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MOJI MARITIME SAFETY HEADQUARTERS

MON-EAI-HO:

NO: 65.
24 January 1949

W - w ;‘“*r'fa‘*' T L 1.4_.;- - ..:,“‘.,1}_=.“ 5 ,

TOs Commanding Officer, ¥yushu Reg# M} G. Fukuokaf
Subject: ApP¥hension of Keresns as* Il'logul Demrting Persons™ : Report on.

B R e s o

List or Cargos

Tennis-rackets.
Clothes.
Pencils.
Alr-pume.
Cooking pan
Stationery.
Bucke ts.
Umbrella.
Shirts.
rrﬂu”r‘.o
Toilet' s Articles.
s W8,
Fountain Pen.

Over coats.
Medician drugs.
“' 1"" mr..do

Hair dye.
cloth~d* .
Cloth for neck lace.
Cellophane.

Zinc e plane.

Steel belt.
Cycle and its pwsd part.

Other mAny comodities.
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FOR THES DIRECTOR:s
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FOR THS DIRECTOR:

A. ISHB11
Sut ~-Chief, Mari time

o4 fe ty Section.

For Vice Director.
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SECTION 3-402/NNDG NO.

HEADQUARTERS
FUKUOEA MILITARY COVEREMENT TEAM

Pukuoka, XKyushu DWW /mms

30 December 1548

SURJECT s App]icaftnn for Shipment of Property of Korean
veterial

Commanding CGeneral, Eighth Army, APO 343
e pp‘Trl 1tion chtion

-
i

Heference 1;t*ﬁr deacdquarters Eighth Army, APO 343,

dated 15 May 1048, subjeet: "Transmittal of Xoresn ,nrlications"
ﬁﬂMGR-??A*

2. Forwarded herewith is approved
to Korea of property belonging to Jun;
National,

for shipment

3. This property is at vrﬁsent held by the appl
brother in law, %1n.uumqq, in Kokura City. The JFCF“rt" has been
'
J &

re-packed into two (2) parcels instead of four (4

s 1isted in
enddosed application.

4, The Fukuoka Ken Government, Welfare Section is at present
awaiting shipping instructions regarding this property.

PO THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

/8/ Ernest R. Knirsch

/t/ ERNEST R, KNIRSCH

1 Inel: 1st L%, FA
Application for Shipment. Ad jutant
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AGHGR 534 ist Ind

SUBIR0TT Application for Shipment of Property of Xorean Haterial,
30 December 1948.

Headgquarters Bighth Army, APO 343
THRU: Oommmmdiang Gensral, I Oorps, AFO 301
0 : Commading Officer, Pukunoka Nilitary Govermment Team, AFO 939

l. The attached property application (Jung Ewang Sun) has been
revieved by this headguarters and the following discrepancies noted:

a; Reference is made to 0D #77, vara 7a and 7e¢: Shippiang number
has not been assigned to the appliecation form.

% Reference is sade $o para 8 of application form: The sigaature
of the prefectural representative, with designation of muanicipal office,
has not Yoen affized to the certificstion. It is noted that the applicant's
signature does not appear on the Eaglish copy{ however, as the program ie
draving to & clese; it 18 delleved inadvisable at this time to returma the
form to Koren for completion. Therefore, the applicant's signature appear-
ing on the Japamese copy of the application will suffioce.

3. It is requested that the Jukuoka Military Govermment Team maly
the corrections as outlined adeve and resublmit the application as soon as
possidle as the program is draving %0 a cloeee.

N. KINEX
AGD

AMJ Gen
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BASIC: Ltr, Fukuoka Wil Govt Team, 091.31, subj: "Application
for Shipment of Property of Xorean Material®, dtd 30

Dec 48.

AG 091.31 -~ BA RF8/ys
Hq I Corps, APO 301, JAN | 31948

TOs CO, Kyuzshu Mil Govt Region, APO Q29

wnd

¥YUSHU MIL GOVT REGION, HQ & HQ DET, APO 929, 17 January 1949

™03 Commanding Officer, Fukuoka Mil Covt Team, APO 929
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.CTION 3-402/NNDG NO.

BABIC: Ltr, Fukuoka Wil Govt Team, dtd 30 Dec 48, subj: "Ap-
plication for Shipment of Property of Korean Material™,

5th Ind FRY/igy

KYUSHEU MIL GOVT REGION, HQ & HQ DET, APO 929, 1 February 1949

103 Commending Ceneral, I Corps, APO 301
(Attn: Military Government Section)

Attention invited to 4th indorsement.

COMMANDTNG OFPPICT
b . AF B » ...a.” "

——

18t L% ol1G C
Ad Jutant
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W SECTION 3-402/NNDG NO.

GENERAL HFADQUARTERS
SUPRFME COMMANDFR FOR THEE ALLIFD POWERS
APO 500

AG 015 (16 Feb 46)1S<L A November 1948

cUBJFCT: Review of Sentences Imposed Upon Koreans and
Certain Other Nationals

Commanding General
“ighth Army
AP0 3473

Reference is made te letter,
Commander for the Allled Powers, fil ;
lated 10 ‘"ehr;la*'j 1946, tT0O Commanding General y <
-;u‘w"ir-ct' "Review of Snrtpﬂces Imﬂow'f“ Upon Koreans
‘ther JGCJP7dlo‘ and OCAP Memorandum for the
apanese Gnvornmrnt, AG 01% (19 Feb 46)30, subject as above,

(UCAPI” 757)

2e dnclosed are two petitions submitted to the Cupreme
Commander for the Allied Fowers through the Japanese Govern-
ment, bv two Koreans, Fishl Tanigawa and Keitarc ”*7n are
who were found guilty by a Japanese court of the crimes. 0%
murder, robbery and incendiarism and sentenced to death, In
accordance with the provisions of reference letter, said
petitions for review are f{orwarded for necessary 2c¢tion.

BY COMMAND OF Gl NIRAL MacARTHUR:

Je Fo BRADSHAY
dajor, AGD
1 inel Asst Ad)] Gen
JG Memo - CLCO 3224(2PA)
13 Sep 48
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AGYJ 250.53 lst Ind
SUBJECT: Review of Sentences Imposed Upon EKoreans and Certain
Other Nationals

Hq, Eighth Army, APO 343 6 Dec 1948

TO: Commanding Officer, Chugoku Military Government Region,
APO 317

1., Attention is invited to besliec communication.

2. In sccordance with Operational Directive 27, this
headquarters, 8 March 1946, the legal and government officer under
your command is appointhéd to investigate the case of Eishi
Tanigawa and Keitaro lMizuhara, Koreans.

3. Report of the investigating officer together with
your recommendations will be forwarded to this headquarters.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALKER:

/8/t/ W.H. DICKERSON
CWO, USA
Asst Ad] Gen

CMGR 013 (C=Va)

l. PForwarded herewith is the investigation review regarding death
senisnces imposed upen the Koreans Elshi TANIGAWA mnd Feitare MIZUMARA.

<+ 1 concur with Lhe judgment exprassed by the reviewing officer in
paragraph 34 of the attachad findings.

3+ Dus to the circumstances surrounding the alieged crimes, 83 expresse
in parsgraph 3, 1 recommend that further investigation be nndc:od by the
Eyusim Military GOovernment Region Heacquarters.

2 Inelst RUSSELL C. SNYDER
1. n/e Colenel, P4 .
2. Investigation Review (in quad) Commanding




2 SECTION 3-402/NNDG NO.

- e o W o el —— e — .-u—.-—_——__.-.__..__--‘__.___“—____* P ——
E ———-—-ﬁr----__

BASIC: LSr I'r GHQ SCAP, APO D500, 4td €6 Nov 48, sub): "Review
of gentencess Iumposed Upon Koresne and Certain Other
Netlonals."

AG 010 -~ © ord Ind
HEADQUARTSERE I CORPE, 2P0 301, 3 Merch 1949

TO: Commandling Offleer, Xyushu Milltary Governmant Reglon,
APC Z24-D

It 1s deelired that the legal and government offlcer, your
headouarters, be appointeé to further lnveestigate the case of
Lishl Tanlgawa and Keltaro M!zuhsrs, Koresns, as directed by lst
lLodorsenent and report of investigating officer together with your
recomméndaticne be forwmarded to thilg headcuarters.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAIL. COTLTER:

CHARLIE RAMSEY
2 Inels: - C.%.0 U.9.A

n/e Aget. AdJ. Gen

015 4th Ind CLB/blh

KYUSHU MIL GOVT REGION, HQ & HQ DET, APO 245, .5 March 1949
TO0: Mr. John B, Sullivan, DAC, Kyushu Kil Gdvt Region, APD 245

Tour attention is invited to the basic communication and
preceding indorsements. Investigation as directed by the lst
and rd Indorsements will be accomplished without deley. In
this connection vour attention is invited to AR 340-15,

'BY ORDFR OF COLONEL HILTON:
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Lty, Fr OHQ, SCAP, APO BOO, dtd 6 Nov 48, Subjs "Review of Sentences Imposed Upon
Koreans and Oertain Other Nationale®

e o

KYUSHU MIL GOVY RROION, HQ & HQ DET, APO 24 Unit 5, 13 June 1949

-
y
F iJ n.-
' 4

hm Commanding Officer Kyushm Mil Govt Regiomn, APO 24 Unit O

1. Revort of investigation as directed by let and 3rd and 4%h Indorsements
is herewith submitted, Imvestigation included conferences with the following
officialet Judges Shimamura, Takenaks and Omegara who were nembers of the High
Court of Fukuoks, which court heard the appeal of one of the conviectaed persons,
Eishi Tanigaway Mr. Usda, a procurator of Fukuoka High Procurstorts Office; Judge
Morita wvho presided over the hearing in the District Court of Yumamoto when the
sace was decided in the first inetance; IMMr, Utaka Naimi, = nyocurator vho was in
sharge of the case vhen tried in the first instance in Yusamoto Distriet Cowrs;
Mp. Sato, the chisf investigator of NMitoyoshi Folice Station, the station having
jurisdiction over the area in which the orine was committed; Mr, Tokichi Yamakawe
and My, Matsate Yamaguchi, dbtectives from Hitoyoshi Folige Station wvho made the
arrests, and Dr. Kansuke Sers, Corvoner of Tumamoto Prefecture.,

2. One of several records in the case consists of a volume of tissue vaper
measuring 10 inches high, 7 inches wide and containing 067 pages. Fecause of the
great volume of meterial amd the lack of competent legenl translators the record wvas
sat translated. However, the officials referred to above, during the course of
their interviews, constantly referred to the record for thelr answers. The story
of the orime has been related to the investigating officer five differeat times by
the five different groups of officials referred to im pawagrevh 1, Their stories
vere the same, except for minor variations snd are summarized in the following

at Mitsugaurs, Issohochi muve, Kuma Gun, Xumamoto Prefectwre., Tsunedoko, Terumitsu's
and three children.) On the morning of August 29, 1948, it was discoversd that

the house in wvhich the TERUMITSU family lived had been burned to the ground. 51D
sequent police investigation iisclosel the presence of the charred remains of six

4. Investigation by Japanese “fficials.

a. The rolice depaptment at Hitoyoshi, the department heving Jurisdiction
over the area in vhich TERUMITSU Tsunedoko lived, was notified concerning the

fire in the morning of 20 August. Mr. Sate, chief investigator at the police
A preliminary search

b MNr, UPAKA HAKAI from the distries procurator's office arrived at the
scene on the morning of 30 August and after a preliminary inspection went %o
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Ltr, Iy GHQ, SCAP, APO 500, dtd 6 Nov 48, Subjs "Review of Sentences Imposed .
Upon Koreans and Certain Other Neti nala®

meet the coromer, I'r, Sera and Judge Morite and conducted them % the scene of
thﬂ f‘"o |

¢. The coroner removed the remaing of the decensed, examined the remsins
and submitted his report. Three of the bYodies were burned %0 such »n extent that
only the bones remained. He gtated that sufficient flesh remained on the othey
three bodies %0 be able to ldentify Terumiteu, his father and oldest son., How-
ever the upper partes of the bdodies were burned to the extent that he could not
determine 1f the throats were cut. However, he stated that these three did not
die from loss of blood., The body ildentified as that of Terumitsu bore 2 severe
head wound wvhich the coromer stated would have produced death in several houre
but that he believed that Terumiteu weas asctunlly hurned o desth. The investigat-
ing officer does not feel qualified to jJudgze the qualificeations of the coroner
in medieal Jjurisprudence.. Also he is not able to Judge AT 4t is poseidle %o come
to the medieal conclusions which the coroner stated. However, the coroner, Dr.
faguke Sera, has been sagaged as a professor of mediea) jurdievrudence for the
cart 30 years at Tumamoto Medical Collsge.

de Aftor the remains of the deceased had been removed rom the scene

of the fire the police and procurator stats that a complete search was made of

the area and that ne valuables or further evidence was obtained. The aforesaid
officials stated that they did not believe the area was disturbed defore their
arrival and the area was under police guard from the time of the fire and deaths
vere discovered until after the search of the ruins was completed.

not Yind a wateh vhich their investigntion sstadlished t¢ have deen in the VoS ses~-
sion of Terumiteun Temmedoko at his home st noon om 28 August.., Mr. Miyeshi Ikee
shita told the police that he had gone to Terumitsu Tsunedoko's house at noom

on 28 August to buy some pears., Hg stated that My, Tsunodoko told him that the
night before Tanigawa and others came to see him and asked for a loam of 600 ven.
He refused a wtch as seourity for a 300 yen loan, ¥v, Ikeshite further stated
that Tesunedoko showed him the wateh, No investigation was made by the police

%0 determine an inventery of personal possessions of the family vrior to the fire.
There vere several relatives of the deceased family livimg in the same arem but
they were never questioned by the police. “here is no evidence of the noliece
having found anythin in their ssarch of the ruins of the burned house other than
the remaing of the bodies, The pelice did nct submit a statement of vhat was
found at the scene of the fire. It 1s submitted that the volice have not rroduced
any evidence that at the time of his death Terumitsu Tsonedoke owned vroperty

of aay kind except a wateh vhich they have not produced.

e, Mr, Omuta, Prineiple of the local primary school reporte 4 0 the
police that he sav three men come down the hill from the direction vhere Terue
miteon Tounedoke lived on the moming of 28 Auguet and sav three men go back wp

the hill in the evening of 28 August. He did not see them coming beck down.the
hill at any time thereafter. He was not close encugh %0 recognisze any of the men

and didnot state vhether he thought the threc men who went wp the hill inm the
ovening were the same three men he saw come down the hill in the morning . Howe
éver he stated he t ougit they were Koreans. A frestyy station employee also
stated that he saw three men go wp the hill in the eveaning of 28 Aungust.

f. It is apparent that Mr, Sato, the chief investigateor for the police
nade some additional investigation., My, Nuai, the procurator said that, after

he made his own investigation of the scene, Mr., Sato told him he thought the
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incident of Terumitsun Maitakd's family was not a burglary but an aceidental fire
Jjudging from the fast that Shime, Terumitsu'e wife was & careless woman and in
addition she (or he) had drawm a small amount of momay (two or three husdred yenm)
from a benk & fev daye before the inecident oceurred, Actually this withdrawal
left a bank balsnce of less than geven yen, On 13 May 1949 Mr, Sato denied in
writing that he made the statement to My, Hakal, He states insupport of his
denia)l that he did nobknow that money had been withdrawn from the bank by the
Teunedoko family, Mr Nakai's written statement is supported by the fact that the
bank statement nroves the money to have been withdrawn,

g There wvas no investigation to determine if iir, Tsunedoko had any
monsy., 1he police and yrocurators did not determine the number of pear trees the
deceased owned, Thav did not determine the avproximate quantity of pears his trees
produced, They did not determine the (uanfity of pears sold or consumed By
Tsunedoxo 2nd his family. They did not even record the quantity of rears unhapr-
vested 3t the time the deaths occcurred. Ths record states that a sult and vhite
shirt possessed hy Tanigawe were stolen from Terumitsu., Tanigawa sald he dought
‘both, ¥No attemnt has bYeen made $0 prove eithar gstatemens, Hecord states a bag
wvas stolen from the vietim and #0ld by Tanigawa but no effort was made %o prove the
fact, There is no evidence that Terumitsu Tsunedoko ever owned any of the above
mentioned items inaluding the money. There is no evidence that Tanigawa ever had
nossession of the bag. There is no evidence as to how Tanigawa odtained any of
the above except by his confession and possession of some of the items. 1t is
submiited that without vro8f eetadblishing that the money and other objects were in

the victing home, it is legally ilmpoasible to prove that they were sSolen from
hies home,

S5. Action Ww Javanese Officials.

a2, ™e district procurator delisved that the Teunedoko family were the
vietims of erinimals., He therefore divected on August 50 arrests be made on the

strength of the evidence produced un %o that time and that the arrested persons bde
rrosecuted,

b. Pursuant to that direetion, on the strength of ir, Ikeshita's heresay
tntt‘ concerning Tanigawa and My, Couta's statement coneerning the three mea
he thought to be "oreans, the police proceeded to the Xorean settlement in Hashie
gune, lashoji village, Hitoyoshi where Tanigawa lived with three other Xoreans,
At 10280 PN on 30 August 1946 only Masao Haruki and Shoken Miyama were home when
the police arrived. They were arrested. The record does not disclose the charge
upon which they were arrested. According to the record they were brought to the
volice station at about 11130 shortly thereafter Haruki made a confession,
He admitted to the police that | 1600 yen frox Tanigawe and they later
aconsed him of receivisg stolen money, He was tried on that charge, convicted
and sentemced to eight months in prison., He did not appeal the sentence. I,
addition $o admitting the receipt of the adbove mentiocned yen, Herukl is alleged
umuldmpoliuuohudnm.mauamtmlﬂuw

he stated, was teold te

uawm au cannot be located for interrogation at the pnult tine.

mmmmumntuuuwm.nmmuw—mamu
his return home on 30 August 1946 =t about 11300 PR, and wvas taken to the
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Police Station along with Haruki and Miyama, Kelitaro Mirulara was arprehended
at 8400 PN on 3] August 1946 at Tosu Rallroad Station by detectives Tammiomwa

and Tammuchi and was brought to Hitoyashl nolice station at about 331l4 on 1 Sepe
tembdar 1946, Harukl 1s galdd to have made his confession shortly after he wae
arrested, Tanipgave and Niyama are said to have made their confessions Letween
2300 and 4100 AN on 31 August 1946, MHizuhare is sald %o have confessed shortly
after 13114 P on 1 Septemder, (There is no definite statement in the record
establishing the exaet time of any of the confessions.)

¢, -here wvere two confessions mnde by Haruki, The first confession was
allegedlynmade t0 the volice, on the night of August 30, 1546 and 1%, only, wvas
used as & part of the court record, The gsecond confession wae allegedly mde on
9 September and we. much more complete t“han the first. Both confessions are
hereafter cuoteds

(1) "Bishi Tanigawe, Shoker Miyama, Kedtaro Misuhare and I lived
together at Issochi, On 24 Awgust 1946, Tanigawa, in the presence of all the others,
sald, "Thore is s wvealthy man who is operating a pear orchard at Mataguchiy seo
how about getting money from him by committing a Wurglexy?' I, again and again
dissuaded him from doing so. But on the morning of 29th of Auzust, vhen I was
alone in bded, the other three came back before dawn, Tamigu= ', vhile boiling
rice, gave me ¥1,610 in Sten-yen notes only, saying that he would pay his dedt, and
after breakfast, he sald that he had been to Matagushi the night before and obtained
money Ly committing & bhad thing, He left with Miyama by the second $train wvhich
would leave lsshochi Station around 8 o'clock, saying that hse would proceed %o

te. At that time, I did not ask (or they did not tell) whether Tanigu::'
and otherg had killed 6 members of the family of Terumitsu Masdeke, zot money

and gset fire %o his house, Hut after Tanigawa came back from Yusamoto, he told
me about that.”

(2) "I think it was about 4 a.m, on 29 August 1946, I was asleep
in a2 eix tatami room wvhen Keitare Mizulara, Sighi Tanigawa, and Shokon Miyama cane
home from somevhere, I, still lying in bded, asked them in Korean, '"Tanizawa ]
Where have you been?' Tanigewe and others continued %o 2it un thefloor, and
fanigawe replied, "killed all the six members of the Terumitsu family at latae
gushi and ¢tole money, and set Tire %o his house in order %0 destroy evhdense,
thfough the money vas lese than $20,000.' I seid in Koream, "It is 2o very cruel
and avful thing %o k]l six people Just $t0 take monsy less than 20,000 yem" and
continued %o lie in bed, while the three men seemed to be distriduting the money
cmong them, Then Tanizawe, saying 2lso in the Xorean langunge that he would let
me have #1,700 out of the stolen money, and offered me ¥$1,700. I declaimed saying
that I did not vant to share such money as have bYeoemacguired through muyder.
Tondgawe, Sthereapon sald he vanted %0 Py back the money he owed me and asked
how wuch it was. I replied, "4t is wr %0 you how much you vay me back.' Tanse
gawe sald, "7 wvill returm 1,600 yen' and offered me a roll of tem yen notes out
of the 1,700 yen vhich he took W mardering the Terumitsu family and offeredme,
but I refused %0 receive., I did not examine how much 1% was and vuat 4§ iante a
trvnk wvhich I always kept in the southern part of the 6 titand room, and wvent
back into bed, (At this point, Yeing shown ¥1,610 in 161 notes) Yes, *his is the
noney Teanigewa gave me saying that he would pay me dback his debt of 16,000 yem,
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out of the money taken by killing Terumitsu and his family, Althoush Tanfgnws
said he would may me baek 1,800 yven, I sxanined sthem on 3C Awuet and found that
they were 1,610 yen, all in ten yen notes., There are 161 notesn.

Vhen I we in bed at adout 4930 AN, Mivama and Misuhere lay beside me with
theliy coats on, I fell asleep vhile secing Tanligava preparing dreakfast, At
about 6 AM on 29 August, Tanigzawa woke three of us who were in bed, I woke vp
firet followed by Miyama and Misubara in that order., Ve took Lreakfaast tozether,
vhen I wes looking for my shirt and ex-navy suit-coat, as I wvanted to vash them,
Miyama saild that he would go to Hakate to collect febts, snd Tanizawse zald that
he would #0 t0 Yatsushiro t0 prepave for his return t0 Xorea, "izuhars sald
nothing about hie destination, Thus all three men lef%,

On Aaust 30, vhen ] wvas sione at home, Miyame and Taflgawa came bHock nt
2330 PM and we yassed time together, At about 8 ¥, Tanigava went out, "iyams
and I remained at home, At 9130 PM three detectives came o owy house and we
vere caught, Tanigewa came home just vhen we had been arrvested, and he wae also
arrested, I did not '‘nmow vhere Miguhara hed raan, I am sorry Tor receiving sush

terridble money., As I am t0 leave for Yorea 4n 24 Septemder, I hore you will show
e kind consideration,

de It is stated Dy the nolice that all the confessions in the present
cage were obtained without the use of fraud, forece or coercion - that the zonfese
sions were made freecly and in narrvetive form without the necesszity for the molice
to use leading ousstions or resort to trickery. The detecctive Tamakawa stated
that at the time the deaths under consideration occurred, he had three years' oxe
perience in obtaining confessions and that he had never used strongarm oy third
degree methods in obtaining sonfessioms. It is %0 be noted that Haruki's memory
wvas mach better on 9 September than on the night of 30 Anguet, Also the statement
"At that time, I did not ask (or they did not tell me) whatler Tanigawa and others
had killed six members of the family of Terumiten Masdoko, got money and set fire
to the house, Aut after Tandzowe came back from Kumamote, he t0ld nme that,”, in-
dicates that it wvas a reply %0 a leading question., The foregoinz is sufficient

tc convince the investigating officer that the conduct of tie police in obtalaing
and using the confessions in this case was 20t as innocent and legal as the police

attempted t0 have this investigntor delieve., It 48 alzo t2 be nodted that the
second confession contradiocts the atatement from the first confassion quoted abdbove.

The two condesmed men made confessioms to the police also $0 the juige in
the preliminary hearing, again the actual hearing ian the district court and fimally
Tanigava made a confession in the high conrt on his appeal. It is alleged, and
the record substantiates the allegation, that the condemmed men never complained
of mistreatment or the use of illegal means in obtaining confescions., Vhen inter-
viewed bWy the Legal Officer of Clmgoku Region they made the cladm for the firet
time, Hovever that was the first time they had an opportunity to present a cole
plant to amyome othar tham Javamese Officials, It is Delieved that fallure %0

complain to the Japanese Offiedals is no preof that they 444 not have legitisate
complaint,

e, Mr., Hama wvas assigned to defend MIYAMA, MIZUNARA and TANIGAWA in the
district court of Xumamoto, My, ¥ama wes a Judge of the distriet court for 23

years, Yor the last tem years of his service he specialized in civil court
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matters. He was retired in 1946 an® ook W the private ractice of law., The
assignment in the resent case was one of the few oriminal cases in vhich he s
ianvelved, He statod thnt he did not reamember the crse very wall and that he
thought he never received any vay for his gervices, He wae assizned to the case
on 3 ¥areh 1847, “he cane was tried on 13 lareh 1947, “wring the 10 day peried
betwoanr his nesignment and the t#inl he mede no investis tion other than o inters
viev tha prisoners oace, 2% wvhich tide thev stated th t their confesnions wore
correct. ‘v, Hama gstated that since the aconsed confessed to takine 18,000 yven
(184000 yen resulted from s mistake in translation « actual amount, 15,800) the
fapot tThat only 6423 yen was recovered 414 not ralse any doudt in his mind that
they zetunlly stole 13,000 yen, He was not surnrised to hear that the dsceased
head of the Tamily had 18,000 yen in the hounse, He stated, however, that if he
ned known earlier in the same month the had withdrawm 200 yen from the ban
leaving & bhalanees of adout 7 yemn he would have had consideradle doudt z¢ 2o the
axistence of the 18,000 yen and would have insuired into the actual erxistence of
the money. “anigawa's shirt, with gome darke staing wme & nart of the evidence,
He had Deen Interrogated by the police a short tine before the nresent incident
on & charge of 1llegnlly slaughtering o cow, /% the time he ws interrog ted YW
the nolice he wes In vossession of about eight rounds of freshly killed heef,
Therefore the st=ins could have been from the blood of the cow. ’he stains were not
Wentifled s= human Blood, My, Hame 414 not attemnt to rove thet the staine
vere not humsn bdlood beesuse he and the nrocurctary relied entirsly on the cone
fession snd nleo he Juet did not think of 18, NHowever, the coronsr remembers that
in neny othay cases stsing wvere sent $o him for identifieation even thoush the
police hed "reviously obtained confessions, My, Hame 444 not consider trying %
disprove the confessior bDooouse he thouzht 4t was ossible. He stated thathe
had an umlessant exverience with the tris) Judgze, ¥Mp, Morita, some time defore
the vresent case in wvhich the scocused attempted to deny the confession he mde
at & prelirinary examnination, Jedze Morids wee very severe with the =risoner and
the lawyer snd refused to rermit My, Hame t0 introduce vitneeses to disuvrove the
confeossion, Yy, lame stated that he had heard of other lawvyrers having had the
same experience s himself with Judge Morita, It 4is submitted that & ‘udge with
sush a reputation and a defense counsel with such a nonpgressive attitude could
not have “rotected the rights of the acoused © any satisfactory extemt, The
defense counsel wes not soguainted with the nrocurntors, the deteetives, nor the

deseased family, Also he made no investig tion for the rurrose of becoming aoe
quainted with them,

8, BEvidenve swmiladle to the cours,

fe Heresay evidence of My, Miyoshi Ikeshits coneerning the transaction
of Trnigawe with Tsunedoko on 27 ‘uguss.l

% Eeresay evidence contained in the confession of Masae Harudd cone
cerming vhat “anfigewe is allegod te have told Harwki concerning the alleged corinme,

¢, Comfossions of Hapwii, "anigmwe and oubars vhich, Yecause of the
content of Famiki's first confession and the feet that thare were two odtained
from Hamuiki and the stetements made by the molice concerning their methods fory
obtaining confessions are of doubtfal legality in the ovinion of the investie
gnting officer,

de SSained shirt of Taniguwe
8, Sxvert testimony concerning the identification of the stain,
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£. Enife found in Tanigawa's home. (Apparently unstained) Seld
at publiec sale on 4 September 1948,

g, Testimony of vitnesses who cowuld tonsify concerning the money

he Testimony of wvitnesses vho could testify coneerning other nersonal
nroperty owned by Tsunedoko,

{. Testimony of My, Omuta concerning the three men traveling in the
Adlrection of Tsunedoko's home,

4, Testimony of thes forestry vorker corroborating the testimony of
J "r . %!lt ¢t e

7. JPvidence considered by the cours,

.« The court considered only the evidence stated in ag by €y dy 3y
and J of maragraph adbove,

&

8., Evidence available and not sonsidered by the cours,

a. The evidence stated in ey f4 & h of paragraph g nbOVEe,
3. The evidence referred %o in preceeding paragranh would have been
reel evidence snd would have established sonclusively the guilt or innocence

of the accused,

9. S't 1”'

&. The Japenese officials had adequate sourees of evidence. By
conducting s proper investig tion they could have acquired sufficient real and
testimonial evidnece to establish the guilt or ianccense of the ascused without
relying on confessions for any material part of the cage, The evidence was there
but the Japanese officiale didn't dother to get 1%, The judge of the high
court adopted the theory that the confession nf Tanigawa supported by the
hearsay evidence givea by Haruki was sufficient to convict, Hestated that he

cove great welght to Haruki's hearsay evideres,

v, It iy stated above that the-Japanese officials could have obtained
the evidence if they had bothered to get 1it, Unfortunately it is now %0 late
to get that evidence., However, the investigating officer believes that there
is Sufficient circumstantial evidence in the case %o couvines & sourt or juwy

of the mlt of Tonigawa bayond & rensunadle doubt,

(1) He was preseat at the place.
(2) He "“mocked out® Tsunedoko,
ia; He struck Teunedoko's wife.
4 He saw the fire stars,

() He 4id nothing to help the mewbers of the family out of the
purning duilding,
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(8) Feo ws drmik vhen he laf't the soene mnd is 20t %00 sure of vt

hevnened,
(7) The threa dodice of vhich only the bones resmined 414 not indieate

& strugele Yefore danth ae would robadly result in the cncse of sulTocation
oF throat mitting, The amm bdones were in & normal vosition alongside the hody

bones. The leg bYones wvere stwmisht., “he only conelusion which can de drewm
is thut these three vere killed and vlaced in the osition in vhich found, aftesr

denth, or that thay wvere iilled instanthneonsly while asleer,

e foregeing facts are taken from the statenent of Tanieowe 0 the investie
pting ofTicer, the legnl and Government officer at Clmgolm Military Covernnent
mglion, and the revort of the coroner,

»

e “he cireumstantial evidence in the ease of Mimdwmra 18 10t strong,
Le 1@ was Dresent 2% the scene,

e +Te i n0 statement that he took any nart in any vioclense other
than his own confesglion,

Je H@ was drunk and asleey during 358 violence according to hils stutes
ment and aleo Tandoawm'a,

de Heo wvas avarensd b Toanigava af'ter the viclence and 444 not know
there waas = L ire,

B¢ “here is 1m0 statement that his clothing had any stains resembling
blood stains,.

de 1% 45 belioved %0 be wawise %0 whold 2 conviction W Japsnese on &
theory of proofl other than the theoxy amployed W the Jaianese, The Japansee
convicted pemctically won confessions =2nd dld not rely upon the cirewmstansial
ovidence theory, If the convietion is uwpheld desyite the complete lack of real
evidence vhigh vwms obtainable, they will b oncoumged %o continuwe in their old
methods of "getting®™ and “using® confessions,

@ in the opinion of the investignting officer, the "resent case is an
axcellent Llliwstration of the avils of the we-ocoupation systen of Justice in

Jupan from the following stendnointss

51) Incomplote investigation.
2) Complete onrelessnes: of investigntors.

(3) Absolute reliance won confessions.
(4) Iaﬂ: of considemmtion for the rights of %the aeccused W rrocurators
and oourds,
}Bg Arbitrnry attitads of cowrts.
Incompetency of defense cowmmel,

10, seommendations.
de Thnt Sthe complete recors in the onse, M0lice iavestig:-tion, all
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confessiong, precurstor's renort, nretrial exanminations, record of trial in
the lover court ond veoord of trial in tne Magh court be commletely transe

lated by competent translators for the nurnose of comparison vith the present
rerort,

B That a new sl %o granted.

J. B, SULLIVAR
I and Govermment “fiicer
frushm ¥il Uovt Region

2 Inels

nfe

16 6th Ind LB/ mel

KYUSHU MIL COVT REGION, HQ & HG DIP, APO 24 Unit 5, 20 June 1949

01 Commanding Cemneral, I Corps, AP0 301
(Attms 141l Covt Section)

i, Tour attention is invited to the 5th Indorsement snd attsched
inclosures,

2¢ it is pointed out that the 5th Indorsement is written in connsetion
with the ilavestigation conducted on this dame case hy Chmgoku Military Goverms
ment Legal and Covermment Officer.

PFOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

P m-w-hwﬁ--hw R ]
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AG 015 -« BA 7th Ind LEJ/mt
Hq I Corps, APO 301, 29 Jun 1949

TO: CG, Bighth Army, APO 343

e L 27.1940

m{g zﬁo-gha) nl S¢ 15 Oct L9
HOv --

g, Bighth Arwmy, AFO 343
T0: Commanding Jenetral, I Gorps, APO 300

L. Your attentiom is invited to Parsgraph 10a, S5th Indorsement
to the basic communication (Report of Investigating Officer appointed
pursuant to provisions of Operatienmal Nirective He. 27, this headguarters,
8 Maren 1946, subjs: "Dispesition of Charges Against Koreans and Certain
Other ¥Nationals"), requesting that the ccuplete records of trial in the
subject case, police investigation, all confessions, procurator's report,
pre-~trial examination and recerds of trial in the lower and higher courts
be completely translated for the purpose of comparison with the present
report suvbmitted by the investigeoting officer,

2. Since the invegtizating officer recommended a new trial as
2 result of his extensive investigation, and in view of the death
sentences lmposed upon the petitioners, this headguarters requests that
your headguarters direct the Japansse govermment to have all documsnts
referred to in Paragraph 1 above translated by competent translators,
and that the translations be forwarded to your hesadgquarters for reference
0 the investigating officer, who wrote the report of investigation
appearing in the Sth Indersement, for further investigzatien and report
thoughzmlmdgm

) ™ .Upen receipt of sald report of investigation, it is desired
that youwr headguarters consider the repeort and forward it with your
recommendations regarding the sentences to this headguarters.

be It is desired that the new report of inwestigation be attached
as an irclosure rather than as an indorsement.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT CGENERAL WALKER:
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AG 015 - BA t)th ind o8 L vect 4¢c CDU'G/“

Hg I Carps, APO 3504
™0: 00, Dushm Civil Affalrs Region, AFO 24/5

1. Your attention iz invited to paragraph 2, Otk Indorsement to
asiec sommanication,

2. Upem oompietion of trensletion and inveatigation, it is desired
that your hesdquarters consider the report and Torwerded 1t with your
recommendations regarding the sentences to this headquarters.

3. You astention is invited to paragreph 4, Oth Indoreement %o
asic coammnication,

DY COBAND OF BAJUR GENERAL COULTER)
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transiations indicated in Sth and Oth Inderse=
by other than this hesdquarters fer' the

translaters are net gvailasble te
&l govermmental ageneies.

lecal sutherity exists for hire of cempetent
this level.

It is estimeted that the uired translatiens weuld
nquronllm.rwwsmo:z

at least 150,000 ¥,
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17, Duriag the first trial, Tanigawa states, the prose=
sution assasrted certain clothes were t aken f rom Lol miteutrs
wause, Tinizawa claimed he knew p2ople whofknew the clot hes
were his, e states that he =14 1 38k for the prodaction of
any witnesses on his behall as he thought he could zZet only
ten (10) years impriscanment at the mo=t. lioreover, he did net
enow if he had any righte in court., Iie stated That if he ¢nuld
havs a3 re-triai he could clarify things that would belp nls
~3se, Therefore, he reguested = new trisal,

18. It is sienificznt that ddrinz interview described,
Tanigzawa did not involve elther Mizuhara or Miyama. (Le
stated that Miyvama is in Kumamoto prison serving g 1ife term),

He pointed out that his two friends were sleeping and did no
harm, Tanigawa mentioned that during court trizl he heard
nothing said against him by Mizubara and Mivama,

19, Tarnizawa pointed out that deceased Terumitsu wse his
friend, He expressed opinion that the defense counsel did not
help him much; he d4id not ask Tanligawa questicns, and talked
o0 low to be heard, Tanizawa did not remember his name, but

said he was defense c¢onsel also for Miyama and Mizuhara,

20. #hen asked by the reviewinz officer if he had anye-
thing else he wanted to say, Tanligaws atated that if he had %o
die he wanted to die in {orea, and that he would obsey whatever
the imericane ordered., (NOTZ: This coneludes the testimony
of Tanigawa ziveu te the Legale-GCovernment reviewing officer).

21. The Legal-Covernment off icer called at Hiroshima
priscn on 8 February 194% to interview heitaro Mizuhara. it

gggﬁggtset it as expdained to Mizuhara that he nsed make no
““nta which he considered mizht tend to incriminate himself,

22, uizuhara appeared uore worried and asrvous than

Tanizawa had a2t time of interview; furthermore, he did not look
so robust as " he other defendant, ilzuhara was born 27 Laich
1924, He is sinzle, e came to Japan during February 1944,

He stated that at time of arr=est he had not nlanned to return to
;LOI 2

23. The condemned man asked reviswing officer for a ree
brial. . Mizuhara asserted that the police had forced a confession
from him. He had been tied in a chair 211 day and could drink
no water. The police told hig if he <id not tell truth he
would not be released from the chalr,

Mizuhara at first told the reviewing officer
ebt at time of arrest, However,.he chinged st2
‘ he had borrowed ¥ C00C fraofm Tanlgawa jus

1 to pay a debt to two Korean friends,
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25. He stated that he had gone to the dccoaced
Terumitsu's housge to %Xill a head of cattle « st Tanieawa's
sugzestion, They were to obtain the cz2ttle from a "ecottle
dealor™ for about ¥ 6000, 0On nicht nof the deaths
Terunitsu's domicile they drank one 'sho'<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>