ERRATA SHEET
MUTO

6 November 1947

Def. Doc. 2800 == QOpening Statement

Pi: 3 1 - & lines from bottom, "Evidonce
will be eoffoered," ete., eliminate entire
sentency .,

"Mes 5 - 7 lines from end of first

paragraph, "as h2d been initially planned",
will read, "as Lhe result of cereful study”.

Def. Drgce 2589 ~-- IWLLURO affidavit

Page 2 - paragraph 3, c¢liminate sub-paragraph:
A,B,C,D, and on pece¢ 3, sub-paragraph E,

Page 3 - sub-paragraph F, line 6: these
two sentances will read "Reearding the attituyde
of the Avwy, es to the Tri-Partite luact, 1t was
remer.ally different from the way in which
TANAKA aescribed it".
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Def. Doc. 2589, affidavit of IW.URO, Hideo:

Pege 1, Para. 1, under *ly Career*, Line 7, "SHOW4 (1939); and went ever®"

should reads "SHOWA (1939); mas appointed Colopel in Hareh of th: same year;

and went sver"

Page 1, under "My Career", Line 17, "in the Military affeirs Section”

should read: "in the Military ,dministration Sectien®

Page U, Parae 5 4ey Line 2, "of SHHOWA)e It was dbeeause® should reads

"of SHOW.), ) NOMURAe Jt was because”
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(Revised Page 1 of Def. Dos. 2589, please attach)
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUI'AL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
-yS=-
ARAKI, Sadao, et al
S'/CRN DEPOSITION

Deponent: IWAKURO, Hideo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on ettached sheet and in
accordance with the prozedure followed in my country, I hereby
depose as follows:

l. I, IWAKURO, Hideo, live at No. 789, 2-Chowue, DEIENCHCFU,
OTA-WARD, Tokyo MNetropolis, and am eged 50.

1E¥_ggreer: I wes appointed en infentry sub-lieutenant in December
of the 7th year of TAISHO (1918); was appointed & staff officer

of the Kwantung Army in July of the 7th year of SHOWA (1932) ;

served &t the Army General Staff Office from August of the 1lth year
of SHOWA (1936); was appointed the Chief of the Military Adniinistra-
tion Section of the War Ministry in February of the 1lLth year of!
SHOWA (1939); and weut over to Americe as the officer attached to
the lMilitary Affairs Bureau to assist Ambassador NOMURA. After
returning to Jepan in August of the same year, . served &s the
Commender of an infantry regiment &nd 2s the Chief of the IWALURO
Orgén successively; was appointed Ma jor General in March of the

18th year of SHOWA (1943) and then served as the Chief of the
Generel Affairs Division of the Sumatrs Military Administrstion
Department and s the Chief of the Staff of the 28th Arnmy
suctcessively. At the time of the termination of war, I was

attached to the Army Munitions Department. As mentioned above, I
neld a post in the Military Affairs Section of the Military Affairs
Bureau from August 1938 (the 13th year of SHOWA) to March 1941, so
I have & fair knowledge of diplometic métters, since external
affeirs as they affect tihe national defense ere studied in this

bureau,

2 The Army's opinion on the foreign policies came from the
nationel defense plen, of which the General Staff was in charge.,
Beslides, the Ceneral Staff had the duty to collect and examine
military information end diplometic information connected with it,
and supervised militery attaches. Accordingly, the Army's opinion
on diplomatic policies used to be initiated by the General Staff,
The Military Affairs Bureau was to report the matters transferred
from the General Staff to the Ver Minister asnd to negotiate with
the Foreign Ministry according to the Wer Minister's intention. On
the other hand, when sny matter was proposed by the Foreign Ministry
to the Militery Affairs Bureau, the Militery Affairs Bureau, after
transferring it to the General Staff to ask for its opinion, ob-
tained the Minister's decision on it and mede sa reply to the
Forelgn Office., Such being the case, only a few officers served
at the Military Affeirs Section of the Military Affairs Bureau in
considering diplomatic affairs as they affected national defense,
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3¢« On the Tri-Partite Alliance between Japan, Germany and
Italy, we-

Aq

was communicated to us from the MI11
to the Japanassa “mbassy at Berlin. Ihe then KONOYE
Cabinet resign:d before (ormalily taking up that quesg=-

v
ATTM\ 7

tion and thereafter the HIRANUMA Cabinet was formed.

I remember 1t Was 1n the spring
the formation of the HIRAN mA |
and cons of concluding thie Trs

formally dealt with

Be Those who advocated the Iri-Partite Allliance aimed at
the immodiate Settloment of the China/Incident. At
that tine, although Japan, impatient of the protracted
China Incident, was easen * 1ts prompt settlement
by taking 8very poasihla means, 1t was sbserved that
Amerlica, Englan and tho Sov 53 - bnion, backing up
Chlnﬂ; were supporiins (0 1wi 3 Darslstent atruggle;
Japan, therefore, trie- 3 LTG tne solition of
the Tnecident tarouzhr ths ".iand cti'fices™ cﬁ’(meﬁany.
AS rogards the "good ofices" of Cermany, it was 1a
'act that Japan roou 2d the German Ambassador to
China to mediat I 8 : OC1lations between
Jipan and China 4 thie 12th year of
SEXMA (1937), abe ~me o' the occupatlion of
NaJkin;, 18 we had ar lmpression that Gormany's volce
toward China rpre onsiderably strong.

Ce Before Japan ang Germany came to an agreement on t]
Pros and cons of conciudirg the Iri-Partite Alliance,
the non-aggreussion Pact between Germany and Russig
Wa8 concludad unexpectedly in Angust, 1939 (the 11 th
year of SIIOWA), As A result,; the conclusion ¢ the
alliance dig not come to be realized,

oplnions was
of' makinc the alliance
Union, Germany tried
and defensive alliance against

Soviet Non-~Agpression
the people =2

Accordingly,
the impression among the military circles 283 well as
the gensral public that Germany hag betraved us was
due to the faect that we ecoulg not but doubt what
Germany's true intention was wha

ABeression pact with the Soviost 1.C ‘hom Japan
had desired proteetion through * -Partite Alliance.
In the sStatement made by the HIRANUIA Cabinet on its
resignation, - ; vords "lIntricate ang
enigmatie" 11 ur honest feelin

Germany'
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. second KONOYE Cabinet w
July 1940 (the 15th year of SHOWA), the Japanesoe
German-Italian Tri-Partite Alllance was concluded,
It was generally sald, bhorever, to have hean proposed
oy Foreign llintiztor MATCOORA, the Military Affairs
Bureau having nothing to do with 2t. Therefore, on
being informed off the eonclvsinn of the alliance, we
iIn the Var Winistry woreo surprisad, as the conclusion
of' the pact was out of oun consideration.

F. On January 22, lQHT, Tormar Major General TANAKA
Ryukichi tectified that the lilitary Affatre Furean
sustalined a corcsistont PoLicy aiming at the conclusion
of the Tri.Tavt'ie Pact and of coinstruection of the
Greater East Asia Cc-Prosperity Svhary frou the time
o' tho ABE Cabinet, DBut the atiivuds o' the Army as
o the Tri-lartito Pact 1s as sbovo deserived, and
the testimouv of a2 jor General TAMNAKA 1s reuanariably
different Trom the faet. And it 1es also groundless

to say that +he military sutlioritiss had @stablished

A-pollicy as to the conutruction of the Greater East

A=1ia Co=Prosperity Svhere.,

L. On tho attitude of Dircetor of the bilitary Affailrs Bureay
MUTO toward diplematic problems, -w-

A« It was about the middle of October, 1029 (the Uith
vear of SHOWA) that Major General 111770 arrived at his

POSS a8 the Director of the Military \Pfnatuns tirreau,

Lie~xd from Director MUTO of CIC P.Lpogll Tte

.T
&
-\ '

ement of the China Incidout, lLovoes s
Ave hils views. As hoe had baen on tue
? he was weil L aware of the
ciing the China Incicent.
| _ for Jdapan to settle the
lncident, N nat, for that purrrose, we should
] ) lfl 6 w..th Chiang Kal-shekr instead
“tlluvde as saying "Japan will have
20 ° M dalang Xal-shek®, but also make
the greatasst eonezerel na in the terms of negotiations,
SO as to brin~ 1hoit ngaco between the two nations.
He further insistsd on Avolding a dispute with any
third power.

B. Vhen the German foreces won 1 victory over the British
Army in Dunkirk 4n May, 16L0 (the 1l5th year of SiCWA),
I discussed 1t with MUTO, He 28s5a8rted himzelf, sayin~
"Generally Spoaking, many Japaneze ovorestimate
Germanv's strengths, Nevortheless. tho German Army
wWill nover be abie to irvade G eat Britain aecross tho
Stralts of Dovor. Tha Laglish are surc to rally 4
mentally and materially throuch the 2asistance &ﬁ?
America. It is to be antizipated as a matter of course
that this war will be protracted.”

)
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5. On the attitude of Director of the Military Affalrs
Bureau MUTO toward the Japanese-American negotlations. =---

A. I went over to America in March, 1941 (the 16th year
of SHOWA). It was because the Ambassador asked Vice-
Minister of War ANAMI and Chief of the General Staff
SUGIYAMA to send an assistant and, on the recommenda-
tion of Director MUTO, the Minister sent me.

My main duty was to assist Ambassador NOMURA at largo.
Prior to my visit to America, I made arrangements with
IKAWA Tadao, with a view to restoring promptly the
dirlomatic relations between Japan and America. We
proceeded with private néegotlations on ad justment of
the Japanese-American diplomatic reliatlons wilth
Maryknoll Bishop Walsh, iir. Drought, Secretary-General
of Maryknoll, and others in America. I, accordingly,
prepared a programme of formalizing the negotiations
between the two cocuntrices 2long this line. Prince
KONOYE also expressed himzelf in favor of our nego-
tiations. DMr. TKAWA and 1, after going over to
America, repc.ted this plan to Ambassador NOMURA who
readily agreed with us. So from then on the negotla-
tions on adjusting the Japanese-Amesrican diplomatic
relations were entered into in line with thils plan.

On April 15, 1941, our tentative plan "Draft of the
Understanding between Japan sné America" was unofe-
fi~inliy takon up Ly Ambauvadsr NOMUPA zad Secretvary

of State Hull ard was reported by telegram from the
Embasav at Washington to the Foreign Ministry. At the
same time, I wired War Minister TOJO urging him to give
his support to our proposals. MUTO was very delighted
at this and sent me a teclegram of thanks.

Later, in August, 1941, I was ordered home and re-
+ e M X ' i
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- - - j'lll- T - - '\‘-‘ - - \ % - -
9" S = JAaMman AP T 1 ) ¢ v N : e j Y _w‘;:q

by Dircewor of the dMilitary alyairs dweau MULO that
some of the staff of the Foresign lMinistry were critl-
cizing the presence of outsiders in connection with
affairs of the Foreign Office, such as the cefforts of
Mr. IKAWA and myself in assisting Ambassador NOMURA,
and tnat, accordingly, War Minister TOJO ordered me
to return home in order to get rid of a possible ob-
stacle to further negotiations.

I made a report to the top officials of the War
Ministry after I returned home. I was glad to find
my efforts belng appreciated beyond my expectation.
MUTO especially asked me in varlious ways about the
forecast,.

When I answered, saying, "According to my impression
when I talked with Sceretary of State Hull and Post-
master General Walker, thecre 1o a full possibllility of
bringing the negotiations to a success", he was very
delighted.

After that, I left the War Ministry to be appointed

commander of an infantry regiment. My acqualntances
in the Military Affairs Bureau and the General Staff
Office informed me of the fact that MUTO had made an

effort to the 1last to conclude the negotiations betwecen
Japan and America.
- -
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On this 2nd day of June, 19,7
At Tokyo
DEPONENT IWAKURO Hideo (sesl)

I, HARA Scl1ji, hereby certify that the above statsment was

sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto

in the presence of this witness.,
On the same date
A\t the same place

Witness: (signed) Hara Seiji (seal)

OATH
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole
truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/s/ IWAKURO Hideo (seal)




