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detropalitan Cevernment Jecides on Fipnl i (0F U'ew
Systen ~ System -~ Asani Shig an - 0 Mar &7, ggnglgtor. -9 arhi,

Mall ‘ranalation.

the lletrepoelitan Government, at ite Fducational System Z“enovation
Committee Meating ( GAXUSEI SASSdIN IINKAI), held on 5 arch, has decided
on final, comprehensive measures regarding entrance protlaue at private
schools, and adjustment of school districts in line with the enforcement
of the new gix three educational system, It le expected that the new
compulsory middle school will be spened on 73 MMay, when the new Comstitu-
ticn 18 to.be enforced, 'All arrengements will be completed by the mlddle
oL April at the lateat. | |

Fifty-two private middlp acronlﬁ ircluding the AZABU Middle Scheol,
have rejected the government! g8 proposal to entrust them with the man&*f-

ment ef the compulsory middle schecls, and nave declared iheir cwn policy
to managze their schonls. Accordingly, School Affaires Cemuittees (GAXUJI
IIFKATL) 4in 2ll wards are now nblised ts reexamine ways and means whereby
they night accommodate new students fer the cmpulecry middle schocl and
8lso to adjust school districts., "o to 5 March, only five wards, mamely,
AZARU, KANDA & TFUKAGAWA, ASAXUSA, and SHI LAYA presented their reports to
the Educatienal Bureau of the Metropclitan Covernment (10 KYQIKU XYD.U),
No decisicn hag yet been reached v the comunlittees of wardse such as
ADACHI, XATSUBHIKL, and FDOGAWA, where enly a few school buildings are.
avaellable, However, at: present, 1t is likely that schoecl bulldings and
schoneol distriotes fcr the enfercement of the new middle schocel systsm can
ba arranged, partly by merger of national schnols and partliy by the silift
system ¢f teaching. Accerdingly, 1t 1s expected that, at any rate, newly
graduated-schcol children of this yesar can be acccmmcdated, .

According to the repcrts made by the "ard Schoql Affairs Comulttees,
twe schoele in “hree places (including one private school) ia AZABU, two
*ﬂnoo¢s in KAWDA, five schools in six placee (including one private
sehnrl) in ’E37ANA. eix schools in ASAKUSA (including twe private schools,
and nine scnnols in SEITAYA have been designated as middle schools in
accordance with the new school system, These designated echoels are all
middle schiocls basei en the exlsting school system, However, 1t is ex-
pected that some wards, accerding to their circumstances, will close
gome natic¢nal scheols and the buildings will be used for middle scheels,
based on’ the new schonl systen,

In regard to the scherl district system it is expected that in prin-
ciple each scheol district will have one such middle schicol, OSchnel dls-
triets will bhe decided Tty ward, city, tewn and village. For example, in
AZABY Ku, there will be two schrol districts; ene is the schonl district
with the Metropelitan Jonon Middle Scheool (TORITSU JONAN CHUGAKY) as its
center, and the nther is the school district with the Junehin Girls'

Eigh Schaol (Junshin Kojo) as its center, As rngards the relation between
the natimrnal school and the now middle. school, the system which links one
national school and ene middle schocl is thought t» be 1deal, In reality,
Lewever, two er four national scheols will be tied with one new middle
school, Accordingly, there will be a small scheocl district with a nation-
al school as 1ts center, and a large schocl district with a new middle
schnol as 1ts center, '

€ne class of the new middle schocl will accc mJﬁdatn an average cf
50 students and cne school will have three to five classes, The manage-
meat of the school will be as usual in the case »f publie scheools, and
in the case of privave schecls, the management will receive as much money
a8 public institutions, However, in ASAXUSA, the Asakusa Girls' High
Schrnol and the Asakusa Girls' Commercial Schoel wish to be changed to
public institutions, The Metrcpolitan ard Naticnal Treasury will cach
hear half the expenses, ‘It appsara thut the new schesl term will be

opened around 7 May, The election ie the cause cf tkis delay. -
“THE ateAmNEdatica capacity nf the Mefranolis will Te used t2 the

full. Accerdinzly, nn schoel roon can be spared for next year, In orde
te provide for next‘year educational authorities ¢f the recpective metro-
polis of OSAKA, KYATO, AICHI, and FUXUCKA recently got tcgether and held
meeting, An agreement was reac 1ed that they would exert their efforts
towvard the rehatilitation cf war damaged schonls, by petitioning the i
authorities concerned to i‘crease state subsidies and to approve the flota-
tion of a loan,

The 52 gchools which have refused to function under government's
trust, including the Peer's School (GAXUSHUIF), Amebu, Gyosei, Seijc
Seikel Middle Schools and Shirayuri and Futaba.uirls' Hign Schnels, will
continue to be maintained as middle schools., These schools must held
entrance examinations, in accerdance with directions given by the Ministr
of Education, ©Such middle schocle a8 of the advanced covrse of the natiofr

al school standard (for exaqple, night middle schools) will alsc he main~

tained as previcusly, | T i
T R A —— | T —
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jucation Under The New vducational Laws - Dalgal
29 M . Translator! Har ada, 129 -

ITEM 14

o, Summary

~ i ducational

Ay, With the promulgation of the new Censtitution, ecuca '
8¢ . 0

D " regulations of importance formerly laid down by lmperial Ordinances

’ ; > ) tter
b ccordl to law, Howewer, 1% ig a ma
B ALY ' d Bill and the School Educa-

for regret that the Tducational Standar : | : ;
tion Bill have been passed without creating any particular dlscus

gion.,

If bille, which are introduced by the Government and should be
thoroughly deliberated before adoption, are carried without tne
least amendment. little or no difference can be found between them
and those luperial Ordinances which wer= enacted through the Privy
Council. In the enactment of the Educational Standard Law, 1t 1s
noted that there is an intention to bring the object of education
and the fundamental educational policies before the necple, as
replacing the lmperial Regscript on Education. The vnrcoblem 1s,
then, whether the Educational Standard Law can take the place of
the Imperie’ Rescript,which has. exercised great influence. over tic
people as an authoritative principle guiding national thought and,
therefore, is quite different in character from the Educational
Standard Law. IThe answer is decldedly negative,

Many people oppose the newly adopted 6-3°3 school system,
Most of the intellectuals oppoeing it assert that tae level of
the scholarship of students will fall and the cultural level of
JAPAN will be lowered. It is thus necessary to inquire 1into
accepted ideas of "scholarship.” I wonder to what extent the
scholarship of students has contributed to Japanese culture,

There was formerly a tendency among them to consider the mere
memorization of difficeult Chinese characters and the comprehension
of sentences constructed with them as learning. 'That 1 fear 1s

nt a fall in the level of scholarship, but a"lowering cf the
educational standard which is closely conneched with our culture,

In order to appreciate modern culture and to. lead a modern
life, a kncwledge of mathematics, paysice, econoaics, and various
other subjects nre requisite, 40 check a nossible fall in the
standard, we must effect a fundamental change in the uniform
method ef teaching which has hitherto been adopted 1in disregard
of the ability and personality of the individual, Students must
be taught with due regard to theilr faculty and nersonality. 1f
the educational methods cf the past were sdonted for tne new
school system, there would then be a great likelihood of a lower
ing of our national educational level.
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Laws ~ Lalgaku himbun (W

Wwith the promulgation of the new Censtitution, educat:onal _
regulations of 1mportance formerly laid down Dy Imperial Ordinances

Howeyer., it is a matier
are now prescribed according to law, , g
for regrgt that the Zducational Standard Bill and the School Educa

L

tion Bill have been passed without creating any particular discus-
gion,

If bills, which are introduced by the Government and should be
thoroughly deliberated before adoption, are carried without the
least amendment., little or no difference can be found between them
and those Imperial Ordinances which wer: enacted through the Privy
Council. In the cnactment of the Educational Standard Law, 1t 1s
noted that there is an intention to bring the object of education
and the fundamental educational policies before the neople, as
replacing the Imperial ZRescript on Zducation. Ihe oroblem 1s,
then, whether the Educational Standard Law can take the place of
the Imperis’ Rescript,which has.exercised great influence. dver the
pecple as an authoritative principle guiding national thought and ,
therefore, is quite different in character from the Fducational
Standard Law. ZThe answer is decidedly negative,

Many people cppose the newly adepted £-3°3 school system,
Most of the intellectuals oppoeing it assert that the level of
the scholarship of students will fall and the cultural level of
JAPAN will bYe lowered, It is thus necessary to inquire into
accepted ideas of "scholarship." 1 wonder to waat extent the
scholarship of students has contributed to Japanese culture,

There was formerly a tendency among them to consider the mere
memorization of difficult Chinese characters and the comprehension
of sentences constructed with them as learning. ‘“'hat I fear 18

not a fall in the level of scholarship, but a lowering cf the
educational standard which is closely conneched with our culture,

In oerder to appreciate modern culture and to. lead a modern
life, a kncwledge of mathematics, physice, econoaics, and various
other subjects nre requisite, 710 check a possible fall in the
standard, we nust effect a fundamental charge in the uniform
method eof teaching which has hitherto been adopted in disregard
of the ability and perscnality of the individual. OStudents must
be taught with due regard to their faculty and personality. 1f
the educational methods cf the past were sdonted for the new
school system, there would then be a great likellhood of a lower-
ing of our national educational level.
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1M 9 Nationwide 6-3 Drive tobe Inttiated By J
LR § ‘ r]a Full Translation: i o o A ,
TR R | At the newly amalgamated Javan Teachers Union's Central Zxecu~
S tive Committee Meeting held at the Education Hall at HITOTSUBASHI
s  25-27 June, it was decided to conduct a nation-wide "6=3 Drive "
for the purpose of enforcing thoroughly the new sechool system. =
2 To enforce the system, the teachers deeided that inflationary
policies must be abolished and that payment of educational expendi- 4
~ tures by the National Treasury must be boosted. An Education Hehabili-
tation Liaison Counecil (temporary name) meeting will be held with
- government offices concerned for the acquisition of educational equip-
ment such as textbooks, school supplies, clothes and improved school
facilities, 30 e Sl o T
~ The educators will also make efforts to democratize the Teachers
Status Law, the Local Educational Administration Bill, which is to -
be presented to the present session of the National Diet, and the new
school system which is to be decided at the Education Reform Committee
meeting. As part of the campaign, petitions will be rresented to Diet
members who formerly belonged tc¢ the wnion, = .
| A Parent-Teachers Rally will be held in each district; and the
absolute enforcement of the 6-3 system will be requested of the '
Education Ministry and other affiliatea authorities through the
Council of Business and the Rducation Rehabilitation Iiaison Council.,
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Summary :

The 6--3 educational system was initiated in April 1947,
desnlte the numerous difficulties confronting its enforce-
ment. ' However, after two months, results have been even worse
than expected due to inadequate textbook supnlies, a lack -
of avoilable buildings and insufficient teaching personnel,

. Uf the series of textbooks entetled "Course of Study™ to be
- distributed to teachers, only the first volume on genersal
principles has been published,while the book on gnglish is just
coming off the press. Study books on other subjects have not

Deen printeéa &8s vet, AS LO tie textbooks for students, only
L,440,000 conies of netional lenzuage hooks liave beesr dis—
triouted agzeinet the recuired rnivmber of L,o10,000; 210,000
me.thensties textbooks, ageinst the reculred 1,800,0003 and
690,000 English vextbooks, egeinst 1,290,000, 0OF the six-

-~ Vo.ume natural science textbooks y 200,000 conies of tie first
volune and 1,520,000 of the fourth volume vere issued, OQOthers
nave not yet been printed. o 0

No new secondary school buildin:s heve been built so far,
Former hizher n»rinary school oulidings heve been most fre-
“uently converted into secondary school clessroomns with temples
and meeting halls &also being used. hough the twoeshift
Leaching system is not Leing resorted to, as o rule, in
tl © Jundor high schools, this has been avoided by en-
foreing a two-shift Bystem for orimery school students. To
add to this difficulty, the estinated number of 1,500,000
first-yesr students wes far surpassed by the actusl number,

a result of the influx of revnatriated children,

Based on the figures of 36,000 classes for the
4,800,080 new first-year students, or 50 to a class , it was
estiiated that s total rumber of 04,800 teachers would be
required when calculated at the rate of 1,8 teachers to each

A

ciass, Whether this amount can be met or not is still un-

known, as reports from proviacial governments have not all

been received, HOKKAIDO, OSAKA, KAGAWA, YAMAGATA and EHIME I
alone seemed to have nearly succeeded in attaining their

re:';uirgd number, many primary schools are being faced
with the serious problem of inadequate teaching personnel - ..

due to the appointment of superior teachers to secondary
courses, |

~ _ An epoch-making plan has recently been drawn, Ic ‘
.est.ab‘l.:uhgbt of a correspondence educatioral system s0 that
equal opportunity in education can be given to the people.
~ In consideration of the importance such an edusation will have
_upon present-day society, the Education Ministry is now making

"

the prompt establishment of a Correspondence Education
* work required in correspondence education., A careful investi-
~gatlon will be made upon the matter of its establishment, taking
the budget and the problem of personnel into considerstion.
~ Until such time as the bureau will be formally established, the
Correspondense Section, which will be provisionally instituted
n the Social Educetion Bureau, will carry out the functlons of ~ -
~ the Bureau's correspondence education which is to begin in i3
Auguet, An woprgtion of 23,000,000 yen will be required
for the establistment of the Section. Moreover, the appropriation
includes subsidies to be granted to schools which will participate
in the correspondence education program, R e _

L] L]
. - . _ E ' ‘ ' . b ¥ .
- T SR W A, W s AP St g ey e
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Full Translation: ,

When the 6-3 system of compulsory education was instipgated
last April, the parents who had children about to enter middle
school were divided into two factions. The conservative group
asserted that they would enter their children in private middle
schools in spite of the high tuition,since the public middle
schools were for boys and girls of poor families, The progressive
group took the initiative in entering their children in the
public middle schoola, asserting that they should uphold the new
educational syster for it will materialize their long cherished hope
fer equal apportiiity of education. We cannot make a general state-
ment because the strength of each faction differed according to
the district. However, parents in uptown TOKYQO entered their
children in private middle schools and had a strong tendency to
belittle the pubiic middle schools, At that time, we felt
digsgusted with tnis lack of understanding of the spirit of the
new system, anc warned the authorities,

1 However, the enforcement of the new system resulted in a
victory for the conservatives who jeered at the progressives who
upheld the new educational system. We will not dwell on the
wretched conditions of the public middle schools, for they have
already been revealed many times in the newspapers and are well-
known by the parents of the students., It is not exaggerating

to say that the new system of edmatior has failed from the
beginning, What is the reason fer ¢his failure?

' The Government enforced the new system without making
thorough preparations for it, although this question had been brought
UF many times in the Diet when the School Education law was

being discussed. Moreover, the educational appropriations of
6,800,000,000 yen needed for the coming three years was reduced
£o 500 000 000 yen for schools in the capital and 300,000,000 yen
for those in the provinces for the present fiscal year, This fact
reveals the irresponsibility of both the Government and the Diet.
It is useless to dwell on this problem now, but it is very
important that due eonsideration be given to the students who

are attending public middle schools at present,

We think Education Minister MORITO recognizes the need for
socialization of education. We request him to demand an increase
in the appropriations for the Bducation Ministry to put life into
the new educational system. The progressive parents who upheld
the new system should be relieved of their amdety. If the

Education Minister is successful in this matter, 2,000,000 youths
who have poor parents, but have been given the opportunity to
recelve middle school education will became upstanding citizens and

will vote for the Socialists in the years to come, Professor
LASKI of GREAT PRITAIN once said that the victory of the lLaber
Party in the year before last should be attributed to the result
__of the educational reforms in 1902,
Modern political parties should have farsight instead of
being engrossed in current party interests. We hope that
Education Minister MORITO will strive to do his best to
- improve the present conditions.
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ITEM 1 Inavguration of Educational Reform Council - Yomiuri Shimbur -~ 10 Aug
46, Translator: K. Higzachikawa,

" Full Tranglation:

As a means of effecting a thorough reform in the s3ucational system
of this country, the Government decided at the Cabinet meeting held
on 9 August to establish an Zducational Reform Counecil which will be
held directly responsible to the Cabinet, The rules for the organi-
zation of the Zducetional Reform Council will be officlally announced

and pvt in force on 10 August,

The Educational Reform Council will be charged with the task of investi-
eating and deliverating upon the educational system, conténts of edu~
cation, the methed of education and other important related problems,
It will make recommendations and suggestiong to the Government on the

basis of the findings of the inyvestigations,

The new Rducationsl Reform Council is a replica of the Educational
Committees recently organized in the Education Ministry for the purpcse
of receivinz the American Educational Migsion which visited this country

some time ago,

The new Bducational Reform Council will be composed of one chalrman,

one vice-chairman, and approximetely 50 councilors. . The councilors will
be chosen from among men of learning and experience in educational, |
religious, cultural, political, economic, and industrial circles, In
addition, some directors and clerks will be appointed for the new edu-
cational agency. One of the features of the organization of the Sduca-
tional Reform Council is that both the chairman and vice-~chairman will
be elected from among the corncilors, '

Among the members of the Educational Reform Council decided upon so

far are Dr. MINAMIYARA, Shigeru, present president of TOKYO Imperial
University, Dr. ABT, Yoshinari, former Zducation Minister, Dr, MORITC,
Tatsuo, member of the House of Representatives, Dr, ASHILA, Hitoshi,

also member of the Housgb of Representatives, Dr, TAKESHITA, Toyojiro,
member of the House of Peers, and 36 persons chosen from among the pre-
sidents and principals of universities, technical schools, middle, and
national schoole throughout the crntiry and also from among the Govern—
ment officials of the various ministries concerned, Following ie a 1list
of the members of the Council so far kmown Dr, TORIGAI, Risaburo, pre-~
sident of KYOTO Imperial University, Dr, MIFAMIHARA, Shigeru, president
of TOKYO Imperial University, KOMIYA, Horyu, president of the TOKYO
Vusical Academy, Dr., TODA, Teizo, director of the Literature Faculty of
TOKYO Imperial University, Dr. AMANO, Teisuke, presidemt of the Firs?t
Hishor School, Dr, KAKINUMA, Kosaku, director of the Imperial University
Hoepital, Dr, SEKIGUCHI, Koikichi, professor at TOKYO Imperial Univer-
sitv, Dr. MUDAI, Risaku, predéident of TOKYO Bunri University, Dr. OCHIAI,
Taro, Alrector of the Literature Faculty of the KYOTO Imperial University
TAXAHASHI, Takamichi, president of the TOKYO Agriculture and Forestry
Colleze, Dr. UY™NO, Chokusho, president of the TOKYO Fine Arts Academy,
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De. XINOSHITA, Kazuo, preéident of the TOKYO First Formal School, KITAFI,
Buichi, president of the TOKYO Physical Troining School, KIDO, Hantaro, °
director of the Educational Research Institute, Dr., ASYIDA, Hitoshi,
member of the House of Representatives, Dy, TAKESHITA, Toyoji, member

of the House of Peers, Dr, MORITO, Tatsuo, member of the House of Repro-
sentatives, Dr. KRAFASYI, Sozo, professor at the TOKYO Girls Higher
“ormal School, Dr, YAVO, Kanjo, president of MEIJI Gakuln, Dr, SANO,
Riki, honorary profescor at TOKYO Imperial University, Dr, KAWAMOTO,
Unosuke, president of the TOKYO School for the Deaf and Dumb, Dr.

ABE, Yoshinari, former Tducation lMinister, ANDO, Masaji, UKEI, Ryotel,
VATANABR®, Izo, Dr. KIKUCHI, Ryvudo, principal of the First Middle School
of TOKYC, OSHIMA, Maganori, Dr, PAJIVA, Michiharu, preeident of the

Dai Nipnon Ikuel Lsscocintlon, JAXURA, Aikichi, principal of a national
school, ARIGA, Sanji, principal of = youth school, SANGOKU, Taketoshi,
principal of 2 national school, UVEHIYAMA, Wiji, principal of a youth ‘
achool, SEKICUCHI, Tei, HOSEINO, Al, pregident f the TSUDA Girls College,
KAWAI, Michi, president of the T0KYO Girls Technic2l School, TAGAMA,
Tegataro, Dr. TAKAHASEHI, Selichiro, geputy president of KEIO University,
Dr. SEIMADA, Xoichi, president of WASEDA University,

The following Government ~fficials have becrn appointed directors of
the Zducetional Reform Council: IWAKURA, orio, an officiel in the
Cabinet, XIRIYAMA, Takahlko, official in the Lezislative Bureeu,
YOSIUIOKA, Keiichi, official in the Yome Ministry, KAVANO, Kazuyuki,
\ officinl in the Finance Ministry, and TSUJITA, Chikara, TSURUGIKI,
1 7\ Ryoko, HIRANO, Demi, OKADA, Kohei, TERAUCHI, Sakuo, STKIGICHI, Ryuki,
and NAITO, Yosaburo, the latter all of ficizls of the Education Ministry.

The Bducation Minister made the followineg statement at a press inter-
view: ~ "Rerovntion of education mist precede political reforms, We
often speak of the zreater ilmwortance of personnel roether than the sys-
tem, and this is especially true of education, Nducetion in the past
mist be thoroushly re-exrmined with a view to constructing the best
sducational system possible, The fact that regpect for truth and per-
son2lity and service to the ceuse of peace and humanity are the iderls
of mankind is quite obvious from the report of the American Education
Miggion, In the reconstruction of our educational system and in our
educztional activities we must strive for the realization of these hig
ideals, egivingz due conzideration to the econditione peculinr to JAFAN,
We feel confident thet the Fducstional Reform Council will be instirv-
mental in contributing heavily to the important mission of democratil-~

zing edncation, ™
.
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ITEM 2 Resolution concerning tho Roconstruction of EBducation will be Pa
on Saturday - Yomiuri Shimbun - 2 Aus U6, Translator: J Wada
&) —sRRs Rl e AR Y. dransiator: J. Wada,

Mll Translation:

As a means to attein a peaceful JAPAN, the recoanstruction of education
ie ardently desired in all quarters. In this connection, the ertreme
educational policies which were followed under tho oporession of
nilitary and bureauvcratic fascism during the past 10 or more vears
should be revised at once, and education should be reconstruc:ad

slong domocratic lines, To this end, however, the principle of
education must first bve firmly established inthe fielad of molitical
activity. Under these conditions, a draft resolution calling for

the reconstruction of education will be introduced at the plenary
seszion of the House of Revresentatives on Saturday, bv a joint

motion of .all pe.” i2s in the House. The rcason “or tho moti-'n will

be explained by .r TAKEDA, Shinnosuu, Liberal, wmi suJportiag |
speeches will be made by Mr TAKATSU, oeldo, Social Democrat, and others.

The Draft Resolution

The aims and views of Japanese education must be to fo-ter inter-
ationally-minded Jamanese citizens, well qualliied for membership
in a2 state, determined %o be thoroughgoing in its democratic
ldeals, to respect truth and reality and to servs the cause of |
- peace and hwumanitv, Since we have renounced war to the whole world,
we should not only do our best to promote friendlv relatione with
tne rest of the world, but should elevate the cultural standard
of our country to a degree that will enable us to obtain the confidence
and love of the wurld., Toward thies objective, we must focus our ef-
forts on the reconstrvciion of education. This is the only way by
whicl we can rebuild the foundations for world neace and human wel-
fare &nd atone f v our vast errors and slleviate our present
misery. We emphasize, herein, that eduuetion whovld be highly
treasured and sducational authority indeperdentiy exercised, vhile
the Governmunt is to establish the arincipic of 'Zdfncation first!
in politics. At a time wvhen tke reconstruciion of advestion is
moet urgently needed and there are wcny ia.ortan’ education:.) af-
Tairs awail ng solution, we sinceirely hope that .he Governma:t will
put the fo.lowing policies intuv effect at vhe earliest pporivnity:
(1) The creation of a new orgen, solely ia chrreze of educei:onal
reforn, '
(2) The emancipation of education from bureaucratioc corLtrel, and
the establishment of independent local educational administration.
(3) The strengtipning of education of youth.
(4) The strengih:nine nad extension of social eirsation, erd the
enoch-makir,; furtaerancs of physical training wnd scilentific
education, o % |
(5) The earliest possible rchabilitation of war-damaged schools,
and the supplying of oquipment and materials necessary for 4
education, | Ao .
(6) Proper treatment of instructors, and reform of training
organizations for educators.

.The above is our resolution.
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Mall Translation:

The House of Representatives on 3 August unanimously passed a resolution
pertaining to education, The following items were demanded in this
resolution:

1. ZIstablishment of a speclal organization to drastically refaorm the
educational system: 2. Lideration of education from bureaucragy and,
especially, independence of the provincial educational administration;

3, Strengthening and promotion of education for youths; U4, Enlargement
and strengthening of social education, and drastic improvement of
physical ‘and scientific education; 5. Restoration of war-damaged schools,
gnd improvement of educational installation: 6. Fair treatment for the

teachers, and reform of organizations fostering the betterment of teachers.

Concerning these requests, Premier YOSHIDA and Education Minister TANAKA
replied that they would sincerely strive for their realization, These

requests are so natural that none of us should be copposed to them, It
is no wonder that every party was in accord with passing the resolution,

and that the Government promised ite materialization. We consider that
the malin question regards the contents which are to be incorporated.

The Government on 9 August clarified that it would establish the Bduca~
tion Reform Committee under the direct supervision of the Cabinet,

With reconstruction of the educational system as its mission, this com-
mittee has a very important significance. In a certain sense, it is not
too mach to say that success or failure in the democratization of JAPAN
depends very greatly upon the function of this committee, together with
the operations of the provincial autonomous bodles, following the reform
of the provincial system., This is nowunder deliberation in the House

of Representatives. It ig to be noted, as a characteristic of the commit-
tee at this time, that the bureauverats have been excluded from the commit-
tee and that the new system, in which the chief and his assistant are to
be chosen by matual election among the membere, has been adopted. Former-
ly, members of the Educational Administration Delideration Committee (BUN-
SEI SHINGI-KAI) or the Education Deliberation Committee (KYOIKU SHINGI-
KAI) mainly conmsisted of dureaucrats, with the Premier and Educatim
Minister as chief and assistant chief, respectively. Unlike those cases,
where those committees had turned into passive Government service orga-
nizations, we may expect autonomous activities from the new committee,
It 1s desirable, however, to utilize the Education Investigation Section

of the Education Ministry as supplementary machinery for handling the
busineas. |

Now, the work of reoonstruction of education has already comménced on a :
full scale. The basic problems of the school system and other installation

for social edueation in our country are to be investigated and planned
by this new committee. It seems that there are many things which.can.be

E
2 )
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ITEM 1 (Continued)

started at oncee Neither the covernment s nor the provineial authorities,
nor the public orgar.izations should hold baek the projects whieh can be
handled by themselves, leaving then for the Fducation Reforn Cormitices
o the other hand, the Cormittee shonld not be devoted exclusively to
the fundanental issue of eatablishnent of the new systerne We hdpe that
it will meke efforts also for the solution of current problenss

Many such problems are 8 eel in sociel and adult educations Tor exarpley
the Arcrican Educational Mission enthusiastically adviced, in its report,
that public libraries should be enlarpged and well organizeds Ve consider
that this can be done to & considerable extent by utilizing the present
library Acte It is supposed thet meny of the libraries throughout the
eountries have been damaged Ly the air reids, or they cessed functioning
beeause of tve remu-al of bookse OT the requisitioring ol buildings for
milite. use, etee Sance freedon of v42 preod Was securcd after our |
defeet in war, & vast number of books aad magazines have Oeen publisheds
However, these pubilcations have not been generally available to the
cormon people becaiie of tae exorbitant prices and tne inefficient dis-
tributinz syrters .4 pe:*icular, the shortage of publications in the
riddle-gized oand sa-ll 21tlies and farrming villagec 18 8C acute thet we
can no longer ignore the cituaticon, Soine relief recoures rust be taken

without delg] .

The Inrerial library, ahich is the only official ore in our country, 18
to celcbrate its semi..centennial this ycare The hisiory and preosent status
. '-lof this library tell us 18t eloquently to what e:ttcnt the successlive
Governrents, or rather the Netion, has recognized the irportance of main-
taining the librarys Tor exarple, only one head librarian, scven libraria
and one secrctarr hav: been added TO the staff in the past 50 y2arse
Vorcove £. no new e: sases, oxeept 50,000 yen for the internaticnal exchansy
of boolks. haie been appropriated in the budget for this fiscal yoars
We consicer that a movement towards enlargement of che lioraries night
well be offerd. as a tribute to the seri-centenniel anniversary of ithe
Inperial Librail s

Accordine to the Library BAci, the libraries have been authorized to

have sup lener.ary installations for social cducation, such &g movie halls
art gnllaries, and so one Thus, it is pessible to ncpularize culture or
amusenenty ac well as recding, by meens of this ins runentality., Ify hoWe
gver, such activity cannot be pricticed without encouragenent or aid by
the GCovermnment, ae was the case in the past, ve can never expecu success
in eonstruetion of a democratic, eultural céuntry. It ig most desirable
that sueh & taosk be undertaken in cach city, town or village, due to the
autonorous wiis of 1.0 peocples O course, this does not imply ~uet the
Covernrznt shoild reonin detached, but '+ rust be 2 good consu.tant for ,
such activitizs. We hope that tho Raucatior Reforr Cormittco will ponside:
thesé prodloms at the time of its inceptions 5 '
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Legislative reform of existing laovs on educntion ficlds for women
was reported by all papers ithout comnent, The toxt of the Cabinet
bill for co-education wag corried with short preceding comments such s

"the bill is the basis for raising the position of womeén in socioty".

, M’ INICHI intervicwed Mr, Tannke, of tho Ministry of Education, 2ot

which time he answered doteiled questions in rogard 1o co=cduecction; also -
this pepor prescnted an interviow with the Principel of Japan Vomon's . g
University, doscribed possibilitics of women cooperating in Japen's future s :
cultural development, and oxprcssed her satisfoction with tho'progress l' -
that hos alrcady been macde, {8/ HI was the only ncwspapor to report the | | %
formation of a Student Cooperctive Lssoclalion, R 2 Y SR,

T . -l -

- — - ———

ITEM 3 The Bstablighment of the Bducational Reform Committee (Sub-Editozial)r
; Tokyo Shimbun - 12 Aug 46, Mranglator: T, Naruse,

Tull Translation:

An Bducational Reform Committee has been established within the Cabine
to investipate important maiters, methods, and details of the educatio
a1l system, Thls is being done 1n order to drastically reform Japeness
education, They are to repors the results of such studies to the Prir
Minister. The committee is not under the jurisdiction of the Educa~-
tional Ministry but is under direct control of the Cabinet,

the Government's enthasiaem here., The chairman and vice-chairman of
the Committes have been elecled by vote of the members. This breaks
the old ernvention, which wouidd appolint the Prime Minister and the
Tdacation Minister to the posts of chairman and vice-chairman respec-
tively, It may be sald that thigs step aims at the independence of
the committeec and we theroiure approve of 1t.

In days paest, a committee was composed of officlals from every ministr
but this does not occur in the present committea., The majurity of |
committee members have been selected from educators, and this 1s ,
also an outstanding characteristic. We wish, however, thet 1t would
not attach so much importance to the government schools. '“he majority
of members are presidents of government universitlies, OT directors of

- gchoolswier direct control of the Educational Ministry., -8 represen~
tatives of private schools, only the presidents of WASEDA and KEIO
uriversities, the President of TSUDA College and a few others have bec
sclacted. It has been democratized t0 the degree of rejecuing
government officials, but it still has not approached the “oint
of selecting members in even numbers from government and private
achools. It may safely be said that this reflects the prescnt situs-

tion nf the democratization of government offices.

- It 4s seen that the establishment of this committee 1s a product of
the efforics of the American Dducational Miesion and a Governmental
answer to the resolution on educational reform made by the Lower
douse. However, if the Government has sgtablished this Committee
merely to create goodwill, 1t 1s out of the gquestion, OSince we are
g0 accustomed to the fact that the astablishment of a committee has
‘been an excuse for the Government's idleness i1 the past, we can't
regist an ippulse to slander this committee. Especially;when some
ecabinet ministers are said to have the notion that they cannot be | :
bothered with education at present, we cannot help but be garcastic, ﬂ .
i

Mr OZAXI, Gakudo has reportedly deciered that "The present is not

for politics but rather fou education,” It is really a far-sighted

view., Ve do not want the Government %o waste time generalizing vainl 3
an problems but we wish it would settle the problem at hand individua. $
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ITEM 1 Is Edvcetion nespectedp - (Fditorial . Meinichi shimbun - 18 Aug 46,
| Translator,; Ke N;; ~atani, | | . _ ,

Full Translation;

The House of Representatives unanimously passed the resolution for the
resonstruction of education, jointly submitted by all the partiess The
resolution stressed the mportant role of education in the construction
of a peacef'l nation. Meanwhile, the Goverrment set up the Education
pestoration committee, under direct control of the Cabinet, The Committ:
is to co-operate with the government in its education reform program, -
through the study of important educational problems suych as the educatio

system, its contents and metheods,

these moves cstensibly show that the whole nation, non-official circles
as well as govermnent, is conscious of the important role of education
in buil 1ing vp a new JAPAN, and is heading toward the reconstruction
of yarsnese education, Fremier YOSHIDA announced the Government's de-
termination to rejuvenate our education in his administration specech,
delivered on the first day of this piet scssiones He said; '

W A »The reform of the current Imperiel Constitution forms the foundation fo
/3 - the construction of a new JAPAN., The government intends to cerry out

drastic reforms in all fields of politics, administration and economy, &
to win a place in the community of the peace-loving nations of the werlc
rTherefore, without awaiting the proposcd constitutional revision, the
government is proceeding with a radical renovation in all phasecs of
educational policy and s;stem, with a view to eradicating every vestige
militarism and ultra-nationaslism, and to prevent their resurgence in the
future '

The Premier attributed the present disrupted social order to the demo-
ralization of the people., He said, "The demoralization cf the people 1i¢
due to the fact thet in this country, education has been utilized by pas
administrations as a tool with which to attain their own objectives, Th«
present Cabinet values education and aims at perfecting the character ol
students and pupils, at the sound development of individual personalitvy,
and at the cnhancement of public moraels, To this end, the Government
attaches as much importance to home and social education as to school
education,® ‘ {0 b '

1n addition, Education Minister TANAKA delivered a speech at the meeting
of prefectural governors, concerning the establishment of independence
n educatien, the amclicration of economic conditions of educators, and
he abolition of intcrference in educational administration by Governmen

officials fresh from the collegese

The G,overment'-s intention is sound indced, but merec verbal promises
accomplish nothing toward the attainment of objectives, Let us try to

learn what percentage of the budget for the 1946-47 fiscal year is
appropriated for education., The total of the revised budget is
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56 ,000,000,000 yen and the cducational expenditure is estimated at
1,260,000,000 yen or only 2,2% of the totals of 1,260,000,000 yen,
840,000,000 yen (or two-thirds) is appropriated for national education,
280,000,000 yen for government subsidies to compul sory education and

- 550,000,000 yen is carmerked for the increase of teachers! salarys

meachers throughout the country number 300,000, and 550,000,000 yon for
inerease of their salaries means an increase in salary of some 200 yen
per monthe The government has atated that after July, the monthly incon
of tcachers of national primary and young men's schools will increase %
800 yen, This sum, however, is paid only to teachers who have worked
over ten years and who have more than two members in their familye
therefore, i carmut be seid that the teachers are wor king under favoral

condiions.

P i TRl

the expendivure for scientific research is only 38,000,000 yen, and 8oc¢il
education expenditure is 3,000,000 yen, Tho government can hardly be
expectced to achieve the colossal vwork of fransforming the educational

syatem with “hese pitifu Jy small figurcs.

Finance Min.:ter ISHIBASHI should apologize to the people for =11 this,
Nevertheless:, he dsclare in the piet:; *Now is not the time for the
pecople to rz.zive . ducat.on. Our days are too hard.®

rhe Finance minister retracted his words in the face of 8Swelling resent
ment, but the tendency of the mrcsent Cabinet to ignaore education can
 be pe - reived from his slip of the tonguce HoOWevET strongly the Premier
stres -3 the .mpor .ance of education, however devoted the Education
. reform of education the projected construction of a
main a futile dream unless the scrious considera
, - policies, For the prescnt, at 1«
cducation is not respectecds The proposed draf? constitution will, in al
probability, pass the piet without any fundemental amendment; but it mu
be noted that the renunciation of war requires the people %o receive
extensive and throughgoing political ocducatione Moreover, & noe JAPAN
mist start as a peaceful nation with a population of 80.000,07 within &
diminished arca, our scientific techniques must be improved sc that the
- Japanese people can lead an econcmically independent lifes EIETY |
yapapesc ise well aware of the importance of ed _ '
a peaceful, democratic nation. Nevertheless, Jrogress is still very
slove 1f a cultural JAPAN 18 to be constructed, the people should not
only be well aware of the importance of cducation. but should keep closc

watch on the novernment's educational policys
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“‘ll ;I‘L nsiation:

The Imperial Rescript on Ldu *"tion, which is deeply impressed
on the people's minds with the werds "The 30th of Ho*obel in the

23rd year of MEIJI, the Imperial sign and seal....". is not to be
read during school ceremonies hereafter. This is only natur:l,

out 1t arouses some s¢ ntlmenbgl feelling.
The Imperial Rescript on Gducation was born a year after the

nromulegation of the old uO*St"tUulOH and little before the first

opening ceremnony of the Inmperial Diet. Just as His Majesty's por-
trait was rezerded divine and was stored away except on special
occasions, so too was the rescript regsrded. OSome students say
thet their impression of the Imperial Rescript on Fducztion is the
principal's frock coat worn on the occeslon, anc the serenity of

a hushed audience with bowed heads, Still ithe Rescript read in 1its

- .

charecteristic rhythuical style, has heretcfore indicated an educa=
tionel policy peculliar to our country,
loviever, the abolition of the reeding of the Imperial Rescript
n *duchtion Goes nct'nean thet the contents : b“*c” on false
concepts, Although the hitherto WrovujLigg Ldez that the rescript
is the sole basis for educstion muut be ebolished, ¢t docs not mean
that misconducts, such as being undutiful tc parents, distrusting
friendS,zuwirm,lﬂctin erity, i be sanctioned, We should not
confuse freedom vith
The Japenese seem L0 have a pPe iarity thet welcomes addresses
whenever there is a gathering. This may be the reason that the read-
ing of ministers' meaninglcss addre arc always called fer., Young
people, who are accustomec tO ' the lmperd al }landate for Sol-

diers read to them, may fcel dlzsatlsfied beeavse they will have

nothine to recd at meetings. 1In such a casc, ny not rcaad the
Preamble of the new Constitution - the provieion which statcs that
the sovereignt7 lics with the people?

By the'w:V, we %uar that the subject of the coming New Yecar'!s
Imperizl Foem Competition is te be "The Dawn® (AKZBONC )., Ve are
happy to see that KANA title bhave replaced the old sterectyped KANJI
titles, such cs GAN~-SHO-MATSU (A Pinc Atop a Boulder) and SHA=-TO-
Vf—---- (~--= Bafcre a Shrine). It is ﬁlH; ent to hear that sucn

O')h.l Ny DOC..“.: as NCBUTSUNA {: SA. '.;MJ(I AJOLU.t-JLLI*”‘), FOKICHL (SAZT(.’ aQw
’;lC hi) and UTSUHC (KUBCTA, qu}m, are going to participate, The
tgubmitted by a humble woman" | hI/U -'VL) stvle should not appcar
among the scleeted poems, and the tuurtb held inouiry into the

birth and tnw backeround of ublbctud poets should be discontinucd,

4l U
The breeze of Democracy is sweoping across the pelace grouncs;
the dawn 13 herc,

i S B - -
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ine Zducntisnal Reform Cound ttec OIKU SASSH™Y IINKAI) 38 now
gtudying the funda u....u.t'-al law on ed n (ZYCIKU KOMPOIl HO). the jnvenile
and c*'ﬁﬂls“ﬁy caucation system o! V, estndlisihment of educntisnal
\aministrative orgenizations, wh the orlvate and norual school systens
and the re- educntian of teschers will s-on be on the agenda, Obviously,
we can enslly percelve the imnortance of juvenile educatiosn, the nornmal
sciionl évstem, and the re-cducatiosn of teachers, However, we have soue
wubte on the ursent necessgity for cstoblishing edtuceati nﬂl administra-
tiv- rganizations and a privote schonl system, Under the preecnt cir-

amstnnces, the nos aportant questions are, I au sure, the entrance

35 L 1nat1~r s*stC“ 5 & ob Hod schisols, the rrhabilitatian of Wwar-tern
school faciliti na 1* relocatlisn o If the establishuent
T educatiosnal qw_irio, lon 1s ¢ :< - Jota {710 Ministry »f its
adauinistrative nowere »n n-ti~n 2auentlion 2 1f the nrivate schonl
system aims goslcely at Governaent beidi the Zducati-nal Reforn
Committee can be sald t5 be false regronsibilitices,
- Juvenile educati »n and ti . BCAs7l systewn aust be treated
A8 temporary sccial cducati:n systens rather than as a fundamental
scnool system, Strictly snenking ne problea of »r school systenm
cannot be ultizntely sclved un ne future character of national
education should finally be detorained If we 3trees the imartance
of intellectual training, the nradlem of the nucber nf students in n
class aay be disrecard, Rowewvs we lay zuch ilnsrtance on sniritual
ciscipline, this prablea is H*rtny Jur notice, tosether with the re-
cducntion of teachers,

In this ecnnection, the main nurpsse of nur Juvenile afucation
G the re-educatisn >f teachers sh-uld be t- re~train thrso youths
and -teachers who had been indcctrinated with to tilit””i“PiS and mili-
tarisa in scnools, factories, and the arny during the Aar, and were
recklessly prp(llrﬁ froa - all nducwtljnal or *fﬂlZﬁti*ns with tiie defeat,
¥or this purpose, we should utilize all ede ational, orinting, and -»mtlish-

~
inz facllitics, In sart, we should invcsticate this ro-educatisn nrodlenm

fr-a the Vicwp:int of soccial educ~tion, :
{ the present, zrest honcs have vesn entertained for the acti-
the Lducational ?rf rii Uomaittee, considering tn: 01 1tv and
r';.-a-l enowledge of its uembers, ::.'}'rufc-r, Judzing froa the nast
; rees of 1ts investizations, it adhered too :meh to the interest of
tiie sduention Ministry wutr' itice, As the coamittec now asswies 8o ime |
portant a position as t~ answer directly t- the Cablinet, we sincerely
aope that tne conmittee membeors will discuss fully all educational
prbbleug of the nation from their far-sighted viewpcints,
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ITEM 6 The Governzent's Policy Towards tbe Impe ial Rescript or
omiur admbun = © Let HC Mranslator: O c $

N\ Summary:

‘\\ Ai 3r serious discuseion. the Eauc&t*onal Reform Committee,

p‘ at its first special meeting reacheC a conelusion as to the

N treatnent of tne Imperial hescript on Eduecation which is a
raide to nationel morality and the busiC'principlea of national
eduecationa.

As the result of mutualzmrengﬁnt the Education Mlnisfry for
the firgt time notified all crefectlral governors, principals
and headmasters of schools under the cortrol of the Zducation
Ministyy, presidents of both public and private universities and |
colleges, of the gist of the decision made by tnﬂ_cqmmittee. Follow-
ing are the cor tents of the notification:

(1) The Imperial Resérint on Education should not be regarded
as the sole origin of our education as of old; instead, education
should seek the origin of education in religion, pn11050phy and
ethice of all ages and dountries,

(2) Hereafter the Imperial Rescript should not be read
on ceremcnial days as in the past when 1t was our custom to read
it reverentlally.

(3) All schools should keep copies of the Imperial Hescripts
and Edicts in the future ag of old, but these should not be treated
as something divine. '

According to the policy of the Government, the Imperial EKescript

~on zducation, instead of being considered the divine and absolute
standard of national morality and the sole origin of education, is
hereafter to bé treated as an index for national ethics and philosophy
on & ara¢lel'w1tn the mcrality. philosophy and religion of all
ages and countries of the world. | |

At the Education Reform Committee meeting, some members held
that the committee 3hould ask the Imperor to issue a new Imperial
Reocript on Education as the guide-stone to democratic education.

This opinion was opposed, because no Imperial Eescript should be
reviged no matter what its form may be. Again, if the lmperial
Segeriot is the stendard of national merali ty, the people will Dde
apt to treat it as something avsolute, simply becaase it is an
liaperial ZescY rt. Due to tasse two points, it lLas been decided to
make tne mos t of the pnilosophic.l'and moral substance of the
Imperial Resdript onh Education as was explained in the Diet by Zduca-
tion Minister TATAKA, who stated that the Rescript is true mot because
it is the Imperial word but because it is true in itseli,
Our education which has heen enforced in accordance with Imperial
ordinances, is to be decided by the will of the people accoraing
to the gpirit of the new Constitution. Naturally, it will be neces-
sary to promulgate basic lave bf education at the coming Diet session.
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Fuzs: Trans.ation:

The plnn of the “inistry of Education for a nine ycar compulisory
\ cducation, six ycars for prn.mr,,r schools and three for jundor middlce
f{} school, is now undcr discussion. This new ,gucﬁtlon gystem 1g tha

greatest reform since the VEIJI Restoration, because this system, if 1v
is adopted, will give 211 schoolchildren a middle sthool educatlon. Our
country will never develop as long as schoolchildren of 12 or 13 years
are tormented by entrance examinations and parents and teachers are
troubled by them.

-~ Up to now, the number or middle school graduates has only been
1> percent of dlj the voung people; 75 percent entered higher prinary
schools after they raduated from primary schools, and after that they
entered youth schools, About one percent of all primary schoo. graduates
went out into the world, Hereafter, however, everybodvy wilil be abie To
enter junior middle schoole by the new compulsory educatlion system.

Some people are displeased with the opening of middlie schools for
the masses. They say that it is toc early to open middle schools for
the public and that the new system doecs not conform with the present
situation. However, their opinlons are wrong. They do not have 10
worry, since many students now attend higher primary schoole and youth
schools. There are also enough teachers, and desks, chalrs, and
schoolhouses are obtainable, It will be very sinole to reorgsinize them
into middle schools, ' - .

The new system can easily be put into force by using a part of the
primary schoolhouses and the youth schoolis. The riew system should be
applied to all students of middle schoolis, from the first year to the
third year students. The reconstruection or construction of schooihouses
wil. gradua ll be undertaken, Seizing this good opportunity, we must
raise the g lit; of schcool teachers, Toxtbooks, refercence books and
other *schoo._ supplies muct b provided abundantly. The reconstruction
of JAPAH will ﬁot be achieved unless the sgtandard of hoer compulsery
education 1s ralsed, ' '

I want to proposc a few conditions for the roforn of the present
education systems.. The present national schools (TN: KOKUMIN GAKKO)
must be rechristcncd "primary schools" (TN: SHOTO GAKKO). -All the
studcats who have complcted the aine year compulsory education wili
enter schools of higher gradc and thesc schools will be regardcd in the
samc rein as the prescnt higher schools., The cducation peried of this
now systoem Of hisher schools will be threc years and will include the
fourth and fifth ycar of thc present middle school., In othor words, -
prosent scnior widdlo scheols will be raiscd in status to that of higher
schools of litcraturc and seicnee, whilc technical, commcreial, and
agricultural middlc schools will be clevatcd to highor technical,
commercial, and agricultural schools. Thosc who are not able to recclive
middlc school cducation can attend vocational schools when they have
time to spare. Thosc who graduatc fromhvocutloud schools will bc
treated as higher school graduates, crybody can enter universitics
after having graduated irom highor uChOOlS or vocational schools.,

-~ The new cducational purlod of universitics will bc faur ycars and
they will be cstablished by raising the status of present higher schools
and collicges, The eolleuges of litcraturc, uClanh, cducation, politics,
cconomice, thc policc, railways, industrivs, and so forth must bc
established for the sakc of the masscs. Schools for post-graduates of
universitics must also bc e¢stablished so that students can make a
speclal study of some subjeets, In the ncw systum thoy can study as
iong as they likc,  ‘iven thosc who did not graduate from universitics
can attund thuse schools if they arc sélectcd persons, Various special
courscs, such as agriculturc, law, fishcerics, and medieal scicncc must
be cstablisheds The institutions must boe well-cquipped for cxperimentation
and practical wxereisc, Sufficicnt cxpenditurc for rcsearch must also be

ey L
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afforded, Thesc rescarch institutes will be thce highcest organs for
scademic ruscarch and will be cstablishead Dy rcorganizing the prosent
universitics and laboratorics, Thosc who &arc not ablc to rcceive highor
school cducation and want to study from now cn, Can study by taking
correspondence lcssons or by speclal guldance, and they must be treated
in the samc way as students wno rogularly attcnd schoois.
In ordur to rcform the system of JAPAN's educatlou, the. above-
mcntioncd proposals must bo taken up and accomplishcd as socn o8 possiblc
11 of my proposals are quitc within the bounds of possibility. If we
try, all of them will bBC performed witnin the next ycar, At lcast,
the noew throc=yoear ! 1¢.school systcem must boe put into practicc from
next sprinz., If all the schoo.s arc opunicd for thc publie, JAPAN wilil,
no doubt, develop warvelousliy.
(KAICC, To':iomi, An Assistont profcssor of the Imperiel Undivorsily
. _

6 - Storcs and Departicnt Storys Freparin; for Yaﬂqjqd_QFLuu_:_Asuhi

e A e e Qe S R B I R R & = . ' . . . N — A AR W

Shimbun -~ 25 wov 40, Tronsiators  T. QaWe.

Full Translation:

The vear-end, which has beea ghd always will bc a mattcr of
public concern, is drawing ncar. his wilili, howcver, bc a restless
ycar-cnd, rogked by scrics of digputcs and waves of inflaticn. Desplito
this, hurricd’greparatious for t'fu, yoar-~cnd bargain salc anc fair have
begun in the sthrects, in order fo mect tho oW 7_.ar with cheer at lcast,

A. Tho Shoﬁging centers:d in cvery flourishing districts, There
are fow goods and the prices grc high duc to the big difforcncc between
the official and thy blackmoykct prices..

- 1. The GINZA <\ Thc yegr=-cnd bargain salc wiil b held from around
the middle of Descmbdy undgh the auspices of tho GINZA Federation of
Shopkuepers. A great \zecalf roeflceting its locality, #e shown nhcrc in
the goods for Christma§. fi Christmag troc, six foct hi:h, costs from
800 to 1,000 yen, whild\¢ghc, thrcc feet high, costs around 300 yen., A
papercap, for dancc parffies, costs froam five to 20 yen, a Sznte Ciaus's
aasik costs 30 yen. \ _

2. UENO = A yearsc.& foir anc ¢ barzaldi salc is beia,, planucd
under the joiat auspigls oX thc ULNO Federation of ShopKeclpers and the
KYOEI«KAI. Christinas s are appuailng to the nasses, o8 thc alm
of the Federation isfto rostére the famous ULNO of old, which had bduin
S0 porular amoing they. A '
| 3. ASAKUSA - Fating=h and clothins shops arc doin( brisk
busincss, with the fatter brisily patronizcd by faricrs. )\ peir of
sccond-hond Furopcgn clothes costy from 1,500 to 3,000 yen, an overcoat
from 2,000 to 2,500 ycn; clothcs 1Qp woman costs 700 yen and childroen's
clothes made of fJoss=silk costs aroynd 300 yen. _

Lo SHINJUKWF~ Retall shops wii.\DC opcned at the cast and west
cntrance of the gtation for providin, Agcessary food commoditics for
the Now Year. Afpurchasis  rou; 1S OTSQJ dispetehed to the producing
districts by th ! JOHOKY Consumer's Co-opugetive Asseciation and other
organizations, /

B, Dopartficnt Stores: .dudng at the -storation of dcepartment
storcs, which Jad been appressed by froc markiats, prceparations for
Christmas deco ations, cs well as decoratioca withia thc store, havc
alrcady Legun befor. that of the shopping ccnters, '

1. The RITSUKOSHI ~ Commcnciing with a battléedor. foir and
Christmas salt from 1 Deeember, a ycar-cnd falr from 15 Diccmbor 18
schedulcd, A sholf for the family god, of cxecllent quality,costs
2,500 yen, antl a miniaturc shrinc costs arouad 100 ycn cach. Sacr.d
festoons and Bow Year's pince decorations will not bo obtainablc by the
ayerage public, beecausc these goods arc liablc to be handlced by tnc




DECLASSIFIFED E.O, 11652 SEC. 3(F) AND 5(D) OR (E) NNDG # 2:2 568

‘ EDUCATION REFORM LAWS JUST PASSED BY JAPANESE DIET DESCRIBED BY
\ SCAP OFFICIAL AS BEING IN ACCORD WITH POLICIES OF OCCUPAT ION

l} | The two education reform laws just passed by the Japanese
Diet are in bnrmony with the educational policies of the occu=-
pation and with the recommendations of the United States

Education Mission, a SCAP officinl told the Japanese press at
a conference this morning.

Mark Orr, Chief of the Education Division of SCAP's Civil
Information and Education Section, outlined the terms of the
ochool Law and the School Education Law to the Japanese report-
ers, Both laws are in line also, he said, with the recommendat-
ions of the Japanese Education Reform Council, which has been
studying education problems sincec llarch, 1946,

The two laws represcnt important progress toward' profess-
ionalization of the Ministry of Education, The Iiinistry is
becoming more and more a service agency which will give profess-
ional guidance to schools and teachers, rather than an agency
which merely 1ssues orders, , 9

The new laws recognize the necessity for slow, steady
progress in the reform of Japan's education system, but they
represent a beginning of the broad reform program, They are
not detailed blueprints., Rather, they establish a framework
of policiecs and objectives and make it possible for Japanese
educators to go ahead with the development and Improvement of
the new system., ... '

. Remove Obstacles To Coeducation

The C.I.&E. executive labelled the fundamental School
Law as a "charter of education", the basis for a modern demo=
eratic educantion system in Japan, By the terms of the law
equal opportunity for education 1is given every Japanese, with-
out regard to sex, crecd, social status, economic positions, or
family origin, Provision 1is made for nine years of free, com-
pulsory education., All legal obstaclcs to coeducation are -

removed.,

The School Education Law provides the framework for a s ime-
plified school system which eliminctes many previous barriers
to higher education. Grenter frcedom 18 provided for. private

schools and more autémony for institutions of higher learning.

The decentralization of authority, which was a major recom=
mendatioh of the Education Mission in its report to SCAP last
March is not accomplished by the new laws, but provision is made
in the School Education Law for the transfer of authority from
the national Ministry of Education to prefectural and local
levels as gradual progress in that direction 1is made,

Decentralization of control is contemplated by the School
hdministration Bill, now being prepared in the Ministry. Other
bills urder preparation concern improvement in the status of
teachers and education of Japan's adult population. 31 MAR 194/
LEASE - AFPAC

t ‘.,'._.' v "h‘l.-

o Do

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS: There will be a
press ronference with t he defense panel
of the IMTFE tomorrow morgping at 10
a'elock at the War Ministry.

-O-
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ITRM 1 Education Ministry Meeting With viilicultles oOn Six-1iree System -«
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Tokyo Shimbun - 14 Jan 47. Trenslator: H. Iuchi.

B S e SR s i M. el - By W T S A T A T — - R W e W —-—

Full Translation:

With the total cencéellation of the projected budget amounting to
750,000,000 yen, the new six~three school system to o enforced from
the next school term is alrezdy on the rocks, and must be elither en-
forced or vostponed, The Ministry of Educstion stends fast in its
prearranged policy, and is confident of the anforcement of the 8sys-
tem from the next school term, while seeking the understendings of
various cuarters. However, circumstances do not werrant optimism,
The prosnect of the new school system that can be callec the first
step of demccratic education 1s gloomy.

The six-three system was formelly decided uyon after careful
deliberations both of the Ministry of Bducetion end the Aducetlen
Renovation Committee (XYCIKU SASHIN IINKAI). The conuittee re- '
ported the decieion to Prime Minister YCSHIDA, and the l’inistry of
Jducetion decided to introduce the plan before the oresent Dliet
in the form of & "3chool Gducation Law" (GAKKO XYOIKU HC), and pro-
ceeded to drzw up definite vlans, In this connection, the budget
of 7,500,000,000 yen was prescnted. However, this budget was
totally cancelled bv the Finence Linistry. Being at & loss, Educa~
tion Minister TALNAXA ex-leined the necessity oi enforcing the new
school svstem at the Cabinet meeting held the other day, and a8ked for
their understanding, However, the majority of ministers opposed
his opinion, stressing thut priority should be given tc the nation's
geconomy. Accordingly, Educetion i‘inister TANAKA recuested that
the extraordinary Cabinet meeting be held on 11 January, end agein
explained the plan in full deteils, However, since the meebing
did not reach any conclusion, the Kinistry of Zducation will present
the Cabinet with the formal data on the new s:stem which is to De
discusscd again., This is the development of the affairs, |

Under such unfavorable conditions, the liinistry of Wducation,
which is determined to demand the a)proval of the minimum emount of
budget to enforce the system, is now strivin; to compilc & new €S-
timate with Vice-Educotion Vinister YAMAZAXI and Director HIDLKA of
the Bureau of 3echocl Educetion (CAKKO KYOIKU KYCKU) as the center.
Thus the ministry is resoclved to start the new school system from
the new school term along the linec of this minimum estimate principle
which require 1,000,000,000 yen for expenses tc enforce compulsory
education,

Under such circumstences, the enforcemcnt of the new educational
system will be limited to sir-three compulsory educction. To dgscribe
it more definitely, the new system to be enforced from the next
school term will only affect the sixth grade boys and zirls ol the
existing national schools who will be promoted to thc new junior
high schools, In view of the shortage of expenscs and facilities,

t he oromotion of .the first grade boys of the Junior high schools
to the second 2nd the seeond to the third will not be forced. In

the same way., owing to the shortage of moncy, the change of private

middle schools intc Government institutions will not bc comolctcly
materialized, In this connectlon, it is presumable thot some orivete
scnools will charge school fees and conduct cducition independently.
In line with the new Corstitution, the converted Government schools
from Srivete middle schools cennot cherge school fees, in spite of
the finencizl need to reduce th: estimate as much as »ossible, This
is one of the difficultics thet the Vinistry of Educstion now faces,

As has been arrenged, the senior high school system will be en-
forced from 1948, and the cxisting rromotion system of colleges and
universities will be terminated from 1949. /LAccordinzlw, no éhangé
will be made atr this time on the contemplated nlan to reform higher
educetion, and the »rescnt middle school boys vill be nromoted to
migher grades or hizher schools a8 ususl, “

Above is a plan entertained by the educrntional asuthorities con-
cerning the enforcement of the new school svstem boginning the next
school term. With the “reparatory period drawing neasr, definite plans
will be decided 2ccording to new developments within rcleted agencies.,
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ITEM 6 The New School System and vemocratization of Education - )

| Dalralu Shimbun (VWeekly) - 22 Jen

SUIMAary s

Af'ter months of discussion, the Educational Reform Comnittee,
~inally decided on the 6-3-3-; plan for our school system with the
initial 6-3 plan to be carried into effect from the coming school
Jeary Let us take this opportunity of examining the merits of the
new systems,

In the first place, we must recognize that the fundemental aim
ol the reform points to the democratization of our educational systen,
Reforms carried dut durine the 1EIJI regime left many things to be desired
and amony them one In the educational field stipulates that students
are not entitled to any higher education once’ they enter the nizher
elementary school or the youth's school. Now, the system has Dheéén
caupletely unified, Moreover, the fact that the yvears of commlsory
education have been extended, ond any student, regardless of class,
nay recelve higher education il he or she has the ability is indeed
a great improvement,

cecondly, under the new srstem, a student who completes the
course in a school may, if he so desires,-attend the school
immediately abeve it in grade, Under the present system, the middle
sciool is preparatory for the higher school and the higher school, for
universities, These preparatory schools have now been supersec.ed
by Junior high schools and senior high schools;, reorganizing our
educational system completely.

fhirdly, the new system has thrown higher education open to the
general public, Thus, the comon novion that schools are "places
where -one obtains a diploma"™ will be altered to mean a "place where one
acquires knowledge." Under the present system, students must first
recelve ordinary education belore taking a specialized course, Howe
“ever, those who choose to talie a liberal course instead are accorded
pevter treatment by society; therofore, the longer the period of
llberal education, the hatter one will be paid, The projected onen~
ing of higher education to the public and the blending of common
education with specialized education in all grades of the school
system will serve to eliminate all such evils,

Fourthly, the new system 2ims at the improvement of numanity,
and with the enforcement of cocducation frem primary school throuzh
vhe university, will serve to awaken the pecple te their individvuality
and stimlate their will to establish a bright  and liveral comrmuity,

wow that the merits of the new school system are evident, there
ere some who advocate the 6-4~l plan or the é-4=5 plan, Te arc,
nowever,inclined to think that the 6-3-3 plan is most suitable under
vhe existing circumstances. Let us now consider the various problems
which confront the enforcement of this plan,

With the initial 6-3 plan scheduled to be adopted 2or the
coming school year, the zravest problem will be how we are goins to
establish facilities for the junior high school students who will -
enroll after graduating from primary schools, considering the acute
shortaze of school buildings and construction materials, A decrcase in
the standard of education in theue schools should not ba permivted, since
the enrollment will include children of varied abilities. As many
elective courses as possible sliculd be gilven to enable gifted students
Uo develop their ability to the fullest, and, some appronriate system
siiould be established in schools above the senior hizh schools for the
benelit of talented but needy students, Also, in nroviding a large
selection of ¢lectlve courses, it must be kept in mind that a fusion of
speclalized and liberal cducotion is essontial in rounding out the
students educational progran. le also believe the univergity citension
system has room for improvement,. '
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(Continued)

Along with the democratization of the educational system, Uhe
demoeratization of educators and the elimination of undue pressurc
from spheres outside the schools should be accomplished. In this
sense, a rigid teachers gqualilicctlion examination should be conducted,

and each school should be pernitted to act independentlr‘without
h
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