxury, and military enterpfizes, o f  
whofe fovereigns rendered conftant fupplies o f  
thofe precious commodities neceflary to them.

^Their-own country itfelf produced many ar
ticles p£ fuperJor elegance, *Yery-eagerly fought- 
after by thofe-oftentatious and - effeminate na
tions o f Am ong thefe the principal
were the purple o f Tyre, their rich tapeftry,; ■ 
and the eicce^ding, fine linen fabricated in the 
Phoenician l o o m s , T h e  glafs o f Sidoh,'-the' 
mother o f Tyre, was ariother celebrated conw 
modity exported to the countries o f Afia. by 
the Phoenician navigators j and*, in the extertfive 
manufacture o f  this curious articlei-they-had 
Arrived to fuch a point o f perfection, that rtot• only
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only'plates n earlf as Targe as any fabricated by 
the moderns' were iliade in the glafsdioufes b f 
^idon, from the fine fand found on the Thore 
o f  ‘ thE(t- city, but we alfo know, from very 
high authority in antiquity, that‘they poflefled 
the art'^of giving them a'Vdriety o f the moft 
ftriking and beautiful colours. T h e curious 
artificers o f that nation were alfo celebrated 
for their fkill in:working in thofe coftly me
tals that formed th e'cargoes-of their fliipSi 
and in the ivory'which they obtain^  in abun
dance from the neighbouring‘regions  ̂o f  AfriJ- 
ca. -For that’ expenfive and -beautiful dye 

Jabove-mentioned, which rendered the Tyrians 
famous oVer>air the world, and vvhich at thfs 
day is for its tranlcevKient ^kcellCncc app'fo- 
priated to adorn the robeS o f princes and m'a, 
giftrate^, they are laid to have’ been indebted 
fo  mere-accident.' -A ihephierd’g dog, incited 
b y  hlmger to range the fea-^Thore,' near thkt 
city, feized with his teeth the fhelT o f the fifk 

called MUREXv which, breakihg in’ his moullv, 
firained it o f the co lo u r 'fo  .much admired. 
T h e  genius o f  that mercantile people took 
advantage o f  the accident, and, collecting a 
quantity o f thofe fhells, imprefled the colour 
obtained from thern on the fiLuffs fabricated

by
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by thcnij which fdon became in general 
qiieft throughout the Eaft, efpecially at the 
courts o f princes. This fpecies o f purple filh 
is faid to have heen -peculiar to the fhore of 
Tyre> and is thought to be extin d t; at leaft i t ' 
is not now to  be found there. T h e antiquity 
o f  the difcovery is evident, from this colour 
being fo particularly mentioned both in the 
Mofaic writings and in H om er.* T h e afto-*- 
nifhing perfedlion at which they had arrived, 
in  the working in metals and ivory, is de- 
monftrated by the fumptuous deiigns o f that 
kind undertaken and finiihed by the artifts o f  

that nation in thq temple o f  Jerufalem, an4  in 
the palace o f the magnificent Solomon j the 
former abounding w ith emblematical devices 
in  ,caft or fculptured gold, and the. latter, 
adorned with that famous ivory , throne, inlaid 
jivith pure gold, o f which Scripture itfelf' de
clares like.had not been made in any na\tgn,-\
For proof o f their great advance in the elegant 
arts .of engraving and fculpture, not lefs than 
9ĵ  their prodigious wealth, w® treed not , go

Confult EJxodijs, cfiap* XXV. 4, and Homer’s Iliad,- lib.,v5.
V.  2 1 0 .

.f 1 Kings', v*2®*
farther

    
 



I &68 ]

•fartfier than the temple o f  Hefeules, in their 
ow n city o f T yre, which was not lefs remark^ 
able- for the fuperb mythological devices, 
the egg o f creation, the nymphaea, and the fer- 
p e n t,' that adorned its walls, than .for tholS 
tw o  .magnificent columns, the one o f mafly 
■ gold, the other confiding o f ’a  folid emerald> 

w hich were feen and defcribed t y  Herodotus, 
on his vifit to that c ity ; ‘the latter o f  whiqhl 
heaflerts, by night,'illviminated.the whole o f  
that vaft fabric.*
* Freighted with the valuable articles o f  com- 
hiefce above-eritimerated, but chieflywith gold 
find fili^er in 'ingots', w h ich ' I n d ia ’ever ill* 
gulphed, or-formed into ornamental ve'flelsfdf 
the ufe o f the tempks;'and't palaces o f  Afia; 
the Fh'celiician-fliips failed direOJy -up the Me^ 

dimitanean’ to a port' fitaated on its m od 

foi\thern. extremity;''and. neared: the Arabian 
G ulph, called iri theTtinerafy* o f  Antoninus 
Rhinocoruraj by Pliny,- Rhindcblura. It-Is 
remarkable, that this important haven is not 
fo much as mentioned by fo accurate a-writer 
as D ’Anville, in his • account o f  Idumaea, 
though Raphasa, the modern Refah, in its

Herodpt. Ijb. ii, p,jo8, -

neighbourhood,
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jielghbourhood, is particularized for an event 
o f  far lefs moment in the annals o f ancient 
hiftory.* Hence they were conveyed by land- 
carriage to Arfinoe- or Suez, the firft port on 
the A jabiaa Gulph^ and, being there'^re- 
fliipped, w^re tranfported down tlie weftern 
fliore o f  that gulpli and through the ftrait^ 
o f  Babelmandeb, along the coafts o f Arabia 
Felix and Deferta, and the maritime provin
ces of.Perfia, to the G ulph o f  Cambay and 
the continent o f India, where they were 
landed either at Patala,. the prelent Tatta, fi- 
tuated at the mouth o f  the Indus, or Bary-» 
gaza, the prefent Baroach. H aving taken iJiis 

tranfient vie\V o f  the general route purfued 
by the Phoenician, navigators to- India,'pre
vious to their difcovery p f  the .Caffitcrides, 
and the vvellern coaft .o f Britain,, we mud; 
return to theic.flow idiing cploniesi o f  Gades 
and Tarteffus onithe coaft o f Spain, to trace 

the ■ gradual, fteps w’h icli'led  to that difco
very.

* See Cellarii Geograph, Antiq. tom.ii. p-3(J4; Pliny, lib. v. 
cap. 13; and D’Anville’s Ancient (Geography, vol. i. p. 405.
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A SIfORX HI«TORY .0^ t h e  COMMERCE AN-f 

CIEJSTXY CARRIED ON BETWEEN PHCBNI**  ̂

•C fA  AND THE BRITISH' IStE^,' AND 

TH E Ph o e n ic ia n s ' t o  t h e  e a s t , f o r  

T I N .

T H IS  valuable article o f commerce owes* 
its name to an Oriental word intended to de

note ̂  the appearance which it bore to  thpfe 
Afiatic traders who firll explored -for tin thd  ̂
mines o f  the Cafliterides' and Cornwall j for,  ̂

,-when brought in its crude ftate from thofei 
mines, it is o f a. d a rk 'c o lo u rsa n d , wheii^ 
wafhed, refembles 41»nie or mud: Pliriy and'

I * . ^

other ancient naturalifts diGnomm2ii^\tflumbum 

alhum‘y white lead, and, in truth, lead and filver' 
are faid by the chemift to entef largely iiitoi 
the'compofition o f  this orel W e  read o f  tio  ̂
other country that anciently produced tin, at 
lealf, in fuch abundance and purity as the Bri- 
ti(h ifles, nor o f any people who extenfively 
traded in it, except the Phoshicians j and that 
trade muft have commenced early indeed, fince 
it is enumerated among other metals that paffed 

' through

    
 



{  2^1 ]

through the purifying fire iii the PeUtateucll 
o f  M ofes,* which cannot be dated lefs than 
1400 years before Chrift. I f  is alfo 'tiien- 
tipned by Homer,-j- who had • too accurate a 

knowledge o f  the progreflive improvement o f  
mankind in arts and fciences to aflign'any 
difcoveries to an improper age. But, when 
thofe mines are well examined, they exhibit 
internal teftimony o f the remote, I had al- 
m oit faid the ,incalculable, period at which 
they have been \vfought j fo r, in digging to 
the depth o f fifty fathom, the miners fre
quently mee  ̂ with ^arge timbers fiill entire. 
Thefe are vulgarly- fuppofed to have been dc- 
pofited there by the,waters o f the deluge; but 

that idea tends to violate M< De L u c ’s .ra
tional hypothecs, which fuppofes .that delogc. 
to have beer  ̂ efie<^cd by the finking down of 
the ancient continents; and, without going, 
quite fo far back in the annals of time, we 
may reafonably enough conclude them to have 
been left fhere, by Phoenician, workmen, 
the props gnd pillars o f  the exhaufted mines, 
elpec'ially, whep we,, read, in  the fame author.

Numbers, chap. xxxl. V. z z .  

Homer’s Iliad, ub. ii, v. 3c,
* . I -1 1 r' ^

th a t
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that pick-axes, bfafs nails, and other utenfilsf, 
are found, at the greateft depths, intermixed 
w ith thofe timbers.*

T in  is itfelf fo beautiful a metal, forms fuch 
elegant domeftic utenfils, the moft elegant 
next to filver, and in the various procefles' it 
undergoes by 6re makes fo confiderable an in
gredient in other mannfafiures, that the fo* 
licitude o f all nations, and efpeoially thofe ad
dicted to-commerce, to obtain it is by no means 
to be wondered at. T h e great ufe indeed o f  tin  

and th^ preparations made from it in the vari
ous branches o f  trade and manufactures, parti
cularly in painting, gilding, and pottery, as 
well as in the fcience o f  chemiftry, and anci
ently in  that o f medicine, though, from its 
poifonous qualities, generally and juftly  re

jected by the modern practitioner, is' too 

well known to be here infifted on. T h e 
Tyrians themfelves are fuppofed, by folntions 
o f  this metal, to have greatly enhanced and 
fixed the beautiful colour o f their purple dye,-f- 
and our own manufactured broad-cloth is af
firmed to owe its decided fuperiority in the

* See ChiIJrey’s Natufal Kiflory, p. 8. 

f  See Prycc’s Mincralogia Cornubieniis, p. 17.

markets
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markets o f Euro]^ .to its being dyed }n ib i 
grainy as it is called) in liquids, where this 
metal has-formed a principal ingredient.

’ There is a -very clear and particular .account 
given in the Philofophical Tranfa6Uons o f thd 
niefhod o f obtaining and preparing this metal 
in the mines o f Cornwall* w hich, though too 
full o f  technical phrafes, known only on thd 
fpot, to be inferted at length, may yet be accept
able to the mercantile reader, in the abridge-  ̂
ment which is here prefented to him .

T h e ore is only to be- obtained by the riioft 
elaborate exertions o f  the miner. T h e vein* 
defcend to very great depths, .fometimes to  
thediftance o f fixty feet from the fiirface, and 

it is often found imbedded in  rocks, fcarcely 
penetrable by the tools o f the workmen. I f  
Is alfo a labour o f extreme hazard, from the 
arfenic with which tin is ftrongly im pregna
ted; and fulphureous damps and malignant 
vapours, exhaled around him, often interrupt 
his progrefs through thofe regions o f  dark- 
nefs and ^eril, Superftition has added td  thd 
terrors o f the fcene, for, to. ufe J:he exprefs 
Words o f my author, “  T h e  labourers, te l i ' 
ftories o f fprights o f <fmall peopley as they call 
them ; and, that when tHi damp arifes from  

V o t .V l ,  S the
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the fiibterrarieous vaults, they hear ftrange 
noifes, horrid*-knockirigs,, and fearfal ham
merings.: Thefe damps render many lame, 
and kill others outright, without any vifible 
hurt upon them.” *

T h e  ore is differently denominated as it is. 
found in its more -pure or mixed ftate. T h a t 
which is called boll is properly the mine-iiny as 
it is obtained from the Toad, or vein, and it 
is ufually dug up in grains or chryftals, o f  a 
black colour, the blacker the richer,, and in 

J u m p s‘o f  various, magnitude. 
that which is mixed with ftony and earthy 
•matter, found in  maffes o f much larger lize, 
jand in the immediate vicinity o f .the. vein; 
•The jlreani-tin ore is a Jtame given .to -parti-s 
.cles o f the mineral, broken.oft'from  \.h&load̂  
running through high mountainous regions,- 

by  the waters- o f-th e ‘ deluge (fay the miners,) 
‘6r by other impetuous floods, ’and carried by 
the violence o f  the ftream into deep valjeys at 
a great diftance. There, collected into heaps, 
they have, in different places,, formed flrata: o f 
confiderable depth and .breadth, arid lie:interr

• Dr. Moiret on the Corniih miiies,'in Philofophical Tranfaci 
lions Abridged, voLii. p. 5 7z.

rilixed
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hiixe<i with the gravel and d ay w hich vvas 
torn away w ith them from their original bed. 
T he fragments are found in the form o f 
fmali pyramids* o f various planes, and are o f  
different fizes, from the bignefs • o f a walnut 
to the fincft fand. O f this fort, principally, 
well vvafhed, damped, and purified by re
peated fufion, is made the fined grain tin  ̂ and 
its fuperiority to the metal dug from the mine 
arifes from its being free from the mundic* 
and other mineral fubdances, which generally 
impregnate and contaminate the latter.

Having difcufled the various kinds o f  this 
metal in its original date, we come to their 
mode o f preparing,-or, as the miners call it* 

dr̂ JJingy the tin. W hen the ore is dug out and 
landed, and the larger mafies are broken by 
men appointed to that duty, it is brought, on 
horfes, to the dam ping-m ills; wliere, being 
placed in a great w;ooden receiver, called the 
coffer̂  it is. ground to fmali fand by maffy 
iron weights, fadened to the ends o f  drong 
beams o f timber. .Thefe timbers are called 
lifterSy are made o f heart o f oak, eight or 
nine feet in length, and, being raifed up and 
fieprelTed by means o f a water-wheel, are pre^ 
cipitated .down wit,h prodigious force on the

S 2 matter
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matter to be pulverized. T h e ore, thus redu
ced to powder, is, by an ingenious procefs, 
particularly deferibed in the paper referred to, 
walhed" out o f  the coffef into a long and deep 
trench, cut in the floor, called, the launder  ̂
flopped only with tu rf at one end, through 
w hich the water gradually oozes away, while 
the ore itfelf, purged o f  its impurities, fub- 
fides and fettles at the bottom. T h e fand and 
gravdly particles,'w hich, being lighter than 
the ore, remain uppermofl, being removed, 
the ore is repeatedly wafhed and eleanfed, and 

in  the end is fent to the fmelting, or, as with 
more propriety they term it, the burmng-houfe. 
There, being as repeatedly fubjefled to the 
fire to free it  from the mundic and other fo
reign fubftances, ftill intimately adhering to 

the ore, and afterwards, paffing through the 

more intenfe heat o f  the refining-fire^ where 
all its remaining diofs is Ikimmed off, the 
burning mafs is poured into moulds, hold
ing exactly three hundred and twenty 
pounds weight j and, being left to cool, 
it  is, in that flate, called block-tin  ̂ Be

fore they are quite cold, the blocks are 
ftamped with the houfe-mark o f thc/ fmel- 

ters, a pelican, a plume o f  feathers, or

fome
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fome fuch device,- in proof o f the genuinenefs 
o f  the metal; they are then weighed, num 
bered, and fent to the neareft town that has 
the privilege o f  coining to be aflayed, and to 
receive the farther impreflion o f the dutchy 
feal, which bears a lion rampant,, the arms o f 
Richard E arl o f Cornwall, without which rm- 
prefiion it cannot become an article o f mer
chandize, domeftic or foreign. This is called 
the coinage o f the tin, and every one hundred 
weight o f tin thus coined, by ancient ufage, 
pays a duty o f four {hillings to the Duke, 
producing a vafl, though o f neceffity a vary
ing, income to the heir-apparent o f the Britifli 
crow n ; an income, however, that muft con- 

flantly increafe, as new channels for the ex^ 
portation o f this ufeful article are difcovered,' 
or the old ones enlarged by the merchants o f  
England, in their private or colle6live capa
city ; a circumftance which proves the obliga
tion o f the prefent illuftrious poflefTor o f its 
revenues, to the laudable exertions o f the pre
fent enlightened C ou rt o f Eaft-India Direc
tors, to revive that important branch o f an
cient commerce witli Afia.

The towns appointed for the coinage o f  tin 
Were anciently only four in number, fituated

S. 3 iTX
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in thofe dlftri6ls o f the county which were? 
confidered moft convenient for the tinners, 
by name Lefkard, Leftwithiel, Truro, and 
Helfton. The neared: o f thefe, however, was 
found too'far diftant from the tinners on its 
w edern extremity; and, for their accommoda-> 
tion, Charles the Second added Penzance. T o  
one or other o f thefe places the tin is brought 
on the four great quarterly feftivals o f the 
year, and fo great has the confumption in- 
creafed, that though, when Carew wrote his 
volume, the total annual amount of the tin 
fold did not exceed 40,000/. it has o f late 
years rifen to near 200,000/, —  Gough’s new 
editioii o f  Camden, p. ip .

T h e important light in which the Britiflx 
legiflature have ever regarded this national 

fource o f  indudry and wealth, in periods long 

antecedent to thofe in which our woollen ma- 

nufaftures came to be ,in fuch high eftima- 
tion in the markets o f Europe, the grand 
STAPLE commodity o f the country, is corifpicu- 
oufly evident in the great number o f immuni
ties and charters granted, at different seras, by 
E nglifli kings and parliaments, to the inhabi
tants o f  this weftern province,, by way o f en
couragement to them, to diredl their whole

attention
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•attention to th6 native riches trearured'l^iiXiHe^ 
bofom o f their favoured country; immunities 
fo various, and charters fo extenftve in their con- 
ceflions, that this part o f  Cornwall feems, as it  
were, a feparate kingdom, governed by a par
liament o f its own, and fubjeft t a a  jurifdic- 
tion peculiarly calculated for-the convenience 
and comfort o f the natives. T h e chief power 
in thefe diftrifts is vetted in an officer -called 
the lord-warden o f  the ftannaries, who is fu* 
preme in law and equity, in cafes that affect 
not- the life of' the fubject, and from his fen- 
tence there is no appeal but to the Duke o f 
Cornwall, in council, and, in cafe o f -the 
death or minority o f that prince, t o ' the 
crown.

Having takeh“ this general furvey o f  the 
method of exploring and preparing, for the 
public market, the .tin found in the mines' o f 
Cornwall, having alfo given the reader fofne 
idea o f the importance o f this branch o f  
trade to the kingdom, as well as o f the quan
tity o f metal coined in that weftern county, a 
furvey, however, only introdu61pry to more 
particular-and detailed ftatements hereafter, 
it is now neceflaiy that we fhould revert our 
eye to the two infant colonies which we have

S 4 feen
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feen the Phoenicians were able to eUablifli at 
Cades, or Gadira, on the Fretum Herculeum, 
^nd at the ftill more weftern city o f  Taiteffus. 
T h e  account which I have above given, from 
ancient authors o f the greateft authenticity, 
jfuppofes the gold and filver mines o f Bgetica 
•already ejcplored and wrought, and the metal 
found in them, as having'paffed through the 
Imelting and refining houfe in order for expor
tation, previous to the arrival o f  the Phoeni
cians on that coaft. This circumftance exhibits 
very forcible proof o f  the rapid progrefs made 
by the Celtic colonies, who eftabliihed them^ 
felyes in  Spain in the fcience o f metallurgy, 
£Cnd without admitting all the romantic claims' 
made by the hiftorians o f that nation, who 
infift upon it, that their empire was founded 

by Tu bal, the fifth fon o f  Japhet, about the 

one hundred and fortieth year after the flood,^ 
full credit may be allowed the firft poft-dilu- 
vian fettlers, according to the hypothefis o f  
thefe volumes, for carrying away with them 
-from Shinar a confiderable portion o f infor
mation in a fcience which made the ante-dilit.

 ̂ Vide SanchoniaUicr in Berofus, and Jofephi Anti .̂ Judaic, 

'Ub.i. cap. 3.
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vian Tubal-Cain fo renowned in his genera-- 
tion, and the remembrance o f which, doubt- 
lefs,. was not wholly erafed from the minds o f  
the Noachidse, T o  thofe, however, who may 

pertinacioufly rejeft onr reafonable hypothefis, 
other caufes o f  early improvement in that 
laborious branch o f fcience, will, upon re
flexion, without difficulty, be acceded to>, 
as for inftance, the accidental burning o f vaft 
forefts, which hiftory aflerts was the cafe w ith 
thofe o f the great Pyrenean range which dif- 
folved the metals then lying nearer theJurface 
o f  the earth, or fires kindled on the fhore by 
fliipwrecked mariners for the fake o f  warming 
themfelves, or dreffing their provifions, which 
might eafily have happened on the Cornifh 
fhore, where the tin-ore, according to D r. 
Borlafe,* is frequently wafhed down from the 
high hills, whofe fummits, or fides, .have 
been bared by the violence o f  tempefts and 
mountain torrents, or broken by Ihocks' o f  
thunder.

It was not only gold and filvef for the pro-  ̂
duXion o f which the mountains o f  Spain 
were anciently famous 5 they had, alfo, rich

Natural Hiftory of Cornwall, p. 164.

veins
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Wins o f  copper, which according' to’ 'Sir H . 
M ackworth, on the fubjedl o f Mines, p. 
always grows in t̂h  ̂ fame pla'ces with gold 
and filver, and greatly participates o f the na
ture of thofe metals. T h is too muft' have 

proved a valuable difcovery- to the other Phoe
nician merchants, fince we know, from H o
mer and other Greek writers, that the ancients' 
took great delight in having their domeftic 
ntenfils, arms, and accoutrements, o f brafs, 
which is only a faditious metal, formed by 
a mixture o f the lapis calaminaris with copper 

in fu fio n ; and this procefs muft have been 
known to mankind before the flood, orT ubal- 
Cain could never have been the inflj'uSlor o f  
every artificer in b r a s s  and iron. Add to this 
that copper and brafs in the more aneieiit pe

riods o f the world were the univerfal medium 

which commerce was 'carried on, at leafl: in 
the weflern regions o f the globe. A piece o f 
brafs ftamped v/ith the figure o f  an ox, 
whence Pliny derives the word pecunia  ̂ was 
the only money known in Rome, during the 
early ages o f that republic. It was called an 
A s ; fuppofed to be derived from ALs, brafs; 
and heiice the public treafury was, called 

ararium. It was not, according to the fame

writer.
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writer, till the year of Rome 484, that filver 
money began to be coined in that capital; and 
their firft gold coinage did not take place till 
the year o f that city 546, above fixty years 
after. The current coin, alfo, of our rude 
Britifli anceftors, notwithftanding they were 
not a6lually without gold and lilver before 
Caefar’s invafion, confifted either of coined 
brafs, or annulis fetreisy iron, rings, wliofe 
value was according to their w eigh t; and, fine? 
Caefar affirms, are utuntur importato,* “  the 
Britons ufe brafs imported by foreigners;”  it 
is more than probable that the Phcenicians, 
retaining the Spanifh bullion for the Indian 
ports, gave the Britons brafs in exchange for 

the tin o f the Cafiiterides. But o f this fubjeft 
we fhail jdifeourfe more at large prefently: let 
ns return to their fcttlement o f  Gades.

I f  Pliny may be credited, that divifion o f  
Spain called Lufitania, now Portugal, befides the 
gold which was rolled down with the fands o f  
its celebrated Tagus, o f which moft pure metal 
the fovereigns o f that country are faid at this 
day to poffefs a feeptre, abounded in mines o f 
lead, whence the inhabitants o f Meidabriga,

Csfaris Comment, lib. y. p. 92.
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one o f its cities near the lead mines, now A r- 
menha, are by him denominated Plumbarii, 
and alfo produced, a fmall quantity o f tin, o f 
an inferior fort, and found generally in an 
arenaceous ftate.* A fter all, though this ac
count is far from being improbable, no very 
great flrefs is to be laid upon the information, 
as the ancients did not make that nice difcri- 
mination in regard to thefe metals which the 
more minute inveftigations o f  the moderns in 
mineralogical fcience enabled them to m ake; 
for, according even to Pliny, in the very chap
ter cited, they conlidered lead and tin as only 
tw o different ftages o f one and the fame ine- 
tal. T in  was called plumbum alburn̂  and 
efteemed the pureft j and the metal which we 
call lead was their plumbum nigrum. T h is 

fmall quantity o f tin, i f  indeed it were tin, to 

be met w ith jn Lufitania, probably urged the 

Phoenician fettlers o f Gades and Tarteffus 
widely to explore the weftern world for in- 
creafed ftores o f  fo ufeful yet fo rare a metal j 
and launching more widely into the wide 
ocean, and holding a courfe ftill more wefterly, 
th^y in time difcovered, the CafTiterides, ‘ by

PliniiNat. Hill, lib.xxxiv. cap. i6.

which
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which are now univerfally uhderflood the 
Scilly iflands.

Thefe celebrated iflands in the annals o f  
commerce derive their name from xaa-tnTspoVf 
a Greek word, fignifying tin , and which is 

the exa6l tranflation o f  the Phoenician Brata-  ̂
nac, or the land o f tin, whence 'Bpsrocvixvi and 
Britain. T h is was their foreign appellation, 
given them, as may be fuppofed, by merchants 
folicitous to diftinguifh the place by a namd 
expreffive o f its principal production. T he 
original Britifh appellation o f  thefe iflands is 
faid to be Sylleh , or roch facred to. the_ S'un% 
a circumftance by no means improbable, w-hen 
we confider ‘the monuments o f the folar fu- 
perflition yet remaining among them, o f  
which fome have been defcribed in the pre*- 
ceding feCtlons, and many more' probably yet 
remain unexplored. W herever the Heraclidte 
and the Belidae came, they left ftriking memo
rials o f that firfl and, favourite fuperflition o f 
mankind. T h ey were alfo called by the an
cients the H e s p e r id e s , or W eftern Iflands 
but by whatever name they were diftinguifhed, 
the weftern extremity o f Cornwall, which is 
narrow and prominent to the eye that anci
ently farveyed it from the Cafflterides, m ight

appear
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app ear o f ari infular form, muft be included 111 
that name, for there lay the grand ftore-houfe 
o f  the commodity, in qiieft'of which they had 
iravelled, by a tedious and dangerous naviga
tion, from Tyre, in the 34th to a country in 
the 50th degree o f north latitude. They faw* 
w ith delight, the, dark grains o f ^his valued 
metal fcattered plentifully over the fhores^of 
the liew-difcOvered region, and from its flimy 
appearance denominated it yjo, mud wlience 
was formed its Cornifh name o f Stearin and the 
Latin  word flan?iufn»

T h e Scilly iflands are very numerous, but ten 
are o f principal note, and exhibit the marks o f 
having been in a ftate o f vigorous cultivationj 
and extremely populous in ancient periods;' 
five only are inhabited j the moft confiderabld 
at prefent o f  which is St. M ary’s, being about 

nine miles in circumference, and containing 

about 700 inhabitants- 'I’he next in fize is 
Trefcavv; and, from the ruins o f an abbey and' 
other buildings upon it, appears formerly to 

'  have been well-peopled, though at prefent 
fcarcely forty families *are to be found in its 
whole extent. This ifland is remarkable for 
being the only one which retains any veftiges 

o f  a tin mine. T h e light-houfe is eredted oh

St.
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St. Agnes,, one o f  the fmalleft iflands -of thW 
clulferi and is A flru£lnre equally noble and 
iifefut.in a lea o f  very difficult and .dangerous 
navigation. Prefumptiye evidence and ob- 
fcure tradition .incline the naturaliff:, who takes 
a view o f the abrupt appearance and .totally 
altered ftz\te o f thefe iflands, from what they 
are hiftoricafly defcjibed to have been,-to be
lieve that, fome dreadful convulfio.n of* nature 
has taken place in. this region j and that, the 
greater part o f them; have been fliattered by fome 
earthquake, or fubmergcd by fome tremendous 
irruption of the furrounding ocean. They 
are no longer celebrated for lead and. tin'i 
no lopger they allure the avaricious mer
chant j apd the.Aflati.c mariner no longer 

bears to their fpacious harbours the jewels 
and fpices o f the fragrant-12all: j but they re
main and.Jong'w ill continue to remain an, 
awful monument o f  the viciflitudes o f  nature 
and the wreck o f time,
_.'Xhe principal.-foundation for a belief in  
this change refts upon a paflage in Diodorus 
-Siculus," 'Which. I fhall prefehtly infert at 
length, and which feems.to prove that a part 
o f thefe iflands was once fituated fo clofely 
adjoining to the continent, that, when the tide

Was
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was low, a paflTage over into the ifland might 
be eafily effefVed at the recefs o f  the waters, 
and that the miners aflually conveyed the tin 
over in carts to lif is ,  one o f  thofe iflands 
where it  was bought by the merchants, and 
exported thence into Gaul. A t prefent, h o w -. 
ever, the neareft o f  the Scilly-iflands is diftant 
from the continent at leafl: nine, leagues, and 
cither Diodorus mufl: have been groflly mif- 
informed, or the intern^ediate land niuft have 
been fwallowed up in the deepj a circumftance 
which I have obferved deferves fome credit' 

from traditions current in that-part o f  Corn-- 
wall.^  ̂ -

M r. Carew, in his Survey o f  Cornwall, aj. 
book written nearly two centuries ago, and. 
the obfolete language o f which has not en
tirely obfeured the elegance and fpirit with 

which it is penned, has in the followingpafiage* 

which I have copied verbatim, recorded-the 
lentiments o f  his countrymen on this fubjedt, 
and at the fame time eftabliflies the truth o f  
the a6lual recefs o f  the lea.

T h e  fea gradually encroaching t o n ’ the 
Ihore hath ravined from Cornwall the whole

Borlafe’s Natural Hiftory of Cornwall p* I77*

tra^
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tra£l o f countrie called L io n n e s s e , together 
with divers other parcels of no little circuite; 
and that fuch a countrie o f Lionnefle there 
was, thefe proofes are yet remaining. T h e 
fpace between the Land’s End  and the Ifles o f  
Scilley, being about thirtie miles, to this day 
retaineth that name, in Cornifli Letbe/wfowt 
and carrieth continually an equal depth 'o f 
forty or fixty fathom, (a thing not ufual in 
the ;fea’s proper dominion,) faue that about 
the midway, there lieth a rocke, which at 
low water difeovereth its head. They term it 
the Gulphc, fuiting thereby the other name o f  
Scil/a. Fiftiermen alfo calling their hookes 
thereabouts have drawn up pieces o f doores 
and windowes. Moreover the ancient name of 
Saint M icb a h  Moujit was Caracloafe in Cowfe, 
in  Englifh the hoare rocke in the wood, 
which now is at every flood incompafled by 
the fea, an d 'yet at fopie low ebbes roots o f 
mightie trees are diferyed in the fands about 
it. The like overflowing has taken place in 
Plymouth-Haven, and divers other places.” *

' Situated nearly oppoflte to the coaft o f  G a
licia, in Spain, the voyage from Gades to the

î arew’* Survey of Cornwall, p. 7.

V o L .V I. T  Cafliterides
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Cafliterides might be accompliflied by th«' 
Phoenicians in nd great length o f timej and, 
under the guidance o f Spanifh mariners, w ho 
were doubtlefs not unacquainted w ith  the na
vigation o f  that-part o f  the Atlantic, at no 
very imminent hazard. W hat the particular 
articles o f commerce which they brought with 
them to Britain, and what they carried back 
in exchange, at that early period, were, we 
have the good fortune to have exprefs infor
mation from fo authentic an author as Strabo, 
“  T h e Phcenicians,” fays that writer, “  im 
ported from Gades into Britain fait, pottery, 
and utenfils o f brafs; they exported from Bri
tain tin, lead, and the fkins o f  beafts.” *  It i§ 
remarkable, that Pliny, in the very fame chapi
ter in which he relates that fuch a quantity o f  
lead was found in Britain, that it became ne- 

ceflary to ena6t a particular law, to prevent its 
being dug up in fuch an abundance as might 
tend to depreciate its value, acquaints us, 
India neque as neque plumbum hahet \ gemmifqu  ̂

fu is ac margaritis hac permufat: India itfelf 
has no mines o f copper or lead; but is content 
to barter for thefe commodities her preciouj

Strabonu Geograph; Ub. iii> 146,
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gerris and pearls.* By this means we are in i- 
mediately enabled, to difeover what was at leaft 
one ,o i the principal articles which the Indian^ 
derived from Britain, and o f what nation were 
the merchants who trafficed in it to that dif- 
tantcoaft} even thole who fo afliduoufly ex-̂  
plored it in the fartheft regions Of the weft.-.

T h e articles ufed in exchange between th d  
two nations deferve fome confidetation. O a  
the one fide were given fait, pottery, and 
brafs j on the other, tin, lead, and Ikins. B y  
the firft article it appears that the art o f  Ipro- 
curing fait from the waters-of t:he oceanjror- 
the pra6tice o f  digging in their ow n abundant 
mines for rock-falt,- was m ot theh known inr 
B ritain : yet to a  race liv in g on an ifland, o f  
which,the.furrounding fea.andrthe numerous.' 
rivers were plentifully fto.ckedr with fifii o f  thd 
mOft excellent^lprt^, fait, eithpir marine or foffili 
for preferving and pickling it, i f  not for their 
own ufe, (fince Caefar aflerts, ,though with no 
Ihiadow o f probability, they .entirely abftained. 
from eating fifti,) yet for the, ufe o f  others, and 
the purpofes o f ,commef;ce, was indifpenfably 
^ecelTary,' as well as for feafoning and pre*

Hift. lib. XXXV. cap. 17*

T  2 ferving
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ferving the flefh o f the beafts killed in hunting, 
and whofe fkins, we fee, formed allb a mate
rial article of barter. T h e fait imported hither, 
by the Phoenicians was, probably, o f  the fofTil 
kind, and obtained from the mountains o f  
Catalonia, in Spain, where are flupendous 
nines o f rock-falt, probably wrought in the 
remotell: periods by a people naturally led to 
fubterraneous’ refearches, by the, vaft profit 
afifing from thofe which they pofTefTed o f  me
tal. Such were the principal ufes to which 
our painted anceftors applied the fait brought 
to them by the Phcenicians, no doubt in very 
large quantities, as our forefts abounded in 
game, and our coafts probably then as now 
fwarmed with overflowing treafures o f  the 

"choiceft fifli j that gamfe and that fifh, which, 

pfererved from putrefa6lioi\ by this pungent 

and powerful ingredient, poflibly made no 

fmall part o f  the cargo which that maritime 
'race carried away with them from this ifland, 
to fuppoit the crews o f their veflels during 
their long voyages to diftant ^hd different re
gions o f the earth. If, however, to them 
to their fleet, in that infant ftate o f navigation, 
this grand article o f naval confumptlon Was 
fa  immediately, fo indiiTpenfably, tiecelTary,

how
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how much more fo, and in what an aftonlih- 
ingly increafed proportion mufl: it be to the 
modern Phoenicians o f the weftern w orld: to 
us, whofe innumerable fleets cover the ocean/ 
and whofe fails are expanded (oh 1 may they 
long continue fo!) in every climate and almoft 
every harbour o f the now circuranavigate(^ 
globe. W hen we confider the imraenfe quan
tity o f falted provifions conftantly laid up in. 
magazines at home for the ufe o f  the greateft 
navy that ever the world beheld, and the 
arnazing expenditure o f  the fame commodity 
in fuch as are annually exported to the plan
tations, how much reafon have we to applaiid 
the patriot fpirit, fo fimilar to that difplayed in 
fefpecfl to the highly increafed 'exportation o f 

the ancient national ftaple, t i n , and other 
articles o f Briti/li growth and manufacture, 
by the Court o f Directors j that Ipirit, I  
fay, which explored the bofom o f our own 
rich country for the latent • treafure, and 
which has thereby not only prevented the 
fending abroad fome millions o f the'national 
wealth for foreign fait, but by diligently 
working, the great mines o f rock-falt difcover- 
ed in Chefhire and other provinces o f  Britain, 
and promoting the vigorpus domeftic m anu-

T  3 - faClure
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fa6lure o f  it, has given employment and.hrea4 
to fo many thousands pf the induftripus poor. 
Add tp 'th is that other moft important coh{i« 
ideration, that the national revenue is, in all 
the^e cafes, proportionably improved, as muft 
be evident to the reader, when h e js  informed, 
that the grofs duty on fait anniially amounts 
to  nearly a million fterling, Thefe refledtion? 
w ill, I  truft, not be confidered â  wholly irre- 
velant to the fubjeCt^ for I  think it my jiuty, 
as a friend to my country, to make thefe 
ftatements j that, whatever may be the event 
p f  the prefent convulfed, order* of. things iit 
Europe, we may fully know, learn properly tq 
value,'and diligently to improve, the ineftima- 
ble bleffings beftowed hy Providence on thefe 
iflands,

^ i t h  refpedl: to the po ttery* afferted liy 

Stmbo to have been anciently imported intq 
this  ̂country, it will fcarcely b'e'^dpubted, that 
the Phcenicians o f  Sidon, who,, from ttie fine 
|and and pebbles fcattered oyer their fhorea, 
finely ground together and mixed w ith the 
^ e s '  pf burnt Vegetables, could" manufat^iire 
filch excellent glafs, were alfo al Îe,‘ by  a ’fimir 
lar prpcefs, from the various fpecies  ̂ o f .argil

laceous earths which that^part pĵ  A fia affords*
t o ,
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"to fabricate porcelain o f as various kinds and 
degrees in finenefs; as well the fplendid paint
ed vafe for the palaces o f Syria, as the more 
homely utenfils for the rude Briton, who, now, 
fpurning the vulgar drinking-horn, qudffed 

from them the fermented liquor, extra6led from 
barley and other vegetable produdions of his 
country, which animated him to the battle  ̂
with as much ardour as the nobles o f Babylon 
regaled on the fparkling beverage prefled from 
the delicious grape o f  the palm and the cy- 
prefs. T h e pottery o f Sidon would not fail 
to be proportionably improved, as, from their 
proficiency in their grand ftaple m anufadure 
o f  glafs, they could not want either Ikill or 
materials to give their earthen-ware that 
Alining vitreous envelope which equally tends 
'to beautify and preferve it. H ow  greatly in 
,this refped, alfo, is the fcene changed I Sidon 
and her daughter^ Tyre, are no more, and the 
Britifh manufadure o f  pottery Js not exceeded 
by any thing o f  the kind produced in Europe, 
while her porcelain, efpecially that manufac
tured at Chelfea, is making rapid advances to 
rival even the Oriental. T o  ftimulate na
tional induftry in this point, it fhould be re- 
niembered, that our country contains in itfelf

T  4 aU
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alL  the-materials neceflary for the carrying 
thefe valuable articles, o f  itsr modern commerce 
to the utmoft point o f attainable perfedrion. 
D r, Lifter, in  the; Philofophical Tranfaflions, 
has enumerated no lefs than .two-and-twenty 
different kinds o f  clay, which he has arranged 
in order, and exhibited, in the form o f a table* 
o f clays, to the notice o f that Society; and it 
is well deferving the attention o f  the public, 
lince, in all probability, moft o f thefe clays, i f  
proper experiments were made, would be 
found ferviceable to the potter, and the great 
ufe, elegance, and beauty, o f  our>tobacco-pipe 

•clay, are too well known, to behere infifted on. 
I f  the Chinefe, without any confiderable ad
vance-in chemical • knowledge,' orcorredt'idiea 
o f enamelling and painting, .haverbeen able

ffurniftx Europe with fuch beautifulifpecimens 
•of porcelain, what„may noLiil t ^ e h e  dccom- 

pli(hed- a nation: fo .much themfuperior in 
a ll  the-. branches o f fcience j i a t  fOrm-the bafis 
o f 'th a t  beautiful manufa£lurc!? r^Anothen in- 
ftance of/the patriotiTm. o f  .the Eaft-India! Di~ 
4-ej6t<;̂ s ought by no means, in.this'plaoe, tjo

Set ithat' table, im PhilofcTp,' Tj-^iaft^LAbridged,! Vol.« .

be

    
 



t 297 3
be omitted; .that,, principally fo r  the. fake 
of. promoting the B'ritifli manufa£lure, they 
have, for fome time paft, refrained from im - 

.porting Oriental porcelain, the plenty, and 
cheapnefs o f  which could not fail o f operating 

' towards the jdepreffioii of. that made in  Bri
tain.

Although the fubterraneous regions o f  this 
ifland abound with mines of-th e richeft cop
per, and o f  the beft fpecies o f the la fn  calami^ 
m rist' or calamine, .from the cement o f which 
mineral with the.former the factitious metal, 

,\yhich w.e call braf^, is, Compofed; .yet, by 
fome ftrange. infatuation, neither were thofe 
mines wrought till within thefe.two centuries,

* nor .had we. any brafs befides what .was im- 
ported from' abroad, till l̂ong after that pe- 

friod. .The'hrtijof. makins: brafs isfaid to.have 
-bcenJong kept iecret in Europe by the miners 
lof .Qermaiiy-j i'-but was indubitably ^nown, as
• was heforeiihewni during the remoteft periods, 
■ in Afia. .Jts having been, ufed,. during thole 
early-times,land in ..the infancy of. the E u ro
pean .empires, as m oney,-is a proof-of thd va
lue and rarity o f  this metal in the weft, and 
probably was?, one: caufe o fifts  having been 
made by the Phoenicians a principal article o f

barter

    
 



[ 298 ]

barter-in their traffic with the old Britons. 
Before the intrinfic excellence o f our own ca
lamine was fu lly  known, great quantities o f  
Indian zinc, under the name o f tutenach, 
werd brought into this country by the (hips o f  
the Com pany; and it is remarkable, that it 
was imported after the very fame, manner as 

the tin o f  Cornwall is now exported to that 
country, as the ballaft o f  thofe ffiips. T h is 
is judicioufly reftoring commerce to the fimplp 
original unperplexed mode aifter which it was 
carried on in the firll ages o f  the world, viz, 
the exchange o f  commodities immediately 
drawn from the one country for fuch as are 
the immediate produce o f  the other; and 
perh^lis the nearer trade can be brought back 
to that primitive rational plan, fo- much the 
more mutually advantageous will it turn out 

to the-nations condu<5lin g it on thefe princi
ples. H aving taken this furvey o f the com,- 
mbdities imported by th e 'T yrian  merchants 
into Britain, w e return to  our inquiry refpecl:- 
in g  the Britifli exports, the firffi o f which in 
order and importance was tin; but the farther 
confideratipn o f that ancient llaple we fhall at 
prefent defer, to fpeak ‘o f  the other two artir 

ties, mentioned by Strabo, lead and hides.

f t
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It has been before obferved, that the anci
ents confidered tm  and lead as only  ̂tw o dif
ferent ftates o f the fame metal, calling the 
former plumbum alburn̂  and the latter plumbum 
pigrum* but, modern chemical experiments 
have incontrpvertibly'proved theoa to be twp 
metals, radically diftindt. T h e  great nfe o f  

the former, in various branchea o f  trade and 
manufacture,- have been already in part enue 
merated i thofe o f  the lat.ter metal in the fame 
line are ftill̂  more important, and indeed the 
various preparations from  lead m uft have 
been indifpenfable to a nation devoted, as one 
great tribe 6 f . the Indians.always has been, to 

the moft elegant'defigns in. mechanic fcience: 
a tribe, the members o f  which are from their 
very birth, and from generation tct genera
tion, fully inftVuCted in all the arts peculiarly 
tending to promote a flourifhing and .vigorous 
commerce, X as well doraeftic as foreign. T h e 
beautiful vam ifh, the vivid painting, and cu
rious gilding, difplayed on their cabinet and 
pther furniture > their elegant work, im .cna- 
mely and the-rich glaze on. the porcelaiun o f  
Alia, into all which thofe preparations m ull 
p f neceffity largely ênt̂ er, are proofs o f.th is
alTerti9nr*--To be more particular, in  .fegard

to
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to  th& UfeS'to .which lead is applied. From 
•thin'plates o f  this metal, expofed to the fumes 
o f  w^arni vinegar, is obtained the compolition, 
called C E R U S E ,  o r , white lead, which forms 
the bafis o f feveral kinds of-paints From. lead,, 
either in calcination or in fufion, are produced 
jvi ASTicoT, or yellow ochre, m i n i u m ,  or red 
lead, LITHARGE, or glafs o f lead, fo nccelTary 
in  .the various occupations o f the painter, the 
qplumber, the glazier,,the dyer, the potter, & c. 
i&c. •'that without it, ^half the bufinefs o f the 
•handicraft coiild not bexarried on. W ith  iheets 
joS lead the tops o f our houfes are guarded 
againft.the injury o f fun and-weather j with 
lead,, or its Compofitioni puttyy our windows are 
fecufed,; lead, formed-into. pipes, ̂ carries away 
the fordes from our dwellings,, and brings us 
w iter to. purify them. Pewter, .that bright 

^fadlitious metal, once in fuch general repute 
thipugh' Europe, and now forming, the do- 
meftic utenfils o f  its lefs polilhed and afH îent 
nations, is compoled o f  tin, com^iped witlji a 
(Certaini quantity, o f lead; the .phyfician’ ac
knowledges its> powerful .though; hazardous 
effefl in medicine; the chemift well knows 
its indifpenfable utility..in the fqfipn and re
fining o f other m etals; in Ihort, next to tin,

it
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it is the ancient boaft of our ifle, and one o f 
the befl: gifts o f the Guardian Providence that 
watches 6ver it.

The evidence afforded by Pliny concerning 
the great abundance o f  lead dug up in .his 
time, in Britain, has been already noticed, 
b u t’ the preceding member o f  the fentcnce, 

from which that evidence is taken, being o f  
importance in this inquiry, as pointing out 
the other regions where it was found, the 
whole paffage is here fubjoin'ed. 'Laboriofius 
in Hifpariia erutum totafque per GalliaS', fed  in 
Britannia fummo terra corio adeo large  ̂ ut lex 
ultra dicatur  ̂ ne plus certo modo f a t , .  T h is  
metal was with great difficulty and laboiif oH- 
tained- from the mines o f Spain and Gaul, 
but was produced in fuch'plenty, and ib  near 
the furface in Britain, that an exprefs law  
was neceffary to prohibit its being dug. arid 
manufa6lured, except after a certain propor
tion, fixed by that law .* 'The ancient treafurcs 
o f this metal were n ot’ confined to ’Corn* 
wall, but mines o f  it have been immemorially 
wrought in various and diftant provinces o f

* PUnii Nat. riift. lib*, xxxm cap. »7-
the
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the Idngdom, particularly in Lancafhire, So- 
merfetlhire, arid Denbighlhire.

T h e  laft article o f  traffic between the bid 
Britons and the Phoenicians, mentioned by 
Strabo, was the Ikins o f  beafts, which proba
b ly  formed one o f the oldeft fpecies o f barter 
pradlifed in the dawn o f  fociety and in the in
fancy o f commerce. T his fpecies o f exchange, 
indeed, is very reafonably prefumed o f a race 
exifting in a Hate bordering upon favage, 
whofe principal delight and whofe conftant 
employment confifted in hunting the innu
merable animals that browfed on their moun
tains or roamed in their forefts. T h ey m u^ 
alfo have had among them the art o f  pre
paring and preferving thefe Ikins, fince we are 
informed, by ancient authors, that they cover

ed with hides the wicker boats in which they 

failed'about the creeks and harbours o f .their 
indented coafts.

Oii¥ thef fubjedl b f thefe wicker ^velTels, it ’ 
m ay be obferved, that, fragile as they may ap
pear, -they were ftrong enough for a face who 
probably 'never ventured beyond the creeks 
and'harbours o f their native coaftj and it Is 
deferving o f remark, that, according to Pietro 
D ’ElIa Valle, the very fame' kind o f  boats,

formed
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formed o f reeds, com pared together In th e 
manner o f  hurdles,* and covered with the 
ikins o f animals, are at this day ufed, proba
bly on account o f  their lightnefs, on a (horei 
abounding with coral rocks, where heavier 
veflels might be in danger o f  being dalhed in  
pieces, by fome o f  the bordering nations who 
are accuftomed to tralSc along the coaft o f  the 
Arabian G ulph. Travellers, alfo, who have 
vifited the Icelandic Seas, affirm, that the 
vefiels o f  that northern race are compbfed o f  
long poles ftrongly bound round with leathern 
thongs, and covered with the Ikins o f  lea- 
dogs, fewed together with the ffiiews o f  that 
animal. N o doubt the Cprnifli coaft abound
ed with feals and other marine animals, whofe, 
Ikins might be applied to a limilar purpole 
by the Britons; or, i f  not, animals by land 
were by no means wanting who might afford 
them plentiful fupplies o f  this kind, not only 
for domeftic life but for exportation. T h e fer
tile illand o f  Britain indeed feems ever to have 
nouriflied a numerous and vigorous breed o f  
cattle, more than fufficient for the confump-^ 
tion o f its own offspring. T h e ox, grown, to

vol. i .  p,vz69.

a vaft
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a vaft magnitude ia  her rich and extenfive 
pailures, lent them his hide, an ample fhelter 
and defence from the violence o f the waters 
and the weather. The fkins o f  that animal, 
alfo, formed the covering o f their reed-built 
huts, and o f  thofe large granaries o f  corn, laid 
up in the ear, for which, according to ancient 
authors, they were not lefs famous than their 
foils. Her breed o f flieep, too, though nei
ther fo numerous nor fo famous as thofe o f 
modern £eras> afforded the old Britons abun
dance o f  ikins for exportation; flocks o f  goats, 
however, an animal equally valued by them 
for its milk and its flefli, were in ancient far 
more abundant and cherifhed tl^arl in modern 
Britain j and it is probable that both the wool 
o f  the former, and the hair o f the latter, being 
afterwards properly prepared, received the im- 

preflion o f the beautiful dye o f Tyre. T o  

thefe may be added, the innumerable fpecies 
o f  game o f every kind, with which her vaft 
forefls were anciently flocked, the wild boar, 
o f  delicious flavours the red and the fallow- 
deer, of fuperior beauty and fizes the wolf, 
the fox, and beaver, valuable for their fu r; 
and the fleet hare, equally eflimable for his. 

.'fld h  and his fkin ; that flejlh, which, accord
ing
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Ing to Caefar, Was forbidden to be tailed by 
the old Britons, but is happily not fo by their 
progeny: thefe, w ith the various kinds o f  
the feathered race, valuable for their flavour 
and fine down, fo well calculated to  gratify 
the pride and indolent luxury o f the Eaft, de- 

monftrate the treafures’ o f this kind poffefled 
by thofe who made this fpecies o f  commodity 
a principal object of foreign traffic,

I cannot conclude this head without ano
ther obfervation, which naturally arifes from 
a part o f  the fubje<5l  before difcufied. -When 
we read o f thefe wicker boats, with their in
teguments of hides> o f our anceflors, how is 
a modern Englifhman tempted to fmile at 
thefe firfl: rude efforts o f Britifh mariners *to 

' navigate the ocean j who, timid, and creeping 
clofe to the fhore, little dreamed o f  thofe ftii- 
pehdous ftru£luresj in the form o f  ninety and 
one hundred gun fhipsi in the womb, o f time 
to be launched on its furface by their daunt- 
lefs poflerity j much lefs that a numerous fleet 
ojF thefe, ilTuing from the fpaqious haven o f 
Falmouth or-‘Plymouth, would ever boldly 
fail to the diftant latitudes o f  Phoenicia itfelf, 
and roll the thui>der o f Britain around th's 

Voi,. V I. U  fhofe^
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fliores o f  that Afia to winch their tin, their 
leadi and their Ikins, were, exported.

In refuming our account o f  the Phoenician 
tin-trade, the firft circumftance defcrving at
tention is the account given by Orofius, a 
learned Spanifli writer o f the fifth century, o f  
an ancient Pharos o f admirable workmanfiiip, 
ere6fed at Corunna, on the coaft o f Galicia^ 
in Spain j which province, it has been before 
obferved, lies direftly oppbfite, in  a fouth- 
weft direftion, to Cornwall.* This Pharos is 
by the fame Spanifii writer aflerted to have been 
erefted by Hercules, that is, the'chief o f  the 
firft Tyrian colony which traded to Britain; 
afiuming the name o f the founder o f Tyre, 
and the. appellation originally b'eftowed upon 
it was the ufual one given to the monuments* 

-faid to be eredled by that hero; to perpetuate 

the memory o f his progrefs and exploits, viz.‘ 
CoLUMNJE, afterwards corrupted into Corunna  ̂
Orofius acquaints us, that this Pharos was 
there placed, ad fpeculum Britanniay for the 
direftion o f fliips bound thither from Britain j 
and.-it is furely a very remarkable circum-;' 
ftance, that the oppofite land, cOnfifting o f a

• vide Pauli Orofii adverfiis Paganos Hift*. lib* i. p.

promontory
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promontory running about three miles into 
the fea, on the Cornifh, or rather Devonfhire, 
coafl:, is called Hertland, or Hertey-Point ? 
that is, Herculis Promontorium, or, as it 
may be exprefled in maritime phrafe, Cape 
Hercules. T h e  name o f this promontory, 
fcarcely othei’wife to be accounted for, has 
given birth to a reafonable conje6lure; though 
not faii6Uoned by diredl tradition, that on its 
extreme point vyas anciently erected a fimilar 
Pharos, or, at leaft, a beacon, to ferve as a 
guide to the Phoenician and Spanilh mariners 
exploring the dangerous coaft o f Britain. Add 
to this, that the Latin name o f Cape Finifterrc 
itfelf, or Promontorium Celticum, ferves de- 
cilively to mrfrk both the eaftern race who firll 
peopled Spain, and their prdgrefs to this weĈ  
tern region o f it.

W hen the merchants arrived in Britain, they 
feem ,to have reforted to fome public empo
rium, where a mutual commerce for the arti
cles wanted by each nation was commenced} 
but concerning fuch emporium and' the anci
ent method o f preparing and vending the tin. 
We have only the following obfeure paflage in 
t)iodorus Siculus, which, however, feems to 
confirm the conjedure, that a confidefable por-

U  2 tion
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tion o f  ground, lying between the Land’s End 
and the Scylla Ifles, has either funk or been 
fubmerged. T he men of Belerium,” fays that 
vvrite'r, ** manufacture their tin with great in
genuity ; for, though the land is rocky, it has 

foft veins o f  earth running through it, in 
which the tinners find the treafure, and which 
they extract, melt, and purify. Then fhaping 
it, by moulds, into a kind o f  cubical figure,

■ they carry it off to a certain, ifland lying near 
the Britifh fhore, which, they call iCtis; for,, at. 
the recefs o f the tide, the fpace between the 
ifland and the main land being dry, the tin- 
tiers' embrace that opportur^ity o f carrying 
their tin in carfs, as faft as pqflible, over’ to 
the lC lis; for it muft be obferved, that the 
iflands which lie between the Continent and 
Britain have this Angularity, that, when the 

"fideds full^ they are real iflands j but, whep the 
fea retires, they are but fo many peninfulas. 

' f  i'om this ifland the merchants buy the tin o f 
the natives, and export it in to G a u l j and,, 
fidally, through G aul, by a journey o f about 
thirty days, they bring it down *on horfes to 
the mouth o f  the Eridanus.” *  By the JCfis

*  Diod. Sic. lib. iv. p. 30K

here
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here mentioned, it is impofiible Diodorus could* 
mean the I6lis, or Ve£lis, o f the ancients, at 
prefetit called the Ifle o f W ightj for, as D r. 
Borlafe properly obferves, he is fpeaking o f 
the weftern exitremity o f  Cornwall, from*which. 
that ifland is diftant near two hundred miles.* 
His own conjedture is both rational and juft, 
when he adds, by IiSlis that hiftorian muft 
have meant Tome place near the coaft o f Corn-, 
wall, and Iftis muft either have been a general 
name for any peninfula on a creek, is: being a 
common Com ifti word denoting a cove,? creek, 
or p a rt'o f traffic, or elfe it muft have been 
ufed to fignify fome particular peninfula o r 
emporium on the fame coaft, which has now 
loft its ijihmus, name, and perhaps whojly dif-. 
appeared, b y  means o f fome-gteat alteration 
on the fea-ftiore o f this country.•f-

This account o f  Diodorus, though not very 
elucidatory in refpeff to the commercial tranf-. 
adions of the Phoenicians in Britain, appears to 
m6 to open a hew view o f tlie fubjefl:, and makes 
Us acquaiiited with another channel by which 
the tin o f Britain was conveyed into the M e-

• Natural Hiftory of Cornwall, p. 177 

•j- Ibid.

y  3 diterranean \
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diterranean; for, by the mouths o f  the E n - 
danus, which is probably the miftake o f fome 
tranfcriber, fince the fenfe o f the context 
proves the Rhone to be the river intended, 
by that expreflion muft be meant fome city or 
emporium, fituated in that latitude, not far 
from that point o f  the cqaft at which the 
Rhone difcharges itfelf into the Mediterra
nean i either Narbonne, the capital o f that di- 
vifion o f G aul, called by the Romans Narbo- 
nenfis, or the ancient but more remote com
mercial city o f  MelTalia, now Marfeilles, 
whence it  might eafily be forwarded, in Tytian  
or Gaulic veffels, to the Phoenician.territories. 
It  is evident, therefore, that the Gallic mer
chants, at fome period or other, largely parti
cipated in this lucrative trade, though I am in-,

dined to think this account o f Diodorus more 

applicable to the courfe o f  that commerce in 
his own, which was the Auguftan, age,, than 
the early times to which we allude, efpecially 
fince Herodotus, who flouriflied 450 years 
before Chrift, frankly confeffes his igno
rance o f  the exa6l fituation o f the Caffiterides, 
•‘ whence,”  fays that writer, •* comes all oiir 
tin .”  In  truth, the profound policy, o f the 
Phoenicians induced them to obfervc an invio

lable
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lable fecrecy in regard to the iflands, the grand 
fource o f their wealth in the article o f tin, left 
other nations fliould become their rivals in 
this trade, and rend from them a portion o f  
the enormous gains refulting from their mo
nopoly of it. In proof o f their jealous .cau

tion on this point, may be adduced the follow
ing relation given by Strabo: T h e mafter of 
a Phoenician veflel, employed in this trade, 
thinking himfelf dofely purfued by one o f 
Rome, chofe to run upon a £hoal, and fuffer 
Ihipwreck, rather than difcover the prohibited 
tra d , or difclofe the leaft opening, by which 
another nation might be introduced to the 
knowledge o f the Caffiteridesj and, /or the 
wife and inti'epid fpirit o f  patriotifm, difplay- 
ed by this condud, he is faid, on his return 
to Tyre, to have been loaded with wealth and 
honours by the magiftrates o f  that city.* 

Having now confidered the tw o channels, 
by which, in thofe ancient times, this metal 
was exported to Afia, viz. in the Phoenician 
velTels, by the way of'the Straits o f Gades, di- 
re d  to Tyre, and through Gaul, on horfes to 
Narbonne or Marfeilles, on the Mediterra-

Strabonis Geograph, lib. iii. p. 109.

u ,4 n«t\,
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nean, where the merchants o f that nation) re  ̂
forting in perfon, or through the medium o f 
their Gallic agents, might .have eftabliflied a 
mart for the public fale o f  this comnjodityj it 
remains for inquiry, whether there did not anr 
ciently exift another route for the tranfporta-. 

-tion to India o f  this and other European com
modities lefs tedious and hazardous th.au that 
by the way o f the Arabian Gulph. In purfuing 
this inquiry, we meet with a ftriking and won
derful proof o f the beneficial effect which an ex- 
tenfive and flourifiiing commerce has not only 
upon the nations o f  the earth themfelves, but 
alfo on the very regions which they inhabit; 
for, in the bofom o f the barren and moun
tainous defert o f Syria,- the active .fpirit o f 
that commerce .-gave being to a city, which,
in beauty and magnificence, once vied with 

the proudeft capitals o f  the Oriental world j a 
city, whofe celebrity and grandeur we learn, 
net only from the doubtful page o f  the hiftq- 

.rian and geographer o f  antiquity, but from 
the accurate modern details o f our own coun
trymen, whofe ,curiofity has explored, and 
whojfe pencils have delin^ted, the ftupendous 
ruins, T h at city is,Palm yra, or Tadm or in 
the wildernefs, founded, as is conje^lured, by

Solomon,
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Solomon, but. certainly by fome wife and po
litic prince, to be the grand magazine o f  the 
treafures equally flowing into this emporium 
from the eaftern and the weftern world. 
T h e abundant palms which grow in this fe- 
eluded fpot, the plenty and purity o f the wa-r 
ter, that, guflaing from numerous fprings in 
the neighbourhood, clothed with verdure and 
fertility a region encircled with frightful rocks 
and fcorching fands, had long made this feite 
the favourite ftation o f the caravans, which 
jmmemorially traverfed the defert o f  Syria, 
and fupported by this route the conne6ring 
line o f traffic carried on by land between 
the extremities o f  Afia. The induftrious hand 
o f commerce, n o t  impededy by imperial 
pDwery led the pure waters burfting from thofe 
fprings into vafl refcrvoirs fcooped from the 
marble quarry j built extenfive granaries y rear-r 
ed the hofpitable ' caravanfera j fortified, and 
rendered impregnable, the barren rock j and 
while, ill gratitude to God, it fwelled the lofty 
temple to his honour, it repaid regal benefi
cence, by inflirining itj in a fuperb palace, 
elevated on columns o f porphyry, and interr 
pally decorated with a profufion o f  all thofe 
rich commodities, the gold, the filver, the

filks,'

    
 



f 314 ]

filks, and the porcelain, which were the objecl 
o f  its powerful prote6tioii.

T o  this fplendid mart, this phoenix among 
Eaftern cities, from all the adjacent coafts o f  
th e Mediterranean, the produflions o f Spain 
and o f Britain were tranfpdrted, on the backs 
o f camels, through the furrounding deferts, 
and from Palmyra to the banks o f the E u 
phrates, little more than fixty' miles diftant. 
Here, the commodities intended for the Indian 
market were put on board velTels provided for 
the purpofej and, by a lefs hazardous and cir- 
cuitious navigation, conveyed down that 
noble river to the Perfian Gulph and the 
mouths o f the Indus. By the fame channel 
were the gems, the fpices, the perfumes, and 
the fine linen of India, together with the filks 

and porcelain o f  China, brought back , into 

the heart o f Aflyria. One part o f  this im - 

ihenfe imported wealth was abforbed in the 
vortex o f  the two great capitals o f  the • A fly- 
riah and Perfian empires j another part was, 
by inland caravans, pervading Afia in every 
dire6lk>n, diftributed among its more weftern 
provinces j and the reniainder found', its way, 
by the defert o f Syria, to the iflands o f the 
jMe^iterranean and the'continent o f  Europe.

A t
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A t length the great and opulent d ty '^ > d’^r5  ̂

verged towards its decline j and the adventurous 
band o f merchant-kings, her fons, who, though 
confined themfelves within fo contracted and 
flerile a portion o f the globe, had contrived to 
eftablifli colonies in the moft fertile regions o f 
the earth, while tjieir innumerable fleets co
vered the ocean; this race, equally brave and 
induftrious, after repeated and vigorous ftrug- 
gles to prefcrve their freedom and their com
merce, which, being elTentially connected, ge
nerally flourilh and fall together, were com
pelled to bow the neck firft beneath the yoke 
o f  the haughty AlTyrian monarch, Nebuchad
nezzar, who, in reducing them, exhaulted the 
ffrength o f  Babylon, and afterwards o f the 
viCtoiioi.is chief o f Macedon. T h e latter o f 
thefe invaders, irritated by the fpirited op- 
ppfttion which he met with, and the accu- 
inulated difafters experienced by bis army 
during a feven months fiege, and at the lame 
time ardently delirous o f  turning the whole 
current o f the Phoenician commerce into a 
Grecian channel, infliCled a more fanguinary 
vengeance on this brave people than became 
a generous conqueror; for, haying taken the 

by ftorm, he inhumanly maflacred ten

thoufand

    
 



[ ]

thoufand Tyrians in cold blood, and, after 
burning that noble metropolis to the ground, 
fent the reft of the wretched inhabitants, 
about thirty thouland in number, into fla- 
very a fate, as unmerited on their part, 

as it was difgraceful in him to infli6t it. In 
their defcendants, the Carthaginians, however, 
the flame o f liberty broke forth with undi- 
miniflied ardour j and among them the fpirit 
o f  enterprize not only foared with as bold 
a wing, but accomplifhed deeds as worthy 
to be admired and recorded. T o  that nation 
ou j attention muft now be neceflarily di- 
'reded in- this retrofped on the revolutions 
o f  ancient commerce, and the viciflitudes of 
Eaftern empire.

■ Carthage, the eldeft born o f Tyre, as Tyre 

ilfelf was o f Sidon, is afferted by Bochart-f- to 
have been originally called Carthada, and tq 
have derived its name from Charta, an Orien
tal word.fignifying, by way o f  eminence, t h e  

C I T Y .  . T h e exad  ^ra o f its foundation is fo 
remote in time as to have baffled all the re- 
fearches of the antiquary, and its early hiftory

* Arrian, Jib. ii. p. 49.

f  Bochsrti Canaan, de Col. Phosn. lij).!. cap. 2-}.
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IS too muth blended with fable to merit pai t̂t* 
cular notice. In digging for the foundation 
o f the city, the Phoenician fettlers found the 
head o f a horfe, which was confidered as an 
aufplcious om en; and from that event the 
animal in queftlon became the prevailing fyra- 
bol on their coins, as well as ferved to mark 
the warlike genius of, the nation. Some o f 
the numerous coins, ftamped with that fyra- 
bol, anciently found in Britain, may, there
fore, poflibly have been left here by th^ Car
thaginian merchants, who, devoted to the n^a- 
ritime purfuits o f  their anceftors, a n d , per
mitted to partake o f their commerce, are known 
early to have vifited the Phoenician fettlements 

in Europe. Carthage, lituated upon an ex- 
tenfive peninfula o f  the African continent, 
and in about thirty-lix degrees o f  northern 
latitude, Was well calculated to be, what i t  was 
firft intended for, the emporium o f the vafl: 
commerce carried on with the internal pro
vinces o f  Africa for gold, both Ln folid malTes 
and in dull, for ivory, ^Ethiopian gems, and 
many other coftly articles o f traffic,; in which 
that continent abounded. But gradually ex
tending its views and its dominions, that city, 
in time, united to the African trade that o f

Afia
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Afia and Europe, and not lefs in the magni
tude o f  its marine, as Well thpfe veflels in
tended for military as thofe appointed for 
commercial fervice, than in the fplendor o f 
its achievements by land, far furpalTed the 
renown o f its parent. In fa6l, its views o f 
commerce were only bounded by the limits o f 
the world, while its dominions, in Africa 
alone, at the breaking out o f  the third Punic 
war, according to Strabo,* extended over three 
hundred cities, ftretching’ eaftward to Cyre- 
naica, and weftward quite to the Pillars o f 
Hercules, This great extent o f territory gave 
them a-decided advantage over their Phoenician 
progenitors, fmce their own ample domains 
afforded then! moft o f the produftions which 
they fent in exchange for the commodities o f  

other countries. Thefe were principally grain,
in.w hich Africa was always rich, and fruits o f

/

various kinds; honey, palm-wine, olive-oil, 
andf the valuable fkins o f  the favages that 
roam the deferts o f  A fr ic : add to thefe, that 
particular fpecies o f commodity which might 
be called the ftaple'manufadlure both o f T yre  
and Carthage, confining o f cables,, anchors.

Strabonis Geograph, lib. xvil. P- 793«
and
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and all forts o f  navafftores, together w ith the 
colour called Ooivotov, or Punicy peculiar to 
themfelves and the country from which they 
migrated.

Although it is impoffible, as was before ob- 
ferved, to fix .the precife aera in which Car
thage was founded, by a band o f emigrated 
Phoenicians, with Dido, the injured fifter o f  
Pygmalion, one o f  the moft celebrated mo- 
narchs o f Tyre, at their head, yet we know 
that event m ull have, taken place at a very 
early period o f  the parent-empire, fince Hero
dotus* records a celebrated naval eogagement, 
as having happened between the"C arthagi
nians and the Phocaeans, in the reign o f C y 
rus, about five hundred years before C h rift; 

and farther from the fame writer we learn, 
that, in the time o f  Cambyfes, his fon and fuc- 
celfor, they muft have had a confiderable ma
rine, fince that monarch, in a meditated expe
dition againft Carthage, confidering the whole 
naval power o f Perfia as too weak to contend 
with that o f  the former ftate, folicited the aid 
o f the Phoenicians againft them, which that 
nation generoufly declined, urging in .excufe, ,

Herodoti Hill, lib.i. p. 7; .̂

that
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that they were their defcendants.* Th^Xat** 
thaginians were not ungrateful;' for, o f the 
produce o f their foil, and o f the fpoils taken 
in battle, Polybius informs us, a tenth was, in 
the infancy o f that republic, conftantly tranf- 
initted to the parent-ftate as offerings to be 
'depolited in the fhrine o f the Tyrian Hercules, 
alike the guardian- deity o f either city.-p A no
ther proof o f their early migration arifes from 
the very circumftance, which was the occafiort 
o f  firff introducing them to a knowledge o f 
the coaft beyond the Straits o f Gadcs, 
which, being o f importance in this hiftorical 
detail, Ihall'iiow be fuccinflly related from the 
two authors, who have dwelt more particu
larly on their affair's, Juftin and Diodorus Si
culus.

• T h e  former expreffly affcrts that circum

ftance to be the violent oppofition which the 
Spaniards gave to the Phoenicians, when ere6t- 
ing the city o f  Gades; fo violent, that they 
were compelled to call in the affiftance o f the 
riling colony o f  Carthage, who, fending thither- 
a numerous fleet and army, not only effec-*

♦  Herodotus, lib.iii. p. 191. 

f  Polybii Hift. P-34**
tually

    
 



I 32'l J
tually feconded their operations, but alfo fe- 
cured for thetnfelves a confidefable territory o f  
the rich adjoining province of Bsetica.* A c 
cording to a paffage which occurs in Sir Ifaac 
Newton, who has entered into extenfive chro
nological difcoflions relative to thefe two na
tions, it fhould feem that the temple at Gades 
muft have been erefled long antecedent to 
that c ity ; for the-gift o f Pygmalion, which 
he mentions, m ull have been conferred many 
ages before the Carthaginians could have been 
in a fituation to afford any fuch powerful fuc- 
cours to the Tyrians, as defcribed by Juftin. 
Poffibly a temple facred to the manes o f that 
condudtor, who affumed the name of Hercules, 
and a few buildings on the fhore, for the pur- 

pofe o f  mutual traffic and flielter from the 
weather, might have formed the whole o f  the 
fettlementj but when, in procefs o f  time, thofe 
foreigners began to eredl fpacious buildings, 
and fortify the ifland, the jealoufy, not lefs than 
the avarice, o f the Spaniards, might be awaken
ed, and the aflault as powerful as the motives 
that produced it. T h e paffage alluded ta  in 
Newton is as follow s: “  T h e  Phoenicians,”

VoL.VI.
Jullln, lib. xHv. p. 57^,
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faysiliat writer, after.the death o f Melcartus, 
built a temple to him in the ifland Gades, and 
adorned it with the fculptures o f the labours 
o f  Hercules, and o f his hydra, and the horfes, 
to whom he threw Diomedes, king o f the Bif- 
tones, in Thrace^ to be devoured. In this 
temple was the golden belt of Teucer, and the 
golden olive o f Pygmalion, bearing fmarag- 
dine fru it; and, by thefe confecrated gifts of 
Teucer and Pygmalion, you may know that it 
was built in their days.'^* The account o f 
this fplendid gift o f Pygmalion is in Philoftra- 
tus, and exhibits a curious proof o f the early 
Ikill o f the Phoenicians in working in metals 
and gems. Pygmalion fent to the temple o f 
Hercules, {landing in the ifland o f Gades, a 
rich donative, being the figure of an olive-tree, 
o f  maflive gold, and o f mofl: exquifire and cu
rious workmanfliipi its berries, which were o f 
emerald, bearing a wonderful refemblance to 
the fruit o f that tree.-f*

The Carthaginians, having once penetrated 
into Spain, found it too important an acqui- 
fition to be relinquiflied, and therefore follow-

• Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chronology, p. 37. 

f  Philoflrat. in Vita Apollonii, lib. v. c. i.
ed
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eJ up the viftory they had gained, to the com
plete fubjeftion o f the maritime provinces on 
either fide o f the Straits. In the courfe of no 
very extended period, they erefted, in a part 
o f the province of Tarraconenfis, now Valen- 
tia, on the Mediterranemi coaft, and on a pe- 
ninfula jutting far out into the oceap, like 
that on w hich,old Carthage itfelf flood, a 
mofl noble city, with a fpacious port, long the 
emporium o f their wealth in this quarter, 
which they denominated New Carthage; on 
the ruins o f which Hands the modern town o f 
Carthagena. In addition to thefe valuable: 
conquefls by land, their aflive fleets fcowered 
the ocean in the fame line, and obtained pof- 
■ feffion o f all the adjacent iflands, on which 
they built forts and eftablifhed faflories; parti
cularly o f thole celebrated iflands lying nearly 
oppofite the coafl: o f Valcntia, in the Mediter
ranean-Sea, called, by the ancients, Bakares; 
but, by the moderns, from their comparative 
magnitude, Majorca and Minorca, the greater 
and the lefs. Their continental pofleffions pro
duced jmmenfe quantities o f thof^ precious 
metals. In which their commerce principally 
confifted, as well as fupplied their army with 
brave and able recruits for frefh conquefls: the

X  2 iflands
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iilands yielded abundance o f honey, corn/and 
wine, and afforded convenient harbours for 
the numerous Carthaginian fliips w'hich na
vigated that fea.

T he Carthaginians being o f the fame race, 
manners, and religion, as the Phoenicians, 
there are no particular data by which we can 
afeertain the time o f their firft trading to the 
Britilh coaft for the commodity in fuch great 
requeft among the traders o f the E aftj we 
only know from Feftus Avienus, an author 
cited by Bochart, that Himilco, a Carthagi
nian general, the firft of that name, was fent, 
about the time o f Darius Nothus, by the fe- 
nate of Carthage, to difeover the wefterfli 
Biores and ports o f Europe j that he fucceff- 
fiilly accompliftied that voyage, o f which he 
wrote a journal, which was inferted in the 
Punic annals, and which the faid Feftus Avie
nus had feen j and that, in that journal, the 
Br|unnic iflands are mentioned ..by the name 
o f iEftrymnideSi^ iflands infefted by the 
î Jlrum̂  or gad-fly. A t the fame time that 
Himilco was fent weftward, another general, 
o f the name of Hanno,„''(of which, probably.

Bocharti Chanaan, lib. i. cap-35* 39*
there
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there were feveral, fince we meet with one of 
confiderable note at a much lateV period,) was 
fcnt to explore the fouthem coaft of Africa j 
but he, after making forae important difcove- 
ries, was compelled to return, from the failure 
o f  his provifions. He alfo wrote an account 
o f his voyage, and a tra6t, bearing the name 
o f the Teriplui o f HannOj is yet extant, though 
o f  dubious authority. The circumftance of 
provifions failing him, during this intended 
circumnavigation of Africa, forms, in my opi
nion, a very ftrong obje6tion againft the pofii* 
bility o f  the voyage round the African coaft, 
faid to have beert undertaken and accomplifti- 
ed near 6po years before Chrift, at the com
mand of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, fmee 
the (hips ufed by the Phoenicians were not of 
magnitude fufficient to hold the quantity of 
provifions neceffary for the fupport o f a fliip’s 
crew during a three-ye^rs voyage; for, in that 
period, according to Herodotus, it was accom- 
pliftied.* This queftion, however, fliall be 
more extenfively examined hereafter, when we 
come to confider the palTage to .India by the 
Cape of Good Plope, .

Ilerodot. Hi(l. lib.iv. p. 240.

X 3 The
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The genius o f Carthage being more martial 
than that o f Tyre, whofe object was rather 
commerce than conqueft, it is not improbable 
that the former might, by force o f arms, have 
eftablifhed a fettlement in the Cafliterides, and 
by this means have fccured that monopoly o f 
tin, which the Phoenicians and their colonies 
indubitably enjoyed for feveral centuries; fince, 
according to the united judgment o f the tw o 
ableft writers on the Afiatic Antiquities o f 
Britain, Bochart and Camden, the Greeks 
were not heard o f in Britain much above a 
tentury and a half before the Chriftian sera. 
A t all events, it is rational to fuppofe they 
appointed Phoenician or Spanifli agents to 
fuperintend the working o f the mines, and 
fecure their produce from the intrufion of 
Grangers. In confirmation o f this, a paflage 
in Tacitus may be adduced, in which, de
scribing the Britons as they appeared in his 
time, he affirms, that the Silures  ̂ inhabitants 
o f  South Britain, or probably o f the Scilly 
IJleiy were of a fwarthy complexion, and had 
curled hair, like the Spaniards.^ Norden, alfo, 
in his Antiquities o f Cornwall, mentions it as

• Tacitus in Vita Agncolae, cap.iv.

a tra-
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a tradition iiniverfally received by the Inha
bitants, that their tin-mines were formerly 
wrought by the yews. He adds, that thefe 
old works are there at this day, called A ltai 
Sarafin ; the ancient caft-off works o f the Sara~ 
censy in which their tools are frequently found. 
Miners are not accliftomed to be very accurate 
in diftinguifhing .traders o f foreign nations, 
and thefe Jews and Saracens have probably a 
reference to the old merchants from Spain and 
A frica: and thofe employed by them might 
poffibly have been Jews, efcaped the horrors 
o f captivity and the defolation which, about 
that period, befel their country. While I 
write this, however, I am not ignorant of the 
general application of this tradition to a later 
period in the Britilh hiftory, when the mines 
and their produce were actually farmed out 
by, King John to the Jews, by whom the com
merce o f this country with Spain and the Ball: 
was, at that time, principally carried on. It 
being certain, however, that the Carthaginians 
traded hither, and fo continued to do, for ages, 
after the deftrtiflion o f Tyre, let us quit 
them for a moment,- and attend to the new 
route to India, opened by the bold, but pru
dent, policy of the Ptolemies, the fuccelTors

X  4  of
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o f the great Alexander in the empire o f  
Egypt.

The expedition of Alexander to India, which, 
i f  enabled to proceed,in the Hiftory of H in- 
doftan upon the extenfive fcale in which I 
have engaged in it, it will be my province here
after to relate in more ample detail than it 
has yet been done, was an event, as to its con- 
fequence upon the commerce and nations o f 
Europe, o f far m,ore importance than is gene
rally conceived. W ithout the knowledge o f the 
internal flate of the Panjab, obtained by means 
o f that ihvafion, and, in particular, by the de- 
feent down the Indus; without the incentive 
o f fuch wealth and power, acquired by fo large 
an addition .of territory in the eaftern quarter 
o f  Afia, by the Greeks, a people fxtuated pn 
jts weftern limits, as was the refult o f the 
conquers o f Alexander in Perfia and India, 
the nations, inhabiting the fhores o f the M e
diterranean and the Arabian Gulph, would, in 
all probability, have ftill been the fadlors to 
Europe for the rich produftions o f the Indian 
continent. That wealth, a large portion o f 
which centred in the Ptolemies, enabled them 
to execute the daring piojefts o f their mailer,' 
whofe mind, fired with the hopes o f mono

polizing
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pollzing its wealth; formed the judicious plan 
o f enlarging and deepening the port of Patala, 
at the mouth o f the Indus, with intent to 
make it the emporium of a' future commerce 
with Alexandria j while that power fecured to 
their efforts final fuccefs and lading proteftion. 
The Greeks, at firft reluflant, like the old 

•Egyptians, to engage in didant excurfions by 
fea, or, at lead, advancing by very flow de
grees to improvement in the fcience o f naviga
tion, now began to expand more boldly the 
fail o f commerce, to court the winds, and quit 
the jfhore. Theit; frequent and fevere engage
ments with the fleets o f Carthage and Rome 
failed not to extend their naval fk ill; and the 
treafures which the new theatre of India dif- 
played drew thither in multitudes the Athe
nian veflels. Having conquered their Grecian 
rivals, the Romans eagerly engaged in the 
fame line o f commerce, and the decline o f that 
empire opened the way to India for the Ve
netians and other European ftates, and thus 
fet in motion that aclive and reftlefs fpirit of 
adventure.and refearch, which explored, and 
finally accompliflied, the pafl'age by the Cape.

W hen, in the hope o f monopolizing the 
trade of Tyre, and fecuring as an afylum for

the
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the rifing fleets o f  Greece its two deep and 
fpacious bays ftretching out on each fide o f 
the peninfula, the one looking towards its 
parent Sidon, the other towards the great 
mart, Egypt, and ferving as a fummer and 
winter harbour for its vafl: marine, the politic 
Alexander demoliflied that ancient city, and 
inflicted fo exemplary a vengeance on its in
habitants, it was his intent only to annihilate 
it as a Tyrian^olony; and, before he left the 
coafl, he rebuilt and repeopled it, affuming 
the flattering title o f the founder ^  a new 
‘Tyre. O f the new inhabitants, many were 
Grecian adventurers, and many were collected 
from the maritime provinces in its neighbour
hood, which had viewed its profperity with a 
jealous and malignant eye. Still, however, 
there remained a large portion of the natives, 
who had, during the fiege, tranfported them- 
felves in fhips to Sidon and Carthage, and 
thefe, fhortly after returning, endeavoured to 
revive its ancient fplendour. Though thefe 
efforts were ineffectual in all the extent defired, 
much o f its commerce and its confequence 
was recovered j for, fcarcely twenty years 
afterwards. Tyre was again become fo eon- 
fidefable a city as to refift, for many months,

the
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the befieging army of Antigonus, one o f  the 
generals, among whom the dominions o f Alex
ander were, at his death, partitioned out, en
gaged in war with Ptolemy, in whofe hands it 
then was, and confequently in a ftate of de- 
pendance on the Greek fovereigns of Alex
andria, as it ever after continued. No longer, 
therefore, could either the Tyrians, or their 
defcendants, the Carthaginians, command the 
port o f Rhinocolura for the tranfportation of 
the commodities o f the weftern world to In
dia, becaufe both that port and the paflage o f 
the’ adjoining ifthmus were neceflarily under 
the control o f the monarch who commanded 
Egypt and the weftern diftricls o f the Arabian 
Gulph.

Alarmed, therefore, at the blow aimed at 
their very exiftence by the deftrudlion o f Tyre, 
and at the evident, though not yet declared, 
intention, o f the Macedonian chief to deprive 
them o f their monopoly o f the Indian trade, 
and make it flow in a new channel, the Car
thaginians difpatched to that prince, in I^gypt, 
a man, named Hamilcar, o f great addrefs and 
o f a penetrating genius, to cultivate his good
will, and to obtain every information in his 
power concerning this projefl, and the pofii-

bility
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bility o f carrying it efteftually int6 execution. 
Hamilcar found the king bufied in the vi
gorous profecution o f his great defign j the 
port o f Alexandria already cleanfed, enlarged, 
and defended by a wall, and the city itfelf, 
which was intended to rendei; Carthage a de
fer t, on every fide rifing in beauty and gran
deur. The report o f the great,works carrying 
on at this future metropolis of Egypt filled 
the Carthaginians with difmay; and at the 
fame time fo incenfed them, that, convinced 
as they were o f the entire prafUcability of 
concentrating at Alexandria the whole com
merce o f the eafiern and weftcrn world, in a* 
tranfport of rage, they put to death the inno
cent bearer of this unwelcome intelligence.* 
N o other channel, therefore, for the convey
ance o f articles o f commerce from the wef- 
tern to the eaftern world remained to the Caiv 
thaginians, befides that before pointed out, 
through Tadorore^nd the deferts» to the E u
phrates and the Perfian G ulphj and, from the 
convujfed ftate in which, owing to inceflant 
wars, the Aflyrian and Perfian empires conti
nued for nearly half a century afterwards.

JuftIniHill. lib. xxi. p. 406, edit, variorum.
even
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even that channel miift have been a very pre
carious and hazardous one. Patient, how
ever, and perfevering as the camel that bears 
her commodities over the burning fands, c o m 

m e r c e  undauntedly urges her way through 
oppofing difficulties, climbs the fteep rock, 
ftems the rapid torrent, nor relaxes its laborious 
efforts till it gains the dazzling prize, which 
crowns its labours and rewards its fufferings.
' Although the death o f Alexander prevented 
his own accomplifhment o f the plan which 
he had formed for making Alexandria the em
porium o f the trade o f the world, Ptolemy 
Soter, his friend and fucceffor in the king
dom o f Egypt, feduloufly and inceffantly la 
boured, during a long reign of tlnrty-nine 
years, to complete the magnificent projedt o f his 
mafter. This firfl: and greatefl: o f  that learn
ed and princely line decorated the npble har
bour o f Alexandria with a marble light-houfe, 
fo grand and beautiful as to be once efteemed 
the wonder o f  the world j and he joined to it 
the ifland Pharos, on which it flood, bpr a ftu- 
pendous mole, or caufeway, carried, for three- 
quarters of a mile, through the fea. He alfo 
erefted in-it,.for the encouragement of fcience 
and the accommodation o f the learned, a fu-

perb
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perb ftru6tui:e, which was called the Mufeum, 
or Academy, and a library, not lefs valuable 
for the beauty o f the archite6lure than for the 
rarity and number o f the volumes it contain
ed, which amounted to 400,000, unfortunate
ly burnt about three cerrturies after; as was 
the ftill greater one begun by Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, his fon, at a more recent period, by 
the ferocious mandate o f the barbarian Omar. 
T h e temple o f Serapis, the royal palace, the 
lofty walls flanked with baftions o f durable 
granate, the great canal by which the waters 
o f  the Nile were conveyed to the city, and the 
marble columns that fuftained the vaults, (at 
this day to be feen,) on which the whole city 
was built,' long made Alexandria alike the 
thronged refort of the merchant and the fcho- 
larj and juflly entitled it to the diftinguilhed 
appellations o f Queen o f the Eaft, and the 
Metropolis o f the World*

Ptolemy Soter died at the advanced age o f 
eighty-four, and was fucceeded by a fon not 
lefs ardently defirous to fulfil the intentions of 
his wife father, thau to perfect the extenfive 
plans o f the ambitious Alexander. The per
petual conflicts, by land, in which that father 
was engaged with the other competitors for

the
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the divided empire o f their mafter, during the 
early part o f his reign, had prevented his 
giving all that attention to his marine, though 
that marine was far from contemptible^ which 
appeared neceflary to fupport the pretenfions 
o f a power afpiring to give law on the ocean, 
and make the commerce o f  diftant nations 
fubfervient to its own aggrandizement, Alex
ander had forefeen that this could never be 
effeiSled while Tyre and Carthage were per
mitted to retain fuch a numerous fleet in the 
Mediterranean; and, therefore, after ruining 
the Phoenicians o f Tyre, he had formed de- 
figns for the fpeedy deftruftion o f thofe of 
Carthage alfo. Among his papers were found 
memoranda o f certain grand projects, which, if  
he had lived, it was his intention to have exe
cuted; and, fird: o f thele, as the bafis o f . his 
future fcheme o f greatnefs, was recorded his 
refolution to build a thoufand flout gallies, to 
reduce the Carthaginians and other maritime 
nations, who might be inclined to oppofe the 
progrefs o f his arms in an intended conqueft 
of all the fea-coafts o f Africa and Spain, lying 
on the Mediterranean; along the whole line o f 
which the next memorandum flated his in
tention to carry a broad and regular high

road.
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road, as far as Ceuta and Tangier, for the 
convenience of commerce, and more eafy com
munication between his land and fea forces; 
while a third propofed the ere(5ling o f forts, 
eftablifhing arfenals, and forming havens, 

- docks, and yards, for building and repairing^ 
fliips, at proper diftances, throughout his do
minions. This fcheme, carried into execution, 
muft have annihilated the power o f Carthage j 
and the whole projefl ferves decifively to mark 
the judicious policy and comprehenfive gralp 
o f  the mind that formed it.

T o  fill up thefe grand outlines, as far as lay 
in his power, and with a view to make the 
,trade o f Europe and Afia centre in the new 
capital o f  Alexandria, early in his reign, 
Philadelphus undertook to cut a new canal 
one hundred cubits in breadth, and thirty in 
depth, between Arfinoe, fituated on the moft 
,^«hern extremity o f the Red-Sea, near the 
fite o f the modern Suez, and the Pelufian 
branch o f the Nile, A  fimilar intention o f 
uniting the Red-Sea and the Nile formed a 
part o f the ambitious projedts for aggrandizing 
and enriching his nation of a far more ancient 
fovereign o f Egypt, Pharaoh Necho, in which, 
however, he was violently oppofed by the

whole
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whole order o f the priefthood. For thofe fages 
were not only induced, by their theology, to 
dread the defilement o f their facred river by 
the waters of the Erythraean Ocean, but, from 
their geographical knowledge, were filled with 
alarm, left the whole country o f Egypt, to
wards the Mediterranean, ftiould be over- 
whelmed and turned into a ftagnant lake, by 
the irruption o f  the former fea, which they 
conceived to .roll on a more elevated bed. 
Necho, however, perfeyered in fpite o f all 
their remonftances, till feven years ineffedtual 
toil, and the lofs o f 100,000 men, in that at
tempt, proved the impradlieability o f it. It 
remained in this unfiniflied ftate till the reign 
p f Darius, of the Perfian dynafty o f Egyptian 
kings, who ordered it to be completed, but 
did not live to accompllfh it; a talk left for 
the fupei’ior vigour and Induftry o f Philadel- 
phus', Notwithftanding it is faid, by Strabo,* 
to have been fufficiently broad for two vefTels, 
o f three ranks of oars, to fail a-breaft on i t } to 
have had a commodious lock for keeping up 
the water to a proper height j and the length 
o f  it to be only an eafy navigation of four

♦  Vide Strabo, lib.xvii, p. 753.
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days; for fome reafon or other the canal came 
into difufe, and this vaft labour and expenfe 
o f cutting through the ifthmus o f Suez were 
thrown away, fince, in the time of Cleopatra, 
who, on the point o f lofing life and empire, 
would have gladly fled by this cut into the 
Arabian Gulph, it was found to bei;|tter]y im- 
paflable even by light galleys. The labour o f 
fo many fovereigns to complete this vafl; un
dertaking, has occafioned the canal itfelf to be 
called by geographers, and defignated in our 
maps, T H E  C A N A L  OF T H E  K I N G S .

Failing in this magnificent projefb, and 
jfiill refolved, i f  poflible, to fix for ever to 
Alexandria the lucrative trade now vlgoroufly 
carrying on between Egypt, the two Arabias, 
and India, Ptolemy Philadelphus immediately 
embarked in two other important and fuc- 
cefsful undertakings; the one was the build
ing o f  a more powerful fleet than Egypt 
had ever yet been miflrefs of, and the other 
the opening a new road o f communication 
from the Nile, dire£lly acrofs the defert to a 
f)art o f the Red Sea, whence fliips might pafs, 
hy  ̂a fafe and fliort navigation, to tlie mouth 
o f  the Ghlph, For the numerous rocks and 
ftlQal§ that abound in the'upper, or northern,

part
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part o f tliat dangerous fca, added to the tem
ped: uous and variable winds that agitate its 
furface, have, from the earliefl: periods, filled 
the bofom o f the mariner with terror and 
alarms: as he dcfcended down the Gulph, 
danger and death feemed to encompafs him on 
every fidej it contained no friendly port to 
flielter him from the ftorm, nor was a pilot 
within call to whom he might with fafsty 
truft the dircflion o f his bark T o n  one hand 
he faw the perfidious Amb, and on the'other 
the favage iE thiop; the former impatient for 
his treafures j the latter athirft for his blood.

W ith the multiplied dangers o f this navn. 
gation, the nautical Ikill, the long expaience;^ 
and the daring intrepidity, that marked all the 
maritime enterprizes o f the Phoenicians, were 
alone equal to contend, and it was in con/e- 
quence of this that they were fo long in poA 
feflion o f the advantageous traffic carried ~oir 
by this route to the coafts o f the Happy Ara- 
Via and India, exdufively o f all other nations 
o f the weft. T o  remove this obftacle to an 
open commerce between Europe and Afia, as 
Well as to fecure a deep, fafe, and commodi
ous, port, fo greatly wanted on its weftern 
Ihore, were objects that long occupied thS

Y 2 thoughts
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thoughts o f this able prince, and it was the 
refult of the moft deliberate caution, as well 
as the profoundeft policy, that he at length re- 
'folved on opening this new road of communi
cation, not in a part o f Egypt where the 
paffage between the Red Sea and the Nile was 
jfhorteft, for, in fome places,  ̂ the breadth 
fcarcely exceed^ one hundred miles, which, in 
particular, is about the dillance between the 
modern towni' o f Kene, on. the Nile, and the 
port o f Coffier, the prefent route o f the cara
vans, but where a fafe, though circuitous, 
journey, by land, fuperfeded the neceflity o f a 
perilous navigation on a flormy fea. By con- 
fulting k map of Egypt, the reader will ob- 
ferve, that the Nile, after leaving the cataracts, 
bends its" courfe towards* Lybia, in the fame 
direction with the mountains j* but, repelled 
by that eternal barrier, it foon after takes an 

•eallerly courfe, and approaches towards the 
Arabian Gulph. Near its banks in this quar-  ̂
ter, on an eminence, Hood the ancient city o f  
Poptos, diftant from Alexandria thi*ee hqn- 
dred and three miles j and on this city, which 
though not lituated immediately upon the 
ihore of that river, communicated with.it .by 
a.canal p f fuch t^onfiderable breadth and depth,

as,
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as to bear veflels o f the largeft burthen 
ufe, Ptolemy fixed as a central inland empo
rium between the laft-named city and another 
which he built on the coaft of the Red Sea, 
nearly under the tropic, and named after his 
mother, Berenice. This city was erefted on 
the fide o f  a promontory, which there flioots 
out into the Gulph, and in a'fituation far ad
vanced towards its mouth, fo that neither pe
ril nor delay attended the paffage o f veflels 
bound thither from this port. It was con- 
nefled with a fpacious haven, protefted by. 
that promontory, where a numerous fleet 
might fafely' ride at anchor, and its founder 
fpared neither labour nor treafure to make it 
the grand emporium of all the trade carried 
on, on that fide o f his dominion, with India, 
Perfia, and Arabia? a trade fo long enjoyed, 
and produ6*tive o f fuch unbounded wealth to 
the adventurous race o f Tyre' and Carthage. 
Its capacious port, its noble caravanferas for 
the accommodation o f foreigners o f every na- ’ 
tibn, the fpacious ftcuftures intended as ma
gazines of the richeft manufa61:ures o f the Eaft,. 
the immunities which the merchant enjoyed, 
and the powerful arm that protected his pro- 
perty> led to Berenice traders from the xe-

Y  3 moteft
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liiotef?: parts o f tlie fouthern and Afiatig con
tinents. T he Sabsean Arabians brought thi
ther fpices, frankincenfe, and the richeft drugs; 
the fwarthy ^Ethiopian, gold, ebony, and ivo
ry j the luxurious Perfian, filks, brocades, and 
carpets; the hardy Tartar l)rought down the 
Indus from his native mountains Thibetian 
m ulk, Siberian rhubarb, and the choiceft er
mines; and the delicate Indian, cotton, aro
matics, and gems. Its crowded exchange ex
hibited, in one vaft aflemblage, all the various 
nations; and its glittering bazar, in one grand 
difplay, all the tafte, genius, iand fplendor, o f 
the Oriental world. >

A  confiderable portion o f that fpecies o f 
commerce, which was peculiar to the tropical 
regions o f  Alia, commenced and terminated 
here, and the merchants, paying the moderate 
duties o f the port, retired, with the articles for 
which they had bartered their country wares, 
to their refpedive homes. Thofe, who came 
for European commodities, waited -the arrival 
o f  the caravans from Coptos, which city was 
diftant from Berenice, accprding to Pliny, two 
hundred and fifty-eight miles acrofs the defert 
o f Thebais. A s this writer and Strabo have 
^iven us fo particular an account of the modq

and
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and the cxa6l route by which this new com
merce was carried on, I have little more to do 
in this part than to piefent the reader with a 
corre6l tranflation o f thofe writers, writers 
well known indeed, and often copied, but 
without the addition o f whofe valuable rela
tions this Differtation W'ould not be com
plete. ,

Strabo, who flourilhed jn the reign o f T i
berius, when this commerce was in its vigour,

’ fpeaking o f Coptos, fays, This city is inha
bited partly by Egyptians and partly by Ara
bians. Ptolemy Philadelphus was the firft 
Egyptian prince who, with his army, made a 
road between this city and Berenice, acrofs 
the great defert without water, throughout the 
whole courfe o f which he ere6ted, proper 
intervals, caravanieras, with every neceflary 
accommodation, as well for travellers on foot 
as on camels. The danger attending the na
vigation o f the northern extremities o f the 
Red Sea was the occafion o f this arduous un
dertaking, the benefits refulting from which 

. to commerce fully demonftrate the utility o f  
the projeft. The produdtions o f Arabia, In
dia, and iEthiopia, were, foon after its com
pletion,- tranfportcd, by the way o f  the Arabian 
' Y  4 Gulph,

    
 



t 344 ]
Gulph, to Coptos, and this city ftill remains 
the emporiuin o f the merchants o f the Eaft.- 
They no longer unlade their veffels at Berenice, 
where the road is grown Hiallow and unfafe, 
but at the port o f Mias Hormus, which is 
not very remote, and where a fleet o f obferva- 
tion is conftantly kept. It was formerly the 
^uftom to travel this diftridl on camels by 
night, (on account o f the fcofching heat, from 
its lying fo near the line,) at which time, 
(that is, previoufly, I prefume, to the opening 
this new commodious road by ptolemy,) tra
vellers directed their courfe over the defert, 
like mariners, by obferving th6 flats j 'they 
were alfo compelled to take with them provi- 
l^on and water fufficient for fix or feven days 
journey; at prefent they are Supplied w ith  

water from deep ’ wells and ciflerns, ;excavated 
for the purpofe. There are mines o f emeralds 
and other precious flones difperfed in the 
iflhmus which they traverfe, fof which the 
Arabians induflrioufly fearch.”*

In the above account o f Strabo, there are 
two- or three miftakes which eXcite our fur- 
‘^rifein a writer o f his ufual corredlnefs, and

tSeograph.-lib.xvp. ‘p-4-7*. leyit.’ Ste^h.
with
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with his opportunities of deriving, from au-» 
thentic fources, a knowledge all the cir- 
cumftances refpefling this trade then entirely 
in the hands.of the Romans. For, in the 
firft place, Mias Hormus, or the Fort o f the 
Moufê  in all the anqient maps of the Arabian 
Gulph which I have feen, is placed fifty 
leagues farther north, than Berenice, and very 
near the fcite o f the modern port o f C o s s i e r , 

an Arabic word, fignifyingy^tf//, and therefore 
well adapted to defignate that port, but either 
denominatiori" extremely ill calculated to give 
us an idea o f the grand and fpacious harbour 
neceflarily attached to one of the nobleft era- 
poria o f the E aftj poflibly, however, there 
might be two ports o f that narne. In the fe- 
cond place^ithe deep wells and cifterns, al
luded to by Strabo in this route, were not ne» 
ceflaty, fince we know, from other refpeftable 
writers o f antiquity, that the fame- army o f 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, whofe ufeful labours 
formed the road from Coptos through the de- 
fert to Berenice, fcooped alfo clofe by the fide 
o f it, where praflicable, and never at a remote 
diftance from it, a canal in which the waters 
o f  the Nile, conveyed through the whole ex
tent o f that journey, afforded t̂o the ardent

thirff
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fhifft o f a x'aravan, fainting under the fiery 
beam of a vertical fun, the luxury o f its re- 
frefhing waters; a canal which poflefTed the 
farther advantage, that on the banks o f  it, at 
proper diftances, were erecled villages and 
convenient inns for the accommodation o f the 
merchants' who pafled by that route to and' 
from India. In the third place, Strabo ftates 
the time o f performing this journey to be 
feven days, whereas, according to the mofl: ex
peditious rate, after which the loaded camel 
moves, that is, about twenty miles a day, or 
rather night, in thefe tropical regions in which 
journies are invariably fufpended when the fun 
is advanced in the horizon, a traft, extending 
tvvo hundred and fixty miles, could not be tra
velled over in lefs than twelve days. T o  folve 
the firfi: difficulty, we muft fuppofe that the 
original road made by Ptolemy having ceafed, 
in the time o f  Strabo, to be the great road o f  
communication between Coptos and the Ara
bian Gulph, from the caravans preferring the 
fliorter route from Coptos to Coffier, in this , 
circumflance the miftake, in all prpbability, 
originated ; o f the fecond, it is difficult to find 
any folution, unlefs the canal afferted to have 
been dug by the fide o f this new road be mif-

taken
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taken for that cut by Philadelphus, between 
Suez and Cairo c- the third raiftake is reftified 
by Pliny, who ftates the journey to be adlually 
performed in the fpace of twelve days. -̂

This laft writer is indeed fo extremely mi
nute in defcribing the route by which the 
trade from Rome was carried on through 
Egypt to India, that, in a work o f this kind, 
it would be unpardonable to omit the recapi
tulation o f that narrative. After declaring 
that the Romans in his time annually fent a 
European fleet to India, containing commodi
ties and bullion to the amount o f fifty mil
lions o f fefterces, (fomewhat more than four 
hundred thoufand pounds o f our money,) and 

that the profits on the articles thus exported, 
after all the vaft expenfes o f fo long a voyage 
Were defrayed, returned thofe merchant-adven
turers, in the Roman market, a profit o f  cent 
per cent, he gives the following detail;

The cargo o f this annual fleet, originally 
inftituted by Auguflus, the conqueror of 
Egypt, being arrived at Alexandria, was con
veyed thence to Juliopolis, two miles diftantj 
there it was embarked on the Nile, and carried

• Plinii Nat. Hill. lib.vi. cap.aj.

WP
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up that river to Coptos, diftant three hundred 
and three miles. I f  the Etefian winds blew 
favourably, this voyage was generally perform
ed in twelve day si A t Coptos the Veflels were 
unloaded, and the goods tranfported on the 
backs o f camels, in twelve days, to'Berenice, 
at the diftance of two hundred and'fifty-eight 
miles, where they remained in warehoufes till 
the proper feafon o f the year for continuing the 
voyage, which was about the rifing o f tbe dog- 
ffar, or Midfummer. When the goods were em
barked for the laft time, the veflels fleered di- 
redlly for the Arabian coafl, and in thirty days 
ai*rived at Ocelis, the modern port o f Gella, at 
tb>r rpquth o f  the Arabian GulpH. Sometimes 
the fleet fleered to Cane, called by the mo
derns Cape Fartaque, and belonging tô  Saba, 

the country o f  incenfe; and fometimes to 
Merza, another port o f Arabia Felix, but 
principally frequented by the merchants o f the 
country with whom they trafficked for A ra
bian frankincenfe, drugs, apd fpices, and gave 
them in exchange arms, knives, and toys,' o f 
various kinds. Thence they purfue their voy
age, and in forty days reach Mufiris, the firft 
mart o f  confequence in India. T h e port o f 
Mufiris, however, the modern Meerzaw, is de-

feribed,
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fcribed,- by Pliny, as inaccefllble to fhips o f 
any confiderable burthen, and the neighboiir- 
hood of it as greatly infefted by pirates. O f  
Barace, or Barcelore, he fpeaks in terms o f  
more praife j and fpecifies a great inland town, 
o f  the name o f Madufa, to which modern, 
geographers have found none in modern India 
immediately correfpondent; tliougb in his Co- 
tona, or the region fo abundant in the produc
tion o f pepper, we immediately recognize Co- 
Itonara on that coaft, a diftriff ftill celebrated 
for the fame commodity. This little digrellion 
o f  our author is cl'ofed with an account o f the 
time of the return o f the Roman fleet from"t r
India, which, he informs us; was either in the 

beginning o f the month o f December, anfwer- 
ing to the month Thibi o f the Egyptians; or, 
at fartheft. before the flxth.day o f the Egyptian 
month Mechiris, that is, before the ides o f  
January i  and then, purfuing the fame route 
back again, they reach Alexandria in three 
months, and arrive in Italy about the end o f a 
complete year from their firft fetting out. 
The fevcral places that lay in the route front 
Alexandria to India, and their diftances fron;t 
each othcr  ̂ when the journey was performed'

' ' M
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b y land, may be fummarily and ufefally exhi
bited in the following table:

M iU s.

Prom Alexandria to Juliopolis , . . , z
From Juliopolis to C o p t o s ....................303
From Coptos to Berenice, over the deferts 258 
The voyage from Berenice to Ocelis required 
From Ocelis to Mufiris

D a y f.

JZ
i z

30
40

Length of the journey acrofs Egypt 563 Mi/es.

Time of the whole voyage to India . . 94 Day/.

In addition to this correif ftatement, Pliny 
fubjoins, that, on their firft failing from India, 
they have the benefit o f the north-eaft wind, 
V ulturnusj and that, when they enter the 
Arabian Gulph, a fouth or fouth-weft wind 
carries them on to Berenice. W e may rea- 
fonably infer from this account, that the ma
riners, navigating the Erythraean and Indian 
oceans, mull have had fome knowledge of the 
trade-winds, before Hlppalus, o f whom I fhall 
fpeak pfefently, ventured to quit the tardy and 
timid navigation by the coaft of Arabia and 
Perfia, and boldly launching on the wide ocean, 
found a new and rapid path to India by the 
aid o f the .wind, on which grateful pofterity 
afterwards conferred his name.*

• Plinii Nat. Hift. lib, vi. cap. 23, ubi fupra.

To
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T o  fecure this new commerce from the dc-* 

predations o f the Arablaa pirates, that, in all 
ages  ̂ in felled the coaft o f the Red Sea, Phila-» 
clelphus conftantly kept a large fleet fta,tione4 
in that part o f the Gulph which was neareft 
to Berenice j while, in the Mediterranean, a. 
fleet o f ftill fuperior magnitude was ever ready 
to proteft from iiffult the port of Alexandriaj 
and the trade o f  the W efl, now beginning to 
centre in that magnificent metropolis. O f the 
number o f veffels employed on the former fta- 
tion, we meet in ancient claflical writers with 
no regular detail; but, o f thofe employed izi 
the MediteiTanean, w'e find a very exadl lift in 
Strabo, and, according to him, it confifted o f 
two fliips of thirty oars on a fide, one of 
tw^enty, four of fourteen, .two o f twelve, four
teen o f eleven, thirty o f nine, thirty-feven o f 
feven, five o f fix, feventcen o f five, and, be- 
fides thefe, o f an incredible number o f  veflels 
with four oars and three oars on a fide. W ith 
thefe fleets he not only maintained and pro.- 
tetfted the Indian trade, through Egypt, but 
alfo kept in fubjetilion, during his whole life, 
moft of the maritime provinces of Afia Minor, 
viz. Cilicia, Pamphilia, Lycia, Caria, and the

Cyclades.
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Cyclades.* It was not only on the Arabian 
Gulph and its neighbourhood, that this politic 
monarch eredled cities and eftablifhed p9rts: 
with a view, pbrhaps, entirely to ruin the re
maining trade of Tyre, he built lower down 
the Mediterranean, on the coaft of Paleftine, 
and in the vicinity of Tyre, a new and fplendid 
city, which he called, after his own name, 
P t o l e m a i s , and adorned it, with a fpacious 
haven, that for feveral centuries continued a 
celebrated emporium, and furniftied Syria and 
all the adjoining region o f Afia with the com
modities o f Europe. Ptolemaic lay on the 
weft fide o f Paleftine j but, to fecure every 
channel by which the produ£lions of the 
w eftem  world might find a paflage to the 
Higher Alia and to India, he likewife eredled, 
on the eaftern‘ verge o f Paleftine, another city, 
long o f  confiderable note in thofe parts, which, 
after his furname, he denominated Phila- 
.delphik. Thus was Ptolemy in complete 
poffeflion o f the two great avenues o f Eaftern 
commerce, that o f the caravans over land, 
carried on through Palmyra, by the permillion

♦  Strabonis Geograph, lib. xvii. p. 805 ; and alfo Athensus,
lib. V. p .  z Q j .
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o f the Seleucidae, to the Euphrates and the 
Perfian Gulph, which was then chiefly made 
vife o f by the Carthaginians, who beheld 
with fecrct anguith. the fuccefs o f the new 
route by Alexandria, and in confequence re
frained from it} and that through the heart o f 
his own dominions, by way o f Coptos and 
Berenice, principally ufed by their rifing rivals 
o f the Grecian flates. Commercial projects o f 
this vaft extent by fea and land demanded 
fleets and armies as proportion ably powerful 
to protefl and mature them } and, in confe- 
quence, we are aflured, by ancient claffical 
writers, that the whole number o f fhips o f w ar 
which formed the navy o f Egypt, in his reign, 
amounted to fifteen hundred, with a thoufand 
tranfport-veffels to attend them'} while the 
army conftantly maintained by that prince 
confifted o f three hundred thoufand foot, 
twenty thoufand horfe, two thoufand armed 
chariots, and three hundred elephants.

O f thefe arduous and magnificent under
takings o f the Ptolemies the reward was both 
fplendid and am ple} and their capital in time 
became, as it were, the treafure-houfe of the 
v/hole world, o f yh ich  I iliall, in a fubfequent 
difeourfe on the immenle quantity o f gold^and 

VoL. V I. Z  filver
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filver poflefled by the ancient monarchs o f 
Afia, efpecially o f India, prefent the reader, 
among others, with two ftriking proofs, re
lated at confiderable detail. The firft o f thefe 
is the aftonifhing difplay o f gold, filver, and 
precious ftones, recorded by Athenaeus to have 
been exhibited at Alexandria, by Ptolemy S o -- 
ter, tv̂ ro years before his death, on the occafion: 
o f  his afTociating with hirafelf in the imperial 
dignity his fbn Philadelphus j and the other is 
4:he vaft accumulated wealth, in coined money 
and bullion, o f  which the latter, at the clofe 
o f  a long and profperous reign, died pofTefTed.' 
For the prefent, to bring to a conclufion theft 
extended ftriftures on the trade maintained 
w ith Britain on the one hand, and India on 
the other, by the Carthaginians, we have only 
to  iubjoin, that, after bravely ftruggling fo r : 
nearly three hundred years to preferve their 
liberty and their commerce againfl the in- 
croachments of the Romans, their empire was , 
entirely fubdued, and at length, in the year, 
before Chrlft 146,* its (lately and beautiful me-; 
tropolis was, by the renowned 5cipio jiEmilia:  ̂
nus, burned to afhes. But before the Romans

Applw ia Piuucis* p. 8̂ %'
co’ul4
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could engrofs to tliemfelves any confiderable 
portion o f the valuable trade carried on 
through Egypt to India, another power, which,- 
under the protecting wing of the Ptolemies, 
Jiad rifen to an uncommon height of mari
time glory, was likewife to be fubdued, and 
this was the republic o f Adiens, whofe fleets 
now fwarmed in the Indian feas, and wafted 
into the ports o f the diftant Euxin'e the rich 
commodities o f the Ganges*

TH? FLOURISHING COMMERCE OP INDIA, IN

^THE REMOTEST PERIODS, PROVED FROM
\

THE INSTITUTES OF MENU.

P r e v i o u s l y , however,' to our taking SL 
fiirvey o f  the'naval concerns o f  the Greeks, 
w ith ' Hindoftan and Britain, we ought to 
confider in i  more particular manner than w e 
already have, the ptogrefs made by the Indians; 
themfdves in navigation, wliom the numbeif 
and magnitude o f their rivers, added to their 
vaft inland c6n\mefce, mufl; have made very 
early expert in that fcieuce. The heft guide, 
We can take with us during this retrofpeCb 
'ipon the ancient commercial tranfaClions o f

Z  2 India,-
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India, as well pn th& continent ,as fea, is 
the book fo often mentioned before, the Infti-

♦  I t

tutes of Menu, the date o f  which, in an intro- 
dudloi7 difcourfe. Sir William Jones has fixed, 
by aftronomical obfervations, to about the 
twelfth century before Chrift, arid in that 
book we find numerous rules laid down, and 
cafes adjudged, that probably refer to many 
centuries preceding even that remote period. 
T h e  two following .^ftanzas o f chapter tlie 
eighth, ON judicature, and the duty of 
KINGS, will demonftrate in hovvr important a 
light the great legiflator o f India considered 
the commerce o f  ̂that ernpire, arid how mi
nute and unwearied ought to be the attention 
paid to it by its fovereign. ^he tranila- 
tion, it lhould.be, remembered^ is, throughout, 
^ridfly and fcrupuloufly yerbal, fo that the 

readei; cannot fajl.of being in pplTeffibn o f ih e ' 
genuine meaning of M enu, apd' it m ay'b e 
added, that never before did any.editor contrive 
to  ̂give to a verbal tranflatlon^ not'only fuch 
perfpicuity,,but,fuch unexam pl^ elegance.
' “  W jth vigilant care .Ihould the king ej êrb 
hicftfelf in compelling merchants an^ mechanics 

to perform tfieir refpeblivq duties ; for, when 
fuch men fwerve from theiy duty, they A row

'the
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the woili) (that is, a great commercial empire)
into confufion.” Inftitutes,’ p. 24.3. -

. “  P a y  by day muft the king, though en,- .
gaged in forenfic bufinefs, confider.the great 
objeft o f public meafures, and inquire into 
the ftate o f liis carnages, elephants,, horfes, 
and cars, his conftant revenues and w ne- 
ceflary expenfes, his mines o f precious metalŝ  
or gemŝ  (a pro'of that the Indian fovereign- 
had fuch mines,) and his treafury.” Ibid,. .

In truth, the Indian fovereigns ,hhd no 
fniall stimulus to attend to their d u tyin  thus 
infpedl^ng commercial concerns j |br their pro
fits are faid, in another place, .to have been ,a 

jwentieth part o f the profit o f every thing fold. 
The toll-g^tes, for the paffage internally o f ca- 

^ravans of merchandize,.feem to have been nn- 
. picrous in thofe early times, and the duty col- 
Icdled with the utmoft ftriftnefs j 'for, .by, the 
400th article of that chapter of the code, it is , 
ehadled, that , • , " .

“  Any buyer or feller, who .fra.uduleittly’ 
pafles .by the toll-office at night, .or, any 
other improper time, or who makes a falfe 
enumeration, o f the articles bought, fliall be 
fined eight times as much as their lvalue^ 

P . 240.
Z  3 “  Let
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** tfet the king eftablifli rules for the foie 
and purchafe o f all'marketable things* having 
duly confidered wTiehce they come’, if im
ported; arid, iF exported, ■ whither "they 

‘ ihuft be fent; how long they have been kept; 
what may be gained by them ; and what has 
been expended on then).”- Ibid.

OnCe in five nights, or; at leaft, every 
fortnight,' according to the nature o f the com
modities, (that 18,“ whether they Will keep or 

'liot,)^ let the king make^a regulation for mar- 
'ket-prices th the prefedc6 o f experiehced men;” 
and thisieems to have been the* ̂ cfneral practice 
p f  Eaftei^fovereigris, for Pliny tells’ ns, that, 
at dcMis; on 'tile coaft; o f  ̂ Arabia; th6 great 
maft ,̂ ‘^hitbef the'Indian' arid Egyptian fleets 
ahnually’failed to barterthe cbmmdditres pê . 

culiar to their country^ for*thef rnyfrh 'and 
frahkinefehfe o f  Ardttta';“ ithe'’ k in g '‘b f that 
countrylalfo fixed the'price o^'all ’th^ articles 
fold at t,hat emporium, whetheP'Imported*or 
e ip o b ed ; arid he riieritiobs, in 'proof of this 
aftertion, that, in confequence of'thd high du
ties fmpored On Cinnamon at that port’, that 
j îr'eclous briirimiDdity'rofe to fvich a high price 
at Ropie, that-a pound o f it fold for one tliCm-

fand
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fand feftercps, or about eight pounds fter-
Jing.* - i ,

“  Let fiW,'vaeigbts zn^ mtofuref be well afcer- 
tained byj h i01,5 and, once in fix months, let 
him re-examine them.” P .2 4 1 .

» Thcfe paflages  ̂ '^ffbrd irrefragable evidence 
o f  the very rigid attention anciently paid to  
the trading concerns of India, and the tra£l 
itfelf, being of fuch high antiquity, mufi prove 
very interefting to the commercial reader, '^he 

,toll-pri<;eSra^^the different.ferries on, the^ În- 
dian rivers  ̂ ar  ̂ then ,A^tcdj .with equally mi* 

jliute precifion, 1 ^
“  The' toll at a ferry is one pana foe ait 

.empty cart 5 a -pana» for a man wit^' a’ 
load i a quarti^r, for a beaft ufed iq  agricul- 
f̂urCj,̂  or. for,a vvqmap 5 and an eighth,'^for an 

lUnloaded naan.” ,,, Ibid* . j ,
“  Waggons,, filled yvith goods packed up, 

.(hall pay tplf in propor;tion to theix^value; 
but ffpr empty yeffels snd bags, and '|brj poor 
men, ill-appai;elled, a yery fma l̂ tolLlball be 
jdemjtnded.” Ibid. , ^
. In the fpllpwing article refpe£ling.^^/ î&/^i'e, 
there, is i^jmoft rcqiarjkable palTage, which

i., . • I .
Flinii Nat. Hift. lib.xli. cap. 19.

Z 4 greatly
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greatly arrefted the attention o f the tranflator, 
fince decidedly'proves that ^200, i f  not 
1500,. years before Chrift, the Indians, not lefs 
than the PhcEnicians, navigated the vaft ocean. 
It is as follow s:

**, For .a long paflage, the freight muft be 
propojtioned to places and timej bnt this nTuft 
be underftood* o f paflages up and down ri
vers t A T  SEA THE RE CAN BE NO* S E T T L E D

Fr e ig h t ,”' Ibid.
»

** Whatever fliall bq broken in 'a ’ boat, by 
the fault’of the‘boatman, Ihall be made good 
by thofe tnen tolledUvely, each paying' his 

/portion.*”  Ibid. » ‘
This, rule, ordained for, fuch as pafs ri-'i 

vers in boats, relatesf to the culpable negle£l of 

boatmeil on the water j| -in th& cafe:-Qf inevi.. 

table accident, there can 'be nb"damages res.- 
■ covered.” f Ibid.-

It is not, however, .bnly tlt^jirtaghtagc nd*r 
ceflary to be paid for carriage ,o f  /goods'by fea 
that is 'thus par.ticuIaidzed,r'for,'in another 
place,, we find a law relatihg'iio^The'interelli 
w fikh  the rtierchant was, by muttfalagrdement, ■ 
bound to pay for the commodity exported. ' » 

Whatever-intereft, ort^sriceebf the rilk,i 
Ihall be fettled between the parties by itieii

W E L L
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WELL ACOTJAINTED W ITH SEA-VOYAGES, ' OF 

joumies by land, with timts and with places, 
fuch int'ereft fhall have legal force,” 216.'

i f  the rcadfer fhould be anxious to know 
what were the articles bartered in this traffic, 
I anfwej- whatfoever k great, flouriffiing, and 
eftabliflied, empire could produce, and many 
which it did not produce; as gold, filver, lead, 
copper, and t i n ;  articles o f commerce which 
they feem to have poflelTed im'memorially, and 
in great abundartce,.'when the reft o f the 
world was but very fcantily fupplied with them* 
As to  precious gems, ■ diamonds, rubies^ and 
pearls, they were the native growth o f their 
own rich c o u n t r y t h e  firft <ame from the 
mines of Soumcl|)ore, on.the Adamas rivers 
the fecond from th o fco f Pegu; the third-from 
the'celebrated fiflieries on the fliores o f thePe- 
pinfula and Ceylone* T h e fame luxuriant- 
and fertilet'foil. ajfo produced to the Indians 
fandal, citmamdn, faffron, and all the other 
rich ’and odoriferous woods that grow.-in* the 
fragrant I forefts' and gardens o f Afia, tliough' 
nothin‘the unbounded plenty in which they 
required them • for various ufes, facrcd and 
eivit’j for the magnfficent tem ple,‘ a n d 'th e  
fplendid palace.

Many
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Many o f tliefe latter, thereforf, were con- 
jftahtly imported from Arabia to .cherifli,the 
never-dying fires that blazed on the altars o f  
their deitiesj for only the molt codly aroma
tics, inflamed by a profuflon o f rich gutps 
And clarified butter,i are there allotted to feed 
the facrificial flame.,j Medicinal drugs,' alfo, 
o f  thejuroft powerful efficacy, and perfumes o f 
the rareft kind,,were: the fpontaneous gift o f 
theii; prolific fpil, Jn caffia, bezpar, benzoin, 
florax, gum-Iaq, they irnmemor;aIIy drover a 
Sourifbjng trade;, and the aloes,, the 
the fpikenard, the civet, and the. camphfre, 
of Jndia, are flill qnfiyalled. \ 'IfThe commerce 
forijthe former was, principally carried .on 
through the J^.or.t^ejcnj.fbobah. o f CahuJ, a 
region ever fampus- fo r . i p , aronjas ,.and the 
rich botanical ftores o f  eyery fpecies which jts 
delicious climate prpduce^, vyhj.cii, in
dependent o f its general jtppitgerce, it ?paip- 
tained an extenfive, provincial/traffic with P,qr- 
fia; the latfer were; in generaj,.the produftions 
o| the warm fouthern proywe^(,and, the Pe- 
jiffifnla, whence tliey were as{ abundantly ex
ported to the W eftf 1 •

If, turning ovqi; the palest 9!̂  ffie fame ,yo- 
ipme, we examine the mechanical arts and

infinite
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infinite manufactures o f this ancient nation, 
we find them engraving on the: hardeft ftoncs, 
end working in the moft difficult metals; 
giving the moft beautiful polifti to the ffia- 
moild, an art fuppofed hot to  be known till 
the 15th ‘ century j inchafing in gold, and 
working in  ivory and ebony, with inimitable 

-elegance. In weaving, fpinning, arid dying; 
in all the mere ingenious devices appertaining 
to the refpeClive occupations o f the joiner, 
the cutler, the mafon, the potter,' and the ja- 
panner; in executing the moft curious cabinet 
and fiiligree work j in drawing birds, fipwefs, 
and fm its, from the book o f nature with cJt- 
•quifite predfion; in painting thofe beautiful 
chintzes annlially brought into Europe, -that 
•^low with fuch 'a rich variety o f  colours, as 
brilliartt as they are lafting j in the •fabrication 
o f thofe ornaihental vafes o f &^ate and chryftal, 
inlaid with'the richeft gems, that cdnftitute fq 
large a portion o f the fplendid merchandize'of 
India with the neighbouring empires o f A fia; 
in 'fliort, in whatever requires an ingenious 
head or a duCHle hand, what people on earth, 
in thofe remote or in thefe modern timeS; has 
ever vied with the Indians ?

What,
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-'What poliflied nation is not, or has not 
been, indebted to the loom of India, and the 
labours o f  the Indian mechanic, for the 
choiccfV rarities of houfehold-furniture, land 
-apparel o f the fined and mod fplendid tex- 

^tare? —  H er rich callicpes, plain or flov/ered, 
• applied to a thoufand domeftic and perfonal 
'nibs both in'Europe and Afia j-H-her gold and 
: lilvef-'brocades and her carpets and ta- 

pdftry ever fuperior to all others, i f  not in ,the 
defign, at lead in n h e .dazzling ludre o/; the 
c<i>loursi are abundant proofs o f rth?fe afTer- 
tions; W ho has not heard o f the lhawls o f 
Cafti'mere, o f the fine veils, fumptupos, yeds, 
■ and'^ahdy falhes.’ made in India, and of the 
‘txqilifite finenels ipfvtheir Ttnuflins, efpeci^jlly 
o f  thofe curious robes^ o f this delicate mqnp- 
fa^lufe, appropriated to the ufe.of tb^fdlt^nas 
•of the court o f f)elhi» while Delhi had a .coiirf; 
•woven with fuch elegance, that the whole

Although the ufe of Eaft-India ’wrought filk  is now prohibited 
for the wife purpofe of encourajging our owp nianufadures in that 
line", yet how great and genbral was the cbnfotn(>tion» ’prftviotw. ta 
that* prohibition, of this cotnoodity, may.b  ̂learnc  ̂fron̂  whttt i« 
recorded in. PoltlcfJiwayte en this article, relative to the, cargo o f 
theTayidock, which brought 9060 pieces of damafK: only, indepen
dent of other forts of wrought filk, each of which being worth at 
market 9 1. or more, the damalk only amounted to near 90,000 /.

drefs
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drcfs might be dravm through a fmall rhig, 
and, when fpread on the grafs.i on accoqnt of 
the minutenefs o f the threads, were fcarcely vj- 
fible to the eye ? To-what European nation h^s 
not the loud thunder, -of the Britifli navy pro- 
rlaimcd the excellence o f the falt-petre o f 
Bengal; and what Afiatic army has not had 
its fury in battle increafed by the infpiriting 
fumes o f its opium, ,not exceeded by the befl; 
produced in Egypt ? 1 H ow would the table o f 
ihxUry have been fpread, not only in our 
fimes, but in thofe o f Greece and Rome, had 
5t not been for the aid which culinary. IkiU Iws 
deceived from' the pepper, .the nutmegs, the 
fcloves, th^ ginger, the macei the cidnampiij-pf 
the tropical regions of India. Add to tins, 
their- rich .fweetmeatsjand _preferyps of,^all 
kinds,-’their I fruits rdried or; green,. :the ?i?apa, 
the mango, add many others, o f fuch exgui^ 
fite’ flavou'r^dhdip<M^ancy,< that the., appetite 
ranges'am odg their endlef^'Variety yvfthput 
danger o f being fatiated or difgufted,
, In refpeft: to the various articles of-which 
their thriving djomeftic commerce prihcipaUy 
cdnfifted, they in a particular manner,mailed 
the native ingenuity and tafte o f a-people, tine 
order .of whom entirely d.e.vpted, f̂ .pm their

Infancy,
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infancy, to mechanical employ and manual 
labour, and thofe articles'were, at once, elegant 
in fabrication and infinite in number. Among 
thefe may be reckoned curious balkets made 
o f  thofe flexible reeds, with which the banks 
o f  their rivers and marftiy grounds abound in 
wonderful variety j various fpecies o f beautiful 
pottery o f  the more elegant kind, and fome 
even feented j an infinite aflbrtment o f coftly 
toys, fabricated of ivory, and what we call 
mother-of-pearl j light fereens richly gilded, 
iind painted with the mofl: vivid colours j fans 
and umbrellas formed o f the beautiful feathers 
o f  the numerous tropical birds that flutter in 
their forefts and fcarol in their groves} mufical 
inftruments adapted to every fpecies o f melody, 
martial or feftive, folemn or plaintive, from 
the dreadful refonance o f the tom-tom to 
the fprightly air o f the vena and tambour: in 
thefe, and a thoufand Other minuter articles, 
which it would be tediohs to enumerate irt 
this placei, the Indians, in periods to which 
European chronology fcarcely afeends, carried 
on, and ftill maintain, an extenfive and vi
gorous traffic.

But left I fhould be thought to have exag
gerated matters in thi$ account o f  the varied

and
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and extenfive trade o f ancient India, I (hall now  
defcend to' fome particular ftatcments and, ex
tracts from the volume, cited before, which 
will fully prove the truth of the preceding 
affertions. 1 fliall, alfo,. for the convenience o f 
the reader, continue to be precifcly accurate iik 
referring to the pages which I cite, and Ihall 
begin with mentioning two or three articles 
on which I lliall have occafion to difeourfe 
more at lar^e hereafter, when difeuffins: cer- 
tain parts o f  the trade o f India with Britain in 
model'll periods. T h e fii'ft o f  thefe is

• S U G A R .

T H A T  the ancient Indians, at this remote 
aefa, were accuftomed not only to extract 
fugar froni the cane, which anciently grew 
and ftill grows in luxuriant abundance in their 
country, and was, probably, thence*, tranf-. 
ported into our Weft-India fcttlementS} bat 
alfo ;knew how to draw from the; melaffes 
an ardent Ipirit, like the liquor which we call 
RUM, is evident from the following paflage 
in  th^e Inftitutes, page 320, where it iS laid. 

Inebriating liquor may be confidered as
o f
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o f  three principal forts j that extradled from 
DREOS OF SUGAR, that cxtradled from bruifed 
rice, and that extra6led from the flowers o f 
the M adhuca: as one, fo are all j they fliall 
not be tailed by the chief o f the twice- 
born;”  that is, the Brahmin, who, accord
ing to the received notion o f prae-exiftence 
in  India, isb fuppofed to be a fecond time born, 
when he enters on his earthly career.

In this paflage we find the exa6t parallel, 
or, perhaps, .the origin, o f that ancient pre
cept o f the Egyptian code, that the prieft 
Ihould refrain from tailing wine and fpirituous 
liquors; and the reafon afterwards affigned 
for this Uriel prohibition, at leall in India, is, 
left, when in  a ftate of intoxication, he lliould 
pronounce fome fecret phrafe o f the myfterious 
Veda. T h e next are

IN D IG O  A N D  D Y E D  C O T T O N S .

T H A T  the merchants o f India, alfo, in that 
early period, drove a traffic in Indigo is cer
tain, fince, in the fame book, when Menu 
is enumerating the fpecies o f commodity in 
which it is lawful for a diftreffed Brahmin to

dealt
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deal, indigo is one. among many others, for- 
bidden himj and indeed from that very paflage 
we may colIe6l many other articles then form
ing a part o f the domeftic and foreign trad^ 
of India.

Am ong the various kinds of merchandize 
alfo there enumerated, but prohibited the 
Brahmin to trade in, i f  diftrefs fliould drive 
him to derive his fuftenance from commerce, 
are different fpecies o f  cloth, made o f wool, or 
o f the bark of trees, dyed o f a red colour̂  and 
thefe are repeatedly fpecified in fo particular a 
manner, that we have the ffrongeft reafbn to 
conclude they had obtained . from the Phoeni
cians fome information concerning the rich dye , 
for which Tyre was celebrated throughout the 
Oriental world, and which, in faff, confiffed 
of a deep dark r e d . T he paflagc in queffion 
particularly Ipicifies

“  A ll woven cloth, d y e d  r e d , cloth made 
of Sana, o f Cftiuma bark, and o f wool, e v e n  

THOUGH NOT DYED RED,*’ as prohibited the 
mercantile Brahmin.

In reality, this is by no means the only evi
dent remain o f the connection anciently fub- 
fifting between the Tyrians and Indians that 
may be difcovered in the hUJory and cora-

y o L . V I, A  a mercc
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Bierce o f the two nations. T he Immemorial 
cuftom eftablifhed in India, o f  women facri- 
ficing themfelves to the manes o f  their de- 
^eafed hufbands, may be difcovered in the 
conduft o f Dido, wife o f Pygmalion, king o f 
T yre, who, rather than devote herfelf to the 
embraces o f a fecond bulband, publicly afeend- 
ed the funeral pile.

Befides the above-mentioned articles, for
bidden the Brahmin, it was unlawful for him 
to deal in “  gems, fait, cattle, human flaves,’ ' 
(that ancient but dilgraceful traffic!) “  medi
cinal drugs,” and, among others, the baneful 
clafles o f poifonous herbs j (for the old Indians 
feem to have been well Ikilled in poifons 5) he 
was forbidden to fell “  iron, honey, wax, per
fumes, SUGAR, NIL! or INDIGO, and lac.”

P, 300.

P R E C IO U S  ST O N E S, P E A R L S , M E T A L S , 

IV O R Y , &c. &c.

T H E  above lift o f  prohibited articles from 
fo authentic a fource is extremely important 
in  an inveftigation concerning the commerce 
o f a country in fuch very remote aeras. But

in
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In another paflage, on the purification' o f  arti
cles ufed at that time in diet and in drefs, we 
are ftill farther introduced to a knowledge o f  
their great advance in arts and manufactures j 
for, as to their fciences, they will become an 
article o f feparate confideration hereafter, 
while the curious enumeration o f their fuper- 
ftitious cuftonis, as to clothing and diet, w ill 
not fail to excite wonder and gratify curiofity. 
W ith  refpeCl to utenfils ufed in diet, it is ob- 
ferved,

“  O f brilliant metals, o f  gems, and o f every 
thing made with ftone, (as pots or vafes,) the 
purification ordained by the wife is with afhes, 
water, and earth.” P. 137.

“  A  golden veflel, not fmeared, is cleanfed 
with water on ly; and every thing produced in 
water, as coral-lhells or pearls, and every 
ftony fubftance, and a filver veflel, not en- 
chafed.” Ibid. •

“  From a junCHon of water and fire arofe 
gold and filver; and they two, therefore, are 
beft purified by the elements whence they 
fprang.” Ibid.

. “  VefTels of copper, iron, brafs, P E W T E ^ ,.
’TIN , and L E A D , may be fitly cleanfed with 
^fhes, with acids, or with water.” Ibid.

A  a 2 The
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The purification ordained for all forts o f  
liquids, is by ftirring them with cufa-grafsj for 
clothes folded,'by fprinkling them with hal
lowed water; for wooden uterifils, by planing 
them.” Ibid.

“  For the facrificial pots to hold clarified 
butter and juice o f the moon-plant, by rub
bing them with the hand, and .wafhing them, 
at the time o f facrifice.” P. 138.

Leathern utenfils, and fuch as are rnadeL 
w ith cane, muft neceflarily be purified in the 
fame manner with clothes; green vegetables, 
roots, and fruit, in the fame manner with 
grain.”  Ibid.

** Silk and woollen fluff, with faline earths; 
blankets from Nepaul, with pounded ari/Jitaŝ  
or nimba-im\t; vefts and long drawers, with

the fruit ^of the bilvaj mantles o f cjhuma  ̂
with white muftard-feeds.” Ibid.

** Utenfils made o f  fhells or o f  horn, o f 
bones or o f ivory, mufl be cleanfed by him 
who knows the law, as mantles o f  cjhuma are 
purified.”  Ibid.

In page 261, we find punifliments ordained 
** *for mixing impure with pure commodities, 
for piercing fine gems, as diamonds or rubies,

and
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and for boring pearls or inferior genis 
properly^

H ow feverely incieed they puniflied fraud in 
traffic, and with what jealous vigilance the 
Indians guarded from bafe alloy that gold 

/which they received in fuch plenty from all 
quarters o f the known world, will be evident 
from the following fevere law, which may be 
given as a ftriking fpecimen o f the unrelent
in g  afpedt of Hindoo juftice.

“  The feller o f bad grain for good, pr o f 
good feed placed at the top o f the bag, to coii- 
teal the bad below, and the deftroyer o f known, 
land-marks, muft fuffer fuch corporal punifli- 
ment as will diijigure them j” as, for inftance, 
depriving them of their eyes or hands. P. 283.

“  But the mojb pernicious o f all deceivers 
is a goldfmith, who commits frauds; the king 
fliall^order him to ,be cut piecemeal m th ra- 
zors." ibid.

The duty a Bice, or merchant, is thus 
fummarily recapitulated towards the clofe o f  
chapter the ninth;

“  o f  gems, pearls, and coral, of iron, o f  
^oven cloth, of perfumes, and o f liquids, let 
him well know the prices both high and 
low.” p. 287.

A  a 3 V Let
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“  Let him be fkilled likewife in the time 

and manner o f  fowing feeds, and in the bad 
or good qualities o f land j let him alfo per
fectly know the correCl modes o f meafuring 
and weighing.”  Ibid,

“  T he excellence or defeCts o f commodities, 
the advantages and difadvantages o f different 
regions, the probable gain or lofs on .vendible 
goods, and the means o f breeding cattle with 
large augmentation.”  Ibid.

Let him know the juft wages o f  fervants, 
the various dialeCts o f men, the beft way o f  
keeping goods, and whatever, elfe belongs to 
purchafe and fale,” P , 288.

A  RETROSPECTIVE VIEW ^TAKEN OF THE 

GRADUAL PROGRESS OF THE INDIAN AND 

OTHER ORIENTAL NATIONS IN SHIP-BUILD

ING, WITH STRICTURES ON THE FORM 

AND EQUIPMENT OF THE ANCIENT VES

SELS,

I  H A V E  already obferved, that the great 
rivers' o f  India, as well as the vaft number o f  
them, interfeCUng the country as they do in

every
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every poflible direftion, and many o f them at 
certain feafons o f the year, like the Nile, 
overflowing their banks, and fertilizing the 
foil, muft very early have had the effect to 
make the Indians acquainted with the art o f ' 
navigation, efpecially as it was on the banks 
o f  thofe rivers, as well on account of fuperfti- 
tious motives as for the convenience of inland 
commerce, that the firfl: Indian cities were 

.ere6led. Their firfl: efforts in this way were, 
doubtlefs, confined to voyages up and down' 
the Ganges and Indus, and their vefTels, pro
bably, confifted o f that kind o f boats, made 
o f  great canes or reeds, or, as we call them, 
bamboos, which grow plentifully on the banks 
o f the large rivers, and in the fens and.marflies
o f India, and with which, clofely compadled 
together, and probably covered, like thofe o f 
the old Britons, with raw hides, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, the Indian monarch, whom 
the Greeks have recorded under the name o f 
Staurobates, formed a fleet, to the pumber o f 
four thoufand, to oppofe the fleet o f Semira- 
mis on the Indus.* In this engagement.

* See Died. Sic. lib. ii. p. 95, and Suldas ad Vocem Semi- 
Tamis,

A a however.

    
 



[  37  ̂ ]

however,.the former was unfuccefsful, and the 
reaifbn.feems to have been, (for I am inclined, 
under certain limitations, to admit the fa6l o f 
fuch a battle haying taken place, though re
ported by the fabulous Ctefias,) that the Afly- 
rian fovereign had engaged her Phoenician 
iubje£ls, who were more expert mariners 
than the Indians, to build that fleet, and 
direct its operations againfl: the unpraclifed 
enemy.

O f the fliips that compofed this fleet, after 
all, no very magnificent idea can be formed,

 ̂ fmce it wa's built in detached pieces on the 
coafts o f  Cyprus, Syria, and Phoenicia, and 
tranfported .thence, on the backs o f  camels, to 
the Indus j and with refpedt to the reed-con- 
ftfudfed boats, coypred with leather, fo often 
mentioned above, as belonging both to the 
old Britons and Indians, with whatever con*- 
tempt we may look upon them, they were 
certainly the only ones made ufe o f by all na
tions, except the adventurous maritime race 
o f  Phoenicia, during the early periods o f the 
world. W e have no account o f any others 
being anciently ufed in the rivers o f Ethiopia, 
Egypt, and the Sabaean Arabia; and it is on 
this account Virgil afligns to Charon, the in

fernal
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fernal ferryrtian, a boat made o f materials- 
o f the fame kin d:

► - ' Gcmult fub pondere cymba 
SoTius.-• —r« ^neid VI. 414,

In truth, thefe boats themfelves were a great 
improvement on the fimple floats, compofed 
o f  rafts bound together with thongs made o f 
the finews o f animals, that formed the firft 
tranlports. They were built hollow to refem<r 
ble the canoes, which, confifting o f the trunks 
o f  trees, excavated by fire, ferved to convey 
the primitive race o f men, as the larger floats 
did their articles o f barter. Hides, doubtlefs, 

hardened and prepared with great care, fei-ved 
as a fliealhing to thefe veflels, and over all 
was probably fpread a coat o f  rofin, or pitch, 
more fiimly to fecure them againfl: the pene
tration o f the water. T h e Greeks, at leafl,  ̂
we know were accuflomed to fortify the out- 
fide o f their veflels with pitch, mixed with 
rofin, which gave them a dark appearance, 
and hence, in Homer, they are uniformly de
nominated f4£Xcumi, or black. The Romans 
in fucceeding ages improved on.this practice, 
and fet the firfl: example to pofterity of flieath-

ing
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ing veflels with metal, though this fa£t Is not 
generally known j but I Ihall prefent it to the 
reader on the authority o f M r. Lock, who, in 
his Hiftory o f Navigation, prefixed to Harris’s 
Voyages, informs us as follows: “  Leo Bap- 
tifti Alberti, in his Book o f Architedlure, 
lib. V . cap. 12, has thefe words: But T ra 
jan’s-fliip  having been weighed out o f  the 
lake o f Riccio, at the very time while I was 
compiling.this work, where it had'lain fulik 
and negledled for above thirteen hundred 
years; I obferved that the pine and cyprefs 
o f  I it had lafted moft remarkably. On the 
outfide, it was built with double planks, daubed 
over w itli Greek pitch, caulked with linen 
rags, and over all a Iheet o f lead faftened on 
with little copper nails. Raphael Vcdaterra- 
nus, in his Geography, fays, this Ihip was 
•weighed up by the order o f  Cardinal Prolpero 
Colonna, Here we have caulking and ftieath- 
ing together above fixteen hundred years ago 5 
for I fuppofe no man can doubt that the 
flieet.of lead nailed over the outfide with cop
per nails was Iheathing, and that in great 
perfeftion, the copper nails being ufed rather 
than iron, which, when once rufted in the

water
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water with the working o f the fliip, foon lofe 
their hold, and drop out.”

A  race conftantly redding on the banks o f  
rivers, who were pofTeffed of fuch vafl: extent 
o f  fea-coaft, and who, probably, in part, fup- 
ported themfelves by filhing, could not fail o f 
obferving hoth in what manner and with what 
agility the tenants o f the watery element urged 
their way through that element. The remark 
o f Pliny,'therefore, that their fins fuggefted to ' 
them the firll: notion o f  oars, and the tails o f 
birds, with which they viewed them direct' 
their flight through the pathJefs air, the. ufe 
o f  the helm,* is founded in reafon and proba
bility. The attempt to colled the aid o f the' 

winds, by expanding a fail, to accelerate their 
progrefs on rivers, and in creeks, mufl:, at 
firft, have proved a hazardous, and, in many 
inftances, a fatal, experiment.- But, in  this 
inftance, the fame analogical dedudions ope
rated upon them as in the former, and from 
obferving how the feathered tribes, by ex
panding their wings, and catching the full 
gale, were borne along through the fields o f 
aether, they learned to give the fame aid to

Plinii Nat. Hill, llb.xu. p-SS’

their
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their fliips, gliding through the tracklefs wa- 
te^ The rcfemblance o f a fhip with fails to 
monftrous birds, with their pinions extended, 
infe6led the minds o f all the ancient poets 
and mythologifts, and in this fancy we find 
the origin o f  all the fables relative to griffins 
and hippo-griffins j to the winged dragons o f 
Triptolemus, and the flying fteed Pegafus, 
the offspring o f Neptune: thefe were only 
fliips with Qut-fpread fails, in which the daring 
adventurers failed on their refpe61:ive expedi
tions, and aftonifhed. by their naval exploits 
an ignorant and credulous age.

In the infancy o f navigation, indeed, no 
fhips had more than one maft and one large 
fail i but convenience, added to increafing ex
perience, brought into ufe a variety o f both, 
whofe refpedtivc names are recorded by Schef
fer,^ but which need not be recapitulated in 
this place.

In the progrefs o f this invefligation hitherto, 
the extreme remotenefs o f the sera, reaching 
up to the birth o f man and the dawn o f 
feience, has prevented any attempt to fix the 
precife period in chronological hiftory to

* Schelfcxvis de MiJitia Naval̂ , lib.ji. cap. z.

which.
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>fvhich the different improvefhents in nautical 
fcience, civil and military, belonged. But 
fince, by fome authors of repute, the fleet o f 
Semiramis has been confidercd as the firfl: na
val effort, and it is certainly one o f the earlieft 
recorded on the page o f hiftory, it becomes 
neceffary to ftate, w ith 'as much certainty as 
we may be able, that period. And here we 
cannot conceal opr fufpicion that the sera 
affigned to that invaflon, in Uflier’s Chrono
logy, is much too low in the artnals o f the 
world} and the miftake has, probably, arifen 
from there having flouriflied feveral • Affyrian 
fovereigns, who bore that celebrated name. 
According to that chronologer, this memo-, 

table event took place about the twelve hun
dredth year before Chrift, which approacJies 
very near the period a/Iigncd, by Sir William 
Jones, to the colledling into a regular code 
the Inftitutes o f  Menu. But thofe Inftitutes 
reprefent the Indians as a nation already well 
fkilled in maritime affairs, and report cafes 
adjudged relating to adventures at fea. On 
that account, the more ancient date feems to 
me to be preferred, which places the event back 
live centuries nearer the flood. In truth, the 
Argonauts had performed their celebrated ex

pedition
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pedition half a century before the firff-mcn- 
tioned aera, and the Trojan war had already 
proved the occafion o f bringing out the moft 
formidable colleflive fleet that had -yet failed 
upon the ocean, confifting o f near twelve hun
dred fail, o f all fhapes and dimenfionsj though 
it muft be owned thofe who navigated them 
exhibited but little dexterity in nautical con
cerns ; advancing very flowdy in their progrefs,. 
and never daring to venture far from the fliore. 
Sefoflris, too, it fhould be remembered, that 
Sefofl:ris, who is faid to have flourilhed above 
1600 years before Chrift, had long previous 
to this'period, i f  Diodorus Siculus* may be 
credited, built, on the Red Sea,'a fleet o f  four 
hundred Ihips, for the purpofe o f  conquering 
the maritime regions o f  Africa, and, fubju- 
gating India. The immenfe veflel, alfb, o f 
cedar, two hundred and eighty cubits in, 
length, decorated with golden ornaments on 
the outfide, and beautified with filver within, 
which the fame prince dedicated to Ofiris, 
fuppofing there to be any bafis for the jflory, 
argues no mean proficiency in naval archi
tecture, by a race whofe fuperftitious notions

' Diod. Sic. lib.i. p. 51, 52.
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rendered them in general hoftlle to marine 
cnterprizes. It was the invariable aim o f  this 
monarch, through a long and glorious reign, 
to conquer the violent averlion o f tlie old 
Egyptians, towards engaging in fea-concerns j 
and he fo far prevailed as to ellablifti among  ̂
them an order o f mariners. Thefe vaft under
takings, however, were certainly above the (kill 
o f a people only beginning to cultivate nauti
cal fcience, and we arc irrefiftibly led in this in- 
ftance, alfo, to conclude, that, in carrying them 
on, they had the aid o f thofe Phoenicians w ho 
inhabited Idumaea and the regions o f the 
Mediterranean coaft nearefl: Egypt,

In the courfe o f ages, and in the progrefs o f 

fcience, the Indians, taught by experience to
provide veflels adapted to war as well as do- 
meftic ufe, would naturally improve in the 
art of Ihip-building, and either by exerting 
their own lively-inventive genius, or by copy
ing the Phoenician models, would foon learn 
to fabricate velTels capable o f  ftemming the 
ftormy billows o f even the Arabian Gulph, 
the utmoft limit o f their maritime excurlions 
fouthward. For (hips o f fuperior magnitude, 
llrength, and burthen, they certainly did not 
want in the extenftve forefts o f India abun-

' dant
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da^t materials, efpecially in thofe which bor
dered on the rivers Hydaipes and Indus, and 
from  which Alexander, in later ages, cut 
down the.iratnenfe quantity o f timber ne- 
celTary to build the fleet o f above two thou- 
fand fail, in which Nearchus performed his 
celebrated voyage through the Perliaa Gulph, 
and up the Tigris, into Mefopotamia.

Concerning the exact fliape o f thofe ancient 
velTels, it is impoflible to write with any cer* 
tainty j but it. will probably excite in the mo
dern mariner no fmall degree o f furprife, to 
be informed o f a circumftance, 'which, how
ever, is confirmed by the unanimous' voice o f 
claflical antiquity, that the firfl: veffelS fabri
cated by the human race were of a' /ound 
form ;, and Bochart contends, tliat the fhijx 
A rgo, being, the firft long fhip ever ufed.Qn 
the ocean, was thus denominated from Arco;^ 
a Phcenician word, fignifying -'i-Thev
fame author informs us, that the na f̂f?<5f .  
.Tyre corififted o f two forts o f veffels,.-the phft) 
being round fliips, which they denomina.tjgdifs 
Gauli, the other long fhips, or galleys, whiqljif 
they termed Triremes, or fhips o f three baidis,?

A
' • Bocharti Sacr. Geograph. p. 8J9. f
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of'oafs, fuppofed to be o f  their invention. 
O f  thefe, in battle, they placed the long veffels 
in the centre, while the round veffels formed 
the wings o f the fleet. In truth, the firft 
fhips were built round, or rather oval, becaufe- 
they were intended merely as tranfport-veflels 
^nd fhips o f burthen, and that form allowed 
ampler fpace for the ftowage o f provifions and 
thofe curious mercantile commodities which 

.were the objefls o f mutual barter between the 
inhabitants o f Oriental countries. T h e  tranf- 
port-velTels were generally towed along the 
great rivers with cords, as is the cafe at pre- 
fent in moft countries where there flourifhes 
any confiderable inland navigation j the fhips 

of* burden were chiefly managed by fails;
while thofe o f war, for the convenience of* 
more fwiftly tacking about during an engage- 
tiftent,. and'approaching- an enemy on thd 
weakeft fide, were generally rowed with oars,' 
N o t  th k t-thefe latter -were wholly deftitute o f 

'but in that infancy o f navigation, when.- 
Jticrt Were lefs dexterous in the ufe of fails than 

'the former were often an incumbrance, 
fometimes, in tempeftuous weather, or on 

# boifterous fea, • were even the occafion of 
difafter and defeat. T h e Indians, whole obfti- 

VoLrVI. B b nate
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nate adherence to old cuftom? and maxims». i
however wrong and ridiculous, has been more 
than once animadverted upon, have not pro-  ̂
bably fo far deviated from the maxims o f their 
’anceftors in fliip-building, but that we may, 
perceive in  the prefent form o f the junks that 
traffic along the coaft o f the Peninfula and the 
neighbouring ports o f t̂ he Indian ocean, which 
arc huge unfightly fabrics, almoft as broad as 
they are long, a tolerable fpecimen o f  their 
ancient manner, and they are evidently built 
in  the ftyle o f  (hips intended, by their capaci
ous h o ld ,'to  carry confiderable quantities.or 
ftores.

In realityj the mercantile race o f  India had 
never any idea in the conftru<5rion tof 
beyond their commercial ufe, nor ever:ioteH'd€d 
them for longer Voyages than at the mofl;t9.thc 
G ulpli o f Ormus and the Red Sea» It was 
the Phcsnicians, and their colony o f  Carthage# 
who, being obliged to defend from Grepian 
and Roman invaders their valuable trade and 
extenfive dominions, carried to  the utnipft 
point o f  attainable perfe6Uori, in  thofe .early 
times, the art o f conftrudring and iiavigadpJI 
veflels, whether commercial or warlike. jB y  
tliem# the ancient fails^ which,, in  many .hiv
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ftatices, were made o f nothing but hides, fcw- 
€d together, were exchanged for more flexible 
ones o f  linen, and the leathern thongs, or 
cords, ufed for bracing them and various 
other purpofes,' for others o f hemp and flax. 
By them, too, the old clumfy anchors, which 
fometimes confifted only o f a large ftone, and 
fometimes o f a log o f wood, with a quantity 
o f lead affixed, or a bufhel o f fand, let down 
to flay the courfe'of the Ihip, were di/placed 
for anchors o f iron, having at firfl: one, and 
afterwards two, teeth, or flukes. It is .a cir- 
cumftance too much connedlcd with our pre- 
fent fubjedt to be omitted, th a t,,according to 
Scheffer, cited before, the Portuguefe, at their 
landing on the Coafl: o f Malabar, actually 
found the firfl fpecies o f  rude ftone anchor in  
tife among the inhabitants o f Calicut, while 
their veflels tliemfelves were flat-bottomed, had 
one'fhaft; with one triangular fail, and were,  ̂
in 'general, o f  the burden o f two hundred 
tons.' W ith refpefl to the merchant-fhips 
ufe^ at t̂his* day by the'Indians for the purpof^ 
o f Vaffying on their export-trade, they are 
jnoftly built o f  T E E K ,  'a firm lading fpecies o f  
timber growing plentifully on th^ .mountain
ous regions o f  Malabar, and their cables and

JB b 2 other
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✓

Other cordage are made o f the fibres o f  the nut 
■ of the cocoa-tree. Indeed, the whole veflel'is 
frequently formed o f planks cut out o f that 
tree, and the reader may fee an account o f  the 
building o f one o f this fort, by Marco Pofo, 
•who vifited India in the 12th century, infert- 
ed at length in the Anciens Relations o f M . 
Renaudot, who, from authentic fources o f  in
form ation, adds,' that this uleful tree not only 

affords materials wherewithal to build a Ihip, 
.but to load her alfo when fhe is finiftied, 
-The . great planks o f the trunk ferve for her 
h u ll and maftSj with the filaments or fibres 
o f  the nut, they fpin the cordage and the fails; 
^nd they caulk her with the coarfer fluff, and 
th e .o il extracted from the tree. They load 
her with nuts, both green and dry; and o f the

•liquor,they draw from them, which is very 
pleafant and fweet, i f  not kept too long, they 
make a kin4 o f cream, comfits, butter, and an 
excellent oil for wounds.” * T his tree is a 
native o f the regions that lie within' the con
fines o f  the torrid zone, both o f the Eaftern 
and Weftern world, and the Indians o f the Mal% 
dives very ingenioufly employ the filaments o f

* Ancient Accounts of India.and China, in the notes. p« 20.
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the fame nut in making fliirts, thort vefts, and 
Other articles of light apparel.

They ufe in their rivers, and in landing 
goods from foreign veflels, large flat-bottomed 
boats, whofe fides are five or fix feet high, 
the planks o f which are very thin, and fewed 
together with their cordage; yielding like 
pafteboard, i f  they fliould happen, as is fre
quently the cafe, to ftrike againfl: the (hallows 
o f  the (horej for .which reafon the Englifh 
employ them in preference to their own 
boats.

, T o  return to the confideration o f  the pro- 
grefs o f the Phoenicians in (hip-building. 
Thofe, who invented the triremes, would, in  
courfe of. time, naturally proceed to the fo r
mation o f quinquiremes and galleys o f a d ill 
greater Humber o f banks o f  oars, but it was 

left t o , their ambitious and daring rivals o f 
Greece and Rome to build fuch floating 
tpountauis as were the galleys, concerning 
■ which fomething will be faid hereafter, o f 
th irty,;forty,.and even fifty; banks o f oars; 
nor, can .we form any conception how it was 
poflible to navigate them to any purpofe o f 
utility* Thefe orders, or ranks o f oars, were 
tanged, one above the other, not diredtly or

B b 3 perpen.
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perpendicularly, as fome have abfurdly ima-. 
gined, but rofe by a gradual afceht, each at 
the baclc o f the other, from the low eft to the 
higheft region o f  the veflel. T o  prevent attri-» 
tion From conftant ufe, the blade, or broad 
part o f  the oar, was generally covered with 
plates o f  brafsj but, as this addition would na
turally have the effe6t to render the long 
oars ufed in the higheft range extremely pon
derous in the water, it was cuftoraary to put 
lead into their handles, by way o f  counter<p 
balancing them. It was alfo the cuftom o f 
the ancients to  fortify the prow, that impor
tant part o f  the ancient veflels, on the ftrength 
o f which fo much depended, with brafsj and 
Suidas even intimates, that thofe ufed by Semi-.
rarais againft the Indians were thus armed a 

circumftance which, i f  credible, fully arccounts 
for her fuperiority over the numerous but 
cane-conftru6led barks o f her enemy. For to 
thefe prows were faftened roftra, or beaks, 
(ftill preferving the allufion to birds o f  prey, 
whofe beaks, or bills, are tlieir principal 
weapon o f  offence,) and thefe were generally 
fabricated o f folid brafs, fometimes to the

Sttidas ia Voce Seoiiramis.

number
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number o f  ten, whence iEfchylus gives ta  
Nifter’s fhip the epithet Sex,e[4.QoXog, ien~^eukeJ, 
W ith  the ftrong fharp points o f thefe beaks, 
which protruded confiderably beyond the prow, 
under the water, they aflailed, and broke in  
pieces, the hulls o f the .enemy’s fliips, while a  
fhower o f  darts and javelins annoyed the crew 
from above, and thofe other terrible engines 
o f  deftruftion ufed on board the ancient vef-i 
fels, and enumerated by Scheffer, the 
or dolphin, an immenfe ponderous mafs o f  
lead or iron, call in that form, and thrown 
with violence into the veflel with intent to  
fink it ;  the û ra-ayê , harpagines, or vaft iron 
harpoons, for penetrating and rending it, the 
great naval ballifta and arietes, or machines 
for hurling ftones and battering their fides, 
and the long fcythe-Iike inftruments ufed for 
cutting their fails and cables, all a ilin g  toge-n 
ther, contributed to render a naval con flifl in  

ancient, fcarcely lefs tremendous than in mo-* 
dern, periods. .Although fails are here men-* 
tioned, yet, as we before obferved, it was late 

"before they were brought in  to the aid o f  na-̂  
vigation, and later ftill when they came to be 
made ufeful in marine engagements, from the 
ignorance o f  the ancients in  the mode o f

B b 4  rightly
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rightly managing them, at a moment when' 
raifmanagement “muft infallibly have been ait- 
terided with defeat and ruin. Ships, < provided 
w ith  oars only, were, therefore,’ at firft, ufed 
on thefe occafions, but at the fame time, to  
render them more under command, and that 
they might more eafily tack about in an en-. 
gagement, they were furniflied with two; 
three, and even four, rudders, a circumftance 
alike perplexing to the comprehenfion o f the 
modern mariner : o f  thefe, two were affixed 
to  the fore-deck and ftern j and the other 
two to the fides. Thefe early engagements 
alfo neceflarily took place near that .ftiore 
from which they dared not venture far by day^ 
and clofe to which, at’night, they were aecuf^

tomed to anchor,' till the Phoenicians, ^apply î 

in g aftronomy to the purpofes p f navigationy 

began firft to undertake noflurnal voyages; 
arid fteer their courfe, after the fame manner 
as the Arabian 'and Syrian merchants had 
long' direfted theirs- through the fandy de*. 
ferts o f their refpeftive countries, by the light 
o f  certain brilliant conftellationsrwhofe ftrong 
arid conffant luftre invariably p>inted out the 
polar regions o f the heavens^ Then it was 
that they^ boldly expanded -the various Tail;

and,
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and, by long and diligent obfervatlon, be
coming acquaint;ed with the trade-winds diat 
blow periodically in the equatorial regions, 
united in one centre the trade o f diftant'^a-.

•

tions, and were enabled to barter the tin o f 
Britain for tbe gold o f  Ophir ^ d  the pearl? 
o f India,

THE ANCIENT COMMERCE CARRIED ON BY  

THE . GREERS W IT H  INDIA AND BRITAIN  

D ET ^JLEP ,

- A F T E R  taking the preceding view o f the 
trade o f India, one o f  the grcateft and moft po
pulous empires o f the world, the eye of the hif-* 
torian o f Afiatic commerce is, by th,e courfe o f  
time and events, direflcd to Attica, a country 
lb very contracted in its limits, as fcarcely to 
contain two hundred and fifty fquare milesj and 
in refpeCt to population, fo little to be compared 
with the. former, that its native .inhabitants,’ 
at.no period, exceeded fifty thoufand, indepen
dent o f its Oaves, which were indeed dil'pfo- 
portionably numerousj; but are not to. be rank? 
ed in the clafs o f citizens. Small, however, as 
vv r̂e its.lirpits, and naturally barren as was

its
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its rocky foil, the republic o f  Athens pro
duced fleets fo numerous and powerful, as ac
quired for it  the fupreme dominion b f the 
ocean j and armies, whole invincible energy- 
fubjugated to its control the moft puiflant 
fovereigns o f Alia. T h e  recolleflion. o f the 
military glory and the love o f freedom that 
exalted this diflinguilhed nation, its unri
valled renown in the noblefl: walks o f genius 
and fcience, and indeed the very names o f a 
long feries o f celebrated ftatefmen, heroes, and 
philofophers, unavoidably kindle in the mind 
that takes this retrofpeffive furvey, an ardent 
defire io  launch into nobler difquilitions than 
thofe which merely concern their commerce; 
that commerce, however,, being the only al
lotted fubjeft o f this difeourfe, we m ull fleer 

through it w ith  the undeviating accuracy o f  
the Grecian pilot, nor be tempted by the faf- 
cinating fplendor o f any foreign fubjeff to 
wander from our courfe. I  muff, notwith- 
ftanding, take permiflion, previoufly to the 
fucceeding flri£tures,.of repeating m y former 
aflertions in refpefl to the Greeks not being 
the inventors o f  the arts and.fcicnces for 
which they were fo celebrated, though, doubt- 
lefs, they ^rprifingly and'rapidly improved

thofe*
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thofe, the piinciples o f  which they origijially 
received from their Oriental neighbours, as, 
for inftance, aftronomy, chemiftry, and navi
gation i while all the more elegant and liberal 
arts, painting, fcnlpture, mufic, and defign- 
ing, may juftly be called their own. In truth, 
the light, which beamed upon them from the 
H igher A lia and from Egypt, was refledted 
from Greece upon Europe i they were the 
focal point in which the rays of' Oriental 
genius were concentered} at the fame time 
they were to us the medium through which 
thofe rays were tranfmitted. W e were awed 
by their majeftic beauty; we were dazzled by 
their tranfcendai)t luftre j and miftook the re- 

jleSled for the primordial beam. ‘
Cecrops, who, according to Diodorus Sicu

lus,* with- a colony o f Egyptians inhabiting 
the Saitic mouth o f  the Nile, and therefore 

mariners  ̂ and an exception to the generality 
o f the Egyptians who flirunk with- horror 
from fea-adventures, migrated hither fo early 
as the year 1600 before Chrift, doubtlefs 
brought with them fuch general elements o f 
the fciehcc o f navigation as were then known

Died. Sic* lib. i. p< 33'
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in  the infant w orld; and we learn from the 
fame author, that, when he founded the. mo
narchy o f Attica, (for Attica, though in fuc- 
Ceeding ages a republic o f the firft note in 
hiftory, was at firft a monarchy,) that prince 
divided the people into four diftinfl: tribes, 
called Cecropis, Autochton, Actea, and Parar- 
lia, in which he a6ted with remarkable con
formity to the maxims o f  the Indian and 
Egyptian legifiators, who thus divided the 
nations over whom they refpe^Iively .ruled. 
Nearly a century afterwards, Danaus failed 
into Greece from the fame quarter, and feized 
on the throne o f A rgpsj while Minos, the 
great legiflator o f Crete, the fimilitude. o f  
whofe name and laws to .thofe o f the great 
Menu o f  India has been remarked by Sir 

W illiam  Jones,* had a numerous navy on,the 
Cretan fea. Numerous, however,, as if.v/as, 
it.m uft ftill have- been very inadequate to any 
ufefuJ purpofe o f  defence or commerce, fince 
Daedalus, whom the Greeks, in a well-known 
mythological fi£Uon, have recorded ,as the firft 
inventor of fails, was not then born.. Their 
grand and united effort, the Argonautic expe-

Inflitutes of M ^u, in the Preface., p. 9.

dition,
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ditlon, did not take place till about 1 1 50 be-» 
fore Chrift: The difputed obje6t o f  that ex
pedition is out o f the queftion j it is fufficient 
to  remark, that it was the firft Ihip equipped 
for war that failed out of the ports o f Greece j 
and in thofe days the voyage to Colchis was- a  
fubjeft o f fcarcely, lefs celebrity than the dif- 
covery, in more recent periods, o f the voyage 
Jto India by the Cape o f  Good Hope; T h e 
confequence o f that expedition upon the m a
ritime genius and efforts o f  all the Grecian 
ftates was fuch, that, in "lefs than fifty years, 
they were able to furnilh twelve hundred 
fliips, o f all deferiptions, to carry on the war 
hgainft T ro y; and o f that number the A the
nians alone, according to  Homer,* furnifhed 
fifty veffels.

W ith  the deftruflion o f  Troy expired that 
ardor o f  naval enterprize, which had -begun to 
diftinguifti the riling republics of Greece j an 

additional proof o f its having in great part ori
ginated fiom  a foreign fource, the immediate 
impulfe o f  which upon their minds having 
ceafed, their condudt was o f  courfe no longer 
influenced by it. ' N o  grand naval exploit o f

*  Iliad, lib, ii. v. 94.
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that nation is, for feveral centuries, recorded 
on  the page o f hiftory: theirm ariners, during 
this long interval, were either difperfed among 
the -veffels o f  the Phoenician merchants, or pi*, 
ratically infefted that dement on which the 
daring nautical genius o f the former engroffed 
the traffic, and difdained a rival.

T h e  ruin o f the elder Tyre, near the com
mencement o f the iixth century before Chrift, 
by the Aflyrian monarch Nebuchadnezzar, 
called forth into aftion the dormant ambition 
of Athens, to poflefs the palm o f commerce» 
and the fovereignty o f  the ocean. Their pro- 
grefs, however, in navigation, was neceflarily 
flow, from the infant ftate o f aftronomlcal 
fcience among them, fince, as yet, they only 
knew to'fleer the courfe of their veflels by the
ftars in Urfa Majors a mofl: uncertain guide 

in remote and hazardous voyages, fince that 
conftellation very im perfedly points out the 
pole, and the ftars in its extremities arc at the 
diflance o f above forty degrees from it. I t  
was not till Thales, the inventor, according to 
the Greeks, o f the afterifm o f the i.elTer Bear, 
had returned from Egypt, that they became 
acquainted with, and were able to fail by, the 
unerring light o f the pole-ftar. T h a t philo-

fopher.
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fopher brought with him the grand, poflula- 
tum» together with many other iplendid at- 
taipments in fdence, from the caverns o f  the 
Thebais, ^bout .the middle of this century, 
and proved to Greece what the Cynofure was to 
navigation! the guiding ftac of its expanding 
genius. From that inftant her naval glory 
began to dawn, but it was not till after the 
invahon o f Greece by Xerxes, and the final 
annihilation o f the T yrian  empire by Alexan
der, that it reached its meridian. T h e Athct 
nians were not without rivals in the conteft 
for maritime dom inion; the indefatigable race 
o f iEgina, and the voluptuous, yet meicantlle, 
fons o f  Corinth, long combated their claim 
to that enviable diftip6)bion f till, at length, 
the former being fubdued by the Athenian 
arms diredcd.againfi: them by the immortal 
Pericles, and the latter having called in tho 
fame.,power -to aid them againfl: the Spartan 
arm} ,̂ which, under the command o f Agefilaus, 
had laid fiege to their fumptuous metropolis, 
the Athenians became triumphant on the 
oceani, .and, elofely j>urfuing the tra£t o f the 
Phoenician velTels, *dilplayed the ^banners o f  
Greece on the fliores o f the Caffiteridea and 
in  the Gulphi'pf Cambay,

Before,
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Before, however, I proceed to ftate the par

ticulars o f  the flourilhing trade carried on by 
this enterprizing people with thole remote re
gions, it is neceflary I Ihould notice two 
events, in producing which the-Greeks were 
greatly inftrumental j events o f great import
ance as to their confequence on the commerce 
and kingdoms o f  the, Ball:, but principally re
lative to thofe o f Egypt and Perfia, to whofe 
hiftory therefore I muft,, for a Ihort period, di
rect the attention o f  the indulgent reader.

CURSORY REFLECTIONS ON THE LIMITED N A -
♦

VAL CONCERNS OF THE ANCIENT EGYP TI

ANS AND PERSIANS,

I  H A V E  not hitherto, m any particular 
manner, mentioned the maritime concerns 
o f the ancient Egyptians nor yet o f the ancient 
Peflians, for* in-fadt, neither o f  thofe nations 
were greatly addided to nautical .adventures; 
T h e  former were prevented from  becoming fo 
by their abominable fuperftition, vvhidi led 
them, to confider the ocean, probably from 
fome faint traditions relative, to fhe deluge, as 
the enraged Typhon, the reftlcfs enemy o f

th«
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•the'benign Oflris. I have, however, alre^f^ 
obferved, that Sefoftrls, 1600 years before 
Chrift, had endeavoured to conquer this rootr 
■ ed averfioii o f the Egyptians to naval enter- 
p r iz e s t h a t  he contrived to have a fleet o f ' 
four hundred fliips o f war on the Arabian 
Gulph, and that hp inftituted among his re- 
lu6tant fubje€ts a marine clafs. Their deeply- 
rOoted religious prejudices were, doubtlefs, 
one, but not the only,* caufe o f their averfioa 
.to the fea and foreign trade; for, happy igi 
their own genius, and in a moft fertile foil, 

'the ancient Egyptians, like the.modern inha» 
bitants o f Japan, were internally rich in every 
thing neceflary to their happinefs and conve
nience i and, except minerals and fqme parti
cular gums confumed in religious rites and. 
an embalming the dead, wanted not the luxu- 
xi’es which foreign commerce introduces, N o t 
that they were entirely deftitute o f  that fpecies 
o f  commerce, but they fuffered other nations, 
ano'rc addided tp nautical concerns, to be 
their faifiors and agents. Able as they were, 
from ‘their fltuation, to command the whole 
navigation o f  fhe Red Sea, they relinquilhed 
the natural right o f their country to the mpre 
adventurous Tyrian and Iduraasan naariners; 

Vol..VL C c and
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and were, content to receive,, through their^ 
hands, the Arabian incenfe that burned in̂  
their temples, and the Indian drugs annually 
fwallowed up by the rapacious jaws o f the 
catacombs. For thefe they bartered the eme
ralds o f the Thebaisj the fine glafs, fabricated, 
from the afhes o f the celebrated plant \aliy at 
th e great Diofpolis, in which city the manu-* 
fa<^ure o f this article rivalled, if  not exceeded, 
the .antiquity o f thofe o f Sidon j the natron that.'- 
«grows fo abundantly in that country, and even 
at this day fupplies the fhops o f European 
<druggifts f the paper formed from the reed of̂  
the N ik /  from which its name is derived j the 
linen woven from the flax o f  E gypt; and, 
above all, the corn, which may be confidered 
-as the flaple o f that country, and grew ther^ 

in  fuch luxuriant abundance, as through all 
-antiquity caufed Egypt* to d)e-confidered the 
,granary o f  the world.

In return for thefe articles the Phoenicians 
gave therli o iL| which was ever the abundant, 
produce o f the olive-groves-of Syria and Pa*- 
leftihe; and this, it will be remembered, was. 
cn e  o f thb articles with which king Solomon 
fepaid the kindnefs o f the Tyrian monarch, in  
furnilhing him  w ith cedaf cyprefs for

building
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building the fupexb temple o f  Jerufalem i the 
Scripture expreflly mentioning the forme^*s 
annual prefent o f twenty tboufand meajures o f  
wheat and twenty meafures o f pure oil: the oil 
they exported to Spain and other countries/ 
but the infular fcite, the vaft population, and 
contra6tcd territory, o f Tyre, required not lefs 
the grain o f Syria than that o f  Egypt for the 
fupport o f its innumerable citizens. They alfo 
imported into Egypt that timber o f which het 
own foil could not furnifli even the fmall 
quantity ufed in her public and private edi
fices > the various fragrant productions o f the 
Arabian and Indian gardens j and the precious 
metals o f which the lower Egypt was wholly 
deftitutej the principal among which may 

be enumerated the gold o f Sofala, the filver 
o f  Spain, and the t i n  o f Britain, I  par
ticularize this- laft article, becaufe, independent 
o f  the great advance o f the Egyptians in me
tallurgy, (and tin, it has already been ob- 
ferved, is mentioned in the Pentateuch o f 
Moles, learned in all the wifdom o f tĥ ; 
Egyptians, and in the writings o f Homer,) we 
nieet, in ancient clalfical writers, with very 
^mple and repeated telHmony, that the Egyp
tians, in the glafs-houfcs o f Diolpolis, knew

C  c 2 how

    
 



t 404 ]
»

how to fabricate, mirrors of. ilupen'dous mag
nitude; and, though hence jt-does not abfo- 
lutely follow that thefe mirrors fl^ould be o f  
THINNED GLASS, yet the ufe to which they 
.applied, at leaft, two o f thefe mirrors, affords 
very ftrong reafon for that fuppofition} fmce, 
i f  compofed o f any metalline! fubftance, the 
fifuation in which they were placed mufl un
avoidably have expofed them -to pbfcuration 
or rorrofion. One o f thefe mirrors, according 
to  Strabo,* was elevated on the fummit. o f 
the-great temple o f Helippoli?, city, o f
tbi.funy to reflect into that,-temple the fu ll 
fplender o f its meridian heam ;/(while another 
o f • Ifill more prodigious dimenfions was, dn 
later periods, erc£tcd on the Pharos o f  Alex- 
indria^ and fo placed ,as to reflcifl (hips.ap

proaching Egypt at- a vaft. dijtance,. and im - . 
perceptible 'by the eye frogioita .loftiefl: pip- 
iracle,.
' Unwearied as were the exertipna o f  Sefof-r 

tiis, recapitulated above,.they .were;only jthe 
tranflent efforts o f an enlarged and liberal 
mind, fpum ing at and tramplingrdo.vj^n vulgar 
prej udicet- th6fc veflels vv6re,, in- a ll ' probabi--

Stfabu, Jib. Kvfll {̂ '49 '̂
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lity, provided with their rigging> cordage, and 
other furniture, and navigated, by the Phoeni-' 
cians. • W ith  that prince the project o f ex
tending their power by foreign conqiied ex
pired; and all ideas o f the necelTity o f keeping 

■ up a powerful navy feera to have been erafed 
from the minds o f his more politic fuccellbrs 
on the throne o f Egypt. I f  fuch, however, 
had not been the cafe, there was one infupera- 
ble objeflion to their maintaining any con- 
liderable n avy; I mean the above-mentioned 
total want o f timber proper for its conftruulion 
and repair, of which the whole country was 

'fo entirely deftitute,. that even the boats on the 
N ile were obliged to be fabricated either o f 
baked-earth glazed and varniflied, or of ra,fts 
fewed together with the papyrus. Happily 
for the Egyptians, the views o f thofe pacific 
princes Were folcly directed to the ellablifli- 
mciit o f a vigorous internal commerce ,be
tween the refpe61:ive provinces o f that fertile 
kingdom ; t6 conftrufling canals for the more 
equal diftrlbution o f the waters o f  the N ile ; 
and raifing ftupendous bulwarks to fecure 
the Delta from being a fecond tinte defoJated 
by the ravages o f the robbers, known to us 
by the name of the Scenitc dynafty, a race

C c 3 whofe
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whofe recorded barbarities evince them to 
have been the moft unfeeling tyrants that ever 
governed the opprefled progeny o f Mizraim. In 
confequence of this relapfe o f the Egyptians 
into their ancient prejudices, no port remain
ed open on ail the coaft o f Egypt for the ad- 
miffion o f foreign veflels for nearly a thou- 
fand years, except Naucratis, a moft cele
brated- mart, fituated riot .very rem ote'from  
Sais, then the capital o f Lower Egypt, and 
which gave its name to one o f the mouths o f 
the Nile* It was Pfammetichus, the firft • of 
that name, who, rejefting the contraded po
licy  o f excluding ftrangers from  Egypt, threw 
open its ports to all nations, and gave a firni 
■ fetricment to his allies, the Greeks, w ho were 
fo  inftrumental in fixing him on the throne 

o f  that kingdom**
In refped: to the Perfians, they were equally 

•reftrained, by the precepts o f  religion and po
licy, from engaging in maritime expeditions. 
The element o f  water, not lefs than that of 
fire, ■ was the object o f their fuperftitious ve
neration, ' and While that fuperftition made 
them jfhudder at the idea o f polluting it them-

Herodotus, Ub.ii. p. i63.-
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/elves, by any i|3ecies of filth, thrown from
Veflels, the dread of invafion from a quarter

in which they were fo defencelefs, induced
them to prohibit the entrance o f foreigners
into their dominions, by any maritime inlet,

«
under penalties extremely rigorous. Indeed, 
to render that event impoflible by the cliap- 
nel o f  their two great rivers, the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, they effedlually dammed 
tip the mouths o f thofe rivers with iramenfe 
enginesi to remove which coft Alexander, when 
his fleet, under the command o f Nearchus, 
failed, by the route o f the Perfian Gulph, into 
Mefopotamia, no fmall portion o f time and 
labour. A t length, roufed to a fenfe o f dan-* 
ger by the accounts brought to the court;, o f 
Perfia o f the naval armaments fitted out by 
the rifing Hates o f Greece, their dauntlefs and 
afpiring neighbours, the Perfian fovereigns, 
broke through the fetters o f that ancient fu^ 
perftition, and, by the affiftance o f the Phoeni
cians, and even the Greeks themfelves,- con- 
ftrudled a navy, and ploughed the forbidden 
ocean. In this new projedt, ambition alfo 
had a confiderable fhare, and it was a defire 
o f  exploring and conquering the weftern pro
vinces o f India, that induced Darius to fit

C c 4 out
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out at Cafpatyra, on the Indus, the fleet fo 
celebrated in hiftory, o f  which, he, gave the 
command to Scylax, a Carian Greek, with 
cxprefs orders to fail down the current o f that 
rapid river j diligently to obferve the countries 
that lay on either fide o f it; to enter the 
gr^at ocean beyond i t ; to coaft along the Per- 
fian and Arabian (bore j to enter the Red Sea 
by the Straits o f  Babelmandel; and, finally, 
failing, up that Gulph, to land in Egypt, and 
by that route return to the .capital o f Perfia. 
This tedious, and, for thofe daysr hazardous, 
navigation, Scylax fuccefsfully accompliflied 
in the thirtieth month from its commence
ment, and, arriving at the court o f Sufa with 
the, defued intelligence, animated that- mo
narch to an undertaking which - added fo 

much luflre to his crown, and "brought fo 
large an increafe o f revenue into his treafuryi 
It w ill fcarcely be expected, -after the ample 
aftronoraical detail exhibited in the former 
portion o f this volume,, that a circumftance .fo 
remarkable, as that Of the revenue thus act 
quired amounting to 360 talefits, the, exaOt 
fum o f  the days o f the ancient year, Ihould be 
omitted being noticed in this place; more par
ticularly, as it is an undeniable proof o f the

Perfian
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t ’erfian year being not at that time reformed. 
It is probable, that, in this expedition o f D a
rius into India, he learned from the Biahrhins 
the true number o f the days o f the reformed 
year j fince, in the pompous march o f Xerxes, 
to difpute the empire o f the world with Alex
ander, the-number of youths clothed in fear- 
let robes, the emblem o f the folar fire, ar
ranged with a view to the fame mythological 
fuperftition, was three hundred and fixty- 
five.* It fhould be alfo remarked, that this 
tribute from the newly-conquered province' o f 
India vyas paid in gold, while that o f all the 
other Satrapies was. paid in filver; and that 
the Indian tribute alone, according to Hero

dotus, amounted to 4680 Euboic talehts, 
nearly a third-part o f the whole revenue *̂ of 
his other dominions, which was 14,560 E u 
boic talents, or 2,807,437/. fterling.-j* T he 
reafon o f  its being paid in gold rather than 
lilver is properly afligned by Rennel, from 
the Ayeen Akbery, that “  the Eaftern 
branches o f  the Indus, as well as fome other

Herodotus, libv ii. pi 189, and Quintus Curtius, lib. Ut 
cap. 3.

y Herodotus, lib. iii. p.^88, fe<i.

ftreams
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ftrcams that defcend from the northern moun
tains, anciently^ yielded gold*duft.” * The 
value o f the ancient talent varied. extremely 
in different countries o f A fia; i f  the Indian 
tribute was paid in Euboic talents o f gold, it 
muft have amounted to an immenfe fum, and 
far greater in proportion than the other nine-i 
teen provinces into which the Perfian empire 
was divided. Vl̂ e mufb not, however, fuppofe 
the larger fum mentioned above to have been 
the total o f the revenues o f Perfia, for many 
o f  the diftant kingdoms, fubjecl to that throne, 
paid their tribute in kindj as for inftance, 
that o f  the 5 atrap o f Armenia, according to 
Strabo, was twenty thoufand young horfes, 
while the governor o f Arabia, the country o f 
aromatics, furniflied that luxurious court 
with frankincenfe equal in weight to a thou- 
land talent^.-f*

‘ Independent o f the damming up the mouths 
o f their great rivers, other impenetrable barriers 
againft the entrance o f grangers on the fide 
o f  the fea, and the eftablifhment o f a mari-t 
time commerce, were eagerly fought after by the

Rennel’s Memoirs, p. 25. 

f  Strabo, lib. ii.'p. 530,

jealous
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jealous policy o f  the Perfian monarchs, who, 
4n order to render their country ftill more fecure 
from invafion, were induced to kave utterly 
uncultivated the fouthern region o f the pro
vince o f Gedrofia, naturally barren, and fcorch- 
ed up by the beams o f an almoft diredl fun. 
Along the whole o f  this extenfive coaft, and 
the fouthern parts o f  Carmania, which 
ftretches from the Indus quite to the Perfian 
Gulph, no city was, in thofe days, to be feen; 
no friendly port opened its broad arms to the 
ftorm-beat mariner; it was left in the pof- 
felTion o f enemies more hoftile to the human 
race than even the inhofpitable favages o f  the 
dreary ^Ethiopian coaft, the blaft of pefti- 

lence, and the defolating fury o f famine. Jt 
was in thofe defert regions that the armies o f  
Semiramis and Cyrus perifhed, and that 
Alexander loft three parts o f  his numerous 
and triumphant troops. O f its maritime li

mit, by far the greater part was an unpeopled 
defert, and o f the inhabited parts, a miferable 
rape, who fubfifted on fifli and the plunder o f  
wrecks, afforded  ̂ to occadonal vifitants a 
dreadful fpecimen o f the fterility o f  the coun
try and the barbarity o f the natives. B y 
thefe precautions the Perfian fovereigns not

only
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"only prevented the Phoenician, Caithaginian,' 

Grecian, and other formidable‘haval powers, 
from penetrating by that route into the heait 
o f  Perfia, but kept facred from the Intfufion 
of* foreigners that vigorous and peculiarly lu
crative commerce, which had been immemo- 
rially carried on between the more northern 
provinces o f their empire and thofe o f India, 
and which, in this furvey o f the ancient com
merce o f Afia, is’ highly delervirig our atten
tion.

In the geographical part o f this work, 
vol. i. chap. 3, when fpeaking o f Candahar, 
a city faid to have been erefted by Alexaijder, 
in all probability On the fcite o f one ftill more 
ancient, and to liave been 'fb denominated 
from his Eaftern name o f S’ecander, I ob- 

ferved, from tlie Ayeen Akbery, that, being 
fituated on the thountains‘ of" Paropamifus, 
which feparate Perfia from India^ fhat^fortrefs 
has, in all ages, been confidered as the gate o f 

"Hindoftah towards Perfia, as'G ablil waS^td-
I •

wards Tartary j and I added, from Sir W il
liam  Jones, that, according to the Indians, no 
perfon could properly be called rhler o f India, 
who' had not' taken poflfeffion . o f Cabul. It 
was through thefe gate^ that the current: o f 'a

moft
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finoft extcnflve traffic in all the various pro
duce o f the three empires continued to flow in 
thofe early periods, and probably centred at th6 
great and ancient city of Lahore, on the Rau- 
vee, the nobleft branch of the Indus, and the 
favourite refidence*of the early kings o f India, 
o f  which alfo the reader will find, in the fe- 
f  ond chapter o f the fame Diflertation, a minute 
defcription from authentic writers, W hich- 
foevcr o f the great Indian cities was at that 
time the capital Delhi, Canougc, or Pali- 
bothra, (fon in th ofe ages we muflr not men
tion Agra, then only an obfcure mud-walled 
fortrefs,) the direct road to it  lay through. L a
hore, and.we can alone be enabled to form ^  
juft idea o f the impottance and value, o f its 
.commerce, by reflefling that two' o f  .the moR 
fplendid.and.luxurious courts that ^Afia ever 
wimelfed, Babylon and Perfepolis, fucceflively 

. obtained, by this route, thofe furaptdous arti- 
,^les thaticonfributed, moft .to their magnifi-: 
cence. In: ages..o£. fuch remote, antiquity as 
that in which the Aflyiian monarchy flourifli- 
ed; unlefs we. allow a very intimate commer
cial conneilion to have fubfifted between that• i  * * % . I

emoire and India',- we are at a lofs to account 
-for that profufiqn o f ,wealth, and pomp th&t;

decorated
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decorated their palaces', the infinity o f gem§ 
that glittered in the fuperb temple o f  the Sy
rian goddefs, ' ai;id the aromatic gums that 
eternally flamed on her altars.* A n  enume
ration o f a  part o f thofe riches may be feen in 
the Appendix, atid though they might obtain 
from Arabia and Syria many precious Woods 
and drugs, together with gold and ivory, 
brought by the- fhips o f  thofe nations from 
th? continent o f  Africa, yet there were many 
valuable commodities in  the higl;iefl: requeft 
among them, as filks and embroidery, which 
the Perfian had not then began* to manufac-» 
tiire, together with .curious porcelain, and 
vafes o f agate and chryflal, which could not 
poflibly ■ be obtained through that quarter^ 
It is more than probable, Jihat thoHb greats 

trading nations,; in  the remote periods to 
which we allude, fupplied themfelves at Baby.*- 
Ion and.Sufa w ith  the Indian taanufaclures^ 
tranfported thither, by caravans^ through the 
northern. Carm ania and Aria,, the modern 
Herat*

* See Diodorus Siculus on the Palaces of Babylon and the 
Temple qfBelus, lib. ii. p. 97*~See alfo Lucian,De Syr. Dea, 
cap. 32 and 33.— And Chardin on the Ruins of Perfepolis, 

tom. ii. p. 150..
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what: Cabul and Lahore were in Indii^ th t 

great city o f .Hecatompylos, in Parthia, or the 
city with a hundred gates^ fo denominated, 
according to Polybius,* becaufe all the roads 
in the Parthian dominions, centred there, 
was in ancient Perlia j and it is a remarkable 
fa<5l ,  that the modern city o f Ifpahan, fup- 
pofed to have been ereffed on its ruins, accord
ing to -Tavernier, • ftands exactly in the fame 
predicament as the great central mart* o f mo
dern Perfia;-f He adds, that at prefent it hk» 
ten.gates j that the road, generally travelled by 
the caravans* pahing in to  India, is from that 
capital to Candahar,^»of which he gives the 
refpedtive £tages.and their diftances j  :and that 
this route us 'principally uled on account o f 
the great' plenty of water to  be met with in  
the courfe o f .it ,  ’.From Candahar-to Cabul, 
he acquaints uSj is a journey o f twenty-four 
daysj- from C ab u ito  Lahore takes u p  twenty- 
tw o j and from Lahore, to D elhi eighteen j but 
that the merchants, when their bufinels.is 
urgent, quit the.caravans, and take horfes,-ten

(• Polybius, libiX, capj 25, 

f  Tavernier’s Perfian Travels, p. J49t,. 

$ Ibid, p. 257.
or
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'O’r a''dozen'in company, ’and ride the whole- 
journey in  about a third o f the time in which 
it  is performed by the caravans^ A s in the 
dreary • and' ihhofpitable trails that form the 
boundaries o f the Perfian empire towards In-, 
dia, the face o f  nature, fince that period, if̂  
Tiot changed and as water is fo indifpenfable 
a n  article to a caravan, the defcription o f the 
.ffoad and ftages by this rngdern traveller is, in 
a l l , probability, applicable jtd the period when 
*the.iancient caravans travelled this, road, to 
-which the afferted building of; Candahar, by 

A lexan d er,can  be no valid objeftion j for It 
is unhkely that a poll:, fo important as to bd 
jcalled.the Gate o f India, fliould have been 
w ithout a fortrefs %p fecure and ^defend it* 
A s. the- long and beaten track o f, a; caravan iri 

-^n inland-^Eallefn’xiountry is feldora deviated 
;from, lib pofiibly the m ode'of arranging, and 
•(:ondu£l:ing thc'caravans them felvesjs not fd 
■ :greatly,altered, but that,our author’s defcrip- 
'tion  in. o n e -o f his'journeys tp India may'  ̂
afford toithe European reader a tolerable idea 
p f  the regulations anciently eftabliflidd am ong, 
them, Xihaff^aleribe^£bm,his^4Sfttertaining- 

_|)age-4h«*|H'incipal-TPH-ciimllances-Pnumerated
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duiTn^their^progrdV. It is in  Tavernier’s* 
Perfian Travels, page 48, o f the London folio 
edition} but is too long for infertion here, 
and I want the room it 'would occupy for 
an extract more interefting to the Indian 
reader.

W ith  refpeft to thofe numerous caravans,' 
confiding of loaded waggons, which we have 
feen, from the Inftitutes o f  Menu, are fo unU 
verfally eilablifhed in India, for the tranfpbrta- 
tion from city to city o f the native and infe
rior produftions o f Hlndoftan, the intelligent 
author above-mentioned, who refided fo long 
at,. Agra and Surat, acquaints us, that this 
fpecics o f internal* commerce is carried on al- 
moft entirely by means o f oxen yoked to the 
wain, in. more or lefs numbers as the w a W  
tbemfelves are more or lefs heavily laden. 
Sometimes they ufe 'the animal kfclf for that 
purpofe, without the waggon} and he adds; 
it is not unufual for 'them  to lay upon'the 
back o f thofe oxen 300 or 350 pounds weight. 
“  It is an admirable fight to behold ten or 
twelve thoufand oxen at a time all laden with 
rice, corn, and fait, in thofe places where they 
exchange thefe- commodities; carrying • corn 
where only rice grows, *rice where only com  

V o L .V I. D  d grows,
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grows, and fait where there’ is none at all. 
They make ufc o f camels fonietimes, but very 
rarely, they being particularly appointed to 
carry the luggage o f great pcrfonages. W hen 
the fcafon requires hafte, and they would 
fpeedily convey their merchandize to Surat to 
(hip them off, they load them upon oxen, and 
not in  wains. There is this great inconveni
ence for travellers, that when they meet witiv 
thefe numerous caravans in flrait places, they  ̂
are forced to flay two or three days till they 
are all paft by» They that'drive thefe oxen 
follow lio other calling as Jong .as they live, 
nor do they dwell in houfesj for tliey carry, 
their wives and children along with them* 
There, arc foma,.among them  that have 
hundred oxen o f tjieir 'ownr, ptbers more or- 

lefsj and they have always one, .who is thek; 
chief, that takes* as m uch ftate as a princ6',i 
and has hia chain o f  pearl hanging abouti hia 
neck. W hen ,the caravan that carries, th§ 
corn and that which carries the fait happen 
to meet, rather than yield the road, they fre«; 
quently enter into very bloody difputes. T h e 
G reat M ogul confidering one day that*thefe 
quarrels were very -prejudicial' to trade  ̂ and 
the tranfportation o f  necelTary provifions

from
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from place to ^lace, fent for the two chiefs 
o f the caravan, and, after he had exhorted 
them, for the common good and their own 
iritereft, to live quietly together, and not to 
quarrel and fight when they met, gave fo 
each o f them a lack o f  roupees and a chain 
o f pearl.

** O f thefe carriers, there are in India 
fo u f dlftindf tribes^ each o f which may conf- 
fift o f a hundred thoufand fouls. T he fiffi: 
o f  thefe tribes carries nothing but corn,- th'e 
fecortd rice, th e third pulfe, and the fourth 
fall, which they fetch from Surat, and all 
along down the coaft as far 'as Cape Ca*« 
morin.

cc The caravan 'oT waggons feldom exceeds 
the mimber o f  a hundred, br' two hundred at 
tnoft. Every -Waggon is drawn by ten o f  
twelve oxen, and attended by four foldlers, 
whom* the perfon that owns the merchandize 
iit obliged to pay; TW o o f them march upon 
each-fide o f the waggon, over which there 
are two ropes thrown acfofs, the extremities 
whereof they hold in their hands, t o , the brid, 
fhatj i f  the waggon (hould lean on one fide ift’ 
ill way, the two foldiers on the other fide may

D  d ’2 keep'
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keep it from overturning, * by pulling the 
ropes with all their ftrength.*'*

A fter cohfideHng the general route 6 f the 
caravans pafling from the capital ’o f'P erlia  to 
the capital o f India', we come, in the ttext 
place, to inquire what were the* principal Com
modities mutually exchanged, in the- ancient 
tihae's concerning which we treat, byj thefe 
tw o mighty liations. As the light o f hiftory, 
at leaft fo far as the Perfians 'are concerned, 
(for, we are well acquainted with what, in all 
ages, have been the imports and^exports o f  
India,) is on 'this fubjeCl but feeble; from, the 
remotenefs o f  the sera; we m ull be guided in 
our refearches by exam ining'the natural hif- 
t'ory o f theft country, and the bent o f the'ge- 
nius o f  her inhabitants; '6 f  What‘articles! flic

Jood m od in need, and vvith what fhe could
;fi:;dirpCnfe;'
 ̂ The'vafterapins of Peffia,' theft, in-its vari

ous regions^ exhibited t6 the ̂ beholder a drbng 
contraft o f objedts. " Some t>f its provinces 
were arrayed; b^ the hanli" Of'nature au d th e  
labour o f  maft u n ited ," iii the' charms -̂ of̂  a 
terreftrial |)aradife, abolinding w ith  Howers,

See Tavernier’s Ipdian Travels, p* 2S.
plants^
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plants, and fruits, o f exquifite beauty, brllli-’ 
ancy, and flavour. In particular, they pro
duced grapes o f  thefchoiceft kind in luxurious 
plenty, o f which they made vaiiety o f wines, 
with which the ancient Perfians were not de
nied to regale themfelves, as their Mahomme- 

f^an defcendants are, and" one o f trahfcendant 
excellence is ftill known to us by the name o f 
Schifafe wine. It was in allufion, probably, 
to  the multitude o f its vineyards in thofe an
cient periods, that the golden bed of̂  Darius 

'was adorned with the flock o f vine in gold, 
Whofe expanded branches, containing d u f
fers o f jewels, t'ubies, emeralds, ând amethyfts, 
intended to reprefent grapes both green and m 
their various advances to maturity, over-ca-
tiopied the recumbent monarch.* T he pome- 
^granates, alfo, o f  Perfia are acknowledged to 
be the largeft and fineft in the world j hnd the 
prediledion o f their aiiceftors for this fpccies 
o f ’ fruit is attefled by.hiftory and the grand 
monuments o f Qhelminar, or forty pillars^ 
•Which arc crovyded with ftupeijdous hierpgly- 

phic fculptures,' many in the form o f this ve
getable; while the hifloric page recording the

 ̂ See ^thsnxus, lib. xii. p. 408.

D d 3 magnificent
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magnifi9cnt march o f  Xerxes towards Greece,* 
informs ijs,. that ten thoufand o f the Perfian 
infantry, who feem to have formed his body-  ̂
guard, bore javelins decorated w ith pomegra-. 
n ates; of whom one thoufand had that lym-n 
bol in  gold, the other nine thoufand in filver. 
T h e Perfian melons and dates, too, are with^ 
but a rival in Afia j and, from what has beeb 
faid> it may fairly be inferred, th at. thefo 
•choice wines and delicious fruits, both pickled 
and preferved, to which may be added a great 
variety o f medicinal drugs indigenous to Perfia, 
w^re brought by her caravans''to the famed 
emporia o f  Cabul and Lahore.

Other provinces o f Perfia, efpecially the 
more elevated regions towards the'north, ex^ 
hibited a prolpeOt as chcerlefs and barren as

the former was animated and fertile} where 
the difgufted eye and the wedry foot travelled 
over immenfe deferts Of fcorchlng fandy-iun*

' Sheltered b j  one folitary fiiru.b, unrefrefiied 
d>y one irriguou? ftream,.' Their''* inmoft..rei^ 
cefies were the, gloomy, but febute, baunti'of 
the favages o f the defert,- T he intrepid yoQth 
of* Parthia, however ardent in  the'chafe> dared

« See HtfVodoWvlikVU. pf jiS,

not
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not purfus the lion or panther to, that fi ight- 
ful abode 9 and often the benighted camel, 
though, patient of fatigue and third:, expired 
beneath its load in.their inhofpitable bofom. 
_The fortitude ,and induftry o f man, that 
flirunk from the danger of exploring-the 
furface o f  thofe cheerlefs waftes, had yet pe> 
netrated with fnccefs their fubterraneous re
gions, However externally barren and rocky 
thofe Hyrcanian folitudes, they were inteiv 
nally .rich in mines 9 and, though the metab 
dug from them were not o f the mod: pre
vious' kind, being pi incipally iron and copper, 
yet were they .eafily exchanged for them 
among their commercial neighbours o f i^rabia 
and Syria. The quantity o f  iron produced, in  

^heir country fupplied their numerous forges 
employed in the /nanufaffuxe.of fword^ and 
Tclmitars,, celebrated through A da fo r tlie ex?- 
oelleucy of their -temper -and the keennefs, o f 
their edge. In thofe ancient times, too, when 
itiWas the delight o f warriors,to. clothe them** 
felves-in  mail,*and'£hine. in arms of fteebor 
burniftied brafs, which is formed of mingled 
calamine and 'copper, we cannot doubt o f the 
important advantage, in point of commerce, 
arifing to the Peffians,, from mineral

D  d 4 wealth
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wealth o f their country; nor that thefe and 
other articles o f military requeft, the helmet, 
the buckler, the javelin, formed, a confiderable 
part o f their ancient barter with the Indians, 
a nation, one o f whofe four grand tribes was, 
from  early youth, wholly devoted to martial 
concerns.
■ Am ong the various articles enumerated as 
imported from Perlia in after-ages into the 
llom an ftate, are reckoned -Babyloniau and 
Aflyrian fkinsj and the inceflant and politic 
attachment o f  the Parthians to the, pleafures, 
or rather, as it was their cuftom to h u n t only 
the moft ferocious beafts, the, toils, o f the 
chafe, muft infallibly have fecured. them ;im - 
menfe, fpoils o f this kind, ^  and the moft jva- 
luable o f thefe, the tiger’ŝ  * the xJeopard’s,. the 
panther’s, fwelled the catalogueof the commo

dities tranfported fo CabuLi It,was not/ how- 
"ever., alone the fkins o f dead-,anjtnalsi in which 
thePerfian merchants dealt ;,ih?jC,aravans that 
earned thefe were followed- by,droves o f living 
animals, reared.with care:in th?i-,wide> cham
paign o f ,that extenfive.coun.try^^, 'T h e  Perfian 
breed o f horfes, wln?ther for war or ftatCj^was 
more fatnousJn aptiqyity thaftfhat o f Arabia 
i s 'a t  th ^  day;. ,efpeciajly/ magnificent

fpecies
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fpecles bred 111' the N ifean ‘plains o f  Media, 
which were deemed ineftimable. Horfes, there
fore, with their fplendid caparifons and fteely 
armour, formed another Important branch ^of 
this vaft traffic  ̂ and brought immenfe fums 
in to  the royal, as well as private, treafuries. 
They bred alfo mules and camels both for 
.domeftic and foreign fale j nor fhould the fine 
Ifuffs made o f the camel’s hair in Carmania, 
iior the ftill finer wool o f  that province, be 
wholly forgotten. Lafily, the bows and ar
rows, which they fabricated and ufed with fo 
much Ikill, could not fail o f being, vended in 
large quantities to a nation nearly as dex
terous in the life o f thofe weapons as them- 
■ felves. For thefe, the Indians gave them the 
peculiar fruits of their own genial region i all 
kinds, o f  precious ftonesj unwrought filk, 
brought from  the Seres beyond the Ganges, 
.together ^with cotton ^nd fine linen, the la
bour of their' own looms i aloes, fpikenard, 
and 0th6f “perfumes j the exprefled juice “o f
ilhe fugar-cane, which then grew fo plentifully 
in  India, that they fed their horfes with it,' as 
they do at this day in Berarj the indigo o f 
Lahore, anciently the ftaple o f  that city, ablo- 

lutely heceflar/ to the l*erfians,. as it was the
bafis

    
 



I  426 ]
bafi^ o f  their famous b l u e , which they ufed, 
and ftill ufe; in dyesj and all the rich variety 
p f  gutns and fpices produced in the peninr- 
fular regions o f India. '

From very remote periods, alfo, a confi- 
derable commerce feems to have been efta- 
blifhed between the countries fituated far to 
the north and north-wed: o f the fertile pro
vinces which we have been defcribing with 
Grand Tartary, and even China itfelf, under 
the name o f Serica, or the filk region.* For 
that f lk ,  the cabinets, porcelain, and other 
rich and ufeful manufaflures o f China, ib 
often and minutely enumerated before, were 
and are ftill bartered the moft valuable furs and 
the fineft ermines o f the northern Alia, the 
m u lk 'o f Thibet, and Siberian-rhubarb, both

the bed: o f  their kind in the world. It fhould 
not be forgotten, that the more northern 
provihces o f  Perfia itfelf, Hyrcania, Margiana, 
Bactria, were formerly full 'o f  great and  ̂
flouriOiing cities, whofe inhabitants with avi
dity* punchafcd the 'richeft manufa£lures o f  
India and China, brought to them by this 
routej while, ftill farther north, the ifthmus.

Plinii Nat. Hift, lib.xxt. c,ip. 3.
which
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which feparates' the Cafpian and Euxine Seas* 
was covered with cities and nations now ut-r 
terly exterminated. T o  he jnore particular,
Eratoflhenes, in Strabo,^ informs us  ̂ that

$

the merchandize o f India puffed by the Oxus 
through the Cafpian, which the ancients, with 
inflexible obftinacy, perfevered in fuppofing 
to have a communication with the Northern, 
and fome even with the Indian, Ocean, into 
the Sea o f Pontus. W e alfo learn from Pliny, 
that it was but a journey o f feven days from 
the frontiers o f India, through the country o f ' 
the Ba<5lrians, to the river Icarus, which fall? 
into the Qxus, dov/n which ftream the com
modities o f India were tranfpqrted into the 
Cafpian Sea, Thence, he adds, they were cai;-*- 
ried up the river Cyrus to ,a  place within five 
days.journey over land,to Phafis, the capital 
p f Colchisj in Grecian fable renowned for its 
golden fleece, whiefl, jn all probability, was 
nothing more than the golden pjoduce o f In*- 
flia, which the Argonauts fecured by opening 
the commerce o f the Pontus Euxinus, or 
Black A t this day, the Qxus no longer

• Strabo, llb.ii.- p. 87. 

y Plinii Nat, Hift, lib.ii. cap.’ll* '

flows
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fibws into the Cafpian, the miferable policy o f  
the modern Tartars having induced them to 
divert its courfe, as well as that o f the lax- 
artesi and thefe two noble rivers are now 
loft and fwallowed up in the fands o f  that 
libundlefs defert, Colchis itfelf, -whofe iplen* 

did and crowded marts allured ta th a t  region 
o f  Alia all the nations o f  the earth, is now 
Only a vaft foreft, and its few inhabitants are 
not only flaves themfelvCs, but carry on the 
hofrid traffic in human flefti to a vaft extent. 
T h e  Ruffians'are now in complete pofleffion 
oT this northern commerce, which is carried 
bn, by caravans, over the defert's o f Siberia, 
that enter the Chinefe territories by Se- 
lihginlkoy*' in the 53d degree o f north lati
tude j and Europe with aftonifhment has wit-

neffed a traffic maintained between the capi
tals o f two great empires, fituated from each 
other at the immenfe diftance o f  above fix 
thoufand miles. I t  is, perhaps, a fortunate 
circumftance for W eftern Europe that afto- 
nifhraent is the only ftnfation, at prefent, 
materially excited; 'for ftiould Ruffia be fully 
enabled to accomplifti her ambitious aim to  
be I a great naval power, and take that entire 
advantage which ihe feems determined to em

brace
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brace o f  the vaft opening afforded her by tlje 
port o f Aftracan, in the Cafpian, fo r the im* 
portation into the heart o f her dominions o f  
the richeft commodities o f Perfia and .the 
Eaft-Indies j other fenfations o f no very plea- 
fing kind will probably be excited, when ihe 
beholds one o f the moft powerful potentates 
o f  the earth. poffeffed alfo o f  its richeil codx«i 
merce. T h e channels by W'hich this trade 
mayibe conduced are well known to her geo- 
graphers-j are the fubjeft o f conffant and in - 
creafing fpcculation*; and, we may depend 
upon it, th at with fuch a vigorous,' cntbr- 
prifmg, and. .arbitrary, power as Ruffia; yvhq 
•poffeffes all the means o f  effecting her pro- 
je d s , nothing is wanting to its complete 
blilhment but itolerable*’tranquillity reffored 
to the diftra<^ed empires o f  Perfia and Hin-  ̂
doffan.

T o  return from-this long, though meceffary, 
digreflion on the comrliercial concerns- o f  
Egypt and Perfia toiour furvey o f the.'Ather 
niaAs  ̂ we (hall fcarcely wonder at their being 
more addi£led'to nautical adventures than any 
other o f the ftates o f Greece, i f  w e'recoiled 
that the-abrupt and rocky Surface o f  ̂ their 

Country denying to its inhabitants the advan^.

tagc.
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tage, fo amply enjoyed by the Indians, o f  na
vigable rivers, and canals,, for carrying on a 
vigorous internal traffic, their attention was> 
o f  neceffity, principally directed to maritime 
commerce. Still, however, their fhips made 
not the fame majeftic appearance as’ thofe o f 
the Phoenicians did j nor were they dire6ted 
w ith the naval fkill o f that nation; Ship
wrecks were frequent, and hffurance, as well 
as fpcculation, frequently ran as high o n t h e  
exchange o f  Athens as ever they liave been 
know n on that o f London. In reality, the 
Eaxine, the .^geani and other feas,-^feas o f  
fuch inferior magnitude, that the Mediterrai- 
nean was'comparatively the ocean to th e m ,^ - 
w h ich -Were principally navigated by ihCcCarly 

Greeks, were fo dangerous from lhallows, 'and 

fo fu'bje£l to the agitation o f  tem pers, that, ’ 
whatever might be their ambition to rivaP 
the Tyrians ahd Carthaginians, they were 
compelled in general both to employ Vefiels df^ 
lefs magnitude, -and load them with ‘cargoes 
lefs valuable than thofe nations'} though ih 
their more diftant voyages, to India and Bri
tain , they muil -of neteffity have made ufe o f  
larger velfels. An account W'hich we 'have ifi 
Xenophon, in his OEconomita, Of a Phoenician

merchant-
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tnerchant-velTel, then in the port o f Pirseus, in  
which the dimenfions o f that veffel are corn- 
pared with thofe o f  Greece, is an unanfwerable 
confirmation o f this ftatement. In truth, 
the Athenians were not accuftomed to traffic 
in commodities o f  any very great bulk o f  
weight j theirs, except in fome particular in- 
flances, was a trade in articles o f elegance 
and luxury. Their exports confided o f a 
great variety o f  rich wines, conveyed, however, 
in veflfels o f  very inferior magnitude to 
thofe in which are tranfpprted to Britain the 
wines o f Portugal and the M adeiras: thofe‘ „ V. *
veficles' were either made o f  leathern bags, 
ftj'ongly iewed together, refemhling the mo* 
dern borachios, or confided o f jars, confi* 
derable in fiz6, o f which there was a celebrated 
manufa6lory edabJilhed at Athens, for the ' 
exprefs purpofe o f conveying abroad the curi
ous produce o f the Grecian vineyards. Their 
extehfive groves, of the plant facred to M U  
nerva, .alfo, enabled, them, not iefs than the 
Phcfcnicians, to drive a confidcrable trade in  
the pured oil; to which may be added,’ the 
valued honey and wax. o f M ount Kymettus. 
T h e  Athenian merchants, alfo, exported to 
Alia, covetous^ o f her rarities, alt thofe inimi*

table
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table produ6Hons o f her artiHs in ftat'uary, 
painting, metallurgy, and every branch o f  
mechanic fcience, which rendered Greece lb 
renowned; and, finally, the rich filver mines, 
w ith which Attica was llored, afforded her 
the abundant means o f carrying on an exten- 
live traffic in that precious metal with India, 
a country, whofe avarice for that commodity, 
after twenty centuries, is ftilt as infatiable as 
ever. T h e principal imports o f the Athenians 
were grain from Sicily and the adjoining ifles, 
for the fupport o f the .numerous inhabitants 
o f  their crowded metropolis; flaves in aftonilh-^ 
ing multitudes were alfo cohftantly imported 
by a nation, boafting its love o f liberty, to 
work in thofe mines, to labour at the bar in 
their numerous gallies, and do that fpecics o f  *

fervile drudgery which they conceived degrading 
to freemen. From India, their-veffels, in return 
for the filver o f  Sunium and the copper o f  Co-* 
lonos, o f  which their admirable works in bfonzet 
were fabricated, brought the precious gems 
and fpiceries native to the Peninfula; ’ the £ne 
and delicate muffins which the ancients Called 
Sindoneif and which were tranfported, acrofs 
the Gauts, in waggons, from the Eaftern 
coaff: o f that  ̂ Peninfula, and from Hindoffan

proper,
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proper, to Barygaza; and the fugar» indigO* 
and dyed cottons, brought down the Jndus to 
Pata)ai i frorn Perfia and Arabia they imported 
brocades, carpets^ and the various rich drugs, 
perfumes, and cofmetics, o f which the un
bounded extravagance o f the Grecian courte-  ̂ *
zans^ and, we may add,  ̂the degenerate effep;ii- 
i^acy o f  the men, called for conftant and 
jibundant fupplies.

T o  feciire and prote6l this extenlive and 
valuable comrnerce, the Athenians conftantly 
maintained, in the three bafons o f  their grand 
port o f Piraeus, a very powerful fleet * and th^ 
perpetual cot^tefts, in which they were engaged 
with, the maritime flates around them, failed 
pot to beep alive their martial fplrit, and gra-j 

dually improve, beyond even Phoenician ex-
eellence> their jnaval Ikill. >
,, A fter thiSj general view o f the Grecian ma^ 
jinc ând commerce, it  is high time that yv§ 
fliould atten^d .them to the Britifh coafl: for 

^ a t  'Tin* without which a nation o f artifta 
and manufa^urers could not poflibly earry 
on. I their refp,e<5tive occupations. It was abfor- 
lately ncceflary to the chemift, the glazier,, the 
painter, the enameller, the gilder, the potter, 
and entered largely, as before, obferved, into 
, VoL. V I, E  e feveral
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feveral, other branches o f domeflic trade. It 
form ed.the ground o f that wonderful fpecl- 
men.Of the fkill o f the ancients in engraving 
and,working in metals, the fhield o f Achilles, 
defcribed by Homer, from whom we alfo de
rive another-proof o f the early traffic o f the 

Greeks in this commodity j for, in the Odyfley, 
Itie introduces Minerva, in the dilguife o f  a 
ftranger, affirming herfelf to be a foreign, 
merchant, going to Temefe to explore t i n  

for the purpofe o f  exchanging it againft 
Jron.^ The'prdbable period o f the firft ar
rival o f the Greeks, as traders in thefe iflands, 
m ay be juftly  inferred from the paflage previ- 
oufly cited from Herodotus, in which he 
coixfeffes, that' the Greeks o f  liis  day (and 
Herodotus flourifhed about-tho middle o f the
fifth  century before Chrift) were ignoraht"o f 

thofe northern extremities o f  Europe, whence 
amber and tin were brought^ that is, the 

'(hoi'es o f  the Baltjc and Britainy-f- T h e pro
found jfecrecy which the Tyi^i^n? and their 
colonies, preferved in regard to the Britifh 
ifles, and their tra6f hither, has been alfo no-

,ô  yiiey> Ilb.i. verfe iSz. 

See beforê  page
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ticfed, and affords additional 4:eftimony tnat ,
we ought not to affign for that event a period
more early than, the deftru6Hon o f T yre, by

1
Alexander, and the fubfequent fubverfiori o f  
the Perfian empire; events that rouzed the 
dormant ambition of Greece widely to ex-- 
pand botli her military and iiaval fame,* an4 
explore the mold diftant quarters o f  that 
globe to which they afpired to  give law.
. T he term Cafliterides, however, which was 

■ before obferved to be a Greek tranflation o f 
the Phoenician Baratanac, and by which, the 
:Scilly iflands a îd the Cornilh.coaft were, in 
fa£f, known to* the Greek traders, a term .ufed 
both by Herodotus him felf,,aud Strabo after- 
tyards, undeniably proves^ that, though not yet 
geographically defcribed,* or commercially; vi- 
iited, accident or, curiofity muff have led G re
cian veffels to oiir coafts before that sera; for 
■ liow other wife, IhbulcJ the Greeks have given 
•name, to an ifland o f .which they were in total 
'ignorance? 'H ow , on the other hand, could 
the Greek characters and, language have been 
known, arid upon all occafions in which'their 
^religious rites and myfterious difcipline were' 
not concerned, made ufe o f by the Druids, 
as is expreflly affirmed in Csefar’s Commen-

E  e 2 taries.
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ta r ib j' uhlefs 'a long and intimate conne< l̂ioii- 
iiad ’ f>revioufly‘ fubfifted between' the tw o 
p^opl6 ?-The truth is, there was ariothet' chan
nel by which that language might have come 
into ufe, at'lead: in the maritime ports o f  
Bfitairt, and that was by Way o f  Maflilia, now 

MarfeilleSi to  which mart w e have already ob ,̂ 
ferw d a commerce in tin was ’anciently carried 
On, through the heart o f France, by Britifh 
arid G allic merchants, in conneftioil with the 
Phtfehidans, and, on their* decline, with the 
CSrthagihiaris and Greeks. fToW Maflilia wa$ 
foiiride'd,-acfcOrding to Solinus,^ by the Pho-» 
Csfeahs'’ fii'hundred years before C h riftj and, 
b e iiig 'a -G re e k  colony,! having the Gfeek.. 
maHriers,‘’*<taiki«s-*t'^ Greek language, and 
being the oriJy iliart in that part o f the M edii 

terfarieah' for the t in 'o f  th'e'Caffiterides, it can 
iexcite*no wOnder if, in the cOOrfe o f fo‘ 'many 
fcehlUriesi'jWith-tbfe COmlriOdities brought back 
from  MatfeiUes, the irierthants imported alio  ̂
the lan gu age ' o f the places efpeci&Hy as we 
leafh frb'rrf StfaboV that, in-his tirne, the G allib’- 
inRabitantS ‘o f  M aflilia arid-its neighbourhood-' 
weib VfJidU6u& in' ^hitiyating every- branch Of'

'̂ 'SoUnuJ,"'eaji. vul;'

Greek
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Gi'eek literature,- and were Co attached to ih o  
Greek language, that not only academies weri  ̂r 
inftituted in that city for teaching it to  their 
fons, but that'the merchants wi‘ote their con-- 
tra6ts and made their bargains in  it ,*

It is rather fingular, that fo profound aî  
adept in Britilh antiquities as Camden lhqul4 
fix the earlieft vilit o f the Greeks t o  thefe 
iflands at a period not more remote than 
about one hundred and fixty years, before the 
arrival o f  Caefar, under a certain Phileus Tau* 
rominitesi when there is fo plain an alluhon- 
to this illand in that paflhge alluded to before . 
in Diodorus' Siculus, citing Hecatae'us. ta ftiU 
m ore' ancient writer, relative, to the'hyperbo*. 

rean- iflatid oppefite Gduh whofe _^riefts fang 
thc'praifes o f  Apollo Opon their harps in  c ir
cular templesy+and-that Pytheas, a celebrated 
aftronomer o f Marlellles,. is reported by Strabo 
not only to have vifited,' but- to have deferibedi * 
thefe ihyperborean ifles.. T h e voyage.of this' 
learned Gfeeky I am o f  opinion, w ill give us 
neatly the exa£f -period when the- navigators 
o f  that nation firft ploughed the Britilh

it was about the period Qf Alexander ,the,

Strabo, Ub.iv. 2|i>

Great,
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G re a t,‘when that philofopher is faid to have 
pafled through the Straits, and to have failed 
to  fo high a degree o f  north latitude, as to 
have feen the fun only for a moment o f  time 
fink below the horizon, and then emerge j a 
fa ff, whichi by aftronomical arguments, may 
be proved poflible to have taken place about 
th e ‘68th degree north, where, in the fummer, 
and when the fun is in Cancer, there is no 
n ight.* ‘T h at Britain, at all events, muft 
have been explored, and the principal commo
dities trafficked in by its inhabitants have been 
in  great requeft in Greece, when Polybius 
flouriffied, which was above tw o hundred 
years before Chriil:, is evinced by a fa ft re
corded in  Strabo^ that the fame Polybius had 
w ritten an exprefs treatile" Trept 'tuv UptTuvizuv

m
'vvi(rBuv Kxi rvi;, 'xotro'iTTjp̂  xacrao’xeuiĵ f concerning 
the Britilh iflands, and the procefs o f  making 
T I N ;  and this word BpsTuvtxuvj thus early'oc
curring in a Greek writer, may be confidered 
as an additional teftim ony.of the name being 
'originally derived from the Phoenician Barata- 
mac, or* Bretanac, iirice, from the Phoenician 
'navigators only, could they have obtained any

Difclorus Skulus, lib. Vt p. 308.
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information about it.*  It is unfortunate, 
that this treatife of Polybius, which probably- 
contained many curious and interefting par
ticulars relative to thefe iflands and our an- 
ceftors, has not defcended to pofterity. Pliny’a 
affertion, alfo, ought here to have fomc, 
weight, that, long before the period in which 
the 'Romans vihted this country, Britain was 
famous in Greek monuments.-h Whatever 
truth there may be in that aflertion, few; 
veftiges o f  the Greeks were ever to be met 
with in thefe iflands, and the arguments 
which fbme writers have founded, . on the 

number o f Greek words interfperfed in the; 
bid Britifli dialefl, lofe their force when we 
confider their affinity w ith  the Celtic, the 

common parcnt^pf„both. T h e  Greeks did 
not come hither to improve our language or 
correbl our tafte; they formed no fettlements 
on the coafl:, nor penetrated into the inland 
parts o f  the country} they came hither ,as 
mariners and merchants j they took our tin  
and lead for the Indian market, and gave 
the Britons articles, o f cutlery and other wares

Strabo, lib, iv. In loco cit.

Plifili Nat. Hill, lib. xvii, cap. 4.
fuited
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faited to the wants o f  a waflike and barbarous’ 
people.

T h e  deftru6Hon o f  'T y r e  and Carthage 
threw the whole commerce o f  the -Mediterra
nean into the hands o f the Athenians; for, 
their rivals, the Lacedaemonians, principally 
ftu'dious o f  military glory in the embattled 
field, had but little inclination to engage in 
naval concerns. Their diferiminating charac
ter, however, o f ferocious bravery, added to .an 
infatiable third: o f  wealth, did not permit them 
to be wholly without a navy, which "was, for 
the moft part, employed in a6t& o f barbarous 

aggrefiion on their peaceful neighbours. T h e 
nautical genius o f the Athenians, however, ftUl 
foared with a bolder flight, and having a dy- 
n ady o f  Grecian the^thron^jpf
Perfia, and alfo another dynafty oh that o f 

E gypt, they foon arrived to  that adonilhing 
height o f  naval fplendor, which they enjoyed 
for  nearly three hundred years, the moft bril-  ̂
lian t sera in  the annals, o f  Afia> a t  the clofe o f 
w hich the power o f the Seleucidae, in Syria, 
and o f  the Ptolemies, in Egypt,, became ejr- 
tinguiftied by the superior lustre of the 
R IS IN G  SUN OF R o M E .
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A D V E R T IS E M E N T .

T h e  Author prefents his refpefts to 

thofe gentlemen who have honoured 

the preceding volumes o f  Indian A ntiqui

tie s  with their approbation and fupport. 

H e would have been exceedingly happy, in  

conformity w ith  what is intimated in the 

Î reface, had jt Bceh pofllble, to have 'made 
the prefent, the^/W, volume o f  this produc

tion i but the introdu£tion, at the earned 

requeft o f numerous fubferibers, o f  a new and 

important fubje£t, the ancient  commerce 
q fH indostan  ̂ without which, a work o f this 

hiiid muft have been im perfefl to gentlemen 

conne^ed witl]  ̂ India, neceflarily occafipns its 

extenfion to  a fm n th  volume. H e trufts,

alfo.

    
 



ADVERTISEMENT.

alfo, that the magnitude o f the prefeiit vo

lume, exceeding by almoft a third any before 

publiflied, added to the fuperior execution o f 

the engravings, and the confideration o f the 

great rife o f  paper, printing, and every other 

typographical article, lince the year 1791, 

the date o f its firft appearance, will prove a 

fufficient apology for his raifing the price o f 

this volume from Seven Shillings to Half-a» 

Guinea j without which, neither the expenfes 

o f it can be dilburfed, nor the Author rc-̂  

munerated for the labour and time confumed 

on a fubjedt o f  moft abftrufe literary re-» 

fearch i though extremely interefting, he C0U'» 

ceives, to the British  M ekchan 'i-,

A  lecond and enlarged edition o f  the 

E legiac  and H istorical Poem, on the 

Death o f Sir W illia m  Jones, recently pub

liflied by the Author, may be had, price 3s. 

at N o. 31, Upper Norton-ftfeef, Portlaud- 

road.
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1C

e r r a t a .

of Errata in this volume, I trufl, there 
are few, and none are to be laid to the 
charge o f my Printer, M r. Galabin, whom I 
think myfelf bound publicly to recommend for 
judgment and accuracy in his profeflion. O f  
thofe that have arifen during my own ardour 
o f  compofition, I think it neceflary to notice 
only tw o : for eight hundred, in page 115, read 
eighteen hundred: the other is in page 416 j 
where the reader will be pleafed to draw his 
pen over thefe words, near the bottom ;

I (hall tranferibe from  his entertain
ing page th e ' principal circumftances enu
merated during their progrefs/’ On confult- 
ing the paflage alluded to ’ in Tavernier, I  
found it far too long for infertion, elpecially 
as another on the internal caravans o f India 
was fo immediately to follow. T h e erafure 
propofed will make good fenfe o f  the paflage.
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