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KINGDOM AND PEOPLE OF SIAM.

HE knowledge we possess of the countries depen-
dent on Siam is of a very imperfect and frag-
I have collected from various
sources such information as has ‘been accessible to me;
and that information concerns prmclpally the Laos and

mentary character.

THE

CHAPTER XIV.

DﬁENDENCIES UPON 'SIAM,

Cambodian territories.

Of the various tribes and tOngues which formerly
occupied these regions, ¢ the thousand unknown na-

tlons, Camoens thus speaks :- v

VOL. II,

O’er these vast regions see a vaned throng

Of thousand unknown natioirs ﬁrowd the coast;
The Laos both in lands and nnmbets ‘strong,
Avas and Birmahs in their mouptains lost,

And savage Gueos, scarcely seen among

The deep recesses where the barbarous host

On human flesh with brutal hunger feed,
And with kot iron stamﬁ‘en- own—ride deed 1+

Ves neste grho teireno o8 dlﬂ'erentes
Nomes de mil nagoes nunca sabidas ; ;
Os Laos em terra e numero potentes
Avas, Bramas, por serras tim compridas—

B



2 ~ DEPENDENCIES UPON SIAM.

Laos..

The Laos races are divided into two very distinct
sections—those who tatoo their bodies, and those who
do not. The tatooed, or Black-bellies, occupy the
districts of Xieng Mai, Laphun, Lakhon, Muang Phré,
and Muang Nan. The non-tatooed ( White-bellied)
live in the distticts of Muang Lom and Muang Luang
Phra Bang.

The Laos country is renowned for the finest speci-
mens of the lan palm, upon whose leaves the religious
records and teachings are written with a sharp-pointed
style or bodkin. Over the characters so inscribed, ink
is passed, which penetrates into the indented parts,
and is washed away from the smooth surface of the
leaves. '

The Laos spoken languagé is.a modification of the
Siamese: so close is the resemblance, that the two
nations easily understand gne another. The Laos
writing, however, is more lllge that of Cambodia than
of Siam.

The dress of the Laos people approximates to gjhat
of the Siamese. A long §cgrf is wrapped round the
loins, and the ends, passipg’ beneath the thighs, are
pushed under the drapery' behind. This garment is
called a langouti: & jacketifi equent’*y is worn with it,
and sometimes a cloak orer ..... ‘the shoulders. Vests,
ornamented With gold and il zer threads, are used by*

;i“‘_‘
. Ve nos remotol monte%pum gentes .
Que Graeos se chamim,de silvages vidas,
Humana carne cdornem, ma.s’% sua
Pintam com ferro qrdénfp—tmnca crua.
Lus.,can, x., cxxvx
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the nobles. The Laos, like the Siamese, wear a tuft
of hair on the top of their heads, which looks like a
black brush, the skull being shaven all round the tuft
at every new moon. Sandals are rarely worn; and
when used, they are but a slip of hide fastened to the
sole of the foot by strings of the same. But women
and children wear heavy bracelets and anklets of- gold
and silver, and necklaces of glass when more precious
substances are not obtainable. Charms, on engraved .
plates of silver or copper, are also gencrally worn by
children, as protections agamst the ‘supposed influence
of evil spirits.

The Laos houses are built upon piles of wood, and
made of bamboo canes, ingeniously interlaced, and
roofed with leaves. Beneath the floor, buffaloes, cows,
pigs, goats, and poultry are collected; and frequently
a single apartment serves for all the purposes of a
large family. But in Laos, as in Siam, the temples
and pagodas are costly, and cven beautiful, enriched
with gold ornaments, and ghtterm& in the sun with
various colours.

Of the character of the Laos™ people, Pa.]legom"
expresses a most favourable opinion. He says, they
are peaceful, submissive, patient, sober, faithful, frank,
and simple,—but credulous and superstitious. They
are honest, abhor theft, and one of* their Kings is said
to have condemneéd robbers to be - fned alivé i a pan

of burning oil.** But the’ moral tone has“ﬁeen lowered

of late years, in consequence of . the wmtatlons of war
and the presence of much misery. ..

#* Pallegoix, . 38.
B2
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Their food is rice, fish, poultry, pork, venison, buf-
falo, and abundant varieties of vegetables. But their
favourite dish is fish, prepared by exposure to the sun,
and afterwards stecped in brine, of which they make a
paste and eat with théir rice, using red pepper as the
condiment. But they eat also serpents, lizards, rats,
bats, frogs, and other animals. They are, in fact,
almost omnivorous.

The common people seldom employ either earthen-
ware or porcelain. They eat out of wicker-work
vessels, wrought with much art. The Second King of
Siam gave me a beautiful specimen, which had been
used in the service of the Laos Prince. The form is
graceful, and it is very richly gilded and ornamented.

A chest which contains their silken garments, baskets
of bamboo and wicker work, compose the whole furni-
ture of the household: they have neither chairs, nor
tables, nor benches, nor beds; a few mats minister to
all the requirements of meals or rest.

They hunt, they fish—they are trained to spear fish
from their childhood—and use the gun and the sarba-
can with equal dexterity. The sarbacan is a long,
hollow bamboo, through which they blow an arrow,
which seldom fails to hit the intended prey

They cultivate rice a d maize, the sweet potato,
calabashes, red pepper, melons, and other fruits.
They clear the jungle by !)m;nng the trees and busheg,
and the ashes add to the] nagursl fertility of the soil.
The Chinese purchase *ly among them ivory,
skins, gold-dust, silver agd sbpper, gums, cardamoms,
lac, wax, dyewoods, cotth,‘inilk, &c., for which the
small wares of China are usuhlly exchanged.
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Warlike qualities they have few. We saw many
Laos compaflies among the troops at Bangkok. Their
appearance Wwas miserable enough: they were gro-
tesquely clothed, strangely armed and rudely dis-
ciplined; mostly gmall in stature, with little vigour or

They honour the medical art. Pallegoix says that
marvellous cures are effected by medicinal plants
unknown to Europeans. They attribute great value
to lustral water, which they administer after fastening
to the legs and arms threids of cotton which have
been blessed by the priests, in order to control the
power of malevolent genii. Like the Chinese, they
attribute great healing and other qualitics to the teeth
and bones of tigers, serpents, and animals remarkable
for courage; to the gall of the boa, the bear, the
monkey, and other beasts; to the fat of crocodiles,
the horns of the rhinoceros, the bezoar stone, &c.

The Laos are Buddhists. Of their religious belief,
Pallegoix <ays, “ They honour the statues of Buddha,
but render more worship to the geniZ and the demons
than to their idol. Of these® genii there are several
sorts:—i1st The wood demons (phi phras), whose
authority is exercised in the deepest forests, into
which if any one have the temerity to penetrate,
especially during the night, he often disappears, and
nothing more is heard of him. But sometimes the
adventurer is transported to an enchanted land,
where he leads for years a life of illusions, but
finally escaping from their magic influence, he finds
himself at the door of his hut, hardly recognisable
by his wife and children, who had ceased to re-
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member him. Sometimes these wood demons are
reported to punish the invader of their territories
with malignant fevers, ywhich destroy him in a few
days.—z2nd. The phi ok, or ffg!giving demons.
These are busied in frlghtenmg“klman beings by
all sorts of illusions of sight and hearing. At night
they haunt the neighbourhood of men’s abodes;
they wander about the public roads, and exhibit
themselves in all sorts of monstrous shapes —
grd. The malignant demons (pht pob) These are
the objects of special apprehension, on account of
their voracity. There are certain sorcerers who are
supposed to control these demons; and when one
person means to injure another, he makes a present
to the sorcerer, who compels the attendance of the
demon, which enters the body of his victim, gradually
devours the entrails, heart, and liver, so that he
pines from day to day, and at last expires.—4th.
The thevada, or tutelar genii, who occupy the huts
of the natives, and prdtect their families. These
guardian angels must e treated with great kind-
ness, or disease will atfack the family, the rice-crop
will perish, and misery enter the dwelling. They
are conciliated by an*erection at one end of the
hut, upon which small pyramids are raised, from
whence laose cotton threads abe suspended, which,

being blown into the holise; convey the friendly gemus
thither, his seat being' oy the top of the pyramid,

where he holds his wateh,-and keeps away evil spirits,
tigers, serpents, and gve caud¢ of mischief. To
him a small altar is erectelf, near the place of honour,
in every house. This'iszhis throne, and thence he,
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issues his commands, and is always at hand to
be consulted in eases of difficulty. At the altar,
offerings are presented of wax candles, . odoriferous
woods, rice, andggrrack—for he is deemed a genial
and a jovial spw -Every morning and evening, a
vessel of steaming rice is placed before him, whose
fragrance he is suppbs,ed to enjoy. - Now and then, he
is reported to have emptied the rice-pot. His hospi-
tality has something jealous about it, for he is said
not willingly to allow a guest to remain more than
three nights in the. hut of a .laos family; and it
usually happens that after a stay of three days,
the stranger receives a hint that it would be well he
should depart, in order to avoid the displeasure of
the thevada.”

At the foot of a high mountain, on a wide plain,
Xieng (or Chieng) Mai, the capital of Laos, is built,
and is said to contsin a population of 50,000 souls.
It is a double-walled city, with double fosses around
the walls. Xieng Mai has the reputatxon of being
the refugium peccatorum of the Siamese, especially of
persons unable to.pay their debts,—a class dealt with
very harshly by Siamese law and usage. The fare of
the people is. said.to be miserable, and money ex-
tremely rare.. Elephants are commonly used for war,
for travel, :;md for, carrying . burdens.. Tt is sa.;,d that
after the harvest;mﬁgathered m,the eopl e gi
up to idleness:., Saltds, incipal.
barter. The y
men, and. are.r¢ o exercise.a desy
sovereignty. .. The/ieity. 8 cm@ed with ‘Buddhist
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temples, and priests, who are accused of l.{ving very
profligate lives. On the top of the mountain there
is a Buddha’s foot, an object of great veneration.

Xieng Rau, another city in the same district, has
been often taken and retaken frgm the Birmese.
It was captured by the Laos in 1844.

There is a considerable trade with the province of
Yunan in China, carried on by mules, which require
a month for the journey, through woods and moun-
tains.

Xieng Mai is acity of great antiquity. Phra Ruang,
who was King of Siam towards the end of the fifth
century, married his brother to a princess of Xieng
Mai, and gave him the government of the country.

In the Annales de la Propagation de la Foi, there is
a report written by M. Grandjean, a Catholic mis-
sionary, from which the following extracts have been
made. Heleft Bangkok on the 5th December, 1843, and
returned thither at the beginning of the rainy stason
in the following year. Pagsing up the Meinam as far
as Thoen, his party abandoned their boats, and engaged
elephants to travel through a country of immense
mountains and perilous defilés, where they had only
the shade of forest-trees to protect them by day, and
large fires at night to Jkeep off the multitudes of wild
beasts, At a cost of wenty-six francs for elephants,
and food for & party of ix persons, they reached Xieng
Mai,* the capltal of tfe Laos country, on the 18th

* The moxe* upnﬂd of od Lan’Changy, which means “ ten
millions of elephants,” netal of the Elephauts 1s usually

one of the titles ot‘.l;ho or Prime Mimster of Siam.—La
Loubere, p. 89,
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January, 1844.- ¢ At daybreak,” speaking of the
journey, he says, * they cook the rice, which they
quickly eat,"and then travel for four hours in the
morning without stopping. They then make a second
meal, similar to that of the morning; after which, they
abandon themselves to merriment and to prattle near
the fires which they have kindled for the night.

“ There are ordinarily distinguished two kinds of
Laocians—one of whom are called Thaung Dam, that
is, Black-belies, and the other who are called Thaung
Khao, that is, White-bellies. They are thus named,
because the men of the race of Black-bellies, when
they arrive at the age of fourteen or sixteen years, are
accustomed to have drawn upon their bodies different
figures of men, flowers, elephants, tigers, serpents,
and other animals. This operation they perform by
making, by means of many needles joined together, a
number of punctures upon the epidermis; they then
apply a black ink, which brings out all the designs
traced upon the skin; they quietly bathe themselves
afterwards, and the impression is ineffaceable. The
tatooing is not executed without pain; for they are
obliged to bind the patient, who generally continues
sick for fifteen days, and sometimes even dies. How-
ever, as the young Laocians cannot obtain wives if
they lack this kind of beauty, there is not one amongst
them who does not voluntarily submit to this painful
operation. The White-bellies, on the contrdry, are
contented with their natural graces.

¢ All these peaple extend, on the north, to the fron-
-tiers of China; on thie south, to the kingdom of Siam
to the east, they reach to Cachin China and Tong King;
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and on the west, they touch the Birman Empire.
The western region belongs to the Whitébellies ; the
Black-bellies occupy the provinees of the-east. They
are divided into g multitude of- petty kingdoms, of
which the prince of each has the power of life and
death; but, with the exceptioniof two or three only,
these princes are dependent on the King of Siam,
who nominates them or deposes them at his own
pleasure: they are, moreoger, obliged to pay him an
annual tribute. Nevertheless, as they are at a great
distance from Bangkok, and as ‘if united they could
cause the whole power of Siam to tremble, the
Sovereign - Prince has a great respect for them; he
manages these crowned vassals gently, and always
makes them some presents when they carry their
tributes. -

“In general, the W»}zte—bellzes do not much regard
their talapoins or thejr_idols; their character ap-
proaches to that of the £ochin Chinese, and it appears
that it would not bezdifficult to convert them to
Christianity. The BI fck-bellics, on the other hand,
have.a nature. whi Ediﬂ'ers very. little from the
Siamese: they:are sm’&agly attached to their pago-
das, to their religious: ‘books, -and whoever amongst
them has not 'been.a ialﬁpom, for some time at least,
is generally desluéed i:they calt-him. sekon-dib,—that
is, hard man; or profghe,—and : he eannot. easily find
2 wife s they are othegwig o't
supersﬁltmns .
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the capital. It'bears the name of the whole king-
dorfi, Xieng Mai. He says—

“ This kmgdom is the farthest to the west of
all the States of Laos, and it is also one of the
most considerable. Xieng Mai is built at the foot
and to the east of a pretty high mountain, on a
large and beautiful plain. It kas a double girdle of
walls, both surrounded by broad and deep ditches.
The interior circumferenge is—if the King is to be
belicved, who told me-—a thousand fathoms long
by nine hundred broad. As this city is built some-
what similar to all those of India,—that is, the
houses do not touch each other, and are surrounded
by trees and little gardens,—it is not easy to esti-
mate the population. The eldest son of the King
assured me that it contained more than one hundred
thousand souls; but he evidently exaggerated, and
largely. After having traversed Xieng Mai many
times and in all directions, I do not believe that we
can give it more than twenty thousand inhabitants,
even including the different suburbs which are with-
out the walls, To the east of the city, and at only
three or four minutes from the fortified space, runs
a river, the banks of which are partly covered with
houses: unfortunately, they are all inhabited by the
bankrupts of Bangkqk, who have fled there, changing
their names, to shun the pursuit of their ereditors.
The King willingly gives them asylum, bidause they
increase his power and revenues. In this State the
villages are ‘very sawmerous; but not having seen
them, I cannot state the total population.

“ Kine, pigs; and paultry age pléntiful : on the other
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hand, there are few fish, and those very small, and
almost no vegetables; so much so, that during Tlent,
and on the Fridays and Saturdays, we had nothing
to eat but eggs, with the leaves of & very bitter kind
of radishs there was every day the same repetition,
without any change. The pigs and fowls are reserved
for rich persons. Money also is sa scarce, that few
families could allow themselves the use of flesh.
They commonly live on rice, without any other sea-
soning than a kind of very strong red pepper—to
which the mouth of & European can scarcely accustom
itself,—or little fishes, which they pound and cause to
rot previously: I never could prevail upon myself to
eat them.

“ These people have a great many cattle, very small,
which have scarcely any milk, and which they never
think of using. When we told them that in our
country the milk of the cow was much esteemed, and
that it formed a savoury food, they laughed, and
only held our countrymen in contempt. As for oxen
and elephants, although they also abound, the inha-
bitants seldom kill them, and only eat the flesh when
they die from old age. They are emf)loyed 1n culti-
vating the fields, to eprry the cotton which they
purchase in the neighbouring kingdoms, and to bring
in the rice in the harjest-time.

. This transport, which I have often witnessed, is
made in too curious gad too amusing a manner not
to have a word abou} it. They beat the rice upon
the field where they'haye collected it;. then, when
the grain is gathered jnto heaps, théy go every
morning, each with ja frain of fifteen, twenty, or
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thirty oxéhs The fitst of thedd oxen; that is, the one
which walké at. the head’ of the troop, generally has
the head covered with garlands, surmounted with a
bunch of peacock’s feathers, and the neck surrounded
with little bells. All these animals have two kinds
of baskets on their backs, which hang on each side,
and which are filled with rice, after which they
return to the CIty, making a dreadful bustle; for the
bridge which is at the gites of the city, not having
a breadth- of more than two fathoms, the convoys
which are entering come in contact with those going
out. A general mélée results. Each one runs hither
and thither to find his wandering cattle; the shouts
of the drivers, the lowing of the oxen, are mixed
with the ringing of a thousand bells. The elephants
at a grave pacé come into the midst of this rout,
with their large bells, which have each a different
tone; then the buffaloes, scared by the ringing, open,
by charging all in the breach, a merciless gap, fol-
lowed by ‘their masters, who cry: Nen tua ha di
Hhuar Souak |—that is, Take care ! take ¢are! a mad
buffalo! At last, the idle spectators, who gather in
crowds, increase the tumult more by their cries afid
their incessant shouts of laughter.. The whole makes
a truly comical affray—a scene made ‘up of the
trunks of elephants, horns of oxeﬁ of” Laocmn' tl@ks
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“With these peoplé? the cultivation is##nost con-
fined to rice. Industry is by no mean$:flourishing.
As the river which flows to Bangkok is very danger-
ous, (from Xieng Mai to Rahang, thirty-two cascades
are reckoned, where'many boats are lost each year,)
and the communication with- the other towns can
only be madée by elephants, and across mountains
without end, ‘there are few of the Laocians who
devote themselves to' commerce.” As for those who
have gathered in their harvest, they live in almost
perfect idleness until the month of June or July,
when they again begin to labour their fields. For the
same reason, they have very little *currency, and
almost all the purchases are made by barter. Salt,
above all, holds a very important price in their
transactions; with it they can procure whatever they
want: it comes from Bangkok, and is sold very dear
at Xieng Mai. b '

“ The laws of the kirigdom are of a very severe
nature: for a considerable robbery, they have the
penalty of death; arid?for a simple larceny repeated
three times, the same sentence is incurred. Theft is
therefore not so frequent as at Bangkok: Although
there are a great number of drunkards at Xieng ’V[al,
(the natives make h.li the wine of rice, which they
drink to excess,) thd #ery rarely fight or dispute.
During the whole tinke that I lived in this country,
I ‘only heard of one guarrel and that was between
feriales. “One of these, in hér anger, Having wished
to- destroy. thie hut ‘of thejother, the lattet catried her
complaint 't6" ﬂte Priﬁce?&#ha qul@klyfd.rrwed with a
troop of followers, selzedﬁhe brawlérand put ber in
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irons, whet¥she remained for more than two months;
and it Was -enly by'the' influence of money that she
was released.-

“ Although I have stated a little above that the
character of the Rlack-bellies differs little from that
of the Siamese, I beliete the former, however, more
curious, and, above all, more beggarly: this last
quality, if it is one, in them goes so far, that it has
nlany times happened that.the Minister of the King
himself has asked us, sometimes. for a fruit, which
he eat before us as a child would have done,—some-
times for two or three eggs, which he carried .away
with him. I would not wish to decide which of
these two people is the most cunning and.most
deceitful : however, if it was necessary to adjudge a
premium, I would give it to the Laocians, who im-
pose the more easily on account of their more free
and more open exterior. They are, besides, without
respect for decency. I have sometimes reproached
them with having no other religion than the de-
praved desires of their heart, and they have acknow-
ledged it without blushing. .

“ As regards the women, they are more actlve, more
industrious, and more mte]l;gent than the men.  They
have an undoubted empire over their husbands, and
can drive them away when they are not content with
them. If the Prince had not, forbidden, under pain of
death the: embracing, onr holy rehglon, t.hey would
certainly not hzve been slow.in turmng Chmtw.ns ; ppd
their husbends-would not havq. ity

« At Xie ngm«hargmﬂexly,, :
houses: we ‘cannot take!®; step. mthput encountermg
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them to the right pr the left. Fhere are reclmned in this
city alone at least a hundred, which are each imhabited
by ten, twenty, or thirty talapoins, without mentioning
those, in very great numbers, which have fallen into
decay, and which they do not repair. As for these
talapoins, they are almost all young men who scarcely
know how to read, and who pass their time in sleeping,
gaming, or in doing worse still.

“ Departing from Xieng Mai, we reached the same
day another small kingdom, called Lapoun, to the
south of Xieng Mai. On our arrival, we repaired to
the seat of government, the town-hall of the place,
where we found six to eight mandarins, who assembled
there every day to hear the complaints of the people,
adjudicate disputes, and administer the public affairs,
almost entirely entrusted to their care. They asked
us who we were, from whom we came, and what
business had brought us to the country. They knew
already, for many of them had been at Xieng Mai;
but these are the questions with which they are accus-
tomed to begin the conversation. We took advantage
of them to announce the good tidings of Jesus Christ.
A mocking laugh was almost the only answer which
they gave us. They permitted us, however, to instal our-
selves in a kind of rogm, situated within the city, where
we admonished, from;morning‘f to night, the curious who
came to examine us.; We were never at rest. During
the night, forty to fifty talapoins met outside of our
asylum, beating the drujn, and uttering vociferations
which did not allow us: an instant of repose; some-
times they even threw sthes against our dwelling, but
without, nevertheless, p\i’sb.ing the insult further.

! ‘
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“ After-digving uselessly complained at the town-hall,
I took the resolution of going alone to the King. I
entered his palace without being announced, and spoke
to him with such boldness that he was afraid, and
immediately prohibited these talapoins from molesting
us in future. They obeyed him; but as ‘these people
werc anything ‘but disposed to receive the Word of
God, we shook the dust from our feet, and directed
our course towards the south-east. _

“ After four days’ journey, always in the midst of
mountains, having nothing but rice and cggs to eat,
we arrived at another kingdom, called Lakhon: we
rested there twelve days, only reaping, as the fruit
.of our exhortations, contempt, railleries, and insults.
These things would have been carried even further,
if we had not had letters from Bangkok. As they
believed that these recommendations had the seal of
a Royal prince, their malevolence did not dare to
come to blows. Secing, then, this people rebellious
against grace, we resolved again to continue our
journey, always towards the south-east, and always
across mountains without end.

“ Until now, I had travelled on the back of an ele-
phant; and although the motion of this animal is
extremely rough and incommodious, I had found my-
sclf until then very much at ease; but at this last
station, not being able to procure more than the ele-
phants required for the transport of our effects, it was
necessary for us to have recourse to travelling on foot:
This was in the month of April: the heaven was of
fire; the heat had withered the leaves of the treds, and
caused them to fall; the springs were nearly all dried

VOL. *II. C
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up; and the pathways which we followed#tonsisted of
very sharp rocks, or of a burning sand.>¥On the first
day, my feet suffered so much that, on arriving at the
place where we-were going to sleep, the skin was all
blistered. The following day, not being able to put
on my shoes, I found myself in the evening with the
soles of my feet quite burnt: when we arrived at the
third station, I could scarcely advance a step. In order
to avoid the extreme heat of the day, I took with me
one of my servants, and we pushed on in advance in
the morning, calculating to halt at mid-day and wait
for the elephants, Unfortunately, the guide overslept
himself. ‘ ' 3 ,
‘% Not finding anything arrive, we began to fear that
the tired caravan had halted before reaching the place
of rendezvous. What was to be done? The day was
declining, and we were dymg of hunger; to retrace
our steps without knowing if it would be possible to
go far, was impossible—we were without strength;
to pass the might without fire in the midst of tigers, that
would be scarcely practicable. What was to be done,
then? As we had béen told that there was before us,
at a short distan'cé,’ a small village, we rallied our
strength, and decided on going to demand hospitality
in this hamlet, whe{e we would wait for our elephants,
which' could not fail te.pass it on the following day.
“The night advimeed very. fast; and we .could not
discover. any hab1{jbt1m " My servant could go no
further, still hob%leﬁ oh; but I beg*a.n to think that
wé would -be. obligéd ito' go to rest fastmg, when, at
last, w-for ound ‘nedr'to %s a little cabin.. We went and
it i asylum. ‘The people: ~whoni it sheltered,
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not having reaped any rice this year, had. nothing to
ccat but buds-of_ trees, with a kind of wild potato which
grows naturally in the forests. These potatoes would
be deadly poisonous if they were eaten without caution :
before being used, they are cut into pieces, steeped in
water for some hours, exposed to the sun until they
are well dried, after which they are cooked; but they
are only eaten when they have no other food.

“ These poor people told us that they had nothing
clse to-give us, but that if we would go to the chief of
the village, whose house was not far off, we would there
get a little rice. We followed their advice, and after
we had drunk a cup of water we set out. On our
arrival at the chief’s, I told him who I was, and how
I came to knock at his gate; further, that I prayed
him to give some food to two men who were dying of
hunger, promising to recompense him on the following
day when our elephants should pass. He gave us a
little cold rice; mixed with the wild potatoes which I
have abeve mentioned. This rice was pressed into a
kind of rush baskets, of which the opening was just
large enough to admit the hand. My domestic and I
seated ourselves on each side, and By turns we plunged
our hands into this strange ragout. It was so unpa-
latable, that it was necessary to drink at each mouthful
in ‘order. to make it go down. :

“ Qn the following, g day, our elephants did not arrive.
They told us that, 'ylndoubted,ly,._they had taken another
road which passed: at:.three leagues from the village
where we were; we sent to search for them, and only
on the second day we learnt. that they had beén seen
on the route of Munang Tag, and that before long they

C 2
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would reach that town. At this news, my hosts made
me a ragout with the skin of an elephant’s paunch, and
I departed. My sores were not all healed, but.it was
necessary to advance, bon gré, mal gré; for my confrére,
from whom I had been separated for three days, was
in greater pain than myself. Irejoined him at Muang
Tae the same evening. This time my feet were so
bruised, thatsI was laid up for a Week without being
able to walk.

“We approached the rainy season: it was time to
think of returning. We then quitted Muang Tae,
and after having again slept four nights in the moun-
tains we reached a Siamese town called Tait, upon a
different river from that by which we had ascended.
There we bought a vessel, and in twelve days we
arrived at Bangkok. This journey has so blanched my
hair, that every one puts me down at sixty at least ;
they call me the old father. 1 am, however, always in
excellent health, and I reckon myself strong enough
to go again. God will, perhaps, some day bless our
labours.” * )

In a letter from Father Bruguiére, dated Bangkok,
April 1, 1829,} he says,—

“The King of Laos, tributary of Siam, who revolted
and sought assustaqce from the King of Cochin China,
has been taken an& brought to Bangkok: he has béen
confined, as well ag the whole of his family and many
of his mandarins, in an iron cage. They have been
exposed in the midst of a public square to the insults

"% Chinese ository, xvi. 340 et seq.
+ Annales de la i’fppagatzm de la Foi, xx. p. 317
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of the populace. They are all condemnied to death.
Tt is said the King was disposed to pardon them,
but he was opposed by his first minister, remem-
bering what he had suffered in this miserable war.
They have been for two months in the same place,
except the King of Laos, who died in prison.” His
death did not save him from the ignominy of exe-
cution; for he had hardly breathed his last, when he
was decapitated. He being dead, it is possible his
family may obtain mercy.”

The people of Laos present their gifts almost fur-
tively. % Their mode of showing attentions had a
peculiar delicacy. When they render their homage to
a person they desire to honour, they avail themselves
of the excitement of conversation to place near the
person of the recipient the articles they desire him
to accept: they salute, and retire in silence. It is
their maxim that presents ought not ostentatwusly
to be made.”* ’

In the Laos country, oval ingots of base metal cir-
culate as currency.

The earthenware jars made by the people of Xieng
Mai (Zimmy) are much esteemed as water-coolers.
They are very porous, and of various colours—white,
red, and black. Some of them are mounted in silver.
The Prince Krom Hluang Wongsa presented spe-
cimens of this pottery to such officers of ous Mission
as were desirous of receiving them. “

Over the mountainous districts to the north of the
Laos country, Jofio de Barrost says, the Kings of

% Annales de la Foi, xxvi. p. 160, t Decaddé, vol. v. p- 158,
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Siam held a very-imperfect authority. -The natives
fought on horseback, were fierce and brave, and had
never been subdued. But Laos, which was divided
into three kingdoms, notwithstanding many rebellions,
recognised the sovereignty of and paid tribute to the
Siamese. De Barros reports that the ruder moun-
tain tribes, whom he calls ¢ Gueos,” eat human flesh,
and that they are the races described by Marco Polo
as belonging to the kingdom of Cangigu. They paint
and tatoo their bodies, and frequently descend from
their mountainous abodes to invade and devastate the
lower countries.

Dependent upon Laos, or Xieng Mai, is a small
territory called Laphun, whose capital, Laphun Xai,
contains about twelve thousand inhabitants.

Cambodia.

Cambodia, or Camboya, was anciently called Kam-
phucha : its modern name is Khmer. It was formerly
an independent kingdom, extending from 8%.to 20
degrees of North ‘latitude; and its authority was
recognised by many of the Laos districts, and by
Siam itsclf. But for three centuries its influence has
been on the decling. Large portions of the ancient
- territory have. beenjappropriated by Cochin China on
the one side, and Siam on the other; and Cambodia
Proper is now rcduced to two - internal (Photisat
and Kampong Sudi),<and two maritime provinces
(Kampong Som and Kampot) Pallegmx reports,
that in. 1844, while a Chmbodian prince, of the name
of Ongduang, was a prisoner at Bangkok, his brother
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the King, .who-had taken refuge in Cochin China,
was put to. death; whereupon Ongdusng obtained
his liberty and the recognition of his sovereignty
from the King of Siam. ,He was. conducted with
royal honours -by. a . Sl_ames,e army to his capital,
where he was received as the legitimate sovereign,
and reigns at the present - pime{ But he is held to
be dependent. upon and tributary to the Siamese
monarch.

Cambodia has the sea on the south, Slam on the
north and west, and the river Mei Kong as its boun-
dary to the east. The west side is mountainous and
wooded, sloping down towards the plains in the east.
Rice, ivory, silk, cardamoms, eagle-wood, and gamboge
(which takes its name from the country that produces
it), are the leading articles of produce. The number
of inhabitants is about half a million, of whom seven-
tenths are Cambodians, and the rest Slamese, Chinese,
and Cochin Chinese.

Kampot is the principal—indeed, the.only port of
Cambodia. Pallegoix affirms that there are scldom
less than sixty junks in the harbour. The ancient
capital was destroyed by the Cochin.Chinese; the
present abode of the King is at Udong, the inhabitants
~of which do not exceed twelve thousand persons. - The
King’s palace is in the centre of a fortification, which
is in the middle of the town. There are a few houses
built of planks, but they are generﬁlly constructed of
bamboos. .

At the northern extremlty of Cambodia i is. Lake
Thalesap; it is sixty milés in circumference, “and
abounding in fish, among which there is.-one called
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‘savai, highly appreciated as a delicacy, which is salted
with the ashes of the palm-tree. The art of preserving
fish seems to be better understood in Siam and its
dependencies than in any other part of the world. I
have never tasted salted fish corhparable in excellence
to those which were provided for us in Siam. There
is a large demand for exportation, and it is said that
more than seventy cargoes are despatched to the
islands of the Eastern Archipelago.

Not far from Lake Thalesap are the ruins of a vast
palace, whose columns, pyramids, and pagodas remain,
sculptured in marble, of such claborate workmanship,
that the Cambodians boast they were produced by the
fingers of angels, and not of men. Pallegoix refers
the erection of the edifice to the reign of Phra Pathum
Surivong, when the sacred books of the Buddhists
were brought from Ceylon, and Buddhism becumne the
religion of the Cambodian people.

The Cambodians are less advanced in civilization
than the Siamese, whom they much resemble. The
women manufacture the silk garments which are worn,
whose colours are appreciated for their stability, and
the patterns are not without grace and beauty.

The Khmer language is peculiar. It has taken all
its religious terms from the Pali ; in other respects it
has no resemblance fo the nelrrhbourmg dialects. It
is crowded with cgnsonants, and the letter ¢ fre-
quently decurs, though its force is modified, as in the
English. They havg an alphabet of their own, which,
the Jesuits inform me, is somewhat complicated and

obghire. L
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The ancient coinage of Cambodm. has been replaced
by thesmoneys of Siam. ' @

Catholic Christianity made “¥ome progress in Cam-
bodia two centuries ago, having been introduced by
a regiment of Portuguese soIdxers ‘who were in the
service of the King.  About five hundred Christians
remain. The Pope has established a vicar apostolic
(Bishop Miche), whose acquaintance I had the plea-
sure of making in Bangkok, whither he had come for
the recovery of his health, and from him I learnt
many interesting particulars as to the produce and
prospects of the countr_;; which is the ficld of his mis-
sionary labours. e seemed ecarnestly devoted to his
work,—careless of privations, dangers, and sufferings.
He had lately traversed the perilous jungle, where day
after day, and night after night, he found scarcely the
trace of man,—no succour, no shelter,—the elephants
which convoyed him making their way through the
scarcely ever traversed forests. But though oppressed
with lassitude~and sickness, I heard no complaint:
his path of duty secmed clear before him, and in that
he resolutely walked. It is impossible to look,on the
dedication of these missionary-wanderers to the task
allotted to them by their master, without wonder and
admiration. No amount of labour or of privation—
no menace of peril, persecution, or even death, diverts
them from their onward but often darksome way. -

In order to give an accurate idea of the Cdurt &nd
King of Cambodia, I can scarcely do better - than:
extract some particulars from the narrative of a
Madras officer who visited the capital in 1834,
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who has published at Singapore an amusing and
instructive account of his journey.* . .

“ At about eight o’alock a.m, (May, 1854), we sent
Baba Kee (the interpreter) in to-the King, to inform
him of our arrival, and- to request that better accom-
modation might be given us. In an hour after, Baba
Kee returned, having had an-audience of his Majesty,
who had invited us to occupy rooms in a suite of
apartments immediately contiguous to his palace;
and we gladly took advantage of the King's offer,
and removed to the place assigned to us. This was
part of a long oblong building, constructed very like
our. house at Campoot, only not near so comfort-
able and substantial, being divided (native fashion)
into a great many very small rooms, having no com-
munication with each other, except by the doors
openifg into the verandah, common to all, and just
reversing our ideas of comfort, as the godowns below,
used for storing goods, &c., were very lofty, and the:
rooms immediately above, which the people live in,
are -low, and, of course, exceedingly hot. A long,
narrow verandah, with ladders at the ends, extended
all along the front. of the apartments upstairs. We
had foar rooms given us in this building, and a go-
down downstairs 95 -a kitghen; the remaining eight
apartments being occupied by a lot of women, who,
we were told, wer€ the mothers-in-law of the crown
prince,*and their gttendants. These fair ladies took
good care to isolate ﬂlemselves from us, as, when we

#* Three Montﬁc in Udmbadza By a Mudras Officer. Mission Press,
Singapore; oo §
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took possession of our side, we found workmen putting
up a temporary partition in the verandah, thus scpa-
rating their rooms entirely fromours.

“ At about ten .M. we received a message from the
King to come over and see him. We, however, excused
ourselves for the present, as the boxes containing our
wearing apparel had not yet arrived:from the last
stage; but we promised -his Majesty that directly our
things came up, we would lose no time in paying our
respects to him. - At noon we received our boxes, and
then prepared to dress for the audience. C.and V.
put on plain civilian clothes, black coat, &c.; and
I donned my full-dress regimentals, which I had
brought from Singapore purposely for the occasion,
having heard from my brother that the King par-
ticularly wished to see a DBritish officer’s uniform.
Having sent Baba Kee on a little beforehand to
inform his Majesty of our.being in readiness for an
interview, we were ushered into his hall of audience,
and sat down on chairs at the lower end of the toom
awaiting the King, who, they told us, was inside his
zenana, Or women’s apartments.

“ The durbar, or hall of audience, appeared to be a
spacious and lofty apartment about forty feet square,
entirely open at one end, looking into a paved
passage separating it from another small room, like-
wise open at the side faging the passage. ~This small
room was used as an office for the King’s * sfmechs,’
or clerks, of whom we saw some six. or seven busily
engaged in writing letters and casting up accounts.
Two sides of the hall commnmcat;ed with suitefiof
apartments at the back and ‘right of it, those at the
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back of the durbar leading into a large paved court-
yard half roofed over. This was the place where the
King retired of an evening to enjoy the dolce far
niente, and to amuse himself by secing his women
dance, and hearing other performances on various
musical instruments. The rooms on the right are
appropriated for the use of his women, of whom he
has about three hundred, besides four married wives.
At the furthest end of these rooms is the King’s
private sleeping apartment. ‘ ‘

“ Various articles of European, Japan, and Chinese
manufacture were ranged round the sides of the
durbar: daubs of pictures in gilt frames, by Chinese
artists, were placed side by side with line engravings;
and large mirrors, and antique glass tumblers and
decanters of various uncouth shapes, together with
large glass jars with ground stoppers, such as pre-
served fruits are generally sent from Europe in,
were considered worthy of a place close to some
magnificent specimens of Japan ware, similar to those
exposed for sale in the Europcan shops at Singa-
pore. A common Chinese bamboo couch was placed
near a beautiful marble table, with massive carved
pedestal and feet: this, we were told, was a pre-
sent to the King from Mr, A. Ships’ signal-lanterns
hung from the ceiling in juxtaposition with hand-
some large globe lamps, and huge Chinese lanterns
with glass chandeliers. A more motley - collection
of things valuable,’and articles not worth the picking
up, was, perhaps, név'er brought - together.  The
Kéﬁlg'evidently thoiilgl& everything equally precious;
for a common glass p'ilia.l and sand’ hour-glass were
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taken as much care of as a fine Japan cabinet or a
Dresden porcelsin .vase. On the marble table was
laid a very handsome désk of Chinese japanned work,
g part of which was only appropriated to its legiti-
mate purpose of holding papers, &c.: the various
partitions for wafers, wax, ink, sand, &c., were
deemed by the King as admirable places for tobacco,
betel, cardamoms, &c., and stuffed full -accordingly
of these delicious and necessary condiments. Five
or six watches were hung up on the wall close to the
King’s seat at the marble table: the whole lot
would, perhaps, have realized at a fashionable pawn-
broker’s five or six dollars. These extraordinary
horological specimens must have dated their exist-
ence from the good old times of our great-grand-
fathers, being very heavy, and almost as large and
thick as warming-pans, with works inside of corre-
sponding dimensions.

“ After making us wait upwards of a quarter of
an hour, his Majesty walked, or rather waddled in,
attended by a host of young women, and seated him-
self in the arm-chair, near the marble table, imme-
diately oppositc to us. A couple of ladies stationed
themselves at each side of the King, and commenced
fanning him with great vigour; an operation he
seemed to stand much in need of in hot weather, for
he is enormously fat, and his whole body appeared to
glisten with an olly persplratlon. Hls appearance is
not at all king-like. or impoging, being, dull-looking,
with a heavy,.stolid -air about him, and his face and
breast much pitted with sma,ll,pox, ‘His age.is, a.pm
rently ﬁfty, but he. himgelf: told pshe was ‘wpwards
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of sixty. He wears very little clothes, only a sarong
round the lower part of his body, leaving the upper
part down to the waist quite’naked; in fact, were it
not for a gold band with a diamond and .ruby clasg,
fastening the sarong round his middle, he could not
be distinguished from a common cooly. His head,
according to the Cambodian fashion, was closely
shaved, with the exception of a small tuft of very
short, bristly hair at the top of the skull.

“ All his women, except the two who were fanning
him, remained in & body, crouching on the ground, at
the further end of the room: they all appeared to
be very young, and were doubtless the best-looking
girls we had seen in the country. Many of them
had soft and regular features, and were it not for the
disgusting habit of blackening the teeth and shaving

. the head, only leaving the short tuft of hair I have
mentioned before, might really be called pretty, as
all had most eclegant figures, with those gracefully-
curved, flowing outlines, and plump development,
sculptors love so well to delineate, as forming the
chief grace of feminine beauty. These odalisques
were very thinly clad, wearing salendangs, and a long
silk scarf thrown loosely over one shoulder and
across the body: kthls; piece of dress seemed to be
used more as an otnainent‘ than as a necessary cover-
ing, for it was often allowed to:slip off the shoulder,
and had to be ever; now and then re-adjusted. We
were told the greater proportion of . the King's
women were the ‘dauyghters. of his ministers, and
ather men of hoh ‘ranir who all vie with one another
for the honour of ﬁwmshmg a fresh inmate for the
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royal harem. They not only consider it an honour
to the family, but a possible source of future aggran-
dizement to the father and brothers of the girl, should

e captivate, the affections of the King; for petticoat
influence is as powerful in Cumbodia as elsewhere in
more civilized places. [8 03§

“It was amusing to see the constrained and
uncomfortable crouching posture all the ministers,
and others allowed the entrée to the durbar, threw
themselves into directly the King appeared in sight:
even our interpreter, Baba Kee, was obliged to imitate
their example of going down on - their knees, sup-
porting the weight of the upper part of the body
on the elbows, with the palms joined and raised
above the head, which they dared not to lift up,
but kept constantly looking on the ground. If
any one had to approach the Royal person, to give
him anything or to obey a call, however far the dis-
tance, Cambodian etiquette prescribed a crawling
progressive motion on knees and elbows.

“ Qur interview began by that indispensable custom
in Oriental countries, of presenting nuggers or offer-
ings to the King. Our present consisted of about two
yards of very gaudily-printed oil-cloth, two skins, of
black patent leather and a couple of ditto of yellow
morocco, a one-hour and a half-hour glass, a couple
of large toilet-bottles of essence, with a dozen. pairs
of white cotton socks. His Cambodian Majesty
appeared to be much pleased with the things, and
after minutely examining each article, gave them in
charge to one of his women. He then agked our
names, and, who and what we—that is, Mr G. V. and



32 . DEEENDENCIES UPON SIAM,

‘myself—were, and our object in comin g to his country.
‘He appeared to be much gratified when he was told
that T had come purpoSely to see him, having heard
he wished much to’see a British officer. , He admire
“fy uniform vastly, and actually condcscended to get
off liis chair and walk up to where I was seated, for
the purpose of more mmutely inspecting each sepa-
rate article of accoutrement. He was particularly
pleased with the epaulettes, which he thought were
all of gold, and of course of great value, The tex-
ture of the red cloth in the coatee next excited his
admiration, and I do believe, if I had weighed 18
stone instead of 8 stone 6 lbs., so that my habili-
ments would have fitted the portly figiire of royalty,
the King would not have been satisficd without pur-
chasing, or trying to get as a present, my whole
military outfit.

“We told him we had brought with us various
philosophical instruments, sich as galvanic Dbatte-
ries, electro-magnetic machines, a still for spirits
of wine, oil and spmt lamnps, spirit blow-pipe, and a
complete set of gilding and silyering apparatus on a
large scale, with chemicals, &c. These instruments
we offered to show him, as well as to plate and gild
something in his p‘rescnce He inquired particularly
about the use of ‘the clectlo-magnetlc machine and
galvanic battery, yvhlch he said he had heayd of in
Siam, and was mpst-curious to try the shock. He
named the next day for our exhlbltmn, and then
began talkmg abqut )is commg-machme? which he
had lately received from Europe through Messrs. A.
& Co. at Smcrapore. "This, he ‘said, hgdad put up,
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with the assistance of a Siamese from Bangkok, and
that he had begun coining silver money, but that
there was something the matter with the machine;
# would not work so quick, or stamp as ‘many blanks
in a day as he had beertinformed the maker had said
it could do: added to which, he though® the machine
was not complete, as the blanks had to be made by
hand, which was very tedious work. IHe, therefore,
requested us to examine the machinery, and if we
knew what was wanting, to inform him, that he
might commission .it from Furope.. We readily
assented to his requést; and, getting off his chair,
his Majesty waddled before us to show the way to
the strong room in which he kept this valuable
specimen of European engineering skill. On ex-
amination, we found the machinery itself in good
order and properly fitted up, but several auxiliary
apparatus wanting to complete a regular coining-
press, such as a rolling and flatting mill, and a
punching-machine to cut out the blanks: a hopper or
feeder to be supplied with blanks was also not forth-
coming. The King complained of these deficiencies,
and said he had paid a great deal of money, thinking
he was to have a perfect engine for coining purposes.

He complained also of no diagram or plan being sent
out by the maker to dssist h1s people in pu.ttmfr the
press up, and said, had it not been for the Siamese.
from Bangkok, who understood a little of engincer-
ing, it would have been 1mposmb1e for him or for
any of his people to have done anythmg with | it.
As it was, the ng said the press lay in pieces for
nearly a yea¥¥# one, not even the French priest;

VOL. II. D
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being able to assist him, or give him the least hint
as to putting it up. The coining-machine was of
beautiful workmanship, J. Irigra;m & Co., of Bir-
mingham, being the makers. It was intended to be
worked by bullocks; bat when it was finally put up,
the King praferred working it by mandal power,
which could be more readlly regulated than animal
power. Unfortunately, one of the dies was cracked,
and, of course, useless. The King took a note of the
deficient machinery, and said he would write to
Messrs. A. & Co. to have them ordered from the same
maker, together with a complete fresh set of dies.

- % We had already been talking to the King for
three hours, and, I think, had we not intimated our
wish to retire, he would have kept us another three
hours; but it was no joke in such hot weather to sit
buttoned up to the throat in ball-room dress, as we
were. As soon as ‘we were gone to our apartmefits,
the King sent us presents, in return, I suppose, for
ours. The Royal gifts excited our mirth a good deal :
they consisted of half a pig, a picul of white rice,
and thirty choo-choos. - This last is the currency of
the country—and a very inconvenient one it is. The
only coin cutrent in Cambodia besides the silver
bar, worth fifteen Spanish dollars, and the Siamese
‘kop,” worth about half a dollar, is the petis: this is
made of an alloy of zinc and tin, very thin, and so
brittle as to be eéasily broken between the fingers.
It has Chinese cHaracters on one side, and a square
hole in the middle, fot the purpose of a number being
strung on a cord like the Chinese' cash: the  coin

#oelf is Cochin’ Chmése, but is curresffover a great
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extent of country, including Cochin China, Tonquin,
Laos, Champa, and Cambodia. Six hundred petis go
to a choo-choo, seven of which are equivalent to a
dollar; the choo-choo is again divided into ten teans,
of sixty petis each: so,that the comparative values of
the Straits and Cambodian ‘currency are as follows :—

Petis. { Tean. | Choo-choo. | Spanish Doi]ar and Cents.

6o 1 = 1§ cents.
6oo 10 1 = 14% do.
4200 70 “n = one Spanish dollar.

“ Ten choo-choos are generally tied together in a
bundle for convenience of carriage, &c.; the weight
of the bundles is enormous, four of them weighing a
picul. We reccived from the King three bundles—
their equivalent value in Straits money being equal to
the magnificent sum of four dollars and twenty-eight
cents, or thercabouts: it certainly looked a great deal,
and was just about as much as a man could carry.

“ The next morning ecarly, we began to unpack and
arrange our philosophical apparatus, so as to be in
readiness for his Majesty, thinking he would come
about mid-day: his curiosity, however, to see the
things was so great, he could not restrain himself,
and before we had finished unpacking the King was
announced. He came attended, as usual, by a number
of women, so that the little room in which we were
was quite blocked up. His Majesty seated himself
on the table on which all the apparatus was arranged,
and began to examine everything, asking numberléss
questions Arg&ﬁiﬁdir’lg the construction, use, and g

D2 -
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price, &c., of each article. He evinced much delight
at the electro-magnétic machine in connexion with
Smee’s batteries, and made all his women try the
shock, he himsclf holding them by the. ears to pre-
vent them from running away. We told him this
machine was often used by our doctors to cure rheu-
matism, &c.,and, if properly used, was a very valuable
curative agent. The King then said he had stiff
ankle-joints, and pain in his feet and legs, with a
swelling on the right heel near the ¢ tendon Achilles '
this had annoyed him for some time, and baffled the
skill of all the Royal physicians. He said, if we could
cure him, he would give us two hundred dollars. We
refused the reward, saying we were not-medicos, and
therefore it would be presumption in us to undertake
a cure; but, at the same time, advised him to try,
regularly every day for a fortnight, galvanism and
Holloway’s ointment, a pot of which we had brought
- with us. The King said he would give it a trial, and
would come again in the evening for us to administer
it: he then went away, and, according to his promise,
favoured us with another visit at six r.mM.; this time
bringing fewer women, but ten or twelve of his
ministers, who were all anxious to see our wonderful
machine, reports of which had by this time spread all
over Oodong. H1$ Majesty first allowed his ministers
a trial, winking ta me to give each a powerfal shock.
One stout old ge‘htleman could not let go the con-
ductors, but kept gnppmg them tight, looking the very
picture of terror and wrlthmg like an eel, perspiration
rolling off hlS brew : blg drops, making powerful
efforts to prevent lﬁ;mself from bellowmg out in
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presence of the King, who seemed to enjoy the scenc
vastly, laughing till-his fat sides shook again. After
all had experienced the shock, his Majesty asked us
to begin operating on him, which we did fora quarter
of an hour, and then tubbed in Holloway’s ointment.

“ This evening we showed the King the effects of
the spirit-lamp and blow-pipe, and promised the next
day, if he would let us have a larger room to do it
in, to distil some spirits of wine from shamshoo, as
well as to put the gilding and silvering apparatus
into action. He said we should have accommodation
in the large court-yard, which I have mentioned before
as being the place where the King retired of an even-
ing to see his women dance, &c., and ordered his
people to have all the things taken over at once: he
then went away, and next day, early, sent to tell us
all was in readiness, and to request we would come
over as soon as possible.

“The greater part of the forenoon we were busily
engaged in preparing the necessary gilding and
silvering solutions, of which an immense quantity
was required ; for the King insisted upon our making
the first trial, in his presence, on three very large,
beautifully-chased silver salvers, which he wished
to have gilt. This we did to his satisfaction, and
much to his delight: he immediately sent for a
favourite ‘goldsmith of his, to learn the way, and
write down the names and uses of each article. All
the time the work was in progress, the King and
his women were watching our proceedmgs Wlth the
greatest curiosity and attention.

“At aboht ten v, his Majesty went to pray |
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in an elevated place at the further end of the
court-yard: this pious task he was:engaged in for
nearly an hour, his back being turned to us, and his
whole mind absorbed in prayer. The mischievous
young ladies present, who composed his personal
attendants, took thé opportunity, and surrounded
us on all sides, beseeching and coaxing me to gild
a number of little articles of finery they had about
them, such as silver and copper rings, ear-rings,
betel and tobacco boxes, &c. 1 did a few for them,
but found it a very troublesome and never-ending
work, for as fast as one batch was done another was
produced, and so on: we were, therefore, ungallant
enough to turn a deaf ear to all their entreaties, and
placed a number of the proffered articles on a table
close by, with a few that had been already dore.
The young ladies were so intent upon coaxing and
begging, that they neglected to take the things away,
or to watch for the return of the King, who came
upon them quite suddenly, making them fly in all
directions like a herd of frightened antelopes. At
first the King took no notice; but when he saw the
ladies’ jewellery on the table, he got very angry,
thinking all the gold he had given for the purpose of
gilding his silver rays had been abstracted from. the
solution for the sole uise and benefit of his care spose.
He seized on one unfortunate damsel (who, it seemed,
had been ordued previously by him to keep the
others in check, and irevent them from troubling us,
and who had therefore neglected her duty), and ad-
ministered with h1§ ovén Royal hands, in our presence,
a wholesome castxgatlon with a rattan.
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“ At about four .M. dinner was announced, and his
Majesty invited.us to partake of it. We, of course,
could not refuse such an honour, and found a table
laid out quite in the European style, with a chair for
each person. The table had rather a dirty piece of
blachu spread on it, which served as a tablecloth; the
plates and dishes were part of a very handsome set the
King had received from_ Singapore as a present; the
knives and forks looked as old as Methuselah, but had
evidently been once a capital lot, for the handles
were of porcelain profusely gilded, &c. : the steel part
about them was, however, in woful condition, the
blades of the knives looking more like pieces of old
iron hoop than anything else, and encrusted with
rust, and had, doubtless, never been cleaned or
polished since they left the maker. The spoons were
of the common composition metal sold so cheap in
Singapore and elsewhere. . The tumblers were very
antiquated articles, and must, I should think, have
been sold by weight, for they were tremendously
heavy, and their sides nearly a quarter of an inch
thick. The edibles consisted of various sorts of stew,
very similar in taste and appearance to the Siamese
dishes we had been favoured with in the house in the
bazaar the first night of our arrival: everything was,
however, if possible, still more greasy, and abounding
in pork fat, &c.  To do us honour, I suppose, a roast
duck, trussed and cooked in European style, was also
on the table; and, what was better than all, plenty of
first-rate Bass's bottled beer was produced from the
Royal cellars. The ggcond course consisted of various
sorts of sweetmeats and fruit, with a bottle of rather
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indifferent port wine. Three or four favourite Sia-
mese attendants were serving at table on their knees;
and during dinner seven or eight ladies treated us to
a Cambodian concert on various musical instruments.

“ Before we left the Royal presence; the King made
us promise to come over early the next morning to
show him the method of silvering metals. By this
time we were all quite tired of mampulatmg, but did
not like to refuse obliging his Cambedian Majesty,
so consented to spend another day with him, never
dreaming of the trouble we should have in operating
upon a large brass vessel, standing nearly three feet
high, and upwards of twenty gallons capacity, which
was used by the King as a bathing-tub.  This enor-
mous vase, which put me in mind of Morgiana’s oil-
jar in the old story of Ali Baba or the Forty Thieyes,
to our great astonishment was produced the following
morningy as the article on which we were to try our
skill in plating. We represented the difficulty of
silvering such a Brobdignagian affair without proper
troughs for immersing it in, &c., but all to no pur-
pose, as the King seemed to have set his heart upon
having it done, and overruled all our objections, by
saying he was sure it was just as casy to work upon a
large article as a small one, ,and that, as for a trough,
he had an earthengvare vessel quite big enough to con-
tain it. Secing he;would not listen to us, butsinsisted
upon our trying, we set to work, and, after a great
deal of trouble in preparing fresh solutions, &c., suc-
ceeded in giving the brass bathing-tub a thin coating
of sﬂver by means of the electro-plating Process, with
which his Majesty was perfectly satisfied.
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“ Qur work being finished, we were again ho-
noured with anp’invite to the :Royal dinner, which
was quite the same as that of th¢ day before. The
meal being over, the King sent for his four married
wives and three of his daughters, to introduce them
to us, and to allow them to get each a shock from the
galvanic machi.ne, the effect of which, it seemed, they
wished auch to experience. - The lawful partners of
the Royal bed appeared to be all pretty well stricken
in years, but paid as much respect to the person of
the King as any of his subjects, bending the knee and
grovelling in the dust when approaching or addressing
him. The daughters were of very different ages;
onc quite a child, the second appeared about fourteen
or fifteen years old, and the eldest, we were told, was
about twengy-five. This last was very plain, and,
like her father, much marked with smallpox; the
King told us she was to be given in marriage to a
prince of Siam. The four wives were dressed all
in black, much in the Chinese fashion; but the
daughters were lightly clothed in salendangs and
scarfs of different colours, exactly similar to the
dress worn by the King’s concubines. The Princess
Royal seemed to be a great favourite of her father’s,
and much respect was paid to her by the courtiers,
being invariably addressed by the same title as the
King himself, viz., “Poco-Napursers,” or Your High-
ness. This title we did not hear given to any of the
other sons or daughters, so I conclude it is used
exclusively in Cambodia to the eldest offspring of
both sexes who are born in the purple.

“We asked the King this evening for carts and
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ponies, saying we wished to start the following day.
He accordingly ordered three ponies .and one travel-
ling cart to be ih readiness whenever we should
require them. We then took leave of his Majesty,
and proceeded to our quarters, rather fatigued with
our day’s work, but, I am afraid, nqgt as much im-
pressed as we doubtless ought to have been with the
great honour shown us, in having dined twice with
such an exalted personage as the first cousin of the
Lord of the White Elephant.”

Mandelsloe gives the following account of Cam-
bodia in the middle of the seventeenth century
(Dr. Harris, vol. i., p."782-3) :—

“The kingdom of Cambodia borders.to the north
west upon the kingdom of Siam, being.enclosed by
the sea on the other side. The capital city is seated
upon a river sixty leagues from the sea-shore, which
rises out of a lake, ag do all the other rivers of this
kingdom. That which runs by Cambodia overflows
every year, like the Nile; its first rise is in the
beginning of June, increasing by degrees to ten or
twelve feet, and in July or August it overflows
the country to that degree that it is quite unnavi-
gable; for which geason it-is that the city of Cam-
bodia is built uponia rising ground, having but one
large street. The trade of the Portuguete here
consists chiefly in‘ Malacca stuffs, which they ex-
change for benjamin, lacque, tea, rice, brass vessels,
and bars of China iron,

“The ng of Cambodla. is only a vassal of the
King of Sihm, being nat able to bring above thirty-
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five thousand men into the field. The nobility or
officers of the Court are divided into four several
ranks, viz., into ockinas, terminas, tenimuas, and
nampars ; the first of which are the only men of con-
sideration, they being admitted into the King’s
presence, and he confers with them concerning the
management of public affairs. The Portugueze are
S0 ﬁrmly settled here, that the Dutch have neverbeen
able to get any footing. Provisions of all sorts«a—
venison, beef, pork, goats, kids, hares, conies, herons,
and, in short, all manner of poultry, as likewise
oranges, citrons, mangoes, and cocoas—are sold
excessively cheap; there being such plenty here of
everything, and especially of rice, that those of
Quinam alone export yearly two thousand copangs
of rice, five of which make elght tons, at seventeen
or eighteen taels the copang.”

" There is a considerable trade with Kampot, the
principal port of Cambodia; and the trade appears
to be carried on independently of Siam. The articles
of export are rice, gamboge, pepper, dyewoods, and
some minor articles; of import, cotton goods, hard-
ware, opium, and sundries. Square-rigged vessels
are now employed between Kampot and the Straits
Settlements; and, from the fertility of the country,
there is no reason why commerce should not be
largely extended.

- Dependencies to-the Novth-west of Bangkok.

The Kareens are held to have been the aboriginal
inhabitants’ of Siam,” who abandoned- the country
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when the Thai invaded it, and built the capital of
Ayuthia. They retired to the mountainous regions,
on the east and west, which they occupy to this time.
They are of larger stature than the Siamesc, agile,
robust, and hardened- against fatigue. Accustomed
from youth to labour and privation, they willingly
pursue the toilsome forest explorations. Their phy-
smgaomy, especially that of the women, is mild and
pleasmg

The men wear a white-slceved robe, which reaches
midway down their legs; they have a belt round the
waist, and a simple cotton cloth rolled about their
heads. They allow their hair to grow, and bore
their ears, which they ornament with feathers of birds

~and silver hollow cylinders. The women wear a

sarong, or petticoat, over which is a vest, ornamented
with bits of coloured glass and adornings. They have
also necklaces, and surround their heads ‘with a
cotton cloth, whose two ends fall over their shoulders.
Their cars are clongated by the suspension, from a
large bored hole, of flowers, precious stones, gold and
silver ornaments.

Their huts are made of bambeos, and are ascended
by a rude ladder: ‘{bamboos, calabashes, baskets, and
a few coarse mats, form tht whole of their furniture.

" These habitations are only built for temporary use:

the pcople migrate.  year after year from one spot to
another, burning md clearing away a space for the
cultivation of  the rice they consume. They have no
books or written laws, their legxslatmn being tradi-
tional. Their chiefs. are clected, not hereditary, and
exercise a paternal and protective influence.
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The Kareens are believed to have a common
ancestry with the Laos, whom they much resemble.
They recognise a good and an evil spirit. .The good
genius being well disposed, they do not deem it neces-
sary to conciliate him; hence all their sacrifices are
offered to the maleficent genius. They have no priests
or pagodas, no assemblages for worship or religious
displays. They address their supplications to the
evil spirit when they have any favour to ask, or eV11-
to avert. This absence of religious forms and preju-
dices in favour of any particular system has made
the Kareens willing converts to Christianity, and the
Protestant missionaries have had conmduable suc-
cess among them.

They possess many excellent moral qualities;
they are sober, trustworthy, and truthful. Poly-
gamy is unknown among them. Hospitality is so
universal, that it is claimed without hesitation, and
granted without stint. A visitor is always welcome
to food and shelter, and they distribute willingly
among one another whatever they possess in super-
fluity.

They are wholly uneducated. Fishing, hunting,
and the simple cultivation of rice and vegetables, are
their sole employments. A candidate for the hand
of a virgin must escalade her cabin, and is expected’
to overthrow a strong man placed for her defence.

They burn their dead, but rescue from the ashes
a portion of the skull, which they suspend from a
tree, with the clothes, ornaments, and arms of the
deceased. -, They dance, singing lugubnous songs,’
around these- relics, which the clders afterwards con-
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vey to and bury at the foot of some distant moun-
tains, charging the spirit of the departed mnot to
return to molest his family, as all his earthly posses-
sions have been interred with him.

The account given by Mr. Judson of the Karcens*
is,in some respects, less favourable than that of Bishop
Pallegoix. Their early history seems quite a matter
of conjecture, but they are supposed to emanate from
the aboriginal inhabitants of the regions in which
théy dwell. Mr. Judson calls them meek, peaceful,
simple, and credulous, with many of the softer virtues
and few flagrant vices. They are drunken, filthy,
and indolent; but their morals, in other respects, arc
superior to those of many more civilized races. In
their traditions, truths and absurdities are mingled.
They have tolerably definite ideas of a Great Being
who governs the universe (?), and many of their
traditionary precepts bear a striking resemblance to
those of the Gospel. Not being Buddhists, they have
been persecuted by Buddhists; and this had, undoubt-
edly, disposed them more willingly to receive Chris-
tian instruction.

One of the earliest Protestant missionaries to
Birmah was struck with groups of strange, wild-
looking men, clad in unshapely garments, who now
and then passed his abode. He heard they were a
numerous race who kept aloof from other men, and
were as untameable as the mountain birds. He
redeemed one of them from:slavery, and converted
him. Through him, his fellows were reached. They

[B e
* Wayland’s Memoirs of Rev, Dr. Judson, vol. i., p. §%6-4; Boston,
1853. R



LAVA TRIBES. 47

had no strong prejudices, professed no religion; their
traditions led them to expect instruction from the
West white-faced teachers, who were to give them
knowledge of God. The missionaries brought civili-
zation with Christianity—at all events, its rudiments;
reading and writing were iritroduced, and the Ka-
reens found, to their amazement, that the meaning of
a spoken’ word could be'conveyed by a written sign.*

The Lava tribes inhabit the mountains to -the
north-west, and have much affinity to the Kareens.
They cultivate the cotton plant, and manufacture of
it a coarse tissue much used in Siam for shirts and
musquito curtains. Women weave these stuffs. The
holes in their cars are large enough to hold a hen’s
cgg. The Lava seldom quit their country, but are
visited by Chinese and Siamese who barter for the
produce of their forests, and the trade is considerable.

* The prineipal Protestant missionary labourers among the Kareens are
the American Baptists. The results of their labours in 1852-3 are thus
given':—
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Dependencies between Straits of Malacca and Gulf of
Siam to the South and South-west of Bangkok.

Of the districts between the Malacca Straits and
the Gulf of Siam, Iringanwu is said to be fertile and
well wooded. The population consists of about fifty
thousand souls, independently of from ten to twelve
thousand Chinese scttlers. Gold and tin are found
m“t,he sands_of the rivers.

The country is governed by a rajah, who inhabits
a clty bearing the name of the district. Tringanu has-
fiftcen hundred houses; those occupied by the Chi-
nese being built of bricks—those of the Malays of
bamboo, covered with palm-leaves. Tin money is
current, and the bazaar is well supplied with articles
for the common wants of life, .

In the province of Tringanu, the. Malays collect

gold and tin grains from the sands of the river, and -

trade in these metals. They carry on in Kalantan a
trade with Singapore in metals and pepper.

Kalantan is separated from Tringanu by the Batut
river, and by the Lanara from Patani. 1t has about
sixty-five thousand inhabitants, among whom are a
great many Chinese, mostly cngaged in bartering
Chinese articles against the productions of the country.
The country is divided into fifty parishes, each having
a local government, but the whole subject to th(,
authority of the King of Siam.

Patani, or Thani, is another of the dependenmes on
Siam. Ithasa populatlo‘n of about one hundred thou-
sand, of whom more than half are of the Sruﬁese race.
Three of its provinces border the sea, and two are

4%
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inland. Patani was well known to and is often spoken
of by ancient navigators, and was for some time the
principal dep6t of foreign trade with Siam, Cambodia,
and China. The province was formerly altogether
in the hands of the Malays, and revolted against the
Siamese, who conquered the inhabitants, and carried
away the majority of them into slavery. Rice, salt,
gold, and tin are the principal productions of Patani.

Quedah occupies more than two degrees of lati-
tude, five to seven north, and has the Straits of
Malacca for its boundary on the west. Its Siamese
name is Muang Sai, or the Sai Kingdom. A high
range of mountains divides it from Songkhla and
Patani. It is covered with vast forests, which have
never been penetrated by man, and which are
crowded with wild animals, and particularly tigers.
The population, which does not exceed from sixty to
seventy thousand souls, is principally composed of
Malays. Since the cession to the British of Penang,
which is close to the coasts of Quedah, a considerable
trade has grown up with the Straits Settlements.*
Quedah has many rivers, of -which several are navi-
gable. The capital (Quedah) contains about seven
thousand inhabitants. There are many populous
islands along the coasts, the largest of which is Lang
Kavi, occupied by five thousand Malays, by whom it
is tolerably cultivated.

The true name of the district of Ligor, called by

* Camoens speaks of Quedah as the prmclpaliL “district for the productxon

of pepper.
L Queda qué he 86 cabega .
que pxmenta alli tem produzido.
Lus., can. x., exxii.

VOL. II. . H E .
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the Siamese Muang Lakhon, or the Lakhon Kingdom,
i‘s',,é,cqqrding to Pallegoix, Nakhon si Thamarat. It
wag founded by the King of Ayuthia’ about four cen-
turies and a half ago, and occupies two degrees of
latltude from north to south, and about one hundred
miles of longitude from east to west. It has two
dependencles, Thalung and Songkhla, governed by
relatives of the King of Ligor. There have been
frequent but unsuccessful attempts to detach the
kmgdom from its dependence upon Siam; but, at the
present time, intimate alliances between the ngs
family and that of the most influential nobles of
Siam will serve to cement the friendly relations of
the two countries.

Ligor has one hundred and fifty thousand inha-
bitants, of wnom three-fourths are Siamese; the rest
consist of Chinese, Malays, and some of the aboriginal
races, who occupy the unexplored forests of the in-
terior, which contain trees of the most gigantic size,
on some of which the lowest branches are at the
height of one hundred feet from the ground. Wild
beasts tenant the jungle, and the lakes and rivers
are infested with crocodiles.

The capital is in the midst of a fertile plain, and
has about twelve thousand inhabitants. It boasts of
some magnificent pagodas, and is on the banks of a
deep and navigable river, on which the junks carry
on a considerable trade in the products of the
country, such as rice, pepper, ivory, gold and tin,
woods and drugs. !

The Ligorean galleys are highly adorned and
well equipped: they arecelebrated for their speed

£
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and the dexterity of the rowers; their sails are of
white cotton, which prettily contrasts with the coarse
plaited sails of the Malays. The gold and silver
smiths of Ligor have a considerable reputation for
the art of adorning silver vessels with gold-leaf.
There is some resemblance between this work and
that of the Toola manufacture in Russia, on which,
on a black ground, gold and silver decorations are
exhibited: I have understood antimony to be the
metal employed for darkening the silver.

Dependencies to the North-east and South-east of
Bangkok.

Nan has a capital, Muang Nan, said to contain sixty
thousand souls. It is situated in a fertile valley, in
about the same latitude as Xieng Mai, and is watered
by a river which has many rapids, but which in the
rainy season is employed for conveying rafts of teak-
wood for sale. One of the Laos tribes, called Ly, is
reported to be engaged in perpetual warfare with the
people of Nan.

Phre is a small tributary kingdom, fertilized by
a river which flows through a chain of mountains
bordering the districts: its fall is very precipitous,
but the plain which it irrigates is well cultivated.
The capital, Muang Phre, has about fifteen thousand
inhabitants.

The capital of Lakkon is a fine city, w1th twenty-
five thousand inhabitants. It stands in a fertile plain,
overlooked by ranges of wooded mountains, where
the tea,k-oak grows exclusively. There is a consider-
able population spread through numerous villages:-

E 2
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Korat is a small district between Siam and Cambo-
dia. Its native name is Nakhon Raxa Sema (frontier
town). The town is on the top of a plain, which
can only be.reached by traversing for several days a
perpetual ascent through a dangerous and dreary
forest, called Dong Phaja Fai (forest of the fire-
king). All sorts of tales and legends are told of the
perils to which travellers are exposed in penetrating
the gloomy solitudes, which, no doubt, are often fatal
to life. The city has seven thousand inhabitants; the
district, about sixty thousand. The copper mines are
said to be rich, and the country produces and exports
most of the articles which are common to the dis-
tricts surrounding the Gulf of Siam. In Korat,
several sugar manufactories have lately been esta-
blished. -

Still more remote, und therefore less absolutely
dependent than many of the countries, are various
small tribes situated to the east of Korat, whose
princes recognise the authority of Siam, and pay
tribute to the King; among them, Phu-Khiau (the
green mountains), and Suvannaphum (the golden
land). Their populatmn consists of mixed races of
Laos and Cambodians; but their inaccessibleness
leaves them little known to <ravellers. But the
natural productions of the country have nothing, it
is said, to distinguish l;‘hem from those of Siam dnd
Cambodia. :

On one of the branches of the Memam whlch joins
the river in the nelghbpurhood of Ayuthia, the
ancient capital, at a distance of a.month’s journey, is
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a small tributary district called Muang-Lom, situated
in a valley surrounded by mountains seldom tra-
versed. The capital has a population of about ten
thousand persons, and the petty sovereign sends
yearly to Bangkok, as tribute, copper, palm-leaves for
writing, wax, gum benjamin, ivory, varnish, gnd
other produce, of the country.

Luang Phra Bang.—Anciently, on the great Cam-
bodian river, the Mei Kong, there were three Laos king-
doms,—Muang Phuen on the north, Luang Phra Bang
in the centre, and Vieng Chan to the south. But the
victories of the Siamese have absorbed Vieng Chan and
annexed it to their own territory, while the greatest
portion of the inhabitants of Muang Phuen have been
carried into captivity. Meanwhile, the kingdom of
Luang Phra Bang has greatly extended itself towards
the north, and carries on a large trade with Siam, and
with the adjacent Cochin Chinese districts, especially
with a Chinese race called Lolos. The capital contains
about eighty thousand souls. The kingdom recog-
nises the sovereignty of Siam. Its productions re-
scmble those of the Laos countries.

To the north of Chantaburi (which means the nut-
meg country ), stretching towards the east, is a range
of mountains forming an almost circular barrier,
whose defiles are guarded by a tribe called Xong,
who carefully exclude all visitors that are objects of
distrust. The tribe recognises a chicf, whose autho-
rity is said to be absolute. Crimes are rare, but are
punished with extreme severity,

The Xong, or Chong, are reported to have had their
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origin in migrations from the Kareens, and a variety
. of fugitives from various neighbouring States, seeking
an asylum in regions so difficult to penetrate.

The dress of the men consists of a cotton cloth
simply tied round the waist; that of the women, of a
coprse petticoat with various-coloured stripes. They
are accused of poisoning the wells and fountains on
their frontiers, so as to prevent the influx of strangers.
They supply the market of Chantaburi with forest-

. woods, gutta-percha, wax, cardamorms, pitch, resins,
and eagle-wood, which they bring when the river is
flooded, and exchange principally for iron ware, salt,
kapi, and objects of primary necessity.

The collection of wax exposes them to many
dangers. The wild bees, which are of gigantic size,
usually build their cells on the top branches of a
colossal tree, at the height of 150 feet. The bees
take flight, having been driven away by large and
smoky fires, kindled at the foot of the trees; and the
next day, the Xong mount these trees by driving
into the trunk blades of hard wood, which they
mount by standing on one while they force another
with their hands into the trunk above. Before
attempting to ascend, they offer up a sacrlﬁce to the
genius of the place; and having ‘approached the combs,
they loosen them with & long and light bamboo, which
causes them to fall to the ground.

Pitch is collected by cutting a deep hole at the
foot of the tree, in the shape of an oven: a fire is
kindled, but not allowed to burn long, and the Xong
collect the pitch as it exudes from day to day. Its
quality is much valued; mixed with resin, it is em-
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ployed for ships, uud i= its liquid state for painting.
Torches are manufactured by digging « Lata in the

ground, into which pieces of rotten wood are thrown,
and pitch being poured in, a thick paste is made and
moulded by the hand. It is then enveloped in long
leaves, and being cased in bark, rattan threads tie
the whole compactly together.



CHAPTER XV.

DIPLOMATIC AND ‘COMMERCIAL RELATIONS OF
. WESTERN NATIONS WITH SIAM.

I.— Portuguese Missions.

THE Portuguese may be called the discoverers, or
re-discoverers, of Siam; but we are imperfectly
informed as to the relations which the great Lusi-
tanian adventurers had with the Siamese, though we
have abundant evidence that no other European
‘nation established so early an intercourse, obtained
so strong a hold, or has left so many. traces behind
it in Siam, as the Portuguese. Their purposes
mingled the conquest of territory with the propaga-
tion of the Catholic faith; but I do not find in the
Siamese annals any record of formal treaties, either
with the Court of Lisbon or any of the Portuguese
factories established to the east of the Cape of
Good Hope. o
The anticipations of poetry have not been realized
as regards the influence of Lusitanian prowess upbn
the futurlty of the Siamese dominions. “ Time
was,” the King of Siamsaid to me in the presence of
hundreds of prostrate nobles,—*time was when we
considered Portugal as the greatest country in the
world; but yours is the country to which we must
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now look, and it is your alliance we desire to ob-
tain.” ) .

The vicissitudes of nations are melancholy records;
and I was often oppressed with sadness when, in the
wretched and ignoble races, many of which still
bear illustrious names, I looked upon the descend-
ants of those who accompanied the Albuquerques,
the Da Gamas, the De Castros,* and the Pachecos,
and other heroes of epic song, in their days of
triumph,—days in which

From Western Lusitania passing o’er,

Through distant oceans never crossed before,

They left behind them Taprobana’s shore,

And in remotest regions kingdoms founded,

Thro’ which the glories of their names resounded.t

There is, indeed, something pathetic in the appeal
made by Camoens to the King of Portugal, in which
he seems almost to anticipate the downfall of Portu-
guese influence and authority in the East, and prays
his Sovereign never to allow the admiring Germans,

Gauls, Italians, or
English, to say
That Portuguese were made, not to command,
Nor to enforce obedience—but obey. I

* Albuquerque terribil, Castro forte,

E outros em quem poder néo teve a morte.

* Lus., can., 1., xiv.

+ Da occidental praia Lusitaua

Por mares nunca de antes navegados,

Passaram ainda alem da Taprobana,. . ..

Entre gente remota edificaram

Novo reino que tanto sublimaram. .
Lus., can. i, i.
1 Fazei, Senhor; que nunca os admirados

Alemads, Gallos, Italos, e Inglezes,

Possam dizer que sdo para mandados,

Mais que para mandar, o8 Portuguezes. ;

Lus., x., clii.
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Dr. Harris’s account of the relations of the Por-
tuguese with Siam is as follows (vol. i., p. 694~5) :—

“ The Kingdom, or, a8 some called it, the Empire
of Siam, lies next to Pegu, and is a country of vast
extent, the monarch of which was too powerful for
- the Portuguese to think of making any great cort
quest in his dominions, and therefore they chose to
live with him upon good terms, for the sake of the
vast trade carried on in his dominions, which arc
extremely well situated for commerce, having on one
side the kingdom of Laos, Camboja, and Cochin
China, and on the other the countries bordering on
the Gulf of Bengal. Besides, there annually resorted
thither a fleet of merchant-ships from China, laden
with all the rich goods of that empire. They con-
tinded to hold a fair correspondence with this
monarch and his subjects as long as their power
subsisted in the Indies; but, by degrees, the Dutch
have in a great measure excluded them from their
influence here since 1630, when they erected their
factory here, and have since wrought themselves so
effectually into the confidence of this prince, that he
has granted them an exclusive. privilege of pur-
chasing all the tea in his domjinions, which is a
branch of commerce: of prodigious importance: yet
the Portuguese are not wholly ejected, though their
trade is much fallen:from what it wag. There are
several small pnncxpal;txes in the isthmis, before
one comes to the country of Malacca, which were all
of them formerly under the power of the Portuguese,
88 appears by their retaining still a ‘mixture of that
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language with their own. The chief of these princi-
palities are those of Ligor on one side, and Quedah
on the other; buj the people are so barbarous and
perfidious, that the Europeans carry on scarce any
trade on their coasts.”

The first communications of the Portuguese with
Siam were in 1511, when Dom Alfonso d'Albu-
querque, being engaged in the siege of Malacea,
sent to Siam, in a Chinese junk, a messenger, who
was well received by the King, and brought back
presents and friendly offers of service, which the
capitulation of Malacca rendered of less importance
at that moment. Albuquerque appears to have
offered to transfer the government of the city of
Malacca to the Siamese King, as a recompence for the
assistance he asked from the monarch. The name
of the Portuguese envoy was Duarte Fernandez, a
lieutenant, who had been made prisoner by the
Moors, and who spoke the Malayan language.

But, in the following year, Antonio d’Abrea was
despatched by Albuquerque as his ambassador to
Siam, taking return presents to the King.

In 1516, Manoel Falcho was sent to Patana, where
many fbreign merchants resided, Arabians, Persians,
and others, who had fled from Malacca on its
capture; and FalcAo established a factory there,
having been Welcomed by the Siamese.

The Portuguese are said to have obtained the
privilege of teaching their religion unmiolested.
They dwelt not only in the capital, but in the
provinces of Tenasserim, Menqui, and Ligor. A
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Portuguese church was built, and much business
transacted. In 1517, Diogo Coelho was sent as
ambassador to Siam, and was well received.

The numbers of Portuguese who made their way
to Siam must have been considerable; and their
influence extended, under the protection and pa-
tronage they recgived from the Siamese. They were
more than once enrolled for the defence of the
k’i_i)gdom, especially in 1548, when it was invaded by
the King of Pegu, who laid siege to the capital
(Ayuthia). The Siamese were not only assisted by
Portuguese located in the country, but by the crew
of a ship of war then anchored in the Meinam; and
it is reported that the most vulnerable parts of the
city were those which were specially confided to the
keeping of the Portuguese, who were under the com-
mand of Diogo Perreira. The city was successfully
defended by the valour of the Portuguese, who are
said to have refuscd large bribes offered by the
Peguan invaders.

Many DPortuguese were at this period, and even
before, in the service of Siam. In the year 1540, Dom
Johio III. sent Francisco de Castro to claim Domingo
de Seixas from the Siamese, he having been meported
to be held in captivity by them. But, so far from the
report being confirmed, it was discovered that Selxas,
who had been in Siam since the year 1517, was the
commander of a large force in the interior, and in
great favour with the authorities. He was, however,
with sixteen of his followers, allowed to leave the
country, after receiving liberal recompence for the
services they had rendered.
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Of this De Seixas,* Jofo de Barros, the old chro-
nicler, says that he was supposed to have been a cap-
tive, but he was discovered to be the commander of a
large body of men employed to subdue the mountain
tribes: and he reports that the Siamese army in his
day (the beginning of the sixteenth century) con-
sisted of twenty thousand cavalry, two hundred and
fifty thousand infantry, and ten thousand war ele-
phants; and that this army was raised without de-
populating the country in any respect.f

In the Portuguese records, one De Mello is men-
tioned as having rendered signal services to the
Siamese. He was put to death by a Pegu nobleman,
called ¢ Xenim of the Tuft;” and it is said that the
nobleman, being himself convicted of treason and
condemned to death, exclaimed, on the way togthe
place of execution, while passing the dwelling which
De Mello had occupied, *“I deserve this death,
because I ordered Diogo de Mello to be Kkilled,
without reason, and on false information.” }

The Portuguese have continued to nominate a
consul at Bangkok. As they have no trade, the

* Some of the reports which Seixas made of the religious belief of the
Siamese bonzes of his time (1540) are curious. They taught that the
world was to continue in its present state for eight thousand years, of which
six thousand had passed; that it had its origin in a deluge, and would be.
destroyed by fire; that the next phase of the world would be the produce
of two eggs, containing the masculine and the feminine principle, out of
whose procreation a new world would be born, freed from the miseries of
the present; that the whole ocean would be converted into fresh and
fertilizing streams, and the earth produce spontaneous harvests, and a
superior race of humgl beings would be freed from all evils and anxieties.
—Barros, v. 167, . '
.t Jofwo de Barros, v., 160.

+ Diogo de Couto, Decadas, vii., p. 147.

.‘_,
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appointment may be deemed rather the expression of
a natural national pride, the result of ancient privi-
leges and position, than having any'present purpose
of utility. The present consul had not been received
by the Siamese authorities, something having becn
wanting in the form of his appointment, and the
Siamese being somewhat rigid in the observance of
forms.

11.—Dutch Missions. *

Valentija, in his Old and New Indies, gives the
following account of the position of the Dutch in
Siam :—

“ The Portuguese for along time enjoyed exclusive
privileges of scttlement, trade, and religious propa-
gan®; but inthe beginning of the seventeenth century,
the Dutch influence being rather in the ascendant,
the efforts of the Portuguese to keep the Hol-
landers out of favour became gradually unavailing.
In 1624, the King of Siam compelled the Portuguese
to restore a Dutch merchant-vessel, captured in
Siamese waters. I 1630, a decided breach of friend-
ship occurred, partly repaired by a Portuguese
ambagsade in 1633, which the Siamese Court reci-
procated by sending an ambassador to Manila in
1636.  Since then, nothing worth notice seemg to
have occurred between the two nations.

“In 1604, the first ;‘attempt was successfully made
on the part of the Dutch to open intercourse, followed
by a Siamese ambassade to Bantaum From Java
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the Siamese ambassador made a trip to Holland in
1608, when the Siamese expressed much surprise at
finding that the -Dutch actually possessed a country
of their own, and- were not a nation of pirates, as the
Portuguese had always insinuated. In 1613, a Dutch
factory was first established in India; but at the
onset their trade was carried on with some loss, and
would soon‘have been abandoned, but for the King’s
cncouragements. In 1623 their trade was actually
suppréssed, but rc-established in 1627, after conces-
sion of various privileges. In 1634 it had become
very important, and a profitable outlet was found in
Japan for some Siamese articles of export. A
splendid factory and extensive fortified warchouses
were then built by the Dutch. The imports consisted
of woollens, cotton yarn, shirtings, Turkey red yarn,
and prints, Bengal manufactures, gold-]eaf, vermillon,
calliatour wood, and spices. 'The principal exports
were rice, pepper, shellac, incense, oil, cassia, dark
sugar-candy, sapan-wood, clephants’ teeth, rhino-
ceros-horns, gamboge, gutta-gambia, putchuc, birds’
nests (imported from Tonquin and Cochin), precious
stones, a kind of inferior gold, silver, tin, iron, steel,
lead, saltpetre, indigo, timber, salt, arrack, cow and
buffalo hides, deer-skins, and a very valuable species
of skin much in demand with the Japanese. In
1663, the Dutch East India Company had to complain
of some breach of treaty on the part of the Siamese;
and, conscious of their predominant interest, caused
their traffic to be suspended, and their agent to take’
his departure; which produced the desired effect, for
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in the next year Siamese ambassadors came to
- Batavia to treat for a reconciliation, and comply with
the Company’s demands, upon which trade resumed
its course.

“In 1673, the Kmo' requested the Governor of
Batavia to induce Dutch artisans, engineers, and
mariners to settle in Siam. The Company’s agent in
1685 was the first foreigner admitted into the King’s
presence. In 1706, a difference arose; and on this
occasion the Dutch themselves were compelled to
apply for a reconciliation, which was obtained only
with curtailment of privileges. Since then, down to
1724, nothing important occurred, but trade de-
clined.*

“In 1740, the King of Siam made some overtures
to the Dutch, for the purpose of renewing friendly
commercial relations; but they appear to have led to
no result.” '

Mandelsloe thus reports the causes which gave
the Dutch interests in Siam an ascendancy over the
Portuguese (Dr. Harris, vol. i., p. 782) :—

“ The Portugucze being sufficiently sensible What
prodigious advantage they were able to reap from
this kingdom for supporting their traffick to the
Malaccas and Philippine Isles, the viceroys of Goa
were always very careful to cultivate a good. corre-
spondence with the ng of Siam, who in refurn
granted them many privileges, till such time that the
Dutch got footing there at the beginning of this age.

# The ruins of the Dutch faitory (called Amsterdam) are still visible in
the jungle in the neighbourliood of Paklat, on the right bank of the
Meinam. R
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The Portugueze were so alarmed thereat, that fhey
not only obstructed the trade of the Siamese to St.
Thomas and Negapatan, but also attacked a Dutch
vessel in the River Menam, which, with some other
outrages, served only to incense the King of Siam
against them, who ever encouraged the Dutch in
their scttlement and commerce, which is very advan-
"tageous to them in respect of the Isles of Java and
Sumnatra, of which they are now in possession:”

Van Schouten (1636) gives the following narration
of the position of the Dutch in Siam:—¢ Before
Hollanders came to this country, the Portuguese were
held in high estimation; the Kings of Siam showed
great respect to the envoys of the Indian viceroys
and the Malayan bishops, who were permitted to
exereise their religion in the town of Iudia (Ayuthia),
so much so that the King gave certain appoint-
ments to the priest who had charge of this church;
but they began to lose credit as soon as the
Dutch set foot in the country, and finally came to
an opcn rupture. The Portuguese intercepted the
traffic of these people with Santoine and Nega-
patan, and, in 1624, took in the Menam river a
small Dutch frigate. The King of Siam-waged
war_ against them as far as the Manillas: their
merchants did not, however, leave the country, but
resided there without consideration and without
credit, so that now only a few exiled Portuguese
continue there. In 1631, the King of Siam, in re-
prisal, seized their ships, and took prisoner all who
were on board them: two years afterwards, they
escaped by means of a pretended embassy, In the

VOL. IL. F
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ports of Ligor and Tannassari, both Spanish and
Portuguese vessels were scized; but the King caused
the ships’ crews to be set atliberty, and charged them
with letters to the Governors of Manilla and Malacca,
in which he offered them permission to trade and to
settle in the country, to which, therefore, they will
probably return. -

% Ag to the Hollanders, they have been established”
in the country for thirty years. Their commerce is
considered by the East India Company of sufficient
importance to induce them to appoint a governor,
after having built a factory in the town of Iudia,
and trafficked largely in deer-skins, sapan-wood, &e.
They ycarly send these préductions to Japan, with
increasing reputation, though the profit is little
except that provisions are obtained for Batavia, and
it is convenient to put this check upon Spanish com-
merce. In 1633, I caused a new warehouse to be
built; and during the four years in which I directed
the affairs of the Company, I so managed matters as
to insure larger profits for the future.

“In 1634, I built, under the direction of General
Bremer and the Indian Board of Directors, a mansion
of stone, with large suites of apartments, good water-
tanks, and warehouses attaclhed, being, indeed, quite
the best house belongmg to the Company. Such is
the information I have obtained with regard fo the
kingdom of Siam durmg a residence of eight years
in Tuthisa, the capital of ‘the country.” (p. 34-35.)

Of the state of the commercial relations between
the Dutch and Sjamese (1636), Van Schouten says—
“ The present King is fond of strangers, as his pre-
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decessors always were; but he prefers the Dutch to
the Portuguese. The latter having, in 1624, taken
a small Dutch boat in the Siamese river, the King
arrested the galley of Don Fernando de Silva, strip-
ped his people, and caused our vessel and merchandize
to be restored to us. - The Spaniards and Manilla
men declared war against him in consequence, and
-arrested several of his subjects who were trading
with China. The Dutch, to acquit themselves of
their obligations, lent him six of their vessels in 1634,
to assist him in bringing to reason his subjects of
Patan.” (p. 31.)

In my visit to Siam, I found among the people no
traces of the Dutch ever having visited the country,
none claiming descent from them, none bearing a
Dutch name; while there were many Siamese who
gloried in the high-sounding patronymics which they
had received from their Portuguese forefathers.

I doubt not that a large trade will grow up between
Siam and the Dutch possessions in the Indian Archi-
pelago. At the present moment it is not inconsider-
able, Large quantities of dried fish and other
Siamese produce are conveyed by junks to Batavia
and the ports of Java, and many European commo-
dities are received in return. As regards the prin-
mpal tropical productions, such as sugar, coffee, rice,

Slam will be the competitor with the Dutch
possessmns in the markets of the world, and with
many advantages, should the internal policy of Siam
be wise and liberal..

F 2
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IIL—French Missions. \

" In Boswell's Life of Joknson, there is a curious
reference to the relations between France and Siam.
Considering how many volumes were published giv-
ing an account of the cmbassies sent by Louis XIV.
to the Siamese King, it is quite strange that Dr.
Johnson should have overlooked them; but the cir-
cumstance is very illustrative of the fact that the
literature of France, with exceedingly few exceptions,
was little known to thelecarned men in England down
to the end of the last century. Mr. Croker, who
corrects the imperfect knowledge of the lexicographer
and the biographer, seems to supposc that only one
Mission was despatched to Siaumn from the Court of
Versailles. I give the whole passage.

Conversation between Dr. Robertson and Dr. Johnson.

Dr. B. Doctor Johnson, allow me to say that in
one respect I have the advantage of you. When
you were in Scotland, you would not come to hear
any of our preachers; whereas, when I am here, I
attend your public worship without scruple, and,
indeed, with great satisfaction.’

- Dr. J. Why, sir, that is not so extraordmary The
King of Siam sent ambassadors to Louis XIV.;
but Louis XIV. sent none to the King of Siam.

- Boswell remarks—* Hgre my frlend for once, dis-
covered a want of knowledge or forgetfulness; for
Louis XIV. didesend ail embassy to. the King of

f
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Siam, and the Abbé Choisi,* who was employed in it,
published an account of it in two volumes.”

There are few episodes in French history more
remarkable than the events connected with the inter-
course between the Court of Versailles and that of
Siam in the reign of Louis XIV.

The purpose of the Grand Monarque to brmg about
the conversion of the Siamese King was ostentatiously
proclaimed in Europe, and had been the subject of
much correspondence and extensive arrangements
between the Pope, the Jesuits, and the French Court.
“ Everybody knew,” says Father Tachard,f ¢ that the
King had publicly told the ambassador that he hoped,
by his wise conduct, he would accomplish this grande
affaire.”  On their arrival in Siam, the Mission was
filled with a * joie incroyable;” and from the moment
of their advent, urgent prayers were addressed to
God for their success, and a weekly mass was cele-
brated for its advancement. Six Jesuits (mathema-
ticians), whose destination was China, accompanied
the Mission.

The volume published in Paris in 1686, and which
gives the account of the Voyage des Péres Jésuites,

* The Abbé de Choisi was sent by Louis XIV. on an embassy to the
King of Siam in 1683, with a viow, it has been said, to convert the King
of the country to Christianity. (Malone.) The Chevalier de Chaumont was
the ambassador ; the Abbé de Choisi was, as Boswell correctly states, ouly
“employed in it,” and it was in return of this Mission that the King of
Siam sent his embassy to Louis. (Croker. )—L'fe of Joknson, by Boswell,
with Croker's Notes, vii. 192. Murray, 183 5.

The.whole of the passage exhibits curious examples of half-instructed
criticisms, -

t Vogage des Pires Jésuites, P 186, i
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was written by Father Tachard at the express com-
mand of the King. . :

The Mission arrived off the Meinam on the 22nd
September, 1685;*and anchored the following day.

Messengers were sent to announce their arrival,
which was expected by Phaulcon, the minister for
foreign afffiirs, and whose co-operation was mainly
looked to in order to accomplish the great end of the
Mission; and as’regarded personal attentions to the
ambassadors, nothing appears to have been wanting,
the Siamese King having ordered that M. de Chau-
mont should be received as never minister had been
received before. Among early communications, the
French minister was told, somewhat to his surprise,
that he had been in Siam a thousand ycars before,
in an earlier stage of his metempsychosical existence,
to promote the objects of his present Mission—an
alliance between . France and Siam.* The Catholic
missionarics established in Siam, headed by the
Bishop of Metellopolis, who was the vicar apostolic
of a large portion of India, seem to have contributed
much to the éclat of their reception, which was in all
respects flattering, and even ostentatious.

The position of Phaulcon must have been some-
what embarrassing. ‘It is obvious throughout that
he had determined fo serve two masters, and, his
management ended by disappointing the one and
‘sacrificing the other; *he himself being the vietim in
the general overthrow of the schemes, political and

* Tachard, p. 197.
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religious, of Paris and of Rome. The scenes of
their grand receptidns are in ruins now. The ancient
capital (Ayuthia), the royal residence of Louvd, pre-
sents living pictures and stagnant mementos of the
wreck of a policy which, at one moment, seemed not
unlikely to make Siam the seat and centre of a vast
dominion to be established by France in the East.

Perhaps, but for the impassioned zeal of the mis-
sionaries, the scheme might have succeeded; but its
objects were too soon 1mprudent1y developed, and the
impaticnce of fanaticism snatched at the unripe fruit.

At Nophaburi, a city founded about A.p. 600, the
palace of Phauleon still exists; and there are the
remains of a Christian church founded by him, in
which, some of the traditions say, he was put to
death. I brought with me from DBangkok the
capital of one of the columns of the church, richly
carved and gilded, as a rclic of the first Christian
temple erected in Siam, and ds associated with the
history of that singular, long successful, and, finally
sacrificed adventurer. The words Jesus Hominum
Salvator are still inscribed over the canopy of the
altar, upon which the image of Buddha now sits to
be worshipped.

There was such a remarkable resemblance be-
tween the manner of the reception, one hundred and
seventy years ago, of Louis XIV.’s ambassador, the
Chevalier de Chaumont, and that with which I was
honoured at the Siamese Court, that I have thought
it would not be without interest to show how little
the usages of that Court have changed in the progress
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of many generations. I had occasion frequently and
successfully to quote the precedent established in the
-case of the French King’s Mission, in order to justify
the claims I put forward as the representative of the
Queen of England, a greater Sovereign, under cvery
aspect, than was the Grand Monarque in the height
of his glory. This narrative is translated from an
Extrait de la Relation de M. le Chevalier de Chau-
mont (Paris, 1687), and quoted by Pallegoix, ii.
340—368.

Narrative of M. le Chevalier de Chaumont, at the Court
of the King of Siam.

“] set out from DBrest on the 3rd of March, 168j,
in one of the King’s ships, L' Oiseau, accompanied
by a frigate, La Maline,* and on the 24th Septemnber
we anchored at the bar of the Siam river. I sent
notice of our arrival to the Bishop of Metcllopolis,
vicar apos®lic of Siam, who on the 29th of the
same month came on board, with the Abbé de Lionne.
They gave me the information I required, and told
me that the King of Siam having heard of my arrival
from M. Constance, one of his ministers, had shown
much satisfaction at the news, and had ordered him
to give notice to the Bishop, and to despatch two
mandarins of the first rank to express his pleasuge
at my arrival. Two days later they came on board:
I received them in my own cabin, seated in an arm-
chajr, the Bishop being placed beside me, and they

® The Maline was aithh'ty-gun frigafe.
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sat upon the carpet with which my cabin-floor was
covered.

“Thcy told me that the King, their master, ‘had
desired them to express the pleasure given him by
my arrival, and by the news that the King of France,
having subdued all his cnemies, was absolute master
in his own kingdom, and enjoyed the peace which he
had granted to the whole of Europe.

“ After having expressed my thanks for the flatter-
ing attentions of the King, their master, and re-
sponded with respect to his Majesty, I told them that
I was highly satisfied with the Governor of Bangkok,
with the manner in which he had reccived my
messengers, as well as with the presents he had sent
me. They answered that hg had but fulfilled his
duty, since the envoys of the King, their master, had
been so well received in France, and that this treat-
ment was due no less to my own merits, as I had
formerly brought about the “union bétween the
kingdom of Siam and that of France. After having
treated them with the honours and courtesies which
are usual on such occasions in their country, I
offered them tea and sweetmeats. They remained
on ship-board ncarly an hour, and at their de-
p#rture I. saluted them with a discharge of nine
guns, '

“ On the 1st of October, M. Constance, Minister of
the King of Siam, who, although a foreigner, had by
his own merit attained the highest place in the
favour of the King, sent me a complimentary message
by his secretary, who brought me from him so large
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‘a supply of fruit, oxen, pigs, poultry, ducks, and
other provisions, that the whole ship’s company lived
upon them for four dfys. These refreshments are
peculiarly acceptable, after spending some months
at sea.

“ On the 8th of October, the BlShOp of Metellopohs,
who had returned to Juthia, again came on board
with two mandarins, to make mqumes on the part
of the King as to my health, and to tell me that he
was impatient to sec me, begging me to land. I
received these mandarins as I had done the former,
-and when they left, saluted them with a discharge of
nine guns. The same day, at two o'clock, I got
into the ship’s boat; those who were with me
going in boats sent by the King. Having entered
the river in the evening, I found five many-oared
boats,—a magnificent one for myself, and four good
ones for the gentlemen who accompanied me, with
several to carry baggage and all my attendants;

* “The same cvening, the commissioner I had sent
to Juthia to purchase the necessary provisions for the
crews of the ship and of the frigate came to inform
me that M. Constance had delivered over to him, on
the part of the King, eleven barges laden with oxen,
‘pigs, calves, ducks, and arrack, for the use of the t%o
ships’ companies, and that he had desired him to
ask for everything that was necessary for us, the King
‘wishing to defray the:expenses-of his Majesty’s ships
as long as I should remain in the kingdom.

“On the gth, two mandarins came to my boat,
“on the part of the King, to reccive my orders. I
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started at about seven o'clock A.M. After having
traversed nearly -five lesgues, I reached a house
which had beén. constructed Purposely to receive me,
where two mandarins, the Governors of Bangkok
and of Piply, with several others, came to congratu-
late me on my arrival, wishing me a long life.” The
house was made of bamboos, and covered with neat
matting. All the furniture was new, and several
apartments were hung with handsome painted cloth;
mine was  carpeted, and furnished with a dais of
rich cloth of gold, a gilded arm-chair, velvet cushions,
a table with a cover wrought in gold, and magnifi-
cent beds.  Provisions and fruits were served up in
abundance.

“I set out after dinncrye and all the mandarins
followed me. I went to Bangkok, which is the first
place of the King of Siam upon this river, and aboyt
cight leagues from the sea. I fell in with an English
ship, which saluted me with twenty-one discharges
of cannon. The fortresses on each side of the
river likewise saluted me, one with twenty-nine,
the other with thirty-one guns. These fortresses arc
built regularly, and furnished with large cast-iron
artillery. I was lodged in the left-hand fortress, in
a tolerably-built house, extremely well furnished,
whére I was treated according to the fashion of the
country.

“ On'the next day (1oth), I set out towards elght
o’clock A.M., accompanied by all the mandarins and
all the governors who had come to do me honour.
"At my departure I was saluted in the’same manner
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as on the preceding day, and at noon I arrived at
a house built for my reception, as handsomely fur-
nished as the first. There were in the neighbour-
hood two fortresses, which saluted me with the whole
of their artillery, and two mandarins came to receive
me., At dinner I was well served, and I started
again at three o’clock. The fortresses saluted me as
before, and the Governor of Bangkok teok leave of
me to return to his government. Pursuing my
journey, I fell in with two ships, one English and
the other Dutch, which saluted me with the whole of
their artillery; and I arrived, at about seven in the
‘evening, at a house built and furnished in the same
manner as the former ones. I wad received by other
mandarins with great courtesy.

*On the morning of the r1th, T again set out, and
dined in another house, arriving in the evening at a
house similar to the others, and cxtremely well fur-
nished, where two mandarins received me.

“On the 12th, I slept at two leagues’ distance from
Juthia, where I was again reccived by two man-
darins, and where the heads of the English and
Dutch companies came to salute me: the French had
previously come on board to see me, and had not
since left me. I remaihed here till the day on which
I made my entry into the capital. .

“ All the mandarins who came to receive me on
the river accompanied me. - The first were gentlemen-
in-waiting, and those who. afterwards came were of
still higher rank than tho#e who had preceded them.
The princes came last. JJach of these mandarins®
has a boat of his own; nre‘th,e midst ‘of ‘which he is
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seated on a kind of throne; one only coming in a
boat; beside them are their arms, as sabres, lances,
swords, arrows, breastplatesf and. even pitehforks.
There were fifty or sixty of these boats in attend-
ance, several of which were eighty feet long, and had
as many as a hundred rowers. They do not row in
our fashion, but seated two upon cach bench, one on
cach side, looking in the direction in which they
row, using an oar, of about four feet long, with great
bodily exertion.

“On the 13th, I notificd to the King, through the
mandarins who were with me, t-hat I had beep.
informed of the manner in which it was customary to:
rcceive ambassadors in his kingdom; and as their
mode was very different from that of France, I
cntreated him to send me some one with whom I
could discuss the subject of my reception. '

“On the 14th, he sent M. Constance, with whom I
had a long conversation, the Bishop of Metellopolis
acting as interpreter. We had a lengthened discus-
sion, and I would not give up a single point of the
ceremonial with which ambassadors are received in
France. He agreed to my demands.

“On_the 17th, M. Constance came, bringing with
him four handsome boats to carry the presents from
his Majesty to the King of Siam. Among these
were several pieces of gold brocade, four very hand-
some carpets, large silver candelabra, very large
mirrors framed in gold and silver, a basin of crystal
set in gold, several chimney-clocks, und several small -
writing-desks, artistically wrought, some finely-
wrought guns and pistols, and many other specimens
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of French manufacture. On the same day, the King
gave orders to all the Indian nations inhabiting Siam
to congratulate me on my arrival, and show me all
the honours due to the ambassador of the greatest
king in the world. They came about six o’clock P.M.,
all dressed in their national costumes. There were
forty different nations, all of independent kingdoms.
Their dress was similar to that of ‘the Siamese, with
the exception of a different head-dress; some wear-
ing turbans, others Armenian caps, or calottes, and
others, again, barcheaded like the Siamese. Persons
of qhality wear a white muslin head-dress, in shape
like & dragoon’s cap, which is upright, and fastened
by a cord passed under the chin. All are barefoot,
with the exception of a few who wear slippers such
as are used by the Turks.

“The King announced to me, the same day,
through M. Constance, that he would reccive me on
the morrow.

“On the 18th, I set out at seven o'clock A.m.
Forty mandarins, two of whom were Phaja, came
from the Court of the King, and announced to me
that the boats werc waiting to carry his Majesty’s
letter, and to conduct me to the palace. The letter
was in my own apartment, in ‘4 golden vase, covered
with a rich brocaded .cloth. The mandarins having
entered, prostrated themselves, with their h4nds
joined upon their forgheads, and their faces on the
ground. In this attitude they thrice saluted the
King's letter, I being seated in an arm-chair near the
letter. This honour has never been rendered except
to the letter of his Majesty. The ceremeny con-
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cluded, I took the letter with the vase of gold, and
having carried it.seven or eight paces, I delivered it
to the Abbé de Choisy, who had accompanied me
from France. He walked on my left hand, a little
behind, and carried it to the bank of the river, where
I found a highly-decorated and gilded barge, in
which were seated two mandarins of the first rank, I
took the letter from the Abbé de Choisy, and having
carried it into the boat, placed it in the hands of one
of the mandarins, who put it under a pointed canopy
which was very lofty and richly gilded. I after-
wards entercd another very magnificent barge, which
followed close to that which carried the letter of his
Majesty. Two others, as handsome as my own, in
which were mandarins, kept on each side of that
which conveyed the letter. Mine, as I have.said,
followed, the Abbé de Choisy being in one imme-
diately behind, and the noblemen who accompanied
me and my suite being in other boats: those of the
high mandarins were very handsome, and took the
lead. There were about twelve gilded barges, and
nearly two hundred others, which were rowed in two
columns. The letter of the King, with the two
barges that guarded it, and my own, were in the
centre. All the natives inhabiting Siam joined the
procession, and the broad river was entirely covered
with boats. We journeyed in this manner to the
town, where the cannon saluted me, which had
never been done for any former ambassador; all the:
ships in port did the same; and on landing, I found
a gilded carriage, which had never been used but by
the King himself. :
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“I took his Majesty’s letter, and placed it in the
carriage, which was drawn by horses and pushed by
men. I then entered a gilded chair, which was car-
ried on the shoulders of ten men. M. de Choisy
was in a less handsome enc; the noblemen and
mandarins who accompanicd me were on herse-
back, while the foreigners inhabiting Siam walked
behind. The procession continued till we reached
the governor’s house, where I found soldlers ranged
in file on each side of the road: they wore hats
of gilt metal, and shirts, and a coloured cotton
scarf, which served instead of drawers; they had
‘peither shoes nor stockings. Some of them were
armed with muskets, others with lances; and some
carried bows and arrows, and others pikes.

“ There were scveral kinds of musical instruments,
trumpets, drums, cymbals, bagpipes, small Dbells,
and horns, sounding like those used by shepherds in
France. The music was very noisy. We walked
along a wide road, cach side of which was crowded
with spectators, and at length arrived at a large
squarc before the King’s palace, each side having a
row of elephants in warlike trappings. On entering
into the first court of:the palace, I saw about two
thousand soldiers seated on thé ground, the butt-end
of their muskets downwards, in a row six deep, and
clothed as I have said above: to the left were ‘ele-
phants in War-harness We afterwards saw one
hundred horsemen, barefoot and in Moorish dresses,
each with a lance in his hand, At this spot the
foreigners and all who had followed me took their
departure; with the exception of the noblemen who
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accompanied me. I crossed two other courts, filled
in the same manper, and entering a fourth, I found
a large numgber of mandarins, prostrated, with their
faces to the ground. Here were six horses, with
golden rings upon their Mre feet, cach being held by
two mandarins.” They were thoroughly harnessed;
all their trappings'so richly adorned with gold and
silver, pearls, rubics, and diamonds, that the leather
was entirely covered, their stirrups and saddles being
of gold and silver. In the same court were clephants
harnessed like carriage-horses, the trappings being
of crimson velvet, with gilt buckles. The noblemen
cntered the hall of audience, and took their places,
before the King was on his throne; and when I
entered, accompanied by M. Constance, the Barcalon
(prime minister), and the Abbé de Choisy, who bore
his Majesty’s letter, I was surprised to sce the King
on a very elevated tribune; for M. Constance had
agreed with me that the King should not be in a
tribune above the height of a man, and that the
letter should be delivered from hand to hand. I
thercfore said to M. de Choisy, ¢ The promises given
me have been forgotten, but I shall assuredly
deliver the King’s letter with my own hand.” The
vase of gold in which it had been deposited had a
large golden handle, more than three feet long, and
they had supposed that I should hold the extreme
end of the handle, to raise the vase to the height of
his Majéty’s throne; but I instantly determined to
present® his Majesty’s letter to the King, holding

* La Loubére’s account of the presentation of Louis XIV.s letter
to the King of Siam is.to the following effect :—* The throne or window

YOL. II, . G
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the cup itself in my hand.* Having reached the
doorway, I saluted the King, repeating the salutation
half-way up the room; and when close to the spot
where I was to be seated, after uttering a few words

at which the King sat was elevatg nine feet above the floor of the
audience-hall. M. de Chaumont left the place assigned him in the hall,
and instead of delivering the letter to the prine minister, to be by him
delivered to the King, he rushed forward and mounted threo steps, raising
up a golden cup, in which was the letter; but not being able to elevate it
sufficiently, the King laughingly rose, stooped, and stretching his hand
down to the vase, took the letter from the ambassador.”

This feat of M. de Chaumont is recorded as a grand triumph of diplomacy
in all the French accounts of the Mission. Itscems at this distance to have
been little better than uncivil gyaucherie, not likely to recommend the
ambassador to thé good opinion of the Siamese. La Loubére says that when
he delivered his Royal letter to the King of Siam, the steps were high
onough to enable the King to take it without the indignity of stooping.

#* The letter of Louis XIV. to the King of Siam was as follows :—

(TrANSLATION.)

Most high, most excellent, and most magnanimous Prince, our well-
beloved and good friend, may God increase your greatness by a fortunate
end. I bave learned with concern the loss of the ambassadors whom you
sent to us in 1681; and we have been informed by the missionary fathers
who returned from Siam,and by the letters received by our ministers from
the person who appears to have charge of your affairs, the cordiality with
which you desire our Royal friendship. To respond to this, we have chosen
the Chevalier de Chaumont as our ambassador to your Majesty, to make
known to you our desire of establishing a perpetual friendship between us.
We shall be most happy to find occusions for testifying our gratitude for
the protection you have afforded to the bishops and apostolic missionaries
who labour to instruct your subjects in the Christian faith; and our
particular esteem for yourself gives us a great desire that you should
yourself deign to hear them, and learn ffom them the true maxims and
sacred mysteries of so holy & law, which gives a knowledge of the true
God, wha having long permitted you to reign gloriously, can along crown
you with eternal bliss. We have charged our ambassador with some
presents of the most eurious things of our kingdom, which he will present
to you as a mark of our este¢m, and he will explain to you what we most
desire for the advantage of dur subjects in commercial matters. Above
all, we pray that the Lord will crown you with all happiness. :

- Given at our Palace of Versuillgs, the 215t day of January, 1685,

Your attached and sincere friend,
i ‘ " Louis.
{Tachard,. ¥oyage de Siam, p. 240—12.)

COLBERT.
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of my address, E-put on my hat, took my seat, and
continued my disgourse, which was in these terms:—

“tSire! The King, my master, so famed through-
out the world for his great victories, and for the
peace he has so frequdtly established with his
enemies and at the head of his armies, has com-
manded me to come to your Majesty, to assure you
of the very high estimation in which you are held
by him. He, Sire, fully appreciates your Royal
qualities, the wisdom of your government, the mag-
nificence of your Court, the extent of your kingdom,
and that which you have graciously desired to make
known to him by your ambassadors—your friendship
for his person, confirmed by the continual protection
you have given to his subjects, and especially to the
bishops, who are the ministers of the true God.

“¢He has already experienced the effects of the
esteem which you have for him, and desires to
respond as much as lies in his power. With this
intention, he is ready to treat with your Majesty to
send out to you some of his subjects, in order to faci-
litate and increase commerce, to give you every mark
of a sincere friendship, and to commence between the
two crowns a union as renowned in future ages as the
distance between your kingdom and his own is vast.

‘¢ Buit nothing will tend so much to confirm him
in this resolution, and unite you together so closely,
as to live in sentiments of the same faith. And it is
especially on this point, Sire, that the King, my
master, that wise and enlightened monarch, who has
ever given the best counsels to the kings his allies,
has desired me to addreas you from himself.

G 2
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“¢ He beseeches you, as the most sincere of your
friends, and by the interest he already takes in your
true glory, to consider that the supreme majesty
with which you are invested, can be held only from
the true God who governdlheaven and earth. It is
a thing, Sire, far more reasonable than the worship
of the divinities adored in the East, and whose utter
powerlessness the knowledge and penetration of your
Majesty cannot have failed to discover.

“¢But of this you will be more fully aware, should
you be willing to hear the bishops and missionarics,
who are here at present. The most welcome news,
Sire, which T can give the King, my master, will be
that your Majesty, being persuaded of the truth, is
becoming instructed in the Christian religion. This
it is which will increase his csteem and admiration
for your Majesty; this it is which will induce his
subjects to come with more confidence and eagerness
into your kingdom, and which will crown your
Majesty with honour, since by those means you will
secure your eternal welfare in heaven after ruling
prosperously upon earth.’

“This speech was interpreted by M. Constance;
and I afterwards informed his Majesty that the King,
'my master, had sent the Abbé de Choisy to accom-
pany me, with the twelve gentlemen whom I presented
to him. T then tock the Jetter from the hands of
the Abbé de Choisy, intending to present it in the
manner I had already resolved upon. M. Constance,
who accompanied me, crawling upon his hands and
knees, called to me, and made me a sign to raise my
arm so as to reach the King. Ipretended, however,
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not to hear what was said, and stood still. At
length the King, smiling, rose, and stooping to take
the lctter in the vase, leaned forward so as to show
the whole of his person. As soon as he had taken it,
I made a low bow and gturned to my seat. The
King of Siam afterwards asked after his Majesty and
the whole of the Royal Family, adding that he would
try in every way to give satisfaction to the King as
to the matter proposed. The Bishop of Metellopolis
was present, and several times acted as interpreter
between the King and myself. This monarch had a
crown, enriched with diamonds, fastened to a cap such
as is worn by our dragoons. His vest was of a rich
material, with flowers wrought in gold, diamonds
being set round the neck and wrists, which had the
cffect of a necklace and bracelets. This prince wore
also marfy diamonds on his fingers. The King
appears to be about fifty-five years of age; he is well
made, but somewhat swarthy, as are all the people of
his country; his air is lively, his disposition regal;
he is brave, a great politician, governing himself,
magnificent, liberal, loving the fine arts: in a word,
he is a prince who, by the power of his genius, has
thrown off many foolish customs anciently kept up
in his kingdom, and has borrowed from foreign
nations, and especially from those of Europe, all that
he considers most worthy to contribute to his own
glory and to the happiness of his people. _
“ During the audience, there were eighty man-
darins in the saloon, all prostrate, with their faces
on the ground. They were without shoes and-
stockings, but otherwise magnificently clad. Each
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had & box to hold arrack, betel, and tobacco: it is
by these boxes that their rank and quality are dis-
tinguished. After the King had conversed with me
for an hour, he closed his window, and I retired.
The place of audience wag raised twelve or fifteen
steps : within, it was painted with golden flowers from
top to bottom, and the floor covered with rich
carpets. At the bottom of the hall were two stair-
cases, one on each side, which led to the King’s
apartment; and between the staircases was a sash
window, before which were three large parasols, one
over the other and reaching from the floor of the
saloon to the ceiling, made of cloth of gold, the stick
being coverced with gold-leaf. One was in the centre
of the window, and the other two at the sides:
through this window was seen the King's throne,
and from it he gave audience to me. M. Constance
afterwards took me over the rest of the palace; and I
saw the white elephant, whose food and drink are
served up in golden vases. I saw several other fine
ones, and afterwards returned to my house, with the
same pomp with which I had left it. This house was
well arranged, and my suite were comfortably pro-
vided for. -

“On the 22nd, the King sent me several pigces of
brocade, Japanese dressing-gowns, and a set of,gold
buttons; and to the gentlemen who accompanied me,
pieces of stuff, embroidered in gold and silver: for it
is the custom of the country to make such presents
immediately on arrival, so that one may be able to
dress according to their fashion. For myself, I did not
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have dresses made from the stuffs; but the gentlemen
of my suite used them as intended.

“On the 8th of November, the King set out for
Louvd, which is a country-house where he resides
during eight or nine moyths of the year, and which
is twenty leagues from Juthia.

“ On the 15th, I set out-to go there, and slept on
the way at a house which had been built for me: it
was like those in which I had stayed from the time
of my landing until I reached the capital, and was
near the house in which the King sleeps when he
stays at Louvd. I remained there during the 16th
and 17th, and arrived at Louvd -about eight o’clock
p.M. This house is well built, according to the.
fashion of the country. On entering, you pass a
garden, in which are several fountains; five or six
steps bring you to a lofty saloon, and I found there
a chapel and sleeping-rooms provided for all who
accompanied me.

“On Monday, the 1gth, the King admitted me to
a private audience. In the afternoon I rode an
elephant, but found its paces so uncomfortable, that I
had rather ridden ten leagues on horseback than one
upon the back of one of these animals.

“On the 23rd, M. Constance told me that the King
wished to ‘give me the amusement of sceing an ele-
phant-fight, to which-he begged me to bring the
captains of my ships. They were MM. de Vau-
dricourt and de Joyeuse; and we went mounted on
elephants. o

“The King caused these gentlemen to approich,
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and told them that he was happy that they were the
first captains of the King of France who had entered
his kingdom, and that he trusted théir return would
be as fortunate as their arrival. He presented to
each of them a sabre, of which the handle and guard
were of gold, the shecath being almost entirely
covered with gold; a large richly-wrought chain of
gold, to wear as a shoulder-belt; and a vest of cloth
of gold, with large gold buttons. As M. de Vaudri-
court was the first captain, his present was hand-
somer and more costly. The King recommended
them to guard against enemies on the way; to
which they replied that his Majesty had given them
arms to defend themsclves, and that they would
acquit themselves well, as was their duty. These
captains addressed the King without dismounting
from their elephants; and I perceived that, under
the pretence of an elephant-fight, he wished to make
these presents to the captains before a number of
Europeans who were present, and thus to mark pub-
licly the peculiar distinction which he wished to
show to the French nation.

“On Sunday, the 2nd December, M. Constance
sent presents to myself, and also to the Abbé de
Choisy and the gentlemen who accompanied me.
These presents consisted of fine porcelain, bracelgts,
Chinese vases, dressing-gowns, Japan work made of
silver, bezoar stones, rhinoceros horns, and other
curiosities of the country.

“On the 11th, I went to see a wild elephant-hunt.’
The King, who was present, sent. two mandarins to
bring me to him; and, after having spoken on various
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matters, he begged.to be allowed to keep M. de
Lamarre, an engineer, to assist in making fortifica-
tions to his towns. I assured him that I had not the
smallest doubt that the King, my master, would
entirely approve of my leaving him, since the interests
of his Majesty were dear to him, and that so skilful
a man could not fail to give satisfaction. I therefore
directed M. de Lamarre to remain in Siam, for the
King’s service; upon which his Majesty desired to
speak to him, and presented him with a robe of gold
brocade.

“ Intending to sct out the next day to re-embark,
I presented the gentlemen who were with me, to
take leave of his Majesty. They saluted him, and
the King wished them a prosperous journey. The
Bishop of Metellopolis desired to present to him the
Abbé de Lionne and the Abbé Levachet, missionaries
who were about to return with me to France, to take
leave of him; but he answered that they were of his
own house, and that, as he looked upon them as his
children, they should bid him farewell in his own
palace. The King then retired, and I accompanicd
him to the edge of the forest.

“On Wednesday (x2th), the King honoured me
with a farewell audience. He expressed entire satis-
faction with myself, as well as with the whole of my
negotiation, and then presented me with a large vase
of gold, which they call bossette—one of the highest
marks of honour, equivalent to being made a duke
by the King of France. The King said that he had not.
made it a publie ceremony, because some part of it
might not have been agreeable to me, on account of
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the many genuflexions required from those, even of
the highest rank, who receive this mark of honour.
Amongst all the foreigners at his Court, the nephew
of the King of Camboja alone had received a similar
distinction, which gives the rank of phaja, equivalent,
as I before remarked, to that of a duke in France.
This monarch had the goodnéss to say so many com-
plimentary things to myself, that I cannot venture to
repeat them; and through the whole course of my
journey he showed me every kind of honour, such as
would indeed appear incredible, but that he considered
me a representative of his Majesty. I received also
every possible courtesy from his ministers, and from
the whole Court.  The Abbés de Lionne and Levachet
also took leave of the King, who, after offering his
good wishes for their journey, presented each with a
crucifix of gold and tambac, with the foot in silver.
On leaving the hall of audience, M. Constance led me
into a saloon, surrounded by fountains, which was in
the centre of the palace. There I found a handsome
repast served up. The King of Siam had the good-
ness to send me two or threce dishes from his own
table, one of rice dressed in their peculiar manner, the
other two of dried salt fish which came from Japan.
“About five o'cloek, I left, in a gilded chair
borne by ten persons, the nobles who accompgnied
me being on horseback. 'We entered our boats, and
were accompanied by & number of mandarins. The
streets were lined with soldiers, elephants, and
Moorish horsemen. All the mandarins who had
accompanicd me to my boat entered their own, and
came with me; there were about one hundred boats,
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and on the next day (the 13th) I arrived at Juthia,
about three o’clock in the mornigg. The letter of
the King of Siam and the ambassadors he sent to the
King of France were with me, in a handsome barge,
accompanied by several others,

“The King made me a present of fine porcelain, to
the value of six or seven hundred pistoles; two pairs
of Chinese screens, and four table-covers, embroidered
in gold and silver, from China; a crucifix, of which
the figure was gold, the cross of tambac (which is a
metal more valued than gold itself in these countries),
and the foot silver ; with many other Indian curiosities :
and as it is the custom of the.country to give to those
who bring presents, I distributed among the King’s
boatmen eight or nine hundred pistoles. As to M.
Constarice, I made him a present of a picce of furni-
ture-I had-brought from France, worth more than
a thousand crowns, and a handsome chair for which
I had given two hundred crowns in France; and I
gave his wife a mirror set in gold and precious
stoncs, worth about sixty pistoles.

“I forgot to mention that the King of Siam had
presented the Abbé de Choisy with gifts to the
value of seven or eight hundred pistoles. These pre-
sents consisted of Chinese vases, articles of silver
wrought in Japan, several pieces of fine porcelain,
and other Indian curiosities.

“On the 14th, about five o’clock in the evening, I
left Juthia, accompanied by M. Constance and several
mandarins, with a large number of boats, and reached
Bangkok early the next morning. The fortresses
which we passed on’the way, and that-of Bangkok,
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saluted me with the whole of their artillery. I
remained a day in this town, as, being a military
man, the King had requested me to cxamine the
fortifications, to let him know what further ones were
required, and also to choose a spot for the building
of a church: ¥ made a plan of it, which I gave to
M. Constance.

“On the morning of the 16th, I left, accompanied
by the mandarins. The fortresses again saluted me;
and towards four o’clock I arrived at the Bar of
Siam, in the long-boats of his Majesty’s ships.

“On the 17th, the frigate of the King of Siam, in
which were his ambassadors and his letter for the
King of France, came to anchor close to my ship. I
sent my boat, which first brought two of the ambas-
sadors; and on sending it the second time, it returned
with the third, and the letter of the King of Siam,
which was under a dais, or pyramid, richly gilt and
of great height. This letter is written on a leaf of
gold, rolled up, and placed in a box of the same
metal. The letter was saluted by several guns, and
was kept on the deck of my ship, with parasols over
it, till the day of my dcparture. Whenever the
mandarins passed theletter, they saluted it, their
custom being to show- great respect to the letters of
their King. .

“The next day, the ship whlch had brought them
left, returning up the tiver; and, at the same time,
another vessel from the King of Siam made its
appearance, and came to anchor near us. It brought
M. Constance; who "came on board my ship the next
day (the 19th), when he dined with me, after dinner
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returning in my boat. I saluted him with twenty-
one guns, and we separated with regret, having
already formed a strong friendship with one another.

“I was astonished at having no news of M.
Levachet the missionary, of the chief of the French
company of soldiers, or of my secretary. Having
ascertained that they left Juthia on the 16th, with
seven of the nobles who were to accompany the
ambassadors of the King of Siam and sceveral servants,
I supposed them lost, and determined to set sail, the
wind being favourable.

“The next day, the z2oth, some of the last-men-
tioned came on board, and told mec they had lreen
carried away forty leagues by the stream—that
they had left their companions stranded on a mud-
bank more than twenty-five leagues from the place
where we were, and there was no likelihood of their
being able to rejoin us quickly: I therefore resolved
to start the very next day.

“On the 22nd of December, 1685, I set sail to
return to France.”

I have thought it desirable not to interrupt the
course of M. de Chaumont’s narrative; but it appears
his Excellency was not quite satisfied with the final
success of the religious movement, and the minister
Phaulcon, whose double-dealing is obvious enough
throughout, was at last called upon more urgently to
press the * King’s conversion.” The minister resisted
strongly, and gave many reasons to dissuade the
ambassador from pressing the King in this matter;
but the ambassador persisted “with much wisdom,”
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and desired him to present a memorial in writing to
the King, and to obtain a written reply.

The Jesuits’ account of what afterwards took
place is that which was, no doubt, furnished by
Phaulcon himself; but it exhibits a remarkable in-
stance of dexterous management and sagacity to
get over a temporary difficulty, and it served to
quiet (if not wholly to satisfy) the ambassador, who
certainly little dreamed that Phaulcon’s policy, adroit
as it seemed, would in a few years bring ruin upon
himself, and upon the dynasty he professed to serve.

M. Constance, having received the memorial from
the hands of the ambassador, went to the palace
that very evening, and throwing himself at the feet
of the King, addressed him “with all the Asiatic
eloquence so much esteemed in ancient Greece.”
The following is a correct translation of his words, as
given by Father Tachard :—

“¢Sire! The ambassador of France has placed in
my hands a memorial which contains certain propo-
sitions of which he is to render an account to the
King, his master; but, before sending it to your
Majesty, permit me to represent to you the motive
which has engaged the Most Christian King to send
this embassy. That wise prince, your sincere friend,
Sire, well knowing the greatness of soul and gene-
rosity of the royal heart of your Majesty, through
the ambassadors and the magnificent presents which
you had destined for:him, without other interest
than that of securing the royal friendship of a prince
so glorious and renowned’ throughout' the universe;
seeing also that your Majesty’s ministers had sent, to
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the ministers of his kingdom two mandarins, with
considerable presents, to congratulate them on the
birth of a grandson to their great King, worthy of a
perpetual posterity, which may ever represent his
admirable virtues, and secure the happiness of his
people ;—this great monarch, Sire, surprised at so
disinterested a proceeding, resolved to respond to
those obliging compliments, and to do so he con-
ceived a method worthy of him and “suitable to your
Majesty. Should he send you wealth? It is in your
kingdom, Sire, that strangers come to seek it. As
to forces, it is well known that your Majesty is feared
by all your neighbours, and well able to chastise
them, sheuld they violate the peace which they have
won by their entreaties. Should he think of ceding
lands and provinces to the sovereign of so many
kings, and the ruler of kingdoms which make up
nearly a fourth of Asia itself? Neither did he send
his subjects hither solely for the purposes of com-
merce, which is an intercst commeon alike to his own
people and to the subjects of your Majesty. He
considered, however, that it was in his power to
offer to your Majesty something of infinitely more
importance, and well befitting the dignity of two
such great sovereigns. Remembering what had been
the cause of his own glory, giving him power to take
S0 many towns, subjugate so many provinces, and
gain so many victories, which. had made his people
happy, and attracted to him, from the extremities of
the globe, so many royal ambassadors and princes
desiring  his friendship,—which had caused your
Majesty to seek the favour of such an incomparable
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prince, by sending so magnificent an embassy;—
having, I repeat, attentively considered all these
things, this wise and enlightened King saw that the
God whom he worships was their author, His Divine
providence having thus ordered them, and that he
owed them all to the intercession of the Holy Mother
of the Saviour, under whose protection he has con-
secrated his person and his kingdom to the true God.
This conviction, and his great desire to sccure to
your Majesty these great privileges, made him
resolve to put before yous- Sire, the means which
obtained for him so much glmy and happiness, and
which are indeed the knowledge and worship of the
true God, as taught by the Christian religion, and
by that alone. He therefore sends his ambassador,
trusting that your Majesty will, together with your
whole kingdom, accept and follow the true faith.

“¢This prince, Sire, is still more to be admired for
his penetration, enlightenment, and wisdom, than for
his numerous conquests and victories. Your Majesty
is acquainted with his generosity and royal friend-
ship, and cannot do better than follow the wisc
counsels of so great a King and so good a friend.
For myself, Sire, I have never ceased to implore the
God whom I worship for this grace for your Majesty,
and would willingly give a thousand lives to obtain
it from the Divine goodness. May your Majesty con-
sider that by this you will exceed all that you have
already done during your illustrious reign, that your
memory will be immortalized, and that you will
obtain for yourself everlaétmg glory and happmess
in a future life] . 2 -
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“eT beseech you, Siee reject not the proposal made
to you by the ambassador of so great a sovereign,
who desires thus to establish and render inviolable
your Royal alliance and friendship together.. Should
your Majesty have the intention of doing so, and
fecl even the slightest inclination towards it, allow it
to be known. No more welcome news could be car-
ried to the King, his master. Should your Majesty
‘have determined not to concede this point, or give a
favourable reply to the ambassador, I would beg to
be excused from conveying the Royal answer, which -
would indeed be displeasing to the God I worship.
Let it not be decmed strange that I speak thus: one
who is not faithful to his God cannot be so to his
sovereign; and could I act differently, I should no
longer deserve to be honoured by continuing in your
service.’

“The King listened to this discourse of M. Con-
stance without interruption; then, seeming to collect
himself as one occupied with a great thought, he
replied in the following terms:— Fear not that I
should desire to constrain your conscience. What,
however, has induced my esteemed friend, the King
of France, to suppose that such were my sentiments
‘Who could imagine otherwise, Sire,’ replied M.
Constance, ‘seeing the protection your Majesty affords
“to the missionaries, the churches you are building,
the; alms you bestow upon the reverend fathers in
Ching ? . This, Sire,has persuaded the King of France
that your Majesty was favourable to Christianity.’
‘But whsn ,you informed the . ambassador,’ added
the’ng, Yof the reasons which kept me in the reli-

VOL. i, © . . H ~
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gion: of. my. ancestors, whatranswer . did. he give?
¢The French amb-assador & reJomed M. Constanoe,
‘ considered them weighty reasons; But as:the pro-
posal of the King, his master, was entlrely disinte-
tested, and this great monarch had in view only the
good of your Ma.lesty, he thought that these reasons
should not prevent him from executing the orders of
the King, his master, especially as he has learned that
the Persian ambassador has arrived in Sjam, bringing*
with him the Koran, that. your Majesty may adopt it.
The ambassador of France felt himself obliged to offer
to your Majesty.the Christian religion, beseeching
your. Majesty to embrace it *‘Is it true,’ replied
the King, ‘that the Persian ambassador is bringing
me the Koran? ¢So it is said, Sire,’ answered M.
Constance: to which the King immediately rejoined,
‘I wish with all my heart that the French ambassador
were here to see how I receive the Persian ambassador.
Were I to choose a religion, 1t would certainly not be
Mahometanism.’

«:But, in answer to the French ambassador,’ pur-
sued the King, ‘ you will assure him from me, that.I
am greatly obliged to the King of France for the marks

~of friendship bestowed by his most Christian Majesty :
“the honour done me by this great prince is a.h:eq.dy
publicly known in the East, and I cannot sufficiently
express my sense of hig:conrtesy. I regret, however,
that my excellent friend the King of France has.pro-
pesed to me a thlng so difficult. I refer myself to
the wigdom. of the mgst ,;Chmstxan King, Pwho ;can
‘judge of the importange . Qnd of the dxﬁicultxes of a
‘matter so delicate aa:ths. c}:ange of a religion ackigbw
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Tedged and. followed: uftinterroptedly throughout the
kingdom for the space of 2229 years.

“¢Forthe regt, it is surprising to me that my
esteemed frictid the King of France-should take so
strong an interest in an affair which seems to belong
to God, and which the Divine Being appears to have
left entirely to our own discretion. For, would not
the true God who made heaven and earth, and all

®:hat are therein—who has given to his creatures
natures and inclinations differing from one gnother,—
would He not, in giving souls and bodies to men, hav®
inclined them to follow one religion—the form of
worship most acceptable to himself, giving one law
to all the nations of the world? This order among
men and this unity of faith depending absolutely
upon Divine Providence, who might so easily have -
introduced this, as the diversity of sects which have
subsisted through all time; must’ we not beliéve that
the true God is as well pleased to be honoured by
different worship and ceremonies, as to be glorified
by other beings, each after his own manner? Are
the variety and beauty we admire in Nature less
admirable in supernatural things—Iless worthy of the
Divine wisdom? However this may be,’ concluded .
his Majesty, ¢ since we know that God is the absolute
Master of the world, and are persuaded that nothing
is done contrary to His will, I resign myself and my
States into the merciful hands of the Divine Provi-
dence, -and beseech of His eternal.wisdom that He
wﬂl,dlspose of: them according to His good pleasure
I explicitly desiréyou to inform the ambassador that
o jt nof;hmg in my power to preserve the royal
s w0 B %
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friendship. of the most. Christian King; -4nd that T
will so act during the:time it sh&ll please God to pre-
serve my life, that my 'SUCCEssOTS. and ‘my subjects
shall ‘on every occasion ~show their gratitude and
esteem for the royal person of hlS most Christian
Majesty, and for all his successors.’ i

- %.This is the answer of the ng of Siam, as he
gave it to-his minister, and as the latter delivered it A
in writing to the ambassador. This reasoning shows
the  intelligence of the Prince, who, without any
Bnowledge of European science, has thus forcibly and
clearly expressed the most plausible reasoning of
Pagan philosophy against the only true faith. Those -
who know the upright character of the Prince cannot
doubt that this is the sincere expression of his-opi-
nions, and of what appeared to him to be the truth.

“ After the King had thus spoken, he kept silence
for some time, and afterwards, looking at M. Con-
stance, pursued: ¢ What-do you think the ambas-

. sador will reply to the reasons I have desired you to
give him in writing?: ¢I will not fail, Sire,’ said
M. Constance, ‘to exccute the orders of your Mas
jesty; but I know not :what the French ambassador
_will answer to what yoyr Majesty has just said, which
appears to me exceedin}gly forcible. I am sure that
he cannot fail'to be surprlsed at the great wxsdom
and wonderful penetrattbn of your Majesty. - Never-
‘theless, it appears to nie that he may reply to. yqur
Majesty, that although it ‘e true that all the beings
whom God has created glonfy him each:in his gwn
manner,. there is- this dl rence ~between me
-beasts, that-God in crea:tmg the latter has givenfier
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different properties, sud" peculiar instincts. to “know
what is good for them and to. seek it without reflec-
tion, to- dfscerq"iyﬁliat is bad for them and avoid it
without reasoning.  Thus, the deer flies from the
lion and the- tiger at first sight; chickens newly
hatched fear the kite, and hide themselves under
their mother's wings, without other teaching than
that of Nature. But God, in creating man, formed
*him with understanding and reason, to discern good
from evil; and His Divine providence has willed
that, in secking and loving the good, which is proper
for him, and flying the cvil, which is contrary to the
great end of knowing and loving God, man should
obtain from the ,(Divine goodness an everlasting
reward.

“tIt is, indeed, as easy for man to use his eyes,
hands, and feet to do evil as to do good, if his pru-
dence, enlightened by Divine wisdom, lead him not to
seek the path of true greatness, which is to be found
only in the Christian faith, which teaches man to
serve God dccording to the Divine pleasure. Butall
men do not follow the holy light. In like manner,
your Majesty’s officers are not all equally attached to
the interests of your Majesty, though all call them-
selves your subjects, and account it an honour to be
i yourservice. So all men, indeed, serve God,
though not all'in like manner. - Somey like the beasts,
live:according to their unruly passions, professing.
I'eliglon without following its precepts or exammmg
1 'tenets, while: others, seemg themselves raised 8o
‘ibove the.beasts that perish, rise above the dorni<’
stEGf thie.senses ; and their-reason being enlightened




163 . DIPLOMATIC ANBSEOMMERCIAL RELATIONS.. -

by tHe Divine Being, they stek to. know Him, and to -
worship Him according -to ‘His ‘will, without other
interest than that of obeying and’pl'eésiﬂg Him: and
to. this sincere following after truth God has attached
the salvation of man. It follows, then, that negligence
in learning, and weakness in our following what we
believe to be best, make us guxlty in the eyes of H1m
who is justice itself.’

-“This reply from an unlearned man, who, from the
age of ten, had been continually occupied in commerce
and business, caused me no small surprise when he
did me the honour of communicating it to me. - I could
not but assure him, without fearing to flatter, that
the most consummate theologian could not have given
a more satisfactory answer. .The King-was evidently
impressed by the discourse of M. Constance; dnd if
some learned person, agreeable to his Majesty, were
so fortunate as to have his good-will and acquire his
esteemn, he might certainly be won to know and to
embrace the truth: and :should this be, as he is the
master of his people, who idolize him, all the nations
subject to his government would bhndly follow hls
example e .o : :

~ In a letter to me fro 1 the First ng, he speaks of
a Ia.rge telescope whlch was formerly possessed by ¢ the
King of Siam. I find in the Lettres Edy‘iantes, a "rofe-
rence to,an excellent ;telescope, five feet Iong, with
'whlch the King looked gt the, echpse (A D. 1686).
;The inquiries of the ng were Judlclous, and credlt-

Tchesd, Vogago i Sim, By d0dg14-
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The Jesuit Father:De. Fontaney speaks . naturally
enough of the bvmh‘éqw of the great designs which
he (Phaulcon) had formed for the benefit of religion,
and for the glory of the French nation. In look-
ing from this- distance of time on the proceedings
of Phaulcon, it-is: somewhat -difficult to say how far
his patronage of the Jesuits and advocacy of the views
of France were consistent with the duties he owed to
the King and to the people of Siam. It is quite clear
that he was utterly blind to his own real position, and
wholly miscalculated, like many other ambitious men,
the strength of his influence. No doubt, the acts
which made Phaulcon the idol of the Catholics,—such
as the facilities he gave to the preaching and the pro-
tection he extended to the persons of the mission-
aries, not only in Siam, but in every country to which
his power reached—his liberal gifts, his building of
churches, his obvious and avowed partizanship,—
were the immediate causes of the distrust of the Sia-
mese, and of his own downfall; disgrace, and death.
Ifind, in the Lettres Edifiantes, references to a
treaty between France and Siam, among whose con-
ditions is that of delivering to the French all the
pepper produced in Siam at 16 crowns the bahar,
which ‘weighs 375 pounds, retaining only one-tenth of
the’ produce for the trade with China and Japaq
The - writer insists that the French could, under the
treaty, ot -only supply Europe, Bengal, Coast of
Coromandel, Surat, and all the extent of Persxa., thh*,
pepper, but put an end to the larceny which_ gives o
thé Dutch sﬁch proﬁts, from thexr posmon in” the




104" DIPLOMATIC ANDWBUMERCIAL RELATIONS,.

IV. --‘Sp <Spanish Mz‘ssiam '

T shall find 'no more convenient place than the
present for 1ntroducmg such accounts of Slam as 1
have found in the Spanish historians. The transla-
‘tions are principally from works printed in the
Phlhppmes' and as the narrations have a certam
character of originality, and exhibit Siam as seen,
not in its relations with distant European soye-
reigns or peoples, but with the governor and in-
- habitants of a not remote Spanish colony, I have
thought the records worth preserving; nor have I
changed the strange and characteristic style of the
narrative, so often inflated and bombastic.

Short Description of the Kingdom of Siam.
[FromM THE, SpaNism.)

The information that these religious men (7. e.,
- Catholic missionaries) acquxred and left us of the
kingdom of Siam, opens.the door for me to write a
short description, according to the information which
at the present time my curiosity has sought, since,
in the course of about two .eenturies, variations
enough are to be found.

~ One of the kingdoms of the greatest magnitude
in Asia is that of Slm,@ or ‘of Sornau, which lies
from the Point of Maldccaito the kingdoms of - Laos
and Pegu. - These bound i§ on the north;.on thé west
it reaches to Bengal, and;on the east to Cam
and Chma. Its coasta: ar&wa.shed by ‘ene senion the
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jorth and by anothef ’Un the south by that of India

apital city, metropolis, or court of this
great kijgdom, they also call Siam, well known by
its propel\ name of . Odiad, or Hodia, with J or with
H, as th \natives are accustomed to write it. On
the meridian of the Ferroe Islands, according to
Nicholas Fér, stands this city, in 118° longitude, and '
North latitude 14°. From the lake Syamey, which
is in. 30° North, the deep river Menam branches off,
and divides the whole length of the kingdom of
Siam through the centre, until it falls into the sea
at 13° North, having surrounded the city of Odia& on
three sides. On account- of which, and of sixteen
other rivers of less abundance which pass through
the city, and because during six months of the year
it does not cease raining, and also because the greatest
part of this kingdom consists of valleys and plains
of fertile land which yield abundant crops of rice, the
whole kingdom is generally inundated by the waters,
as well as the city, whose *gates and streets are
passed in boats; although art has been able to invent
some canals, with their bridges of brick and lime, by
means of which one can walk on foot towards the east. -
-t has also thlck mountain ridges, with timbers of
espev,;a.l value, such as ebony, tesk, aguila, ‘and.
Brazﬂ, awith which more than a. hundred junks and
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tenders are laden every, year for Surat: and Bengal—
- for. China and: Haman—~for TLioo. Choo, Jabodia, and
" Champa; and in these thickets are found,in immense
nymbers, elephants,. #igers, rhmoceroses, carabaos,
and deer, from hunting which Siam derlves much
profit. This kingdom abounds in mines: of gold,
silver, iron, steel, lead, tin, saltpetre, and sulphur.
There is much silk and cotton, and many looms for
making their clothes, without needing those of any
other nation. There is honey, wax, sugar, aguila,
benzoin, lac-lake, indigo, rubies, sapphires, and ivory,
in great quantity. Here are found the birds’ nests
of so much importance.and value; flesh, fish, and
rice in abundance; much cinnamon, pepper, ginger,
camphor, alum, cassia, rhubarb, and cardamum, all
in remarkable abundance. So that this kingdom is
one of the richest and most agreeable in the whole
‘world, and (in the opinion of many) onc of the most
easy to be conquered and preserved. :
"Tts opulence does not diminish, since there are few
nations with which Siam does not keep up a lively
trade. In the circumference of the city are general
fdctories in assigned territories,—Portuguese, French,
English, Dutch, Jewishy Moorisky Armenian, Chinese,
and Japanese. And htre. the pious reader may ob-
serve what a Geneva this city will be, with the hbeﬁty
of conscience in which-each nation may:live, since
- Catholic- and Christiar hold their churches. in their
territories without molestdtion—the Jew his &yna-
gogue, the Moor his mosqug, and so with the othérs,
. without interfering with ote another'in pomta«of hw,
but.all united for..commepee:. . For this:comm
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and that of the merehants of Java, Ovale, Madum

Augee, Bétieo, and Solor, ‘there-is'not ayear in-which
more tharé thousand vessels of all-sizes do not sail in
continual traffic, with which the ports of Siam-are
always occupied. The King also sends his ships for
trade to Surat, to Bengal, to Mecca; and to Madras
every year for traffic in elephants, which is consider-
able. "From'all of which, if the Siamese merchants
derive profit, much more does the King from the fees of
the custom-house and trade. In this manner are col-
lected the Royal revenues of the whole kingdom, which
each year exceed (on the most moderate computation)
twelve millions (cuentos) of common gold; besides
other.ordinary services which the gentlemen his vas-
sals perform for their King, and without reckoning
the estates of all the rich men whose wealth passes
into the Royal Treasury. And every time that this
monarch finds himself obhged to fake the field in war,
he quickly musters about three hundred thousand
men, ten thousand elephants, and othef beasts of
burden which cannot be numbered.

- This kingdom must .contain about two thousand
seven hundred towns and cities, which they call Pro-
diem, to distinguish them from the innumerable ham-
lets and small populations of which no account is
taken, nor can they be numbered. The greater part
of all these towns are without any special fortress,
and some entrenchments of stakes serve as rampart-
walls for their defence; excepting the gre‘a’t city of
Lyivoa;which was formerly a Court, and is preserved
mth good fortification.~ -~ -

-4%His King of Siam pays tmbute only tor the Great
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Chma,, by agreement, in-order to allow ‘his ships to
pass free to' Port Gouhay‘ But to iy thirteen
other kings, who are in the dominions o##Biam, pay
tribute every year. Formerly they used: to-come to
the-¢ity of Odiad to make their Sumbaya (w}nch was
to kiss the sword of their Grand Sefior); and now, by
the Royal command, they come to make it before his
viceroy, at the city of Ligor, which in their language
they call Poyho: and at this time there is for all 4
free day granted by the King, in the course of which
theygenerally number more than fifteen hundred ships
of various kinds, and merchandise of value. The reve-
rence that the Siamese pay to their King is excessive,
even becoming adoration. They all prostrate thems

selves on the floor in the Royal presence; and when
~ thé King eomes out of his palace, the whole city is
informed, in order that they may conceal themselves;
for he does not allow himself to be seen, except on a
day assigned for special ceremonial. Of the present
King it is $aid that he acts otherwise, from the love
that he bears to his subjeets, and his remarkable affa-
bility. He holds different councils, at which he pune-
tually attends. The Queen also holds her councils of
women, 3 n :

- 'This kingdom was foimerly subject to that of Pegu,
and & viceroy took pobsession of it; wherefore, be-
tween-these two powers’thére were very pértinacions
wars. But the foundérs ‘of Siam (as one of their
great counsellors told Ourﬁtprxests in-the year- 1583)
came out of & great city whxch was in-the desérts of
Cambodia -(of whose Fuin¥ ‘and’ vest:gés there“:‘“_i‘e
witnesses now), and «that thése same meri. brought the

= ‘
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law which.i_s in gtriet-observance up to .the present
dyitliat the first legislator had beef the first
King of bodw who, after having married and
had a large family, retired to the said deserts to lead
the life of a solitary hermit,—who, having reached the
highest summit of perfection, gave a law to his sub-
jects, that they might live in justice and rectitude; and
this is that which the founders brought to Siam.
This law (he said) contains six precepts, which

are—the first, to adore and honour their God, His
word, and those who imitate His virtue; the second,
to kill neither man nor animal; the third, not to
steal; the fourth, not to lie; the fifth, not to commit
adultery; the sixth, not to drink any intoxicating
liquor. For the observance of this law, preaching
is continued among the talapoys (who are their
priests). These priests are so numerous, that at
that time they reckoned more than a hundred thou-
sand in the city and its environs; which not only is
not contradicted by Spaniards of the present time
who have been in Siam, but it appears to them that
the multitude is now much greater. All these are
ranked in three different classes of religion: one,
whose profession is the solitary hermit life, each man
living separately in his hermitage; another, of those
who live in commumty, and, at the sound of a bell;-
at the same hours, attend in numbers to sing, recite,
and pray, These men live as by the providence of
God ; since, every morning, the whole community issue
forth with: great modesty and outward composure,
and,: 'going 'all round the city, without Speaking a
word:or begging, receive such alms as people choose
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to give them, of eatable. things, which they place in
little baskets they carry for that purpossigaedl, having
received what they need for that &ay‘ﬁ%eat, they
return to-their convents without taking more.-

_The third religion is that of the masters and
legislators, whom they call Brakmins, who' also live
in- community, but with greater grandeur, opulence,
and ostentation. They hold the pulpits and pro-
fessorships as masters of the law; they teach the
people, visit the sick, and attend their death-beds,
like ministers of Lucifer; they are the curates or
chaplains of the ships of war, as also counsellors for
any- stratagem or military arbitration. From all
which they not only derive great profit, but assume
a very ostentatious bearing, which they show in their
walk and conversation.

Among all these there is in the city one chief
talapoy, whom they call the Sancrat, and he is like
the pope of that nation. They all serve him on
their knees, and pay him adoration; and he shows
deference to none, not gven to the King himself.
He nominates bishops, and performs other acts of
supreme dignity; and :the bishops fulfil his orders,
in their way, with all solemnity.: and this is the sect
which most agrees with Christianity, in articles of
faith and religious observance. Their ‘temples are
more than a thousand;within and without the: city,
besides being of great beauty and grandeur, with
curious fagades of first-rate: work, and with a variety
of towers, pyramids, and, pillars, of great height;
which, although all is ‘made’ of wood on' account of
the earthquakes of the country, mske a pleasant
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variety to the sight,-by. their gilded sculpture and

colouringy g dn. the: interior are so many idols and

ornamentsQn’ théir altars, that they cannot be num-

bered: for all are at liberty to make gods of the

material and size they can best afford, and of the-
form suited to their need; but all are equally gilded;

and in building and adorning: temples and idols they

spend their wealth with great satisfaction. They

believe in one God—in heaven, hell, good and evil

angels, and that men may attain to the perfectionsof
God by means of various transmigrations from animal

to animal; but all this belief is with such strange

modes of interpretation, that if at any time they had

the light of the true faith (as some are of opinion),

they now see only the shadows of what it once was.

And there is no human power to draw them from

such error; for, denying reason, with which the Chris-

tians endeavour to argue with them, they maintain

their blind obstinacy to this day.

They are very moderate. in their eating and
clothing, much disposed t¢ mercy and pity; they
give themselves much to letters, especially to astro-
logy, on account of their great appetite for divi-
nation. , 4

Their features and figures are not ill-looking; but
the women of Pegu are more beautiful, and fairer.
The temperature of the climate of Siam is. that of
the Philippines, with little variation; and in the
mtelhgegce and genius. of t.he people there is great
similaritys. -

‘Tn,the territory qn dlstmct of the Portuguese, there-
areitwo_churches, or-ministries: of doetrine, ‘of that .
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nation; ,one of Dominican priests, and the other of
the Company of Jesus.. Here our priesjgshad their
church in the year 1583; but it was aftepwards lost;
s now also there is to be seen a deserted hermitage
belonging to the Religiosos Calzados of St. Augus-
tine.

There is a blshop of the F rench natlon, in their
own district, which is named Bamplahet, who is
also Vicar Apostolic of the Kingdom of Siam. In
this district is the celebrated Seminary of French
Clerical Fathers, with spiritual administration. Near
it are the three colleges of grammar, philosophy, and
theology, each with its master and rector; and here
are found the Seminarists, who live in community
and in great order, who belong to the various nations,
and who assemble there. This Seminary has its
origin from that of the Propaganda of Paris, where
is formed a great savings’ bank of all the wealth and
patrimonies of the clerical gentlemen who are dis-
posed to- come to preach the faith in East India,
China, Japan, Cochin China, Cambodia, and Tonquin;
by the products of which they are supported, as
these in the Seminary.of Siam: so that the King of
France contributes some . stipepd to the bishop, and
his maintenance; and sll the remaining expenses of
the Seminary pass on account to. the Semmaryt of
Paris. Lo
This Seminary is héld in.such veneration by tlns
people, the grandees, and the King himself, that
it enjoys all ecclesiastical immunities as if it were in
Europe; in such sort that, without first giving
notice to the bishop, -and without his special licence,
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no one can enter his- district, not even the Strony
Arm, whoda the lord chief-justice of the King; who
is so jealous of the honour of all our priests in
common, that there is no example of the secular
arm entering their districts or dependencies. It is
the same King who entreats the King of France that
a bishop of his nation may not be wanting, because
he says that he ensures his kingdom through him,
and in his grave affairs he employs him as his chief
counsellor.

The employment of these apostolic men is to take
charge in their district of the whole spiritual ad-
ministration of all the Christians who live in it.
They also go, with the title of physicians, into the
Louses of the infidels in the city, and, under the
pretext of curing the innocent children who are
about to die, give them the water of holy baptism, as
if it were some great bodily medicine; and it is
observed that among thousands of these baptized
children, it is very rarely that any one has been
known to survive, because they only give baptism to
those who have one or two little black marks on the
sccond joint of the middle fingers, which the most
high providence of God generally places as infallible
signs that they are very soon to die.

The Siamese who have not much wealth are also
accustomed to take their dying sick into the field,
and throwing them down, there leave them to die.
For the practice of mercy these reverend Semi-
narists, in such extreme need, have built in the
same field a hospital, where they go every day te
receive these dying persons with great charity and

VOL. 11, 5 I e
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solicitude, and attend them and take care of them as
long as the illness lasts, during which.many have
obtained the blessing of conversion. These Semi-
narists have three other ministers without the city,
in Mergui, Tenasserim, and Cantabun.* .

In the year 1590, the King of Cambodia sent a
mission to the Governor of the Philippines, requesting
his assistance in the war against the Siamese. This
application was repeated with some success in 1629,
when shipwrights were shipped from Manila, by the
governor, to instruct the Cambodians; the Siamese
having, in consequence of outrages committed by the
Spaniards in Siam, demanded and been refused
redress. Spanish influence was therefore enlisted on
the Cambodian side. In 1714, commissioners from
the Governor of the Philippines were despatched to
Siam for the purpose of establishing commercial rela-
tions, and obtaining permission to build a Spanish
factory. Matters were in process of satisfactory
adjustment, when news reached the Court of Siam
that a Siamese vessel and crew had been ill-treated
in Manila by the Spaniards. This untoward event
frustrated the purpose of the, Mission, and, as far as
I can learn, no attempts to renew negotiations have
since been made. ' .

I have discovered & very curious narrative of the
Spanish Mission to Siam at the beginning of the last
century, of which I give-a verbal translation, repre-

* Cronicas de la Apoatohca ‘Provincia de San Gregoﬂo  Manila,
1738, Pat i., cap..xxi,, po 667—6;3 : :
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senting something of the strange and quaint style of
the original,. It would be difficult to find a more
amusing contrast than the ostentatious and glowing
description of the reception of the Embassy, and the

short paragraph which records the miserable failure
of the whole.

Account of the Embassy of the King of Spain to Siam.

[Translated from the rsth volume of the Historia General de las
Filipinas, part ix., chap. x., p. 240—266.]

1. To distrust oneself and to be attentive to the
counsel (of others) is the evidence of a noble mind;
but it is a proof of weakness to suppose there exists a
capacity for every purpose. Desires become circum-
spect with our hesitation in acknowledging error.
There is nothing like fearing danger and preventing
it; but presumption may take other forms, and every-
thing be perverted. Mindful of noisy and magnificent
projects, our Governor Don Fernando, less circumspect
in his laborious and dependent governmnent, indefi-
nitely extended his limits on the strength of such
presumptions. He resolved and commanded that an
ambassador should hasten to the kingdom of Siam;
and, qualified and invested with this character, the
captain of his guard, Don Gregorio Bustamente
Bustillo, his nephew, prepared two ships, bearing
the names of the Capitana and the Almiranta—the
former Our Lady of Carmen, and the latter Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph—in charge of the General Don
Benito Carrasco Paniagua, and of the Admiral Don
Andres Garcia Hernandez. The motive of this

I2
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Embassy was to establish with that King (of Siam)
and this new kingdom of Castile, and the-Philippine
Isles and their wealthy commerce, a friendly peace,
which was offered to them on the part of our King
Philip the Fifth.

2. He drew up instructions for establishing har-
mony and intercourse between the ambassador and
the general, in order that matters might be executed
in a manner suitable to the character of an ambas-
sador, as the direct representative of so sovereign a
King as H.M. of Spain; and that it should be with
the greater distinction, as it had been customary
with the ambassadors of the King of France; and
that they should even try to augment such honours
for the better union of the two kingdoms, giving it
to be understood, immediately on their Teaching the
port, that they were conveying costly presents for the
said King, showing becoming attention to the man-
darin who should be charged with receiving them:
that, having arrived at the port of Siam, they were
all to be subject to the orders of the ambassador
until the commission should be completed, conferring
on whatever might happen with the general, for the
greater security, and substituting, in case of accident
(to the ambassador), General Carrasco.

3. That they should thoroughly study the eus-
toms of the kingdom, in order to arrange the cere-
monial with all prudence, using especial caution in
everything, gaining information -from Spaniards, or
from other Europeans. And it would be well that they
should hold courteous iptercourse with the Dutch,
especially with the chief men, or officials, in order
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thoroughly to penetrate into the customs of the
country; and as, in any circumstance, though slight,
good opportunities are apt to be lost, they should
confer upon this with some French missionaries, who
might, with greater ingenuity, inform them of the
most suitable means of obtaining the desired corre-
spondence: that, in the same manner, they should
place themselves in communication, on the road from
the port to the Court, with some minister of the
King, to ensure a good reception, and the authority
with which the Embassy was to be entertained, the
general accompanying him for the greater conve-
nience; and that in every case he should urge, as
much as possible, that the King of Siam himself
should receive and distinguish him, so that (his mis-
sion fulfilled) he might speedily return.

4. The two ships reached the kingdom of Siam
on the 4th of April, 1718; and General Carrasco
despatched the Captain Don Miguel de Jauregui to
the city of Siam, with letters to his Excellency Sefior
Barcalan,* as minister of that kingdom, announcing
to him his arrival at the bar of that river, in which
he had anchored with his Capitana and Almiranta
for the purpose of conveying the person of the most
illustrious Sefior Don Gregorio de Bustamente, who
bore an embassy to the most high and powerful
King of Siam, in the name of the King of Spain, upon
subjects important to both their Majesties, for which
he requested an.immediate interview with the Royal

The title is here mistaken for the name of the minister for foreign



118 DIPLOMATIC AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS.

person: that, coming for so high an object, with
the ships and persons in his charge, and sea-pro-
visions, he entreated his Excellency to arrange the
manner in which the said ambassador was to he
received, conformably with the character of those
who in Europe were despatched to kings; and that
his ships might remain in the position in which they
were, without anything being done in them to the
prejudice of his Catholic Majesty. He did not doubt
that the orders would be given in accordance with
his representations.

5. He also despatched letters to the Lord Bishop
of Sabola, Don Luis de Site, Vicar Apostolic of
the Kingdom of Japan; to the Rector of the Com-
pany of Jesus; to the Vicar. of Saint Domingo; and
to M. Rene, to whom he gave notice of his arrival,
and how he was conveying an ambassador to their
shores. And in order that all might be happily
fulfilled, he entrcated them to assist in the success of
the Embassy, and to inform him of the customs of the
kingdom. On the 13th day, the messenger Jauregui
brought back the answers; and that of the Barcalan
was, to send a deputy to make particular inquiries
from whom he came, and abowt the people and the
provisions of the ships; which he did.

6. They also received answering letters from the
Father Rector of the Company, from which they
determined that the Admiral Don Andres should
go to the city with a letter for the Father Rector him-
self; acknowledging in it the satisfaction given by
his careful advice, that in that kingdom there were
many malignant Europesns, and that- by sigis *he
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could hold private intercourse with Don Guillermo
Dant. He begged his Reverence to inform him what
should be done in order to ensure success, and to
make as much éclat as possible. After this letter
was despatched, a mandarin arrived at the Capi-
tana, sent by the King, with two Portuguese inter-
preters,—one Don Guillermo Dant, the other Don
Juan de Sequeria (Sequeira). They saluted the
ambassador in the name of the King of Siam, who
(they said) wished to know if the letter which he
brought was direct from the King of Spain, or from
the Governor of the DPhilippines; to which he an-
swered that they came from the Governor of the
Philippines, who, in virtue of various Royal grants,
held the power to send such an embassy in the name
of the King, his master; and that such a letter, in
virtue of such grants, had the same force as if the
King had signed it himself, and so the Embassy was
in his Royal name: which answer they interpreted,
and wrote down in their own character. ‘

7. The Admiral Don Andres returned to the
Capitana, and said that the Father Rector had
communicated with him, and opened various ways
by which he could visit different persons who could
co-operate in forwarding the objects of the Embassy;
that the Barcalan would not listen to him, and
advised him to return to the port, where they would
make known to him the orders. The mandarin
returned with the interpreters. They saluted the
ambassador in the name of their King and of the
Barcalan, and discussed and explained the question
of whether the Embassy were from the King or from



120  DIPLOMATIC AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS.

the Governor; and being answered as before, they
said it was the custom of the country that all ships
should deposit their cannon and ammunition on land,
and that to convey them to the capital would be
inexcusable. The gencral said that the present
Embassy held other relations, being from such a
sovereign as the Catholic King; and that so he
should grant them a passport without taking notice of
his armament, and that he should make it known to
his Majesty the King of Siam and the Lord Barcalan.
And the determination was, that they should not
proceed without depositing their arms, according to
their immemorial custom, in which no remission was
possible; and to that the ambassadors of France,
Portugal, Persia, Japan, and China had submitted;
by which he was satisfied, as before.

8. This contest detained the Embassy, the Sia-
mese being resolved to preserve their laws; and
thinking that the establishment of an amicable peace
would not be agreed upon if the customs of their
kingdom were disturbed, it was intimated to them,
on the part of the King, that in complaisance to our
great monarch, the King of Siam condescended to
allow the artillery to be landed, keeping back the
ammunition: and, after some altercations, it was
agreed on both sides that the guns of eight andsten
pounds calibre should be landed, keeping the re-
‘mainder, with the ammunition, for the defence of
the ships. Upon this they entered the river, and
there the ceremonial was. arranged, in which there
were not wanting difficulties, which were honour-
ably overcome; besides many others created by the
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Portuguese, in spite of our bringing from their King
direct and sealed letters; omitting to relate the form
observed towards the messenger of the King of
France at his reception; for to bear the French
name was hateful in that kingdom since the revolt
that these had made, for which reason it was a crime
to mention them.

9. On the 22nd of May, the day fixed for the
landing and entrance into the city, at five o’clock in
the morning they began to send down vessels to the
number of more than a hundred; and in the prin-
cipal ones were different persons, who went on board
the Capitana. Then followed those of state, which
were six in number, onc of them new, and just
launched, for the ambassador, with curtains of cloth
of gold, the awning covered with fine scarlet cloth
ornamented with fringes of gold and silk; the seats
with carpets, and two cushions of Persian cloth of
gold; the rowers, more than thirty in numnber, with
liveries, according to the custom of the kingdom.
Another ‘separate bark contained the letter for the
King, with four mandarins in charge of it; and the
four remaining were for the presents and the persons
accompanying them, with others for the halberdiers
and soldiers. The letter was placed in a box of
more than a tierce in length and a span in height,
ornamented with silver, and in it a casket of beau-
tiful gold filigree, from which the ambassador took
it, and placed it in a purse of smooth satin richly
embroidered with scarlet..

‘10. So the general took it to the bark which was
waiting, and they laid it on a prepared and gilded
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throne, in order that all the speotators, who were
innumerable, might make the customary acknow-
ledgments. The ships, which were much decorated,
fired their salutes on the landing of the ambassador,
who proceeded, with all his train, to the’ city, taking
with him the royal ensign (officer), who hoisted
.our royal standard, with the royal arms, and those
of the City of Manila. On arriving at the College of
the Company, its bells chimed; the Dutch Factory
fired a salute of twenty-one guns, and displayed
their banners. They reached one of the city gates,
at which were stationed the King’s guards, and
eleven horses richly caparisoned, and a gilded frame,
in which the letter was placed, which four mandarins
bore on their shoulders. The ambassador mounted
and rode to the Royal Court, in the principal hall of
which stood a squadron of infantry, who made way
for him: he dismounted at the door, and there the
Barcalan, accompanied by mandarins, received him
with much courtesy. The ambassador and his com-
panions entered the Royal Court with their’shoes on,
while many Portuguese, English, and Dutch were
without them. The ambassador having taken a seat,
the royal musicans began tq.play on a variety of
instruments; they distinguished the ambassador: by
one (Buceta de buys?), which was of gold, .thessign
‘of a mandarin of the first class. The music ceasing,
the Barcalan saluted the ambassador through inter-
preters in the name of his King, bidding him wel-
come to that kingdom: he inquired after the health
of his most Serene Highgess, our Catholic Monarch,
and that of the marshal governor; to which the
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ambassador replied with agreeable expressions, and
the Barcalan likewise. - ‘

11. These ceremonies being ended, General Car-
rasco took the purse which was in the golden casket
in which was the letter. The Barcalan rose from
his seat, with the rest of the mandarins, and received
it, kissed it, and, with profound acknowledgments,
placed it on his head. He also received the boxes
in which were the presents, and they were seen
locked up in the same hall. The ambassador
departed, and was conducted to the palace of the
most excellent Sefior Oyasinorat, in which he had
prepared a great banquet, with such variety of food
“that there were more than two hundred dishes; and
it lasted from twelve o’clock till three in the after-
noon. The dinner-service which the ambassador
used was of gold, belonging to the King himself,
which must have been worth two hundred and
eighty thousand dollars ; and that used at the
second table was of silver. There was another
banquet at night, no less splendid, which lasted
until daybreak. The whole palace was richly orna-
mented, but particularly the ambassador’s cham-
ber, with cloth of gold tapestries, and covered with
rich carpets; the bed was magnificent; and the gene-
ral and the other gentlemen who accompanied Him
were lodged in proportion. The hall in which visits
were received was hung with tapestry and with a
canopy. The infantry and the halberdiers were
lodged in quarters in the small square of the same
palace. The King of Siam wished to supply these
with & monthly sum of money, and to maintain them
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at his own cost; but the ambassador only permitted
the daily allowance, which continued all the time
that they were in Siam—a favonr which had not
been granted to other ambassadors.

12. On the 23rd of May, about eight o’clock in the
morning, there arrived at the ambassador’s palace
two mandarins of the first class on two elephants,
with more than forty guards each. They were
favourites of the King, and in his name bade the
ambassador welcome; and they were sent to know
whether, in the palace in which he was lodged, any-
thing were wanting in the service or the adornments
suitable to the rank of his person. The ambassador
gave a gracious reply, and informed them that all
was perfect, as arranged aecording to the order of so
powerful a lord as the great King of Siam. They
came also to know the day on which he wished to
deliver the letter; and it was agreed on both sides
that it should be on the 8th of June, that there might
be sufficient time for preparations. On this day, a
great number of mandarins assembled at this palace,
to whom was delivered a special letter for the Sove-
reign, which they received with much pomp; and
the ambassador proceeded, with a splendid train,
through the strects of the city. He went to the
howse of the Lord Barcalan, who returned to him the
letter for the King, which was transcribed in the
idiom of the country, in order that he might deliver
it himself on the day of the embassy; and having
received it with much ostentation, he returned to his
palace, accompanied by mandarins and guards whcre
grand refreshments were served. :
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13. This affair was delayed on account of various
difficulties in complying with the ceremonials of
the kingdom, and they were properly overcome. On
the 22nd of June, at five o’clock in the morning, the
King’s guards assembled in the hall of his palace,
and in the adjoining street, composed of archers,
fusiliers, and lancers, and that of the elephants; a
suitable number of horses, adorned, especially the
one prepared for the ambassador: and in the same
manner came great mandarins and Portuguese. At
six o’clock, the ambassador issued from his private
room into the hall, and gave orders to start, the
standard of our royal arms going in front. He
mounted on horseback, and, with a great noise of
trumpets and drums, they proceeded to one of the
gates of the city, where he embarked; and going up
the river, they reached the gates of the Royal Palace,
in which were an innumerable company of mandarins
to receive him.

14. He entered the first hall, in which were many
elephants of war; in the second hall, many squadrons
of archers and soldicrs; a still greater number of
arquebusiers in the third hall. He passed through a
great many halls, in which there were many man-
darins, who prostrated themselves in token of respect;
and the ensign, elevating the royal standard, pafled
the rest of the train who accompanied him. The
ambassador took the letter from the frame, and began
to mount a carpeted staircase, where the Barcalan
and the generalissimo of arms received him. He’
entered here, and in rather more than an hour came
out with a flame-coloured field-coat with flowers of
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gold—a badge which confers nobility on those who
receive it at the hands of the King. He immediately
delivered his despatches to the King, in the same
manner and place in which was delivered that of the
Most Christian King of France, and in which he
receives the King of Cambodia when he makes his
visit in person. The ambassador saluted his Majesty
in the European manner, with his hat, and his short
sword placed on one side, and with shoes faced with
a kind of embroidery, and with heel-pieces. His seat
was at a distance of six cubits from the throne, with
six carpets, the Barcalan and the generalissimo of
arms being without any.

15. In this order the ambassador addressed the
King, and discussed the affairs of his embassy, which
met with success. This being ended, the King com-
manded his prime minister to show them the white
elephant, and the one with short tusks, which those
of the train saw; and the service in which they eat
and drink, which are large vessels or mangers of
gold, and their tusks were enclosed at intervals with
this metal; and of the same were the chains which
confined them in their separate apartments, and a
rich and large pavilion for their accommodation.
From thence they took them to see the State horses,
wih were adorned, some with pearls, others with
diamonds, others with emeralds and rubies; and the
reins were thick cords of gold of exquisite workman-
ship, every one admiring the wealth displayed. They
saw the artillery, which was in one of the divisions-of
the palace, containing in it bronze cannens. of forty
pounds. About eleven o’'¢lock in the day, the ambas-
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sador embarked with all his train, and returned to
his palace, in which he found a splendid banquet pre- .
pared by the King’s command. The covers were
of silver and gold, in such abundance that the admi-
ration was universal; the royal pages serving them
with an exquisite variety of dclicacies; which lasted
until five in the evening. The servants departed with
presents of jewels; and to a great number of Siamese °
who had assembled to see so solemn a ceremony, the
ambassadors threw a quantity of silver money.

16. The letter to the King of Siam was as fol-
lows :—* Most high and powerful King of Siam,—
The most high and sovereign Royal Majesty of the
Catholic King, Don Philip the Fifth, King of Spain,
whose living representation and might has been gra-
ciously conferred upen me, of his royal magnificence,
places my loyalty under obligation to the most punc-
tual fulfilment of his royal commands; and it being
s0, to maintain an amicable intercourse with the sur-
rounding Kings. In order that this may be accom-
plished with the dominions of your Majesty, and that
the subjects both of the one and the other may derive
the benefits that their commerce offers, may enjoy
the liberty which on my part I offer, and that, going
on to greater progress, they may make manifest the
glory of their sovereigns, I have determined, ir#the
royal name of the King my master, to send to those
kingdoms the captain of my guards, Don Gregorio
Bustamente Bustillo, my nephew, with the credence
and rank of ambassador to your Majesty, that. he
may signify the same by word, and that he may
acknowledge my obligation and special affection; as
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the proper charge of his embassy; so, that he may
secure to your Majesty the efficacious desires that
may assist me in maintaining with your Majesty the
most firm, intimate, and sincere union, which corre-
sponds with the royal gratitude of the Catholic King,
my master, by which means the good effects will be
accomplished which the royal will of your Majesty
"and your greater pleasure intend; which the ambas-
sador will manifest with lively expressions, and with
a display of what the country produces; whose person
will be attended with the courtesy due to his office,
and to that which the benignity of your Majesty
promises, for whom I desire the highest felicity.”

17. The presents for the King consisted of one
diamond ornament, of the value of two thousand
dollars; another of the same, worth one thousand
dollars; a third, of the same value; one with seventy-
two cmeralds, some large and some small; another
with a hundred and cighty emeralds of all sizes; an
emerald ring in the shape of a heart; another like a
rosé of seven emeralds; a plume of fifty, two of them
large; another of small emeralds, cighty in number,
and two calabashes of the same; three chains of gold,
of fourfold splendour; a small gold chain in a stick;
six ornamented rings; a tray of enamelled silver,
rather less than a yard in length; four saucers of
enamelled silver; one small enamelled drinking-vessel,
with a cover; four small boxes of filigree silver;
twelve small silver plates;:a large salver, and a foun-
tain, made of silver; a salt-cellar, and a silver perfum-
ing vase; a silver shell in the shape of an eagle, for
shaving; a silver salver, with its vases; a platter,
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with its little ﬁhdree cup; & case made of shell,
ornamented with, silver -filigree and with Barcelona
stones; a large sdver fountain, two saucers, two little
cups, a large sﬂver salver, and a fountain of the
same; . Six little _dishes, three saucers, five bows
with golden nails; six chocolate-cups set in filigree
silver;, two small vessels of catbalonga; two small
vessels ornamented in silver with the arms of the
governor; a small vessel of boxwood flowered with
gold; a pavilion of yellow damask, with fringes and
endless ornaments; five picces of damask for another
pavilion, and two other pieces besides; six fine mats;
worked and embroidered with scarlet silk, with orna-
ments of the same; two flasks of powder; six tibots
of prepared chocolate; a small case with six boxes of
sweetmeats; a little pot of reeds, with sweet-scented
pastiles; a large earthen jar of tomato sweetmeat;
a jar of Mani sweetmeats; two jars of marquesotes,
two of small biscuits, two of coriander sweetmeats;
twelve jugs, with salvers and bowls, and other trin-
kets, from Guadalajara; two hundred seeds of catbo-
logan; six coach-horses for use; twoexcellent street-
horsed, with embroidered trappings; two others for
carriages; two hundred and fifty measures of sul-
phur, a musket of three pieces, and a pair of pistols
ornamented with silver. ®
18, The King of Siam gave other presents in
return for our King and master, Don Philip the Fifth;
which consisted of four pieces of cloth, one silvered,
of, forty-four. varas;. another blue, of forty-one; an-
other_wplet, of thlrty nine; another black, of- forty-

0;:three pieces of velvet, violet, crimson, and light
VoL 1, K
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green; three pieces of satin of gald, from China;
twenty-three pieces of merchandise, from Persia,
Surat, and Bengsal; thirty-six pieces of chitas, and
four sarazas, being cotton prints; fifty small veils;
four hundred and seventeen china plates, large and
small; three hundred and twenty-five china cups;
forty-three little lacquer boxes and trays; a copper
candlestick, with silver inlaid work; six small basins,
and a water-jug, of inlaid copper. The Barcalan
replied in the name of his King to the governor’s
letter, as was due to him, by the order of the King,
his master; informing him that the ambassador had
-arrived with his lordship’s letter, and how, as he
represented the royal person of the most high and
powerful King of Spain, it caused no little joy to
his Majesty of Siam, as he proved in the singular
demonstrations of his sovereign liberality in public
audiences; how, also, his most Serene Highness,
the brother of his Majesty, signified by demonstra-
tions, his singular pleasure: that the King, his
master, greatly praised the thought of his Majesty of
Spain, one of the most powerful princes of Europe,
in directing his lordship to send this Embassy; saying
that it suited a pringe of great wisdom and intelli-
gence; and he esteemed the design and desire of the
Majesty of the King of Spain in the more special
negotiations contained ip the letter that his lordship
had written, of which the King was fully informed,
and answered with signs of cordial friendship; and
that to his lordship belonged the means that might
lead to the preservation of the good undersissding
between both Crowns.
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19. The capijulations were reduced to these articles
of peace, friendship, and Tmutual commerce; and land
was granted for the building a factory on the shores
of the river, in which our ships might easily anchor;
and it is that which was formerly called Japan Plain,
and is now called Our Lady of Soto, and is seventy-
four fathoms in length and in width towards the east,
and a hundred from the river. And Don Benito
Carrasco took possession of it in the name of his Ca-
tholic Majesty, and the standard with the royal arms
was raised in token of possession, so that they might
build as was most convenient. It was also agreed,
as in Siam ships and galleons are built conveniently),
that if the Spaniards wished to build them, timber
should be prepared for them of teak, which is the
kind found in the kingdom, at the usual price, as
also the iron necessary for building them; and also
that they should pay the officials for carpenters,
sawyers, and caulkers. That if the place assigned
should not appear sufficient for such manufactures,
and the person who should come in charge should
wish for another, one more convenient would be con-
ceded, besides that assigned.

20. That the money which the ships should bring
from Manila for trading, say twenty or thirty or
forty thousand dollars, they should be able to exchange
with the officials of Kang, the superior of the factory
being bound to a manifestation of all on every voyage;
and if any one should trade secretly, notice should
be given to the governor of the factory, that he might
puisish him according to the fault: and he should
be bpuaid to give notice in Manila a3 to the merehan-

K 2
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dise of that kingdom which might find a value in
:Manila and New Spain. _And it was agreed that any
persons might buy whatever they pleased, excepting
saltpetre and ivory, which belonged to the Royal Kang;
and if any one wished to buy these two articles, he
should give notice to the Barcalan, and he could
supply him with them by his licence. Only the expor-
tation of the skins of cows and goats, and of calain
(tin), was forbidden, bedause the Dutch had asked
for these two things for themselves when they erected
their factory, and his Majesty had granted them to
them. That the official merchants of Siam who
*should go to Manila in their ships should not be
obliged to pay taxes on entering and leaving, as those
from Manila were to be exempt from them in Siam,
as was conformable to the Royal fiiendship. The
articles were approved by the ambassador and the
general, as granted and agreed to by his Majesty the
King of S, that they should be mutually obseryed,
and in case of infraction should not be binding on the
innocent party. -

21. All being so arranged, the ambassador took leave
of the King, who granted him a public audience, and
received him in the same manner as at the first, being
in conference with his Majesty, through the jinter-
preter, for nearly an hour. He came out with angther
dress, which showed sha} his Majesty had made him a
grandee of that kingdom: others of cloth were given
to those of his train; and the Lord Barcalan, by the
order of the King, offered and pressed.the ambas-
sador to accept :fifty thousand .-dellsrs, which he
refused, but with grateful. acknowledgments.  They
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also gave him permission. to go and see the great
pagoda, which is the most celebrated in this king-
dom, and was permitted only to the ambassador of
the King of France. This stands within the King's
Palace, carefully walled up. They saw, in the first
portico, twelve figures of alabaster, sent by the King
of* France; as also a bull and a deer moulded in
bronze,.of the actual size, all in the said portico, and
surrounded by various pyramids of immense bulk,
with large balls of crystal on their tops, and at
intervals many idols arranged, of gilded bronze.
And within was the principal nave, covered with Per-
sian carpets; and in the two collaterals were a great
number of ministers of the law (bonzes), clothed in
yellow: and on surveying the whole, they admired its
grandeur. The principal idol was all of wrought
gold, valued at three millions and a half (of dollars),
containing in it many diamonds, rubies, emeralds,
and other precious stones. The remaining idols were
of silver, and much jewellery was contained in them.
There were two urns of gold and crystal, a yard high,
a present from the King of France; with magic lan-
terns and other trinkets, gifts from different Kings of
India. Large octagonal columns supported it, gilded
to the summit. They were convinced that no other
in the world could equal it in grandeur.

32. The King of Siam held festivities of three
days for the ambassador, “with a play and other
diversions only seen on such occasions, during which
there were splendid banquets; and the ambassador
liberally responded to all, considering that all' was
done in-deference to. his Catholic Majesty. Having
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made in the capital of Siam a general proclamation
that all the mandarins, on pain of ‘death, should
attend at the embarkation of the ambassador for his
return to the Philippines,—as was done, the con-
course being numerous, with the guards of the King
himself,—the ambassador left his palace, #nd departed
with all the train, who carried -the frame with the
letter from the King of Siam in reply to that of-the
governor. And at the sound of several instruments
he embarked, sailing down the river, and reached his
ship, on which they embarked, and which the man-
darins also boarded, taking leave in their turn: and
the Capitana and Almiranta left the river to re-
turn to Manila in August, 1718. There came beforc
them, to enter upon the new commerce, a ship of
Siamese, with a letter from the- ambassador for their
proper reception, and that it should be in accordance
with that which he had received, and giving an
account of the capitulations. The Governor of Ma-
nila, then busy with other concerns, paid no attention
to this captain, nor to those who accompanied him;
their treatment was abominable, and for their des-
patches they were obliged to the house assigned, at
which they were vexed. They went to that of
General Carrasco, from whence, by means of inter-
ference with the governor and good offices, they were
able to depart for their'country. After they had
sailed, tlie governor despatched an adjutant, whom
the Siamese would not allow to approach their shores:
the hope only remained to them that they would
return to this city, and commerce be continued, from
thé letters that General Crrasco wrote to the prince
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and prime minister, sending them and despatching
them his commissions. They returned grumbling to
their country; and the result wag the same with the
King and princes. The Spaniards had lost their
credit with that nation, those who had been so ill-
treated hating the nations of Europe and their mean
friendships. One would not know to what so strange
a change in an important engagement could be attri-
buted, if there were not, indeed, some later informa-
tion to the discredit of the marshal.

The history of this, unfortunate adventure occu-
pies nearly seventy pages of the Chronicles of the
Philippines (vol. xiv.). The thirty thousand dollars
advanced by the shareholders were wholly lost. The
total expenditure exseeded ninety thousand dollars.
The final account states that fifteen thousand dollars
were due to the King of Siam and a Spaniard (who
was probably the agent at the Siamese Court); that
six thousand five hundred dollars were to be claimed
from the shareholders, and that there was still a
balance due by the Company of nine thousand five
hundred dollars. But they had to console them-
selves with the honourable reception of their envoy
to Siam, of which I translate the following ac-
count :—

“The Barcalan (Phra Klang) and mandarins hav-
ing been informed of his (the envoy’s) arrival, they
requested to be told, according to the custom of the
kingdom, whether he was bringing presents for their
King. It was necessary to answer that he was, and
the deputy offered a quantity of siguéy (?) and other
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curious things, worth a thousand dollars in all.” The
King, who also ¥mew of his arrival, immediately
despatched several mandarins, strictly*charging them
that, after having complimented him, and offered his
(the King’s) royal protection, they should use such
industry as would tend to the dlSCOVGI'y of his
designs. The messengers acted accordingly, artfully
sounding the mind of our commandant,with sach
skill that even his secret thoughts became trans-
parent; but the envoy explained on all points, and
on each one in particular the true motives of his
coming: on being informed ofewhich, the King laid
aside the suspicions that the concerns and affairs of
foreign Courts always occasioned him; he signified
how much he desired to cultivate a sincere corre-
spondence with the Spanish rfhtion, and ordered a
splendid reception, with the assistance of his chief
council, which consisted of twenty-four grandees of
the Court, and that of innumecrable others of the
second and third classes. He designed for the
conveyance ' of letters and presents beautiful and
graceful ships, of a single piece of wood, and of an
incredible size, tastefully ornamented and gilded in
relief, each pulled by seventy or eighty rowers, with
skill, order, and swiftness, in nothing inferior to
those of Europe. He arranged also that som®# of
his most respectable - ministers should adeompany
him on all those great ceremonies which an expen-
sive policy dictates. .

“With this magnificent pomp, he was conddoted
by the river to the Royal: Palace, using to land the
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presents and letters a frame of exquisite sculpture,
which four mapdarins carvied an their shoulders,
with parasols of crimson damask. From the entrance
of the palace it was placed under the direction of
one of the highest grandees, to whose rank it be-
longed to conduct the ministers and foreign subjects
through the interior parts to the place prescribed
fon, them. He conducted him with the usual cere-
monies to a beautiful and capacious court, in which
were displayed in perfect order two rows of enor-
mous elephants, with costly and brilliant trappings
of gold and jewellery, which, by their robust corpu-
lence, and by the silent gravity with which they
skilfully managed their bulky trunks, filled all with
profound admiration and respect. Two files of
shining infantry folléwed, armed with swords, lances,
shields, and guns: passing through the midst, they
led him into a spacious saloon, covered and orna-
mented with Persian carpets, with large and beau-
tiful mirrors, and with some exquisite lustres.
Here awaited him, in the form of a senate, a noble
assembly of the most distinguished mandarins, and
of some others of an inferior class, seated away from
the carpets, without shoes; each and all displaying
the blazonry and ornaments that the Monarch had
granted them according: to their merits and rank;
whe, - with mysterious presumption and affected
gravity, made so strange a stage respectable, pre-
tending to make the foreign ministers admitted to
their audienges strictly observe the Court cere-
monfal of entering without shoes, stippers; sword,
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stick, or.bat, and’ not placing themselves on any
other seat.than .one.reised from the ground by a
single finger’s breadth. '

¥ Qur deputy considered it a sllght -and. little
suiting the Spanish dignity, to comply with these
absurd formalities, which might tend to the lowering
-of his character, and the idea of his being the repre-
sentative minister of the most august monarch in-ghe
world; wherefore he informed them that, not being
received with attentions suitable to the high rank
with which the Governor of the Philippines had
invested him, he would suspend his commission and
return to Manila without any other answer. : The
King yielded to his representations, and exempted
him from a number of ceremonies, allowihg him
to enter with all his adornments, and to havé’ two
cushions for his seat. ~With so magnificent and
rare a permission, he was admitted to a. public
audience; he saluted the:whole assembly at once in
the European mode, and: they politely responded in
that of their country. He took his scat on the two
cushions, and the assembly placed themselves in an
attitude of expectation; and he joined them in that,
attendant posture, until, at a.signal, appeared a
majestic and elevated throne, and on it the prime
minister, at whose feeti danced some damsels, naked
from the waist upward, and at his back others.shook.
the .air with beautiful fans. The assembly pros-
trated themselves at the first movement:. the deputy.
stood up serenely and :without embarrassmenty:sur:
veying a ‘spectacle so new to. him;. he saluted. ,ﬂ,xq;
minister with - most - polighed..courtesyy: after ithe
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Spanish fashion: - The minister willingly received his
obeisance, ‘and .in- token of his complaisance com-
manded him to bring his cushions nearer; he ac-
cepted the courtesy with precision, and having again
pleasantly saluted him, he asked him, on the part of
his King, if the Catholic monarchs were in perfect
healtli—if their majesties were advanced in years
—if theyhad a numerous and happy issue? The
deputy replied in becoming terms, according to the
last advices from Europe; concluding by saying that
the happy and numerous issue was the object of the
ardent and unceasing prayers of their most faithful
vassals; that Divine Providence delayed it in order
to make it the more happy; that he hoped the
unceasing supplications of the nation would be fa-
vourably heard, preserving the lives of both their
Majesties, that their royal house might reign uninter-
ruptedly through a long course of years.in the
succession of princes who should be the delights of
the Crown. The emotion that the minister plainly
showed at this intelligence was remarkable ; he
.remained sorrowfully silent for a while, and then
resumed his former affability. He inquired for the
health of the most illustrious governor, and the
deputy replied that he enjoyed excellent health and
happiness; and the deputy took leave of the assembly
with ‘much courtesy. ‘
4 After some days, they inquired of him the ages
ahd- the time when our Catholic Sovereigns were:
mirried. * The Deputy satisfied him in writing; and
with this ceremony; which is the most binding in‘the
kingdom; they made an end. of the necessary- forma-
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Hties and’ ctmipluﬁén%s whichk' they practise with the
ainbassadors of foreign: powers. The ‘time afforded
an opportumty for representing his commission to the
prime minister in-public audience: ‘he’ heard it with
pleasure, promising, in the name of the King, that
nothing should be omitted which could contribute to
the prompt execution of his desires, and that on' his
part he would assist to the utmost extent of ‘his
power in promoting his interésts. The deputy ima-
gined that this' very favourable reply was given
rather from an apparent generosity, by which they
try to increase the fame of their public audiences,
than from a mind well disposed to favour petitions;
since it is the greatest policy of the kingdom to deny"
nothing to strangers in their tribunals: they inquire
segretly into their pretensions, and if they find any-
inconvenience in the commlsblon, they invent means
of dismissing them without their being able to see the
minister, the sole mover of all the expedients that are
eniployed in the Court.”

V.—Mzr. Crawfurd's Mission, 1822.

Mr. Crawfurd’s accgunt of lis Mission was pub:
lished in a quarto voliime,* in-1828, and has sinee
been reprinted in a cheaper and. more accessible form.
This interesting work A8 8o generally known’ ‘and’
so easily obtained, that 1 have some scraples in

- ® Journal. of an Embissy ffom the Goversior-Generdl of Tadédi o'
the Courts of Siam and Cochin- C’Mqa, ezhibiting & view.of the: actwal
stato of those Kingdoms. By Johy Crawfurd, F.RS, F‘LS FG»S.
&e.; late-Envoy. London: Golburn,‘is‘zS . ‘
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largely appmpr;atmg its entertsining, and instructive
pages: . but. I shall venture, Jefore I conclude, to
give.a few pas;dges illustrative of Siamese character,
and which, at the same time, will serve to show that
‘the.px_'esent.state of matters in Siam presents many
~an element of hope which did not belong to.the period
of Mr. Crawfurd’s visit. Though my course was not
un.attended with difficulties and embarrassments, they
were much less than those with which my predecessors
had to struggle, and many circumstances independent
of me, or any influence or action of mine, contributed
to my success which were wanting to the earlier
efforts made for the extension of our amicable rela-
tions. with Siam.

The peception of Mr. Crawfurd’s cmRassy was in no
respect flattering. On arrival at Paknam, on the 26th
March, 1822, “we could not,” says Mr. Finlayson,
“fail to remark that the different personages who had
as yet visited us were cither of very low rank, or of
none at all.”* The person of “some rank” who had
been announced did not appear. One of the King's
boats, with small accommodations,. was sent down, on
the 27th March, to convey Mr. Crawfurd to Bangkok.
The people were everywhere civil; and on the 28th, the
John Adam, which had brought the Mission to Siam,
was allowed to proceed up the river to the capital.
On the zgth the letter from the Governor-GeneraI‘Was
dehve,red to an officer appointed