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Interview with Capt, FUJTHA™A, Teshiaki, Tempel Meadquarters, Tolice Affairs Sectiom,
“ sgurity Department,

SUBJECTs Forale

TI8Es Fii of Degembar 20th an'! Tecewber “lst, 1945
"LACTS Yelji Pullding |
INTERVIFSEASs  Caphe 7o “ulternan, I8, i, Codem,
TERPRETER 3 Tone

‘ampegum, Ogata Mura f8%, 27 years ol4, Tent %o
#44416 Cchoole 1936 Treparatery Filitary Aecsd 1977 Xenoye Lth “epimenty 1098 ¥{litary
Academys 1S40 became & 2nd Lteg 1941 First Ltep 19434l « iugust « Yempel “choelp 1941 heeem:
a Captain. Trom iugust 1944 to Teb, 19435, Tokve Fempel, "ulan Netactment; February 1945 te
Pareh 27th, Tokyo Kempel, Narashinoe Detachment cosmanding officer) ¥areh 27th to lwril 20th
i, General Affairs Deparitmenty Arril 20th to June 15th, Yempe! ¥1 Tollee :ffaire
Departsent == gpecial work was security against air raide, collesting daware information
and seking arpraisal of damapesy Jume 15tk to iugust 15th, Yewne! Police ifairs Cection
for Control of ¥ilitary, FEe vartieipate? araingt the cecoupation of the Talace the 1ith and
15¢k of iugust. On iugust 22nd be Decans Compending "fficer of the Fonjo Yemre! Telackment
an? assisted in their demchbilisation. From then te Yovember 70th ke was in the Tastern ‘rny
Hie In YNovember 20th was discharged,

Born in Shisucka, in Shimadamachi, X

s & = Zodeny ¥ ~ HMac¥ensie, ¥ « FTujlhars

G « %411 vou pleass exrlairn az fully as reewible your duties an? the duties of the Tollce
Affairs Section regarding alr raid dsmape and inves:ipgation of 1t?

¥ » Although the Vome Ministry had direct jurisdiction over air ralds, the VemreleTal
(ntorested 1¢sc1f in 1t too se that ther could mobilize an? atd the Pightine rower of
tke nation, '

Cur interest tolay deals primarily with the merale of the Jaramese reopls durin- and
after the ailr raids, Can you tell us 2 1ittle mere adout that?

P « The periods of air raids were roughly divided inte three rarts, the First raried frem
the 11th of Newember, 1944, to the 10th of Nareh 194535 second peric? from the 1Mk of
areh to the 25th of Mays the third period from the 25th of Yay te the 15th of iusuet,
(2efore the 11th of Fovember the Japamese veorle theusht that the ‘meriemm alr raide
woul? be similar to the sarly Docliitle raid o= that they would be miner and sveradie,
Iven the hicheranking military officlals belioved that even though the 7.7, ha? oeeupin?
faipen they would not be akle to bomb Japan from there, The Japsmee hirh command and
the people themselves were not ESIEXXE at all aware of the capabilities o the NaD9,
The Har Hinigtry had, however, wsrnel us of the possidlity of alr raide,
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e 1 esn't remember ever having seer any news recls or movies showine houbine damepe in
Turope, but ceecasionally the newsravers »an vigtures of them, Althensh the peorle had
reard of the raids on Perlin and other majer Cerman eftler, the fact theot ther hed me
visual conception of the actunl] damage kept them foom roally Jiving in fear o alr e ol
Last vear in the isahi and minor neweparers rletures were run in the “unday rhote

myvrlenent showing Furepsan demb damage, it the start of the Yoverher raide the

imerican nlanes secmed to be eenfining their hembins wrimarily teo rilttary ohleatives

so that zt the ¢ime the peonle were 23i1l mot %o frirhtemad at alr ralde, ¢ thie *iwe

the tarpats were rrimarily asirrlane factoriss and faoteries vwolueine girnlene rarte

an? equiprent,

- A sueh hesbing gause absentesism amenme the emvlovees?

» Haturally, the people's instinet wae 1o save tholr aum Yives, “he nearle oftem staved
away on the days thst they feared s vaid, or guite work Tor thg ezt of ihe Jay a®™er &
raid, Howmever, desplte ahsences en the vhols the ngonle secmed to maush hander 4n pet
the rlanes off the aspembly line as the ralds hooame wore gevera, T wac natural,
heasuse they believed thai the faster thev rrodused rlanes the wore Atreet wemld he
thelyr rrotestion, Ais seon ss the factori:-s bHecame subsianiinlly Jeatroved, however,
paturally rroduetion dropued of ¥, |

» 144 the TempeleTel take any sort o action with rerard Lo peonle whe sorend mmors or
srren’ semilmente of fear spmensz factory workere’

- Yormallv it was not the duty ef the Yespe! to mske the peevie go haek o ey, exespl
in cases where the Yempei~Tail wae charged with tre Areet operation or rrotection o &
nartienlar plant, There thelr sctivitiez were primarily the provenilon a® laaling e
the Job,

= Can vou 2211 we 2 11t%le ¥4t more sbhout insiances wharas the “amrel hnf shewra af
Irduetrisl plante?

« In Yuaa=shino, a seetien of Tokve, for exaople, & Vemrel goug? Tap charge’ with ceevlets
Iartsdietion over the Musa«thine "lant of the Fakalima Hdrera™t Tewrany nlant,

e Tgn you exrlatn the Tempel's fulles with remar? te thisg plan*t

- Cince the rlant vas espential to the war effort we kad the dnty of "aldins the vrodunticy
of the rlant®, Te took whatever steps we thourht ngessesry o Taor wreinetion high,

- 1n the dowmtown ares of Tokye T have moticed that there were manmy a1l heme Pasterier,
P44 the Tempa! check these an? aontrol their cutput?

- lige Feor sxswrlie, on the Honjo Stua? in Tokyn there were emly 2N Tamne! o icers am?
eslisted mem an? thouganis of home fastorles, Ye just &14 net have smoush men o
supervise g0 nany,

- Can you explain in & little more detail the Yewpel's role in the rhases o trourkt
control?

- Hith regar? to rerorting rumers and mmpatriotic eneach, the Yomre! FEAYN 2312 hewe thens
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dutiss, Towever, wvs operated anly loilireetly, 7P u repert was ‘romewitied to ue or

1€ eme 0f the Yenre! everhoaned aone £41%inr an the sim'%:—, ‘hey wares Dieke? ur and

tavostizated, Ye 431 pot, Yowever, bove any orranised thourk! eonirol rersrmme]
reaange thiz mg the fmetion of the Yome Minlsgtry,

lot?s pot baer to Y, T, 2rovarands and 1iz affsote om the raoria, Tar vem 2elY ne zawe
more aout that?

sggarding the firet neriod, 7, ", rlanes hembed prinmeipally alrpleme rianta, "heraefora
sirplane rreduction went down, an? the government ordered disparsion of such nlarte se
such a5 -ogeible, “he reners) tublie 412 not Imow tha extent of the Asrspe Incuwrred ard
se thay 414 not werry particnlarly, There were no daily ralds wtil Tareh, There wase
no zreat effect felt from 77,%, provapande leaflets er chort wave broadcasts hessure *he
reading or Yistening to such was prohfdite?, “one lecalitles coul? hear the "afnan
rroparanda brosdeasts due te “avorable georraphic cenditioms, 4t flred the 7.5,
sropagarda leaflets wara nc® wall male an? were Airecte? alwast ewelusively araingt the
ailitary. This was not partienlarly effectiva heomuse mort naonle 249 net hellova then
an? turned them in to the rolice.

PelOty, Thip hastered the end o the wur an’ wined ont cereelally the gwm)Y Taetoriss
which were makine airplans parts, “his ha' a greant ofPeet on the finmmedial strueture
ar? es eclally was felt wery ueh *y the Tathatem, "he reorle sesmed hoetile te the
Uefe »landk creusy ote, In ihe first phusse of the rro ssanda nerleane nre? certnt
~propaganda asainet Japsn rropere Thie 214 net ewactly mest the pituntinn, Tater thev
chanred o ar effort *o break dewn preluctive povers, sueh ast "Damtt go o the
fastories”, or Cusbatsu leaflets, tul the people 432 not Imow amrihine atemt the
Cunbateu, 20 there was ne effact. Then they dromped the “akkasan Yews we were sxhorraccec
sonewhat because they were the faets, “hev alse put’ished goms thinee -Hich were not
ravorsble to merlea and which cerresvonded with Immeria) D srmowncementis, so weonle
thought there might be seme truth to them, Tn the firet neried the uwrer clasree only
had anti-war feslincsg, "ut mot %too much, am nearly every family had come »elutive in
the ‘rmy or Yavy, Tn the scoomd rerio? more of these srresvel, The thourht wme that

{1t would be all right to he defested in war, Jelts miwe wm, 7t g hatio- %a ha
dﬂfﬁdtw.

In the thim neriod the bambine of medive ap? rmall eities hecun, “ranevoria‘ion
Pactlitles were cut, 'he goa lancs were cut, Teorls's morale was affsetel threws: this
type of YMleckade and they falt they ecouldn’t carry on, The neevle In seneral Ynew that
they d14n't have shing, vhom they saw the rlanes return without hembing them, "hev gaw
the rocermalsancs nlanes case an' wondered why the Tawr wamm?t at we¥, he ghor? wawve
brotdeants told theam ther 249n't kave any ¥awy, They beram fe wenler 17 thet vap true,
Thoy wondered 1f 14 wouldn't be better to zllow them to Tiston Trem the hepinmnine om,
ifter the atemic bem' the recople Imew that they eouldntt Tight the V7, ’merfcan
propagende was very newerf™) beeauss it wes coordinated »1th military operatiene, Ty
teld stere they wogld bes' snd followed out these ammeouncenemtes, "hir ceused ue a preat
dea of trouble, “eople wenldn't bBrins the mamrhlete in, Towever, even undor these
eirveunstances peenle did met think they were dgfeated, nor 217 they expeet the "mman

te make ths ammounocsment he A1,

S = Thy were ths "{litary Tolliece s¢ fearad’y

F » Just one part of the porulatien feared the Filitary "olice, They were thesa who had
beon investigated Yw the U™ on? there included mite 2 fow urmer clasge veerie, The
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eencral publie opiniom During the third peried the sreat messes of oo e
a1t the effects of bdombing direetly or indirectly, *ha ecourtry reevle 417 net reeeive
those ooming in frem the sities very well, Thore was frigtion over the elty roo-le

§ « %as theve an evrosition of epinien between the yrrer an? lower claseen”

¥ « The u-rer ¢laze Toople were very selfish an? the lower elasg peorle just wante? o eat,
Eowever. the Tacemere middle class wos very wide, mte waz degtreve?d by Plrs an? they
mimclmmh.nmmmmﬂwmﬁoammmmﬁa?m
wer, They ocswe to be antiegovernnent,

£ » Do von ¢hinrk theres W &Y Aopcpr of rovell ag She war gentimmedy

Ly

P - There wes n damger of vevelt ag lens as the war eemitrged, The favmers wes1? pie up
thelr cromg spd everyome wonl? coonerate Tor the war aTfort, Yowaver, avoe thie ohiecs
tive wog lost, theyr wenld net aorly the ries,
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1e Jorsn hat wom, which elsss weuld have benafitiadl
T » 211 slaeres wenld have bemefited,

Fhat phart Tewne! Tisigon with the Fowe Mint atry?

&
¥

w

5

e g 318 not hove swy Yialpem, The Foue 1122 e wag worl ge *hoy J17 net heve vy, ever
thourh the war was belns loet, he Tome Minletry was o wesh *hat v M4 rathine about
she air relde, so we bed fo Ao §f curpcives

8 o fhy 417 the Fewpei have such & roapatation?

¥ » The Yempel wa: made up of old mlﬂim! apd they Ran?led veonds ke eeYAere, Yany of
them Joined the ¥ewnel whem They eame bhant Pearm thn fremi and, *horafore, they were

inetined o trest the psople rougbe

' 4

- 7o vou think the “wmeror is necensary "o the =welfere a?® the Teraneee natier?

P = TUndouhisfly the Tmporer is necessary, an? wlthout the Tmrewar the Tarsnore natfer weald
prohahly ‘um to 2l ghovien.




