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vari poflit, attenderunt ; animalculorum tamen vivo.
rum in carpionis, qui nondum duas libras Norimb.
complet {cmine numerus 253,906,250,000 adhuc
erit major : quod certc omnem noftram imaginandi
vim, minime tamen infiniti Conditoris potentiam,
{uperat. \

Sed fatis diu jam, vir do&iflime, tc moratus fum.
Nihil ergo adjicio, quam, ut impenfe te rogem, ne,
qua ufus fum, prolixitatem inique feras, mihi vero
porro favcas. Ita Vale.

Dabam Gottingee, in Academia Georgia Augeftag
Die 15. O&ob. 4. 1744

P.§. Adtantam profunditatem barometrum, quo
utor, ordinarium, dum hzc {cribo, delapfum eft,
ut unica modo ex fcala ipfius ordinaria linea ipfi
reftet.  Sed Aufter etiam vehementiflimus {pirat.
Hora vero nottis duodecima ctiam infra hang
ultimam fcale fux lineam Mercurius {ubfedit.

IL. Some Account of the Gigantic Boy az Wil-
lingham #ear Cambridge.

I. HE firlt Notice given to the Rgyal Society of

this extraordinary Child, wasa Letter commu-
nicated by Mr. Philip Miller, F. R. S. to the Pref-
dent, inclofing one he had reccived from the Rev,
Mr. Almond, Minifter of the Parith 5 which was read
at a Meeting of the Society on Nov. 8. lalt: At
which time was likewife read a Letter from one Mr.

I2 Baily
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Baily 1o Fames Theobalds, Efq; F. R. . on the
fame Subject, and much to the fame Purpofe.

The following is an Extra&t of the Rev. Mt
Almond's Letter,

SIR, Willingham, O&t. 3. 1745.

Read Nov. 8. F TAKE the Freedom to give you an
1744 Account of a Prodigy in Narure in
the Town where I dwell; leaving it to your Dif-
cretion, whether it be w orrh your while to give the
Royal Society Information thereof.

A Servant, who married out of my Family, was
delivered of her fecond Child, a Son; who, at his
Birth, had fomething very extraordinary about him
above other Infants; in partxculaz, m /Jﬂrtzéusgmf-
fationis ; befides uncommoniy large in his whole
Body.

He grew to Admiration for Three-quarters of a
Year, having only the Brealt-Sultenance; when his
Mother died fuddenly; and, as is fuppoled, he was
acceflory thercunto, by drawing away her vital Nou-
rihment.

Since her Death, he has continued growing in Propor.-
tion: And, altho’ now but 2 Yeats and 11 Months
old, is 3 Feet- 9 Inches high and better; and every
Part in Proportion thereunto : His Strength and Cou-
rage fuch as to overcome Boys of 6, 7, and 8 Years
of Age : His Voicc, like a Man’s, very groom ; ;s Weight
above Four Stonc, and he appears to have as much
Underftanding as a Boy of s or 6 Years old. But,
what is moft furpuﬁn his Penis is Four Inches long

when
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when ere&ts fhe Hair on the Pubis an Inch long
and thick. The Report of him -has brought People
far and near to fce him.

Lour obedient humble Servant,

Edmund Almond.

2. A Letter from Mr. Tho. Dawkes, Surgeon
at Huntington, z0 Dr. Mead, F. R. §. &
Med. Reg. concerning the fame Child.

Learned Sir,

Read Jan. 10. Prodigy of Nature, hercunder exaély
174475: A defcribed, has, for fome Months paft,
engag’d the Attention of the Curious in this Neigh-
bourhood ;s and {eems to demand that of that Learned
and Honourable Soczety, of which you arc a Mcm-
ber of the firft Rank: And as fuch, tho’ a Stranger
to vou in Perfon, yet I prefume the following
Accounts will not be altogether unacceptable to
you.

At the Inftance of the Midwife concerned at the
Timc of Labour, I went to a Village called le//m/f_
hain alias 1V ivelingham, about Slx Miles North of
Cambridge, to Qc a Boy, then (the latter End of
A;/,ﬂ/t alt) jult Two Years and Ten Months old;
of whom I took, with the utmoft Accuracy, the fol-
lowing Dimcenfions 5 viz.

His
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Foet, JIaches, Tenths,

His Height, which was — 3 8 3

The Meafurc round his Neck, -—— 1 I 2

——————of the Waif? —_— 1 1L 2

From the Head of one Humerus to o  1I :
‘the other — —

From the Head of the Humerus to o . 2
the Cubit —_— —

o

From the Cubit to the Extremity}
of the Ulna and Radius —_

The Meafure round the Wriff — o

The Length of the Thigh, from the
Head of the Femur to the Head > o 10 8
of the Tibia  —— —_

The Meafure round its thickeff Part & 2 3
From the Head of the Tibia to the
o 9 1

Aftragalus —_— —_
The Length of the Foot ~— o 6 o
The Breadth of the fame p — 0 3 3
The Meafure of the rhickeft Part of 3

the Calf — o -———} ° 19 3
The Length ofthe Penis, as pendent o 3 3
Its Circumference = 0 2 7
The Teffes, meafured round to each? 2

Sidc of the Pemis ~—  —9 5

His Weight, in his Cloaths, was Four Stonc and
Two Pounds.

The Hair of his Head is Jong, ffromg, of a dark-
gown Colour, and difplays itfclf, naturally, in fine

urls.

He has the diftinguithing Mark of Puberty ; for
the Lanugo upon the Pubes is as long, as thick, and
as cri/p, as that of an adult Perfon. He
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He is very ffromg: 1 faw him takc up and throw
from him, with much Facility, a Blackfinith’s Ham-
mer, which weigh’d Seventeen Pounds: And when
he is provok’d by other Chiidren, (for he goes to
School) he docs not fight with his Fift, nor Legs,
but collars them, and lays them proftrate by mere
Strength. Thus, they tell me, he will frequently ferve
Boys of eight or ten Years of Age.

His Voice, in common, is extremely manly, as
deep a Bafs as you can well conceive; and he pro-
nounces very diftinétly.

He has fomcthing a little fzvage in his Look; tho’,
they tell me, he is not naturally quarrcifome.

He eats and drinks with great Modecration.

His Undcrtanding feems to be equal to that of a
Child of 5 or 6 Years old.

He is quick of Apprehenfion, and has a very rcren-
tive Mecmory.

He has fomething of a ffarely Walk with him ; and
feems confcious of that uncommon Share of Sirength
which the Author of Natare has endow’d him with.

He 1s not made a public Shew of, but walks abour,
and plays in common with other Children.

When I faw him, the Glans of the Penis was
quite uncover’d ; and his Aunt, and the Midwife, af-
furcd me it was always fo.

His Father is a little Man, a Labourer: His Mo-
ther (who died when he was but ¢ Months old 5 and,
as was fuppos'd, by giving him Suck ; for, they tcll
me, fhe was found dead with him at her Breaft) was
a Woman of a middle Stature.

The Midwife aflurd me, That, when he was firlt
bern, he was no other than what they commonly

term,
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term, a Jufly Boy; fave that the Parts of Geaeration
were remarkably large, and that the Lanugo ficlt ap-
pear’d when he was near a Year old ; which gave
great Unecafinefs to his Parents, who were very rcli-
gious Pcople. I am,
Learned Sir,
Huntingdon, Fan, 4.
1744, Zour moft Cbedient,

Humble Servant,

Tho. Dawkes.

To a fecond Letter from the fame were {ubjoincd
the Affidavits and Teftimonials of the Midwife, the
Minifter, Churchwardcns, and orhers, That this
Child, 7ho. Hale, was born on 31. Qflob. 1741.

He was affured, by Mr. Abnond, That, between
Ayug. 28. and Nov. 30. 1744. this Child was grown
two Inches and an half; 7. e. from 3 Feet 8 Inches
and 5 Tenths, to 3 Feet 11 Inches, C. M.

HI. A Letter from Myr. Browne Langrifh,
Licent. Coll. Med., Lond. & F. R. S. to the
Rev. Dr. Hales, F. R. S. concerning a new
Contrivance of applying Receivers #o Retorts
in Diftillation.

Dear Sir,
Read Jan. 24 Return you my hearty Thanks for your
174475 kind Prefent of your Account of fome

Experi-



