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General Jiro MINAMI

Colonel Gilbert S. Woolworth. Inter orator
Mr. Hugh B. Helnm. Interrogs tor

Lt Commander Frank B. Huggine . Interpreter
Miss Hdna Hickem, Sten ographer

guestions by Col Gilbert S. Woolworth
Mr. Fugh B, Helm

O=2th of Interpreter: Administered by Col Woolworth:

COL WOOLWORTH: Do wvou golemnly ewear, by Almighty God, that

you will truly end accurately internret and
translate from Enslish into Japenege and from
Japenese into En lish, a8 may be required of
you,in thie proceedinge?

- -

Lt Commander Hugging s do.

Generzl, on Au-us L. 1921 w JyOou were Wer Minister
an aadress to the head

v

Yes 2t the var Minizste

TOU delivered
, Aid vou not?

And in the course of that addreecs ou
afmament, did you not?
I did not oppose aaking the Army smeller

attecked the whole idea of 018

L

, out I didg encouragse the
fostering of 2 more concrete structure within the Army alons scienti-
fie lines.

And wvou recommended the mechanization of
that time?

Tes. I advocated cuttin-s down cavalry regimente
them.

the Army, dig you not, at

and mechanizing

N
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R- At the eame time vou attacked the whole idea of disermement which

wac then the subject of world-wide discussion, édid vou not?
' Yy time there was no such »roblem presentinge iteelf. In other

1d not favor or ornose adlsarmament.

_ 8tate in the course of that addreecs
ocated disarmement in Jenan were incdulgine
against the intereste not only of the Army,
well?
I have no recollection of sayling anything of the sort.

will you say th ' t vou did not say any such thing?
Tes, When the War Minister tekes nis office he gets together all
the division commanders. This is » regular ceremony znd tokees

place once a year.
Was this address of vours of Aucust 4, 1931 immediately after vou
took office as War Minister?

Three and one-heslf months after.

wag that the firet meetine you nad with vy Division Commenders?

Yes,

That meeting occurred =hout six weeke before the Mukden incident,
cid it not?
Tes,

After the outhrezk nf the incident vou issued an order, did you not,
calling for reinforcements to be sent from Kwantung lessed terri-
tory into Manchuria?

The government issued the order. The War Minister can not directly
lssue an order which deales with sending soldiere to 2 foreign coun-
try.

Who was the Chief of Steff of the Army at that time?
General KANAYA, Hanzo.

What position did Ceneral HAYASHI, Senjuro occupy at that time?

I am not abeolutely sure, but I believe he w=e Commander in Chief of
the Army in Korea — yes that is right.

Didn't the Cabinet actually object to your ordering reinforcemente
sent into Manchuria?

No they felt that it could not be avoided as the incident hagd already
occurred. This matter was told to the Hmoeror and then the order

wae lissued by the government.
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WAKATSUKI wae Premier at that time, wos he not?
Yes,

And SEIDFEARA was Toreisn Minister?
Yes.
N
And MOUE was Finance Minister?
Yes.

You were zwere 2t that time of the existence 0f the Nine-Power
Treaty, were vou not?
Yes I wee aware of that.

You were sware thezt under th-t Nine-Power Psct Jopzn had pledged
herself to respect the sovereignty, independence, and territorial
and administrative integrity of China, were you not?

Yes 1 wes aware 0f that.

And you were awsre aleco that Japan had signed the Kellogg-Briand
Pact in 1928 pledging not to resort to war as an instrument of
nationzl policy?

Y8 I knew of this pact.

When did vou go out of office &8s Minister of War?
l4 December 192Z1.

Yho became Premier in the next Cabinet?
INUKAI.

And who became Minister of War?

ARAKI .

™

Anéd do you recall who became Chief of Staff?
Prince KANIN.

Prince KANIN waes an clderly man at the time he was made Chief of
Staff, wae he not?

Yee 1 believe he was 68 or 70, somewhere =2rounc there when he took
the post.

While Prince KANIN was Chief of Staff, General MAZAKI, his Vice
Chief of Staff, actuslly made most of the decisions, did he not?
Yes on the whole 1 would say that ie so.

-

-L.-
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W2s General MAZAXI resnonsible for your belngs sent to command the
Kwantungz Army?

At the time that I was named Commander in Chief of the Kwan tung
Army, MAZAKI wae no longer Vice Chief of the Genersl Staff and

had teken the post of Insnector General of Military Education.
The decisions regsarding important posts are generally made in a2
meeting of the Ministers of War, the Chief of St: ff, and the In-
gpector General of Military Education.

f Military Education when you

General MAZAXI was Insvector Genersl o
f the Kwantung Armv, wae he not?

were appointed Commending Genersl o
Tes,

Anc who was Chief of Staff at the time you were sent to command the
Kwantung Army?
Otill Prince KANIN.

And who was Vice Chief of Staff at thet time?

General UEDA. Kenkichi.

And who was Minister of Wer at thet time?
Ceneral HAYASFI.

You were in sympathy with their policy, were you not, when you took
over command of the Kwantung Army?
In a sense, yes, my ideas corresnonded with theirs.

Sometime around the second or third week in September 1931 were you
called to an audience before the Xmperor?
Yer I believe so0.

Were vou admonished bv the Smperor at that time in connection with
the Menchurien incident?
No.

What was the purnose of the audience?
To inform his Majesty about the Manchurian incident.

You later became Governor Genersl of Korea, did vou not?
Yes,

What did you tell hia Majesty about the Manchurian ineicdent?
Simply the story of how the incident occurred: how in guardings the
South Manchurian Railway tracks near Mukden snd in the performance
of their duties, etc.

" -
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‘rom whom did you get your informetion about the Manchurian in-
cicdent?

From Generzal HONJO, Commander in Chief of the Kwantunes Armv.
Had you made any investig  tion vourself, or had one made =g to
that hapnening?

Yes,

What investigotion had vou made or e used to be made?
1.7

we sent one man from Generzl Staff Headauarters to carry out
investigetion. I do not recall who it was.

Wwhen did vou send him?

Although I am not certain of dates, I believe was around 10
September 1931 that I sent Major General gAAVA to Manchuris
to investiszte the incident.

When did you get your renort from him?

Around the 24th or 25th of Sentember. ne relations between the
Jepaneee Army -nd the Manchurian force were r eatedly becoming
dangerous at the time, ond this was the recson that we disvatched
Generzl TATEKAVWA.

-

ou mzde your report to the Emperor before you 20t & renort “rom

™
L
enerel TATTEKAWA T

spoke to him about the report I had received from CGener=zl HONJ Q.

-

r
&
~
I
,
4

Did you ever speak to him about the report vou had fro:
TATEKAWA?
No. Had there been any such report it would have been

, Al P O Co b
t};r' VvViilt Ol Dt_ .._f.
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J10. ener=sl TATEKAWA take command in Manchnuria?

7

No. He was Section Chief of the Generzal Staff.

As ~00n as he arrived in Manchuriz the incident expanded a2 con-
siderable degree, did it not?

It iz not a problem of the incident becomins more intense. MThe
Manchurien incident occurred while he was in Manchuria.

Iou stated previously that you sent General TATTKAWA up to Man-
churia to investicate the Manchurien incident?

He w=s first dispatched to Manchuriz to look into the matter of
relations between the Jeponese 2nd Chinese fTorces there, which
e 1 stated were becoming precarious. That wes the first reacon.
vecondly, while he was there the incident occurred, so he was
appointed to investircate.




"IT‘.T-

JIIO Mal ..-'.-F"rI

% What was the date the incident occurred?

i

A, Around 2300 on the 18th of September 19231.

already been dispatched from the Kwantunge

T

the 22nd or 22rd that reinforcemente went

Fow long had General TATVKAWA been in Manchuria before this in-
ident ocenrred?

About ten davs beforehand I believe.

vou dispatch or cause to be gent to Manchuriz at that time

DOIHARA was already in Manchurizs as Chief of the Special Ser-
rices Division of the Kwantunz Army (Tokwmu Kikan).
Iou zre aware, are you not, General, thet the Lvtton Commission
made an investig=tion of the Manchurian incident?
Tes, That wes after I had resigned my po

L 3

yF @8 [ ] e
et ae Minister of War.

And you Are aware =l are you not, that their finding was that
the Manchurian incide wae inetiganted by membere of the Japanese
force rather than ‘

Yes, I know of th:

you were Governor Cener: 01 Korea, you sent 2 telegram to
e KONOYE who was the Premier and in Tokyo, durins the month
, 937, in which you advocated to him the enlarcement and
ension 0f activities ageinst Generclissimo Chisng Kei Shek!s
ernment, cicd vou not?
Absolutely not.
If you were shown a copy
it was a forgery?
Yes I believe so0.
Heve you any present recollection of corres onding by telegran
with Prince KONOYE while he was Premier in 1937%
I have no such recollection. I had no dealiness with the Central
Government.

With whom did vou dezl?
OUn overall matters I kept in contact with the Cabinet and the
Ministrv.

i a
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Whnat de 128 did yvou hi ; | 5 ter while vou were
Fovernor

Simply on military matters erning the Army in Korea.

T-."\ r L ﬂ“ % p : 1 il ] - . f ‘ : I t ; 1] ?
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Two divieions.

Who wae in command of the Chosen Army

In the beginning, Genersl KOISO. Then after that General
ITAGAXI. When I was Governor Gener: orea the command
the Army was changed three times -« the above ncmed two
ly General NAKAMURA.

What operations did the Armv conduct w!
eral?

Th ; "" QP + -:. ™2 th - v * 3 . T" 'T"|+.A"r“l 1 - - ~
he defense of Korea or e preservation of internal peace and
gecurity.

11le vou were Governor Gen-

Against whom wees the Army defending Korea?

Defense against the USSR or China in case something

Were any troops from Korea sent to Manchuria durins the period yvou
were Governor General?
Iro -

Tou are aware, are you not, that durins the period you were Cover-
nor General of Korea the occupation of Manchurias waes srestly ex-

- -

December 7, 1941 Japenese troops went beyond
China?

=

Why was it neceseary to protect Korea again: nins curing that
period?
I mean that every Army has a plen of defence agzinst an exnected
or potential enemy, and this plan is made up at General Staff
Headquarters. I mizght explain here that 28 Governor General I
120 no direct concern with the Army and that they are directly
under the General Staff in Tokvo and possess the supreme military
prerogative. I had no commend over the activities of the Armv
as Governor Genecral.

-
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Interrogation by Mr, Helm:

Q. A YD 1N Korea wase in the nature of
intervention?

L

v P - X TY ) # ¢ 1 . e =
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for the Ceneral Staff

Yes I believe so.

vy - & |
I:.r '_'] -q ;-—] + " F

il

sent out?

was he not?

General TATEKAWA disagreed with the

R & g & . La b B o au . .
Isn't it a fact that these two gentlen

e
- .

f the Cherry Blossom Society?

That I do not know.

:;'0'-’ ‘--*t‘“ll Li; VO 1{.:".':".-.' j:‘f’.‘;r*l‘:‘l TATT.KAWA?

1 knew him verv well.

How lonz heé yvou known him?

He was 2 fellow cavalry officer and I had known hi
15 veers before.

What dealinge did vou have with him around

whe ad &

our duties were entirelv different.

nim out to Manchuria?

of Staff.
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You knew about it didn't you?

Yes.

Now ien't it a fact ths

e V4 &S

the Sakura Xai?
I heard about it later after

Tr‘;TL.‘I’:J‘.L-II:. WE S VE 1':}:‘ “'”il"ml*’ miJ‘CPG U.T) in
the October incident had occurred.

And he wae hand in glove with HASHINMOTO in plotting
her’ incicent?

Yee 'l believe so0.

the Septem-

'“f'

nd wasn't ITAGAKI mixed up in this too?
He misht have been, but I am not certain.

Are these two gentlemen still alive?

ITAGAKI is still alive, althougsh TATEKAVA passed away & month
How about NINOMIYA?

He died last vear.

unp with

Wasn't he mixed
erd that.

‘lr 8 I ?.rr" Ve ].-:L -d
And General ARAKI?

No I do not believe ARAKI wee one of them.

But ARAKI wae hez2d of whet was known as the ARAK]I Perty in the
military clique, wasn't he?

Yes, the younger officers greetly acdmired hinm

idi @

Now as & matter of fect this Sakura Kai largely revolved around

the Rueeian a2nd China sections of the Kwantung Army?

I imagine so, althoush 1 am not definitely certain.

And Colonel HASHIMOTO was one of the ring leaders in these plot-
tings to gain control of the Government for the Army -- right?
Yes, although I do not believe he was the only one in thie con-
nection 1 had HASHIMOTO arrested in late October following the
incident and incercerated by the Kempei Tai.

As a matter of fect, Generzl,
sekura Kai society gave you a
Yes, thev were 2 nuisance. 1

while you were War Minister this
ereat deal of trouble, didn't it?
heard the October incident wae goings
to toke place and had them pulled in by the MP's.

-9
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Then vou knew ahout the October ir
I did not know anvthine 2bout the

1

until the day before when I heard

Did you ever discuse thies incident

No, but I did speak ne Cabinet.

Did you ever discuses this 2t the Cabinet meetines?

woras, whet I an drivine at is thie == the Cabinet

the existence of this Sakura Kai Society and knew _ _
obstreperous officere who were dise: tisfied with the Government
and they discursed the threat of thie oreganization to the
existing Government

Yes. I svoke to the Home about this.

But the society was never suppressed ancd this tzlk never re-
solved itself into any action against them, did it?
Yo. No action a2geinst them was taken.

v

Why wae that? Were they too powerful?

I fis-ared that as they were 211 arrested it would natur: lly dis-
solve itself.

Sut it didn't, did it?

M " & 1 R . 1 1 . . U 3 1 2
n=t 1 do not know, 2lthourh I believed thet it hed been dis-
solved.

You believed thet a2t the time? But you know now thot it con-
vinued in existence and wes very active?

Tes today I can say thet I believe their activities
continued.

Now, General, when yvou repmorted to the Emperor on the Manchurian
incident, did you explein to his Majesty the potentislities for
war anc¢ trouble in this Menchurien problem?

I recall statines to him that I believed the incident should not
spreac any further than the environs of the South Menchurie Rail-
way and thet this was the feelines of the Cabinet and of myself.

And did he agree to thfs?

The Emperor does not voice his opinione generally when spoken to,
but eimply nods and saye "Yes, " "Tes," so that unlees he reises
some objection it is tsken foreranted thet he agrees.
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He didn't raise any ohjection at thie time.
He did not.

seneral, did you know that vou are credited bhv certein respons-
ible Japaneese leaders as startines the influx of troope into
Manchuria?

Possibly because I was War Minister when the Manchurian incident
occurrec. However, 't my resignation as such I haé no con-

1

after
nection whatsoever with the incidentas f llowing.

Tou admit then that while still War Minister you started
strengthening the military forcee in Manchuria?

I sent one brigade from Korea and over and above that had no con-
nectione with the movement of troops later.

Do you know Generasl]l KURODA?
Yes I know him., The man who wes in Malay?

Yee he was in Malay a2nd wee in England and was in India for the
War Deportment. What were vour relatione with him?
None &t all.

But you knew him?
Yes. I krow most oi

-

the people in higher positions in the military.

Tou hed given General HONJO blank authority to take any action
he saw fit in Manchuria just prior to the Mukden incident?

No. The Commender in Chief of the Kwantune Army has thie privil-
ege and has had it for over twenty-five vears.

Then he could take any war like steps he wanted over there under
the prerogative of supreme command?

Within the juriediction of his own area he can do practically
anvthing he wishes.

And did you approve of the action he took?
Yes.
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I, Frank B, Hugzine, being sworn on o=ath, state that I truly trans-
lated the ouestions anc answers given from Enegelieh to Japanese

and from Japanese to English, respectively, and that the above trans-
cription of such questione and answere, consisting of eleven pages,
numbered 1 to 11 inclusive, is true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge and helief. by

Subegcribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of

-ié/
//i/ Neme =2nd Rank)

Duly Detaided Inventigeting Officer
Internztional Prosecution Section, GHQ,SCAP

I, Eédna M., Hickam, hereby certify that I acted as stenographer at
the interrogation set out ahove, and that 1 trznecribed the forego-
ing gquestione and answers, and that the transcription ie true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

AV N %/{;4_%

A — . . — e e

We, Gilbert S. Woolworth, Colonel, and Hugsh B. Helm, certify that on
the 5th day of February 1946 personally apreared before us Jiro
MINAMI, and according to Lt Commander Frank B. Huggine, interpreter,
cave the foregsoing answere to the several guestions set forth

nerein. ) Ch

Tokyo, Japen / S
7 February 1946 /'* - /




