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Christianity ; had Orw.mmapzm&‘ not been, neither had it been. Christianity also commands
us, before all, to be resigned to God. We are to take no counsel with flesh-and-blood ; give
ear to no vain cavils, vain sorrows and wishes: to know that we know nothing; that the
worst and cruelest to our eyes is not what it seems ; that we have to receive whatsoever he-
falls us as sent from God above, and say, It is good and wise, God is great! < Though he

slay me, yet will I trust in Him.’ Hm?.E means in its way Denial of Self, Annihilation of
oelf. This is yet the highest Wisdom that Heaven has revealed to our Earth.
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Such light had come, as 1t could, to illunin .
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Byt . ate the darkuess o_.h. this wild Arab soul. A con-

) sed dazzling ﬁuwgﬁoﬂ. as om Eo and Heaven, in the great darkness which threatened to be ”

3 .nm%&r“ he called it revelation and the angel Gabriel ;—who of us yet can know what to call _m

: . 1 ¢ q S & : . . \ :

ﬂ H a H__..p:m the Emwzmﬁow of ES, Almighty that- a1veth us understanding. To know ; to get ;

1nto the trutn of anything, is ever a mystic act,—of which the best Liogies can but babble on |
_ ]

!
v the surface. *Ts not Belief the true god-anmnouncing Miracle ¥ says Novalis,—That Maho
fir . | )

met’s whole | : k. ‘ .,
. | soul, set in flame with this grand Truth vouehsafed him, should feel as if it were i
importan i ; .

Bus P t and the only impox tant thing, was very natural. That Providence had unspeala-
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hound to make known the same to all creatures; this is what was meant by ° w?roEmﬁ is the

w | Prophet of God ;’ this woo 1s not without its true meaning.
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After some three years of small success, he invited forty of his chief kindred to
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tainment ; and there mSo&.ﬁU and told them what his pretension was: that he had this thing
to promulgate abroad to all men ; that it was the highest thing, the one thing : which of them
would second him in that? Amid the doubt and silence of all, young Ali, as yet a lad of

sixteen, impatient of the silence, started-up, and exclaimed in passionate fierce language,

M

N That Lie would! The assembly, among whom was Abu Thaleb, Ali’s Father, could not be

w unfriendly to Mahomet; yet the sight there, of one unlettered elderly man, with a lad
\
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of sixteen, deciding on such an enterprise against all mankind, appeared ridieulous o ZEE

the assembly broke-up in langhter. Nevertheless it proved not a laughable thing; it was
very serious thing!
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As for this young Ali, one eannot but like him. A noble-minded croature; full of
affection, of %m&. daring. Something chivalrous in him ; brave as a lion; yet with a grace, a |
truth and affection worthy of Christian knighthood. He died by assassination in the Mosque

at Bagdad ; a death oceasioned by his own generous fairness, confidence in the fairness of
, others: he said, If the wound proved not unto death, they must pardon the Assassin: but if
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it did, then they must slay him straightway, that so they two in the same hour might appear
before God, and see which side of that quarrel was the just one!
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H _ _ Naturally he gave offence to everybody: Who is this __ that pretends to be wiser than hﬁw ’ *
hae all, that rebukes ﬁm.pF as mere fools and worshippers of wood! Abu Thaleb the good |
,..ﬁ/ | | | Gﬁ&m mw&a with him: QoﬂE he WS*U be silent about all that; believe it all for himself, and .‘
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not trouble others, anger the chief men, endanger himself and them all, talking of it?
Mahomet answered : If the Sun stood on his right hand and the Moon'of his left, ordering

him to hold lis peace, he could not obey! No ; there was something in this Truth he had

- ® ; . ; Y e T . :
got which was of Nature herself; equal in rank to Sun, or Moon, or whatsoever thing Nature

had made. It would speak itself there, so long as the Almighty allowed it, in spite of Sun
and Moon, and all Koreish and all men and things. It must do that, and conld do no other.
Mahomet answered so; and, they say, ‘burst into tears.” Burst into tears: he felt that
Abu Thaleb was good to him ; that the task he had got was no soft, but a stern and great one.
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Mahomet is not solicitous of sympathy from ug; but his outlook at this time was one of
the dismalest. He had to hide i In caverns, escape in disguise ; fly hither and thither ; home-

less, in continual peril of his Eo. More than once it scemed all-over with him; more than
once it turned on a straw, some rider’s horse taking fright or the like, w

hether Mahomet and
his Doctrine had not ended there, and not been heard of at all.

But it was not to end so.
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He was now becoming an old man; his friends sinking round him one by one; his path
desolate, encompassed with mpumg. : unless he could find hope in his own heart, the outward

12

face of things was but hopeless for him. It is so with all men in the like case. Hitherto -

Mahomet had Hﬁoﬁmmmo& to publish his Religion by the way ot ?mpor:ﬁ and persuasion

alone. DBut now, driven foully out of his native country, mEnm unjust men had not only

given no ear to his earnest Heaven’s-message, the deep cry of his heart, but would not neve
let him live if he kept speaking it,—the wild Son of the Desert resolved to defend himself,
like o man and Avab, If the Koreish will have it so, they shall have it. Tidings, felt to be
of infinite moment to them and all men, they would not listen to- these; would trample them
down by sheer violence, steel and murder: well, lot steel try 1t then! Ten years more

this Mahomet had; all of fighting, of breathless impetuous foil and struggle; with what
result we know.
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Much has beén said of Mahomet’s propagating his Religion by the sword. It is no doubt
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far nobler what we have to boast of the Christian Religion, that it propagated itself peace-
ably in the way of preaching and conviction. Yet, withal, if we take this for-an argument of

L
w
:
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|
b
¥
e
Lw the truth or falsehood of a religion, there is s radical mistake in it. The sword indeed:
.m. but where will you get your sword! Every new opinion, at its starting, 1s precisely in a
¢

minority of one. In one man’s head alone, there it dwells as yet. One man alone of the
whole world believes it ; there is one man against all men. That Ze take a sword, and try to
propagate with that, will do little for him. You must first get your sword! On the whole,
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a thing will propagate itself as it can. We do not find, of the Christian Religion either, SE&

1t always disdained the sword, when onece it had got one. Charlemagne’s conversion of the

Saxons was not by preaching. I care little about the sword: 1 will allow a thing to struggle
for itself in this world, with any sword or tongune or implement it has, or can lay hold of.
_ We will let it preach, and pamphleteer, and fight, and to the uttermost hestir itself, and do,

beak and claws, whatsoever is in it ; very sure that i will, in the long-run, conquer nothing

Which does not mmmm.réo to be conquered. Whatis better than itself, it cannot put away, but

only what is worse. In this great Duel, Nature herself is nmpire, and can do no wrone:
=

the thing which is deepest-rooted in Nature, what we call truest, that thing and not the other
will be found growing at last.
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Here however, in reference to much that there is in Mahomet and his suceess, we are to

remember what an umpire Nature is; what a greatuness, composure of depth and tolerance
there is in her. You take wheat to cast into the Earth's bosom: your wheat may be mixed
with chaff, chopped straw, barn-sweepings, dust and all imaginable rubbish ; no matter : you
cast it into the kind just Barth ; she grows the wheat,—the whole rubbish she silently absorbs,
- shrouds i in, says nothing of the rubbish. The yellow wheat is growing there p the good
IGaxrth is silent about all the rest,—has silently turned all the rest to some benefit too, and
makes no complaint about it! So everywhere in Nature! She is true and not a lie; and yet “
so great, and just; and motherly in her truth. She requires of a thing only that it d¢ genuine . m
of heart; she will protect it if so; will not, if not so. - There is a soul of truth in all the
things she ever gave harbour to.
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Alas, 18 not this the history of all highest Truth that comes or ever came into the world?
The body of them all is imperfection, an element of light i darkness : to us they have to come
embodied in mere liogie, in some merely scientific Theorem of the Universe; which cannot he
complete ; which .eannot but be found, one day, incomplete, erroncous, and so die and
disappear. The body of all Truth dies; and yet in all, I say, there is a soul which never |

dies; which in new and ever-nobler embodiment lives immortal as man himself! Tt is the |
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%m‘u«iﬂmﬂy Nature. The genuins essence of Truth never dies. That it be genuine, a voice |

from the great Deep of Nature, there is the point at Natwre’s judgment seat. What we call *
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pure or impure, is not with her the final question.

Not how much orm.m 1S In yon; but
whether you have any wheat.

Pure! I might say to many a man: Yes, %oﬂ are pure; pure -
enough ; _uﬁ you are chaff,—insincere rﬁuogmmum hearsay, for EME&‘ ; you never were in

contact with the ereat heait of the Universe at all’; you are properly neither
you are nothing, Nature has no business with you.
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Hover’d thy spirit o’er thy sorrowing son,
Wretch even then, life’s journey just begun ?
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Perhaps thou gav'st me, though unfelt, a kiss:
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Perhaps a tear, if souls can weep in bliss—
Ah, that maternal smile! It answers—Yes.
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Adieus and farewells are a sound unknown.
May I but meet thee on that peaceful shore,
The parting sound shall pass my lips no more!
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Thy maidens, griev’d themselves at my concern,

Oft gave me promise of thy quick retuim.

What E%mﬁ% I wish'd I long believ'd,

And, Emmwm_oEg@ wm: was still deceiv'd.

By expectation every mm.w beguil’d,
Dupe of to-morrow even from a child.

M
h
|
|
|
J
m
|

E&Q ﬂibs@é%ﬁUﬁﬁ(K@Lt
Ef%ﬁtﬁbikisabtivtﬁb? R - GO

TEX .Zn..tmﬂu.uﬁn.ﬁﬁb(zn.»ﬂ_&nrpae
%&ﬁﬂ AR X -HURoOR

L |
L BT i i e - ‘-- 1
el Ly - y f i S
e i Lt N R e A YW g Tl Vi s L F B, Lot ars e

o ol
i Z “.l s .... .- i ..i .-.. 5 n - . L L =
B P T R L P 4 AL .
o - e W E el A s e .m.L - . ¥ i . . :
i - TR el =y " nww,-._...\v P Tt _._% % I T - . e . E g
O el szt ol ity i ul_.-i m.m.-\-ﬁp Jlii-..ﬂ ..‘.m..- ......H.Iu .-.H.ﬂ...ru_. DAtV ear 0 e T R T T . g R - . & % oo : s s
p e ; Tw A it * a7 aai WL T I . W vl et e ey - e e . ;
s e : : - ; ot .5 . - i o R R AL T e S SL T PO =4 et e = e .
SRR i e e N T LR A R B T e et Yt e L Jie i e L vt
or I o & i R s - S i !..l.t.lul._-.lll..-r. i i .I..-. ......r adiial ...Ilr._...— " i L .l..uh..l e ] . l_._jt . gt el i -i-l{..-_ e W ||....r.ll._-_ Ll i .._.
* L4 L T’ g i o i - L A T e 1T oW ke S 4 a iy
i — ks P b ;



TR T A~ i Pt W e 7 T Y ST Y T~ T kT g e R
» wgUEA TR T - - ) ¥ [k 1 e v
i — OB e P ¥ s B . )

s G — s — - — -
g ,
i A
mh ) NV
ﬁ | MK L
. | \
| EAVESIRNLWI0 - EHEILIEDASHY < wO J
w A1.N<E%+bi§uﬂfﬂb._mtu\ g 3
T mﬁmﬁxbbtaﬁﬁakmméas&tmmémo
b .J. _
_m RIS © concern 4f anxiety swmd »0 ¥ DO | ibm © what & that which ¢ 4 EIE S
$ D QUBTHQEK oW S MBANERS Jhmstill ¥ K w DVIE ( 3,0 8O w
_~ JLEmdupetf Iwasadupe wm 0 { DREmT 2 2 2 wiB N RELEYRHANVNEBOVE
DMVEMP IR 00 E<EQCRIANOREEE T2 3320 ¢+ HOHEK |
Bt s N wih=C @
Thus many a sad to-morrow came and went, um
Till, all my stock of infant sorrow spent, .M
I ng.u_w at last submission to my lot; . m
‘But, though I less®*deplor’d thee, ne’er forgot. |
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‘Where once we dwelt our name is heard no move,
Childzren not thine have trod my nursery floor ;
- And where the mmpm.ump wocE day by day, )
Drew me to school along the public way,
U&ﬁﬁm@ with my bauble coach, and wrapt
In scarlet Embam warm, and velvet capt,
"Tis now become a histor v little known,
That once we omzﬂm. the pastoral house our own.
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That memory keeps of all thy kindness there

Still outlives many a storm that has effac’d
A thousand other themes less deeply trac’d.
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Thy nightly visits to my chamber made,

That thou mightst know me safe and w EEG‘ laid ;

Thy morning bounties ere I left my home,

The biscuit or confectioner y plum ;

The fragrant waters on my cheeks bestowed

By thy own hand, till fresh they shone and glowed,—
~ A1l this, and, more endearing still than all,

Thy constant flow of love, that knew no fall,

Ne'er roughened by those cataracts and breaks,
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All this still legible in memory’s page,
. And still {o be so to my latest age,
Adds joy to duty, makes me glad to pay
Such honors to Ewmm as my numbers may;
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Could Time, his flight reversed, restore 25 hours |
When, playing with thy vesture’s tissued mOJp ers, . _ “
The Eowmw the pink, and j jessamine, ? @.ﬂ | | _ |

I pricked them into paper with a pin

(And thou wast happier than myself the while ;
Wouldst softly speak, and stroke my head and smile), | w
Could those fow pleasant days again appear, |

Might one wish bring them, would I wish them here ? m
I would not trust my heart—the deax delight | :
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Thou, as a gallant bark from Albion’s ecoast

(Che stormsll weathered and the ocean crossed)

\mroo_ﬁ into port at some well-havened isle
Where spices breathe, and brighter seasons smile,

There sits quiescent on the floods, that show

Her beauteous form reflected clear below,

. While airs impregnated with incense play ]
\ Around .r_mﬁ. fanning mmra her. m?.m@.Emum 2oy, —
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To die is Innding on some silent shore,

ﬁEmum billows never Uum:._n nor tempests roar ¢
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And thy loved consort on the dangerous tide
| Of life long:since has anchored by thy side.
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And mpu‘ by day some current’s thwarting mou ce

_ Sets me more distant from a, drosperous course.
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But higher far my oroud pretensions rise—

The son of parents passed into the skies.
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And, while the wings of fancy still are free,
And I can view this mimiceshow of thee,
Time has but half succeeded in his theft—

- Thyself removed, thy power to soothe me left.
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- That hangs his head, and a’ that ?
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What though on hamely fare we dine,
Wear hoddin-grey, and a’ that;
Gié folks their silks, and knaves their wine,

A man’s a man for a’ that,
For a’ that, EE a’ that,

Their tinsed show, and a’ that;

The honest man, though e'er sae poor,
Is Eum o’ E.m_u. for a’ that.
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Ye see you birkie, ca’d a loxd,
Wha strats, and struts, and o’ that;

T - _Hrozqw hundreds éoﬂmr% at his ﬂoa
He’s but a coof for a’ ‘that;

For a’ that, and a’ that,
His riband, star, and a’ that;
. The man of independent mind,

b He looks and laughs at a’ that,
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