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3 HEADQUARTEAS /¢
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEX
(PACIFIC)
APO 7234
/0 POSTMASTZR, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS a21) PLACE: TCKYO
(NAV NO. 52) DATE: 27 October 1945
TIME: 0930 - 1130

£ Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Divislion.
SUbj ects MBAUL @
Fersonnel interrogated.and.background.of eachs

Corznander Yasumi DOI, IJN. Gunnery Officer, Staff South Eastern Fleet
Mareh 1943 - 1945. Based at RABAUL.

h “mere interviewed: Room 340, MEILJI Building.

. Interrogator: Captain Ce Shaﬁds, USN.
Interpreter:  Lieut. Comdr. D. Bartlett, USNK.

Allied Officers Present: None,

SUMMARY

About 200 Japenese navy plenes and 60,000 troops operating from RABAUL
against the american advance in the SOLOLONS. United States heavy bombing raids
seriously damaged landing strips but never sut all strips out of commission at
the same time. Harbor shipping severely damaged by cive-bombers., Mining of
RaBALL not effective. mffective mining in MUNDA, BUIN and kKAVIENG. Radar on
CAPE ST. GEQIGE gave aboub 1 hours warhing of approacn ol United States Aircraft
from the SOLCLCNS but cerriler raids came as & surprilse. Bonbardment of instal-
istions not very effective. sufficient food and supplies but deficient in anti-
aireraft ammunition, United States occupation of SOLOMONS stopped Japanese
expension to the southwest. Initial turn of the war considered occurred av
MIDLAY forcing new naval tactics. Naval air losses in SOLCLION Campaign detri-

mental to later defense. Loss of shipping had severe economic effect upon end
of war.
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HEADQUARTERS

UiSs STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO #234

C/0 POSTEASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 221,) PLACE: TOKYO
(NAV NO. 52) . DATE: 27 October 1945

TIME: 0930 - 1130
Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

Subjects  RABAUL.
fersonnel interrogated and background of eachs

Commander Yasumi DOI, IJN. Gunnery Officer, Staff South Eastern Fleet
iiarch 1943 - 1945, Based at RABAUL.

"here interviewed: Room 340, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Captain C. Shands, USN.

Interﬁreter: Lieut. Comdr. D. Bartlett, USNR.

Allied Officers Present: None.

SULMARY

About 200 Japanese navy pianes and 60,000 troops operating from RABAUL

against the American advance in the SOLOMONS. United States heavy bombing raids

seriously damaged landing strips but never sut all strips out of commission at
Mining of

the szme time. Harbor shipping severely demaged by cive~bombers.
RABAUL not effective, Effective mining in LUNDA, BUIN and hAVIENG. Radar on
CAPE ST. GEQAGE gave about 1 hours warning oi approacn of United States Alrcraft
from the SOLOMONS but carrier raids came &s & surprise., Bomnbardment of instal-
1ations not very effective, Sufficient food and supplies but deficient in anti-
sircraft ammunition, United States occupation of SOLOMONS stopped Japanese
expansion to the southwest. Tnitial turn of the war considered occurred at
MIDLAY forcing new navel tactics. Naval air losses in SOLOMON Campaign detri-

mental to later defense, Loss of shipping had severe economic effect upon end
of war.,
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Q. Vho was in command at RABAUL while you were there?
A. Vice Admiral KUSAKA in charge of Naval installations, General IMAMURA in

charge of the Army. They had equal authority.

0. How meny airfields did you have in operation?

i, Three Navy fieids: (1) East Airfield (2) Viest Airfield (UANARANAU) and
TOBERA Airfield. There were also two Army air strips but they were not
much good.
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Q., How many planes were based there?

as They Navy had a mexXimim of about 200 planes. The army had hardly any.
Only a few search planes, but they did not fly very much. Most of the
ATMY planes were 1in LURka. The tactical ideas of the Army and Navy
were not the same so there was 1O good. coordination between them, There
were seaplane facilities but only a few operated there. Not over twelve.

| ‘ Lftor the began to operate tney found it was too difficult so they Jjust

£ dwindled away. «fter that they only came with supplics. all planes

: were fueled from 200 liter drums.
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Q. What was the effect oy our air raids upon RABAULL?

‘. Vhen the heavy-bombers ccme, the landing strips were seriously damaged,
but there were not very many casualties. The dive-bombers were very
serious against ships and did practically all of that kind of damage.
One day, about 1l November 1943, was a bad one. Dive-bombers sank
four supply ships in tae harbor. I don't remember the nomes, against
supply dumps, the damage WoS ~bout the same between heavy-bombers and
dive-bombers. fter the plancs 1eft for TRUK in February 1944, your
targets shifted to strafing of personnel. Thnt was very distrcssing.

How long did it take to repair the runways after & bombing raid?

.. Usually about 10 hours, since 211 of the fields werc never bombed at
onc time, the bombing of thc fieclds was not too serious, However, if
plancs tried to land on the damaged fields or on the .rmy fields which
were very rough, they usually werc damaged, If all fields had been
bombed at the same time it would have been serious.

Q. How effective were the mining operations?

Ae The water at RABAUL was about 60 meters deep so it was not very effect-
ive. e did not even sweep, I do not think that any ships were sunk
there from mincs. In MUNDA, BUIN and KAVIENG the mines were very serious

and there were many casualties. 1 do not remember how manye

Q, Did you have any radar installations at RaBaUL?

aAe Yes, we had a secret one, well hidden on CAPE ST. GEORGE. 1 could
pick up planes about 100 kilomcters away. Ue also had coast watchers
with radio at BUIN and EMPRESS OF AUGUSTa Bal. le generally had about
-n hours notice of the approach of your planes from GUaDilCuaNaL. That
was enough time to men our guns and put up fighters., Carrier attacks
would sometimes surprise us.

Q, Did you have any fire control radar?

e The first anti-aireraft radar fire control equipment was brought down
about September 1943. It was the first Japanese equipment of 1Us kind.,
It did not work very well, and was broken completely in October 1943,
Ve tried having fighters fly alongside bombing formations to give us
the altitude and speed, but due to communication difficulties that did
not work very well. The heavy-bambers always came over at the same
altitude, so we thought we knew 1v pretty well; but we missed a little
on spceds ‘Je think that we shot down several hundred .mecrican planes,
including those that were damaged and did not get back to their base.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTEARCGATION (Commander Y~sumi DOI, IJN).
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Q. Who manned your guns?

Ao

Qe

Q.

e

Tt was about half Army and half Navy. The Navy menned all guns over
12,7 em. we had 12 X 12,7 guns, 8 X 12, cm, guns and about 60 other
AA guns., In addition we had about 200 X 20mm machine guns.

Did vou have ndequate ammunition?

No, we were always very short of anti-aircraft ammunition. It was
normslly grought in by transport, but as shipping conditions became
more difficult, due to sircraft cttack, it was brought in on destroyers.
About October 13, it was brought in twice by submorine,

How many shore-based persomnel did you have at RABAUL?

About 3300 Navy. About half of these wers Novy labor battalions. The
rest were garrison troops. There were no special landing troops there,
Prior to April 1943 there were very few Army troops at RABAUL, but

after that about 60,000 were drawn in from the western end of the island.

Did you expect the Americons to land at RABAUL?

There was divided opinion. The Navy thought that it would not be
profitable and unnecessary 10r you after you captured LAE ana SALAMAUA
and started through the MARSHALLS~-GILBERIS. The Army thought that you
would, so moved in all the troops. vhen you went into the MARIANAS

we were sure that you would by=-pass us. ab that time it was not important

that you capture R4BAUL, since it was not contributing to our defense of
the EMPIRY,

How did you get your aircraft to RaBAUL?

Most of the Navy plones flew in either from the PHILIPPINES or from THUK.
The Army flew in a focw, but they had navigation losses so later brought
them in by ship. The ships generally passed around the northwest end

of UEW IRELAND but sometimes to the south depending upon the intelligence

we received about your patrolling submarines.

What aireraft squadrons were based at RABAULZ

, It was the 1lth Air Fleet, 25th and 26th Squsdrons, composed of fighters

and bombers, Sometimes the squadrans varied.

Tlere you present during any ship bombardments?

Yes, I was at MUNDA and V1LLA, There was very little damage, but it
was very fearsome, Not very acecurata, Sometimes we couldn't even find
were the shells landed. ‘de were Kept slecpless and fatigued, Sometimes
fuel or supplies would be hit, Mostly just damaged airfield.

Werc any of the American planes that were shot down shipped back to JAPAN?
I do not think so, but the radio equipment was removed and shipped.

Did you have any motor torpedo boats operating in that area?

it one time we had a few at the southern end of BOUGAINVILLE, but they
were mechanically imperfect and we stopped using them. oSome boats
which were to be uscd cgainst battleships were at SHORTLAND but they
were not successful,

How did you control your night fighters?

Only with searchlishts. They did not have radar., Only two would be
up at a time,

How did you maintzin supply lines to your bases in the SOLOMONS?
Early in 1943 we used desiroycrse Later we used small boats. Boats
entered a seerct harbor on NEJ GEORCIA opposite ARUNDEL ISLiND. They

operatcd ot night and were hidden during the day. The ships were not
over 50‘0 tonse
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. Q. Did you expect us to 1and at MUNDA?

" io Yes, we plonned to mine it by aircraft, but the mincs did not arrive in
time, Later we had trouble with them so did not use them., The weather

% was nlso bad for mining. Three days before you 1anded, we mined it by

Lt
T

using destroyerse

Q. Wren rou were on R.B.UL did you recelve information wnen other islands
were occupled?

ie Yos, we recelved smmediate radio notice from the SOLCMCN ISLaNDS. We
a1so knew when KiadalIZN, GUal and SaIPaN were captured.

Q. What effect did the loss of the SOLAMNS have upon your plans?

Ae It stopped our expansion to the southwest., Our original plans did not
call for expansion, but when we got te the SOLOMCHS we thought that we
shnuld go further. e did not plan te copture AUSTRALIA, but we thought
thot we might go as far as the NEW HEBRIDES. Wwhen you captured the
SOLOMCNS, our orders at R.BLUL were to hold there. It was very expensive
tn the Jaopanese Navy o try to recapture QU.DALCANAL, We lost many
pileots and planes which we nceded later. 1lso lost ships. The army
1nst many trained mells

/ Q. What factors crused you to lose the war? -
7 i. I was a student in our army-Navy Research Institute end Staff of the /
7 Bureau of Military Affolrs. e were studying the total war, hoping |
/ +hat we might find some Way te win, We felt thet on the whole the &
. Novy was placed in 2 situation which was under the general management <
‘Z of the army. If the army -nd Navy had studied it more widely, we h’

k"

Y would have dene better. after our Pirst success at PE..RL H..RBOR and e ™

J kY
' CEYLCN we rccelved 2 sgvere setback at MIDVLY. I think th~t was the \
/ first turn of thsz tice., We had to changs our Naval plens but did not ‘\,
!{:_ hove many big carrders to do it with. Vic also studied cconomic and

/ morale subjects 1ike fucl. and iron, We thought thet we could hold on ;
- for a long timc, but in the end the destruction of our shipping was -'?
{  very bad for us.

3

Q, How large were the guns on the MUSASHI and YaMaTO?

ie In the Novy Collags we were not permitted to talk ~bout thosc shipse The
guns were listcd as 1,0 Speeinl". 1 think that they were L6cm (about
18 inches).
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