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. HEADQUARTERS
U.S,STRATEGEC BOMBINB SURVEY
g (PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO -

INTERROGATION NO, 491 | . PLACE: ‘Tokyo' ~ 3
| | - DATE: 4 December 1945

Division of Origin: Military Analysis 4
Subject: Army Grouﬁd Radar: Operations and Tactics

Personrel Interregated: Lt Col Masuda

Where interviewed: Meiji Building

Interregator: Lt B. W, Cdrey

Interpreter: Mr, Dennis Kildoyle

Allied Officers Present:, None
SUMMARY . i
I+, Col. Masuda describes the allocation of ground radar in the &

various Japanese Air Forces, He claimed that the Japanese lewer ranking

personnel were not mechanically inclined and broke the radar that was

sent to.the field. He also claimed that Japanese research was at fault

for lagzinz far behind the American development,
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Qe What was your assignment Col; befere you left the service:

A, I was @rdnance Officer at Was '‘inistry headquarters., My duties in-
volved my allocating radar to the various theaters of operation,

. What was tuu first type of radar in the field?
A, There were two types, fixed and mobile,

) - Q. TDid you not have a type that had a transmitter and a receIV€r, employing
thé DObhler metnod?

E A, Y@s, Tyoe A, that was sent into the feild in 1940, After 1943, how=-
, ever, they wore used only to a limited extent. ihef'f?re for the most
part replaced with Tyne B impulse echo sets,

. Where did vou employ Tyne A?

A. VWe lined thes coasts of Japan with Tvne A, Some were used in Yhina
around Hankow, some in Yumatra, and a2 few were emnloy@d in Surma,

d. Vher did you SPL these up?

A, e put these up immediately after those places éere cavtured,

de Wy did you chanze the Tyne A Equipment?:

A, They were not szood for ascertainiﬁg position of a plabe.

Qe VWhat' was your first piéce of:fadar, Ejpe'B That was ;ut‘iﬁﬁo operation?
A, " TachL 6, an early warnine d@tectér, ﬁésréént out first.

Qe Did 1t give sati fectorv per .féfmance7

-y JE8 |

Q. Where were they sint?

A. They were distributed about Jdapan in late 1942 and at the same time,
two were sent to an imoortant airfield in Sumatra,

Qe Whzre else and when wers other Tachi 6 sent out?

A, Tive or six went to Burma in 1943, 20 to Palambang, Sumatra Hetween
Dec, 1942 to OSnring 1944, 3 or 4 to dabanl in the Soring of 1943, 4 to
Java, and soveral to horwa, and kancnuria in 1943,

%+ Where and when did you serd iachi 7, the modification of Tachi 67

A. We sent 3 or 4 to Burma in 1943, 7 to s{abaul, some to Saigzon in the

Spring of 1944, 2 to the Bonin Islands in 1944 and about twenty to
the Philippines in October 1344,

Q. Did you net have any radar in the Philippinzs tafore 19/47
; A. No, Everything in defense lagced, ‘lhe situation in the Philippines
2 was so critical that it was necessary to correct the short age.

Q. Lid you use any Tase 2 and 107

A, Yes, we usad some on transports but thz: transports could he nickcd up
easier bv your radar so the installation of Tase 2 was discontinued,

Tase 10 never was used opcrationally because its performance was un-
satisfactory, :
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o Q. How did vou destribute gunlaying equipment?

A. Tachi one and two were used mostly in the homeland of Japan, <They were
doncentrated for the most part around tokyo and southern Kyushu. One
Tachi two was sent to Palambang,

Q. Eow was thz performance of each?
A. Tachi one was unsuccessful but lachi two gave a satisfactergperformance. o
2. Did you have any other sunlayirg sets?

: A, Yes, lachi three ! Une was sent to Palambang in the Soring of 1943 and
k- fow were sent to Yhina in the Spring of 1945. The performance was . 5
5 satisfactory but production difficulties made it impossible to obtain £

sets for use in other theaters of opcrations.

3. Did you use any other sets?

A. Ve used Iwo tachi 35 around Tokyo feor measuring the altitude of enemy
planes. Tachi 35 gave a satisfactory performance but 1t came out late
in 19!-{1-5 R |

3. "as there any other squioment smploy=d?

<

A, Army airborne cquipment was employed, but i have nothing to do with
that. - I suzgest that you contact Major Iwamiya at the Alr Headquarters,

Q. Would you describe the shortcominzs of Japanes:« radar?

A. Wwe lacked engineers, Hesearch was far behird the Allied powers. *hat
seemed to me the main trouble. Our peonle did not have any mechanical
incliration, Our privates who fixed radars were of too low intelligence
to lecarn the fundamental necessitlcs of renair work., Instead ol 1o+
nairing, thzy broke the delicate radar instruments.

R, vid you sund those srivates to school®

A. Therc was no time for sending them to school. f-cadquaritors demanded
personnel immediatcly,

3. Did you cooperate with the havy? | | 3
L. We had a scparate organization.
Q. Can you think of any othcr shortcominzs in Oneration and tactics?

k. No, ressareh was really main trouble. 14 lagged far behind the Amcricans.
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