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(Reclassify when
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\ filled out)
4 @ Lt
(a) Unit Repor’rlng ME& (b) Based on or at_ PSS SARATOGA, (CU=3) (c) Report No. “
(d) Take off: Date 21 Pebyuary 1948 Time (LZT) M2  (Zone): Lat. i Long m°431_3
| (L6308 posit.) (1633 posit,)
(e) Mission Jambat f vatrol over SARATD WO Jima invasion) (f) Time of Return_ = (Zone)
None returned - all planes
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. di d in ses about M
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON , BOMBS AND TORPEDOE
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
F6P=5 | VP53 | 4 A - Hone "
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. B
TYPE SQUADRON |  NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
_.m [ < L o - e -
mwmufl-

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).

age on all.Large standard
red disclﬂ_cnjmi'.hm&,

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
recs NO NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; of t'wo mﬁ!ﬂéﬁmé‘- for
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTEFR GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
. . he ‘. 2 o
’ 1ie 3032' Eo (1) nschine guns, 2 othdrs unimown since
(1)m 5 3 (ZONE) m 1T} &8 ' R Wlm;:::m@d.
t plenes engag ed. x
- == = - (ZONE) 7“5 mim LHRobgerved o _ {4"-53) all k thakd & OLiVE-
fousible ..exm in one. green splash camoue
(2) EEKE L 0 16531((20%) inknowr % underside (£loge on all, No ine

Suicide bombing aw.,ck
“ (h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)on surfice units in

aignia on one engaged
ingizgnia for

Did Any Part of vicinity of Iwo Jj_ma, others unkuown,
(1) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds? _¥ag It so, Describe Clouds Cummilns OO _9/10Lhs gover.
~ Time of Day and Brilliance _ _ v |
(j) of Sun or Moon - oo, Syercast and basw, (k) Visibility 32;(&&%5})
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (d)
TYPE DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED ‘ - CLAIMED
PEFS VPa53 R 6504 cgckpi:b.Level‘,é o'clock wed

"" 163

l

. W
o f Age
- I

= < - 1 “d

£ - L4
‘1 . - . P15y

| in adtien M tb:ls- ﬂmrbh plm euuzaﬂnwm ﬁé‘err he since mrsign N‘E‘LSDN joirred up a:rrd
flew with his fellow pilots soon after the encounter. (See narrative for further details.)
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REPORT No.__ &

VI. LOSS OR DAM%GE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

(a) (b) (c) (d) : (e)
CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON&}-’- TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE- self-sealing tanks, equipment hit) (Give Bureau serial number of planes destroyed)

VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).

(a) (b) L e), B (d) - (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
1 Missing in aetion.

VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES

A/C OuUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING
For-5 [ (Cap) | (CAP)| 5.8 £00 389 » |mknown| e - Bope

IX ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over ¥ 3 i - a
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ) 4 - - -
LIGHT — Machine qun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm o X o — rim
X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB, Since the aciion was almost "imgtantaneous" in type, not much epportunity

at various altitudes | WaS presented for comparative performances; however, the pilots did note easy
manoeverability of the Zeke and its ability to make far tighter turns than the

il P6F=5. All pilots feel that water injection (which they all used) placed them
CEILINGS at a decided advantage since they were able to close guickly and effectively
Zre . with the enemy. In one case an FPéF-5 closed from 3000¢' to 1000' in 30 seconds,
PROTECTION In 1"831'5' to m’ SZIMBORSKI made the observatimn toh&t the first Zeke
ARMAMERFT which he and RADFORD engaged seemed to have heavier armament than the usual

7.7 machine guns, He bases his conclusicms on the size of the gum barrels
protruding from the wings and the size of the gun flashes, SZYMBORSKI claims
to have seen only one gun on each wing, He estim tes the barrel of the gun

ALLSET — MFD, BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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stuck out about 1€ inches from the wing, and had what might have been an inverted
cone-shaped flash shleld, aboul 4 or 5 inches in diameter, on the end of it. The
size of the gun flash was figured to be 2 £t in length. SZYMBORSKI made his obe
servations from a. distance of 100 yards or less and definitely feels thot the
armament on this Zeke apreared heavier than the .50 czliber guns he had been so
accustomed to seeing on the F6F-5, HRADFORD did not observe the armament on this
plane, but on the one he shot down and the one he saw in his reareview mirror,
he was of the opinion that each carried 4 machine guns, 2 on each wing. From the
4 flashes that he saw in eazch case, and that appeared like litile red dots,
RADFORD believed that the guns were 7.7 caliber and were set flush inte the leading
edge of the wings, LUKE made no observations as to armanent,
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWR AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
& " Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
¢ " Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

. o i
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RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
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XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

REPORT No 2

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

A foureplane combat air patrol was launched by the USS SARATOGA at
14L00K in the vicinity of Iwo Jima on 21 PFebruary 1945. It was the first
CAP of the day and was made up of VF=-53 pilots and planes (type F6F5).

The division was led by Lt. R.W. LUKE (114650) UsHR, and alse included:
Ens, J.P. NELSON (337916) USNR, LUKE'S wingman; ®ms. L.C. RADFORD (368259)

USNR, second section leader; and Bms, C. SZYMBORSKI (346821) USHR, RADFORD's

Wingman,
Immediately after launching the division w.s split into sections with

RADFORD and SZYMBORSKI furnishing antiesubmarine patrol in the form of a
surface search about 12«15 miles ahead of the parent carrier, and LUKE and

NELSON orbiting the SARATOGA, ogecasiocnally being vectored out by the SARA=

TOCA FDO to investigate targetm which in every case (where they were
located) turned out to be friendly planmes,
At 1630K RADPORD and SZYMBORSKI were ordered back to sereen the ship
now located at 1419 53% B, 25° 03" N, and were immediately sent out to
intercept a large "bogey" which the FDO rsported was appreoaching the ship
from the northeast at a distance of approxim-tely 60 miles, The weather
was overcast and hagy with 9/10ths cumulus cloud cover and visibility 12
miles, The cloud base was at 3000!' and the top at 5500'., Twenty (20)
minutes later RADFORD tallyhoed enemy planes at 1650K at 142932t B 25906! H,
bearing 084° 20 ailes from the SARATOGA, LUKE and NELSON arrived on the
scene a moment later, '

RADPORD, using water injection, broke throught the clouds at 53001
followed by SZYMBORSKI, # mile behind, and spotted five enemy fighters

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Taraets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

5 miles ahead, 4 in right echelon formation, and one about 500" above

and 300' astern of the others, All were recognized as Zekes and were
moving across the friendly planes' line of flight from port to

starboard., The single enemy plane, apparently seeing RADFORD first,
ilnmediately broke off to starboard and made a run on RADFORDg Both planes
fired headon at each other but apparently ne hits were scored by either
pilot, possibly because they closed so rapidly thus eliminating any

decent sighting for a good lead shot, RADFORD only fired a short burat of
10 = 15 rounds from 1500' « 2000% range. OSZYMBORSKI, having pulled out
to starboard and swung around to port for a 909 full deflection above shot,
next engaged this enemy plane, and saw the bullets from his 6 .5us hit
the Zeke from the nose to the tail as il passed by imn a dive, Because of
the speed advantage of the Zeke from iis dive il pulled out of range,

80 OZYWBORSKI kicked left rudder, put on his water injection, and closed

te 1000* from 3000 range im 30 seconds, Having reopened fire at 1600°
range SZYUBORSKI held his fire until he was forced to break off and

throtile back at 100 yard range because of being too close, This firing
W level at 6 o'cloeck and resulted in large pleces of the Zeke's tail
section flying off. A thin trail of smoke emerged ffom its underside,
and the Jap began a shallow spiral to port into the clowds. The plane
did not burn, but SZYMBOLRSKI believes that since the pilot did net attempt
tsoever any evasive action after his first run, he must have been

Lied by the bullets that weni into the cockpit at that time., The Jap

OPERATIONAL
Navigation

Homing

Rendezyous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Onperations
Maintenance

ad every opportunity to do a loop or dive for cloud cover, but didn't,
In the meantime RADFOLD continued on ahead to toke on the remaining 4

enemy planes. The closest one turned into him, and the other 3, now aware
of opposition, fanned out aznd scatiered wildly., RADFORD opened up with his
6 .508 from 1500' « 2000! range and watched hi= tracers go into the Zeke

Eo on a 50=75 shot burst that was fired ai 19 o'clock level., There

a flash, originating from the cowling of the Leke, which enveloped the

| plane, and then flames were seen covering the starboard wing and the
fuselsge as far aft as the cockpit,
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CONFIDENTIAL

X1l. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment treely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT -
Disposition
Altitudes

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Anagles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Fnemy Weaknesses

Offensive Tactics, Owr
g R 5 Er'wern'g
Defensive Tactics, Own
¢ o Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own

Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
Strating
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
LUse of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

- -

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

REPORT No._.

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

SZYMBORSKI, saw SZYMBORSK _ ,
and stabilizer to pleces, and confirms 2 destroyed plan -
based on the fact that it could not have been cont rolled with so mueh

of the tail empennage shob off), However, while in the turn 1o port,
bullets began hitting RADFORD's plane from the ¥rear, striking the cockpit
hood and the port wing just forward of the alleron. '

ducking away withou® suffering any further damage.
of the clouds to find himself only 500' direct below 3 Jap planes
y what was left of the original group), nosed up and gave one
a short burst without any visible affects, and dove for cloud cover onee
again, This time when he emerged he saw 4 Zekes eireling 5 miles distant
with a lone Helleatb diving into thelr midst, This turned out to be L.
LUKE who had just arrived at the scene of the encounter. Up to this point
the entire action had covered a period of 2 or 3 minutes at the moste

14. LUKE and Ems, NELSON had been ¢ireling the SARATOGA at 2500' when
They proceded north and then turned
LUKE was inm low blower, and showing 2700 RPM and

NELSON lagzged behind, possibly because he

61 inches manifold pressure, _
did not ge to blower, wut did manage to gst close on the turn eastward

when he was only a mile to starboard of LUKE, After climbing to TOOOF

LUKE started down through scattered cumulus clouds and tallyhoed 4 Zekes
who were orbiting 1000°* below 2 = 3 miles ahead at 1130 o'clock, These
same olive green = dull khaki splash camouflage as the others,
but LUKE is emphatic that the one he eng ged had no markings or insignia,
a8 were seen on two planes that RADFORD engaged a moment earlier; however

it could have been easy to miss seeing the "rising suns " in the hazy light
and heat of battle. -

It is not known whelher this second group of Zekes included any of the
first group or not, However, based on the total number ob gerved in both
sightings and the number of planes destroyed in the first encounter, there
were more than the five 7ekes which were originally spotted ab 1650K by
RADFCRD, In both cases the enemy fighters were definitely recognized as
Zekes by all of the returning pilots.

LUKE had the impression thot the Japs were looking for gomebhing %o

aware of his presence. -
came around in his circle and opened up from 5U0° with 6 .50s for a

Tracers vere seen Lo enter the Zeke's starboard
A second long burst, from

level 6 O'clock shot.
ron the root to the Uip.

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezyous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance
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A : ~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT _
CONPIDENTIAL | &
' . . REPORT No.__

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY | following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT s | 2 ~ '
o g - It was less than a minute later that LUKE saw a Zeke falling oul of
Speeds control in a mass of flames, The location was 7-8 miles from RADFORD's

Approach Tactics . |amd SZYMBORSKI's emcounters, the time 3 minutes later, and the altltude
Angles of Attack and |@ifference 2000 ft. The returning pilots concur that this plane was
Their Effectivencss.  mome they had engaged, based on these facts, and feel sure that it was

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and | destroyed by Ene. NELSON who was known to have been in the immediate

U i vicinity ‘at the time, but who is now missing in action., This seems to '

ENEMY AIRCRAFT o D@ the best eonclusion sinee ne obher friendly planes were in the vieinity
Disposi tion 77 lat the time, This plane couldn't have been NELSON himself because NELSOW
oy joined up & few ndmites later with the rest of the divisiom. At amy rate
APhroadh Tactic 2 a tmrthJapp]'.m was m:rzi:d. lgst, o

Sles of AMadk  After LUEE's engagement the remaining ememy planes were lost since
gis?lmce EJfA(TDt;erfinq Fire  had seattered and disappeared in the clouds. The division Joined up ( ine
ey ) ackcs ¢luding NELSON who showed up seemingly out of nowhere) and went below the
EEEJ‘OMME&'E'SH‘)AA'}?ON . clouds circling the area at 1000' looking for the ememy. INone was found,

bt b e  [but RADFORD saw two large circular oil slicks on the waler 3 miles apart,
Ow es :
Z6: VSsRnuRg and LUKE besides seeing these, saw a third slick nearby, this cne having

pove Tactics, Own - |giniking pleces of tall assembly in the middle of it. -
Sinsiie Tectics, O y Now under SARATOGA FDO contrel, the division was veetored southeast and
Elaxible Gunnery,'O\:gmy told to orbit 12 miles from the carrier, ‘!hen,tmtil 191“. they were SenG
Escort T%r;‘ricsk on a contlinuous wild £005@ ¢chase after ﬂmﬂn that invarWIy turned out
e S rC o to be friendly aireraft. This must have occured sbout a dozen times, and
Night Fighting finally terminated at 1915K when darknese had set im and plans for ditching

~ Recoanition, Arcralt |nad to be made since all planes were low on fuel and could not land on the
ATTACK . |damaged and fouledeup deck of the SARATOGA., They split up at 1945K, with

OWK TAGTICS . o Tol LUK dib?hing)mcmafully at 1955 in the darkness near a amall mine=-
ylethod of Loraind 19l | sweeper (#302) which imuediately rescued him. SZTMBORSKI, heving picked
A'D’f?;t'dii;a?g@eds up the SARATOGA's oil slick, followed il southeast ard found the garyrier,

Dive: only to have to land in the sea alo 3slde a destroyer because of the

~Pull-Out damaged flight deck. This destroyer, the USS MELVIN .one of the SARATOGA
by ' soreen), ricked SZYMBORSKI up immedi tely at 2000K, with much credli for
%effijej?emT e saving SZYMBORSKI's life being given to a boatswain's mate who dove from
et Jarning, the ship to assist SZYMBORSKI until the DD could ston "nd mamgever in
DEFENSE, ENEMY close. RADFORD set down at 1953K beside the DD, USS HYMAN, just sast of

Evasive Tactics, Ships Iwo Jima, and experienced no difficuliy in being rescued.

Concealment

Searchlights : FELSOR was heard asking the SARATOGA for a veetor back to the ship
Night, Fighter Factics about 1950K, was told to go te Iwo Jima since he was so low on gas.

Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND Though he was near Iwo Jima and innumerable shipa in the Area, no furthorp
RECOMMENDATIONS word has been obtained of him., It is presumed that he might have been
soIa D actc injured on landing in the darkmess in the rough sea and went down with
B e of the plane, Daylight search the next day failed to produce any clues

Bombs, Torpedoes as Lo his wherezb ruts, He is listed as misaing in aetion,

Selection of Targets

P The SARATOGA radar gear which determines the altitude of approaching

g hachics targets apparently was non-operational, since Lhe FDO was unable io give

e 6f Radiy = ¢ the altitude of the ememy, Thus, the division leader, Lt. LUKE, feels

Eﬁc?nnaisiance the division was lucky t9 have made any interceptions at a]l, paﬂiﬂﬂlal'l’

U i because of the many clouds which offered such excellent cover., Communica=
o T ions were generally good, with the exception of channel ¢ (guard channel)

Navigation hich the p.‘!.lotn l‘.puM as W fnziy, and difficult to understand

g ransmissione from the ship. Thias might have been caused by damage to Lhe

enaezZyous

Recognition, Ships lbip'l- radio g8al, - LV _

Eﬁc';";{? 0 gg;;ms The first group of Zekes that were intercepted, from thelir southeasterly

and SZYMBORSKI, When the enemy encountered op osition they made
use of combat team work, sinece aside from the two planes thatl made single
rung, most acvreaved te seatler wildly and fan it fav nlavd serne,

Search and Tracking | course and their formation, seemed headed for business , according
Efse Operations RADFORD :
aintenance
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X1l TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment, Describe action fully and comment freely,
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UQﬁ of Radar

Nignt Fighting
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ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target!
Approach to [arget
Altitudes, Speeds
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Dive

Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tacti

. Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships |
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Fffectiveness of
Bombs. Torpedoes
Selection -;rf Tarqgets
Fuzing
‘:frafmq Tartics
Defensive Tactics
L.!S,e of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
brr(fmq
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OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT - (Reclassify when

filled out)

. REPORT No.___ 2

ARMAMENT

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
Homing Devices

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
iFF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROGTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants

Automatic Pilots

Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

Use additional sheets if necessary).

d0 difficulities because of miterial failure were exverienced on the
fiight covered by this report, with the excerti-n of a rehostst falling
to dim the light on one of the plane's sunsizhtse lowever Lhis was of
minor lm: riance, Ctherwise, all pilots ro orted exce lent ﬂarfqmm o8
o the part of the Hellesat, - T N

The life jackets used by SZYMBORUKI and RADFOLD deVeloped slow "}’-. 3 2KS
dmnediately «fter inflatione A test showed that G2 dEBONSKIYs Jackel léake
as a result of a loose hexagonal nut located on the CQ» flask housin b
RADFORD's Jacket was not returned. | 1 |

The Hodel A Pararaft packages (manufoctured by HiS » 3arbers Point A & R)
were in all cases easily removed from the cockpits of the airplanes,
RADFORD and SZYMDORSKI found it difficult to cnen Lhe pararaft packages
and discarderd them In the water. Both complain that the JAC Connector
U=bolt was too difficult to loc te and .as fastened Loo tight for casy
reiease, LUST hed no difficulty in opening the nackige y Daving had plenty
of time to opan it before leaving the wing of the plane and getilng into
vhe water,

LUKY did coiplain of difficulty in orening the Kidde tyre rotary valve
WO, bottle as is often the case; Lhe sufety ;in mechanism was too complic ted
fof easy release under cnergency conditions,
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