U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEX
: (PACIFIC)
i C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
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Place: KURE

INTEFRROG.TION NO. (USSB8 226) Date: 27 October 1945
NLV NO. 54 0900
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Division of Origin: Neval Analysis Division.

Subject: Mine Counter Measures.
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Personnel interrogated and background of each:

~ Commander TADENUMA, Saburo is a Navy officer of 8 years
experience, During the first part of 1937 he was doing
mine work at YOKOSUKA - Omlinato - and for the last six months
of 1937 he was a student at Yokosuka Mine School., From 1038
until May 1945 he was a teacher at Yokosuka Mine School.
ind from May until the end of the war he was Kure Mine Squadron

Staff Officer (81 Sohal Sentzi)., Duties were responsible for
sweeping of INLANT STA.

Vhere interviewed: IJN Headquarters.

Interrogetor: Comdr. T. He Moorer, USN°®

Interpreter: Lt. Comdr. S. (n) Millstein, USNR.
Allied Officers Present: None.
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SUMMARY

Commander TADENUMA presented a complete list of =all vessels
sunk and demeged in the Central and Western part of the INLAND
SFA, the SHIMONOSEKI STRAITS and the SHIMONO DISTRICT during the
period- from 27 March 1945 to 15 August 1945, This indicated a
total of 125 vessels seriously damaged and 1223 vessels Or 200,000
tons sunk.

Although no capital ship wes damaged by a mine in the INLAND
SEA the mines seriously interfered with their movements and made
it impossible to move units of the Fleet without considerable dif-
ficulty. The effort to keep an €SCepe€ chennel open for use by the
Fleet led to an extravagant use of minesweepers which were sorely
needed elsewhere to cleer channels for merchentmen., Minesweepers
were ststioned along the channel to be used by the Fleet 2s wetchers
snd mede every effort to sweep the mine immedistely after 1T wes
1nid. Nevertheless, there were meny CasS€s when the Fleet wes held
up ¢nd rendezvous deleyed. In April 1945 when the YAMATO and e€s=
corting vessels sortied from the INLLND SEA to move oOn OKINAWL it
was necessery to use gll sweeping equipment avelleble and sweep
» channel of minimum width. There was no delsy in this cese but
the feet thet the YAVATO was not mined wes considered mostly luck,
ILarge werships did not ettempt to use SHIMONOSEKI STR ITS after
o7 March 1945.end were forced to use BUNGO STRAIT. Meny destroyers,
submerines, and escort vessels were demeged by mines in the INL/ND
awp and SHIMONOSEKI Ares. In passing Comdr. TADENUMA steted thet
- a 1light cruiser and an entire division of 4 destroyers Wwere sunk
by mines in SEORTL.IND H.RPOR during operations in thatl area.

Complete information 1s not aveilable as to the effectiveness
of Jepenese degaussing equipment, The generesl policy was to use
the British type of equipment on lerge vessels. When aveilable,
in 1945 the Americen type was instelled on submerines end destroyers-
Degeussing equipment was never aveileble in sufficlient quantities.
It is interesting to note thet mine countermessure personnel and
moterial beceme so ecute theat s+ wes necessary to delegete the re-
sponsibility fcr sweeping the BUNGO CELNNEL to e Specilal Lttack
Torpedo Unit which wes originslly orgenized for suicide work in
the RYUKYUS.

tfter 2 discussion of mining in general Comdr. TOENUM/. submitt-
ed his views in writing. They ere considered noteworthy znd ere
quoted belowe.

Wy, WE.T WE E/VE LE/RNED FROM AMERIC, N MINE ATTLCK WITE OUR VIZWS
UPON IT.

4. VIZWS FROM STR/TEGIC ETANE
1, From the stend point of the blockede of our bsses of
operctions, the isolstion of chief resources supplying arees,
the interception of supply routes and the blockade of impor-
tant points on lines of communicstion etc., the mine attacks
were quite effective especially in the following areas,
affecting our operations Very much both meterizlly end spirit-
uolly. BARIKPAPAN, SINGLPORE, SOURABAYL, P/ RAO, SEOFRTLAND,
T/X.L0, YANGTSE RIVI.R, SOUTHERN KORE., SETONAIKA (particularly
KAN=MON Area, HIROSHIMA-WIN, 0StKA~"5N), SLSEBO.

2 e In the following areas the attacks were not thorough-
going., TOKYO-WLN, NIIGATA PORT, TSURUG. PORT, HAMLDL PORT,
SENZLKTI WEN, YUTLNI=""AN, HIKATA-WLN, KIIRUN PORT, SINGAPORE.
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3, In the following ereesd, if they had made mine sttacks
they would heve been very effectivej OTOMARI PORT,‘WAKKANﬂi
PORT, H/KOD.TE PORT, MUROFAN PORT, MUTSU-W4N, KAR.ATSU PORT,
R.LSHIN PORT, SEISHIN PORT, DLIREN PORT, PORT ARTFUR, TSINGTAO
PORT, /[MOI, FONGKONG, SAN=A (KAINANTO).

4, Treir influence upon the morale and geners]l opinion of
our people: Owing to the complete wer-time control of commun=
icotion end the loyelty of our men and officers, they hed
1ittle influence upon the morasle #nd generel opinion of our
people., From this strndpoint we think mine attack will be
very effective if meade sctively upon democretic netions.

5, The mines were net effective enough to decide the wer,
but it cennot be denied that they were one of the mein causes
of our defeat.

B. VIEWS FROM TACTICLL ST.NDPOINT.

C. VIEWS FROM TECHNIC:

L”ﬂ-l

1. Not only bombing attscks of B-29's, but also their

mine sttacks were quite threatening and effective., They have
no rivals in their cesrrying cepecity and sccurscy of their
attecks with mines, Surely B-29's es a mineleying weapon
wes guite 2 hit in this wer.

2o It wes quite effective thet they used verious kinds eof
mines, by which frustreting our mine-sweeping operstions,.

e Sometimes they dropped mines in cdjecent sezs while they
~ttrected our attention to theilr bombing reid which they made
-t the same time, For instence we did not notice theilr
mine=1aying operations which they carried on while bombing
TOKUYIML Arcz. In KAN=MON Area, there were many such 1in-
stences.

4, Concerning mine=laying in the intended area. It would

be most effective to cover the whole aree with a great number
of planes at the beginning of the stteck z2nd then to fi1ll up
with 2 few plenes,

5, Upon importent points, discontinuous attacks would be
more =dventsgeous then continuous Onese.

B Reletion of the time of ettack and weather conditionss:
vhen visibilitv is bed, e.g. in the night or when 1t 1s

foggy or it snows, it {s ~dvissble to mcke en attack with a
few planes, while when visibility is good, e.g. in the deyvtime
or in the moonlight night, it is advisable to use 2 greot
number of plenes.,

7. No metter whether the attack 1s strategicel or tecticel,
it should be completely erranged before hand not to drop
mines on land. In connection with this matter, it will be
~dvantageous to improve mines soO thot they mey explode the
instent they reach the landg or after some definite time.

8e The mine attecks should be thorough-going and lasting.
1 STANDPOINT.

le The ground mines are 1imited in their danger sphere.
It is presumed thet the danger redius of the present U. S.

Mines is less then about 40 meters. Outside this circle the
danger has never bech fatzl,
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SUMM/LRY of Interragation (Ccmmandér TLDENUML) o

0 L) s

24 The device 'to make the mine powerless after 2 limited
time seems to be excellent for the purpose of advencilng
operations, but it is to be regretted that not all mines
leyed in our adjacent sees had such device.

3e Offensive mines will be most effective and sign* fieant
when new mines sre used one after another than the same
ninds used in a greest number,

4, It should be given 2 considerstion that most U. S,
mines hed no device to prevent dismemberment,

5 The flash which appeers at the moment when the mine
leaves a plene wes so remerkeble thet we seldom failed
to judge the point where it wes dropped.

6. The present U, S, mines are limited in their utility
depth, which should be improved. '

7 e It would be very effective to chenge the sensitivity
ond cycle of megnetic end acoustic mines.

II, VIEWS UPON TFE FUTUEE OF AIRCRLFT MINES.

As hes been stoted above, the mines do not pley eny decisive
role in wer, but they will be velueble in future both strategieelly
snd tecticelly. The atomic bombs drorped on HIROSEIMA and NAGASAKI
estonished the world by their tremendous destruction, but consider-
ing that the problem of their mess production is undecided yet and
thet there will be much discussion upon their employment ell over
the world, they will not lower the value of minszs.
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