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Sworn Deposition

Deponent : SHINA, Etsusaburo
Having first duly sworn an osth as on attached sheet and in accardance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.
I was born in January, 1898. After T was graduated from the law
Department of the Tokyo Imperial University in 1923, Ib joined the Agricultw

and Commerce Ministry. When the Ministry was divided 1ntc: two Departments,

namely the Department of Commerce and Industry and the Department of

Agriculture and Forestry, I serv. in the former ministry. From October,

1933 to lerch 1939, I assumsd &n office, as an official of Manchoukuo, and

was responsible for the execution of verious Policies chiefly with re;ard

to the mining industry. 1In 4pril, 1939, I rcassumed the office in the

Commerce end Ind {ry Ministry. Since then, I filled various posts
successively es the chief of the Fifth Section of the Provisional Price
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coordination Burecau, & collateral burcau of the Ministry of Commerce and

Industry from April, ;939.to June of the same yeer and as the chief of the

General Affairs Section of the General Bureau about three end half months

since July of the same yeaf; as the Director of the General Bureau about

two years since October of the same year, and then I wes appointed the
Vice-Minister of Commerce and Industry in October, 1§h11 |

With reference to the demand and supply condition of rawfrubber of this
country, prior to the outbreak of the Pacific war, 8s I was connected with
the execution . of policies pertaining to this particular industry as the
head of the Fi;th Section of the Provisional Price Coordination Bureﬁu and
also the Diregtor of £ha General Bureau, I am in & ﬁosition tc depose &8
fol}ows on my own responsibility:

The demend for rew rubber in peace time in Jepen wes, according to the
research made somctime ebout 1937, said to be about 60,000 tons. The ratic
of the demand between thz civil and *nc silisary (direct need by the
military) wes roughly 5 to 1 and cut of the privaée demand, about onc third
was essigned for re-cxport TO tha Torciga countries as & Taw material for
the export gooss Or &n export to Manchuria.

On account of, houever, tl rdden Tuan of &n ceute course of decline
of the foreign exchangie condition of Japen after the yeer of the outbreak
of the China Affeirs, and the Jépanesé government 's policy to strengthen
the restriction over every importcd goodé onc after another, the import of
the raw rubber, therefore, also becamec difficult.
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‘Howovor, ° for thet demended by the militery, it wes under such
circumstances that the projected quantity by_the military should prefer-
cncially be -sccured since the China Affairs was in ﬁrogreas.l So alilthe |
shortage in supply had to be supplcmentecd by a restriqtiou on the civil
demand. The actual onforced rate of the constriction in 1938 and in 1939
was about 20 per cont of the private demend in peace time, end in 1940,
it became as much as 50 % of the volume demended by the‘pCOple- Thus

the ratio between tho civil and militery domands becamo 3 versus 1.

Facing such situation, the Jepencse government hed naturelly to exert
every possible effort so as to cconomiz& tho rubbér and-oxecute such pretty
strong policies as the prohibit‘on of use of meteriel in certain kinds,
and the suspension of the manegement for those enterpriscs whose business
efficiency is not bigh, cte. I

In spitc of the fofegoing, the future prospcct was still exceedingly
derk and thoerc ~»rc some among the government suthorities conccrned ‘ho
were fBarful lest . serious preakdown might be resulted from thc cause of
demend and svroly -7 bber alone, should the condition be left untouched.
I recell th." .ouz "o on® mossure wes frequently called for at the govern-
ment meceting.

Such sad plighi was relicved for the time being by the import of a
great deal of raw rubber from Theilsnd and French Indo-Chine from the
summer to the wintcr 1941 vhere we had very little import from these

countrices herctoforc. That is to sey, we hed about 20,000 tons each,
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about 40,000 tons althogether, imported from Theilend and French Indo-China,

and adding those importecd from other countries, it was total;ed about more

thon 70,000 tons. The incrcese thus mede in the import from,Thailand which

was-used to be 2;000/,3,000 tons annually, wes due to the financial agrce-
ment with that country, and the import of 20,000 tons from French Indo-Chine

which had nonc hitherto was because of the Jepen French Indo-China Treaty,

concluded in ey, 1941. I am cwerc of the fact, hovever, that the imports

of rorw rubber based on these two errangements cccompenied no small disad-

vantage in price and some other points, and required exartion on the part

of the finﬁncial authorities in moking thcse arrangements.

On this Lth day of Lugust, 1947
tt SHIINL's office, Ginze 4-Chome, Tokyo.

-

| DEPONENT: SHIIN., ptsusaburo (monogram)

I, SHIOB.RL, mokisaburo, hercby certify that thc ebove stotement wes :

swvorn by the Dcponent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in the

prcsence of this Witness.

On the samc dete

At the same placc

Witness: /S/ SHIOBURL, mokiscburo (monogrem)
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the wacic “ruth

withholding nothing and adding nothing.

; /S/ SHIINL, ®tsusaburo (monogram) !
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