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Deponent : )/E;/éﬁjf/ ,,¢7?;g1;ft; ot LA

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attachud sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in ny country

I hercby depose as follows.
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AFFIDAVIT OF MITSUMASA YONAI

1. I, Mitsumase Yonai, held the following offices:
Navy Minister from February 1937 to August 1939.
Prime liinister from January to July 1940.
Navy Lkinister from April 1945, to November 1946.

s On July €., 1987 an armed conflict took place between
some Japanese tpoops end Chinese troops at Lukouchio (l{arco Polo
Bridge) in North China. At the Cabinet meeting on July 9, War

Minister SUGIYALA mede a brief report of the Incident for the

Pirst time.

e reported the Japenese troops being attecked without

Justificatioﬁ by some Chinese troops were forced to respond to

the gtteck and urged thet the immediate dispatch of reinforce-

)
ments was necessary, seying thet he felt a grave concern for

the safety of the 5500 Japaneé; troops stationed at Peking

and Tientsin ss we}l as the numerous Japanese residents there

and that this was necessary for their protection.

As the Navy linister I expressed objection to the daspatch

of reinforcements and strongly sadvoceted that the Incident be
handled as a local affeir to be settled on the spot and the
utmost effort be made to prevent its spreading to other dis-
tricts in China eand thet the Nevy feared eccording to past ex-
perience that any Incident occurring in North Chine was liabze

to spreed to Central China in the course of about two months;
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the vieinity. However even if,policy of "non-expansion of

and I further remarked that,. in the case of an untoward

Incident teking place in Central Chine the Navy would inevi-

tably be involved in it to its extreme annoyance. Cabinet
members, including Prince KONOYE and Finence lMinister KAYA

agreed with my opinion and at this Cabinet meeting it was

decided to have this affair settled as a local issue not to

be extended eny further.

3. On July 11 War Minister SUGIYA.IA renewed his insis-
tance still more strongly on the immediate dispatch of reinforce-

ments steting thet unless an expeditionary force was sent there

the situation might develop to such a pass as would imperil the

security of the Japenese troops end the Japenese residents in

that section of China. The Cabinet thereupon discussed the re-

e 7R
quest of the #ar linistey end finally agreed to recognize the

despetch of reinforcement was inevitable if the Army felt that

such reiforcement was neccessary to safegusrd the Japanese

force on the spot and the livesof Japanese nationals liviif

the {ncident and settlement on the spot™ and recall the troops
as soon as the incident wes settled, and as the despatch of
large reinforcement might bring on a head-on clach with the

Chinese Army, the despatch of reinforcement should be as small

as possible.

Leter it developed thet the Chinese side gethered its

armned forces in end around Peking from verious counties.
Further there ' occurred in Tungchow{lmassacre of numerous

Jeapenese residents and mob plundering. 4And the situation

wes worgened when in August, 1937 Chinese troops in Shanghai

}&J&h '.“*}

- . . -.!‘ ,-?'




wantonly attacked Jepanese. Thus fresh developments appeared
one aftae the other 1in sucéeSSion until at last the Japanese
Government was forced by circumstances to find itselfﬁnable to
resist the insistence of the Army on the dispatch of addi-
+41onal forces which the army deemed necessary to ppotect the
lives of Japanese nationals end legal rights in China.

fiﬁt thet time Finence !inister KAYA throughout his tenure
of office wented to 1limit to thayninimumn the military expendi-
tures on sccount of this Incident and made every effort towsrd
thet end. When the trouble spread to Shanghai eres lr.KATa at
g Cagbinet lleeting carnestly solicited the Army's re-considera-

tion of its intentions to send troops to Shanghai bul the
cgvernnent wss eventuslly obliged by force of eircungtances
to yield to the grmg§-ﬂpmyheaye-eensidepatiea- Army'% demand

of dispatching sroops to Shenghel et its Cebinet lieeting.

4, The srmed conflict that took place at Marco Polo
Bridge betweén Jepanese and Chinese troops wes considered an
sccidental effair, and was then called the Torth Chine Incident
es it wes the Japsnese Government's policy to treat it as a
local troudle. Fowever, when & fresh development ensued in

Shanghai the whole Ineident became to be termed as the Chine

Incigent. But since the start df the first Konoye Cabinet

H
nothéng in the é&:m-of a plan had everg been contemplateda nor

an reparations made for the so celled China Imcident or any

<<
‘g

other war. DMNelther dld the saild Cabinet have any such plan

handed down from its predecessol.

. umw-gh s e, e b LA N ol F
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5. Cebinet members were not informed at any Cabinet

?

meeting of the First ¥onoye Administration, or through an¥y

other meterial, of the atrocities committed in China by

Japanese troops nor of the massacre at Nanking. Neither was
there any reports concerning them publiched &n the press.

I do not know whether any protest was filed at that tiie by

(=

foreign countiies but so far as any Csbinet members were con-

cerned we were not advised of any protests being lodgsed with

the Japanese Government.,

The sinking of the Panay and of the Ladybird were re-

-

ported at a Csbinet meeting., The report stated that the

Incidents occurred under unavoidable circuwstances or by fault.

L]
&

I was told that compensation was paild for the sinking of these
tte

e

narship%}and that the matt had been settlesd to the satis-

Pection of the Unitead Stetes and Great Bmitain.

S The Cabinet wes not informed nor was it consulted

cr

gabout the militery plens in China, in connection with the

o

attock on llanking or any other battle,

I's

’.
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Upnere t the above
I 71_‘17’/ /A /r:-“"d/ﬁhereuy certify thu

no 4l slgnoture
statcment was SwoTll by the Deponet, wno . fixed his slgn

n the presence of this witness. :

L

and seal thereto 1

On the sane date w
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whole truth withholding nothing and adding,
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. Dafense urnguage Branch

INTERNATIOFAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL.TCR THE FAR BAST

TFE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKT, Sadao; et al

Svorn Derosition

Deponent: YONAT, Mitsumasa

Javing first duly svorn 2n oath as on attnched cheet
and in sccordance with iie procedvre followed in my country

. I hereby depose =g follovs,

1. I, Mitsumasa Yonal, held the following offlices:
Havy Minlster from Februvary 1537 to August 1939,
-

Prime Minister from Jaruary to July 1940,

Tevy Minister from April 1945, to November 1946,

2, On July 7, 1927 ar arred corflict took place between
some Japapnese troors and Chinese trocrs #t Lukouchiao (Marco
Polo Bridge) in Norfh éhina.. AL the Cabiret meeting on July
9, War Minister SUGIYAMA made & briefl rerort of the Incident
for the first time.

He reported the Japarese troors being sttacked without

5 .

justification by some Chirese troors were forced to respond

to the attack and urged that the immediate dispatch of

—

-1 «
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reirforcements was necessAary. saying t'.ebh 2 {elt 2 grave
cor.carn for the safety of the 5500 Japurnese troops stationed
=zt Pekine and Tientsin ~s well #s the rumerouvs Joypanese resi-

A

derts there and that this was nececssary for their rrotection. !

E
1
]
¥
g
3

2

As the Navy Minister I express2d oblection to the dispatch
cf reirforcements =rd strongly advocated that the Tnecident
te handled rs & local ~T{fair to be settled o1t the spotl and the

-

vtmost eilort be iz o nrevent its srres.iny Lo othdy» Ais-

-

tricts in China and &hat i~ s:wy Pearedc «ccordinge to nacst

expefience tnat any Incid=nr oceurring in Nerth China was

liéble to screzi to Certrsl Chins ir the course of abont two
months; and T further remarked that, in the case of an vntoward
Incident taking placz in Centrel Chira the lavy wovld irevi-

tably be involved in it 1o 1ts extreme ernoyarce. Cabinet

members, Includirg Prince KONOYE ard Finance Minister KAYA :
agreed with my orinion 2nd at this Cabiret meeting it was

decided to hzve thiz affz?

"3

settled as a local issve not to ,M'Lv-

by extended :ny further.

3. On July 11 "ar Minisier SUUGIYAMA renewed his insis-
tance still =more strongly or the immediate dispatch of
reinforcements stating thst unless an expeditionary force was

-

sent there the- sitwatior might d:velon to such a pess as

wovld inmrerial the security of the Japanese troopns and the

el = T A
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Jevarese residents ir that sectior” of Cl:ina., The Cabinet
thereuron discussed the request of the Tar Einistef and
finally agreed to recognize the <iesr=itch of reinforcement

was ipevitable if the Army felt that such reinforcement was
necessery to safeguerd the Jatvanese force on the spot and+the
1ives of Japarese natiorals livirng in the vicinity. Ho&ever
sven if reinforcement is despatched it was cr the cordition
that the Army should ndhefe closely to the Government pelicy
of “Wnon-sipansion of the incidert ard settianent on the spot"
and recall the troons s scon ~s the incidert was settled,

and as the despatsh of !irn: veinforcemant airsht bring on a

-

-

head-or clash wit

ment shovld be 4s snecll ss posgibla, +

Later it developed thnt the Chirese side gathered its
armed foreces in <nd =round Pskire from various counties.
Further there occurrad in'Tungchow a massz=cre of numerous
Japanese residerts and mob rlunderirg.  And the situation

was worsened wher in fuvgrst, 1037 Chirese troops in Shanghai

wantonly nttacked Japarese. Thr'e fresh developments apreared

one after the cther ir successicr until st last the Japanese

Government was forced by circumstances to find itself unable

to resist the insisterce of the Army on the dispatch of addi-

tional forces which the Army deemed nécessary to protect the

lives of Japanese nationals and legal rights in Chinra.

4 +l.o Chinece Arny, the despaten of reinforce-

,.
Al

AT AT
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At thet time Finance Mindcter KAYA {nroughort his tenure

of acfice wanted to limit to the -iirim'm the milltary <Xpen=

aitvres on sccount of this Incident and made 2Very effort toward
that end. “hen the trouble srread to Sherirhai area Mr. KAVA

2t a Cabinet Meeting esrnestly'solihitnd +he Army's re-consl-

)

cevntion of its intenticns tn send troors %O bhangnai but the
noverrment was evertvally onliged Ly force of circumstarces
fo yield %o the Army's demard of dispatching troops to Shanghal

at its Catinet Me~ting.

4. The armad cornflii-:i that took plnce at Merco Polo
Bridre Letweer Jﬂpare&q and Chipﬂﬁe troons: Y05 considered
an aceidental =7fsir, ond v2s ther called the Yorth China
Incident‘as i+ was the Joprlese rovarnnent's policy to treat
it es » local trovhle. IHowever, when a fresh davelopment

epsued in Shenghal the whola Ircident Lecame to he t.armed as

the China Incidazrt. But since the start of the first Konoye .
Cabiret nothing in the form of # yl-r. hsd ever been contemplﬁ-

ted nor any-rreparatiors n=da fow tha so called China Tncident

or any other w=ar. Neither dfd the saild Cabinét have any such

plan handed down from its rredeceisor.

5. Cabinet nembers ™ers rnot informed at any Cabinet
meeting of the First Kornoye Administratiorn, OT through any

other material, of the'atrocities committed in Cunina by e
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.-Japarece trocrs nor of the massacre at Nanlting., Neither

was there any roports concerninp them vublished ir ﬁhe rPress,
I do not know whether any protest was filed ot that time by
forelgn counﬁries but so far ss any Cabinet members were con-
cerned e vwere not advised of any prouests being lodred with
the Japanese Government,

The sinking of the Panay and of the Ladybird were re-
pbrted at a Cabiret meeting, The report stat:d that the
Incldents occurred under vnavoidable circumstances or by
favlt, T was told that commnensation was paid for the sinking
of these varships, nnd that the matter had been settled to

&
-

the satisfabtioh of the Unlited States and Great Britain.

6. The Colbinet was not informed nor was it consvlted
about the military plans in VYhina, in conrection with the

attack on Nankirg or nny other heottle.

L

’

On this 24 d-~7 of July, 1C47,.

at Tokyo
Deponent: /S/ _YONAT, Mitsumasa (seal)

I, TAMAKA, Kodo, hereoy certifly thet the above statement
was sworn h'r the Deponent, who affixed his signature and

seal thereto in the preserce of this witness.

On the same date,

a2t the same place =

"itness:-/S/_TANAEA Kodo (seal)
e Py

e
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OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swzar to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ YONAT, Mitsumasa (seal)




