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R R DER BN
¢ THE STORY OF

M. Sylvanus Afhfield.

Dby ppepe okt dintnd

35-o-MR. Sylvanus Afhfield was boru
4 M ¢ in the county of Durham; at
$2-o-5% theageof twenty-onchebecame

oflefled 6f an eafy fortune. and thought
ammediately of fettling in the world.
He married a lady of cqual rank and
fortune with himfelf, by-whom he was
blefled with three children; he was
extreemly fond of his little offfpring, -
and whéanever they were zaffembled
around his knees, he thought himfelf
happierthan a king. He had a good
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library, and when hc wasnet with his
* wife and children, his time was fpeat -
in. ftudy. Tho” he had a general tafte,

for all foks of books, his inclination
chiefly dirc&ed him to the poets, and
particularlythofe of the dramatic kind.
Hehad a firong paffion for Shakefpear’s
tragedies ; he read them over and over
without ceafing; < and, fometimes, he
thought how happythe peoplein Lo~-

pon muft:be, who had opportunities
of_ going to the play-houlfes, where
there thefe excellent pietes were exhi-
bited. 1 his notion, which occurred
fre.t&ucntly to his mind, gréw up to a
malt violent defire. - Hemight indeed
have takena journcy.to Lonpox, as
no hedy could have hindered him’; but
whenever he confidered the mattgr

.
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ferioufly, reafon oppofed fo «bfurd an
excurlion; and he was conicious, that
oIl his friends would blame kim for
takinga journcy of 200 miles, mercly
forthe lake of fecing a play.” Hecona
tinued two wholcveax inthis diftract-
ed zondition, and becaic melancholy
aud penfive, g

Jultat this time, however, he recei-
ved aletterfromtown, wiih anaccouut
thc-t an aunt of his was dead, who had

:ppointed him her {ole exccutor.  Ix
waus therefore become abfolutely necef-
{ary that he fhould goup to Loxpox,
to fettle ker affairs.  All his frxcnds
were fmpnfcd at'the joy he exprefied
on hﬁa.ms this news, ashealways had
Veen ¢ftcemed a dilintereiied perfou.



He was veally unealy that they begn
to think hifa covetous, but he could
not bring - himfelf to declare tlie, true
caufe of hisfuisfaétion.’ A French au-
thoroblerves very judicioufiy, that we
are more jealous ot the opinion others
form efour underftanding, than we are
with refpedt to whatthey think of cur
morals;  and we chufe rather to be
thought imioralthan ridicuious, or of
aweak capacity: -at leaft then he alted
upen lus prigeiple. o

Heynmediately ordered hishorfecut,

- -
L 4 {- >



-and leftall the world at liberty to think
as they pleafed, as his whole care was
in haftening every thing for his depar-
ture. He fcarce allowed Mrs. Afhfield
time to put up a few fhirts in a cloak-
bag; and tho’ he hadthe tendereft love
for his family, the tearstheyfhed when
he rode off, were by him totally difre-
garded; his mind was wholly agitated
by the pleafures he hopqd to find in
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{ceing a play. Herodeon very quick:

fcarce allowing himf{elf time for re-

frefhment. When he alighted at the.,

Inn, the firlt queftion he afked was,

¢at what o’clock they opentd the play- -
houfe.” and he was anfwered, about.

five. As the time drew nearer his

v

impatience increafed. - When he came. .

to'the play-heufe door, it was exattly

four o’clock. He was enraged.at the .
porter; and believed he delayed open- - .

ing the door for the purpofe. Howe--

ver it was fet open at laft, and in our
hero rufhed. He furveyed with eager-
nefs the place he had fo long and fo
often wifhed to fee; and at lait feated
himfelf. - Mean while the company

crowded in, and fecemed to fhare with'

i

him in impatience: {ome. by bawlingy i
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others By thumyping their ficks u')ol

the'flcor,and fome by whiftling. ~ At

laft the lorm w u)’d-‘on moment comes;

the curtain 1s drawn up, and; —What ©

do you think: P A ‘mian of enormous
bulk esmes in, and féots himie If jult
before vur hero, zad wlmoft obfirutled
a fight of the fage. © T'his TAconveni-
ence, however, heremedied by leaning
on'one iide. il his back was ahmpoit
broken. The zGors at latt’cppeared,
and fora time he feembed to have loit
lus ﬁcultxeo.

Hc only came to himfelf 2gain at the
clofc of the thita&t, Hethen began to
onfider the },)eafuu, he Had'received
y thisnovelty: it wasreallygreat, but
far from an'vvcrmg his ‘cpc&.nonb.
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This difappointment cccafioned a difon
guft; however, he wasftii! determined
to exzminethie play, and to-rematk its
defeéts; fo, ther at Jaft, he found fault
witlithe zuthor, the players, the decos
1ations; and even thought that every
particular fell Thoit of thet perfeltion.
to which it amight have been carried; »
to mzke tie whale complate.

Theferce,which was a pantomime;n
was {tiliinore difagreeable, being tu it-
felf extremely indecent and iminoral.i)
The exhibition was ‘at lail was ‘at ¢
end, and hereturned to the inn very
penfive and difcenterited..  While he
was-in this melancholy modd, he made
the Lllowing pertinent reflections: .

~214y cafe, faid he to himfelf, is very



( 12 )

common. A young lady at fourteen
or fifteen, hears of what I may call the |
Granp Pray, or, CoMEDY OF THE
Whourrp; fhe longs to be feen at this
publicfpeéticle, and endeavours to hal-
ten the lorig-defired hour; at length
fheappea:s at aflemblies. What fore-
caft, what careis had to be in a proper
place to fee aud be feen in 2 manner
themoft likely to footh and flatter her
vanity! But when the fancies fhe has
fuccetded, and that fhe is fixed to con~ |
tent, in comes a taller perfon, that is, .
a lady of grcater beauty.’a finer fhape, .
mate wit, and poflefled of talents which
fhe wants; fhe feizesand fixesthe cve ’
of every one in theccompany,and eclip-
fes the young perfon that thought her- .
felf fo happy, and who, in oider to
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eatch a fide glance, and have fhare in
‘the admiration of the {pe&ators, is
forced to be on the rack, and in the
moft uneafy pofture, where this dan-
erous rival fhines with fuperior en-
dowments. Though the conflraint is
greatly troublefome, fhe keeps up her
heart,and bears her prefent fituation,
with the profpeét of the pleafure fhe
hopes to find 1n this meeting. . Ilow
great is her furprife, and how affefting
her'concern to, fee, that the pleafure
does not anfwer her expeétation ! the
is fruftrated, the doecs not meet with
half, no, not a quarter of the fatisfac-
tion, fhe propofed to  herfelf; fhe
gricves, the begins to leath the world,
that requires fo much, and. returns fo
little; but this difgult too oficn fails

*



fra ety

ofbringing 2 Jove retreat, and endsin
being out of temper with tie faults of
sthe plav.and ‘the perférmers: thatis,
the in.1dents oi life: the perfidioul-
nefs of indiffarent perfons, and the in-
gratitude ‘of thofz who were thought
friends.  Cneisdeteced on all fides,
obliged to take a fhare in the trouble
of this perfon. »>ad to {uffer the unjuft
“proccedings of that other; this is not
all; ‘this Comedy, or Univerfal Panto-
mime, which i§not very entertaining,
isvery feandalousi what is heard and
awlhat 1s feen, difpolss gencraliy to evils
‘Who has the holv icar of the Loxd,
dreads-being fullicd with this fith;
he mult be cver on his guard, alwars
gefitting, and cngaged'in’an endlefs
firuggle.t' Here'the eyes’mnd the cars:

<
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muft be conftantly fhut; the tongue
muft be almofr under a perpetual re-
ftraint. What a pity! in fine, the play
draws to ai: end, night, that is old age,
comes on.  What remzins, but very
Little pleafure, great unealinefs, unpro-
fitzble defiresandtormenting remorfes?
Happy thole, who, like mylelf difguft-
ed with the firft reprefeniation, take a
handfome refolution and follow my
example,

~Am
FINIS.
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