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I, ratrick Je Hurley, being first duly sworn, €cloSC and scy:

I was Scerotary of fier for the Usited States in 1931 and was 1in
the Far East ot the time of the Ienchurion Inciceat. _ |
I. hove rcad the statouent made by Generel Minami comxzneing on page 19 334
of the Procecdings for 14 April, 1947, starting with line 23 @8 follows:

#» T think-it was arouhd the middle .of Octobur, 1931 wacnh the United
Stapes Scerctary of war, hiTe Patrick Hurley, suddenly made & call on O
WX« Huriey wos Sceretery of Var in the Hoover Cabinct. H1S pission was to
survey and investigatce conditions in the Thilippines and it wras on hig re-
turn haac to the United Stetes that the Janchurian In_cidont brokc out. On
account of that incident he paid ne this suddcu calle

nit thoat time Mre Jurley said that hie WGS to roturn to the Unitcd

States immadiately ai‘ter caapleting his i nvestigation of conditions in the

Bul* ppinus but that in the ll-ht of thc Mnew situation he was cxcecedingly
dosirous of meeting mc, the war Minister, dircetly to ask me about the in-
cidonte &t that time NMr. Hurlcy cddrcessced 1€ three simple and dircct

quostions:
PR




Dofe Doce # 1784

"First question: How did the Iukuochiao Iucident break out?
"The socond question: How far were the hostilities going to con-

tinue?

"ind the third point was : 1Is Japan going to occupy Manchuriaz 1Is
Manch;r‘ia going to bc rade a protoctorate of Japan or is Menchuria going
to becouie an indcpendent state? That was the third queation,

*With regerd to the first question I replied thet the Lukuochiao
Incident occurrcd as a result of the destructive action by regular troops
of the Chinese Lrmy, and that the Jamnese had taken action in exercisc of
a legitimate right of self-defense for the protection of thicr inturcsts,

*In reply to the second question I said that hostilities had alrcady
begun, but that it was the policy of the Japancse Goverament to do what-_-
ever was in its power to bring ebout & local scttlement of tho incident,
and that it was going to pursue a pt'I:olicy .of noncxtension and nonaggravation.
However, that the .J'aplanose Government was unable to predict how far the hos=-
tilities might be oxtended, it all depcnding on the actions that might be
*taken on the Chinesc side.

"With regurd-to the third question I scid that Japen had never at
ey time conce:l;vcd of the idea of taking Manchuria as her territory or to
meke Manchuria a protectorate of Japen, nor even to assist in the indcpendence
of that country. 4nd finally I seid that this wes tho policy of the Gevern-

went of Japen and that cs a Cabinet llinister I supported this policy.

- 14nd, therofore, with rcgard to the question that was asked of ne avhile

~ago I must say that such:c thing had nevex at any time occurrcd in ny mind at
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that timc. Kr. Hirley well vnderstood my explanation of the situction and *

told nie that it was woothwhile sezang ms hecause he ha2 norrisd out the &

L. : ’
L ]

purpose of his cai: oU ¢ 2nd g2ve we axs photcgrapan w3 a souvchir,

®T fecl then «ha+t 1 har: :ﬂ. tni2wd to you #il: be of some assistance
to you with tegaua v oo e QUegsiog Necauss the remarks vhat T made to Mye
Hurley wers streljnttovwero e aive valch were coua:speni'-- w7ith the situation
as it then existe?,

"Q When dia this conversation wivh iir. Hurley teke place?

*4 I do not rcmembexr the date, but I think it was in the middlc of
Octobor .

I recail meetitrg Gencral Minami arcund the niddle o5t Qctober, 1931
aand addressing him on the noinis quoted above #ra veceiving in reply sub-
stantially the aforesaid apswucrs.

General jdinaui advised re that she podicy of the #ekatsuki Cabinct
was to remain within the principles or tne Nino Fower Pact, to limit the
effect of the ljukdén Incident and tc meintain friendly relations with the
Ieazuc cof Nations.

I also reiember havipg wrescentcd Cercral Minami wath one of my photo-
graphs and rcecceiving one fr v alme

/&7 Patrick T Furley
Subscribed and sw.om o belonu

me at wWwashington, District oF
tolumbia, tiis 7th asy of June.

/S/ waurice Lovs _

Notary Public, D, .
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