OPNAV-16-223

PR AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassfy when

filled out)

. GENERAL . .

(a) Unit Reporting _ Vi=liY (b) Basedonorat __ USH SAN J¢ WCIHTO (¢) Report NO_QQ

(d) Take off- Date A0 August 19h5 Time (LZT)A328(=9)  (Zone); Lat. 39=19 N Long._+h3=37T E

(e) Mission Bomb A/C at Mamurogawa A/F, Honsha
 OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

) Time of Return 1816_539) (Zone)

r T R —
TYPE | SEUARRON o T e | diin * BOMBS AND TORPEDOES | ‘UZE SETTING
\ T'(‘;F'PQ’ Eﬂg@ff ';[:4% ATTTFT‘QJE'PG CARRIED (PER PLANE) |
(a) (b) | (cr (d) (e) | (f) | (g)
' e R E - Inst, lose
B3 (VA9 0 9 0 | O | 9 | Lk=500g GPe | o0 Tadl ]
| | . |
1 OTHER U. S OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THlS OPERAT'ION - N -
' TYPE QUADRUN NUMBER BASE TYPE | SQUADRON | mUMBER B .
(AG=l) Lexington (AG=94), liancock (i -;‘bél__ggg_nﬁlz___ﬂf;r, FUR - 2
e I FOFe5 (V-9 | 6 | USS SAN JACINIO
FOF=5P VF=49 | 2 | USS SAN JACINTO

IV ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR E__l__\_lGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) TS {e) (d) (e) ., o i Iy (g)
TYPE | NO NO ENGAGING | TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED,; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
= : N
dm_ghapﬂnd ) ) _ (ZONE) | ] | R i ) % I )
|
~ (ZONE) | o 3 3 i e
_(ZONE) | - 3 B -
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) . ) et

Did Any Part of
| (1) Encomhr ) Occur in Clouds? 1f so, Describe Clouds -

IYES OR NO)
Time of Day and Brilliance "
- (l) o SR B OB et et e e e e b e S B | \/IS!blh’f\/

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(NIGHT. BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)  (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). o
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
LIPS, e | ' ' 1 OR G | | WHERE HIT, ANGLE S
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C l SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER } - GUNS USED = Ril, ANGL CLAIMED
3 i e ———— = Kot i . = B 5 A= - TEEF E— = — e IS N =y A e - . = - S = i - e = |i 1 —
Hone aTM < S - , 3 ot = |
|
| |
\ 1
|
o o
- —'T ;
i
| - . - |
— .
- _I[ = N
e Y g v 3L
11 1 ExcLosure (P) |
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VI LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in 11 only).

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

I,

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

REPORT No 3@

e —— T — e

(c) (d) (e)

: TYPE (g;‘)’N_A/C ' SQUL‘%)RON TYPEC(?L[JJP%IE OEYSEEEQNAET&Nﬁ CCAU&E stgi}:EsEghrTg; rta):!-r\\iGLeEquﬂ;;tenatrrﬂ?;) (Give glﬁlgﬂfer%i nLu(a'lSt?erpcﬁ‘ S&Ar?;f(?gflffME(j}
.

2 THie3 50 calibre or _

3 :

4 et

5 .

6 _ =

1 of S y - .

8 o 5 3 —— : - i}
b Y _ TR, SN i
0o | ) e e NI _ 2
1y - - e > Y e e .

12 e L . B N B B
13 B -

14 ) ) - o e = ™
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at |eft)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

NO. | SQUADRON NAME. RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
___None | pda )

B . - NP, R y N
Y e e o b e -
ViIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
a1 s b _;}____ T_m_________ gy - | .., @ LT (g TOTAL Eﬁ\f&?Uﬁl"ﬁoN_"E;p*EﬁB[é_w___" ________ AW
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL | ——— et g oA, NO. OF PLANES
A/C | ouT | RETURN | N AIR | LOADED | CONSUMED | EE %_(*_ | 2omm | Mmoo | RETURNING
TH=3 T el — b5 13— ——— 9
. 18 . O (R TR W P ) ) ) _l e JES 3
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
 CALIBER e NONE "MEAGER MOBE%EE e INTENSE

HEAVY — Time-fused shells 75mm and over B B U SU; SUIN—— ) e 3
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm- 50mm ) ¥ -

L IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13 2mm . X

X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE,

SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT
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i Je 20 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

sheat Jaklad filled out)

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
REPORT No . 3@

X1. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).ms %
(a) Target(s) and Location(s)_. A/Q at mimﬁ Honslma  (b) Time Over Targeﬂslléﬂ(ﬂ.-.,,@oneﬁ

(FOR SH! AREATUNDER ATTACK)
COVE

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF

(c) Clouds Over Target

(d) Visibility of Target__Glear L et e el g (e) Visiility____ 45 4 ey N
(CLEAR, HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) &N {(MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type _Shallow glides __Bomb Sight Used_3-Maxrk VII1 g
(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYFE)
Bombs Dropped per Run ﬁuw_i_-,_g,-_ Spacing - Seleeb  Altitude of Bomb Release 2500=1000
(NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed & __Probably Destroyed __ O  Damaged lio estimale
(h) ' (i) [ NG AJCATTACKING | amune. gt Ve sanifiiin e TR e e U = A
DIMENSIONS OR — e BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITS Cn DAMAGE (None sliaht
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON _ EXPENDED EACH AIMING POINT Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
P About | 1l plane seen (o
C VT-4h9 | 32=500# Gy | D burne
i Wl . Not Serious damage

° - =
(o) ® gmlq not relesse “‘?ﬁm aver 'aifrf}%ld% s _ o -
O/ RES o For 211 hits claimed on ship targefs and for land targets of special interest, Graw Giagram, 10D Ol Siiie it - | ———
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify PO < e P |
B '_-;.' + Begfh 4 ; : ——- _ 2 I

1 & 3. Score much less
than msorning strike
because olher groups
sent in first burned
many of the less dif-
ficult to find planes
not d.ﬂmﬁ before.
Cur flight had time for
fewer runs to search
out those still Lidden.

one in this photo, away
froa field.

(p) Were Photographs Taken? Yoo Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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e X1 TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL BATA. (Narrative and comrent Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and .
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Oftensive Tactics, Own
i ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
X ", Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Puil-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. wher

filled out)

REPORT No____ 30

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

After frultful hunting and success at finding camouflaped aircraft
at Masurogewa in the morning strike by this Adr Croup, the Task Croup
Commander ordered the afternoon lasy strike to return to the hills of
North Central Honshu, with SAR JACINTO coordinating. Lieut. Peters was
ciosen to lead, and nine Avengers were catapulted at 1330 for another |
hddden plane hunting expedition, invelving flights froam all five carriers,

One flight preceded this one and in departure from the Task Group,
the others joined up on the VI-49 plunes as a heading was taken toward
the flonsha coast., In view of the weather observed en route, and the
knowled e that no high altitude, high speed runs could e made at the
target, the coordinator tuck his flight only to 10,000 feet, On account
of the size and nature of the tars-t, with planes to be found and destroyed
only by scooting along the deck and continual strafing rats, it was
planned to have only one Alr Croup at a tize on the target for approx-
imately ten minutes each,

Hllowy cumulus en route made it difficult to keep the flights
Logether, and one flight lost contact and never reached the turget,
Lieut. Peters, with two other flights, following his lead, lost sight
of the Lexington flight ahead, and ten minutes befure Mamurogawa

was localed, he was informed that thls flight was over the field and
ready o mske runs. Perm ssion was granted, although planes were not
easily locuted Ry the first group to go in. lieut, Peters next sent in
another big flight, who scouted out a number of camcufloged and widely
dispersed planes, Decause of the inadvisability of keeping too many
phanes orblting, with not much time remsining, he early sent one of the
bhg flights to join sume of the VF-49 plones, which had successful 'y
Located another "gold mine" on a nearby fleld and were able to point
them out to the newly arrived planes,

fidth two groups having sade many runs over lamuropawa, whide
SAK JACINTO planes orbited with the coordinator-leader, the FORTY
NINFR'S had about fifteen minutes over the target. The nuanting by
tiils tice was more difficult. Planes chuld not be s otted from
altitudes at which it was safe to drop a 500 pounder. Lt. Livingston
flushed a Betty cr Sally in scme trees with his bombs, Lts(ig)

Prudtt and Sartlett ench collected another strafling tkophy, the first
& alngle engine in a clump of trees lNortheast of the irregularly shaned
field, the latter a twin., Fnaign Milburn sncked a single engine which
did not fire until his next time around,

Lisut. Peters had instructed each flisht to return separately, and
although this squadron was the last to return to the Task Group, it wvas
a disappointment to the pilots and gunners (who had extrae turret "rations”
along) that they could not stay overtise to seek out the planes they knew
¢ould be found,

One ane was hit by .50 calibre wiich may have been ricochet from
anotier plane, Otherwdse no planes were damaged, no A/A trucer five
chserved,

Fictures taken by Lhe rudiomen revealed more planes untouched in
thds backwoods plane stockpile. The accompanying picture illustrates
how difficult the Jjob of finding them was from the air. Vertical
photoa falled to uncover what oblicues revesled,
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ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
\FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

| ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY

Ch&r:_lel_ H. Fu}hr’

Lt(jg)UsHR, ACIO

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at lett.
Use additional sheets if necessary).

REPORT No.— m

(Page 4 continued)

In comsenting as the coordinator, 1ieut., Peters st:ted that he felt
it much more satisfsctory for a small flight, say one or o My Croups,
to work over this type of target. Conventional glide bombing cot
not be done, not only because of the weather but beczuse of the difficulty
in finding the planes. There was rooa for about 20 planes at a time al X
that field. Fortunately the flishts diverted to nearby fields were able

to zet planes by careful looking and oant.imml straling.

APPROVED BY:

SIGNATURE

e S —————

11l Aupguast 1745

Carl H. Peters, z,iout._(al).ttitr&‘t_,‘:amdso

SIGNATURE

" RANK AND DUTY RANK AND DUTY DATE

8 e G Rl and
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