HEADOUARTERS
U.S5. STRLTEGIC BOL'BING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
AP0 234
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO: 140 PLACE: Tokyo
DATE : 16 Oct 45

Division of Origin: Civilian Defense
SUBJECT: Great Japan Air Defense Association
Perscnnel interrogated and background of each:

1. MATSUITTRA, Mitsuma - Chief of the Great Japan
L1r Defense Association
(DAI NIPPOI BOKU KYOXAI)

2. IADA, Senzo - Vice Admiral, lianaging
director and second in
cormrandg .

3. HIGASHI, Hiro - Chief accountant (chief of
account closing at nresent)

4. KIBA, Takeo - Chief cof Operation and
| PFducetion (sssistant ze-
countant at nresent)
“here interviewed: Kojinachi-ku, Nagato-cho, Ichi-chore 17
Interrogator: Colonel Howard L. Yocur

interpreteor: Lr Shoil Hirai

Allied Officers Present: Colonel B« Be ClDgson
Lt Colonel B. '« Beers
(All are assigned Major L. 0., Goas
personnel of the LTt Condr s Emory
Civilian Defense Lt Condr B Rice
Division) Lt O. R. Leudecke
Lt (jg) Cs B« Ripley
Ensien Ce De Sheldon

oLUEMARY ¢

The interrogation covers the organization, adriinistra-
tion, and scope of operations of The Great Japan .iir Defense
association (DAI NIPPON BOXU KYOXAI), its relationship
with other civilian defense organizations, and the extent
AT pubhlic coon~ratinrn in carrying out the Progrean.,
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I NTERROGATION

Symbols: (@ - Question by the Interrogatocr.

il e

A = Answer by the witness

Al+« Answer supplied by the interpreter.

“That was the date of the creation of this organization®
Aprdl 28, 1939,

"lTas it created by Imperial order, but through the efforts
of the Ministry of Home Affairs with the backing of the
Arny and Navy.

It was created at the suggestion of the Army and Navy?

The Arnmy and Navy desired it very nuch.

Did the Ministry of Home Affairs give your organization
an official charter?

Yes, we have an official charter.

Do you have a copy of the charter?

Yes.

Do you have it here?

The original was burned, but we have a copy here for you,
"las the original charter ever arended?

He is not sure, but he thinks that thz charter was anen-
ded twice.

Are those revisions in this book?

Yes they are. On 31 March 1941 one anendnent was made.
This was the first amendrent and reduced the contribu-
ticn fees. The second anendment was made in 1943,

and increased the membership fee from 1 yen to 3 yen,

A dilscussion then ensued concerning the possibility of
a third amendrment; it was finally determnined that there
was no third amendment, and that only tvo amendments
had been made to the original charter.

"Tas there ever a change in the original policy of this

. Drganizationy

No, there was never a changec.

How was the association financed?

At first it was financed by voluntary contributions,
and the contributor automatically becare a nember of
the Association.

In what manner was the organization financed?

Every year they had a subsidy of 100,000 yen fronm the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
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"lere there any rmunicipal contributions; frorm the cities,
towns, prefectures, ete.?

Besides the hone office, they organized branch associa=-
tions in various localities and these branch associa-
tions collected contributions. These branch associa-
tions gave the hone officer 202 of their collections.

"Tere there any other contributions besides these fron
the Government and nembers?

NO .

"Tere the funds collected from members in the fornm of
dues or 1n the forr of eontriputionsy

They had different classes of nembers; the class was
decided by the anount contributed.

their 1n1tiq1 contr1but10n°

It depended on the anount contributed. Those people who
contributed a large amount at first did not vpay nen-

bership fees 1o ter.

To whon did the Assoelatlion sceodunt 1or the Iudrnds that
they reccilved?

They nade an accounting to the Minister of Hone .ffairs,
provided the figurcs were approved by the Directors

of the Asscciation.

Then after the sccount was approved by their ocwn Dir-
ectors thny subnitted it to the lMinister of Hone
AfTelrs; 1ls thaet sorrecis

Yes.

“"here wes the hore office or the rnain otfrice of this
crganization?

In this building. (address given p-1, under "Location").
How msny branches did they have?

Porty-seven (47) 1in all.

Did each of those branches account to the home office?
Once a year they reported to the home office.

Did these branches account to the Mlnlst“y of Horg 5
falrs Nlnﬂstry'lniividually9 -

They only reported to the Home Affairs Ministry when it
was absolutely necessary, or when the lMinistry had
requested a report.

"That percentage of their funds did the branches subnit
to the hone office?

20% of their contributions were to be turnced in to the
Home office but that rule wasn't followed very strictly.

What was the reason for that?
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They needed the nono& at the branch offices, and they
asked the home office to wait for a while, and finally
forgot all about it.

Then the war ended and they never paid; is that correct?

In sone prefectures they never collected the estimated
amount and had to hold the noney they had for a while,

How were the funds collected by the hone office?
At first they collected a large amount; that was at the
start of the organizationédand they were able to pay

/

their expenses with the 20% that was being sent in by
the branch offices.

Did the prefectural governors collect the rnoney cr did
the branch office collect it?

The branch office collected it, but since the prefectural
governor was usually the head of the branch office, it
could be said that he collected it.

How were the officers chosen in the home office?

At first they were appointed by the Ministry of Hone
Affeirs during the course of organizing the /ssocla-
tion; later it was according to the procedure set

forth in the Chartecr,

How were the officers selected for the branch offices?
The rules 2nd regulations for the selection of officers
is found in Articles 1 to 15 of the Appendix to thec
Charter,

"Tere the officers on full-tine duty?

The higher officials were, in principle, on a full=-tine
basis, and generally they did not have enough work to do
and did rot devote all their time to the Association.

Did they have outside interests in other businesses,
or a private business of their own?

Something like that; some of the men were businessmen
and had other affairs to attend to.

Were they pald for their services as officers in the
Association?

They received 3000 yen per year at first, but were
later raised t> 5000 yen per year.

Did they all receive the same amount?
Yes.

What officers were paid?

The top three only; the President, and two vice-presidents,
Did the Managing Director, several other directors,

several Inspectors, members of the Permenent Council,

members of the Temporary Council also receive a
salary?

They were honorary positions and did not receive any pay.
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Were the secretary and the Treasurer paid for their
services?

Yes, they were classified as cemployees and as such
recelved pay. Enployees were paid, but the officers
were not.

| |

Just the president, Vice-presidents, and cnployees were
palid then; is that correct?

Yes, that is right, and there were also three of the
ranaging directors paid.

Wes there any government=2l surervision of the functions
and operations of this Association?

They received directives from the Hone Affairs Minis-

try and also had to subnit reports to the Minister of
Home Affairs.

“That was the nature of the directives received from the
Ministry of Home Affairs?

They were under the supervision of Home Affairs in
reality because the president was the Minister of Honme
Affairs hinself, Hc issued the directives and they
were not official without his signaturc.

Did the governnent azctually exercise any supervision
over the selection of any of the offcials?

"/hatever supervision the governnent was to exercise
is taken up in Article 19 of the Charter.

"las the Minister of Homne Affairs a member of this
issociation?

In reality, the Ministry could not spare his tine and
he became a member in name only.

Did the Association prrovide any protective equipnent
to the citizens in the way of fire fighting equipnent,
ga8 delenige, alel

The Associction itself did not distribute air defensec
implenentse

How about gas masks, helmets, etc?

They did not distribute the equipment themselves, but they
took care of the financila cnd of it - in other words,
they pald Tor it

Whe distributed the material?
The cities and municipalities made the distribution.

Wlas distribution made to only nembers of the Association
or to all the public?

Distribution was made to the general public,
"That equipment was issued in this manner?

Gas masks, hand pumps, some cngine (grsoline) purps,
helmets, buckets, and very few ambulances.
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How about shovels ~nd axcs?

They were not issucd.
"That percentage of the population got gas masks?

In the larger cities they had a pretty good percentage
but in the snaller cities they had almost none.

Do you have a list or a statement showing all the equip-
Ment distributed by the Association?

They do not have the exact numbers, because their files
were burned, but they will be glad to supply an aprnroxi-
nate anount.

Can they give it now?

They wlll look it up and subnit a written report tonor-
row nerning.

Give us the channel through which this equipment was
issued; did it go from the hone office to the rmunici-
palities; Just how was it issued?

The Hone /Affairs Office sent an order to the factory
giving the cuantity ci cgaipnent regquired., The fac-
tory thcn delivered the nesterial to the lcezl and
prefectural officess The local and prefectural offices
then distributed the ecuipment to tne general public
who, 1in turn, pald the loeal office for the equipnent
recelved. The local office then sent the roncy received
for the equipnient to the Dal Nippon alr Defense lLeague,
which nade payrient to the factcry or the nanufacturer.
in line with this, the Honte Affairs Cfflce sont the
local and prerectural offices subsidy noney to cover

the expence of this equipnient. The local offices were
charged with the responsibility of supplying the Hone
Affairs Orfice with distribution requests showing the a-
riount of equipnent desired for thelr individual
localitias,

Tas the equipment given to the citizens or was it
loaned to tnem?

The Association rececived rnenecy for it. The general
public bought the egquipnent.

Did they (the general public) reccive the money fronm the
Association to buy the equiprient?

No, the citizens paid for the equipment with their own
MONICY «

The Home Affairs Office nade the contract, bought the
equipnent from the manufacturer and then through the

local offices sold the equipnment to the cltizens;
Ls that correct?

The civilian air defense. implenents were subsidized by
the Home COffice to the extent of 1/2 their cost; they

bought the equiprnent and the citizens had to pay half
the actual cost of it.

What division or whet scction cof the Association was
resporisible for the tralning of civiliasrn defense pers=
sonnel and the general public?
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A. This Association had nothing to do with training, ex-
cept 1ssuing pamphlets.,

Qe What section was charged with the issuance of pamphlets?

A. That organization was divided into three parts or sec-
tions; the 2nd section took care of the issuance of .
naterial and the education of those who were to becone
leaders of the training program. The actual training
was done by the various governmental agencies.

Qe - "Tho was in charge of that section?

A« Rear Admiral WADXK.

Qe Does he have a complete file on all the publications
that were issued to the public?

Al. They will show you what they have., Their conplete file
was burned and destroyed.

Qe "Were these publications sold or given to the public?
A+ The only price charged was the actual cost of the booklet.
Q. 'That was the 3rd section in the Department?

A. They were charged with the issuance of materials to
the general public.

Qe Was Admiral WADA in charge of the 3rd Section?

A. Lt General KAWAMURA was in charge of that section. His
address is 200 Tujido, Fujisawa-Shi, Kanagawa-Ken.,

Q. '""herc does the Adnmiral live and how can he be reached?
Al. His address is 153 Ogigatani, Kamakura-Shi, Kanagawa-

Ken. He comes to Tokyo one day a week, and can be
reached at his home. He lives about 40 miles from Tokyo.

Qe "hat was the relationship of the Association with the
Neighborhood Group (TONAIR-GUMI)?

Ae. There was no direct connection.

Q. "as there any connection with the Block Associations?

A. No, thcre was no connection.

Q. 'ere the student groups part of TONARI-GUMI?

Al. They were not in TONARE-GUMI, but were a separatec
group. The school children belonged to the individual
TONARI-GUMI located in their owm neighborhood.

Q. "hat was the rclationship between this organization and
the student group?

A. None,

Qe Did our organization have any connection with the ob-
servation group?

AL, None, except that they made presents of goods and fooa

and sonetimes money to the watchers while they were on
duty,
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That was the attitude of the public toward the acceptance

of the program that was issucd by this Association?

The Association had no way of understanding their atti-
tude because there was no direct connecticn with the
public,

Tho witness hos stated that the pamphlets were purchased
by the pecople for a nominal pricej; were they widely pur-
chased; was there a great desire on the part of the
public to purchase thaese booklets and panphlets?

At first the public was rather skeptical about the
pamphlets, but later, as the raids becane mnore scvcere,
they desired to have the pamprhleéts.

About when did he find an interest suddcnly taking
place on the part of the public?

Around the spring of 1943. From that tine on they took
quite an interest in the pamphlcts.

'Ing that the first tirme the public started to buy the
couinrient they needed?

YOS

"Ing civilicn dcfense at any tine abandoned by this
Lssocintion 2s boing uscless or futile?

Lt first vhen the neorle began to have an intercst in
civilian defonse they did not ccnsider this lisscela-
tion so irmortant the they did not feel tho nced of
sticH 8y arganalZation,

Tas the plaa cventually abandoned, or did the Assocla-
tioin keep ur until the end of the war?

At first the people saw no use for the Asgociatlion
becaase thev had not been subjeet to air raids, and then
whaa the roids did come the Associnticn was NOWCr1lass

to help tre mublie beczuse they could not eet the goods
and irp.erioniSa

"at einpnrt was given to the Associaticn by the Arnmy
c’ll’ld R\l Vy s

They had rp Tilsneisgl support fror the arny and Navy, but
the frivy and davy consented to assist in supniying per-
sonrct foi the Aienciation, and Adnirael Yada and General
Karmirs wares sislzZnsa.

Did tho Ay =n¢ the Navy assist in getting together any
of the litacebure®

Soretine they sent in 2 new nanuscript for the pamp-
hlets., Trey wrote different articles to be nublished

in the bococklets, |

That steps have been t-oken to liquicdate the organization®

They have received an order from the Minister of Hone
Affairs to liquidate the Associction.

*Mhen was it given?

He is not surc of the exact date, but it w-s sometlinc
around the 28th of .iugust.
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If they were to repeat the organization and operation of
the Association, what changes, improvements, corrections,
cte., would they make in the organization as they had it
before?

That is a difficult question to answer. It will be
subnitted in writing.

Did the Association have anything to do with the devel-
oprient and construction of air raid shelters?

At first they sent out instructions on how to build shel-
ters but later on they had nothing at all €o do with
that.

The witness discloscd that the Association had sent
out information on the construction of air rald
shelters, but after a while they were asked by
Prenier Tojo nct to publish such informatlon or

to build any new shelters. They then stopped con-
struction.

Does he nean that at that time there was no further
policy regarding the construction of sheltersj were
they forbidden?

Prenier Tojo did not prohibit it, but just about
prohibited 1it.

WThat was the reason for that?

He is not sure of the recasons He thinks 1t was for
psychological reasons because if there werc sufficient
shelters then the public would go into then during a
raid and refuse to help fight the fircs.

"Tho can we see to question regarding the type of shel-

ter you have here in the yard? (Threce different types

of shelter were in the immediate vicinity of the build-
ing in which the interview took place).

Those shclters were put there as samples by the nanu-
facturer, and we are not sure who put them there.

Did the Asscociation have anything to do with the
developrient of air protection for railroads, factories,
harborsy ete®

As an organization they had nothing to do with pro=
tection of railroads or harbors, but they had a desire
to go into this type of work.,.

Did the Ministers of Transpcrtation and Conmrunicetions
handle thcir own air defense natters?

Yes, they did.

Due to their contacts and activities in this matter, do
they know the individuals who handled the plans for the
air defense of these places?

They do not know,
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