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INTEAN..TIONAL PROSECUTION SLCTION
Doc. No. 4001 23 uay 1946
ANaLYSIS OF DOCULIENT..RY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF LTTACHED DOCUIENT.

Title and Nature: Ilgng of Conference between
RIBBENTROP and OSHI'L..

Date: 6 ilar 1943 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: German

Has it been trarslated? Yes (x) No ( ) Partial
Has it been photostated? Yes (x) No ( )

LOC.TION OF ORIGINaL: IMT (Nurnberg), Office Chief of Counse
SOURCE OF ORIGINaL: IMT
PERSONS LPLIC..TED: OSHIia; adm. NOMURA; YOKOI

CRIITES TO .HICH DOCULILNT ~PPLICABLE: Relations witn U.S.,
GiBi, U.S.5.R., and India; sggressive warfare.

SUILILARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

1. Japan cannot start fighting against Russia now (p 1)

2. OSHIIL. believes there will be a Jap. attack against
the /estern allied in the Indian Ccean (p 5?.

3, Japan hzd wanted to fizht Russia for a long time (p7

L. In august of last ysar (1942), Japan had intended
to attack India (p 7).

5 The Japanese .sust occupy Calcutta «nd Chittazony
(said OSHIIL). (p 8).

6. Japan cannot attack .iadagascar because of lack of
planes (p 8%.

7. Japanese fleet is bound in Pacific by US fleet (p 11

8. Jaran is well infor.ned about Russian army of Far.
East by many Korean spies (p 12),

9., Japan's present submarines are unsuited for wmerchant
warfare; therefore a new building prograa .wust be started and
Japan ?ants to have two Geriiun submarines as samples (pp 13
and 14). -

10. The Germans are ready to zive the Japanese onc or
two submarines and engineers and officers (pp 16 and 17).

/i.N. Nurnberz Doc. No., 2954-2.S.; IUT (USa Exh.153)/
. .. l.l Pl ST o) DOC. -NO- 4001
Analyst: C...J. Phelps
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OFFICE OF U,S. CHIEF (F QOUNSEL
FOR PROSECUT ION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY
DCCULENTATION DIVISION '
L4 February 1946

STAFF EVIDENCE ANALYSIS
DESCRIPTION (F ATTACHED DOCUMENT (Under following headings).
Title and Nature: Photostat of memorandum, signed by Gottfriedsen,
re conference between Ribbentrop and Oshima on Japan!s role in the war,
esp. against Russia and submarine warfare,

Date: 6 March 1943; Origimal ( ) Copy (X): Languapge: German

LOCATION (F ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of 4 February 1946:
IMT (USA Exhibit 158); copy OCC files, Nurnberg

SOURCE (F CRIGINAL

Marburg docurent center, von Mackensen files,

PERSONS OR CRG.ANIZATIONS IMFLICATED:

Ribbernt rop, Docnitz

REFERENCES TO INDEX HE.DING (Key to par. nos. of summary below):

JFEGGIIESS IW ITAR 3 ST;I.T:M NTS AND PL.'LNS; LKL CH G‘OVERN}.EI‘HI A\ GENCIES;
VIEHRMACHT, OKM

NECESSARY PROCESSING TC PUT IN EVIDENTI/RY FORM; IEADS

Nomura and Yokoi, Admiral Meissel

SUMMARY OF REIEVANT FOINT'S (with page references):

l. Japan cannot start fighting against Russia now (p. 1.)

2. Oshimn believes there will be a Japanese attack against the
Western Allies in the Imdian Ocean (p. 5).

3. Japan lad wanted to fight Russia for a long time (p. 7).

Le In August of last year (1942), Japan had intended to attack
Indin (p. 7)-

e " '%‘er J;.panese must occupy Calcutta and Chittagong (said Oshima).

Pe 8)e
6. Japan cannot attack Madagascar because of lack of planes (p. 8),
To '%‘he Jaganese fleet is bound in the Pacific by the US fleet

Pe il

8, Japan is well informed about the Russian army of the Far East
by many Corean spies (p. 12).

9. Japan's present submrines are unsuited for merchant warfare;
thereforec a rew building program must be started and Japan
wants to have two Germnan submarines as samples (pp. 13 and 14),

10, The Germans are ready to give the Japanese one or two submarines
and engincers and of ficers (pp. 16 and 17).

A lyst: Cohn Doc. No. 2954~PS
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TRAMSLATION OF DOCUMLNT NO. 2954~ »g '

OFF ICE OF U.3. CHIEF OF COUNSEL

Fages F 12027 & F 12028)
TOP SZCRET (Rybber Stamp) Minutes Reich Minister
for Foreign Affairs 14/43 top secret
(in ink)
MINUTES
on the discussion of the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs with Ambassador

OSHIMA on 6 Xarch 1943,

______ B A .

Ambassador O3HITVA declared, that he received a Telegram from Tokyo, and
he 1s to report by order of his government to the Reich Minister for Foreign
Affairs (RAY) the following: The suggestion of the German Government, to
attack Russia, was the subject of a common conference between the Japanese
Covernment and the Imp-rizl headquarters, during which the question was dis-
cussed in detail and investigated exactly. The result is the following: The
Japanese (Covernment absolutely recognizes the danger, which threatens from
Russia, and completely understands the desire of its German ally, that Japan
on her part will also enter the wﬁr against Russia. However it is not.poaslblé
for the Japaness GCovernment, considering the present war situation, to snter
into the war, It is rather of the conviction, that it would be in the common
interest, not to start the war against Russia now, On the other hand, the
Japanese Govaernment would never disregard the Russian question.

The Japanese Covernment has the intention, to become aggressive again
in the future on other fronts.

The RAX brought up the question after the explanation by the Ambagsador,
how the continued waging of the war is envisaged in Tokyo. At present, Germany
wages the war against the common enemies, fngland aﬁd American, mostly alene,
while Japan mostly behaves more detenaivelyaiﬂbwevar it would be more correct,
that all powers, allied in the Three Power Pact would combine their forces to
defeat England and Ameries, but also Russia together. It is not good, when one
part must fight alone. One cannot overstrain the Cerman national strength, He
has worried silently, that certain forces work in Tokyo, who are of the opinion

and who propazate it, that Cemany would come through the fight victoriously, and

that therefore Japan should consolidate itself further at first, before it makes
further and utmost efforts.
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The U.S.A. and England followed the tactics quite openly declared
in Casablanca as their program to direct all their efforts first against
Germany and Italy only. Up to now the facts had confirmed this. Unfortu-
nately Ambassador Sato in Kuybischew appears to have assured the Russians
of Japan's unconditional neutrality. In any case we had to undergo the
experience that fresh Siberian divisions had fought at the Eastfront,
especially at Stalingrad, Nevertheless we would continue to attack the
Russians over and over agdin. The situation at the Zastfront had become
stabilized snd except for a small gap still existing a solid Cerman front
was established., Dut at the same time we had to battle England and Ameriea
in Africa, in the a2ir snd on all Oceans more or less alone. Japan's effort
was smzll indeed comparedherewith. Also the theater of operations in Burma
was comparatively small. Ther«fore Tokio should understand that Cermany
ralsed the question whether in the sense of the cammon war effort it was
proper tactics for Japan not to fully utilize its own people's strength while
that of Germany was stressed to the utmost. He would like to emphasize again
the fact that if Gemmany should ever weaken Japan would find herself up
against a world coalition comprehending not only England, America and
Russia but also the power of the peoples of all nstions of the world in-
cluding a bolschewlsed Lurope. Therefore the question is thus formulated,
whether at the present time, so very decisive for the outcome -f the war,
the forces of the allies (Verbuendete) were properly distributed and were
really deployed according to a common total war effort,

Ambassador Oshima answered that it was decisive for Japan whether it had
sufficient forces and whether its armament capacity was sufficient so as to be
able to attack cnd beat the Russians in addition to its »resent adv-rsaries
without at the same time endangering her operations on other fronts., Tokio
was afraid of a dispersal of lta_furces. On the other hand Janan's atti.ude
was by no meaﬁg?a%¥enaivn or awaiting; on the contrary a new attack
against USA and the inglish would certainly be made, He personally believed
although he had no exact information on that subject, that this attack would
lie in direction of the Indian Ocean. In any case faith in an indivisible
common victory of the allies (Verbuendets) was a forgone conclusion for Tekio,

Unfortunately it was a fact that where as between Cermany and Italy all
e
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TRANSLATIoN QF DOCUMENT NO . 2954-P5

cont'd.
_———-—\

political and military questlons between the two countrise could be

discussed very quickly and eastly this was not the case between the leading
authorities of Cermany and Japan. He had agked his government SeVeral \ine .
to send him more detalled information about the real situation in his
country so that he could inform the German government more fully about

the situation in Tekio znd ite plans. But the mutual information by means
of telerrams was not sufficient and did never replace personal discussions.
But if for that reason our mutual confidence were shaken a great danger

for the further common war effort would arise.
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TRANSLATION QF m?xm NO. 2954-PS

—SORW'd.,

The Reich Foreign Minister replied that of gourse it was no

question whatever of a viplation of the mutual confidence be-
causme this was unshakeable between Germany and Japan. The
question mentioned was solely one of Jjoint warfare, of joint
strategy to be folowed, i.e. the proper utilisation of joint
forces, Germany thoroughly understood that Japan has to build
up and to consolidate her newly won bases and positions, She
had done that for one year, and now while Germany carries the
heaviest burden of thi f£ight, Japan eught to be in the position
to strike a new decisive blow against the common adversary.
It was not a question of mutual confidence, but he was some-
times uneasy that Japan had the intention of consolidating
her strength for another year and to start only later with a
new attack,

To this the ambassador replied, that he did net belleve
so. He did not know the intentions of the military leaders
at homej; however, he knew that for a long time Japan had the
intention to turm against Bussia. However, at this moment she
did not feel Berself strong enough, If in the South the front
was taken back and several islands were given up in erder to
concentrate all forces to the North, it would perhaps be pos-
sible, However, this would mean 2 heavy defeat in the Bouth,
It was not possible for Japan to d¢ both, to advance to the
South and to the Horth at the same time, Mr. Reich Foreign
Minister explained that, of course he understood very well,
if Tokio could not make her military plans known. He only
wanted to repeat and emphasisze once more how regrettable it
would be, if Tokio should remain purely defensive., Because he
ought to know that Germany was fighting a very ha battle
which she would certainly win. This, however, would be very
much eagier for CGermany, if she were relieved on any point

by her ally Japan,
Oshima pointed out that in August of the past year

the intention was current, with whieh Mr., Reich Poreign Ni- .
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nister was familiar, to attack India, However, the Americans
by their attack on the Salomen Islande enticipated this ine
tention, and for this reason the attack upon India had to be
postponed. However, apparently this was t¢o be made up for by
them, Japan was forced to out the English supply line to India.
The continent itself would be attacked for certain, even if
it was impossible to occupy all of India. In any case, Cabutta
and Chittagong were teo be occupied first.

Oshima pointed out answering a question, that 8ingapore
had not been restored yet completely. He further said, in
response to a question, that it would be extremely diffioult
to attack Madagascar on acoount of supply difficulties. Por
such an undertaking very strong air fleets were necessary,
whiok simply could not be spared at the other theaters of war.

Oshima called the reports from U.S8.A. regarding the
complete sinking of a Japanese convey, false and exaggerated,
It was true that of peven transports three were sunk, three
damaged and only one reached its destination., Of six destroyers
three were damaged. It has again been found necessary that, if
it was intended to attack an island, the air bases had to be
taken first. _

Then M¥, Reich Foreign Minister brought up again the
question of the attack on Russia by Japan, and he declared
that after all, the fight on the Purma front as well as in
the South was actually more of a maritime prodblemg and on all
fronts-except those in China - there were montly very few
ground forces committed, Therefore the attack on Russias was
primarily an army affair, and he asked himeelf, if the neces-
eary forces would net be ready for that., Oshima replied that
the main part of the Japanese army wes tied down in China and
also on the Burma front the forces were considerable, If Ja-~
pan wanted to attack Russia, nearly ell the troop from the

SBouth had to be brought to Manchuria., In any case, there were
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TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO. 2954-PS
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not enough troope to attack with definite mdiotiim .t
early viectory. It goes without saying that one was pm
in case the Russians were the attackers. But for an attack

against them, however there were not enbugh forces on hand,




TRAMSLATION Q7 DOQUMENT N0e2954-PS
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foward the end of )Mareh or beginning of April severel efricers,

gamouflazed as eouriers and amdassadordal secretaries would appive

bere frem Tokic to submit particulars aboul ihe situation, militeary

strenfhand vlaw of Japan, ifter thelr arrival, he would de in & no-
sition to draw a better piecture of Japan, The imbassador emphasiced
onee mora, that Japan was not willing to esssume a defenslive poeition,
The Relioh Foreign Ninister on his part emphasized that
"the Russian' would agein and again be attacked by Gu-nnn;r u.-ntall
he weroned. This year he would probably achieve ne such successes
as he aghieved. st present on the Don against our Allles, since tho
Germany irmy,; from mow on,; would depend solely upon itawown strongth,
If, however, Javan were %o cobtperate, victory would be achieved
quicker and Cevmsnhy would be in a postion tc transfer hor'troqpe to
the Fest and then finally to attack the Pritish Isle itself, Tf, as
the Japanese ‘mhassader had sssured, Japan undertabk aggfessive opo-
rations sgainet the Angleoeimericans thie would mean relief: for us,
lowever, ome had¢ %o be c¢lear about this point from the beginning,
that 4t would serve & purpese only, if such optrationl' were not cone
ducted on a small seale $n & limited ares JAmhassader Oshima explained,
thet  large ffensive would be undertaken for certain, I womld
have to be eonsidered though, that eperations oonhctod h tbo uonth
st present weras by no means simple, especially sec in vh' of tho
gsolossal distances and the Tar wranshing out of ind!.vi.dn_ll bacas,

Furthemore the great bettleships and the majerity of the miina

Flest operatus in She Pacifie and only the omsller ohin were soud

to the Allantisc, Por this Peason the Japanene httlnhlpn had so far
been tied dewn in the Pasilie. A% She begin of the Guadaleanar of fon=
sive they hed had insufficieat forces there, Bvonthunutho course
of the fighting m-luui had beon suffered it had been possidle
neantime to estadlish & good pesition, After the situation had mow
improved there, oue had been in & posiSidn %o earry operations inko |
the Isdian Oeean, To the distribution of strength on the Russe=Jr v,

/

nese front the /mbassador hed to s:y, that the Japanese armed / v
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TRANSLATION OF DOOTITHET M02954=r8
cont'*d,

were far inferior to the Russians. By reason of a carefully leid
out net of esplonage on the russian side, where many Coreans wero
workine Cor them as espiinage agents, the Japanese General Steff
had a very correct survey of the nosition of the Red Fare past
aruy. One had a correct pieture of the position of bunkers, their
thiekness ete, The total strength of the nussian arnies was
estimated at 800,000, It was quite plausible for the nuseians to let
80 many troops remain on the border, since, in the course of thelr
history, they had had many bad experiences through sudden attacks
of the Japanede, ,
To our reports about aid %o Ruszia Dy the U.S.4i. Via
vhuvhtuk, rshima pointed out that the ussiams wvers permitted

enly one sea route by Japan and that on this route all ships were
searched for arms and ammunition.The Japanese Government had no
particulars whatever on smerican deliveries of war material by thies
route. It was known $o them, however, that the Americans maimtained
a flightroute from Alasca to Siberia, This route led from Pairbanks,
inadyr, Jakutsk to Xrasnojarsk and some valueable material was bouad
to be deligwred to the russians via this route.

The !'i.oh roreign Minister then qmatiomd the Ambassador '
with respeet to the telegram forwarded from Tokyo during the lant
discussions, wigher he had now reports from his Geverament eoncerning
the Sybmarine questien, and what actually it inteded to do in thls
divection, Oshima replied the Japanese Govemnnent intended to
accentuste the “ubmarine warfare and would 1ike to make the necoSva-
vy preparstions %o this end. The surrent Japanese subnarines
were not suitzbls for this warfare, a fact ‘whieh Admiral Doenit:

)d confirmed during sxaminstion of s Jspanece submarine in Lorient, '
therefore the Japanese Navy would have to rearange its building pro-

ram and would be thankful
e if they could obtain two U-Boats as
specimens from the German haval outhorities.

e
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TRANELATION OF DOCUNENT ¥W0.29%54-PS
cont'd,.

aa:;apom-uhmmul jomurae and

e had alre
etion of the boatis,

e time, NecODBRIY for cowpl

ihey egtimated ¥
f the oldest dnd nos¥

aﬁont'ha.mrnmmo

at gbout 12 to 1
who at & very early age was

expericncad g*Boat officers in Japan,
tmmww.

a1ready Comsander of tne U'BoA
U'Roat congtruction progras with-

particular ¥ho ajvoeated the naew
out rooirvation. Nazura had received & telegran 8 few daye 280 v

which recalled rim to Japane fhey assusmed that he wWas recallied
on with the U'Boat conptruction pPrograse

It was he in

It would

all the fotalle _
and gtated that he

exnctly

wininter agreed
aving spoken prineel? %0 Atmiral Poeniise.

Ambagsalor nahima then inquired as to the impreagions of

ine Reich Poreign Winleter on nies Itelien trip whereupon the

reign ¥inloter expressed greaat satiafaction amt the
g had already pant sOoune information to the

ﬂlomoemnnuainandrullof

en reachecd goncerning all commor
- i

after I

Reich FO

vigoure Couplete agreosnent had be

pnhlﬂm.
rosolved tb make every effort
He wanted to intro

for total Wa¥e They woukd marci |
dmce sertain refoms |

were
sith us to the 1ast man.

B T -

4n the militery gpheree

70 a questien of AnbasscdoX geghing as o the attitude of

Foreign Wisvieter replied, 21l
that they axe pound to Germany

the Palkan-Stotes; the Reich

f‘t*““":.n:‘-m'm,-.‘ -

Turk
if atimkod;'l'he sponiards and the Owedes

rality. The most important thing was
colosgue sollapced as 300n 28 poaaiblr ¥

ctory of the allied mnatlonce

peut
winister, that the Russian

ahich would gasrantes the final vi
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TRANCLATION OF DOCUMEND KU ,29B4-FS
cont, 4.

The Reich Poreisn Minioter aaked Ambasosdor Oshima to gee nhim

once more on the eame day,in order %o inform him that the

Cerman Covernment, after consuting the favy, was prepared o

put one or two U-Boats at the dimposal of the Jananese Navy.
now discusses

e suggeatod that Admiral Homra/ the details of thip matter

witn Admiralﬁﬁoiaacl. The Germnn Gavarnncnt d1d this on the

‘aasuaption that tho aapaneae Havv wluld start aa fagt ‘a8 pomsibic
.tha U*Boat building progrnn on a 1arge geale and in mams produc-

" tien. The Ambassador stated that the Jepsfiese Govornment im
“ﬁf;;parad fo 4o tﬁia. The training of the crews would not offer
any special difficulties ams the trﬁining of an U'Boat orew for
thn*unn against merchant shépping i emsior than for the use

1n the large Japanese’ -nhaniptﬂ eruisere for navdi«gpqrationa. ;
Qoncerning the msee m mmn wan gf &p pp;lnl” that t
this question alse wemld nmunly be solved as the smaller 3
boats can be built faster and require not se complicated it

stallations az the boats built there a2t present, Reich Foreigm
¥inister (RA¥) enm his part pointed out that the U'Boat itself
could de duilt rather quickly, the mein Aifficulty, however, wac
the construction of the machines, Tn order to aspist the Japanest
Navy in cerrying out the program it would surely be possibdble

to put German engineers at their dispesnl for the machine con-
struction and also officers who had sufficient experience for
the tactical use of the boats againet merchant shipplng. Oshima
stated that the Japanese Ravy would certainly be very grateful
for every assistsnce and he would now ask Admiral Nomura to
diecuss the details of this prodblem with the German HNHavye.

The Reich Foreign Binister (RAN) expreassed his opinion
that Japan within a short time would bde able, from hor far ade
vanced bases, t¢ make an effective assault at the cnemy supply
lines and Ambagsador Oshima on behalf of his govermment exprsssed A
his thanks for the Germsn willingness. The Reich Forcign Minister
(RAM) then digmisged the Ambassador.

Perlin 9 March 1943 (signed) Gottfried
SRl -




TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO. 2954-ps

cont'd
_——-—-——__--——-——-—__—____-

We, HeJ« HARRIBON, Br. Exp. F. Permit No. 110609 and Dr.
HeveV. VEITH, AGO No. D 150649, hereby certify that we are
thoroﬁghly conversant with the English and German languages
and that the above 1s a true and corréct translation.ot‘

Document No. 2954-P8

26 April 1946

4.1 Syt W/

Hede HARRIBON Dr, Hev.V. VEITH
Br.Exp.P.Permit AGO No. D 150649
No. 110609 |
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PARTIAL TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT NO, 29 54-PS
OFFICE OF U.S, CHIEF OF COUNSEL
\

Pages F 12027 & F 12028)

TOP SECRET (Rubber Stamp) Minutes Reich Minister
for Foreign Affairs 14/43 top secret
(in ink)

MINUTES

on the discussion of the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs with Amboassador
OSHIMA on 6 lMarch 1943,

e L W

fimbassador OSHIMA declared, that he received a Telegram from Tokyo, and he is
Lo report by order of his government to the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs
(R\WM) the following: The suggestion of the German Government, to attack Russia,
was the subjeet of a common conference between the Japanese Goverrment and the
Imperial headouarters, during which the question was discussed in detail and
investigated mxactly. The rcsult is the following: The Japanese Government
absolutely recognizes the danger, which threatens from Russia, and completely
understands the desire of its German ally, that Japan on her part will also
enter the war against Russia, However it is not possible for the Japanese
Government, considering the present war situation, to enter into the war, It
is rather of the conviction, that it would be in the common interest, not to
start the war against Russia now. On the other hand, the Japanese Government
would never disregard the Russian question,

-,

The Japanese Govermment has the intention, to become aggressive again
in the future on cther fronts.

The RAM brought up the question aftoer the explanation by the Ambassador,
how the continued waging of the war is envisaged in Tokyo., At present, Ger-
many wages the war against the common enemies, England and fmerican, mostly
alone, while Japan mostly bchaves more defensively. However it would be more
correct, that all powers, allied in the Three Power Pact would combine their
forces to defeat England and America, but also Russia together, It is not
goed, when one part must fight alone. One cannot overstrain the German na-
tional strength., He has worried silently, that certein forces work in Tokyo,
whe are of the opinion and who propagate it, that Germany would comc through
the fight victoriously, and that therefore Japan should consolidate itseclf
further at first, before it makes further and utmost efforts,

o3 3¢ I 3 3¢

(Page F 12035 Line 5 to Line 14)

Then the RAM again brought up the question of the attack on Russia by
Japan, and he declared that after 2l1l, the fight on the Burma front as well
as in the South is actually more of a maritime problem, and on all fronts -
except those in China - there are mostly very few ground forces cormitted.
Therefore the attack on Russia is primerily an army affair, and he asked him-
sell, if the necessary forces would not be ready for that.

O 3 3 I 3

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION
F DOCUMENT NO.2954~PS

18 November 1945,

I, WILL/RD E. SKIDMORE, Lt (jg), USNR, 391590, hereby certify that I am thorough-
1y conversant with the English and German languages; and thet the above is a truec
and correct partinl translation of Document No, 2954.Pg.

WILLARD E. SKIDMORE,

‘A
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i III. (Photostetic cy in Doc. Rn. )
N - . , AFF IDAVIT

| I, GERaRD SCHAEFZER, being first duly sworn on o2th, deposc and say:

§ 1. Thet I am Chiof of the Documentation Division of the Office of the
[ United Stetes Chief of Counscl, Nurnberg, Germ=ny, and 28 such have pos-
session, custody And control of truc and accurate photostatic copics of =2
certein originel capturcd enemy documént. That s~ id photostetic copics
. | h=ve beon numbered 2954-PS by szid Documentztion Division.
. Thzt said a2bove referrcd toioriginal aocument was czptured #nd

obtained by militery forces under thc command of the Supreme Coamander,

" e (]
-

allied Ixpeditionary For:cs, from German Foreign Office Files and Archives.

g T
i

1 d. Thet said originml captured encmy document efter its scizurc wes

retained by the United Ststes Army Docur-nt Conter at Marburg, Germany,

and such above mentioned photostrtic copies were delivered to, filed, nun-
: bered Aand processed by the Documentetion Division of s=id Office of tha
! United States Chicf of Counsel At Nurnberg, Germeny, in tho zenncr sot
+ ) forth And described in detail by me n & cert=in affidevit medo by me And
dated the 15th of April 1946 cevtioncd, "affidevit Concerning the Cepture,
5 r' Processing #nd Prescrvation of Germen Documente”, end which s2id affigavit

I hereby verify, ratify and 2ffirm end mrke a pArt of the herein affigavit

by reference.

4, That the document to which t.iis affidevit is 2ttached is 2 true

end correct photostatic copy of said orizinal ceptured onemy docwient ebove

)\ referred to.

t 1 5. That s=id abqva reforred to original ceptured cnemy document

| . is, to the best of my knowlddge and bclief, being held ~nd retained by

't the United Strtes arzy Document Cent r Sub--Scction in charge of captured

: Germen foreign officc papers and now located in Borlin, Germany, for in-
spection by various Authorized agencies, and thet a photostetic copy of

said original is hercby furnished and certified to beceuse of the un— | ﬂ

B, avallability of said original document for the reasons a&bove sot forth.

Gefard Schaefer

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me thir 16th dey of  April 1946,

@ oK W, echinc Lo y
\ _ ohn W, nincloss L
0-2052152
Capt., JAGD
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THE UNITED STaATES OF AMERICA,
THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE UNITED
KINGDO4 OF GREAT BRITa I 4ND
NORTHERN IREL4ND, 4ND THE UNION
OF SOVIET SOCI.LIST REPUBL ICS
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CERTIFICATE.
The undersigned, BRIGaDINR GEVZR.L WILLIaM L., MITCHELL, hercby certifiesj

Th~t he is the duly appointed quslified 2nd acting Generzl Seeretary of
the Internrtionsl dilitery Tribun=sl, =nd th-t =s such he h=s possession,
custody =nd control o6f 21l of the reccords of seid Tribunel &nd ~11 documente

admitted in evidence during the trie)l of the s2bove entitled cause,

Thet the document to which this certificete is 2tteched is & true end
correct copy of the photosteatic document which wes heretofore rdmitted in evie

dence in the course of the trisl of th: above entitled ceusc end identified

s Exhibit USA 158,

Th=t e=1d. photostetic documeont so 2dmitted in evidence As ~forrssid h=s
basn impounded by s2id International Jilitery Tribun2l through the undersigna
a8 its GenerAl Seeretcry, #nd as 2 rasult is being held and reteined by the

undersigned.

Th=t the undersigned hes issued the herein certificate And ceused the
seme to be attached to said copy of s2id photostatic document in order to
verify the existoence end contents of s=id Exhibit, and to further esteblish
the fact that the originzl of s~id Exhibit is unavailable beceuse of ite hay-

ing been impounded es eaforesaid,

DOYXN E at Nurnberg, Germany this 16th day of April 1946,

Mfilloor. £ 2ptfure .

WILLLw{ L, MITCHELL
General Secretery
Internrtional Military Tribunel
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'ie Besorechunn des Herrn Reichsaussen-
rs mit Botschatter Ushima am ﬁ;lll;43.

Sotschafter Oshima erklirte, er habe ein
Telcgramm aus Tokio bekommen und hahe dem Herrn
! is Auftrage seiner Regierung mitzuteilen:

Uie Anregung der deutschen Regferuna,
lussland anzugreifen, sei Gegenstand efncr qe-
neinsamen Konferenz zwischen der japanischen

egierung und uem kaiserlichen Haupt quartier
jevesen, auf der die Frage eingehend beraten
ind genauestens tiberpriift worden sei. Das tr-
qebnis sei folgendes: Die japanische Regierunn
erkenne curchaus die Gefahr, die von seiten
lusslands drohe und habe vollstes Verstindnis
fUr dan ‘unsch ihres devtschen Verblindeten,
‘ass auch Janan seinerseits in den Krieg geaen
‘ussl=nd eintrete. Dar japanischen Regierung
sei es aber annecichts threr derzeitigen Kéicg:
lage nicht moolich, in den Krieg einzutreten,
fe cei vielmehr der Uherzeugung, dass es ia
on Intcresse lieoge, den KPieg gecen
t nicht zu beginnen; lldﬂrer39i‘- )
yere
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verde aber die japanische Regierung nics ls cie
russische Frage ausser Acht lassen,
Die japanische Regierung habe die absicht,
in Zukunft an den anderen Fronten wieder aggressiv
ZU werden.
Der RAM warf auf die Erklarung des Sotschai-
ters die Frage auf, wie man sich denn in Toxio di¢
.eiterfihrung des Krieges vorstelle. Zur leit
fi'rr Deutschland den Krieg weitgehend 21lein

egen die gemeinsazen Gegner Lngland unc agerila,

vahrend Japan sich mehr defensiv vorhalie. s wore

ver doch richtiger, dass die i=m Creierp2kt ver-
vindeten Michte alle Krifte zus mmenfasste~, un
ngland und Amerika, aber aush Russland gerein-
caz zu schlagen. Es sei nicht gut, venn ein Tei!

(]

~11cia fechten nmiisse. Man diirfe die deutsche

i F ooy
-

Iolkskraft nicht tiberspannen. Im Ctillen hege

or die Sorce, es kdnnten in Tokio Krafte am der<e

- Y P—
1,... u
.-:'- -‘."
]

N "1 B

ain. die der leinuna wdren, una uicse auch pre-
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utectlza¢ den ‘awnf schon sieg-
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v

jsa und cogland verfolgten die Taxil
iieses auch in Casablancz ganz of fer
rogramm ausgesproc-en, dass die Jliters
1o Kpifte zundchst allein gecen Deutscnland
'+-1ien wenden sollten. Uie irklichkeit ha-
.sos bisher bestitigt. Leider habe dazu
. n-cheinend der Botschafter Satu in Kuybi-

ien Russen die Versicherung jer unbedingtsan

rolitat Japars abgegeben. ir h.tten jeden-

e crfahrung machen mussen, dass an der
tiront - insh@sondere auch in Stalingrad - fri-
_1hir1schai01v1810nen qekimpft hatten. Trotz-
Jrden wir ﬁia Russen immer wieder aufs Neue
reifen. ES h{be sich die Lage an der Ostfront
vilisiert unc eine feste ceutsche Front seil,
~sahen von einer kleinen noch vorhandenen
e, hergestellt, Gleichzeitig aber alissten wir
. syo' 1 in Afrike, in der Luft und auf allen
1on den Kampf gegen cngland und Amerika mehr
onicer allein fihren.
» cinsatz Japans sei doch in Vergleich
ering. (uch der grigLSSCh]U?IatZ fn “ur-

i deagegenaber ki >shalt nusse
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“nd die Frage
'nsamen Kriegfuh-
'8Nt Japan sefne ef-
nsetzp, vihrend die
° angespannt gef. fp mtch-
> Wenn Jautschlang jemals

sich einer "eltkoalition gegen-
'8r ausser Englang, Amerika ung

iolkskraft allep Ladnder dep Welt, auch
cchewistischen

turopas, Zusammengefasst
581

t1so die Frage gestellt, ob in digsar
'Usgang dee Krieges go

Uberaus entscheiden-
i1e Krafte d

i wirklich im Sinne einer gemeinsamen tota-

/Tihrung eingesetzt seien.
JOTSCNng

'ter Oshima erviderte,

fir Japan seoi
‘aggebend, o

88 genligend Krdfte habe yn-
1ustungskapazitst ausrciche, um 2u dan
1020 Gegnern aych noch den Russen anzuerei-
l | ‘= schlagen zy knnen,

Jiagn

o
|G

ohne dabei seine

AN den andegpan Fronten zu nefzhr

iurchte gina Zersplittarung seiner Kp
rerseits

581 Japans ialtung




g5 rein cefansiv und nur abwarten!,

vin npuer Angriff gegen USA und dies Zng:

ar rde bastimmt erfolgen, Cp persinlich gl

2. wann er auch keine genauen Nachrichtan hi: -
Iber habe, dass dieser Angriff in Richtung des
ndischen Ozeans 14egen werde. Auf jeda Fall
1ber sei fur Tokio der Glaube an ainen untrenn-
"aren gemeinsasen Sieq der Verbindeten eine
'elbstverstindiichkeit, Leider sei es nun so,
12oss zwischen Deutschland und Italien alle poli-
tischen und ailitdrischen Fragen wegen der Narh-
rarschaft der beiden Ldnder sehr schnell und
laicht besprochen werden kdnnten, wdhrend dieses
zwischen den leitenden S+ellen Deutschlands und
Japans nicht a8glich sei. Er habe seine Rggie-
rury mehermals gabeten, ihn Uber die wirkliche
lLaje in seiner Heimat ausfihriicher und genauer
\ild zu setzen, danit er der deutschen -
rung be.sere Auskunft U-er di12 Lage
'ldnc Tokios geben kénne., Aber d12 g 70
Jnterrichtunc afttels des Telagranm' 2rk
nige nicht und ersetze n agals die personiich
Aussprache. fipim aher aus dieses Grunde unser

gegcnslitlgpa'Vortraunn verletzt wlirde, sc He-
deute

iy, * ba ¢ D = t* ,‘,r w .
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egs rein cefansiv und nur abwarten!,

:in nauer Angriff gegen USA und die _ng

.r verde bestimst erfolgen. Cp persinlich gl

]
2. aann er auch keina genauen Hachrichten hi

lber habe, dass diaser Angriff in Richtung de:
ndischen Ozeans 14egen werde. Auf jeden Fall
1ber sei fur Toklo der Glaube an ainen untrenn-
varen gemeinsamen Sieg der Verbindeten eine
7elbstverstindlichkeit. Leider sei es nun so,
i2oss zwischen Deutschland und Italien alle poli-
tischen und ailitdrischen Fragen wegen der Nach-
sarschaft der beiden Ldnder sehr schnell und
lsfcht besprochen werden kdnnten, wdhrend dieses
zwischen den leitenden S+ellen Deutschlands und
Japans nicht stiglich sei. Er habe seine Rggie-
rurg mehrmals gabeten, ihn Uber die wirkliche
laje in seiner Heimat ausfuhriicher und genauer
\ild zu setzen, danit er der deutschen Ha-
rung becsere Auskunft uoer di12 Lage
'ldne Tokios geben Xénne, Aber di2 g 90
jnterrichtunc afttels des Telagraam' 2rk
nlige night und ersetze n 'agals die personiich
Aussprache. ligun aber aus dieses Grunde unser

gegenseitiess Vertrauen vertetzt wirde, so be.
deute
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cute das fir die weitere cezeinsay:
¢ine grosse Gefahr.

Der Herr RAM warf hier ein, dase splbctvep:t
lich von efner Verletzung des cegenseiti-en /ap'r
'ns nicht im mindesten die Rede sein kénne, dein i
ses sei zwischen Jeutschland und Japan unorschutt r-
lich., s handele sich bei der aufgeworfenen “ranc

‘a

wisschlfesslich un eine solche der gemeinsaren hriec-

tuhrung, der gemeinsam zu befolgenden Strateaie, d.h.

‘es richtigen cinsatzes der gemeinsamen Kr fto.
eutschland verstiunde durchaus, dass Japan die neu
cwonnenen otutzpunkte und Stellungen erst ausbauen
ina seine srdfte konsolidieren musse. .s habe lieses
in Janr lang getan und nun, wo Ceutschlanc die Haupt
anpfes trage, misste Japan doch in der L:-
Zu einei. neuen entscheidenden 3toss egen
insamen Gegner ansetzen zu kinnen. cs sei
s eine Frage des gegenseitigen /ertraucns
habe manchmal die .orqe, dass Japan die
sichi nabe, noch ein weiteres Jahr seine ¥r
1eren und erst 3pater nit einew neuen
\zusetzen,

otschaftor epvwidorts Hiderauf,
chi I.'J CEmeel o e L "e i{’ c1¢
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'arischen Fuhrung 1n sefner Hefpat nicht; er
st aber, dass Japan seit langen die absicit ha-
1ch gegen Russiand zu wenden. ts fuhle sich
°r iz Augenblick m#scheinend hierfir nicht stark
"ug. wenn man im SlUden die Front Zurlckndhme und
efirere Inseln des Feinde preisgdbe, um alle Krifte
«ch dem Norden zu verlegen, dann sei gas eventue!
1lich. ts wirde dieses aber eine schwere Nieder-
‘e 1m Suden bedeuten. Beides, ein Vorstoss nach
7 Juden und gleichzeitig nach dem Norden sei fir
‘2 an nicht adglich,
ver Herr RAN erklirte, dass er selbstverstind-
‘ich auch sehr gut verstehe, wenn Tokio seine mili-
tarischen Pléne nicht bekannt geben kdnne. £r habe
'"a nur noch einmal efndringlich sagen vollen, wie
sedauverlich es wire, wenn Tokio rein defensiv blei-
sen wdrde. Denn es misse vissen, dass Deutschlang
¢inen sahr harten Kampf kdapfe, ven 23 bestimat ge-
winnen werde, der aber fir Deutschland sehr viel
leichter sein wlrde, wenn es an irgendeiner Stelle
iurch selnen Yerbindeten Japan entlastet wirde.

shiza fuhrte aus, nan habe im Auqust des ver-

-nen Jahres, wie deu Herprn 247 ja bekannt

Indien anzuareifer.

FI12 ud3
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‘aerikaner sefem abor dfeser Absicht dyrch {hren
1 Angriff bef den Salemon-Insein zuvorgekosaon une
. | daher habe der “'m suf Indien aufgeschoben
| “erden mlssen. Amsehefnend wirde dioser jetzt ;
aber von thaen nachgeholt. Demn Japan se! gezwun-
ien, den Engl¥ndern“den Nachschub nach Indien ab-
tuschneiden. Man werde sicherlich auch das Fest-
'and salber angroifen, wenn os auch unatiglich sei,
janz Indien 2u b‘lttzon. Auf jeden Fall werde man
zundchst Kalkutta und Chittagong besetzen aissen.
Auf eine entsprechends Frage srklirte Oshinra,

‘ass Singapur moch nicht ganz wieder hergestellt
sel. cr Hdusserte ferner auf eins Frage, dass es

aus Nachschubgrinden Xusserst scheierig sei, Mada-
gascar arzugreifen. Denn fUr ein solches Unta;;;;-
aen seien sehr starke Lyftetreitkrifte not wendig,
N Gie eben von den anderen Kriegsschauplitzen nicht
l f-f . ‘hgezogenr werden kinnten.
i ;o j';; Uie USA-Meldungen Uber eine totals Versen-

-« B | “ung eines japanischen Geleitzuges bezeichnets

'shina als falsch und Ubertriebon. Allerdings

| ¥ aien von 7 Transportern drai yorsenkt, drei hHe-

_ + 0y
' e | 13 und nur einer zn Bes’izmungsort angekos
|
i

'on sechs Zersthrepn sejen drei “esch

o
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fﬁ ﬁffizlor

Uher dis
ang J.;

b 2 b glese angekossen [y
u?rf“' s ,g‘ tse bote wﬁﬂﬁ Is,. dass
‘Iif0loivt Haltung

4 q - E fJH
Japan nfg | -2 a

elnzunih ﬁE -

-9 . . S . .,
f‘}r ) -y

d F

i #einerseits, dass
2y iﬁr wisder angegrif-
fen wiirde, B :_ e h serde. In diesen Jah-
re wirde ll'j u;}_-;i | _ jor solche Erfolge wie
jetzt an :?[“ unsare Bundesgunossan er-
ringen, dall ‘iiﬂtchl Armee worde' sichion
jetzt ab llll'ﬁf sich selber verlassen. fenn
aber Japan st elagreifen vBnnte, dann wirde

der Sieg schnoller erreicht werden und Deutsch-
tand in der Lage sein, seine Truppen nach

dem 7esten Zu verlegen und auc!i dann endlich

dis englische Insel sglber anzugréifan.

enn Japan, wie der Sotschafter versi-

- rr'.

cor Rused ¥
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o |
chert habe, Angriffsoperationen gegen die Anglo- o
Amerikanep unternchme, so bedewts das fur wuns efne f*>

ol

ntlastung; aber man slisse sich dogh von vorn-

herein dariber klar sefa, ﬂ&ﬂun nur einen

Iweck hitte, wann solche llt 2

kleinen Teilopes rationen uIPQL " |

erkidrte, dass bestinat eine rosed 0

unternomsen werden wiirde. El_gi’ auch zu be-
nken, dass die jetzt durchgefiihrien Operationen

in Suden keinsswegs leicht wiiren, Insbesondure

wegen der kolossalen Eltfiéiipgil und der weiten

Verzwsigung der liizlllll'ﬂ' paniite. Ferner

ope rierten die gl'nlq_sehh $ffe und das
Gros dsr amerikanischen Flotﬁf fo l&ll.n Ozean |
und nur die kieineren Sehtffe ﬂﬂ‘ ia dem Atlan-
tik geschickt, Aus diesem Gpunde sefsn bisher auch’
die japanischen Schilachtschiffe immer 1n Pazi-

fik gebunden gewesen. Bei Anfang der Offonsive

in Buadalkanar hdtten gsf= 21emlich ungeriligende

wedfte dort gehabt. Wemn man auch fe Verlauf der

Kdmpfe starke Yerluste gehabt habd,so sei es in-
zwischen jelunjen, eine recht gute Stellung aus-
zubauen, iachde: nun dort die Lage glinstiger ge-
warde sel, sei man jetzt in der Lage die Opera-

tionen

A S — e — -
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tionen in den Indischen 0zean zu verlegen,

Zu der Kedifteverteilung an der russisch-ja-
panischen Froqiiliqgtrtt sich der Botschafter, dass
die ja';jia.biifstéoltklrftc denen der Russen weit
untariniln sefen. Der japanische Generalstab ha-
be Uber den Stand der roten Fernosi-Armee sinen
sehr genawen Uberblick auf Grund eines sorgfaltig
ausgebauten Splemagenetzes auf der russischen Seite,
vo sehr viele Korsaner flur sie als Spione arbeite-
ten, Man-habe ein genaues Bild Uber die Lage der
Sunker, die Bunkerdicke usw, O1e¢ Gesamtstirke der
russischen Armeen betrage 800.000 Mann, Dass die
tussen soviele Truppen an der Grenze stehen lies-
sen, sel auch ganz natlrlich, da diese bisher {im
Laufe fhrer Geschichte stets sehr schlechte Ejﬁh-
rungen nit pl8tzlichen Angriffen seitens Japans
gemacht hidtten.

Zu unseren Meldungen Uber die Zufuhr Huss-
lands aus U.S.A, Uber Wladi-ostock meinte Oshi-
ma, dass den Russen nur aina Seestrasse von Ja-
pan erlaubt sei und dass auf dicser alle vchifie
jach ‘affen und Munition untersucht Wwrden. Die

ja anische

-
[
—h-""___-
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Japanische Reglerung habe keineriei Unteriagen
dber amerikanische ng!lfunj von Kriegsgerit auf
dizsen iege., Es sel !’hyn aber bekannt, dass die
Aserikaner oine Flugliade von Alaska mach Sibir{en
unterhalte. Diese fUhP® von Fairbanks, Anadyr, Ja-
kutsk nach Krasnojarsk und hieriber wlirde sicher
einiges fur die l.‘g.l-l.rtvollll'iiilrlll ge-

liefert. BENXNEEXXREMXEKENEEX) o

Oer Herr RAM richtete sodann an den Bot-
schiiter unter Bezugnahme auf das bei der letzten
“esprechung Ubergebene Telegrams aus Tokio die
rage, ob er neue Nachrichten hingichtlich der
c-cootfrage von seiner Regierung habe und was die-
se denn eigentiich in dieser Richtung beabsich-
tige. Oshima erwiderte, die japanisehe Regierung
habe die Absicht, den U-Boothandelskrieg zu ver-
schirfen und mbchte dazu sofort die motwendigen
Vor ereitungen treffen. Die jetzigm japanischen

. \-Boote seien fir den Handelskrieg nicht geeig-

net, wag auch .dmiral D8nitz nach der Besichti-
qung des japanischen Bootes in Lorient bestdti:t

nabe, Uie japanische 'arine miisse daher 1hr

s T - o
JPULran *1len un' dire deshadt dankbar

\
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Triwy "l-]“l'l"lﬂ*l.,;!r-v

xenn sie zwel U-Boote als Muster von der deut-
schen Marine bekomsen kinnte. Er habs ait den
Adairalen Nomurgund Yoko! bereits gesprochen und
diese schitzten die sotwendige Zeit zur Herstel-
lung der Boste auf ein bis efneinhalb Jahre. No-

mura sei einer der ¥ltesten und erfahrensten U- OEE j
Bootoffiziere Japans, der sehr frith schon Koaman- {
dant der U-Bootschule gewssen séi Gerade or trite
unbedingt fir den newen U-Bootbau ein. Nosura
habe vor einfgen Tagen ein Telegrama bekomuer,

das 1hn nach Japan zurlickkomsandiere. Sie ndhmen
an, dass seins Rickberufung mit des U-Bootbauplan
in Zusasmenhang stinde. Es wére wichtig, dass er © ] 6
vor seiner Abrefse noch mit Adsiral Dinitz genau ' 

alls cinzelheiten bespriche. Der Herr RAN stimmte - E
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benachrichtigen, nachdem er selber sitAdmiral | 17
Jonitz gesprochen habe. |
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nach den Eindricken des Harrn RAN gvon seiner
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‘1ot ausserte. Er habe den G.sandten Xase in ios
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188 I'rogramas behilflich :u sein
noglich sein, deutsche lngenioure
chhnenbau zur Yerfugung zu stellen und
vitiziere, die cine genligende Erfahrung ir
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taktischen tinsa*z der Boote iu Handelskrie
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tten, Ushisa erkldrte, die japanische Harine
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der deutschen Marine zu shrachen.
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ungsvolien Handelskriog von seinen weit vorce.
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