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: L¥BASSIWR GRT;'S RETCR™ THAT AR NIGHT BEZ "INEVITABLE

In -~ tulegrem of Fovambur 3, 1941 Ambnss-dor COrcw renorted te the
Depertinent of Stote on ths current situctien in J 9on. He worned 2gninst
~cecentonee of ~ny thcery th-l tne . t-koening ~nd fin- 1 (xhnaustica of J~pIncsc
fin-nci-l ~nd cconomic ruscurccs wenld rogalt shortly in Joponts ccll-rsc s
~ milit~rist nrtion. He oeinted out th-t dis~itc scvere cuts in industrinl
out~ut, the loss of mecst of J rnn's ecommerc., ~nd the denlctieon of nntionel
r.sources, such - collnsc hn net ocewrrec; dut iastecd there w=s being
drrsticzlly prosceutod ths anbcgrotica of J=omss noticntl ceencny. Lvents
s¢ f-r, h. ssid, hrd eiven nc su~port for the vicw th:at wr in the Far Enst
coule best be ~verted by imrceition ¢f commcreinl dabrrzcocs. Ho sald thot
censidering the tumper of tho —cople of Japna it vis dongerously uncert.in
tc basc United Stat.us rnolicy on = vic: thrt th: immesiticn of pregrossive =nd
rigcrous cconomic me-sur:s would nrebnbly z2virt war: that it »-s thc vicw of
the Embassy th:it war vould nct ba ~virtud by such =2 coursc,

The himb-ssrdcr s-id ib wrs ais rucnese to ansure ~goinst tho United
St2tes beecoming invelved in wor vid!: Jopnr through ~ny misconcopticon of
Japincss eantelity te plunge snto = "suicidnl struzgl. " with us. Althcugh
r."zon, he s~id, woul?d figtatc -pgrinsi such » anppening, our own stondords
cf lecic could neobt bc uscd to me~surce Joprncsc rationslity. vhil: we nced
not bc ovirly cencerncd by thic M"helliges." utter-nccs of the Japancesce »ress,
it would be shert-sighted to undorcstum~tc th. obvicus priprrations of Japan;
it would be shert-sizhtc? alsc if our policy w'rc¢ boscd on * belicf that these
proproticns smountid morcly to sater rattlineg, Finzlly, hc wusrned of the
ncssibility cf J-onn's ~“onting mensures with dramtic °ndé “ongcerous sudden-
ncss which might m~ke incvitable » war *dith the Unitced Statcs.

Four days 1 ter, on November 7, Scerctsry Hull stoted =t = Cabinet
mecting that rel-ticns beotuinen Japsn and the United States were extromcly
criticcl *md thst thore wrs "iumincent possibility" thet Japsn mizht at sny

tizme st rt - now milit-rv aovemeat of conquest by foree. It thercupon beesme
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the censcnsus of the Cobinct th-t thc critical situnticn ndght w211 be
carhnelocd in srceches in order tht thc ceuntry would, if'possibl_, be bitter
prenarcd for such a develeornent. sccordingly, Scerctary of the Navy Knox
dclivor.d an afdross on Novenbor 11, 1741 1in which h: statcd that we were not
cenly cenfreontid +ith the eectsity of orxtrome measurcs of sclf-def:onsc in the
rtlzntic, bubt wl wore "lik.visc facad vith grim vossibilitics on the cther
sidc of the world -- on th. far sidc of thc Yacific"; that the racific no
Lves then the Atlantic called for instant rcadiancss Jor defensc. On the

sams day Uncdcr Sceretaory ¢ State cllis, earrying out th. Cabinct suzgcestion
11 an address, statsd that bovond th ¢tlintic a sinistor an? »itiless
coriqueror nad reducod mers tian half of uronc to abj.ct surdden and that in
ta Tar Tast the samc ferccs eof cenquist tiere menacin: the safcty of all
aatdens cerdering cn the Tacific. The waves of -vorle conguast wore "broaking
high both in the Zast and in the “ust", he said, znd were. thr.atening, more
ant mers uith cach nessing dav, "to cniulf our ova shorus". M. warncd that
the Tnited States was in far zrcater neril than in 1917; that Mat any nonont
WAr .2V o Icrced uaern us',

Un November 17 :abassador Sriw :sbled Irow Tekyo that ia calling
attunticn to th. necoceity for vigilance arainst suden Janznoes. asval or
rilitary attac! in re-icns nct thoen invelved in the Chanesce-Jdar~snosc conflict,
he considarcd it ~rovablc that tac Ja~avse ea’d mske usc of Lvery cossible
L-etical advantag., incluins surnris. end initiatzve, The Ambassader saig
tiiat 1 . Ju-an th.r. wis an witre: ol offective ccatril cver wilitary informa-
td¢ ¢ 20 that as - Co.as.quence’ 18 was unliltely that the Embassy weuld be
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