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ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION
Denonent: MATSUI, Iwane
-Having been duly sworn in accordance with the procedure

folRewed in my country, I do hereby depoze and say as

followsf

.

2a . The motive and object of the Japanese CGoverrment
for the des»watch of its troops to the southern part of

Chiangsu Province in 1937.

Owing to the discord hetween Japan ' and China in
\

North China in July L8957, an anti-Japanese movement among
the Chiness army and civilians in Shanghai district

grev. intense day by dauye The Chinese Army, disregarding
the Truce Agreemert concluded in 1932, persistently
concentrated its troops around the Japanese settlement in

Shanghal, threatened the Japanese troops and residents

there, finally leading to the assasination of Sub-Lt.
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Oyama on _August 9, and tho Japanese troops and residents

were ex»nosed to danser, Therefore, the Japanese Governe

ment, realizin:s the necessity of quickly reinforcing

1ts Naval Force thare in order to protect the lives and

interests of Jajyinesg residents, decided on 15 august to

hurriedly dispateh to Shanzhai an Expeditionary Force

consisting of 3ra

and 1llth (one brigade less) Divisions,

I was apirointed the Cortnander-in-Chief and the troons

were sent Successively to Shanghai on board warships on

and after 20 Auzust of the same year,

The object and mission of the kxoveditionary Force

was to reinforce our Naval Force and protect the lives

and proverty of our residents in and

about Shanghai.

The reason why 1, a reserve officer, was specially

anpnointed Commander-in-Chief and the statec of my mind at

that time,

Durinzs my fortvw vears'! service in the Armys 1.0,
- Jr v J L

from 1394, the vear in vVhich I entered_ﬂilitary Prepa=-

ratory School, uo to 1935, the year in Which I was placed

on the Reserve List, 1 was in the I'ollowing nositions

Successively: General Staff Headquerters,

Chief of 2nd Section, CGeneral Staff Headyuarters, Com-

mander of 1lth

lvision, Commander-in-Chief of the Taiwan

army, ctc. Duriny my military carecr, I was stationed in




Ministep of Wagnp himself

Who hag been on the

Government |

S Dolicy towards China wagg to

Incident locally 48 800n asg pos

Sible and to

tween brothers

and that it wag an
unavoidable CXJ0dicnee for Japan teg éscue by

nts in China g
rights and intepe

force the
Japanese reside

Sts,
brothey thrashing ais =

putting Up with hinm for so long.

China come to hepr SCnses,




1

Def. Doc. No. 2738

love. Therefore, when I assumed the command of the

Expeditionary Forcc I promiscd myself to scttle the

troublc between Jajan and China on this belief and hoped

to makc the despath of the Expeditionary Force not a

cause of mutual ennitvy but something that would help to

bring about friendly rclations and co-oo2ration between
the two nations. 30 I demanded of my officers that they
make every one of their men thoroughly undcrstand the

true meaning of the expedition in question. The following

points were the zist of my instructions I gave to the
troops upon their dispatch:

(1) Fighting in the vicinity of Shanghail is only almcd at
the subjugation of the Chinese trooods challenging us,
thercfore, the Chinese officials and nconle should be
pacified and orotectzd as much as possibdle.

(2) Llways bear in mind not to bring troubles upon any

foreign residents and troops and keepd in close contact

with the foreizn authorities and armies in order to
to avoid misanderstanding.
The fishting situutions in and about Shanghal.
The Shancghai @xneditionary Force arrived one unit after
another in Maan Islands at the month of the Xangtsze
River on and after supzust 22. 4Lt this juncture a report

was received that the troopns and resideants in Shanghal

were in danger. So at dawn on A4sugust 24 I tried hurriedly
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to disembark the arriving troons at Woosungz and also
along the bank farther up the river to establish COMm=
munications with the Javanese Naval Force, by driving
out the Chinese troovns who were occupying the position
there.

However, according to the reports received the
number of the Chinese troopns stationed in Shanrhai and
along the banks of the Yangtze River, west of Shanghai,

was approximately estimated at a hundred thousand and

they sought our landing troops everywhere and made violent

attacks. After 15 or 16 davs of bitter fizshting and at
a great sacrifice, the Exneditionury Force finally
succeeded 1in securing a position along the bank. But
the Chinese counter-attaclks intensified more and more,
and thelr force, being reinforced from Nanking and

Hangchow areas rceached more than 30 or 490 divisions. 1In

meeting this, our Expeditionary Force was also reinforced

In propotion and on Jovember 5, 10th irmy (more than 3

divisions) under Lt.-Cen. lanagawa was landed on the
coast of Chekiang Province to co=-operate with the Force.
Thus, the Exoeditionary Yorce, after fighting desperate=-
ly for more than two months, was barely able to drive
the Chinese army out from the vicinity of shanghal and

to occupy the city towards the end of Qctoher and the
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beginning of November, ziving Security to the Japanese

residents.,

During the Fighting what attracted my attention

€especlally were as follows: The anti-Japan sentiment

0of the Chinese offiec +13 and neople around Shanchai was

vVery strong, and the cuard unit of Chiang Kai-shek was

most daring in countorp attacks.,

With their retreot route blocked b7y their supervis-

ing troops, other Various units also resisted stub-

bornly but were finally driven back In confusion., Before
their retreat, the Chineses troons

adol2ted the 8o=-called

r

" Ca Lo # : |
Clearance Tacties' and either iestroyed or burnt main

£ : { llities - S )
transnortation Lacllities ang buildings, o0Me of them
changed theip uniiorms to nlain clothes, andg turned cueril-
las, Snijdin: at oyr

lrr soldiers and threatendin- our rear.

The local pooplc 11ss CO=operated with their troons by

Cuttin5 tulu;rxnﬁ

Wires op arrmanging si.;nal—fiﬁr"tfﬁ,
Zing our trooss ko no
i

stanc<s whope the

Jeopardi .-
end. I was also awarc of many in-

troods and nationals ol Hngland, .m rica,

lona - , . B A . 2 . .
France ete,, in STmIarhy with the Chineneg troops,

tionally

v
movem nts in MaANYT

above-mentioned chincs and bitter
'ightine had cstran cd the 2ople in
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Central China from thce Japanesc nrmy, causing a hostile
feeling between the tvo, Mcanwhile, I instructed my
officers and men to give orotection and be decent to the
Chinese peovle ani to have a regard for the foreipgn rights
and Intcrsts in China. us onc example of the results of

this Instruction the batcrle in Nanshi (southern district

of Shanghai) endcd, as I ordcred, without causing any
damage to thce district.
The Orgzanization of the Central China army and the
circumstances that lcad to the decision to attack Nanking.
Immediately after the 10th 4Army's landing at Hangchow
Bay on 5 November 1957, what wae the Shanchai Expeditionary
Force and the 10th army w:re organized into the Central
China area .a.rmye. I was then appointed thc Commander of
this new army. for a while I served as thc Commender of

the OShanzghail Zxnocditionary Force concurrantly.

The Central Shina Area Army Headquairtors wos over

the Shanghail Gxoeditionary Force Headquartors and the 10th

army Headquarters, and dts mission weae to unify the come-

mand of thesc two units. However, sinee it had only sewen
staff officers, its cduty wus limited to giving operational
instructions to the tre houad narters, and had no authority
to disjose the entirc intendance and medical matters of
the army in general.

thercfore, after I was rellcved from my concurrent
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008t on December 7; ic. the Commandershin of the Shanghail
Lxpeditionary Forecc, my rclation with the offic rs and

men in the field in rcgard to the command and supervision
was entircly indircet.

The Central China .urca army, after driving the Chinese
army out of the ©Shanc*»al 4L rea, occupicd the linc between
Vhiahsing in “hckiang Province, Soochow and Changehow in
Kiangsu Provicc 224 8 outht to maintain necace and order in
the Sha nzhail aro..

However, the Chinese army, with Wanking as its base,
Zcpt ud with the large-scale battles vich rcre then in

nrogr:éss In North China and coneantrated a great member of

troovs from othar districts to nrcpare for attack against

£

Japan 1in Kiangsn and Chckiang provinces. The situation
grcw 80 bad that unlcss the Chinese basc of o»eration
around Nanking was captured, it was impossiblc to maintain
pcacc and ordcer and to nrotect our intercsts in Central

China. Consequently, Japan decided to capturc lianking to

rcstore nublic noacc in the southern part of Chingsu provinceo,

and the Imoerial Hcadquartoers ordered our Central China

Lrea army to scizo smnlran: in cooperation with the Navy.

Our army thus comagnced o qulck oficnsive opecration against

wanking in spit: of meny difficultics,

measurcs taken at the time of capturc of Nanking and

the go-callcd casss of nlunder and outrage in Nanking.
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the standing policy of our governe-

In accordanc: with
the arce of battle as mieh .8 possible,

ment €O locallize

«nd becausc of my long Foars of idca to bring about cCO-
opcration and Dros) rity yatween Japan and China, I took

in casrturing danking oVer srocaution not to make this cam-
paign a4 CaUSe of strvgzgle for the cntire Chinasc population.
.g cxplaincd obelodrc, ™7 sxnericence in tho f4hting around
Shanghai madd mo £, 1 the nceessity of this morc than CVCI.
FhJ;irdin;,tﬂn;‘wiri)uﬂ ;mnmwurtionﬂrﬁ*rﬂ,;:1f;z I took At
that timc to maintaln military dcsciplins nd moral, and
othcr ctions TO hclp to ecnforcs d.scinlinc, 1 will not

" : Y y 4 I ' T ~ 47
vitnaess M. ¥, fasuto clrendy

standing my serupulous carc 1in canturing Nanking,
atr time, 1T MAY

vacttled condition nt that T Y

busr nd

ve bucn some «Xclthad young of ficcrs and 1CH conmrmiittod
unnlaasant outraics, ~nd it was to my graat r egrct and
sorrow that 1, 2 Prerward, hcard rumors ~f such misconducte
of caoturing ilanking 1 was sick in bed at

'as unawarc of any such

"__Al-_.:

Suchow, 801G
Lo my ordors and rcccived no

- C:‘)T‘L s

outragzes
rooorts th.rcol. toring *anking on 17 Dcecember, 1
fipst timc, from thc Commander of

-t oncc, ordercd cvery unit to 1in-

heard aovout it for TH.

tho KExP2I unit, and I,

vestigute thorou:hly and to sunish the gullty menle

o U =
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However, it is 2 well known fact that, in wvar time, thciéf
Chincse trooos and somoe outlaws a1lmost alwavs commit acts of
violence and lootinz by taking advantago of thc confusion.

Not a fow of thosc crimes worc committed by the Chinese
troons and puonles viaun lanking fell, so to hold the Japancsc
sfficcrs and men rosponsible for n11 the ecrimes is to distort
the facte.

., curcmony for untering lanking was hcld on 17 December,

and on the folloving day a memorial service for the dead

was quictly held at the airficld, On thc 19th, 1 in-
1

r-d-

spcetcd through The citr accompunicd by 1o or

L

6 officecrs

and mon but firecs had been ~1pandr nut out and tY¢ strects
verc calm, with many rafuzecs rcturning to thcir homes.
We saw only about twenty dcad Chincse Troobs
th: ordcr within the clty was = nerally belng
Jut the water-works, cloetric fucilitics and

imoortant 3ovuﬂnm:nt31 snd municipal buildings had bcen
dcstroved by tho chincsc troops before thce cntry of the
Jaraness rm7 comparativea ly few firep, the

aumber of firpe-dcstroy.c  HOMEGS being as)rroximatcly 50 or

stu in Shanghal aftor the fall
053, the only thing 1 heard was

rmour tovwards the gand of Doe mber 1937 to tﬁw::;ffpct

o 10 =
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that therc werc som: cases of illegal acts in Nanking

but I had received no official renort about such fact.
1 hereby definitely states that the U.S. army's broads-
cast in Tokyo after the war's end concerning the alleged
large-scale massacr: and outrage as has been asserted
by the Prosecution in this court was the first time that
1l ever heard anything about it. After I heard the broad-
cast I tried to investigate the activities of our army
subsequent to our canture of Nanking, hovever, the
responsible persons at that time were alrzad—- dead or
‘detained and »Dunished overseas, vhile the documents con-
cerned were destroyed by fire. It is imnossible to go
back ten "ears and investigate and study7 the true situa-
tion in detail.

1t 1s Dossible that a great number of Chinese
soldiers and civilians were killed or woundcd br bombs,
artillery shells and rifle bullets durinz the Nanking
camoaign, but 1 do believe that there is not a bit of
truth 1n the Prosccution's charge that there were cases
of planned massacrc 1n the fight of Nanking. Nothing
can be farther fron tkhe truth tlan the slander that the
staff of the Javanese arm:- ordered or toleratcd the

above deeds.

In view of the¢ situation at that time, it is need-

less to say t'at I did everything in my S0over as commander

. 1% s
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of the central China hATea Army to take measurcs to
srevent the occurrence of such.unfortunatu incidents
to give seVvore minishnment to the ouilty and TO compensate

for the damagesSes
However, it is to T grcat recret that the rosult

hectlic condition of wartimee.

nerfect dque to the
d

was novt
(The contributing factors were that 1 was sick in be
at Suchow when Jaaking was captured; hat I stayed only
5 davs 1in Hankin:g belorc leaving the citry that &s the
Conmandur of the Central China Area AT™/ T had no direct

men in the field, &S

T QVer the offlicers ana

authorit

explained before)

8., My actlons after Nanking Wwas Cavtured:
Wanlking on 17thy

Staying for rive days after entering !

Deccmber, + left on 20th, December for shanchal b7
watey because ol the necessity of commanding the Army
in oncration 1n the Chilkkiang area and aftcr that 1 stayed
in Shanghal. BEerc 1 was very busy tin dis»nosing the
s ftormath of war, anch as negotiating with the local

ard to the maintenance of

Chineso of ficials Vit Teg
,;ee and orcer and taking relief measures for

~3tting 1n contach with the commanders

of the British 11d Alerican navies and the sther forelgn
military and civilian-ofiicials in the sn to look after
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whatever incildents that occurred during the campaign.,

This was because the Coentral Chinese Area army, after
the comploete occupation of Nanking and after mv return to
Shanghai, was ordorcd D7 the central authority to con-
Céntrate . its efforts in seeuring the entire areas south
of' the Yangtze and East of Nanking, especially the
neighbourhood of Shunghai.

Incidentally, vhen I heard the ramour of outrages
in Nanking after rcturning to Shanghai, I issued a warne
ing again to the officers and men then staying in Nanking
by despatching ¢speclally one of my subordinate staff
orfficers at the end of 1937 and ordercd a thorough
investigation of the rumour and quick »unisment for
anvbodr found to be gvilty, However, us to the time of
my lcaving t“¢ jo0st, I received no authentic rcnorts
concerning the above matters.

Beslides the maintcenance of publiec pcace and order in
the abovemcationed occunied areas, 1 felt thc nccessdty
Of negotiations for a scneral peace movement with the
Government of Chiing Kai-she: 1 urged the Chinese key
officials in thc¢ neizhbourhood of Shanzhai to make efforts
in this conncetion 2nd ¢s8dcelally despatched envors to
Foochow und Canton and had them communicatc with Chen yi

and Sung Tzu-ven. Howovor, simultancousl;y with the
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recorganization of tho Central Chlnesc Lrod arty in the
latter part of Fobruary, 1 was dismisscd fron the post
of th:z Army Cormander and roturned to the hoance 1 am
still rcaorctting the fuet that 1 had missed thc chance of

continuing my cffort for nttaining the ahove objecte

The fact that o mecting was held among attachces, in
Rerlin in 1929:

When I was disrisscd from the post of Chicf of end
Scetion, Jeneral Staif Headquartors in Nacober, 19273,
I thoucht of making a trip to various countrics in Lsla
and in Burone, and in January, 1929 1 started on my tour
of insnection of French Indo-China, Slam, British lalay,
India and other Zuropean Countries. Just vren 1 wvas
passinz Berlin in Aoril, 1929, milltary attache§ sta=-
tioned in various nations in Europe, taizin ' the opnortunity
of my arrival there, got together with the object of
renswing friendship. It was not an official conference
and there was no particular purnose.

It was »resided over by liajor General OMURA, Yurin,
attache in Berlin, and the meeting was of social nature.
1t was not a conference called and sponsored LY me.

loreover, as I mentioned before, at that time 1 had

alreadsy been dismissed from the nogt of Chief of 2nd Sec=-

tion, General 3tafi{ Headouarters and, as a8 mere Lieute-

nant General, I had no official pover to sponsor a

s S &
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conference amonz the attaches of various Inbassles.

In short, it was only a social meeting and nothing was
decided upon with re.ard to the prohblems of the time,

and no 2articular items vere on the agenda, It was mere-
lv an informga), round-table dlscussion at which the
sttaches exnressed trheir opinions on the situnations in
Lurone. Accordin:ly, no minutes were taten and 1 had

made no revort thereof to my superior after my return to

Japan. At t“e meetinpg I was seated In the seat of Ponour

onlv as a visitor who came to that nart of the vorld fropm
afar. On this point, the contents of the Prosecution
Exhibit No. 733 is contradtictor: to the statement 1
made to the 2rnsecution. I find what seem to be mis-
trenslations in the records of investigation drevared by
the Prosecutlion.

The relation between my appointment as a mexber of
Sunreme War Council or a cabinet advisor and the forelgn
y0licies of the Government:

A sunreme war councillor is mainly given a temnorary
mission recarding the education and training within the
Army and he is not to meddle in anythling at any time,
especiallr in foreign affalirs,

A cubinet advisor was adoointed mainly as a consulta-

tive agency because of the political situations in Japan
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and abroad in those days, and had no si sgantial authority.

Such beinz the case, while 1 was in these oositions, my

oninion was never talken up concerning the China and

Asiatic oroblems, etc., and 1 mself never offered my

ovn opinion.

The object of the Greater Asia Association which

was established by me and the account »f its activities,

especiallr the true picture of the Asia movements for
vhich I negotiated with 2Jr. Chin Te-ctun in Peinin:

For many vears, it had been m7 rezret £to see Asla

invaded b7 Ruropeans and Americans, and I had been

praving for the reconstruction of Asia hy the peonle of

Asia. In view of a marked alienation between Janan and

China, since the Manchurilan Incident, it was my desire

tvat the d2eopnles of these two nations loo2x 4t the vhole

situation instead of belng sentimental about small matters

and misunderstaiiing each other. 50, in order to glve

CA A

" among

impetus to the movement of the "Greater Asianilsm

interested versons in Jadan and China, I established the

Great r Asia Association ° together with men of the same

LD

views in 1935. Twis vas not a Jolitical orcanization

but it was a xind of an or anizatlon to study social

culture. 1ts object wvas tTO reconstruct Asia by snreading

the princiole oi Janc=-Tao -- the ldea vhich has been
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transmitted for thousands of years

from zeneration to

géneration in China ang Japan,

Dy bringing about a

state of CO=-eXistence andg CO=prosperity 1or the entire
Asiatic deodle: ancd fir

ally by contributing to the

humanity as a vhole in its neaceful deve lopment ., (Def.
Doc. No. co34). e number of Jananese merbhers of the
Ssoclation had r2ached more than two thousand

to the lack of funds, it was unable to

out, due

In 1935 and 1936 T Jeérsonally gsaw

south and north, and endeavoured for

But for years in China the "Greater
Aslanism" had already been Widely advocated 07 Sun Wen,

the former °resident of the Chinese Republie, S0, China

wanted to Jropazandize the "Greaterp Asianism" by herself,
Hooing that hep Hovement and ours in Jadan ould be in

line with each other in reaching the common

I talked with the interested men in Peisrxin

of the alffidavit,

r day by lir, China,

at that
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time (Def. Doc. ilo. c234), 2esides, our ceclaim was not

necessarilyr to drive out furopeans and Amerieans from

Asla. What T advocated wvas that the

E'Ll r'o08ans an d

amaricans, who were our I'riends and wanted to coonerate

with us in oringing ahout nappiness to the ASlatlc people,

should join us in our Ldea of CO=Dros»verity and co-

. 3 o
exlstencea,

No. 2628)

Nipoon aAsia Develonmen+ Leazie was established

At the time of the Fipst Konoe Cabinet,

combining then

-

NnMe rous cni;uqizwtifwmaf“ﬁgaged.ijlrh?velohiff a8in The

Imperial Rule ASslstance Association ¢

. 4.
JEvE = 19 .
VA WD .,-1 -

and the leajue was organized into and en

L-‘._ - 4..:1|

the supervision of this assoclation in order o

accordance with the Governments foreign dolic. However,

due to tie frequent canzes of cabinets caused by the

developmant of oup 3tlc and foreign oolicies, the

-
| S8 rv19

Asla Ikﬂfgloﬁnﬁﬁﬁl.Jf%Epf:1’;H constantly compelled to re-

or';;:-mizu Ltf:].f 9 1a f"'iﬁf'-;,.-.T"gt_: the SOhere of -".lCti'i.’iti(:S.

4£l1l it could do and did we contact with various

cultural organizations i a4 and Manchukuo with a view
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to asking their cooveration. Besides that nothing con=-
crete was accomplished. The rcason vhy I was in the
nosition of Vice=Prosident or Adviser of the League from
the beginning of ite cstablishment was dne to my past
reclation with the Groater asia hssociation sver ddnce 1t
came into existenco.

As the result oi the frequent chanzes in the organl-
zation of the anovee-mrentioned Asia Devaelonm.nt Loeugue,
it was reorzanized and changed its name as Dal ¥Hipnon
A8ia Development association at the time of holso Cabinet
in 1944. 48 to its organization and activities, 1t was
blaced under the supervision and guldance of the Govern-
ment, but the body itself was of cultural n.ture, composed
of interested civilians in the tiuest sonsc of trhe term.
VWith the prosress of the Pacific War, hovaevor, the lncone
venience in communications and the acute s:tuation at
home and abroad nrevented it from starting any concrete
movements, and tYe result was that it was only able to
sublish its orzan andi ;ive some guidance for the Javanese
students and ecitiz.ns in various countries in asla.

Recause of mvy »ast connaction with this association, 1

took charge of its managemsnt, but the war came tO an .end

| —

before lon;, nd I was nbligcd to dissolve 1t without

making any grecat contribution to 1t.
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11. The Lady Byrd Incident anad other foroign affalrs.
About the 12th December, 1937, 1 received a renort

that some artiller— unit belonging tO the 10th Army
bombarded a 3ritish Gunboat in the neighbor»ood of Wuhu.
1 ordered my Chief of Staffl to investigate it irmediately.
according to his report about the 1llth of Deceitbher the
Chinese troods wvere retreating on the Yanztze River Dby,
large and small shids, and many of theilr salps vere
deceitfully displajying forelgn flapgs. HAareunson, Lt.-
General Yanagawa, Commander of the 10th Arm; ordered
firing unon these ships with the retreatinz Chinese
soldiers on board. 8o when Colonel HasWimoto located
several ships sailing with the Chinese soldicrs in the
morning of 1l2th on the fog-covered Yangtze 3iver, he
opened fire. The Ladj Bvrd happened to be a ©
croup of snlps.

Aceordincls, I immediately ordered te Comrander of

the 10th Arm7 to tender hils anology to the 3ritish Naval

Commander-in-Chief trere. 1 myself returmed to Shanghal
from Nankingz, callea on pndmiral Little of the DSritish
Navy without delay and gnologized to him for the incident.
He fullv understood my intention and promised me that
he would transnalt my a’ology to his Governmente.

The bombing of the U.S.S. Pane was axecuted by a

Navy plane by mistake, and the plane was not under my

o 2() =
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command and I had nothing to do with it at that time.

it was an unfortunate incident caused DY

However, since

I went to Admiral Kanel, the U.Se

the Japanese forces,

- upon my return to Shanghal

Navy Comxander without dela

wearet to him, thus obtaine hris under-

and exdressed my

standing about thre arove evente

I orotected reaceful ﬁeoble and resye~ted the rights

powers was 4as mentioned before.

and interests of forelon

After comdleting somchow the Shanghal a4 Tanlcing Battles,

T visited Admiral Little of the British Wavy and Rear-

Admiral Yarnell of the U.S.ilavy, and tpried to promote &

better understanding between them and myself. 1 expressed

te losses suffered

mv regret to them concerning unfortuna

by England and America and thelr Government s and pcoplese.

1 also met the French Ambassador and the Yrench lavy

commander-in=-Chict snd exchanged oninions about what tO
nd we reached

do vith the French concession and Nanshl a

an understandinge

I exoressed MY arafound gratitude to Rev. Jackinough

who did a great deal 1n siving srotection to the residents

rributcd ten thousand yen to him for

in Nanshi, and con

his work. 1 tried to allecviate the bitter

effect of war.

12 Casualtles ON hoth sldcs atv the front 1in the Southern

sarea of the Yangtac River, and the tpibute vaid to the dead.

o 2% »
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The number »f the Jananese officers and men who
were killed or died from discases during the t ime of the
fighting at Shanghai, Nanking, etec., reached more than
21,000, and together with the sick and wounded the number
of casualties amounted to more than 80,090,

I deny that there vere many cases of massacre as
mailntained by the Chincse witnesses, but I think there
were many victims of Chinese soldiers and »>conle during

that »2eriod and anong them there were not

suffered from cholera, thyftoid fover, drseontery, etee

orevalling at Shanzhal and in the Chincese Army at that
time. Actually the number of Japuncse officcrs and
men contracted these diseases reached several hundred
and more than one hundrced soldiers died of threm.

To my way of thinking, when the two raccs of Chilinese

Tu

and Jananese oughq\have cooperated with cach other as
brethren in the nature of things, it was indecd a calamity
that they should have struggled against each other at
the cost of a tremendous number of lives, and I cannot
help but fecl profound rcgret for this sad cvente

It was my fervent hope that the incident. would
give an opdlortunit;” for the two races to live in harmony
and that those who sicrificed their lives would serve

s a corner-=stonc of new Asine.

After returning home 1 bullt a temd2le ncar my
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temporary abtode at Mt., Izu, Ataml, and enshrinecd the
souls of those victims of the two countries and prayed
for the repose of their souls, Moreover, I bullt the
statue of Kwannon, the Godess of Mercy, in the precincts
of the temple with the so0il brought from the blood-covered
fields of battle in the Southern area of the Yangtze
River. A4nd with the hclp of her great virtues, T have
been day and night offering, like other people who
have faith in this Kwannon, prayers for the repcse of
all the souls of friends and foes, for the light of Tast
psia, and finally for the coming of the peace of the
world .

n this lizh day of Cctober, 1947

AT TOkyO

DEPONT™NT /s/ MATSUI, Twane (seal)

T, ITO, Xiyoshl, hereby certify that the above stote-

ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his slignatvure

ana

seal ther~to in the presence of this witnesse.
On the same date

Lt Tokyo
Witnesse /.3/ ITO, 1-:::'137081'11 (S(‘Q]-)

O..TH

ITn accordance with my consclience T swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adcding nothinge.

/s/ M.TSUI, Iwane (se2l)




