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At-siru-nién, M¢-Thu (1925

|~ "Tacgid: NG JANH-SAT, tur BA-NGHIEM |
| (Tanchau) A f |

" Tiét sang trung—cu'u,tho’l dén mo-thu, man niy chéi swong,

mon quay bong nhan, 14i rdi san ngé roi la bac, le the gmu

cie tréo bong vang. Luac bdly gio, dwong bud6i dém thanh gio
- mat, lai thém tring to6 lau lau, gip canh twong nhu vay,

nhirng khach phong-luu, ai la ngudi khong muwon ldy chén
‘rwou voi chung tra ma vui vay cung ban tac.

Nhung, ciing thi la dém thanh gié mat, ma nguwoi viy ké | ]

“khae, that cinh ciing khéo chiu ngwoi; béi vay cho nén, il

~cling dong mot troi mot dit, mot gio mot tring, ma ngurdi f
vui-vé, ké nhd-nhiin, mdi nguoi riéng moi canh.

Ay la: Nguwoi vui ngim céanh thém vui, nqueoi budin ngdm
canh lai xui long buon.
Trong mot khoanh vwon kia, phwong vién do chirng mot e
mau, cam quit sum sé, bwdi bong thanh mau; phia trirde y
c6 mot hang dira suon duot, phia sau thém may bui trie
xanh um; chinh gitra ¢6 moét toa nha ngoi 5 céin, vi ciit da >
lau niim, cho nén gach ngoéi cti mém, vira ngéd thily thi da
‘bi€t do 14 mot cdnh nha giau xwa vay.

Nhwrng ima, nha tuy da e, song cich o an vén khéo, trong
ngoai sau trude sach sé chang ai bhiing. Trude san ¢o trong
i cac thir danh-hoa, ¢6 ao nudi ¢4, ¢6 chd rong chim, co : |
ho tha sen, ¢6 hon non bo. Nhiing khach qua lai ngoai duong, {
hé vira ghe miit trong vao, tuy chang doi hoi ai, ma ciing biét
ngu'irl 0 trong nha dy han &t 1a mot tay hao-hoa phong-nha.

Trong moét cinh nha rit co vé phong-luu nhw vay, ma sao
trong dily lai c6 mét nguroi trai-to trat chu'ng., s hai muroi ngoai
tuoi, hmh-dung thim dam, 40 ndo au siiu, xem ra dwrong
nhw ¢6 cai tam-spr gi ma vu-udt ldm vay. .
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Bb—khac-fThm Vo 6ng, lé'*l?(ai’m-t.tn,F '; ‘Cho-gao thug - ve -
tinh Mytho céch tinh thanh chirng 12 cy 8 (I?kilb étres)

nha ong gidu ¢é di nhic¢u doi, lai thém ong la nguoi t;han&
bach, dao dirc hoan toan, cho nén ty quan chi dan nguod
nguol dBu kmh phuc. \

\Cbn ngu‘(‘)‘i trai-to mai noi trude kia vﬁn l&\con cua Ong,,
tén chang la Bo-khiic-Xuwong, tudi vira 24 xudn-thu, (th(mg
minh dinh hué, tai tri qua nhan, dién-mao khoéi ngé hinh-
dung tufin nha ; nho-hoc da thong ma tay-hoc lai thém 16i

lac. Ay ro rang la: Nén phu haua, bue tad danh, vén c}m'b'ng o
nét dat, théng minh lanh troi. gk A PR

Vi the ma c6 nhidu nha héo-hé phu-gia, déu gﬁm*@é“ |
mudn lam suoi voi ong; nhung ma, ong la nguoi lich duot
thé-tinh, cho nén nhirng ké mudn lam sudi véoi ong, tuy la
nha giau ran rat mic dﬁu,, ma ong ciing chiing ham, vi 6ng
da blet rd nhirng hang ngwoi 8y déu 1a ke tham phu phu biin,
xu quyén phu thé nén ong khinh bi ma ehding chiu hira lm,
ctr or hir goi la, cho qua ngay qua buoi. v KA Lo

Con Po-khiic-Xwong, hoc hanh tuy giéi, ma bi cau: sz
bit thing thit, cho nén chang hoc tai truong an~qn6c 5
nim, (1) nhitng ban hoc mot 1op v6i chang, ai ai cling né

miif. Ngiit vi ong xanh hay gay giit, tai mang chfing wa nhau,
strc chang hoc tuy cao, ma thi hai khoa déu héng. '

Chiing nhirng vay ma thoi, phiin thi 6ng Db-khéc-Thoi la
ngudi dao-dire, lai thém tanh tinh hao hi¢p, long da khoan
nhon, xem bac tién nhw dét, trong nhon nghia ho'n vﬁng,
nhimg ké nghéo mic ng cua (’mg ma tra khOng noi, ong
cling chfmg nd doi; con ti-dién rai bi thdt mua khong hia
ruong ma dong, ong di khong lam khd khac 1a may, lai .
con dong lia nha mup thém cho di no ma ché mua toi.
Nhiing ké ciung kho trong lang, riui c6 dau ma chét, éng
lai b thi quach quan, hoﬁc giap thém bac tlén ma chon cit.

(1) Theo 1¢ thirdng nhirng hoc-sanh tai trieéng an-quﬁc, hé hqc, W
dwoe 4 nidm (quatriéme année) thi di thilinh bing Tat-nghiép ma Rt
ra. B6-khic-Xwrong niéim thir tw thi rét ; nén phai déng tién ma hoc;
thém téi nam tha 5. _
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by ..be kln €6 tai troi ach nwoe, nhirng ké rui vi bao lut ma
. phéi doéi rach khdn cing, thi ong ciling chiing tide bac ngan,
~dem ra ma (€ caip.

| Nbu'ng bdi tanh ong tu'-thlén, chiing hay kho khﬁc va sdu B

mot cita ai, ma 6ug chi et bd thi ra hoai; s6 thau thi it, s&

- xudt thi nhiéu, lai thém luon mai 4 nim troi, mia mang . Gl

- thit bat, cho nén gia-van phai suy vi, lin lin rudng dat tiéu o
~ mon, chi con troi troi ¢6 mot cai nha ngoi nam cin voi mot R
~ maéu vuon, hué-loi ching bao nhiéu, ma tanh 6ng huy hoat
~da quen, cho nén bé nhut dung tai ndo ma khong hut. — 3 §
- That la loi thiay Manh noi chdng Iim : hé vi phu thi bat nhon, <R
- ma vi nhon thi bat phu. .
' Luc bdy gio, gia dao ctia ong tuy di suy vi, song ong
- ciing khiin khin mot long, ¢ ldy chiv thanh ban ma lam

Ngév kia ong dang xoi nuéc vol ba, b?)ng thdy tén linh

tram ngodi ngo budce vao, chdp tay xa ong roi trao cho ong

- mot phong tho; viée tinh cd nén khong bxét la tho cua ai, . e

~d&n khi moé ra xem hét diu duéi thi mai ro la tho etia mot &

nguwoi ban-hiru cua ong tén la Hoang-hiru-Tam dang lam oo

thiiu-khoan (Entrepreneur) ¢ Biic-ky ; Ong ndy von la ngwéi e

Vinhlong, trude kia van ¢é gitp viée cho nha-nuoe Dai-

phép, lam dén chire Thong-phan, doi ra Bic-ky dau duoe

it nim, nhiim lic Chanh-pht dit dwong xe Iea tir Ha-noi

qua Vian-nam, 6ng bén xin tir chire, ra lam nghé thau-khoan. i
dirng dau gia bao lanh nap ciay cho nha-nwoe lam di xe-lira
va linh do da soi trdi duwong; lin lan nhu vay it ndm, bé
- sanh-k& ctua ong riit nén phat dat. Ma thwong nhirng ké c6
~ chi dinh thowong, hé may ma gip vin réi thi cude throng-
mai khoidn triong rit chong. Ngit vi 6ng con thi¢u nguwoi
tin cay ma phua that nhirng vi¢e lon-lao. Nav ong nghe ong
ban cua ong la Bo-khiac-Thoi & trong Nam-ky, tai tinh My~
tho, vi that mua luén tron 4 nim, lam cho gia-van phii suy
i 3 vi, khong con cé th€ chi ma duy tri cho noi nira. Nhung

"\ Ong van biét ong Pdé-khie-Thoi tuy la ngwoi bén phai nho- 7

- hoc mie diu, song nho co wa xem wa doe nhirng tan-tho ;
s 4 lai hav chuyvén tam nghién ciru vé mén khoan-vat-hoe
(Minéralogie). Va lai ong dom thay Bic-ky la mot giai dat
t6i co, lam-san nhiéu ma khoan-san ciing nhi€u, nén 6ng
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chwa di duwge; nay sin gip dip tdt nhw viy ma ching tinh

ong xudng tau réi chang moi tro vé nha, hi hi som trua

moi viét tho moi ong Do-khic-Thoi ra, trede 1a cho anh em
duoce ¢ {,em-gm voi nhau, sau la cho ¢6 ngudoi dong chi vét |
minh ma _giin ciru vé nghé khai khoan.

~ Con ong Do-khiic-Théi khi xem tho r6i thi ¢6 y mirng
thim, vi biay lau ong vin cé chi mudn du-lich Bic-ky ma

di chor eon doi lue nao. Ong nhirt dinh nhur vay, bén lo sip
dit viée nha diau do an bai, roi tir gia vo con ma di ra
Bic. Do-khic-Xwong theo dwa cha lén toi Saigon, dén khi

voi me. A

(zin do lai 6 quan phu dwong quyén, tén la Tir-thé-Anh,
ngoi Chu-quan tai do, vg la Nguyén-thi, sanh dwge mot
gai, tén la Tu-mo-Trinh, méi 18 tuoi ma hinh dung yén
di¢u, ¢ot cach phuong phi, gwrong miit chir dién, chon may
vong nguyét, got chon c¢o do nhw thoa son, ngon tay cé
tron nhuw roi trong, c¢6 c¢6 da nho, vai ¢é lai xuo6i: ham
riing cua c6 déu-din nhu cua, go-méa cua ¢6 co6 ning dong
tién tron um; cang xem lau chirng nao thi lai cang thay
cai siic dep ctia c6 nhu mot doa phu-dung.

Co da co cai vé xinh-dep nhu thé, ma co lai eon thém co
khi¢u thong minh; hoe chir cling hay, hoc don cing gioi,
hoa tranh ciing dung, co tirong ciing tai; gia di dung hanh
doan trang, ngon tir nghiém chanh. Hai o6ng ba cang co
nhu trirng mong, ma ¢é6 chang hé dong dianh nhw nhirng gai
tim throng; moi khi ¢6 co ciin dung déu chi ma sai khi¢n
ké & trong nha, thi ¢6é ndi cai gigng rat ngot ngao, ai nghe
toi cling ém tai mat da. Boi ¢o la mot ngwdi con gai sic
tai gom du, dirc hanh ven hai, cho nén tu trong toi ngodi,

xa gin déu nire ti€ng.

Co lai ¢c6 mot nang ty-tde, tén la Tran-lé-Dung, mai 17
tuoi ma dung nhan sic-sao, tanh né€t nhu-hoa; lai thém co
khi¢u thong-minh, bé hoc-thire sanh voi ¢6 ciing xép-xi.

(Nguyén Trin-l¢-Dung ndy ciing 1a con nha thi-lé, dong
doi tho-hwong; nhung rui vi cha me nang mat som, khong
ai bao thu gia-nghiép cho nang, bi nhirng ké bat-lrong né
mao xung riang chu chu, ¢6 ¢6, ké khuan mon niy, nguoi
doat mon kia, lam cho su-nghiép tiéu diéu, nang phai ra
than tit-twoi; lai con bi mot ba ¢é bac-ac, thiy nang con
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nho dai, be’ii nang dam do phirt cho quan phua To-th€-Anh.
Thié¢t 1a déc dia bay cao-xanh, xwa nay nhirng ke ¢6 tai-tinh,
at chﬁng khoi bi Hoa-cong day doa.

Av la: Bdt phong-trin phai phong-trin, cho llmnh-('ao-

mdri dwee phin thanh-cao.
Tir ngay Lé-Dung vao ¢ do noi nha quan Phu ban didu

thi nang ciing phai cham lo lam lun cac viéc heén ha, nhw

b

la rira chén, bira cti, quét nha, theo phan toi doi & noi

nha dwéi. Sau lan ldn ba phit thily nang dung nhan my lé,
cur chi doan trang, fin noi dang hoan, n€t na dim thim
ba moi dem long thuwong, bén bdo nang lén & nha trén,
giiip do viéc théu thua véi con ba la nang Tu-mo-Trinh
som trwa cho ¢6 ban. Ma thuong nhtrng con nha ¢o6 gido-
duc ddu gi cling dé chiu, boi vay cho nén, tuy Lé-Dung da
duoc lén ¢ nba trén ma bau ban voi Mo-Trinh thi miic
diu, song nang ciing cir gitr phan toi-doi; khong théu-tiu
ciing va-may, ngay chi tdi ching hé dam dé ho cai tay
trong giav phut.

Lin lin dau la sau quen, Tir-mo-Trinh bi€t ro lai-lich cua
nang von la dong doi tho-hwong, thi hoa cam k¥, nghé nao
ciing thao ; tir dé d&n sau, luc dua nghé v, luc lai danh co,
hodc dam luan thé-tinh, chi em v hi¢p tam dau, lay lam
twrong déic. Ba phu thdly vay lai cang cip-ciim mirng tham,
cho nén tuy Lé-Dung la toi-to ctia ba, ma boi ba yvéu vi nét,
trong vi tai; cach doi-diai ba xem nang ciing nhu con ruot.

Bié lai nhon thdly con cuia ba, phan tuy la gai, ma thong
minh tuyel thé, kién-thiee qua nhon ; cho nén ba da lap tam.
quyét kiem cho duoe mot nguoi giai-t€, tai mao lwdng toan,
thi ba moi chiu gd nang cho xtrng doi vira lira.

Ma béi Tu-mo-Trinh 14 con nha sang trong, da co tai lai
thém c6 siic; cho nén thi®u chi nha hao-ho danh-gia, nay
co con quan phu na\ mai co con quan huy¢n kia, hode con
ong Hm-dong, hodc con thiy Cai-tong, bitt bao ngwroi mudn
dén cau hon. Ngit vi mily cau cong-tir ndy tuy la nha-ctra
giau sang, ma cau thi ¢o tai lai khong ¢6 mao, con cau thi ¢o
mao lai chang ¢o tai; vi vay ma chang nhirng 1a ba phi da
ching vira long, ma Tir-mo-Trinh ciing khong dep v.

Mot dém kia bhai chi em dwong ngo6i trong budng mi
théu voi nhau, Ti-mé-Trinh viing vo vai Tran-lé-Dung ma
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no6i riing: « Niiy em. Ur ngay chi giip duwoe em déﬁ’ nay.

doitav hlep fam dau, thiét ro rang em la Khué—truug lumhg-
hiru (1) cua chi do. B&i vay cho nén chi hiing tin cay em

nhuwr ruét thit vay, ching co viéc gi ma chi khong noi thiét

cung em ; vay san lic nidy dém ving canh khuyva, dé chi

1o h€t cdi tam-sw cta chi cho em nghe, hoic la em co cai

ki€n-thire chi cao ma luan ban cho no ha cai long udt-tre

ctia chi dwge chiang. Va con nguoi ta & doi.la trong vi tai

dirc, ché khong plnu trong liy bac tién, ma sao chi coi cai
nhon-tinh buoi nay phin nhicu ho hay trong cai sy gian
sang truwdoe mil, ma o khong biét de-dic cai déu nguy
hiém sau lung. Boi vay cho nén ¢6 nhiéu nha di ¢é phude
ma sanh con gai dwge hinh dung xinh dep, dire hanh lai
hoan-toan ; dén lon khon ho lai khong bidt kén chon ré
hién, ciing nhu chau-chiiu thiy sang dén, hé nghe giau sang
thi ga buon. Po! Em nghi lay do em coi, nhu may ma gip
duge ké bigt déu, thi ddu co dit eting con dé chiu; néu rui
ma dung nham miy tay céng-tu'-bot thi oi thoi! Thoi con
chi niva ma mong, doi ngueot dén thé la xong méi doi! Boi
nghi vay, cho nén chi da thé tam, nguyén ciung troi dat,
quyet chon cho duge mot nguwoi tai mao luwong toan, dire
hanh gom du, thi chi moi danh goi phan trao than. Biang
chiing vay, thoi thi tha 1a & vay ma ha hi voi em day con
hay hon la thit than voi nhirng ké pham-phu tuc-tir. ‘\hu'ng,,
chi trom xem cai v ctia me chi thi cling dong nhw chi vay, °
duy con cha chi thi chi chua do bidt dwoe cai ¥ cha nguwoi
ra th¢ nao. Ngat nhirng cau c6 chia bac cua chi, ¢o nhlén
nguwoi hay trong vi cai th”é-lu'c kim-tién; nén thwong hay
toi lui ban luan véi cha me chi, bao cha me chi phai lya
cho dwgc nhirng chd quyén cao tirde trong, hoide la giau
sang cho tot bue thé€-gian thi sé lam suéi, dé phong ngay
sau cho ¢6 ché ma twong v twong v voi nhau trong khi hudn
ciip. Thiét chi thily nhirng 1&i cia miy nguoi dy ban luan
ma chi biat lanh minh. Em 6i! Sang giau ma chi? Thé-lge
ma chi? N€u giau sang ma thit dire, ¢6 th¢ lwe ma bat
nhan, gian manh tham nhung, siu mot cua dan; thi cai
giau sang ay, cai thé-lwc 8y c¢6 khac chi hon la hon nui
tuy@t; n&u gip mit troi co yén sang chidu vao, thi it tién

(1) Khué-trung lweng-hirn, 142 ban hién trong chdn budng the.
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‘tang trong nhay mit. Da bidt vay, nhung chi lai lo vi cha

- chi tuy la ngudi cé hoc-thire, nguoi trong dim can-dai thi
miic ddu, ma hé néu miy nguwdi dy ho toi lui to nho, giong
quyén ti€ng kén, ké don ngudi thoi mai ri€t day rdi; van
nhirt cha chi ciing ldm nghe theo ho ma sa vao cai vong
thé-ltrc kim-tidn roi ; ; con chi day lai la phén laim con, xura
nay dé a0 miic qua khoi diu; chirng a3y moi tranh sao cho
khoéi. Boi thé cho nén chi riit lo s¢ cho céi tidn-dd ciia chi,
khong bi€t sau ndy duyén phian thé nao? Cho nén: Mif
minh leong b canh chdy, dwong xa nghi noi sau ndy md
kinh...» L¢-Dung dwong théu, nghe noi toi do viing ngirng
kim lai, nhin sung Mo-Trinh réi min cudi ma noi rang :
« Thiét bay lau em khong nghe chi noi dén, nén em cling
‘chang dam ho moi; chd nhuw nay chi di tin em ma t6 thiét
cai tam-sir cua chi ra roi, thi em di ha chang h@ét long voi
chi ma dén on tri-ngdé hay sao? Vi buoi niy nhirng ding
tai tinh thi it, con nhung phurong cong,-tu'-bol thi nhiéu ;
n€u minh chang bi¢t khéo toan nam loc muwoi lira, dé cho
rui ma sa nham trong tay bon dy di roi thi 6i théi! Pham
tién roi dén tay hén, hodi cong ndng gir mra gin vét al.
Nhung em lai nghi, tai sic nhu chi vay thi ¢o6 lo chi la
khong noi giau-co sang-trong ma sanh doi. Ngiit em e vi
trong han nguwoi &y phian nhicéu thwong co nhirng nguwoi
giau sang trong trirng ma gidu ra, nén hc ho thay c¢6 cua
san thl cir viée an xai, lan{., phi choi boi; chd lm co biét
cai cong-lao kho nhoc cua ong cha xua da twom hét bao
nhiéu mo-hoi mau moi co cai su-nghicp dv dau. Ma cai
cach cia ho xai la xai voi nhirng bon buon hwong ban
phén, xai voi nhirng phe tiru-ditm tra-dinh, din hao ton
‘bac muon ciing khong bi€t ngan; ché ching hé thiv ho
dam déu chi hiru ich cho Xa-hoi dwoe nho. Nhirng hang
ngu'm nhw vav thi chi em minh day ¢6 thé nao ma chiu
cho no6i dwoe; phai khong chi? » Mo-Trinh va giit dau va
cwoi. Lé-Dung lai noi tidp theo ring : « Con nhu bay gio ma
mudn ki¢m cho dwoe mot nguoi hién-lrong phu'o ng-chanh
tai-dire ven toan, xirng dang cho minh swra trip nung khin,

thi xin chi ché' ¢6 ludn toi edi sy sang hén giau kho, Chl‘

nghi sao?» Mo-Trinh giit diiu khen phai, roi hu'o'c lai gdn
vO vai Lé-Dung, chim-chim miéng cudi va noi ring : « Qui
‘hoa thay cai l(?n cia em luan do, &y rd rang la kim thach
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chi ngdn, thiét chi khong bi kip. Nhwng ma, cai hang nguwoi
gidu-sang thi dé co, ché cai hang nguwoi tai-dire thi riit khé
ma ki€m cho dwoe lim em.» Lé-Dung noi: « Co cho, sao
khong? Rét doi la thap thdc chi &p: con tdce hirn trung-tin
thay! Hu®ng chi la ci xir Nam-Ky ndy lai chéng c¢6 ngudoi
tii-dirc sao chi: duy ¢6 so e cho minh phuée bac ma chéing.

gip dwoe do ma thoi cho ! Niy chi, nay chi em minh da thay

ro long da nhau réi, nén em ciing ching con gifiu-giém
nhau ndra lam chi; vi thud em con bé, cha em ¢6 day em
hoc phép xem tai-twong, dén khi em lon 1én roi, em ciling
thwong thir cai so-hoc ctia em, qua la twong-phap nhu thin,
Iti thi 10 nghi¢m, em ciing chiing no6i phaeh voichi lam chi ;.
thi¢t ngh¢ xem twdng cta em, mudi ngudi khong sai mot,
da chi a. Tir ngay em mong on tri-ngé cua chi dén nay, em
hing canh canh noi long; nén em da lay hét binh-sanh sé
hoc ctia em ra, ¥ mudn tim gitum cho chi mot nguoi chong
cho dwge phiam-hanh doan trang, cho xirng dang ma trao
than goi phan ; nay'em tim di dwoce roi, song em khéng biét
¥ chi thé nio, nén em chwa dam noéi eho chi rd.» Mo-Trinh
nghe noi ¢6 ¥ then thiim, bén cwoi 16n-1én ma noi hom véi
Lé-Dung ring: « N€u Thudt-si coi twdng thiét hay, thi ngay
sau toi sé thu'mw, song chwa bi#t nguoi Ay la nguwoi theé
nao, o gin hay xa, Thuat-sT co cho toi bi€t dwge hay chang?»
Lé-Dung cling min cwoi ma ngam ring: « Nguyén nguriri
quanh-quat dau xa, Khéiae-Xwong ho Do von nha tho-hirong.»
Mo-Trinh nghe noéi dirt 161 mét ¢6 sée buon, hén noéi ring:
« Twong 1 ai kia, chd nhw ngwoi Ay, chi vim ¢6 nghe danh
da lau, thi¢t la con nha dao-dire, dong-doi tho-hwong, tai
hoc cna chang ciing ching phai tim thuwong; nhung ma.
trong m?iy nim nay, cha me¢ chang gia-dao da suy vi, lai
thém rai cho chang, vi van chwa dat ma cong-danh 16-do.
Néu nay ma em mudn cho chi két toe voi chaug thi chi
lai e biit tién ldm em.» Lé-Dung nghc Mo-Trinh noi vira durt
loi, lién nghiém nét midt ma noi rang: « Ua! chi la nguot
hoc-thire, ma cing chwa thoat khoi cai tinh-doi niva sao?
Em dam doan voi chi, néu nguwdi dy ma ngheo hoai, thi em
quy&t khoét ciip con miat ma quing, cho ehiang thém coi
twong nira da chi a !» Mo-Trinh lic diu ma daplai mot cach
ritl budn ring: « Ba dai nhau la tinh tri-ky, ¥ khi twong
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 diu, ma em ciing con tudng cho chi la ké tham phu phu biing
nira sao enl ? Vay cho cai loi etia chi moi noi voi em khi
nayv do, em di quén roi hay sao?? Vi trong hang co bac-

cua chi thi ¢6 nhiéu nguwdoi tanh hay trong pha khinh bin,

lai hay no6i ra noi vao voi cha me chi; nén hé ho biét chang

nghéo, thi chi cho khoéi ho ki€¢m déu gan tro cha chi mai

:

di r6i thi ¢6 phai la bat tién ching em? Hudng chi chi la

phén lam con, ddu khi la tham chi hong, nén chang thi
cung lat long me cha. Va lai minh cting chua ro dugc nong-

néi bén nha Ay la thé nao, ching qua li minh méi tinh
phong voi nhau diy ma nghe vay thoi; cho em 1dy chi

mi lam chic ? Thoan nhu minh thi hitu ¥, mia nguoi ta
lai vo tdm, chirng &y em mai tinh sao?» Lé-Dung lai min
cuoi ma dap riang: « Viée ay ¢o kho chi, n€u qua chi ma

trong vi tai dire, chd ching luan sy giau nghéo. thi em.
~eiing ¢6 thé diéu dinh cho an thoa dwoce; em chie la e cho

chi chi chiing dwoe bén do ma thoi, cho n€u cai chi da
qua quyét, da bhén chic roi; thi diu sanh tir ai ma doat

diroe.» Mo-Trinh tuy efing che 1o ludn eta Lé-Dung ring

phai, song nang 14 con chi hitu, khong bi€t vé sau cha
minh ¢6 chiu theo ¥ minh ching; cho nén nang hiing ngai
ngai (rong long. khong biét cai vi¢e twong lai etia minh
sat ndy may rui thé nao, nén ciing nhim mit dwra chon
tol dau hay do.

‘M'(')l buoi som mai kia, chice do ngang dwua bo-hanh not
song My, cho hanh-khach khim meém, lai nhiim lue nwoc
rong chay manh; do vira qua dwoce nira song, thinh linh
dau lai c6 mot top ghe-chai chd niing, ¢ ngoai di-giang
tha thang vo vam, gin dung chiée do; luc bit cap, tén cheo
do linh-quynh, dé cho chi€e do nim cing ngang trude miii
ghe chai, nén phai nghiéng ap. Po chim roi, bao nhi¢u hanh-
khach ké la nguoi khoe, hup huai dudi song. Trén ghe chai
ai nay hoang kinh, lién la 6 om som, lop thi cheo, lop thi
sao. ném dai xudng song cho miy nguoi dy deo, roi moi
tha tam ban xuéng boi theo ma vot. Trén bo thién-ha ciing
lac-xae, hoi thace nhau boi xuong ra tidp ciru.

o

Puong lie ron-rang nhuw vay, hai bén bo song ai nidly ciing

déu elr cham chi ngo ngay theo 161 chd do chim. Khong
de cach do do chirng mot tram ngoai thuoe, lai thiv mot .
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‘b, nhitng ké hao tam thiy vay, lién ldy chidu trdi ra, dé A

ngudi con 10 co hai ban tay, choi voi gitra d(mg, iﬁp‘l@n e
hup xudng. Thoat dau trong bo lai ¢o mét nguoi trai-to, e
om mot tim van 10i ra, vira toi noi thi hai ban tay dy da
hup mat. Ngwdoi trai dv thit kinh, lién buon tdm van lin
nhiu theo, may sao vo dwge canh tay, bén rang sie kéo
nhéng lén cho cai dau vira khoi mit nwée, r6i hup xudng, % o
hai tay xo6c ngang nach nguwdi dy gio nhéng lén, con hai
chon choi dap, quyét 16i vao bo. Chiing dé hai tay thi me
h&t, chi con co hai cai chon thi 19i sao cho manh dwge,
phiin thi nuwéde rong chiay manh, that khé noi duy tri, trong ,
gidy phut ngudi trai-to fnv stre eling da mudn dudi. May nho >
¢6 xuong ghe trong bo boi ra ti€p ctru; néu khong, thi it ca B
hai déu hon nurong ving may bac, xat theo ngon thuy«tnéu i
16i. Nguy hiém thay ! | i b
Khi dem vo toi bue rdi, ai ndy xam lai coi, moi bigtla
mot nang con-gai, tuy con hoi hoi hép, song da bat tinh® -
nhon sy roi. Nguwoi trai iy cling phdi ra sire bong thiing 1én .

nang nfiim ém, liy rirou co-nhae ma do cho nang, réi lai ra Sl
nhau viy lira xam ho, trong giav phat thl nfmg iv m(n lin .
lin tinh lai. , |

Con dang kia, chiée tam-bin di vot dwge miy nguéi
hanh-khach ma cho vao bo roi, trong do lai c6 mot ¢6 con-

~gai mit may don-dac, dwong nhu tim kiém vat chi. xem -

trirde ngo sau mot hoi roi ving khoe rong lén va noi rang : %
« Troi dat 6i! Con chi toi dan khong thay? Hay 11 chi 16f ¢
di chim mat di roi! May chi 6i! Xin miy chi lam phuwoe lan N
mo ki€m vot gitm chi toi voi miy cha 6i !!» Ai nay nghe - 1
no6i hdi 6i, con dang bi roi, chua biét tinh 1& nao, hong
nghe miy ngudi trén bir kéu ¢6 gai dy ma néirdng: « Kia
ca ! Phia dang kia nguoti ta ciing vot du'qc mot nguwol con- 2
gai kia ca!! Co hiy lai do nhin coi, co phai chi co hay _
chang?» Nang dv nghe noi nira mirng nira nghi, lién voi X
va chay lai, vira thily mit may, hai ngwoi lién om nhaun, =
khoc 16 khoe, cudi 16 cwoi, &m e nghen ngao noi khong S
ra tiéng. \ '
Té ra nguwoi rai-ro ay tuy la toc-tai ey quan #@o wot g
diam, mit mui tai sanh, tay chon rung rayv mic diu, song .
nhin ro lai thi ching phii ai dau la; that ro rang A mét
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i:é thi¢u-ntr ewe ky xinh dep, cue ky thong minh, dong
~whanh vai tuong trong bo sach niy, tén ¢o6 la Tir-mo-Trinh
dday. Con ¢d con-gai khoc vang khi nay do, chang can noi
ma khan-quan cting Lt la nang Trian-l1¢-Dung, chd khong
ai vo do. |

~ (Nguyén vi ngav dy noi nha quan pha gin ngav kv com,
nén ba Phit moi sai hai chi em ¢o di cho mua do, khong de
lai bi sy rii ro nhw vay. \

Con ngroi trai-to ma liéu minh 16i ra eiru duge Mo-Trinh
dé la Bo-l\hﬁc-\u'ong vi ngly ay chang-ta ciing dén tinh-
thanh ding 6 mua ¢6 ma goi tho ra Bac; ai ngo lai gip
dip ma cirn nang;: Ay ching phai la viée tinh cd, twdng khi
hai dang ciing ¢6 tien-duyén tie-trai chi day, nén moi khitn
cho giip g& nhau trong con nguy-hiém nhuw viv ma gay cai

moi nhon-duyén vé sau khong tranh diau cho khoi. That ro

rang 1a cai ¥ khéo cta Thién-cong, ma han that hai ding
ciing virong van mdi to tinh tir do.)

Pay nhiic lai vi¢e Mo-Trinh va L¢-Dung khi thidy nhau
con sOng thi mirng ro ching cung, tiéng khoc pha lan voi tiéng
cwdi, khong noi chi duwoce hét. Roi lai nho téi ngurdi ciru minh
khi ndy ben day lai ma ta on; chirng do méi bidt 1a Do-khiic-
Xuong, lién qui sup xudng noi treoe mat chang va lay va
noi ring : « Luc em dwong choi voi gitra dong, may nho ¢o
thay la ngudi nghia-dong, dam mao hiém ma ciru duge em ;
may do, cho khong thi thiy cting da vi em ma ch&t dudi roi;
that cai on tai-sanh nay sanh tay troi dat, em phai khic cot
minh tam, quy¢t két co ngam vong, cho ngay dén dapin»
Bo-khiic-Xwong nghe giong noi rit thanh thao, lai théem &
nghia du déu thi ldy lam la, bén day lai ma nhin, chirng ay
moi bigt la nang Ti-mo-Trinh con gai ctia quan phu duong
- ng6i Chu-quén tai quan etia minh, lién voi vang dap 1@ lai
vanoi ring: « Pham hé thily nan thi ctru, thily nghia thi lam,
dy la phan lam trai, phai lam cho tron cai nghia-vu do ma
thoi, chd ¢6 cong on gi cho trong lam dau, xin ¢6 muya ché
de long ma lao phién qui-thé; thoi, hai ¢6 hay di ki¢m nha
quen ma doi thay y phue, ché ¢6 dé mang do wot trong
minh, s¢ e cim nhiém phong-hang ma sanh binh hoan khong
nén da hai ¢6; con phan toi day, toi ciing phai di thav do6
moi duoe. » Noi dirt 1o1 lién tir biét hai nang réi quay qua
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di lién. Mo-Trinh thaly vay thi biét la ngurdi nghia-si, n&)w
ngo mong theo hoai, trong long nghi nghi, quyét tinh thé
nao ma dén dap on chang cho dirge méi an. Lé-Dung bidt
v Mo-Trinh, bén béo riing: « Théi chi, biy giér minh phai tré
vé thua lai cho 6ng ba hay va lo thude thang bo dwdng it
ngay cho tinh-thin binh phuc lai dé, réi sé xin ong ba moi
chang dén nha ma dén on dap nghia moi xong. » Mo-Trink
git diu va noi rang: « Em tinh vay eting phai, ma ngit bay
gior day tay chon ctia chi viin con bai hoai, di dirng chiing
ven, vav thi dé chi ngoi day nghi ngoi giay lat, em phai di
kéu mot cai xe, muwon n6 dua chi em minh vé nha mai
duoce.» Lé-Dung vang 1o lién voi va chay di kéu xe ; trong
giav phat thi nang da dem lai mot cai xe hai banh, réi
birde xudng dor Mo-Trinh 1én xe, hdi ké danh xe chay thiing
ve dinh quan phii.

Khi vé d&n nha, vg chong quan pht xem thily ca hai ao
quin wot hett, khong hiéu duyén co lam sao, lién gan hoi
ciing do, ma nhirt la ba phu lai cang nong nay lan xan hon
ntra. Con nang Ti-mo-Trinh khi moi bwde chO'n vao nha
vira thay mat me cha, trong long nira mu'ug nira tui, giot

Juy chiva chan, im (e nghen ngao, néi khong ra tiéng. Lé-

Dung ben the cho Mo-Trinh, dem hét diu dudi cac viéc
thuat lai niot hoi. Quan pht nghe noi givt minh, ba pht
ciing het hon hé&t via; ba lién voi kéo nang lai cho gidn ba
va vo lia vadt lia, than thd chang cing, roi lai hoi hét ca
hai dic nhau vao phong ma thay quin doi do. Lién do6 ba
lai sai nguwoi di rwede thiy vé sin soc thude thang, trong it
ngay, ca hai chi em, tinh-thiin da binh phuc.

Ngav kia trong nha nham lic rénh rang, Mo-Trinh bém
thira dip thua voi cha me, xin moi Dd-khiie-Xwong dén nha
ma dén on dap nghia cho chang. Ba phu cling néi voi quam.
phtt ring: « Con n6 noi nhw vay ciing phai da 6ng, nguoi ta
dd ciru con minh, khong 18 ma minh lam thinh sao phai,
vav thi ong hay sai dira nado di moi Bo-khie-Xwong qua
dav ma dén on cho...» Ba noéi chuwa kip dut 1oi, quan phu.
lién xi miéng mot eai rat manh ma noi rang: «Sie! Dir
khong!! Thir n6 la mot tén dan nghéo & trong quan cua
minh, trong vong gi lim dé hay sao ma phai moi phar
ruoc ; néu no ¢o cong ciru duge con minh, thi sai dira nao.
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6, cim nim ba dong bac dem qua ma cho né phirt cho
| ~16i, lai ¢on bay dét thinh thinh moi moi cho ron. » Ba nghe
Sy Ong noi nhw.yay thi bat binh, bén phan doi lai ring: « Sao
-ong hay ¥ quyén minh qua, di bi€t né la dan & trong quin
ctia minh thi mic div ; nhung ma con minh bi nan, né6 cirm
#te huom sanh, thi tire nhién no6 1a ngudi on cia minh, phaii
ldy 1é ma dai n6 méi phai, ché 6ng eir ¥ quyén minh ma
f‘ noi ngang nhu viy, t6i e cho thire-gia nguwdoi ta ché cuoi
- «chiing ong?» Quan phi n6i néong nat lon 1én ring: « Ha!
b i cwoi? Mu khéo néi xiie tam téi cho sanh chuyén, déu noéi
| ‘thi n6i ma nghe, ché mu phai bi€t toi day la quan phu mau,
~ no6 la mot dira dan quén ¢ trong quin cia toi; dy la cai
~ phan-sy budc n6 phai lam, ché ¢6 on chi ma ké. » Ba phi
- wiin bi#t ¥ chong, nén phai lam thinh, khong thém cai nira ;
con Tir-mo-Trinh thdy cha minh nhw vay ciing chiing dam
no6i chi, lién bwde rdo vo budng, nhin sirng Lé-Dung ma
rung rung nwoe mit.

R6i d6 quan phu lién 18y ra 5 dong bac giao cho mot tén
linh va dén ring: « Mi hiy dem 5 dongD s bac nily qua nha Do-
khiic-Xwrong ma trao che no va n6i voi no cho ro riing: vi
no ¢d6 cong vot ginm con gai cua ong liue chim do hom no,
nén nay ong thudng cho no mot s6 tién niy dé udng ruou
choi vay.» Tén linh vang loi di tron mot buoi réi dem 5
dong bac tré vé tra lai cho quan pha va bam ring: « Toi
‘vang linh 6ng dem bac qua cho Po-khiic-Xwrong va t6i cling
noi vol chang y nhawr 1o ena 6ng day vay ; clu‘mg khong chiu
1dy bac, lai chiim chim mlc}nﬁ cuol va noi riang : viée chat
dinh chﬁng c6 dang gi, cin chi ma ong phai nhoc long
nghi toi, va lai eai viee cua chang lam dé la lam cho xong
«ai phan-sy lam nguoi, ché chang ching c¢6 tinh viée do la
on nghia voi ai; huong chi ong la cha me cua dan, thi ¢o
¥ ndo ma chang lai an tién an bac cua ong, nén chang xin
Kinh lai cho ong, chd chang khong dam tho.» Quan pht
‘nghe noi ldy lam tu diic, bén git diu va noi ring: « A! Vay
<hé sao? Thiing biét déu qua. » Réi day lai ma noi voi ba
phil ring: «Bo6! mu thidy khong? & trong quan ciia minh,
ma minh la quan phu miu, minh ¢o #in tién cia ai duoc
thi an, cho ai ma lai dam én tién ctia minh sao mu?» Ba -

‘phlt nghe vay lam thinh, trong long tuy ciing bt binh ma
‘khong dam noi.

-
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Bira no toi kv hiu 1¢, quan phit phai di 1én trén tinh mét:

ngiy. Ba phit & nha bén kéu Mo-Trinh mé néi riing: « Nay:
con, cai viée chang Po-khie-Xwong ciru condn no, that

la an nghia riit ning day, ma cha con coi ching ra chi, lai

elr ¥ quyén minh, mudn lam chi tw ¥, that ma e ching'
khoi bi thire-gia nguwdi ta ché cwdi lim con. Vay sin nay
cha con di vin; ma mudn lén cha con, moi chang qua day
ding ma dén on dap nghia cho chang kéo e thién ha ho-
ché ring minh la ké v6 on bac nghia; ¥ con nghi sao?»
Mo-Trinh noi: « Ma tinh viy thi phii lam, nhung m#, nén
mi sai linh di- moi, con e cha con hay diing thi ét kho
long ; chi' biing ma gia v thém cam hay quit chi d6, ma sai
Lé-Dung di mua, r6i no dung dip &y ma moi chang.thi_
ching ai bi€t dwoe: khi cha con vé ¢6 hay ma hoi chang

d®n viée chi, thi ma cir n6i ring chang qua ma dap 1€

ciai ngayv cha sai linh di cho chang tién hom no.» Ba pha
nghe noi rit mirng, lién bwde vo budng din nho Lé-Dung,
roi lai trdr ra ngoai, kéu Lé-Dung ma noéi lon riing: « Lé-
Dung, bira nay sao ba thém cam mat qua con, vay con biéw
chi hai con né duwa tién cho, roi con di kifm mua vé cho
ba vai chue trai, ma phai coi lga thir cam ndo cho ngot né
nghe con.» Lé-Dung da da vang 1oi, lién thay doi 4o quin
roi 14y du ra di. |

Bay nhit lai Do-khiic-Xwong, tir ngu) thay mat MG—Trmh‘
1ong nhitng ngfin ngo, ngay hiing mo tuwdng ; song blét nang
la con gai nha quan, gia cao kho voi, va lai chimg-ta viin biét

tanh quan phi niy la nguwdi trong pha khinh bian, cho nén

din co ao woe the nao eting khong sao cho phi nguyén dwoce;
nghi toi no cang thém bai hoai tam-thadn, 18y lam that vong.
Con dang nghi vin nghi vo, bong thiy mot nang con gai,

dung nhan dep dé, ngoai ngo budc vao, trong long hoi hop .

khong ro la ai, chirng nang ay vao gin nhin ré lai méi biét

la Tran-1¢-Dung ngwoi & bén dinh quan phu. Lién ding

day chao hoi tir t&, va moi ngdi noi bo van roi hoi luon
riang: « Tir hom do6 toi nay, ¢6 hai vé nha manh gioi thé nao,.
c6 hé chi ching co ?

— Da thua khong hé chi, nhd ¢6 6ng ba toi ruoe thay hot
thude, chi toi uﬁng dau cing chirng nim ba thang chi do -
thi tinh-thiin dd binh phuc, dén nay chi téi van manh gioi.
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 nhw thwong ; ;ﬂurug ma chi toi thuwong than tho vo'n ba.
- t6i ma nhiit nhd cai on cha thiy hodi: hom nay ong toi
mﬁc dghh‘u lé, nén bi 16i sai toi qua day ma moi thiy, xin
> .iehm kh6 doi got qua dinh cho ba toi n6i chuyén. »
Dok c-Xu'O'ng nghe noi dirt 161 bén suy nght trong long, %
g «La nay' hom no boi quan pht viin thiy ta nghéo R
ma r@rung ta, ¥ cua ¥ quyén, sai linh dem bac ma cho ta; N LA
e - . nén ta cling lam cho nguwoi biét dira si kho néiv la ké thanh-
| Jﬁin, nha tuy nghéo ma khong hay tham cha, trd bac lai .
SHAT ého ngm‘n Hom nay ba phu lai (lung dip ong mie di hiu e |
3 - 1¢ ma cho moi ta: trong thé day chiic hai 6ng ba khac
| . han ¥ nhau. nén b moi ta trong luc ong di khm 1& thi
ta ching di lam chi ; ngit vi, bly lau ta ludn nhirng woc
mo, néu sin co chi co'-hén nhw viiv ma ta lai chiing di, thi
. tir day chim Viét ngiva H6 doi dang cach tro, biét bao gio
- cho 1a duge gin guoi cai plurong-dung ctia nang lai nira
- thoi, ta cling nén dung cai dip tot na) qua d6 mot phen
coi thir ra sao ? »Su3 nghi moét hoéi roi nguwoe mit 1én ma
1ol voi Lé-Dung rang « Xin ¢o v¢ truoe, dé toi vao thuwa
lai cho me toi hay, réi toi s¢ qua sau.
— Da, xin thay hav nhé, mua cho dién tri ma ba toi
trong lim nhe !
— Toidau dam, hé da hia chiu di thi toi phai dilién, _
1€ dau lai thiit tin.» \

Eé-Dung bén tir gid ra v8, doc dang ning ciing ki€m mua
vai chue trai cam dam vé, vy nhu lm ba phu din vay. Lé-
Dung ve chﬁng bao lau, trong giay phuat i—)o-khac-\u'(m;,

| cung vira dén. Ba phu mirng ro chao hoi lin-xin, lai hdoi
tré pha tra roi an cin moi dal Bo-khiic-Xwong va udng tra
- va noi ring : « Hom nay chau 1dy lam vinh-hanh ma duoc | |
linh ciia ba kéu goi dén day ; ch.mc‘ bi€t ba c¢6 déu chi -
day bio? -
- — Xin thady thong thoa. cir udng nuwoc an trau, thinh-
thodan roi toi s€ to ciung thiy mot chuvén. »
Ba phu va noi va day mat vao trong ma kéu rané « Hai |

e! Co an-huynh ctia con la thiy Do d\ (qua day nay! con
hay ra ma ta on thiy di con. »

. Ba noi virg dirt 1o, hong thiy trong buong Lé-Dung buwoe
- radi truoe, co bu'ng mot mam qui-phiim 18-vat dem dé.
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ttrén ban; con . Mo-Trinh cling ndi got theo sam, bwée dén

‘treoe mit Do-khic-Xwong, réi chéip tay ehao hoi, giong
moi rilt ngot-ngio. Pd-khiic-Xwong ciing dirng day voi-ving |
~dap 1&. Luac bily gio, hai dang gip nhau, dién ddi dién,
‘hai miéng tuy chao hoi ling-xiing, ma bdn mit cur lide
nhau chian-chin; that la mot dang rit phai mit ao-khan,
~con mot dang lai nén trang dai-cac. Ca hai trong long con
+duong batngat, chwa kip noi chi; bong nghe ba pht néi
rf’mg « That toi chﬁng noi gidlu chi tha), hom no con nho
~clia t6i no di- chg rai bi chim do, may ¢6 thdy ra on cuu
vot, n¢u khong thi hom nay no da xanh ¢o di roi; ngat

<ong pht nha t6i 6ng co cai tanh rat ky khoi, tir hom ong
~sai linh dem baccho thdy toi nay, thattoi lay lam ngai qua, so
~e thiy khong r6 ma phién; nén nay toi phal moi thiy qua
day, tam dung chut dinh nhitng 1é mon nay, trwoe la toi
chiu 15i cang thiv, sau la cho con nho cta téi n6 lay thiy
mot doi lay ma dén on tai-tao.» Noi dirt 16 lien bio Mo-
Trinh cai lay. Mo-Trinh chwa kip qui lay ma Do-khic-
Xwong di voi-ving dirng day buwoe tranh ra chd khac va noi
lia-lia rang: « Pung co Hai, thoi, thoi, dirng, dirng cé lay
¢0 Hai.» Ro6i day lai x4 ba pht ma néi ti€p luén riang : « Da,
bim b, va ong voi ba la cha me cta dan, eon chau day
[a ké bat tai, lai 1a con dan trong quan ; diu cho viéc gi
lon-lao di niva chau ciing ching dam tiée cong thay, hudng”
chi 1a vi¢e tim thuong chit dinh, chau dau dam ké on ma
tho linh nhitng hau Ié cta ba; mién xin ba thuong xot dén
phan hén niiy 1a di.» Ba phii noi: « Ay chiing qua la thay
dung 101 qua khiem da ma thoi, cho cai on tai-sanh nay
con ¢6 chi bang. » DPo-khie-Nuwong ciing cir tir ¢hdi hoai,
cho chiing hé chiu lanh 1é-vat bae-tién ¢hi hét. Ba phi trong
long khen thim, nhon hoi thim qua viée gia-tinh, lai hoi
~dén vi¢e lira do6i. hoiiec dd co noi nao hay chuwa ¢o. Do-
khiac-Xwong ciing thua thiét rang : « Trong ba bdn niim troi,
gia-dao cta chau rat suy vi, phin thi cha chau mice di ra
Bic, nay nha chau chi eon ¢6 mot ba-thian chau voi chaau,
me con hu-hi hom som véi nhau; hém vi thid¢u truede hat
sau, cho nén hé gia-that chau chwra nghi Loi. » Ba phu nghe
noi ngui-ngui, lay lam thwong xot. Con Mo-Trinh thi trong
| Hong khap-khdi mirng tham. Con dang chuyén van, ngoai
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san bong di hau truwa, Bu-khac-\lm'ng, lien dirng day cao
tlr ma lui got.

Khi Pé-khiie-Xwrong di vé roi, ma ba pha van con tram- -

tro khen mai, ba lai néi voi Mo-Trinh rang: «Nidy con,
mé thily Po-khiic-Xwong thi¢t ma thwong né qua; thing
sao tuoi tuy con nhé ma phim hanh doan trang, ctr chi dang
hoang, n6i nang nho nha, ngit vi nha noé thi nghéo, ma tanb
cha con thi kho qua, cho phai tanh cha con ma cting duoe

‘nhu tinh ma day viy, chiing ciin su giau ngheo, mién la

tai dirc cho ven toan la du; thi ma ga con cho no dé hiu
stra trap nung khin, cho tron on tron nghia.» Mo-Trinh
nghe ba no6i bay nhiéu loi, dwong nhw danh trang tim den,
nén nang cting mudn to thiét v minh cho ba nghe, ngit cai
nghé con-gai moi lon lén, hé noéi toi viée vor chong thi hay
méc-co' mieng, cho nén nang dom da doi ba phen, vira
mudn mo miéng ra, réi nang lai nin. Ba phu thiy vay
da bi&t v con, bén hoi gay diu rang: « Theo ¥ ma thi nhw
vay, v con nghi sao? » Mo-Trinh ban diu con hoi xén-lén

hoi lAu nang moi thua rang : « Néu ma qua ¢6 long thuwong
chang nhuw vay, thi con moi dam to thi¢t cai tam-chi cua
corr cho ma nghe. VA con ¢6 nghe danh Bo-khic-Xwong
ring & voi me cha rat nén chi-hi€¢u, o voi ¢o6 bac x6m-
diéng lai co 1& nghia khiém cung, nho-hoc ciing thong, tay-
hoc ciing gioi; giau sang khong bo-dd, ngheo kho ching
khinh-khi, that la hi€¢u nghia ven hai, dire tai gom da: n€u
nay ma ma mudn chon dwrge ré hién, thi nhu chang vay
con moi danh trao than goi phan. Hudng chi co-ngir ¢o
cau rang: Nam nir tho tho bat than. Ma lac con bi chim
do choi-voi gitra dong, chang ra on ctau vot, bong am con
ma dem dwge lén bo; da biét rang vi gap con nguy cip-
theé 4t phai ting quyén, song xét cho ki lai thi dwong nhuw
con di that than noi chang réi, néu ngay sau ma con chang

‘duwoc ket doi ban voi chang, thi tha la con o vay tron doi,

chd con ching hé chiu mang danh thdt ti¢t dau. » Ba pha
nghe 161 con néi phai, thi ba ciing khen thim, song ba vin
biét y chong, cho nén ba téo y lo budén va noi rang : « Con
nghi nhu vay that cling phai lam do6 con; ngit vi tanh-tinh
cha con thi khae, ma khong bi€t tinh 1€ nao dé thinh-thoan
ma do thir § cha con coi thé nao cho bigt. » M¢-Trinh nghq\mﬁ
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<fing lam thinh, bén trd vo budng chuyén van voi Lé-Dung
cho tieu-khién.

Ching dé lace hai me con dwong néi chuyén véi nhau, thi
L.¢-Dung da ding nap dua ctra budng rinh nghe ro hét;
nén khi Mo-Trinh bude vao thi Lé-Dung lién ngé mét ma
curdi va noi rang: « Ay o rang la Thién tung nhon nguyén
do6, nén moi khién cho ba ceting dem da thu'()'ng chang,
néu vay thi cai cudoe nhon-duyén cia chi sau nay thiét daco

anh-luro'n;, roi do da chi a.» Mo-Trinh noi: « UalTé ra nhtrng
Ivi cua ma chi noi chuyén voi chi na3 gior do, em dia ro héet
roi sao? That kho qua di em. Y cia ma chi thi vay, con
v cta cha chi thi khac hin di thoi; khong biét sau nay
ma chi co duwge man nguyén ciung ching ? Va hom nay chi
di xem thay ro rang, nhw chang vay thiét 1a ngudi hao-hoa
phong-nha, tai-mao lwdng toan; theo nhw loi em xem
twdong ma luan voi chi hom no thiét qua chéing lam. Nhung
vav ma chi con e nhiéu noi lam em.

— Viée gi ma chi lo nhiéu lam vy ?

— Khong lo sao dwge. Nay em! Mot 1a chi e cho cha chi
ché chang nghéo ma khong ehiu ga; haila chi lai e cho bén
kia, khong bi€t chang c6 v gi ma nghi dén chi hay ching?
N&u chang ma qua vo tinh, con minh day, khong 1€ ma
minh tr di lam mai-mdi cho minh; thé ra, diu chi em
minh ¢o tinh gi cho lim di nira ciing la vo ich.

— Viée doé em da liéu roi.

“m li¢u sao?

N¢un mudn cho ro dwge v chang, thi_chi phai mua
mot hop khin mu-soa (khin hi-miii) cho thiét tot, roi
chi em minh phai chiu kho it dém ma théu trong moi cai
khan mot ciap chim oan-wong cho khéo, roi dem ma cho
chiang, mwon ¢ ring nho on cru tir, nén phai tam chat vat
hen dé lam ky-niém; va lai hom ray ndao la bace tién, nao
la 1é vat, dv la minh toan on tra nghia dén, ma chang da
nhirt-nhat khong dang, thi cing da danh; chd nhw nay
ma minh ting ¢o 3 cai khin ndy, khong 1&¢ ma chang di no
danh long tir ntra; ma hé chang chiu linh mdy cai khin
nay roi thi viée ra thé nao, chi em ta it s& rdo duwoe ¥ chang,
chd khong kho. » MO-Trinh nghe Lé-Dung noi diet 1oi thi
min cuoi ma noi rang: « Tuoi em con pho ma kién-thire
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“rdit cao, thiét chi khong bi Kip.» Noi réi lién lay tién trao cho
Lé-Dung, bdao nang ra chg mua mét hop khin va cac thir
‘?, ~¢hi mau dem vé mo6i dém hai chi em thire théu voi nhau.
NS Khi théu réi bén dem ciit dé vao rwong, cho ¢o dip sé goi
N cho Bo-khiie-Xwong ma do v chang-ta cho biét.
Ngay kia quan phu lai ti€p dwge gidy cua quan Toa,
phu cho ong tra xét mot vu kién tranh dién tho thuoce vé
| trong quin ctiia 6ng, nén ong phédi day linh sim sira ghe
hiu cho ong di lam #dn-k&t (enquéte) () nha hai chi em
ban tinh voi nhau, mudn dung dip dy diing dem hop khin
~qua ma cho chang Po. Ban tinh xong roi, Mo-Trinh lién
.gid ¥ nhire ddu, sai Lé-Dung di kiém la xong, voi thira dip
[} ~di luon qua nha chang Do.
5 Nhiém lie Do-khiie-Xwong dwong ngsi trong nha ma xem
e nhuyt-bao, bong nghe cho stia om-som, bén nguwde miit ngo
ra, thily Lé-Dung nét mit (woi cudi, ngoai sin xam-xudi
- bwde vao. Chang ta lién buong to nhut-bao, dirng dayv chao
= mirng va hoi ring: « Hom nay ¢o lai d€n day, hoiic ¢6 di
L g ~choi, hay la ba lai cho kéu toi ma day bao déu_chi nira
- 4 © «chang?» Lé-Dung noi: « Da, thuwa khong phai ba toi sai
biéu; toi qua day 1a bdi vang 1o chi hai toi ma.. ..» Po-
b khiac-Xwong nghe noéi téi do trong long I\lmp-l\hm mung
£ thim, lién voi-vang rude hoi nang ring: « Ua! Noi vay, té
L ra ¢o hai sai co qua day, ma ¢o vi¢e chi ching ¢6 ?» Lé-Dung
' ~chim-chim miéng cwoi va dap riing: « Thua ¢o viée ciin,
nén em moi qua day.» Va noi va mo hop khan ra, dem
«dé trén ban ngay trwede mat chang, roi noi llcp thém
‘ang : « Nhon vi luc no chi toi nho on thiy ciru tir, thiét
~cal on tai tao ndy vi nhu song bién, den dap da ghe
. phcu ma thiay khong chiu ldy, tr &y nhing nay, chi toi
N viiln hiing canh-canh noi l(mg,, l\h()ng, hé gquén dwoce; nén
i nay chi t6i phai théu mot chye khian nidy, day toi dem
qua cho thiy dé lam ky-niém, vat heén chat dinh, thiét
L chang dang chi; nhung ma, do la cai cong kho cta chi
& toi thire-théi maly dém, xin thiay cho phu. Khi toi ra di chi
: {0i lai dinh-ninh dén bdo toi ring, n€u cai hop khiin niy ma
= no duge & voi thay, thi diu cho dén cii dén rach, no ciing
-con nho hanh-phu'orc dé. » Do-khic-Xwong nghe noi min
| cwdi va dap rang: « \v la loi cua co hai qua ting do ma
.~ :théi, cho ké bit tai niy 1a mot nguoi dire bac, co phuée
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chi dau ma dwge nhw 1oi ¢6 hai day vay. » Va noi va mo
hop khiin x0 ra tir cai ma coi, thdly cai nao eting ¢é théu
mot ciap oan-wrong that khéo, tuy la chim thénu trong vai
ma xem ra riat co tinh-than. Chang ta vira xem vira nghi,
thi da hiéu cai tham-y ctia nang roi, trong long khiip khob
mirng tham, bén noi voi Lé-Dung ring: «C(mg lao chut
dinh, toi dau dam goi la on, 18 thi t6i chiing dam tho lank
vat gi, ngit vi toi thdly ¢o hai di dung tdm nhw viy, néu
toi tir ¢hdi vat ndy thi thanh ra t6i la ngwdi vo tinh vo vi,
cho nén t6i phii tam linh ciia niy. Vay xin ¢o hiy tam-
dinh got ngoc ma doi toi mol vai phiat dong-ho, dé toi
viet mot bire tho ma dap ta hau-tinh, nho ¢6 dam vé trao .
ginm lai cho ¢o hai, thi toi lay lam may-man lam dé. » Lé-
Dung git ddu va xin vang loi. Bo-khac-Xwong lién buée
lai bzm vi¢t ngoi suy nght mot minh lﬁng « Nang Tir-mo-
Trinh muwon co ta on, lai théu trong méi cai khiin méi cip
oan-rong ma cho ta nhuw viy day thi k¥ trung nang da hiru
tinh hiru vy voi ta roi ; gia di nhirng loi cua Le-Dung da noi
khéo voi ta nay gio do, néu giong lai cho ky ma coi thi
cling qua quy@t nhw loi ta liéu vay, the¢ ra Ti-mo-Trinh
ndy gua la mot nguoi tri-ky ctia ta réi, cho chiing con nghi
ngo chi ntra. Vay thi bay gio day ta phai dung v cach nao
ma hoi dap voi nang, ding lam cho nang o dwoe yta
ding cling dong tim dong Chl vOi nang \ay » Suy nghi hoi
lau, vung nho lai may cay quat rat tot cta cha chang mua
O Biac-ky da goi vé cho chzmg moi hom tudin trweoe. Chang
litn luwa 1ay mot cay thiét tot, r6i vé vao hai nhanh ngo--
dong. phia trén lai vé mot cép ehim, tire 14 con chim loan
vioi con chim phung, hai con dau trén hai nhanh ngé-dong
duong dau mo voi nhau. V& xong x€p lai, ciat mot réo
vai quy€n hinh nhw soi giai, lai 1ay vi€t dé vao soi giz’ti
mot chir dong riit to, buoce chiit chung, quanh cay quat, rot
moi ldy gidly goi phong tr t&, dam lai trao cho Lé-Dung -
chitm chim miéng cuwdi ma néi ring : « Gia-dao bin hang,
thi¢t khong c6 vat chi la qui, vay sin co6 cay quat Bac-ky,
cua ng,hlém-than toi moi goi vé cho toi day, nén toi hoce
hoa ho-16, biit chuwde theo ¢o hai cling vé mot cap chim,
nho co dem vé trao giiim lai cho ¢6 hal va thua voi co hai
cho rd rang toi ciing tam chat vat héen nay ma goi la dap
1é&; n€u c¢o6 hai ma ching ché cua tuec vat heén, thi tron
mot doi cua ké bit-tai ndy ldy lam may-mén lim vay. »
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Lé-Dung dirng day nét mat twoi cuwoi, hai tay linh 1y goéi

quat, gidu dé trong minh, réi moi tir gia Khice-Xwong ma doi

~got. Chang Do ciing theo dwa ra toi clta ngé phia ngoai,

0l méi tran trong vai loi ma tro lai.

Khi Lé-Dung vé roi, chang B6 ngoi lai mot minh gio may
cal khan ra xem di xem lai hoai, trong long mung qua
doi mirng, dén khi chang nho lai cai tanh-tinh ctia quan phu
thi chang lai giut minh, vi bi€t cha chang la nguwoi thanh-
bach, hodc la ong khong chiu lam suoi voi quan phi nity,
r6iminh phan laim con ;méi bi€t licu sao day. M()l minh
suy 101 nghi lui, roi lai git diu ma noéi ring: « O'! Bay
gidy ta moinhd lai, lne cha ta-con & nha, moi khi nguoi noi
<chuven voi me ta thi nguol van thuwong hay nol cau nav .
« Thiet Ia ky qua di my, quan chi-quan cua mmh day la Tu-
th&-Anh, vin [& mot ngwoi tanh tinh sau sic, kién loi vong
nghia, thi¢t la mot tay tham pha phu bian; ma sao nguoi lai

sanh dwge mot nang con gai, nét na hién hiéu, lai thém

ngon hanh doan trang: ay moi bi€t, cay dang lai sanh trai
ngot, that ré rang 1o tue vi chiing lam. » Lic dv me ta lai
dap ring: « Hay la tai nang nho cai dire cia me nang
ching. vi t6i -c6 nghe ba phi nay 14 ngwoi hién-dire lam
ma ! » Cha ta lai git diu ma noi »ing: « C6 khi phai do. »
Nhuwr the thi ta it ciing con ¢6 ché trong mong két toc xe
tor voi nang la nho ¢é6 mily cau chuyén niy chang. » Nghi
nhur viay roi chang moi bot lo, bén an long ma cho dip.

Bay nhac lai viée nang Lé-Dung, khi ra vé ciing gia v
kidgm mot bo la xong dem vé giao cho nguoi don-ba niu

an diroi b€p, didn ndu dé soi cho dwge 10 phat dong-ho

61 s€ bung 1én cho ¢6 hai xong. Din xong, bén trd 1én
nha trén buédc thing vdo budng ; Mo-Trinh vira ngo thiy
Lé-Dung buwde vao thi curdi va noi bon ring: « « Mén o1 !
Tiy-Ha (1) di 'Str da vé, thiét toi khong hay ma viéng tiép
cho ! » Le-Dung cling min cwdi ma dap lai riing : « Ma
cing that I may, nén moéi khoi nhuce kv quan-mang do
~chi. » Noi roi hai chi em lai cwoi xoa voi nhau. Roi do Lé-
Dung lién 1ay <cai goi quat ra trao cho Mo-Trinh. Mé-Trinh

(1) Thy-Ha la Str ctia vaa Cao-T3 déi Hén, ngudi ¢o tai thiét bién;
lir&i bén nhw gwom, noi xui nhu chay.
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tiép lay, chuea hiéu theé ndo, d€n luc mo ra, thiy du cac
moén, bén lam thinh nham nhia va suy nghi mot hoéi, réi
ng6d [e-Dung miéng cudi 1on-léng ma noéi ring : « Ndy em!
Chi di hi¢u v chang B6 roi day em, con em nghi thé nio 2»
Lé-Dung noi : « Thi chi cir giai ro cho em nghe, thir coi co
hiép v-kign voi nhau chang ? » Mo-Trinh bén chi tir mén
ma noi voi Lé-Dung ring @ « Nay em ! Pay la soi giai, ma
chang lai dé mot chir Pong noi phia trong long, ma long.

tire la ehir Tam : ay la gidi-dong-tam do em, chang lai lay

i . . .
soi gidi ndy ma buoc chilt vao cay quat. Ay ¢o phai la chang
quvét k€t chat cai gidi-dong-tam, chang con nghi ngo gi
nira. » Le-Dung gt dau, miéng cudi lum tim. Mo-Trinh

Jai s¢ cay quat ra, chi cho Lé¢-Dung coi ma néi ring:

« Niv la hai nhanh Ngo-dong, ciing hiéu la hai chiv dong-
tam. Chi nhw hai con chim loan va chim phung ma dau
mo voi nhau day, la chang to v ring chang mudn cho
loan phung hoa minh, doi lia sum vay, triim nim: két eanh
do, co phai vay chang em ? » Lé-Dung cwoi rang: « Hay |
Thiét qua 1a hay !! Chi li¢u sw nhuw thin, thi¢t khong sai
mot mav. » Mo-Trinh lai noi voi Lé-Dung ring: « Vice tuy
thi [im vay, song chi con e vi tic ma chang bi€t dwoc rang
chi dd hicu ¥y chang hay chwa. Vay dé chi vi€t thém mot
phong tho cho chang chic v, va xin em hay chiu kho vii
chi mot phen niva méi xong. » Noi roi lién lay giay viet tho,
ni¢m phong tir 1€, trao cho Lé-Dung ma din riang: « Niy
em, hayv di cho mau roi vé cho chong em nghé !» Lé-Dung

ang loi lanh tho di lién.

Diay noi vé Chang Bo. tir khi trao cav quat cho Lé-Dung
dem vé cho Mo-Trinh roi, trong long thoi thop chwa bidt
may riii thé ndo, bong thiv Lé-Dung ngoai ngd bude vao
miéng cuwdi ehum-chim tay trao bire tho va noéi rang: «Chi
toi mong on thav goi cho edy quat, nén phai tam kinh doi
loi goi 1a to ¥ ta on: vay xin thdy hiay coi cho ky lay bire
tho ndy thi moi ro duge tit da chi-thanh ctia chi 101 viay.»
DBo-khiie-Xwong long mirng khiip khoi, voi vang ma bire tho
lién, té ra chiing thily néi mot cau gi, duy thiy ¢6 mot tér
gidly xap doi, thoa keo chinh gitra cho dinh khéan lai, phia

triroe 6 dé mot chivr Nhidrt, ma pbia sau ciing la mot chiv

-
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Nhit. Chang-ta ngo ngan, chwra hiéu lam sao, suy nghi hoi
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1au r6i moi tinh ngo, lién ngd Lé-Dung ma cudi va noirang -
« Niiy 14 ¥ ¢6 hai mudn noi: Khin khdan mot long thi chung
nhir nhirl day, ¢6 phai vay ching! Thiét ¢o hai 1a mot nguai
thong-minh tuyét th, vi¢e gi co eiing hiéu rd v toi; the thi
ro rang co la mot ban tri-ky cta toi ddy. Vay xin co tro ve
thura lai voi ¢o hai cho rd ring ké bat-tai ndy xin lanh v
cta ¢6 hai, diu dén thac t6i ciing ching dam sai doi tat da

vav.» Lé-Dung nghe noi rit khen thim va kinh phuc chang

cung, roi do nang lién dirng day tir gia quay qua ra vé ; dem
heét méy 1oi cua chang B6 ma thuat ro lai cho Mo-Trinh
nghe. Mo-Trinh thay vay lai cang khen phuce, bén din do
Lé-Dung ring: « Nay tuy la chang da ro tdm long cua chi,
ma chi day efing bi¢t duge v chang réi thi mée diu, song em
ciing nén thi khiu nhw binh, chd ching kha hé hinh ma
lau viée; dé thinh thodn cho me chi do thir v cha chi xem
coi thé nao roi sau sé t§y co trng big€n. » L¢-Dung nghe noi
ciing gat diu khen phai.

Tir d6 hai chi em dn ngu chang yén, ngay dém vin ctr
lo thiim, s¢ e quan phu chuong cho giau sang ma ¢p-uong.
Ngay kia quan phu dang ngoi trong dinh bong thay tén
linh chay vao bam ring: « Baim ong, ¢6 ghe quan Bde-phu
chi-quan chiau-thanh dén viéng, ghe moi vira dau tai btn
ciu. » Quan phu nghe chwa dirt 1¢i thi di voi vang dimg
a ° . ~ > . ~ - » . . A - :
day di lién, xudng don tai bén cau ma nghinh tiép. (Nguyén
3 - o H e v . . ) » r . » y
quan Doc-phu-sir nay tén la Pham-nhirt-Thanh, nho ¢6 quan
trén véu chudong, cho nén oai th€ cua ngai it ai bi kip; cac
quan chi-quan trong tinh, 6ng nao 6ng ndy ciing khiép
oai, lang tong dan tinh thay déu s¢ ngai ciling nhu s¢ cop.
Khi quan pht rwde ngai vao dinh roi lién hoi linh hiu
khui reou la-ve ra cho ngai giai khat. Luc hai dang duong

ngoi uong rwgu voi nhau, quan pha bén hoi rang: « Khong

may khi quan-lon dén day, lam cho béng-tac sanh huy,
thiét toi lay lam vinh hanh ching ciing, song chang bi€t ¢o
cong-sur chi chi, hay la t se? » Quan Boc-phu min cudi
va noi rang : « Khong, ching ¢o6 viée chi, chiing qua la 16i
dung dip trong hai ngay 1¢ nghi hiu ma di choi, nhon di
ngang qua day, tién duong toi nghé thim ngai dé dam dao
chot vy ma.
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— Thiét toi rat cam on guan-lon. Tré bay! rot ruon
thém cho Qnan-lon day bay.

— A ! 16i ¢6 nghe linh-ai niim nay cung da trfmg, roi hal
Ching hay chau no da dwge méay tuoi roi vay ngai?

— Da. bim quan-lon, nim nay no méi diroe 18 tudi, ma
né con kho qua di quan lon.

— Hir! Ay chang qua la ngai qua khiéem dé ma thei,
chd 161 ¢o nghe nguoi ta don dii ngoi khen no lim mal
Duroc da, tuoi do vira lam da. Niy ngai! Chuyén anh em
minh cho khong phii ngudi nao, vay d¢ toi xin 16i voi
ngai ma noi xap mot cai cho XOE: ;o

— Da, bam quan- -lén, ¢o vu; «hi thi quan-lon et noi,
khong hé chi, vi toi 1a em-it cua quan-lon. \

— Niy ngai ! ¢6 mot chd, ho mudn cay toi lam mai, di
noi con chau day, thing dé nim nay moi ¢6 hai muoi tuoi
ma cha me no giau qua di ngai.

— Ching hay con ai & dau vay §uan-lon ?

— Nguoi do la anh em chu bac voi toi, tén la Pham-htra-
Ngot, nha cira ¢ tai Ba-Xuvén, giau lon lim, moi nam thau
Ina ruong hon hai tram ngan gia lan da ngai; nho c6 may
ky qudc-trai anh giup cho nha nuwéde vay nlueu qua, nén
anh duoce thwong chire huyén ham.

— Thang do ¢6 hoc hanh chi chiing quan-lén? ma né

tén gi ? )

Quan Ddc-phi-Str ngan ngir mot hoi roi noi : — - Co cha!
ma déu......... '

— Ma déu......... ma déu........ sao a quan-lom?

— Ma déu no hoc it mot chat, méc né la con cang,
vi anh huyén toi, sanh ¢6 mot minh no la trai, cho nén anh
<hi hay cang n6 qua. Boi vay no hoc trieong tinh gan thi
lﬁ'} \ct-tip-phi ca (certificat) réi no thoi, khong chiu hoc
nira, dé tha di choi hoai, hai vo chong anh huyén toi moi
tinh kiém vo cho né. diing ¢6 buoe chon buoc ciing no lai
da ngai. Tén no la Pham-htru-Chanh.

— Tubi con trai tr&ng nién pha lwe cwrong, sao no khong
lo hoc cho toi, dé bo udng qua quan-lon ha!

— Ngai néi ciing phai, nhing ma, Oi ! Bubdi niiy la budi
huv nh-kim thg giai, c6 chi manh cho bing thé—lgrc kim-
tién dau ngai. No dot thay ké no, mién la laa cho diy bo,
bac cho day ta thi thoi, mot nam hai ba trim ngan gia lua
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sruong chd it i gi sao, dau no dot thi dot, ché no co s ai.

‘Phai vay khong ngai ?

Quan phu nghe noi it hoe thi c¢o hoi buén, song vi bai
4rim ngan gia lia rudéng moi niim, no lam cho ngai ciing
phii digc tai choa mit; nhwng ma, ngai van biét v ba, nén
tinh dé do lai coi, cho chwra diam hiva ; bén noi voi quan Boe-
‘phti riing : « Bim quan-lon, da bi€t ring toi day la nhut gia
vi trieong thi mac dau, song toi cling con phai hoi lai me-
‘biy-tre 10i, coi v ba theé nao, roi trong vai bira 16i sé cho
gquan-lon hay.

— Vay ciing dwge, thoi, dé tai kidu ngai toi vé, roi bé nao
xin ngai ciing cho toi hay cho som sém vay nghé, toi ¢o
lbng trong tin ngai lim da. A ma niy ngdn' Ram, lay nghé!?
Ché do giau lé’n ldm da !! Pung bo qua, uong lam da ngai.

Quan phii theo dwa quan Pde-phii xuéng ghe rii maoi
tro 1én, di thang vao nha twr, kéu ba phit ra ma noi ring:
«« Niay mu ! Nay ¢o quan Bdc-phi-sir Pham-nhat-Thanh dén
‘tham toi va ngai lai lam mai, mudn noi con gai minh cho
théing chau cia ngai, no kéu ngai bang chu, nha no o dwoi
Ba-Xuvén ; cha né la ong huyen ham Ngot, giau co lon lim,
mgit co mot déu thang do no it hoe mot chut, chd laa ruong
ctia cha n6 moéi nim toi hai ba trim ngan gia lan ba.» Ba
¢phu nghe ong noi dert 161 thi siac mat ba khong vui, ba ben
“ra 1oi mot cach rit lat 1€o riing : « No giau thi giau, cho toi
‘khaong ham, vay chd ong khong hiét v con-gai cua ong hay
sao ?

— Sao? Mu noi sao ? Y con gai toi sao ? N6 cai toi duge
“hay sao ?7?

— VA con-gai cua minh la mot dia bi€t déu, hoc hanh
«eiing gioi, cdm ky thi hoa ching thua ai, nay 6ng mudn
dem no6 ma ga cho mot dwra it hoe, 16i e né chiing vira long,
vy chiing l1a toi nghiép cho no lim ching ong?

— Na it hoe ma no giau to kia kia!

— Ai lai ching biét no giau, lm"mg, la ai kia, cho thang
con trai cua 6ng huyén Ngot; ong tuong toi khong bift no

hay sao? Cai thiing lam sao ma Ch;‘“b nhirng la dot nat ma
thoi, lai thém hinh dung tho-bi, an noi coc-cing, den thui

- vden thit; chice la con no ¢oé chiu o dau.
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| — Ma pgudi ta néi no giau day né! loa ruong hai teine
; ngan gia moi nam, mu bi€t hong? 7
— OUng cwr chu'ug, 3 cii giau cua no voi toi hoai, may tram, o
ngan gia thy may tram ngan gia cho'! Vay cho *ong khong, o
nghe cau luc-(lu,u ngum la hat d6 sao? )
| — Cau tye diéu gi? Ho hat lam sao?? -
5,1 | — Can tye-diéu nguoi ta hat ring: Ch&ng tham bo lia-
‘ anh ddy, tham ba hang chie cho tay the gian, Céu tuc—dléu .
do, cho c‘m tuc-diéun gi. | oA
| — Hu! Khéo bay dal khong ? Hav Chll' cho bing gitt &n?
B - Mu dirng c¢o cii toi ma!» |
l. Ba phu thay ong, ¥ mudn do quau, ba lién day mit ché =
| khac ma noi mot cach rdat nho nhe rang: « Ai ma ecai ong. —~
lam gi, déu toi nghi lai cai cong caa toi sanh ra duoe co i
mot chuat gai, minh hat xwong mai, lai thong minh tét e
ching, 101 eling mudn chon cho dwroe m ot diva ré hién, ching e
Tudan giau nghéo, mién lam sao cho tai dive ven toan, dang f-,l
ma ga no cho xirng doi vira lira thi toi moi duwoe dep mit -
no may ; khong dé ma ngay nay, o6ng ham ¢6 hai tram ngan =~
gia laa ruong moi niam, ma ong mudn vui dap con gai toi.
: nhu vay, nen toi mai noéi cho ong nghe, ¢ho 16i ¢6 cai ong :
m ehi: no la con cua ong, 6ug mudn ga né cho ai cling g
tur v, duy toi chi xin ong phii nghi lai mot déu niy la déu
cin nhirt: Pham hé vo chong ma thuong yéu nhau, quyén
luyén nhau, la baoi ¢o cai moi ai-tinh, néu né khoéng co ai-
tinh ma minh ctr ¥ gnvén cha me ép-uon no, thi vé sau at
F cling do-dang, chd khong cé thé nao buoe no o doi voi
nhau cho Lin dwee; theé thi ép né ma ¢o6 ich gi? Tuy noi thi
noi vay, chir no la con cua 6ng, ong cir hoi lay no, cho toi
dau dam cii. » Quan phua lién kéu \IQ-Trmh a, dz‘,iug hoi v
L con cho bi¢t.

f Chang dé nhitng caun chuyén cia hai ong ba tranh cai.
voi nhau nay gio, Mo-Trinh di nip lén rinh nghe, diu duoi
da rd het, nén nang ¢ trong buong da khoc loc voi Leé-Dung b
rci. Khi nghe quan phua kéu téi tén nang, thi nang ciing. >
phai ép long rén rén bude ra, mat hoa u-dot, luy ngoc-
dam-dé. Quan phu duwong san tron gian ba, lai thay tinh- i
hinh cta nang nhw vay, nén ngai cling gian luon, bén nal
lon lén rang: « Chuvén gi ma khoc ? Khéo khong 2 Hen chi |
ngudi ta hay noi, hé me nao thi con ndly, thi¢t cling phai. A
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lim chat! Sae? Cho giau sang nhu vay ma con con ché hay-
sa0?? PO ! con nghi coi, nha nguwoi ta thi giau ¢o lung, lar
ciing 124 mot ong huyén ham chd phai 161 thoi hay sao?
Hudng chi Bac ciia n6 la quan Pde-phii-sir. van la mot
nguwoi ral ¢o quyén-th€ hon cha, ma nay nguaoi lai dirng
lam mai cho no nira, thi la cho giau sang tot bure, con tre
hi¢p noi gi? Con hiay nghe 101 cha ma ung phivt cho roi,
dirng ¢o nghich ¥ ma liim cho cha thém gian.» Mo-Trinh thay
cha duong lae néng nay nén nang chang dam noi chi, cir

~dirng khoe hoai. Ba phu thily vay, lai ruoe ma noéi riang:

« Toi xin ong bot gidan ma dé cho 16i phan ro mot doi déu,

pham hé vor chong ma bidt qui trong nhau, biét véu thurong

nhau, 14 boi ed cai moi ai-tinh cao thwong, o ai-tinh réi moi
twong diat voi nhau, ehirng dv chong lo viée ngoai, vo lo
viée trong, moi n«fu'()'i déu gitr theo chirc-nhi¢m cina minh,
trong v tuong v vl nhan, thuong hoa ha lic, phu Xtrong
phu tuv° l\lmn;, ai khinh thi ai, l\hong al hi¢p ch@ ai. chung
vui chung buon, dong tam hu-p v duge nhu vay, ddu cho
lam vo m()t len si nghco cing con ('6 tha vui, chd nhu ham
méy chd sang gidu, rii nhim cong-tr Bot, nhirng hang nguoi
av, phiin dong déu la bon v cua, dam dat tanh thzmh ho coi
dirn-bit con-gai cung nhuw mol mon do choi, dé vudl ve nuwny
ni¢u trung bon cho thoa long: thodn nhu c6 déu ndao ma
khong vira ¥ ho, thi da thay ho Iy di lién, chd ho co bigt
chi la dao tinh tham nghia trong. Con néi toi viee tinh, thi
ho lai lay déu dam-duc luy@n-i1 ma goi Ia tinh, chd ho co
ro dau dwoce cai moi tinh cho chanh-dang. Tinh ma chanh-

dang ay. la phat w 1&, ehi v nghia, chang dam chang loan,

maoi goi la tinh; bang chﬁng vay thi la eam tha chi tinh, cho
at goi Ia tinh cao thuwong! Chi nhu ong Ngol ma duoc tluri'rng
chuc huyen ham, thi l)al (|lll 1 nlm cO thé-lire kim-tién,
chir ong o cong-lao han-ma chi dau, ma ciing chiing phai
la ong co tai bo gi, thi cai ham dy ai cho la qui. » Quan phi
nghe ba noi oi do thi lai cang noi xung, ving nat lon lén
rang: « Mu dl‘m'n co nhicu chuvén, khéo bat chuwdoe ai ma
noi cdi giong ciin cao; n@u me con mu ma cai 1oi toi, thi
dirng hach 0. » Quan phi mieng thi la 6, ma mét thi e
lmm ham. Mo- l‘rmh thay cha tanh tinh nong nay, lai thém
durong e gian-duoi ma noi tran 161 dinh, nén nang et lam

thinh. chi e6 khoc rong. ma ba phu ciing nin luon, chang
dam noi rang chi mm het.
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Cach ching bao lau, éng lai ti€p dwge tho cha quan Boe-
phu Pham-nhitel-Thanh goi dén cho 6ng ma cin thace hoi
tham vi¢e dy. Viée ciip bire nhw vay, ong ching biét tinh
sao, neéu’ goi tho tra loi ma hen nira, thi lai so mit long
quan Doc-phi, nén ong tinh héi am ma chiu bée cho ém ;
roi ldn ldn sé dyng loi ngon ngot dd danh, khong 18 ma
con minh né dam cai. Nghi nhw vay réi ong lién viét tho
hoi am cho quan Pdc-phtt ma hia chiu ga con gai ciia ong
<ho con trai ong huy¢n Ngot.

Khi quan Boc-phtt Pham-nhat-Thanh tigp dwge tin lanh,
mirng vui chang xiét, lién viét tho goi xudng Ba-Xuvén ma
cho quan huyén Ngot hay, biao phai chon ngay va sam da
Ié-vat dem lén, ding c¢o di bo triu cau cho sém.

Ngay gio tham thoat, lat bat ma da trot mot thang ngodi,
dwdi kia ong huyén Ngot dii coi dwoe ngay, twong 1é-vat
bi ban, di mot chi€e tau hoi rat to, 1én ghé tai Mytho ruwée
quan Die-phu Pham-nh@t-Thanh, r6i thing xudng dén dinh
quan phu Tiu-thé-Anh ma di 1é hoi.

(Luc ndy Kg-gia chwea kip noi ra, ma ticong khi khan-quan
ai ai ciing biét chae rang nang Ti-mo-Trinh, thi do ndo au
sau, cirratl o trong buong, chd khong chiu ra; con nang
Tran-lé-Dung the nao citng nup lén rinh coi cdai nhon-pham
cua cong-tir the niao cho biét). :

Ma thiét qua nhwvay dé chat! Khi hai chi em nghe duoe
tin quan phu da hira hon va bén trai da toi ma di Ié hoi
roi, thinh linh nhw sét danh vao tai, Tir-mo-Trinh tam-thin
ru liét, bai hoai tay chon, nuwoce mit chay tuon ra nhir subi,
con Le¢-Dung thi lén lai déng nap giva cira buong ma dom
ra, thily o6ng mai la quan Doc-phi, mic mot cai 4o 16 miu
huian bong lon, trong lot mau ho-thay, diau bit khano den,
noi trudge ngue co deo 3, 6 cai mé-day rut ro; con quan
huyén ham (ong suoi (rai) thi mat mot cai 4o mhung den,
trong 1ot mau trirng sdo, k&t maot bo nut vang rat to. gin
bing ngon tay cai; hai ban tay, ban néo cling co deo
chién-chién con diau do lom, chon mang moét doi giay ham
deh théu cwom, miéng in trin do hoct. Duy e¢6 chang re la
cau hai Chanh, miic moét cai 4o xa-len, 5 ¢ai nut biang vimg
cling to bang vién dan chién. Peo mot soi day chién dong-
ho bing vang, tur nach thong xudng toi lung quén, woce ciing
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~ -~ hon 5 lwong: diu cau 'bit khan den ma khan dong, chom
- cdun mang doi giay an-phon lang ngoi, tay chon kit com,

dién mao tim thuwong. Lé-Dung xem ro h&t may ngudi rod
quay trdr vo buodng, cir ngdé Mo-Trinh ma chie ledi lat dau

thér ra tho vao, ché eiing chiing bidt néi lam sao cho duoc.

Khi lam 1& xong r6i bén trai bén dd cai qua, 18y ra mot
d6i bong-tai ¢6 nhan ngoc xoan, gia dang 200 di’mg; 3 chiée
ca-ra cling nhan ngoc xoan, diang 9 tram dong va 2 luong
hot vang ma cho nang dau, goi la 1é buot tay. Quan phu
phoi pho trong long, song ong bi€t kho ma bio Mo-Trinh
ra chao cho dwge, nén 6ng ki€m chuyén ma ki€u ring:
« L& gi toi phai bao con gai toi ra chao cha chong né moi
phai, ngat rii vi n6 rét may bira ray, bav gio no lai duwong
lam cir; vay xin quan-lom cung anh suoi mién 1& cho no.»
Quan Ddc-phu lién rwde ma noi ring: « Hay cung gi thi
cial chao do, con nit thi n6 hay méac ¢d, diau n6 khong dau

ciing vay, doi vin-minh nav, ta ciing nén ch& bot di, bo

bude lam chi cho cue long con chau.» No6i roi ving cuoi
xoa. Roi do6 hai dang tro chuyén giao k@t voi nhau dau do
xong xuoi thi dong hé da g6 11 gio. Quan pha lién hdi ké
o trong nha don tiéc rurgu ra, chi khach an udng chuyén
vang vui cwoi dén 1 gio trra moi mén tice. Ngay dv ba
phtt ki¢u binh khéng ra, dé cho quan pht lam sao thi lam
lay, hong cho ciing mot minh, chd bi khong bi€t toi.

Tiée man roi quan BPOc-phil va hai cha con 6ng huvén
ham Ngot lién dirng dav ki€u tir ma Iui got.

Dav nhiic lai viée mang Mo-Trinh, tir ngav thdly cha minh
da clml buwdn cho bén trai téi bo triu cau roi, ngay dém
hiing 40 ndo au shu, chira chan giot luv, bd an quén ngi,
miit U diu dau, thon thire canh chiy, than than trach phan.
L.é-Dung thaly cai quand—canh nhw vayv, tuy ciing buén long,
song phai gin guwong ki€m loi ma an 4i Mo-Trinh riing :
«Niy chi oi! Co troi doi doi, dau bién khong chirng, lue
dang roi-ram, hoa phude kho lwaong: vav xin chi hily rang
ma bio trong lav voc ngoc minh vang, ma lo lin g«”r moi to
vieong: nén ¢hi cir dé ngo6i ma khoe loe mai nhw viy thi da
ching ¢6 ich chi, lai con lam cho vée G minh aity, thoin
nhir riii ma chi ¢6 bé nao di réi, thi té ra chi lai pha tinh
chang D6 lim chiing chi.» Mo-Trinh nghe Lé-Diung nhiic
toi cai ti€ng phu tinh chang D5, thi nang laicang dong
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y flong chua xot, giot lyy tuéng roi ma noi ring: « Nidv em . .
~oi! Voi ai thi chi khong dam néi, cho voi em, thi em di ro
heét cai tam-syr cia chi roi, thi ehi con gidu gi®m em nira ma
lam chi; em nghi lay do ma coi, vi chi eang chang Do,
Auy chura chung chian goi mie diu, cho cang nhau da nguyén
hai chiv ding tam, tram nam thé ching am thim cing ai.
X Thé ma nay cha chi lai ép bire chi, dem chi ma ga cho mot
! ~dira that-phu kia, thi ¢hi ehi eon co quyet liéu mot thac ma
: thoi, ché hai chir hi¢u tinh khong sao cho tron dwoe, ma
- ~cii than bac-mang ndy ciing chang con trong mong gi nua
1ol em oi ! \hunu ma, chi lai con lo mot déu nira la aau khi
A -chi ¢6 nhim mat dl roi thi chi cb.)ng biét cay ai ma to noi bi
han sdu trang niv cang chang Po6; hoa la chi nhd ¢o em
~day ma thoi, song ching bi¢l em co hét long voi chi cung
ching?» Noi 1071 do lai dong mdi throng tam, may doan
ruol tam quian dau chin khie, nwéoe mit rong rong, chay
tuon nhu suoi.

- — Chi oi! Xin chi cho néi lam chi nhitng 1oi bat tiong
] nhwr vay, khong nén dau chi a !

k. — Niy em oi ! Tai mang chiing wa nhau, troi gia hay
| dinh viy ; so ma khoi hay sao em?

| — Chi oi! Da bi€t rang : Thién dinh thing nhon, ma nhon
| ~dinh c¢o nany thitng Thién (). Vay xin chi hily ding long an
| nhin, gin gwong mot doi ngay, khong 1é ma ong lroi gia
? kia di no dayv ta cho dén thé, sao chi.

| — Em oi ! Ba bi€t rang : Co troi ma ciing ¢O ta ; nhung
| ma, xua nay dé do mit qua khoi dau. Nay cha chi da cho
| ngwroi ta di 1¢ héi roi, theé thi con trong mong tron tranh
duwong nao cho khoi duwge sao em, ehi con ¢co6 mot déu la
phii ch& ma thoi. Noi toi do lai khoce rong. Tir dé6 Mo-
Trinh chang con chuyén van thi¢t hon chi voi Lé-Dung nhawe
trirde nita, chi eir nédm liéu, nbw dai nhw ngay. Tuy ¢o
nhirng 101 ngon tiéng ngot cua Lé-Dung khuveén giai hing
ngay thi mice diu, song nang ciing cir dau dau, chang hé
klltl&_\ ling dwoc ; vi vay ma phai voc dm minh giiy. liin
liin bén sanh binh, ban dau con it, sau xit ra nhiéu; cht_mg

— . ————— - ————

(1) Troi dinh hon nguwdi, ma ngwdi dinh cting ¢6 khi hon troi
| ~dwroe vayv. N
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 h& phwrong ma binh cta nang cang ngay cing thém trim

trong.

Ba phu lo s¢ xiin-viin, quan phi ciing di€én hon, lién viét
‘tho sai nguwoi 1én tinh rudc quan thay thuoce tay vé dé khan
binh cho nang. Nguyvén quan thiv nay tén la ong Giot
{Georges) vin la Y-khoa Tin-si xuit than, ngh¢ tri binh ctia
." ~-ong cling da noi ti€ng. Khi ong xem binh Mo-Trinh réi thi
1 ~ong lit diu ma néi voi quan phi riing : « Binh nay la tam-
binh, do noi long buén riu wu udit ma ra, phin thi khong

| an udng da lau, cho nén tang phu gi cing déu suy hét,
~ thiét la kho tri ldm, chd chang phai dé gi. » Vo chong quan
| ~ phu eir theo ndn ni hoai, xin 6ng ciru tri con minh, diu
- hao tdn bao nhiéu cung khong dam né. Quan thay thude
~ beén ndi rang: « Binh ndy ma mudn cho manh duoe thi phii
‘ ¢O chirng nira lit mau song ctua ngudoi ma hoa voi thuoe thi
hoa may nang moi qua khoi cung ching ? Bing ching
% vay thi 10i e chang qua 5 ngay ma nang phai xa choi di-1o
' roi. » Ba phiit nghe n6i khoce rong : Mot ong hai con toi, hai
~ong hai con 10i. Ba than trach. ong luon, chiang hé ngot
‘miéng. Quan phu thay vay lai cang xdn xang but rirt, khong
bidt tinh lam sao, viing nho lai Pham-hiru-Chanh [a ré cla
.ong moi lén & tai nha quan Bdc-phii. Ong lién voi va vidt
tho sai ngudi dem dén cho quan Doc-phia ma phan rd cing
‘binh cua con gai minh, cung thuat nhing lod cta quan thay
thudce binh luan chirng binh va to ¥ muon xin chirng niwra
lit mau cia vé minh ma hoa thude.

(Nguyén lae nang Mo-Trinh nhadm binh quan pha da
«¢6 cho quan Boe-pht hay, quan Bde-phi lai danh dav thép
lién xudng Ba-Xuyén cho ong huyén ham Ngot hav : nhung
vi ong huyén Ngot con méc viée nha, di lén khong duoe,
duy co ba huyén voi cong-tr Chanh, hai me con dac nhau
lén o tai nha quan Bde-phia cho tién bé toi lui thim viéng.)

- Khi cong-tir Chanh nghe quan Doc-phii vira doc dirt cai
& tho cuia quan phu réi thi cdu ta xit miéng mot cai rat manh
.ma noi rang : «(Sic) Trong thé 6ng phit niv ong thilv con
gai cia ong dau niing nén 6ng da dién tri v6i ; thud nav
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ma di hirng gié. Nguoi cia quan phu sai dem tho thdy cait
quang-canh nhw vay, lién tré vé thuat y nhwr 1oi etia ¢cong--
tir Chanh cho quan phit nghe. Quan pha tire gian boi hoi,
bén noi lon lén rang : « Néu ¢6 ai ma dam chiu cho con g’éi
ta chirng nira lit mau, cho n6é dirge manh lanh, thi ta s& ga-
khong con géi ta cho nguoi ay. »

Day lai noi qua viée Do-khiie-Xuwong tir ngay chang dwoc
loi vang da cua Mo-Trinh thi chang 13y lam d#c chi, vi
chang twdng nhirt sanh cua chang chiing con co cai su-
mirng nao nhw vay ntra. Thi¢t 14 mirng ndy con c6 mirng.
nao cho hon!

Nio ngo, ching dwgce bao lau thi chang lai nghe tin quan’
phi da chin gad nang cho cong-tir Chanh la con trai 6ng
huyén Ngot ¢ dwdi Ba-Xuyen, thi chang lai 13y lam that
vong, thon thire canh chiiy, b6i hoi tire gian, trach sao quan
phu lai tham gian ma di nd ga motl ngwoi con gai nhu
hoa tg ngoc cho mot tay cong-tir bot.

D&n sau chang lai nghe ro réing Tir-mo-Trinh chiing khirng,
ba phu cling chiang cam tdm, duy c6 quan phu ép birc nang
ma gi buwon, lam cho nang wa uidt ma phat dau. Khi nghe
ro hét trude sau, thi clmng lai miit 0 may chau, muén tham,
ngan siau, chiang biét lam sao cho dwge dén thim nang ma.
ta long tri-ky. '

Céach it D{.,dV chang lai nghe dwoe \'léc quan phi mudn
cau ngwdoi Xin mau ma ciru nang. Chang lién voi va dén-
dinh, g&i thiép xin vao ra miat quan pha va to thi¢t ¥ minh.
Quan phu mirng ré chang cang, lién moi chang vao trong,
tra nuwoce an cian thét dai, roi viét tho cho 6-to lén tinh,.
ruoe quan thay thude xudng tire tv. .

O-t6 di chirng mot gio dong-hé thi rwoe da dwoe quan
thiy thudc vé dinh, quan phu buée ra chao mirng, roi gioi
thiéu cho quan thiy bi¢t Do-khic-Xwong va to viéc chang
béng long cho ngwoi chich mau. Quan thiy cling mirng, lai
nghe noilic trirdre chang da lieu minh ma ctru nang mot:
phen khoi ch@t trong lue chim do, nay thidy nang binh.
nguy, lai con vui long cho ngwoi chich mau ma ciru nang
phen nira; lién buwde lai bat tay Po-hhde-Xwong va khen
ngoi cai long nghia dong cua chang, roi moi 1dy do nghé ra
chich noi canh tay chang ma ldy chirng ntra lit mau twoi
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~ hoa vao ve thude ciia ong da ché siin roi dé do ; lo diit thude
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hang cim mau va bo rit cho Po-khiic-Xwong, lai rot ra mot
lv thude nwoe ma cho chang udng, dé bo sie lai. Pau do
xong xuoi, roi ong moildy ve thude cé6 hoa mau do ma dinh
phin ra lam hai chyc phin, dem cho Mo-Trinh udng lién
noi hdi d6 mot phiin, con lai bao nhiéu thi ong dan phai
dé chirng vai gior s& cho nang udng mot phian, qua dén chiéu
toi s€ cho udng thém mot phin thir bantra, réi cir mot ngay

 ¢ho udng 3 lin, udng cho he&t ve thude ay roi thi at thiy hieu

nghi¢m nhu thiin. Lai cir moi ngay phai mua thit bo dem

vé ép mau ma cho nang udng luon luon cho dén khi thiét

manh. ,
Quan thiy thudc din do quan phii cac vi¢e xong roi, lai
ldy gifly viét toa, giao cho Po-khic-Xwong, bao phii mua
thudc theo cai toa &y ma udng, va moi bira cliing phai ép
thil bo 1dy mau ma udng, cho du 20 ngay thi méi ho sire
lai duoec.
Roi d6 quan thily lién tir gia quan pht, lén 6-t6 ma tro

e trén tinh ; Do-khic-Xwong cling dirng day tir gia vé luon.

Quan phu dang 1oi ngon ngot cdm ta an ciin, lai hia d¢ it
ngay coi nang udng thude thé nao roi ong s& cho hay va
ruoc chang qua choi mot bura.

~ Nhie lai nang Tu-mo-Trinh, trong thi nh¢ ¢6 thude hay
di¢u tri, con ngoai thi nho co mot ba me hién v mot nguoi
ban thi€t, ngay dém thuwong ngdi bén canh diang nhirng loi
ngon tieng ngot an ti vo vé, cho nén cing binh ctia nang
cang ngay cang giam. Chirng dé Lé-Dung m&i dem nhirng
viéc quan thay phan doan chirng binh ctia nang, cung nhirng

& vo tinh vo nghia caa Cong-tir Chanh da noi lam sao ;

<on chang PO tinh nguyén chiu cho chich mau cach niao va
quan phu da hia lam sao; trede sau nganh ngon thuat hét
mot hoi, Mo-Trinh nghe ré diau duéi, thi nang lai ngui ngui,
riit cam tinh chang Do.

- Con ba phu, khi chiy binh con da giam dwoc nhic¢u thi
ba vui mirng ching xi€t. Mo-Trinh bén ri rén ma thua voi

ba rang: «Niy m4, va Do-khic-Xwong di hai phen cimr

con khoi ch&t, thi cai on tai-tao clia chang con ¢6 chi bing.
Hudng chi cha con da ¢6 hira nhir vay roi, thi xin ma hay
vi con ma thwa gitim lai voi cha con, riing con quyét trac
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than goi phan cho chang, goi la on dén nghia tra cho toan
thi toan chung; va cling gitr duwge tron cai loi hira etia cha.
Néu ngay nao ma binh con di dwgce manh lanh roi, van
nhirt ma cha lai thay da doi long ching chiu nhin 161 hira,
cir dem cai thu-doan gia-dinh chuyén ch€ ra ma doat cdi chi
cha con, thi tha la con danh litu mot thac ma ta long tri
kv cho roi, chd ching tha la dé phai that than voi mot ké
thit phu vo dung kia vay.» Ba pht nghe noi bay nhiéu
101 thi ba cting dong long. Bén thira dip rinh rang, dem
heét miy loi &y ma té cung quan phi. Ching dé¢ quan phia
fai la nguoi long mot da hai, khi thdy con minh binh ngit,
dau chon phai ha miéng ma hira budén cho ¢o chirng; nay
thily binh con di giim, thi ong lai mudn nudt 1oi; vi, mot
14 théy Bo-khac-\u'o'no ngheo, hai la ham hai tram ngan
gia lia moi niim, ba la so quyén th€ cta quan Doe-phu. Mudn
cho dwoe lwong toan, ong lién cho moi Bo-khac-\nr(mg
dé€n dinh, tra nwoe mot hoi, roi la) ra mot tram dong bac,
dé trong mot cai dia réi noi voi Po-khiac-NXwong ring 2
« Hom truée toi ¢d hira 101 nhuw vay, ngit vi con gai toi
dd cho nguoi bo trdu cau trwde roi; nén nay khong I8
10i bo phép ma nhin 161 hira voi thay cho duge; nhung
ma, thiy ctru con toi vin da hai phen, cai on @y cling la
trong thiét, vay xin thiy hay vui long voi toi ma nhiam lay
ctia niy, goi la on dén nghia tra vay.» Bo-khiae-Xwong nghe
15 gquan phu noi vira diat 101, viing ngo sirng mét ong ma cwoi
5 lat riing: « Toi ¢6 nghe : Si vi tri-kv gia twe. Vi vay cho nén,
E toi chang tide nira lit mau cta 161 ma ctru tieu-tho day la
i si di dé dap tinh nguwor tri-ky do ma thoi; cho toi co phai
T dem mau di ban hay sao ma ong hong tra tién tra bac. Toi
v cam 161 ma to thiét cung 6ng, nha toi tuy ngheéo, song la nha
thanh bach, chuong nhon nghia, chd ching chuong bac
E tién ; vay xin ong chd Iy bae tién doi dai voi téi ma toi-
nghi¢p cho toi 1dm vay.» Noi réi lién quay qua ra vé, ching
them gia tir chi hét.

_—

"R

/' - -

Y

m 5 XY T R (N A,
T ~, - .

St

B Al B Bl
e

| Quan phu tuy nghe chang noi bav nhiéu loi thi 6ng cling
¢o vy ho thim, song chiing bi€t noi sao, nén phai bo qua
cho roi viéc.

N -

Con Tir-mo-Trinh hay dwoe viée Ay thi riu rT chiing ciing,
beén thira dip 1én sai Lé-Dung qua an ui Do-khic-Xwong
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réng: « Chi t6i bidt viéc chang xong, nén sai t6i qua day
ma to thiét cung thay, vi chi toi van biét thay la mot ding
tai-ba, khong phai chiu nghéo doi dau ma so, vay thi khap
trong Luc-tmh Nam-ky nidy ma thiay ha chding chon dugc mot
nguoi vo nao cho thiét hién due hay sao? Con phan chi toi
thi xin dé kiép sau s€ lam than trau ngwa ma dén nghi truoe
mai; cho ki€p ndy thi th€ at chiang duwoe gin nhau roi, bé
nao chi toi cling quyét licu mot thac; ding ma, mot la de
ta long tri-ky cua thay, hai Ia dé pha hoai cai thé-lre gia-

dinh chuyén-ché do di ma cwu ké hau lai cho thoat Iy cai

té tyc. Chi nhwr chi toi ma co thac di réi, cling chan{, hai
chi. mién la dwge doi ba giot luy tinh ciia thily roi trén ném
ddit, thi chi t6i cling an long ma ngam cwoi noi chin sudi
véy »

Bo-khie-Xuong noi: « Toi ma trong co hai day la trong vi
tai-dire, cho chang phai trong vi nhan-sic; e riing ¢o hai vi
tée da thiét bigt toi do ma thoi, ché nhw ¢6 hai ma qua thiét
biet toi roi, din xong ching xong lai hai chi sao? Ha téc
phai chung chan lon gdéi moi- goi la thuwong ?» Lé-Dung
nghe noi dat 101, trong long kinh phuc ching cing. Lién
lir gia tro vé thuat lai cho Mo-Trinh nghe. Mo-Trinh nghe
ro trude sau, cang nghi dén chirng nao, cang véu vi nét,
cang phue vi tinh, tir d6 dén sau, m&i cam-hoai cang them
lai lang, vi th€ ma ciing binh cla nang chi cir giay dlra mai
ndam ndy sang thang no; chiang dau thém, ma cung khong
thiav bol. Lam cho dang trai cling phai dé vay ma cho, ché
khong I€ di cuoi vo dau vé dé nuoi bao ¢o cho duoc.

Mot bira kia Do-khide-Xwong dwong ngdi trong nha ma
xem siach, bong thily mot tén lmh tram ngoai ngo budce vao
trao cho chang mat tin da) thep, Bo-l\hac-\u-onﬂ khong
bigt viéc chi, lanh dir thé nao, ma ciing khong hicu & dau
danh lai, lién mé ra xem ro trude sau, mit may chang bién
sac ; lién vao nha trong noi lai cho me chdng la ba DPoan-
Thi hay. Té ra cai dév-thép ay la day-thép cta ong Hoang-
hiru-Tam & Bic-Ky, goi vao ma cho chang hay ring cha
chang dau nang, phai ra lap tire, ding coi siin soc (ho ong.

Hay dwoe tin nhw vay, hai me con rung rung nuwoc mit,
eir ng6i nhin stirng miit nhau, cho khong biét tinh lam sao
«cho tién. Va day mara dit Bic, duo ong sa rat xa xuoi, bae
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trém di moi toi, ma hién nay trong nha, mot dong mot chip:

ciing khong ngo, biét 18y chi ma lam 16-phi. Con dwong hing
tung chwa biét li¢u phuwong nao, Do-khide-Xwong viung nho-

lai bén noi voi me ring: « Ndy me, con nghi cho me con

ta lic ndy thiét cling dd cung dwong réi, vay con tinh di
lén cho thanh ma té voi ¢6 giwong con coi,» may khi ma
duwgce viée. » Ba Boan-thi nghe noi liat ddau, cang con lai ma:
noi ring: « Twdng ai thi me khong céing con, ché noi dén
Co ba con, thi con ché nén di lam chi vo ich, vay cho con
khong bi€t v vg chong noé hay sao?

— Da, thwa me, con biét lim chéo, b(’h con biél y 6
girong cua con, nén moi tinh di 1én do cho. |

— Con da bi€t v vo chong né r01 con 1én ma noéi va
no lam chi ?

— Thua me, va ching ¢6 giwong cna con thuo nay chi
ldy c6 mot nghé cho vay hoic la ¢d ruong eidm viron ma lam

k€& sanh-nhai ; vay bay gio day thi minh chi con ¢6 mot
cai nhi ngo6i 5 ciing, voi mot migng vuedn mot miau; ma cha
con thi dau nidng, xa xuoi noi dat khach qué ngwoi, khong
I&¢ ma me con ta cir dé ng6i khoanh tay nhin nhau mé
khoc; nén con tinh 1én noi voi ¢6 giwvong con ma ¢d phut
c¢ai nha va mi€ng veon ndy cho roi, ding kim it tram dong
d¢ lam 16-phi ma di cho dén Béc-ky va dé phong lo lin
thude men cho cha con luon thé ; chiing hay me nghi thé
nao?» : |
Boan-thi nghe con noi dirt 161 thi rung rung nuwde mit
ma noéi riing : « Cai nha niy vén clia ong ¢t con dé lai, d&
bi€t rang cha con cai chanh cho con ding bo da 2 ndm
nay, tuy vay ché ciing la ctia to-phu leu truyén, 1€ thi chﬁng.
nén cim ban cho ai, ngiit vi nay gip con nguy khufin nhuw

vay, th¥ ting phai tuing quyén, chd bi€t sao bay gio; thoi,

con hiy di di, thodn nhu may ma xong viée, thi ldy bac dem
vé diing c6 sam stra ma di cho som di con. »

Nguyén DPo-khic-Xwong con mot ngudi ¢6 rudt thir ba
tén la Po-thi-Buron, con ngudi giwgng ré tén la Phung-viin-
Chinh, ma thir tim, thién ha thiy c6 tién, nén kéu tung
ring can Tam-Chinh, nha ¢ phia trong cho thanh, cach
chirng vai ba ngan thwée. Hai vo chong troi troi, chiing
¢6 con cai chi, chuyén cé mot nghé cho vay ¢it ¢6 ma lam.

g




SR 7 S

giau. Boi vy cho nén éng Po-khic-Thoi khong wa, tuy la
anh em ruot thit mac ddu, nhwng ma hai ngudi coi nhau
nhir miit triing vai mit trod, niim chi cudi chdng ai toi lui ai
he&t thay. Nay vi th€ birc, nén BPo-khic-Xwong ting phai
tung quyeén. Khi chang thily me di an long, lién mo ta lay
gidly-to va bing-khoan dem theo; lai kéu mot dira nho o
Arong nha tén la thing Hanh di theo cho c6 ban.

Khi lén dén noi, hai thay tro vira budc vao nha, nguoi
¢b ciing chao hoi goi la cho qua budi, mot chiap lau ma

Bo6-khiic-Xwrong chiing thily ¢6 minh hoi thiim toi cha me

minh thi chang da ¢6 v buén; nharng ma, cye ching da nén
phai din long, ngoi ¢a ra mot hoi réi moi bay chuyén
minh méi dwge day thép noi ring cha minh dau ¢ ngoai

Bic, nay mudn di thim ma ngiit.........» Moi noi toi do-

thi nguoi giwong ré la Tam-Chinh & trong buéng mang giay
ham-&ch lep xep bude ra ma noi chan hong ring: « Thiét
Anh hai nh ky qua, ¢ trong ndy gin gai vo con va em ut lai

‘khong chiu &, dé virot vong ma di rangoai Bic lam gi. Nay

lai daun Sm nhw viy, moiliéu lam sao ? Lai rai lae niy thiét
lao ciing ting dién, dy cing tai ¢o ba miay n6 ham cho tién
laa, ¢6 bao nhiéu ciing tuéng ra hét ma cho vay; rui nam
nay thién ha lai that mua, lam cho tao véi o may ciling phai
chiu nghéo voi ho.» Po-khiic-Xwong biét v bén noi thiét ra
rang: «Nay cha chau da dau ma lai & xa xuoi noi dat Bac,
me con chau ¢ nha khong 1 dé ngoi ma diém nhién toa
thi cho danh; boi vay cho nén me chau moi sai chau Ién
day ma thuoa cung co giwgng, xin ¢o giwvgng lam on ma cho
me con chau ¢d do cai nha va miéng vudn chirng bdn triam
dong. ding chau diung lam 1o-phi ra Bac-ky ma tham
cha chau, han trong mot nam thi chau sé dam dua loi von
ma chuge vé, xin giwgng cung ¢o rong long gitim gitap.»

Nguyén ltie vo chong Tam-Chinh vira moi nghe Do-khic-
Xwong néi chuyén cha chang dau ning, thi so chang dén
quo tam vay théi, nén da kiém chuyén than ngheo, rén troi
rén dat; lai ra moi lat-léo ban-ling bo-lo. Bén khi nghe
chang noi toi viee cam dat ¢d nha la mot miéng moi thom cua
v& chong mo woe tir bdly lau nay. Lién d6i buon lam vui ma
noéi riang: « Thi¢t giwgng lue ndy ciing tung qua di chau a!
Nhung ma, khong méay khi chi hai va chau c¢o6 viée can
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diing, vay thi giwong ciing ra_ng ma nhin gitm cho chau
chirng 16i 3 triim ; chd s6 bon triam thi thiét gm'cmg Lh@ng_
¢6 di.y Po-khiic- -Xwrong bigt ¥, liéu bé nay ni ciing ching
ich chi, béen dap ring: «$6 3 tram ciing duoc, song chéau
chuwra ro girong tinh tién 101 moi thang la miy phan?

— Chdu la con chau trong nha, ché ching phai nguwdi
nao, vay thi giwong cting tinh cho chau, cir loi 3 phén trong
moi thang.

— Giwgng tinh to1 3 plmu thi ning cho chiu qua, xin
gitrong nghi tinh cha me chiau ma bot cho chau mot phan,
chau xin tra nho cho givong 2 phan trong moi t.héfn_g._ uoe
c6 duogce chiang ? -

— DPuwge dau chau, thuo nay girgng cho ngudi ta vay bac

4,5 phan, ma chau la chan ruot ena ba ¢ nha va ciing €6

¢t dat cim nha, nén giwgng maoi tinh cho chau ¢6 3 phan
thiét 1a nhe qud, con xin bot ndi gi. Vay chau ¢é biing long
thi vé lam gidy cho chi diém-chi réi dem lén day ma ldy
bac. biing chau co ché mét, thity ¥ chau ki€m dwge chd nao-
ré¢ do thi chau ki€ém lay, cho giwong khong ¢o ép.»

Cwe chiing di Do-khie-Nwong khong bi€t tinh lam sao,
ben dé thing Hanh & lai do, mwon xe chay ri@l vé nha
no6i lai cho me hay. Poan-Thi lién sa nwde mit ma noi
riing : « Tanh tinh cta co giwgng con, me da biét chang, doi
gi con phéi noi, thuo nay vo chong, no chi ¢o cai nghé cho
vay roi khie bac nha nghéo ma lam gidu lam ¢6: nay no
thily me con nha ta ciip birc nhu viiy, nén né ciing dung cai
thi-doan v ma si€ hong luén, chd no ¢o6 ké chi la tinh chi-
em coO-chau. Thoi, duwong lie ting cung, phai sao hay vay,
ché bidt sao bay gio? »

Po-khiic-Xwong lién liy gidly viét to dem cho me diém
chi xong xudi, lién quay xe chay lén nha ¢o maldy bac.
Khi d&n noi, chang lién xudng xe di thing vo nha demn
gifiy trao cho Tam-Chinh coi va hoi muron vigt mire ky tén
minh vao do. |

Tam-Chinh coi to gidly xong roi lai noi rang: « L& thi
phai ¢é lang xa thi nhan va dem dong tién ciu ching méi
duwoe ; nhung ma viée chau thi cing gap, thoi, giwgng ciing

hing cdu ching ma lam chi, song chau phai chiu kho dem
vé cho lang xa thi nhan cho da phép réi s¢ tro lén day
méa 14y bac.» Do-khiic-xwong nghe néi nghen ngio, hai.




— 39 —

1 hang nwoe mit reng rung, chang bidt tinh lam sao, lai
- phai muwon xe, tré vé cay lang thi nhan. Lic bily gio, thing

; “Hanh tudi moi 15, nhung ma n6 thily cai nhon-tinh khe
& ’: | khiic nhir viv nén noé ciing chat ludi lit ddu ma than thim

gium cho ciu no. \

Con Po-khiie-Xwong, khi lang xi thi nhan xong xu6i roi,
lién voi va tro lén dem to gidly giao cho Tam-Chinh. Tam-
Chinh thiv ¢6 lang xa thi nhan di r6i, chirng dé moi chin mé
‘ ti sét 1dy bac dem ra d€m dé trén ban, kéu chang Do bio
A/ lai ma lay. Do-khiac-Xwong bude toi, thay sao it qua, trong
- long phat nghi, hén d€m lai ma coi, thi thdy co: ,

1 tim gidy xéang (cent) la..... 100800
5 tdm giav hoanh (vingt) la... 100,00
: 8 tdm giay phiéu 5$ (five) la. .. 10,00
6 thm giay mot (une) la....... 6,00
i : Cong....... = 246800
Cong lai het thay thi ¢6 hai traim bon muoi sau dong ma
thoi, Bo-khie-Xwong lién noi ring: « Thua givong dém 1on,
diy chua du 3 tram. » |
— P ma! chau dém hét thiy do la bao nhi¢u ma noi
giwong dém lon ?
~ — Da, thua day ¢6 216 dong ma thoi.
‘ — A! thi di roi do, con 1on ndi gi?
2 — Da, thwa trong giav chau lam do la 3 tram dong ma!

5

s — Al thi phai vay ché sao? chau ¢6 cai nha va miéng
s - viron cho giwrong gia bac la 3 trim dong phai hong?
— Da, thwa phai. ‘
4 — A, ma trong gidly chau lam cho girrgng day thi chau
T ehiu tra loi cho girong 3 phan va trong han mot nim thi
chau chudc lai phai hong?
— Da, thua phai.
— A! viy ma tre hi€p ndi gi, chau con la thi€u la da?
Pé giwrong ciit nghia cho ranh ré c¢ho chau nghe. Trong so
von 3 triim dong ma bac 3 phan, thi nhiim moi thang la 9
dong bac 1oi, ma trong mot nam 12 thang thila: 12 x 9800 =
' 108500. The thi trong han mot nam nham 108 déng bac 1oi.
Nhirng boi chau la eon chau trong nha, nén giwong chan
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trirde di co 6 thang tién loi la 54 don ng ma thoi ; con lm cua
chau cai so chie la 246 dong, con cai gi nira. »

Thing Hanh dirng & ngoai xa nghe Tém—Chmh noi nhw
vay thi no biat ghé ma le ludi. Con Do-khde-Xwong nghe rd
tririre sau thi chwrng hirng, thao m3 hoi, bén ngo chirng cé
ruot cia minh ma noi rang: « Chau twong cai mon lién
Ioi ndy la dé toi ngay ky hen, n€u co da thi tra tic von va
loi, bang khong cé von thi tra 1o ma lam to gidy lai; cln'r
bac von tln chu'a vao toi tay chau ddng nao, ina giwgng
lai tinh loi ma trir ngang cdn doc trirde nhuw vy thi ching
la 101 nghi¢p cho ké ngheo lam ching giwgng.

— Ua! Thiing noi mét'! Vi¢e gi ciing vay, phai elr phép.
ma lam, chau s¢ téi nghiép cho ke nghéo, vay con giwgng
day, ai ma toi nghiép cho giwong do? »

Thi Buwdan tiép noi: « Giwong chau tinh vay, 1a 6ng thwong
chau lim da, cho ngwoi ta thi khong bao gio dwge vay dau
chau. Thoi, chan hiy dem bac vé ding ¢6 lo tinh ma di tham
anh Hai cho som di chau. » :

Bo-khic-Xwrong nghe noi ma ngan ngim, cue ching da,
vi nong ruot thwong cha, nén phai om long lay 245 déng
bac do bo vao tui roi tir gid bude ra kéu thiang Hanh ra cho
tim quan an com roi sé vé; vi méc di lén di xudng da doi ba
phen, dén khi xong vi¢c thi da 3 gio chiéu, chirng ay moi
nho lai thay tro chwa dn com soém mai. Khi vao quan, hai
thdy tro ngoi lai an com, thing Hanh bén tho thé ma noi
voi cau no ring: « Thi¢t toi & voi ong ba va cau, tir hoi 7
tuoi cho d&n bay gio, da 7, 8 nim nay ; lic nha ong con kba,
ngwoi ta toi vay hoi cling thwong, ma ong voi ba ching cé
lam cai thoi cit co nhw cai 6ng gia d6 bao gio; ma moi
lin c6 ai téi hoi, thi ong ctr mé tu trao bac ra lién, cho
2 khong co lam kho nhoc cho ai, ma ciing chiing ¢6 trir ngang
c¢in doc ma chan tién 101 truede nhir vay bao gior? Cai ngudi
: girgng cua cau day thiét la ac dire qua cau ha! Vayv ma twe
: hoi som moi cho toi bay gio com nwéde gi ciing khong ngo,
e ching thiy ong ba moi loi cau chau minh 18y mottiéng. Hén
| g1 ho giau qua cling phai; con 6ng voi ba o nha ma cho vay,

ai tra ciing tot, khong tra ciing ching doi, da vay ma ong lai

“haybd thi cho ké nghéo hoai, bi vay ma 6ng khong hét tién

sao dugc. » Bo-khdce-Xwong nghe thiing Hanh néi bay nhiéu
1o, chang nghi toi viée doi cang thém chang ngan. Thing
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- /Hanh lai noi: « Niy cau, cai ba do la ¢6 rudt cua ciu. ma
sa0 ky qua cau hal» Do-khic-Xwong noi: « Ba con cat ruot
- -sao cho qua dong tién. Thoi, hay an ri€ét cho réi ma ve cho
som em. »

Khi com nwée xong xuoi, hai cau chaun lién kéu xe vé nha
‘thura lai cho me nghe. Poan-Thi nghe con néi vo trude sau thi
khoc rong roi lai than ring: « Thiét co giwrong cua con, ching
nd bat nhon da thai tham, coi dong tlién 1a trong chd no
<chfing ké gi l1a ¢St-nhuc tinh tham ; thoi, viée di nhu vay rons
-din ¢6 noi chi eling vo ich. Vay con cir lo sdm sira lmnh-ly
‘s ma di, song con ¢6 di thi phai di dwong bo cho chiic v hon,
1 «chd dirng c6 di dudng bién ma song gié kho long, va cha con

sanh ¢6 mot minh con, vay thi con phai rang ma bido trong
‘ 1ay than con, phong san cho ¢6 k¢ gin gitr bat nuwdc vua
- ‘hwong cho nhi ho Bo. Hudng chi lae nidy nwoe nha duong
b ‘bu6i phan van, thi xa-hi Viét-Nam niy chi cotrong mong vio
«dam thanh-nién. Vay thi con cling rang ma gitr gin cai than
Airu dung, dé phong ra sirc ma ginp duge mot hai déu cong-
ich may-may gi cho xa-hoi twong-lai...... » Banoitoi do
nuwde mit chay ra rong rong. Ba lién ldy khin ma lau réi noi
‘1i€p thém ring: « Va'ddy ma ra dén Bic, dudong sa xa xuoi,
nui non déo ai, cach tro giap ghinh. Viy thi con hiy dem thiing
Hanh di theo voi con cho ¢o6 ban, som trua ciau chaa hu hi
vé&i nhau, cho nhu phan me & nha day, mét minh con Hoa
ciing di. » Dé-khiic-Xwong beén trich trong sé bac v, liy
ra ba chuc dong ma dé lai nha che me, ¢on bao nhicu thi
Ho6 hét theo minh, sim stra hanh-1v san sang roi mai dot
huwong noi ban tho, vai lay to tién va ra lay me gia, roi lai
| - i tir gid xom-diéng ma goi giam me minh, phong khi téi lira
2 tac den, nho co ba con chom xém. Sép dit vice nha dau do
| song xuoi, x€ lai hai cdu chau méi dac nhau quay do di
thing 1én ga, mua gidy di Saigon cho kip xe chi¢n chot.

Khi lén toi Saigon thi troi da t6i, hai thiy tro bén quay
45 vio nha khach-sang ma nghi ngoi, com nuwde xong roi,
Do-khiic-Xwong mai tinh di tim nha anh em ban hoc khi
triroe ma hoi lham viée xin gidy thong-hanh phai lam cach
nao cho tién. Thang Hanh thud nay moi lén toi dit Saigon
nén ciing xin di theo, ding xem pho-\a chon kinh-thanh choi
«ho bi¢t. Dd-khiic-Xwong lién khoa phong lai réi thiy tro
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moi dac nhau ra di. Nguvén nguoi anh em ban hoe ciia
Do-khiic-Nwong nha ¢ tai duwong Bangkok, gin trude eira
dat thanh Tay. Khi hai thdy tro lén d6, hoi thim céng.
viée da xong, chuyén viin mot hoi thi troi da khuya lo khuyva
lac. Do-khiic-Xwong bén ding day gia tir, roi hai thiy tro
moi dic nhau di bo trer vé chd ngu. Khi di toi trirve civa
nha tho, tai diu duong Catinat, ngang 16i ché hinh Dong-
cung va hinh Cha-cdi, tinh co viing thity gifra dang ¢6 mot
xap gidly nam so so, khong bi€t la gidy chi, thing Hanh
lién lwom lén coi, té ra la gidy bac. Do-khic-Xwong chirng
hirng, khong bi€t cua ai roi rot nhuw vy ; thiy tro vé phong
dong ctra lai r6i méi mo ra dém thir ma coi; chirng ay méi
hayv, mot sO bac rit to, ré rang la 2 ngan 6 tram 5 muwoi
lam dong chiin (2655%00). Thing Hanh ming qua doi ming,
bén noi rang: « May qua cdau ha! cai niv la cua troi cho,
vayv thi ngiay mai cau hiy mua man-da ma goi vé it tram
truoe cho Ba, bao ba hiy dem lén trén cai ong gia giwgng
do ma chuoe phirt miéng vaeon va cai nha lai cho roéi, kée -
dé lau day roi khong bi€t chirng 6ng con sanh tim ma tran
soi nira da cau a!» Po-khie-Xwong nghe thing Hanh néi
vav thi min ewoi va noi rang: « Bac ndy la bac cua nguoi
ta ro1 rot, minh xi-dwge thi minh mirng, eon cai nguwoi lam
mit do chace la ho phai khoe: ho khoe ma minh cuai, thi
cudi sao cho dwge dé6 em? Hoie ciia ndy la cia mot nguai
giau-co du-gid thi chang hai gi. ho mit cai sd bac niy, bat
qua ciing nhw lhna trong mot bo, hao ndm ba hot. Thoan
nhuw nham cia mot ngwoi nghéo ting, moi vay bg cua
nguoi ta, hoie la ho cting giap viée nguy bire nkwr minh ma
phai ban nha hay 14 ¢d ruong maéi o duge cai sO bac nay
dé ma giai nguy : nay ho bi rai ro roi rot, vé tay mink
duoce lai gifu dé ma xai ; lam cho ngwoi phai bi viée hiém-
nguy, hodic ciing vi s bac iy ma phai liéu minh ty tir; thi
cai lvong-tam ciia minh ha di vui hwong cho danh sao em?
Thoi, vay thi hay vay, em chd noi vily khong nén ; d¢ nghe
rd lai eoi cho bi€t ctia ai réi sé cho nguot ta lai. » ~

bBém v thiing Hanh thi et chong cing ngii kho, con Bo--
khic-Xwong thi nhirng mang boéi héi, lin qua tro lai, lo tod
lo lui, noi to ¢ho cha gia ¢ noi dat Bac, khong r6 hom nay
binh th¢ thé 1iao; noéi lo cho me ¢ nha, troi troi mot minh,
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nang Ti-mo-Trinh, khong biét roi day nang ¢6 duoce manh

lanh, hay la vi vu vdit eai cuoc duyéu no tro trinh ma nang,

phdi liéu minh, trim hwong dim ngoc. Mol minh tran troc,
thon thire bang hoan; dém khuva khiac lun canh tang,
duwong kia ndéi no ngon ngang boi hovi.

Con dang nghi viin nghi vo, bong nghe titng kién nha

tho da d6 vang rénh, Po-khic-Xwong giwt minh, lién 13y

dong-ho nho ra xem ; chirng &y moi hay la 5 gio sang.

Troi da binh minh, Po-khic-Xwong bén ngoi day riva mat
rira may, doi thay quin o, roi lo dighigiiy thong-hianh, dau
diy xong xuoi thida 10 gio réi, beén trd vé Li-quan com
nroe nghl ngoi, cho den sang mal o thily s€ lén xe lira
ma di ra Biic.

Chi’ing..dé lrwa lai ngay av thang Hanh vang phat dau
bung nhao lan, Po-khic-Xuwong lo chay lan xéing tron cd
dém ngay moi bot. Vi vay ma lam cho Dao-khie-Xwong

phai dinh dai cuoc hanh-trinh Iai thém vai ngayv, chd cho

thiang Hanh thi¢t manh réi moi dam lén dirdng.

Peém dy Bo-khac-Xwong nhon vi tam-sur da doan, bén
lay nhut-bao ra xem choi cho tiéu khién. Khi xem dé&n
mue « Nam-ky thoi-sy» thay ¢6 mot khoan nhw viy :

« SANG DOAT

« Mai hom qua day, co thiy Nguvén-viin-Thiét. ginp viéc

« tai hing rwou R. M. D. P. di doi tién cho hang, lam milt

« he€t mot so bac rit to, 2 ngan 6 triim nam muwoi lam déng

«

-

(2.555800). Theo loi thav &y khai thi thiy noi ring vi sy
« vo ¥ rui ro lam roi ma milt: con éng chit hang thi khong
tin, (at ma lin diwoe) nghi quy@t ring thiayv ay ¢o v sang
doat cua hang, nén co bot da bat Nguyén-vin-Thiét ma
giai lén cho quan Bién-ly. Hién nay thiv dv dd bi giam
« roi, viee chua hidt thiét gia thé nao, dé cho quan Boi-
« thiim tra hoi phan minh, réi kv Bao sau sé ding tip. »
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Bo-khiac-Xwong xem di doc lai doi ba Lin roi moi dé to
nhut-bio xuong, lay s6 bac dem ra d€m lai ma coi, thi cling
ro rang la 2 ngan 6 trim nam muwoi lam dong, ching duw
chiing tlmu vat phu hap voi s6 bac da noi trong to nhlrt-

vin treoe quanh sau, khong ai phung dudng: noi lo cho-
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“bédo, bén kéu thang Hanh ma noi rang:« Bo! Em ¢6 thiy
s khong? Cai s6 bac duwong nfim trong ruong trong triip ctia
b -ching ta do, né lam cho mot ngudi lwong-thién kia phai
chiu lao ti trong kham dé, em co thay chuwa ? »

— Vay réi bay gio cau tinh sao?
— Thi phai dem ma tra hét lai cho ngwoi ta chér tinh sao?
— Cha! uong qua cau ha!!

4 +— Ay! Cha ngwoi ta thi tra lai cho ngu'm ta, chor phal clia
“minh hay $A0 ma em goi rang ubng

— Thi¢t it ai nhu cdu vay qua! ma tanh cau ciing glﬁng
ong qua! Hen chi cau nghéo cling phai.

— Niy em! con nguwoi ta & doi ching phal la lo nghéo, |
chi lo khong ¢o dire-hanh kia ma tlu)l, pham nhiing cta
chang phai nghia thi chd nén tham qudy. Thoi, em hay
udng thude di cho mau manh ding co lén durdng. »

Sang ra bira sau, vao 16i 7 gio, Po-khiac-xwong doi thay
v-phuc xong roi, bén 18y s6 bac iy dem theo, kéu xe kéo
chay ngay dén bot xin vao ra mat ong Co, trinh goi bac
ra v bam ring: « Hom no toi di duong, co xi dwoe mot
| | g6i gily bac ndy niim tai diu dwong Catinat, gin 16i hinh
,’ dire Pong-cung va Cha-ca. Toi khong biét ctia ai, nay xem
| trong nhut-bao moi hay la ctia Nguyén-vin-Thiét lam rét
| ma thay ady con dwong bi giam tra; toi khong nd gidlu nhem
" an xai, ma dé cho ngudi bi ham oan toi nghiép, nén toi

phai dem dén ma trinh nap cho ong, xin 6ng hily dé trinh
| cho quan Bi¢n-1¥ duwge hay ma tha ngwoi lam phuwée, » Ong
‘ Co thily vdy ciing ngat nhién, bén nhin sung Do-khic-

’ Xwong, thiy chang tuoi tuy con nho ma khi vo hién ngang,
: lai ¢6 long hio-hiép khin-khai nhuw viy, lai thily chang noi
| titng Lang-sa ciing gioi, lién bit tay chang ma khen ngoi
R - chéng ciuing. .
R6i do ong Co lién danh day-thép-noi 1én ma trinh cho
: quan Bién-ly hay. Trong 5, 7 phut déng-hd, thi (rén quan
F, Bi¢n-ly lai danh day-thép-noi xudng, day 6ng Co phai dem
sé bac &y 1én ma nap cho quan Boi-Thim va ciing moi

luén Po-khic-Xwong 1én tai phong quan Boi-Tham. Vi tudn
phép nude, nén Bo-khie-Xuwong ciing phai theo ong Co ma
di 1én Toa. Khi lén dén noi, vira bude vao phong quan

-
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Boi-Tham, thi tlu‘i).f co6 ong chi harg ruou cling vira moi
dén. (Ky- la khi quan Boi-Thim dwoc tin 6ng Co trinh-

bam, thi ngai ciing danh day-thép-néi lién noi hoi do ma
moi ong Chi hing rwgu lén). Ong Co bude vao trinh dién
Do-khiic-Xwwrong cho quan Boi-Tham, thi quan Bo6i-Tham
lién duwra tay ra bit-xua (Bonjour) Po-khic-Xwong: ong chi
héng ruwou efing budoe lai biat tay Po-khiie-Xwong ma khen
phuc chiing cung. Khi Quan Bo6i-Tham hoi tén-ho tuoi-tac
vii chire-nghiép cua Do-khic-Nwong vira roi thi k€@ thay
linh son-dim ¢ duwoi kham da din Nguyén-viin-Thi¢t 1én
vira toi. Quan Boi-Thim lién day md cong ra roi chi Do-
khic-Xwong ma noi voi Nguyén-vin-Thi¢t ring: « 88 bac
2.655%00 cha thay lim mat do, ma thay Do-khac-NXwong la
nguroi nay day, da xi-dwge va dia dam nap du cho ta day roi,
(va ndi va dwra xap gidy bac ra cho Nquyén-van-Thiét coi).
A’y vay thi cai loi caa thay di khai voi ta do qua la 1o khai
thiét ; xét lai thi thay la nguwdoi vo toi, nén ta tha thiy do. »
Nguyén-viin-Thi¢t mung ro chang cung, lién ta on guan
B6i-Tham, roi day lai ma ta on Do-khiace-Xuwong. Roi do quan
Boi-Tham lién giao nguyén so bac ay lai cho 6ng chi hiang
ruou linh 1y dem vé. Po-khice-Xwong ciing dirng day tu
ta quan Boi-Tham ma lui chon. Vé dén Liu-quan, Do-khic-
Xwong bén voi vang tinh tra tién phong roi hoi thing Hanh
kéu xe cho do hanh-I¥ doi, di tiem khae ma nghi, diing sang
mai thiy to sé thuwong trinh.

Con thang Hanh, khi nghe cau no hoi di kéu xe thi no
ctr viee kéu xe, hoi n6 don di thi no ciing ctr vice don di
chd khong ro viée chi het ea. Dén chirng no thay doi lai cho
- Lir-quan khéc thi no moi 1y lam la ma hoi riing: « Sang
mai niy thi minh méi di, sao khong & chd do ding mai mna
di luon, lai doi dén chd niy lam chi, dd mét cong ma lai
con ton thém lién xe kéo vay cau? » Po-khic-Xwong noi :
« Vithay Nguvén-van-Thi¢t nho tra s6 bae lai nén thiy moi
duroe tha; chiic sao thiy ciing tiém minh ma dén on dap
nghia, vi viy nén qua phai doi di. néu dé thay tiém dwge
ma dem 18-val toi ron rang, v qua khong mudn.» Thiing
Hanh nghe noi thi min cwdi, réi cling noi ring: « Thiét it
ai nhu vay qua!l» Ma qua ching hoi nhur 1oi cia Do-khiic-
Xwong liéu trwoe; nén trua lai bira ay, Nguyen-vin-Thiét
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mua sam lé-vat mot mam vang chiing, ditiém Do-khic-Xwong
ma dén on, song di mot ngay ma hoi khong ra tung-tich,.

-cwre ching di nen phai dem vé ; r6i muon nhyt-bao dn hanh -
nhirng déu dich-thié¢t vé vu mat bac ay ra cho cong-chiing
~duwrge hay, trade I néu cai geong tot cua ngu'm on minh,
sau la dé to cai su- thiét caa minh 1a nguoi vo 1ol v.v....

Pav nhice lai hai thiy tro Bo-khiae-NXwong, sang ra biva
sat dac nhau lén xe lira di t6i mot ngayv-ra méi dén Nha-
trang (av la tinh Khanh-hoa). Hai thiy tro beén dde nhau di
lim cho nghi do mot dém, réi sang mai hoie di bo, hogce di

cang ma lin ra Cira-Hang, (Tourane) la chd mai dm‘mg xe

lua, I ¥
Brong di tir Nha-trang ra dén Cira-Hang (eho ndy Annam.
ta kéu la Ciea-Hang, hode kéu la Da-Nang, con nguri Tay
thi lai kén I Tourane ; cong la 562 cay so, (kilomeétres) phan
ra [am hai chin: mot ehan tr Nha-trang ra toi Qui-nhon,
240 eay-s0:; con mot chang tir Qm-uh(m ra 101 Cora-Hang,
322 eav s0. Hai chan dwong niv chuwa ¢6 dttu‘nﬂ xe lwa, chi
o vai cii 0-to & dwa hanb-khach vay thoi, ngit vi gié tién

mic-mo lim: con thiy tro Po-khae-Xwong trong minh tién

bac chang nhitu, néu di o-to thi ton phi rat nhiéu, da lo
ban di con phong ban vé, phin thi d¢ danh chay thudc cho
cha, vi vay cho nén hai thay tro moi tinh dac nhau di bo,
hé khoé tht di bo voi nhau, bing ¢6 mét lam thi lai muéon
ang ma di cho do chon mot vii khue.

Ngay di déem nghi, lin lin ra gin toi nai Cu-mong, hai
thay tro con duu,ng xam-xuol dam tru'(mg, bhong thily mot
hon in cuwdp hon chin mwoi nguoi, thinh linh trong bui
xong ra chan dwoag, bat heét ca hai thay tro, lue lung lay
heét bac tién, réi troi lai dan dem vé nai, giam noi sau (rai.

Bém ay troj trong trang to, canh vat ém dém, tén dau-
ding ctia bon cudp dv nhon buon vi tim-sw, bén rac bude
di ra phia sau, xem trang hirng gi6 ma choi cho tiéu khién.

Con dwong rao buoce thung dung, viing nghe co tiéng hai
nguoi chuven van than thd vai nhau rang : « Riti qua cau ha 't
Ong dau & ngoai khong bi€t thé nao, ba & nha ¢c6 mot minh
triedre sau hiu quanh: con thdy tro minh lai bi bon cudp
no bat nhw vy thi lam sao ma di cho thiu téi ong? » Réi
Iai nghe tiéng nguwol sau noi: « Quan cwdop ndy thiét la bat

T
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‘nhon qua, bdi ta nghe cha ta dau, nén ta phai dem hét nha
it ma cidm ¢ duoe co6 by nhiéu tién, twong dé dem ra
bl wnd rude cha ta vé, cung la lo than thude cho nguoi. Chang
e da bi ¢o voi girong ta tinh tién 101 cho qua 1& ma chan
| ~din chan duoi cudp hét mot md rdi, nay con ¢o bily nhiéu,
-di moi toi day, lai bi bon niy no giut hét, lai con bit thay
" tro ta ma nhot lai day, lam cho ta di dau ciing chang toi

B . ~dau, van nhirt ma cha ta rii ¢6 bé nao thi ta it trén ching
’ J ; . . - . » . » % 2 ol

& khoi cai danh bat hi€u. » Noi dén do viing sa nuwoce mit. Tén

: ~dAu-dang nghe noi miy loi nhw vay thi cam xie ching cung,

~ beén lén buoe lai gin ma nghe cho ro. Vira bude toi lai nghe

mgudi trude noi riang: « Toi nghi lai thict khong bict thién
1y & dau? L& gi nguoi lanh nhw cdu vay thi gip phudoe moi
phai cho, c6 dau ma lai cir gip an cwop nhuw vay hoai: da
¢o cia dem ma cam ¢d cho ho, ho da tinh loi cho qua Ig,
Jai con chan ma trir lrwde hét 6 thang tién loi, co phai la
qqua in cwop khong? Y la ¢6 ruot da, chd phai nguwoi dung
“moi bue nao nira ; roi nay di moi Loi day lai eon bi bon dn
.cwdp ndv nira, thiét sd cdu sao xui qua! May la hom &
Saigon cau dem 2 ngan may tram ddéng bac xi duge ma
«cho ngwoi dy lai cling con ¢6 on, chd phai cau nghe 1oi toi
nhim ldy ma dem theo, thi ¢ai i ndy n6 ciing lue lirng ma
1dy rao. ché chiang co ich gi. Ma cau dia hav lam doan lam
phuoe nhuw vay, lai gap tai hoa luéon luon, néu troi dat ma

«dé nhur viy thi ai thém lam phude nira. » -
Tén diu-ding dirng ngoai nghe ro het trure sau thi git
~dau va noi thim rdng: « N€u vayv nguoi niv qua la nguoi
: hao-hi¢p trugng-phu, ta cting nén tha nguwoi ma lam nghia.»
Nghi r6i lién bwoe 161 ting-hing lén mol tiéng, mo cira
b buoe vao. Thay tro Boé-khic-Xwong con dwong than tho
| voi nhau, bong nghe ¢6 tiéng nguoi ting-hing bén lan lin lam
‘thinh, k& thily cira md& tung ra, co mol nguoi trai-to trat
chirng hai muoi ngoai tuoi, hinh dung tuin ta, dién mao
khoi ngo, xo6 cira budoce vao, roi di thing toi xa Do-khice-
Xwong va noi rang: « Tré o cua toi no khong bidt ma bit
; 1am, lam cho thay lo so, thiét la 101 161 qua, vay toi xin moi
| ‘thay theo toi ra noi nha trude roi toi sé phan trin lai-lich
cho thay nghe.» Liic by gio, ca hai thiy tro Dé-khiac-Xwong
Ahiét 14 tuyé¢t dia phung sinh, khong bi&t it giap gi, nén ciing
<cir viée di theo ra noi nha truoe xem thir 1é nao cho bidt.
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Ra toi noi ngudi trai-to ay chi gh€ moi ngdi, rot tra moi
uong, roi moi noi rang: « Téi dirng ngoai nghe thiay noéi
chuvén voi thang em day, thi téi moi biét thiay la nguwoir
hién lwong phwong chianh; song toi ciing khong bi€t linh-
ton dau & tai dau, ma thiy phai cim ¢d vwon dit ma di.
thiim nhur vay, xin thiy hily noi hét cho toi nghe, hoiic toi
co thé ma giup sire voi thiy trong chd thiy bit cap.» Do-
khac-Xwong thily nguwoi trai-to &y n@t na nghiém nghi, #in
noi dang hoan, thi lay lam la ma nghi thim rang: « Ta xem
thai-do v ctr-chi ctia ngwdi ndy thiét chiing phéi la nguot
tam-thwong, sao lai tu ching noi chdn san-diu ma. di &n
cudp, hodce la ky trang cling ¢6 duyén-cé chi day ; thoi, ta.
la nguwdi thanh bach, ciing chiing cang chi ma phai gidu ai,
d¢ ta to thi¢t gia-sy cia ta cho chang nghe, roi lin lin ta
s¢ do la, coi chang la ngudi thé nao cho biét.» Qﬁ—kbﬁcm
ANwvong moi dem hét viée nha tw thi chi chung, tir ngay con
hoe trong trueong, hoe toi ndm thir néim, thi hai lin ma khong
dau : gia van suy vi, cha minh phai di ra Bie, d&€n khi nghe
tin cha dau, méi di ¢6 nha eam dat, lai bi c6 voi givgng
minh cho vay #n loi siét hong, cho dén khi di toi day ma bi
bit. diiu duoi gde ngon thuat h&t mét hoi cho nguwovi dy
nshe. Nguoi 8y nghe Do-khiie-Xwong noéi dirt 1oi, bén chip.
miéng than dai réi noi ring: « Tir xira d€n nay nhirng dang
tai-tinh thuwong bi éng xanh ghen ghét, dy ciing la 1é tu-
nhién, duy c¢6 mot déu la khi niy téi ¢6 nghe thing em.
day né noi chuvén ring thiay o6 xi dwoe mot s6 bac hon
hai ngan miy tram dong, lai nhiim lic thiy dwong khudin.
bire tung cing, thiv khong dé ma xai, lai dem ma tra lai
cho ngudi, thiét 1a déu dy th€ gian cting hi hiru, té6i kinh.
phuc ching cung. Chi nhw cai viée ma thiy bi ba co voi
ong giwrong cho vav cit ¢o, chiing ké chi ¢t nhue than tinh
do, thiét toi nghe noi ma ngan ngim, khong hiéu tai sao-
ma doi ¢o nhiéu ngwoi ham tién bac qua; nha giau thi
cwr bire sach ke ngheo, con ngudi co chire phan thi eir dung
quyén-tht ma rat ria dan lwong-thién. To6i néi thiét voi
thiy, toi day vin la ngudi Binh-Binh, tén toi 1a Nguyén-hao-
Nhi¢n, me toéi mat som, cha toi xwa ngoi Tri-phu tai pha
Qui-nhon, cting béi tanh tinh cang true, khong wa xu phu,
ching chiu phiing nghinh; lai thém binh tanh thanh liém,
nén khong c6 cua dw ma 1é loc voi Thuong-ti, vi vay ma




—— g T ——— :f‘_’:‘--r b PTEE T N T R T T . — o = - 171 - - _— . -
’ ";‘i "‘;W.‘v"’. e 2 S i !’Q:{,ﬂ_ b 1 Lo ‘Ww ,!EE“ = o W E e, W ¥ W : & , ¢ ngch < a4  Bpad ‘-'?‘_. ?!_‘ "
3. . N ) ity N SN 34 . . '
P . » ' - - . .

- =t A

ho khong wa, méi ki€m ¢& ma hai cho cha téi bi cach. Cha
t6i vé nha chéng dwoe bao lau réi lai tho binh ma qua doi.
Lac cha toéi con sanh tién, con dwong tai chie, ngudi ¢o
giao héon voi mot ong Huiin-dao tén la Trin-xuan-Khoi;
lic 8y toi va con gai clia 6ng tudi con xung Zu, nén chira
tinh viéc hén nhon, nhung ciing vi ho ghét cha téi ma
lam lay cho toi 6ng Hudin-dao ciing dong bi cach ludn voi

cha téi mot lwge. Ong Huidn-dao th#t chi budn long, bén 4
% , diic hét ca gia-quy€n vao & Nam-Ky day hoc chir nho va

1 chuyén nghé lam thudc. Nghe noi ong vao trong dy miy -

| nim lam #n ciing la phat dat lim, riii sao hai 6ng ba
13 lai ké trurée nguwdi sau, ndi nhau ma ta the€ di hét, con nang
| iy khong biét liru lac xir nao, toi ciing la hét sirc hoi tham
" ma khong ai ré dwgce; noi toi didy ma toi lai ngui ngui. Chi
1% nhw phin téi, tuy me cha di khuit hét thi mic diu, song
toi ciing phan chi hoc viin tap vo, chd ngay ra irng cir, hoa
may ¢6 thi ddu dé hiiu k& chi cho cha t6i. Ching dé toi
lai gdp nhirng tham-quan 6-lai, né chéan néo dén dwdong
néu ching ¢6 cna hdi thi kho trong ma dau dwoe. Trong
néo quan-treong thi nhwr vay, con ngoai dwong doi thi lai
s nhiu ndi gay go. Téi coi thién ha lam sao ma phin nhiéu
15 déu la tay nham hiém ninh ta, tham lam ddi gid; nhiig ké
| giau sang ma diu cho hwr doa nho nhop cach nao, ho ciling
| ~ kinh ciing tén, nhudt nho hon hét 1a nhirng bon loan-luan
' ma hé noé c6 tién thi ho ciing birng ciing bg, con nhw ngudi
It ngheo kho6, dau c6 phai cach nao ho ciing xiim nhau ma
? khi ngao dé khinh, thiét noi téi cai nhon-tinh ma téi chan
; . ngan, né lam cho téi tire gian trang hong, thiay nghi do
{1 ma coi ké lam quan thi chi biét c¢6 mot déu tham nhung,
A mong long sau mot, thau liém ecta dan, chuyén chét noi
sOng, chuyén séng noi chét; ai than ai khéc mic ai, cir diing
quyén-lyc ctia minh ma bo ddy cai tai tham cho thoa
thich, eon nhirng ké giau thi ciing chi eir dung cai th&-lue
kim-tién ma bire sach ké nghéo, lo tom gop cho diy tu diy
12 rwong, roi dé cho nhirng 1ii con hwr, miic sire n6 #n xai pha
| tang, ché ching thdly ai la ngwdi yéu nwoc thwong dén,
| danh ndi cai miéng tii ra ma chung cung lo ling mé mang
| hoc-thuat cho dam thanh-nién, héu sau ¢6 chin ehinh cai van
mang cua nuwdce nha cho vé vang cung thé-dao. Ai di, dwong
buoi thé-giai phong trao qudc-gia dién dio niy ma nong
té ciing khong hay, thwong hiwr cling ching ké, ciing ching
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bi€t qude-gia xa-hoi la chi, chi cir manh ai thi nay lo cho
vinh than phi gia, fin sung. miit swong, bo lieu hai muwoi
may tricu con Lac chau Hong, mic diu sOng say thac ngu.
Thiy nghi ma coi, c¢6 dang buén khong? Boi buon, bari
gian, bm tire nhir vay, nén t6i mai déic hét gia-dich ctia toi
lén nup dn tai chdn ndy, chiu mang danh én cudp, dé don

nhirng tham-quan 0-lai cing nhirng quan vi phu bat nhan,

hét ching né ma rira hon, hodic cho gia-quy&n chiing no
chudc lai, dé 1dy tién ma phan phat cho nhirng nha doéi khoé;

mdy nim han lue, dan Trung—Kv doi rach khon cung, ciing

nhd chia Ay, ma tér phan phat giip do cho nhiéu nha khoi
chet ; lai cling nho ¢6 dong tién bdt nghia cta bon vi phu
bt nhan &y ma maoi trong ndm roi day toi da lén gu’lp duoce
cho hai nglrm hoc-sanh ngheéo sang Tﬁy du-hoc, roi tir dﬁy
néu 16i tich trir dwoc it nhiéu, hé toi coi ¢o6 hoi nao dé lo
mé& mang cong-ich cho déng-bao, thi téi ciing tim cach &n
danh goi dz‘mg cho Hoi dy, Nay may ma t6i giip dwoe thay
I ngudi cao nghia, néu thiy chang ché t6i lam nghé dé
tién, thi toi quyet két Tam sanh tir d¢ huynh, xin thay ché
phu. » Do-khiic-Xwong nghe noi dirt 101, ngoi suy nghi mot

hoi réi noi ring: « Toi xem cai viée cir thd cia thiy day

thiét la hao-hung nghia-hiép, chiing phai ké tim thwong
ma lam nhwr vay dwge dau; néu thiy ching ché toi la ké
nhu nhwge ma twong dén t6i, thi toi cling nguyén két lam
bing hiru. » Hao-Nhién nghe néi riit mirng, bén hoi thim
cho biét tudi nhau. Té ra Nguyén-hao-Nhién c6 22 tuoi phai
lam em, con DO-khdc-Xwong 24 tudi lon hon, nén lam
- anh cho nh#im thir tir; hai dang giip nhau y hiép tam dau,
nhirng mang chuyén tro ma troi gin sang. Hao-Nhién lién
kéu gia-dich hdi lam ga vit ndu com cho hai thiy tro Do6-
khic-Xwong én, ding co6 1én duwong cho som; roi day lai
noi voi Do-khée-Xwong ring: « Anh em ta méi giip, 1€ thi
em phai lam moét tiée cho xtrng dang ma dai anh va cim
anh ¢ lai choi nam muwoi ngay moi la phi da; ngéit vi Bace
qui-thé bat an, anh gdp di thim Bac, em ching dam cidm,
nén phai tam dung dam bac, d6i ba moéon d6 hén ma dwa
anh thurong 10. » Khic-Xwong khiém nhwong vai 1oi roi
méi ngoi lai duang com voi nhau. Con thang Hanh thi ciing
an com noi nha sau véi bon gia-dich.

(Xin hday xem qua cuon thir nhi moi dicl d{((y&l’) J 2
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HCU CHE SU CANH THANH

M. Nguyén-dire-Nhudn la mot ngudi rit co dai chi, xudt
than noi trudgng vé Gia-dinh la nim 1918, lic ban so thi
thiy don ¢6 mot ciing phd nho nhoé & tai Pat-ho, dé thiét-
hanh cai nghé hoa chon-dung cua thay.

Ma thiét ciing nho cai chi kién-nghi, cai n€t-na 6n-hoa
trung hau va cai nghé vé cue ky tinh xdo ding ding cuia
thily ma duoc long cong-chiing hoan nghinh ; sau lin ldn
thiy m&i mon men dé bude vao thuwong-gioi, don xudng o
noi dwong Boulevard de la Somme, ngang ga xe lira Cho-
ci, dé hoa chon-dung va buén ban cac thir nén giay ciing
d6 vat-dung.

Thiét rat dang khen M. Nguyé&n-dire-Nhuén, tudi tuy con
nho ma ¢6 chi dinh thirong; cho nén trong khoan 8, 9 nim
froi ma cudc budn cua thiay ngay nay da khoan truwong ra
rit nén to-tac, tu-bon d€n hai ba trim ngan dong.

Hién nay thdy dd dung nén hai tiém rét to:

1-— SOIERIES BAZAR
' NGUYEN-PUrc-NHUAN
42, Rue Calinat. — Saigon

2 BAZAR MODERNE VINH-TAN
cal-NaoN : NGUYEN-BOC-NHUAN
48-30, Rue Vannier. — Saigon (Chg-cti)

Co trir ban si va ban lé cac thir hang Tau, hang Tay,
hang Béc, hang Bombay, hang Nhut-bon, nhiéu Ciu-kho,
Lua Leo, valises, vai, du, mung, mén cung d6 chung don
trong nha; no6i tém mot loi 1a hai hang buon cua thay vat
nao cling co, thirc nao cling du.

Dong-bao chu quan-twr & Luc-chau ¢o6 dip 1én Saigon, tién
dirong ciing nén dén hai hang buén nidy xem choi cho biét
cude buon cna ngudi minh ngay nay, hé buwde dwge buoc
nao ciing nén mirng gitm tho nhau buée ndy.
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HOTEL D’ AVNAVI

NAM-VIET KHACH LAU

Duwdong Kmh-lap Boulevard Charner
N° 72 a 80 va dwong Carabelli N° 15
Saigon
e e A e

Kinh cing qui khach ro, toéi don phong rong
malt va sach sé, lai cung co phong & duoi dal,
dugce can tién cho qui khach.

Xin qui khach co di Saigon lhl dén tiém t6i ma

& lay lam thong tha lam. ST
5 | HUYNH-BUE-KY,
(Can khai.

" NHI-THIEN-BUO'NG

Dai-dwoc-phong, 38, Rue de Canlon. — Cholon.

XIN LUU Y

Bén hiéu NHI-THIEN-BUO'NG kinh c¢do ciing luc-chiu chur thin
cht diing 1am twdng ;

Tir bon hiéu khai trwong téi nay lin tay tinh ¢6 miy chuc nim
dir, hing méng on chu ton doai twrdng, nén thin chi cang ngay
cang dong, that bon hiéu rit tham cAm thanh tinh. Vi viy ma bdn
hiéu ching nai kho nhoe, tdn clia hao ¢dng, ch& luvén ra nhiéu
thir thude thin hiéu dé giup ich cho chir ton trong khi néng lira
mura diu. Ching dé méi diy co ké gian n6 duc do twr loi, khong
ké ton nhon hai mang, né lam ra nhirng thudec bay ba cho c¢o
chirng con ngoai no6 lam nhirng hdp, ve, goi, vin van, gidng tua
theo bon hiéu ma géi ban khip noi, bdi e cho chir ton lim tuwdng
ctia bon hiéu ch& ra. « Vi hé lai mua thi ching né néi thude cna
NHI-THIEN-DU'O'NG » nén s¢ chir tdn ching xem k¥ mua vé udng
thi rit hai cho sanh mang. Nhirt 1a Van trng Nhi-thién-diu thi chiing
n6 mao nhiéu hon hét; xin lye-chau churr ton ai mudn mua thudc
cia bon hiéu NHI-THIEN-BU'O'NG, thi hiy xem cho k¥ hinh éng
phat map va hiéu NH]-THIEN-BU'O'NG sé mua.

Vin tide vai l&i wée trong luc-chaua chw ton luu ¥ cho lam.

Cholon, le 6 Juin 1926.
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NH]-THIEN-DU'O'NG,



HOTEL & BESTAURANT DU

MEIEE OIN G

Day thép néi so 153
—_————
Mudn ddng vira § qui khdch nén nha hdang « MEKONG » dit CUCU-LONG-GIANG, ke tic
ngay 1~ Décembre 1925 moi tuin déu phadi ¢o d¢ mdy mon soupe ngon, Menu nhuw sau niy ;
Thir hai ¢6 ; Bouillabaisse.,
Thir ndm o6 : Consommé de Volaille.
Thir bay c6 : Soupe Corse.
Nha hang « CUU-LONG-GIANG » lai maéi kéu ndu dan thign nghé, trwdeeé niu cho
quan Todn-Quyén va boi gidi ding, l¢ lang, d? sai khién.
Chii nha hang chdm nom xét tir mén dn thuwiérng ngay va lam sao cho mdi mon dcu vira
y qui khdch mdi chju. Nha hdng maé cira ban sdang dém.
Trén phong c6 nhiéu hgng, sach sé va lgi gid re.
Lai ciing ¢6 mdt Annexe c6 muwiri cdng phong, d6 dat ding trong phong déu méi va
sqch sé.
Ciing co chd d¢ xe hoi nira
Bon chi nheon ciing rit vui long chin linh nhirng dam tige b&'l lugn xa gin nhiéu it.
& hu-nho'n NGUYEN-PHONG-CANH.

LE-VAN-DU

CYCLES ET ACCESSOIRES GROS ET DETAIL
Nos 21-38-40, Rue Amiral Dupré

LOCATION AUTOMOBILE « GRAND TOURISME»
No 42, Pé-hitu-Vi, 42.— SAIGON
A PYI—C

BOn hiéu: c6 trir du thir hiéu xe may dap va do phu tiung. Ban si va
ban 1é. Gia ré hon eac neoi. Xin déng bang luu v.

Bon hi¢u cling ¢6 sim nhiéu xe hoi bdy chd ngdi, kiéu kim thei,
mdi tinh hao dé cho muédn ; n€u chw Qui-vi gip dip rdnh mudn dao
choi hodc hiru sy mudn diang di xa, xin do noi bon hiéu ma theong
nghi. thi Qui-vi s& vui io6ng vi d3d mwén ding xe tdt ma gia lai ré.

Francois SU
TIEM BAN PO TOT CO DANH
BAN RE €O TIENG
Chti nho'n thanh that dang tin cay

-
———— -
-

1o HOt xoan nwde tdt tinh thin, bdn gianh mai gia ré hon hét.

20 Hang lua lyra rut thir tot la.

30 Ao mua chanh hiéu Parisienne.

40 Non Mousseline thir long thiét mude.

5¢ O an triu da bo biing dong d6, dong bach kiéu ngo, gia ré l&m.

6o Du két ren khéo lim.

Ai mudn mua d6 thiét tdt xirng dang hdy dén tiém M. Francois Su,
76 Rue Vannier (cho cit Saigon). .
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ANCIENNE MAISON PHU-TOAN
21-23. Rue Amiral Courbet. — SAIGON

i %

R 3 |
LE-VAN-BEN ¢
il eSS EN ok 0

Chup hinh va r¢i hinh ra lon. |

Dong gidy tay va giay don-ba Annam.

—_————e—e e B -
o 0
Trwde khi mudn mua hang hoéa thi nén viét tho cho
M. Pham-van-Ngoe, Directeur de la maison :

: CHIEU-NAM-VIEN ¢
n | 26, Rue Viénot, 56
SAIGON

Thi chu vj sé dugc vui long vi gia ban si hay
ban 1é gi ciing ré 1im.

0 o
A v "~
rai hiew NGUYEN-VAN-TRAN
| 96, Boulevard Bonnard.— SAIGON |
Day thép noéi so 178
o )
0 vo; biing fil d’Ecosse nhifu thir la : Thir triing c6 sg¢ den. Thir den co sge i

k tring. Thir Carreaux, miéng chd, co soc xudi, soc xéo, sp¢ ngang nhiéu
ki¢u thiét dep. Co thir bing to A0 mau ¢& nhd cho dirn-ba Annam ding.
Gid bdn mii déi: O $ 80, 0$90, 1 $00, 1520

Mua si tinh gida nhe
.. VALISES bidng da hidu Squaremouth,

<&
Giay TAY dong bén Phap, gia tir 6 $ 00 t&i 9 800, ¢

PEN DAU LUA hong Hué-K¥, chun biing da cim-thach thiét, b& cao 0=70
Ban ludn véi chyp xuwa.

Xin mua thir, mdi bi®t ré 13t xilu va ré mic.
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HANG XE HOT
NGUYEN-VAN-KIEU

26, Boulevard Bonnard, 26. — SAIGON

Hang ndy la mgt hing xe hoi rit nén to tic ctia newdi Annam, ¢6
GARAGE dé sira ciac thir may hoi. Co bian xe hoi méi hiéu « DON-
NET ZEDEL marque Francaise» (B. N. C. marque Anglaise) (AN-
SALDO marque Italienne). Xe B. N, C. Ansaldo may tdt nhirt hang,
chay mau ma ém khong hiéu nio bing. Giwrdong dong, giwing sit,
may cay rugng; dé phu tung vo va rudt xe-hoi, xe-may se-kéo ciing
co du thir, ban gia ré hon cac noi.

Xin dong bao chuw quin-tir dén gidp cude budn clia nguwdi minh

cho mau phiat dat.
——— ——— —— ———— —— — ———— — ——————————————————

MOl LAI

1 000 (:iii 1'19 mura (Zuo:ntcho&:c \::’n gat“)ard’ifle, h(m mm'»:i m.ﬁy thir
tot xAu, day mdng, di mau, da tudi (dan ong va dan ba).

Gid tir 79 téi 178 12 thir thit tOot nhirt.
Co6 thir 4o mwra cho hoc tro tir 8 tudi sip 1én gia tir nam dong may

tori 10800,
TRAN-QUANG-XUAN

158, rue d'Espagne (sau chg mai). — Saigon

1 cai dia hat boi Annam, Cao-mén va Xiém, hit kim sat,
l“ ‘)‘)‘) gia moi dia 1$. Mua si gia khaec.
(Co nhiéu nén phai ban ré).

TANG-KHANH-LONG

84, Boulevard Bonnard. — SAIGON
i L g -

Khie cac thir con diu |
biing dong va ban dong, :
ban da cam-thach. Ban ¥
cac thir nén ni feutre bén ;
tay thiét tot va du, éo J{

* ‘”",ﬁ@ mua lmpermeaﬁle.
: \ ). N 3
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