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¢ONNETS FROM THE POR UGUELSE

Mrg* E. B. Browning.

I

I tho ght' once low Theoritus had sung

Of tte sweet years, tte dear and wished-
_ for years,
Who each one in a gracious hand appésrs
To bear a gift for mortals, old or w_annm"
.?&.. ‘as T uused it in h's artique tongue,
I saw, in gradual vigion through my tears,
The ewret, sad years, the melanchovy years,
Those' of or own life, wno by turns bad
flung

A shadow zercss- me. _ms.mmmwnim%; I _.ﬁpu :

ware,

So weepiag, how a mystic Shape did quo_ |

Beb'nd me, and drew me babkward by the
_ hair;
And A voice gaid in mactery, whi'e I strove,.
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“Guess n w who hlIds thee?”.%Death®
I said. But, there,

The silver answer rang,-*Not Death; but
. Tove?”
11

BUT only three in all God’s universe

Have heard this word thou hast mﬁ.m.l...

Himsdlf, bcside
Thee speaking and me listening! and repliod
One of ug «ee-e that was God,:-+ -+ and laid
_ the curse
geaorkly on my eyeide, as to amerce
My sighf fron seeing ibee,-that if I had
- died,

The deateweights, placed there, would have -

-signifiad
Tesy abso'ute ezchlion. “Nay” is worse
From God than from all others, O my friend!

Men could not part us with. their worldly

jors,
Nor the seas change us. unor the tempests
bend;

Our hands sos__m_ﬁomnc for all the moun.
tainbars:

And, haaven being volled b tween us at the

end,
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We show'd but vow the faslea for the
(atars.
111

UNLIKE are we, unlike, O Princely ﬂona_
- Unlike onr cses and our deslinies. ¢

Our m'nigtering two ange’s look eurprise

Oa one _pno_&a.. ag they strike athwarf

Their wings in passing.Thou, bethink thee,
.. art

A uest for queens to focial pagentries,

With gages from a hundred brighter eyes

Than tcars even can make mine, to play
thy part

Of chief musician, Whit hasf bhon to do

With looking from tee lattice-Jightg at me,

Apyor, tired, wandaring sfnger, singing

through
The dark, aud leaning up a cypress free?
The chrism is on {hine bead,-on mine,
. the dew,—

And Dealh must dig the level where thest

i agree,
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THOU Last ihy calling to soms palace floor,
Most gracous singer of high doems| where

‘The dancers will daeak footing from the

c re
Of watching uy-{hy Pregnant lips for more
And dest thou lift this douse’s latch too
. __ - poor
For hand of thinc? and canst thou think
. - and dear
To let thy music mav_w_m«o unaware
In folds of golden fulmess at my dood?

Look up and see the casement broken in,
The bats and owlets builders in the roof!

My cricket chirds against thy ‘mandolin,

Flush, call no echo uo in further porrf

Of desolation! there’s a voice within
That weeps: a8 lhou must siag -+ algne,
aloof,

A
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I lift oy heavy heart ud solemnly,

As once Electra her sedulceral urn,
And, looking in thine eyes, 1 overturn
The aches ot thy feet. Behold and ses
What a great heap of grief lay hid in me,
And how the red wild sbarkles dimlp barn
Through the asken greyness. It thy foot

_ in ecoru

Could tread then out to darkness utterly,
Tt might be well perhaps. Rut if instead
Tnou wait beglde me for ths wind to bldw

Nhe grey buft up, - + those laurels on
thine head,

O mv Baloued will not shield thee so,

That uone of all the fires shall scorch and
| | ghred

The balr beneath, Stand furth r off thenl

go.
VI

GO from me, Yet I feel that I shall stand
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Henceforward in thy shadow. Nevermore
Alone upon the tbresho'd of my door
Of mdividual lifs, I ehall command

The tses of my soul, nor hft my hand

Serenely in the ‘sunshine as before, |
S.#ro:ﬂ {he sense of that which I forbore—
Thy touch vdon ths palm. The widest land

Doom fakes to part us, leaves thy heart

in mine

‘With pulses tbat beat double. Wha I do

And mbat [ dream include thee, as the wne
Must taste of its own giapes. Avd when
Ieue
God for myself, He hears that name of
“thine,
And sees within wy eyes the tears aof two.

VIL

THE face of all the world is chauged, I
think,
Qince first 1 heard the footsters of thy soul
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Move Still, ob, still beside me,ns they stole
Betwizt me and the dreadful outer brink

Of obvious death, where J, who thought.

to sink,

Wag canght up info love, and - taught the
__ ~ whole

Of life in & new rhythm, The cup of dole

- God gave mwn baptism, I am fain to driok,

And pruise its sweetness, Swe<t, with thee
. &near.
The names of counitry, heaven, are changed
away
For where thou art or shalt be, there or
here;
And this «»+ this lute and song .- Joved
yesterhay,

(TlLe mmzm_hw.m angels know) nre only dear

Because thy name moves right in what

they say.
| VI _ |
WHAT can I give thee back, O liberal
And princely giver, who hast brought the
gold .

‘And purple of thine heart, unstained,
. ~ untold,
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And laid them on the outside of the wall

For such as T to take or leave withl,

In unexpected largesse? am T cold,

c.:mﬁ.@/ﬁm?_. that for these most manifold
High gifts, I render’ ;o_:unm_wpow.va all?

- Not so; not cold,-but very poor instead,

Ask God -who knows, For frequent tears
have run

The colours from my lift, and left so dead

__>nm pale a mEm_u. it were not fitly done

To give ibe same as pillow to thy head.

Go farther] let it serve to trample on.
IX

CAN it be right to give what I can give?

- To let thee eif beneath the fall of ¢ ars

As salt 88 mine, and heap the gighing years

Re-sighing on my 1ips renunciative
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Through those infrequent smiles which
_ fail to live -
Tor all g_w adjurations? O my fears,
That th's can scarce be right] We are not,
feers
8o to be lovers: 4and I own, aund grieve,
T hat givers of such gifts as mine are, must
Be counted with the ungenerous. Out,
alas|
I will not secil thy purple with my dast,
Nor breathe my poicon on thy Veniceglass,

Nor give thee any love-which were unjust.

Beloved, 1 only love theel let it pass,

X

YET, love, mere love, is beautiful indeed

And worthy of acceptation. Fire is bright, -
Let temvle burn, or flax; an equal light

Leape in the flame from. cedarplank or
weed:
And love is fire, ‘And when I say at need
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I love thee ««- mark] +-« T love theedin thy
_ : sight
i stand ?.vdmmm:__.&.. glorified aright,

With conscience of the new rays that
p oceed

Out of my face gtoward thine, There's
| _ nothiag low

In love, when love the lowest: meanest
creafures

Who love God, God accey t3 while loving <o,
‘And what I feel, across the inferior features
Of what I am, doth flath it o:._. and show

How that great work of Love enhances
Nature’s.
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