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The ,

Natural history

O P

The CANARY FINCH*,
.Le S^in des Ctain^ries; ■
Fringilla Casn^fia, Linn.
Serintts Ca^arius, Bril^. Ray, Will, and Kolb, 
Pajfere di Canaria, Zinn. .
Canarien Wirs, ,

IF the Nightingale be the fongiler of the grove, 
the Canary Finch is the mufician of the 

chambei*- The melody of 'the former is derived- 
from Nature alone, that of the latter is direded 
and improved - by our inftrud^ions; With a 
Weaker voice, with lefs extent of modulation, 
with^. lefs variety of notes, the Canary Finch has 
a finer ear, greater facility of imitation f, - and 

'' ..a mor<2
■■■•* The Linnean “ The bill and body yellowiih-wh'ite,

the feathers of the wings and tall grcenilh, the bill whitidv.” It- 
is four-inches and a hal.f^^png.. '

t The -Canary learns to fpeak, and articulate many little names 
very dif^'x^if^l^y. ... By 'means of a fageolet, it can acquire' two or 

• r^OL. IV. B three

    
 



2 THE CANARY FINCH?.

a more retentive memt^i^y ; and, as the charac
ters of animals depend principality on the quality 
of their perceptions, this delicate bird, alive to 
every impreffion, becomes alio more focial, more 
gent^lie; forms acquaintance, and even lhews 
attachment *. Its careffes are amiable, its little 
pets are innocent, and its anger neither hurts 
nor offends. • Its habits tpo approach nearer to 

.our own ; it feeds on 'grain, like the other do- 
meftic birds ; it is 'more eafily bred than the 
Nightingale, which lives only on fleih and jn- 
fe£:s, • and which requires its meals to be pur- 
pofely prepared. Its education is attended alfo
with greater Tuccefs ; it readily lays afide the me-, 
iody of its native airs to adopt the harmony o^our 
voices and inftruments ; it eageirly follows the 
notes, and improves and heightens their delicacty. 
The Nightingale, proud of its independent 
warble, feems defirous to preferve its purity ; at ■ 

he flights our mufic, and can hardly be 
brought to learn a few fongs. The Canary Finch 
prattles or. whiftles • .but the Nightingale deipifes 
what he deems the perverilon of his tiil^ents, and 
perpetua^^ty recurs to the rich beauties • of Nature,

three airs, which it chants in their proper tone, always keep
ing due time, &c. des Si^^^-ius des Hi^irvieux, Ji" r3T-~-
A Canary, whiich, when yo^^ng, was placed very near my del^, got 
an odd fort fong ; it imitated the found made by telling crowns. 
N^te by Hebet^tt recei'ver g^eneral at Dijon. F

* It becomes fo familiar and fo fond of caref^i^jg, that a' thoufand 
and a thoufand times ■ it comes to ■ kifs and b'ill its mader, and nevef 
fails tOianfwer his ca^.f. Traitt des Se^rips, par Ms H^i^<vieuxl

■ ‘ His

    
 



OAi^jARY :

lilis ever-v^aried fohg can never be altered by*' 
man ; that Of the Canary Finch is more pliai^l^j' 
and can be modelled by our tafte. The one . 
therefore contributes more than the other to the 
comforts of focit^tyy; the Canary Finch fings at 
all times, recreates our fpirits in the gloomief^ 
M^v^i^thisr, and eVen adds to our happii^i^fs; it 
amufes all young peopdc^^ and is the delight of the' 
reclu^;; it relieves the languors of the cloifter, 
and infufes cheerfulnefs into innocent and captive . 
minds ; and its little- loves, -^liich are mani^sii: 
when it breeds, have a thoufand and a thoufand • 
times awakened the tendernefs of feeling hearts. 
It is as ufeful, as the Vulture is pernicious.

To the happ^' climate of the Hefperides, t^is 
charming bird owes-it birth, or, at leaft, its per- 
fedtion : fo*, in Italy *, there is a fpecies emalle^ 
than t^hat ' of the Canaries, and in Provence, 
another almoin as large f * but both thefe are 

' moife

* Ciirinillaf Olim.—" Spafrowvariegated
* above with yellowifli gre^^; below dilute greenifi'; the ^ng 
" and tail quills blacki^fh« the outer margin greeniflh.” T^he Italian 

Brisson. It is the Fringilla Citi'iiKliit of Li^^naeus, and 
the Finch of Latham. Its fpecific chi^i^i^^t^i-:—It is fo^ie- 
** what greenifli, its back fpotted with dufiky, its legs ' flefli co
** lo^^et^..” • '

•J- Serinus, Serin, Cenicte, Cere/in, Cinit, Cedrin.-~*‘ Sparrow 
** varying above with greenifli yellow, below dilute greenifli', the 

.!£. (ides marked with dulky longitudinal fpo^s, a gi^eenifli yellow 
** ftripe on the winj^si; the quills of the wings and of the . tail 
** dulky above, the outer niargips gra^^^l^-J^l^een, the tips W^itilh.’* 
The Serin. Brisson. It is the FringiHa Serimis of Li^nn^us, and the 
Sinn Finch • of Latham. Its fpecific d^ara^ec^t is fo^^i^^i»t 

B Z ‘ * gr^eenifli.

    
 



4 THE CANARY FIN^H^.

more ruftic, and may be regarded as the wild 
branches of a poliflied Item. All the three in
termix in the ftate of cap^'i'vity • ; but in the 
r^ange of naturej each propagates in its peculiar 
climate. They are therefore permanent varieties, 
and ought to be diftinguiihed by feparate names. 
Thelargeft was • called or Cini,^ in the time
of Belon •(above two centjjries ago) ; and in Pro
vence it is termed at prefent Cin^'i.^ or C'ig^ni^ and 
the Italian kind I • fliall di^inguiih thefe
three varieties by the epithets Canar^y^^ Chii^ and 
Ver^ti^ron, ■* f

The V^r^1:ur(^i^i or the Italian Bird, is 'found not. 
only through the whole of Italy, but in -Gi^eece % 

, Turk^)^,x AVutti^ia, Provence, Languedoc, Catalo
nia, .and probably in all climates of that temper

' ature. Some years, however, - it is very^. rare in 
the fouthern provi^nces of 'France, and particu
larly at Mar^feilles. Its fong is pleafant and vi^ried. 
The - female is inferior to the male both in the

■ charms of its'notes and in the beauty of its 
. plumage. The ihape, the colour, the voice, ' 

and the food of the Venturon and of the Canary, 
are neairly the fame ; and the only difference is,

** greenifli, its lower mandible whitifh, its back and tides fOotted ,
V with dufky ; aT^elOw T^'Ot on the wings.”
. * The ancient Greeks ^ffed this bird TpauTt?; and the ffiot^ej-a 

according to Belon, SotnJva. The Turkifh name ib 6’w .• 
in fome parts of Italy it is termed LiugMtrtnera, Beagana, 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, Ferzcllmoi in Bolojjna, V'dhi-t'io; 
at Naples, LequiUi, at Gen^^, ScOrina; in the'Trentin, C^il^^iitletli^. 
in • Germany, Ciirynle Oc Zitrynle i at Vienna, Citril,

■ ' ' that

    
 



THE CANARY RINCH. 5

that the Italian bird is fenfibly -‘fmaller, and its 
warble neither fo clear nor fo melodious. .

' The or Gr^een Bird of Provence, is
larger, than ’ the Venturon, and its- tones are ' 
much fuller. It is diftinguiilied by the bea^t^^y 
of its colours, the loudnefs of its fong, and the 
variety of its notes. The female, which is 'ra
ther larger than the male, an‘d has fewer 'yellow 
feathi^r^r^,. chants not like its mate, and anfwers 
only in monofyli^a^bles. It feeds on the fmalle^' 
feeds ' it can find in the field ; - lives long in a 
cage, feems fond of lodging with a gold-finch, 
whofe accents it feems attentively to hear, and 
.adopt, to vary its own warble. It opcurs 'not. 
only in Provence, but alfo in Dau^hiii^<,,- in the 
Ly^onnois *, in Bugey, in Geneva, in Switzel^- ' 
land, in Germany, in Italy, and in Spain j'. It

• _ I have fecn in the country in Bujge^y, and near Lyons, birds ve^y 
like the Canary Finches, and they were called Signis or Citguis, 
I have alfo feen them at Geneva in cages, and their fotu^.'did 
not feem to me very -pleafant:,—I think they are called at Paris 
" the Swifs Serins.” Note of M.

** The German, Serins are much commended j they e^cel the 
Canary Finches by their beauty and their foi^jg. They are not 
inclined to gr^ow fat; the force and extent of'theirwarbler, prevtent:, 
it is faid, that ciFedf. They are railed in cages or in chambers 
fitted up for them, and having an eafterly afp^i^; they hatch thrice 
a-year, from the month of April to Augufi:.” Le Parfait Oijiieur.

This is not altogether accurate ; for the fong of thefc German 
Serins, which are the fame with thofe of Switzerland and Provence, 

- ihough.full and ihrill,_ is’ far from having ahe fweetnefs and mellow- 
nefs o.f the Canary Birds. ' ' *

t In , Catalonia, it is called C«»^«;rf de Mont any a ; in Italy, 
or Scarzerin ; in Germany', Fasdeulei in the neig^h^bourhood 

’ of Hirn~^t^rf^l » in Switzerland, Scbij^i^t^i^iU.

' P 3

    
 



6 THE CANARY FI,NC^.

.is the fame bird that is called in Burgundy the 
Serin“ it builds among the pliers planted along 
the lides of the rivers, and its ne^ is lined with 
hair, and cafed with ,mofs. This bird, which is 
pretty common in the vicinhy of Marfeilles, and 
in the fouth of France as high ,as Burgundy, is 
^Ui^lTrequent in the northern provinces. Lottia- 
ger fays it is /only migratory in Lorr^aine.

The prevailing colour of the Venturon as 
Well as that of the Cini, is a green yellow on 
the upper part pf the body, and a yellow green 
on the belly j but the Cini, larger than the 
Ve^nturon, is diftinguiHied by the brown colour 

' which appears in longitudinal fpots on the fides 
pf the body, and in waves below *J whereas iq 

‘ ' pur

• I Ihall here infert an excellent defcription of the Cioi, which 
M. Hebert lent to me. " This bird is (bmew^hat fmia^^^jrthan the 
Canary Finch, which it much refembles. It has precifely the fame 
plumage ' with a kind of Canary called th? Gray Canary, which 
perhaps the original bird, and the varieties are owiing to domef- 
l^i^cat’ion.

The fo^e-part of the head* the orbits of the eyes, the under-, 
part pf the head, a fort of cd^^r, the bread and belly as far as the 
toes, are of a jonquil-colour, with a.tingeof green. The fides of 
-the head, and the higher part of the wings', are mixed with grec!^, 
jonq^^l, and black. The back, and the reft of the wings, a'r? dailjed 
V^ith green, gray, 'and black. The rump is jonquil. The bread, 
though of a fingle colour, is waved. The fpots on the-.,,
plumageiof the Cini are not diftiniUy majrked, but run int^ot-ach ' 
other ; thofe on th'ie head are much fn^:r, and like points j on the 
jwo fides of the breatfl-, and nndef 'the belly parallel to the wings^ —’ 
are fpots or Sneaks of black.

“ The tail is forked, conf^ing of twelve quills j' tlte wings Are . 
of the fame colour with the back j the ends the coverts at the 
prigin of the great quills, are flighty edged with a forf of dull yel-,

........ ' ' ' ' ■' ■ \ lowi

    
 



THE CANARY FIN^H^. 7'

our climate, jthe common colour of the Canary 
is uniform,-.and of a citron-yellow on all the 
body, and even on the belly ; it is only the tips 
of the feathers however, that are tinged with 
that delicate hue, the reft of them being entirely 
whi^te. The female is of a paler yellow than
the male ; but this citron-colour verging more 
or lefs on white, which the Canary affumes in 

cliinate, is not the tint of its native climate, 
for it varies accofding to the different tempera
tures. “ I have obferved,” fays one of our moft

• intelligent naturalifts, “ that the Canary Finch, 
“ which becomes entirely white in France, is in 
“ Teneriffe of almoft as deep a gray as the lin-. 
“ net ; this change of colour is owing probabl^y 

to the coldnefs of our climate.” The colour .
can be varied alifo by the ■ difference of food, by 
oonfinement, and above all ' by the mixture of

)wv; the great quills and the tail are fimilar, and of a brown Ver
ging to black, with a flight edging of gray 5 the tail is i^orter than 
that of the Canary bird. , - '

** In general this bird is jonquil below, and variegated on the
• back with different colours, in which the green predorain<ttes, ‘
thou;gh we cannot affert that this is the ground colour ; on the back 
Bolt a A^jjle feather but is variegated with fever'll colours. '

“.The bill is pretty much like that of the Ca^^r;y, but rather 
P^^rt^er and fmal^er ; the upper mandible is leVel with tjie crown 
.of the head, h'as little cont^t^'^iity, broader at its ' bafe, and fcalloped 
pear its origin ; the lower mandible is more con'^iave, placed dia
gonally 'under the upp^ir, into,which it is ^hcafed. ' •

* This Cini was o^^y two inches and feven lines from the top of • 
the head to the origin of the tai^, which was only' one inch and' ten 
,rines ; the wings extend to the third of the tail ; the legs are very 
ji^c^nder ; the tarfus fix Jines long, and 'the toes near as much j the

I naifs are not regularly .- ' ' “V g 4' • > breeds.
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breeds. In the beginning Of this centuiry the cu* 
rious in birds reckoned already twenty^-^nn^i; va
rieties of Canaries, and all of them were diftind^^y 
defcribed *. The primitive ftock froni whiclt 
thefe were defcended is th'e Common Gray Ca
nary. All thofe which have other uniform colours 
derive them from the difference of climates! 
Thofe which have red eyes are more or lefs 
inclined to a pure white plumage ; andjihe va- ' 
riegated are rather artificial than natural f.

• , ' But,.

* 1 Jhall here them all, leginninje wiith thoje which ar(
pioj^ commot
, r. The Common Gray Canary,

_ a. The Gray Canary, with down and
■ white feet. Vi legated breed.

3. The Whi^c^^ttii.'ed Canary. Veiru-
^ated breed. ■

■4. The Common Flaxen Cana^.
5. The Flaxen Canary, with red eyes.
6. The Golden Flaxen Canary.
7. The Flaxen Canary, with down.

- V^rr/^egated breed. ■
?. The Wh^ite^^ailed Flaxen Canary.

' V^ril^egated breed.
9* The Common Yt^llow Canary.

10. The Yellow Canary, wit^ down. 
Vl^r^i<^egat‘d breed. "*

The White-l^tiled Ye^llow Canary. 
Vi^t^iegi^ti.d breed.

The Common .Agate Canary.
The A^it^ Cana^, with red eyes.

J 4. The ^Whil^e-ttailed Agate Cana^^.
/ Vc^^ii j^^^ed breed. ,

55. The /I gate Canary, with dow.n.
• „• V^ril^errted breed.

Traite des Serins de Qana^ries, par Hcr-vieux, 17 I 3 •
T ** The lhades and arrangement of the colours of the V^’rt^^-" 

gated Canaries differ exceedingly ; feme are black on the 
Oljcrs not ; fome are fpotced irregularly, and others with great re- 

■ gularity. The differences- of colour are commonly perceived only 
on 'the upper part of the bird j they co'nfift of tv/o large black fpots

■ on

jy-

J2.

16. The Common Pink Canary. '
17. The Pink Canary, with red cye:^,. 
jS. The Golden Pink Canary.
yg, The Pink Canary, with down. 

breed. •
The White Canary, with red eye»,
The Common Vs^i^ie^at^ed Canai^.^.
T^he Viii^iegated Canary, with red 

eyes.
The Flaxen Va^riegated Canary,
The Flaxen Va^rie^^al^ed Canary, 

with red eyes.
The Blaok Variegated Canary, 

a6. T^he Jonq^nl-blai^^ Viii^iegated Ca
nary, with red eyes.

27. The Jonquil-blairk Variegated Ca
nary, a regular plmoage.

28. The Full Cana^, (that is entirely
of a jonquil-yell^^,) which is 
the rareft.

29. The Creft Canary, (or rather the
Crowned,) which is one oC-tkt}. 
moft bea^^iful. f

■{7«3- 
V« '

20.

21
22.

23
24.

2S-
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'But, befides thefe primary varieties, ■viii.ch. 
ieem to have been introduced 'by the change of 
climate, and fome fecondairy ones that have 
iince appeared, there are others more apparent, 
and which refult from the union of the Canairy 
•^ith the Venturon, and with the Cini j for nof 
only do thefe three birds breed together, but the 
y^oung hybrids are capable of procreation. The 
fame; ' may be faid in regard to the fruits of thc^‘ 
commerce of the Canary with the Siikin, with 
the Goldfinch, with the Linnet, with the Yi^llt^o^- 
hammer, with the Chaffinch, and ^eren it is faid ' 
with the Sparrow *. Thefe birds, though very 
different from each other, and apparen^l^y difcir^- 
minated widely from the Canaries, can by pro
per care and attention be made to pair with 
them. The Canary multt be removed from" 
thofe of its own fpecies ; and the -experiment 
feems to fucceed better when perfor^med will^ 
the female than with the male. The Sifkin and 
Gc^ldfinch are the only birds with which, it is

6n each winsgj'tlie one before and the other behind, in a large cref- 
cent of the fame colour placed on the back, pointing its con^t^^iity 
towards the head, and joining by. its horns to the '.two anterior 
black fpots of the wings. Lallly, the tail is furrounded behind by 

■in half-collar of gray, which feems to be a compound ctSour re- 
fulting from the intimate mixture of black and yellow. The tail 
and its coverts are almoin wh^te.” De/ci^iptUn des d'un
Cani^iri Panache, oh/ier^V: avec M. decM^ontbeillard.

• D’Arnault affurcd Salerne that he faw at Orleans a gi^ay^-hen 
Canary which had efcaped from the vo^i^i^^y, couple with a fparrow, 
9nd make her hatch in af^p^c^r^i^c^nu-can, which thrived. Amufemens 
Innocens, ou le Parfait O'tfeleu'r, ^274-'-

‘well

    
 



THE CANARY FINC^K^;

well afcertained, that the male carr pro
pagate. On- this fubje^ one of my friends thus"* 
wi^i^tes me; a perfon of as muqh experience as 
veracity *. *

For thirty years pal^ I have raifed man^ of 
thefe fmall birds, and have paid particular atten
tion to breeding them; I can therefore from long 
obfervation afTert the following fads. When we 
wrllr to pair Canaries with Goldfinches, we muft 
take the Gc^ldfinches at ten or twelve days old, 
and, put them in the neft with Canaries of the 
fame agis; we muft raife them together in the 
fame volery, and accuftom them to the fame 
food. It is ufual to lodge the male Goldfinches 
with the female Canaries, and they aflociate 
much more readily than if the female Gold" 

' finches were jo^i^ned with the male Canaries, 
We may obferve however, that the unrcn is 
more tardyr',, becaufe the Goldf^r^c^t^^ is later in , 

"j^j^ii^'ing than tlhe Cai^j^ary; on the confary, if 
|he female ^oldi^i^<^li,>e placed befide the -male 
Canair^ they fooner couple f". . To fucceed we 
^^uft never admil^. the male Canary into the 
voleries where there are fernale Canaries, for he 
^^(^uld then prefer them, to Go^l^dJfinches iff”

V Father Boagot. , .
+ This proves (as we fliall afterwards obfei-^e) that the female 

' is not fo much Simulated to love by nature, as roufed by the fo^iicii- 
- tati^Gn of the male. • •

J Gelher fays, that a Swifs bird-catcher trying to' pair a cock 
Canarj’iwith- a hen Sgrz^et^tie,' (Cinii) had eggs, but that thele were 

"ad<^Jte.
'' “ ^ith
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' ** With regard • to the union of the male Ca- 
' nary with the female Siikin, I am certain that it 

fucceeds well. I have kept for nine years in my 
volery a female Silkin, which never failed 
to make three hatches annualj^;y for the firft five 
years, though the number was reduced to two 
jn the four following years, I have other Sif- 
kins which have bred •with the Canaries, with
out being raifed or kept feparately. We need 
only leave the^* male or female Sifkin in the 
chamber with a good number of Canaries, and 
we ihall perceive them pair with the Canaries, 
;it the fame time that thefe pair with each otheirj 
wher^eas, to fucceed with the Goldfinches, they 
jnui^ be ihut up in a cage with the Canary, and- 
every bird of the fame fpecies muft be excluded. 
The Siikin lives'as long as the Canary, and eats 
the fame food with much lefs relud^ance than' 
the' Goldfinch,

" “ I have alfo put Linnets with Canaries ; buC
there is feldom fuccefs, unlefs we lodge the male 
j^iinnet, with the female Cani^i^ryj for the hen 
Linnet makes no neft, but drops her eggs in tba 
cage, and thefe are geneirally addle. I hav'c 
piade the experiment' with them, having placed 
liaem under female Canaries, and frequentl^y 
found that they did not hatch, . , ,-‘-

“ It is very difficult to pair Chaffinches 
?nd .Yellow-hammers with Canairiej^,-, .[ . have 
^ept for three years a • female Yellow-hammer 
a^Uh a male Canary, and it has laid only addle

/ ' ' eggs.
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eggs. This has alfo been the cafe with the- 
female Chaffinch ; but when the female Canary 
is ■ covered by the male Chaffinch and Yellow
hammer ihe has prolific eggs.” *

From thefe Ya<^s, and ibme others which I 
have collefled, it appears that the Sifkin is the 
only bird of which the male and female propa
gate equally with thofe of the male or femal<2. -

• Canaries. The female Canary alfo breeds rea
dily with, the Goldfinch ; not fo eafil^y with the 
cock Linnet ; and even produces, though with 
more difficulty, under the male Chaffinches, Yel
low-hammers, and Sparrows ; whereas the male 
Canaries cannot impregnate the females of thefe 
laft. Nature is therefore more uniform and 
permanent in the male than in the female ; in 
the former the cha^a<fters ar'e deeply imprinted j 
in the latter, .the qualities are modified by the

■ influence of external caufes. In the few experi
ments which I have made on the union of fome 
contiguous fpecies of quadr^up^e^d's, I obferved that 
the ewe eafj-ly bred und’£r the he-goat ; but that 
the ram could not propagate upon the ffie-goat.. 
1 have been told 6f an inftance in which a

„ 'flag covered a cow ; but the bull has been 
known to copulate with the hind. The mare

- br^eeds more readily with the j^^ck-afs, than the 
ihe-afs with the itallion. In general, mules par
take more- of the cha^-atders of the female than 
of the male, whofe features are more ftrongly

. marked.—Thefe fadts correfpond with thofe we 
/ have .
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have mentioned with regard to the crofs-bi^c^w 
of birds. It is evident that the female 
much moircrekl^ed than the male to the fpecies iji? 
the Yellot^-hammer, of the Linnet, of the ChaP'' 
finch, and of the Sparrow ; fince. it breeds with 
all thefe, while the male, will not. I ufe the 
term ’will, for perhaps it is only frorn a want 
refolution that the female yields to the foli^^ta- 
tions of thofe of a different fpeci^^^: however, 
an examination of the produdls of this inter
mixture affords condufions that agree with all 
that I have faid of the generation and develope- 
ment animals ; and as the fubjedt is import
ant, I lliall here ftate the principal fadts.

The firft variety which feems to conftitute 
two dif^^i^<d families in the fpecies, confifts of 
the variegated Canaries, and thofe whofe plu
mage is_ uniform. - The white fort, or the yel
low-citron, are nevejr var^iegated j only w^Iien 
the latter are four or five years old, the tips, of 
the wings and of the tail become white. Th^e 
gray kind are not of an uniform co]^<^i^r; fome 
feathers are a^sdled by different ihades, and 
fome individuals are of a lighter or a darker 
tinge. The agate is fpr<e^d uniformly, though it 
varies in the intenfity. The pink coloured are 
more fimilar, the.tint being uniform, not only 
in different individuals, but. in different parts of 
the fame individual. In thofe which. confif^ 'of 
feyeral colours, the "^e^How Jonquil fort are varie
gated with blackifb, and are commonly black on' 

. -the -••
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the head. In fome Canaries, the plumage Is 
tindtijred with all the fimple colours which wc 
have mentioned ; but the Yellow Jonquil are 
the moft var^iegated with black. -

Wh^en Canaries are paired of an uniforms* 
colour, that of their young is alfo uniform. If 
both parents are gray, for inftance, the progeny 
is alfo commonly gray j and this is the cafe with 
the pink, with the white, with the yellow, and 
with the agate. If the parents be of different 
colours, the fruits of their commerce will have • 
a richer plumage j and as the combinations that 
can take place are numerous, an immenfe va
riety of tints may be produced. But when the 
Canaries of an uniform colour^, are croffed with 
thofe which are variegated, the changes are pro- 
digiouf^y multiplied, and there is fcarce any 
limit to the fportive modifications. Na^, it • 
often happens that parents of an uniform • colour 
have beautiful vai^iegated'offspring, derived from 
the mixture of ihades in themfelves or their 
progenitors *. . ...

With relpecd to the intercourfe of the Canairy 
with birds of other fpecieS, I ihall here ftate ' 
the obfervations which I have cohered. Of all

* To have beautiful birds, we mull pair the flaxen variegated 
male with a white-tailed' yellow fems^le; or at leaft a variegated 
male with a white-tailed ^axen female, or any oth^ir'^lemale that 
is white-tailed, except on^y the gray. And when we wtint to ob* 
tain a fineJonqUil, we Ihould feta black variegated male ^with a 
wh^te-tailed yell^ow female. lnntcm> ■

the
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the Canaries, the Cini or Green Canary has the 
ftrongeit voice, and appears to be the moft vi
gorous, and the .imoft ardent in propagation ■ it 
is fuflicient for three female Canaries, and while 
they ■ are fitting in the nefts, it fiipplies them and 
their young with food. The Siikin and the 
Goldfinch are neither fo powerful nor fo aifidu- 
ous, and a -fingle female Canai'y fatisfies their 
appetite. •

The crofs-br^eed ■of the Cini, of the Silk^i^i^, and 
of the Goldfinch, with the hen Canai’y, are 
ftrpnger than the Canaries, fing longer, and fheir, 
notes are fuller and more fonoi^i^^ss; but they 
are flower in receiving inf^i^i^^dii^n: for the molt 
part, they whittle imp^i^ffei^ly, and feldom one 
«an be found that can repeat a Angle air com
plete. - ,

.When we^ wifli to have a breed of the 
^^l^dfinch with the hen Canary, the- former 
Ihould be two y^ears old, and the latter one, fojr 
the-Canary arrives fooner at maturity. It will 
be better if both be reared together, though that 
precaution is not abfolutely nec^^^i^ryj and the 
A^uthor ■of “ the Treatife on Canaries’* is mit 
taken in aiferting, that the hen mult never have 
had commerce with a male, of her own ipecles, 
and that this would prevent her from receiving 
t^h^bfe of a ■ different kind. The following fad^ 
is’dii^i^^ly contira^y to this opin^t^n: “ I hap- 
pened,**Tays Father Boiigot, “ to put twelve Ca
naries togetiher, four males and eight females,

• u Bad
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Bad chickweed killed three of thefe males,, and 
all the females loft their firft hatch. In the ftead 
of thefe Cock-Canaries, I thought fubf^^t^t^'^
jng three male G^l^llinches which I caught, , 
and put them into the volery in the beginning .

. of May. I had, towards the end of July, two 
nefts of young, which thrived as well as pof^bl<s; 
and in the following year, I had three ..hatches 
of each cock Goldfinch with the female Ca^. 
naries. Thefe commonly do not breed with 
the Goldfinch, except from the age of one 
to four ; while they continue prolific with 
their own males till, eight or nine : and it is 
only the v^ariegated female that breeds with the 
G^c^ldfinch after its fourth year. We muft never 
put the Goldfinch into a volery, 'for' it derao- 
liihes ttie neils, and breaks the eggs the other

' birds.’* It appears then,that the hen Canaries, ' 
though .^(^(^i^d^omed to the, commerce of their 
own fpecies, liilen to‘the invitation of ’tths'male, 
C^olc^fT^rich^es, and fubmit wh^tiout relui^<uice to 
their embraces. The,' union is even as pro

- dudti^ee^ as with theii^' pfoper mates, fince '-they,, 
have three hatches a-year with the Gokliinc;h. 
The, cafe is different in the mter^i^^rfe of the 
cock Linnet vvith the Canary, there being com
monly but one hatch, and, very fcldom two 
in the yeari , e . , ' •

The progeny of the Canarie^s" with the 'Siikins, 
wi^th the Goldi^nches, &c. are -prCl.ific, and can 
breed not- only with both the fpecies from which 

’ they
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they fpnjhg, but likewife with each oth<^r; and 
thus may J)erpetuM6 an endlefs varietty*. 'We ■ 
thuft own, however, that the fruits of the in^^:r» 
mixture in thefe hybrids are far from being fo 
certain or fo numerous as in the pure fpecii^!^; 
they generally have only one hatch a-year, fel- 
dom two, ■ their eggs are often addle, and the 
fuccefs depends on many minute circumftances, 

” which it would be impoffible to, obferve, an4 
ilill lets to defcribe ysiih precifion. It is faid, 
that in thefe there are always more males than, 
females. “ A hen Canairy (fays Father Bougot) 
and a Go^ldfinch have, in the fame year at three 
different times, laid me nineteen eggs, which all 
hatched, and of the young were only three 
females.” It would be proper to afceirtain-this 
fa£t by repeated obfe^vations. In the pure breeds 
of feveral birds, as in the partridges, it has alfo 
been remarked that the males exceed the females. 
The fame remark applies to the human rac^; in 

climates, Te'venteen boys are born for fix
teen girls. We know hot the precife propor
tion between the male and female partridges, 
blit that the former are more numerous than 
the latter we-are certain, becaufe in the pairing

' • Sptengel has^made obfefvadons with regard to the 
crofs-brecds of the Canaries with other fp^^^tes, and particularly 
with the GoIdfi^^I^(^i!$ he has fhewn that the progeny continued 
to prq^^gate with each oth^r, and with the parent races. The 
pro^if which he has adduced is . though before him thefe
hybrids were confidered as fleriilc. A^tUinutu l^iaocens.

' VOLi IV. c - feafon.
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fe^iTori, there are always cock j^lrds t^at want^- 
mates. It is likely, however, that Tixteen to three, 
as in the croTs-breed of the Cana^ an4 Gokl't 
Tinch, ■ is, greater inequality than ever takes place, 
in a pure breed., I Ii^-ve been told, that thq Tlie- 
mules, got between the afs and the mare, exceed in 
number the he-tnules i but I could never ob
tain accurate information, on that fubje/d;. Our'

• buTineTs then is to determine by^' obfervation the - 
number of . males and of females , in the pure 
race of the Canary, and afterwards to examine 
if that of the males be ftill greater in the crofs- 
breed qf the Goldfinch and hen Canary, What 
difpofes me .to entertain this opinion is, that the 
cha^i^dder of the male is in'general ' r^ore deeply 
^plpreT^ed on the progeny, than that of the fe
male. Thefe hybrids, which ar/ ftronger than 
the Canaries, and have a louder voice, are alfo 
longer lived. But there is an obfervation whu^d^hi 
applies alike to all, that. the period pf their lives, 
is abridged by their ardour ' in propagation. '.A, 
eock Canary raifed by itfelf, and/^:ithout inter
course with the female, lives generally thirteen oj:

, fourteen years ;. and the crofs-breed of the ^olcr/ 
finch will reach its eighteenth or nineteenth .year, 
The: crofs-br^eed, of the Siikin, if kept apart Trc^mt 
the fem^lI<fs,^, live fifteen ,or ' fixte'en y^eat^s,- 
W^c^i^e^as the cock • Qanairy, which has one or 
feveral females, feldom liv^e^s^* longer than ten oi^ 
eleven years ; the crofs-breed of the Siihin eleven

' ' fZ ''' ■ ‘ .
‘ ‘ . • -'U
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6r twelve, and that of the Goldfinch fourteen or 
fifteen. It is alfo neceffary to part them from 
the females after the time of'hatchinjg; tha^is, 
from the month of Auguft to that of Marc^ j elfe 
the heat of their paflion would wafte them, and - 
abridge their lives by two or three years. ’ ’ 

To thefe remarks, which are all interefting, 
we may fubjoin a general and more important 
obfervation, which may throw fome light on the - 
generation of animals, and the deyelopement of 
their different parts. . It has been con^ant^ly 
noticed in the copulation of the Canaries, both 
with tbofe'^lf their own fpecies and with -thofe. 
of other races, ' that the offspring refembled the 
fattier in the head, the tail, and the legs, and .the 
mother in the reft of the body. The fame has 
been obferved in quadrupeds. The mule 
between the jack-afs and the mare, has the thick 
bo^^yo^l^he former, and the ears, the tail, and the 

thin legs of the latter. It' appears thei^^lfore that, 
in the mixture of the two feminal liquors^ how.- ' 
ever intimate we fuppofe it to be, the organic 
molecules’ furniihed by the female <^ccupy^.the 
centre of that living fphere which 'increafes in 
ail diraenl^c^Rs,' ai^d'- that the - molecules inj€^(S;ed 
by 'the- male furr^oi^rid and inclofe thefe '5 fo that 
the extremities of the body proceed more -im- 

from the father than from the,mother.
, The ikin, the . hair,. the col^^i^r^,'' which may be 

corfidered' as the exterior of the body, retain 
ffl^<oft of the paternal impreffiGns. ' In the crois- 

C ■2^ ' breed "
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breed whieb I obtained from the V^opula'tion Of 
the 'he-gOat with the ewe, they all had, inftead 

foft fleece, the ihaggy coatJ thei male.
I'nThe buman 'fpeci'es, we may generally perceive, 
fh^^ the fon refembles the father more'than the 
inother, in his legs, his feet,, and his hands in 
bis^wfitingi'‘in the quantity and colour ofi his 
iiair,‘^iii his completion, ’and in the bulk o^ his 

* lh.e^ad' li apd the mulattoes born o^ a hegrefs 
lofe' miore of the dark tinge than thofe o^ a White ' 
‘woman'" All thefe fadls feem to‘confirm ’olir 
general idea, that the female molecules occupy 
'the eenti•e of the fael^us, and, though brought ■ into 
th^ clofef^ U^i^n, are more abundant' ne^a^''the 

‘/urJfate. • ■
. In general, the beauty of the fpecies can never 

1)e improved or even ■ preferved, without ■ ciofling 
the breed : and ■ the elegance of form,'the ftrerigth

■ and '^ii^i^iur of tbebody, depend ■almb^folely^ otn 
the proportion of the ■ limt^Ji.' ‘ A^eeo’rding;^5,-■ it 
Is the males alone;/'wlii::h in man and -in the

. "la^imals, Ennoble t^he rac'ei 'Large, generous mares, 
Covered by forfy little horfes,''have always 'ill- 
^^ade 'oolts ; ‘but ‘a fine* 'flallion'will get a beauti- 
tif^ul'jfoQe^er^^^'-fKbm even the ugliefl^. ■mai^t^j'^-'-a'nd - 
the more ■ dlilBi^i^j^^if are'the kinds of the pai^inntj^i 
‘the bandfoito«^i^'.will be the■■of^s^i^ri^Qi-J The fame 

_ may belaid the breed is always improv-
■ ed by 'ft^anQe rams, while’the ordin^Irr'fln'ali fort ' 

can'never get good lambs- from; the ■ moft 'excels 
lent ewes. I could ' enlarge' upon ■ this .^l^]^(^]Itant

fubie'aii,
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fubjxiifl:, but I fbould make too long a digrelfion. 
Yet, to detail all the fa<ils refpe<ding the inter
mixture of animals, would be the ti^oft real 
fervice that can be 'rendered to Natural Hiftory. 
As many people employ or amufe themfdlv^s.m 
breeding Canaries, v^hich' requires Jittle time, 
jiumerous experiments might be made by crofs- ' 
nig them, and continuing to ; mix the, fruits, of 
the embrace. I am confident that, by conjbin^ • 
ing thefe obfervadons with thofe upon .the qua- 
druped^. and upon man, we inight be ableitp 
ef^imate-the precife influence of^the 'male^^i^^.g<er 
i^i^i^jition, compared with that of • therfem^e j apd 
confequei^^ly, from the general relat^c^r^si, t,o- ,
nounce whether fuch a male would, fuit fufh 'a 
female, &c. ’

i But-in the. quadrupeds, as well a? in Tmi^ji ajKl 
^n the fr^.all birds, the di^er■eneep.<^^ thp. 
qualities oftpu diflurbs the • eqrr^ef0^o_r^^(^;jJi;^e^,0^£tAhe 
phylieal properties. ^If apy thing ;c(jul^^.t[^oroye 
thattthe. eharaeter of the 'individual c>p5ginal
imoI^eflioc^^Cff•..nat•une which; e(luQaL.aicqr .t^ean,?o^eyer 
alter, ;it is an inftauce in the Can^^^He^,] t^iTh^y 
“:;almbft aly^ayst” fays .]HelryieuXt di.l3^erfI;nm

dA eaph -iOtt^^r. in t(enloers ;;tt,^□cQe, mal<^!^'; are
.‘A.^lbl^aysSi^c^^|l^|^^^  ̂Ja^.,it were, abforbed ^in r^i^^r 

, ‘‘.iveri^es, generally .bloated, • and fel-
' “ .dpmi 'ic^/vl| mournful tor^<^t,^.,>;3 5•ee^l^il^C;.aa 

imtnenfe-.'time to learpy are ;imoer^e*£lly' ac
*‘- quainted with. what they afe • taught, .and eafil^ 

forget • it. .■ *.. Thefe Canaries are often fo ilo- 
. r c' 3 “ yenly,

1 • ■ .
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THE CANARY' FINCH.

venly, that their feet and tail afe^lwrays dirt^^; 
they never gain the affedion of their femfil<ss, 
which they foothe not with their fong, while 
engaged in' hatching ; and the young are 
little better than their fathers. . . . There are 
other Canaries which are fo wicked, that they. 
kill the female ; the only way to f^cceed is, 
to give -them two females, which will unit6 in 
their common defence ; and after fubduing 
their mate by force, they will retain the do
minion by love*. Others are of a difpofi* 
tion fo barbarous, that they break'the eggs 
and eat them ; or if thefe have efcaped their 
ferocity, they lay hold of the callow brood by

* " Sometimes the praVlty of their difpofition is in a certain 
mcafure compenfated by other qualities j fuch, for inftancp, as 
their melodious foi^jg, their beautiful plu^^^ge, and their familiar 
'turn. If you would wiih to make them br^ed, you mull give them 
two ^rong females one year older than,thcmfelves ; and the fe- 
•^Jifes f^ould' be accuftomed for fcveral months previous to live iii, 
t^hfe fame that they ibay have no" jeailoufy to each oth^r. And 8
inonith before the love-feafon, they mu(^ be both fet together in the 
breeding cage, and at the proper time the male ^ould be let ih 
among thcm^ He will be very quarrelfome the- firft three daj'^, 
but the females, uniting againl^ him, will certainly in the end gain 
the afcendant, and he will be obliged ,to fubmit, and at lal^ 
be'co^^ attached to them. Thefe kind of forced ma^^iages often 

better than others from which moirfe might be ex^^^ed. 
To preferve the hatch, the firft egg flio'uld • be removed, ■nd dft 
ivory one put in -its plac^; the fame muft be 'done t^e. following 
days, always taking them away as fal^ as they - are laid, left the 
male ^ould break them J and after the laft- egg is dropped, tha 
male • mu^ be ihut in a feparate cage, ahd the female permitted ta 
hatch 'C^ldi^crbed. After the young are ready to be taken from 
,the mother, the prifoner may be returned to his

■ Trate Jt Serins ds Canaries,

“ the
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the bill, drag them into the' C^jge and murder 
** them Some are fo wild and independent, . 
that they will not fuffer themfeives to be touched 

. or carefTedj’andcan neither be governed n6f treat-' 
ed like the : they fpurn at the leaft Interfer
ence, and it is only when left to the impulfe of their 
humours that they v^^ill couple and breed. Others 
are' excefl^’vely indol^^tlt; the gray for iilftance 
fcarceljr ever take the pains to build a nef^,' btit 
it I muft be provided for them, Stct All ' thefe 
characters are, we fee, very different from each 

4nd from thofe our favourite Canaries, 
which are ever jo)rc^us, aud ever cha'nl^ititg; are

* “ There are males of a weak babbit, indifferent about the 
females, and always fiiclc after nef^ling j thefe muft not be paire^^ 
for I bbferve,^ithiit the oflfsj^i^ing rcfcmble the father. There are 
others fo libidinous, that they drive the female from her neft, and 
W^uld not allow her to fit ; thefe are of a hardy conf^ttution, have' 
a fuperi^^ foi^jg, a fin^r plumage, and are tamer. Others br^isk 
Sth! eggs, and kill the youn;^, the more to enjoy the female. Others 
Ihew a predile6lion for an individual, and will, ou^^^we^^, feli^t^ 

’ their favourite, td which -they will pay particular attention. Th^ofe 
have a good terapeir, and will commun'ii^ate it to their prdge^^. 
Others difeo^er fondnefs, for no fe^^le, and remain inadtive, and 
^njjrt^t^i^iEl^^^e. The fame difference of chan^^er and tempe]^2^> 
snciit are to be found in theifei^^ll^s^.. The jonquil females are 
tnoft gen^tl^; the agate fort are capricious, and often defert theyr 
young to ;^oin thie male ; the variegated females are alCduous on 
their eggs and affef^ioniate to their young, but the yariegated thalcs 
i^i^ethe moft'^rdent of a^l the Qanaries, and mufthave ^vo or three, 
females, • elfe they will drive them from the, neft and break, the eggs. 
'Tl^ofe which are entirely jonquil jrave -neiarly the fame fire of ter^;- 
- pe^, and require two or three females. The agate males are the 
feebleft, and the females , of that kind often expire upon ,.their 
eggs.’r ■ hy Fatheir Bpu GQT,

c 4 fo
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fo tame and fo lovely • ; are.e^(^€:llent hulbands, 
and affectionate fathers ; are of fo mild a tem» 

and of fo happy a di.fp<^^iii^n,,^ti^t they re
, ceive ever^ generous impreffion, and glow with 

each exalted feeling. They cojittr^i^i^ll^y -amufe 
the female by their fong, they footh;th^^ languor 
of her occupation, they entreat hei'.to take-re.- 
lief .in hatching, and,, in her place,,.they.fit-le- 
verai hours every da^ ; they alfo . feed •. the 
young ; anU la^Iy, receive whatever inftrud^ons 
are .^iven, From thefe alone we are to judge of ' 
the fpecies, and I mention the • •others only, to 
I^ew that, even in animals, the'.ot^r^j^ier is de
rived from nature, and net formed by. e,du- 

' cation, ♦ , J f i "
Moreover; the apparently,wi^ckedL difpi^^fitioh, 

which drives them to break .heir .eggs and kill 
' th.eir young, proceeds often from the f^'re of their 
amorous paljions. To enjoy the female ofteber, 
and riot in the fulnefs of pleafui^e^a aey^plunder 
theneft, and def^roy 'thp dea^eil objetstof theit^' ' 
affe<dion. • Tha .be^.i,^j^;^' • to ibjreed •:from ihole 
birds, is to fepai^a^(^e_,t:h,emiVahd pub^h<^i^>in the 
caj^tjj-it will be inuch bette.I^.l^^o-'grve 
chamber having a funny afp^ed, rand facingithc 
eaft in. winter. For in the cage the?y wilLbreak 
the eggs to^ repeat their • enab;race j. but when they 
are lodged in an apartment where there •are'more 
females than •males, they .will pay their addr^^Tes 
to another, and allow the firft to hatch lindif-.

- Befides, the males, from^ jealoufy, will
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pot .fuller diforders, to be committed ; and 'when 
one- is prompted by ardor tp teafe bis female and 
break her eggs, they give him a found beatingi 
fufficient to- mortify his ct^i^cc^jpifcence.

The materials given to bu‘il<d. their are
the fcrapings of fine linen rags, cows and flags 
hair, ufelefs for other purpofes, mofs, ^nd {lender 
dry flalks of hay., The Goldfinches and Silkins, 
when lodged with the henvCanaries, to obtain a. 
crois-breed, make ule of the mofs and hay, but 
the Canaries prefer the hair and lint j but thefe 
mul^ be w’<ell divided, left the fibres, flicking to 
their feet,'ihould occafion the eggs tobe broken.

To feed them, a crib is placed ift the chamber, 
which is pierced all round with holes that admiit 
the head ; and into it a portion of this mixture 
ia^'put; three pints -o:f rape-fe^d, two of oats, 
two. of milleti and ■ Ja^Iy, a pint of hemp feed, 
,and the crib isreplertiihed every tweWe or thirteen 
day^Sj'.tak^i^'g care ^that the grains be well cleaned 
andiwinfic^w^^d. -This food is proper when they 
abre'only^^ttiin^; ■■ but the day before the young 
afe ekckded from the ibell,' the parents ought 
to have a'dry -cake baked without fait, and after 
i^^iting itJ th<^ef'‘^hQ'uld\have har^d bdiled eggs'; 
Onec'being'/uiBGi^ii^i^t:. -for two .males and four fe
males, - and two for four males and eight females, ' 
and fo .on in Orooortion. They ought to have 
no.fallad, or'gr^eens .vzhile rearing the offspring, 
for .this .would weaken much the young. But 
to-vary fomewhat their- diet, they -fliould every 

‘ ' - three
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three days be ■ prefented on a -plate with a bit of 
white- bread foaked in water, and fqueezed in 
the hand ; this being not fo rich, as the cake, 
and preventing them from growing too fat 
while breeding. It would alfo be proper to give 
them a few Canairy feeds f, but only ■ once in' 
two days,. left they be heated too much. Sugair 
bifcuit commonl^y produces that effect; and is 
attended with another ftill -worfe, that the hens ' 
fed on it lay eggs that are addle, or too fmall , 
and tender. When the eggs are fmall, the rape
feed ihould be boiled every day to bli^nt its acri
mony. Long experience,” fays Father Bou- 
got, “ has informed us, that this fort food 
“ agree$ heft, whatever the'authors, who have

written -oh Canaries, may aifert.” ' /
After the hatch, the. Canai^^i^jj'dught to* be 

'pp/rged vvith plantain and lettuce-feeds j bu’t 
care muf^ be taken to .remove' the young 
bii^d^ssj which would be greatly weakened by this 
regimen, and the parents' muft not be confined 
to it longer ■ than two days. When yob want to - 
feed them with the ftick, ygu ought not, aS 
rnofl bird-^t^a'tchers advife, leave them with the . 
mether. till the eleventh or twelfth da;^j you 
ought^to remove them with their rieff as eaillr 
as the eighth da^y. The food for the- young

k
* Jlpii in French, the Canar^-gi^a^fs being termed It ,

is the Phalar'tsC^t^t^arinJis o!f Li^nnaeuS. It is a native of the Canary 
iflands, whence it fprings. I^t^r^i^janeoufy in the corn ^elds ; but. is 
j^^wvuitividtt^d in fmall quantities in many parts of Europe, ''

' Canaries *
t ‘
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, Canat^i^e^s^. ought to be prepared before hand ; it 
. is a pafte compofed of boiled rape-feed, y^c^Ucs Of 

eggs and crumbs of cake mixed together,, and 
, beaten up with a little water. It ought to be 
given to them every two hours, and rammed 
into their bill. It mul^ not be too ' liquid, left 
it turn four, and it mu!^ be. made frelh every

’ day till the young can eat wichoi^t^’ ■ ailiftailce'.
The produce of thele captive birds is not fo 

regular, but appears 4^o be more numerous'than ‘ 
it ■ .probab^ly would .be in the Rate of', liberty. 
Some ■ females have four or five hatches annua!^^y, • 
and 'lay four, five, fix, or even feven eggs each 
time J . and generally they have three hatches, 
and the moulting hinders them ■ fr^om anoth^ir*. 
Some however fit ev<^n’during moulting, if 
they happen to be' laying before that feafon. 
The birds of the fame hatch do not all moult at 
the fam^’time. The weakeft firft drop their 
feathers, and the ftrongef^ more than a month 
afterwards. In Jonquil ■ • Canaries ■ this change

■ • “ There are fen^ales which nev^r lay. at all, and are called
Irehaignes (barren) ; others lay only once or twice in the who^e 

. year, and even repofe two or three days between the firft and fecond 
egg* Others have only three hatches, which are regular, con- 
fi^i^Dg of' three eggs laid without interruption. A fourth fo^t, 
c^lle^ the comment becaufe the moflt numerous, may . have four 
li^tcnes of • four or ^ve eggs. But no*' always uniform. Others 
are ^ill better layers, having five hatches, and f^ll more if allowed ; 
and in each of thefe. are fix or feven eggs. When this kind feed 
W^l^, they are excellent, and we cannot be too careful pf them,,

, for they arc worth hal^:f a dozen of the O<^it^i^i-y Canairiei^^’*
, ' Traiti des Serins des CanAirie/,

A.
Pf
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of _ plumage is . tedious, and con^raonl^ more 
dangerous than in the pther ' kinds. The female 
Jc^nquils have, only three hatches, each of three 
-eggs ; the flaxen coloured Canaries are too deli? , 
cate,, and their brood feldom thrives. The 
Pihk'ihew a reluctance to pair with each -^i^tieir ; 
in ■ a large volery, the male but rarely couples 
with the female of -liis own colour, and to form 
the union, they muft be confined together in -a 
cage. ■ The white fort are commonly Valuable 
in every refpeCt ; they lay and breed as well, .,<cc' 
rather better than the .withers, and the variegated 
white are the hardieft of all. i i

Whateveir’differences there may be ■in the ■dif* 
|ofitionjs 'and prolific powers of'ihefe bird^4he 
period of incubation is the faine j ail of 'them? fit. 

, thirteen ij^£^;ys rand when the exclufior^^'^^'the 
;youn'g.is a day ea:rlier or is «^’wirig to

particular circumftance. Gold 'r^etar^ds' the 
pi^o^cefs, and’>l^^<^j^lt. • forwar^ds it ; acc^’rd^^'ngly the 
firit hatch, which is in'April, requires thirteen 
days and a half, or even fourteen days, if the 
weather is chilly. j but the third,,wKicli haj^pjena, 
*^t^rrng the heats of July,, and.i Auguft,..is' -^f^eCt-ed 
in -^^tvelve days and a half, or even twelve days; 
It ,'would be proper to feparate all the gpc^t^^eggs 
from the bad ; and, to do this wi’thh certaintyh w'O 
ought to*wait to the eighth or 'ninth dhy‘,'’aiici r’ak^e; 
each' gentlyJby the two ends for fearfoflh^^i^i^i^lk? 
Xng il^jaaiid examine it' iti a ftrpng • lights,” or by^^J* 
Pindle, and reject all'that are addle, which if left 

would
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would only fatigue the hen. By thie trial wq 

may often reduce three hatches to two ; .and ia 
that cafe the third feoaale may be liberated,^and 
jiecmitted to begin a fecond neft,*. .sA plan
ftrdngly recommended by bird-fanciers is to /re
move. 'the eggs as they, are dropt, and to fubl/^i- 
tute in theit^, ftead eggs of ivory ; fo that after' 
the laying is .oozer, the real eggs are reftoredj 
and all hatch at.the fame tinie. Commo..nly .the . 
egg is dropt at-fix or feven o'clock in.the moi^n» , 
ingj^.'and ’it is faid that if it be a fingle hour later 
the.-hii^dis lick ; .and, as the laying proceeds thus 
regularity, it is eafy to re.tm^^Ve the eggs .as faft as 
they are excluded t\ But this precaution is more 
fuit^ed^. to. the convenience of man than confonant 
tQ the ’train of Nature. When five or fix yo^r^g, 
arie hatched.at once, they exhau^. the vigour of . 
the.,mothe^r,‘ and rather damp her fpirits ; but if 
th^jy,‘appear fucce^^el^, they .repeatedly renew 
her pleafure, and infpire new courage to dif- 
charge! her duty. Intelligent perfons who have

■ ” , s'.,.,

* Whei^ the eggs of one female are fet under ano^l^^isr, they muft' ' 
be . if addle or tainted eggs be given the variegated fe-'

„malisVt^^iJy will throw them .out of the ne^; and if the neft is too 
deep to admit t^^^r b^ng tumbled out, they peck them till broken, 
which often fpoil^.ritli^ nelt, and fruftra^tes. the whole hatch. Fe
males ' of^other colours cover wind eggs when placed under them.

by Fathi^ir' ^ouot^T.
J '.f -^^he laying Is always,at.thefanie,hour, if the female is healthy ; 

bov;<;Vei:, the lalt egg mult be excepted, which is commonly feve- 
ral boiirs later, and often a day. This fait egg is ^ways fm^<^r 
'thaij the. ^'Qft and I am'told that it always gives.a coclk-bird. Xc 

' would b« curious to afc^^taih tliis fi^gular faft. , ,
’• ■ 7 -■ '’laa.!'

    
 



30 the Canary finch.
had experience in breeding thefe birds alTurd 
mei that they always fucceed bef^ when the^ do 
not emplo^y this artificial expedient.

We may af^ert that, in general, all the nice ' 
pr^ecautions, and the -refined manoeuvres recom
mended by wri^ters for training the Canaries, are 
pernicious rather than ufeful ; and that in every 
refpe(d we ought as much as poifible to copy 
Nature. In their native coum^iry they haunt 
the fides of fmall rivulets, or wet gullies * j we 
ought therefore to give them plent^y of water, 
both for drinking and bathing. As they belong 
to a.n exceediing^y mild climate, they mufi: be 
iheltered from the rigours of winter. It appears 
indeed that being long - naturalized in-Fr^a^nce, 
they can bear the cold of that couhti^j- j fo* they 

. may be kept iri a chamber without a fire, andf 
even without a glafs-window, a wire-grate to 
prevent their efcape being fu^<^i<^nt ;. feveral 
dealers in birds have- informed me that they loft 

. fewer in this way than when the rooms were 
heated by a fire."-The fame may be faid ojf their’ 
food, which is probably thci more fuijted to them 
(^lie fimpler it isf. A circumftance that requir^f^s.

' . "he
. . • ' ■ .J •** The Canary Finches imported into,I^nj^l^nd.at^e„l^j-ed in 

• or guUies formed by the torrents from- the mountainsw
flijl,. G^k. des Vooe^a^^s, ' - , ,
’ t I have ' often obferved from my own pxpei^»c^n<^<^^> and from tha^'i 
of other? who'adhered fcrupulouf.y to all th? minute duetS^ons giv^^, 
'by authors, that extreme care and attention often jcijled their • birds,. ' 
A ’regular diet of rape-feed arid millet, water ever^ day in
*- ■ and
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the raof^ attention is not to haften their firft 
hatch,; it is common to allow them to couple 
abo^it the twentieth or twenty-fifth of .March, 
but it would be better to wait till the ■ twelfth or 
fifteenth April ; for if the feafon be cold, they 
are apt to a ^ifgufl to each other ; and

' if the females happen to have eggs, they aban
don them, . at leaft'tiil the weather grows warm; 
and thus a whole, hatch is loft in attempting to 
accelerate the breeding.

The. young Canaries differ from the old ones, 
both in the colour of their plumage, and in fome. 
other circumftances. “ A young Canary of the 
fame year (obferved on the thirteenth of Decem
ber 1772*) had its head, its neck, its back, and. 
the quills of the wings bl^c:kifh, except the four 
firft quills of tho left wing;, and the f^x firft of the; 
right, which were the rump, the coverts
of. the wings, the tail, which was not entirei^^ 
formed, and: the under part qf >he. body, wer^c, 
alfo pf a whitUh colour ; and there were as yet 
qp feathers on .the belly from \hzjienmm to thef

- ' • . I . ,
suvJ once or twice a-day in groundfeJ, whi^n^it is to b«t

the month May.; chick^vveed in the time of mou][ti^g>
and ialtcad of fugar, bruited oats and T itikey and above all
great cleanlinefs, areali that I would'recommend. on the
£i^eeding ccmmuni^cated by il. Ac^^vucate at Dijon,

’JM. B. I innft here co^^^<d a fmall erj^^^jr, All the birdrcatt^^e^i^^ 
whom I have confulted tell me, that we ought to avoid giving them 
C^it^ltwced in the t'imex^irmo^l^t:n^, fork is too and would^

' f^i^o^tr^ati^ their ftate of jndifpofition. The other diref^ions qf- Ba.t-»-. 
fcau feem to me well founded. i '

* Note Qn^o^ujjji^a^i^tjd. by M. 4e Mo^tkilhard.

' « •

    
 



Canary Iinch^.
anus. The lower mandible was imprefled 
the upper, which was thick, and fomewhat in-, 
curvated.” As the bird grows up, the arrange- 
mept, and the lhades of^ colour, change j the old 
ones can be diftinguiihed from the young by^i 
their ftrength, their plumage, and their fong ; 
the tints are deeper, and more liveljy; their toes 
are rougher, and incline more on bla<^1k, if they 
are of the gray kind ; their nails are alfo thicker,

. and longer than thofe of the young ones *. 'The' 
female is often fo like the male that they cannot 
at f^rft be-diftingui/hed ; however, the ^cc^ll^urs 
are always deeper in the male, the head rather 
thicker and longer, and the temples of a yellow, 

' more inclined to oran^<2; and under the'bill 
there is a fort of yellow 'flame which defcends 
lower than in the female ; its legs are alfo 
ftronger ; ' and la^Iy, it begins to warble almof^ 

, as 'foon as it is able to feed by itfelf. It is true 
that fome females chant at that tender age 'with^- 
almoft as much ipirit as the mal^js: but, j'oining • 
all thefe marks together, we may be .able even 
before the firft month to decide which are males 
or femal(^{5; after that time there is ho more . 
uncertainty in that refp^id, for the fong of the 
males then begins to betray their fex. >

' Every hidden utterance of found is in ar^^^
mals an obvious fign of paflion j and as love is 

all the inwc^rd feelings that which the ofter^e^^c

' , * Amufeoiens Innocens, p, 6i
i^nd

    
 



THE CANARY FIN^CH^. 33*
and the moOi forcibly agitates the frame, the ar
dor is conf^antly marked by the expreffion of 
the voice. The birds by their fong, the bull by 
his lowing, the ' horfe by his neighing, the bear 
by his loud'murmur, Sfc. all announce the work
ing ’of the fame defn^e.^ The appetite ■ is muoli ' 
ca^mer.in the female than in. the male, and ac
cordingly it is but feldom expreifed by the voice; 
The chant rof* the hen Canary- is only a feeble 
tone'of tender fatisfai^ion, a coy aifent to the 
warm applications of her mate, and infpired by 
the-eloquence of his warble.; but when this paf- 
fiori idd^nce excited in her veins, it becomes ne- 
cei^ryto her^.i^^:si(^euce' ;' and if ihe be parted 
fr^om her lover, ihe fickens and dies. •*'*’ '
^it-feec^orh ihappens that the Canaries- bred' in 

aoiliiimbee-^t^<c'iudifpofed before layii^jg; forae 
malc^.i^I^ll^cxhau^r• tt:h^ir vigour,.aiid fall vittimSf 
ta.-the ardor x^fp^^^^on. ‘‘ If’the female becomes 
fick wiiile hatching,' her egg&-mufti be taken 
from her,;^dnd given-to anott^c^e; for though 
Ihe recovers foon; .ihe .would not fit on them, 
again; The firlt 'fymptom .of. bad health, efpe-' 
ciMliy in ‘the males, is fadnefs ; as foon as the^ 
lofe their natu^aIcfl■eeeeulJlees, they ought to be 
put alone in -a cage, and fet in the fun in the 
chamber where the female is lodged. If he be
comes bloated, we muft > notice if there be a 
pimple below his tail ; when .this ■ pimple isiripe 
and white, the bird itee^ie often pierces it with 
the bill ; but the fuppu)^atio»n advances too • 

VOL. IV. D ilowly,

    
 



34 the canary finch.
flow’ly, we may difcharge it with large needle, 
and then fill the wound with fpittle without fait, 
which would be' -too fmarting. Next day the 
patient fhould be let loofe in the chamber, and 
it will be eafy to perceive by his treatment of 

' the female, and the fondnefs that he ihews, 
whether he is cured or' not. In this laft cafe, 
we mufl take him again, and blow through a 
fmall quill fome white wine under his wings, 
place him in the fun, and notice next day the 
ftate of bis health. If he ftill continue dejea^- 

, ed, and indifferent to his female, his recover;y 
is now almoft defperate ; • we muf^ remove him 
into a feparate cage, and give the hen another

- male like.the one fhe has I^fftj or if fuch can
not be had, we 'muft feek one of the fame fpecies 
at leaft. A greater fondnefs fubfifts
between thofe that refemble each other, except 
in the cafe of the Pink Canaries, which prefer 
the females -of a different colour but this new 
male muft not be a novice in love, and cO^fe^- 
quently muft have already raifed a hatch. If 

, the female falls ftek,'the fame treatment may be- 
ufed. . -

The moil common caufe of diftempers is the. 
too -great plenty, or richnefs of foc^.d. When 
thefe birds make their nefts in a cage, they often • 
eat to excefs, or feledt the nutritious aliments 
intended, for. their youing; and mof^ of them 
ficken from repletion, or inflammation. If they 

. be kept in a. chamber, this danger is in a great 
mea,-i ■I •

4

    
 



' THE CANARY FINC^H^. 3$

meafure removed, their numbers preventing their 
gluttony. vA male which fits too long, is fure of- 
being beat by the other males j and the fame is 
the cafe with the females. Thefe quarrels give 
them exercife, and neceffa^-iiy produce tempe
rance J and for this reafon chiefly it is that theyr* 
feldom are ever fick in a chamber during the 
time of breeding : their infirmities and difeafes 
appear only after they have hatched ; moi^ of 
them have f^rft the pimple which I have- men- 
tion^tid,' and then they all undergo the moulting. 
Some fupport. well this metamorphofis, and flill ' 
fing a part of the day ; but moft of them lofe 
their voice, and a few^^ng^uifh and die. - After 
the females are fix or feven years old, many of 
them .die in changing their plumage ; the males ' 

•recover better from the attendant ficknefs, and 
furvive their mates three or four years. Indeed 
we muft confider moulting as the regular pro- 
cefs of Nature, rather than as'an accidental dif- 
temper ; and if thefe birds were not reduced by 
us to capt^iivity, and'^r^endered delicate by our 

. treatment, they would fuffer only a flight indif- 
pofition, and 'would, fpontaneouf^y difcover the 
proper remedies' : but at. prefent it is a grievous 
ficknefs, often fatal, and which befides admits of 
few remedies j it is however the lefs dangerous 
the earlier it happens'', fhe 'young Canaries 

“ ’ drop
* In the time.of a bit of Hjt^l, and not of iron, (^ould

be put in their water, and changed thrice a-week. No other re
' ' 0 2 • ’ niedi^es
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drop their feathers the firft year fix weeks after 
they are hatched ; they become . Idw-fplrited, 
appear bioated, and '^(Onceal the head in their 
ptum'a![^ee: at this time the down only fall^; but 
the following year they lofe' the quills, even- 
thofe of the wings, and of the tail. The young 
birds of the later hatches • which happen in Sep
tember or after, fuller much more from the 
moulting, than thofe which are excludcid!' in the 
fpring J m that delicate condition the cold is ■ 
extremely pernicious, and they would all periili 
if not kept where it is temperate, or even pretty 
warm. As long as the moulting lafts, that is * 
fix weeks or two months. Nature labours at the 
produdion of new feath^i^is; and the- organic 
molecules, which were before diredted to the 
frfpply of the feminal liquor, are now abforbed 
in this growth ; and hened the exuberance of 
life being diverted into different channels; theif 
ardor ceafes, and the bufmefs of propagation is 
for the time fufpgpded.

The mof^ fatal and ^the mof^ common di^em- 
per, efpeci^^ly • in young Canaries, is what is 
called the /wallow}. (avalure j, in which the 
bowels feem to befwaiUc^weiee^^ and, drawn to the 
extremity of their body \ the inteftines are pe^-

. • » medies are needed, thougl» Hcrvieux reckons fevcral ; only during' 
this critical period, a rather larger portion o^ hemp-feed fhiouW be 
mixed with their ufual food. A'o.'e by Father B o u o o t,.

• Obferve that f;eel is recommended infltead of iron, only left the 
. iron-fhould be rally, in which cafe it would be more pernicious than , 

ufeful.
' ceived

• V
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ceived through the Ikin of the belly in the ffattj'*. 
of inflammation, rednefs, and dii^ention j 
feathers on that part drop,, the bird pines, giyes * 
over eating, though always fitting befide thV"' 

' food, and dies in a few days. The fource of the 
difeafe is the exceffive abundance or richnefs of 
the aliments. All remedies are vain ; and the 
change of regimen is the only thing which can 
recover a few out of a great number. The bird 

.is put into a feparate cage, and given water and 
lettuce feeidjsj thus'the heat that confumes it is 
tempered, and evacuations are fometimes per
formed which fave its life. This dil^emper alfo 
is the fruit of their artificial education, for it fel- 
dom attacks thofe which are trained by their pa
rents ; we ought therefore to take the greateft 
care • not to overfeed them with the ftick; boiled 
rape-feed, and fome chickweed, are proper, but 
no fugar or bifcc^it; and in general we iliould 
give them too little rather than too much. ’ .

When the Canary utters a frequent feeble' 
cry, which f^t^ms to come from the bottom of 
its breaft, it. is faid to be atthm^attt:; it is alfo 
fubje£t to a certain obfirudtion of voice, efpe- 
cially after moulting. This fort of ailhma is 
cured by giving it the feeds of plantain, and hard 
bifcuit foaked in white wine ; and to rcftore its 
voice it ought to have generous food, fuch as 
yolks of eggs beat up with crumbs of bret^t^.; 
and for drink, liquoric^^water, that is water' in 
which that root has been ileeped and boiled.' 
' D 3, The
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The Canaries are alfo fubje£^ to a fort of 
- fhanker on the bill. This difprder is owing to 
the fame caufe with the /wallow,, the abundance 
or riclinefs of food producing an inflammation, 
which, inftcad of af^efting the inteftines, fome- 
times extends to the throat or palate ; the fame 
cooling remedies mui^ be applied ; they ihould 
be given lettuce-feeds, and bruifed melon-feeds 
mixed with their drink.

The mites and the fcab with which thefe 
fmall birds are fometimes affedted are ge'nerally 
owing to the dirtinefs with which they are kept. 
Care mui^ “be taken' to preferve them clean, to 
give them water to bathe in, to avoid putting old . 
or bad wmod in their 'cages, and to cover them 

-only with new cloth that is not rr^(^th-eaten ; 
and the feeds and herbs with which they are 
to be fed ihould be fanned and 'waihed. We 
muft pay this attention, if we would wifh them 
to be neat and healthy. In the ilate of na-' 
ture they would themfelves preferve cleanlinefs j 
but imprifoned, they are fubjedt to the loathfome 
diforders incident to -that ilate ; however, ma:n^^ 
of thefe birds, though reduced ' to the melan
choly condition cap^iLvity, are never fick, and
in thefe habit feems to have become a „ fecond 
nature. In general, the fource of their difeafes ' 
is the'heat of their con^itution. They always 
need water ; and if a plate with fnow be placed 
in the cage, or even in the volery, they will 'roll 
in it feveral times with e-^j^reiTions, of^ pleafure, 

though
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though in the coldeft weather. • This proves that 
it is rather pernicious than ufeful to keep them 
in very hot places*. -

But there is another diftesnper to which the 
Canaries and many other birds are fubje£t es
pecially in the l^ate of confinement : this is the 
epilepfy. The yellow Canaries in particular are 
oftener than the others feized with the falling 
ficknefs, which attacks them fuddenly, and even 
furprifes them in the midft of their mof^ im- 
paiTii^ned warble. It is faid that they mu 1^ not 
be touched thfe moment they fall, but muf^ be 

■ watched till they difcharge a drop ofblood from 
the bill, and th?t they may be then lifted up, 
and will recover themfelves, and in a lliort time 
refume their fenfes^and their life i that it is ne^ • 
ceffairy to wait till Nature makes that falutary 
effort which is announced by the expreilion of 
the drop of blood, and that if, handled prema
turely, the I'vidlence of agitation would bring on 
inftant death. It is to be wiihed that this ob- 
fervation were afcertained, fome circumfta'nces 
in which appear to me rather doubtful. Certain

' it is, that if they efcape the firft attack of this '

* Thefe birds require not to be kept in a warm place, as many 
preten^^; in the molt Intenfe colds they welter in fnow, when prefent-. 
ed them bn a plate. For my own part, I have 'them in a chamber 
in winter with only an iron-grating, and th? windows open ;• the^ 
ling ad^drably, and I never lofe any. conm^iu^io^t^el by
Bougot. ‘
' t The Jays, the Gold^ches,, all the Parrots, and' the largeft 

Aras, • .

I .

D 4 epllepfy,
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40 THE. CANARY FINCH, 
cpilep^y, they live , a long time after, and fome- 
times attain the fame age with thofe which have 
never been aifeded by that diftemper. How
ever, I am inclined to think, that a fmall inci- 
fion in the toes would be beneficial, for in that 
way Parrots are cured of the epilepfy.

What miferies in the train of flavery ! Wc^uld, 
thefe birds, if they enjoyed their native free
dom, be ailhmatic, fcabb^,and epileptical ? Would 
they ‘be aJfiUnSted by inflammahons, abfceifes, and 
ihankers ? and the moft‘ melancho^ly of diforders,. 
what is produced by the craving of unfatisfied 
luft, is it not common to ail beings reduced to 
capt:ivity ? In particular, the females, whofe 
feelings are fo nice and fo. tender, are more fub- 
jedt to it than the males. It has been obferved, 
that after the hen Canary falls fick in the fpring 
before pairing, ihe ihrinks, languiihes, and dies. 
The amorous paffion is awakened by the finging 
of the males around her, while ihe has at the 
fame time no oppo:^’tunity of gratification. The 
ma'l(^’s, though they firft feel libidinous defires, 
and always appear more ardent, fupport better 
the languor of celib^t^^yj- tliey feldom die of 
continence, but they are often killed by ex- 
ceffivrfe venery. ' -

, The hen Canaries can, like the females other 
birds, lay eggs without commerce.with the male. 
The egg in itfel^ is, ‘ as we have elfewhere ob
ferved, only a matrix which the bird excludes, 
pnd will reiTi^in unprolific, if not impregnated 

. j Q with
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with the feed of the male ; and the heat of in
cubation, inftead of quickening it, only haftens 
its putrefaction. It has alfo been remarked that 
if the females be entirely feparated from the 
males, fo as not to fee and hear them, they very 
feldom l^^j and that they oftepeft drop their 
eggs, when melted by the view or the fong of the 
males : fo much do even diftant objeCts aCt upon 
feeling animals, and fo man;y are the ways 
in which the fubtile flame of love i^ commu-

• nicated *!
I cannot better clofe this article, than by an 

abftraCt of a Letter of the honourable Daines 
Barrington, Vi^ce Prefident of the Royal Society, 
to Dr. Maty the Secretary.

“ Molt people who keep Canary birds do 
not know that they fing chiefly either the 

“ Titlark or Nightingale notes f. '
“ Nothing,

* We fhiall here mention two faSs to which we w<^re witnefs.
A female fung fo well, that Ihe was taken for a male, and paired 

" "with another fem^l(5; the overfight being afterwards difco^i^ireiJ, 
a male was given to her, who taught her the proper fundtions of 
her fex j Ihe took to laying and renounced her foi^^. The other 
fa^ is that of a fe^^le, alive at prefent, that chants or rather 
whirtles a tune, though Ihe has laid two eggs in her c^ge, V^hich 
are found to be addle, as all thofe are which hens lay without the 
commerce of a cock. •

f I once faw two or three birds which came from the Cana^ 
Iflands, neither of which had any fo'ng at all; h.>d I have been 
informed, that a Ihip brought a great many of them not long 
fince, which fung as little. > .
' Moft of the Canary birds which are imported from Tyr^ol, have 

been educated by parents, the progenitor of which was inftrudled
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42 THE CANARY FIN^H.

“ Nothing, however, can be more marked than 
“ the note of a Nightingale called its which 
“ moft .Canary birds brought from Tyr^ol com

monly have, as well as feveral Nightingale 
or particular paflages in the fong 

that Brd. *
“ I mention the fuperior knowledge in the 
inhabitants of the capital, becaufe 1 am con
vinced that, if others are confulted in rela
tion to the fingin^ of .birds, they will miflead, 
inftead of giving any material or ufeful in
formation.”

by a Nightinj^i^le; our Engllifli Canary birds hare commonly more 
of the Titlark notes.

The traffic in.^hefe birds makes a final! article of comm^i^i^ie, 
as four Ty^i^oleze generally bring over to England 1600 every 
year; and though they carry them on their backs one thoufand 
miles, ajs well as pay twenty pounds duty for fuch a numb^e-, yet 
upon the. whole it anfwers to fell thefe birds at five (hillings a
piece.

The c^^ef place for . breeding Canary birds is Infpruck and its 
environs, from whence they are font to Conftantinoplc, as well as 
every part of Europe. Phil. Tr^anf. vol. part 2. 10 Ja^*
nuary 1773. ... .
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FOREIGN BIRDS,
, I

THAT ARE RELATED TO. TliE CANARIES.

MpHE foreign birds which may be referred to 
**• the Canary, are few in number ; we are 

acquainted with only three fpecies. The firjft is 
that which was fent to us from the eaftern coal^ 
^f Afr^ica, under the name of the Mozambique 

which feems to be a Ilrade between the 
Canaries and the Siilcins. . It is delineated 
Fl. En^. N364, Fig. K and 2, Yellow is the 
prevailing colour of the lower part of the body, 
and brown that of the upper, except the rumjp, 
and- th^'coverts of the tail, wh^ich are yellow: 
thefe coverts, as well as thofe of the wings and 
their quills, are edged with white or whitiih. 
The fame yellow and brown occur on the head, 
diftributed in alternate ba^rs; that which ftretches 
over the top, of the head is brown, next twc^.- 
yellow ones over the eyes, then two brown ones 
which rife behind the eyes, after thefe twm 'yel
low ones, and lafc of all two brown ones, wh^ch, 
extend from the co-mers of the bill. This bird • 
is rather fmaller than -thofe frOm the Canary 
Iflani^hs; its length from the. tip of the bill to 
the end of the tail is about four inches and a 
half, that of the tail is only about an inch. '‘The 

. female
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female differs very little. from the male, either 
m fize or in colour. This bird is perhaps the 
fame with that of Madagafcar, mentioned by 
Flaccourt under the name of Mangoiche^ which 
he fays is a fpecies of Canary.

It is likely that this bird, which in its plumage 
refembles much our variegated Canaries, was 
their progenitor ; and that the entire fpecies be
longs only to the ancient continent, and to the. 

' Canary l’l^ands, which may be confidered as ad- 
j^^cent to the mainland : for the one mentioned 
by Briffon under the name of the J^amaica Ca- 
na^r'y.^ and of which Sloane and Ray have given 
a ihort defcription appears ' to me to be widely
different from our Canaries, which are not found 
at all in Ameri^ca. Hiil^or^ians and travellers in
form us, that none were originally in Peru, and 
that the firft Canary was intr^oduced there in 
1556, and that the fpreading of thefe birds in

• “ Bird like the Serin, variegated with cinereous, dilute, yellow, 
and duflcy colo^i^:^.” Its extreme length is eight inches, its alar ex
tent is twelve inches, the bi^l and llrong, three-fourths of an

. inch long (or one-third accordhyg to Ray), the tail one inch, the leg 
and foot one inch and on^-fourth. .(Briflbn fufpe<Ets that Sloane 
is miftakcnrin his meafures., for the proportions are not coniTiilt^r^ttJ 
The upper mandible brown bordejring on blue, the lower li^httl 
coloured ; the head arid the tK^^iat gray ; the upper part o^ the 
body of a.J^e;llow-bnowt, the wings and the tail of a deep brown, 
r^^diated '^vith white, the breaft and belly yellow, the under part 
of the tail white, the feet bluilh, the nails brown, hooked, and 
very ihort. StOANii’s J^^maic^. ■

• It is the Fringilla Cana of Li^r^naeus) and Gray-headed Finch of 
Lat^ham : Its fp^ciific « It is dui^y yellow above, below

yellow, its head and throat gray, its vent ^^ite, its wings and 
tail dul^;y, wjth white lines.”

America,
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A^raerica, and efpeciially in the Antilles, was 
long pofterior to, that date. Father du Tertre 
relates that du Parquet, in 1657, bought of a' 
merchant who touched at thefe iflands, a great 
number of real Canaries, which he fet at liberty ; ' 
fince which time they were heard warbling' , 
about his hoUfe ; fo that it is probable that they 
have multiplied in that country. If true Canaries 
be found in Jamaica, they may have been de- 
fcended from thofe tranfported to the Antilles, '' 
and naturalized there in the year 1657. How- 
jC^cr, the bird defcribed by Sloai^c^,.Ray, and 
Briflbn, by the appellation of J^amatca Canar^y^ 
appears to differ too much from the natives of the 
Fortunate iflands, to be fuppofed to have origi
nated from thofe tran^lp'lanted into the.Antilles.

While this article was at the prefs, we re
ceived feveral Canaries from the-Cape of Good 
Hope, among which I have perceived three 
males, one female, and a young one of the fame 
year. Thefe males are very like the ' Gt^een Canairy 
of Provence ; they differ in being fomewhat 
larger, and their bills being proportionally thick
er : their wings are alfo 'better variegated, the 
quills of the tail edged with a diffindt yellow, 
and they have rio yellow on the rump.

; ■ In the- young Canai'y, the_ colours were
ftill fainter and lefs marked than in the 
female. .

But whatever fmall differences exiff, I am 
ilill 'the more confirmed that the variegated 

Canaries 
f
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Canaries of the Cape of Mozambique *, of 
■J’roorence, and of Italy, are all derived from the 
fame common' fource, and that they belong to 

^one fpecies, which is fpread, and fettled- in all 
the climates of the ancient continent fuited to itts • 
conilitution, from Provence and Italy to the 

. Cape of Good Hope, and the adjacent - iflands. 
Only this bird has aiTurned more of the green 
tint in Provence, more of the gray in Italy, 

-more of the brown or variegated colour at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and feems by the variety 
of its plurqage to point at the influence of a dif
ferent climate. .

• It appears that the Mozambique Canary is not confined ex- 
.clufively to that region. I have found among the drawings of 
Commerfop a coloured fgure of this bitd vcr^'di^inf^ly marked. 
Commerfon calls it the'Cape Canary, and informs us that it had been 
carried to the Ifle of France, where it was naturallized, and even 
greatly -n^i^Ilipl^ed, and was known there by the name of the Bird 
cf the Cape. We may expeft to find in the fame manner at Mo
zambique, and in fome other countries of Africa, the variegated 
Canaries of the Cape', perhaps even thofe from the Fortunate 
IU.'^i^<13', and probably many other varieties of this fpecies.

The WORA^^^^. ..
. . ' . I

The fecond fpecies which appears to us to*" 
be - the neared related to the Canaries, is a 
fmall Abyflinian bird f, of i^ltich we have fee^i^- 

.■ ' .
' f This is the Fringtlla AbyJJtt^iica of -Gme^^n, and the Black- 
'llared Finch of Latham. Specific d^ai^^er le-« It is * black, -yel^ 

■ low above, its cdlar black, its vent yello^^”
the

    
 



related to the C A N K. 112 S. 47 ,

the figure excellently delineated and coloured by 
Mr. Bruce, under the appellation of the Wora- 
bee of A^b)':finia.

This fmall bird prefents not only the colours , 
of certain varieties of the Canary, the 'yellows, 
and the black, but it has the fame bulk ne^irl)y; 
and except its being ^^ather rounder, the fame 
lhape. Its bill is alfo fimilar, and it prefers 
an oily feed as the Canary, does millet and 
panic. But the Wa^r^a^bee has an exclufive pre- 
diledlion for a plant that bears the oily feed- 
which I have mentioned, and which is called 
Nuk* in the Abys^nian language; it never , 
wanders far from that plant, and feldom lofes 
fight of it.

In the War^abee, the fides of the head, as far 
as below the eyes, the throat, the fore-part of ' 
the neck, the breaft, and the top of the belly to 
the legs, are black ; the upper-p^rt of the head 

• and all the body and the lower belly, are yellc^w^^ 
except a kind of black collar, which encircles 
the neck behind, and is fet off by the yellow. 
The .coverts and the quills of the wings are 
black, edged with a lighter colour ; the feathers 
of the tail are alfo black, but with a greenifh 
yellow boi^r^t^e; the bill likewife is black, and 
the legs of a light brown. This bird keeps in

• The flower of this plant Is yellow, and of the lhape of a cref- 
Vet^t; the ftallc rifes only two or three inches. From the feed 
an oil is extradlcd, which is much ufed by the monks, of that- 
counti^ry. , . •

' flocks,
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flocks, but we know nothing more in regard to- 
its mode of life.

The ULTRA-^^RN^^.

L Oul^i^e-MIeir, • BufF.

The third fpecies alfo of thefe Foreign Birds, 
which are related to the ' Canary, is known to 
us from _ the drawings of Mr, Bruce. I call 

. this Abyffinian bird the' Uh^tra-MLc^trin^ becaufe 
its plurhage is of a fine deep blije. In the firft 
year this beautiful colour does not exift, and the 
plumage is gray as that of the Sky-lark, and this 
gray always continues in the female, but the 
males aifume the charming blue the fecond year, 
before the vernal equinox. '

Thefe birds have a white bill and red legs. 
■ They are common in AbjffG^nia, and never 

change their habitation. They are nearly of 
the bulk of the Canaries, hut their head is round; 
their ' wings extend beyond the middle of the 
tail. Their- warble is very pleafant, and t^li|s 
circumftance feems the more to point out their 
relation to our Canaries.

• The Fringilla of Gmelin, and the Uhra^fM.
Finch of Latliam. Specific charafter It is cerulean, its bill
“ whiite, its legs red.” '

The
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The HABESH of SYRl^^A*.
«

M
r. Bruce fuppofes this bird to be a fpecies 
of Linnet, and I ought to pay deference 

to the opini(^n.^:f fo good an obfeirver ; but thdt 
gentleman having figured it with a thick fliort 
bill, very like that of the 'Canaries, I have ven
tured to place it between the Canaries and 
Lir^nets. , '

The upper-part of its head is of a fine bright 
red J the cheeks, the throat, and-the upper-part 
of the neck are 'a mottled blackiih brown ; the 
reft of the neck, the breaft, the upper-part 
of the body, and the fmall coverts of the wings, 
variegated with brown, yellow, and blac^l^iiii; 
the great coverts of the wings of a deep afh, 
edged with a lighter ; the quills of the
tail and the great quills of the wings alfo cine
reous, bordered on the outfide with a bright 
oranj^<2; the be^^^y and, the under-part of the 
tall, dirty white, with obfcure yellowiih and 
blackiih fpo^iJ; • the bill and legs of a leaden 
colour. Th^ Sdngs reach as far as- the middle 
of the tall, which is forked. ,

* The Ffjngil/a Syri^ca oi: Gmelin, and the ^ripOUne Finch of 
La^tham. • ,

VOL. • IV. The£
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It is

, _ t .
The Habe^ihi' is thicker than our Linnet ; its 

bod^y is alfo fuller, aud k lings prettily. ' 
a bird of p^afiage ; but Mr. Eraee cannot ' trace •• 
its route, and he aflbres me, that in the courfe 
of his travels he T^t^VG'r faw it except at Tiipoli 
in Syira. , '

I
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The LINNET.
La BuiF.

A T u R E herfel^if feetns to have affigned thefe _ 
birds a place next after the Canaries ; for 

their rnutual conamerce fucceeds better than the 
intercourfe of either with any ’ other contiguous 
fpecies ; and what points out the clofenefs of 
this relation, the progeny is prolific *, efpec^ialJ^^y 
when a male Linnet is j^^ned with a female 
Canary. '

Few birds are fo common as the Linnet, but 
ftill.-fewer perhaps unite fo many amiable quali
ties : a pleafant warble, a rich plumage, docility 
difpofition, fufcept‘ib’d:it;y of attachment ; pof- 
feffing whatever, in ihort, could invite the 
attention of man, and contribute to his delight. 
-I^r^i^t^.wed, with fuoh .talents, .it could not long 
prefer-ve. its freedom ; and ftill lefs, vyhen nurfed 
in th^ ’boiTom'oJF ilayery, could it retain un-

■ * This oLfet^.vation was communicated by Daubehton the 
younger. Frlfch alTures us, that pairing a Vine Linnet (Redpol<e) 

- with a ,white hen Cariht^jy, that was in the habit of comin-g abroad 
.evei^j^;day and returning to its rooft, it made its neft and laid its 

. in a neiiglh^c^^ing bufi, and when the young were hatched,
it brought them to the window of the houfe.’ • He addsi^ that this 
crofs-breed fad the whole plumage of the n^othe^, and the red 
fpots of’the father, efpe^^^ally on the head, ' '

' " U 2 fiillied
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fullied the beauties of its original purity, -In 
fadl^ the charming red colour with, 'which Na
ture has painted' its head and breaft, and which 
in the ftate of liberty fparkles with durable 
luftre, wears off by degrees, and foon difa]^^ 
pears entirely in' our cages an'd voleries. There 
remain only a few obfcure veftiges after the firft 
moultiinng*.

With regard to the change effefled in its fong, 
we fubftitute for the free and varied modulations 
which fpring and love infpire, the ftrained notes 
of a harih mufic, which they repeat but iinpe:^- 
fe£;ly,' and which has neither the beauties of 
'art nor the charms of nature. Some 'have alfo 

• fucceeded in teaching it to fpeak different lan
guages, that is to whiftle fome Italian, French, 
and Engliih words, &c. and fometimes even 
to pronounce thefe with confiderable fluency. 
Many perfons have from curioi^ty gone from 
London to K^enfington merely to hear an apo- 
thecairy’s Linnet, which arti^culated the words 
pretty hoy. The fa£: is, it had been taken out of 
the neft when only two or three days old, before 
it had time to acquire the parent fong; and juft 
beginning to liften with attention, it'wa’s ftruck 
with the found oipirretty hoy^^ and learned it from

’ * The Ted of the head changes into a varied with
blackiih, and that o^ the breaft paffes into nearly the fame colohr ; 
Fut the new flhades are not fo deep. An amateur told me, that he 
has raifed fome of thefe Li^nnefs which preferved 4he red : this 
faft ftiinds fmgle. . ’

- imitation.
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imitation *. This faO:, together with man;y 
others, appears to meto.eftablifti the opinion of the 
Honoui^able Daines Barringtop, that birds have 
no innate fonjg; and that the warble peculiar to » 
the different fpecies, and its var^ieties, have neai^^^^y 
the fame origin with the languages and” the 
dialedts of ^^^arious nations f^.. Mr. Barr'ing^t^c^n.
tells us, that in experiments of this kind he pre
ferred a young cock Linnet of three weeks be^

* '
• A goldi^nch which was taken from the neft two pr three; days 

after hatching, and fet in a window that looked into a garden where ' 
the wrens reforted, caught their fo^jg, and had ndt a fingle note of 
its own fpecies. .

A fparrow was taken from the neft when it was fledged, and 
educated under a Linnt^t; but hearing by accident a goldfinch, its 
fong was a mixture of thar of the Linnet and the goldfinch.

A rebin was fet under a very fine nightingale, which began to 
be out of foi^jg, and in a fort^^ght was perfeAtly mnt^; the 
robin had three-parts in four of the nightingale’s warble, the reft 
being a ■ confhfed jumble.

' Laf^ly, Mr. Barrington adds,' ' that the Canaries imported from 
Tyrol feem to have been educated by parents the progenitor of 
which was infltr^^ed by a nightingale ; while th^ Canaries bred 
in England appear to have derived their fong from the tit-lark. 
Pl^ilojojih. TranfaHi. lo, f'773.

If we breed a young Linnet with^' a chaffinph, or n'ightingai^t^» 
,fays Gefn^ir, it will acquire their fong ; and particularly that part 
of the chaf^nch’s fong that is called the aletruAtjiund. Rttfa^ERZU, 

\.^-S9»- *’ ‘ ‘
t T^he lofs of the parent-cock at the critical time for inf^iru^i^<^ia 

bccafions undoubtedly the varieties in the fon'g of each fp^i^ie's; 
becaufe then the nefl:ling has either attended to the foi^j^'o^ fome' 
other birds, or perhaps invented fo^c'hotes of its own, which are 
perpetuated from general^ion tb generation, tiilji^imlar accidents pro
duce other alterations. The truth is, that fcarcely any two birds 
of the fame fpecies have exaPly t^ fame notes/ if they are accu- 
ratel^' attended to, though ti^^re ■ is a general refcm^ll^i^c^^,, Bar- 

MNGTOX, Phiiif. TrArf. 1773*
’ ' E 3 . ginning

1
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ginning' to fly, not only on account of it$ 
' •gfeat faciiity and tajent for imitation, but be- 

Caufe in that fpecies it is eafier to difliiiguifh the 
' fex; fdme 6f the outer*quills of the wings in the 

male having the outer-edge white as far as the 
Jhafti while in the female thefe are only bor
dered with that colour.

It follows from the experiments of ihis learn
ed gentleman, that the young Linnets educated 
by the different kinds of .larks, and even by an 
’Al^^i^can Linnet, called Vengolina^ of which we 
ihall afterwards treat, acquired not J^the fong of 
their parent, but that of their inftru<dor. Onl^T 

*a few retained the call of its fpecies, or -the'Lin
nets (^T^ucli^^ which they had heard of .their pa
rents before they were parted. '

It is extremely doubtful whether our Com
' mon Linnet, called by fome the Gr-ay Lin^niety Is 

different from that termed '■he Viite Li^n^reet or 
the Red Lini^ist: for, i. /The red fpots Which 
diftingqifh the males in the Red Lintiet are' far 
from being conft'ant, (ince, as we have . already 
obferVed, they become obliterated in confine
ment*. 2. They are not a diferiminating cha—

ra<a:er,
* Qf four cock Li^nnets, which were confe/quenftly fed, brought 

to me on the twelfth of July, I expofed one to the open air, and 
fet three in a chamber, two of y^lhich were Ihut up, in the fame cage. 
The red on the head of the latter.began to difappear by the twti^tjy-. 
eig^hi^h of Auguft, and alfo that on the lower part of the brea^. On 
the eighth of September <nc: , of the two was found dead ; its head 
was entirely divefted of.feathers, and even flightly woun^^ed. I dif- 

V covered that the Wte bad fought the other after the^moultinng, as if 
' ’ ■ their

«>
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rafter, as traces of them ar^ to be found in the 
bird defcribed to be the male of the Gray Lin- , 
net, where the feathers on the breal^ are of a 
dull red in their middle. 3, The moulting tar- 
nii^^ie^s,' and for a time almoft difcharges this red, 
which recovers not its luftre till the fine 
ther, but from the end of September colours the 
middle of the feathers on the b'reafl, as irl that 
reckoned by Briflbri a. common cock Linnet- 
4- Gefner at Turin, Olina at Rome, Linr^ccus at 
Stockholm*, and Belon in France, have knoyvrr 
in their refpefi^^^v^c^. countries only the Red Lin- . 
nets- 5- Bird-catchers, who have in France 
followed that profefiion more than thirty y^eai^f^ 
have never found, a fingle cock Linnet which 
had not the red iliade correfponding to the fea-- 
fon ; and at the fame time we fee many^. Gray 
Lionets in the cage-' 6- Even thofe who admit

their acquaintance was diflolved by the difguife of plumage. The 
ired of the head of the Vanquifhed Lioqet no longer exifted, for all 
the feathers had dropped, and that of the bread was more than haff

’ • I •
The third which was ^^ut up was very late in and

^etidned its red till that. time. The one that was kept in the open 
air made its efcape at the end of three months j but it had already 
loft all its red.—It follows from this experiment, that either.the 
open air haftens the difappearance of the red, by ad.varicjng-.the 
•^t^l^ll'mJJ; or that tlie want of frelh air has a faialler iharc in tile 
change of plu^^ge int^l^efe birds than the .loffs of 'liberty.
. * No mention is made of the Gray Li^tnet in the' Fauna SueeCca'. 
Klein fpeaks of one Zarn, author of a letter on the birds of Ger
many, where he endeavours to prove that there is only'one .facies ■ 
of Linnet. I have heard .the fame afTertion of many Olrd^<^at<^l^^l^:?* 
'vho had never feen the letter ; and Hcbei't, who is certainly a fit 
judge of the matter, is of the fame opinion.

J 4 the
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the exlftence of Qray Linnets in the ftate ©f 
. nature agree, that they'are fca^(^(^Iy ever caught, 

particularly in fummer, which they attribute to' 
their ihy difpofition. 7. Add to all thefe, that 
the Red and Gray Linnets' are very rimilar in 
the r^fi- of their plumage, in their fize, in the 
proportions aAd ihape of their parts, iii their 
fong, and in their ' habits. And it will l>e eafy 
to infer, that if Gray L^n^nets feally do- exift, 
they are either, i. ijll females ; or, 2. all young 
cnales of the year’s hatch before Odober, for at 
that time they begin to be marked ; 3. fuch as 
being bred apart from the mothers cannqt af- 
fume' red in the ftate of ca^^i’vity ; 4. thofe 
which being caught lofe their tint in the cage • 
or, lafltly, thofe in which this beautiful colour is 
effaced by moulting, difeafe, or fome other caufe.

* The reader will not then be furprifed that I 
refer thefe two Linneia to the fame identical 
fpecies v and coi^fiid^^ the gray fort as only an 
accidental variety, partly efife<fl:ed by educatidh, 
and afterwards miftaken by authors.

' The Linnet often builds its neft in vineyards, 
and hence it has been caJ^'le^*' the
Sometimes it places its nefl: on the ground j at 
otheif times 'it fixei^-'it between two props,^' or

* «
* We muft dbferve that thofe birds which have had the red 

fpotSj, but loft themi ^ill retain on the fame p<arts a rufous cclour^^ 
approaching to red ; which never appears in the young that have 
becn.bred without the mothers, and that confeqi^i^fty have never 
been ma^'ked with red.

even
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even’ll! the vine itfelf; it breeds'iHO^^ in'ju
niper, goofeb^^i^iry, and hazel-nut trees, in youngs’ 
copfes, A great number of thefe neils have 
been bj-<^ught to me in the month of May, a few' 
in July, and only one in September : they were 
all compofed of flendec-roots, fmall leaves, and 
mofs on the outfide, -and dini^d’with feathersj 
hairs, and a great deal of w'ool. I never found 
more tlian ■ fix eggs ; that of >the fourth of Sef>» 
tember had only three; they were .of, a dirty 
white, fpotted with brown red. at the large end*

■ The Linnets have feldom more than twt^TiatcheSj 
except their eggs be robbed, which obliges then’! 
to renew their labours ; and in this way they 
may be made to lay four times in the year. The 
mother feeds the young by difgorging into their 
bill what had been prepared and half-digeiled in 
her craw.

After the hatching is over, and the family 
rai^fed, the Linnets go in numerous flocks, which 

formed about, the end of Auguft, ’when the 
hemp is arrived at mat^^irijr; and at this time 
fix4y have been caught in one drawing of the 
net*, and out of thefe''ivere forty males. They 
continue to^ live thus in fociety during the w'l^^le 
winter ; they fly very crowded, alight and rife 
together,, perch on the fame trees, and about the

'' The lark-net may be ufeid, but it ought to be rather fin^Uec 
and deafer. One or two cock Linnets flliould be had for c.-lls. 
Chaffinches., and ■ other fmtll birds, are often caught with the Lin
nets. ■ .

> begin-
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beginning of ipring they all chant at once ; 
they lodge during the night in oaks, and elrns, 
whole leaves, though dry, have not yet fallen j 
theyr are feen too on the linden-ti^ees and pop
lars, and feed upon the buds ; they live alfo 

■ upon all kinds pf fmall feeds, particularity thofe 
of thiftles, &c. and hence they haunt indifcrimi- 
nately uncultivated lands, and ploughed fields. 
Their walk'is a fort of hopping ; but their flight 

. is continued and uniform, and not like that of 
the fparrow, compofed qf a fucceifion pf jerks.

The fong of the Linnet is announced by a fort 
of prelude. In Italy the Linnets of Abruzzo 

»and of the Marche of Ancona are preferred, it is 
generally fuppofed in France that the warble, of 

.• the Red Linnet is fuperior to that of the Gray, 
This is confonant to reafon ; for a bird which 
has formed ift fong in the bofom of liberty, .and 
from the impulfe of its inward feelings, muil 
have more affe€^ing and expreifive airs, than one 
that has rio obj(^<d but only to.cheer its languor^,, 
or to give the nece^^i^ty.exercife to its vocal or
gans.

The^, females are naturally .deflitute of fong, 
nox can they ever acquire it.. The adult males 
^^i^^ught in the net profit as little inftrudion ;
and the young males taken out of the neft are 
alone Tu;^:eptible of education. They fed 

.with oatmeal-gruel, and rape-feed ground with 
milk or fugared^water ; a,nd. in the evening they 
are whiftled to in the weak light of a • candle, 

7 ‘ . care
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care beiing. taken to articulate diftind^ly tlie 
wor^ds which they are wanted to repeat., - Some
times, to begin them, they are held on the fin
ger before a mirror, in which they view their 
image, and believe they fee another bird of their 
own fpecies ; they foon fancy that they hear the 
notes, of a'companion, and this illuiion produces 
a fort of emulation which animates their fongs, 
and quickens their progr^efs. It is fuppofed that 
they fing more in a finali cage than in a large 
one.

The very name of thefe birds points out their 
proper food. They are called Linnets (Linarics) 
becaufe they prefer lint-feed ; to this are added ' 
the feeds; of panic; of rape, of hemp, of millet, of 
Canary-gi-afs, of raddifli, of cabbage, of pc^ppy^*, ■ 
of plantain, of beet, and fometimes thofe ' 
melon bruifed. From time to time they have 
fweet cake, prickly-forrel, * chickweed, fome^- 
ears of wheat, oats pounded, and even a little 
■alt ; but all thefe muf^ be prope^-ly varied. 
They break the fmall grains in their bill, and 
rejedt ‘the ihell ; they ought to have very little 
hemp-feed, for it fattens them to*o much j and 
this exceffive fat oCcj^fions thej^r,. death, or at lead: 
V^enders them unfit for fingin^., In thus feeding 
and f^aifmg - diem one’s felf, we.ihall not only 
teach them what airs we chufe with g Can^^l^l^- 
whiftlle;- a flageolet, &c. but' we ihall tame them..

•' Gernt^ffays that if popp^y-feeds alone be given 'for foi^d’eitlier 
to Li^nnets or Goldfinches, they will become blind. ' ,

' Olina
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Olina advifes to ihelter -litem from cold^ and 
even to.employ remedies for their ; that
we ought for inftance to put in their cage little 
bits of plafter to prevent cofliv^e^r^^efs,- to which 
they are fubje^dl: : 'he diredtf oxyrael, fuccory, 
&c’ in cafes of ailhma, phthific*, and Ce^tair^• 
convulfions, . or beatings with the billl' This laft;,^ 
however, I fliould fuppofe, is only a kind of cS- 
refiing ; the little animal, overcome by in
ward workings, makes the moil violent efforts 
to communicate its' fentiments. At any rate 
w’e mul^ attend much to the choice and quality 
of the grain that is given if, and obferve j^ireat 

. deanlinefs in its food, drink, and volefy ; when . 
'fuch care is taken, the bird may live in confine
ment five or fix years,‘a^cordirg to Olina; and 
Ifeuch longer according to others f. They dif- 
tinguiih Ihofe who are-kind to them, become 
fond of them, alight on them out of pi-eference, 
and behold them with an af^sdiionate air. If 
we would abufe their docility, we might even 
make them draw wat^r; for they acquire- 
habits as rei^t^ii^y as the Siikin and Gol^^n^h^,^' 
They begin' to moult about the dog-days, and 
fometimes much latter: a Linnet and’a Siikin 
have been known not to drop their feathers be-i

* The captive Linnets are alfo to the epile^jj.fj^, anpl the
boil. Some Tiy that they can fcarcely ever- be cured oF this 
boil; others direfl to pundure it and pour \^iiie into-
thew^ound. , ' *

■ t •TJ'.ere is one at Montbelllard that is certainly known to be 
feventeen years old, ' '

' fore
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fore October ; they had fung till that time, and 
theiT mufic was fuperior to that of an;yo^tber bird 
in the fame volei^ry; and thejr moUlt, though late 
in the feafon, was expeditious and eafy. '

The Linnet is a . pulverulent bird, and it w^ot^Id 
be proper ’to ftrew in the bottom of the cage a 
layer of fine fancT, and renew it ^^!^(^<afmnall;j^:;. 
there ought alfo tct be a fmall bath.—The total 
length of the bird is five inches and a few lines ; 
its- alar extent nea^-ly nine iachl^£i; its bill f^ve 
lines'; its tail two inches, fomewhat forked, and 
ftretching an inch beyond the wings. .
• In thO’ male ,th6 top. of the head and the
breaft are' red ; the throat, and the under-part 
of the body, ru^y-white ; the upper-part, che!^ 
nut ; almoft all the feathers of the tail and of 
the wings are black, edged with white ; and 
hence when the wings are clofed there is a 
w’^itc ray paralj^^L to the-feathers. The female 
has commonly noi;ie of the red that; we have 
mentioned ; and the plumage is more varietj 
than in the male. [AT .

[A] The two, kinds of Linnets which BulFog conceives j^'obe 
originally the fame, afe diftingnilhed by fyltem.atic writei^s:— '
' Linnet, called fometimes the Gt-ay Linnet. Jti^s

• the F-ini^illa Linota of G^^Hn} the Lnaria'bi Ray, Wiljughby, 
'Eri^^n, Frifch, &c. The German nam^'is Flack^-Fimh, that is 
Flax-Finch •, the Italian, Fanello', the Dutch, Knue; the Brabantilb, 
Flc^vinch; the Turkiih, Gezegen, Ai^^I^oi^^e ^^r^m^d ^t Ai>.So;. T^e 
char^fter gi^ven by BriTon is " .It is of a duH^^y chefnut, and 
“ beneath tawny whii^c; its wings are marked by a longiti^c^ii^al •

white [Tripe ; its* tail-quills are black, edged with white^’* In 
the beginning of the fpring the brealt of the maile is of a rofc-crim-
. i '

• ■ ’ »
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foi) colour, which does not take place In the femilis; It builds its 
nel^ with mofs and bents, and lines it with wool and hair; lays hv.e 
eggs. . * • *

2. St^c Greater Re^-headed Linnet, or Red-Poll, which BujTon 
terms The ^^eater Vtn^^Linnet. It is the Fringilla Can^m^liina of 
Linnaeus, or the He^]^-Finth ; 'the Linaria Rubra of Gefnt^r, Ray, 
Briflbn, &c. The German name is Hanfling, or H^e^m^-l^irrl; and 
the Xtihan Fanello Marino, or Sea-Linnet. It is thus char^flerizcd 
by BriiTon :—“ It is of a duiky-chefm^t, the margins of its fea

thers more dilute, and beneath of a tawn)^-^<^t^ii(^; it<" wings 
marked with a white longitudinal ^rip^; its t^il-quills blac^, 
the whole of th^ir borders white.” The Linnaean ch^i^;^(£ler : — 
The primary quills .o^ its wings, and thofe of tlie tail, black, 
and w^te at both the edges.” It is fo^nd both in Europe and

in Am^^ica. It is fmaller than the preceding, and is greg^a^t^ous in 
winter. The female has neither the red fpot on the crown, nor the 
bluih-coloured break. It neltles on the ground. It is a very fa
miliar bird, and quite cheerful a few minutes after it is caught.

The opinion of our ingc^ni^ous author with refpeft to the identity 
^f the fpecies of the Red P^^l, and of the Common Linnet, is very 
plaufible ; but it feems not altogether well founded. The Red Poll 
is fmaller thanithe Lin^^t; it nellies on the ground, while the latter 
breeds in furze and thorn-hedges. The egg of the Linnet is of a 
very faint blue, dotted with ru^y fpecks, and interfperfed with mi
nute 'brown (freaks. The egg of the- Red Poll is a very faint green, 
..lI^l^tinkled with rufty dots, and farther iharp at the fmall end.

M

<f
«

    
 



t 63 1

VAR^IETIES of the LINNE:^^.:
. * I

I. The White Linnet. I bave feen this 
viriety at the houfe of Defmoulm, the painter. . 
Wh’ite was the predominant colour of its plu
mage, but the quills of the wings and of the 
tail were black, edged with w^hite, a? the Com- _

, mon Linnet, and fome veftiges gray alfo'
tvere perceptible on- the upper coverts of ^^he 
wing^s. ..

II. The Llaci^-.lhggeb Linn^et. Its bill 
is green^i^tti, .£ind the tail jt^uch fbi^k^ed ; in other 
reJpe^dlis, it is the fame in Cze, in propoi-i^c^ns^ 
and even in colours, with <he x^i^inmon JLi^Jiet. . 
This bird is found ia.I.^cI^I^aine,.and we are in
debted for - our information to Dr. Lottinger of 
Sarbourg.

M

The STRASBURG FINCH^.

£e de.Si^raJbotu^ig, BufF.
Fringilla A-gentoratenJis, Gmelin.
Li^^fia Argent^oi^c^UnJis, BrilT.

Little is known with regard to this bird, yet 
enough to’ indicate itS. affiniity to th'e Linnet, ' It
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is of the fame fize, it feeds upon the fame 
feeds, it flies #il(p in numerous flocks, and • 
has eggs oJf the fame colo^ir: its tail is forked,, 
the upper-part of its .o^ a de^p brown,
the breaft rufous, fpeckled with brown, and 
the belly white. It lays indeed three or four 
eggs only, according to Gefner, and its legs 
are- red. But was Gefner accurate^^y ac
quainted with the number eggs? and with 
regard to the red colour of the legs, we 
have feen, and we ihall have .other opp^i^- , 
tun^ities of being convinced, that this prope:rty 
ig far from being -foreign .to Linnets, eipeciia^ly 
to thofe in their natural ftate. The analog-y 
appears even -amidf^ the differences, and I am 
inclined to believe, ■ that when the Stiafburg 
Finc^. is better known, it may be referred as a 
variety derived from climate, fituatioi^^ &c. tp' 
the common Linnet *. '

* Specific is duC^j), above rufous, fpotted
with its lower belly and vent whitifl.” It is thus de-

feribed by BriiTon; “''above it is be-ow rufous, variegated >
** with ‘duflky fpots, its lower belly whi^fh, its tail-quills d^^y, its - 
f* legs redd^il^^”, . >

M
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VARIETIES OF T^HE LINNET. 65

MOUNTAIN LInNET^.

Li:^oite de M^^^^agne, Buff. .
F^-ingilla Montium, Gtne^. 
Linaria Montana, BriiT.

. This bird is found in the mountainous part 
Derbylh^i^^, in England * : it is larger than^- 

the ordinary fort, and its bill proportionally more 
. {lender. The red, which appears on the head 

and breaft of the common cock Linnet, occurs 
in the male of this fpecies on the rump. Itt 
other refpedts the plumage is neai^ily the fame. 
The bread and throat are vari^egated with black 
and white ; the head with black and cinereous, 
and the -back with black and rufty. The wings 
have a- tranfverfe white ray, ’ which is very dif- 
tindt, being on a black ground ; it is formed by 
the great coverts which are tipt with w^hite. 
The tail is two inches and a hallf long, com- 
pofed of twelve brown quills, of which the 
lateral ones have a white edging, which is 
broader thd nearer the quill lies to the out- 
fide.

It is probable that the Mountain Linnet has a 
forked tail, and that its warble ■ is pleafant, though

* May not this be the fecond Linnet' mentioned by Gefner, 
and after him by Schwen^lkfeld, which is more Ihy than the com
mon Linnet, has an inferior fo^^^, an& inhabits arid'moUntains, at 
■ejif: if' we judge from the name that he gives it, Stein Hai'nJ^jng 
(Stone Linnet) ?

VOL. IV. WillughbyE

    
 



66 VARIETIES OF, THE LINNET^*

W^^lughby does not exprefsly .mention tlicje 
clrcum^a^r^c(^)j**' 'iBut ■ he reckons thefe ,t'VTi 
chai'^fters peculiar to the Linnet, with^^slnch 
he ranges it. If We be permitted to draMjJnis 
inference, we might eOaflider the Mountaink^ 
Linnet as only a variety refultmg from ■ climate 
or fituation. [Ar]

[A] The Mountain Linnet advanci^;^during the winter 'in flocks 
to the fouthern parts of Engla^^', and perhaps bleeds in the north
ern counties. It is larger than the Red Pdd. b^^ng fix inches 
and a half long. Specific chara^er It is blacik, below pale,
“ the-thi^Ott 'and breafl blackif^, the rump in the mile palc'-red.’* 
Thus defcribed by Brillbn : —“ Abo^^, it' is b^ack and ^arii^j^i^ited 

with taw^;y, below whitif^ ; the feathe^^ of the lower part o.f 
the neck and of the middle of the breaft are black, (the rump 
red in the male,), with a white tranfaerfe ftripe ' ; the quills ' of the

" tail duflk-y, the edges of the lateral ones white on both edges.” 
Its egg refembles that of the common Linnet in colour, -but the 
fpecks are thinner fcjit^i^^i^^, and its Ihape is rather more bulged.

■ M

The , T W I T E

Le C'c^l^s^re^i, Buf^, .
Fri^n^g^^Ha Mion^ium, Var, lann. 
LinaHo' MUnima, B ril^.
Linaria Pe^lore Sul^tUio, Klein, 
Fa^iello Aquila^ Ol^ia.

, When we ti'eiit of birds whofe colours, are fa . 
variable as in the prefent, we fhould fall into 
numberlefs miftakes, if we confidered ■ them as 

Tp^ecific chara^lers. We have alrea(^)y-een. that 
the
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the common Linnet, in the ftate of liberty, was 
xiisark^ed with^' red on the head ’and, breaSf;; that 

the o^J^’tiva Linnet had ■t;he fame colour only on 
'-the'^^i^<^aft,^^nd that conc^i^l<^d; that the Sti^j^iT- 

burg LinneKhad it on the legs; and that the 
Mountain Linnet was painted with it on the 
rump. BriTTbn fays,'that what he calls the Lit
tle Vine Linnet is red on the head and breaft; 
and Gefner adds,, on the rump. Wi^llughby

mentions a fmall Linnet which had a red fpot 
on the head, and in that circumflance refembled 
the two defcribed by Aldrovandus, though it- 
differed in other refpe<fts. La^^ly, the 
of Briffbn was marked with red on the head 
ahd rump, but that of Fri^:h. had none on 
the head. It is ob.xrious, that a great part of 
thefe varieties is owing to the feafons and the 
circufn.flances in which thefe birds have been 
feen. If in the middle of, fpring, they were 
clothed in their richeft col^i^i^si; if during the 
moulting feafon, the red had if
immediately after,' it was not yet refumed. If 
they were kept in a cage, the change woul^d btf 
in proportion to the length of their confinem^i^t:; 
iand as the feathers of the different parts of the 
body would drop at. different times, there would- 
be abundant foufce of diverfity. In this un
certainty, we are obliged,, irr order to determir^e,. 
the fpedes, tq recur to the more permanei^l^jp:^'^^'" 
pertii^jj; the ftiape of the body, the inftln^^Is, 
and habits. Applying this method, I. can per- 

f 2 ce.iv^

    
 



68 VARIETIES OF THE LINNET.

ceive only two kinds of birds that have re
ceived the name of Little Linnet: tlie one,. v.llJbz- 
never fings, appears but once in ]jt oi* ji^ven 
y^ears, arrives in numerous flock{^,"T^<tiiftcrtlKt- 
Siikin, &c.; it is the Little Vine''L^nnisit 
fon : the other is the Twite th'is- 'a^ticli?^' '

The younger Daubenton had for two or three 
y^ears one ofthefe birds, which was caught in a net. 
It was at firU: very flry, but it became gradually/ 
reconciled, and grew quite familiar. It feemed 
to prefer hemp-feed for its food. It had a fweet 
mellow note, much like that of the Hedge Peti^^y- 
chaps. It loft all its red the firfl year, and never 
recovered it; the other colours fuifered no altera
tion. When ’fick or in'moult, its bill was ob- 
ferved to become immedia'tely pale and yellowiJChi; 
and as the bird recovered, it pafled through 
all the {hades to its proper brown caft. The fe
male is not entirely deftitute of brillianc;y of plu
mage ; it is^ marked with red on the head, but 
not on the rump. 'Though fmaller than the 
common hen. Linnet, its voice is ftronger and 
more varied. This bird is rare both -in Germany 
and in France. It flies rapidly, but never in 
large flocks j its bill is rather more -fl^^nder in 

■ proportion than that of the- common Linnet. 
. ■ Meafur^^s: the total length of the Twite is foui:
.. inches and a ha^Jfj its wings are eight, inches.

•acrofs ; its bill rather more than four lines ; its , 
, ^^il two inches: this is forked, and projeds only 
eight lines beyond the wings, 

t • . • • ' Cli^ttrs:

    
 



VARIETIES OF-THE LINNET. 69

: The upper-part of the head and the 
rprnp are red; there is a reddifh bar under the 

uppei"-part of the. body is variegated 
blacl^ and ruft colour j the under-part of 

the body n^.{ijy, fpotted with blackiih below the 
throat; the belly is white ; the legs brown, fome- 
times black. The nails are very long, and 
that of the hind toe is longer than the toe 
iti’elf. . [A] •

[A] Linnaeus mikes the Twite a variety of the Mountain Lin
net ; but Mr. Latham conceives it to be more rdated'to the Red 
Poll. “ It is variegated rufous below, the abdomen
“ whitilh, the eye brows and the bar on the wings taw^;y, the 
,« crown and rump red.” It is about four inches and a half long. 
Brillijn defcribes it “ as blackifli above and varied with rufous,

below tawnjy; the belly whii^iilh; the ^ripe above the eyes ru- 
foi^^; having fpots between the bill and the eyes and 'under the 
throat of a dulky blackiih colour, the crown and rump red in the 
male ; (the crown red in the female j) the tranfverfe bar on 
the wings of a white-rufoi^s ; the tail-quills duf^ey, the whole 
of the edges tawnjyi” If we were to judge from the egg of

the Twite, we Iiould regard it as a variety of the Red Poll. The 
egg of the Twite, though rather fmaller than that of the Red Pol^» 
is of the fame (hape and colour ; only the dots are orange, fmall^^Jr, 
and more thickly fpread. '

f 3

    
 



i: 70 1

r-ORElGN
THAT ARE RELATED

I

I.

The VeWGOLINE*

A iX that is know’D with regard to the hi^^ory 
of this bird is, that it is • foubd in the 

kingdom of •A^ngola •; that it is very fami^i^^rj that 
it is ranked among the fineftwarhlers of that coun- 
tr;y; and that its fong is not the fame with that of 
our 'JLinnet. The neck, the upper-part of the head 
and df ■ the ^body, are variegated with'two forts of 
brown ; the rump has a beautiful fpot of yellow,

* This name was applied to It by Mr. Daines Barrington. It is 
the A)^^cla Finfh of Latham, the Fringilla Angoienjis bf Gmelin, and ' 
the Linaria An^olenjis oi Briffon. “ It^s dul^y-cinereous fpotted 

with dufl^^y, below orange, the threat and the forc-hcad blade, 
the cheeks and throat fpotted with vl^ite^^^brunip ycllowiflh.’* 

“ ifibn deferibes it: Male ;—“ Tawiji'jin<l^i^<^om .above, varie

 

gated with duiky fpo^is; fci^i^li^tMp®; thrT^hr^oat iigitter colour
ed; the fmall feathers routll the btft of the bill a on the 
throat biai^It; the cheeks and rliveit t. . .tted with wliu<^; the 

 

rump yellowilh'; the tail feathai duiik'','ct \ith ci-^iereous

whiite.” Female;—“ Tawwny^aibis above, lufot^l^dth 
i* duCky fpots below, and variegatea. b.'Hh atHoi' e and below ; a 
duiky flripe Jtretching on either fidCxover the^eyes; the cheeks 
1* I . . .1 _ , • ./I .1. k r_<'ii__  i n..

Brifibn defcribes it: Male
**

tt

*• light tawnjy; the rump whitilh ; the t^iH-fei^t^lters dulky, edged 
r** with cjni-t^eous ,

9 w^luch
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which extends to the quills of the t^ail : t^hefe 
brown, edged and tipt wRh light gray, 

e quills of the wings, and their great 
coverts. The fides of the head are 

of a light ft colour, and thefe is a brown ihreak
below the eyes ; the under-part of the body and 
the fides are fpotted with brown on a lighter 
ground.

Edwards, who defcribed this bird, and 
who has given a figure of it at the bottom of 
PI. 129, is inclined to t^hink it is a female of * 
another that is reprefented at the top of the fame 
plate. Thisother bird ,is called Ne^gral or Taba^ 

and its fong is much like that the Ven- 
goline. por my own part, I.muft confefs, that 
the fong * of this makes me .<doubt of its^ being 
a female. I ihould r^ather fuppofe that they are 
two males of the fame ipecies, but from dif
ferent climates, where each would-have a diftin^ 
name ; or at lead that they are two males of -the 
fame climate, one of which being bred- in a 
volery, had loft the luftre of its plumage, and 

“the ott^c^ir not being caught before it was adult, 
or having -been’kept but -a -fhort time in -the cage, 
had preferved its cdlour-s better. J^nffa^t the 
Colours of the'Neegpl are ']*i<^lier and more mark
ed than thofe the’Ve^ngoline. . The throat,
the -fac^jivd*tiie ftreak below - the eyes, are black ;

* B^a^i^nes Barringt^on fays, that the Vengoline excels in point of 
•foi^ggall the ; birds of Afia, --Africa,, and .America, -except only the 
American Mocking Bird.

F 4 the
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the cheeks white, the breaft and al" the 
part of the body of an orange coiou. ,, 
Ipecks, and which aflume a dec| .**^1 
the belly and the, tail. Thefe ’..wd i 
the -fize of our Linnet; and Ediwf 
they have the fame afp^<d.

: - undei'*- . 'ii 
with T’

-.r er \
i.4« •,

*1^ 4- * Jyadt!' -

‘1. •

II.

The GRAYFINCH;

La Linol^te Grii-<^e-^ef:i Buff. 
'Loxia Cana, Linn.
Fringtlla Cinerea Indica, BrilT. 
Cinereous Girojheak, Lath.

We are indebted to Edwards for the know
ledge of this bird, who had it alive, and has 
given a figure and defc^iption of it, without in
forming us from what countiry it came. Its . 
w^ai^ble is very pleafant. It has the geftures, the 
fize,- the ihape, and the proportions of the Linnet, 
only its bill is rather ftIc^r^g^^^l*,. The under-part . 

.of its body is of a very - Ikht alh-coiour, the 
rump rather darker ; the, the neck, and 
the upper-part of the hei^ci'iron^^tf^j; the qdills 
of the tail and of the wii^l^a blackiih, e^ed yiith

1 ■ I• - . , )
T Specific charj^if^er :—Hoary, the feathers the wings and

“ of the tail duUky, the legs red.”
i ' _ light
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light cinereous, except the longeft quills , of 
,i:he wings, thefe being entirely black near the 

white at their origin ; which gives the 
AjiiAigs a Y’kite border in its middle-part. The 

dible is encircled at its > bafe withlower
white, and This colour extends as far as the 
eyes. .

m

M

III.

The YELLOW-^H^EA^DED LINNET.

La Li^^i^tte a tetej^tiune, BufT. •
Loxia Grifea, Gmel.
Pajfer Mexicanus, Bri.T. 
Emberixa Flc^nia Mexicana, Klein.

Edwards knew that this bird was called by 
fome the Mexican Sparroiv'^, and he has ranged 
it with the Linnets, becaufe it is more related

%

T Specific charafter " Carulean gray, face and lower-part of ■
** the neck wlhti^.” T^hus defcribed by Briflbn :—”• Above di^ty 
** coloured, varied with black fpbts, below llightlly,^ulky with 

dull fpots, and variegated with dulky Z^ots j the foi-e-part of 
” the head, the checks and the throat yellowifli ; a dufl^;y lon^i- 

tudinal bar behind eyes ; the tail-quills blacJkii^.”
s defcription of Surinam, mentions a Linnet 

___ ta^at and bill, .'^he reft of the plumage being 
cinSreous. “ It haunts the Savannas, and is larger tlian a Spar

row,” . . Its fong is not fo pleafant as to deferve to be kept in .a 
but it is reckoned as a fort of Ortolan, becaufe it is delicate 

t^^ting.
to

Dr. Fermen, i
’with a    
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tb thefe than to the Sparro ws. It . is indeed true, 
that it alfo bears fome analogy to the .••.^annaj 
and "we -i^ijght place it with -the H^o 
the Linnets and Canaries ; but tj 
its hiftory renders it more dif^ooo 
t^ho proper rank.

It is of a palo floih colour, the feot of the 
fame, but duii^i<^r; the fore-part of the head 
and throat yellow, and upon this yellow ground 
there is a brown har on each ^^de of the hOad, 

- riling from tho eye and defeending on the fides 
cf the neck ; all the uppor-part of the body is 
brown, but doopor on the quills of the tail than 
any where elfe, and fprin'kled tvith lighter fpots 
on the nock and back.; tho lowor-part of the 
body is yellowiflj, with ’brown longitudinal fpots • 
fcattored thinly over t^he belly and breaft.

This bird was brought from Mox^^co. BrilTon 
fays th^t.itdsmei^r^l^'y o^ -t^t^io.fize of ’the Brambling ; 
but if iwe ju^dge by the figure ^vliich did wards 
gives from t^he life, it .m,ul^ bo thickei**.

* La Lif^i^tte-]^r^ime of BufTom, the Fringilla JU'a of Gmelin, 
and the Fringilla of^Xathat^. ".'It is of a blackiiihduiky

coloj^^, the breaft and rump cinereous, the feathers lighter on its 
“ crown.” It inbabits Ang^^a, andis four inthes’long.

irr, The
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1 **• 

V'he DUSKY FI^NChJL ..

Our kn?>J^I^dge of this bird is drawn from 
Edwards. Almoft all its leathers are blackifti, 
edged with a lighter colbur, wh'ich has a reddii^ 
caft on the upper-part ;of the boidjy: the 
general colour that refults from this mixture is 
deep brown, though varied. It has a cinereous 
tint on the bread: and rump; 'he ‘bill ' isalfo cine
reous, and the legs are hrown.

I .jprefume that Briffon ought not to ' confound 
this bird with the Ihttle Brown Spai^iro'w o^'Catef* 
by, whofe plumage is of an uniform brown, 
without any moulting, and therefore quite dif
ferent. 'But the difference of climate is ftill 
greal^i^r; for Bdwards’s Dufky Linnet came ' 
probably from Brazil, perhaps even from Africa; 
whereas'Catef^.y’s Little Brown Spairrow is found 
in Carolina and Vi^i^g^inia, where it breeds and 
continues the whole year. Catefby tells us, that 
It lives upon infeifls, that it is ■ ail^oft alwa;yi5' 
alone, that it is not very common, that it vifits 
inhabited places, and that it is conftant^y 'hop
ping among builtKe^.' We are not ac-
quaiiited %e habits of the Dufky Linnet. 

M
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The MINIS tM
Le Minifi-re, Buff. 
Tanagra Cyanta, Linn. 
Emh^^ixa Cyaneti, Gmel. and,) 
'Ta^nagra Carolinenjii Ct^rulea, BrilT. 
Blue Linnet, Edw. ' 
T’ye Indigo Bunting, Penn, and Lath.

*T^His is the name given by bird-fanciers to a
Carolina bird, which others call the Bijliop^^ 

butwhichmuft not be confounded with.theEiihop 
of Brazil, which is a Tanagre. 1 place it near 
the Linnets, becaufe in the time of moulting it 
is fo much like thefe, as to be miftaken for them, 
and the female at all feafons refembles them. 
The moult happens in the months of September 
and Odtober j but the period varies as in Bunt
ings, and in many 'other bird^: the l^iuifter is 
faid even to drop its feathers thrice a-year, in 
which circumilance it alfo refembles the Bunt
ings, the Eengals, and.S^enegals, &c.

When clothed in its fincl^ attire, it is iky^-blue 
■uon a violet ground ; the vane of the wings is 
of a deep blue, with deep- brown in the rhale, 
and with a greeniih tint in 
is fufficient to diitingulfli it j

* Its fpecific charadler “ It is a 
crown, the quills of the wings and of the tai 
with co^i^iUi^^n?’ It feems to be extremely like the Painted

Cirtt of Li^nnaeus.

fon
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fon from the male, whofe plumage Is In other 
pretty like that of the female.

'^^r^Ri^inllter is of the fize of a Caniiry-^finch, 
2iid, iike^it, lives upon millet,' and the feeds of 
Canary^-^gWi^, &c. .

Catefby figures this bird by the name of the 
Blue Linnet *, and tells us that it is found among 
the mountains in Carolina, at the diftance 
one hundred' and fifty miles from th? fea,; that ■ 
its wings are neai^^Jly like the Linnet; that the 
feathers of its head are of a deeper blue, and 
thofe of the under-part of the body of a lighter 
blue ; that the quills of the 'tail are of the fame 
brown with thofe of the wings, with a light 
tinge of blue ; and laftly, that the bill is blackiihi. 
and the legs brown, and that it weighs only two 
■ounces and a half.

Its total length five inches j its bill f^ve lines j 
the tarfus eight or nine line^; the middle toe 
fix lines, ■ and a half j the tail two inches, and 

'extends ten or twelve lines beyond the wings.

* The Spanii^i^tfs call it Lexos, or the far-fetched bird, as 
it comes to MexiCo frorii the back parts of Carolina., It is fmaller 
than the Gold^nch, and has the fong of the Linnet. It appears ia 
the ^ate of New York about the beginning of fumm^r. It builds 
in the fork of a branch^with dry yellow ■ grafs, and lines ■ the neft 
with the down of pj?<ts. ’

M
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The BENGALS, and the SJE
' . ' ' . J " ■

Les Bengalis, et les Senegalis S

Ak ivL, travellers, and after them the naturalifts, 
have agreed, that thefe final! birds change 

their colours in moulting. Some even add iuteref^r 
ing particulars which we ihould wllh tq afcertain j 
that the varieties of plumage are confined entirely 
to five principal colour^^ black, blue, green, 
yellow, and red ; and that the, Bengals never 
afTume more than one at a. time. Yet perfons 
who have had an oppoirtuni-ty of obferving thefe 
birds in iTf^^^ce, and . of watching their altera
tions for a courfe of years, afle:rt that they have 
only one annual moult, and never chang^ti. their 
colour f. This apparent contira^iidion may be 
explained by the difference of climates. That 
of Afia and Africa, the native ^rgions of thefe 
birds, is more powerful than ours, and may have _ 
greater influence upon their plumage. But the
Bengals are not the only birds which undergo 
the chai^igiej for, according to the 5
Sparroiy 'in Africa becomes rd^^it^he rainy feafoh,

+ M. Ma^udu,i^^, well known for him^nligllccnt'J tale iN ttJ-nll 
Hi^ltoi^jr; and for his exc.t^llent collec^ion^-of-birds, obfervcd u Red 
Sen^^al that lived more than a year without changing Hs ' plamagh. 
Chateau fays the fame of all the Bengals which palled through his 
hands.
* , and' J

* Some of them are termed the Sencfril Spa    
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and man^ others are • fubjedt to fimilar alterations.. 
^y.At any rate, an, arrangement founded on the 

col^uiv •'^^ the plumage muft in the prefent cafe 
„ be totally uncertain j flnce, in their native climate, 

at lead, theje pretended charatders would only be 
momentary, depending on the feafon when the 
birds was killed. On the other hand, their com
plexion, which fluctuates in Africa and AGa, is 
invariable in Europe j and it becomes difficult to 
avoid compounding v^arieties with fpecies. I 
fliall follow therefore the received opinions, and 
allot a. feparate article to each bird which ap
pears obviou-^y diftinC^, but .without pretending 
to decide the number of . real fpecies, which can 
be only the work of time.

We iliould be much miftaken if we inferred 
from the names of thefe birds, . that they are 
confined to Bengal and Senegal : they are ipread ' 
through the greateff part of Afia and A^frric^^, and 
even in many of the adjacent iflands, fuch as 
thofe of Madagafcar, Bourbon, Fran(^<^,. and 
Java, &c. We ma^y even expeC; foon to find 
them multiplied in America ; for De Sonini 
lately, fet at lib^it^rty a great number of them in 
the Ifle of Cayenne, and afterwards faw them 
cheerful • an^‘liv^y, flfongly diipofed to natu
ralize in a forei^iHoil, and perpetuate their race 
We mayj>e^ that thefe new colonifts, whofe?. 
phTinage is • fo variable, tvill alfo fuffer the inf^u-

* A few years ago a Red Senegal was ki^ljed at Cayenne in a 
) it had certiunly been carried thither by fome navigators.

ence

    
 



So THE BENGALS AND SENEGALS. 

ence of an A^merican climate, and other varic 
ties will be produced, more fit howevert o deromi' 
our cabinets than to enrich Natural Hi^j'ry. H 

The Bengals arc familiar and dcftru6^ivc l>ird3 - 
' in a word, they are real Span-ows. , Plicy v'dit 

the J^t^ufes and even appear in the middle 
villag^es, and alight in numerous bodies mnie 
fields fowed with millet * ; for they prefer this 
grain , : they are alfo fond of bathing.

In Senegal, they are caught under a calebaf^^,
• or large gourd, which is placed upon the ground, 

and raifed a little by a ihort prop, to which a 
long cord is faftened ; a few grains of millet ferve 
for the bait. The perfon who watches their 
motions without being ■ perceived, draws at the 
proper time, and fecures whatever is under 'the 

' calebaih j Bengals, Senegals, and finali ' black 
' Sparrows with white bellies, &c. f Thefe birds 

are tranfported with difficulty, and can hardly 
be reconciled to a different climate ; but when 
once naturalized, they live fix or feven years, 

' that is longer than many' fpecies proper to the 
country. They have even bred in- Holland ; 
and the fame fuccefs would undoubtedly be had

* .T^ra^vellers inform us, that the ncertain fmiMbir^s 

entire with their feathers, and thefs refenible Linnets. 
imagine that Senegals are of the nu^nber, n\ir fume Sciu-guh ip 
the ti^^ of mouWnjg are like Lin 'ictr. ! '■ (■ Jj tha't .
the negroes eat the birds entire, uiiy to rui ■. til-
damage done among their crops, the^ neUing in the n^'iJUL^l^-thtt 
fowi^<^‘fields. . —'

f I owe the detail of tliis fport to M. de Sonini, ■ •
'in-
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In colder places ; for' thefe birds are very getitle 
•and focial, and often carefs each other, and 
-above all, the males and females fit near one 
another, and fing in concert. It is added, the 
fong of the ' female is not much inferior to that 
of the ' male.

M

The BENG’ a.
Le Bengali, Buff. ’
Fringilla Be^gbalus, (rtialT,) Linhi
Fringilla Ai^golenJ^s-, (fem.) Id.
^>&e Blue-bellied Fin^lb*, (ifem.) EdW. and Lath.

As the inf^inds and habits are nearly the fame 
in the whole of this family of birds, I ihall 

content myfelf, in this and the following articles, 
to fubjoin to the general account, the deliieeJi-^ 
tion of the peculiar features of each.- In cafes 
fuch as the prefent, where the principal objedt 
is to convey ideas of the richnefs and variety of 
the plumage, ' we ought' to quit^, the pen for the 
pent^iil; at leaf^^, we muft imitate the painter in 
defcribing not^* only the. for^m^s^. and lineemr^^its,

• The fpecifi* :—1* Light co^rulean, head and back
” gr?;, Udes the head purple.” Bri^^^^l^l^ffrif^erit:—“ Gray - 
** above, light eo^lrulraJn beloiw} a purple Ipot below the eyes ? 
** the rump and tail feathers light Bird-fanciers .call
It Maripofa,

- VOL. IV, G butG

    
 



02 T.fifi BI^T^GAL.

but in reprefenting the fpoftive flud^uation of 
tints, their changing fucceiliori and coi^t^n^^'^ion, 
and above ail ih expr^tifling ad^ion, ' motion, ' ahd. 

. life. . ' ' ?
The Bengal has -on 'each fide of its head a' 

fort of purple crefcent which lies under the 
eyes, and. marks the phyfii^og^'^’^^y of this litl^l^e- 
bird.

The throat is light blue-, and the fame colour 
fpreads over all the lower parts • o^ the bod^, ■ as 
far as the end of the tail, and even over the* 
upper coverts; All . the upper-part of the body, 
including the wings, is of a pleafant gray.

In fome indivi’rduals-,. this fame gray, fome- 
what fighter, is the colour of the and pf 
the lower coverts of the tail. ■

In other ^^pecitoens brought from Abyf- 
firaa, this gray had a tinge of red on the

Tal^ly, in^- others there is no purple brefcent 
under the eyes’; and t^his variety, known by the 
■ai^’e of Blueis more common than that 
firft defcHbed. It is faid to be a female ; • but, 
’as* it is fo frrl^queat■, I fhould rather fuppofe that 
the appearance is owing to the diiference of age 
or climate. Mr. Bruce, Whq has feen this bird 

’ in A^byiUnia, pofitively alTures us, that the two 
red ipots' 'are not found In the fein^k^.^'a^ that 

' all her colours >^re lefs britllII^nt.\ < He' adds, that

• BUu, K^'ight of the order of the Ifoly Ghoft.
’ ' X4 ihC' ,

    
 



1! ITE BENGALt
-t'he has an agreeable warble, but he 'never
t^emarked that of the female : in both, the bill 
and the legs are reddilh.

Edwards has figUred and coloured a Blue 
Cord (th<e Blue-belHed J vihich was
brought from the coaft of Angola, where the 
Portuguefe called it A^^liidha. It differed froifl 
the preceding ; the uppei^'-paft of the body be
ing of a brown cinereous, ilightly tinged with 
purple, the bill of a deep flelh colour, and the 
legs brown. The plumage of 'the female was 
of a cinereous brown, with a flight tinge ot 
blue on the lower-part of the body only. It 
would feem to be a variety from the climate, in 
which neither fex has the red fpot under thp 
eyes J and this accounits for the. frequency of 
the ''Blue Co^ds,_ It is a very lively bird. Ed

- w’-ards remarks that its bill Is like that of the 
Goldfinch. He takes no notice of. its fong,' 

■ not having' an opportunity of hearing it, .
• The Bengal is of the fize of the Sizerfn ; i,ts 
total length is four inches nine lineis; itss., bill 
four .lines ; its tail two inches, unequa^l^. ta^i^i^- 

'ing, and confifting of twelve quills; its*extent 
'■ fix or feven inche^s^* '

I • .

0 d The
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The BROWN BENG^I^^.

Bi^oTn is the predominant colour of this bird . ; 
but it is more intenfe under the belly, and mot
tled on, the breaft, with whitifli in fome indivi
duals, and reddiih .in others. ,An the males have 
fome of the upper coverts of the wings tipt with 
a white point, which produces a fpeckling, con
fined however to that fex ; for the female is of 
an uniform brown without fpots. In both the 
bill is reddiih, and the legs of a light yellow.

The Brown Bengal is nearly the fize of, a 
•wren j its total length is three inches and three- 
fourths ; its bill is four lines j • ’its alar extent 
about fix inches and a hallf ;. and its tail rather 
more .than an inch.

• Latham reckons this bird a variety of the Punflured Bengal, 
' Fringilla d^mant^tava, Linn, of the follo’^ing article. . Briflbn terms 
it Bengalus Fu/cus, or Dulky Ben^gal, and defcribes it as “ haying 
** the throat and brealt mixed with dirty whitilh ; the upper co

verts of the tyings dotted with white ; the quills blacl^iilh.” '

M

T^e
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The PUNCTURED BEN’GAL*

he Bengali Pigui^ti, 

Fringilla ylmandaia, Linn. 
Fringilla Rubra Minima, Klein. 
Benga^lus PunSulaius, Bri IT. .

The Ame^e^t^'vade^ Finch, VYill. Alb. Edw. and Lath.

Gball the .Bengals which I have feen, this 
is the moil fpeckled. The whole upper pai^t,o:f 
the bo^^, the fuperior coverts of the tail and 
wings, . and the quills of the wings next the 
back, were fprinkled with points y the wings 
were brown, and the lateral quills of the tail 
black, edged with white. Brown mixed with a 
jlull red was fpread over all the upper part of 
the body, including the coverts of the tail, arid 
even under the belly j a red not fo dufky ex
tended over all the reft of the under-part of the *' 
body, and the fides of the head ; the bill was 

. alfo of a dull red, and the legs of a-light yellow.
The . female, according to Br^i'ffon, is never 

pi^n£:ured ; it differs alfo from the male, as 
its neck, and bell;y, are of a-jjale-
/yellow, and the throat. white. A^ccording to ' 
other obfervers, who .had -many . opportunities of

* S^pec^fic charafter fp^ki^^dw'iih white;
** the tail-quills black, with a white point at their up.” BrifTonVs 
defcription :—Duiky above, mixed with dull red, below faintly. 
** red ; the ■ upper coverts of the wings and of the tail, the brealt, 
** and the fides, fprinkled with white points ; the feathers o^ the 
**, wings blade.” '

’ G 3 repeait"-

    
 



.86 PUNCTURED BENGAL.

repeatedJly feeing thefe ■ birds alive, the female 
w^as entire-1^ brown, and without fpots. . Is this 
a variety of plumage, or a difference of defcrip- 
tion ? for the latter is no fmall fource of confu- 
fion in natural hiftory. Willughby faw feveral 
of thefe birds which came from the Eaft Indies, 
and, as we may expe£t, found feveral differences - 
among the indivi^duals ; fome had black wings j 
in others the breaf^ was of that colour .; in., 
others the breaft and belly were blackeft; in 
Others the legs whitiih,; i,n all the nails were 
very long, and more incurvated than thofe of 
thf lark. There is reafon to believe that fomt^ 
of thefe' i)irds were in moult ; for I obferved - 
one 'in which the lower-belly was blacliiCi, and 
&ll the ■ reft of the plumage indecided, as happen^{» 
When the feathers are dropped, the colours pe
culiar to the fpecies being impreffed, but hot 
Well difcrim'ina^^e^dl/

The fpecimen defcribed by Briffon came from - 
fl^(^..ifland of Java. Thofe obfe:rved by Chairle- 
ton were brought from India ; their Warble was - 
Vei^^y pleafant ;■ feveral of them were kept, toge- - 
ther 'in the fame cage, becaufe they difliked tlife 

of other birdfe. ‘
., -he Speckled Bengal is of a' fi-e inter^me^dliafte 

to' the 'two preceding ; its total, length, is ■ about 
four inches ;' ' its bill four or five lines ;■ its extent 
l^e^fs than .fix 'Irfchhs ; its fiail an inch and four 
Hines^. pneq’Uaa.ly tapered, and -conlif^ing twelve 
quills,
V'.-f M
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The SEN EG A.

Fringilla Seneg^la^^ X.in^.
Senegalus Reber, Briff. 
Tbe Senegal Finch, Lath.

^■“'HERE are two principal coloj^-rs in the plu'- 
mage of this bii^d; vinous red oii the headi 

bn the throat, and on all the under-part of the 
body as far as the legs, and on the rump y a 
greeniih-brown on the lower belly and oh the 
back, where it receives a flight tinge of red.' The 
wi^ngs are brown, the tail .blackifli, the legs gray,’ 
the bill reddiih, except the upper and lower 
ridge, and its edges, which are brown, .and form 
a fort of red-colduredSquares.

This bird is fomewhat fmaller than the Punc
tured Bengsll, but longer ihaped. Its tbtal length 
is four inches and a few . linqis; its bill four 
l^^^n^es ; its 'alar extent ISx inches and a half; its 
tail'eighteen lines, conflfting of twelve quills. ,

• Specific charailf^r: Duft^;y ferruginous j rufous on the bead,
“ and unt^t^r; the bill red, f^reaked with black.^^’-^* Jt i? g^x^eepif^- 
** duflcy above, mixed ■ with wine colour, and below of a red y^nc 
**.ip<^li^t^r; the crown red ^ne; the lower belly ■greenif^-^ufl^}r; the^ 

quills of the wings black,” Brisson. Sogne have given it the, 
Ruby, on account of its colour. ’ ’ ’ '. **

0 4 VARIE-
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VA^RIETIES-cf the SENEIGAL.
\ . *

I. I have feen one of thefe bii^ds^ which had 
been killed in Cayenne in a favanna, and the 

” only one that has been feen in that country. It 
probably _ had been carried thither by fome cui’i* 
ous perfon, and had efcaped from its cage. It 
differed, in foqne relp^c^dts from the preceding j - 
the ^o^verts of .its wings were fligbtl;y edged with

' j^<;d ; the bill was entirely of that colour ; thd - 
legs only reddiih 5 and what ihews the clofe 
.analtogy between the Bengals. and Senegals, the 
jbreait and fides were fprinkled with fpme white 
j^oints. • . .

‘ II. The Danbik of Mr. Bruce. * .This bird
, It

isvvery common in Abyflinia, and partakes of 
the qualities of the two preceding/ It ist^f the 

. fame fize. The rtJ''tolour, which isTpread ovey 
ail ' the anterior .part, does not defcend ' to the legs, 

'as in the Senegal, but it extends over 'the*cC't€^^^ts 
of the wings, where a few white points are" per
ceived likewife on the fides the breaft^i^^ The• ' V '
bill is purple, its upper and lower r\dge bldiih, 
and the legs cinereoiis. The n\,ae .firigs ' agree
ably, The female is an -^ll^<^lB;>'upifornt 
hi^Ow'bit arid has very little purple, '

TI^q

    
 



VARIETIES OF THE SENEGAL. 89

The RADIATED SENEGAL* ' . - •
Le ' Rayi, Buff.
Lc^:^!i2 Alfildt Linn.
Fri^ng^Ula Ui^(^idi^:^ia, Pall. .
Sen^igahis Striatus, BriiT.
FC^a^l^ill Grojkeak, £dw. and Lath.

It is radiated tranfverfely as far as the end of 
the tail with brown and gray, and theJlria are 
the more delicate a-s they are nearer the head.

' The general, complexion is much lighter on the 
lower part of . the boc^jy; it is alfo ihaded with 

' rofe-colour, and there is a red oblong fpot under 
the beJ^lly; the lower coverts of the tail are .black 
without any rays, but fome traces can be per
ceived on the wing-quills, which are • brown. * 
the bill' is red, and there is a lli-ipe, or rather * 
bar of that colour on the eyes.

I have been allured that tl|e female is exa£^H^ 
|i^e thej^j^le; but .the differences which I have 
j^^feh! observed in man^y individuals, and thofe 

eiwhieh have been noticed by others, create fome

•• Linn^airi fpecific Pr'Gra^y^, waved, with diUI^jr; the .
<**.bill> orbits, and breaft, “ It is llreaktd

tranfverfe^^y with dulky and dirty gray, mixed with rofe-colour 
<* in ’the lower part of the bo^;y., and with red on the belljr; a red 

Itripe near the eye^; the quills of the wings fl:reaked tranfverfel^y 
'f widt dul^y and dirty gi^a)'/,’ Brisson.—It is called Waxbill 
on account of the colour of its bill. Some have confounded it with , 
the'La-L' of China, to which many marvellous 'properties are im
puted ; but that bird is as large as a blackbird, and bears no rela
tion to the Senegals, .

u j* doubts
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doubts of the perfect fimilarity of. the fexes. I 
have Jeen feveral whlch'came from the Cape, lu 
ibme of which the upper-part of the body was..
more or lefs of a deep blown, and the under 
more or. lefs reddilh ; in others the upper-part 
of the head had no rays. In that' figured by 
Edwards, Pl. 179, 'the rays confifted of two 
Erowns ; and the coverts below the tail were - 
not black, which is alio the cafe with what we 
have reprefented N® 157, fig. 2.. Laftly, in the 
fpec^mi^i^i delineated at- the top of PI. 354, the 
rays of the under-part of the body are fpread ' 
upon a brown ground ; . and not only the lower 
coverts of the tail • are black, as in that defcribed 
by Briflbn, but the lower belly is of the fame 
colour^. * .

The fubjeift obferved ^y Brifloh came from 
Senegal. The two which Edwar^ds examined ' 
were brought from the Ea’ft Indies ; and tnoft 
of thofe which feen were brought from
the Cape of Good Hope. Among fo man^y 
■iffi^i^rjnces of the plumage remarked ' between 
thefe, foime muf^ depend upon t^he dift^i^n^<^^c^n^- of 
fex. .

The average length of thefe birds- .is about 
four -inches and a halsf ; the bill is ■ three or four . 
libes the alar extent fix inches, and the tail 
two inches, unequal^ly tapered, and compofed of. 
twelve duills.

■ M
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The SERE VA. NJ.

brown’ is the predominant colour of the head, 
the back, the wings, and ' the quills of the tail j 
the unde^ir-j^i^rt of the body^^is light gray, fome*- 
times a light fulvous, but always tinged with 
red^iflh; the rump is red, and alfo the bill; 
the . legs are red ; fometimes the-bafe of the 
bill is edged with black, and the rump fprinkled 

‘ with white points, and fo are the coverts of the 
wings. Such was the Serevan fent ’ from the 
Ifle of France by Sonnerat, under the name of 
Bengal, •

That called Sere^an by Commerfon had all 
the under-part of the body of ’ a light fulvous ; 
its legs were yellowifh j and neither its bill nor^* 
its rump was fed, and not a fingle ipeck could 

, be feen on ’it. Probably it waj young, or was a 
female. ' . -

Other birds clofeily r^elated to this, and fent by. 
Commerfon, .under the name • of Cajpe Beng^aili^ 
had , a more difliri<St red tinge before the neck, 
and on the breaft; in general their. tail was ' 
longer in -proportion. ’

They are all nelrvly of the fize of the Bcngals-
and Senegals.

M
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The LITTLE SENEGAL SPARROW. .

The bill and legs are red, and there is a 
ftreak pf the fame colour on the eyes ; the 
throat, and the fides of the neck, are of a bluifli 

' whit^; all the reft of the under-part of the body 
is white, mixed with rofe-colour of greater or 
lefs intei^fittr; the rump of the fam^; the reft 
of the under-part of the body blue ; the upper
part of the head is of a lighter blue ; the jwings, 
and the fcapular feathers, brown ; the, tail blac^ 

. ki^. , •
■ This Little Sparrow is nearly the fize of the 
preceding. '

The MA I A’^.
he Mlata, '
Fring^Ula Mata, Linn. Gmel. BrilT. and WIH, 

Cuba Finch, Lath. ,
■ r • ■

' Thefe are very deft^i^i^<dive little birds. They • 
afiemble in numerous flocks to feed -among thg 
crops of ric^; they confume much, and wafte

* * Sp^ecilic chari^(5^<^r:—“ Purpli^^, with a Tlripe on -the breaft 'et^
“ a deeper colour.”—Briiffon’s dcfcription :—Male. *• C^h^^fnilt 

purple above, blackiih beloiv; head an5 neck blackiih; tranfverfe 
■ ^ripe on the breali of a chefnut purple ; the wing-quills chef- 

“ nwt-purple above, and dui^y vei^ginig' on rufous below.” Fe-- 
MALE. “ Fulvous above, of ' dirty yellowilb white beli^nv; the 

throaty and a fpot on either fide the brea^, of a chefn^^-purple $ 
« the' wii^j^-quills fulvous.” .

It is four inches and three-^jurths long.
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VARIETIES OF THE SEKTE^C^y^lL.

more; they prefer the countries where that"^iraiin 
is cultivated, arid might claim with the Paddas 
the appellation of Rice-birds : .however, I retain 
their proper -name, by which, as Fernandez in
forms us, they are known in their native cli
mate. The fame author lays, that their fleih is 
good, and eafy to digeft. •

In the male, the head, throat, and all the un
der-part of the body, are blackiih j the under of 
a purple chefnut, brighteil on the rump ; there 
is alfo on the breaft a broad ciruSture of the fame 
coll^i^^r; the bill is, gray, and the legs lead-co
loured. ’ ' ■

The female is fulvous above, and dirty white 
bel^t^tv; its throat is purple-chefnut, and on each 
fide of the brea^ is a fpot of the fame colour, 
correfponding to the cin<dure of the male; its 
bill is whitiih, and its legs are. gray.

Fernandez mentions as. a wonder, that the 
ftomach of the Maia is behind its neck ; but if 
he had noticed the -fmall birds that are fed, he 
would have perceived that this - wonder is very 
ci^i^mon; and that as the crjw is filled, it is 
puihed to the place where it meets with leaft 
reliftance, often on the fide of the neck, and 
fometimes behind it: laftly, he would have'feen 
that the craw is not the ftomach.—Nature is al
ways admirable, but we ought to know how to 
admire her. ’

M ' •
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The MAIAN’^.

Lt M^aiant BufFi
Loxiia Maia^^ Li^nn., Gmel. and BrilB 
7he Mahacca Girojbeak, Edw.

G^ojbeak, Lach.'

China is not the only couni^iry from which 
this bird is brought ; that engraved by Edwards 
came from Malacca, and in all probabi,li^;y it 
might be found in the intermediate countries. 
T^here is reafon however to .c^c^ubt whether it 
exlils in America, and \w^(^ther fo fmall a bird 
cpuld traverfe-the immenfe oceans which dif* 
j^oin the jc^c^r^tii^j^r^tti; at leaft it dilTers fo much 
^^oiB the Maias, the American birds which it 
the. ne^refl approaches, as to require g diftin£t 
name. In ,ifa<a its proprriies are not the fame j 
for though it be rather larger, it has its wings and 
tail . fomewchat ihorter,^, and .its bill as ihort ; bp- ' 
fides, its plumage is different, and much inferior 
in luftre. . ,

In the J^i^ian, all the upper-part of the body 
is a feddilh chefnut ; the breaft, and all the 
under-part of the body, is of an almo.ft uniform 
blackiih, not quite Ip.. deep beneath the tarTj the 
bill is of . a lead-colour ; a fort light gray cowl

* Its fpiccific chari^iaer :—“ Dpdky, head whiitie.”—«< It is above 
“ a dulky-chefnut, below blackiih ; head and neck dirty white j 
** 4he breaft faintly dulky ; the wi^-quills of a • deep dulky-t^hef-" 
* nut.” Brisson. '

covers
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covers the head, and falls below the neck ; the 
• lower coverts 'ol: the wings are of the fame light 
gray, and the legs are flefh-coloured.

The Maian of Briffon differs from thlij; its 
breaft being of a light brown, fome of the flrll 
feathers of the wings being edged wdth white, 
the bill and legs being gray, &c. Thefe differ
ences are too ftriking to be imputed' to the va
riety of defcription, efpecially if we coniider the 
fcrupulous acc^rac;y of the defcribers.

M
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The C H A F F I IJ'C H.

Le Pinfont Buff.
Fringilla Ccelehs, Linn, and Gmel. 
Fringilla, Ge^fni^i', Aldrov. and Bri^T. &C. 
^he Sim<Jleik, or Shi^t^lfall*, Sib. Scot. III.

bird has great power in its bill, with 
T which it nips fo bitterly as to draw blood.

Hence, according to the feveral authors, the 
French name of Pinfon is derived (frdm pincer, 
to ' pinch). But as the difpofition to fnap is not' 
peculiar to the Chaffinch, but common to other 
birds, to many different forts of quadrupeds, 
millepedes, &c. I fhould rather adopt the opi
nion of Frifcb, who fuppofes this word Pinfon 
to come from Pini^'io^, latinized for . the German 
P*ink^, which feems imitative of the note of the 
bird.

The Chaffinches do' not all migrate in the 
autui^nj a confiderable number repiains with 
us during the ■ winter. The(e refort to our dwel- 

' lings, and even vifit our court-yar^ds tOr ^al^tJ^iin 
an eai^er fubfiifl^i^j^t^c;; th^y are' little parafites, 
who feek to live at pur ejcpence, without con^t^i^^

* Ariil^otle calls the Cha^^nch the Italian names are,
Frangn^llo, Frangueglio, and Fre>ngiillo ? in German, Finek, Roth^ 
Finck, .Wit^cfo: in Poliii^, SlooVick: in Swed^l^, Finke, BoJ^ncke : 
ia Bohemian, Pt^rkev^ci ■

■ buting
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T'flE chaffinch/ 97-

buting to our pleafuireis: for in that feafon they 
never fing,, except in -fine days, which feldoi^ 
then occur. During the reft iof the time they 
lodge concealed in clofe hedges, in oaJcs that 
have-not ihed all their leaves, in evergreens, and 
even in holes of rocks, where they are Tojnetimes • 
found dead when the weather is exceffively fe- 
vere. Thofe which -migrate into other climates 
aiTemble often in prodigious flocks ; bXit whither 
do they retire? Frifch fuppofes that their retreat 
lies in the ^^c^rtlh^rn' regions: his reafons are ; 
I. That- on tt^i^ii: return,- th^^ bi^'ing with thecn 
white Chaffinches, which are- hardly to be met 
with, exce]^tr in' thofe, climal^i^^; 2.^- That theer' 
never lead young ones in their train, which 
would be the cafe, if, during their abfence, they 
lived in a warm coun^^y, where they might be ' 

, difpofed to breed ; 3. That they can bear cold,, 
except fnbw, which covering the fields, depi'i^v^^^, 
them in part of thffeir fubfiftence *. '

Thefe arguments imply therefore, that there 
is a- county in the north where the earth is not. 
robed jin the winter j and fuch is faid to be the ’

• Frifc]h.—Aldrovandus fays, that in Italy, when 'there is' 
much fnow and the very intenfe, the Chaffinches cannot fiy, 
and are caught by the hand ; but this weaknefs may arife from 
inanilion, and that again from the abundance of fnow. O!ina 
alleges, that ‘in the ^me country the Chaffinches, retire to >he:‘ 
hilly tradis during the fummer. ' Hebert has feen , many of them 
in that feafon ^mong the highef^ mountains of Buge^, where they 
were as common as in thb plains,-and where they certainly do not 
temain through the winter,

VOL. IV. dpfarts$
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defarts_of Tartary^,. where ' the fnow falls indeed^ 
but is immediately fwept away by the violence 
of the winds, and exten^ve tradis laid bare.
'A very remarkable circumilance in the migra

tion of the Chaffinches, -is what Gefner nten- 
tions of thofe of Switzerland, and Linnseus of' 
thofe of Sweden, : that only the females remove 
to other climates, and the males refide in the 
country dunireg the winteir*. But have not 
thefe able naturalilts been milled by the per- 
fons who infor^ra^ed them, and. thofe deceived 
by fome periodical change in the plumage of the 
femall€^iJ, occaiioned_by cold- oi; other accidents ? 
This explanation feems more fuited to Nature's 
general plan, and-more conformable' to analogy^* 
than to fuppofc-that, at a.-certain fixed term,, the 
females feparate from mei^C'capric^e* and. travel 
into a dif^ant climslt<,,.i^Vh.ea their, native foil 
can alford, them fubi^iftenc<e.. • '• . '

The migrations' vary in' ■ different npuetr•i€^^^'.. 
.A.ldro^1^£^e^^hl?■ a{rures ns, that the Chaffienhes fel- 
dom breed ■ n-e-at Bologna, but almoft all depart

* They quit Switzerland in the winter, particularly the fe
males.; for feveral males are often feen, with not one female.’* 

Gesner. l,K^nasus pqCitiyelyal^erts, that the female Chaffinches * 
leave Sweden, in ^ocks aboul^- the nnfotli of September, that they 
direft their courlp to Molla^^, aijd return in the fpring to join their 
males which ha.ve wintered in Swc.den^ ,

Tliist fiDgitlar. .remark is corroborated by Mr. White, who • fbund 
that the val^, flocks, o^ ChafEnches, wh^ch’appe^r in Ks neighb^^i^- 
hood-about Chridmas, are almoft entirely hens. Yet, as he-feems 
not to have difTefted any, he might htrve been deceived by tha 
change of plu^^^jge, which is extremely probable. .

■' • about
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about the end of winter, and return the fucceed- 
ing -autumn. On the other hand, I find from 
W^iili^j^l^l^^y, that they continue the Whole year 
in England, and that few birds are (b com^ 
mon. , .._ *

They are fpread through the whole of -Europe, 
from the ihores of the Baltic arid Sweden, where 

■ they are frequent, and neftle, to the Straits of 
' G^b^altar, and even .the coafts of Airica *. ■

The Cha’fhnch is a lively bird, and perpetually 
in motion ; and' this cir'cumftance, joined to the 
iprightlinefs of its fong, has.given "rife to the 
proverbial faying, g^ay as a Chaffinch. It be
gins to chant very eai^Ily in the fpriug, and 'fe
veral days before the Nightingale, and gives 
over abput' the fummer folftice, . Its fong has 
merited an analyfis and it* is diftinguifhed int^o, 
the prelude, the quavering, artd the dofe f ; 
m^a^me^^ have been appropriated to the dift'ei-enf 
part^; and the greateft conncdTeihrs iii thefe

, * “ Being ftstiorled on the coafts of Africa, We were very 
* oftei) yifited on board by Gh'iaffnchfis. We cruifed between tlj^ 
** thirtieth to the thirty-^fifth degree of latitude : —I have even 

it affirmed, that they are found at the Cape of Good 
Hope^”^ Note of Vi/cot^Kt ^Uerhoent. ■ , ■ •

. f T^he prelt^<^(^ is, ■ according to Frlfch, compofed of three fi- 
inilar notes or f:rokes ; the quaver, of feven different notes dc- 
fcen3irig ; and the dofq, of two notes. Lottinger has alfo made 

, fome obfe:rvations on this fubjeft. " In anger, the air of the 
” Chaf^ndi js fimple and f^^ill ; in* fear, plaintive, ftioi^^, and 
“ often repeated ; in joy, it is lively, and ■ ends with a fort of 
" burd^i^^”

II ,'2c little
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little matters agree, that the concluding part is 
the moft agree.ablie*. ’ Some find itsm»uW; too 
ftr^ong, or too grating f ; but this muf^ be im
puted to. the excei^ve delicacy ’df'our organs, 
O' rather it is becaufe the found is too near, and 
•ncreafed by the confufed echo of our apart
ments : Nature, has def^ined the Chaffinches to 
be fongfters of the woodis; let iis repair, then 
to the grove, to tafte and enjoy the beauties of 
their mufic.

If a young Chaffinch taken fr^om the nef^ be 
educated under a Cana^, a Nightingale, &^c. it 
will have the fong,o^ its inftrudors : more than 
one inftance $ has be^iiknowrl of • this ; but the^y--. , 
have’hever been brought to whiffle our tunes 
they never depart fo.wide from nature.

The Chaf^nches, befide their ordinairy warble, 
h’ave a certain tremulous expreffiqn oflove, which 
they can utter in the fpring, and alfo another 
cry which is unpleafant, and faid to porteqd 
rain It has been remarked too, that they 
never fing better or longer than when, from 
fome accident- they have loft their fight |; and

Ms .
’ ‘ * ]^n German, this is called Reiferzu ; in French« ■

' f Mordant,- bi^njg. , »
• t This facility in learning the fdngs of oth^ir’birds . accounts for 
the-diver^ty obferved in the warble of the Chaf^nches. In the 
Netherlands, five or fix kinds of Chaffinches are diftij^guilhed by , 
the various length • of their airs./ ‘ ■

§ In the German language a word is appropriated to denote . 
■^liis : it is Sck'iircke-n, , ,

I They are liable to this accident, efp^t^jj^Uy if kept between 
two windows which face the foi^tt^.' ,

' no
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no fooner was this obfervation made, than the 
art was difcovered of rendering' them blindi 
The lower eyelid is connedted to the upper by 
a' fort of artificial cicatrix made by torching 
flightly and repeatedl^y the edges with a wiie 
heated red-hot in the'fire, and taking -care not 
to hurt the ball of the eye. They muft be pre
pared 'fTor this fingular operation by confining, 

, them for ten or twelve days to the cage, - and 
then keeping them I^iut pp with the'^age in a 
cheft night and day, to accuftom them to feed 
jin 'the dark*'. Thefe blind Chaffinches are in

- defatigable fingers, and they are preferred as 
calls to decoy wild Chaffinches into thefnares 
thefe are alfo caught with bird-lime and with 
different kinds "of nets, and among others thofe, 

- for larks, but the meihes muff be fmaller in pro* 
portion to the fize of the bird.

The time for the fport is, when, the Chaf
finches f^y in numerous flocks, either in autumn 

. before their departure, or in fpring on their 
return. We muft, as much .as poffible, ' choofg 
cairn weather, for they keep lower and hear 
better the call. They do, not eafily bend to cap- * 
tivity ; they fcarcdy {will eat apy thing - for the 
firft two or three days ; they ftrike their bill

* Gefner affcrts, that if the Chaffinches be kept thus ihut 
■ Wf .thrddgh the whole fuinm<^ir, and ■ not let out of their prifon till 

the beginning of autumn, .they fmg during the latter feafon, .whicUf 
Would otherwife not happent Darknefs rendered them dumb, but 
return of light is to them a fecond fpiring.

■ H 3 contin^i^all;*

4
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continua]ll;y againft the ' ‘Iticjcs of the cage, and 
often languifh to death *. ‘

Thefe birds confli^ud:^ their neft very round 
and com^^j^<Sl, and place it in the clofeft -trees, or • 
bufhes J fometiraes they build it even in our 
garden^.upon the ' fruit-tt^ees, and conceal It- fo 
artfully,that we can hardly perceive it, though 
quite nigh. It is cocnpofed of white mofs and 
fma'll roots on the outfide, arid lined with wool, 
hairs, fpiders-.webs, and feathers. The female 
lays five or fix eggs, which are reddifh gray, 

, fprinkled with blackiih fpots, more frequent near 
the large end. /The male never deferts his mate 
in the time of -l^i^t^c^lhiing j he fits at night always 
at hand ; and if during the day he remove to 
a* flaort dift.ance, it is only to procure ' food. ' 
j^<^t^loufy has perhaj)!?, fome ihare In this exceflive 

' affldu^^;^-;' for thefe birds are of an amorous com
plexion : when two males meet in an orchard 
in the fpring, they fight ob^inately, one*
them is vanquiihed and expelled : and the com
bat is ftill more fierQ,e if they be lodged in the 
fame volery with only a fingle.^emale.

The parents feed their brood with caterpillars 
and infedls : they alfo eat thefe themfelves, but 
their ordinary fubfift'ence is fmali feeds, thofe of 
the white thorn, of poppy, of burdock, of the 

- rofe-tree, and eipeciia^fy beec^-inaft, rape and

‘ , * T^h^ofe caught with lime-twigs often die the inflant they are 
taken;

hemp'
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hemp feed. They feed alfo upon wheat and 
even 'oats, and ate expert in fhelling the grain 
to obtain the mej^ljr' fubftatice. Though rathet 
obftinate, th^^ can in time be inftiuidted. likb 
Gc^^^dllnches to perform fevetal little feats ; they 
learn to employ their wings and feet:to draw up 
the cip when they want to eat 'or drink.

■ . The Chaffinch 'fits oftener -fquatted than 
perched ; it never walks hopping, but trips 
lightly along the groundj and is. con^antly bufy 
in picking up fomething : its flight is unequal ; 
but when its nef^ is attacked, it' hovers above , 
fcreaming. ’ ,

This bird is fomewhat fmaller than our Spar
row, and.is too well known to require a minute. 
defcription. The fides of the head, the foi^^- 
part of the neik,- the breaft, ar?d the loins ar$ 
of a wine ' colc^i^r :'t^he uppe^-part of 'the head 
and of the body chefnut ; the' rump^olive, and' 
a' white fpot on the wing.' Iri' the female, 
the bill is’ more ilender, and the colours lefs 
bright than in the male ; but in both fexes the ' 
plumage is very fubje^ to vary. I have feen. 
a hen Chaffinch alive, caught on her eggs the 
yth of May, which differed from that defcribed • 
by Briffon : the uppe^part of its head and back 
was of a brown olive, a fort of gray collar fuir? 
rounded the neck behind, the bel^y ' and the lower 
coverts of the tail were white, &c. And of. ‘ . * * 
the males, fome have the up^^:^-part of the head

, H 4 arid
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and neck cinereous, and others of a brown* • • * 
chefnuf j in fome the quills of the tail neai^- 
fjft the two middle ones are' edged , with white, 
and in others they are entirely black. Does age 
occai^on thefe. flight differences ?

yocfBg-^haffinch was taken from its mother, 
when its tail-quills were fix lines in length, and 
the unde^-part of' its body was like that of its ■ 
mother j and the upper-part of a brown cine- 
reOqs; the rump olive; the wings were already 
marked with .-white' rays : but the edges of the 
fupei^^or .mandible' were not yet fcalloped near 
the point as in the adult males. This circum^ 

would lead me to fuppofe that the fcal- 
loping whic^c^oc^ui^s in many fpecies is not the 
primary organization, but is afterwards pro
duced by tjie aontinual prefTin^-^ olf the end of 
the lower mandible, which is rather ihorter, 
againl^ the fideS't^^ the upper.

All the Chaffinches have the tail forked, com- 
pofed of twelve quills-y the groupd- colour ,of 
their plumage is, dull cinereous, and ■ thefleih is pht 
good to eat:'. The period, of. the^ir'life is feven 
-or-eight years. •

,Total length . fix and One-third inches; the 
bill fix lines ; • the alar extent near ten inches ; 
the tail two and two-thirds, and ext(^nd-5' about, 
fixteen lines .beyond the wit^g^f^. [A] '

* [A] Specific charafter of the Chaffinch, Fringilla CasUbs, Li nh- 
■**. 1(5 j^i^nts are black ; its wing-quills white on both fides, the 

' ' ' ' • “ threq
I
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tliree fiirft without fpots, two of the tail-quills obliqu^y white.-* 
' Thus defcribed by BrLfon:—" Above it is duiky-^hefnut .j belojv 

“ wh^te tawi^jy; its rump green olive, (the lo^^r-part of the ne^^ 
and the bread wine.coloured in the male.) with a white fpot on 

“ the win^is; the lateral quills of the tail are black, the ontermoft 
“ dillingnilhed by an oblique 'white ^i^i^pe, the next ternjinatcd 

obliquely with white on the,infid^.”
•M

varieties ot the CHAFFINCH*.
♦ * '

Before the frequent variations which be 
^erceii^’ed in ChaiEnches bred in the fame^^c^un- 
try, others are* obferved in different climates 
wh^i^Ch are more permanent, ij^^nd which autt^t^^r^is 
have jt^dged worthy of drfcjcip^ioni The thfee 

have been found in Sw^eden,^' a’lnd thr”l■e- 
maining. two in Silefia.

J • •
I. The Ai^FiNCH C vfith i^lacb Ocrngingi^dl

tail. The wings ■ afe indeed • Hnticel^’ blkck, ,’Vut 
the-outer quills of the taig and the o'nH'nHxt"ta 
it, are edged with white on the outfide ' fI^Olht■'thr 

- middle. This bird-lc^dg^es among't^ee^s,* fays 
Linr^^us.

• This •Finch' is termed Fringilla Sj^bvia, in the Fauna Sueclca 
•J- Frinj’illa FlaviroJ^t^u Fujca> Syft. Nat.'Ed. x. ■ .

II. tr<
*
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II. The Brown Chaffinch *. It is dif- 
tinguiHied’ by its brown colour and its yellowifh 
bill, but the brown is not uniform, it is lighter 
on the-anterior part, and has a ihade of the 
cinereous and blackilb 'of the pofterior part. 

‘ This variety has black wings like, the preceding ; 
the legs are of the fame colour, and the tail^ forked. 
The Swedes call it '-Ri/kay according t6 Lir^-r 
naeus..

%
III. The Cresteq Brown Chaffinch. It 

is fire-coloured, and this charadter diftinguilhes 
it from the preceding variety, ' Lj^T^i^aeus faid in 

. 1746, that it was found on the northern part 
of Sweden, fiut twelve years afterwards he re
cognized it to be the Black Linnet of K^lein, 
and aflerted that jC inhabited every part of 
Europe. ' •

IV. The ' White Chaffinch It is 
very rare according to Schwenckfeld, and 
differs only in regard to colour from the 
Common’ Chaffinch. Gefner affirms, that -a ' 
Chaffinch was feen whofe plumage -was en-? 
tirely white.

• Fring'illa Flammea Fufca, Syfl. Nat. Ed. x. 
, f Fringi'iUa Schweji^ckfeld. ^■

V. The
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V. The Collared Chaffinch f-. 
crown of its head is white, and it has a collar
pf the fame colour ;-r^this bird was caiight in 
ihe woods near Kotzna. .

•• FriiiigilJa ^Torqut^tti, Schwcnckfeld,
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The B R A M B L IN G.
Buf^,Le Pinjtm 1^’A^ideni^e, 

Fring^Ui-Mcj^ifj-ir^gilla, Linn, and Gmel. 
Gefner, Aldrov. BriiT'. &c.

Tringilla Mont at)a, R^c^o^s^n. Orn. 
Tb^ Brambie, or Brambl;h'^;g, Will. ,
^he Mountain Fit^b, Ray, '

P- Erhaps this bird, which ingeneral is fuppofed 
to-^be the Mountain Finch, or Oi'ofpi%a of 

•Aiiftotle, is in fact his or' principal Finch ;
or our Common Finch or Chaffinch is his 
M^c^untain Finch. The following are the reafons 
which incline me to this cplnion. The ancients 
never made complete defcription*^, but feized a 
pr^ominent feature of an animal, whether in its 
ote^rior appearance or in its habits, and marked
it by an epithet. The Oro/plfsa^^ fays'Ariftotle *, 
is like the Spiza; it is fomewhat fmaller j its 
neck is-blue j and laftt;y, it inhabits the mountJinss** 
but all thefe are properties of the Chaffinch, and. 
fome of them belong, to it excluilvely. .

I. It is much like the Mountain Finch or 
Bi^ambling, as will appear from the comparifon ;

' and all fyftematic writers have clafled them to-^^ 
gether.

• It is fappofed to be Ariftotle’s or Mo^untatin Finch,
whofe female was termed or. Golden Mitred. In Ger
man, Rmvert, Schiiee-Finck, Wit^tt^f^-Fimk; in Swifs, W'alii-Finclt,- 

: in Swet^ill^^ Notrirquint.
2. The
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• 2. The dhaffinch is rather fmal’^r than the

Brambling, according to naturalifts, and which 
agrees-'witlhrt^yown obfeirations. >

3. In the Chaffinch, the UPper-parts of the 
head and of the neck are of a bluifli cinesret^ius; 
whereas in the Brambling thefe are varied 
/^ith glofly black and yellowifh gray.

4. We have already remarked; on the autho
rity of Olina, that in Italy the Chaffin’ch retires

, in fummer to breed an^<ong the mountains ; and, 
as the climate o^ Cr^eece is little difFererlt jrr<^i»t 
•:hat of Italy, We ma;y .infer from analogy, it will^ 
there alfo have the fame habits *.. -

5. Laftly, the Spiza. of Ariflotle appears to
refort, according ' to that philofopher, to the warm. 
regions during fummer, and to prefer the cold 
climates in winter ■}. But this agrees better with 
the. Brambling than’with the Chaffinches, ilnce 
of thefe a great proportion never migrate, while 
the former not only are birds of pafTage, but 
' ' . X

• Frifch afferts that the Bramblings come from the mQui^i^almt
in autumn, and when tliey return they direft their courfe to the 
north. The Marquis de Piolen^, who has given me feveral notes 
on thefe birds, allures me that they leave the mountains' of Savoy 
and Dauphiny in and do hot return ti^i- Febr^^i^^^.
T^hefe periods correfpdnd well with the time when they are feen to pafs ' 
and repafs in B^^gu^^;^.—Perljaps both thefe fpecies refemble each 
other in preferring 'moun^iiins. , ' .

t Aldrovandus pofii^iivi^^y af^^^rts, that this takes place in the 
. oeig^hbourhood pf Boli^^tn.: Lottinger informs me^ that fome ' 

appear’in" l^^rri^^^^e^^^om the end of Augu^, but tlia: large ^.ocks 
arrive towards tlie end 0/ Odtober, and even later. / '

generally'
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generally arrive in the depth of winter *. in th^ 
different countries whiclh. they 'vifit. This is 
evinced by experience, -and is confirmed by the 
appellations of Winter-Finch, and Snow-Finch, 
which they have received-in various places.

From all thefe epnfiderations, it feems probable 
thaf the Brambling is- the Sp'i'za of A^rit^otle‘, and ' 
the Chaffinch his Oi^rO'piiza, .

The Bramblings do not breed in our climates ; 
they arrive in different years in immenfe flocks. 
The tune of their paffage is the autumn and 
.winter : often they retire in eight ' or ten day^s}> 
and-fometimes they remain till the fprihg. Dur
ing their flay, they confort with the Chaffinches, 
and, like thefe, feek concealment in. the thick 
foliage. Vaft bodies of them appeared in Bur
gundy - in the winter of 1774, and'others in ftill 
more numerous flocks wrer<5 feen in the cou'ntt^;y , 
of Wir^temberg about the end of Decenib'er 1775, 
which eveiry evening repofed in a valley adjoinV ■ 
iog to the banks of the Rhine f, and commenced

• Hi/l. Antm. lib. viii.' 5. ‘
. f Lottinger afTerts perhaps too' gener<illy, that in the 'day-time 
they fpread through the forefts the plain, and in the evening 
retire to the moun^;ains. This cont^^^is not invariable, but feems ' 
'to be aflfeifted by fituation and circuml^ances. ■

A l^ock’of more than three hundred 'were feen this year in our 
ne'ighbourhood; it halted three or four days in the fame place, 
which is mountainous. They always alighted on the fame chef
nut-tree, and when ^red at, f^ofe alT at o'nc^, and coi^l^l^antly dir^^ed 
thqir courfe to the north fnd noirth-eaft.

- Note 0/ the Marquis Piolenc.
' their

    
 



THE BRAMBLINC?. jir

their flight with.t^he earlieU; dawn : the ground 
• was covered with their excrements. The fame
■ occurrence was obferved in the year 1735 aud in
■ 1757** Never perhaps were fo many of thefe 

birds feen in Lorraine, as in the winter of 1765: 
more than fix hundred dozen, fays Lottinger, 
were killed every night in the pine-forefts, which 
are four or five leagueisfromSarbourg. Thepeople 
were not at the pains to ihoot them, they knocked 
them down with fwitches- ; arid though this fnaf- 
facre lafted the whole winter, the body was 
fcarce perceptibly thinned. Willoughby tells us, 
that many are feen im the neighbourhood of 
Venice, no doubt ’ in the time of pairaj^<j; but 
-no where do they appear fo regularly as in the 
forefts' of WeifTemburg, which are plentifully 
ftpcked with beeches, and confeque'htly afford 
abundance of maflt, of which they are fo fond, ,. 
that they eat it d^^. and night; they live alfo on all 
forts of fmall feeds. I fuppofe that thefe birds 
'remain in.their native climate as long as they ,

, can procure the proper food, and quit it only 
when fcarcity obliges them to ihift their quarters J

- a* leaft, it' is certain • that the plenty of their fa
vourite feeds is not fufficient to draw them to ■ 
a • country, and even to one'with which they' 
are' acquainted : for in 1774, when there was 
abundance of beech - maft in Lorraine, the ' 
Bramblings did not appear, but took a difterent '

. • Ge^s^il^te d'AgrJcHlture, Ann. 1776'. .
- « route:
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route : however, 'n the* following year, feveral' 
, Socks were feen, though there was a fca:rcity of

maft When they arrive among us, they' are 
not -Ihy, but allow a perfon to go very , near 
them. They ^y clofe together, arid alight arid 
rife ib the faniie compadt body ; and for this 
reafon twelve or fifteen of them mav be killed 
at one ihol^.. .

When they feed in-the fields, they are ob
served •• to. perform the fame manoeuvres as the 
pigeons ; a few always precede, and are follow
ed by the reft ^of the flock. -

Thefe birds, we feie, are known and fprerid 
through all parts of Europe ; but they are not 
confined to our quarter of the globe. Edwards 
obferved fome that were brought from Hud- 
fbn’v^bay, under the name of Sinoo^-l^irds ; and 
people wlio traded to that counl^iry aflured him 
that they were the firft which appeared every 
year on thb return of fpring, before even the--, 
ihows were melted. >

The flelh' of the Bramblings, though fome- 
what bitter, is good to eat, 'and undoubte<^^;y 

than that bf the Chaffinch. Their plu
mage is alfo more varied, more.beautiful, an^' 
more .glo.ffy ; but their fong is far from • being 
fo.pleafant, and it has been compared to t^he 
fcreech of the owl f and the mewing of the . 
eat They have' two cries ; the ohe' a fort:.

• I owe thefe faSts to Mr. Lbttinger. f Belon. t OUniJ.
■ of

    
 



THE BRAMBLINGS. 113

of chirping, and the other which they utter 
when they fit on the ' ground refernbles that of 
the Stone-^ci^£i* but as neither fo ftrong nor 
fo clear: Though by nature endowed with 
fo few talents, thefe bir^ds^ are fufceptible of in- 
ftrudti<^nj and when kept near another whofe ■ 
Warble is more pleafant, their fong gradual^^ 
mellows, and comes to refemble that which they, 
hear*. But to have a juft idea of, their mufic, 
we niuflt liften to them in the time of hatch'mjg; 
it is then, when chanting the hymn of love, that 
birds difpla^, their true warble. ,

A fowler, who had travelled, ' afliired me that 
thefe birds are bred in Luxembi^rr^; that they 
make their nefts in the' moft branchy firs at a 

confiderable heigl^t; that they begin about the 
end of April , that the^ employ the long mofs 
of firs .for the outfide, and hair, wool, atid fea
thers for the lininjEj; that the female lays four 
or five, yellowiih fpotted egj^js; and that they 
begin to flutter from branch to branch about 
the end of May.

The Brambling is, according to Belon, a cou-^’ 
.r^ag^eous bird, and defends itfel^f with its bill to 
the laft gafp.' All agree that it is of a more ea^y 

. temper than the Cbafl^.nch, and jnore readily 
enfnared. Many of them are killed in certain 
fowli^ng^-^ma^tches which are frequent in the coun
try of W<iiTeeubi^irg, and which 'deferve to be re

* Ollna,

I lated.VOL, IV.

    
 



U4 the B R AMBLING;

lated. The fowlers affemble at the little- town 
of Bergzabern ; on the evening of the day, ap
pointed, they difpatch fcouts to remark the.ti^ees 
on which the Bramblings commonly pafs the 

- night, and which are generally the pitch-pines, 
and other ever-greens ; the fcouts, after their 
return, ferve as guides for the compan^y, which 
fet out in the evening with torches and ftmoting- 
trunks *. The birds are dazzled with the glare, 
and killed; by pellets of dry earth difcharged 

‘ from the trunks. They ihpot very near, left 
they ihould mifs ; for if a bird chanced to be 
wounded, -its cries would fcare away the flock.

The principal food o^ thefe birds, when kept 
in a cage, is panic, hem]p-feed, and beec^'- 
ma^^- Olipa fays that they live four or five 
years. • >

Their plumage varies: in ibme males the 
throat is black ; in /others, the head is entirely 
white, - and the colours in general lighter -f. 
Frifch remarks, that the young , males are not fo 
black at their arrival, and that thejnferior co
verts of their Wings are not fo vivid a yellow as 

, at.tl^e^i^^‘,^e^parture. Perhaps a more, advanced 
‘ age - occafions ftill other differences between, the 

' iexes, and ma^.j^c^count -for the diveffity „o:^ 
defcriptions. f

, The Brambling which I obferved weighed an
. ounce ; its face was black ; the upper-part of its'

Sfi-bacanes. f Aldrovandai;.

' h'caff,

    
 



Tli E BR AMBLING.

head, neck, and back, varied with yellowifli- 
gray, and giofTy-black ; the throat, the fore-part 
of the neck, the breaft, and the rump, ru'ft-co'- 
loured ; • th^‘ finaii coverts of the bafe of the 
wing,' yeiiow-oi’ange ; the others formed two 
tranfverfe raj^s of a yeiiowifh-white, feparated 

■ by a broader black bar j ail tiie quills 6f the 
wing, except the three firft, had on their outer 
edgjie, where the great coverts terminate, a white 
fpot, about five lines long ; the fucceilion of 
thefe fpots formed a third White ray, -twhich was 
parallel to the two others when the wing was 

• expanded, but when the 'wing was doled it ap
peared only like an oblong fpot almoft^- parallel 
to the fide' of the quills ; lafUy, thefe quills were 
of an exceedingly fine black, edged 'with white. 
The fmall inferior coverts of the wings next the 
body were diftinguifired by their beautiful yel
low colour. ' The quills of the tail were blacky ; 
edged -with, white, or whitifii ; the tall forked ; 
the flanks fl^r^e^aked with blat^lc; the legs^' of 'a 
brown-olive ; the nails flightly incurvated, the^. 
hind one the flrong^e^^ of all ; the edges of the 

' upper mandible fcalloped near the point, the edges
of the lower one fitted into the upper j ‘ and the 
tongue parted -it the tip into feveral delicate • 
filaments.

The inteftinal tube was fourteen inches long ; 
the gizzard was mufcular, coated ' with a carti
laginous' membrane flightly adhering, and 'pre
ceded by a dilatation of the cefophag^u^ and alfo

' ' ' 1 i by
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✓

by a craw of five or fix lines diai^<^tc^r; the 
whole was filled with fmall feeds without a 
fingle ,.pebble. T did'not fee a or gall-

■ bladder. '
The female.has not the oraftgie.fpot at the 

bafe of the bill, nor the fine yellow colour of 
the lower coverts j the throat is of a lighter ru
fous J and it has a cinereous caft on the crown 
of the he^^d, and behind the neck.

Total length fix inches and- one-ifoi^rtti; bill • 
.fix lines and a hallf; alar extent ten inches \ tail 
two inches and onr-thitd, and reaches about fif
teen lines beyond the wings. [A]

* •I
[A] Speciiic cJiara<flrt of the Brambl^g, Fringilla Mo^tiJ'rin-^ 

gilla. Link.—** The bafe of its wings very yellow below.’* 
Btii^on thus drfctibrs it:—Male. “ Above black, the -margins of 
** - the,quills tawn;y, below wh^l^(t; the rump bright whil^ie; the 
“ lower part the neck and the btraft , diIu^^(^-l•ufo^u; the lateral^- 

tail-quills blackiih, thrit outn* margins yrlloWi(h white, the nuun*- 
has its firft haljf white rxtrtiotI^.^^ “ Abpvr

*• duH^jy, the margins of its quills gray-tj^w^ny^ below ruipp
bright whil^e; lower part the neck and the breaft gray-tawi^j'; 
the lateraJl tail-quills dul^:y, thrii" outer margins yellowiih white,, 

** the ' outermoft has its firft ha^jf white extrtiol^l^;y.” . -
The Bramblings fometimes yiiit Britain in vvi^t^^i'.

M

.The,
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The LAPLAND FINCH.

ZiT Gtraud-Moniaitt, BufiF. 
Ffingilla Linn.
Fringilla BriT. and l^Iein.
Frin^iUa Caharaia, Pall. 
Moi^tUfringilli^ Conjrenei^', Aldr. 
Gneafer Br^blit^, Alb. • .
Tbt Lapland Finch, Penn, and Lathi

This bird is ..the largeft of the Eur<^]^<^a^r^- 
Finches. Klein fays -that it is equal in bulk to„. 
the lark. It is-foUnd -in Lapland, Torneo. 
Its head is blackiih, varied with a rufty-white 
colour, and marked on each fide *^ith a white - 
ray, which rifes from the eye, and defcends 

'along the necic; the neck, throat, and bread, 
are o^ a ' light-rufous co^l^i^ir; .the belly, and the 
iiind part, whii^ts; the tippeir-part of the body 
ruft'y, variegated with brown ; the wings blackly 
edged with ' pale-^;yellow and greeniih, and croflpd 
witli a w^liite ray the tail forked, compofed of- 
twelve quills that are almoft black, and edged 
•^i.th yellowifh ; the^" biU horn-coloUred, and , 
deeper near the point j the legs black.

Total length fix inches and a haljf ;''bill feven 
lines, and' the legs and mid-toe the fame ; alar 
extent eleven inches and a hal:f j tail two inches 
and a half, and ftretches ten lines beyond thq 
wings. [A]

[A] Specific charafter of tlic FringiiUa Liappi^j^ii^ca, Linn Its
",i^ead is black, its body gray and black, its eye-brows white, its 

outermoft tail-quills marked with a wedge-ihaped white I^t^t.”
. • ’3

«

    
 



• I18 THE SNOW vF INCH.

It inhabits Gieenland in the fummer, lays in June, and foon redres. 
It ia found alfo in Lapland, and in the northern parts Siberia, 
It appears in November at Hudfoi^’i^-ba^y, where it paffes the win
ter among the junipeii bufhes. It fings nearly like the Linnet, but 
has a loftier and better fupported flight. It trips on the ground 
like a Lark, picking up feeds. %

- M

. I

The SNOW-I^ H^.

Le Pinfon de ou la NiverOo^lk, Buff.
Pringilla-Ninit^liit Linn. Gmcl. and BriT. .

This j^a^jpt^llatipn is probabl;y founded pn the ‘ 
white colour of the throat, breaft, and all the 
under-part of this bird ; and alfo on the, circum- 

of its (i^l^cibiiiing the cold countries,^, and 
fcarcely appearing in temperate climates, except 
in wipter when the ground is covered with 
fnow. Its wings and tail are blacj;, and whil^ie ; 
the head, and upj^e^r-p^rt of the neck,, cinereous, 
Jin Which it refembles the Chaffinch the, upper 
part of the body of a gray-brown, varied with 
lighter coll^i^r; Jthe fuperior coverts of the tail 
entirely, black, and alfo the biiJl and legs. , 
■ Total length feven inches ; the bill feven 
lines; the legs nin'e lines and a ,half';. alar 
tent twelve inches ; the tail two ' inches and fe- 
veh lines, and ftfetches eight or nine lines be
yond the wings. [A]

[A] Specific chai^r^iiler the Fringilla Novali^i: — " It is .black,, 
“ below fnowy,^the fecondary quills of the wing and the coverts 
«v^4iit^e.-* It is feven inches long, • .*

■ ■ ■ ■ ' M
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The BROWN '‘GROSBEAKS. .
t

Le Bruti^r*, BufF.
Lo;^iia Fufea, Linn, and Gmel. ' .

This is the fmallef^ of all the Finches, Its 
throat, breaft, and all the uppei^-part of the 
body of an orange reddiih ; the head, and all 
the under-part of the bod^y, is of a deep brown j 
but the feathers are edged with a lighter fhade, 
which produces a mixed colour ; laftly, the bill 
is white, and the legs brown. " -

Edwards, to whom ‘we. are Indebted for ouf 
knowledge of this bird, could not difcov^ir from, 
what coun^:ry it came. Lini^aeus fays that it is 
found in India. • ' ? ’ '
' /Total length, three inches and one-fourth ; 

■ bill, \hree lines and a half^ legs, four lines and 
a hal^ ; tail' ohe inch, and extends fix • lines be- 
yond'the wings. [A] . . ■

f, t Br^un-^ttoir, or brown-b'.a^k. ' >

[A] ‘Specific chai'a^er of ’the Loxia Fa/ca‘It Is dufky'j 
' *• bellow Wutiih the wing>quil1s from the third to the ninth' are 

" entirely white.” It inhabits Africa And Bengal, It is nes^irr;y 
of the bulk a Can^ary.

M
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The COWPEN FINCH.

Lt Brunet, BufF.
Fringilla Petoris, Gmel. 
Fringilla Vt^rg'niana, Briff.

' The prevailing colour of this bird is brown ; 
but it is lighter under the body. Catefby ^ells 
us that it is an inhabitant of Vir^ginia, • and that 
it aflbciates with the red-wing orioles-and the 
purple grakles,: he adds, that it loves to -haunt 
the, cow-pens, • and hence its name ; and that it 
is never feen in fumtlier.

. . * • .
Total lengthy- fix inches and three-fourths ; 

the bill' fev^ii lines j The tail two inches and a 
half, and ejitends fifteen lines beyond the wings ; 
the legs eleven lines, the mid-toe»the fame. [A]

' f A] Specific chi^i^i^iiler of the Fringilla Pecoris: It is ■
f* below more ^lute, the tail fomiewhat fo^iked,” It is larger than 

Engliih Bullfinch. ■
' ‘ M; '

The BON AN -A FINCH^,
* »

- I

Le Bon^ner, ‘Buff.'
Fringilla Je^maica, Linn. Gme^l. Briff,
PaJJer Ceerifleo-^Fu/cus, Ray, Sloan, J^i^iin.
Embt^eTiKa Resn^gibus ReBriiiUt/que Nijgris, Amsen. A<, 

_ Gray 'Grojii^a^K, Brown's Jam.
■ • z

This bird delights to perch on the banana, or 
' boriana, which has given occafion to its name. 

’I'he feathers of the uppe^-part of the body are 
. ■ filky,

    
 



THE BQNANA FINCH^^ J2i

filky, and dull blue ; the belly variegated with 
yellow ; the wmgs and tail cf'a’dull-blue, bor
dering on green ; the legs black ; the head large 
in proportion-to the body ; the- bill ihort, thick, 
andjround.

This bird inhabits Jamaica.
Total length four inches and a halJf ; the bill 

four lihe^fr ; the alar extent eight inches And fome 
lineaj the tail about fixteen lines, and llrctches 
five or fix .lines beyond the wings. [A]

[A] Specific chafafler of the Fring^Ua Jam^a It is gray,
its bread gi^een-ccerulean, the quells of its tail and wings black.’’ 

Jt is of the bulk of th6 Silkin, and five inches long.
1 ’ M .

The' ORANGE FINCH.
Ze Pitifon fl Tete Nt^ire Buffd
Fringilla.Zena, Linn. * .
Fr^ngi^Ua, BaFameti^s, BriT. and Klein. 
The Bahama Fincb,, Gatef^;y.

• The head, back, and fcapular feathers, afe 
bla^lt; but on each fide of the . head - are'two . 
white rays, one of which pafles above, and the 
other below the eye. The neck is black before 
and dul^, i^ed behind, which is fpread over the 
rump, and the fupcrior coverts of the tail ; «the 
throat is yellow ; the breaft, orange ; the belly 
is white as far as the lower coverts of the taih, . 'id

* /. e. ^^ack ahd White-^headed Finch^ > ' ' *
and

    
 



•.j2^ THE ORANGE FINC^H, '
t

and including them ; the tail is ^rown, and .the 
wings are of the fame colbur, but have a whitd 

" tranfverfe 'ray. .
L This bird is very common in Bahama, and in 
many other tropical parts of Amei^ica. It is 
nearly of the fize of the Common ChafEnch •; it 
weighs fix

Total length ^x inches and one-fourth ; .the' 
bill feven lines j the tail two inches and t^ne- 

' third,(and' extends about fifteen lines beyond. the 
wi^ngs. [A] ,i ' I

(A] Sp^'cifi^'chaj^i^iiler Of t}ie'Jrtnyt/lrl Z^^na.— " lit Ss liO^i^Ic* 
below whjte, a line above and below the eye bright whil^^i the 

' ** brAaft fulvous.”
M

'The TOWHE BUNI^ING.

Le Pinfon Iff in aux Peux, Rot^u^t^s'*, Buff. 
EmieriAr Erythrophthalma, Gmel. 
Fringilla E^r^^■h’ropl^tl^lr^>^l^:,. Linn. 
^tn^^gtilJ^a Carolirienfts, Bi’iiT.

I
Black predominates on the upper-part ‘of this 

bird (on the top ■ of the breaft, acc^irding to 
Cate:fby) and on the ' quills' of the wings, and 
the tail'J}the latter, however, are ’edgt^t^' with 
white ; the middle of the belly is white j the 

. reft of the under-part of the body dull red * . 'lie 
back black ji'the’eyes red ; and the legs brown.

.■ c ‘ Black Finch with red eyes The Li^nnxan appella-
iioa alfo of Eryi/^i^i^ofhihalma ^sfudfaipexprefsfy the fame’.

\ The

    
 



THE TOWHE BUNTING^ 123,
* •

The .female is entirely brown, with a red tinge 
on. the breaft. ‘ '

Tlisj'. bird is found in Carolina ; it goes in 
pairs, and lodges in the thickeft woods j it is of 
the bulk, of a Crefted Lark.

Total length eight inches j the bill eight lines; 
the legs fixteen line^; the tail three inches, and 
exl^ends about twenty-feven lines beyond the 
wings, from »^lilch circuml^ance we may infer 
that it cannot fly to a great diflance. [A]

[A] Specific .charaTter oT \^sF!mbi^^ixa FirjihrophthaHma : — ** It 
« is black Ttiining with red, the lower belly tawn'y, with a y^l^ins 
" Tpotxin the wings.”

‘ . • M ‘

The -BLACK and, YELLOWI^l^NCH. -

Le . P^n/on y^<^uni. Buff.
Fringilla Cafi^^is Bonn^ S-^t^i, BrifT.

The -general colour of this bird is velvet-black* 
which fets oflf the 'beautiful yellow that- prevails 
on the 'bafe of the wing, the rump, and the Su
perior coyerts of the tail, and which borders the 
large quills of 'the wings. The fmall quills, and 
the. great coverts, are edged with gray ; the bill 
and legs - are alfo gray. .
..Th^i^s bird was fent from the Cape of C^c^od, 
Hope, and is of the fize of an ordinary ChaJf- 
flqch^* ‘
' ■ CI ’ 1 * « j *
, U * Total

*

i *u

    
 



'124 .'THE BLACK AND YELLOW fInCH. »
' TotaMength above fix inchies; the bill eight 
lines J the legs twelve line^; the mid-toe ten 

' lines, the hind-toe nearly as long j' alar extent 
ten inches and one-fourth ; the tail two inches 
and two lines, and ili^etches twelve 'lines beyond 
the wings. •

t

. The LONG-BILLED FINCH.

Le Pinfm a. Bee, BufF.
Fringilla Ln^n^^iroji^is• Gmel.

. Fringilla Scnegalenjis, BrifT. ■
I

The head and throat are _ black ; the upper--. 
part of the body varied with brown and yel
low, the under-part with yellow-orange ; it has, 
.a chefn'ut collar ; the quills of the tail are olive- 
on the—^^itfide, the great quills of the tail are 
the fame colour, tipt with brown ; (he middle 
ones brown.^. edged with yellowilh ; the bill and 
legs gray brown. Jt was fent from Senegal. Its, 
bulk nearly that of the Common Chaiihnch. ! .

, ' Total length fix inches and 'One-fourth-j thei 
bill nine lines ; the 'legs eleven lines j the mid^ 
fOe‘ ten Unes ; the alar extent ten inches ‘and ’ 
cne-fourth; .the tail-two inches and'a half, and. , 

' reaches an inch beyond- the wings. It has the 
longeft bill -olf all the known Finches. [Aj ,

[A] Theff^ecific charafter :—“ It is variegated with dul^y and 
! ** yellow, oranjei^ below, the’ tail olive, the head and throai^, blacky

the collar ^yi*’ ' -
■ M‘
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■ The CHINESE FINCH^.

LOliivette, BufF. ■
Fringilla Si^t^it^txi Linn. 
Frin^illii Sinenjis, Briin'.

.The bafe of the bill, the cheeks, the throat, 
thd fore-part of the neck, and the fuperior co
verts of the tail, are of an olive-green ; the 
upper-part of the head, and of the body, of an . 
olive-brown, with a flight rufous tinge on the 
back, the rump’, and the coverts of the wings 
next the bod^j the tail black, edged with wiiite, ■ 
and tipt with whitiih j the breaft and the bej^ly 
j^ufc^Us, mixed with yellow j the in^srior coverts 
of the tail an^ of the wings, of a fine yellow ; 
the bill and' the legs yellowifli. It is neai^Jly of 

. the fize of a Linnet. The female has ‘ the co^ ■ 
lours, as ufual, more dilute. '

Total length five inch^^ ; the bill- 'fix lines ; 
the legs fix lines and a hal^ j mid-toe feven 
lines j alar extent eight inches and one-third ; 
the tail twenty-one lines, forked, and projedling 
only five or fix lines beyond the wings. [A]

. [A] T^be fpecifiq charait^e^j-.- — *' Olive-i^ufous, below brjck^-,
*' coloured, the quills of the wings and tail yellowilh at the bife.’* 
Briifbn defcribes it as " duOky-olive, below taw^^^-yellow.; the 
" fore-part of the head, -ind the lower part of .thq neck grcen- 
.* oli^'^^(s} ll^e ^rft hal:f of the tail-quills y^Uow^ifl^^ the other •

black ; the tips of the wings whit^fh.”
M

The
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The EUSTACHIAN FINCH.

Pinfon Jejune Rot^^e'*, BufFI '
Fringilla Ftfit^l^'i^, Gmel.
fTrittgilla Infulte St. Fufiachii, 'BrifT. and Klein, 
PaJfeir Africa^nus Exi/^ius, Seba.

V

Yellow predominates on the throat, the neclr, 
the head, ‘ and all the upper-part of the body^j 
on all the extremities, viz. the bill, the legs, the 
wi^ngs, and the tail : thefe two colours meeting 
together form a beautiful orahg<f on the breaft, 
and on ’all the lower-part of the body. On each 
fide of ..the head there is a blue fpot immediately 
below^‘ the eye.

Seba fays that this bird was fent from. the 
ifland of St. Euftatius, and he calls it the African 
Finch;' probab^^;y-l^ecaufe this author knew an 
iiland of St. Euftachius jn Afiica wery differeht 
from that ^<it^ii:h commonly goes under that 
name, which' is one of the Little Antilles. It is 

, nearly of the fize of the Chaffinch.
. Total length five inches and a halif ; the bill fix 
lines . J' the legs fix lines and a 'halJf ; the mid-toe 
feven lines ; the tail twenty-one lines,’ and ex-, 
tends abolit ten lines beyond the wings. [A^ 

, \,i. e. The Yellow and Red Finch.

[A] Specific charafter : — Yellow, gold-colour below, with 
** a co^i-ulean fpot below the eyes, the winjgs and tail red.**, Brif- 
fon's defcription is precifely the fame.

' ' M
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The- VARIEGATED ' FINCKS.

La Teuiite, Buff. .
Fringilla Fr^i^ii^e^^ata, Gmel.
Fringilla naria llovts Hi/^c^^iia, Briff. '

Seba gives this bird the name of Twite, which 
it received in New , Spain, and which feems bor
rowed from its -crj.*

This charming bird has its head of a light 
red, mixed with purple _j the breaft of two forts 
of yelli^w; the bill yellow; the legs red; all tlie 
reft, variegated with red, white, yellow, and 
blu^; laftly, the wings arid .tail edged with 
white. It is nearly of , the, fize of the Common 
Chaffinch, , • , .

Total length, five inches and two-th:^^<^!S; the 
bill C^x lines apd a half; the, legs eight lines j 
the midrtoe fevcn lines i and a halif ; ijhe tail 
two inches, and’ it ftretches eleven lines be
yond the [AJ
" ' f . •*

“ [A] Specific ‘‘ Variegated with red,' yellow, coe*
»* rulean» and white, the breaft. clouded with yeltowiih, the tail

quills with’a.wM(^(^;jnargin.” ‘Briflbo defcribes it, “variegated. 
“ like marble, with red, yeljpw, ca^i^i^Il^an, and white, the head 

tinged with a faint red mixed with purpll:; the breaft whi^ifh, 
' *< fl^^ded with deep yellow j the tail-quills edged with whlt<;.”

' m' '

• The
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The frizzled FINCH^.

Lt Pinfon Frije, Buflf. ■
Fringilla Ciifpa, Linn. Gmel. and Briff.
72it Btai^k andyiU'w FrixsJtd Edw.

■ In Poriugu^tf^, Beco de Prata.

This bird owes its name to the frizzled fea
thers on its bill and back. Its bill is white ; its 

' head and neck black, as if it were a hood of 
that colour ; the uppei^-part of the body, includ
ing ■ the quills of the -tail and of the wings, brown 
olive ; the under-part- of the body yellow ; the 
legs deep brown.

As this' bird came from Portugal, it is pre
fumed that it was fent from the principal fet- ■ 
tlerhents of that nation, viz. the kingdom of 
A^ngola in Afi^ica, or from BraziL

It is nearly pf the fize of the Common 
Chaffinch.

Total length five inches and a halff; .the bill 
five or fix lines j the tail is compofed of twelve 

.. equal quills, and extends twelve or -thirteen - lines 
beyond the wings. [A] ' .

' [A] Specific ch;^ir^(^eeOlive, yellowilh betow, the head 
** blacjs, with many rcflefted feathers.” Briflbn defcribes it, ^'rob- 

ed in frizzled feathers, dull olive above, yellowilh below ; the 
•» head- and neck the tail-quills 'of a faint b^iiv^; the bill

w^^te.”

.The
t
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The COLLARED FINCH^.

■ Le Pinfon a double collier, BuiF.
Fringilla In^ica, Gmel. 
Fringilla Torquata Indica, BrifV 
•In Bdrtugu^lf;, Collberinbo.

, This bird has two half-collars, tbe one before 
and the other behind j the firft is black, and' is • 
the lower of the two, the other is whii^f:; the 
breaft alfo, and all the under-part of the bod^y 
is ftained' with ruf^-coll^i^r; the throat, the ring 
of the bill and eyes of a pure whittle; the head 
bla^lcj all the uppeir-part of thobody cinei'eou'i 
brown, which grows lighter on the fuperior co--, 
verts of the tai; the great quills pf the wings 
black ; the middle ones and the fuperior coverts 
black, edged with a glof^y reddii^ bro’wn; the 
bill black, and the legs brown. Bi-iffon fays that 
it is a native of India. It i? as large as th^ 
Chaffinch. -

Total, Jength about five inch^^; the bill fix 
lines J the tail twenty lines j it donfifls of twelve * 
equal quiils, and projeits tbn lines beyond the 
wings. [A] , , .

[A] The Specific Cinereous dulky rufous-whiite
« bellow; the bill, the head, the '^ripe on thp throat, the quills of ' 
et -th? wings and thcii^, coverts, the r^oot of. the bill, the orbits, 

, et and the upp^r-part of the neck, whit^.” Thus defcribed by 
]}riiron i ' Cinereous dul^y above, white below, Bai^ned with tawi^ju; 
ft the head and tranfverfe fltripe on the lo^^ir-part of the neck 
ft black ; the fmall feathers at the bafe of the bill, the fpace 
fl about the eyes and the throat wh^i^e; the collar whii^iiii; .th?^- 
,t quills of the wings black, the fmaller ones edged with rufou:^;

• ft the tail-quills cinereoi^j^-^t^i^fl^j^.” .
voj,. iv,* K' . The
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The MARYGOLD GROSBEAK*

Le N^ir^-Soiu^i, BufF. 
Loxi^^ Bot^<irienjis r Gmel.

I have formed an appellation for this new fpe
cies ' from the two principal colours of its plu
mage ; • the ' throat, the fore-part of the neck, 

' and the breaft are marygold (fouci) ; the under
part of the body, blackiih (noi‘raire); the quills 
of the wings and of the tail alfo 'bla'ckifh, edged 

, exterio:rly with blue ; the head and the upper
part of the neck of the fame colour ; • the belly 
and the inferior coverts of the tail fulphur 
yellow ; the bill blac^ifli, ihort, ftrong, and con
vex ; the inferior mandible lighter coloured j 
the noftrils round, placed in the bafe of the 
bill, and perforated j the tongue femi-cartilagi^- 
i^tous and forked ; the legs reddiih brown ; the 
mid-toe jc^ined to the’ outer one by a membrane, 
as far as the firft articulation j the outer toe the 
largeil, and its hail the ftrongeft ; the nails are 
ill general Iharp, hooked, and fcooped.

■ Thefe birds appear in pairs j and the male and 
. female feem to bear a mutual and JVaithful at- 

.tachm^i^^tt: they fr^equent the cultivated fields, 
and gardens, and live on herbs • and feeds.

. ♦ Speclfi^<c charadter :—"Bh^<^kHh, yellowifh below, the head
. and upp^i^^p^rt of the neclk carUlean, the neck and 'breaft 
" tawny.*' ' , ,

Commerfon,
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Commerfon, who firft irltroduced them to our 
acquaintance, and w,ho obferved them at Buenos- 
Ayres in the month of SejJthmber, affigns their 
rank between the Finches and the Gi^c^^eaks. 
He fays they are of the fize of a Sparrow.

Total length feven- inches; the bill feven lines; 
alar extent eleven inches and a hallf; the tail 

, thirty-three lines, and conlifts of twelve equal 
quillis; the wings have feventeen quills, and the 

Tec^ond and third are -the longeft of all..

K' 2
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The ■Wl • D O^s S.
Lus Veuu^i^'it BplF,

All the fpecies of Windows are iqhabitani^s. 
of A^i^i^ca ; but they are not entirely con

fined to that region, for, they oqcijt .in‘Afia, and 
even in the Philippine Iflands. They all have 
a conical bill of fufficient ftrength to break' the^ 
jfeeds on which they feed : they all are diftici- 

‘ giiiihed by a ’ long tail^ . or rather by long feathers, 
which in moft of the males accoimp^^jny the triie • 
tail, and are inferted above or below itsjojrijgin : 
laftly, all, or nearl;y all of th'eiri, are 'to
tw^o‘ ahriual moultings, the iiitervraLl' between 
which correfponda to the rainy feafoh, arid lafts • 
fix or eight months, during which the ' pa’ale’s 
lofe not only their long tail, but their rich colour 
and plealant warble *j and it is not before the 
return of luring that they recover the' attributes - 
or ornaments of their fex‘. * '

The females undergo the ti’ut ■
not only is the change lefs-perceptible iii-them, 

, but the colours of their plumage are not 'j^ 'nliich 
aifeited. '

•^1 T^he melod:y of theiir foi^jg is one of the reafons that^-inducea _ 
Edwards to clafs' them with the 'fih^c^hes rather than^Wth the 
Sparrows. ■ ' ' *

$ . The
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The period'of the firft moulting in the y^oung 
males muft eviden^’ly depend on the time' of their 
birth : thofe of the earlieft hatch afilime their 
long tail in May ; but thofe hatched lateft in 
the feafon, do not alTume it till September or 
C^£t:ober.

Travellers ajTert that the W'id^ows conftr^u£l 
^t^<^iir neft with cotton, and that they divide it 
into two ftories the upper being deftined for 
the male, . atid the under for the female. - It is . 
poilible to afcertain this circumftance in Europe, 
and even in France, where by a careful atten
tion the Widows may be made to lay and hatch, 
Sts .is fiiccefsFullly prad^^fed in Holland. "

, Thefe birds are lively and volatile, and are 
, cqnftantly railing . and dropping the tail : the^^ 
are very^, fond of bathing, not at all fubji^<d 
to difeafes, and live twelve or fifteen years. 
They are fed with a mixture of fpikenard and 
millet ; and by vva;y of cooling, they have 
leaves of, fucct^^^y. * ,

It is fomewhat odd that the ^na^ine of Widows,> ■ ‘ *nby which they are now generally known, arid - 
which feems to be very applicable to both,becaufe 

-ojf the black that predominates in their plu
mage, and becaufe their train at the ■ tail, _ 
owed its Gigin to there miftake. The Portu-

Kid/; Kolben’s defcription of the ' iCajpe of Good Hope. It 
appears ycry proltablc, that thc changeabic-plumagcd GoH^- 
iinchcs, of which he fpeaks, are really Widow-birds. 

■ -K3 guefe ’
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guefe. called them at firf^ Birds of Wlhtdha (that 
is, of Juida), becaufe they are very common .on 
that coaft of Africa; and foreignei^js.were de
ceived by the fimilarity between th^t' word 

,.and the name of Widow in the Portuguefe 
tongne *. .

We ihall here treat of eight fpecies of Windows-; 
viz. the five already l^in^^vn and defcribed by 
Bril^^n; two new ones which are already dif— 
tinguiihed by a beautiful red fppt on the wing, 
and .another on . the bre^^; laftly,, to thefe I 

; ihall a.dd the Bird^. whichj Brifibn calls theLong^^ 
tailed Lwn^^^\ which, were it only for the long 
tail, I ihould' rather range with the'Wi^dows 

- than with the Lin^n^ets.
* Edwards was led into this wbiqh he ' afterwards

difcover^ed^^' ‘

I ■ ■ I—pul.

The- GOLD-C6LLARED ^IDOW,

Emhi^ri:za ParaSiJi^a, Linn. Gmel. Borov.
V^iilua, Briifl'. ■ ‘ '
Petffer Indicus Macrourus alius, Ray, Will. 
She Red-breajled Loi^n^’tailed Finchi Edvy. , *

, ^She Whidab Bunting, Lath.
t

The heck of this bird is covered by' a. 
broad half-collar, of a fine yellow gold cill^i^^'r ; 
the belly and thighs are white ' j.the abdome^ 
and . the cpve^rff,(^i^ ttie unde!r-part of the ia^l 
Jjla^kilK J the head, thrpat, fore-part of -the neck, 

“ ' ' ba<^i
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back, wings, and tail, black. The tail is formed 
ast in other birds j it confifts of twelve quills 
nearly equal, -and covered by four long feathers, 
which rife alfo from the rump, but fomewhat 
higher; the two longeft are about thirteen inche^s, '
and are black, like thofe of the tall, and appear 
Waved, and as it were clouded ; a little arched 
like -thofe of the cock ; their breadth,, which is 
nine lines near the rump, is reduced to three 
near the extremittr: the ihorteft are inclofed 
between the two longeft, and are only hal:^ as 
long, but they are twice as broad, and end 
'in a flender filky filament, more than an inch 
4ong.

Thefe four feathers have their planes in a ver
tical fituation, and are bent downwar<^!s; the^y 
drop every year in the firft moulting about the 
beginning of November, and at this period their 
plumage fuffers a total change, and becomes 
like that of the - Brambling. It is noW variegated 
on the head - with white and black ; the breaft, 
the back, the fuperior coverts of the wings, 
dirty orange, fprinkled with ’blac^ifh.; the fea
thers of the tail and the wings. of a very 
deep brr^’^n; the belly, and all the reft of -the' 
under-part of the body, white:—Such is its , 
winter garb, which it retains till the vernal 
feafon,._whe.ff it, undergoes a fecond, moulting 
as complete as the former, but happier in -^its 
eli^e<l:s, for - it reftores thfe- fine colours, the long 
feather?, and all the decorati^ons,; - and before the 

K beginning

    
 



136. THE GOLD-COL^AHED WIDOW.

beginning of July the,bird has -experienced a 
total renovation. The colour of its eyes, of its 
bill, and of its legs, never vary : the eyes are 
chefnut j the bill lead-colour ; and the legs

'. colour. ,
The young females are nearly of the colour 

of the males in mo^^ll:; but at the end of three 
years, thpif plumage has become brown, almoft 
black, and changes no more.

Thefe birds are common in the kingdom of 
A^ngolq, on . .the wefft^rn coaft of Africa ; fome 
have alfo. been fent from Mozambique, a fmall 
jfland on the eaftern coaft of the fame continent, 
and which differed little from the fornier. The 

• ful?(^<d which Edwards figured lived . four years- 
in London. ,

_ Total length fifteen inches ; length meafured 
from the tip the bill to the end pf the 
nails four inches.and a hall^; the bill four lines 
and a half:(,the clear alar extent nine inches* 
the falfe tail thirteen inches ; the true tail twelve 
lines, and projeefing about an inch beyond the 
wings. [A]

[A] Specific char^<^erc^jr Par^ljaa Dufcy,
the breaJ^ red, the four intermediate quills the tail long and 
poii^ti^dj two very lon;g, the bill Thus del^ribed by

Brillbn : glol^y black abovie, mu nyt^^S’bHowib the
Up^it-part of the neck tawny ; the Brieall yJuHv chiliiutf the 

** tarl^quills black.; tlje two incermed* tr one* » ••»«, pc^hipron' 
i‘ jewing beyond that ad'a^<^i^t; the lc|,i Hel^' CChntifd.”

l.inter, reddilh chefnut above, Varie^^^^L^AUti du;|.v. .Ci. and
white below j the head' vari^t'|;a'ted with ' white and blackWrip^s; 

*' the tail quills dul^y ^ackil^, the reddilh chefnut ;
<■ t fl jhe legs fielh-coloi^i^i^i^,’?
.................................. M
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The SHAFT-T^A^l^I^ED, WIDOW.

La Vt^uje a qu^^e Irint *, BufF. 
Eml^ie^^iKa Reegia, Linn, and Gmel, 
Viiu^ Riparia Africana, BriiT. 
ST&e Shiaft-tailed Bunting, Lat^h^

This bird has the fame two moultings as 
the preceding, and they are, attended with fitni- 
lar eifedts. Its , bill and legs are red ; the head- 
and all the upper^part of the body black j the 
throat, the fore-part of-the neck, the breaft, 
and all the lower-part bluih-coloured, bug 
which is brighter on the neck than on the breaft, 

' and extending behind the neck, it fornis art. h'a'^lf 
collar, which is broader the lower the black hood 
defcends from the head. All the feather^^ of the 
tail are blackiih, but the four middle oness - are 
four or five times longer than thofe of the_ .fide, 
and the two middle ones are the longelif of all: 
In.'h^c^^lting, the male becomes like the Lintlet, 
only it is of a lighter gray. The female is brown, 
and has not the long feathers in the tail.

This bird is rather finaller than a Cana^ry j 
feveral of them are living at Paris, and were 
all brought from the coafts of A^^ii^ca.

The average meafures are ;-*-total length 
twelve,.^i'‘thirteen inch<^!s; that from the tip of

. • ,i. e. The Widow with four filaments. It is ^^fo called Silk- 

' the

    
 



.138 THE SH^I^TT-TAILEI) W^IDOW,

the bill to th^ end of the nails four or five inches ; 
.the ^^Uffour or five lineis; the alar -extent eight 
or nine incheis; the two mid-feathers of' the tail 
nine or eleven inchess; the two next eight or ten 
inch^ij; the lateral ones twenty to twenty-three 
line^s^. [A]

fAy Specific charii£e^r:;—" The four long intermediate feathers 
■*‘'of the tail equal, and bearded enly. at their infertion,'the bill 
“ red.” Briflon-defcribes it, “black abc^vee'hie, neck taw^^, 

variegated above ’with black fp^tis; the tail feathers blackifh, 
the four long intermediate ones furniihed with plumules only at 
the w^ri^ib; the bill and Tegs red.”

The DOMINICAN WIDOW.

Sereua, Linn, and Gmel. 
Vilua Minor, Br’iT. • '
The Domim^ican.Bun^in^, Lath.

If length of tail be the diftinguiihing characn 
ter of the Widow-birds, this is the leaf^ entitled 
to that appellation ; for the longed quills of. its 
tail fcarcely exceed four inches. It has received 
the name of DominicaLn^,^ on account of. its black 
and white plur^j^a^^; all the uppeir-part of the 
body is vaii^egated with thefe two colours j the 
rump, and the fuperior coverts _ of the tail, are 
mottled with dirty white and bTckHiiiT TfiTtip-'" 
jpe^-part qf the head of a whii^^-c^V'Uni, cn- 
,circled with black 5 the throat,! the fore-part of 
the heck, - and the breaft, of jlie fame, wldyc,^ 
which alfo extends behind, and forms a hal;f- 

" ■ , collar
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collar on the pof^eridr furface of the neck. The . 
belly has none of the rufous tinge. The bill is 
red, and the legs gray. • '

Thi^s'lpecies undergoes two moultings annu
ally, like the preceding j in the interval the 
male is divefted of its long tail, and its white is . 
dirtier. The female never has thefe long fea
thers of the tail, and its plumage is conftanti^^ 
of an almoft uniform brown.

Length to the end of the tail, inches and
* one fourtlh; to the end of the nails, four inches; 

the bill four lines and a hal^ 5 the legs feven • 
lines ; the mid-toe feven lines and a half; the 
alar extent feven inches and a half; the middle 
feathers of the tail proje£l about two inches 
and one fourth beyond the lateral ones, which 
are notched, and three inches and one fourth 
yond the wings. [A]
■ [A] Specific charader With a black cap, the crown re^d^*

the tail wedge-ihaped, the two intermediate of the tail. 
longeft, the bill red.” Thusd^e^feribed by Brisson :—" t^htik 
ab^^e, the edges of the feathers rufous, below white .verging 
to tawn^, the crown rufous, the collar white-tawny, the ta^- 
quills black, the two intermediate ones longeflt, the three next 
white at their ^^igin, the two outermoft tawny on their exteriqif 
edges, and white on their interior ; the bill red.” Commerfbn

• ((

<<

it
ft
ft
fufpejflcd that a certain bird of a bluidi-black which he faw in the

• ifle of Bourbon, where it was called is noth^njg but this
fame Widow in moult j and he. thence con<^luded, that when the 
male moulted its plumige it was more uniform. But this would 
apply better to the female than to the m^lie; and yet there is i.' 
wide difference between biut^-black, which is the colour, of the 
Brenoud, and uniform brown, which is that of the femalp .Domiii*-, 

yiiis Brenoud refembles piore the Great Widow. " •
• ' ' M ■

The •J
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The GREAT WIDOWS.

Vic^tm, Linn. 
Major, Briff.

Pe^/icr Indicus Macrourus RoJl^iro MiniactB, Ray, and Will. 
7he L^t^n^-^ailed Bunting, Lath.

The mourning garb of this Widow is fome- 
what brightened by the fine red colour of the 
bill, by a tint of bluilh green fpread over all the 
black, that is, over all the upper furfac^; by two , 
tranfverfe bars, the one white, and the other 
y^ellowiih, with which the wings are decorated ; 
-and laftly, by the whitiih colour of the lower 
part of the body, and the lateral quills of the 
tail. The four long feathers inferted above ,the 
true tail * are black, and fo are the quills of the 
wingi^; th^^ are nine inches long, and very 
narrow. Aldt^ox^a^ndus adds, that the legs are
variegated with black and white j and the nails 
black,, very iharp and hooked. [Aj '

* Aldrovandus exprefsly obferves, that the male has a double 
tail like the peacock/ and that the longer relts upon the'Ihorte^. 
It feems odd that Brillbn deferibes the four feathers of the upper 
tail as the intermediate ones of the true tail.

[A] Speci^c ehr^i^r^^^r- Blackiih, whitilh below, four inter
"" mediate quills of'i^he tail long and pointed, two of them the 
“ longed, the bill red.”. Thus defcribed by Br issok : —“ Black 

above, inixed with a greenilh Ity-colour j whiuSr beloufar with 
‘‘ a double tranfverfe ^ripe on the ^ngs, the one wh^te, and the 

other flightly yellowifii; the four intermediate tail-quills very
*< long and black, the four exteriors on each hde ^^il^tfli; the bill 

minium 'colou^^^.”
. The
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The ORANGE-SHOULDERED-WIDOW.

La Vet^uje a Epia^Ii^tltss, BuiF. 
Enthei’leM Lt^np^icau^a, Gmel. 
Lox'll Li^t^n^ii^t^iu^ia, Mill. 
Capit-Sparronu, Kolb. 
The Yelh^^jj-^J^iouli^t^trcd Oriole, Brownt 
The Orange-Jliouldfred Bunting, Lath.

The prevailing colour in the plumage of this ■ 
bird is glofily black ; and the only exception is 
in the wings, where the fmall coverts are of a 
fine red, and the middle ones of a pure white, 
which gives the bird a fort ' of epaulettes. The 
large as well as the fmall quills -of the 'brings are 
black, edged with a lighter colour. * '

This bird is found at the Cape of Good Hope. 
It has, like all the reft, a double tail ; the lower 
confifts of twelve feathers nearly equal, the up
per of fiic, which are of different lengths ; the 

> longeft are thirteen inches, and in all, their plane, 
is vertical.

Total length .nineteen or twenty-one inches ; 
the bill eight, or nine lines ; the legs thirteen 
fines ; the tail thirteen inches. [A]

I .

[A] Spedfic cbai^i^a^er “ Blacik, the fl^oujlders fulvous, hor-
« dered with white, the tail^quills long, and thq fix intermediate

ones proje£t hey^ond the , refl;.” It is of the bulk of a Thruflfci.

The
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The SPECKLED - WIDOW.

La Veiuje 'BufF.
Principalis, Linn, and Gmel.

Vii^t^a Ulngolenjis, Bi'ifl'.
Lo>ng-tailcd Spc^r^i^io^, Edw. 
y*Ae V^t^i^egated Bunting, Lath.

All the upper-part is fpeckled with black on 
an orange ground; the quills of the wing and' 
,its great coverts are black, edged with orang<2; 
the breaft is of a lighter orange, without fpeckleis; 
the fmall coverts of the wing are white, and form 
a broad tranfverfe bar of that colour, which pre- 
dbminates in all the lower-part o^ the bo^;yj the 
bill is a lively red, and the legs fleih-coloured.

The four long feathers are of a deep - black ; ' 
they conftitute ho part of the true tail, as might 
be fuppofed, but form, a fort of falfe tail which 
leans on the firft^ Thefe long feathers are call - in 
moulting, but quickly repla’Ccid ; which is com
mon in moil birds, though rather unufual in the 
Windows. When thefe ' feathers have acquired 
their full length, the two middle ones project 
five inches and a hdlf .beyond the lower tail, 
and the two others an inch lefs. The quills bf 
the lower or true tail are of a dull brown ; the 
fide ones edged exteriorly with a lighter colour, 

' and marked within with a white fpot. " '
This bird is of the fize of the Dominican 

'Widow ; its bill is' of a bright red, fliorter than 
' , that
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‘ that of the fparrow, and the legs flefh-coloiu^- 
ed. [A] '

[A] Specil^c d^aa^r^er;^—" Variegated, the breaft rufous, the
- '■** four middle tail-qui^!Is very long, the bill and legs red.” Thus 

defcrrbed by Briss^on '‘Variegated above with black-a^nd
“ rufous, white bdi^sv; the breaft ft^'ightly rufoi^^; the lelTer fu

perior coverts of the wings white ; four intermediate tail-quills . 
very long and ; the four outermolb on each f^de fa^ndy
dulli^y, edged exteriorly with a fl^lghter dufl^^, (potted interiorly 
with whii^e; the bill faf^n^i^.”

■ ‘ '■ ■ M

<c

«

I •
FIRE-COLOURED W^IDOW-

t i

I -♦ I

La Vi^w^e'tn^Fta., D^S^. 
PanayenJ^s, Gmel.

L^ V^t^uae de PJJle de Panay, Sonn. 
The Paoayan Buuiiuig, Lath. , ''

'' This bird is entirely, of a .fine gloTy blacky 
. cxcep^t^^' a Tingle red, fpot on its breaft,. which 
appears like a burning coal. Jt has four -long', 
equal feathers- which, are inferted below-- the true 
tail; and .extend beyond it more than double its 
length j they grow narrower by degrees, fo that 
they 'terminate in a point. This bird is found 
at the .-Ciij^e of^Good Hope, and in the iiland of 
Panay, one of .the Philippines ; i^ is of the fize 
of. the Gold-^co^ared W^d^c^wr.- Its total length

■ is twelve inche^ij-. [A] '
[A]^pdiific cha.n^i£ler " Black, a large fcarlet fpot on thf/

” br^ailf the four intermediate quills of the tail poi^^ted, very lo^^, 
** 'etju^l pnd pendulous,’* ' ’

The
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The EXTINCT WIDOWS.

J^a Vetv^e E^i^^nte,' BufF.
Emf^^ernxa PJt^^cea, Linn, an'd Gmel.
L^^^tria Brajilicnjis L(r^gi^c^i^c^a, Br^T. and Klein’. 
Fringilla Brajilienjis, Seba.
TTze PJ^itaceiiui Bunting, Lath.

Brow^n-cinei^eous is the prevailing colour of 
this bird ; but the bafe of the bill is red, and the 
wings fleih-coldur mixed with yellow. It has ■ 
two quills triple the length of -its body, which 
are inferted in the rump, and tipt with bar
red. [A]

s ,
[A] Specific “ Cinereous-dufli^’y, the wings ful- .

*< vous, two of the tail-quills very lonjg.” Thus defcribed by 
fjaisON ; — “ Dull cine:^i^(^i^Ss^ra^jf; the bafe o^ tb^ bill

clcd with a reddilh rmr > the wings variegated tvith dull cinere- 
«*' o^^'^jgray, the two intermediate ones longed, fcarlet at their ori-- 
“ gm.” ,

1 *

The GREN^ DI

Fringilla G'ana^iina, -^mel.
Granaiiitus, BriT. ■
The Red and Blue Brazilian Finch, Edw.
The Brajilian Finch, Lath. '

The Portuguefe, perceiving probably a refe^^ 
Wance between the plumage of this bird;, and 
the uniform of feme of their regiments, have 
named it the Oronot^o' Captain, Its bill and or
bits are bright red; its eyes blacic j on the fides

' • . of
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the greNadin. hS
of the head is a large plate of purple almoiH: 
round, whofe centre lies on the pofterior ■ edge of 
the eye, ,and which is interrupted betvyeen' the 
eye and the bill hy ■ a brown fp(^t; the throaf 
and the tail are black *; the quills of the wings 
brown-gray, edged -with light-gray'; the "liiid 
part of the body, both above and below, is of a 
blue-violet j all the reft of the plumage is gilded, 
deep bn^'^n; but on the back it is variegated 
with greeniih-brown, and this fame gilded 'deep ■ 
brown edges exteriorly the coverts of the wings. 
The legs are of a dull flefh-colour. In fome in* 
dividuals the bafe of the upper-mandible is en
circled. by a purple zone. ■

This bird is found in Brazil. Its motions are 
lively, and its fong agreeable. If has the long 
bill of our G^ldlinch f, but differs by its ex
tended tapered tail. .

The female is of the fame fize with the mali^; 
its bill red ; a little purple under the eyes ; the 
throat, and the uader-fide of the bod^, pale-ful
vous ; the top of the ' head of a deeper fulvo-u^ ; 
the back ■ brown-j^i^t^]?’; - the wings brown j the 
tail blat^l^iifl; the fuperior coverts blue, as in the 
male ; the inferior coverts, and the lower belly, 
whitiih.

Total leni^^tt^v^e inches and one fourth ; the 
.pJ^Uiye lines j the tail two inches and, a half,

In fome fubjefls the throat is of a greeniih-brown.
+ Edwards found the length of the bill to vary in_ different indi,- 

■Muuljs. •
VOL. IV. L com-

    
 



14^ • TH[.E GRENADIAN. .

compofed of twelve tapered quills, the longeft 
exceeding the fliortelt by feveiiteen lines, and 
the extremit;y of the wings by two inc^^i^ij; the 
tarfus feventeen lines ; the hind 'n^il the ftrong^-^ 
eft of all. In the wings the fourth and fifth, 
quills are the ' longeft. [A]

[A] Specific d^arj^r^er t—r js tail is wedge-lhaped, its body 
tawn^y, its bill red; its temples, its rump, and its lower bel^y,
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The GREENFINCH
l^uF; ■ ,

Loxia Chh^r^^s, Linh. and Gmel. 
Cblm-is, Aldrov. Gefneir, Ray,.Si^bb. &c. 
The Ni^gbi^g Finch, Charletoh.

HIS bird ihuft not b6 confounded with 
. the Yellow; Btinting (Bruantthough in 

ttiany provinces it bears the fame name ; foi^, 
hot to mention othel diftin£l:ionsi it wants the 

,6ire()us tubercle ih the palate.
The Gr^e^enfinch pafles the winter in the' 

Woods, and fhelters itfel;f from the indemenc^y 
bf the feafoh in the ever-gr^eeti trees, and even ' 
in elms and branchy oaks which retain their 
wither^ed' leaves. .

In fpring it makes its neft in the fame trees, 
and fomelitnes in .b^flies : this neft is larger^* 
and almoin as -neatly formed as that of the . 
Chafiinch ; it confifts of dry herbs and mois,, 
lined with hair, wool, and feathers ; foraetimes 
it places it in the chinks of the brandie^s^, which •

* It is Called in G.erman;y, Grat^i^^i^ng, G^rnenjinck, Katt‘vogel, Tat^ 
ter, Rapp-Fint^k, Hl^jS-F^nc-k, Hrjssvogel, IVel/cC^er-^Hennft'r^gg, Ki^rfch- 

' F-i^j^^i in Italy^i ^^trdon, ^^i-di^'rro, V^irdmi^t^l:an, Zara^ito, Ca^anto, 
'i^i^ranto, Frinfor ; in Porti^j^i^, ^^irdilham ; in Savoy, Vrc^eyri ; in 
Illyria, Zeglolka ; in Bohemia, ' Sch^o^^^^x ; in Prulfia, Grain^- 
Hiit^l^'^^, Schwontzke; in. Poland, Dz'wonieck, ^^c^^opka ; in Swe
den, SwenJ^ai ■ .i

L 2
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it.e^v^en widens with its bill; it alfo ' confl^iruids 
near .the fpot a little maga ’̂ii^ne.for provifions'*.

The female layS five of fix eggs, ii^otted at 
the large end with brown red. on a white green- 
iih ground. ,She fits-affiduoujflyj and ftill con
tinues on her eggs though a perfon approacb^e^s- 
pretty near ; fo ftiat fhe is often ^Ught with her 
young ; • at all other times flie is fliy and timid. 
The male feems to take much interefl in the 
concerns of bis future famiijrj he relieves fiis 
mate in hatching ; wheels round the tree where 
his hopes are lodged, makes fuddeii fprings, and 
again finks back, flapping his wings, and war
bling jc^y^c^us notes f. At his return to the coui^-' 
try, and at his departure, he utters a firigula^ 
C'ry, confiftin'g of., two founds. The warble is 
faid to be improved in the crofs breed between 

.the Gieenfinch and the Canary. /
The G^l^^en^lnch^es are gentle, and eafily tam

ed ; they learn to- articulate a few words j and 
no bird fo foion becomes expert at the^ little 
manreuvre- of drawing up the cup);. 'They eat 
from the finger of their mailer’,. and anfwer his

. call, &c. In autumn they join'other fpecies,.to 
roam in the fields ; they live up.pn juniper belf
ries in winter ; . they crop the buds of trees,, and

We oWe tliefe 'lad faft’s, and Yoit^e dthcrsi '"‘t-
' Theya^ife.!^t^{^tiiaa<^<^g^e,be(^i^t^fe^^hey ^ngf^I(^:^far^t^t;y. Bbl'o|:4 >

Guys kdds.jtha't the warble of the female is even fuperior p thai^' 
of tjte male, which 'would Be Angular in birds, . ' " ! *

- J l^e la g^lere, alli^^^g* I oO. a g:i^Il(^j^;!!l:^'^(^'. i * t'

■ par^i:!'}V
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particulai^ly thofe of the bog-willow ; they feed' 
in fummer on all forts of feeds, and efpei^^i^ll^y 
thofe df hemp ; they alfo eat caterpillars, ants, 
and grafshoppers. .

The name alone de:potes that the predomi
nant colour of the plumage is. green but the 
tingle is not pure ; there is a gray-brown caft 014 
the upper-part of the body and on ,t;he flanks, 
with an admixture of yellow on the throat and 
breaft ; yellow is fpread over the top of the 
belly, the inferior coverts of the tail and wings, 
and on the rump ; it edges the larged quills of 
the wings, and alfo the lateral quills of the tail : 
all thefe are blackiftt, and mpfl of them bordered 
with white on the infide ; the lower belly is alfo 
white, and. the legs reddii^-brown.

Th^e. female has more brown ; her belly is 
entirely white, and the inferior coyerts of her 
tail are mingled with white, brown, and yellow... •

The bill is fleih-co'loured, ihaped like a cone, 
and fimilar to that .(of the Groibeak, but fmallei:; 
its upper edges are flightly fcalloped near the • 
point, and receive thofe of the 'lower mandible, 
which are • fomewh^zi.t rs-entrant. The ' bird w.eig^liiS, 
rather more than an ounce, and is ,3^^sU^ly of -tie 
bulk of the Houfe-fparrow. ■ -

' • Total length jfi've ipches .and a half; the bill 
fix lines. and a 'half ; the alar extent nine inches •;

. the tail twUnt'yrthI^ee lines, fon^-^'wfiat forked, 
llr^etching beyond the wings ten or eleven lines. 
Thefe birds have a g-all-bladder, a .mufcular 

03 ' gizzard
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gizzard covered with a loofe membrane, and a 
pretty large craw. - ,

Some pretend that there are Gi^e^en^nches of 
three different fizes j but this is not . fuf^c^tsni^tly 
afcertained, and probably fuch variations are 
only accidental,.' refulting. from age, from food, 
from. climate, and from other like circum'- 
ftances. [A]

[A] Specific d^aracSs' YeUo^w^-j^re^n, the primary wing
fl quills yrrllt^u^Ua before, the four IrterOl tril-quills yellowilh r? 
“ their brfe.” The Greenfinch is very common in Great Britrin, 
rnd ufu^^ly nefiies in the hedges. .
' ' ■ M

»
The PAINTED BUNT^I^C^^

Le Pape, Buff. .
• Linn. Gmel,
Fringilla 'Mai^'tj^o/a, Scop. Ann. 
Fringilla 7‘ricolor, 'Klein. 
Chloris Lue^t^'^iciana, Papa, Briff. 
China Buljinch, Alb. 1

, The Painted Find}, Edw. rnd Crtelby

This bird has its name (P^pe) from the co* 
lours its plumage, and ’ efp€ii^i£^ll;y 'from a fort

. t
-f -Specific d^ar^a^^c:^‘^ T^j^e herd ccsrulern, the lower bill 

t‘ fulvous, the brck green, the quills duUky-green.” T'hus de- 
■ fcribed by Briffoh : ** Above green, inclining tp yellow, below red; 

n the herd rnd the upper-prrt of the neck cc^:^^l<^i^I^^^’/ii^el^r; thP 
\ rump red } the tril-quills dufkyi-both f^es of the t^t'o intei^' 

.mei^iite ones varying to red, rnd the outer furfrce of the l.'^-'
♦ t^rrl ones the fame.” The Spaniards of 'Vrra. Cruz, uaic.h If 

• vilits in winter, Ci^llitMaripc/a Piatada, or «the PaintedButtrrfly•’’
■ ■ ’ ■ ............... ■ ' 0%
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THE PAINTED BUNTING. 151

of capuchin, which rifes at the bafe of the bill, 
and extending below the eyes covers the upper 
and fide-parts the head and neck, and in fome 
individuals returns under the throat. The fore
part of the neck, all the lower-part of the body, 
and even the fuperior coverts of the tail and 
of the rump, are of a fine red, almoft fire-colour
ed;, the back var^'ie^g^Jit^eiT with foft'g^i^^en and 
dull olive * ; the great quills of the wings and 

,of the tail are of a reddiih brow^n,. the great 
coverts ’of the wings are green ; ■ th-e fmall ones 
are of a violet blue, like the capuchin. But 

' Nature requires time to form, a plumage fo charm
ing, nor is It completed before the third year : 
the young Painted Buntings are brown the firft 
year ; in the fecond, their head is ofa vivid ’blue, 
the ref^ of the ’body greeniih blue, and the quills 
of the wings and of the tail are brown, edged 
with greeniih blue. ‘

But it is the female chiefly which refembles 
the Gr^eenfinch ; the upper-part of its body is 
of a dull green, and all the imder-part of a 
yellowiih green ; the great quills of the wings 
are brown, edged delic^t:elly with green ; the 
middle ones, and alfo the quills of the tail, di- 

‘ vided length-wife into brown and green. -
Thefe birds ’breed in Carolina on the orange 

, tr^ees, ’ but do not continue there duting the *
* Irl the fubjeft defcribed by Ca^t^clby> the greep back, was 

' terminated with yellow.

*
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152 T]H^E PAINTED BuNTING.

Winter. Like the Windows, they have 
moultings annuall;y, which are earlier or 
according to circumftanct^^.-. Sometimes
affume their winter garb in the end of Auguft cr 
the beginning of Septeml^isr; in.t^his ftate the 
under-part of their body thanges Lom red to 
yellowifli. They feed like the Wj^dow^-bii^ds,' 
upon millet, Canary-^i^^eds, fuccory, &c. . . . 
but they are • more delicate ; however, if they 
are once "eiifoned to the climate, they wil^. 
live eight or ten y^ears, They are found in 
Louifiana. ' '

•• ' The Hollanders have • been able, by care and 
patience, to breed the Painted Buntings in their 
country,, as they have fucceeded with the Ben
gals and Windows ; ^and it is likely that with the 
fame attrnticn they might be propagated in 
every part of, Europe.—are rather fraalli^i: 
than the Houfe-fparrow.

Total length five ^nchrs and one-third ; alar 
extent feven inches. and twc-1^hiI^ds ; the bill 
eight lines ; the legs eight lines ; the middle toe 
feven lines ; the tail two inches, and ftrrtchra 
thirteeh or fourteen lines beyond the wings, •

    
 



C >3 ]

VA^R^IETY of the PAINTED BUNTING.

Bird^ia^n^ciers are acquainted with a variety of 
. this fpecies, which is diftinguifhed by the colour 

of the under-part of its body being yell^ ’̂i^; 
it has only a fmall red fpot on the breaft, which 
is loft in mo^li^^i^jg; then all -the undeir-part of 
the body is whitilh, and the male much re

, fembles the female. It is probably a variety 
produced in this climate.

M

The BLUE-FACED BUNTIN(G*

Li! Tt^upet Bleu, Buff.
Bmherixa Cyan^s, Gmel. 
Chloris JfaVeetJis, BrifT.

' This bird refembles the Painted Bunting fo 
clofely^, that if .the one had not been fent fforn 
Louifiaiiaj and the other from Java,*! iliould 
have regarded them as of the fame fpecies. Na;y, 
when We dr^b^er the uncertainty ip moft ac

. *' Specific char:^(£er ;—Green, the rump and lower-belly' 
‘I rufous ; the forehead, cheeks, and thr^^it. cerulean j ' the quills 
“ of the w^ngs duiky and edged with green ; the tail-quills edged 
“ with red, the intermediate ones green,,t^he reft dud^^.” T^hus 

, dcfcribed by Briffon : “ Above green, below rufous ; middle of the 
belly red j rump, rufous ; the forehead, cheeks, and throat 

y co^rt^lean, the wing-quills green, their exterior borde^irs- red, 
‘ thd lateral ones dufky on thr.inf^l^^^” ' • •

' . counts

I
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counts of the climate of birds, we ma;y Hill be 
difpofed to affign them to the fame place. The 
anterior-part of the head and throat is of a fine 
blue ; the fore-part of the neck of a fainter blu^; 
the middle of the belly red; the breaft, the 
flanks, the lower belly, the thighs, the inferior 
coverts of ,the tail and' of the wings, of a 
beautiful rufous; the uppeir-part of the head and 
neck, the anteirior-part of the back, and' th<e, 
fuperior coverts of the wings, green ; the lower 
part of the back and the rumpi of a bright rufo^^; 
the 'fupeirior coverts of the tall red j tlie quills 
of the wings brown, edged with gre'er) j thofe

■ of the tail the fame, except the intermediate 
ones, w^^iich are edged with red ; the bill is lead- 
colour J the legs grii)y;—the bird is fomewhat 
fmaller than the Tree-fparrow. •

Total length four inch; the bill fix lines} 
the legs fiX lines and a hallf; the mid-toe feven 
lines. J the alar extent near feven in^^<^J>j .the 
ta|. ihlrtecn lines, compofed of twelve quills, 
and ftretching fix or feven lines beyond the 
wings. , ■

' ' ■ .M

The
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The GREEN BUNTTING*

%e Pari^^<^>n-B1ieu, BufJV 
Firidis, Gmel. 

Chloris Indica Min«^, BrlT.

, All our-, information with regarS to this bird 
is derived from Aldrovapduis; and'tliat author 
only defcribes it from a coloured drawing brought 
into Italy, by fome who had vifited Japan, and 

, who pr^fented .i,t to-the Marquis FaChinetto. ' 
All the uppeir-part is green, and all the lower 

whitiej .^he quills of the tail and of the wings 
blue, with white borders ; the bill of a greeniih 
brown, and legs black. Though this bird is 
rather fmaller than the Gr^e^enfinch, ■ and its bill 
and legs more H^i^t^isr, Aldrovandus was con
vinced that Ariftotle himfel^Jf could not hefitate 
in referring it to that fpecies : ' this Briflbn has 
done, and we have no reafon to reject the ar- 
rangerapnt,

t Specific Above green, below whit^e; the
wrng-qutlls and thofe of the, tail c^i^r^l^^n.”—Briflbn gives the 

fame defcriptron, only he adds, “ that the wing and tail-quills 
ff have white ihafts.”

................... M

The
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The YELLOW FINCH«

Verf-]^iruni^i, BufF.
Fringilla Butyr^a^i^i^c^j Lint^> 
Chlotris Indica, BriLT. ,

Its bin and legs are • brown ; the upper-part 
cf the head''and neck, the back, the ‘ tail, and _ 
w-^ngs of a very deep green brown ; the rump, 
the throat, and all the low^er^pairt yellow ; the 
lides of the head varied with the two colours, 
fo that the yellow defcends a little on the fides 
of the neck. *

The Indian Gi^eenfinch of Edwards ma^ be 
regarded as a variety of this fpecies ; for all the 
upper-part is of ^a brown green, and •the under
part yellow : the only difference being, that the 
green is not fo deep, and extends upon the 
rtimp t Lut the fides of the head have two bars 
of the fame colour, one of which ftretches 
above the eyes, and the other, which is fhorter, • 
and a deeper fhade, lies under •the firft j and 
that the great quills, of the wings are edged with , 
white. The Indian ^r^f^enfinch is rather larger >

“ Specific chai^!^^^£^r:—« Green, the eye^.^l^i^ows’, brea'f^^, and 
•• • low^ir-beliy yellow, the primary wing-qUills •white on their 
•* exterior edge.” Dcfcribed thu« by BrifTpn : “ Above of an 
“ olLr^-green,i below yellowiih with a ftripe on both fides, which 
**.is ye^llc^w^H^' above the eye^s, olive-gi^een contiguous to them, 
•* and black below them ; the quills of the wings olive-green, 
•«'l^he pui^i^i^-edge of thedarger white,; the quills of the tail faint 
« yellow-^!gree;n.”—It is found in Ind^^^ and at the Cape of Good 
Hope;. '

thanz

    
 



THE YELLOW FINCH^.

than the Canary Finch, and accoirding to Ed
wards, its fong is fuperion . '

Total length four inches 'and a hallf; the bill 
four lines and a hal:f J the tarfus l^x lines and a 

hallfj the mid-toe feven lines'; the tail nineteen 
■lines, fomewhat forked, and extending nine or 

- ten lines beyond the wings.
M

4

.X

The BAHAMA FINCH*

Le Veri^ime^e, Buff’. "
FringriUa Bicolor,' Linn, and Klein. 
Chlo^-is Brifl'. .

Except the -head, neck, and breafi, which' are 
black, all the reii of. the plumage is gre^n; we 

, might call it a Gl^t^en^inch with a black cowW 
This bird is very common in the woods of the 

- Bahama Tfands ; it fiijgs perched on the'tops of 
' buihes, and' conftantl-y repeats the notes of the 

Chaffinch. It is about the fize of the Canairy 
Finchr *'

Total length four inch^is; the bill four lines 
^nd a half; the tail nineteen lines, and . esf^ends^^ 

. nine or ten lines beyond the wings.

Specific charafle'r;—" The head and breaft bliaclc'^* the back, 
tviiri^s', and tailo^bfcure greeni'flh.” ; Briflbn’s defcription;is pr<e^ ” 

the ’:faj^(^.-^It is found alfo in Ja^maii^ja^' <
M .

'.The
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GREENISH FINCH.
Le Vrc^erin, Bui^.

. It has lefs in its plumage than'thofe of^ ’ 
the preceding artid^is: its bill is fliorter ; its, , 
orbits greei^iii^-'whi^i^tsj all the feathers of the, 
upper-part of the bod^, including the middle 
quills of the wing^, their coverts, and the quills 
of the tail, are of a brown-green, edged with a 
lighter . colour ; the great quills of the wings 

d^li^ck ; the throat and all the under-part of the 
'body, as far as the thighs, of a dull rufous, fpec- 
Icled. with brown ; the lower bel^y and the infe
rior coverts of the tail are of a pretty pure.white. 
This bird is found .in St. Domingo.

*

The VARIED GREENFIN^H^.

he fans VeYt,

' Th'is^. bird has none of the green colour • of the
- Gi^eenfinch, but is clofely related to it in other 

refpedls.' Its throat is white, the under-pdrt of 
the body of the fame coll^i^r; the bread varie
gated with brown.; the uppe^-part of the head- 
and body mottled with gray and greeni-ih-brown ; . 
.there is.a rufous tinge on the termination of.the 
back and on the fuperior coverts of • the tail ; the - 
fuperior coverts of the wings of a deep rufous ;

- ■ •. the
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the middle quills edged on the outfide with that 
the great quHls and the great coverts 

edged with rufty white, and alfo the lateral 
quills of the tail ; laftly, the mo'ft exterior of the 
latter is terminated by a fpot of the fame, white, 
and is ihorter than the reft. Of all the quills of 
the wing, the fecond and third are the longeft.

This bird was brought from the Cape of 
Good Hope . by Sonnefat.

Total length fix inches and . one-third j the 
bill fix lines j the tarfus feven lines ; the tail 
about two inches and a half, and extends fixteens 
lines beyond the wings. '
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The G OL D'F I N C fl*.
Zf Chi^^domu^t^i^t, Buff. ,
Fringilla Cardue^t Li^nn. and Gi^el.
Carduelis, Aldrov. Gef. Jo^hnl^. Sibb. &c.
Go^tljiin^l), 6r ^hijlle-Jinch, Penn. Rufs. Will. Alb. &C.

. TDEA^i^^ry of plumage, melod;y of fong, faga- 
city, and docilit;y, are united in thijs’cha^’mr 

ing little bird, which, 'were it rare, and import
ed from a foreign cb^j^t^iry, would be' highly 
prized. ' '

Crimfdn red, velvet black, white, and ■ gold^‘ 
yellow, are the chi^;f colours which gliften on its 
plumage ; and the mi.xture of lighter and deeper 
tints hill heightens their luftre. Hence its names ' 
in different languages : fome allude to the' yellow' 
fpot that decorates its wings '{' j fome to the red 
which covers its head and throat;}; fome to the 
brilliancy' of its colours § ; and others, to the

* In Germany il is called StiegUlz, I^ijlce-Voo^t^l, Kkttcr; Truni^ 
RothiVo^el ; in KOland, Filerin, BOu^i^iii, Sieglii^H ; ih Sayd;y, ' 
Charderaulat ; in Poland, Sczigil; in Sweden, Stig^itza ; in Italy, 
Cardcllo, Gdt'de^lino, Cardelina, Carzerino j in Spi^iin, Siirguerito, Siete 
Colore, Forte Pintacilgi, . , ,,

* The Latin epithet Carduelis is 'derived from Carduus, a ihiKe 
and the French name Chardon^^et is formed from Chardon, which, 
alfo fignilies a ihii^le. It is the ©^-ayrH of Ariftolle. ‘ ■'

f XfiKi/ziif))!: (Golden-niii^^'ed) % aurimittis (vjith goot^^n jilklsJ^ 
Goldfinch. '
l Roth-Fogel, Ger. Red-bii^ti.}
§ arfwXmo; (from arnf, aJlftr.)

efTept
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THE goldfinch/ i&i 

e'ffeed of their variety *. When the wings are 
each appears marked with a train of 

white points, which are apparent bn the dark 
ground : thefe are the white fpecks which termi
nate all the quills of the • wing, except the two or, 
three firft. The quills of the tail are of a ftill deeper 

' black J the fix intermediate ones tipt with white, 
and the two laft have on each fide on their inner 
Webs an oval white fpot, which is confpicuous. 
But thefe white points vary in their number and 
arrangement ; and in general the plumage of the 
Qoldfinch is far •from being confiant f.

The female has lefs red than the male, and no 
black at all. young ones do not afiume
their fine red till the fecond year : they are at 
firft ftained with dirty obfcure colours, and, for 
that reafon, they are called Grifets; but the 

' yellow on the wings appe^irs-ealrly, and alfo the

* ‘ve^rieti (variegated). '
f Sometimes fix intermediate quills of the tail are tipt with 

white, fometimes eight of thefe, and fometimes only fou^, or 
even twj: and the Goldfinches have received appellations accord- ■ 
ingly. Nay, the difference obferved in their fong has been at
tributed to the number of the fmall fpots. Thofe which have 
fix feathers tipt with white arc' fai^il to warble the fwe^tef:; but 
this aifertion is without foundation, for the number is often di- 
minillied by moulting, though the fong remains invariably the 
fa^^.' Kramer fays, that the quills of the tail and of the wings 
are tipt with white in autumn, and'are entirely black in fpring : 
thi? needs to be qualified. I have befide me at prcfeiit (6th Apr^I), 
two cock Goldfinches, in which all the wing-quills' except the two 
firft and the fix intermediate ones of the taiU are tipt with whii^<;; 
arid in W^ii:h are alfo the oval fpots on the inner-fide of the two 
lai^oral quills of the tail,

VOL. IV, whiteM.
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whii^$ ipots .on the quills of the tail ; yet 'thefe 
Ipqts are of a duller white *.

1 The tnales have 'a well-knowri and a pleafant 
tvarhlc,* They begin about the ift of March, 
,)and.' jc.oh.tj^nue during the whole of the ,gepial 
feafon they-chant ' even in ' the winter, 'when 
kept in warm apartments, where, they epjoy the 
temperature, of fpi^ir^^j; •[. A^l^j^o ’̂aar^civs rapks 
themLjljhe fecpnd pf the iinging birds : -Daines 
.Bar^n^njtprq , admits them* only into the fixtlx place- 
They 'feerni .tp, have, a great^i^r. .facility in jaci^^i^i^ir 
ipgU-rtJb^lfopgr^fOf ,the yVren than that pf any 

.othi<rr b^rd ^^,-i(';ri^^is,hfs,beeii experienced b.c^o^ 
hy v^i.lrl^i^ierJPp-.fi^rr^^^ngtpn. rrr^e -latter in^deed

jt.bat ithrJ.rr^^taii<’n was pccafjoned. 
the ea’rly Itnprei^rons .made by the notes of that' 
little birdj^i but we muft either aceountr^n the 
fame way for the cafe . 'noticed by.- balerne, or 
admit that,there isja certain analog;^ between the 
organs of foun^ in the Goldfinch and the* Wren. 
' In England, ,,the ^Goldfinches 'from' ^epf are _ 
reckoned' the heft hngers.

■ i ■ * '• i . ....
* Obferved before the 15 th June. I ’have alfo that

when the Goldfinches were quite younjg, their bill was'browhj ex
cept Olic- point and' edge^; iwhich were whitilH and tranfparent ; 
which is t}e reyerfe of their appearance when adul.t. , - [ - idff

J- I have two which jang every day through the whoje - pf this 
k^e^pt in a' clofe chambdrj but without an^ ■ri^.I.l'^lh'e 

greafeft hold -iia^Si.’not i^decd.l^een pndcr eight■degl^I^I^p':^(fiifty.dJ^O' 
jgreeat^alin^lAeit). ; „ , , ,, , ACit-f jl
■ t Phihf, yra^nj. 1773. Olina fay>, that the younjglGoldlinches 
wliich ' hear Linnets, &c. acquire their fonsi*
knQY 0.C -■ k young cock Goldfinch 'awl'a yoifng hen Linnet mac 

. were bred together ; ' and the' Goldfinch' retained his native’ warblef 
while -tli^ Linnet adopted and improved it.

i
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Thefe -birds and the-ChafSnches coniti'uQt the 
neateft and mof^ compadt nefts. They confift 

•oif fine mofs, lichens, liver-wort, ru(h6s, fmalt ■ 
'i^c^ots, and the dOwn of thiftles, interwoven with 
gre’at af^!’, ahd dined with dry grafs, hair^j wool, 
and down :^the;y generally pljce them in trees, 
and particularly on ptum§‘ anti -walnutis, and . 
'oo^'^ionly , fele<fl' the weak bfanches which 
ihalcekhe moft, Sometimes they i^eftle in cbpfe^, , 
ahd fome^^idi'ei in thorny bufhes ; and it is faid that 
the'^j^o^i^ing C^o^'^dAnches ' bfed iri' fubh fituations 
Jre of a‘darker plumage/bbt't^o^'e- fprightly, 
Jan’d iihg be^eir rthari botieens.‘bOlina C^ttces -'the . 
fbiiie remark in- regard' to th^fe ‘hatched'Vifi-the 
mphth ' o’ S’uguf^. ‘ -rh'd‘ felhale b?b^^bj‘r's to' lay 

_^*ib6ut*' the middle - pfbo^^ririj^,' 'atjfirft, 
ifpotted wj^'tei' reddifh brown _near the. fargeber^t^'-f. 
If the nef^ -bei de'm^ollfliieci-, ‘SO^e n^ahe^^ a fe- 
cbn^b^ol.eyen a third thatch,, but tlib nuimb^r- 
of eggii', dimiei^ees each ‘time." have never
ibiind more than' fm^if egb' inlhe hefts brought 

me in July, nor more than twd 'in thofe of. 
.§eptt^lhh^el.' . '.
' I.' Tfiefe birds' are much atlacerd.to their ybung ; 
«iery feed them with^ caterpill£lrs ahd 'infeitls: if 
jP'oth be caught togethe;t and^ihut up in the fame 
cage,‘ the .p'areats. will ftill conlihue 1 their eare. ” 

;.|t is true, that of four young' GoldfinChearWeich
■ * JjU . 1.. ‘ 1 . „

’f'L* k^'attlie Gc^Wfi^ncless ;
found mojre than five egg? in thirty 

’^'hicli' I haVe'• -

- ..M2 I treat! ■
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I treated this way, none lived more llian a. 
month'; -’but I attii^b^t^^- this to the improper 
choice of food, arid not' to the heroic defpaii’- 
which, It Jis pretended, prompts them to kill 
their •pf^Sp^frig, and thus deliver them from 

, flavery *■. i ' ■
"'The cock Goldfinch ought to have only on© 

female, and^.^fiat their union may be prodi^^dive, 
both fhould be at' liberty. It is fomewhat ii 
that .the:-(^Uclc- Gol^dfinch, /when* ihut in a volery^,. 
is nott fofimuqh difpefcd, to pair with his own 
femalc^r,,s with the hem Canary f, or other 
fen^jll<5\pft..aiw;arm tempei^£^n^<in;t, ■' . ’

' Sp^m^tfma,s:the, hep Goldfinch bree^^with the 
ppplk Canai'y’[ but this is unfrequent J and..on- 
the. Ofl^eil( hand, , the hen i if feparated
from the,mallS, 71x11 confort with the.cqck Gold- 
1 ' ,(' .- . . 3 .1! '■ I

Gerini, aXid many others. It is even added, that if the 
- young ones ‘be reared’in a cage by parents Which are fufife^ed aj 

enjoy freedomv't^Kefe obfen^ing after fome time the imppfil^j^hty of 
refcuiHg thei^ brood from bon^i^jje, will out of compaffion poifon' 

• th’em with a certain'herb. Such fables need no refutation. “ 
f l^fisOdd 'tft^^'the Goldfi hchei intermix jiih none ■■ of a dilieront 

fpecies; and that the experiment has been made witho'ut fuccefs in 
• regard to the Linnets. But I confi^^n^ly afifi-m, that with proper 

care we may obtain not only this, but many other com^ii^^^ti^i^s: 
ibr the Siacui^ are Hli more eafily reconciled to the fo^^ety of the 

. Canaries than;the Goldfinches, and yet it is faid that, in c^fe of 
ti^vallhip, khe Goldfinches are preferred by the hen Canaries,

$ Father Bpu;got'let a pocic and hen Goldfinch into a voler^ 
where there_ was a great number of Canaries of both fe.xes. The 
male Canaries copuilated. with jhei, hen Goldfinch, while the 
cock .Goldfinch bad no part^^f; v^l^bch ■proves the ardour ■of^, the 
Qan^^i^s, I ’

X2 fxncb*
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finch The female is the firft to feel • the ar
dour of paffion, 'and endeavours, by all alluring 

and aififted by the ilill more powerful- in
fluence of the genial feafon, to urge her' larii^^i.<d 
paramour to confuihmate this phyfical adultei^^y : 
and, ye:/ there muft be no female of his owa . 
fpecies in the volery. The preliminaries laft 
comi^c^nly^' fix weeks, during which time-the 
hen Canary 'makes a' complete laying • *o^ addle! 
«^ggs, for which her incefllant-folicit!;^itiions hkv'<*- 
not procured fecundation j what in- 'animals m'ay? 
be termed lull, is almoft always’ fubO'dinate^tof 
the great end of! nature, ‘the* tfejjfodddlicinf^tsff' 
the TpVeiCsi - Father Bdugdr,’‘whbmr]fhhC^£^ffar- 
'ead^y'q^uoted ^withl approbatioh,J has'.ofiifc^Fved^' 
withi' attention .the' little'^i^:^niieavre§V(^]f3tti(2 
'■ie^gattec^'' female 'Cana‘^-y 'in •Tuclr :/fhe
often approached • the male cGoldfinch,-.tin(i 
iquatted like a common hen,, but titlj irhore ei;-^- 
pf^eTnoUj. ta invite him- to the fruition : -att fr^-fb 
he "is dei^f.to'her (folicitatioris, but the flame 
ftea^b upon him by^ degrees f : often he bc- 
giiis the -embrace; and his refolution as often

' i ri , i . ,
This circumftance is ciTt^tia^l; for Fathi^r'fiougot alTui-es mej^' 

•diat f* iheTemale' Canaries have a fourth or even a fixih ^^their lium- 
l^er <{■' m'ales, they will not al^aciate with the cock Goldfinch ; and 
that it ik 'ohly \^hen negle^ed’ by 'lheir own' ' fpecie^ that they joiti 
tlie ^i^^an^er,' in which cafe they always make the firlt advances.

I have' heard it '^fieged' that th6 Goldfinch wi^a a cold bird '» 
may be fo iri'^^l^]^^^l^i^(^l^l^i^hc^l^^arh^Shbiia 'a'fte? bes-^i^^^pdi 

116 appears much' animaied i^the male hasTrequentiJ^■beeri' db’fe^ed 
to drop in an epileptic f^t, while he phanted raptui^ouHy in the height 
ofhisspi^Tipn. , , „

' ^^ ' -Mt -' fails,j
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fails; afi each attempt he 'fpreads hie t^’imgs and 
gives vent to feeble cries. However, after the 
union is accompliihed, he proceeds to difcharge 
the .duties of a pai^^r^t; he ailifts hi’s-ma^i^-'in 
c.onl^ruiting the neft *, and carries food to- her 
while Ihe is engaged in hatching, ^jr' in^ rearing 
her young. ’ J

Though thefe conflrained -j^i^iOurs will fomf:» 
times fuceeed with a hen • an<3' a ^wild
Goldfinch', it is better to raife together'thofe in- 
tendedl' for .breedings 'arid not to- pair' them till 
they .are two y^ears old. The offspring refem-- 
hTes*i^ore the father in the ihape of the bill, in 
t^h^ic^t)l^iii^^$ ' the -he^d and of the wi^r^gs, and 
in fht^rr-in'all'th’e- '^jxt.reraities, ahd the mother ■ 

*in^ th^'-'-felti.df- 'the^-^^t^cly :•* the^y^ ' have alfb * been 
•f^m’^^i^l^<sSJ■ to ■be '(^t^<5^gs^•r,^ ' and live longer ; ' and 
‘tO'kavy a- 'cfchfei^^ natural -warble, but to be not 
fo '^(Dc^ii^^-'in adofitih^ the flotes of oiif artificial

• ^inuf^c'. ■ ' ' .. ' * ' ■ ‘ ‘
Th^s^^^■..Hybri(ds ' are -ftill capable of Cifojiagat:i'n^,' 

and when they.afe paired with the hen Canary, 
the fecond ’generation'has -a manifeft .analogy to 

. ^^h'e fpeci^^^’■{^Jf the‘G^olc^^nch .f - ; fo m-uch dobs 
(the male dhfllu^in^^* - predominate iri the ia£ of 
-gensl^^t^^c^r.Ll ■ : - ' . '?t
.‘■hi'i^I^ie.’GoldfInblv ^iesiiow, but with iaiiL' (^sren 
;cQntlriusC^'LTrOtioh:i“^hke the I^^innet ; -i and’nqt’fiy 
.jj^irks .a■rKi•t•.bbundss^tJlike. the j Sparrow!' • ItiHs' ao 

’ ‘ I ' *L Jfl > 1 ■ 't 4 ' ' ' f ,

They prefer,m^fs.ah4 dry grafs for. the maO^t^riaOi. ,

aillvs

    
 



THE GOLDF^NK^^. 167

adive and laborious bird ' ; , if not ‘employed' ill
■ pecking, the heads poppies, of hemp, ■ oc of 

thiftles; it is conftantly bufy in carrying bacl^- 
vvards and forwar^ds whatever it cin find in its 
cage. .One folitary male of this fpecies is fuf- 
ficient to dif^urb a whole volery off Canaries 
it teazes the females while they are fittingj fights 
wii:h, |t^<^ir males,/ tears away the nefts, and ' 
breaks the. eggs. 'We ihoul^d. hardly ' ,conceive 
that birds ',,Jfo, Jiv^elyx, and petulant^^^i^^l^ 'jje fo 

.i gentle and e\<jn fo docil^.- They Jiye ip ,liairmpf^^ 
w-ttlijeach other, feek each, other's '-foc^^^t;y, g^iirp 
jpiark?' of reg^ard, .'al: geafons,, jand,,,fel4^Ch;i
I^i^.ai-rel bpt gbopl; their fopd., .lJ^^^^a^^al^g.etot/'p 
peaceeul with oth^rjih-i^^ ^;t^hey ' beat ^hp Gj^t^i^ries 
and Linnets, but,^. ' ip their ,t^Ul^niJl^heyila^feiya th? 
?efme; treatment,fi^^^ the Titmoufe. oj ,.X^^ay.ih.ayo 

' a elngulfr pf al.W^^)^s'c^l^’einnj^, tO/hflepp
in the highplPtipart of ,the .volet^y^^j. aijd wemay 
naturally fuppoee a ground of quarrel will jb? 

■frol;de(^,. when the 'otber.birds;will,l:lot  , giv^e' place 
.tq,thpm•.l ..........................................  ,
01 iThe docility of the G^old^fi^n^c^hes is wlell ' know^ol^*

, it^eyjJcan be inftru^ted^ without imuch trouble 
I:.o perform feveral moveinents with
to f^re a cracker, and to draw up emal^■ cups '-coq- 

. Itfi/iI^5giIl^^i^ir^. food and' drink,; but '•eoO^i^i ’s.^Ifet 
rpin^jK^fe the^y^.ma^' b^'<djr6^dri>r Thiluclothing 
econfiets ofvacfm^llf belt foft leath^ir) two lines

' broad, with four holes through which the feet 
and wings are palled^ and the ends ^omrog un- 

M 4 der
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def tifd bell),*' are held by a ring which fupporta 
chain tof the cup. Ih folitude it delights* 

to vieW'its'ittlage in the mirior, fancying it feeS' * 
. another jts bwn Ipecies ; and this attachment

to So(^ii^(^ty feems to equal the cravings of nature ; 
for often it is obferved to pick up’the hemp 
feed,' grain by grain, and advance to eat at the ' 
mi^^or/ rmagihirig, no • doubt^ 'l^That' it feeds iii 

' cor^parfy. ' " . • -^'
: hrdr^’fuc'ceed •i^' breeding ‘Gol^d^nches, they 
toughi^'cto* be‘feparated '■and 'raife^'fmgly, or at’ 
Jeafl: eadi'-S^Si't-h *li<; 'female with Which ' it is in- 
t^eia(fe3^''Cid ' b b^a) airfedi
-aa'a'hh^ycnjigg^ar'MldcinOe *^a^t^er^ibii“edueated a 
Wl^c^lP^^katch''j 'thc'Cydtliig ‘,(^^oClfitlchrs 'brca■mr 
t^a’tr/el CIP aacr^•':ait^' aae:/ abidi afterwards’ relapfed 
5®ic't8\th’^^''^a^hi^r ttatr in Vil^ich they would
ee’tb&h^:l'cif''hred"by,“thri■r parrlitsain '^he ^^1^; 
ihh^^ reiielune^e''■ the^^ refi^<e:nee^t^'^:f man to-' efijoa 
t^h^cc' foci^^1hy’of theiV fe*llows.--“Btlt this'is not the 

'^!^hiy ■ lnc'dtlOrOi’rh''^lr-’o’f t^la^inene them togethera ' 
tlie^'acqui'fe an ''aetedeK^r^‘ for^^ each G^I^rr, and , 
'when' fepa'raled' to paif with-a frtQalr Canjuy", 
the*/ ■are ' lafleuid '-iri' ’thi^^ra -amours, -afr ■'affelS:rd . 
byhlle‘tendrt'f(^^<^n^bf^&^nce of formn fl^^1^tlclfleCp^a, 

"iThci cd'mh^^oo^h)>ydie -of mrlanch^ly ■

' * bred in the volety of this • ladj^/ and^j^.aired •
&in.^a;ics, thi;ee reti^aii^ied inadtive : the other two copu- 

lated,ubut brokeoiiij.c^c^SjS, and died foon afterwards, '

^hhe

    
 



THE iGOLD F IN CH. ^69^

The' G^c^l^dfinches begin Jio afTemble in 
tui^_n, and during lhat feafon they are caught 
among the birds of paifage which pillage ; ours 
garde^n's. Their - natural -vivacity precipitates .
them -into the fna^i^js; but, to fucceed well, it 
i? neceifary to have a male that has been ac- 
cuftomed to fing.- They are not caught by calls ; 
and -they elude the bird of prey by taking fliel- 
ter among the biiihes. In winter they fiy in 
numerous- flocks, fo that feyen or eight -may be 
killed at a fliot j they 'approach -the 'highways 
near which are thiftles and w^ld fucci^^ j they 
lhake off the fnow to obtain the feeds and the 
caterpillars. , In - Provence they lodgjex in great 
ui^nnbers ampngf the almo^nd-tfees 5 when the 
cold is - intenfe the)'’ feek ,the, coyei^f of -thick 
buihes,- and. -always near their propeyi food. 
Thofe.kept -injlhe cage are ^-coo^r^t^i^lly -fed with 
hemp-feed f. The'y-live to -a -.great ag^; Gef-^' 
ner ifaw. -one at Mayence "vl^ich was. twent^;^-' 
Jhree --^ears -old-; f^^^y.vyere obliged once a-week ' 
to fcrape its tiails ,and bill, .that- it might drink, 
eat;' and fit upon its -bar j .i^i:s, con^mon food was 
poppyrleeds j its ^^s^athers were all turned white ; 
it Ootild.not fly, but remained in whatever fitua-' 
tion it was placed., , In the -country,, whcre.I re
fide it fometimes lives fixteen or eighteen years. 
'' • it is true in general 'tl^iit the gi^t^nivorous tjjrds 'live
ipon feeds,' they alfo eat eaterpiilars, itnall gi^ub^si'- and infef^s, 
and even feed their young with the laitj^. they alfo 'devour-with 
great avidity fmall rags of boiJed veal ; but fneh as are reared. “ 
ypcfer in the end hemp and rape-fee^ to every other aliment.

’ ' They
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They are fubjed^ to epilepfy, as I have already 
ob:i^ir'^'ed*, and to melting of the fat • j\aiid the- 
moulting often proves fatal to them.

. 'Their tongue is parted at the tip into finali
filaiOeijts ; the bill long, the, edges of the lower 
mar^d.ible fitted into the upper ; the noli;rils .co
vered V’ih frnall black feathers ; the outei^, toe 
connedled to the middle one as far as the firft 
;^oint,; the intel^inal canal a foot lon^g; flight 
traces of,!i a gall bladder j and 4 millf-
cular gizzard,
. Totil* length of the.bird.,five.i^I^ches and, fonje 

tJ^O bjll fiX^^^I^^^;,Xhe alar extent ' eight or 
inches -f l^h^(2-,tail tw^o and cpnfllt^s of

ttyelyei quills j.. itf -is-a little forked,' and projeids . 
|jn or twelve J^jnes beyond the wings f.. [A]

* OWinjg, it is to a long lender worm which creeps under 

the f^efh in the thigh, and fo:^,etimes pierces through the Hdn, but 
. which'th^ tn^ eradicates \VdSi its bill. 1 doubt' not the exigenCe 

pf,thefc wormis, which Ftifch. mentions ; bnt I fufpeft that they are 
not the caufe of the'epiliepfy. , . ' ,

The yo^g Goldfinches are not fo long in propttJticn.

[A] .S^pecific ch^rafter of the Goldfinch, Fr'mgi^l^l^ct'Cc^r^diulii .•*-!
' *• Its wing-quills yell^ow befo:^is, the outermog fpotfefs ; the two

* outmoft tail-qiiills white in the middle, and the reft at the tip.’’ 
Thus-d^efcfib'ed'.by Br-iss^on-;—“-If is tawny-bi^bwn j ,the f^^i^ 
" part of its head, and its thro^lt, red ; its wing-quills white . atjl^h^' 
**, tip, the firft half yellow exteriorily ; the tail-quills black, the fix 
“^intc^mcdi.a.te ones white at the tip,, the two qutinql^ on piiber 

fide' fpotted interiorly Wth white.” The"- ihoulders of the male 
af^c blhck!/ thofe oA the female 'cinereous ; in the foirmer 'the fedi 
therf.'ht^t^e bafeqf tj^e.bjll are blapk, in ' tfie latter they proU.P-.Aint 
The young bird is gray^-headed, and thence named by the bird
catchers a fray putt. The 'egg is “peai^ily, with fcattej^^c^ bloody 
and blackifli fpt^ts.. ' ^ ■ • , •

’^<6 , , M
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VARIETIES of the GOLDFINCH.
Though the Goldfinch Wheji kept in the cage 

does not fo foon lofe'its red tinge as the Linnet, 
yet, like ill the domefticate^' birds, it is fubje£^ 
to.'frequent and material alterations in its plu* 
magev I have already pnttced the varieties of 
age and fex, and- alfo • the numerous differences 
thar oc^i^ir •between indi-vi^du^is.^’ in regard to the 
number and diftribution of the fmall white^ fpots • 
of. the •tail arid of the wings, and ‘alfo-with're- • 
fp^di tO' the lighter of darker brown’caft of the 
plumage. I iliall here con:fi<^(2ir'only the princi
pal varieties-which I have examined ’ myfclf, of 
which have been defcribed by others, • and which 
aj:)pear to me as derived from accidental caiufes>.• .u. • 1 •

M • 1
'I.'TT^e Yello-w-breasted Goldfinch. 

It is not i^nfrequent to fee Goldfinches which 
have the fides of their breaft yellow, and the ring 
on their bill and their wing-quills of a lighter 
black. -It. has.been fuppoied that they fing 'bet
ter than the others ; it is certain that in ' the fe
male the fides of the brea^ are yellow as in the 
male. '

/ III. The Goldfinch with White' Eye
brows and Forehead ■ *. Wbat is ,c^om- 

monly red about’ the bill, and the eyes, in • birds
• ■ 'k * *

■ * Fringilla C<ardu^i^^s, var. i. Lirn^.. 
Cardiu^lit ■ BriT.

I of

    
 



J7i -VARIETIES OF THE X^'O]^J^;FINCH.

of ' thi^ kind, was white in the preSent.' Aldro- 
TanduS mentions no other difference. I have 
leen a Goldfinch in which the part the head 
ufually black was white. * - '

III. The (jog^i^inch whose SHeh? d 
sfrRiPED WITH Red and. Y^^lo'o*. It was 
found in America, but jprobabliy carried thither. 
I, have remarked in feveral Goldfinches, that the 
red 'o^ the head’and'throat was variegated with ' 
fhadeisj^ilf yellow, and alfo with the blackiih 
colour 0^* the groiirid the feathers, which in 
ibnie parts' g^^^j'dark caft to the brilliant 
colouirs^^jf the'furface.
; • . J '

IV, The Black-hooded Goldfinch f*. . 
The r-^id.j^^iciiliar to the Goldfinch' is alfo found 
ini this v^rietyT .but* in fmali fpots-fprinkled ori 
ther foi'eliead. Its wings' ^iid“-tail' are alfb ’0^ ,
ufualr bu'f the ‘'bk^k and^ breaft are 'of a yeh 
lowiih'-l^bc^^f^^; -^liie bfelj^y aO'd'thighs ^f’a puirtT 
white, the iris yellowifli, and the bill and legs'- 
fielh-coidured.' -
. Albiri Was informed by'l^z?J^« that/

thi's individual was bred' by a fem'ale' Goldfiricl^-’ 
with .i^Jtnale Lark. But a fihgle teftiAiony^* 'rlf 
not - fufl^cietir ' tO 'CuppooC' fuch ah ' afli^rrio’ff Al^'f

i, I i JI . ,
• Fripgilla var. i. "Linn.

Capite, Eriff*
■ Fringilla CafJuelis, var. 3. Linn.

The Gddjiticlt, Alb. and Lath.

bin

    
 



, VARIETIES OF THE GOLDFINCH. 173 

bin adds by y^2af of confirmation, that it .bore 
fome refemblance to the Lark in its fong and 
its habits.

V. The Whitish Goldfiench*. If we 
except the, upper-part of the head and the neck, 
which were of a fine red, as in the Cpmmo:^ 
G^c^ldfinch, the tail which was aih-brown, the 
wings which were the fa'me, with a bar of dirty 
yellow, the plumage of this bird was whitifli.

- 1 ■ i iu

5^1. The White Goldfinch f,,
ALlc^l^c^^^^^p^dus was, like the common iciiid, mark

, , ’ ‘ • L J J - • J 1’

ed with red on the head, arid fome ^of the wing
feathers were edged with yellow j all the reft 
were white.'

• That^ pf A^bbp Aubry had, a yellow ^tr^n^^e.on 
the fuperior coyerts of, the wipgs, Torne the 
'middle quells black tfirpugh their outer half, and 
tipt with white ;, the legs and ,nails white, the 
bill.,i^jf the fame cplo,ur,i;but..blackiihi near • the

I faw one at Baron de Goula's, of. which the. 
throat, and fof^ehead were of a fain- redj' the'f.eft 
of • the head,bli^'^l<ii^ ; jall the of’ the
body white, ilightly ftained with but
purer imrnediat^(^l^y under the-.red ofiXhPi throat; 
and which rofe as far -as the blackiih head : its

* Fringilla Carduelis, var. 4* Ls^ifn.
Cardut:l!^s Mbida, BriT. '

f Fringillta Ca^duelisf var. 5. Li^nn. 
' Carduelis Candida, BriilV ' .

wings

    
 



*74 VARIETIES- OF THE GOLDFINCH.
wings yellow, as in the Common Goldfinch ; 
ihe fuperior coverts olive ;,the reft of the wings 

'w’hite, with a cinereous caft on the quills neareft 
the body ; the tail nearly of the fame white 
the bill of a'*rofe-white, and very lonig; the legs 
flelb-coloured. This- variety "is* the mor^ re- 

m^jii^k^able, being the produiftion of nature j it 
"was caught full grown in the fields; •

f Gefner ’was told that Gc^ldfinches are found 
entirely white in the tountry of the Gi^i^fons.

. I ‘
VII.- The • Black Goldfinch*. 'Several 

have been feejo of that colour. Thatj^ff A^fper- 
s hacz mentioned by Ahderfon, grew ’quite, black, 

after^, heing long kept in a .<^a^^e^.-r..An-infl^an^ce 
precjfelyithe fame happened in the town where 
I live.i j d '

In the one defcribed by BrifTbn, four quills of 
• the wings, froni the fourth to the feventh.• indu- 

fiye, were edged with a fine fulphur-colour on 
the outfide, and white on the infide ; the inte
rior of the “middle quills was alfo white, and one 
of them was tipt with-t^he fame coIo^tI; faftly, 
the bill, the legs, and the nails, w^ei’e whitilh.-— 
But it is obvious that defC•ilPtj^(cn prefents only 
one • view of' a fleeting exiftence*; the object of 

'h* general hiftor^ is to trace the gradation of 
appearanceSj and to, conned^ the individual ’with 
the fpecies.

• ^"Fringilla CardueUi, vaii’6; Linn.

There

    
 



VARIETIES OF THE GOLDFINCH. '.175
There are'^^t prefent two Black Goldfinches 

at Beaune, of which I have obtained fomceinfor- 
ma'^iion. i They are two inales, the one four years 
old, and the other of a greater age ; each has 
unde’rg^i^<e-three moultings, and has as often 
recovered „its beautiful colours : at • the • fourth 
moulting t both have become of a pur^o' gloflly 
black ; they have retained this about
eight months, .but it appears hot more con(^,ant 
than the firft, for now {March the Awent^-fifth) 
they begin to perceive gray oh the belly of one ^of 
'thefe birds, red on the head, •rufous-bn the'back, 
yellow on the quills of the wings, •* ah'd white •at 
their tijbs and on the bill. It Would be curicui.^^ 
to difc’bV'er how thefe changes of colours‘are fef- 
fed^ed by the food, the air, 'the temperature,'&:c. 
It is known that the Goldfinch which Klein eleo- 
trifi^d, loft' entirely 'in die cdtwTe'-of fix''months 
not only the red bn its head, but the ,:^.ne lemon 
fpot on hs wings.

J ' : '
1 Vm. The ORANGErHE,^:^]^I>,BLACR Gojl>* 

.flNGH^*. ■ Aldr^ov^andus found this bird to be fo 
. different from the Common Goldfinch, that he 

regarded ' it as of another fpecies, belonging to 
the fame genus j it was as large as the Chaf
finch ; its .eyes .were proportionally .larger ; the 
"“ippei^-part of its body was. blackiih, the.head

Fringilla CarJu(Us, yar. 7. Linn. 
' Cardutlis Nif^^a Idterocephaloss'-din^. 

Cardtttli Co^nit^ir", Ray, .and Will.
^ijfl '*

the

    
 



*76 VARIETIES OF THE GOLDFINCH. 

the fame colour, except that thcanterior part, 
near the' bill was encircled by a ring of vivid 
orange ; the breaft, and the fuperior coverts of 
the wings, of a greeniih black the outer edge 
of the wing-quills the fame, with a bar of faint 
yellow, and not of a 'ifiine lemon, as in the Gold
finch ; the reft of the quills black, variegated 
wiih white j thofe of the tail, black, the oute^- 
moft one edged interiorly with white ; the bel^^ 
c^i^ne^i^eous brown. •

This variety of colour was not owing to the 
' effeiSts of confinement. The bird was caught 
near Ferrara, and fent to Aldr^ov^a^r^dus. '

The Hybrid Goldfinch's. Many of , 
thefe have been obferved, and it would J)e tedi
ous and unii^e^c^eTai^^y to defcribe them' all. We 
may affert in general that, as in the mule qua
drupeds, they refemble the “father moil in'the 
exti^emities, and the mother in the rdft of the 
body. But thefe are -^ot real Hybrids,'for they ' 

sare bred between con^gee^t^i^ous birds, fuch as Ca
naries, ^c^ldfi^n^ches, Gr^^e^e^nfinches, Siik^in^j Yellg 
low Buntings, and Linnets ; and they are cag . 
pable of propagation :, nay, the -breed feems to 
be improved by croffing, for they are^larger, 
W-onger, 'and have clearer voices., 
effedt of this intermixture is 'a multiplication of

* Fringilla Cardu^l^s, var. 8. Linn. - 
' Carduelis H'^^’rida, Briff. ■' “

Csnarj Golidlf^lbt Alb. and Lath.
• ' ✓

    
 



VARIETIES OF THE GOLDFINCH. -x??
the pretended fpecies. I give an example
in the Siikin. ’ '

The Hybrid of Albin was obtained from a 
cock Gc^'^dfinch, feparated in its tender age from 
the mother, and a hen Canary. It had the head, 
the back^^ and the wings, of the Go^ldfinch, but 
with a ilighter tinge; the under-part of the body, 
and the quills of the tall, yellow,.the laft tipt with 
white. I have feen foine whofe head and neck 
were orange ; it feemed that the red of the male 
Was melted into the yellow, of the female.

The LULEAN FINC^*^.

Lt a ^uatre Rf^ts, Buf^>
Frhtgil^l^at Lulenjis, Linn. 
Carduelis Su^t^i^^.a, BrjiH*.

The moi^ remarkable property of this bird is, 
that the wings, which are rufous-coloured at the 
bafe, are marked with four tranfverfe rays of 
different colours; and in this order, black,, ruff, 
black, white. , The head, and all the upper^part 
of the body as far as the end of the tail, are of 
a dull cinereous j • the quills of the wrings blai^l^- 

, ifli; the throat white ; , the belly whitiih, and 
the bill brow^n^ This bird^is found in the tra£t 
fituated bn the^weft of the gulph of Bothnia, 
near 'Liilhea. *

■ ■- i . ■ »■
• Speci^c charafler !—“ Dufky } the bread and (Moulders ru» 

“ foi^s s the wings black, with a rufous fpot; the under-fujfac« of 
*• the neck and body wlfn«e.”
' Vot,. IV. • N ;
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F O R E I G birds, 
rklaVed to the goldfinches.

».

I.

.The GREEN GOLDFINCH^, or
‘ thh' -

, f
Fi'i^^gilla Mlelha^i Linn. 
Ct^irdui^^’is FiridiSf Bi’iT. '

IQ^r^W^A^i^DS firft figured an.d 'def’crlDed this bird, 
which he tells us came fpomfBrazil.—In the 

male the bill, the throat, and the interior part 
oTthe t'heald are of a fed”, mofe ‘oit lefs bright, ex
cept a fmall fpaCe between the bill and the eye, 
•^hich is bluiih ; the hind-part of the.head ‘and 
neck, and . thc^back, y^e^Iowzi/h-green ; the fitpe- 
rior ‘dverts of thh wirigs, and the^r middlc-quills, 
greenifii, edged .with.t^ed ; the great quills'almoft 
black ; the. tail, and its. fuperior coverts, of a 
bright red ;., tli;e^ inferi^^ coverts alh-gTay j all 
the ’ under-part^' of the body ftriped tranfverfely 
with brown on a ground which, is oliV^-green

' '' ! '’ * .Spei;i&c,chara5^er : — “ G/een ; the f^ce and tail red ; ith^ 
V }e’A(;r belly-waved witlr ivh^te and black.” ■Dec^rbed. thus b/ 
Ba. jssoN I—** l^elcw w^liji^t;,

verl'ely with dul^y ; the anterior part of the head and p;ck 
« fc^i^Tkt cotmir ; the bre-ih oltvie-green ; the ,fpat®*
«»■ above, and alh-^coloured below.^’ ‘ -

, .' OU
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rORlsG^i^ BIRlS',3,'6si. ■ fyg 

bti tii'e breaft, and continually grows fainter till 
it becomes entirely white under the belly. This 
bird is about the fize of the Common Goldfinclh; 
its bi^l is of the fame ihape, arid its legs gray.

The female difiers from the 'male, its bill be
ing of a yellow f^e^-colour j . the uppeir-part of 
its head and neck cinereous ; the bafe of the 
Aings and the rump yellowiih-gi^een, and fo is 
the back, without any tint of red ; the quUls of 
the tail brown, edged .exteriorly with red. wine
colour J. the inferior coverts white, and the legs 
fiefib-eoloured,

M .

II.
The YELLOW GOLDFIN(^]^^^^V

■ . ■ I .
Lt Clh^rdo/n^er^^t^ JtiuHe, BufF.

• FringiUa 7riJ}ii, Linn. '
' Ca^-duclis A^et^i^ana, Briff. '

' ^^m^rican Go^tiJ^nch, Penn. Edw. Lath.

All thofe who have mentioned this bird give 
U the appellation of American G^c^l^dlinch’; yet 
this term would not be proper till it* was afeei^- 
tained that ho other Gol^dfinch exifted ih the

4 . • I
■ * Specific charafter Yellow, forehead blaclk, the wings 

dnS^jy.^’’ Thus deferibed by Brissok “ Ydl^owifh Gold
*’ firich ; crown blat^lc; white tranfverfe itripeon the wihg.s; quills 

of the wings and of the tail black ; the exterior etlges and the 
^‘tips bf the leffer wing-quills wh^i:e.” It feeds on thiftle-fceds. 
* h6 fp^^^es'includes a variety which is afterwards defcribe^ by the 
’'•line of the New York Siil^in. ' ' . "

■ ' N 2 Ne’^V
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New Wot^ld,_ an^^this-.fuj^pDnfion is, not, only 
improbable, but alilTo^'m^^l'y falfe, for that of the 
-preceding article is._ a native of J^rrizil 1 have 
therefore adopted another denomination, which 
chara^erizes its plumage. The bill is nearly 
■O ihe fame fhape-and colour as the ^Cpmnqon 
G^^ld^nch j the forehead black, which is pecu
liar to the male ; the.,reft of the head, th<2^ neck, 
the back, and the. breaft, ihining yellow ; the 
thighs,, the 'lower be^l^,, the fuperior and,,in- 

,_^er^ior, ,coverts of the tail,, yeljowilh-white tl^e 
■Tmjill fiisyerts of the Vfings yellow 6n|t^e^j_putfrde, 

on. ,the infide, and tipt .with white ; ..he 
jgrea^; (C(^^^,erts, Wack, ,and terminated ’ wittli, wjbite 

-(jli^hl^l5,; Ifiaded with brown, wh,i(:l^,jrernii ^tyvo 
tranfverfe rays that are very apparentjOn, .,the 

^'•Jll^ck, wings .yji tje jriid.dl.e quiliS'Pif tipt
,'wiitI\^. w-liitiej f tbofe .cpntiguo^St/tJ.dhe back .apd 

• theif ■ .fc^o’yprt^ ate edged 'wyth yeliow. the .quills . of 
-the tail . amount to-tw’elve^,, are of.equal J^^ngths, 
,l^lacjc aboye, ,and, equal helpw ; tlie lateral ones 
white; on.t^he infide - near the tjp j ,the Jiil.^ird 

jl^egs flefli-coloui^i^^.. - ,. - |
In the female the forehead is not blac]k,jbut 

of an olive-green, and all the upper-part .pfith® 
body is of the fame colour,; the yellqw of .the 
rump,, and of the undei^-^j^i^i^i^.,^!^ the body, is left 
rbrilliant ; ;t:he black on the wipgs 'jiiore diljtO 
and.c^n, the coni:r;^i^^y ybe tranfver^l!^, 5i;ys,,^i^e.,not 
•o faint 5 laftly, ;the:- belly, and .th<^n^lfrrOri^\‘C°tt 
verts of the tahjipre entirely whl1^1^..t. , u J . . tT^hc

    
 



the G -OLD PIN C H 'igi
_. • •
Thib young male is diftinguiflied- from tKe fe

male b)r nothing but its black:- forehead. ' ' t
The female obferved by Edwards V^^s ihut up 

alone in a cage, tnd yet layed in the month of 
A^'ugiif^- 1755^,- a fmall egg of 'peai^l-gray, and 

"viii^h^iit fpots but, ,^5what is more uncofitimon, 
. Edwar'ds adds’, that it moilted regularly twice 

March and September.’ In winter 
■'the -bodjy was* entirely brown j but thfe- head,. 
‘iv'ingif _ and tail, retaified that* coloU^ .only in 
fiim'nSer. ' The' male 'died too fooh for this 
obferV^at^i^c^ri'j but probably, "ilice the'ferhale^t -it 

hTve* -dtc^pf^^its feathers twice '"^irib^a^ll^y, 
iA’ fhaV refp^eX''*reiemble thei' Bengali,’ the 

'"Vid'ow-bi’ddsJ -and-hihh'y 6ther hatid^i uf'warin 
’Airtiatesi' . I

‘ Th •t^tiAThbjk'Q:'’bbeeN/<id "lijr Br’iffdh, the Bel^^l^^, 
' -the lbi^ti's, -thednfelrich■c6Verts -of the t^£in,*,,^nd>c^if 

, d thi wings, wer^el(:^if thefamle -yellcW‘w^th the reft of 
' the bBi^^y the'fup'i^rior coverttS oFthi tail Vl^iite- 
fdV^^^Vd’the blnthedlsgs, i^nd the hails, wh'ite,: 
butlmoft'd^f'thefe ■•(^ifference’i’*may be -owir^g;. to 
the different ftates in which the bird has been 

'de^^nmined. Edwar^dd drew”'it from the life, and 
'’'Biyifpecdtnen appears tiefides to have been larger 
.’■{han that of Briifon. ' ;

d tells 'us that it -is very rare in Caro-'
thore freqUenHn Vii-r^inia, and very-co^^ 

dlVc)lr*"ill NeW York. The cr^'e'flgul’ed in the 
bVt^i^j^ht dr'ohi Canada, •where Fa

ther CharIevC^x faw feveral of that ■ .Jbec^cil'es. ‘ 
’‘'f* • • Hj ■ Total

    
 



F O R E I G N* B I R D S, Jffr.

Total'length four inches and one third ; the 
bill iive or fix lines ; the tarfus the famisj th^' . 
alar extent feven lines and one fourt^lh; the tail 
eighteen lines, co^^^i^jg^^lf twelve equal quills, 
and flretchink fix lines beyond the wings.

MI 1 <
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The LESSER REDPOLL*
Le Siszerin, BufF. '

rj^i^iingilla Linaria, Linn, Brun. Kram. Frif. &c.
Fringilla Rubra Minof, Ray, Will. Briff. Klein. 
ahe LcfJir red-beaded LiHne:t, or Redpoll, Penn. Barr.
' Ell. Alb. 'and Lath.

TT^R-sso^N calls this bird the Little Vine Linnet: 
but it appears to referable the Sifkin, and its 

fong is much inferior to that of the Linnet. 
Gefner tells us, that at Nuremberg it has the 
name of Tfcb'iit-Sche^rh^^ on account of its iharp 
cr^jr; he adds, that it appears only once in five 
or feyen yeai> f, like the Bohemian Chatterers, 
and arrives in immenfe flocks. We learn from 
the relations of voyagers, that it fometimes ptiihes 
its excurfions as far as Greenland :f. Frifch in- 
“ ■ forms

* In German, Zitzcberlein, Mee'r-Zcijlein, Stock-hcnfing (S^^h^k 
Lintnt), and Rot^-plattige. henfiing, (Red Plated Linnet J ; in Swifs, 
Scho^ie^le; in Pruffian, Tchctzk^; in Swediffi, GraoJiji^a; tnc Greek 
name is- AiyiSof. .

f Wha'tever is uncommon'turns into the marvdiou';. Some lay 
that the appearance of numerous flocks of the Lcf^'er Redpolls 

• forebodes a others, that they are'j^s^ts mii^;^morp..o!cd
into birds before the winter, and refume their proper form in toe 
fpring. In this way it is accounted for their not being found in 
fumm^:r. Schwenckfeld. ’

. .J: “ Another bird appears in Greenland in the yamr^ier., which 
refembles the Linnet^ though f^^Iler : it is dili-ngHihet. bi i.s 

V head^ which is partly red as blood ; it may be fed with oat- -I
N 4 ■ “ ih
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,, ,84 THE . LE:S;SER REDPOTLt

. » • •
foi^tn^JiS,iitbat-in- Germany itiarr'ives in Od^ober 
and' Nov^r^jlb?!-, and departs in February. - 

•tihaVe faid that it bears more ans(logys tO the 
Siikin -than to the Linnet ; this was-thb opinion of 
Gelner, and it' is alfo that of Dr. Lottinger, - who 
is '“well acquainted with thefe little birds.’ Frifch 
goes faft’nt'r, for he aiferts that the SiikimWid 
ii?rvc'foj' a cal! to a'-lure the Lel^it Re^dptolls^j^nYo 
-fnares in the time of. paf^ge, and that the two 
Jpec'teijSi^tt^rh^ix and propagate with each- ptber, 
Alldo^'^hndUs^^’p^lCelVed 'a-' flrong likeneis betweeh 

' i^He cLtiTyhFSS’dp)f'U land^'the - g^<^d.li^^^h,'*whicK,
OJ^r^^^j^t>’Sds■■ired'hi(^^^(S .'J^r^fembles 'much'?^' ^i^kiry. 
JI‘bird-^cSt^lh^ o^^ Art^tit; rxJ)erien'cr and ' littie 
reading, told me 'tliiit'he11aasaag{i^S:ti'^^ali^y^'S^f'•  ihe 

',Le^^et''^lRrt^’pOilS■ interriiixbd with^' SilCitn^s,^ Sbich 
S^dre 'V'ery^'f^ke/tifp'^c'ii^lly the feihi^Tes, oiV!^ 

’ 'p'^hml'ar;<* W^is^'da^ker, ^ii'd t'H^Sr'hill ihoif^J^f..
X^a'ill^, L^^illSSPh's’fays,■'tH^^tfthr 'Lbff?t^R^ec^S^Olll5'^^S- 
qumt' p'l^(:€^&c^Vere^(i’’d•irlsSSldeVSi and'SchW^t^ncl*- 
feld 'T^■ck’6ris'’fhrSeeSS d]^^'VhefS‘■^er'S' i^'ohgfTie 
al’^n^mits^ which tht^yS prefer f biit" the S>iiiki‘ns 
are extS^i^t^lly fond oR thefe frrdt. The LSffer 

■ ■■' : ■ ■ ■ - --r •
«<-niwwter vu • Bomedmes’fvbole flocks OF'th’efe 'birds alig^hl) fen 

bpard^,-li^e^,cl^^^<^^,driven by the wind, when-i,y(^flrejis
•f or a fiunered’ leagues from land. They have a pleafauit 

' "onut^uafhh Ue ^*11^. t^es Vo^'. May noV^hofe be’the
ht^ET'e bir^s w^iithitbe Chinefc breed in .cages-tb’ f^ghf ■? ^yiTjiefe 

»« birds refea^t^Ie Linnets, and as they perform diftant journe^ys» 
V-ijf !b? |^^^^-3k^^s..fl^r{^r^;^ilng to find tlicm in a country Jfo 're-
« ■ ' Tj-j) .r.',)-!'}

’ ' Re'flfi&Us

    
 



TH!: REDPOIjC^ x8^
. * .RedpollSiCat not rape feed like' the LinneI,'‘buC 

hemp feed, the feed of fpeckled nettles,thiil.l^s,' 
of 'Hi^:x, of poppies, and crop the buds' of young 
branches of oak, -&c. ; they mix readily with, 
other birds : they Are particularly tame in winter, 
.and • will then allow us to approach very near 
Jt^'em 'Withput being 'feared *. In general, they •. 
,liaye,jlttle,timidity, and can eal^Iy be caught with 
chnciei^'wigs. . / '
, Xhe Leifer Redpoll frequents the woods, and 
joftcmdodges .in the oaks : it creeps along the 
^trunk, like the Tj^l^rqoufe, and ,alfo' clings to the 
e?^tir(^i^'ity pf- • the fn^J^ll ■ brancl»<s5^K , Hence pro- 
bably,is derived the qaipe Ltnaria• Truncalis
pnd,perhaps thatj/^jf Litjle^^C^t^k,,^ .

. 'The^Leff^’f^r Redpolls, grow yery^, /at^.,''aqd ate 
>jc<^<211ent eating. .Schw/nct:fe^^^^_/fays, , that /tpey 
have/ craw like' the ppultr)v,diii;;in^<3f from the 
ftqall ,fae formed bv,J^]^^, dilatcXto^i/ pl^jh^p afopba- 
^upPbefore its infertionj into, the gi.z/ard ^^his 

is mufcc^lar, as,is thatt; all- the granivo-
..rpySj tribe, and, m^^y 'pebbles are foi^ind/n it. 
/ jjln the-male, the •, brej^li' /nd. th<3,jtop of the 
head are red, and there are two white tranfverfe 

oftripes on,the wings; the reft the head 'and 
iaiU'’the uppe^-pa'rt of the body, ' rbixed with 
,'frQAyh 'and light rufou s; the throat brows/ ; the 
•ib^ily and,the tnfelIt^r“. coverts of the taii'arid 
'■-,11 /’ ■ • • < _ ■ .

' Qliole remarks are Lottinger’s.- Schwenckfeld related, that a 
prodigi^ous number of, the Leffer Redpolls were caught in the be* 

^girn^jt^ng-^^ winter A. D. 1602.
' “•f^ 1. e. Tr^unk Linnet.

'•wi^ngs,

    
 



iSG THE LESSER REDPOLI^.

wings, ruf^y white j their quills brown, with a . 
complete . B^irder of a more delicate coli^i^^; 
the hill yellowi'ih, but brown near*the tipj’the 

.k^gs brown, Thofe obfervcd by Schwe^^ckifeld 
had cinereous backs. ,

in the female, there is no red except on 
the head, and it is befides lefs bright. Lin- 
nseus excludes it ent^ii^t^lyy; but perhaps the one 
which he examined had been kept, long in 'the 
cage.

Klein relates, that having eledi^fied in the 
ipring one of thefe birds, and a Goldfinch, 
withopt occafi-oning to them any fenfible in-^' 
jfury, they both died the following Od^ober 
the Tame nigih : but • what deferves to - be 
noticed is, that both had entirely loft their

. red tinge. •
Total length above five inchejs; the alar ex

tent eight inches and a half; the bill five or 
fix linei3; the tail two inches and a hal< 
and fomewhat forked,'' contains twelve quills, 
and projed;s more than an inch beyond the

, w^,ngs. [A] ' , '

[A] The fpecific cbaraflcr of the Lefler Redpoll 
l^iuaria, Linn.) : - “ Variegated with duf^y and gray, above 
“ tawny-white, yh.^i^ilh. double f-ripe on the wi^n^^; the crown 
“ and bre^a^ftir^id.” Thus dvicribed hy Hriffon : Male. '** Varie- 
“ g.ai^trd, above dui^y and tawny gray, below taw^^-white, duf^y 
V fpots between the bill and the eyes and under the thr^^t, the . 

"’‘■(rrt^vrn and breaft red.”—Female, “ Crown red, double 
‘‘ tranlverfe firipe on the wings, tawny-white 5 the tail-quiU^ 
«£ duflky, and the edges wh^tillii^i^ay.”

It

    
 



, THE LESSER REDPOLI^.

It inhabits the whole extent of Europe, from Italy to the utmofl 
verge of the' Ruffian empii^i^: it is alfo found in ^e north of_.A<^

• Md America. R is on^y half the lize of ' the Greater Rec^t^lL. 
It build? its mit among tjte alde/s,' emplo^yjng for tha^t puj^pofeJ 
fma^ i^cbs and wool, and liuing it with hairs and down. J^tllyy^, 
four eggs of a light fea-green coloUi", marked at the large end 
>iih reddilb points,—It breeds in the north pf England, and rev 
ibrts in flocks to the I^i^l:hejrn, Counties in .^ii^tt^r; and in-'^at fea- 
foni it feeds princ^p^ly on alder feeds.

In the female the ipot on' the hea4 faifron colourt^t^j, and no^ 
l^ed. ■ . - ■
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The S I S-X I N».

Linn. Gmel-
Acanthus Aiuicula, Gcfneir.
L^jgwrhm!, Will. BrilT.
S^^in^s, feu Ligurinus, Aldfov, ’
Sijk^t, or Penn. and.Latb,

? albTre gratilvrcirous'btircfs, the GoldlinehJ^s
^‘•"'•'’reckoned the mol^ a-klii to the Sifkin ; both 

‘'Iiave fthe hlff elohgat^t^dS and llentler 'le'ar the 
jpoinl: ; ^oth are'Jentle/decile, and lively. ’ Xh^ 

their interrnijftpre We alfo .hl th propa- ' 
■■^gb?ll'^!Sonfe WatuUalilfll'haVe been induced by 
'thefe^nalogics, ‘^o r^farif as Iwo' contigU-

ff/eci0' b'i^Dnginp;f6 rhe iWii'e gen6s^; 'indeed
■ fil^l the :^?iihiV^<SSi<aus blt^ds^^SiaSi hi^ cfafh^n together 5 
’^c^Qfjt ’̂dir'"cc<5fs-l)r'i£ed aixj prollffc.' ^ince ‘ tlifs 
^ggnt^fal chaa;-a(fteil fexteiids ’ to tlVenl’ 'iill,. it* becOfnes 
the'lndi^ necibiTirry .tto’’ fele^t the' diftingUiihihg 
featuif^^S''&bcP td'-'trace the ^i^isc^iife bound^i^S of 
each fpecies. • * '

The 'Siikin Is fmalli^^itrthan the Goldfin^l^*; its 
bill IS pVoSc^t'titjnallyt-tElioj^t,!", and its plumage'is^' 

i' VI.. ■ ■ ‘ •
I *i InJCe^nn^i; Zin/l, Z^yfcheni Ztijlehn, Engelcheit, Ziuing, Orarnt 

li^t^^ing QGrenn jliU^ijet) in Italian, fLugc^rOt Lugarimr,, L^ganeldo, 
*1 Ii<carino t m poliih, Cz^i^jee^ ;^n 'Turkilh, Utli^ugan', in Sweili/i, 

Gl'oen Sr/z^d i i‘l^'Gjrreek,iJXxatOi;) ©(pavTiij i 
S'^ii^:'.^t A(^^tniis,',fhaauiSn^t^axii Ligurinus, froni hiyvji og j^eOj^Uj^t of 

. the f^illnefs of its"^^^^3. \
* ■ ■ entirely
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■ < * 

entirely : its head is not red, bdt bla^lk;
its throat bro'wn; the fofe-part of its neck, its 
breaft, and the lateral quills of its tail, yell*^w; 
the belly yellowiihlwh^ihi^; the under-part of 'the 
body olive-green, fpeckled with black, whi^cti' 
affumes a yellow caft on •the rump,, and ftill 
more yellow on the fuperior coverts ofthe tail.

But in the more intimate qualities, which 
refult dire£;ly from ' organization or inftindt, the 
differ^ences are* '"The Siikin has a
/oijg ,pecul-iar to itfelf,,and much, infjerioir/to .that 
09,the Goldfinch ; it is ve;ry,^ip.d pf alderr^feeds, 
which the Goldfinch will tieyer tpuchj., an^ thcr' 
Siikin, , in its^ turn, is, , indifferent, ab^^t .tbifl^I<> 

• fe^^^: it crcitips along the.br^adl^ll<^s,\a^^c^,fpfpends 
^ifellf fr^pnx their extremity ,like the .T^jpouie ;,-7p - 
In flior^it,, ,we might .r^egard,.it,as gn 'intermediate • 

. fpecies to.the Titmoufe, and Goldfinch, , Befides, 
it ,is a.b‘ii^ri_p!f pa^T^t5^^>,nnd in it|,inigrntions^iLt flies 

pat a great height, and is heard before it caq. be 
•Teen j,,;wliereas the pJclklf^nch continues, with, us 

,whol^,y^ear, and, ne^^t^r flies very .hig1n:■ 
d^a^ly., ' thefe- two birds, are ne'ver obferyed to af- 
fociate together. , , .- ■

', phe Siikin can be, taught -like the Goldfinch, 
ntp^raw up.the little, bucketsit is equally ,docile, 
and though, not fo adive, it is more che^i^ff^l; 
for it begins alway^s. the earlieft in the rf^.orning 
tp 'i^j^ltble, and to rouZe the other birfls.'' But, 
as it.has an unfufpicious temper, ,it is,peffi;y de
coyed into all forts of' fnares, -.traps; ' fprings,' &c. ,

    
 



igo T H E' I -S I if.
an'd it is more eafily trained than aiTy other bir^ 
caught iu'the .adult ftate. We need only tO 
offer it habitually the .proper fort of food in the . 
hand, and it “will foon.' become as tame as. the 

. moft familiar Canary. We may even ac<iuftom. 
it to perch upon the hand at the found of a bell j 
for if at firft we ring 'at ^^iach meal, the fubtle:- 
aifociation of perceptions, which obtains alfo 
among -the animals, will afterwards rduze it to, ' 
the call. Though the Siikin appears to ,fele£lt 
its food with- care, it coufum'es much ; but its 
v^oi^a^cious appetite is fubordinate to a noble paf-

■ fion : it has always iii the volery fome favourite 
of its own fpecies: or if that is not to -3o ob- 
faini^di^f a bird of .^r^t^tiher fpecies, which it che

, * l^iJnl.es and,feeds with tjj^<2 fond nefs of a ^^^i^etit.r— 
..It drinks often*, but. feldam bathes ; it only 

approaches the margin of the .water and dips its 
bill and brea^^ without much fluttering, except 
.pe.rhaps in hot weathen - -

If is faid that* it breed's oft' the iflands in the 
Rhinej.in Francne•^^omte, in Switz^era^nc^ Greece, 
and.H^^n'gary, and that it prefers tne.mountain 
foreils. Its. ' neft is very difficult to difcovCr}', 

which
*r The bird-catchers lay Iime-t\Vgs at the fides of broOks, and 

are very fuccefsful in the capture. ,.
t “ The bird-catchers.in Orleans, fays Salerne, agree that tliC

' difcp^^^y of a Silkin's neft is a thing quite unheard of» - It isi .
“'probablos hoV^ev(;rs that' -forac continue in tlie count.rry, and 
‘'breed near, the banks of the Loiret,. among the aldersy of-which 
“ they are very foi^d; and the more fo as..young ones -are fptme-- 
** times caught with limed twigs or in traps. M. Coloipbe.-iu 

“ ailiires
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has given rife to , a vulgar opiniott, that the 
. Sifld^ renders it invifible with a certain ilone. 
~ Accordingly, our accounts are inpeI^.fe<St in regard 

to that fi-ibj^efc: Frifch fays that it conceals its 
nef^ in holes ; Kramer fuppofes the bird covers 
it with leaves, which is the reafon that ■ it is^ne've^ 

' found.'—The-beft way to afeertain the point, 
would be to obferve how they proceed whetr they 
breed in a voli^i^ry; ^which, though the tidal has 
not hitherto fucceeded, is ftill po:Tble.

But it is more common to crofs them^ with 
the Canaries. There feems to be a great fynipa- 
thy between the two fpi^cies ; theydltew a reci
procal fondnefs at the very, firft'meeting;., ^n^ 
intermix indif^irimirt^t^i^l^*.. When a Sffkfff is

' paired with, a hen Canary, he eagerly fhares her 
tbils ; he is bufy in carying materials for the nei^, 
and arranging them;, and regularly diigorges 
food for*, the fitting fema!k:. • But yet moil of 
the eggs are addle : for the union ■ of beart8■■fs ' 
not alone fufficlent in gener*a^t;ic^u,-' and the tem-

■ afTunss me, that he found a neft with five eggs in the blea^c^hiSelcl ' 
** ‘of M. Hery ide la Salle.” Kra^ei^.tdHs tfs, th.it irt tlf^ forefts 
fh^'i^ted by the' Danube, thoufands of yoang SiCiins are foun^, which 

not dropt their firft fea.thcrs, and yet it- is very rare to meet 
with a ne^. One day when he was b^^ani^ing with one of his 

Jfriends about the 15th of June, they both faws male and female 
. Sifkin often ^y towai^dis an alder ivith food' in thdr bill:;; but, 

though they fearched with all poflib^e care, they could neither 
, hear nor fee the young ones. . •

1 *. Father Fougot, from whom I received thefe teraarles, has 
■oi- five years feen a hen Canary breed thrice annually with the 
fame cock Canary, and the four fo^low^ng yea^i^s' twice annually 
with another Canary, the firfl having died. '

pei^an^e^nt

    
 



192 THE SI SK I N,
peramen^ <of the Sifkia wants much of the 
■^arimth of the Cana;^;y.—The Hybrids ref^mble 
Jbotlh parents. . '

In Germany, the Sifkins • begin to migrate in 
Od^ober, or, even ea^l:^i^rl; at this time they eat the 
hop feeds, to the great injury of the* proprietors, 
and the places where they halt are ftrewed wdth ' 
leaves. eThey entirely difappear in Deeerriber, 
and return in Ffel^l^l^!^rry*. In Burgundy/, they 
arrive at the feafon of vintage, and repafs when 
.the etr^es in flower : they are partichl^irl^
fond of the blofToms of the'apple-tree.

In- -Provence, they leave the woods and de- 
\feend from the mountains, about the end of w . .
^autumn.,, At that time, they appear in flocks of

I two- hundred, and fit all upbneth'e 
■a^me treeii.or at a ,,very little.dift^ance from each 
other.' ql^Iie pr{Trge• continues fifteen or-^tt^isn- 

aftej- which fcarcely any mor^t^^ are 
rfeen f. . •» / e • .
« - -The Siikin of • Prov^ence is rather larger, and 
is of a finer yellow than that Burgundy 
Itiis -a flight variety of climate. «■ ' .
. Thefe birds are not fo unfr^eque'nt in England 
eas Turner fuppofed §. They • are feen as in

/ Ffiicli. -uj
f Note of the Marquis de Piolenc.
i,Note -oC lyir Guys. ■ ,

I mention this on the autho^iit^ of Williighby. But the. 
author? of the Britifh Zoology fay,' that, fhe'y never faw the bird 
in thg county, and we muft conclude that it is at leaft rafei^o

"' Other
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-other plaices, - during their migration, Sfudfome
times they pafs in very numerous flocks, and at 
other times in very fmall bodies. The immenie 
flights happen only once in the coui^Jfe'oJf three 
or four years, and fome-have fuppofed them to 

, he brought*by the wind *. , ‘
J The Tong of the Siikin is not difagrecable, 
though.much inferior to that of the Goldfinch, 

.(^liich it acquires, it is faid, with tolerable faci
lity J jt alfo copies the Canary, the Linnet, the 
.Pettychaps, &c. if it has an oppoirtunity of head
ing them when young. ‘

■ A^t^cor^di^^^g^. to Olina, this bird livest^en years f ; 
the 'female .of Father Bougot has i^eached that ' 
age, but we mufl obfeirve that in birds the females 

. alr^j^^s outlive the males. i However, the ■ Siikins 
are little fubjp<d to difeafes, except the fr^ei^ting 
of the fat, when they are, fed with hemp feed!

The. male Siikin has the, top of the head blac^, 
the ref^ of ■ the upper-part of the body olive, and 
flightly ■ var^i^egated with blackiih ; the fmall up- 
.]^<er coy^eitts, of the tail entirely yellow ; ,the great 
coverts olive, terminated with cinereous ; Toi^t^-* • * ■

V^iimes the throat is brown, and even black J; 
‘ the

♦ Olina. In Prul^<a> myriads are caught in the.j^J^i^c^st.^.
Klein. . , ' • ■

f Thofe which toU at the bucket ('a.-la galiri) are much 
f^orter lived. . . ■

All the*ad,ult males have not a black or‘ brown throat ; I have 
^had fon^e in which it was yellow, like the brcalt, and yet they 

ha^ all the other charafters of the males. I had an oppt^i^t^i^i^itt^' 
•h, ’V. to
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the cheeks, the fore-part of the neck, the breaft, 
and the lower coverts bf the _tail, of a fine lemon 
yellow J the - belly yellowiih-white ; the flanks 
th'er fa^^.^' but, p^^ckled with blac^Ik; there are 
tv^o olive on yellow tranfverfe ftripes on the 
■^injgs, the quills of which are blackiih,' edged 

with an • olive-green ; the quills of the. 
tail yell<^’^,, except the two intermediate ones, 
which are blackiih, edged with oliye^gre^n;

• they have all a black fhaff; the bill has ' a brown 
point, vtie' reft white, and the legs'are i^rr^^y.

In the female, • the upper-part, of the head is , 
-not • black, but fomewhat variegated with gray,; 
.a-nd tke throat is peither yellow, brown, nor 
black: but white.

< ,Total length, four inches and three-fourths ; 
the bill five lines : the alar extent feven inches 
and two-^l^h^ir^ds • ; the tail twenty-one lines, fome^ 
yvhat hooked, and proj.e<ding feven or eight lines 
beyond-the wings. [A]

. I -
. to fee this blacic fpot form by 4<yjnM^s on one caught in the ne(t; 

it wa; at f.rflt aboi^t:'the Gze'o^ a fmall amd extended jnfenfibly to;
■ a length of l^x lines, arid a breadth of fpj^i^r- in the fpace of eigTitcen 
tnonths, and at prefett (8th Ap^^l)' it appears ftiU to’grow; This 
Silkin feen^s to be largci* than common, and its breaft of a 
yellow. - '

[A] Specifiic chai^^if^t^rof the Silkin Fringilla Sjfintu:—*• The 
y wing-<Juills are yellow in the middle, the ^rft four ipottl^fs; the 
** ^aills of the tail yellow at the bafe, and black at the tip,” T!^^® 
egg is ver^ fina]ll, and whiite, with reddiHi fpt^^s. -

■ ' M;
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, Varieties the species ^of siskins.

I. In the month of Septenxher laii year, a 
bird _>ras brOught to me that had been'caught in 
a trap, and 'which muft have been- bred between 
the" Siikin and Ca’n^Try; for - it had the - bill of 
the latter, and neairly the -plumage of the former: 
it had - un'do.nl^ti^c^ly‘-^Ifcj^jped from fome vole:^. 
I had. no’oppo^’tu'nil^^y-'of hearing its fong, or of ’ 
obtaining progeny ’ froni it, fince ' it died in 
.JVt^i^ch following ; but M. Guys informs me^thz^C 
.in general the warble of thefe hybrids is varied 
and pleafant. - The upper-part of the ’body was 
mixed with gray, with brown, and with a little 
olive y^ellow ; which lafl: was the principal colour ■ 
behind, the neck, and was almoft pure on the 
rump, on the fore-part of the heck, and of -the 
brea'^as far as the thighs ; laftly,-it bordered all 
the quills of the tai.* and wings, the ground of 
which'was- blacl^^^ij^^-and almoft all the fuperior 
coverts of the wings. . '

Total length four inches and pne^foouttr; the 
bill three lines'and a hal:f; the alar’ extent feyen 

.inches and a half; the tail twentyr-'two lines, 
fomewhat forked, and proje<ding nine Unes be-? 
yond the wings -; the hind-toe was the longeft. ' ■

O 2 . The' '

    
 



.1^^. varieties of .the.sise:ins., '
Tbe afaphagus, xWq inches ‘three lines, dllat^e.d ii> 
the tbape of a fmall .ponchi before its ,,it^n€^rti(^i» 
into the gizzard, which _was milfcixaafj.i^Qc(.lii^(rd 
with., a loofe'cartilaginohs.niembrane ; ; the i^n^l^^Cr 
tina^lffube' feven, in^^es and ■ on^^^fic^iu^lth ’ a iinall^^ 
gait-bladder, but no ckcum,

II. Theieene YorO^ jJisKSNi < Weneeee^iy' 
to dompare-'this Iwith athe Eur^cjpean'f^iiikini a:o - 
pf^Cet^ive that itPds a-Var■ietJ^er^^i^l^t^’le^g^^^^c^ra^' -the ' 
difference of climat^e^* .It I^'rather larger,-*and' 
has its blll ‘ fomewha^ Ihprter 'thae joufs it^*haA a 
black caap} -^th^ yellow^’ , of -^he - thi^oJni and , bfeaft> 
afcend's behinda'the 'neek,- - and ‘forms iKotf'e^l^'^e 
Jar J.' theffam^ej-^f^louri borders 'mofltofjtH ■ 
on f 'the higheiQ; ''J)al:t; r^f'•.the tba^lk:: .and appears 
again^-cm' the lower’-p^^t' lof-the bac^* and c»iIt^lf^ 
rump ; 'khe'^ape^^ior coverts -of- thea tal^a^rrewEhite 
the quills of the tail and of theewangs "ro-.'o:f "i 
fine black, hdc^e^^"'aed 1,^^f^tffeWl^ll Whi^l^^:'llllH Ihe 
ued^r^-pelrt o'f the body - js dirty - whit^eL: Ai't^bi ’ 
Siikins- hre rbvl^e^gf-birds, and fly^fv^eryjlo^^TtjEy'j^l^e^^ 
may .have migrated t^I^t^o-Nol^tt^^(^Aroie^^^^^^^ltaed; 
fuffered fome. changes in their plumage *,

. -till .ThenOLivrA^R^EZr^. rThe upper*parlwofl j 
th^'b^'y 'istOliv^)'!* the-.^nnder Iemoh'jftheihe^£idj'

J* Mr. Lat^ha^no reckons this bp^d a. variety op ^the_ Tell/O^■ 
Geldf^ucH'^ottjim^r'^ctat Gt^llipinch, (Fi^ifigUlia beibre {le-^
fc^bed. z. ■• ' •

' I Frin^i^l^lh Spinus, Var. 2. Linn. ■
« I ■* t blacU; j

    
 



' VARIETIES OF'T^^HE- SISKINS; 1^7- ‘
l)l^ck } quills >of''the • tail add wiugs^l^^okifh/
^dgfed more or lef§’ with lightf/eliow wTnOa^'
niarke^ with, aryellow -ftripe^w " So. far it much fe- 
fembles the -Eurc^p^e^a^u^and the,New YorlcSiikin,' 
and •it&.fizOiandl (lrape:>are- the fame;e - pro
bably the fame bird, which, being latelly intro
duced into thefe different climates, has not yet 
tii^cde^j^ooe, allt^he change.
f.ttlq jthe.f^^o^allei the top io^ wl^l^.ll^^i^<^^iii^■^^(^Cf e^t 

iwrrowurg^nWyi. and thew^ecks lemon, ias • a^fdslhc^{ 
thi^oaiVx-

? Itdhas iaiqi|<^afant i&n^jgiiand”a^n^^-thati<refpe<2:i 
«X^c^€^lsl • 'irird.sxi^oLt Soui^h^w ^mwri<^{^>
isi fonndr^i^.earfi Bu^n^i^s-Wyresi andn!thel Str^aifs, 
off'MaggelUnj^iii^j/thfi^i .^vioods i icwhich !^ll^.eltei: 
ir^c^m.' .the Tevei^^^y-:: of ,the '.cold. • qnd '^ej Violencer 
of.:the. win^t^^^j'.’ The j}n«e whicbl Ccrr^t^i^i^ifoa ■ 
liwawas cai^j^l^tt -by! li^!^^ foott■bet^veee^I>r’^]he two^, 
waives of a m^ufclei.

•The bill .add Ibgs.' were fCiin^recu^t•; .ihei pupi* 
bluifh ;, tke^idi^ii^^^'^^'j^rioi-ned ’by dts T,phelel^^ ’- 
'tO'Wthe'{i3uu<^r-^tt^e-,;' the. , h-indi^^oel' tho-thickef^, 
an^\ ifs• Ihi^ii*/]^^-/aU’hf . it.wve^ch^d aa. 
ounc^..

Total length four inches and a hallf. the bill 
live “lines ; .the alar extint- eight- thdMMi •'

Knes^W fonxewbeC»fo^k■ed,i<:c^^ia]^f^eed' 
of twelve quills, and projeding about an inch 
b'^^yoljidfWi^^ih. Wlt’^gSl»/'tWe wings coi^^rfft^^Cf b.iily, 
Wxteen feathers.

o 3 IV. Tlie
* \

    
 



198 VAIOETIES OF THE SISKINS;

ly. Th'e Black Siskj^in*. As there are 
Black Goldlinches with an orange he;^d,fj) h^ere 
are Black Silkiils with a yellow' head, Schwenck- 
feld faw one Of that colour i'lq the' volery of Sile- 

. fian gentleman ; all the plumage was black ex'w 
cept the top of the head, which ' was yellowiih.

Spinus^ Var, 2, Ifinn,
'L^pgufinus, Briff..

M
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' FOREIGN. .BIKDS,
.RELATED TO THE SISKIN.

I.

t-

VThe CATO TO • L*
\ ■.

Friag^illa-Catotul, . Gmel. ' 
Cacatototi, Ray.
'Ligurinu{ Miexicanus, Brii*.
Tie Black Mexican Sijkin, Lath._

This is the name given in T^eecico to a'Tmall 
bird of'l^he iize of our Siikin, which has 

all the upper-part variegated with blackiih ful
vous, and ^11 the - lower-part wHt^ifh, and the 
legs cinei^<^(^i^^; it refides in plains, lives on the 
feeds of a tree called by the Mexicans hoauhtli^^ 
Und hngs agreeab^^;y. ' ,

• Specific cbi^ir^O^f^i-:—« Variegated with blackiih and fulvous, 
,?f ■ J^elOw bright white, ”, ,

o 4 JI. The

    
 



200 FOREIGN .birds,

II.

The ACAT’EOHiLrrJ

Fringilla Me^icana, G mel.
Ligurinus Mexicanut,
AcatechiehictU, Ray.
.The Mexican, Sifiin, Lath,

' -J . 1 < , . .T^^ttle which _ we know of this^^Jlrd evinces 
Jits'**r<jljifi<^i^jjto-the Sifl^iia; its fize is nearl^y jlie 
"fam<5: Itsfon  ̂'the fac^is; and it-fe«^(^§ pn the 
Yarn^e fuO^nce'sl;'  jt^^hea^' and alt-tLe;,
* of theO^^t^^’yare ' greeniih ■ti;rowjn J'^hf'throat' and all • 
-tliie undi^^^nart . Wfete' il^addd ' wit^^' yellow^.^ ^^llf 

^7f**Tr I •'■j 'fir I't•Mexican nanqie' Acatec1;)tcl)ictli.ti lignifies th<i bird
1^Tafi,uubs^ itJeif.c^T'atnJ^.the reeds x ipay not this ti'ii J . ' fijr- *t allude to fome , .of. its .haOits ?

'’i. “^/Specific, clh^irad iGn^enih dulkcrj below'^^ti/Hl’^n -t

    
 



CHoi Ifc*

Th:' T A N/A G.R EiS.
I

BufF.

Tn the warm parts- of ’ America is found a very 
*“■ numerous, genus of birds, .fonie of which • - .1’1, j’-r- ’ J 1 i SO r, .- are called Tan^aras at .lIi^a;^!!; and nomencla- 

-J j'tolrs 'havex^adopted this namje.for all the ipecies 
included. ‘‘Thefe birdriiaW.^be^n^iqppqled^ hy 

jnolt trayellei^ to be a kind.of Sparrows : .infap,
■' ‘ I V '> ;;!£vpdu -*<3 to’

they, diner^^ f^(om the .European Sparrows onfv 
by their corOurs, and by a .minute charaCtet^.

i, rr-d. k 'Vtim^a jib iLvipM/
that the upper mandtble is IcGIi^ii^itrson hoth 

Ti<^'es^ ne^aitne poi^i^tt 
Sparrows in their IpffinSliVve ' I^aLS^tS^SI^ley fly low 

and by^r jerks p theif mol^e© a-re-fcsaithect^ioft'hart 
harih ; they may be alfo reckoned granivorous, 
for they live upon very fmall fruits j they are 
focial with each other, and, like the ' Sparrows, 
are fo familiar as to vifit the dwellings: they • 
fettle in dry grounds, and never in ma^Jf^i^ij; 
they lay two eggs, and fometi^n^<^!3', though rarely, 
three.

The Sparrows of Cayenne have feldom'more 
eggs, while thofe of Europe have five or fijc;. 
and this difference is perceived in general be
tween birds of hot and thofe of temperate clis 
l?ia,te8. The fmalnefs of the hatch is cornpen- 

fated1

1
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ao2 THE TANAGRES.

fated its frequent repetition, love being- che-
riJhed and maintained by the continual and uni

, form warmth. ■
The whole genus of Tanagrcs, of which we 

know more than thirty fpecies, exclufive of va
rieties, feems confined to the new co^itti^isi^n; 
for all thofe which we ' have received were brought 
from Guiana and other countries of America, 
and not from Africa or India. This .multitude 
of fpecies is not furprifing gCTTcnr-the
number .of birds in the torrid zone is perhaps 
ten times greater than in <tlicr regions, became 
nature is there more prolific, and V'A di^urbed 
iti her operations by thej^mcrfcrtnce of -mail; 
becaufe forefts are there more frequent, lup- 
iiftence is more plentiful, fand the cohls of wim, 
ter are - unkne^o^^n : and tire . natives of the tuo- 
pical countries, rioting in a perpetual abundance, 
are totally exempted from the rifks and dangers 
of a migration, and feldom are obliged even tq 
ihift from one haunt to - ariother.

To avoid confufion, we lhall range the thirty 
fpecies of Tanagres into three divifions, .adopting 
the chai^i^<ders from the mol^ obvious difference, 
that of fize,

.The
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'The- GRA^N^r^; TANAGRIV

Tanagra Magna, Goie}.

Firji Spdci^ts.^
This is feprefented N® 205, H. Enl. by the 

appellation - of the Tai^t^^gre the Woods of Ca^ 
^’nine •, becaufe I was told that it always came 
out of the extenfive foreils : but M. Sonini of 
Manoricour has fince informed me that it alio 
lodgers- ci^en in the bullies in open fituations. 
-The male -and female, .which are much alike, 
commonly /y together. They live on fmall 
fruits, and fometimes eat the infeiSls that prey 
on plants. ' •

The figure will give a diftindt idea this 
bird. It is entirely a new fpecies. [A]

.[A] Specific “ Dufil^jr-olive ; the forehead and ‘
cheeT'is coerulean ; a black’ maxillary furrow; -the neck and the 

f* lower part of the rump red j the eye-brows, and a fpot on tlie 
f‘ throat white.” It is of the llze of a thrulli j the undi^^-part of 
fhe body reddiih. ■'

T

The CRESTED TANAG^F^E^,

La Buf^.
Tanagra Crijl'ata, Linn, and Gmel.
Ti^i^iagr^ Cayamnjis Nigra Cr 'tj^ata, Bri.T.

Second Species. -

This bird is not quite fo large as the preced-' 
Jpg, and is. proportionally thicket. Its owes its

' name
X

    
 



204 THE CRESTED TANAGRE.

name to a fmall crcd: which it can erek aC -4 
pleafure, and which diftinguiilies it from all the ,3 
other Tanagres. . • '

It is very common in Guiana, where it lives 
on fmall fruits. It has a ihrill -cr)^ like - that of 
the Chaffinch, but has -not the fong o^ that bird. 
It is found only in the cleared fpots. [/Vj

[A] Specific ch^i^i^idee:—“ Blackiih ; a goTjlc^oIcur^fd crei^ • ; , 
“ the throat and rump fulvoas.” Thu^ de^is^ib-d bi|^ci£SON ; 
—“ Crclled and bl^ckifh ; the r^il^^^he:^s

Ik lm/fP

it.t .

—“ Crclled and blackiih ; the goU;^ CWu
«. at the bsfe of the bill black " '

ba^^, and the rump, 
the tail-quills blackiih.” 

itilegs arc lead-colored.

ll black j 
>, dilute

The VIOLET TAN

It is fi:

rf.

11
Le 7angt^^to *> Buff. 
y’^wagra Jianar'ienjis, Gme^l.

^hird Spec'iei^K
• • - •«».

We are indebted to the late M. Commerfon 
for our knowledge ' of this bird it is well pre- 
ferved ■ in his a^Ueftioi^^ he had .called it the 

i Bunting (Jii^uant NoirJ, which . is very--
improper.—It is of a deep violet on the body, 
and even . on the belly, with fome greeniih re- • 
fleitions on the -wings and tail. j ,

It . meafures from the end of the bill to that 
of . tile tail eight inches j its bill is blackifh, and

'1* Contrafted for Tann^t^ira-vi^okt.

1

eight

    
 



THE VIOLET 'TANAG^KJE.-}-
t^i^ght -or nme lines, jj}? ■ length its tail, which is- 
not taper, is thcee .jinclies long, and p^<0e^ets^ 
eighteen lines bej'ond the wings ; the tcfi/us is> 
about an inch long, and blackiih, as well as the 
toqs ■; the .i^i^ili^^are thick and ftfong. j^^i .r i 

, Jn the- -female ,the head is .of ailhinln'g blac^Jti,)
like polilhjcd (leei; allj^he reft o^ t-hq, jplumage isl 
of an uniform blue. On the upper-part of the 
body, however, and on the rumpi ard foine 
ofafhining blac^k." r,

“"The' .Violet Tanagre' is founc^^'at- BtietioS-'' 
Ayr^esj and ■probably in -.other ■p^tsJ.^^iaKaguay.,; 
We are unaccmainted with its modeofiIilFenL DM

\ [A] Specific chiur^Oit^ir?—wings and tail 
** gl^ofTed with grem.” '

.iirr *' .1 'T
. : The SCAJ^,LET -.TAHAGRE. '

Le Sca^rlctttt* Buff. \ '•'ij
’1‘attagra Ruhnt^t. var, Tihin.

U n. / 1 H h. ’ ' 
Fourth Species,

'■^iThIs bird Is • the fame- With' the Cardinal oT^i 
Bi:ijrdn, aiid’ -with the'Scarle^'Sparrow'.b^ Ed^ 
Wardst 'To'it W'e Ihodld allo' j^cferi-iirfti the ' 
tw^fe^'Pfed-.-ahd Black Spairows of ^^l^dlovaiidus ; 
.the only difference bein^’fhat 'the one b^I^peheU^ 
tddlJre lts‘tall,-'arid th^s’defeift has'beehl'tbnVerJ- 
ei'’KydSl(^^i^<^v^j^i^(^ii8-ihtd a -fpecifid ■ Cha^^Jiferi' in ' 
wh;^i^li,error he has bceu^copiecJ - by,ailkthe orni*

■ thologifts, ,

    
 



oioS • SCARLET TA^AGRE;

thologiflts*., Secoo^^ly, of.Mtsitfea
■gavV^'^’e Thirdly, of Fernan*
dez. Fourthly, and laftly, The Brvzilivn BIv^cIc* 
bird ,of Belon, which received that name from 
thofe who firfl: imported it .into Frances* /.Aikloo* 
vandus has copied Belong The defcriptlons coin
cide ,in every refpeft, except in the fongs • of thefe: 
birds J • and I obferved that thofe which chanted 
were larger, had v brighter red tinge 6n the 
plumage, and alfo on the fupe^-ior eoverts of the 
wi^ngs, -&c. which makes it very prc^bable ,that • 
they were the mal^i^'; indeed..in vlmofl^ivll kinds 
of bi.rds ^it is the males that are mi^cal,

It would vlfo appear, thvt:,^n,'the male the 
feathers on the ^ad vre longer, vnd form v ibrt 
of ereft, vs Edwvr^ds. has figured itf This hv^- led 
fome travellers .'to' fay that there are ^two kinds of 
Cardinals in Mexicto; ope,erefl^<^»^,,which fmgs 
vgreevb]^^, vnd the other fmaller, which . fings 
not vt all. . • i - •

Thefe birds belong to the warm . elimaV^<^!^'<^^ 
Mexico, Peru, vnd Brazil ; but are rare in Gui
ana. Belon tells, us that in his time the; mer- 
/liJints who traded to Brazil drew eonfiderable

• Tanagra Bra/^l'ia, z. Gmel. , "
Rut^i^le/s Blu^ and-Rei"Indian Will. ,

; f Mr. Latham reck^ons th.e Tijepiranga to be die female of the 
Koided Tanagre X Tanagra Pileata

J Thies' is the Tanagra Brajilia of Linnxus, the Cardi^natHi of 
and the Brajilian Tonager of Latliam, Its fpecific cha- 

xaflcr :—«• It is fcarlet ; its wings and tail blai^I^.” It is inches 
and one fourth lo^^. .

* ‘ profit8

    
 



THE scar^'^^t tanagb^e^^ ao;* * ■ 
profit from the importation of them. Proba^l^-y . 
the feathers, were employed to ornament the. 
robes - and other dreffes-^hen in fafhion, and thefe 
birds ..were more nutnerous than at prefent.

' We may prefume that when travellers talk of 
the warble of the Cardinal, they mean the Scar
let Tanaa^i^re; for the Cr^ejiied Cairdinal is of the 
genus of the Gt^c^ib^eaks, and - confequeni^l^y a 
filent bird. With. regard to- this point Salerne 
contrac^iids himfellf in the fame page. It is uni- 
verfally .admitted that this Tanagre has an agree
able warble, and is fufceptible even of inftruc- 
.tion. Fernandez- relates that it is found parti- . 
cula^Iy at Totonocapa in Mexico, and fings 
delightfully.

We reckon the following varieties this 
ipecies ;—' ■ ' ' .

Firii, iTj&e Cardinal^*^,, mentioned by
'BriiToii, which differs from, the Scarlet Tanagre 
onlybecaufe fome feathers of its .back and breafl:-' 
are -edged with gre^eia,'which forms fpots dT the 
fame colot^^, and of a crefcent ihape. A.ldoo* 
Vandus calls this The Short-tailed Bl^c^(^kbir^d^,. '
' Secondly, The CoH^i^jred Cairdinalf, mentioned 
by Br:iTon. It has not only therfame fize .and 
colours as^^lie Scarlet Tanagre, but the fmall 
coVerts, and the edges -of tlie quills of the^^ings 
are blue, and on each fide of the neck are'twd 

' great- fpots of the fame colourj they -are co^^^ti^-
. ? Cardine^is Nsa^ius,. Brill'. , ,

•t’- Cardinalis Twquatus, Brifl*.
' . guous.

    
 



aoS- the scarlet tanagre. ■
guous, and fhaped like a crefcent. But Brillbii

■ -copies -his defcriptions of the Collared ^nd Spot* 
ted Cardinal from A^l^di^ov^andus, who faw only, 
the figures of thefe two birds, which renders 
their very exiftence doubtful. Indeed I fliould 
not 'have taken notice of them., did not the no- 
menclators infert them in . their catalogjues.

Thirdly, The Mexican bird which Hemair- 
dez calls The Tai^rot-coloui'ed Mexican bird, ' 
and which BI:iTon defcribes under- the name of 
■■^ee^icc^^ Cardinal, Hernandez fays, only, “TJhis 

, bird, from,, the lower part of the bill (which is 
. ipmewhat hooked, and entire^ly cinereous) as fat . 

as the tail, including the whole of the . belly, - is a
miniums- tinge. The.fame c^^our,is fpread over, 
the rump, and part of the ba^lk; ' but neai: the* 
vyings it receives a greeniih ' tinge that graduall^y 
incr^eafes from thence to the ' neck, which is quite 
green. The head has an amethyftine or.hya-/ 

• cinthine tinge.... The circle . which .furrounds.; 
the pupil is very wbitte* and the orbits of a de^jp’ 
cc^rulean* The origin of the wings . is y^llowifh ; .. 
their quills hyacinthine, and marked with a 
greeniih ftr^eak. The tail is entirely amethyf- 
tine, ' without ^ny mixture - of green, and morp 
dilutejnear . the,end. The legs, which have three 
toes before, and pne behind, are of 
violet.” j . ,

'' *,Tf^<ffe ifly i^n ^c^ck^ss, a^i^d str^e 'C^a^^ly c^a^ug^ht
•yfih .nootes,-and. .<^tt^<^t fnares. They are 
tamed , are - fal-* -ahd-goPt^'to eatt

'' ' ' -‘'rk
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The. eAM.ADA_TANAG^E;

TaM^lgra RU^rrt,. Gmel.
Cardinalis Canadlen^^, BrifiT. 
The Red T^t^agre, Penn, and 
The Summer R»^~^ii^tl,e ‘

Fifth Species,

’ This bird differs from the Scarlet Tanagre hy 
fts fize and plumage ; it, is fmaller, and of a light 
flam<^-^i^<^l(^i^r; its bill is entirely of a lead-colour, 

' and has .none of the peculiar characters ; while: 
in the Scarlet Tanagre, the uppef-part of the bill 
*8 a ’deep/black, and the point of the lower
mandible black; the reft' of it white, and ' bellied' » • *. * 
tranfverfely. ■

The Scarlet Tanagre Is. pnly found in the 
W^^rmer parts of South , A^mer^ica ; as in Mexico, 
Peru, and, Brazil. TheC^anada Tanagre pccur^s^-
in man;y traCts 'in North’ America in the coun
try .^If the Illinois 1*^, in Louifiana- j*, and in Flo- •. 
rida $ : fo that there is no .reafon to doubt tha^' 
thefe birds are of diftindi:, fpecies. , ‘

•• It iSjfcarce more than an |i^i^d]r^<^,^eagues fouth of; Canada 
that the Cardinals begin to be fcen. Tjieir fong is the^r
plumage beautiful, and their head wears a Creft.” Cba^r^L^i^v^o^xx. 

f Le' Page Dupratz. - -
t “ On Wednefd^y arrived at the port • (pf 4 bark

from Florida loaded _with Cardinal-bird’s (tins. anfl( fruits. . . . 'Th« 
Spaniards bought the Cardinal-birds at fo high « 'price as ten dol« 
Urt f-^piec?, and notwiithftu^cdinjg the puibliic . diHrefs fpent om-i^lhein 
the fum 18,000 'dpUsrr^.'” jG^EMBLLt CARE^t. •'

VOL. IV. . P It

    
 



2i0 •- the CANADA' • T^ANAGRE.

It is acc^^ati^ly -defcribed by Brilfon. - He baa 
' properly obferved/that the red ■ colour of its plu
mage is much lighter than in the - Scarlet Ta
nagre. The fuperior coverts o^ the wings, and 

" the two quills next the bod-y, are black j all the 
other quills of the wings are -brow^n" and edged 
interiorly with white to their extremity ; ■ the tail 
confifts of twelve black quills, termin^t^t^e^.b^y a 
fmall border of light whii^<^;- the -lateral qtjills 
ar&hraithe^- longer than thofe" of the middle, 
^^hich. makes the' tail fomewhat fork^ed. •[A} -

’ . . 1'
XA] Specific chari^iiler of the Tan^^ra Rubra It is red j

“‘its 'wings and tail blac!^'; its tail-quills black at the tip.” Thus 
defcribed by Bai^sj^c^K Its wing-quills are d^^i^,’thei* inner

edges white ; the coverts of the wings and its tail-qu’ills blacky 
“ th« margin of.the latter 'white at the- tips^” '

T

. The MISSISSIPPI
. . . •' * .■ . »*

2gnagra .Gmc^ll. . . <

Sixth^ S-^ecieSi ' •
■ ’ I ' ’ »

This ii a. new fpecies. It refembles much the • 

Canada Tanag^eJ ’ only ■ its wings and tali', are! not 
l^^ck, but of tlie, fame, colour with the reft of the' 
body. Its bill is larger and thicker .^han-in anyf 

/OlT the TanagreS■ j and alfo the inandibles:.a're; 
convex^, and „inj^ated, which is uncommon^. eye^Uj' 

j^Oi^.-any’ il^^nd • of. the - birds,^^This chai^i^<d^^ >, iSj 
badly, expre^^s^d. ^•U^e’lP/anc^h^isx'n^ziP/i^i^eS^^.rivnpii - 1 • r

It
I

    
 



THE MISSISSIPPI ■ Ti^l^^^^GRE.

It Is much in/ei^iio.r to-the. Scarlet T^uagre ia , 
point of fong. It Av-iii1^k;s fo loud and fo ihrlll j, » 
that it would ftun one iti the houfe, and is .^t. 
only to be heard in the fields, or the woods, 
*• In fummer,” fays Dupratz, “ we frequenl^^Iy 
hear this Cardinal in the forefls, and .in winter 
Oil;y on the banks of rivers after it has drai^lk: 
during that feafon it never quits its' lodgment,, 
but guards the proyifions which it has flor^e^d^^ 
Sometimes it colledts as i^uch as aiParis .buiheli 
of maize,, which it ,«cov^iers artfully with leaves, 
and then with fmall branches or flicks, and al
lows only a fmall opening by which tO' enter 
into, its magazine. ” [A]

1 - •
[A] Specific d^hK^d^e^rIt is entirely red.”

• The TLACK-FA^CED /TANAGRI^*
* A
Le Camail, ou Za Cr^t^'vatte, Buff. 
ffa«a?ra At-a,' Gmel. > 
^c^t^t^agra Meianopis, Lath. •I 

Seventh Species.
‘ • • •' »

This new fpecies was 'prefented' -to the,king’s* 
cabinet by Sonini de Manoucour. Its plumage; i 
Is of‘an uniform cinei^t^i^i^s^'; fomewhat lightei: 
tinder the belly, except the fore-part and thft' 

‘Wck of the head, of the throat, and of the top 
of t.he'-b'eaf^, which are fpfead'with black., - The 

• 'vings and the tail are alfo .(cinereous'"^ut deeji<?r 
' p 2 . caft.

    
 



212 T^HE -bLaCI^^faceD Tanagre*
caft than ' the the ; the quills
of the wihgs are edged exteriorly with a lighter 
afli-colour, and thofe of'the tail with a ftill more 
diliite ■ ihade. ' '

This bird is the fevenfh of this genus in 
point of ■fize. Its total, length is feven inches ; 
the bill nine lines j the ■upper mandible white at 
the bafe and black at the ' tip, the lower is en
tirely black j the tail is fomewhat tapered, three 
inches and one fourth long, and projeds two 
inchei^-’beyo'iid tfie clofed' ■ win^g^ji- / . ‘

It is found in Guiana, in the cleared fpots, 
but 3s veiry > rare, and has been noticed by no 
author. [A] , ,

[A] .Specific tharaOli^i’; ■«—'<It is'anerd^i^s! j tiie ftrref^de ofits 
V hendi and Hie i/aole of die O^w^ef j^iaitOof its are

J 1

The TANAGRE.
Le Moirdore, BdfO. 
Tamgra - GmrI.

Ei<gbth Sp^e^di't^St
■ t

This is alfo a new ' fpee^i^i^,. and preferited py 
Sonini. It«is- of the ■ fame fize with the prr^c^cl^ 
ing ; its length feVeti inches ; its head, wn?{2^s, 
and ’tail, a fine gloflTy blacky the reft of the
body gilded ■ dark brown, Oeepe:r on 'the fore-part 
of the rteck and on .the -breaft ; its legs ^s^are 
brovwn J its tail, thougl^ tapered, is three inches 

. ' • - . long,^. 

    
 



the BLXcK-HEADED tanagre. 2X3

long, and projeds fifteen lines beyond tl\e
; the bill is black, and nine lipes long.

We are totally unaccjuainted with, its habil^t^*. 
ft is found in Guiana, and is ftill more rare 
•lian the precei^ii^n^* - [A] ,

♦ . '
[A] Specific chain^<El€r-olF tlie Tmagra-At^icafilla It is ra-

* ; its head, wi^gs, and ta^^, ; with a. black furrow
on the-wings.”

The FURRO’W-CLA^ED TANAGRE.

L^On^^i^t, Buf^,
7anagr.ei Striata, Gmel.

Ninth Species,.
' r-

The nails • havrt^’ on ■ each fide ■a fmall furrow, 
running parallel to the edges. It was brought 

, by Commerfon, and as it refembles the ' Ta- - 
nagres in every other relpedl, • it is more than 
probable that it came from South A^mer^ica. ,

■ The head of this bii^d- is^ifl^i^i^ped with black 
and blije ■ ; the ahterior pa^t of the, back is black- 
ifli, and the pofter^io^!-’ brrghl orange ; the upper 

^coverts of the tail brp'wnj the upper • eo
f Verts of the wings, lheir'qurlls, and thofe of the 

. tail, arS' black, • edged exteriorly with blue ; all 
the under-part of the body is yellow.
, Total length near feven inch^is; the bill ■eight 

and furr^ow^f^d^* near the point ■ as ,in the 
^,*^anagl^(^ir ; the tarfus nine UneSjJ .and the mid”" 
. to^^(^h^6';^i^rae.' -r n

' » 2 <C^ora-p 2

    
 



, 214 THE FURROW-CLAWED TANAGRE. 
' '

• Comnaei^foh has left no particulars with re-
gai^d^lto ■ its habits. [A] ; •

[A]' Specific char^afiteir.olf the Tanagra It is'black,
’ ‘'f yellow be^i^w; its head Griped with co^rulean and blai^lcj the 
“ lowel^ part of its back

T^he BLACK TANAG^R^E^, and the 
RUEOt^i^, TANA^^^.

Tenth Species,

Sonini informs us, that thefe conflitute only 
one fpecies, and.that the reprefented Pl. 
Enl. No. 2,^ is the male, and that of
No. y II, the female. The female is entirely 
rufous, and the male entirely black, except a 
■vliite fppt on the top each wing.-p^They are 
common in the cleared parts'o^ - Guiana ; and, 
like the others, eat fmall fruits, and fometimes in- 
fe£l;s. Their cry is fl-inill, and they have no fong. 
They appear in pairsj'and.nevei in flocks.

♦
* s

Th<;*;rtRQtJOlSE TAN^^^Ili.'
. • ^"7 '*•*
Le Turquin, Jluif. ' ,
'^r^t^n^lgra Brafdienjis, Linn. 
Tanagra Brafi^ii^jis Ca^e^^^tie^,' B'riT. "^nd K^ein, 
'j^h^ictotJ, feu --dvis Spi^tx Majaii, Kay.

Eleventh Species,
' j'* tr . . ■' ■ ' .■. All the Jower parts ,ofj the bot^;y, ,the uppet*- 

pai^^t“of the head, and the fides of ' the neck, are 
deep

    
 



> T^U^E^QU^OISE TANAGRE- ' ps
f

\ deep or turqiioife-blue j theforehead, wings, 
and the tail, are .black- j there are alfO fome fpots 
of, black near the legs, and a broad bar of the 
fame- below the breaft."^This bird is found in 
Guiana, but is. not frequent. '

The RED-BREASTfeD’TANAGRE.

Le Bec D.jlrgent, Bu<^. 
, Tatn^igra .Linn.
Latiiu^ Carbo, .Pall.. 
\^c^rr^ii^alis Purpurea, TBi^i/T.’ '

J ,J' ’
t^wxeelftb S^pecies,

■ t’ The fettlers in Cayenne fiave 'given -
this bird the name of Sili^^e^-Bill (Bec-crArgent)\ 

. which exprelTes a remarkable fpecilic chai^^t^er ; 
.viz, that the bafe of ‘the lower ex' * * I . I , •
tends under the dyes, and forms ' on each fide a

' thick plate, which, when the f^ird is alivey looks 
like the brighteft' filv^^ybut this 'luftre tarniihes , 
'after death. ,It is imperfed^5^;y't^e^j^irefented in the 
Blanches Enlumin^es. • Edwards has given an ex- 

'c'ellent figure of this bird tinder the narne ' of 
R^e^c^~:bre^£^^ei Blachbitrdp lie is deceived indeed 
in regard to the genus, but he has bit the dijC- 
criminating features. .

The total length is, fijc^ inches -and a half, ,and 
tliat ‘ of the bill nine lini^is,j which 'is'blaclc'ori the 

•' ' *.................i . t- ‘
P 4 upp^-

    
 



6 TANAGRE.

uppdr’-part y tlie? head, throat, and' breaft, are 
purple, ahd the ’ ref^ of th'e-‘body black, with 
fome purple tints. The iris' is brown; The' fe
rnale' differs from the male^ 'i^iat only in the 
colour of its bill, but in tholTenf its plumage ; the 
U^J^<^l^•-part of its body is brown,-with fome 
jhades of obfcure • purpl^e^^ and the under-^jjjii-.t 
reddifti ; the tail and wings are brown. '

. Another difcriminating character of the male, 
’’is •a fort of haff collar 'j^ot^nd ^hp- occiput, formed 
by long purple,, briftles, which projedt 'Uear three 
lines beyc^n^d^, the •feafhej^sJ,- We . are indebted to 

p^c^nini foiT.'this’remark'.j, tipd alfo for our-acr 
:quaintance . with' .this.and all the other Tanagres 
of G diana.) [f
. Thia bird is more numerous thai^''{^Y^)r-o^ 
the • Tanagres .•ln!bhe • I.fiiind 'of- .Cayre^nn^. and in 
Guiana; • and»it probably. occurs in m^aj^'h^o’^her 
-^{^I'm countries of Ameri^caj fb! Fernandez gives 
the fame account of a Mexican . bird that fre
quents the vicinity of thejnduntains of Tepuz- 
cullula'. It f^edis npori fmall fruits, and alfo 
upon the large pufpy produce of •th^'banands, 
&c. when they are ripe; but, eats no infedks. 
It haunts the cleareft fpots, and does not fliun 
thc^^-heighhourhobd of dwellin^gsSa and even vifits 
J^He gardens. However, the Red-.^riafted Tana
gres are alfo very- conimbh^, iri defeft tra£;s, and 
eVen iti' ' the glades of the fofefts • ; for in fpots 
whefe the brees are . levelled by the hurricanes, 
and where the fun darts his • burning fays, there

are

    
 



T^HE RED-BREAS^TED 'TANAGRE. 217

are generally fome of thefe thopgh^^^al-
ways In pairs, arid rie'ver in -flocks. ■ ' f

^Thelr neft is ' -cylindrical, and fornie^what 
cuYved, which -'they faften horizontally -betweeri 
the branch^isis*, the entrance being below -; fo that 
t^he rain, from whatever dire£ii^nit bea^!^,-can’- 
'not peneiraie. It-is fix'i^^hes lonj^,' and four 
inches and -a hallf in diami^l^t^^rj- it is conftu<3^ied 
with ftraws and- the dry leaves of the Indian, 
flow^ei'ic^g^j reed *, arid Abe bottom', is well 
^iith broader portions of the - fam^ ' feaves': 
“-"-it is.generally fixed -in the ■loftiefl trees. The 
female -lays two elliptical eggs, which are whit^e,' 
and -covered at the thick end with -fmall fpots o^ 
light - red, which melts away as it approaches the 
JOtih^l^,.end. 1 .

Some - nomenclatofs Hi’ve- given this bird the 
name of Cardinal; but improperly nn^l^hers- have 
fiippofed that there ds an/obVii^v^Si'varieiy -'in 
this fpecies. In Maiiduit's cabinet we'' fdw 
a bird whofe . -plumage Is palei /rofe-colour, 

• variegated, with grayf; b- am jfather. linclined'to 
think, r that this diffe.renq^.' isi oceafioned,’ by 
mouliing;l [A]

‘ Cannia In^iea, Linft. , ,
[A] Specific clu^i^s^ader of the Tt^^naraa^oti^f^t^:—* It is black*

** fron^^bhrOat, and breaft Thus defcrlbed by Br'iiT-
-ibn ; “ dUl,purple; thciquills of the wings ^ndt

Wl, and the thighs^^xg^lt^fi^, .F£z»«/i^i^,,i^‘jS^bovc diaBtjy,
“ mixed with dull p^^plie; below tawny ; the'quiils of the

and of the tail d^ulfey’’*' The Mextcafi ham^'is Jbtchiitetettf:
VJ ?' 1 3

The
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The SAINT DOMINGO TANAGRE.

L'Ef/^c^aie, BuiF, '
Tanagra Dor^ir^icii, Linn. Gmel. and BrHT.

Thirteenth Species.

This ' Tanagre is called the Slave in Saint Do
mingo ; and yet we are not told whether it can 
be bred in • a ca^<^,, or is gentle and familiar as 
the name feems to import. Perhaps it owes th-e 

, , appellation to this Circum^i^i^i^^:—the Crefted 
Tl)^-^catcher in Saint Domingo, and the Forked-
tail Fly-catcher of Canada, are termed T^lcmS^ 
andare much • larger and flroriger than this bii^d^ 
which alfo feeds on infei^s. , .

• The Saint Domingo Tanagre bears fome re- 
femblance to the Thrufllcs s the colours, and par- 

• ticula'rly the fpeckles on the breaft, are finailar in 
both, and, like the reft of' its genus, it has the 
upper mandible fcalloped.
' The head, the upp^r^-^j^^i^t, of the neck, '■he 
back, the rump, the fcapular feathers, and 
the fuperior coverts of the'wiir^g^s, are ' of an 
uniform coll^m’; all the unde^-part of the body 
is of a dirty white, varied with.brown fpots, 
that occupy the middle of each, feather j the., 
wing-quills are brown, •edged exterio:tIy with 
olive, • and interiorly with dirty-white ; the two 
middle quills*^f the. taiV are brown, the reft of

- , ihe
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THE SAINT DOMINGO 't^y^NAGRE. 219' 
' * * . ‘ *

the fame colour, with an olive border on jheir^ 
itmer-fide ; the tail is fomewhat forked ; the legs 
are brown. [A] ,

ITtj Specific cbai^i^iSer of the I’anagra D^im^ieu; ~ It Is 
“ fpotted with black, above duCky-olive, below whiti^l” Thus 
defcribcd by Britan': “ Above dufl^^, below dirty-white, varie- 
“ gated with duiky longitudinal fpt^t^j the quills of its wings.and 
** of its tail dul^^, their outer-edges olive.” '

The BISHOP -TAN AG RE.

Le Bluet, BulF.
Tanagra-Epi/copi^s; Linn. Gmel. Briiff, and Salcr. 
^he Syacu, Edw. •

Foi^urteenth Species^

It is larger than thofe which form the fecond 
-divifion of Tanagres*. In the male, all the 
uppe^-part of the bod^y is bluiih-gray j and in 
the female, all the upper-part of the head is of a 
yellowifb-green, and all the • upper-part of the 
body, the back, • the upper furfaee of the quills, 
the wings, and oj" the tail, olive-brown, glolTed 
v^ith violet ; .the broad bar on the wings, which 
is light-olive, is.diftinguxihed from the brown on 
the back.

»

* Some fente^C^ces are' omitted here, conti^^ining the author’s 
reafons for re.jed^nig the appellation gi^ven this bird ‘ of Cayenne' 
Bijhop, and for adopting that of Bluet. ,

Thefe

    
 



aao THE BIS’ HOF ' T AN AG'RE:
Thefe birds are very common in'Cayenme; 

they haunt the ikirts of the forefts, plantatior^ss,’ 
and places that have been lo'ng cleared, where 
they feed upon fmall fruits. They are never. 
feen in large bodies, but always in pairs’. They 
lodge at night among the leaves of the palm
trees, at their j^uniaibn, near the item, and make 

the fame noife that our Sparrows do 
among’the willows ; for they have no fong, and 
their cry is (harp and unpleafant. [A]

fA] Specific charafter'of the Tauagra-Epifcopm :—It is cinerc- 
0«s, its wings and tail^-ccer^ean externiOlty.”

I ■ ■

The RED-HEADED TANAGRE.
■ Jyt Eeu^ge-Cap, Buiir.

T'anagrd Gularis, 'X>uin.,(^meI. 
'■CarJ^ittatis BriH.,

' Fifteenth Species,
The ’head is tinged y^jith -a beautiful red ; , all

• the uppeiT-part of the c^<^<^;y ,is oTa fine blacl^ ; .
- it has a .narrow long fpot of black on the breaft, 

-with purple -fpeckles ; the legs, and the upper 
mandible. black ; the lower mandible, yellow at 
the bafe and black at the., tip.:—T^^a .is
not very common in- G^uiana ; nor are we ce^- 

‘tam’ tr^^etherTt is’ found’ ainyy^lik^ite elfe.' FAI ... Ji jj.o y -»>
[A} Specific cha^^iSer of the Ta^i^^ra GUia^s :—**. It is. black.

" white below, its head red, its throat p^pjle.” Thus defc^bed 
bjcRtiilbn : ** Above glofly blai^, below fn^iwy ; the head and 

up^^i^-part of the throat Ica^^let ; the’ tail-Q^iill^.l^ll^(^lkiiTi-”
• ■ . T^^c.
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The GREEN TANAGE^E.

Le Ta^i^^g^a du BrefH, Buflf.
Tan^fgra. Virettf, Linn, and Gmel. 
t^iuiagra BraJilienJU Firidis, BriflT. "

Sixteenth Species,

This bird, which'we know only from Brifibn’s • 
' 'defc:ription, is larger than the ‘Hdufe-S^p^a^irro.w-: 

all the uppeir-part of the body. gre(^in; on each 
fide of the head is perceiyed a bladk fpot' be- ' 

• tween the bill and the eye, under - which is a bar 
of very brilliant beir^l, that extends quite along 
the lower mai^dUjle j’^^he Tmalleft fuperior co
verts are of a very brilliant fea-green, the-others 
green. ' *

The throat is of a fine bla<^lk; the lower-part 
of the neck yellow, and all the reft of the under
part of the body, yellowii^-grei^n; th’ wings, 

. when clofed, appear of a green running into ' 
blu^j the'^cjuills, of the tail the fame colour, 
except the two intermediate ones, which ate 
green. ' -

Briffon, to whoni ‘we are indebted for-what 
We know of this bird, tells us, that it is found in 
Mexico, Peru-' and Brazil: [ A]

1 XA] Specific char^ftcr •of the Taniaijra Virt^t .—<* It is gi^een, 
' * yellow below, its f^raps and throat black, with a blue ilripe on 

”< its'jaw.^' s Uh . J *

The
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The OLIVE • TAN AGR^E^.*

UOli’vet, BufF.
Ol^iivacea Gmcl.

Seve^nteenth Species.

We have given this name, becaufe the plu
mage is of an olive-gi^een, deeper on the upper- . 
part of the body, and lighter on the undeV; the 
great •quills of the , wings have'a flill darkei?' 

. -Ihade, for they are klmoft brown, and fliew onl^y 
■^rc^e^i^iiili refledlinn^* . , ■

Its length is almoft l^x inches, and its wing^‘ 
reach to the middle jtl^e tail.—Jt was brouglh^'' 

, from Cayenne by'Soriini de Manoncour. [A] .
. ■ . «

[.^3 Specific chai^i^ifler of the Tanagra Oll^vacea I t i s .
V its throat artd breaft yellow, its belly white; the quills of its 
** Wi^jjs ^and tail d^^y, white JI the edge.” It. is found a^fb-' 
New York. •

I •
»

■ ^T^^eVvene^en preceding fpecies form what, 
we^' call the Great Tar^agrrit s—we (hall liow de- 
fcribe thofe which are of the med'”*''

* « f '
which are not fo numerous.

The
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The BLACKS, and BLUE TANAGRE.

Le Tani^agra Buff.'
Tanagra Mex't^ana, Linn, and Gmel 
Tanagra Cayanenjis CatruUt, BrifT. 
The Black,and Blue Titmaufe, £dw.

Firji Middle Specees,

,The {^irreoles of Cayenne call this The R^faeUm* 
De-vil its plumage is mixed with blue, yellow, 
and black ; the upper-part and fides of the head, 
the throatj the ne^l^,‘and the rump, and the 

' anterior part of the back, are black, without any ' 
tinge of biu<2; the fmall coverts of the wings 
are of a line fea-green, and at. the top of the 
■ving take a yiolet caft; the laft of tl^efe fmall 
coverts Is’black, terniinated vitli Violet-blue j the 
quills of the wings blacky the large ones (the

■ firft excepted) are edged exteriorly with green' 
as far as the middle j the' great co’verts are' black, 
edged exteriorly^' with violet-blue'; the quills of 
the tail are black, ilightly edged on the out* 
lide with blue-violet, as far as their endfJ; thtj^ 
firft quill On. each fide has; not this ' borde'r, 
they are all gray bellow; a light yellow copper- 
colour is fpread on the breaft and be^I^y, the fides 

' of which and the coverts of the thighs are inter- 
fperfed with black feathers tipt with violet-blue, 
and alfo with fome yellow feathers Spotted with, 
black. ' . '

Total

    
 



44+ T^HE BLACK AND .BLVE TANAGRE.

’ Total lengi^lh.fiye inches and a hallfj the bill 
fix lines 5 the tail an inch and ten lines, and' 
^i^^l^Ches ^n inch beyond.the wings.—is found 
in Guiana, but is not frequei^t:—we are un
acquainted with its hiftory, >

BrifTon thinks that -this bird is TeoaaU^toOoOl
of Fernandez ; but- this naturalift only fays, that it 
is about the fize of, a Sparrow, its bill ihort, the 

■ upper-part of the body blue, and the under. 
ye^Hc^wtifli white, with bla^lk.wing^: froiaiade- 
fcription.fo. incomplete, it is irnjpoflible to, decide 
the.identity. .Fernandez •ad^^,.^^u^^^. the TSoaaub^ 

frequents -tl^e valleys <nn.]^’ills of Tetzocan 
i^..MexicoJ that -it is good ea^it^g; that .its 
fong] is . •uJ^t^ll^t^fai^t:; .and that ',it ds not bred in 

• hoiifes. [A] .

[A] Spepific cha^aFter of the Tanagra Mexiic^t^t^ -“Jttjs
** blaOk, ■ below yeilowi'fh, iti breaft and rump blue,” Thus dc- 
(crib^d by.^^’rFSfon : ■" Above g^]^oFT'l^Ii^*^lk, below ye^lO^»iilli.^w^liitc> 
“ .the Xide's .Fpptted ■with bl^ck apd ■blue; the head, .ithe loweer-part 

y^F .the neck, the breaft, and the rump blute; the quills oF the 
tlu^ gl^olTy'^l^la^t^Ic.” '

The. GRAY^^E^DEDTANAGRE.

Le Verc^i^i‘oi^:x, BufF. 
Gi^iianenjjis, Gmel.

Secoj^^dMiddle Species.
?The whole plumage of this .bird isg^i^^enlfh, 

' .except jhe front, which is rufous from both'fides, 
9. on

    
 



T^HE dRAY^-^K^EADED TAT^AGRE. 225
- ' *

t^fi which two bars of the, famd colour extend 
from the front .to the rife of the red j the reft of 
the head is afh-gray. . ,

Total lehgth,five inches and four lines ; that 
of the bill 'feven lines, and that of the 'legs eight 
Knes the tail is not tapered, and the wings, 
when clofed, do not quite reach the middle.

We are indebted to Sonini de Manoncour for- 
this fpecies,- which is new. It is found in the 
eXtenfive' forefts of 'Guiana;—bbt'iwe are un
acquainted with its hiftory. ’

The RUFOUS-HEADED TANAGRE*

Ze Pajie^ert, "BufF. 
TauagraiCt^ana, Lilini and'GmcI. 
Tmagra Caj^M^tttJis. Vridisj BriT. .

The uppeir-part of the head is rufous ; the 
of the neck, the lower-part of the back 

and the rump are of a pale-gold yellowy ihining 
like i*a^5w filk, and J^n certain pofitipns there ap" 
pears a delicate tint of green ; the fides of the 
head are black ; tin? higher-part of the'- back, 

, the fcapular feathers, the finali fuperior coverts 
of the wings and thofe of the tail are green,,

The throat' is blue-gray ; the reft of the 
. U^t^t^i^-^-part of the body ihines with a confufed.

T^his bird was by miftake ranked among the Sparrows it is 
tlQW xef^bred to its proper place., '

" Vol. iv. mixture .

    
 



226 T^HE rufous.he.^:^;ed taNagrE.

mixture of pale^gold yellow, rufous, and blue^-» 
' gray, and each of thefc predominates accojrding 

to the light in which the bird is viewed j the 
quills of the wings and of the tail are brown, 
with a border of gold-green *.

In the female, the upper-part of the body is 
green, . and ' the under a dulj^-ye'llow, with fome 
greenifh reflexions.

’ Thefe birds are very common in Cayenne, 
where the Creoles call them Daufblt^ols; they in
habit only the cleared trads, and even come near 
the plantations j they feed on fruits, and deftroy 
Vaft quantities of bananas and Indian .peai^rs; they 
confume alfo the crops of rice when in mati^rrt^r; 
the male and female commo^l^ follow each 
ether, hut they do not fly in flocks, only a 
number of them is fometimes. feen together 
among fields of rice.—They have no fong oX 
warble, and only a fliort fltrtll cry. [A] '

' * In fome individuals, the rufous at the top of the head de»
, feends much lower on the nettle; in others, this colom; extends on 

the one hand upon the breaft and the be^ly, and On the oth^r, upon 
the neck and all the uppe^-fide of the b^^;y, and the” green of the

■ wing-fea^t^hers has" a changing blue cafi.
u.' * ' * *

- , [A] Specific charafter of the Tanagra C«ayi«aa!— *‘ It.ifillll-1
vous, its ' back gi^een. Its cap rufous, its cheeks blaclk.” .

"VARIETY., I • t '
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VARIETY.

ie PaJJe-Vcrft. 0 Titt Bleue, BufF.

Linneus defcribes a bird refembling much the 
preceding. The fore-part of the -neck, the 
breaft, and the belly are golden-yellow ; the 
back greenifl^^-yellow ; . the wings and the tail' 
green, without any n^aixture of yellow. It 
differs however ' in having its head of a .bright

The GR^EEN-HEADED TANAGRE.

i? Tricolotr, Bul^. 
Ta^i^;gra Tricolor, Gmel.

' Tanagra CayancnJiU <e^ria Brj^;

Fourth Middle Species,

Brought from Cayenne by Sonini. The plu
mage confi’fts of three col<^i^t^^;' red, green, arid, 
blue, which are all very bright. The two birds' 
j^^j^irefented in N° 33 of the Planches Enlum^n^f^tSs^ 

■_feem to belon'g to the fame fpecies, and perhaps 
differ only in fex j for in the one the head 
18 green and in the'other blu^; in the former, 
the upper-part of the ' neck' is red, and in the . 
Utter gn^en^a — and thefe are almoft the folc

0L21
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228 THE GREEN-HEADED TANAGRE.
We have feen in the cabinet of M. Aubri, 

Redor of St. Louis, one of thefe in high pre- 
fervation, and faid to • have come from the 
Str^aits of Magellan ; but it is not very probable 
that the fame bird ilaouJd inhabit the torrid cli
mate of Cayenne, and the dreamy frozen trads 
of Patagonia.

I
The GRAY TANAG^fl^I^.

Le Buf^.
Tanagra Crifea, Gmel.

Fifth Middle Species.

The under-part of the body is gray, the upper 
olive. It occurs both in Guiana and Louihana.

I

The PARADISE TANAGRE.■ ' • ' .
■ Le Septiicoli^r,' Buf^. ,

’Tam^^ra Tatao, Linn, and Gmel. 
Avicula de Tata^o'i Seba. 
jta«arfra, Ray, Will. and Bril^. , 

7he Titmoufe of Paradife, £dw.

Sixth Middle Species,

. The plumage is variegated with feVen co- ' 
' lours : ' fine ' green on ‘ the Lead, and the fmall 

fuperior cov^ierts of the wingjs; glol^y black on 
the tippeir-parts -of the neck and back, on the 
jiiid^dle ([iiills of the wings,. and oni the' uppdr 

' 'fur-
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furface of the quills of the tail j brilliant fire-colour 
' on the battik; orange-yellow on the rump; violet
blue on the throat, the lower-part of the neck, 
and the great fuperior coverts of the wings; deep 
gra^y on the under-furface of the tai^l; and, laftly, 
fine fea-green on all the under-part of the bod^ 
from the breaft. Thefe colours are all. exceed
ingly bright, and well defined.

It does not aiTume the vivid red on the back 
^ill grown up, and -tie female never has that co
lour ; the lower-part of her back too is orange 
like the rump, and in general lier tints are more 
dilute, and not fo diftindbl^y defined as thofe of 
the mal(2<—But there is ftill fome diyerfity in the 
diipofition of the colours ; fome males have the 
bright red on the rump as well as on the back ; 
and in many others both the back and rump are 
entirely of a -gold colour.

The, tnale and female are -ne^Iy of the fame 
fize, being five inches lonng; the bill only fix 
lines, and the legs eight lines ; the tail is fome- - 
Whtit forked, and the wings reach to the middle 
of it. •

Thefe birds appear in numerous flocks. 'Th^^ 
. feed upon ' the tender half-formed_ fruits 'which 
■ grow on a certain large tree in Guiana. They 

arrive in the ifland- of Cayon■no when this tree . 
is in bloflbm, and depart foon afterwards, pene
trating probably into the interior parts of the 
country .when the fame fruits are ’ later in com
ing tp maturity. They make their app^j^i^r^i^td in ' 

0,3 ^^9

    
 



a3o THE PARADISE TANA^^E.

the , inhabited parts of Guiana comnao^nly about 
• the middle of September, and flay about iix 

wed^!^; they return again in April' or May. 
' Indeed they ' feem to feek always the fame food ;

and when any of thofe trees is in blow, we may 
certainly expe'dt to find a number of thefe birds.

They breed not during ' their refidence in Gui
ana. Marcgrave tells us that in Brazil they are 
kept in the cage, and fed op me^l and bread. Tlicy 
have no warble, and their cry is iho|: ard Hi^rp,

We muff not with BriUbn range llc ToIuj 

with this^pecies; for the defcriptiop given liy 
Seba is not at all'applicable to it: “ It'i^ie^^riilao,” 
fays Seba, “ has its plumage beautifully varie
gated with pale green, with'black, with yellow, 
and with whii^^s; the feathers of the head and 
breaft are finely ihaded with pale green, and 
with black j and the bill, the legs, and the toes, 
are deep black.'” Befides, what demoi:ifl;rat^i’vel^y 

-proves it to be not the'fO^me bird, the author 
- adds, that it is very rare in Mexico; whereas' 

the Paradife Tanagres we have feen 'arrive there 
in very great numbers. .

The BLUE TANAG^^, '
'• Tanaigra Me^^i^caua, var., Gmel.

' ^onagra Barba^denjis Ce^trul^, BrilT, ,

Seventh Middle Species, .
• Its head, throat, and the under-part of the 
neck, are of-a fin^ blue j the back of the head, 

tho
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THE feLUE TANAGRE. 231 

the upper-part of the neck, the back, the wings, 
and the tail, black ; the fuperior coyeirt!s <^ir the 
wings black, and edged with blue ; the breaft, 
and 'the reft of the under-part of the body, fine 
white.

On comparing this with what Seba calls the 
Ameirican Spai^irow.^ they appear to be the fame, 
differing only perhaps in age and fex. Briffon 
feems to have amplified the imp^i^’fe<St account 
of Seba j but as he does not’ produce his author 

""^^icii^i^we cannot lay any weight on his defci’ip- 
tion.

Seba's bird came from Barbadi^^js; ours from
Cayenne. . •

The BLACK-THROATED TANAGRE.

Ei^ghth Middle^ Species.

This ipecies is new, If was found in Guiana, 
and brought home by Sonini de Manoncour.

The head, and all the upper-part of the body,- 
olive-gre^n; the throat bla^ck; the breaft oran^^ee; 
the fides of the neck, and all the under-part of 
the body, fine yellow j the fuperior coverts of 
the wings, the quills of the wings, and of the 
tail, brown, and edged with olive j the upper 
ma'ndible black, the lower grj^jr; and the legs 
blackiih^t . -

I

Tha
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The HOOBED TANAG^B^E^.

La Ci^iiffie Notice, BufF. 
Tanagra Pileata, Gmel.

Ninth Middle Species,

The total length of this bird is four inches and 
ten lines j its bill is black, and nine iioe»»long 
all the .under-part of the body is white, ilimJ'tl;y 
v^aried with cinereous ; the uppe]*-S^^irt of tb'' 

- head is glofly black, which extends pa each fide 
of the neck in a black bar, diftindU^marked on 
the white ground of the throat, which makes the 
bird look as .if it were hooded with black. The 
quills of the tail are ‘not tapered, and are all 
twenty-one lines long, and extend an ’ inch be
yond the wings ;• the legs are nine lines long.

The Tiifcpiranf^a of Maregrave, 'which Briffon 
.terms the Cinereous aanagre of Brazilwould 
reiemble this bird exad'ly, if . Marcgrave had 
mentioned the-black hood: and this renders it 
proba^^e.that the one which we have deferibed 
is the male, and that Maregrave the female •. 
of the fame fpecies. '

They are found in Brazil and Guiana ; but 
we are not acquainted with their hiftoryv

$mal;e

    
 



C 233 3

'. SMALL TANAG^^^S^.

The middle-fized Tanagres which have beeq 
above enumerated, are in general not larger 
than a Linnet.—Thofe which we are going to. 
defcribc are fenfibly fmaller, and exceed not the 
fize of a WVi'en. •

The RED-HEADED TANAGRE,
Le Rot^uvi^r^i^in *, BufF. 
Tanagrc^-^Gyrola, Linn, and Gmel. 
^unagra Pevwviana Vrii^is, BrifT. 
Fringille. Pcllore Carulco, Klein* 
Fringilla Vi^iidis, Capite Spadiceo, Aft. Petr. 
Fic Red-headed GreevJivch, Edw.

Tirjl Small Species.

Its head is green ;, its body entirely rufous, 
•' except a light blue fpot on the breaft, and a 

yellow fpot on the top of the wing.-
This fpecies appears in many .parts of South 

A^mer^ca ; in Peru f, Sur’inam J, and Cayeiine. 
It would feem that it migrates, for it is not 
found in the fame place the whole year? - Jt 
arrives • in Guiana twice or thrice--annua^Hy, to 
feed upon fmall fruit that grows on a large tr6e, 
on which it perches in f^ockis; and again departs, 
probably aftei" the provifions are confumed. As 
thefe birds are not frequent, and always avoid

• Formed from Rotu^-^-verd. , f Edwards. J BrriToiii-

■ the'

    
 



23^4. T’HE RED-HEAD;^]fl TANAGRE.

the cleared and inhabited fpots, their habits have . 
not been obferved. [A] .

[A] Specific charadtcr of the Tanagra-Gyrola:—■** Ittssjrreen, 
** its head red, its c^^lar yellow, its breaft bl^^.”

%

The SYACU TANAG^^

Second Small' Species, 

birds reprefented in the P^anclres
/

The two
Enluminles.^ No. ^^133,6%. i, No, 301, fig, i, feem 
1^0 . belong to, the fame fpecies, and differ perhaps 
only in the fex. It is likely that the white- ' 
bellied one is, the femalcj. and the green-bellied 
one the male.

We give them the name • of Syacou, .coi^- 
trail^ed frpm the Brazilian appellation Sayacon ; for 
we have- no doubt that what Briffon ternis the 
Vciaiee^t^f^d Eana^gre of Brazil is the fame kind.

Thefe two birds were brought from Cayenne, 
where they are rare, [A]

V *
[A] The la| of thefe birds is the Tanagra-Syacaof Gmeilin* 

the Br'aJHenJts V^tria of BrilTon. Its (j^iscific ch^r^Oii^e:—
** Ho^iry, its wings fom^wihat blue,”. T\e firlt is the Ta^^gra 
PuttSata Gtnelin, the Tanagra Vtrtdis Indica PunS^tita of Briif.. 
foo, and the Spoi^ieid Tanager of Latham. Its fpecific ch^aOtiJr:^^^' 
« ^^^en, dotted ^th . black j below yellowilh wh^t^^”

The
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The ORGANI 

^hiird Smali Species.

Such is the name this little bird receives at
St. Domingo j becaufe it founds all the notes of 
the odtave, rifing from the bafe to the treble. 
This fort of fong, which ■ implies that the ear of 
this bird is organized fimilarly to the human 
eair/ is not only Angular, but very pleafant. 'The 
Chevalier Fabre Deihayes has ■ informed me in a' 
letter, that in the ■fouth of St. Domingo on the 
high mountains, there is a fmall bird very rare 
and famous, called the M^uificic^ifl whofe fong caii •

■ be written. We prefume that this is the fame
Vith the Or^rganifl. But ftill we ihould doubt of 
the regular ■ fucceil^on of mufical founds; For we

■ had not the bird alive. It ■was pr^fented by the
Count de Noe, who had brought it from the' 
Spanifli dif^iri^(d of St. Domingo, where he told 
me it wafs very rare, and difficult to difcover, or 
to f^oot ; becaufe it is ihy, and artfully con

. ceals itfellf ; it even turns round the branch as 
the hunter changes place, to elude his view : fo 
that though there be feveral of thefe birds'on a 
tree, it ■ often happens that not one of them can 
be perceived. ,

' The length four inches  ̂■ the plunnage blue
On the head and neck ; the back, the win^gs, 
and the tail, are ftained with black, running 

■ into
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into coarfe blue ; the forehead, the rump, and 
all the uppeir-part of the. body, coloured with 
orange-colour.—This fliojrt defcjriptiou is fuffi- 
cient to diferiminate it. •

AVe find in Dupmtz’s Hiftory of Louifiana, 
the defcirj^tti^r^.i^l^ a fmall bird which he calls 
B)'if^3op>y and which we believe to be the fame 
with the Organijl. The Bifliop is a bird
fmaller than the Canary ; its plumage is blue, 
verging on violet.—It feeds on forts of
fmall feeds, among thefe widlogouil and choupi- 

a kind of millet, peculiar to the country. 
Its notes are fo flexible, its warble fo tender, 
that when we, once hear it, we become more 
referved in our eulpgiums on this nightingale. 
Its fong lafts. during a Mlife-et^^.^ and during the 
whole time it never makes an inlpiration ; it 
jrefts twice as long before it renews its mufic, the 
whole interval efapfed being about; two hours,”

Though Dupratz does not mention whether It 
gives the notes of the od^i^'ves as the Organiif is 
faid to dp, we cannot Si^ubt their ideptity j for 
the colours and fize are .the fame in both, The 
Scarlet Tan'agre, which refembles it in .point of 
fohg, is twice, as, large 3 and the Arada, which 
has alfo a charming warble, is entirely brown. 
The Organift is then the only bird .to which it; 
can be referred.

TIq
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The JACARINI TANAG^^E^.

Ln Jacarini, Buff. 
yacarina, Linn, and GmcJ.

Tanagra Brajll^i^njis Nigra, BriiT. 
Carduelis Brajlliana, Will, and Edw,

, Fourth Small Species,

This bird was calhnd j'acarini \ry the Brazilians. 
"Marcgrave mentions it,, but takes no notice of its • 
habits. However, Sonini de Manoncour, w*llo 
obfer'ved it in Guiana, where it is very common, 
informs us that • it prefers the cleared grounds, 
and is never feen in the large fore:f^!^; that it 
lodges in the low trees, .particula;^j[y the coffee
tree, and is, diftinguifhed by a fingular circum-- 
ftance, viz. that it larings from the branch on 
which it has perched a foot, or a foot'and a halt 

and falls back to the fame Ipc^t; and 
thus continues to rife and ^nk alternately, till it 
removes; to another buih, where’ it repeats the 
lame exercife. Each leap* is attended with a 
feieble cry, exprelfive of pleafure, and by an eji- 
panf^on of the tail. This would feem to be the 
mode in - which the male courts the fem^l<i; 
which on the coni^^ary remains at eafe, or hops - 
about like other birds. ' The jn^elt is compofed 
of •dry herbs of a gray colour j it is hemifphe^’i- 
cal, and two inches in diam<^t<^r; the female 
depofits in it two elliptical eggs, feven or eight 

' libes long, and of a grrrniih white, fprinkled 
• ‘ . • ' with

    
 



*38 THE JACARINI TANAGRE.

with finall red fpots, which are numerous, and! ' 
, Ipread moft profufely near the big end.

The Jacarini is eal^ly known by its colouj^j 
which is-black, and fhining like poliihed il^eel, 
and uniform over the whole body, except only 
in the n^ale’the interior coverts the wings, 
which are whitiflh; for the female is entirely gray, 
arid differs fo much in plumage that it might be ' 
taken for g different fpecies. The male alfo 'be- 
cojnes gray in the moult. [A]

[A] Specific character of the Tanagra J^c^Mrina:—** It 
vi^^et, its ^ngs wh^tiih bel^^, its tail wide-forked.’* '

The G^OLDEN TANAG^R^E.

LTeiiH, Buf^. Ray,^'a^rid Will. ; ‘
7'anagi^a ^Vilace^, Linn. BiOirowffi^, &C. ■
^l^t^t^agra Brnftlienjis ^^grio^^^ten, BriiT. ,

■ Jabe Golden '^ilr^<^ufe, Edw.

Fifth St^inll Bpeci^t^!^»

It is called Feitt^ in its native region of Brazil, 
The female differs widely from the male; for 
the uppeir-part of the body is olive-green ; the 
foi^ehead, and Ihe utider-part of the bill, tinged 
partly with yellow, and partly with olive
yellow : whereas in the male the body is of g 
deep blue ; and the forehead, the undeir-part 
the throat and belly, fine yellow. '

Jn the young bird the colours are fomewhat 
different. The upper-part of the bod^ is olive, 

, 8 ' fprinkledt

    
 



THE GOLPEN TANAGRE. 239

fprinkled with fome feathers of a deep blue ;
■. and on the front the yellow is not di/tindllly , 

marked^. The feathers are only gray, with a
little yellow at .tire tips y the under-fide of the 
body is of ’as fine a yellow in the young bird a«- 
in the adult. ••
, ‘ The fame changes of plumage are obferved in 

' this as-in the preceding fpecies. The neft is alfo . 
very like that of the Jacarini, only it is not of fo 
clofe a texture, and is cprapofed of reddifh herbs 
inftead of gray. There is a variety of it, which, 
as well as the fpecies, is called Louis by^the
Creoles of Cayenne. They are both very com
mon in Gui^ana, Surinam, and Brazil ; they fre
quent the ground cleared near the farm-Jioufe, 
and feed on the finali fruits whicif they find on. 
the bufhes ; -they light in great numbers among' 
i^ice-crops, which muft be guarded agaiofL their 
vifitst ■

They, may be bred in the cage, where they 
are pleafant, if five or fix be put together. They » 
tvhiftle like the Bullfinch, and are fed on the 
plants called in Brazil Paco and Mcmiao, [A]

•f A] Specific ch^i^i^iSlcr of the Tanagra Ift isvrk^let; .
* below ve^ yeUow.”

The
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The NEGRO TANAGR^E^.
Le Tanagra N^jgre, BufF. 
Tanagra Cayanenfts, Gmel. 
Tanagra Cay ana, Lj^nn. 
7*ana,gra Cayanenfis Nigra, Bj jjT.

Sixth -Small Species.
This bird is 'of fo deep a blue as to appeait 

quite blade, and it requires a clofe infpe<dion to 
perceive fome blue reflexions on its plumage 
it has an orange-fpot on each fide of the brea^, 
but covered by the wing ; fo that the general 
appearance is uniform black.

It is of the fame fize with the preceding, and 
inhabite the fame countries, but is much rarer 
in 'Guiana. [A]

[A] Specific charafter of the Tanagra Cayanenjis ]^t
** ing black ; both fides of its bread, and its wings, yellow.”.

Thefe are all the Great, the Middle^fized, 
and the Small . Tanagres, whofe fpecies can be 
afeertained with accuracy. A few. remain that 
have been deferibed by BpiiTon, but on the cre
dit of authors whofe "s^ccounts are vague and in

' I ihall, however, enumerate them, with
out 'pretending to decide the Ipecies.

Firft, The Grafs bird^ or Xi^ihtQto1:l of Fernan- 
jdeZ. All the body is Wue, fcattered with feme 

‘ fulvous feathers 5 thofe of the tail black, and tipt 
■ > with
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■itli white ; the undeir-part of the ;^ings cine:-* 
reous, the upper-part variegated with blue, with 
fulvous and with black ; the bill Ihort, fomewhat 
thi3c,^^nd of a rufty white ; the legs are gray.

ThiiS^m^hor adds, that it is fomewhat larger 
than our Hoofe-fparrow, that it is good eating, 
that it is raifeti in the cage, and that' its fong is’ 
not unpleafant;'—It is Impoffible from fuch an 
imperfeift accouht tp decide whether it belongs 
to the genus of "anagres. [A].

. - Secondly, The Mexican Bird of Seba, of the 
ffize of a Spairrow. The whole body is blue, ' 
varied with pui^jih^i except the wings, which al*e 
vaiied with red ■ and black ; the head is round ; ' 
the eyes. and the breaft are covered ■ above and 
below with a blackiih down ; the inferior co
verts of the' wings, and of the tail, are yellow^i^lL^i . 
aC^i-colour; It is ranged among the iinging birds.

'So vague an account cannot warrant us.^io- 
conclude that it belongs to the genus of the 
Tanagres ; for the only points of analog;y are 

- that it inhabits Mexico, and is of the fize of a 
Sparrow : and Seba’s figure, as inde^e.d all thofe 
of that author, can convey no diftindt idea.

Thirdly, The B.r^a^'zilian Giira-Perea of Marc
grave. It is about the bulk of a Lark ; its bill 
black, Ihort, and rather thick ; all the uppei^- 
part of the body, and the belly, of a de^j^^'yel^^

[A] This is the Ca^iri^Iean Tanagre of Lathanii the Tanagra 
Qano^a of Gmelini and the Tanagra Ccerulfft NooHe Hifpat^itt of 
Brifllpn.

VOL. IV. R low,R

    
 



242 T ANA GRES wbo/e Species is not decided,

low, fpotted with black j the under-part of thC 
head and neck, the throat, and the brcail,' blac^*; 
the wings and tail compofed of quills of '
brown, and fome edged exteriorljr with giccn ; 
the legs are of a dull cinereous, i • J

It doesjiot appear from this Ihgft d^'cirplion 
whether this bird ought to . be rc/cfred to. the 
B 111 finches or to the Tanagres. [Aj •

Fourthly, The Bird fmaller than ihc gOoldJ^^nhh^ 
or the ^laato'^tHi according- to Seba,
The half of its head is decorated with a white 
creft ; the neck is of a light red, and the bread: 
of a fine purple; the wings deep red and purp^^; 
the back and the tail yellowilh black, and the 
belly light yellow ; the bill and legs are yellow. 
Seba adds, that it inhabits the mountains of Tei- 
t^^cafio in Brazil.

We iliall obferve, firft, that the name 
itotU^ which Seba gives to this bird, is not Bra
zilian, but Mexican ; i^nd fecond^^y, that the 
mountains of Tetooeatio are in Mexico, and not 
in Brazil. It is probable therefore that he was 
miftaken in calling it a Brazilian bird.

Lailly, from the defc:ription and the figure 
given by Seba, we ihould rather range this bird 
in the genus of the Manakins than in that of 
the Tanagres. [Bj

[A] This is the YeClhvj Yanagre of Latham, the Yant^agra, Flav^W 
of Gmeliin, and the Brajili^itjis of BrilTon.

[B] T’his is the Wh'ite-hcalel Yain^agre, or Yatc^^^^-a Albifreus oi
Latham, the Lcucocephala o^ Gmdin, .and the Yanagva
Brajilienjis Lenu^icphalui of Bril^bn.

1$ Fifthly,
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FiftHiy, iTyhe CaldUt Seba, which is bearly
of the fize of a Lark, and has a black creA on 

i^^ad ; and the fides Of the .head, and the 
breait^SpA" a fine ikv^-colour ; the back iS blaCkr, 
vai^iie^^a^^od with azure ; the fuperior coverts 

 

blue, with A^j^t^i^ple fpot ; the quids the 

 

wings variegafed with areenj with deep blue; 

 

and with black \ the rump variegated with pale 

 

blue and green, the belly with fnqWy white; 
the tail is a beautiful form; brown terminated 
with rufous. ' *

J Seba adds, that this birdj which • was fent from 
Ambqyna, is of an elegant figure (his plate is a 
Ve;ry bad "one), and that its fong is alfo pleafatit. 
This is enough to exclude the Calatti from .the 
Tanagres, which .are fOund only in .A^m^ei^ica, 
and in no pairt Of the feaft Indies. [A]

.Sixthly, ^he Anonymous BtrdF^i^i^r^j^^r^dez. 
The uppef-part of its head is blue ; the uppei^- 
part "bf the body is variegated >vith green and' 
black, the tinder-part yellow^,* and fpotted with ' 
ivhite ; the wi^E^g^^^^" and the tail are deep green, 
With'fpots 'of iight^if green ; the'Iegs are brown, 
and the toes and nails very long.

Hernandez fubjoins in a corollary, that this 
bird has a black-hooked bill, and .that if it were 
more curved, and if the tOes' were placed as in 
the parrots, he ihould not hefitate to regardait as 
a real • parrot. , ,

[A] This is the c^n^l^oina Tanagre of Latham, the Tanagra Am- 
i^>tnenji.s of'Gmelin, and the Tanagra Amlo'll^enjis Cairulea of Briffon.

R 2 From

    
 



24+ TANAGRES whofe Species is nroit decided.

From thefe indications, we fliould refer this* 
bird to the Shrik^es. -

Sev^i^tlhy, The Bro'wn Cardna^L bf 
which is a tropic bird, and not a T.'niagr/*' [Aj

[Aj This is tlie Military ^aitni’rt: of I.ail^imy the Grtnitr t'. Z , 
ffnuh or Shirley of Edvwtrds,' the yetnergra Linocru’i
Ginelin, and the CarJhtalis hi of Utifibny -

!
-A

The SILENT ‘ BIR^D*
«

We cannot refer this bird to an;y genus, and 
we place it after the Tanagres only becaufe its 
exterior appearance is fimll^r ; but its habits are 
totally diiferent. It never appears in the cleared 
fpots, and remains always alone in the heart of 
the foreils far from fettlements, and has no fong 
or cry. It rather hops than flies, and feldom 
refts on the lowefb branches of the bulhes, for 
it commonly continues..on the ground. It re
fembles 'the Tanagres, however, in the ihape of 
its body and feet, and in the flight fcalloping on 
both iides the bill, which is longer than the 
bill of. the Tanagres.—It is a native of the fame 
climate of A^met^^ca.

* Latham ranges it with the Tan^.gres with the epithet Sileus:. 
Its fpecific charaiQt^r“ It is green ; its head, and the undier- 
“ part of its body, hoary ; its eye-brows, a fillet on its eyes, and 
“ a llripe on its thr^^t, blade.”
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OPJTOLAN Bt^NTIN(J*4
L'OrtoIarK Buff.
Endttriza rtulana, Linn. Gmel. Frif. Mull.
Hortulanus, i^lf. Aldrov. &c.
Ortolano, Zii^. and Olin.

TT is very probabl(?tbat our Ortolan is no_ other • 
than the of Varro, fo called be-

caufe it, was fattened with millet feeds : it feems 
alfo to be "he fame with the Cenchramus^ of 
Ariftotle and Pliny, which is evidentily derived 
from that likewife fignifies millet. And
thefe etymological coirjecd^ui^es acquire force, 
from the correipondenee between the properties 
of thefe birds.

1. The Cenchramus is a bird of pafTage, which, 
ac(^<^jrding to Ariftotle and Plin-y, accompanies 
the Quails ; in the fame way as the Rails, the 
Snipes, and other migratory birds I,

2. The Cei^ichramus utters cries during the 
night ; which has given to thefe naturalifts oc^ 
CiHion to fay, that it continually calls to the

* In Germmi, l^etA^mmer (Fat-Bum^ii^jj), J^nt-VOgel ; in Poli^,

t AriAoile fpells the name not Ki7xa/z.o« > Pliny in
cised writes it both Cynchra^mus and Cenchramus: yet the etymology 
Siven in the text feems doubtful.

I Hift. Anim. Lib. viii. jz.—Hilt. Nat. Lib, x. 23.

R companions

    
 



246 THE ORTOLAN BUNTING.

companions of its journey, and encourages them 
to advance.

3, ^n tne tirmeoe Vavo,i^’ie he'tlia^'C
as well as the Quails and Thi^ulh^es, w’j^trJrat- ' 
tened, and fold at high prices to the UOurtous *.

All thefe properties belong to z/ur Ortolan : 
—It is a bird of paiTajge, whi^n o multitude 
of naturalilts and of ,fowJ(*rs admit : it
ling^s^during the night, . osjB^ra'^ter, Frifch, and 
Salerne oi^trm f : and lartb , when , fat, it is 
efteemed o delicious morfeljl. The Ortolans 
are not always caught fat ; but there is ou in

' fallible method to bring them into that Hite.
They are ihut up in a ' room from which the ex
terna! light is excluded, but whicii is con£tant.ly 
illuminated with lanthorns, fo that they cannot 
dtltinguith the night from the day : tliey are 
allowed to run abo^ut and pick up the oats and 
m.illet that are regularly fcattered ia the apart- 

„ ment. With this regimen they foon grow 
exceffiively fat, and if not prevented would even 
die of extreme corpulence §. When killed at 
the proper time, they are moft delicate, delici-

• De Re Rufiica, Lib. iii. 5.
f I could cite allo the Sieur Buncl, gai^dener at Lyons, who has 

fometimes above an hundred Ortolans in his volcry, and who com
municated tome, or confirmed, many peculiarities of their hillory.

t It is pretended thofe caught in the plains of Touloufe are 
better flavoured than thofe of Italy. In winter they are very 
fcarcc, and confeiquen^ly very dear : they are difpatched to Paris 
by po(^ in afmall trunk filled with millet, according to the hillorian' 
of Languedoc, tome i. p. 46; in the fame manner as they are fent 
from Bologna and Florence to Rome in boxes full of corn, ac
cording to Aldrovandus. ■

§ It has been faid that they are fometimes fattened to weigh 
three «<^i^ncies.

OUS

    
 



THE ORTOLAN BUNTING. 247 '

ous balls of fat, but rather too -lufcious, and apt 
to cloy.—Thus Nature guards againft intempe
rance by the fatiety and difguft which conftantly- 
attend.tlie excefs of pleafure.

The Tat; Ortolans are eafily drefled in the 
W^l^(^r-bath, "the fand-bath, in hot aihes, &c,. 
And th^^ maAbe alfo very well prepared in the 

of a real o\ an artificial egg, as was fo-?- 
me^ly prait^^fed with the beccafigos or epicurean 
warblers *• \ . ' '

It cannot be denied that the delicacy of their 
flefh., dr rather of their fat, has contributed more 
to their celebrity, than the charms of their warble, 
However, when kept in the cage, they have a 
fong like that of the Yellow Bunting, which, as 
I have already obfe:rved, the^y repeat night and 
day. In countries -where th^^ are numei^oui^t 
and confequ^'^'^ly well known, as. in Lombardy, 
they are not only fattened for the table, but 
trained to fing ; and Salerne obferves that there, 
is a fweetnefs in their notes. In this cafe they ; 
are better treated, and not being fuffered to grow ' 
corpulent, their lives are prol<^r^g^<^d.. If the^ 
are kept a confiderable time befide other -birds, 
they adopt fomething of their, fong, efpe(^i^^ll;y- 
When they are young ; but I know not whether 
they ever learn to articulate words, or catch the ■ 
botes of our raufic. .

Thefe birds make their appearance at the fame 
time with our Swallpw, or a little after, and th^^

* Petronius.
‘ -^4 either

    
 



248 THE ORTOLAN BUNTING.

either accompany or precede the Quails. Tin'}’ 
enter Lower Provence, and advance as far as 
Burg^indy, efpecia^Iy in the warm diftpiils, 
are planted with viney^ards x howcveivTho; 
touch not the grapes, but e,at the that
prey upon the leaves and tendirlsyoj^ the vlncc. 
On their arrival, they arc rathey lean, bccaufe 
then is the feafon of their loves/. They build 
in the vines, and the^^^’ nefts are pretty regular, 
and fimilar to thofe of the the^’^. lay four
or five grayilh eggs, , and hiiv,^ cj^’mmoinly two 
hatches in the year. In other^^f^iqinntries, as in 
Lori^aine, they place '^heir nei^s on the ground, 
and prefer the corn-:^elds.

The young family begins to diredt its courfe 
to the fouthern provinces as early as the firfl of 
A^uguft ; but the parents do not commence their 
journey before the end of September. They 
remove into Fores, and halt in the neighbour
hood of St. Chaumont and St. Etienne ; they 
alight among the oats, of w’hich they are very 
fond, and remain till the cold weather be
gins to fet in ; during which time they become 
fo fat and in.ad^ive, that they might be knocked 
dowm with fficks. At this time they are proper 
for the table, efpec^^ily the young one^j but 
they are more difficult to preferve than thofe 
which are caught in their firil entrance. In 
Bearn alfo, the Ortolans appear twice ;
palling in and repaffing in Od^^ber.

* They may however be fatted at this time, by feeding them 
jirfl with oats, then with hemp-feed, wiih millet, &c. •

Some
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Some have fuppofed thefe birds to be natives 
of Italy, whence they fpread into Germany and 
other countries j and this ^is not improb^l^Iei: 
for though they breed dt prefent in Germany, 
they are caught promifcuoufly with the Buntings 
and Chaffinches *; but Italy has been cultivated 
from a more remote • antiquity. Befides, it is 
not uncommon for thefe birds, when they dif- 
cover a fuitable country, to adopt it and fettle 
in it. Not man^ y^e^ars fmce, they were thus 
naturalized' in a fmall dif^i^i^ift of Lorraine, lying 
between Bieufe and Mul^^e; where they breed, 
raife their young, depart in the fall, and return 
again in the fjn^iin^'f. * ,

' But their jour^nies are not confined to Ger
many ; Linnseus relates that they inhabit Swe
den, and fixes the month of March for the , 
period of their mgraron i^. We muft not how
ever fuppofe that they are fpread through all 
the countries between Sweden md Italy : they 
retui^n' conf^antly into our fouthern provinceis; 
fometimes their courfe lies through Picardy, but’ 
fcarc<^l^’are th.<^;y ever feen in the northern part 
of Burgundy where I live, in -Brie, or in Swit
zerland, &c. § They may be caught either • 
with the noofe, or with limed-twigs.

* Frifch.—Krame^ ranks them among the birds which occur 
in Lower Aufti^rsi; and he adds, that they live in the ^elds, and 
perch upon tlie trees which grow in the midft of meadows. '

I Dr. Lottii^jg;r. J Fauna Succica. § Gefner. .

' In, '* •.

    
 



250 THE ORTOLAN BUNTING.
• In the ’ male, the throat is yellowifh, edged with
cinereous ; ' the orbits alfo yellowiih ; the breaft, 
the belly, and the fides rufous, with T)me fpeckles, 
whence the Italian name ^i^ordino * ; the lower 
coverts of the tail of theiame colour, but lighter; 
theupper-part of the body variegated with brown- 
,^^e^^iut, and blackifli ; the rump and the fupe^i:^<i]f 
part the coverts of the tail, udifoorn brown
chefnut ; the quills of the wings blackifh, the 
large on,es edged exteriorly wi^ gray, the micd- 
dle ones With rufous ; their fupbriqr coverts va
riegated with brown and rufouis; the inferior 
ones with fulphur-yellow ;• the quills of the tail 

, blackiih, edged with, ruft, the'two oiitbr ones 
edged with white j laftly, the bill and legs are 
yc^llowih^' *

The female has rather more cinereous on the 
head and on the • neck, and no yellow fpOt below 
the eye; but, ing^<^nerai, the plumage of the. 
Ortolan is fubje«fl to many varieties.

The Ortolan is fmaller than the Houfe Spar
row. Length, from fia- inches and one-fourth, 
to five inches and two-thirds; the bill five lines; 
the leg nime'lines; the middletoe eight line^; 
the alar extent nine inches ; the tail two inches 
and a half, confifting of twelve quills, and pror 
jewing eighteen or twenty lines beyond the 
wings.. [AJ

* From Tor Jo, a. Thrulh.

[A] Specific charaftcr of the Ortolan,
*• Its wing-quills duflky, jhe firft three whhilh at the margin ;/the

■ ' “ ta^
1 . *
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•'* talUqui^Ils the t^vo lateral ones black exter^^i^l;^^” It is
Gx inches and one-fourth long. It builds in low bu(hc;s, or on the 
g^i^ound, a neft like that of the Sky-lark, and lays (our or ^ve 
gray eggs. '

VARIET^IES of the ORTOL

I. The Yellow Ortolan. Aldi-oy^andus, 
who obferved this variety^,^. fays that its plumage 
was ftraw-coloured, except the wing-quills, 
which were tipt with white, and the outermoft 
edged with the fame colour: another peculi
arity, the bill and legs were red. ‘

♦
II. The Whi-te Ortolan. A^l^dr^ov^a^^dus

compares its whitenefs to that of the fwan, and 
fays, that all its plumage was uniformly the fame;. 
Burel of Ly^ons, who has long been emplo.yed 
in raifing Ortolans, aifures me that he has, feen 
fome grow ’white from age. - .

III. .The Blackish Ortolan. Burel has 
feenothers, which were undoubtedly of a '
charad:eir-from the preceding, and which became 
blackiih as they grew old. In the one obferved 

' by Aldr^ov^a^ndus, the head and neck were green 
with a little white on the head and on two quills 
of the winj;; the bill was. red, and the legs cine- 
r^eous ; all the reft was blackifh.

I IV. The

    
 



252 VARIETIES OF THE ORTOLAN.

IV. Thr -White-taiiled Ortolan.^ It dl=- 
fnrs from thr common Ortolan by thr colour rf its 

• tail, and by thr tints of its plumagr, which arr 
f^ntrr.

V. J hi^ve obferv£^d<^ne,inL xi^hiWi t^I^e t^h^roat: 
was ynllrw, mixed with gray ;* thr brnaft gray, 
and ■ thr brlly rufrus. ,

M
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The REED BUNTING*.
LOrtolan dt Rofeaux, Buff.

Schaeniclus, Ljii. Gmel. Brun. Kram. S^e:.
• Palfer Torque^l^Us, feu A-undinaceus, Ray, Will. Briff-

Emtieerii^ng, Gunth. Nel^

T Tpon comparing the different birds of thisfa- 
n^ily, I have perceived fo many ilriking re- ' 

lations between that of the prefent article, and 
thofe of the four following, that I fhould have 
referred them all to the fame fpecies, if I could 
have colledled a fufficient number of fads to 
juftify this innovation. It is extremely probable 
that all thefe would propagate with each other, 
and that the crofs-breed would be prolific. • But 
ftill I obferve that they continue for a length of 
time in the fame country without intermixing ; 
that they retain their difcriminating charaiders 
and that their inftind^s" are not quite the fa'me. 
I .fhall therefore follow the common divifion, 
but proteft againft the multiplication of the 
number of fpecies, which is fo fertile a fource 
of error and confufion. '

* Id' Greek, Xjoiua> (from o »
I'ltuBui (R^<^(Jh S^^e^rroou) ; BaiV (perhaps from Balo, a
thorn), in German, Rh^^-Sfar, Rhor-Spc‘̂ -ling, or Rhor-S^a^X, 
(i. e. Reed Sparrow).; W'eiden-Spatz (Willow Sparrow) ;■ in Swe- 
diih, Saefsparf, in Poliili, f^xo^i>l Trzcrnnis. "

‘ ' The

    
 



,254. the reed bunting.
The Reed Ortolans delight in fens, and neflle 

among the ruflfes ; however, they' fometimes 
refort to the high grounds in rainy feafons. In 
I^iring they-are feen by the fides of the roads* 
and in A^uguft they feed in tlie corn fields. Kra
mer tells us that they are fondell of millet. In 
general they feek their food like the Buntings, 
along the hedges, and in the cultivated fpots. 
•^liey keep near the ground, and feldom, perch 
except on the buihes. They never alTettible 
in flocks, and' fcarcely 'more than three or four 
are -feen at once. They arrive in Loi^r^airie 
abolit the month of April, iin’d' in • au
tumn ; however, there are always fome of therti 
which '• eontinue in that provinde ‘during the - 
winter.—^TTheey are found iri Sweden, Gerihany, 

, England, France, and fomelinies in'tta'iy, &c.
This little bird is al'moi^ pel’petu'M'y on the 

watch, to difco-ver its foe' and when it de
' fcries fome fowlers  ̂'it makes an ince'fiarit cry, 
, which is not only tcazing, but fometimes fc'^res 

away the game. I have feen fportfmdh quite " 
out of patience at the notes of this bird, which 
are foibewhat like thofe of the Sparrow. The 
Reed Bunting has befides a pleafant warble 
in .the time of hatching, about the month of 
May, . .

This bird jerks its tail upwards and down
wards as quick as the Wagtails, and' with more 
animation. . .

' > In*
• f

    
 



THE REED BUNTING. 255 .

In the male, the upper-part of the head is 
bla<^lk; the throat and the fore-part of the neck 
variegated with black and ruf^y grj^^y; a white
collar on the upper-part of the neiclc-i^i^ljy; a 
fort of eye-brow and a bar of the fame colour 
under the eyeis; the upper-part, of the bod^ 
variegated with rufous and blac^lk; the rump and 
the fuperior coverts of the. tail vai^iegated with 
gray .and ,rufl^ty» the imder-part of the bod;y . 
white, ihaded with ruf^;^; the fides flightly 
Ipotted with blat^c^iiia; the quills of the wdngs- 
brown, edged with different fltiades pif rufous; 
the quills of the tail, the fame, except the two, 
outermoil on each fide, which are edged with 
white ; the bill is brown, and the. legs are of a, 
dark flelb-colour. , '

The female has ho collar ; its throat is not fa 
black,, and its head is variegated with black and . 
light rufous : . the white which occurs in its plu-. 
mage is not pure, but always fullied with a ru
fous caf^. ' .

Length, from five inches three-fourths to five 
incheisj the bill four lines and a hal^j the leg , 
nine lineis; the middle toe eight lines j the alar, 
extent nine inche-sj the tail two inches a^^'a 
half, confifling of twelve quills, and projeding 
about fifteen lines beyond the wings. [A] .

. *' * . *
[A] Specific ch'arafter of the Reed Bumping, Sehceui^^

Its head is blac^, its body gray and black, the outer- 
mbft quills of its tail marked with a wedge-ltiapcd white fpt^t.” 

(tis' five inches and three-fourths long. It is found as high as 
. Ilcnmark,

    
 



*56 the reed bunting. ,
Denmi^rl^j it is frequent in the foi^t^lh^i^n,parts of Ruliii; and It 
vifits Britain in the fumm^:r. It fufpends its neft between four 
reeds, a few feet above the ^^aer r, h^^s neft. is made of grafs-f^i^llks, 
lined with the down of reeds. The bird lays four or five eggs of 
a bluilh white, variegated with purple flreaks. It fings, efp^cii^^ly 
at night.
• : • M

The HOODED BUNTING*
Buff. .

’■* A fort of hood of a fine black covers the'hcad, 
throat, and neck, and then, tapering to a point, 
defcends nn the breaft, nearly in the fame man
ner as in the Reed Ortt^ll^n; and this black is' 
never interrupted, except by a fmall white fpot 
on each fide, very near the opening of the bill;

’ the reft ,of the • under-part of ' the body is whitllh, 
but the fides are fpeckled with black. The hood 

, which I have mentioned is; . edged with-white 
behind j -all the reft of the .up]^^T^-]^^i*t'o^f the 
body variegated with rufous, and blackiih j the 
quills of. the tail are blackifh, but the two inter
mediate ones are edged with ruf^^j the two 
outermoft have a large oblique fpot'j the three 
others are uniform throughout.

Total length five inch^^j the -bill fix lines, 
entirely black, the tarfus nine ^^i^es s he tail two 
inches, rather forked, and projeds about thirteen 
lines beyond the wings.

* This bird is in the crbinrt of Dr. Mauduit, who hlas crllrd 
it the Siberian Reed Ortolan. I have not ventured to adopt tliis 
apprllrtion, left the fu^j<^i5l ihould be found to be only a variety of 
our Reed Oltolrn.•

■ M , •
" The'1

    
 



The MUSTACHOE BUNTING,

' Le G^^oue de Provence, Buff.
■mberitia Provincialif, Gmel.

Thiij- bird is diflinguifhed by a black T’P^O at 
the ears, and a line of the fame colour which , 

' extends on each fide of the bill like muflachoes.
The lower-part of the body is cinereous ; the., 
upper-part o^ the head and of the body, varie
gated with rufous and blackiih j the quills of the 
tail are divided by the fame colours, the rufous 
being exterior and apparent, and the blackiih- 
being ^v^it'hin and concealed. There is alfo a 
little whitifh round the eyes, and on the great - 
coverts of the wings. , ,*

This bird feeds on grain ; it is fond of perch
ing'; and in the month of April its fong is 
pleafant. . ••

This is a new fpecies introduced by M. 
-Guys. . ' ,

Total length f^^r' inches.and three-fourths;, 
-■the' bill five lines j the tail twenty lines, fome- 

‘what forked, and ftretching thirteen lines be
yond the wings. [A] • -

£ A] Specific eharafter of the Provincialis •• It is
variegated with gray and black ; the under-fide of the body 
and a fpot on its w^ngs. white ; a ipot under the eye, and itripe 
on the jaw, blacic.”

' M

* 
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, The L.I^^^'BIAN BUNTINGS-
«
Le MilUene de Provence, Bufl^. .
Ermr^^ica Lcjfiii, Gmet.

This bird differs' in feveral refpec^s from the 
. preceding : the black whicK appears on the fide’s 

of thef head 'is difpofed in three narrow ftiipes, 
-parted by white fpaci^^; the 'rump . and the fu- 
perior coverts of the tail are (hided with feveral 
rufous tints. - But the difference of 'habits affords 
a more marked di^tili£;ion ; the Lefbian'Bu'nt- 
ing does not begin its fong before the month of 
June ; it is more rare and fhyer, and its repeated 
cries warn the other birds-o:f the approach of 

' the Kite, of the Buzzard, or^^Jf the ' Ha'^Jkj-in 
which cfrcumftaffce it refembles the Reed Biuit^t, 
ing. The prefent inhabitants of 'Mytilene,' dr ‘ 
ancient Lefbos, it,,.on this account^ -is ' k
fentinel for their poultry, but -take the precau
tion io fhut it in a . ftrong cage, left itfelif become 

‘ the prey of the ferocious invader. £A] '
' ■ ■ * * ' •

[A]' Specific charafler of the Lef/ai—** It is varie-
“ gated with gray and black ; its under-furface and its orbits 
** whii^^; Jias three ftripes of bl^ck and'w'hite urn^t^t^-its eye^; ■ 
" its lateral tail-quills partly wh^te.”    

 



[ 259 ]'

T^he LORRAINE BVNTING^.

L'^i^tolan de L^!rrain^i^t Buit. 
> 'Ei^l^et^i^a L^tl^e^i^ir^n^'^a, Gmeil.

Lotdnger fent us this bird from. Lorraine, 
■^lie^ire it is very common^—Its throat, the fore
part of its necic, and its breaft, -are of a light 
aih-colour, fpeckled with black : the reft of the 
under-part -M its hsad and bo(^^^. rufous, fpet^l^lisci 
with black j the fpace round -the eyes of ajighter-

- colour J there is a black ft'rr^£ik below the eyes ; 
the fmall coverts of the wings ar.e of light cine- ; 
feous .without fpeckles ; ‘ the others parted by 
rufous and black j the firl^ quills of the wings 
black, edged with light cinereous, the follo.wing 
with rufoi^^;. the two middle quills of the tail 
rufous, edged with gray, the others partly black

' and partly white, but the outerraoft have always 
a greater lhare of white; the -bill is rufous-bro.wn, ' 
and the legs of a lighter Ihade. * '

Total, length inches' and a half; the bill ‘
five-.lines and a half; the tail two inches and four 
lines, and exceeds the wings by fifteen lines.

' The female has a fort of coflar mottled with 
rufous and white ; all the reft of the undeir-part 
of the body is ru^y-whirie; the upper-part of 
the head is 'vvlr(^e^^l^ed x^ith black, with rufous, 
and with white, but the black difappears,behind 
the head, and the rufous grows more dilute, fo 

s*2 • that .

    
 



260 THE LORRAINE BUNTING.. - 

that an almoifi'uuiform ruf^y-gray is produced. . 
It has white eye-brows ; the cheeks are deep ru
fous; the bill orauge-yeliow at its bafe, and 
black at its point ; the edgjes- of the lower' man
dible are adapted into the upper ; the, tongue is • 
forked, and the legs are black. • '

Ope of thefe birds was brought to me the 
loth of Jar^uji^y ; it had been juft killed on a 
ftone in the middle of the high-road j it xvw^jghed 

' an • ounce ; its inteftines meafured ten inches} 
it liad two, very fmall aeca ; the gizzard was 
very thick,, ab<^ut:' ’an • inch long,- and feven 
lines and a hal^ broad, and filled with ve
getable fubftances, and' many finali pebb!^^^; , 

, the cartilaginous membrane in which ir was
Shaah^ed, had more adhefion than is'ufual id , 
birds. I '

' • Total length five inches ten lines ; the' bill 
£ve lines and a halif ; the alar extent twelve 
inches ; the tail two inches and a half, fomewhat ’ 
forked, and proje^ing about an inch beyond 
the wings ; the hind nail four lines and a h'allf 
longer than the toe. ' '

Ml
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The LOUISiA^NE BUNTING^.

L'*^ftolttn de la Bufi^.
Li^t^oo^i^^ia, Linn. Gmcl.

Ht^iriulanus. Ltu^t^ojicianus, BriT.

' This American bird has the fame ii^ottllng of 
. whi^tjifl:^- and black on its head that is common 
to almoft all our Ortolans ; but its tail, inftead of 
being forked, is on the contrary fomewhat Pi- 
pered. The top of the head is marked with a 

, black horfe-flioe, \^ii:h opens befide the ♦bill-, 
and its branches extending above the eyes, 
coalefce at the back of ,the head : there are fome 
other'irregula:r fpots below the eyes rufous ' 
dominates "on all the lowei^part of the body, 
being deeper on the breafl: and lighter above andi 
below^. it ; the upper-part of the bo<^^^’ is varie
gated with rufous and black, and fo are . the great ' 
and middle coverts and the quills of the wings 
next the bo^^; but all the other ' quills and the 
•mall coverts of the wings are black, as well as 
the rump, the 'tail, and its fuperior coverts ; the 
bill has blackifh ipots on a ' rufous ground j the 
legs“are cinereous.

Total length five inches and ' one-fourth ; the 
bill' five lines ; the tail two inches and one-fourth, 
confifting .of twelve quills, -fomewhat taper, and 
pi^oje^dts fourteen lines beyond the wings. [A] 
• [A] Specific charafler of fne Emb^rixa LtUdviid^an “ It is 

■ q rufous fpotted with black, below pale, the breaft rufous, the head 
• ** marked with a black arch.” ' , '

' ■ ' M* .
The3
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•The y.;E]^J^(^^W-BELLIED CAPE BUNTING,• » ,
LGriolan a Vi^tre “aiunedu Capu de Bonne-E/^trc^tn^e, Buff. 
Em^et^i^iza Capt^nJis,^'iZT. B. Linn, '

,We rcGiived this from Sonnerat. It is the 
’moft beautiful of the genuS ; its head is of a 
gloffy hlack, with five white rays nearly paral
lel/ the middle extending to the lower-part of 

: the neck- ; all the uppei^'-patt of jhe body is 
yellow, but deepeft on the^breaft, from wh^cli it 
fp'^'Sads upwards and downwards, growing more 
dilute by impe'ceptible degrees, fo that the origin 
of the neck, and the laft bf the inferior coverts ' 
of ■ the tail, are almoft white ; a gr^ tranfverfe • 
bar fepa'^^ft'es the neck from'the.back,'which is 

•browh-i^ulbus, variegated with’a lighteT colour j 
the ramp is gray’; the tail brovvn,' edged with 

‘ white on both fides, and delicately tipt with the 
fame ;* the'fmall coverts of the WmgS alh-gra-^; 
the uncovered part of the middle ones white 
the .great ones brown, edged with riifous ; the 
ipiills of the .wings blackiih, edged with white, 
except thofe next the body, which'- are edged 
with ■ rufous; the thi'd and fourth are thelong^eft 
of all. ' With refp^dit to ' the quills,of the tail, the 
.(^Htt^tmoft, add the one next it on each fide, 
are fliortcr thari the reft ; fo that were the tail 
equally divided,' though ‘the wholci-be fomewhat 
■f^rrted, each bf the parts is taper ; the greateft 

' difi’cre,vce between the length of the quills B 
three lines. '

‘ In
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In the female the colours are lefs vivid and dif^in£t.
Total length fix inches and one fourth ; the 

• bill fix linei^: the tail 'two inches and three- '
fourths, confifting of twelve quills, and exceed
ing the wings fifteen lines ; the tarf(it ciig^lit - or 
nine lines j the hind nail is the ftrongeft of all’.' -

■ . . M

The CAPE ^BUNTING^.
L'Orlolan du Ca^ Je Bonne Eff:trance, BufF. 
Bml^erii^a Capt^enjiS) Linn, and Gmel.

• Hortulanus Capitis Bott^^ Spei, Briff.
I

This ’.bird is' as remarkable for duf^y ill-de
fined colours, as the preceding is confpicuous' * 
for the ricl^nefs and luftre of plumage.: it has, 
however, two.black jf:reaks, the one above, and 
the other below the eyes, which charadTerize the ' 
genus. ’ The: uppe^-part of its ’head and neck is 
variegated with dirty gray, and blacl^iiflTi; the up
per-part of the body .black, and yellowifh-rufous; ’ • 
the thr^a^,' the breaft, and all the under-part of 
the body, dirty ; the fuperior coverts bf the 
wiqgs rufous ; the great coverts,- and the -quills 
of the wiqgs, and the quills of the tail, black:ifi^» 
edged with ruf^t^j the bill and legs blackiih.

Xotal length five inches and three-Jfon^l^l^is; the 
bill five lines j .' the alar ^^extent near nine inch^^js; 
the ’ tail two inches and a half, confiii^i.ng of twelve • 
l^uiils, and Exceeds the, wings by fifteen dues. [A'j

[A] Specific character of the Embi^riza Capevjts :~j.is' It is gray, 
•i its throat whitiQ, a ftfipe on .its eyes, apd cheeks bjackijlh.”

' ‘ ' M. .
s '4

*
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■ The. SNJOW
L’O;riolan de Nt^ijge, FufF.
Jimieri%e Nivat^s, Linn. Gmel. Scopi Mull, Frifcb, &c» 
Emiberpua, ' Klein.
Hortutanus Nivatis, BriT.
Avis Niijis, Mart. Spitz. "
See-Lerehe, V/irs.
Pied Mls'.'.rtain PitK^f^^ Alb. 
Sea-Larlf, Ray. .'

^v-.UE mountains ox' Spit2:l^e^i^g;<^i^, the Lapland
J\lps, the Ihores of Hudfon’s-ba;y, and per

haps countries ftill more northpirly, are, during 
the /ummer montjas, the favourite abodes of this 
OircL 'The exceffive feyerity of thefe inhofpitabfe 

■ climates changes part of its plumage, into white 
in winter f. It has fome variety of appear^O^ntce, 
from the diverfilied intermixture of white, black, 
or ruf^.y ; and the' combinations of thefe/^olours 
are afFe£ed by the feafon, and by the tempera
ture of the air. ■ ‘> ' ' .,4 •

* In Potiflb, S^^i^jgula, Snietin.^cKka } in Danifll^,' Sneekok, Winter- 
^yget ; in Swedifl^, J^i^i^ef/arf; in Norwi^igian, Sn^i^-fngl^ Fialjter, 
; Shse-f^a^urel,!^i^elttl^inng, See^eijkiger - in Icelani^ic, Sii^i^-^tytt^in^gui', ‘Si^i^I^- 
jkrikia, Tytliiigs-^bli^ke ; in Afr, Aiaiae ; in Dalecarlien,
‘ l^llvuart--^i^e^‘^l' *n Scanian, Side-laarka-i in Greenlandi^i, Kep-nne- 
arjucht ' ’ ■ ' -

t Tb^ofe white featbers are black at the bafe ; and fometimes 
tbe black fhin'es through the white, hnd forms a multitude' of little 
fpots, as in the individual painted by Frifch, under the name of 
%he Spotted White Bunting. At other tjmes the black collar of the 
Bafe of each feathef extends on a g^at part o^ the wing ; lb t^at 
a bjackiih colour is thus .produced over all the mid<^^-lide of the 
body, as in the Blackiih and Yeliowilh Finch of Aldrovandus., 
i^iLXnii^. ap.^J7iiz^. ■ — • - - ■
' ' ' . ■ • In

    
 



THE SNOW BUNTING. 265' ' ' ♦
; In winter the head, the*neck, the coverts of, 
the wings, and all. the under-part of _the body, 

.ai*e in the male white as fnow, with a liglit and 
almofl, tranfparent tint of rufty on the head 
O^ljr; the baCk ’black ; the quills of the wings, 
and of the tail, partly black, partly white. la 
fummer the head, the neck, the under-part 
the body, and even the ba^k, , are flaine^.w’ith > 
tranfverfe rufty waves of various intenfity, but' 
never fo deep as in the female, of which it is the 
predoniin'ant colour, and difpofed in longitudinal 
ftripes. • In fome fubjefis the neck is cinereous, 
the back cinereous variegated with brown’ ; a 
purple tinge round the eyes ; a-reddifh caft on' 
the'head*', &c. The colour of'the bill is alfo 
variable ; fometimes yellow, fometimes cinereous’ ' 
at the bafe, and-generally blat^l^'at the point. 
In ail, ihfe noftrils. are round, fcme-what ,pro- 
minent, and ■ covered with fmall- feathers ; the 
tongue is a little forked ; the eyes are fmall and . 
bla^ce; the legs black, or blackiCh. - -

Thbfe birds', leave , their mountains when the 
fnows and frofts will liot permit them to pro
cure their food.. This is the fame with -that of 
the white grous, and confifts of th^ feeds of a 
fpecies o^ -f, • ^nd of other feeds. Wheii
kept' in the cage they are very well reconciled 
to oats, and' . pluck the heads ' very -expertly,

* Schs^i^i^c^Ikfelid. ** '

■ f The Betula Nana, or D-iut^rJ' native of the arfiic re
gions.

i.^ • , with
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•^ith greer^-peafe, hemp-feed, millet; the feeds 
.of do(^t^eer*j but hemp-feed fattens them too 
faft, .and occafions their death. -
' They return in fpt^ing^, to their icy fummits. 
Though they 'dp not always hold the.fame route,' 
they are commonly feen in Sweden, in Saxony, 
in' Lower Silefia, in Poland, in Red Ruffia, in 
Podolia, and in Yorkfbire f. They are >ery. 
rare in the fouth of Germany, and almoft en
tirely unknow^n' in-Switzerland and Italy}:.

In the time of their palfage ' -they keep co^^, 
llantly along the roads, picking up fmall feeds, 
and 'every. fort of food* This is the proper fea^ 

Tc^r^-^or catching them. They are prized on 
account of the fingula^ity of their 'plumage, and 
the delicacy of their fleih, and not for the fake 
of their fong, which confilts in. an unmeaning , 
;cluck, or in a Harill^' cry refembling that t^he
Jay, which they utter when handled : but to 
j^udge fairly of their warble, we ought to' hear 
them in the feafon of love, when tpe y^J^rmth of 
palfion infpires, and, foftens the native f^rains. 
"We a.rc ignorant alfo of the particulars of their: 
breeding : it is undoubtedly in the countries 

'where they fpend the.fummer, but there are not 
many 'obfer^v^ej.rs in the Lapland A^lps. ' .

t *
• Cufc^ita IziijN.

' f Willughby killed one in LinC^lnfl^ii-d. Ray fay's that numbers 
■of them ate caught duringr winter in' -Yorklhire. Johnfon informed 
Willug^hby that ibme are’feeit on the chain of' the TNorthumbrian 
mountains. ’ ’

t Gc-fner and Aldrovandus. ■
Thefe.

    
 



THE SNO.W BUNTING. 267

Thefe birds do not perch ; they continue al
ways on the ground, where 'the^y r,un and trip 
about like our Larks, to which they are fimilar 
alfo. in-their port, in their fize, in'i^heir long 

■,f]3urs, &c. but differ in the Ihape of the bill and , 
tongue, in their plumage, in their migrations, in 
th^^r ardic abodes, &c. * '

It is obferved that they fleep -little or none in’ 
, the night, and begin to hop by the earlieft dawn.

Perhaps this is the reafon why they prefer the 
lofty mountains of the north in fummer, ' where- 
the day lafts the whole feafon. .

Total length fix inches and a half ; the b^Il 
five lines ; on the palate is a fmall tubercle that 
.^iifl:inguiihes the genus ; the hind-toe is equal to 
that of the ‘.middle, and the nail is much longer, 
and - lefs hooked ; the alar extent eleven inches 
and ©ne fourth > .tail two inclie's and twO- 
thirds, fom'ewhat forked, cocfllf;icg of twelve 
quills, and proje(dicg ten Jint^s beyond the 
;wicgs. [A'] . ,

* ■
• Some able naturalifts have ranged the Snow Ortolan with the 

Larks ; but Li^nnxus has with great propi^^cty referred it to the 
Buntings. ' ' '

. . • - '
' [ A ], Specific charaf^ef of the Snow Bunttiitj, Em^eriaa Niiua^is : 
—Its wiog-quilfs arc whiite, the p^^m:^i^i<^i^,black without ; the 
** tail-quills black, the three lateral w'hii^^.’'* Thefe birds are of 
.the fze of the Chaffinch. ' They probsibly breed in Spitzbcrgen, 
and certainly in Greenland, where they, make their nefts in the' 
fifrurcs of the mountain rocks, employing grafs for the outfide, 
feathers for the infide, and the down of the arflic fox for lining. 
They lay five white eggs, fpotted with brown. They fing fw^i^i^jy, . 
fitting on the gi^ound. ' 1 ,

In-

    
 



268 . '.THE SNOW. BUNTING.'

In autumn, the Sncnv Bantings ifrue_ froi^'their frozen retreatJ. 
and vilit the northern parts of Europe. They appear in Swcdert 
in-fcvere. weather, and are thence called llli-uan-v^ogel, and Hard- 

and many are caught near the fea-lhores. They enter 
Brita.icf by the north of Scotland ; at firf; they are lean, but foo^ 

_ gi^ow fat and delicious ; the Highlands abound w.ith them.
The Snow Buntings appear alfo*at: Hudfon’s-bay in Apri^, retire 

northw.ard in May to breed,and pay another viTitin September. They 
liv^ in vaft ^o^lts, feed on grafs-fecds, &c. and are eafily caught.

Their colour being produced by the degree of cold, to which they 
are expofed, is, nScel^^a^ily v.ai^itible. '* ' ’

VAtR^l^ETIES of the BUNTING.
' It will, be readily perceived from what we 
IfaATe faid in regard to the winte:f and^fummer 
drefs thefe birds, that -we are not here to 
confider the Varieties which belong to the two 
principal epochs, pt ' the iptermediate terms ; 

'thefe being only the fhad<2s'which mark the 
progreflive influence of cold or'heat. .

I 
' » %

' I. The JacObi:nE BuNTrNG*. It is.a variety 
of climate. Its bill,; breaft, and belly, are '^Wilte j. 
the legs gray, and all the reft black. It appears 
every winter in Carolina and Vii-ginia, and retires • 
in the fummien to breed probably in the north.

* This is the Blc^cd Bunting of Pennant' and Latham, hnd th« 
Bird of CiUelby and Kaam; it is the E^m^i^^ista Hfe»ialis in 

the Liiina^in fyllem, and the Hori^lc^nus Niualis Niiger of Brj^llbn* 
Speciiic character ;—'* It.is black, its belly w^^t^.” Th^efe birdj 
breed • in the north^ern parts of America, winter in the Bate of New 
York, and in very fevere feafons Vfit Virginka and the Carolinas 
in ir^imenfe bodies. They frequent the gardens and hillocks, to 
pick up the fcattcrcd grafs-fecds- Th^^^ Ameriaans call them Chuck
birds, and ^^^ccm tlfcm delicious eating,

■ II. The

    
 



. VARIETIES OF THE SNOVV” BUNTING. 269
** X * *

. .II.' The 'Co;llared Sno'w
The head, throat, and heck, are white. It has 
two' forts of collars at the under-part/^f the neclc;- 
the upper lead-colour, the lowejr blue ; both fe-. 
parated. by the ground colour, Which forms a fort 
©* white intermediate ,colllir ; the quills of the 

. wings are white, tinftured with a greenifli yel- , 
low, an.d ftrewed with fome black feathers ; the 
eight quills the piiddle the tail, and the two , 
outer'ones, white ; the two others black ; all the 
reft the plumage reddiih bro.wn, fpotted with 

C^reeniih yellow ; the bill ' redc edged with 'cine
reous ; the iris white, and the legs f^cifli^t^t^lbi^ic 
ed.—Thls . bird was caught in the' county of Ef- 

' it could hot be enfnared till after man^y and 
tedious-trials. '

Kreamer obferves that in the Ortolans, as well .
as in the Yellow Buntings, the Chaffinches, and 
Bulfinches, the two mandibles are moveable ; 
and this is the reafon, .he fays, why they fhell - - 
Che feeds, and do not fwallow them entire.
« # •

* This is the P/W Cbajjinch of Albin and Lathai^,. the fourth 
variety of Linnaeus’s Snow 'Bunting, the Fringilta Caj^ite Alio of 

'aad the Horudanus N-ivalit Torqu^tut of BriTon. • ,    
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The .RICE bunting.
L'Agt'ipotne, Ou I^^'f^r'tolan J/ Riz,, Buff. 

Orr^t^^<vora, Linn, and GmeL 
, Uoriulanus CarolinenJ^s, Brifl'., • 

Er^l^et^iiza Carolineisjis, Klein. ,
Rice Bird, Catelby.

/■■^HESE ‘ birds are migratoi^'y birds, a^nd thc^ 
motive of their pal^ige is not known.

Numerous flocks of them are feen or rather ' 
heard in the mpnth of September, coming from, 
the Iflarid of Cuba*, where the rice has already at
tained maturity, .and direding their courfe to Ca
rolina, where it is only coming into ear. Thefe 
remain in Carolina only three weeks, and then • 
advance towards the north, . always'in fearch, 
of more tender grain : and, by fucceiliive ftations, 
they penet^i^;^t^<e' as far .as Canada, arid'perhaps 
beyond. But what is the moft Angular, though 
there are other fimilar inflances, thefe flocks, are 
compofed entirely of females. It is afcertained, 
we are told, from numerous di^sdions, that 
only the females ‘pafs in September j but 'in thS • 
beginning of the fpring, the males and Temales ' 
are intermingleid; and inde'ed, this is the.feafon . 
of the mion of the fexes. ’ '
' The plu^nage of the females is ruf^y oyer al- 
mo^ its whole body ; that . the males is more,
- . . diverfified :
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diverfified ; ‘the fore-part of the head aAt^Jriec^/' 
t^he throat, the Sreaft^'and all the under-]5arF^if-- 
the body, the uppet-part- of the back and the 
thighs, black, with a mixture of rully 'p-<tie back;

• of tlie head and neck.' rufty ] the lower-part of 
the back and rump of an olive_ cinereous ' ; the 
great fupeirior coverts of the wings of the fame' 

•colour, edged with whitiih ; the friiJiU fupe;rior' 
coverts of -the wings, and the fuperior coverts 
of the tail, - dirty white ] the quills of ,the wing

■ black; tipt with’ brown, and edged^ the gr^e^jtt^ 
ones with fulphur-colqur, and the fmall ones '' 
with gray ; the quills of the tail are nearly Jike 
the great-quills of the wings, only all terminal^e, in, 
pp^i^tt*] laftly, the bill is ciner^e^opis* and^the 
legs brown. This Ortolan is remarked to be;

.-taller than the reft. .» • - • ,
, Total length fix inches and three-fourths ■; 

the bill fix lines and a hailf; the alar extent 
four incheil; the tail two inches and a half, 

‘fomevvhat forked, and -exceeding the wings by 
t;*n lines. .-[A] . ■ , . .

. •/For this reafon we have called the bird .dgrijienne. .
‘fA] Specific charafter of the Rice Bun^inng, Cry-

xivora:—^‘.Black, the neck tawn;y, the belly black, ■ the tail-quills 
pointed. ” It is remarkable that the Rice birds were not known 

in Carolina before the end o^ laft cen^u^;y, when that nqtritious 
, ^i^ain was introduced from, Madagafcar. We may fuppofe that 

a few. ^ray birds hid been driven into- that province by adverfe 
, winds, and had fared ib well among the rice-crops, as ..to ■have re

turned with their brood.the enfuing feafon : and t^^s, in the cburfe 
of h few jjeairt, a dired^ipn would be given to their general mi- 
grai^i^ons. They arrive in Carolina about Sep^-^ml^i^r; at firft they

■ are* I

    
 



272 THE RICE • BUNTINGS.

■ are very lean, but foon grow exceifiveljr fat, and fly with difflcuJlty, 
lo that they are eafily fhot. Their ^ay lafts three wei^lts; and 
both fex»s make a tranfient vifit in the fpring. A few_ remain ' 
through the winter in Carolinr, and 'even in Virginia, where they 
fohClt on tl’e fcattered grai^ns Indian corn.

I

- -V^AUUE^TIES oj^the RICE BUNTING.

The LOUISIANA • BUNTING.

■ LAgrippennt, ou Oirtolan de la Lt^t^ijian^, BuiF. 
Eim^ei^iaa. Oipyzivora, Var. Linn. ' , ,

J conficler this as a variety of the preceding, 
by the influence' of- clim^t<^: ■ its 

fize, its port, its ihape are the fame, andt^lie ’ 
'i^nills of the tail are Jikewife pointed, the onfy 
difference, in.ihort, coi^fifllingo^ the colours of . 
the, jjlumage. The Louifiana Bunting has the 
throat and all the under-^p^;rr^ of the body of a 

Tight _yellow, which is ftill more dUfute on the 
lowei^-b^ll)y; the uppe;^-part of the head and 
the body^j and the fmall fuperior coverts of the 
wings, are of an olive-brown ; the rump and the 

, fuperior coverts of the tail, yel^Fo^, finely ftriped 
with bro^n: the quills of the tail blac^fli, thpfe 
of the middle edged with yellow,,the lateral 

. - ones with white, the intermediate ones with the- 
different fhades that intervene between white and 
yellow ;: the great fuperior coverts of tjjc wings 
. ’ ' are

    
 



VARIETIES OF THE RICE BUNTING. 273 

white ; ' the quills are the 
fame, except the middle'^n^S“^hTS\hdve more 
white.

The meafures are ne^^Iy the fame as Tn^e 
Rice Bunti^i^n;.*.

• Mr. Pennant thinks that this bird is the female of the cojn. 
won Rice Bumti^jj. . '

VOL. JV.
• ' w ••

Tf •»
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The YELLOW’ BUNTING.''
Le Sriwit df ^'rnlta,^B\}St. i
E/lbenza C^nii^t^e^at Linn.'GineL Scop. V5U.Kram. &c? 
Emb^t^iza FJixva, Gefii^^i^.. . , , .
Em^^/^za, Brilff. , ,
^he Yellati Ymlring, Sibbaldi Scotiia Illalirata.
Yhe Hamm^, Ray.

*T' H E ofTec^us tubercle or barley-corn on the 
•** palate o:f ' this bird, proves indifputabl^y its 

affinity to the Ortolans ; but it refembles them 
alfo 'by other properties j by the ihape of its bill 
and tail, by its proportions, and by the delicac^y 
of its fleih f. Salerne remarks, that its cry is 
nearly the fame.

The Yellow Bunting makes feveral hatches, 
the laft in Septeml^t^r: it places its neft on the

• In German;^, it is called '
Catlg^njicken, G^lber/cC^t^^, Giliiwert/ch, Ke^-

v^ogel, G^^l^^gerji j which names • alinde in general to its yellow 
plumage and its fee^injg upon corn, efpi^i^ii^ly barley j in Switz* 
erland, Emmrrtit, E^t^ering, Hem^^t^lift^, in Italy,
Ziv^olo, Zigolo, Cia Megliarina, Vetiz^iro, Paietzero, ; in
Brabant, jaj^n^; in Illyria, Striu^t^} in Sweden, Grotning; in Den
mark, Gul/puiry, Gt^ll^ejiin^; in Smo^and, Go/}ttk, In Latin, it 
was termed Galgilis, or Galbil^, and allb ISleris, from the 
Greek hKltff;, fignifying the ja^o^ndice, both on account of its yel
low plu^iage, and a notion entertained by the people that the 
fight of it cured that difeafe. ■ Pun. xxx. i i .

f Its f^clh is yellow, and^has been faid to be a remedy for the 
ja^undit^^: na^y, a perfon affli^ifled by that difeafe might transfer it 
by looking at thej^ird. Schwi^inckfeld.

ground,
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THE YELLOW BUNTINGS. 275

' Jielow a-clpd, in a ljufli, ci; in a tuft ,
grafs, but always carelefsiy. Cdnieiitnes it builds j 
in the low branches of ihrubs, and iKjhen at j 
more pains. The body the neft • contilH'bl; , 
ftraws, mofs, and dry leaves, and, is lined with 
roots, the lineft ftraws, hair, and wool. .Tlie , 
eggs are generally four or five, fpotted with 
brown of different fhade, on a •white ground ; 
blit • the fpots are thicker at the • large end* The 

. female covers with fuch ardent attachment, that 
often ihe can be caught by the baud broad 
day, The yoimg are fed with fmall feeds,; in- 

.fea^s, and even Ma^-^ies ; but of thefe laft, the’ 
hard cruft (^eathing the wings • is previouf^y fe^-, 
parated by the parents. They are however 
granivbrous, and fondeft of millet and hemp^ 
feed. They can be caught by a noofc baited 
with a head of oats ; but cannot be eeccyee, it is 
faid, by the call. In fummer they haunt the 
trees, the fides of the hedges and bufhes j fome^^ 
times they vifit the vineyar^ds, but fcarcely ever 
penetrate into the heart of • the for^efts. In win
ter, a, part of them migrate into; other climates, 
and thofe which remain behind affemble and 
j^oin the ChaflSnches, Sparfows, &c. forming 
very •numerous flocks, efpeciial^^^jn rainy weather. 
They i^efort to the farms, and even to the villages 
and • high roads, picking up their fubfiften^ce:,' 
amChg the buihes, and even in horfe-dung, dec.- 
and in that feafon they are^ almoft as familiar

' T 2 , aa

    
 



27<; the yellow bunting.

as the Sparrows They rapidly and aliglit.
luddenly, andjfoc jdTej^pnciiij/irt iitTfre midil of 
the thickef^^ foliage, and never upon a fcpuratc - 
brdnc^C^-*l"hcir ordinary cry confills of fevreiii 
notes, fix of Vlipeh and of the fame
tone, and“ttie laft lharper and prolonged, 
ti, tK tir tl-, ti, ti\, • ’

The Yellow Buntings are fpread over tho 
whole of Europe, from Sweden to Italy, and ' 
through all the interjacent C^i^ntries ; and they 
are ■ confeqiuen^l'y expofed to ' great difference of 
temperature, which happens to mofl; birds in any 
degree domef^ic.

The male is diftinguiihed by the bright yel
low feathers on the head and on the lower-part 
of the body ; but on the head this colour is va
riegated with brown ; it is pure yellow on the 
fides of the head, under the throat, under the 
belly, and on the- inferior coyerts of the

* Frifch derives the German name Ar^t^er, or Ht^i^r^cr, from 
which figniiies q houfe : on this hypothecs, would

denote domcftic. [The old Englifh niime Hammer is evi
dently borrowed from the Ger^^^n.]

•|- According to fom^, they have another cry, v’i^nerot, vigncrot, 
‘veg^neroi, tiichye. Olina fays, that they partly imitate the warble 
o the Ciiaffinches, with which they aifociate. Frifch relates that 
they adopt fomethiing of the fong of the Canary when they hear 
it young : he adds, that the crofs breed of the cock Bunting and 
hen Canary chants ' better than the father. La^ly, Guys fayS, 
that the fong the cock Bunting grows pleafant on the approach 
of the month Augul^. Aldrovandus alfo fpeaks of iis ^nq 
warble. '

wingt,

    
 



■The yellow bu'^^timg.- 277 
‘ Viiijgs, and it is mixed with light chefnut on ail 
the reft of the lower part ; the neck and the 
/mall fuperior coverts of the wings are olive j the 
middle and large coverts of the wings, the back, 
and even the four firft quills <3^,the wings are 
hlackifli ; the reft are browzn^ arid edged, the 
two ' outer with white, and the ten others with 
whitifti gfa^j laftly, their fuperiod cover^t^s^arc 
l^ight chefnut, terminated with- whitiih grayl 
The female has not fo much yellow' as the male, 
and -is more fpotted on the neck, the breaft, and 

' the belly : in both, the edges o/the lower mai^-, 
dible .are received into /the.- upper,- whofe edges 
hre fcallojje'd hear the the tongue is di
vided .at the'tip. into flender.threads j <and laftly,' 
the hind claw is-the Jongeft of -all. ,/The bird 
w^elghs five or fix^gros; the intcftinal tube is 
feven inches and half Jong » y^eft^ig^es of a., 
'tcecum, is two inches /nd a .ha^if '
Jong, dilating near,.t}ie gizzard, which is muf- 
cul^ir; the gall bladder -v<e|^ pnalK I found in 

' the ovaO'ium of the females whiCn I diHe^ed, 
eggs of unequal bulk* . *

Total length, fix inches and one third ; the 
bill five lines '; the legs - eight or nine lines, the- . 
middle toe almoft as long ; the alar extent nine 
inches and one-fourth ; the tail two inches and - 
three-fourths, cdnfifting of twelve quills, fome* " 
what forked, not only becaufe the intermediate 
quills.are ihorter .than the lateral ones, but- alfo 
becaufe the fix quills on each fide turn naturally

■ T 3 outw^ar^ds ;

. ? *

    
 



jyg THE YELLOW BUNTINO. 

outwat^ds J die)^ extend twenty-one lines beyond 
^iie ‘wings. [A^

' ■ r ' •
[A] Specific charaflter of the Yellow Bunitinj;.

Its tail-qoills are bla^iifh. the two Outer^t^ft.i^arkcd with ■ 
a lharp white Ipot on the in^die.” Thus delCribed by Briflbn ?

'•» Above -variegated '^tth' tawny-blackiih and- ^^^^^(^-gray i^t^l^ow 
yeljow^ib f<l^^brea£--^j^iregated- with' dilute chefnUt^^ yellow^f^.

^<‘ and dive; the head yellowii^. varibd ^th du^ty fpots; a^^ulky ' 
vf bar behind the eyes; the two dutmoU tail-quills on both £de3 - 
"** marked- within- with a white ipo’t.’* 'It iS Dx incbea and a.hatf 
long- ; -ve^ 'frequent: in England.' It lays fix bggs. which are 
wlutifh-p^pl*^.. with blackilh irregular fpots arn^'ftreaks. "

.VrAAIlIETIES of- tie 'ifELI-O'W
• J . ' ■ . , , ''i*■ Tbfi colours vatj- in difTerent fub^e^s and in 
different cliiii^tiie^:'', both their ‘ fl^a'des and diftri^bu^ 
tion: ■ Tonietimfls.'the 'yellow extends over all,the 
headjTieck, &c.- In Tonie, the* head .is oT a yeUoi^iih- 
ciriereous'; in others'the ‘lieclC . is cinei^^eofafl''ijjot- 
ted with black y the bell’yJ tire'thighs, and the legs 
aire TaTErbti-ct^li^i^r'; the ■ taii ' brown,' edged wrtb 
yellow, ^e. .

M ,    
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m ■ t,I RL buntin g. ,
» • I »

Le Zi^sZi, oa.Sruattt de Ht^ie BufF* 
£>b^^Hat Linn, and Gmel.
J^ii^lierrxa BriB^ •
O^irbt^, Aldi^o'v. >
fl>e Cirlus, or Zivtlo, Wil^.
'■j ... ' • • ,

T^Hisls feen- fometimes perched, fometimes 
i 4 ’ rr^nning ,oa the groui^c^,-^ a^nd paiTticUlairly 
in newly ploughed fields, where it finds ' ieed^ 
i^^all- worms,- andotheri:inifei3:8';
it alpioft alwaysh^a? earth ‘-fficking to -its bill;: 
-It -is -eaf^ly enfiiared, - and when - b^'u'ght • with - bii^d*- 
lirne^i i£- ofteneft' remains - attache^tJi - or i^ it er^^ 

Jtan^ies -itfelf,’ It Ibfes - moft of its feathers Tn ’the 
flt^ug^g;Ie’,‘ and ’ is no'Ionger able- to^ Uy. Irf^on 
becom'e^s' Teconciled ' to cap'^i^'viry, but is not ab- 

, folute^y, infehfible of its fituatiofi j for, during 
the 'firf^‘two on three, months, has - only its 
ufuai ’chirp, -which it repeats witl^frefluenc^ and 
trepldarifn when a perfon goes ’ near ‘its. cage : 
hoiyever, by gentle treatmenr,. it at length re
fumes its warble. Its fiie .and its habirs a^e 
nea^l^;y the fame with thofe. ojf the Yellow. Bunt
ing, arid probably, if We were berrer acquainted 
with -thefe birds, -we lllfuld perceive that th^^ 
belonged to the fame fpecies. •

f 1. e. The HCjje-Banting.
T4' The

    
 



J!BO the:- GIRL B U N TI G.
' The Girl BurltingS aie not found in the 

northern countriefi, and feem to be mof^ frequent 
in thofe of the fouth j however, they are rare, 
in feyeral pi^c^.vipi^(^s-c^f- France, vT'I'ey i^re ()ft<^n 
f^enwith the Chaffinches, Whbfe fong they imi
tate, and with whom they form numerous flock^s^> 
efpsCiall•y in rainy days. They ' feed on the fame 
fubf^ancss as the .othe,r..granivorous tribej and 
live about fix y^ears according to Olina : but this 
muft be underftood ' of th.em in the domeftic 

for it is ■ -unGeriakiq-. ^yithat, .eiBfe<i^s,■iffrlh 
air _. and, fn^sedom'^^^^f -mqtiQ'i^-may, hav^s. upon 

, ■,■‘9^Jg?'vify’' :’u- t - ; • n*
1, Jnj fhsl~ rrnaIe^s-the upper-pa'rt ^,ths, head J^s ' 
ipotted with blackiili, ,upon - an olive-^g^ir.een 
ground ; thme is a .yellow 'fpot.on the fides, di
vided into tw® .unequal panl^S/ by a blaclC ' ftreak 

r.which paifes. over f^he'eyes j the throat is brown . 
and alfo the top- of the. breaft, and a yellow 
collar lies bstween them ; the reft, of the under
part ’ of the bod^ is yellow, which grows more 
dilute as it, fpreads. to the^ tail, and is. fpotted 
with brown on the flanl^^;- 1^hs uppelr-parf of ■ 
the neck. and back is variegated with rufous and

• blackiih ; the rump olive-r^i^jo^ds, and the fupe-. 
rior coverts are of a purer rufous; the quills of the 
wings brown, edged with olive,, except the near- 
eft to the back, which are f^ufous, and the two 
piiddle ones, which are rud^y^-j^i^i^^y ■; laftl;y, the 

' bill is.’cinsrSous, and the legs brown. ’ •
l^tt

    
 



THE GIRL BUNTINGS. 28I'■ • . *
In tlie female, there is lefs Of. the yellow, the 

throat is not brown, nor does a^^ brown fpot 
< appear on the U^ieaf:. ♦ ' ' '

A^ldr^c^v^a^n^dus tells us, that th© plumage is fub^ 
j^<^£t to much diverfity -in this fpecies: the one 
^^hich he figured had a dull green tinge on its 
bre^afl; and' ’of thofe which f have obferved, 
f. found one of which the uppi^i^-part 6f the neck ' 
was olive, with fcarcely .any admiszt^u^i^e^ .

Total-length fix ■ inches and one-fourth ; the 
41111 abo*^^ fix lines ’ ; the alar extent nine inches 
^nd' three'^-fo'ui^i^l^!^; the tail near three inches, 
compofed of twelve quills, and projecting .about 
ten di^es beyond the'wings, and forked as in thp 
YelioW Bunting. [A] ' ’ »•'

, j:: 1
. fA], Specific cha^adter of ttie •

' It^s^ brown, its> breaft fpo^ti^id, its eye-br^ow yellow^,, the two.
" outermolt cjutils of its tail marked with^a white .wedge-H^J^pcI^ 
“ Ip(^tt” •

. • ' . M-
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The FOOLISH 'BUN'TIMG;• " *
Lie Bruant.IPout Buf^. . . i
Em'bei^ii^e^--^iia, p^mel. Kram.
E^^i^rixa Praieiijisi Bri1^> and Gefner.. 
E^l^f^t^'ixa Barbata, Scop.^- • 
Cirlus Stul^i:us, Ray, and

/Tp H £'■ Italians, .'have applied the epithet Pf
Toolif^ to this hir^, on account of its

' i^n^cautious difpofition, being readil'y .c^i^v^ught in 
iii^t^«^iiy fort Pf fnare : but the want of. Circuira-- 
^j)e;'<3t^on is clia’radteriftk: of the genus,. and ,the 
Fddliih' Buhting Is inconfiderate only in a higher 

. i^t^j^ree. The name of Bu^nt^'ingr., is
improper j for the moft obfervant.' bird-catchers

.a^nd fowlers have unanimouf^y ajTii'^d me, that 
nc'Ve'r law it in the ineadows, ,,

.Like the Girl Bunting, the Fooliili Bunting is 
pot' ibund in the northern countries; nor does ,its! 
name occur in the catalogues of the Swedifli and 
Daniih birds. It prefers folitude, an.d delights 
in mountainous abodes. It js very common 
and well known in the hills round Nantua..

■ Hebert* often faw- it on the ground, and^ 
, upon the chefnut-trees ; ' arid the count^i-y people 

told him, that its flefh was exi^c^llent meat. Its.
Xong is very ordinary, and refembles that of the- • 

• Yellow Bunting j and the Friiffian bird-catcnrrs 

* This excellent obferver has oommunicated or C^i^finned the 
principal /aeis of the bif:oi'y o^ the Buntiin<js. ' ; ' -

• have

    
 



THE FOOLISH • UN't'nJG. 283

have remarked, that when it is put into a volery 
among others of a different fpecies, it difcovers' 
a /i^<?ng iprediJe.<.iion for \lie Yellow Bunting. •
Indeed its cry its fize, its figure, are the fame, 
and it. diSers only by fome of its habits.

In the male, all . the upper-part is wariegatedL 
with blackifih, and gray ; but this gray is purer , 
on the head, and ruf:y every-where elfe, except 
on fome , of ■ the. middle coverts of the wings, 
where it' becomes almoft white. The fame ruf^ 
gray edges almoft all the quills 'of the wings and 
gf the tail, whofe ground colour is brown,' only 
the 'two exterior quills of the tail are edged and 
tipt with white ; the orbits' are ru^y white ; the 
fides of 'the head add of the'neck are ' grry, j, thq 
throat 'is gray, dotted with blackifh, and edged 
on each fide and below by a line almoft blac^, 
which fortns an ' irregular fort of fquare with 
gray plate on the fides of the head all. the un
der-part of the body is fulvous, more or lefs di
lute, hut dotted or vari^egated with blackifh on 
the throat, the' breaft, and the flanks ; the bill' 
and legs are gray. . . ,

Total length fix inches' and ■ one foui^t^th; the 
bill five or fix lines : the alar extent nine or ten 
inches ; the tail ■ two inches and one third, a ■little- 
rorknd,.confl^ling of twelve quills, and nxcending.' ’ 
the wings by fixteen lines. " [A]

• Lir^r^seus fays that in flying ' it chirps

[A] Specific charafier of the Foolifh Bupi^inrg.
" - It' is rufiy., ..ii^s head marked with fcattered blackiifli, U«^^(e$,*tts eyev. 

brows wh^tc,” ' *
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The C^OiMMON BUNTING
ie Proyejr, BufT.
E^l^eriixtMilii^ria, Linn. Gmel.Kranu and Frifch. 

'Al^ia, Will., and Klein* '
Cyncht^a^n^^^s,- Briff.

is a bird of paiTaage, and arfiy^es early 
in the _ fpring. It deferves to be .called 

Meado’w Bunting^.^ fince in the fummer .feafon 
it never flrays. far from the low grounds f^. It 
makes its heft among the fields of barley, of 
oats, of niillet, &c. feldom on the furface of the 
ground, ■ but three or four inches above, among 
the thick ftrong herbage J. The female ‘ lays 
four, five, arid fometimes fix egj^S'; and' while 
ft^e is engaged in hatching, the male brings her 
Tood, and fitting on the.fummit a tree, he re
, peats inceiTant^y the difagreeable cry, tr^i^ tr^ tri, 

which he retains\<^i^ly till the, month of 
Auguff; the notes are iharper and fhorter thair 
thofe of the Yellow Bunting. •

It has been obferved, that when the Bunting 
rofe from the ground ■towards a branch, its legs 
dropped, and its wings quivered with an irre-

* I ,
- • In German. Knujt, Knipper, Ger/l-Amm^tr (B2^i^]^ej--I^»^^t^iting^V 
Craue-^Amme^ (Gray Bundling) ; in Swed^ih,- Korn-^a^ei^ka (Co^r* 
Lark) ; in Norwi^igian, Kftoti^i^r. The Italian name Sti^Umia' 
comes froth Strillare, to creek, on accouht- of its cry. In Greek 
was called Kuyjcfaftof. or Kuxfarot. according to Bdon. '

Belon fays that it follows the water like the Woodcock/ ' 
t Bclor^/- '• ■ .
♦ gulaf
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T^H^E^. COMMON BUNTING. 285 * 

gular motion peculiar to the feafon of love. At 
other times, in autumn .for inftance, it flies 
equably and fwiftly, and mounts to a confider- 
able height. ’

The young.c^nes leave the nefl: long before 
they are ,able to fly, and take delight to run 
among the-grafsj and this would feem to be 
the reafon why the parents build fo clofe ' to • 
the ground. The pointer-dogs often furprife ’ 
them in the chacc of quails. The parents flilf - 
continue to feed and guard them till they are 
fleiiged ; but their anxiety for the fafe^y of' 
their brood often betrays them, and if a perfon '

• chances to go near the ipot, they circle his- head 
with a doleful air. *

After the family is raifed, tlne^ pour their nu- ' 
merous flocks into the fields, efpec^^^lly am^i^g^'* 
the -^rops of oats, beans, and the late forts of, 
grain. They migrate foon after the Swallows, 
and it very feldom happens, that an^^.of them 
remain during, the winter*.

It is obferved that the Bunting does not flut
ter from branch to branch, but alights on the 
extremity of the highef^ and moil detached 
bough either of a tree ’or flirub, and , in a mo-’ 
ment begins , its fong, which it prolongs ,for 
whole hours in the fame place, repeating, its 
tirefome note, /•/, ti^'t; and -laftly, tha^' in tak
ing flight, it , chatters with its b^il'f.

* Gefn^ir. . . ' .
.Mol^ of t)iefe fails were commuj^ic^j^i^i^d.by M. Hebert. ' '

’ ’ . 'The

    
 



slS6>- TH£’ COMtxMON' BUKT
f ' i , ' ,

The female fihgjs^ alfoj. after the yoiing^no 
lopger occ^]^;y her attention j but this ' is- only 
when perched on a branch, and about 'mid-day. 
Her fong ' is as bad as that of the male. She • is 
rather fmaller, but her plumage ' is nea:rly the 
fame. Both feed upon grain and fmall infeifts, 
which they^, find' in the fields • and rneadows. ‘

Th^efft. ibiirds • are fpread over all Europe, ‘ or 
r^ather they vifit the 'whole 'extent of it in their 

Olitia affirms'that the^y'are 'more 
numerous, ^at '.R^c^me^. and. in its vicinity than'in 
otbs^-countr^ies. • Bird-^catchers keepsthem in a 
cage , •to-ufe as calls ' in autumn f and they 'not 
only entice ',the! Eooliih, 'Buntings into the fnare, 
but man^y other J^mall birds of different kinds; 
They are-for -^]^i!^..]^T^^irfSfe put in low cages 
without any bars or roofts. s' .

• In :the' male, the upper-part of the head and 
body-'is variegated with brown and rufous ; the 
thl^cat^,■■. and the 'orbits, lighit 'i^t^^^us ; the brea^, 
and all the rel^' of the. under-part of the body, 
y^ellowifh-white, fpotted with brown on tho 
breaft and. ' fides ; the fuperior cove^rti^^ of the 
wir^gS.s their -' quills, and thofe of the taii, ;are 
brown, edged with rufous, more or lefs dilute > 
the bill, and ' legs brown gray. ' \ «

In the ' female, the rump is gray, verging upon 
rufous, w^.tliHit att^^* fpots the fuperior 'coverts 
of the tail the fame ' cclour, edged w'itl" whitifh ; 
and in general the quills 'of the tail, and of the 
wings,, are ' bordered ' with' lighted colours.

,12 . The

    
 



THE COMMON BOATING. 28/

The bill of thefe birds is of a remarkable
• r- 1

fliape J the two mandibles are moveable, as in 
the Ortolans j the edges are alfo re-entering, as in 
the Commpn Bunting, and the ju^c^dlion^, is made^ 
in a crooked lirie j- the edge of the lower man
dible on each fide, near the third, of its length, 
makes an obtufe.falient, angle' and is received 
by the correfponding re-entrant angle in the 
upper-mandible, which is more folid and bulky 
than in moft other birds j .the tongue is narrow, 

'.tt^iiclk, and tapered to ■ a point, like^a tooth-pick j 
the noftrils are covered above by a membrane• I . . • I. ‘
of a crefcent ihape, and below by fmall feathers 5 
the p^h^ailainx of the _ outer toet ■ is joined, to
that of the middle toe.

Infeftinal tube thirteen inches and a.hal^^; thei 
gizzard naufciilar, preceded by a, moderate dilata
tion of the vegetable mat-»
ter, and nuts with fmall pebbles ; flight, veltiges 
of zj'caci^m ; no gall-bladder j th^, great axis of. 
the'ttjtlicles four lines, the.fmaller one three 
lines. ' Total .length of thp bird feven,^r^ches 
and a hal^f j the bill feyen lines j the alar extent 
eleven inches and one .third . the tail nearly 
.three inches, foi^ewhat fork^e^d^, con^fting of 
twelve quills, and ftretching. eighteen lines be
yond the wings. . [A] ,

[A] Specific of the Common Eti^li^i^iiza ^iti-
aria It is, brown, below fpotted with bl)^^l^,,.its orbits tuJfousi.**/

'm' - 
k
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‘ FOREIGN BIRDS,
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE BUNTINGS-

I. .
The J^]RAZILIAN

I w * •'
.f..e GUirnrgat, 

Etifberii^ti and ^Briifl’.

TTTA -D not'this' bird beeti' a nai^ii^i^'ojf South
America, and its cry been different from 

that of the Yellow Bimt^iin;*, I ‘ihould have 
'(^co^iddered it as a mere variety. Indeed ijits plur 
mage has even more of the Yellow than com-* 
mon in ours f^, and I ' have no doubt but they 
would intermix, and beget'prolific offspriog. • '

The yellow is fpread unmixed on the head, 
/' the neck, - and all the under-part of the body, 

and alfo borders alrnoft all the fuperior coverts.,, 
and the quills of the tail and of thc^^ wing^sy 

' which are brown*; on the back it is .intci'-r, 
mingll^^l^wiih brown .and greisn; the bill ',apd .

• the eyes are black, and the legs brown;
, * Our Bunting is called Li^teola, G^^lit-kiamimr, B-uant^ ,
J^tUnt, Bruant Def^i,’CiaJo that'yel^ow' 
^orm part of its efiTen^e. • ,rj

Some individuals of our Bunting have tlie head, the neck^ anA 
yje upper-Tide of the body almolil'entirely yellov; but this is rare* 

' ' ' ' This
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Foreign BiRD^j 289

' This bird is found in Brazil,' and probably is 
indigenous, for the natives have given it a name, 
Gu^trt^nheemgata. Marcgrave praifes its fong, and 
compares it to that of the Gha^n<^lit

The female is vei^y^, different front the mal<^} 
' for the fame author tells us, that the plumage 
' and cry refemble thofe • of the Sparr^c^w^* [A] ,

[A] Specific character of the Emberi&a Bre^liinjitt ";^tsopp,bs 
" ne^lk, and the under-fide of its bodyp yell^^; its back; its wi^^s, 
tt and its t^il, variegated with yellow and brown.** , ,

________________ M

, ii.
-l^EXIGAN BVNT^l^N^C^*

La ^btireft J^t^une, BuiFi 
Emberi^%t Mexi^a^a, GmeL ‘

As t have feen only the figure, and a dead 
fpecimeti of this bird, f tan give but an imper»- 
fe£t defcription. Its plumage • is much like that 
of the Common Yellow Bunting j almoft all the 
head, the throat, and the fides of the neck, are 
orange-yellow ; the breaft, and the under^p^JuG 
of the body, fpeckled with brOwn oh a dirty 
white ground j the back of the head, and neck, 
and all the upper-part of the bod^, brown : this 
laft colour tapers to • a point dh each fide of the* 
heck, and extends almoft to the ey€^« The quills 
of the, wings ahd tail, and their coverts, are 
brown, edged with a lighter brown. [A] '

[A] Specific character of the- Emberiza M^e^xicana ——« Abbi^iee it 
*• is ruily j belOw partly f^fhlte. fpotted with brown its bead, and 
" throat, yell^^.” '

IV. tf III. The

    
 



FORE]^<GjK which are

,III....
' The YELLOA^^-FAiCED BUNTIN<C;r I i

La Flav^i^i^lei Buf^.’, •
E^l^i^iriza Flaviola, Linn, anrf <3mel. '

• . t • ' ■
T^i'e forehead and throat are ' yellow, and all 

the reft • of the ’plumage gray^^ It is nearly of |lie 
Uze Of the, Siikin. Lir^x^jfeUs, Who has made 
ns- acquainted with this fpecies, informs us, that 
it is a nativ-c^' of the war-n»^(^(^iuntries, but does 
not mention to what Continent it belongs. [A] 

z

[A] Spec^lic charafl^i^ir of the Et^diiiriZa Fla'viola:^'^*' It is grajr; 
its face yellow..”

IV‘, /
The OLIVE BUNTING,

LOliivi, BoiF. , ■
En^hiriiM Ol^ivacia, Linn, and Gntel. •.
Enibt^i'i'za T^omit^iuinii, BrilT. •

This J^ittle Bunting, which is foufid in Domi
nica', exceeds not the fize of a Wren. All the 
upper-parr, and even the tail, add the quills of 
the wings, are an olive-green j the thrpat 
orange-yellow j there Is a fpot of the fame co- . 
lour between the. bill and the eye i the fore-part 
of the • neck is blackiih ; all the under-part of 
the body a very light ’gray, tinged with.olive j 
the anterior part of the wings edg^ed ’W^ith'light 
yelll^vw; the bill and legs brown. ' • ' •

13 . - ' ■ • , -The

    
 



. vtlated ihe B U N T I N G S,* « » . • «.
■riie female has not tho black neck-^jlg^ce* nor 

’ the orange-yellow fpot between the bilf and • the 
eye ; nor is the throat orange-yellpwe as in the 
inale. ■ • .

Total length^thi^e.e inches and three^-fo^i^l^T^i^.; 
the bill four lines and a half 3 the alar extent 
fix inch^^ ; the tail eighteen lines., confifting of 
twelve'quills, -and projecting feven or eight linos. - 
beyond the wings. [A] ,
I [A]''Spei:ific charai^er of the Eml^i^irixa OUnacea^^ — “ It .is 

** ohve J wl.iter bejow j its throat or^^i^j^te; a ft^^ipe on its breait - 
«* blac^eifi.”

. V. .
The. AMAZON BUNTINGS.

A^c^!x^r^a, Gmel.

This bird was found at Surinam, It is of the 
bulk Of our Titmoufe ; the upper-part the 

■llc^ad is • fulvous j. the inferior coverts of the' 
-wings whitiih j the reft of the plumage brown.

I

; V^I. '
‘The PLATA BUNTI^N^.
. E'T^fnl^ierift a Cinq CotJi^i^rs, Byff.'

Platenjis, Gme^.
'i • ' . ' • 'TlV^Sih^^^^’d 'yas brought from Bueni^j^^^,Ayres. 

defcribe it on the, authority of Commerfon, 
v^l^O'Jpeaks only of its plumage and external 

u 2 ’ cha- •
• • »
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diaraft^et^s, and takes 'no notice of its'mannsr Of _ 
living, nor informs us whethi^ir- it has the dif- 
C^ii^inating properties of the fpecies.

All ' the upper-part of the body 'is of a brown 
green, verging to yellow ; the head, and the 
upper-part of the tail, of a darker tinge 'j' the 
under-part of the tail has more of a yellow call: 
the back marked with fome bl^ck ftreaks : theI ’ * *
anterior edge of the wings bright yellow ; the 
quills of the wings, and the outermoft of thofe 
of the tail, edged with yellowifli ; the under
part of the body cinereous white j the pupil 
blackiih blue j the iris chefnut ; the bill cinere
ous, convex, and pointed -; the - edges of the 
lower mandible re-entrant; the noftrils covered 
with a membrane very near the bafe of the bill ; 
the tongue terminating in fmall filaments ; the 
legs lead-coloured. ’ ■ * ■ -

Total length eight incheis; 'the bill -eight lines'; 
the 'alar extent ten inches ; the tail ibur inches j 
the hind nail largeft of all. ,

-M

V^II.
The BOURBON BUNTING#.'

' I .
Le BoflT.

. The' whole of the body is reddlfli grayj'both 
above and below, and almoft of the fame fhadt^^;

V the coverts of the wi^n'gs, their quills, and thof^
12 .

    
 



. . to^ the BUNTINGS. '

of the tall, are brown, edged with reddifli gray, 
more or lefs dil.m^(3; the bill brown, and the legs 
yellowiih, tinged flightly with reddiih gray. It is 
C)i^nd in the Ifle of Bourbon, ,is nearly of the 
bulk of the Yellow Hammer, but its tail is 
ihorter, and its wings longer j the former'pro- 
jt^dling about ten lines beyond the latter. •

V^III.
The GRAY BUNTINGS.

Le BufF. and Seba.
Gri/eea, Gmel. 

Em^i^iriza Surtnamenfis, BriT.

i.,Seba tells us that this bird is very common at 
-Surinam, that jt is of the fize of the Lark, and 
that it lings like the Nightingale, and confe- 
quen^!^^ much better than any of the Buntini^is; 
which is in^ an American bird.
The people of the country fay, that it is ex
tremely fond of maii^^,. and often perches upon 
the top of the ftalk. ,

Its principal colour is light gray, but' there is 
a tinge of red on the breaft,. the tail, the coverts, 
and the quills of the wings j the quills of the 
wings are white below.

' Total length five inches ; the bill five lines ; 
\the tail eighteen lines, and exceeding the wings 
,t^5y,t.<?n ' lines,

•

u 3 ’ jx;* The

    
 



foreign birds vJ^icf} At

-IX.

The FAMILIAR BUNTIN^G.,

Le Bruant Fa^iliter, Buff. ’
Emi^t^r^xa Feu^iliarit, Linn, and Gmel. 
Motacilla Familiaris, OJ^. It.

The head and bill are blac^Ck; the upper-part 
of _ the body cinereous and Ipotted with white ; 
the under-part cinereous, but without fpots’; the 
rump and part of the back that is covered by 
the wings, yellow ; the coverts and the end of 
the tail, white.—--This bird is found in Afia,'and 
is nea^^Iy the iize of the Siikin, , ' '

X.
‘ The CINEREOUS BUNTING^. '

Le Cul-R.ouJJeit, Buff. ‘ 
Emberiza Ct^^^^^rea, Gmel. 
Emberiza Canadt^tfis-, BrifT. ,

We are indebted to Br:iTon for this fpec^^^:^—• 
the upper-part of the head Variegated wdth brown 
and chelTni^t; the under-part of the neck, the 
back, and the coverts of the wings, variegated 
in the fanie manner with a mixture grt^jy; 
the rump gray without fpots ; the fuperior and 
inferior coverts of the tail, dirty white and rufty ;

■ ' , , ' ■ the

    
 



related ,io 'he 'B U N T I N'^ 395 '

the throat and all the under-part of the ’body,' 
dirty-white, variegated wdth chefnut fpots, ' lefs 
frequent however below the bell^; the quills 
of the tail and of the wings brown, edged with 
gray, verging upon chefm^l:; th<e' bill and legs 
brown-gray.—It was brought^, from Canada. .

Total length five inches and a half; the bill 
five lines and a hallf; the alar extent eight inches 
and one-fourth ; the tail two Inches and a half, 

. confifling twelve quills, and projedling about
fwre^rtli^-one lines beyond the wings.

XL

The' BLUE BUNTJ^Q.,

L'Axuroux, Buff.
Carulea, Gmel,

EmberiiM Canadenjis Cc^ruUa, Bril^.

We are ' alfo indebted to BrilTon for this Ca- 
n^i^iiin bird : the upper-part of 'the head is dulj 
rufous ' ; the uppeir-part of the neck and, of th^ 
body variegated with the fame and with blue > 
the 'rufous is not fo deep on the fmall coverts of the 
wings noi^’ on the, large ones, which are edged 
and tipt with that x^oll^ur; the quills of the 
wings ' and of the tail are brown, edged with 
01Ue--^l■r^5y; the bill and legs are brown-gray.

Total'length four inches and one-fourth ; the 
bill five line!}; the alar 'extent feveii inches and 

u 4 ' one
' * f
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; the tail an inch, confifting of twelve 
quills, and not exceeding the wings by more 
than four linest

XII.

. The BONJOUR COMMANDER.

This is the name which the fettlers in Cayenne 
give to a kind Bunting, which frequents the 
dwellings and fings at day-break. Some call it 
the C^c^y^^nne Bunting. It refembles 'the, one 
from the C^l^e of Good Hope fo ^^a(dly, that 
Boriini thinks it is the fame. One of the ap-- 
pellations ought therefore to be rejedled , and 
this ihews that all epithets, of birds that are geo* 
graphical are infu^i^ient' to difcriminate them.,

The cry is thriller than that of our Sparrows i 
they ate generally on the ' ground^ and like the 
Buntings, they are; for the p^oft part in .pains.

The male has a black hood ' crolTed by a gray 
bar.; tfie cheeks are cine;^.e<^^^; there is a black 
ray extending from the bafe of the bill to the 
hood, and below and behind it there is a rufous , 
hal:f*c^lll^r; the uppe^-part of the body is 
greenif^-brown, variegated on the back with 
oblong black fpots j the cO^<^rts of the wings are 
edged with ru^y ; an the under-part of the body 
Is cinereous, ‘

it
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It is a little fmaller than the Girl Bunting, its 
total length being only five inchi^ss j its wings are 
Aiort, and fcarcely reach to the. taiddle of the 
tail.

XIII.

The RED-EYED BUNTINGS.
. A '

Gommerfon defcribed this bird on the Ifle of 
France,! which.it inhabits, and where it is Called 
Calfat. The upper*part of the head is black, 
and all the • u^f^j^ei^^part of the body, including, 

'the wings and th,e tail, are bluiih cinereous j the 
tail edged with bla^lc; the thr^^if blat^lc; the 
breaft and'belly wine-co^o’^i^i^dj a 'white b<iv 
ftretches from the corner of the opening of 
the bill to • the back of the hea»d; the orbit the 
eyes is naked, and rofe-coloured j. the iris, the 
bill, and the legs alfo rofe-coloured ;• the inferiot 
eoverts of the tail white.

It is of a middle fjze, between the Sparrow ' 
and 'the Linnet.    
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The BULFINCH’
Le Baiw^ireuil, Bul^.

Liim. and Gm^I.
Cocc^hraufles Sa^iguruea, Klein. • '

' Rubicilla, feu Pyrrhula, Aldrov. Johnit. &c. 
‘ Pyrrhula, Briff. '

Rubrtca, Gefner.
^he' Bulfinch, Alp, or Kope, Will.

has been liberal to this bird, for 
; ihe has bellowed upon it a beautiful plu

mage and a line voice. The colours are perfeCt 
after the moulting, but ’the fong needs, to 
be aififted and formed by ' art. In the ftate of• < * •
fr^eedom, the Bulfinch, has . three cries, which 
are all ' unpl^^t^far^t: the fir^, ’ which is the 
raoft common, is a’ fort of whoop ; it begins 
with one, then two in fucce^.on, and afterwards ‘ 
three and four, &c.' and, when animated, it 
leems to articulate with force the, Repeated • 
fyllable tid, /«/, ; the iecond is an air of 
greater extent, but lower,., rlnroft hoarfe,

•

• In German, Blut-fmch, Brom-iu^ifs, Boll^te^-l^eifir,
Ro^-’uogel,ThMnbhei^sz,.Gump^ee% in Swedi^, Doi^^l^erre, inE^i^nHr 
and Norwt^^ian, D^^t-pape, Blod-fn^^ ; in Pdilh, Popek; in Prof» 
^^n,Dann pfnjfe ; in Italian^ Cifolotto, Sufu^Uno, Fring^uieU Montano, 
Frng^t^ello Vt^^ino, Monachino, In Greek, it was called I^^i^j-icAii-, 
from Si-x£-v a fg, on which it was fuppofed to fe^tl; and alfo 
C[yffsA«(, from Hvf, fire, on accoi^nt of its red plumage. *

and
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THE BULFIN^C^H. «99

and running into a difcord * j and the third is 
a feeble ftifled cry, which it vents at intervals, 
exceedingly ihrill and broken, but at the fame 
time fo foft and delicate, that it fcar'cely can be 
heard ; it emits this found much in the fame way 
as a ventriloquift, without any apparent motion 
of the bill or throat, only with a fenfible adtion ' 
of the abdominal mufcles.—Such is the fong of 
the Bulfinch when left to the education of its 
parents ; but if man deigns to inftrud it me- 
thodicall^y f, and accuftom it to finer, mellower, 
and more lengthened ilr^ains, it will liften with 
attention, and the docile bird, whether male or 
female';!, witliout relinquiiliing it> native airs, 
will imitate exa<dly, and fometimes furpafs its 
mafter §. It alfo learns eafily to articulate words

' . and'.»
* This is its warble, si, ut, ut, Uf, ut, si, re, ut, ut, '^ui, 

Si, ut, si,'re, ut. . With the fame voice it alfo pronounced ut, 
Ih, ut, mi, ut, la. Sometimes thefe palfages were preceded by a 
drawling tone, in the fame ^^yle, but without any inflexion, and 
which refembled a fort of mewing. [The notes the French 
g^mut are S^^, La, Si, Ut, ,Re, Mi, Fa, correfponding to the 
Englilh C, D, E, F, G, A, f^.j

f It is faid, that to fuccecd in teaching tire Bulfinches one 
l^ould whiille to them, not with the Canary-fl.-igcolet, but with 
fhe lipped or German-Hute, whofe tone is deeper and fuller. The 

■ Bulfinch cat) alfo mimic the warble of other birds. .
■J The hen Bulfinch is the ony fe^^le, it is faid, of the ^n^- 

ing-birds that learns to whiflilc as well as the malie. .Mdcnoli^igie, 
p. i8.—Olina. — Aldrovandus, &c. Some pretend that her voice 
is weaker and fweeter than that of the cock Bulfinch.

§ “ I know a curious perfou (fays the author ot the jEJonologie, 
p. 89.] who having whiffled fomc airs quite plain to a Bulfinch', 
was agreeably furprized to fee the bird add iuch graceful turns, • 
that the mailer could hardly recognize his own muftc, and acknow
ledged that U<5 fcho^ar excelled him.” it n)u(l be con-

fcfedi,
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and phraies, and utters them with fo -tendeir an 
accent, that we might almoft fuppofe ' it felt their 
force.—The Bulfinch is befides fufceptible of 
perfonal attachment, which is often ftrong and 
durable. Some have been known, after efcaping 
fr^om the volery and living a wholes, year in the 
woods, to recognize the voice of the- raiilrefs, and ■ 
i^eturn, to forfakeher no more^. Others have died 
of melancholy, on being removed from the firft 
obje£; of their attachment Thefe birds well ,
r^emember injuries received : a Bulfinch', which 
bad been thrown to the ground in its cage by fome 
of the rabble, tliough it did not appear much.af- 
feded at thtf time, fell, into co.nivulfions ever

' after at the/ight of any .piean, looking, fellow, 
and expired in one - of thefe fits eight months - 
fr^om the ,of its firft.iic.^ident, . ,

The^.Bulfinches fpend the.fummer in the woods 
ot^i oj^ the moun^i^ii^!^: they, make ’t}ieir p.<efi ip 
the bu^es, five or fix feet from, the ground, 
and fometimes * lower : this, ppnl'ifti. ,o:f mofs, 
lined, .with, foft .materials j'arid jits operiing is 
fai^-to'. be the leaft.- expofed to the prevailiag 
.wind. The, fe^male lays - from four to fix eggs ' 
fefled, that Bulfiirchlbe UK^ired^(^(^» it acquires barih flrains.
Hebert faw one which never had heard any perfon whiftle but 
careers. aodHt^l^iich v^l^jilUed. like them» with the fame ilrength,and 
coai^^^G. .ji ... "t . • • • 1 ' f ■

.ppi^of -thc^fe, birds .whi^^h'.returned to its tniilrefr, after living 
a^;jtea»-inj J^^^d ^^^ll , i^ts, feathers uuTl^i^d 'and■ tai^gjled.
Jiiberty^har its inconvi^e^ii^^^i^'s, etpecially for an aniid depraved , 
by domel^ication, ' .....................
' fe;S^d9noIogie» p. 122- i
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, a' dirty wliite and a little ISluiJh, encircled 
near the large end with a zone, formed by fpots 
of two colours, fame of an ill-defined violet, 

• others of a dif^ii^td black. She difgorges the 
food for the young like the Goldfinches, the 
Linnets, &c. The male is attentive to his 'matd, 
and Lj^nn^j^i^s' relates that he fometintes holds 
out to 'her ’a fpider in his bill a'very longj 
time. The' young 6hes begin not to whiftle till 
they are able to eat without affiftance ; and then 
they feem in(tin£^ively beri^evolent, if what' is 
related ' be* true, that in a hatch of four, the 
three elder will feed theif pUny btotherv' After 
the breeding' is over, the parents (tUl continue 
afioc^aiJed through the winter, for they are 'al
Ways fe'en. in pairs : thofe which remain in 
the couni^iry, leave the foreftsi and defcend from 
the mountains * 'when the fnow falls^,^* and for- 
fake the Vineyard which the^ haunt in the 'au- 
tuni'n, and app'roach our dwellinjss; or lodge 
among the hedges by the rpad-fides 1 thofe wlticli 
migrate, depart with the W^c^c^d^cocks, about AU 
Saints day, and return in the month of April' f^. 
They feed in fummer tipon all forts of feeds, 
infe<^s, and forbs :} ; and in the. vv^nter, s^jpon

' ' ’ r
* There are many BuliinchsS in the itiour^tains of BOlojgna, of 

' M^odena, of Sav^^, of Dauphi^^, of Proven^^, &c. Oli-ka.
t Many are feen about the end of autumn and the beginning 

of winter in the mountainous pi^rts of Sileiia, but not every ye^Ji% 
acc^^t^ibg to Schwenckfeld. ' '

I Linnsiis.

> '

ju’nipe*--

    
 



362 the bulfinch: 
j^i^n^i^f^ei^-berTies, upon the buds of afpen, of alder, 
of oak, of fruit-1^I^ees, of the marfh-willow, See. 
whence the (from Bourgeon
which the;y fometimes have in Franc<j; in that^' 
for^bidding feafon, they are heard to whiftle j and 
their fong, though fomewhat fad, cheers the • 
torpid gloom of nature *. .. f

Some r^eckon thefe birds attei^^tive and thought- 
fulji and their hea'vy air and the facility with ’ 

• which they ^re inftrudted feetn to. favour that 
■ idea ; but, on the other hand, theirs, allowing 

one to get near them, and their being deco^yed . 
into the different fnares ■*, indicate want of cir- 
cumfp^<dion. As their ikin is very^t^ender, thofe 
which are caught with bird-lime lofe,' in.firug- 
gling to efcape, part of their down, and even 
of. their quills, unlefs a perfon. fpeedily difentan
gles them. It deferves to be remarked, that 
thofe which have the fineft plumage are the leaft 
capable of inftrudion, being older . and not fo 
trad^^ble : but even the old ones are foon recon
ciled tot^he cage,provided -that at firft they have 
plenty of food ; they can alfo be properly tamed, 
as I have already noticed, though to fucceed re
quires -time and patient attention, which is the 
r^afon that perfons fometimes fail in the attempt. 
It felddm hap^efls- that one is caught alone ; 11he

* -In the cage they eat hemp-feed, bifcuiitj prunes, fallad, &c. 
Olmarecommends for the youngsones the Nightingale’s pafte made 
with walnuts, &c. ■ ,

Gefner caught many of them during the winter, 1^" a bait of 
nic^Iit-^ll^^de berries. ’ ■. *

- . *
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t^^Ker is foon enticed' to follow its compa
nion, and facrilices • its freedc^rn to the calls of 
friendihip. . i ' '

, It has been aifeirted that the Cana:ry, which ’ 
breeds with fo many other fpecies, will .fieve* 
fubmit to the embrace of the Bulfinch, and 
it is alleged as the reafon, that the cock Bul* 
finch, when in heat, holds his bill open, which 
fr^ightens the 'Canary., But the Marquis de 
Piolenc aCTures me, that he faw a Bulfinch pai'r - • 
with a' hen Canairy, which had five young ones 
about the beginning of April t their- bill-wiss 

larger than that bf Canaries of the fame age, 
and they began to be covered with a‘ blackiih 
down, which' feemed ■ to fhew that they had 
more of the father than the moth<^r: unfortu
nately they all died in performing a ihort jour
ney. What adds more weight to this obfeirva- 
tipn, Friich gives diredions for the experiment': 
he advifes 'that the cock .Bulfinch be the fmalleft 
of its kind; and 'be kept long in the fame volery 
with the hen Canary : he fubjoins, that fomes 
times a whole year elapfes befor^^- the female 
will allovir the Bulfinch to come near, or to eat 

. out of the fame tray : which ihews^that the union 
is difficult but not impof'rble. % '
' It has been obferved that the Bul^lnches■jel^k. 
their tail briikly upwards and downwards, though 
not in fo remarkable a degree as the Wag^tails, 
They live five or fix years ; their flefh is palat-

■ able according to' fome, and not fit '^o be eaten 
‘ ■ according
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according to others, by reafon of its bittei^]^<^fs.i 
this muil depend uppnjthe ag€^, feafon, and food* 
They are of the fize 6f the Houfe^Spai^^ow, and 

.•^<^]igh about one ouncie^i The- upper-part of th© 
head, the- ring round the bill, »nd , the, origin pf 
the.neck, are fineg^^^flTy black* which extendsmorQ 
or lefs forwards and baclcWtird{5?A j tjie fpre-^j^jar^t; 
of the neck, the brea^, and the top of the helly, 
beautiful red ; the abdomen, and the inferior 
coverts of the tail and wings, .white ; the upper
part of the neck, the back, and the ihoulders, 
cinereous j the -rump white,, the fuperior coverts 
and the quills .of the tail, fine black, verging 
to violet, a whitiih fpot on the outermoft quills;

■ the quills of the wings blackifh cinereous, and 
deeper the nearer to the bo<^^: the 1aft of -all 
red on the outfide ; the great coverts of the 
wings of a fine changing black, terminated with 
redd.iih, light^^gr^r^^; the -middle ones cinere:oos; 
the frnall- ones, blackiih aih-colour, edged with 
reddiih ; the iris- hazel- ; the bill ,blacki£h,anr the 
legs -bro^i^.-, i _ . . • , .n

The fides of the head and • the fore-part of 
the neck, the breaft, the - top of the belly,, and 
,in a word, almoft all that was red in - the male,: 

' i« vinous afl^-cplour in the female,^- and iome- 
times even the, abdomen : nor has it the fipe 
glofly changing black that occurs o.n the .head

- * Hence the name of Monk, or Pope, which tjiia bird has in
many languages, a^^that of ^fveWi^'lit by the peopl*^"
is Scotland. T. ' ‘ * » , ;

and
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and other parts of the male. I have feen a fe
male however, which had the laft of the wing* 
t^uills edged with red, arid which had no white 
on-the'outennoft of thofe of the tail. Lir^r^seua 
add^,. that the tip of the tongue is divided into 
fmall filaments ; but I have always found it , quite 

- entire • in the male, and fliaped like a very fliort 
tooth-pick. ' “ .

In man;y y^oung Bulfinches which I have 
O^fei^’ved about the end of June, the fore-head 
was light rufous, the fore-part of the neck and“’ 
breaft 'rufty-brown ; the belly and the inferior 
coverts of the tail fulvous, which extends and 
grows more dilute on the fid^; the under-part 
of the body, .more or lefs dufky j the white 
ray over • the wing deeply tinged with rufty ; 
the rump white of different Hiades.-—But it is ob
vious that confiderable diyerfities will occur.

Total ■ length fix inch^^; the bill five lines, 
thick and -'forked j -Ki^amer remarks, that the 

> t^v’o mandib^^is. are moveable, as in the 'Finches 
and Bunting'S; the alar extent, nine inches and 
one-foul^l^tl; the tail two inches and on^^third, 
fomewhat forked, (but not always in the fenjales,} 
confifting of twelve quil^^; the outer-toe joined 
by its firft p>ha^l^a^nX' to the mid^.tr^^; the hind-naij 
%^^gcr' and more hooked than the reft.

The • dii^et^^Tions of the female when diflle^ed 
Were as followjs^—inteftinal tube eighteen inches; 
veftiges of a ; the afophagui two inches - 

yoj.. IV. ' X and
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and a half, dilated like a bag, with a proje<ding 
edge next the gizzard, which is mufcular, con
taining many fmall pebbles, and even 'two or 
three fmall yellowfeeds quite entire, tliough the 
birds 'had remained two days and a, haljf in the 
cage without eating ; the duller of the Qvariunt, 
of an ordinary fize, and ' the fmall eggs ne^:rly 
equ£^l; the ovi-du£l fpread, ‘and above three 
inches in .length j the trachea formed a fort 
of knot of a- confiderable thicknefs, where it 
forked, j

VAR^I^EI^IES. of the BULFINCH.

‘ Sir Robert Sibbald has only a fingle line ori 
the Bulfindi,^' and fays, that there are feveral 
kinds of it in Scotl^i^d: thefe are probably only 
the 'varieties which we fliall now defcribe.

Frifch tells that the Bulfinches -be di
vided into three different lizejsthe Marquis ^de 

»l^ii^Ienc was acquainted with two diftinguiihed' 
by their bullc^*: and others pretend that thofe of 
h^i^-vernois are ' fmaller than' thofe of Ficai^dyr- 

•Lottingef azures us, that the Bulfinch of the 
mountains exceeds that of the plain; and ihisi ' . • . ' * '1 ;

• The adds-M. de Piolenc, is of the fize of.l^he Chaf^
Unch, its body isj^^nger, its breath of a brighter red; and it feems - 
wi^i^eh "than the or'di^ry Bulfinch. . , ' '
' ^ccoi^^nts

    
 



VARIETIES; OF THE BULFINCH. 307
'accounts, for the diverfity of bulk:,, being v.ati-i 
oufly modified by local fituation. But thefe are 
too ^numerous to. be feparately tr^eated : and I 
ftiall here'take notice only of the varieties. pf • 
plumage.

J. The W.HITE Buljit^^i^, Schwenckf 
feld_ fpeaks pf a VYhite JBul^nch that was caught 
near the.,,yi.llage of Frifchbaph in, Silefia, and 
which hadpnly, fi,n^e bkck feathers, on, the back.

' This fa£l is confirmed by Delifle : There.arfi
in this canton, Bei^ebtw' in Siberia,) fays
tUat eiicellent aft;;onm^<2r, ..VZhite Buif^nches, 
whpfe back fomevvhat blackifh, and gray in 
fumrnen': . Jthefe 'birds have a delicate pleafan J 
fong, tnuch fuperior t'o.i^hat of European 
Bulfinches.” ' It is prohabl<^'l^l^i^t^,'^^^ie’northerri

(C
«(
t(
((
(C 
«
climate bas .inuch contributed to this change of 
plumage. ;

II. The’Black BvlfinchT* Under this, 
aenoininati^on^,, .I include not only-thofe'which 

-afe. entirely, or almo^ black, • but aiib thofe which 
have . perceptibly 'hegun.' to . al^ume that com^. 
plexion .;~-fuch. vSas what .1 ,faw ' af B>aron,' 
G^oula’s . J’ its; throat-and .Trump were blacky the 
inferior coverts qf its tail, its' Iqw'c'r belly,, .an‘d 
the top ' of . its breafl;, yariegated, with rufous 
wine-colour and black, and nP white .fpots ap- 
' r . |U. '1 J ’

var;
.var. i. L^nt^v •

' X 2 peared

I

    
 



VARIETIES' OF THE BUEFINGH.

pe.ared upon the laft quill of ,lhe taiU Thofe 
mentioned, by Anderfon and Saleme were en-^. 
tirely of a jet black ; that, ^'.Reaumur noticed 
by Brillbin* was blabk ever 'the whole body. I 
hav^^ obferved .one which aflut^ed^ a, fine, . gloi^y 
black after' ’the firft moulting, but which ftill re
tained 'a little red on each fide of tfie neck, and 
a little gray behind the neck, and on the fmall' 
fupenor coverts, of' the' wings ; its legs were 
fleih-colpured, and the infide of its bill red ; 
that of Albin had fonae red feathers undeir- 
the be.Hy j’ the five hrft' quills the wing edged 
with white j the iris white, and the legs flelh- 
ooloured*. Albin .remarks that this bird.was e^- 
ceed^ngl^;y gentle, like all ,ih^ Bulfinches. , .It , 
often happens that this robe of^ black difappears 
in moulting, and ' gives’ pla^^'to ' the'^aihral 
colours ' .but’.often it renew^s-eaefi time, . and Ver' 
mains for feveral .years —fuch. was the cafe, 
with Reaumur’s. ’ This would imj)ly that the 
change of -’,^oll^’ur ..,i's.not the effe^ii difeafe, ,

III. The JS'REAT.'^I^ACK ,AfRK^R^N' B ub* 

*F[NC^i^*f. Though this bird is a native of .a 
diftant country, and exceeds the fize of ,the 
,European Bulfinch, .I am ftill ■ inclined to regard

" . I
• Mr.' White, in his Natural Hillory of Selburne, relates alfo 

an inftance of a cock Bulfinch turning di^^y, and afterwards 
blaclt. , ■ ' ■ '

+ Panhiv/orat Linn, and Gmcl.
Pyrrhula Africana Nigra^t BriiL 
Ti^e White--winged Crojbeak, Lath.

it
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VARIETIES -OF THE BUItFINCH. 309
It as analogoHs'to the variet;y which I have de- 
Tcril^ed hy the narae of the Black 'Bulfinch, an'd 
to fuipe£t* that the bur^ning; climate of Afri^ra 
communicates a black hUe to' the pluf\age, a§ 
ihe hold of Siberia ' introduces _ a Cnowy- Whlt'c^.- 
It is entirely/black^e^ict^i^jpt a V^iry- fr^i^ll’white 
fpot oil ' the great coVerts 'of the win^ ; and^ alfo 
the ^ill is* gray; an<^C'the legs aCla-roioui^<^d* ’ It 
wras''brbi^jglit^^ aIiVe‘^^<5 Paris from the coafts of

^Cota^ ^engtfIl,^■Ce^^;9^^^*^n,clleS and one-fou^r’h/; 
the. bill fixUlnes^Ahe^alar ejrten't four i’nchhs and 
on*e-wUrth; ^hc tail■tw'‘(i’in’diies'And a hahf^ c‘oh- 
fiftirtj  ̂Wttv^<ilV; qhillL eknd e^qeediftgj’i^li^^^ W’liigs ' 

. eigl^t^c^«;t?imeesj; fA] ■

’JAf..Specific chai^i^£le5^^p£ the Btjlfipqhj,
Its joints are black, tnec^overts^ of the tail, ana ofthe hind quills 

’*‘bf its'winj^ white’.** ~ThuS deifciri^(5& hy Br^KToti ? « Alic>V<; Ci- 
nirrl^c^^ss',l bediW , r^^,Wine^^erneft^o^U’s^ t (Ftn/rnkJ.".*: ithb 

V top of i|s he^d qf a ihirninjs black; its ,rump and lqwe:r-beily: 
white" ; its ^iO^^j-qu'ills- viol'^^-blai^lk, the lateral ones' b^ackifb- 

** cinereous within^ thV’oWierthoft o^bbth fid'^is'marked interiorly 
with a whitiih fp^t:.”’ In England the Bulfinch breads in the 

end of/May roit ' ithie; btgi^^og pf ‘ June e it is '.betnicious, tb lou^ 
- gardc^r^Ss, . '

■^’5
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foreign . BIRDS,
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE 'BULFINCH,

*

I.

The ORANGE GROSBEAK, -Lath.

Le Bot^^^eret, Buff. 
Lo:^i^ia A^t^e^iaita, Gmel.

T CLASS together two birds, the one froija the 
Ifle of Bourbon, and the other from the 

Cape of Goc)d Hope : they refemble each other 
fo clofely, that they muft belong to the . fame 
fpe^^esj and there is, befides, an intercourfe be" 
tween thefe two places. ,

Black, and bright orange, are the pi^evailing 
colours in this i. which I conceive to
be the .male : the orange is fpread on the throat, 
the neck, and on all the body, without excep
tion; black occupies the head, the tail, and 

' the wings ; but the wing-quills are bordered 
xyith* orange, and fome 'of them tipi with 
w^liiie. '« • , 

, . In the female, all the head, the throat; and 
the fore-'^art of the neck, are covered with . a

■ 3 ' , fort
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fort of .black cowl j the under-part of the body 
is whit^<2; ' the upper-part orange, not fo bright 
as in the male, but fpreads diluting on the quills 
of the taii; the, quills of the wings are' delK 
cateiy edged with light-gray, almoft white: 
in both, the bill.and legs are.i^eddiih. -

Total length about four inches and.a hal.f j the 
bill fomewhat lefs than four li:n^3 s llie alar ex
tent near feven inch'^ij; the tail twenty lines, 

, qonfifting of twelve quills j it exceeds the wings 
about fifteen lines. [Ai]^

[A] Specific charafler of the Luxia A^i^iantia ; —K i[ t "s fulFOi^i!; 
its cap, wings, and tail blat^Ic.” . ‘ '

II,

The WHIT^E-BILLED GROSBEAK, -jLaS

Le B^^uvreuil, a Bec Blanc, Buflf.
'Lu^ia Torrida, Gmel. “

This is the only 'bird of Guiana that Soniili* 
Admits t^b be a tr^u^e' Bulfinch. Its bill, in the 
•^iried fpecimen, is horn-colour ; but we are af- 
Tur'ed that it'is white in tli,d living fubje^: 
throatj -the fore-part of, the neck, and all the- 
\)^]^^]^--part ^^f’th'e bdd;y, ' not excepting t,lie 
.wings and the tail^^. are .black ; on the wings 'is 
a ' fmall ..w^liie Ipot, 'wliich ' often lies: concealed 
, X ■ 4 . - under
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under the great the breaft -and belly ai<
deep chefhut, '' •' '
' This bird is of- the iize of oiir Bulfinch ; its 

.total length four, ifiche's arid three-JOurths, and' 
its tail exceeds the’ 'wings by alnnoff;-its whole 
length. [A]
-J,. , 1 . -■ /i .i » •> .' „. I I . '

[A] .Specific ch!^i^ia!ler off the Lixia Jti^s blaifk,
■■‘’Tits breaft and Wl/ chefniiti** '

1 
III.

‘ The LINEATED
f i 'A I

l>) Bot^eroa . B uff.
Loxia Lineola, and Qmely -
Pyrrhuih '^Aricea^ta Hgg^ic tmi^or, Bi-ift* 

. t , . > ^«o 1.“'^ V! 1 . 'T

T^^^s; bif^^,' feemjj. to i^jfo.rnij the lhade ; between 
the European Bulfinches ^)d the • Round-bills of 
A^mei^i^ca, It is, not ilai^g^t^riJtban- tt^^ Twite; a 
fine blac^j.changing int<p.gt^l^^enn'is^ ppei^j^d over 
the head,, the, thrpat, and^all the ppper-paj^l^, pf 
the bod;jt, including the coverts and • quills* pf,the 
taif^nji-of.the wings, o;;^more prbpp^J^^y fpeak^;- 
ing on what appears of the^fe; for the .infidet.ip 
either not black, or is black of a different kind: 
.there • is aUb* a.’vety ’fmall white fpot dn each- 
wing, and three fpots of the, farnp colour, but 
larger, the ope on the top the head, and tht;

f ConUii£lec^ JTor Bou’yreuiLBtt-ronJ, (^Bul^finch-Roui^^-bill^.)

two
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two ether below the eyes. All the under-part 
of the body is white ; the feathers of the belly 
and the inferior coverts of. the, tail are frizzled 
in fome fubjedts, for we may reckon the Frizzled 
Bulfinch of Brazil as ■ belonging to this fpecie^s^^ 
fmce the foie difference confifts in the. contexture 
of the plumage, . which is fuperf^ciaa^ and fluc
tuating. It is probable that Frizzled-Bulfinc^ies 
are cock-^t>irVs, Nature feeming in general to 
diftinguifh the males "l^^rd^rength and bea^i^^y. 
But how, it would be afked, is the malle'found 
in Brazil, and the female in Afr^ica ? I anfwer, 
I. That the native clim^^(^:^-o^ f«^fs
through different hands is very uncertain. 2. If 
thefe were brought aliye td T^j^irid, they might 
alfo have been carried B(^rn.;,$outh America 
to Aifr^ica. Any perfon who will draw the
comparifon between fhefe'twP 'birds,'will ■ readily 
admit one of the two fue^{r>iitidns’, ' father thaii. 
refer 'them'to two'different fpecids.' ' '

Total 'length ' four inches and one-third ; the 
bill fotir ■ lines th^'al£^t' ‘exter^t:‘feven inches arid 
a halfj the f’aii’iv^diity-^rhe ' liries, confifting ‘of 
twelve > quills, arid' e■xrreding' the wings ab^i^^t, 
an inch. [A]

[A] Specific charafter of the ^L^^oj^ta^LineoU .'r;-“ It is blai^lc; 
the frontel' line, and temples white.”' ' '

I ■ •

IV. The
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IV.
The MINUTE GROSBE.AK, Lath.

Le Bec-Rmid a VetT^-e Roux, BufF. 
La:^ia Minuta, Linn. and-Gmel.

■ ^he Gray Loxia, Bancr. Guian.

A^aierica produces alfo Round-bills, which, 
' ■bhogjh analogous to the Bulfinches, are ^ill fo 

diifei'eht. as to merit a. diftindt denomination.
The prefent continues the w^liole year -paired 

with its female. It is lively and tame, living 
pear dwellings, and haunting grounds which 
Jij^'vi been under cultivation, but lately aban- 

, doned. It feeds upon grain and fruii^is; ..£^nd, 
hopping about, it emits . a cry much like that of - 

■•••the; Sparrow, but /l^iller. Jt forms with a cer;-' 
t^ain reddiih herb a fmall round- neft ’ of about 
two inches -diameter within, and places it in the 
fame'fhrub that furriiflies its fub^.f^<2nc<^.'' . The 
fe^male lays three or four eggs.

The upper-part o-f the head, . the neck, and 
the back, are brown-gray ; the coverts of the 
t^’mgs, their quills" and thofe of the -tail, are of 
the fame colodr nearly, and bordered with -white, 

t or light chelTm^t; the -throat, . the fore-part -of the 
neck) the - undl^l^-p^li^. of the body, the inferior 
ooverts -of the tail, and the rump, deep chefnut;

■ the bill and legs brown. .
In fdme fubjeQs the throat is of the fame 

brown gray as the upper-part of the head. {A]
■ t^A] S]:^e^cifi.c charadter of the Loxia MintUtt:—“ It is gray ; its 
“ rump, and the under-ftde of its body, ferruginous; the foui-, five,

or fix! -Wingjquills, -white on both fides at their bafe $ its -tail eh- 
»f tire.” ' .

■ ' Th|
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. . V.
The BLUE TGR^SBEAKL.
Lt Bec-Rond, ou Bowvri^tul-^Beeii BuiF.

• Loxia CaeruUa, Litin. and Gmel.
Pj^ir^h^ala Carolinen/ts C^rr^/w, Br^fl. and Kdein. ■

Bi-iffon mentions iwo American blue Bul- 
finches, of which he makes two feparate fpecies 
t)ut as they are both fiatives of the fame climate, 
are of 'the fame lize, of the fame fhape nearly, 
and, except the wings, tail, and bill, are of the 
fame blue coll^i^r; I lhall coniider them as form
ing one fmgle fpecies, and regard the x^ifferences 
as refulting from the influence of climate.'

In both of them the'prevailing colour is deep 
hlue. The one from South America has a fmall 
black ipot between the bill and the eye.; the 
■quiils of the tail, thofe of ' the wings, and . the 
'great coverts of thefe, are edged with blue ; the 
bill is blackiih, and the legs -^ray. , , ,

That of North ' America has. at, the bafe of 
, its bill a black circular, zone, which extendii^ng. 
forms 'a j^^iiCtion betweed the eyei5; the quills ■ 
of the tail and thofe the wings, and their 
great coverts, brown, tinged vidth green-; their* 
middle coverts red, forming a tranfverfe bar of 
the fame co^l^i^r; the bill brown, and the legs 
black. The plumage of the female is uniform, 
and a deep brown, intermixed with a little 
blue. ■ ’ • ” '

Wi^th refp^<d to the habits and o^t^cot^om^ of 
thefe birds, we can. make no comparifonj fince.

we

    
 



2i6 foreign birds which are .

we are unacquainted with thofe of the firO. 
Cateihy informs u% in regard to the one from 
Carolina, that it is very folitary and raire; that 
it continues paired with its female, and never
appears in flocl^^s; that it never winters in Caro
lina ; that its fong is monotonous, and confifts of 

. a repetition of the fame note. In all thefe proper
ties the analogy to our Bulfinch is,marked. [A]

[A] Specific charafter of the Ca^rulea ^iiisco£^i^id^ean;
.. iti wingi duf^;y, with a purple bar at tho bafe.”

• 1

-VI.
The BLACK GROSBEAK.
La Bouvreuil ou Bec-Rond Notre IS Blanc, BufF,
Loxia Niigra, Linn, Gmel. and Klein. 
Pynhula Mexicana Ni^^-a, Briff. 
7he Little Black Bulfinch, Catef. Alb. and Bancr.

As we have neither feen this bird, nor the 
dried ipecimen, we cannot decide whether it is. 
a Bulfinch or a Round-bill. It has a little white 
on the anterior edge, and on the bdfe of the two 
firft quills of the wing ; all the r6ft of the plu
mage is qiiite black, and even the bill and th<e^ 
legs ; the upper mandible has a confiderable 
fcallbping on each fide.

This bird is a native of Mexico. It is neai:Iy 
of the fize of the Canary- Finch ; total length 
five inches and one fourth ; the bill five lines ; 
the tail two inches, and exceeding the wings 
one inch. [A]

[A] Specific charafter of the Loxia Ni^ra: —It ii black, with 
*• a white fpot on the' and at the bafe of the two exterior

wioe-qu^isi”
V^II, The
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VIL
'T^he PURPLE FINCKS.

Ze ou Bec-Rond Violet dt la Carolina, BuiF.
Fringilla ■ Purpurtif >
Pyrrhula Carolinenjti Purpurea,, BriiT, ■

i ’ • ’ , . V *
This bird is entirely of a diill’ violet, except, 

the bell^, which is white ; ' the fuperior COyerts 
of'the wings where the violet is • ilightl^ mixed 
with brown, and the quills of the tail and of 
the wings which are parted by blue and brown, ■ 
the former in the diredion of their breadth, and 
the latter in 'liluat of their length. ' '

The female is uniforrnly brown, only its'bi^ealtr 
is fpotted, as in the Red-pbll. ' -,

Thefe birds appear in the. end of Novemb^, 
and retire- be^fore the • winter • in fmall bodies. ■ 
TKe^ live upon, j’^^iper-^ber^r^ies, and Jike • oury 
Bulfinches,.(^<^fti^<^jy’the .buds ofr the fruit-t^i^ees,. 
TLey are.nearly of. the fize of the Chaffinch.

Tot^l ,length five inches • and two-^^hir^ds j. the:* 
bill five lines ; the tail two inches,. fomewhat 
forked, cqnfii^ing of twelve quills, and proj<^<d— 
ing ieven or eight lines beyond •the wings.
‘ [A]. Specific'chiW^i^iSterof the Fridgilla Purpurea :—* It is oUv*;

«its -belty wHtifti ; its,w^ng-quil]^s duifcy within,’' .JEt appears n.' 
Carolina in Novemb^ir,-and feeds upon juniper-berries. , _

M '

VnL The'
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yrifi.

The PURPLE 'GRGSBEA^K^.

Le Boi^'vreuil'o^u Bec-Bond a Gt^r^jge
£S Soui-cils Rouge, BufF. .

. Loxia Vi^Oi^t^ea, L’inn. and Gmel. 
Pyrrhula Ba^hamenjis Vi^ol^t^ea, Briff. 
Coccothraujles Purpurea, ISlein. ', .

, Pajfer Niger PunBis Croceis, Ray, and Slnane.

This has ftlll more of the violet than the pre*, 
ceding, for the quills of the wings and tail are 
alfo of that colour j but it is principally diftin-, 
guilhed • by its red throat,' and -its bea^tJiful^^ red 
eye-brows painted on the-v_^^olet ground ;• the 
inferior coverts^, of its tail are’ alfo and-its 
bill and legs are gray.

The. female has the fame red fpots as the 
male, but the ground colour of • its plumage is 

, Jjrown. ,
Thefe birds are found in' the Bahama Iflands- 

They are nea:rly as large as a Houfe-fparrow.
Total length five inches and two-thirds j the, 

bill five or fix lines ; the tail two inches and 'a 
half, and projedls thirteen or fourteen lines be* 
yond the wings. [A] ‘

[A] Specific charafter nf th(^-I^^xia ^^i^^iBcea r—“ li i» vinli^t;
• ** iis eye-brows, iis ihroai, and iis vent, li inhabits ihfi
Bahama Iflands, and feeds upon ihe berries of ihe Amj^iris Toxifer^t^,. 
a iree from whofe irunl; a black poifonous juice exudes. '

' • M

IX. Tb<^-
t
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IX.
The BLACK-^C^R^ESI^ED GROSBEAK.

La Huippe l^oire, BufF.
' Lo^i^ Cotr^^ta, Gii^cl. .

Pyrrhula Amt^ricana Crijlata, BrifT.

The plumage of this bird is painted with the 
richeft colours ; the head black, bearing, a crefb 
of the fame j the bill white ; all the upper-part 
of the brilliant red ; 'the undei^-part fine- 
bliie;-there is a black fpot before the .neck. 
This j^r^lt^i^lies the • alTertion of. Seba, that it is in
ferior in beauty to none oE the • finging birds. 
We may. thence infer that it has fome fort of 
warble. It is found in A^mer^ica.

Briiibn^ reckons it much larger than dur Bul
finch.. The meafures were taken from a •figures, 
whofe accuvac^y is not well afcertained.— Total, 
length fix inchi^{5; the tail eighteen lines and 
more, and projedling about  ̂fix lines beyond the 
wings. [A] .

[.iji] Specific charafler of the Loxia Coronata It is fcarlet ;
*' bdloW co^rulean j th^cref^ on 'it* head, , and 'the middle fpot ott 
“ its ' throat, blade.’* '

4
• 'M

The

    
 



320* FOREIGN BIRE^S^, er.

The HAMBURG^H^*

. L'H^emlo^^rtuXf Buff'.
Pyrrhula Hambutrgenjis, BnH

Though this pretended Bulfinch is a native of 
Europe, I place it after thofe pi* Air^i^ca and. Ame
rica, becaufe its habits are diflimilar. It creeps 
upwards and downwards along the branches of 
trees like the Titmice ; feeds upon horn-beetles, 
and other infers ; and has a tapered tail.

The upper-part of-its head and neck is reddifh 
brown, tinged with purp^<2; its throat brown 5 it 
bias a broad collar likewife brown upon a white 
ground ; the bread is yellowiih brown, fprinkled 

' with black longifli 'fpol^ts; the belly, and the in
ferior coverts of the tail, white ; the back,, the 
I^oulders, and all the uppei^-part of the body, 
like the bread j there are two whit^ fpots upon 
each wing ; the quills of the wings are light • 
brown and yellowiih ; thofe of the tail, obfcure 
brown above, but white- below the iris yellow, 
and the bill black.

It is rather larger than the .Houfe-fparrow^.'— 
It is found near the city of Hajnburgh.

Total length f^ve inches and - three-foui^l^l^js; 
the bill fix lines '; the tail twent;^-one, lines, 
fomewhat tapered, and extends almod its whole 
length beyond the wings.

The
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The COL Y,
■ he Co/ou, BuiF.

Tt appears to us that this bird ihould be. ranged
. between the genus of the Wic^c^wr and of the.
Bulfinch. Like the former, it has two long feathers 
in the middle of ■ its tail . j and the latte'r it refem- 
bics by the form.of its bill, which would be ex- 

.^hat of the Biilfinchi were the lower man
dible convex as the upper. But the tail df.th^» 
Cofy differs from that of the Widow, becaufe it

• confifts of tapered feathers, of which the two 
laft projedl only three or four inches beyond 
the reft ; whereas ■ the Widow-bird.,’ befides the 
true tail, which is a bundle of feathers of equal 

. lengths attached to the rump, has appendices 
that in the different fpecies of this genus con
tains two, four, and even fix or eight feathers, 
extending to double or triple the length ' of the 
true tail. In the Widow-bii^ds too the webs of 
the projeding feathers are ■ equal on both Udes, 
and pretty long, and taper, imperceptibly from 
the origin to the extremity, except in the Domi
nican and Shaft-i^ailed kinds j the former hav
ing its webs very ihprt, and quickly contri^ifling 
towards the tips j the latter alfo very I^ort, but . 
which uniformly lengthen jnd expand at the 

. tips. In all the Colies, the feathers of the -tail, 
whether’thofe which prope^^ly belong to it, or 
thofe which project from it, have vanes that

. VOL, IV. Y . conti*
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diminifh from the infertion to the 
. Thus the . real affinity between the 

tail of the Wd^c^w^b’rids, .arid that of the Colies, 
confifts in its length j and this analogy is the 

;clofeft in the. cafe of thq Dominican Widow.
M. .Mauduit has made ,two important. obfer- 

vations on t^his fubje£t., The firf^ .is, that th.e 
long tails, the'appendices, . and other, ornaments 
of certain birds, arp ^^ot peculiar additions, but 
qnly the greater extenfion of Jtie parts common 
to all the.feathered tribes. Thus long tails .cpn* 
fift in the augmented growth of the quills of the 
tail ; and crefts are deriyed from the enlargement 
of the feathers on the head. The muftachoes of 
the Paradife bird appear to be only the produc
tton of the /lender narrow plumules, which in 
jail bjrds cover 'the meatus auditorius CKternusi"^, 
The exuberant growth of the^^:xillai:y feathers' 
give rife to the Jong floating feathers which ffioot 
from under the wings in the.Common Paradife, 
and of thofe which prefent the double wings in 
the King Paradife. .When thefe feathers lie flat, 
they ftretch towar^ds the tail ; but when they are ' 
difplay^e^d they make angles with the axis of the 
body. They differ from all other feathers, as 
their webs are equal on both fides of the flhaltt. 
They refemblc oars, and may ferye to 'dire<3t the 

'bird’s motion. And thus all the orn’amei^i^!3''^lf 
plumage are .derived from the' mere ’ exuberance 
pr prqdu(dion of parts ufually lefs apparerit.—

# i. e. The external aperture.of t^e'ear. ‘ ’
The
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The fec(^i^d'-obfervation oif M. Manduit- is, that 
thele'decoi^atioits are rare- in the t?old and 

climates in both hemifpheres, but are prelrt:^ 
‘in the hot countries, e-fp<^(^ii^ll)y-in the 

■ old continent. Sca'rce any lohg-tailed birds-tire 
found in Europe, except-.the Phesifaitl^/ the Cock, 
Which alfo is often creftedi-aIid ■hai. long floating-' 
■Ift^athers on-fhe ■fide.s-', the Magpie, /nd the'Io.ng- . - 
-dialled Titmonfe ;‘ 'ahd we -have hardly any '(^c-efl:- ■ 
ed -birds bht the Eared -Owls, the Lapwiiig' the 
iCr-efted -Lark, afid' /le Crefted' TiiLn^'oufe. Sonie / 
Xi’-j^a^t^i'-birds indee^dj fuch as the’ Duck^s' and He— 
rons.,-have frequently long tail;s, -or OI^t^^^ti^<^n'ts 
compofed bf pli!^mes, aiid feathers’'flc^^ll’m•g
XHi the, rmnp.'-jThefe are all the birds- which 
•tie ■frigid and temperaleJtones afford, decorated 
wilh-IuxUrian^ ‘̂--^jf plumage. But 'in the torrid 
regions, efpecialt^y lho^e’'of the old - cominent, 
the grealeft number of -birds are robed, with fuch^^ 
(rich attire : we might infl^ance the ‘Colies, the 
Paradife birds, the K^S^k^atoes, the Widows, the 
Crowned Pigeons, the Hoopoes, the Peacocks, 
which are all natives of the hot climates of 
Afia, &c. ‘ '

The Colies belong to the ancient cOnlinent, 
and ' are found in the warm parts of Afta /nd 
Africa, but neyer in (America or Europe. '

We -are but imp^i^fetdly acquaimed with four 
%.ecies or varieties, of 'which we can here give 
jnl'y‘ the defcriptions j for their habits' and in- 
dineis are unknown,

♦ y 2 t. The
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I. 7hd! Coly^ of the Ca^pe of G(^(^d Ho^^e’'', whicih 
,we have defcribed frpm a fpecimen in the king’s 
.cabinet. We cannot • decide whether it is a male 
or a female.. The body is entirely .cinereous, 
pure on the back and rump, and mixed • on the 
head ; the throat and neck have a light lilac tint, 
which deepens •on the br^^lfl:j the belly is dir^^ 
white ; the quills of the tail are • cinereous, but 
the two lateral ones on each fide are edged 
exteriorly with w'liite j the two intermediate 
qiulls meafure fix inches aijji nine lines ; thofe 
on the fides diminif^ gradually in length ; the 
legs are gray, and the nails blackifli j the bill 
is ^ray at its bafe, and blackiih at its extre
mity. The length of the bird, including • the 
long quills of the tail, is ten inches and three 

^lines : ' fo that the I’eal l^ze of the bo^y exceeds 
hot three inche§ and a half,—ft is found at the 

'Cape of Good Hope. [A] '
[A] Specific charaiiler :—“ The outmoft wing-quills white cx- 
ternally ; the body cinereous ; below whitlf^ ” '

- I

,.2. The C^ejled Coly Sejiegal f refembles the
preceding, and may be regarded as a variety pf 
that fpccies, thougli.it differs in point of fi^e, 
being two inches longer. It has a fort of crefl 

, formed by proje^ing feathers on the head, and
Colins Capcxfis, Gmel. 
Loxia 'Capinf^s, L^i^nn. 
T^ht Cape Coly, I^ath. 

Coliui Scnegsdenfis, Gmcl." 
The'.St^s^^i^egal Coly, 'Lath.

. which
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which is of the fame complexion as the refl of . 
the there is a well-defined bar of fine;

Ji^k^-blue Jjel^i'nd the head, at 'the Oigin,of the 
neck ; the tail tapers front its bafe to its extre
mity ; the bill is > not entirely black j the upper 
mandible is white'from its bafe to two-thirds of ’ 
its length, and its end is black.—'Thefe diff^i^- 
ences.^' though confiderable, do- not allow us'to 
decide .whether this bird be a difife:^(^i^t;'I^^(^!ies, 
or onl^y - a variety of the preceding, [A]

[A] Specific char^^iSer ;—*• wiiA pale gray ■ and wine-
*{ ijol^i^rj the. tail bjuiih ; the head cre^^t^^^* j - j

, 3. Another fpecies or.. variety' fatber '^a^i^g^e^i:,
than the faft is tlie -Radiated whicti,we
have feen in Mauduit's cabinet. ilt is thirteen 
iriches iong, 'including the long' quills of the tail, 
whi^ch, are only eight inches and _a half, and ex
ceed the v'ings by feyen inches and a nal:^ ; the 
bill' is nine lines, black above, and whitiih below.

' It is called Radtated Coly\ becaufe all the up
per-part of the bod^ is radiated firft under the 
throat-with bv^tvn- bars -on'a rufty gray ground, 
hr^.d-under the belly - wit^'bars likewife brown 
on a rufous ground j the uppe^-part of the bod^ 
'isinot radiated, is of a dirty gray, variegated ' 

2 flightly with lilac, which becomes more reddifli 
op the rump and. tail, which is green, and ex* 
aftUy fimilar to that of the iother Colies,

Calius Striatui, Gi^el. 
Tbt ^^(uilaitd Ci^lji Lath.

' . Y3 Map-
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, Mauduit, to whom vre owe our knowledge 
of this bird, thinks that it is a native of the 
coujitries near the Cape of Good Hope, becaufe 
it was brought from the Cape, with feveral 
other birds that certainly belong to that part of 
Air^^ca. [A] . ’

[A] Specific chai^i^iSer ; — “ Gray ; belly rufous, painted witjy
black tranfverfe ^ipes ; tail green.” ,

' 4. Chl^y of the of 10.anPaan> We
ifiall extract the a^^ount of it fr^om Sontierat’s 

, Vc^^age to New Guinea. ,
“ It is of the fize of the European Gl^c^ibeak ; 

/the head, the neck, the back, the wings, and the 
tail, are al^-gray, wdth a yellow tinge ; the breaft 
is of the fame colour, croffed with blackifli rays ; 
the lower-part of the belly, and the upper-part 
of the neck are rufty ; the wings extend a little 
beyond the origin of the 'tail, which is extremely 
long, confifting of twelve • unequal quills ; the 
two firft are very ihort ; the two following on 
each fide are longer, and thus in the fucceffivc 
pairs till the two laft, which exceed all the reft ; 
the fourth and f^^fth pairs differ little from each 
other, in regard to length ; the bill is black ; the 
legs are pale fleih colour ; the feathers thal^‘ co
yer the head are nan^o^w^j and pretty long, and 
form a creft, which the bird can raife or deprefs 
at pleafure.’’ [BJ

[B] Specific charafter " Cinereops, tiuged with yel^low ; ■ b«^- ,
* low rufous ; breaft Griped with black ; head crel^eid.”

* Coitus ''PanayenJiS, Gtnei. 
The P^^^an>^^Col^, Lath.
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The MANAKLINS.
Pipi^ie, Linn.

These birds are /mall and handfoi^e; the 
largeft are not equal in fize to a Sparrow, 

and the others are inferior to that of the Wr^e^n.. 
The general chara£:ers are thefe : the bill is ihort, 
ftrait, and compr^efl'ed on the Tudes near the tip ; 
the upper-mandible is convex above, and ilightly 
Tciillopped on the edges, rather longer than th^ 
loX^ecrim^i^dihle, which is plain and ftraight, 

In all thefe birds, the tail is ihort and fquarer 
cut, and the toes have the fame difpofition as 
the Cock of the Rock, the Tody, and the Calao, 
viz. • the mid-toe is clofe:^;y connedted to the 
outer-toe by a membrane, as far as the third 
joint, and the inner-toe as far as the firft joint • 
only. But as much as in that circumltance they 
referable the Cock of •the Rock, To much are 
they removed from the Cotngas : yet, fome;. 
authors have ranged the Manakins with the 
Cot^i^n^^as*;• others have joined them with the 
Sparr^r^ovs'f, with t}ie Titmice}:,. with the Lin
nets §, with theTanagres [, and with the Wren^ j

I. * * »

* Edwards. t Klein. ' 4 Linnaus. § Klein.
II Marcgrave, Wiilughby, Jqhn^t^ij, Salerne, &c, '

■ Gerini. ' ' "

e 4 other
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Ol^isr nomenclators are more culpable for^leno- 
rainating. them or for clafling them tp-
gether.with the Goc^l^-oJT the Rocik*, to which 
they, bear no analogs, except in t^his difpofition 
ofi.the toes and in the fquare ihape of the tail : 
foi^j,'befides the total difproportion in fize,the Gock 
of the Rock' being as large, compa:re'd.with the 
]^anakins, .as .the common hen contraf^e^d witb a 
^^j^.^i^:row, there are many other obvious^cha^r^a^c-r 
•ters which diftinguifh • them : .their bill is much 
JliOT't^r in propor^tic^Uy they are generally not , 
creh^ed^' and in thofe • whicR haVe la crelfl^f'it is 
not double, as- in the Gock of the Rocfc,''bUt 

^^or’med by fingle feathers,.fomewhat longer than > 
the re'ft. AVe -Oi^ught therefore to remove.'fr^c^M 

"lie. Manakins, • nol^- onl^ the Horn-^^ll^,''but the 
Gock of. the;Rc^ck,/and reckon? them an inde
pendent .genus. ' . i
- «ri^<^.,;uaturali, .habits common. to them all were 
hot knowri, and the obferv^a^ttic^i^i^' which h^ve 
been.made.are ftill infufhcient to admit, an ex^^ 
detail. We ihall onl^. relate the remarks 'eoni-r , 
jn^t^^icatedtto usby Spn^n^,o:f Ma^n^cncpui.r, who-

■ faw many- ,ithefe,birds' i^n^^heir native .(climates.
The.y.iI^habit. the imm.enfe forefts in the,;^arm 
parts ^^^. .A^merica, .jand never emerge frpm their ’ 
^^c^c^lTeSsfi^j'yiCit jhe/llear^ed grpunds or-the vici-r 
/’rny. of-the plantations. Theybjf^y.iWith cory' 
fiderable fwiftnefs. but always at a fpialHieight,

*
• Briflbn. •

and

    
 



TkE TMAN AK’INS. 319
and fhort diftances j they nev^^jr p'eirch on the 
Summits of trees, but on the middle brancJ^i^jjj 
they feed ppon fmall ivild fruitj^^;.. and alfo eat 
infeds. They generaiH'y occur in fmall bodies 

• of eighth, or ten of the fame fpecies, and fome- 
tiraes intermingled with'other flocks of-the -fam^ , 
genus, or - even cf a different genus, fuch as* thd 
Cayenne War^blers, &c.. it is commonly'in the 
morning' that they are found thus- afT^tnl^ledi 
dnd then feem. to be joyousi' and w^ai^ble”theif 
delicate: little nol^es^'; the fi^elt^nefs th^‘air
feems'to-.'infpire the - fong; fdr theynar^<^- filent 
during'the burning heat of the day, and difperfe ' 
and retire to the* fhade of the thick^t^^' parts of 
thc:^:)reli^<''3^hi& habit is.obfei^^v^f^id'indced in man’^' 
ki^^d of bird^, and even id thofe -of the^? w^oods 6f 
fiance; where they colloid to iing in the mbrnl 
ing arid** evening ; but the Manakins ' 
hfTetubleJ in the evening, and continue-‘together 
t^t^l^y from - furi-rife - to nirie-or ten o’clock in the 
forenoon;* -and remain ‘feparate dur^i^ng;- the reft bf 
t^he- da;y and the^* fucceeding nighti • In general, 
they prefer a cool humid htuation, th'otigh they 
never frequent rtiarihes or the -margins "of lakes.' 
1 -'Tf^crname of the M^iinakin Was' beftoWed bh 
fhefe'hiras by^* -the Dutch' fetti^e^^si at'’‘f5Sd•iI^^ir■^, 

know l^x -diftindt fpeci’es,' but - we can.o^nl^r 
I^i've thtl^fii^^fl;- ‘the appel-^jttio'n^^^l^'ich if*‘h^as inTt^ 
hativl regions* - - ■ . .
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The TIGE', or GReAT MAN^K^N 
' .1 * ’

Tijif oa G^ra^X! Manakin, BulF. 
'J^iia^ra-Part^i>la^\ Linn. Gn^ek anj Bro’^Hk. 
ManocU^-Cri^^Mus Nigir, .BriT. j 

of Marccgriave, Will.
Biut-ba^e^ Latll. and Edw.

F'trjj Spec'ies., * 
t ■ ■

This fpecies has been well defcribed.b;y Msirgr 
grav^e; It is the largefl of all the Manakinsj it? 
total length is four inches and a half, and it is 
nearly of the bulk of a Sparrow ; the uppe:r-part 
of its head is covered with fine red feathers, longer 
than the re^, and which • the bird can ere£t at 
pleafure, which gives it the appea:ranc<e(^f^ being 

' crefted j the ^back and the ftnall fuperior coverts 
of the wings are of a beautiful blue, the reft of 
the plurhage is velvet black ; the iris is of a fine 

. fapphire colour j the bill is black, and the legs 
are red.

The A^bbe Aubry, Re£:or of St. Louis, has 
in his cabinet a bird by the name of 
"of Cuha^^ which is perhaps a variety, of the pre-r 
fent, arifing from the difference of age or fex j 
the •only di^in£li6n -being, that • the large feathers 
on the uppeir-part of the head are of a dilut^i: 
red, and even- fomewhat yellowifti. The- de- 
fignat^'^^n. given to it would feeiti to imply that
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it is found in the Ifland of Cuba, and. perhaps 
' in other parts of America but it is very rare at 

Cayenne, and is ,a bird- of ihort flig.bjr, and 
therefore it could hardly pafs from' the continent 
to Cuba. ' ' V

The Gr^een. Manakin with a red. crei^ is the 
young of this fpecies j fev'eral 'Manakins • have 
been obferved, whofe plumage.was interiperfed 
with blue feathers, but the green' is obfcure; 
^l^e^fe birds mufl^’ be frequent in the warm cli
mates* of America, for we often t^eceived them, 
along other birds. [A]

[Aj of the Blue-backed Manakin, or Pt^pr^Oy
Pareola : 4- ** Its crel^ Is blood-c^uir, its body blac^< 'its Back 

'blgeJi^’* ‘f ‘

The NtTT R

Le CaJ/-N(^ifeite, Buff. 
Pi^ra-^oxaruj, Linn, and Gmel. 
Manttcm,'' B'rif^. '
The Black-capped Manikin, EdW. and Lath.

« f

Second]^pecies»

\ye apply {;his name,, becaufe the cry. of this 
bird is eJ:ad;ty’ like the noife made by the fmall 
inftrumeut --with which.- we crack nuts. It has 
tio other fong - or warble'; it. is -pretty common 
Oil Gu^^ana, . .i^l^pcially in the-fl^i^i^t^i^af the forefts -j; 
foi^,; lik?.‘.t'h<3:other Ma^r^akiir^!^^ it .fhuns the -' fai 

vanned
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__ «

v^anaas and e^’sared grc^unds. The Nut-cc^(:]k<ers 
liye in finall flocks with' the otiier Ma^nz^lcnss^ 
hot intgrtn-ingle hot with them ; they remain 

• for the • moft q^jiirt on the ground, and rarely^, 
perch on the branches, and then they uniformly 
prefer the 'low ones,- . They feem to live ' more 
upon'infefls-than fruits f they ' are often found 
among ’the lines of ants, which fling their feet, 
and make-them hop and utter the^i^rntv^l^-eaacIc^■* • 
^^]Sg CI•ys’w^hich they repeat very often. They, ’ 
are very lively and fri^^; th^^ are feldom • 
at reft, though they, only bop, and cannot fly 
Taifj • r / -

. Th^e^.' plumage is black on the head, the • back,^- 
I the wings, the tail, and 'white-on all the ' reft of • 

the bo^;;y; the bill is black and the legs yel-? 
Jow. k [A] .

[A] Specific chara^er oT the-Blaek-capc^ Manakin, Pi^^i^i~ 
Man^i^t^^: Blac^, below 'whitie, Tpoi on the 'neck' and the

wings Wh^tdi”

The RED ManA^KN..
t'

Le Manakin Rai^jge, Buff.
Pifra^-^Aureola, Linn, and Gmel.
Manafuj Rulbe^r, BrifT. '
'J^he Red andBlat^k Manak'in, Edw. and Lath.

ihird Spet^ies, .
The male is of ' a' fine vivid red on the 

head, the neck, the'uppei^-'part of the back, and 
the
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the breaft ; .orange on the forehead, .the.fides of 
the head, ' and the throi^ ;■ black on the belly, 
withfonae' red and oralige feathers on the fame 

' part J black alfo on the reft of the uppei^-part’’of ' 
the body, the wings, arid the tail j ali/;he quills . 
of the wings, except the firf^, ..liJtye. near, the mid- 
dle,'and on theinfidej a white -fpot, which forms a 

pfi the fame colour when the wing is difpli^^^- 
ed J the, top of the wings is of a'’^<^iry- deep .yellow ; 

ltheiE inferior cpverts are yejlowiih j the bill and 
jJtjg^s are blackif^.

, In't^he fema^^e^l -the. npp.ei^-pai^ti'.ofi thcr body 
.is olive, with a flight appefirance of ■ a fed crown 
»ont ,the d he .p;n^^i^^part of thejbo.dy .is 
l,(^iir€^-;yell^q^wz.:rthe^flhape>ia^i^<^,]bulk ai^e''; the fame' . 
.asj^nthe 0)ale..

. In the young bird, all the. body isioiiive, .with 
red fpots on the forehead, the head, the throat, 

'iKe.bi^c^aft/'an’d ’the bc:lll.l ' ' '
It IS the moft ’common of -all the fp^ecies of 

Manakins in Gu^iana, [B] , .

[B] Specific charad^er of the Red Manakin, Pi/ta Ao^rola: 
. “ ■ Black, head and brealt fcarlet, white Ijit on the' ibrelpajrt of 

the ‘wing-quills. ‘

The
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Th<c ORANGE MANA^KN..
- ; / 1 • 

Ze Manakin Qtr^ttgCj BufF. 
Pipt^i:i-A^u^ie^(^l^a,yf^3.r, Linn. 

S^urrntit^s, BrifT 
3^^ B^t^k and Tellova Ma^t^e^kint', EdiV. and Lath.

Fourth Species,'

*. Elt^w^i-ds ds the'firfl author wlio' has given' a 
figure of this bird j but he was miftaken in fup- 

'pofi^g it to be 'the female of the preceding. We 
.hkve*juit defcribed -^he female of the;', red Man
akin,. and-the pfefeiit-is undoubtedly ar-different 
ipedies,' fince -it ' is- extremely '-I'are in 'GuianaJ 
whereas the Red jMari^;akin is very i^ooirtion. 
L’ii^iaa^us^ has fallen ' into'the fame error^s becaufe 
he orilyc^ojie^i^^'tdw^arrc^iS.. '

The head, .the neck, the J^lnr^j^t,.the breaft,, 
-and the' bel-ly '^te a fine ' orange, fall ' the reft 
of ^he ' plumage fieing blat^lk; only the wings 
.are marked with fome.wnrte fpots. as 'in the Red 

• Manakin ; like that bird tooj k has blackr•in legs, ■ 
but a wnrte bill,, fo that notvvitnflandrng the 
frmrlarity in the bar on Ihe wings, in the colour 
of-thd legs, and in the bulk and the
b'od^y,"it 'cannot be regarded ' as a variety of ' ffie; 
Red Manakin.

‘I. The
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' I. ' The . l^^A^NAK^IN *
* i «* -

’ll. The RED-HEADED MANAKIIN

III. The WHIf'E-HEADED MANAKIN J.

Fijfth'^pecies.
We prefume’that th'efe _ three birds are only 

varieties ofl'he fame fpecies, for they are exa£lby 
of the fame . fize, being. only three inches and 
eight lines in length ; whereas all the preced^^'n.g 
fpecies, which have been placed in the order of 
their magnitude, are four'inches and a half, _ and 
four, inches' and three-fourths, &c. Thefe ’three 
are likewife of the fame fhape.^- and even their 
C^lt^^urs* are fimilar, if we except thofe./^lf the 
head, which in the firft are of a fine yellow, in 
the fecond of. a bright red', and. in the third of 
a beaiutifu! blue ; there is’ no other fenfible dif
ference in the ^iuimage, which is all uniformly 

. of 'a fine glo^y black ; the feathers which cover 
the thighs are of a pale yellow, with an oblong 
fpot of bright red on the exterior furface. In

J ' • ’ - • '
' * This is the Pipra Ei^r^ihrocephala fOi I^innaus and Gmelin» 
the Manacus jirrCcaf^Uut of Bri/Ton, and ^he Gold-he^qpiti .Haidt 

. Tiimoufe of Edwards. '
t This is a variety of the Pipra Erythrocephala of Linneus, and 

VUillug^ht^y’s y^cond kind of Tangara. ■ , _ '

t This is the Pipra Ltucocilla of Linnxus, jn his laft edition, 
the Pants Pipra in the eleventh edition, the Pipra Leucoicapilla of 
Qmelin,, and the Wbitt-capped Manakin of Edwards and Latham.

the

    
 



336 THE GOLD-HEADEI^'MANAKIN, tiic.
the.firfl indeed, the bill is • whitiih «^nd the legs 
blapC:; in the. fecond, the bill.isibila'tk and the • 
legs CincKous’; and in the third, the bill is brown

' gray,^, and the • legs reddilh : but thefe flight dif-
^si^ences do not appej^ir fufficient to conflitute 
three feparateilpecies, and perhaps one of them 
is only the female o^ 'another. However, Mau- 
duit, to whom Icpmmuni^cated thisarticle, alTuired 
me ' that he- never, faw^, m the Whke-^l-eiKli^d 
Manakin, the red' feathers 'that cover the knee 
in the Golden-headed' M^anakin : if Jthis dif
ference V/^re invariable, we might infer that 
thefe for^med two feparate fpecies of M^anakins': 
but Soniei.a^f^uI^ed us, that he has 'ieen 'White-' 
headed Manakins .with red feathers • oh their- 
knees, and there is fome reafon to iu‘T^(^ed that 
the fpecimens obferved by Mauduit were muT 
tilated. * ' ' . ' .

■T'eeje^' Manakins are Ibund in the fan^e fitua-,
' tions, and are pretty common in Guiana. It 

would even appear that the fpe^cjes is -fpread 
through the feveral other warm countries, as 
Brazil and Mexico? *Vi^f2**iiave* learnt nothing 
particular in regard t<) their inf^inds and aco- 
homy." We are 'c'ertain^^i^^ly ihaf, like’ the other 
Manakins, they conftantly live -in' ihe wopds, 
and that they eaVe'teQ chirping cohiraon to the 

.whole genus, except the Kut^-cracker. .[A] • ■
* . »

, [A] Specific charaiftcr of the Pipra Gi^iittn-alis: — It ir
l)lacl^> its thro^i;. wiite^J , '

Tlic
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The white-throated' MANAK^IN.

Pipra Gi^tti^i^aiis, Linn, and Ginel. 
Gi^tture Albo, BriiT.

VARIETY.

’ This difTers from the preceding' by the colours 
of its head, which is gloffy black like the reft 

the plumage, except kind of white collar 
Vl^ich rifes on the neck, and tapers to a poi^^ 
On the breaft. It is exadl;ly of the fame fize ' as 
the three ’preceding,' being only three inches 
eight lines in length. We know not from what 
counl:ry it is brought, having feen it only in 
private cabinets., where it was mentioned by 
this name without any other indication.. Sonini 
never met with it in.Guiana; however, it is 
probabl^y, like the three others, a native of the 
Warm climates in A^mei^ica.

I

^^he VA^lR^l^EGA^T^ED
' • * 1 • • • '

Manacut Serena, Gme].'
Manacus Aiba Fronte, , liriiT.. 
^he Wb^i^i^ie-fronted Manakin, Lath.

. . Sixth Species,
We have given 'the 'epithet ' of variegated, .be-

• "aa^jfe the plumage is interfperfed with fpots of 
, jVOL. IV. 2 different

* ■

    
 



338 T'HE VARI£gAtED MANAlCIN. ‘ '

different colours, which are all very beautiful 
and .The forehead 'is of a fine dead
white the crbwri of the head is of a be^yT co- 
Ipur ; the f^utap '^^a brilliant bliie ; the belly 
a'ihining orange, and all the reft of the plumage 
of a fine velvet black j the bill' and legs are ' black. 
it is the prettieft and fmaUefr all the Mina-
kins, being not more than three inches and a half 
long, ana not bigger than a Wr^enl It is found 
i^n Guiana, whence .iwe received it; but it ' is've^y 
rare, and we are 'unacquainted with its ha
bits.-' [A]' * •' ' • ‘

[A] Specific chara£^er of the Maifura/ Z-ena>n" Jt’,, black, 
** its front white, its^;rump fea-green, its belly fulvous.” j

ix fpecies and their varieties, whi^c^.. • ■ fi' • t » « J \ ->1U|
we have, now. defcribed, modern nomenclators;* ,• . I . I.,*
apply the narhe of" hlanjilirnq’ to four birds men
tioned by ' Seb;i', and . which v/e (hall her^t:, ,notice, 
only to fhew the errors' intC' which fuch artincial 
claififications lead.

The firft is thus defcribed by Seba ;—

Bh'd called: Mtacdtololl ll^^ the Brazilians ‘
‘ “ Its body is ornamenteid. with blackifli fea
thers, and its wings, withi. feathers of tufkey-^^ 
blu^; its head is blood-coloured, and has a gol
den-yellow collar round the heck and throat; the

- ■* , *4'4, . . > l r
* 'This is th^ Pjpr^a Torq-nata of Gmeliti,, the MJana^its 

of BrilTbn, and the ColHared Manakin of Latham. 1 '
' 'bill
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bill and legs are of a jpale,yellow.” Briflbn^ who 
had not feen the bird, adds the dimenfions and 
other' details,' Avhich are furnifhed neither by 
Seba, nor by any other author. ,I,tt is alfo gr^ange 
that Seba fliould bellow the appellation of 
catototf upon this bird, which he fays was brought 
from Bra-zii; for that word is npt in the lan-^- 
guage of that co^i^tt)^, • but is a Mexican woi^d 
and g'gnilies Maize-bird. Bui that Seba was
miftake^n_ i•If this application is evinc'ed by the t 
ciri^t^ii^fi;ance that Fernandez employs the lame 
term in defcribing a Mex^^can bird which is very^- 
difFerent. His words are thefe;— .

thc^dLOeatUite^ty oi Maize-bird.
“ It is. pretty fmal^^j >0 called becaufe it ufually 

fits upon the ihoots of maize ; the belly is paliih, 
and the ,fel^ of its body black, but’ with white 
feathers iht^erfp<2rfed its wings and tail ale alh- 
coldufed bel^\^.' It frequents cool places, and is 
good eating.” ' ’ Seba has mahifefl^l^;y confounded' 
therefore two' diffe're:^^' birds under the fame 
J>ame. , But the defciiption of Fernandez is as 
t^p^i^jfe<St as that - olF'Seba, whofe figure is ftill 
tvorl’e 4. fo ■ that .it is impoifible to decide the ar-^. 
tangemept., >

.The faipe is the cafe with another bird men^ , 
honed by £>eba, under the name of

■ 'i .'
' ' , Rubetray or, C^ejled American Bird *. ,' • '■ r ■
. This is the Pipra Rubetra of' Li^nnseus and Gmelin, the Mana- 

^riJ^f^^^uPR'Uufus of Briiibn, and the M^n^kin of La^l^ham".

Z 2 It,

    
 



340 Softie Frn^gn Birds erroneoujly denominated Manakins,

“ It is not one of the fmalleft fmging birds/' 
fays he; “ it has a yellow creft, its bill too is 
y^ellov?, except the under-mandible, which is 
brown , tlie plumage ’round the^< neck, and on 
the body, is of a yellow rufous ; the tail,- and 
the great quills of the wing^s.^. are of a fliining 
blue, while the fmall quills are pale-ye^^Hc^w^?”- 
Erom this defcription of Seba, Briflbn has ven
tured to range this bird ‘among the Manakins ; 
but if he had infpe(3:ed the figure, though it is. a 
very bad one, he -^^iould have perceived the'tail 
to be very long, the bill thin, curved, and elon*r- 
gated ; charadters quite different from.' thofe of 
the Manakins. I fhould therefore conclude, that 
this bird is ftill farther removed from the Maqa- 
I^ins-than the preceding. ■

A third bird* which our Tii^:mei^<^lafors have 
reckoned a Maqakin, is that mentioned by Seba 
under the name of . ,

or The Leajf C'cjlcd'Bird of
“ The body and wdngs are purple, "wi^'ich 

here and there is deej^i^i*; the creft is a moft 
beautiful yellow, and formed .by a fmall tuft df 
feathers ; its bill is pointed, and its tail red. In

• mort, tb.is little bird is very handfomC, whatever 
view vre take of it,”* From this confufed de- 

Jetdi^tLibn, Brilfon Cojnciudes the bird to be' a- 
Manakin, and'adds the dimenfions and other

* This is the Pipra Crijlata of LitinCus and Gmelin, theM<i/Sr- 
cus Cr'Jluills Buber of BriiTain, and the Purple Manaiiti of Latham. ' 

‘ ‘ circum-
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cirG^t^fftances without citivig his authorities ; yet 
Seba teiis us that its biii is pointed ; and his 
figure is very imperfeib. Eefides, be is mi^aken 
in ’af^erting that it is a Brazilian bird, for the 
name' Picic'iuli is Mexican ; and Fernandez eni’- 

. pipys -he fame word to defcribe another bird 
■^hich is-C^i^^t^t^iidy Mexican. ' ’

The Piciciili is iikewife a native of Tetz- 
coqua it os very fmall, and its bo^^ wholly 
cinereous, except its.head and neck, which are 
black, with white < fpots encircling the eyes 
(which* are large), the front extending on .tthe 
breaf^r ‘Thefe birds appear' after rain. If they 
be raifed ini^he houie they fopn die. They have 
no fong■The^-are excellent food ; but the.In- 
dians are uncertain where they breed.” • ,

It' is- eafy to. fee that there' is no relation bc’- , 
tweeh this bird and that of Seba, who has yeyy 
Jnjudic^ou^y occafioned a confuiion of terms. _

Tiie.fame remark may be made with regard 
to the fourth bird defcribed by Seba, under the 
oanie of ' ■ *t

or Sm2all Crejled J^japcd like
■ a Spaj^row *.

' "Ic'l^s bill is yellow, iliort, curved, and bent 
backvnardn. There is a yellow fpot above the 
eyes '; the f^omach and belly are of a pale blui^i» 
yellowti.the wings are of the fame colour, and,'

* ■ This is the Pii>ra Grifea of Gmelin, the Manacus Crijiajus Grif- 
o^ Bi'iTotb and the ^^ay Manakin o^ I^iitham.

z 3 mixed
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mixed with fome flender carnation feathers, but 
the principal feathers are af^-gi^iiay; the reft of 
the body is gray ; there is a fmall crel^ behind 
the head.” From this indication Briffon has 
in^Sri^ed that the Bird is -a Manal^iii; but the 
lhape of the bill is alone fuft^cient to evince the 
coj^tt^r^rjy; and befides, iihce ' it is ihaped like a 
Sparrow, its form muft be different from that of 
the Manakins. It is evident:’, therefore, that this 

' bird, 'whofe name alfo is Mexican, is: widely re
moved from the_ genus of the Manakins.—^We 
ihall not venture at prefent'to ailign the rank of 
the four birds, but wait till inquifitive 'tr^ve^ll<?rs’ 

. may have thrown light upon the fubje<d, I .

SPECIIE^

    
 



[ 343 i-

SPECIES
RELATED iTO THE MANAKIN.

The W HITE' PLUM^E^.

Lt Plumtit Blanc. .
Pipra Al^ifrcim, var. Linn, and Gmel. 
Tht Whltt-fi^ictii Manakin, var. Lath.

I •

H rs fpecieS is new. It is found in Guiana, 
but rare. M. de Manpttcour prefented a 

ipecimen to the'king’s cabinet. It is dif^inguifli- 
ed by . a very long white creft, con^^ing of fea
thers about an inch in length, and which it ere£ts 
at pleafure. It differs from the Manakins by its 
fize, being fix inches long ; whereas the largeft 
of the- Manakins is ’-only io^tr inches and a half; 
the tail too is long ai)d tapered, which in the 
Manakins is ihort and fquare ; and the bill is 
much longer in proportion, and more hooked 
than that of the Manakins. Indeed, .the only 

■)ro]a(^i^l^;y in ..which it refembles the Manakins is, 
J^Jhe arrangement of the toesj; and but for this 
charadteiT, it might be ranged with- the Ant- 
eatei^is: . .we may regard .it as forming the inter
mediate ihade. We are unacquainted with its

The
■
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The CINEREOUS BIRD' of GUIANA.
Pipra, Attricapilla, Gmel.

• ■ ' The Blacky-crowned Midna^^n, Lat^h-. '

This fpecies' is ,new. We Ihall - only obferve, 
that it ought:, not to be regarded as a true Mana
kin ; for its tail is much longer, an<i, tapered, and 
its bill is longer ; but as it refembles the Mana
kins in the difpofition of its toes, and in the 
figure of the bill, we ought to place it after 
them.

This bird is found' in Guiana, but is not fre
quent. It was prefented by M. De Manoncqur 
to the King’s cabinet. • f

The PAPUAN MAN AKJ^N^, Lath,
Le Manihrr^, BuF- '

■ '■ Pifra Papuenjts, Gmel.
V -

This is a new fpecies brought frotn New 
Guinea to the King’s cabinet by Sonnerat. It 
differs from the Manakins, aS the two' middle 
quills the tail are fhorter than . the lateral 
ones, and as it wants the fcallop that occurs ' on 
the 'uppe:r-mandible in all the .Manakins : fo 
that we ought to 'exclude it from the genus of 
the Manakins, efpecia^l;y as thefe birds,- which 
are natives of Amei^ica, are not probably found 
in New Guinea. .

♦ This name is coni^iradled for M^naikin Oran^ge, BulFon having 
taken it at hrll for a Manakip. .

■ ' The
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The upper-part of ,the body is black, with 
greenifh refleiXions ; the under-part of the body 
is of a .dirty white ; there.is an oblong orange 
ij^^t on the which exte.nds as far as the
beflyy; the bill and legs are black. But Sonne- 
tat could give no information with refpeX to its 

“manner of living.
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The COCK . OF THE ROCK.
Le Coq de Roche, BufF. 
Pipra-Rupicola, Linn, and Gmel. 
Rupicola, Br^ff.
Upupa A^eei^tana Lutea, Ger. Orn. 
Felfenhahn, Walch. Natur.
Fhe Hoopoe Hen, Edw.
^he Crejied Manakin, Penn. 
H^fe R^ock Manakin, .Lath.

*’Tp HOUGH this bird is of an uniform colour, it
. is one of the moft beautiful of South .Ame

rica j for this colour is very ' beautiful, and its plu
mage nicely tapered. It feeds upon fruits, per
haps for want of feeds ; fince it differs from the 
gallinaceous tribe by the ihape of its toes only, 
which are connedted by a membrane, the firf^ 
and fecond as far as the third joint, and the 
fecond with, the third no farther than the firfl: 
joint. The tail -is 'very ihort and fquare, as are 
fome coverts of .the wings j feveral of thefe feat-' 
thers have a fort of fringe on each fide, and the 
firf/t great feather each wing is -fcalloped from 
.the tip to one third of its length ; but what cha
racterizes it the bef^ is, a • beautiful creft on the 
crown, longitudinal, and of a femicir^cu.lar fornv 
In the minute deferiptions which BrifTon and 
Vofooi^ier have- given, this creft is imperfeCl^' 
depicted it is not fingle, but double, confif^ing

/
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THE COCK OF THE ROCK. 347 

of* two inclined planes, that meet at the vertex. 
In other refp^ids their defcriptions are accurate, 
except that they are applicable only to the male. 

"•VTlie plumage of the male is of a fine red ; that 
of* the female is entirely brown, only there are 
fonie ihades of ruft-colour on the rump, the tail, 
and the feathers of the wings. The creft of the 
female is alfo double, but not fo thick, fo tall, fo 
ro’und, or fo far protruded on the bill, as in 
the male. Both male and female are geneirally 
thicker and larger than the Ring-pigeon ; but 
the different individuals probably vary in fize j 
for Briflbn reprefents this bird of the bulk of a 

. Roman-pigeon, and Vofm^^er afferts that it is 
rather fmaller than the Common Pigeon. • This 
difference might allo be occafioned by the man

' ner of fluffing the fpecimens ; but in the ■ natural 
fiate the female, though fomewhat fmaller than^ 

, the male, is undoubtedly much larger than the 
Common Pigeon. ,

The male affumes not the fine red till he 
has attained forne age ; the firft year he is only 
brown like the female j but as he grows up, his 
plumage becomes marked with points and fpots 
of rufous, which gradua^Ily deepen into red, 
though^ perhaps perfeded before advanced age.

Th^c^vfgh this ‘ bird muft have attrad^ed the 
* notice of all who ever faw it, no traveller has 

deferibed its habits .and' economy. Sonini de 
Manoncour is the firft who has obferved it with 
attentibn, It lodges not only in the deep clefts

' of

    
 



348 THE bodE OF THE ROCif.

of the rocks, e'^en-in the'large dark caverns
■^luch totally exclude the folar rays j a circum- 
ftance' that has induced many, to'believe it fo be 
a hodLurnal bird : whereas it flies and fees difr ' 
tindlljr in the day-tiine ; however, it feemS na- 
tUraH^y tb' prefer gloomy recef^^si, fmee it is lj:no^L 
frequent in caves which cannot'be em^^ir^d‘‘with
out 'the ^lig^lit’t^lf torches. We may therefore pr^<-> 

' fume, that their eyes are conf^^u<9^ed like thqfe 
•c'atsj'^iind adapted both for the day and the 

'The male and female are eqtjAlly lively, 
a-n'd wild. It is^im^(^tlil^le‘to thoot
them, nh'lefs the perfon be concealed' behind a' 
rock, where he muft often wait feveral hours 
before an opportunity occurs ; for the inflant 
they perceive him, they efcape {o a diftance by 
a flight which is rapid, though rather low and • 
fhort. They feed upon fmall wild fruits, and 
ufualll^' fcrape 'the ground’, dap their 'v^i^ngs, and 

ihake themfelves like the dungn’ill fowls ; but 
they ndlh^r'crow like the cock, nor cluck like 
the hen." Tncrr cry refembles the'found of the 
fyliable /f, pronounced with a dmll drawling 
tone.^* They conftnuT their'i^^ft rudely ^^^r^'tnc 
holes of 'rocks with fmall dry ftick^s* ; aiid do^^ 
monly lay tw^o^white fpnerical %^gs, wnrcn are' 
of ^^h^e fize ‘oif thofe of pigebrisl ' ■' ' '

The males emerge ofteneir'frotn their'caVern's 
than tncCem^lesi which feldoni 'ap'pe’ai'i an’d pro- 
b..xt)I;y 3o riot; quit their reti'eai^'s' excee^tt'-in the 
nign’t.' They ca’n' eafily be tam’ed'y and M. de
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Manoncour faw one at the Dutch.-poft on the 
river Maroni, which was allowed freely to live:, 
and run about with the poultry. .
- They are found in great numbers on. the 

mountain Luca, near Oyapoc, and on the 
mountain Courouaye, near the river Aprouack j 
and thefe are- ’the only parts in this region of 
America whence we can expedt to procure thefe 
birds. They are much efteemed for the fake of 
their beautiful plumage, and are very fcarce and 
de^rr; ^becaufe -the favages and negroes, whether 
from fuper^ition or fear, will not venture into 
the ’dark caverns where they lodge. [A}

[A] Specific cliarafler of the Pipra Rupicc^ld;—* It hasaneref^ 
crcft, • with a purple margin ; its body is faf^i^t^n; the coverts of 

“ its tail are, truncated,” .

The PERUVIAN COCK oi THE ROCK.
I ,

Pipra Peruviana, Lath.

There is another fpecies, or rather variety of 
the Cock of the Rock, which is found in the 
provinces of Peru : its tail is much longer than 
that ’ol; th<^ preceding, and its feathers have not 
fquare ends ; its wings are not- fringed ; inftead_ 
of an uniform red, both • wings and. tail are bli^ck,- 
and ,tlle i^utnjp,cineir^(^i^{»; the cre^.alfo is diflfei^- 
ehtV. being lower and confifting of d.etaciiedTea- 
the^ris; tn, other refpefts, this. Peruvian bird re- 
fembles thiG^tiiJina Cock of the Rock • fo^ clofely, • 

that 
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that we may regard it as a variety of the fame, 
fpecic^i?.

We might confider thefe birds as the repre- 
fentatives of our dunghill poull^irry.in the New- 
World ; but r am told- that, in the interior parts 
of -Guiana and Mexico, there are wild fowls 
which'-bear itili more analogy. Thefe are in
deed much fmaller, being fcarcely pf the fize of 
a - Common Pigeon j they are generality ,brown 
andir^^^^; but they have the fame fhape, the 
fame little fieih).. comb on the head, and the 
lame - as our ordinary fowl ; their tail
is alfo ilmilar in ihape- and pofition, r .and 
the males have the crow of the Cock, though 
feebler. The favages who inhabit the remotelt^j^ids ■ 
are perfectly well acquainted with; thefe birds, 
but. have never reduced, them ^^o the domeftic 
flate ; nor is this in the leaPt furprifing,, for they , 
have tamed none* of the anim^ll>. whichi might i 
have proved ufeful, etpec^la^l^;y - the Hoccos ,or 
Curafros, the Marails and the Agamis, amoiq^>. 
the birds'; andj theiTapirs, the Pecaris, and fte; 
Ag^mis,among'fhe quadi^upeds. ,iPh the coc^^*, 
trary, the ancient Mexicans, who -were civliized<i; 
doniefiicated fome anitnals, and particularly thefe ! 

, rmall brown fowls. Gemelli Carreri relal^psy that * 
they.were ja. and -he;rubjoins^.
that they, were , preolrelyl like ,Qur.'»corQmpi»' ' 
poultry, -only^, rather fma^!^<^l^,'ane.the^^Jr.ltfeathers ' 
brownilh. ■
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The C O T I N G A S.• < • < If

Tj'ew birds have fuph' beautiful plumage as - the 
. ■*' CotingaS j- all thofe who have had an op
portunity of feeing them, whether travellers i^^r 
naturalllts, feera to have been charmed, and- 
fpeak of them with rapture. Nature has feledtedl. 
her choice!^ and her rlchel^ colours, and fpread 
them with elegance and profullon : the painting - 
glows with all the tints of blue, of violet; of 
red, of orange, of purple, of fnow-white, and 
gloffy black ; fometimes thefe tints melt - into 
each ■ other by the fweetef^ gradations ; at • other 
times they are contratted with wonderful tafte : 
the various reflexions -heighten and enliven the 
Vl^t^le; ■ The merit is intrinfic ; it is - expreffive 
it is, inimitable.

All the fpecies, or, ■ if we-chufe, all the branches 
of the brilliant famil^y of the Cotingas belong to 
the New Condi^i^r^t j and there is no -foundation 
for -what fome have alleged^ that they are found, 
in Senegal. They appear to delight ■ in warm' 
countries - ; -they feldom occur fout^t^' oJf Brazil, 
O'roam north df; Mexico: and confe^i^<^i^ltly 
thej^" would hardly traverfe the immenfe Wretch 
of ocean thatTeparates th^ continents in thofe 
latitudes. »

4 AU
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AH that we know 'of their habits is, that they 
't^i^’veir perform diftant joui^nies, but have only 
periodical flittings, which are confined within 
a narrow circl<5: they appe^^ twice a-yeaf in 
the plantat^iioi^is; and though they arrive nearly 
at the fame time, they are never obferved in 
flocks. They gene:ra'^:^;y haunt the fides of creeks 
in fwamp^y ground *, which has occafioned foune. 
to call them water-fowls. They find among the 
aquatic plants abundance of infedls, on which 
they ■ feed, and particula^^^ly what are ternied 
karias in America, and which, according to 
fome, are wood-^lic<2; and according to others, 
a fort of 'ants. The creoles have, it is faid, 
more motives than one for hunting after thefe 
birds;—the bea^^y of the plumage, which 
pleafes the eye; and, according to fome, the 
delicacy of the fleih, which flatters the palate. 
But it is- difficult to obtain both ; for the plu
mage is often fpoiled in attempting to ikin the 
bii^d; and this is probably the reafon why fo 
man^ imperfect fpecimens are now brought 

. from America. It ■ is faid that they alight among 
• the rice-crops and do cofifiderable inji^trr: if 
this be true, the creoles have - ftill another reafon 
for deftroying them f. ‘

• Mr. Edwards, v.;ho was unacquainted with the o^comom^y of 
the Cotingas, conji^if^ured, from the their feet, that they
frequented marihcs. „ ■
‘ f The little which I .have related of the habits of the Cotinga^*,' 

was ccmmun’icated by M. Aubli^t: but I mUft add, that M. ' de 
Ma^i^^oncour heard that the fteih. of the Cotingas much

- elleemed at Caye^^^; perhaps this is triw ony of fome fpecies.
‘ TbA
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THE COTINGAS; 353

, ’ The fize varies in the difT^i'<ent fppcics, from 
that of a fmall Pigeon to that of a Red-wing, 
'or even under ; in all of them the bill is broad 
at the bafe; the edges of .the upper-mandible, 
and . often thofe of the low'er, are fcalloped near 
the tip ; the firft phalanx of the outer-toe joined 
to that of the mid-toe j and, laftly, in moft of 
them, the tail is a little forked or notched, and 
confifls of twelve quills.

M

The BLUE R I B An N IX
Le Cordon Bleu, Bu/^. ■

Linn. Gmel. and BriT.
ThePurple-l^i^e^aJiedManakin *, Penn. Edw. and

A bright blue is fpread on the u.ppe;r-part 
' bf the body, of the head, and of the neck, 

on the rump, the fuperior coverts of the tail, and 
the fmali coverts of the wings ; the farne colour 
tippears alfo on the inferior coVerts of. the tail, 
the rower-belIy,and the thighs. A fine violet pur

* ple covers the throat, the neck, the breaft^,, and 
part of the belly, as far as the thighs ; and on 

this ground is traced, at the breaft, a belt of the 
fame blue with that of the back, and which has 
procured this bird .the appellation of Blue Kibaud^^

, * Called alfo the Thtup^ of Rio-J^c^^siro, and the Creoles term 
'I ^en of the Woods.

• VOL. IV. ot
VA A .

    
 



'354 the blue riband.
or Knight of the Holy Ghof. Below the firlt 
belt there is in fome fubj'«^<^s another of a 
beautiful red, befides many flame-fpots on the 
neck and the bel^y ; thefe fpots are not difpofed 
regularly, but fcattered with that negligence in • 

' ■^liii^h nature feems to delight, and which art 
'labours in vain to imitate.

' All the quills of the tail and of the wings are 
black, .but thofe of the tail, and the middle 
ones of the wings, are edged exteriorly with 
blue. '

The fpedmen which I obferved was brought 
fiom Brazil ; its total length was eight inche? ; 
its bin ten lines ; its alar extent thirteen inches ; 
its tail two inches and two-thirds, compofed of 
tw’^]lve quills, and projeding eighteen lin<;{5' be*- 
yond the wings. The ope defcribed by Briflbo 
was every way fomewhat larger, and of the fizc 

- of a thrulh.
The female has neither of thefe belts ; nof 

has it the flame-fpots on the belly and breaft^^* 
In every other^. refpi^^ it refembles the male? 
the bill and legs, of both are black, and th^ 
ground-colour of their feathers is blackil^i, an<^ 
t]iat of the purple feathers white ; and the t'arf^' 
is covered behind with a fort of dowfi. [A]

• “ At Cay^enne ther^ are two other (Blue-R'iband 
fays Saleme, “ which referable this exad^ly, except that the 

wants thefe fpots, and tlie other the Blue-Riband.”’
[A] ^£5]p<5<^^i£i.c charaAcr of the yImpelis-Coti,^nga “ I^t isof a

** bright blue, below purple, its wings and ^il bla^I^.”
' M
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PURPLE THROATED CHATTERER.

^ueeema, BulF. 
Cavana, Lir^r*. and Gmel.

Cotiniga Co^c^iii^nJis, Briff. 
Lamms Oco^i^Hn, Klein and Set^i^.

The portion of each of its feathers,
reckoning- from their infertion, is black ; but as 
the tips are beryl, this is really the predominant 
colour of the plumage. In fome parts of the' 
upper furface of the body the dark hue ftrik^es 
through the coverts, but then it forms only fmall 
fpecl^!5; and jt is totally concealed by the blue 
in the under-furface of the bot^jy: only,* in fome 
fpecimehs, there are, near th^. rump and the 
thighs, a few fmall feathers, which are partly 
black, and partly purple-red.

The throat and a part of the neck are covered 
with a broad fpot of a very bright vic^let^^p^mplb,- 
which in different fubjc<ils varies in extent: The 
coverts of the wings, their quills, and thbfe of 
the tail, are almoft all black, edged or tipt with 
beryl j the bill and legs are black. -

This bird is found in Ca^eni^«;; it is of the 
fize of the Red-wing, and fafhioned like the 
preceding, except that the wings, • when clofed, 
reach not the middle of the tail, which is rather 
longer. [A] -

, * - »
[A} Specific char^iller of the Ampelis It is bright
blue; its neck violet below.”

‘ M -
TheA A 2
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The BLUE-BREASTED CHATTERER,

Z<: Terjtne, BufF. .
, Terja, iL^inji. and Gmel.

* Linn^aeusis thefirft,j^nd even the only one, who
has hitherto defcribed this bird : the head, the , 
top of the neck, the quills of the wingS'and of the 

„ tail, are blai^lk; the throat, the breaft, the lowe’r- 
part.o^ the back, the outer edge of the quills o£ 
'the wings, light blue : there is a tranfverfe bar 
of light blue on the fuperior coverts of the fame 
quills ; the belly is yellowUh-^v^'hite, and the fides 
tire of a deeper cali:. L:^r^n^seus does not inform 
tis "fom what count:ry it is brought ; but it is 
probable that it is a native of Amei^ica, like the 
other Col^'ingas. I fhouli be even tempted to re- , 
gard it as a variety of the preceding, ilnce blue 
and black are the prevailing colours of the up
per-part of the body, and the colours of the 
uhder-part are dilute, as ufual in the females, • 
the young ■,birds, &c. A fight of the fubji^<l 
would be neceffai^ryto decide the qiieftion- [Aj '

[A] Speci^c- cBaraFter oF'^he Aim^ellsTerfa :—"It is brigl’* 
blue, ict bac^ bla^^, its belly yelloWifh-W^i.te.”

M    
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• The SILKY CHATTERED.
< ' m »

L»Cotinga a Plumes Scyeujes, Buff. •
Mlaynana, Lihn. and Gmel.

Colinga MayanenJ^s, BrilT. ♦

Almoft all the feathers in the body of this 
bird, and the coverts of the wings and of the 
tail are unw^ebbed, and parted into ' filaments ; 
fn that they refemble filky briftles more than real 
feath<^i^£i; a property which is fufficicnt to dif- 
tinguilh' it from all the other Cotingas. The 
general colour of its plumage’ is bright blue, 
varying into a fine flc^-blue,' as in the preccd-^- 
iilg; but we muft except the throat, which is 
deep violet, and the quills of the tail and of the 
■^injgs, which are blackiih j molt of thefe' are 
edged exteriorly with , blue ; the feathers of the 
head and of the uppeir-part of the neck are 
long and narrow, and the ground-colour is 
brown ; that of the feathers of the body and 
breaft, &c.' confifts of two ; at the in-
fcrtion of thefe feathers it is white, and then, 

‘purple-violet, which in fome parts ftrikes through 
the .blue'^f the incumbent feathei^ij; the. bill is 
blue, and the legs are black. . '

, Total length feven inches and O^c^-^-thi’d; the. 
bill .nine or ten the tarfus the fame;^. the
alar extent thirteen inches and one-^t^l^iird; the 
tail about three inches, confifting of twelve 

, quills, and exceeds the wings by an inch. [A].
[ A] Specific charaTter oT the ^^-pelis Maynaim:—“ It is 

' *< hltie* its tliroat ■
' ' M

The'
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The POMPADOUR CHATTERER.

' Le Pacapac, onP‘ompadouir, BuJt".
■ Lian. Gmel. and Borowi^.

" Cotinga Purpurea, Briff.
Turdus Puniccus, ^’all.

All tRe plumage of this beautiful bird is 
'■ bright glofly-purple, except the quills of its 

.wings, which are whidih tipt 'with brow^n.* and 
the inferior coverts of the wings, which are en
tirely white : the under-fide of the tail is of ,ji 
lighter purple ; the ground of the feathers on- 
everjr part of the body is white ; the legs are 
blackiih ; the bill gray-brown, and on each fide 
of its bafe rifes a finali whitiih ftreak, which, 
paiTing-under the eyes, bounds the face.

The great coverts of the wings are oddity 
fafliioned, long, narrow, ftiff, pointed, and fpoul^- 
Ihaped ; their vanes parted, their ihaft white, 
and without vzebs at its tip, which refembles in 
lome degree the appendices that terminate the 
wing in the.Common Chatterer (JaffurJ, and' 
is nothing but the projc^eSion of the Ihaft beyond.

- the wcsbs. This is not the only point of re- 
femblance between thefe two fpecies ; in the - 
fliape of their bill, their fize, the proportional • 
dimenfibns. of‘their tail, their feet, .<&c. ; but 
their infiinds are very- different, fince the com
mon Chatterer prefers the mountains, apd all the

■ ipecies of Coting^as. frequent the low marJh^.y 
grounds. ’ ,

. • Total

    
 



THE ‘POMPADOUR CH.ATTERER 359 
length feven inches and a ha^lf j the 

dbill ten or eleven lines ; the tarfus nine or ten 
lines j the alar extent above, fourteen inches ; 
the tail two inches and a half, confining of. 
twelve quills, and proje£;ing from fix to eight . 
lines beyond the wings.

The Pompadour is migratory ; it appears iii 
Gui^ana near the inhabited fpots in March and 
Sej^itember, when the fruits on wliidi they 
feed are ripe j they lodge among the large trees ' 
on the banks of rivers, and neftle on the . 
higheft branches, but never retire into the wide 
foref^^.—The fpecimen from which this de- 
fcription was made came from Cayenne, [A]

[A] Specific- charadtcr of the Pom^^p^c^ora: — “ It is
purj^I^; theneareft^overts of -iuw^ings are fwor^-l^aped, elop
gated, boat-fl^:^aped, and ftifF.”

M
« I.

' V^A^R^l^E^T^IES of the POMPxADOUR.

Pacapac Gris-Pourpre, BuiS*.

I. The ^jRey-Purple. Pompadour. It 
is rather fmaller than the preceding, but its 
proportions are exa<dly the fame j the great 
coverts of its wings have the fame lingular con« 
formation, and • it inhabits the fame country. 
So many common properties leave no room to 
doubt, that, though the plumage be different, - 
' A A 4 , tbefe

    
 



•360 VARIET^IES OF THE POMPADOUR. '
<■ , %

thefe two .I^ii*ds belong to the fame.lpecies- j and ’ 
'fince the prefent is fmaller, I fhould be apt to 
fuppofe it to be a young one that has not ac
quired its full growth, or the finiihed colours of' 
its plumagis: all that was-p^t^irpile in the preced'r 
ing is, in the prefent, variegated ' with purple and 
cinereous j the under-fide of the tail is rofe- 
coloured ; the quills^, of the tail are brown : 
what apfiCJeirs of thofe^i^lF th^ wings are alfo 
brown'; the interior, and- /c^’^’^^ealed part of 
their ihaft is white from its ipfertiqn to two- 
•tlrirds of its length ; and alfo the -middles^one^^

' are edged exteriorly with' white.

II. M. Daubenton the younger and rnyfel:  ̂have^- 
feen, at IVa^ut^i^i^t’s, a Gray Cotihga, which ap
peared to belong to the fpsc^ss of the Pon^j^^a- 
.dour, and to be only younger than the preced
ing, but which ought not to be confounded with^’ 
another which is alfo cajled the. Gray Gotinga, 
and which 1 , iliall prefently defcribe under the 
name of Guirnrou ,

It is probable that thefe are nbl^' the only v.a- 
rleties which cxift of this fpecies, and that 
others will be found among the females of dif
ferent ages. ' *

* M. de' Manoncoar has verified our conjeflures on the fpot.
- In Fii^^liift v^^age to Cayenne, he found that the. Purpli^^igray Co- ■ 
. Jtinga is the young bird, and that it takls at leaft eighteen montlis , 

tp acquire it's full coloui-. ' ' ■ • * . -
■ The
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The RED CHATTER^E^E^,

LOiu^ttc, ou C^^l^^nga Rou"i: de Cayisnne, Buff.
Gmel.

Lanius Rnbiir Surina^iinjts, Ger. 
d^^e^fus Totus Raider, Klein. '
Cot:i:ga Rubra, BriH’. 
Red Bird fn^m Surinam, Edw.

The prevailing colour of its plumage is red, but 
diverfified by various tints, which • it afTurrtes ia • 

'diiTerent pa^tjs; the mof^ vivid, which is fcarlet, 
' is fpread over the upper-part of the head, and 

forms a fort of crown or cap,' of which the fea
. thers are pretty long, and are conjeiflui'ed by 

Edwards to rife like a creli:; the fame fcarlet 
covers ‘ the lower-part of the be^Iy, the thighs, the 
lower-part of the back, and almoft to the end 
of the tail-quills, which are tipt with blacJc; the 
fides of the head, the neck, the back, and'lhe 
x^imgs are ihaded with deep tints, which change 
the red into a fine foft crimfon ; but the darkeft 
caf^ is a /prt of border which furrounds the' 
fcarlet cap, and this is"a little more dilute be-' 
hind the neck and on the back, and more fo 
On the throat ' and brej^:^; the coverts of the 
'vings are edged with brown, and the great quills 
becpme rpore and more obfcure, and terminate 
qlmoft in black ; the bill is a dull red ; the legs 
dirty yellow ; and, what is remarkable, the tarfus 
is covered with a fort of down as far as the 
prigin ’of the toes. *
- • ' • The
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The Red_ Coti^i^^^£i‘migrates,‘ or rathei^' flits, 
like the Pompadour, only it is,more common in 
the interior parts of Guiana.

TptaLlength about feven inches ; the bill nine 
lines ; the legs feven lines ; the tail two' inches 
and a half, and'projeds ’twenty lines beyond the 
wings, and confequently the alar extent is lefs 
than in the preceding fpecies, [A]

[A] Specific cliaraT^cr oT the Amj^clis Carnifeir: — “ It is red; 
“ the ilripe at its eyes, and the tips oT the quills oT the wings 
<* and. oT the tail, are blat^I^.”

M-

. The CARUNCULATED CHATTERER.

Le Guira Panga, ou Col^inga Blanc, BulF' 
Carui^cul^ta, Gtnel. ’

Cotinga Ak^a, BrifT. .
I

Laet is the only perfon who has mentioned 
this birdi and all that he fays ar^ounts to no 
inore than that its plumage is white and its 
cry very loud. Since his time, the fpecies has 
been in a manner loft, even in Caye^i^te; and 
M. de Manoncour has the merit of re-difco^ei^- 
mg it. , '

Both the male and the female are figured in 
the Pl^c^nches Enliiminees, They were perched 
upon trees befide a fwapip when they were ' 
killed J they were betra^^ed’by their cry, which;, 

as
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as Laet * obferved, was very loud ;~and it re- 
fembled the found of the two fyllables in an, 
uttered with an exceedingly drawling. tone.

The moft remarkable charadter of tliefe birds 
is, a .To^rt of caruncle under the bill • as in the 
turkies, but differently organized : it is flaccid 
and pendulous when the bird is compofed at reft ; 
but when the paiflons are rouzed, it fwells in 
every dimenfion, and; in this date of tenfion, 
is more than two inches long, and three or four 
lines in circumference at the ba^: this eifed^.is 
produced by • air, which is driven through an 
aperture of the palate into, the cavity of the 
caruncle and inflates it.

This caruncle differs from that of the turkey 
alfo in another circumflance ; it is covered 
with fmall white feathers ; and befides, it is 
xiQt peculiar to the male. The plumage of the 
female is however entirely diTTerent : for in the 
male the bill and legs are black,, all the' reft 
of a pure •fpotlefs white, except fome:, tints of 
yellow on the rump, and on fome of the quills 
of the tail and of the wings : but in the female, 
the colour is not •fo uniform; the.tu^jjt^i^-part of 
the head and body^, the fuperior coverts of the 
wings, arid moft of the quills of the wings and 
of the tail, are olive mixed with gray ; the la^

•'fay, that its voice refembles the found of a bell', 
aiid p>ay be heard at the diftancc of k:^lf-^:i-I(^ague. HtJ}, Gen. des 

tom. , xiv. p. 299,
> * 

teral
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teral quills 'the tail gray, edged with yellow ; 
the cheeks and forehead white ; the feathers of 
the throat gray, edged with olive ; thofe of the 
breaft and of the anterior part of the belly gray, 
edged with olive and tipt ' with yellow, *lnd the 
coverts of the lower furface of the tail lemon-' 

' yellow ; the inferior coverts of the wings white, 
edged with the fame yellow.

The n^ale and female are nearly of the fame 
fize. Total length twelve inches ; length of the 
bill eighteen lines '; its breadth at its bafe feven 
lines : -length of the tail three inch(^si. nine 
lines, confifting of twelve equal quills, and pro- 
^e^cting twenty-one lines beyond the wings. [A]

[A] Specific cliaraiter oF the Am^^slis Carunculala: —“ -It has 
a pendulous, expanf^ble, and moveable caruncle at the baFe oFthe 

« bin?? -
M,

The VA^R^IEGA^TTED . CHATTERER.

LAverano, EufF.
■ Am^i^eis VV^rree^e^l^a, Gmel. ' 

Cofing^Na>^Va, Bl’i/T. 
Gai^-a-Punga, Ray and Will.

, The head is deep?" brown ; the quills of the ' 
wings blackiili ; their fmall coverts black ; the 
great- coverts ' blackifh, -with fome mixture of

. browniili green : all the reft of the plumage.is 
cinereous, mixed with blackiih, chief^^y onrthe 
buck, and with greeniih on the, rump^- and tail.

■ ■ ' ■ The
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The bill is broad at the bafe, as in the • Cotingas ; 
its tongue is fhoir; its noftrils uncovered j its 
iris bluiili-black ; its bill black legs, blackiih. 
It has feveral black flefhy appendices under the. 
neck, nearly of a lance-ihape, ‘which marks 
a flight afl^i^’ity to the preceding at the fame 
time that it difcriminates it from all the other 
Cotingas. .
- ■' The V£^i-i€^g^£^)^e^d-C^c^1^ ’ing^a. is as large as a Pi
geon ; the length of its bill, 'which is an inch, 
equals the greateft breadth ; its legs are twelve 
or thirteen lines ; its tail is three inches, and is 
almoft wholly beyond the reach of the wings.

The female is rather fmaller than the male,, 
and has not the fle^y appendices under the 
neck 5 it refemblcs the Fieldfare in lhape and 
fize ; its plumage is a mixture of blackifh, of- 
brown, and light green'; . but thefe colours are 
dlftributed fo, that the brown predominates on 
the back, and the light-green on the throat, 
the breaft, and the undeir-part of the body.

Thefe birds grow plump and juicy. Tlie 
mal6 has a very ftrong voice, and infledted in 
two different y^jiys ; fometimes it refembles the 
noife occafioned by ilriking a cutting inftrument- 
again^ a wedge of iron Ckkk-ykickJ.; and fome-. 
times it is like the jai-iring of a bell that is crack
ed fkufy. kury iur). It is heard in no part of 
the year but during the fix weeks of the middle 
of fumi^i^r'; that • is, in the fouthem hemifphere, in 
December and Janu^rjy; and hence the Portu^
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guefe name, de Veeranc^^ i. e. Bi'r.d of Summer.
It is remarked that its bread is marked exteri
orly with a furrow which runs through its whole 
length J and alfo that its wind-pipe is ' very wide, _ 
which perhaps contributes to the, ilr^ength of its 

. voice. [A] ' *

[A] Specific ch^rad^c'j- of.the Vtricgt^ta:—It is cine^
*« i^t^^ns ; to its throat rre attached two Irnce-flirped crruncli^is.”

M
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The GUIRAROU, Buff.
Linn, and Gmel. '

Coi^tinga Cirtt^irea, Bri.ff. 
ne Gray Pyc Brazil, Edvv. 
Tbs Gray Shrinks, Penn, and Lath.

TF tTie beauty of plumage formed the charac- .
' teriftic feature of the Gotingas, this bird, and 

that of the preceding article, would be rega.i^r^)^^' 
as degenerate branches of the original ftock. 
The GtUiirarou has nothing remarkable either in 
its colours, or in their di^ribution, if we except 
a black bar below the eyes, and the tint !of. the - 
iris, which is fapphire : a uniform light gray is 
Ipread over the head, the neck, the bread, and 
all the under-part the bo^jy; the thighs, and
the upper-part of the body, cihe^r^'^^^j the quills; 
and coverts of the wings, , blackifl^; the quills of 
the tail black, tipt with white, and its fuperior

, coverts white ; laftly, the bill and 'legs are black.
The .flat Ihape, and the. fhortnefs of the bill,' 

the loudnefs of 'its voice, which is fom'evvViat like 
that qf the Blackbird, but llrriller, and jts haunt
ing the margin of water,' are -t'tc ehie^ circun^^ - 
ftances in which the Gu'i'rarou refembles the 
Gotingi^ji; its fize is alfo nearly the fame, and it 
inhabits the fame climates : yet V/illughby has 
referred it to the White-eair;; and other excel
lent ornithologifts have reckoned it a Fly-catcher.

‘ - I ' „ For
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For my own -part, I {hall not venture to affign Its 
genus I ihall retain iLhe name which it bears in 
its native climate, and wait for fuller obferva- 
tions made on feveral H^ing fubjecds, which will 
point but its proper arrangement, 'The

- 'T^ous are very common in the interior parts' of 
..Guiana, but are not found at all in Cayenne j 
they ramble little ; nT^ny oc'cur generally in the 
fame diftridt ; they perch generally on the loweft 
branches of certain large trees, where 'they pick ‘ 
Up feeds and infetr^s, on which they fiibfift. From 
time to time, they cry all at once, allowing an 

-interval between each found 'j Aitiis cry, thbugh 
h^rfh in itfelf, is cheering mufic to travellers 
who have loft' their way in the immenfe forefts 
of Guiana, for it directs them to the banks of 
a river. -

The fuljje'Cl: ob'feir’ved by M. De Manoncour 
w^as nine inches and a hallf total length ; its bill' 
twelve inches long, feven broad, f^ve thick at the 
bafe, and encirled with hairs ; the tail was fquar^i;^ 
four inches long, and exceeded the- wings by two 
inches and a half j the tarfiu was an inch, and 
fo was the .bill

* l^owe tlicfe details to M. de Ma^^^c^ncour,

•VA&IlEtf
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VARIETY .of the GUIRAR^OTJ.

I know of one^ onljr; it is what we have called 
the Gray CoO^'i^nga ; and' Daubenton and myfellf 
fufpe^£t that it is a variety of age, becaufe it is 
fihaller, its total length being feven inches -and a ' 
half, and its tail' rather ihorter, the wings reaCh- 
ipg to the middle, and all the other differences 
refult from defedt. < It has neither the black bar 
under the eyes, nor-the white-bordered .tail, nor 
thp white fuperior co^eirl^ss; the quills of' the 
wings are edged with white, but they are not - fo • 
blacl^i^lihj and thofe of the tail notTo black as in 
the Gui^irarou. [A] .

[ A) SpeciJ^c charafter of the Li^tiitu-Net^n‘e<a - — “ Its tail 
“ wedge-leaped, with a white t^p; its body is cinereoi^si; below,’ 
“ wh^tie.” ' -

M

iv; B B The)

    
 



V U'a ]

The- A N T' E R .S.
' Buff.

-TNHtIhe 'low, iwampy, thin-Ie,tt;Ied lapds ot 
' South A^merica, the fwarms of infects. and 

loathfome. reptiles feem to predominate oyer all 
the reft oHthe animal creation. In Guiana and- . . . , •

, Brazil,^ th6 ants are fo a.^onifliingly multiplied, 
that th^ir hills are fome fathoms ?widi^.,’and feve- 
rajifeet in height^.^.and proportionally populous 

, as.t^Qfe of Euro]De„ o^f which the largeft are only ' 
, two or, three feet in diai^eterj fo that they may 

be computed to- contain two or .three hundr^ed 
times the number of ants. Yet they exceed ftill 
^ore in numlb^r ; and in', the wilderniejTeSsi^of 
Gu^i^anai they are ari hundred times more ffe- 
.quent than Ip any part of the ancient conti^r^e^rt^ (
' ' ■ * This is SrCo. the cafe itt 'many other parts of America, 
relates, that in Biazil, and even in the wet g^t^ounds of Peru,, the 
quur^tii^^y of ants-is fo enormous, that they devour all the feeds which 
are committed to. the earth} and though fire and water be employed 

* to extirpate them, the attempts have hitherto'failed offuccels. He 
that It were much to be wiihed that had-ordained in

thofe countries many fpiecies of animals like the Ant-eatersY-^/x'^'' 
which might bore into'the hillocks, and e.vitr^ft 

■itiefd infeets With their dong tongue, i Som^"pf the ants are nit 
' .lurgeutha^n thofe of .Europe j others are t^vice or thrice as large.

■ ' Thcyr’;^^fe iSiiis as large as hay-fiacks ; and their number is fo v’a/^, 
'^hat IhUy rtUk^e'-tr^cks •fc.\^^rtarlfcet broad in the fi<^ll^;^,‘and in the 
-wopdlsj-.i^jiH of(cn,through an extent of many leagues—Fernandt^js . 
ihys a|f^.fhat thefeauts areMarger,r^nd pretty much like our,winged-. 
aiits,^"ind that their hills . are an incredible height and widtJi.

; / But
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Hut (fuch is the fyflem- of Nature !) every'crea- 
ture is the of anoi^t^er; and gene-^ .•
ration and de^rudlion are ever co'njoi^e^cl.' We 
have in the former work given an account of the 
Xamanoir-^<bi the Tamandua^ and of the other 
quadrupeds which feed upon ants 5 we are now - 
to w^it(^‘i^he-hi^ory of a kind of birds which ' i^iy^e 
alfo upon thefe infd^^s.—We -were u^£K^<|^;^inted 
With the exiftence of the Ahters- till M.‘ de Ma- 
honcour'^j^e^fe^nted the fpL^^t^ii^tens tp'the K^^ng's 
cabinet. ■ ‘ '

The Anters are natives of Guiana, and are 
analogous to none of the European birds'; but, 
in the ihape of their body, of their lilir, of their - 
feet, and of- their tails, they bear a great refem-- ' 
biance *0 the fhort-t^ailed Thi^ui^es (Breves)^ 

our nomenclatprs haVe improperly cb’h- 
founded with'the Hl^t^i^l^ii^I^^3: but as the fhort- 
tailed Thruihes inhabit the Philippines, the Mo
luccas, the iiland of Cey'loii, Bengal, and Mada- 
gafcar, it is more than probable that .they are 
not of the fame race with the-Anters of Ame
rica. Thefe appear indeed to conl^itute a. new 
genus, for which we are wholly indebted to< 
M. -de Manoncour, whom I have fo often cited 
for his exienfive knowledge of foreign birds : 
he has prefented above an hundred and fixty 
different fpecies to the Royal cabii^^t; and , has 
alfo -been fo obliging as to communicate, 'to me 
all the obferv^stlLD^is which he. made in his voy^r 
ages to Senegal and 'A^meI^ica. I have on many

. B B y. occa-’ »

    
 



THE A NT .ER S. .
occafions availed myfelJf of tliia information ; 
and in particular I havr<^- formed entirely from it 
the ‘hiftory of the Ar^tei^s- i '

In French Guiana, and indeed in all countries 
where natural hiCtory.is little known, names ' are' 

, applied to animals froni the flighteft analogies. 
This has been the- cafe with the Anters : they 

- were pbferved to perch feldom, and run. like 
■ Partridges j but as they were inferior to thefe 

birds in tfize, they ■ were di^lirguiihed at Ga-- 
.■yeuhe.h.y the appellation of Little Cartridges.

. But thefe birds are neither Partridges, not 
Blad^birds, nor ihort-tailed Thruihes • only they 
refemble the laH in their chie^ external chai^a^c* 

» ters. ' Their, k^g^s, arej long j their’ tail hnd wings 
fliort ; the nail of the hind-toe morp’hooked, 
and longer than thofe of the/ore-l^c^es ; the bill 
ftrait and lengthened ; the upper-mandible fcal-r 
loped at its extremity, which bends at the junc
tion of’the-lower mandible, arid pfoje<ds .about 
a. line beyond it j ■ but their .tongue is Ihort, and ' 
befet. at the tip with fmall cartilaginous and 
flelhy thr^eads.. Their colour^j^^are. alfo very dif- 

j fer.e.ntfj . and it is very probable that their ,i,n- , 
iiihits are diifimilar, lince they inhabit wi.d<^I^- 
j^i{i:ant climates. When we defcribed the .ihort- 
tailed^- Thruihes, we were unable to give any 
account of their natural . hab^t^!^,, fince ,no

, , velhlrs, had taken notice of them, and therefore 
• wc jct^not draw comparifon with; thofe of

tlie.A^merican A^n^ter^s. _ '
In
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. la general the Anters keep in flocks, and feed 

Upon fmall infefT^s, and chiefly ants, which are 
for .the moil pai't- fimiliar to thofe 'of Europei

I They are almo^ always found upon the ant
hills, which in the interior tra£is of G 'uiana,.ard 
more than twenty feet in diameter, and • whofe 
infedl nations retard the extenflon of cultivation, 
and,even confume the provifions of life.

There are feveral fpecies of Anters, whicdi,* 
though very different in appearance.^, often aifo- 
ciate ; the large ones and the fmall, the
long-tailed and the ihort-tailed,-are found on the 
fame fpor. Indeed, if we. except • the principal 
kind, which .are very few, it is rare to find in 
the re^ two ’fubjedls perfed^^y alike- j’ and we ' 
may fuppofe that this diverfity arifes- from the 
intermiXtufe”of the fmall ones : fo that we mull; 
t^ega^i^c^' • {hem as- mere . varieties, and not diftindt 
fpecies. • 1

' In all thefe birds the wings .and tail 'are very 
Ihort, and —t^<^r^i^ff^^•€^•'ill calculated ' for flying-; 
acc^irdingly ’onl^ trip along the ground,
^nd; hop amonj^'the low branches and though 
^^ively and •a<:lire, they never ihoot througi^'the. . 
i^iir'"
•' The voice of ' the Anters is varlous’in the dif- 
ferentt'fpecies, and in fome it is. very Angular. 
' A^s’ 'infeds are the chi^ef food of thefe birds, 
"tK^eyfeek the folit'ary trads where thofe are not - 
molelt’ed by ‘the intrufion of man, and fwarm in 
abundance. They live in the thickeft -and the

B B .3 remotefl;.1''

    
 



374 - THE ANTERS.,
remotef^ forefts, and never vifit the favann’as, 
the cleared grounds, and ftill lefs the neighbdu^r- 
hood of plantations, ifhey employ dry herbs 
carelefsly interwoven in the conftru£;ion of their 
hefts, which are hernifpherical, and 'wo, three, 
or four inches in diameter, and fufpdnd ‘t'l^em by 
the two ftdejs'” on the buihes, two or three deeit 
fr^bni the ground. They lay three or four eggS, 

, which are almof:’rpund.' ‘
The flelh of mo^ of thefe birds is unpalatable 

■ foodj and has an oily rank tafte, and when 
opened, the; digefted mafs of ants, and of' other 
infedls they fwallow, exhales a putrid ofFehfive 

' fmell. * \

- i
, ■ The KING OF THE ANT^E^'RS..

F- I i ’
Le Rd des_Fcus^i^ilii^rs, BuiF.

Rex, Gmel. 
bureaus rius, L^th. Ind. ■
The King Thri.J}}, Lath. Syn.

Firfl Spec^'itss, ''
This is the largeft and the Itidft unfrequent 

of all the birds of this genus.f It is he^Vei^ feeh in 
. flocks, and feldbm in pairs ;* and as it is gehef^tllTy 

alone among the others, and is lafgef tWAh tlienii 
ifis called The King of the' AnteAf^^X^p're the 
more efltitled 'to that appellat^ioli/a’s it ii'fefs* Ah 
uncommon diftance to'cither birds^'i^nd evi^i^'tO* 
tl^tofe of its \)\^-n kind. If fo excellint. Ah ob^/ 
ferveF as M. de Manoncour-had ' not ic^r^imuhi-

■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' . • r •'
catcd ’the details of its manner of living, ,^0' di^

' cover
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f « '

■cover it to-be an Anter, from the mere infp,ec^^* 
tion; would Jaj^^ve be€:> almoft imfflfible,y for .its 
biil. is thicker, and differently iliaped fro^n; that 
of all-the Ol^i^irs. This bird is generally on the 
ground, ;nd is far frpm , being fo lively as the 
reft, who hop around.it. It ^^equents the fame - 
fpots, and feeds alfp upon infe£ts, effecially ants. 
The female, as ,in all the other fpecies .,^f^ this 
genus, is larger than the male^< - i • f
. Its length -frpnij ^e point of‘the bill to the 

end the tail is feven inches ap3j a hal^ ;• its' 
•)il!] is brown, fomewhat hooked, foA^rtt^e^’l^^n^es 
long, ^pd five, lines^ thick at the' bafc^.^^yl^ikh is 
‘hefet with fmall-whiik^c^i^sr; the wings'extend the 
whole length of the tail, which-is only four^teen' 
lines ; ,th;.j^egs are^b^oAvn, and two incfieSskmnj.

The 'under-fide of the body is vai-ie-gated with 
brown ru^o^u;, blackiih, and white *' the rufous 
brown is the pre.do^^n;^i^t,.colour as far as the- 
belly, where it grows dilute, ‘.and the whitifh 
prevails. Two white bars defcend from the cor
ners .of-the bill along -with the dufky jh;de pf^^he 
throat and nettle: on the breaft is a^whileifi^pt 
ne^^ly triangular, The upper-fide of the 
•s brown rufous, ihaded with black and white, 
except on the. rump and tail, where the' colpur 
is ‘ uniform.-^The fize and the tints are iUbjedt to 

-‘Vj^ry in difTerent ‘ ipecimens, and we have only 
defcribed here the moremfual affearances. [Aj

[A] Specific charafter-of the Burdas RexIts plumage con- 
“ fil^s of brown and rufous ;• below more dilute ; the back 01 it.s 

head lead-coloured j its front vaiaegated with white and 
B b' 4 . '"h - ,
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^urdiu Cyan:^irus, GineU 
Blue-tailed --path.

' Second Species,

We have defcjribed this bird after the Black
birds, and have,r^c^thing to add to the former 
account.' We remarked that it was undoubt:e(^ly 
not a Blackbird ; and from its external appear-' 

. ance it ought to be ranged among the An^t^ei^S.
■ We are unacquainted with its It is

rare in Guiana, but was, fent however from 
thence to Kl. IVauc^i^it. "

1 .

• I ,

The GREXIT B E L F RYf.

Be Grand Befroi, Buff. 
idiTdlus liintiens, Gniel. 

Tbe Alarum iThruJ^:, 'La^i.

Th'ii^d Species,

' We apo^y the epithet of Great only to dif- 
tinguifll it from another fmaller fpecies i for' its 
totaMength exceeds not, fi% inches and a hal^; 
its tail is fixteeri lines, . Uui^^ projects* l^x lines be-» 
yond ■ the wdngs . its bill is elevem lines, black 
above and white ■below, and three lines and a 
hal^ broad at the balTej the legs are eighteen 

. ' lines
' »
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lines long,, and, as well as the toes, are of a 
light lead-colOur. . • ' • '

The tints vary m almoft ‘ each individual, and ' 
the, dimenfions .^ire alfo variable * j—we have 
Heated the average. >

In this fpecies the females are much larger 
than the males, and HU more difproportioned 
than in the firft fpec'ies: in this refpe^ the 
A^r^l^<^]^i^refemble the birds of prey.

. What moil remarkably diftinguifli.es this ' bird, . 
which we have ■ named Belfry is, the fingular 
found that it makes in _ the evenings and morn
ings ; this refembles the did of an alarum-bell. 
Its voice is fo ilrong, that it can be heard at a 

.great dillance, and one would hardly fuppofe it 
emitted by fo froall a bird. The fucceflipn of 
founds, which is'as -rapid as the quick il^i^ole^^ 
of a -bell, continues about an hpur. It appears 

.to be a fort _ of call fimilar to that of the Pair- . 
tridges, only it is heard 'at all feafons, and every 
day, at the rifing of the fun, and before his 
fetting : however, as the period of love is not 
fixed in thofe hot climates, the Partridges, as 
well as the.Anters, have their call in every fea
fon indiferiminately.

The King of the Antersa^nd the Belfry Sre the 
only birds of the genus that are palatable'food, j^SA]

* In fome individuals, the 'upper-mandible; though fciillopcii 
and' a little hoolccd, exceeds not the under. -

[A] Specific character o^ the Turdus Tiimhns■:—« It is br^^^n' 
» * above, white below, its breaft fpotted with black, its, tail’ 

** equal.”
The*
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•The S MALI^- BELFRIT.

Le Petit Befroi, BuflV ' ,
^urdus ^^n^e^iusf Gifiel. " • ■
^^Ihe Speck^i^ii Thrujb, Lath. .

VARIET^...
Its length five inches and a hallT; the'upper- 

of the body is olive, whiCh' grow^s^ 'more 
dilute on the rump ; -the tail, of which Jthe 
quills are brown, as well as thofe of the wings, 
exceeds thefe by ten' lines ; the unde^-part of 
the throat is white, and the feathers below' be^ 
come gray,' and fpotted with ruf^y bfdvyn' as .far 
as the belly, which is entire^^ tJuny T^ifowii.' "

. Froth this defcription it is eafy to perceive the 
',^^riking refemblance of colours between . this 
bird.and the Gi^eat Belfry, and the figure is-pre- 
cifel;y the fame. -

Tli«

    
 



t -379 J

The p'^-LIIKOUR^, or AN TER,
■ properly Jo called.

• •
7urdus Formici-voirujt, Gmel. 

Ant 77.iruJ//"LLXti.t ‘t
Fourth Slp^ec^ics.

s
It is near fix inches long.; its body ^n^ot fo 

, thick as that of the Little Belfry, and its bill 
longer than in that ■fpt^c^^^.j.it^s iris red^i(^,.and' 
its . ey^(^!^, encircled by ,a ikin of fky-blue.; j;he 
Jegs and . the ' lower mandiblq pf tlie .famel

. The -.thrpat, the fore-part oj the neclk,., apd 
the tpp, pe the .ibreafl;, are covered with^^a cfevat 
of-b^h^t^lite with„a .black and whitc--,l^c^r(^<er, .^wliick' 
extends'behind tlleeoeeli and l^rpis. a half-collar,; 
the reft, of thp .under-part of the^^ body is 
cinereous. . e

The ■ birds .of this.f^e^cies are. very lively, but ' 
fly not more than the others in open ■ ain; they 
climb among the buihes like magpies, expand
ing the feathers et^e ’̂er tail. .

They make a fort of quavering, interrupted 
by .a feeble cry, which is abrupt and ihrill. • 

. Their eggs-are brown, and nearly as large as 
thofe of fparrows ; the great end is fprinkled 
tvith fpots of a deep brown .; the neft is thicker ' 
and dofer interwoven than thofe of the other 
AnterB,.and is covered externally with. more- 
than one layer of mofs. -

' The
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»Ihe COLMA, Buff' .

tardus Col^a, Gmel. '
_rhe Lath.

' .The. Colma may likewife be con'fidered as a 
' variety of the prec.e<ding, or, as a clofely-r^e^^ateT' 

ipe^cKJs" : all the plumage of its body is brown ; bil
low it is brown-gray, and on the belly cinei*e^c^us^^j 
'only on the lower-part of the head, behind thi 
neck,-xhere is a fort of rufous half-collar, and theV 
throat is white, dotted, with.brown-gray. "We ' 
have formed its name from this- laft
cha]^:^^<der. In fome fubjecSls the f^t^f^^iis half*

. cotiar is wanting.
t

.The ‘ T E' T E' MA,

Turdus Colr^c^t 'Vaxiet'Y,

■ This is a native of Cayenne, and feems to • 
ir^Je^roble rauch.the pr^eceding, not only in fize, 
which is the fame, and in fhape, which is nearly 
fimiloT, but in the, . difpofition of the colours, - 
•^Ihich are almoft the fame on all the uppeir-part 

'■^f- the body.' The greateft difference occurs on 
the throat, the breaft, and the belly, which are 
blackiih brown : whereas in the Colma, the 
origin 'of -^-he neck .and throat are white, varie-

■ . - gated
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gated -with fmall brown fpots, and the breaft • 
and bell^ are aih-gray, which would induce us 
to fuppofe Aihat the difFeirences are only fexuaL ' 
In that cafe I ihould'r^eckon the Tete ma ' as the 
male; and the Colma as the female, becaufe its 
colours are generally more' dilute. ’

The CRESTED ANTE^R.

Lte FturmiU^ie Bufl*.
Cirrbaius, Gmel. 

TSt Black-creJtied Tbrttjb, Lath.

Fifth Species, .
The average length of this bird -is near iix ‘ 

inches ; the upper-part the head is decorated, 
with long black feathers, "'^hiic:h it can ere£t at' 
pleafure like a cri^ft; the iris js black, the unde:i^^ 
part of the throat is covered with black and 
white fea^l^i^i^rj; the breaft and <he under-part of 
the ne,ck are black j —all the reft of the body is' 
af^^-gray. • . i .o-

The tail is two inches fcnur linesdn lengjtl,,'' ahd 
coiififts twelve; tapered quills *,■ edged and 
tipt with.w^hite, and exceeds the wings an inch, 
whofe fuperior coverts are tipt .with white, and, 
in'fome fubj^d^^^ they are of the general colour . 
of the bod^, or aih-gray.

‘ * In all the fpecies of the Anters, the tail is more or lefs taper- 
thofe which have*lt larger than^he reft, have-It alfo thinner, 

aad-tlie quills weaker. ' . ' -
' 12 . , The

. *
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. The female has alfo -a, crel^, or ratli^^tlie fame 
long feathers on the he^id,,- but they are rufous, 
and its plumage differs from that of ^ae male, in
nothing except a .flight fhade of ruily upon the 
gray* ■ 1

Thefe birds have a cluck like that of Ji pul^^t;
- they lay three eggs % 'and breed feveral times 
annually.

• M. de Ma^noncour found in the month of t^^ecer^lier feveral 
young- of thisTpeeiCs ready to.f^y. He tried in vain to rear fome 
of the^; for they all died in the fpace of four days, though they 
atc Very heartily crumbs of Ijread.

'■ The WHITE-FARED ANTER.

Urdus Anrtasi Gmel.
Pipra Lei^icoi^is, G'mjel. ,
^he W/^i^^-eared Manakin, Lath, 
The Wi^i^^^-eared Phrujh, Lath..

' Sixth Species.
■Jt is four inches nine flijies in length 5 the 

n'pper-part of the head is brown, an'd the lower 
fides of the fore-pai^t^, of the head and throat, 
•j^i-e black h a fiflall bar of Ihining white ftretches 
froni the pj^li^i'ior angle of the eye to below the 
head, where the feathers are broader and longer 
than thofe -of the head. ‘ ' 1 ■

There is'nothing remai^:^i^l^l(j’'in the teft of 
the.*p!ur^^a<^(t: the C^lc^^ur of the uppei'-part of 
the body 'is an unpleafant ‘ mixture o-f olive .arid

T.} rufly.
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ruil'y. 'Theifuperior part of the unde^ir-^l^des of' 
the 'body is rufous, and the refl gray. '

The tali, is -^^teen lines in lengtt^^; the wings 
extend its whole leng^li; the legs are brown ;..th'e 
habits of the bird are the fame as thofe of the■n o

^^ireci^<ti^iigikihds. *' -
1 ’

The , C H I M E R. .

La BuF.
Turdus TitttiiinabuU^tt^^, Gir^el. 
^ardtu Cam]^i^i^)^l^la, Lath. Ind. 
7be Cht'minig Thrujh, Lath. Sya.

^S^eeventh Species.t ‘
The total length of this'bird is four.incheis. 

•s^r^d.a half, and its tail projeQsvnine lines be-, 
yond the wings. ; . , • •

Befides the habits common to the -Anters, the 
Chimer has others peculiar tb'itfelf: it haunts ' 
the grounds where’the-a^nts' abound, ibut does 
not intermingle with the reft it, generally for^ma 
foiali^f fepatate partie's of four or f^:t: j they hojy 
about and utter a.very fingular cry, exad^Uy^^iike ' 
the chime pf thi^ee' different-l^or^e^d' beill^: their 
v^oie'e 'is, fonprous, confidering the finallnefs of 
their fize. We might fuppofe that they fing the:^!; 
partSp-though it is likely that each founds fucc'^lT- 
fivejy.tfiC'three -notes j but we are not certain, a,,? ' 
i&Q perfon has ever been- -at the’trouble f to dpo 

' mefticate
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mefticate them. , Their voice . is hot fo loud as 
that of the Gi^eat Belfry, .which is, indeed equal 
to th^t-c^f,a bell of confiderable fize; and the 
Chimers are not 'audible farther than
fifty paces, while the Be^^:fry may be heard at the 
diftance of hal:f a league. 'ThefC .birds con
tinue their chiming without inT^i^i^^ffion. for' ■ 

whole hours.
• The fpecies is very rare, and found onl^ in 
the ftill forefts, in the heart of G^is^r^s^r [A]

t ' *
£ A] Specific charafter of the Chime;r, Turdus : •
“ Its crown and temples white, fpotted with hlaclk, its eye

** hrows hlack, its chin wh^te, its hreafl carnation, fpo^ted wiH 
. « ; its hack, its wings, and its -tail, hro^oj its rump, its

he^^Iy, and vent, oi-i^i^n^e-rufou;^.”

The B ' A M L ' A, 
/ *

^urdus-Bamha, Gmel.
STXr Blai^f^^winged ''^fhrujki Lath.

■ Eighth Species,

We. have given it -this name, becaufe there 
is a white tranfverfe bar on each wing (bands- 
blanche), The habits of the bird ' are unkn<^^^n’; 
•hut from its refemblance to the other. Anters, 
I ihould infer that it belor^g^si to the fame genusi 
though ftill a ■dlli;ir^£k fpecies. ,

‘ Befides thefe eight fpeci^i^f^^.i^lf ^r^t^ers, we have 
feen three others which were brought froiax
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Cayei^ne, but without the leaft account of their 
natural habits. [A],

[A] Specific charafter of the Turdus Bamhla :It is fpottied/ , 
above it is' duiky-rufous, below cinereOus, its wings and
has a tranfverfe white ftripe»” * '

The a k a D

• Turdus Cant^r^s', GmeK 
Tht Mujician Thrujht Lath.'

«
• ■ 'i^his was Called by M. de MationCOur, thd 
Mujician of ; I rather chufe to retain
the name of Arad^aiy which it receives in ita 
native country. ‘ ‘

It is not exafitlj- An ’ A^r^l^eir j but we have 
' j^laced it after thefe, becaufe it - has the fame 

external cha^aQers, though it differs in its ha
bits. It perches upon trees, ,aIrd never alights .

. tui the ground, except to pick lip ants and other 
infeitSj upon which it feeds. It is di^inguiihed 

. fr^om theiti by a r^eitiarkable property ; for all the ■ 
A^nters utter harih cries without an;y , nnol^^l^ationj

■ while the Ar^ada has the mO^ charming war^blc^. 
It conimfences often with the fetfen n'otes ■ of the 
odtave, and theft vdiif^les different foft V^^ied 
airs, which are lower than thofe of the Night- - 
ingale, and more like the breathing of a fweet 
tbned flute : 'and it is laid to excel even that ce-* *

' lebrated chorifter of ■the grove'in delicate tender
. 'vbi^.. IV. c c melody.
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nrelody. ,, It has alfo a fo^* of whiftle, refembUng 
that by which-a perfon calls' M^^n another : tra
vellers; frequently mi^al^<’, thiS' found, and, by 
following it, they are Jed tnOre ailray ; ;for as 
they approach, the bird coatiudUHy recedes,.and 

' whiilles at interv^als. '
„ The Ai^ada avoids fettled fpots it lives ’ 
alone in the depth of the vaft fci^e^^s, and the 

. foftnefs of its melody feems-in fome mei^fi^reep
• relieve the gloomy IFiiilnVfs around. It is dne pf-

^^he very few birds in the World ' which'
Nature has difl^'i'njpiif^e^d' by the charrhs iti,,-
fong. But the fpecies is not numei^oujs; and ' 
the traveller ma;y • freqhef^l^^^' p'Qrfue his, pat^lefs 
jpurney without meeting a 'iingle Ar^ada to footh • 
his fytnpathetic gfoonh. ‘ *

. The colours .ofj its .plurnage^correfpond not 
with the richnefs of its fong ; they are dull and- 
obifcure.—TTtt^e total length is • fotli-'inches, ulitf 
the 'tail is“ridiated' tr^a^fv<3i^i‘el;y'W^i^i^i^* rulo^U^,, 
brown, arid blackifh j—it es^<:l^l^ds‘ the Rings' ^;yl 
leven^line^i . *1.1,.

’• To\'the • 'Aura^t^i^* we may .refer a 'bird-'Wlhc ’̂n- 
Mauduit fheWed-to Us”: it refembles that-'iti the ' 
J^ength ;and ihape-<^jF its bill','the fofm' '<^^f it^ tail,, 
the'lc^ngth its legs,, in having foiriwe KvhiteJ
fe'aj^l-^ers’ r^iixed with the brow^ii^' 'Pnes oh' thP' iide^S' 
of 'the rie^lk; the' fize is nearly equal; arid thet- 
Ihape fiiiiilar but the tip <€>fTfs^ bilh is • 
hook:l^d.' J^ts throat is whi^l^e,- with a half-d^Hl^ir’' 
of. black below', . and ite phi-mage ir»•unif^^iii^^^ 

' ■ and
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afia tlof ftriped with brown lines, as in' the 
Ai^ada, whofe throat arid under-part of its neck 
are redi Wc may prefume ther^ei^c^r^e^, that this 
bird i§ either a di^ii^i^ variety of the 
or ae^o^ntig^uo'us fpecies, fmce. it inhabits Gayen'ne j_ 

being unacquainted w^t^li. its habitsj 
' we iK^^'Qot at prefent prefume ^to dec^t^<^''‘the 

matter. [A]V

chi^i^j^iEicr of the- i — " It is
’• tro^wn^-ruO^as-, v^’ieg^a^i^ed with -blackiih tranrverfe fi:real^s> be* 

low partly ' white} its’Chin, i^ts cheeks, and its -throait, .orange* 
xoUoQ} a black Upace fpotted with white qn fide of ,t!he

** necik?’ '•, ■
. ........................................... 1 t 

L ' '

The NIGHTINGALE ANtErS.

Les' ̂ ounmilUrt Bu^.-
i > f J * ,r ' I

.|ln the-ir,external -figure thefe bir^dscare i^cttef*. 
mediate , -j^he ' A^r^t^ers', and the, Nightia*
gabes.b their billja^nd feet. are like thofe the - 
A^n^t^t^rS) and their long tail refembles that of thej 
Nightingale's. They -.live in flpcks. iq the vaR 
fqrefts of, Guiana j* they run upon ihe grpund’ 
and;hop amon^^* the low branches,; -but f^y - not 
in pperi air j they, ^eed upoft ants and other • 
fmall infe<its - ; A^'ey ate very ninrble, )yid when 
thqy frifk about^f make a fort of quaverin^g^b
ftipr^(eeded by- feeble ihrill cry, which-they repeat’ 
feyeraf -times when they .coll upon -eJbc'h other. > >

'Wtt knowr. only tw^o.,fi^t^<^i<^s^„t -
* '

\ c 1 The
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C >0 R A Y A,

^urt^us Cbraya, 
^The Barred-tail Thr^^sh Ijati

^Fiirji p^pec'iesi
We have given it this name, ^jccaufe its t.art 

is radiated tranfverfely with blackiih (c^ueue\ . 
i^ayes), The length isii^ye inches and £ h^l*, 
^<^n* the. point of the bilF to the end of the tail 
,the and ' the fore-patt of the, neck
"lihite:} the‘ brea^ is lefs*-whitei ^nd receives a. 
cinereous ilild’e; there is a little o^^ ruf^y 'Unc^ejh 
the belly and on ^the thighs ; the head is bll^ck^ked 
the'Uppeir-pai^t:.'^^ the bQd^d-yhtUoiujj^l^browh;; 
tail is tapered, and two inches _lc>ngj,^^]n^^i^h*^pnh6 
at • leaft -.e^ij^l^iteen linesr,be;yond h.l}P~ wings j jthe 
hind nail as 4n. the, A^Jterri^^ rthef lopgef^-and
ltrong^ile^^ alili

The AL' API,
Tnrdus Gmel.
The.Black-^f^i^i^(^^t^^ThruJ}, L^t^h.

, Second Species,
' It is rather larger than the j^i-eceidirig, .being' 
fix inches loi^jEg: its throai, the fore-part of its ’ 
neck* and' breaft are..bla.ck; the reft of the under- \ 
part of the boc^^y cin^jre<^,^U3; <n oJi^^e-brow.n 13

' ' ' fpread
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fpread over the 'uppeir-part of the head, neck, 
and bacCk; the reft of the upp’ei^-part of the 
body is deeper cinereous thanjthat of the belliy: 
there is a white fpot oii the middle of the ■ back ; 
the tail is blackifh and fomewhat tapered, pro- 

^Jedting one inch and a ha^lf beyond the wings, ■ 
the qUfiissQf which are brown above and below, 
and the fup^lw coverts are of a very deep bro^n, 
dotted with white, whence its name Al<api f ailes . 
Piquetees' j

The female has not the white fpot on the 
back J its throat is white, and the ■ reft ‘of Al^e 
under-part' of the body rufty, whh ^-gray, 
feathers on the fides of the lower-.b^^^^y, 2tod on 
what Torm the inferior coverts the tail ; ■ the 
p’diriJs of* the coverts of the wirig;s' are alfo ruft^j^j 
and thatr'.o^ Jthe 'Uppei^^^art of theJ^j^i^^y is ■ not fp 
dJefJ'aV in the Inate/ ' ' < • ' . »
"''’iTliele ■ ihade^, a'tid even the colours th^^m-f. . 
leiy'e'Jj'^ ’̂aify in'different Ti^lb^^s, as we have had, 
occafion to obferve with regard to' 'the ■A^rtl<erJl;

e c 3
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The . A G A,M I ' A#
. Pfipb>ia Crepita^is, Xian. Gmel« and

, Grus Pfopbia, Pall.
Pbc^^c^nus A^^l^'illarum, BriT.
L'QiJidu Trom^rtte, Defer. Surin. ‘
The Golii-btreaJ^ed Trumpe^^r, Lath.

o avoid confufion, we fhall reilore to tins 
bird the name of Agamic which it has ever 

received in its native region. In a preceding ' 
part of the prefent work, we were deceived by 
the'account of Father Dutertre, and have men
tioned ■ ic the appellation of ; but
that, term was bellowed liy Maregrave upon a ' 
bird of pi'e^5^. totally different from the Aganii, 
' , Natu^jfalifts have entertained th^- inol^ oppo^te 
opinions wi^th^-R*egard to 'this bird. Dutertre 
fuppofes it to be a Pheafant j 'Barrere reckons '', 
jt a Wild Hen j Pallas terms it a Crane ; and 
Adanfon feems to infmuate that it is a large 
aquatic bird of the genus of the Lapwing, be- 
caufe its knees ^^re prominent, and its hind-toe .* 
i^ placed a little higher than the three fore-t^o^e^s,^' 

. and becaufe it appears the intermediate kind 
.j^c^ttyeen. the Jfc^cana and. the ’ i

' '' > , ‘ ‘
* It is , called Trompt^i^^ero \i'y the Spaniard's of the ' ptdvin«^<^,.oiF 

1 /g^aw by tH Fre^t^h, at,^ayenne. ' • .1 i

' But.
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But the Agami is quite a diilinflt race. It re
fembles indeed the aquatic birds in the charac
ter which Adanfon has propei^J^^y _remarked, and ' 
alfo the greeniili colo-^jr the legjs; hut its
nature is entirely different. It inhabits the arid 

>. tr^ountains, and the upland forefi^is; and never 
vifits th«;^''ftns, or the. margins of water.—We 
have here ailhther example of the - errors . into . 
which artificial fyll^ems lead. .

Nor is it a Pheafant or Curaffo ; for not only 
are its legs and thighs different, but its toes and 
nails are much iliorter. Still more is it widely 
feparated from the Common Hen ; and. it can
not be ranged with the Cranes, fince its bill, its 
j^eclk, anc^ its legs, are mqch fhorter than in the . 
aquatic birds.

The Agami is. twenty-tw,o inches long j its 
bill, which.is exajdly like that of the gallinaceous • 
tribe, is twenty-one lines ; its tail is yery Ihort, 
not Exceeding three inches and one-fourth, and. 
is concealed by the fuperior coverts, and doies 
not proje<it beyond the. wingjj; its legs, are five 
inches high, and completely covered, with fmall 
fcales, as, in the other gallinaceous' birds, and 
thefe •fcales reach two inches above the .knees, 
which are not feathered. , * '

j The whole of its head-, its throat, 'and the 
"^]^]per hal^ of its .neck, both above and below, are 
covered with a fhort down, which Is very dofe, 

1-^nd feels very folf ; the fore-part of the lower 
furnace of the neck, and the breaft, are .covered 
- . c c 4 wdth,..
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with a beautiful gorget four inches broad,' -^I^ofe 
briljiarit colours vary between greeny gold green, 
blue, and violet.; the upper-part of its back, and 
the .(^c^ntiguous portion of its r^lk7"7irC'’Tri.n • k ; 
the plumage changes on the .I'fle
back Into a tawny-i^ui^ous ; butjall the npd i - 
fide of the body is black, and a^io iHC witiri 
and the tail ; only the great feathers wbidiTex,* 
tend on tl\e ruipp and the tail, are light af^- 
coloure^ ; ♦tie legs are greenifh.

'• u The ‘ nomenclatt^irs’* have alfo confounded the 
Agami with the Macucagttia 6f' Marcgrave, 
which is' thci;great and -of v^Tiich y^© '
fliall treat in the following article, undec,, 
iiame of - l^i^a^ma, ■ Adahfon is the fi^^tft ‘who de*'

ZY ' j' r( ® • • •' ’ ' ■“tected this error. • - i . ii. jin.'
'' Pallai 't and ‘■^cifma^er'l; haVe'accurately^iafce^-i 

tained the fin’guIa^'pOWer which 'ttit^i ‘ bird ha's* ‘ of’ 
, emfttins..

». I .(
i^arrore, BrilTn,,)ypfm;^<^ir, , &Cj, ,

f M which withnut the breaft Is, nf tlih .thitiKnc^fs Of
a^rt^aiv’s quijU/and bni^^, grows much tenderer at-^ts en-

^^tj^i^nnc^,iii^t<^;ithe breaf:, In^^fcjr, .and cartilag^mnus, whence p^i^nceed 
twn fe^i-^f^y^lin^j^ical canals fnrmed nf membranes, and capable nr 

' extenfinn. ' ' A ■
. if’he,^p^rfl^ag . omthe,right-lide defeends tn the pelvis, and
withi^n, the j^-rpaft' jt is . divided intc three' nr fnur cells .by .tranfverfp 

- rnembf^nn.us ,<Uapl^i^agms. Tha^tnn tne hcft-fidc is much narrower, 
an^Xertipinates in the Inins.”, Zoolog.' p, 71. , '
•/ if and remarkable . prnperty .nf thefc birds
pcnfilts. ■ in ,the wnnderful ncife which tliey nften m-aCfj/eitlicr nf 
theniiie^^yes, nr. when^uirged by the keepers nf the menagerie.!I dn' 
notj won'jer that .hitbertc they have heeti fup^Gfed’ tn jfoj-m'yhi^^ 
lhrough the anus. . It cnft me'ne little trouble tn ' cnnVihc'e 'r^yyi^lif 
nf the ca^n^.n^i^'y. Tctuucce^c^^ nne mufi'b'e nn the ground  ̂' dndwllH*

1 ' ■ . • ■ j •• I .’i- V i. 'a 1It
1 Tn - .
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emitting a dull hollow found, which was fup-^r 
' pofed to come from the, anus*, and have difco-v 

* M. Ae la Condamlne t^nterta'uicd this opinion. Fo^ya^ge des 
il^mK^oos, p. 175. , ■
w«' ............. .. ■ ' "7 ■ ' I "J ■ . 'J ' " 1^.— .

. a bit of bread ent'i'td the bird to tome near i then make the noife, 
-iVituh the keepers can well imitate, and often difpofe the Agami to 

.repeat it. I.>his equivocal noife is fometimes 'preceded by a favage 
cry, interrupted Ly a found approaching that offcherck,to 
which fucceeds the hollow fingular noife in queHtion, which .th- 
fembles fomewhat the moran of pigeons. In this way it utters five, 
fix, or feven times, with precipitation, a hollow noife emitted from 
within its body, nearly as if one pronounced tsu, ton, ioti,‘tou', iot, 

tnouth ihut, .TelUng upon the laft ir. .. a very long * 
time, and'terminating by inking gradually with the fame n^^e. 
This found aifo refemblcs much the lengthened doleful noife which 
the Dutch'bakers make, by blowing a glafs't^i^i^mpet,' to inform 
theth cullomers' when the bread comes out t^lf the, oven. This 
fqund, ,415,f have qlready faid, iffucsjiot from the anus ; yet I am 
very confi^^'nt, that it is formed by a flight' opening jJhe bill,
and by a fort of lungs peculiar to almoft all birds^^-though ot'n dif- 
fercn^fortnl T^hiis alfo the opinion of M./Pa^las, who' heard it 
often ,y^itlia^e, aqdjto ' whom I gave one of the dead birds for dif- 
fpiflion.” ihe do^ or has' commun'ii^iated to ' me his obfeTvaitit^n'S'' 
with T<^ff^^ to the internal f:r^^ure of the ani^^il, for which 1 am ' 
much obliged-^to him. “ The wind^p'ip^j,” fays he, “ before its 
entrance into tlie breaft, is as thick aS a large writing-pen", 
and quite cylindrical. In the breaft it becomes ' cartilag’inous, and , 
divides in'to tvyio’ fe^^-cifcuiaT canals, \rhich pafs through the lungs,'' 
tie left One being very jhoft, but the right one Teaching the'bottomk 
pf the lower bell^y, aqd parted by tfanfverfe membTanes into thtee' 
ot foiir lobes.” •

T^hefe lungs' therefore dre undoub^<^(^!y ihe inf^i-u't^^i^n‘'df the 
various cries emitted by birds. The air prelTd'l^^‘ the imgulfiv^ 
ailtlon of the fibres, feekS to efeape through the large branches of 
the' fleihy Jilngs, and meets n^ith an' obfiriiftion fr^r^ thb little elaftid 
mdmt^rands■,' which produces 'pulfations, the origin ' of alt forts 'of 
foii^^r^^sst. ' T^i^t, what 'above all convinces us that this noife proceeds ’ 
noiifrom'. fhe anus, if 'a perfon obferves attentively when the bifd 

it, he will perceive the breaft and belly' to heave, and,' the' bill' 
tO.p3^eni*OIn^,vi'il^^. ^yosAmJlti^iJani,'I'jGi. " “ ,

Memoires de l’Acitdernie des 'Sciences, myiec 17'53, pI293•
vered
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vercd that this is a mi-ftaken notion. ‘We fhalh 
Onl)* obferVe that in many birds; as well’ as in 
the ‘Agami, the windpipe is bon;^' at its opening,' 
and- becomes cartiJaginous-in its defcent/and iiv 
general the cries of fuch birds are deep j'biit the:!'" 
are alfo rnany birds on th" Ol^isir'hand wjyarfe- 
windpipe is' cartilaginous at its rife, jttfd ter'miU 
nates bony in the breaft, and -theje hafe cdni^~ 
monly ibrill notes. ‘

T^e^^bdd lort of noi fe. which -this bird mak^e^s',- 
is’proliably owing to the extent of iiings, and! 
the ca'j^jic^iity '<^lf theii* ‘membranoUs ":c'le. 
is un^e^ceffai'y to fuppofe ’with Vc^l^^ha"r, that thd 
Agaftii is-ebliged to open 'its bill a little'in-ordei' 
to give pa^fTaage to the four^dj'for any fud'^^i^* 
motion'in tHe bowels is communicated'through , 
the-m^feles , and teguments' to ' the '‘ej^nsrnai airj 
which conv^'^;s’‘e the impulfc to' thl ea'r. We havd 

' cfr<^n(^c^(^£^fidn to notice this c’ircumftance and 
'it Spp^J^^i^js'to be prej^dii^c'‘thfti^' the'founda.'f^rr^-f 
duced by'animals are always tranfmitted t^hiohgh 

, li^e throat, or through the-aUi^^(^ip^i^i-y banal. Not 
,s this.jp^ecies of ventriloquifm reclilialr to-the 
A^gami j 'the 'CuraiTo '*w^thoutJe^]re"nidg its bill 
ifiakes/k ' fimilar hc^IIc^^w found,? wl)icli isl eVert 
r^iofe, articulate and'mc^l^^^;p^c^weI^UT'.- jindded the 
fame prOpferte ice'nas tb obtain, though .iura

. .degneef^5l^^•^^^^r^)y'kinds’’'hind8 ini whiclllith? 
l^ngs*afe '^1^13D^lqiooallyylangeF;tban.•in ‘tb.!eiqu3n - 
jjifipWj;./ The ili^j^i^^e murmql^wv]i;^c^h',che'!I^u^,rk^eyr 
x<yeiketa^-e3•^)efoc<^: hi3(goblie,Itlie -coQt^g, '>bi<?b 
' " ' ’ the.
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the Figeon efF^«^s without motion of the mouth,. 
• are of this nature ;• only in tbefe the found rifes 

near the bottom of the thr^^i^; but in the Cu-' 
ralTo, and in the Hocco, if has its ori
gin deeper.

tin regard ito, the manner in -^l^iich the Agamt 
Jives in tbej^t^rneftio i^ate, I ihall -quote the wprds 
of Vofma^^ir:—“ \Vhen thefe birds are well kept,

■ they are ’attentive to cleanlinefs, and often .peck 
the'feathers of the body and wings with their • 
bU if they frolici with each other, they per-

■ forin all their movements by hopping, and vi<-« 
leOtt^y flapping their -wings. The change of 
food >and of clifliate ce:rta^n’Iy _ cools here, (in

' Holland) their natural ardor for propag^jitic^n.
Xheir .Oor^it^iiry fubfiilence is grain, , fuch aS bpclk- 
wh^eai^,,;2i^Q. ,b^t;they alfo eat fread^iy fmal^.fiih, 

and bread^o This fondnefs for fiih, and the 
iincommon, .lej^i^t^li.o:! their leg^j^. ihew that tht^yr 

^a^i^t^ake of theinature of - the Herons .nd Cranes, 
and that they belong /to the clafs of the.aqcatic 
birds.” We muft obferve here that the fond- 
nefs for fiih is. no prcoft fince pouIii^j, are, as 
^^edy of’hiii^- fort of fcod;^^^^' of any other, 

'^Wliat: relates,” continues Vofmaer,
.with i rerpeCt^^o the gralilude of this bird, may 

put: J^'ahy, (o the bluih'. When taiped, it diflin. 
giiiihes.its maf^er and benelTafdor witih; marks .of 

s ^^i^j^Jt^lBfeidion.f' Having teio^ed one, I had }an op* 
pori^t^it;!^^^! experiencing this myfel^^;; whe>^^jf 
.>f>ened. U^is' caj^teoin the morning, i the kind ..ani

mal
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mal hopped ^^our^d' me,' expanding botl^( 'his 
wings, 'and trimpeting (this is the term .which 
we may employ to cxpi^e^fs' the noife) from his. 
bill, and behind, as if he wiflied ine good 'rmor-; 
ning. He iliewed no lefs attention r^lhen I went 
out and r^etuirned again ; no fooner did he pjer^> 
cfeive me ffom a diltance than he raji' to meet 
me : - and even-when I happened to'^’^fe-in^ boat, 
and fet hiy foot on ihore, he welcomed me with 
th^ fanie compliments, which he referved for.ftie 
alode,'and never bellowed them'^^j^on .oth^I^I^../, i 

, Wiediliall'fuljyoin a numh^r^-t^f'add^ti^nal- fa<^lSi^ 
which w'cre' communicated by M,, de' Mjiiion-^ 
cour.

In- the rf^^^e of haturd the‘'A'gami-..inhAbitd.'^ne ■ 
vaf^ forefis’ .in ’’the wanh 'dimatea, iofrrJAnejrin^.n 
add- ne^^irvilits’th'e cleared grDUiid.s,.i^ilI.lr(sLt^)?l 
fettled fpote. It aflbriatrs di^ numetops flcelts,^ 
and .'^prefers ndt the fWa’mpa drnd; fijiieii of lakes 
fdI^^ 'it^ ie -oftern foflfid 'on ' the mountains, . aoddn- 
liiliy fithi^tiionis'.* It walks and rhnslratbrf than 

'fihce i't-'ieefe* rif<ss» more than.-,aI few feet; 
and obiy ' to’h^ach fonie ihp^l^’ diftarice, lor to gain, ' 
foCn'^* low hr^ao^<hl•. . It fe<rds 'uppoA wild ..fruits, J’r^e 
tbd Cii^affbe, the Ma^^tiihs'y'ahd bther -gitliiacepous. 
birds; '0Whefi lui^i^rifed'i’o■;^tsJ^^^ilot^, • 

. its efrape■' 'by -r^f- ■'feet, ' Teldon:!} ufutg . its^.-
, w^fn■f^s^iai^(d■'ar' the'fam'e Uimei eolit^i '.a. ;JI^^^^}^icryt 
like tho ^c^ftile' Turkej*. '

' Theie d^irc^s’jfcc-ape the’earth 'atl thp ■ *er^)>^§!<>f) 
tbe 'lafge tree^i tp forfn 'a-bed ford^^eIi^/ggjSr;J;A.od'

' rlmplb;y
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cmplo;y no lining, an^ conlf^iruiit no neft. They 
lay eggs, from ten to fixteen ; but th^
numb^ir" is proportioned, as in all other bijrd$j 
the a^<eof the female ; they are almoft fphericalj 
larger than hens eggs, and tinged with light 
greenJ The young A^g^amis .retain t^eeir dow^i^i 

,• or father their >firft-ciiliKS’v^lb’d feathers,-Jnuch. 
longer than our t^hLicl^t^nse’ or infant-partr^i^dges : 
thefe are iometimes near two inches long,- and 
before 'a eertain^' age -the^- might pafs- for animals, 
covered -with iilky haiiree which are clpfe .like 
fuf, and feel foft ;■ the true feathei^<< appearriaot 
till' they have attained the fourth of their full 
growth. , .
’ erhb Agami is not only-teamed -cafily, ..but be

comes ' attached- i tO' its ben<^fa(9:or w^ith . Jill - the 
fondhefs and'^delity Of -dogs ' ; and of this dil-^ 

, pb'fit^iori it ‘ fhews' the mod unequivocal propfs. . 
When bi^rjd up in the hotife* iti -l^iids' its- mallee, 
with careffes, and follows - hi? moiic^isie;, apd^/^f it; 
conceives'a'diflike to -perfons pn acGoqnt of^,tblbiej 
fdrbidding figure, their ■oeenfi^eif'mell,,or^/^]f iq-^ 

' jv^l-i<^^5. received, it -will pu'r^fi^e^.thenx fopijetimes tp' 
a’cO^jTiderabld diftance, - biting their'legs, tef*

, tifying- '(e^er/yymt^rk of difpleafure.-1 It.-_ob-Oysj^tbl^e 
^^^oice ©ffits ma^er, and even.a^u^wers .tn'thee^a^U, 
of all'thofe - to.''whom it bears; no grudge.^-. It is. 
foodlofe^'earefres, and.-offfers its- head- .andene.ck tq 
be ftroked j and if once accuftd^fedito.teefe'’ 
miliarities^i^’r becomes, troublefome,: aptj vtiilli^Oc 

' bpfatisf^^(^.without c^ntinMi^f'ondriuge,Jt.makes 
' its
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i^ts appearance as often as its mafter fits down 
tabl^c^* and begins with drivin^g^. out the dogs and 
cate* and taking pofTeffion of the room : for it 
is fo 'obf^inate and bold, that it never y^'ieT^^JJ- and 
often after a tough battle, can put a middle-'fized 
dog to flight. It avoids the - bites of its' anta- 
gonift by rifing in the air, and- V^^aliates vvith 
violent blows with its bill and ■ nails^aimed chiefly 
at the 'eybs ; and 'after- it gains the 
it pnrfues .t^e-v^^^rofy with' .the uthioft rancour, 
and, .if^iiot parted, 'will deftroy the fugitive. 
By its i^r^t^er^c^ourfe with man, its in^in(2s became- 
mpulded ■ lil^e thofe o\F dogs j- and ■ 'we are af-

\ , I
fared the 'Ag^amis can be trained to ' tend .a flock 
Of ihf^E^pf.i It'even ihews a 'degree of jealoufy 
of its.Tivals'.; ^c^rr/wh^ at table it bites fiercely 
the,naked ^egs -of the hegrrotJi?/ and othe!^' do* 
meAics, who tome- nea^-its mafter. ‘H ' • *

iThe f^^efli ■ o^^/^h^<^ee^bi^i^d/y efpecially’when they 
are-y^o^^n^g^,^. is not ill-flavoured^'but is 'dry, and 
commonly hard;, ■ Tke r-i^ch^ brilliant part of the 
plumage-which-covers the breaft, - iS feparated 
frO’nmthej 'i^cfl^/ and 'p^i^epared for’-tl^^Ornamerits ' 
of dr^efs. .

•M.lDe -la -Borde .has alfo communicated the 
followi^ng^^) iparticulars ' in regard to this l^iird. 

Th’e'AWil^’-Aga-mis,” days hej ‘‘ are difperfed 
“ dn ' the<back count'ry, . and are 'no longer^Vo^i^Old 
“ dPdke■nelghhonrhood ofCa^^^enriiS. - 1 and diey 
“ jare ; vev-yi ' commoii' in'j thg ' ' f^emole /^nfe^:i'ed 

trafiso-. They'aru^ always found in ‘the -ftii/
' n&nfe«
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meijfe foi^efl^s^a in Eocks from ten and.twe^ve toi 
forty. . ; . They Ey from the ground to-tl^^' 
low trees, 'yyherc they .remain ilill, and ia 
fuch/ fttuation the hunters often kilL feveral 
without fearing away the re^... . 1 Some 
perfonp iruitate their hoarfe inurmur fd exaCtly, 
as to.^deco5^, them to their feet. . ... When the

‘C ,]huntersr|^iic(^^ver a flpek of A^g^amis, they de-
^ft; not till they have killed fevei^j^l: thefe birds 

“ feldom or never fly, and their fleih.ds^but 
tt ;oi^<^ii^£^ry, black, and . always hai^d; however, 
‘C tl)at of the young ones is more palatable. .» • 
“ No. bird is fo .eafijy tamed as this, and there 

, “ I are alway^s. many- of them in the' ftreets of 
“ ^f^ajaynne., >They even) roam out of towrn,'
“ butj retuinij in duei- time to' their .ma^e^CH,!. a

• allow one  ̂to come neartbemi arid handler*
them at plejifure ; t^hey are afraid -neither of a 

'“.^dogs, nor-of birds of prey, in the -cou^^t^-yard; 
“rthey,^^jpie,i^hej^^^fcendenc^ over the , poultry^a 
“ and kee,p th^em^. in great fubjeftibn t they feed* 
“'like the hens,[the

. “, ^^tt. yrhen very • y^o.iung,. . they prefer^) I'fmall’' 
worms and flefh to every thing elfe. i)- a 

Almoft’ all the birds hare a .trick of follow- ■ 
‘C ing people through the.ftreets and out of towna' 

teyen perfons that they -had. never feem before, 
lat is jdif^cult ,.to^jg<2t rid,o^ them : if yon -enter 

“ ,a.houfa thejy will w£^ii^,.^^our return, and again.. 
“ Jojn- you,..though often' after an interval of 
**. thI^e^e',ho^v:Ir^^sY ‘ ‘- fh^avc fometimes,” addJ M.
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de la Borde, “ betaken jnyfe^Jf to my heels, but 
they ran fafter, and always got before me J 
and when I fbop]^<^c^,, they flopped alfo. I 
know one which invariably follows all the 
flr^^ng^ei^s^. who enter its maflter’s houfe ; ac
companies them into the garden, takes as 

ce' many turns as they do, and attends theni 
/ “ back again *?’ ’ '' .'

As the habits and o^cot^c^imy bf this bird 
were little known, I have thought proper to 
tranfcribe the different accounts which I have 
received. It appears that of all the feathered tri^be^s* 
the Agami js the moil attached to -the fociety of 
manj ,and in this refpedl - it iis as eminei^^ly 
diftinguifhed above them all, as the dog is O'bove 
the The difiofition of the
Agami is the more remarkable, fipce it, is the, 
'onl^.-bicd that has a focial turn; whereas feyeral 
of. the quadrupeds difeover attachment to man^ - 
though inferior in degree to that of the dog** 
And is it not' ilr^ange, that an animal, fp pecu
liarly formed for fociety, has never been do- • 

meilicated ? Nothing can better iliew the im- 
menfe diilance between the civilized man and 
the liude^. favage, than the domini^ci\ obtained 
over the ' lower creation. The former has made» •J '
the dog, the horfe,. the ox, the camel, the ele
phant, the rein-deer, &c. fubfervient to his .* 
utility, or his plcafure : he has drawn togeitlee*
I ' ' '
' * Note commui^'iciited by M. dc 1ir Borde, Ki'hjg’s •phyl^cian at 
Cayenne, in ^776. ‘ .

■ the
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the hens, the geefe, the turkiesi and the ducksi 
and has lodged the pigeons. The favage has 
O^f^rlooked advantages the moil ob'vi^i^us. and 

* the molt' elTential to his comfort. It is fociet^tZ 
that gives fpring to adivity ; that awakens the' 

, dormant facu^t^i^f^js; and that’es^j^a^n^ds, informsi
and enlivens the ! [A]

[A] Specific chi^t^i^fE^er of the Gold-brealled Tru^j^e^et^r
"< its head and bread arefmooth and ihining grm^.”

VOL. IV. D X>
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'AT^ hese birds, whicli ar6 peculiar to the warm 
** parts of America, may be regarded as a 

part of the gallinaceous clafs; for they refemble 
the Buftard and Partridge, though they differ in 
lev^er^al^. properties. But there are certain habits in 
animals which refult from the nature of the 
climate, and from local circumftances, and which 
ought not to be deemed efTential characters.— 
Thus many birds, fuch as Pai-t^i^gi^j^,. w|iich 
remain conftan^ily oh the ground in Eiwope, • 
per^h in America j and even the palmated aqua
tic fowls, pafs the day in' the water, and return • 
to lodge during the night among the ^^ree^. 
The -(^angers with which, they are furrounded. 
appear to drive them to fuch retreats. The im- 
menfe fwarms of infeeds and reptiles, engendered 
by the heat and the moifture of the climate, 
threaten every moment their def^iruidion. .If 

'they ventured to repofe upon the ground, -the • 
denfe columns of ants would attack them in their 
/lumbers, and reduce them -to fkeletons. The 
Quails are the only birds in thofe countries which 
reft upon the furface ; and they often fall a prey 
to the voracity of the ferpents. (Nor is it im-

* This Is the name given to thefe birds in
probable,

    
 



, THE TINAMOUJ^^ 403 

probable, that the Quails have been introduced
, fince the difci^Tveiry of America, and that they . 

have not yet acquired the habits fuited to their 
■ new fituation, or learned to guard againft the 
aflaults of their numerous foes.

We Ihoujd have ranged the genus of the 
namous after that of the BuftSrd ; but thefe birds 
were, at that time, but impei^lfE^ftly known,and we . 
are indebted to M. de Manoncour for the prin
cipal fadts relating to their hift^^, and alfo for 
the fpecimens prefented to the Royal Cabinet, 
fj^orn which we have made the defcriptions.

The Spaniih inhabitants of America'^, and 
the French fettlers at Cayenne, have both termed 
thefe birds cartridges; and the appellation has 
been adopted by fome nomenclators f, though 
altogether improper : for the T^'inamous are dif- 
tioguiihed by their long flender bill, blunt at. 
the tip, black above, and whitifh bdl^w; their 
noftrils oblong, and placed near the middle of 
their bill; their hind-toe is. very fhort, and does 

‘ not reft upon the ground ; their nails are very 
fh'ort, brpad, and channelled beneath ; their legs 
alfo differ from thofe of Partridges, being covered _ 
behind, as in the poultry, with fcales, their whole 
length, fliaped like fmall ihells but the uppei*- 
part projed^, and forms inequalities not obfei'yed 

the legs of poultry. In all the Tinamous,

• Letter of .M. Godin dcs Odonni^is, to M. de la Condamine, 
>773» P‘ *9* "O:e firft.

<■ BriiTon.—Barrete. -
D D 2 ' the-
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the throat and craw are thinly^- ftrewed with: 
• * Hi^agglJing feathers ; the quills of the tail are fo 

ihort, that in fome they are wholly concealed by 
the fuperior coverts.—Thus they are impropei^I^y 
named Partridges, iince they differ in fo many 
eifential charadters. .

But the-y differ alfo from the Buftard, by fe< 
' veral of their principal charadters, and efpeci- 
ally by having a fourth toe behind, which is 
wanting in the Buftar^d.^ In ihort, we have' 
jr^dged it requifite to range them in a feparate 
genus, under the name which they receive in' 
their native country. .

All the fpecies of the Tinamous pafs.the night; 
upon the trees, and fometimes perch during the 
day J but they always fettle amqng the loWef^ 
branches, and never mount to the fummits : and 
this circumftance feems to impl^ 'the p'robability- 
that they are not actuated by original impulfe^ - 
but diredted by confi derations of fafety. ' •

The Tinamous are, in gen^r^j^ll'excell^nl^' for 
the tab^^^; their flefh ,iis white, firmJ , clofe, and 
juicy, eipecialily about the wings, and taf^eif, 
like that of the Red Par^tric^g^j.^ The. thighs and 
rump have commoinly a difagreeable bitternefs, 
.which is occafioned' by the fruit of'l^he Indian' 
reed upon which they feed!' The fame bitter 

- tafte is obferyed in the Ring^-^pig^^c^r^^' whicb'ealt 
thefe fruits. But when the Tinamous live upon 
other fruits, fuch as wild cherries, &c. their 

. ilejH' is u'niifoi^i^ll^' delicate, but ftill' 'has hoi^^i? .
• ' of
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of the . In the fultry humid climate of
Cayenne, meat will not keep more than twent;^- * 
four hours from putrefaction, and no fort of 
game can be allowed time to mellow and ac
quire that delicious flavour which conflitutes 
its excellence. Thefe birds, like all thofe which' 
have a craw, often fwallow the fru;itj^' v^^thout 
bruifing.or even cracking them ; they are par
ticularly fond of the wild cherries, and alfo of 
^he produce of the common and even of that 
of the coffee-^^rub, when they can find it. Nor 
do they cull their fubfii^ence from the tree^; 
they only coll^<£t the fruits which have dropped. 
They fcrape the ground to form their nefl:, which 
is ufually nothing but a Angle layer of dry herb^,, 
They lay twice a-year, and have'^numerousbroods ; 
which fliews that thefe birds and the Agamis 
are of the gallinaceous clafs,' which is remark
ably proli^ce Like thefe alfo, they fly heavily, 
and. to ihort difta^nc(^!^e but run fwiftly on the 
grouinl; they form little flocks, and it is un
common to find them either fingle or in paii^is; 
they call each other in all feafoins; in the morn
ing and evening, and fometimes too during

• the da^^; this call is a floV, quavering, plaintive 
whiftle, which 'the fowlers imitate to bring them 
near; for this game is the moft common and^' 
the.beft which that courn^^y affords. '

We fhall add a remarkable circtlmftance vVitti, 
refp^<d to thefe genus of birds, that, as in the. 
Anters, the female is larger than the mal<^; a « I ,

. D D 3 . property
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property which in Europe is found only in the 
rapaci^c^uij' tribe, ’iin the fliape of the body, 
however, and in the dif^ribution of the colours, 
the females are almoft entirely like the' m^les^r^

'The GREAT TINAM^OU. k

Le Magoua, BufF.
‘‘Tinan^'ts Lath. Ind.
Tetras Major, Gmel. ’
Perdix BrafUh^ini!, Briff. 
Marwrajua, Ray, Will, and Klein.

Firjl Species.

This bird is as large as a Phcafant, and, ac
cording to Marcgrave, it has twice as much 
feefti as a plump^Iien 'V The throat and the 

■ lower-part of the belly are while ; the upper
part of the head is deep rufouis; the reft of the 
body is of a brown-gray variegated with white 
On the top of the -belly, the fides, and the coverts ' 
of the thighs: there is a little greeniih on the , 
neck, the breaft, the rife of the back, and ‘the 
fuperior cpverts of the wings and of the tail, on 
which fome blackiih tranlverfe fpots are obferved, 
that are lefs numerous on the coverts of the tail; 
the brown-gray is deeper on the reft of the 
body, and variegated with black tranfverfe fpots^

• T^is bird eats, according to that author, wild beans, and the 
fruit of a tree called in Brazil, araeica, , f

w^ich*
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THE GREAT'. TINAMOU. 407I«
tvhich are lefs frequent near the rumP: there 

■ are alfo fome fmall bl^ck fpots on the lateral quills 
of the tali; the middle quills >if the wings are 
variegated with rufous and brown-gray, and 
terminated by a ruf^y bo^d^i*; the great quills 
are cinereous,’without any fpots or bo^r^^i*; the . * 
legs are blackiih, and the eyes black, and a little 
behind them the ears are placed, as in the poultry. ’ 
Pifo remarks, that the internal ftrudture of this

- biid^ is ’exactly like that of the hen. - '
The fize varies in different fubjeCs: the ave

rage meafures are, total length fifteen inches, 
the bill twenty lines, the tail three inches'and a 
half, the legs two inches and three-.foui^t^lh^; the ' 
tail projects an inch and ^wo lines beyond the 
wings. “ '

’ The call of the. -Gr^eat Tinamou is a hollo.w
■ found, which may be heard at a great diftance,

. and is whiftled precifely at fix o’clock in the • 
evening, the time when the fun fets in that . 
latitude. It is filent. during the night, unle^sit .be 
feared. ‘ .
. The female lays twelve or fifteen eggs, which

■ are almoft round, rSther larger than hens eggs,
of a beautiful greenifh blue, and are excellent 
eating. [A] , , .

[A] Specii^c chari^iSer of,the Tinamus Brajilitnjis, Lath.:— 
"It is dui^y-olive, fpotted with duf^y, its belly whitilh and' va^ 

“ negated, the thighs rough behind. ”

P D 4 The
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The CINEREOUS TINAMO^.

Tinamus 'Cineireus, Lath. Ind. 
^etrao'Cinlreuis, Gmel.',

Seconal Species.

The epithet cinert^ous will ferve for^, a defci^]^]^- 
tion of this bird j for that colour is uniform over 
the whole body, except a tint of rufous orr the 
head and the top of the ' neck. It has the fame 
fhape as the other, only it is fmaller. It is a 
new fpecies communicated by M. de Manoncour. 
It is of all the Tinamous the ‘ leaft frequent in 
Cayenne.

It^ length is a foot j ' its bill fixteen line^; 
its tail two inches 'and a halJf:“and its leg-^..the 
fame. [A]

[A] Specific ch^i^n^i^ir.of the iTinamus CinereUs 5 'LATa.:—• 
V ItiS O^ej^epus-brown, its head and neck . tav«^)y.” r .

' The VARIEGATED TINAMOU.,
• -'i ' '

Vt^t^riesgatus, Lath. Ind. 
Tetrao Vc^i^i^^^atu^, Gme^. ■** ♦ ./

„ , ■ Thiird Species,

This fpecies, whtit^I^^ is the third in the order 
of iize, diifers from the two firft by its var^iegated 

' phimage.
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plumage. The Creoles of Cayenne call it the 
Pintado Tinamou ; but this, appellation is impro
per, for it bears no refemblance to the Pintado, 
and its ftriped plumage is not dotted. Its throat 
and . the middle of its belly are white ;• its tail, 
its breaft, and the top of its belly, rufous; it:^ 
fides and its thighs ftriped oblique^ly with white, 
with brown, and with rufous; the upper-part 
of its head, and the top of its neck, black ; all 
the upper-part of its body, the fuperior coverts 
of its tail and of its wings, and the middle quills 
of 'its wings ftriped tranfverfely with black and 
olive brown, deeper on the back, and lighter on 
its rump and on its flanks the great quills of 
its wings are brown, and uniform without a 

fpot ; its legs are blackiih. -
Its total length is eleven inches ; its bill fifteen 

lines ; its tail two inches, and exceeds the wings 
by fix lines.
. It is pretty common in Guiana, though not fo 
numerous as ' the Gi^eat Tinamous, which occur in
deed the moft frequently in the woods, for none of 
thefe three fpecies haunt the cleared ground. The 
female Vai^i^e^g^ated Tinamou lays ten or twelve 
eggs, which are rather fraaller than thofe of the 
hen Pheafant, and. are uniformly tinged with a 
beautiful black. [A] . ,

[A] Specific charafter of the Tinamus Kt^t^iqgatut oFJLath. •

It is ftriped with rufous, browi^, and blackiih j below rufous/' 
« with a' tll^ck cap; its thr^^i:, and , the n^Ui^'^le of i^ts

' ff' whiitf’’•

The
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The LITTLE TINAM^OL^.

Le Sold, BufF. -
Tinamus-Soui, Lath. Ind. 
^etrao-^Soui, Gmel.

Fourth Species,

• Soui is the name by which this bird Is known 
iji /jui«^na, and which was given by the natives 
of the country. It is the fmalleft of the genus, 
not exceeding eight or nine inches in length, 
and ■ not being larger than a Partridge. Its flefh 
is as delicate as that the other kinds, but it lays 
only fiv’e or fix eggs, and fometimes no more 
than three or four, which are rather largely- than 
Pigeons eggs ; they are -aim oft fpherical, and as 
white as thofe of hens. The Little Tiqa- 
mous do not form their neft like the Great Ti
namous, - by fcraping the ground j they build 
it with long narrow leaves on the loweft 
branches of ihrubs : it >s bemifpherical, 'about 

, fix inches in diameter, and five inches high. Of 
all the four fpecies, this is the only one which 
does not live conftantly in the -w^oods j it often 
frequents the yc^ving ftraggling trees and buihes, • 
which- fhoot up in land that has been cultivated , 
and abandoned ; and • fometimea it even vifit^s . 
dwellings, ' ' ;

Ita '
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Its throat is variegated with white and rufoujs;
all the under-part of its body and the coverts of 

■ its thighs are of a lighi^-rufoi^^; the -uppeir-part
of its head and of its neck are black ; the lower- 
part of its neck, its back, and all the under-’ 
part of, its body, are brown, radiated with dull 
blackilh ; its fuperior coverts and. the middle 
quills of its wings are brown, edged with rufous; 
the great quills of its wings- are brown, without 
any fpots or borders ; its tail projeds ten lines 

_ beyond its wings, but is exceeded by its own 
coverts. [A] ’

[A] Specific charafter of the TinamusSou^ of Lath.— 
“ It is clouded with brown; below rufous; its throat variegated 
** with white ; the upper-part of its head and the hind-part of its 

• neck, black.”
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t'eii^e^o Gm^H.
Terii^x Gtt'tan^n/^i Lath. Ind, ' 
Xhe E(^i^!^fieige of GiUi^^^, Bui^,

Tocro is fomewhat larger than our Gray 
**“ Partridge, and its plumage de^j^^r*; but in 

other refpedts, it is eXatdly fimili^r; in its figure, 
in the proportions of its, body, in the ihortnefs 
of its tail, and In the lhape of its bill and legs. 
The natives of Guiana call it a name
which well expi^f^Tes its cry. '

' Thefe Partridges the New World have 
nearly the fame habits as thofe of Eu^<^]^<2; only 
they ilill continue in the fo^efts, becaufe they 
have not been accuftomed to cleared grounds. 
They perch on the low branches of the buihes, 
but only to pafs the night 5 which is to • avoid 
the damp, and perhaps the fwarms of infeds. 
They lay commonly twelve • or fifteen eggs, 
which are entirely whilst:; the flelh. of the 
y^oung ones is excellent,' but has no ^fumet. The 
old orfes are alfo eaten, and are even more de- ‘ 
licate than ours ; but the rapid progt^efs of pu- 
ti^efad^ion in thofe clipiates v^^iill not • allow fuf- 
ficient time for acquiring the proper flavour.

As
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As our Gray Partridges do not intermix with 
our Red Partridges, it is highly probalile that - 
the Brown Partridges pf A^merica would breed . 
with neither, and confequei^t^l^y are a feparate 
ipecies. [A] • -

' [A] Specific chai^iifler of the PerJix GuianenJIs of Lath.-»^
** It is rufous-brown, fpotted and variegated j its throat is cine- 
“ rem^is; a fulv^ous’filIet pafTes over its eyes j its wing-quills arq, 
*♦ marked externally with rufous fpo^is.’* '
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The F L Y C A n B R S.

Lis Gt^bi-Mlos^ches, Mloi^^herolUs Tyrans, BufF.
I

■kTATURE has affigned thefe plac<3’after the 
humbleft of the rapacious tribes. They 

are harmlefs .and even ufeful ; they confume not 
fruits, but live upon flies, gnats, and other 
winged in^^^its. ^The genus comprehends' nu- , 
merous fpecies, 'which vary exceediingly in point

• of fize, from that o^, the Nightingale to that of
. the Shrike. Some cha^^<d:ers however are com
mon to them all : their bill is compreifed, broad 
at the bafe, and almoft . triangular, befet with ' 
briftles, and the tip bent into a little hook in 
many of.t^he middle fpecies, and more curved 
in all the large fpecies ; the tail is of confider- 
able length, and only hal^' covered by the wings. 
Their .bill is alfo fcalldped near the point ; a 
property which they ihare with the Blackbird, 
the Thrufli, and fome other birds. • ■

Their difpofition is in-genera) fliy and folitai*y, 
and their ' notes are neither lively nor melodious. 
Siibfiiling in the region of air, they feldom leave 
the ' fummils of the fl^Jfty mountains, and are' 
rarely feen on the grppnd. Their habit of ding- . 
ing to the branches would feem to have increafed

• ' the
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the growth of their hind-toe, which in moil . 
")f the Flycatchers is longer than the fore-toe.

The fultry tropical countries, which teem 
with various infe£ts, are the favourite abodes of 
thefe birds *. Two fpecies only are found in 
Europe; ' but we reckon eight in Afi^ica, arid in 
the warm regions of Afia, and thirty in America, 
which , are alio the largeiH fpeci^i^-s; and 4s in 
the New World the infedk nations are the moft 
numerous and the moft formidable, fo .Nature 
has provided a ftronger body to prey upon them. 
—We ihall range them according^' to their fize 

, into three dlvifioris : • the firft are fmaller than that 
of the Nightingale, and are the Flycat(^h^<^ri pro
perly fo called ; the fecond are fomewhat largj^Ji* - 
and may be termed Moucherolles ; the thir^d^' ar^ . 
.t:he Tyi^c^nt^ which are nearly as. large, if not 
larger than the Wc^od-chat, or Rufous Shrike, 
and refemble in their ihape and inftin£^ the 
genus of the Shrikes, which feems to conm^td the 
clafs of rapacious birds with the Flycatchers. '

* “ The Flycatchers are in general common birds in hot coun
tries, The fpecies are there more frequent and more numerous 
than in. temperate countries ; and few occur in cold climates. 
They feed only upon infe<ils, They are deftruiUve creatures, 
which, in the hot and m^^ regions, Nature has oppofed to the 
exceflive fecundity of the infeifts.” Voyc^jge a Ic Nfi^uvifle '
par M. SONNERAT. nr .

The-
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The SPOTTED FLYCATCHER

- he G(^l^e-Mc^i^cC^^, Buff.
Mu/eitcapa-Gri/oha, LiniT. and Gmel* 
Grifola, Aldrov.
Sy^^^ia Fu/cq, Klein.
Mu/cit^^^a, Bri/T. .
The Col^^web, Mort. Northamp,

Firji Species.
• j - ‘

This fpecits being well known, will ferve as 
a term of comparifon.—It is five inches eight 
lines in length j, its alar extent eight inches and 
a hal;f ; the wings, when clofed, reach to the 

, middle of its tail, which is two inches long j its 
bill is ' flat, broad at its bafe, and eight lines long, 
befet with briftles : its whole plupiage confifts of 
thefe three colours, gray, wfiite, ,and bjackifh 
wnei^eous ; its throat is white j its' breaft and the 
fides.^lf its neck are fpotted with faint -ill-de
fined brown ; the reft of the under-part, of its 
body is whitiih ; the uppei^^pa^t of its head ap
pears variegated with gray and hro^n; all the 

-higher-pai’t of its body, its tail, and its wings, 
are brown ; the quills and their coverts are lightly 
fringed with whil^^^e •

The fpotted Flycatchers arrive in April, and 
depart in September. They live . generally in - the 
forefts, and prefer the fblitude of the clofe fhad^ 

,fpot^; . and foaietippes they are found in -the 
7 , \,thick
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tliick They have a melancholy air ;
their difpofiitioH is wild, inanimate, and even, 
flupid: they place their nef^, entirely expofed, 
either on the trees or the buihes. No fmall 
bird is fo incautious, and none has inftindls fo 
'unfettled. The nefts are not of an uniform 
conftrud^H^n; fome confift entirel^y of mofs, 
and others have a mixture of wool. They con

. fume much time and labour upon the .rude 
fl^r^udture, and fometimes we find it interwoven 
with thick roots, ‘and are furprized that fo fmall an 
artificer could emp^o;y fuch materials. They lay 
three or four eggs, fometimes five, which are 
covered with rufous fpots. .

Thefe birds procure the principal part of their 
fubfiflence while on the wing, but feldora alight^,,, 
and then only by ftarts, upon the ground, and 
never run along it. The male is not different 
fr^om the female,except that its face is more varie
gated with brown, and its belly is not fo. white. 
They appear in France in the fpring, but the cold 
weather which fometimes prevailsin the middle of 
that feafon is pernicious to them. I^ottiiiger ob- 
ferves, that they almoft all perilhed in the fnows 
which fell in Lor^r^aine in April 1767 and 1772, 
and that they were caught by the hand. Eve^ 
.degree of cold that de^roys the infeids, their 
only |u^^(^irt, muft prove fatal to the^; accord
ingly they leave our provinces before the 
froft ‘ fets in, and they are never feen after the 
end of September. A^ldi^ov^andus fays, that they 
^VOL IV. . EE . do

    
 



418 THE ^POTTED FLYCATCHER,
do not migirat^te; but this muflr be underftood 
in regard to Italy, or of ftijl^» warmer coun
tries. [A] ' .

[A] Specific charader of the Spotted Flycatcher, Muficafa- 
“ 7 - - - - * - - - -

tudins^Hy, its vent tawny.' 
land in the fp^iin^, and 'retire’s in Auguft. It is o^ all ou^ fumi^c^tr

ft

tf

It is duikil^, below wh^t^ih, its neck fpotted longi- 
The Flycatche:r'appears in Eng-

birds,” fays Mr. White, “ the moft m^e, and the mollt famiilar. 
It builds in a vine, or'a fw^<^^^t^I^ii^l^^ againl^ the wall of an houfe,- 
O' in the h^^^ of a wall^^ or on the end of a beam or plate,. 
and often clofe to the pofl of a door where people are going ia 
and out a^ day long.' This ^^rd does not make the leaf^' 
pretenfion to fong,’ but ufes a little inward wailing note, when^- 
it think^s' its young in danger' from cats or other annoyances ; 
it breeds but once, and retires early.” When its young arc' 

able to fly, it retires with them to the thick woods, and frolics among 
the high branches, finkingand- rifing often p<^;^^en<^ii:ularly in.q^^fli’ 

flies, which hum below. '

The COLLARED BLACK FL •
or,:the FLYCATCHER, of 'LOR^R^A^^N^E^.

Mu/icafa Atrice^ftiUa, var. Linn, 
The Red Flycatcher, yar. Lath..

Second Spec’u^e..

It appears ,to be better known in Lorraine,, and^: 
-more common than in other'parts. It is rathef ‘ 
fm^HSer than the preceding, being fcarcel;y iiv^e; 
inches long; it has no other colours than whiteand 

• black, which are difperfed in diftindt ipot^; bu^ 
its plumage notwith^tardirg var’i^e^s' more re
markably than that of any other bir^dV ,
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The .irnjile appears to have four different garbs, 
A^(^(^irding to the feafons. The fir^ is that of the 
autumn, or winter, when the jilumage is the 
fame with that of the female, which is ’ not fub- . 
jed to fuch changes. The fecond is worn 
when thefe birds arrive in Provence or Italy, and 
is then exaidiy like that of the Epicurean 
Wa^r^bler. The third is what they afTume ihortfy 
after their appearance, and may be termed the 
Ipring attire *. This is only the intermediate 
gradation to the 'fourth ftate, which is that of 
fummer, and which, as Lottinger obferves, may 
be properly termed its mairriagejUit, becaufe it af- 
fumes this at pairing, and lays it afide after the 
breeding is over. The bird is then in its full 
beauty : a white collar three lines broad encircles 
its neck, which is of the • fineft black ; its head 
is of the fame colour, except the front and the

• face, w^hich are bright white ; its back and its ’ 
tail are ftained with the black the head ; its 
rump is variegated with black and w^Iiii:e ; a 
white ftreak of a line in breadth borders for 
fome way the outermol^ quills of the tail ; the. . 
wings, confifting of feventeen quills, are of a 
deep chefnut ; the third and the four fol
lowing are tipi: with a much lighter .•
yvhich, when the wings are clofed, has a very 
fine effedt : all the quills, the two firft excepted,^

/ . *
'*■ * I fed one this fpring three or four days. Every perfon • 

admired it, though one of its finef; ornaments (the coiar) was 
wanting. The white and black of its plumage were of the bright- 
eft tints.” Letter of M. Lottinger, 30th/(f^i'^/^ 1772. •
' "* E E 2 have

    
 



420 THE COLLARED BLACK FLY^C^AT^C^E^ER,t '
have ‘a white fpot On the outer edge, which en
larges the nearer it is to the body j fo that the 
outer-edge of the '^.af^ qi^Hl is entirely whii^<e; 
J^he throat, the breaft, and the bell;y are whiter 
the bill and the legs black. There is a remarkable 
luftre and glofs fpread over the whole of the 
plumage j but thefe beauties are gone before the 

. beginning ofJuly. The colours grow dilute and 
dufl^jy; the - collar firfl difappears, and the reft 
foon becomes ftained and obfcure, and the male 
is no longer diftinguiihable from the female. 
“ I have -frequently met with bird-catchers,’* fays 
Lottinger, ** who fpread the- nets on the fprrngs 

in places where they breed; and though it 
wasonly in July, they told me that they caught 

“ numbers of females, but not a fingle male;” 
fo entirely was the external dih'indtion of fex 

••obliterated. That natm^ali^llt ha!?-‘H>t defcribed 
foiJfully: (the . vernal plumage with which they 
:enter;_into the fouthern j^rovinces. However, 
Al^c^io)vandus feems to indicate the change of this 
.I^ll^y^^tt^lh^r,- which he has well defcribed in ano- 
•thcr place -*, when, ranging it again' with the Be- 
i cafigos, he tells us of his having furpriZed itat the 

veryi^nil^ant of its transformation, being then nei
ther an Ep'icurean Warbl^e^'^.i nor a Black-Cvp. Al

' he fubjoins.^- the collar was become
whil^i^'i there -was a white fpot on the fronlt;

* He defcribes its follriirj,' the white fpot on its : lie com- 
*:mends its beauty, ft is known, he fa;ys, by the fowlers o^ Bo- 

• fog^^, under the name ' of Peglia-^Mofeht. ■

' white
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white on the tail'and the wings; the under-part 
of the bqdy white, and the reft black.-, ,Thefe 
properties fufJicien^ly difcriminate the Collared 
Black Flycatcher. ,

This bird arriv^es .in Lorraine about the^^id- 
dle of April. It lives in the forefts, thofe efpe» 
cial^y which confift ofj tall trees, and bre.eds in 
the holes of the trunks, fometimes pretty deep, 
and-at a confiderable height above the furface 
of the ground. Its neft is forined of fmall ftalks 
of grafs, and a little raois, which covers the bot
tom of the cavity. It lays l^x eggs. After the 

. y^c^i^ng iire hatched, the _ parents frecjuently go in 
and out, carrying fupplies of food ; and this 
car? pf their infant brood often, betrays the re- 

'treati which would otherwife. be difficult to dif- r - *
coyer., , f , 1 -■
J fubfif^ il^nllf upon flies, and other win^g*

y ed ' infeds. They are ne^^erf^eet^J(cn ihe .groui^^d; 
, Iand.■lpLt^^€^,-moflt part they keep.-ivery high, fiut- 
'tering . from tree-to tree. They have mo Toiig, 
J?ul only -an i^3C€^^^<^i-ng flirill^^.plaintive accent, 
„which turns „upon-.'the ■ iharp lnofe 'crt'i,. crrt. 
They appear fad and gloc^i^jy; but their attach
ment to, their offspring . infpires adivity, and 

.-^e^t^n.courage. •_ 1 - A •
i, L^orr^aine is . Hot the only .province in France 

• where ittie C^ollared Black Flycatcher is found.
Hebert has informed us, that one wasTTeen in 
^^ri^e.but where it is little knowm, becaule it is 
wild and tranfitory. We ourfelves found,one 

’ . h, • £ P J 0?

    
 



422 the collared black flycatcher,, 
of thefe Flycatchers on the tenth of May i775* 
in a fmall park near Montbard in Burgundy ; 
and it was in the fame ftate of plumage as that 
defcribed by lSriiTon. Of the great coverts, 
which he fays are tipt with white, thof? only 
which were • next the body were fuch, and the 
more remote were brown ; the inferior coverts 
alone of the tail were white, the fuperior ones 
were blacikifh-brpwn j the rump was dull peairl- 
gray j the nape of the neck where the collar was 

, fituated, was lighter than the head and the baclk;
the middle quills of the wings were near the tip 
of the fame brown as the great quills the tongue 
appears to be indented at the tip, broad for the 
lize of the bird, but proportioned to the. breadth 
of the bottom of the bill ; the.inteftinal tube wtis^ 
eight or nine inches long ; the gizzard mufcular, ■ 
preceded by a dilatation of the afophagus ; there 
were fome marks pf a cacum \ and no gel
bladder. ' The bird was- a male, and the tefticles 
feemed to be a line in diameter ; it weighed 
three gros. .

In, this fpecies of Flycat^che^irf;,* the ends of the 
wings meet, and, ilretch beyopd the middle Pf 
the tail which is the reverfe of what generally 
takes place in the genus.—-There are-^v^^r^ 
inaccuracies in the figures given of it in the 
Planches Enlumin^es. , ,

This penfive bird.enjoy? a.quiet peaceful life, 
prqtedted by folitude. It avoi^d?!, the cold - feafon,^- 
‘and iliifts. the fcenc to the genial climes pf the 
. ' fouth,
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fouth, there to renew its' loves. They are fouhd, 
however, pretty far north, fmce they inhabit 
Sweden*. — There are two fpecies from the 
Cape of Good Hope, which feem to be the fame 
with that of Lori^aine ; the firft, being dif- 
tinguiihed only by a rii^y fpot on the breaft ; 
and the fecond is only the female. The di^^eI— 
€nce of appearance is very flight, if we ef^iinate 
the influence of fo diftant a climate.

Fauna Suei^lca.

The UNDULATED FLYCATCHER.

Le Gol^^-Moi^^Che de Vlle Je Friince, Buff. ' 
LfliifciiapaVndulata, Gmel.

, Thiird Spet^ies^' •

We have in our cabinet two Flycatchers fent 
from the Ifle of France ; the one rather black 
than brown, and 'the other firaply brown. Both 
gre fmallgr, and efpeci^ially ihorter, than the Eu
ropean Fly^catchers. In the ' firff^t. the head • is 
blaclk^iO^-browh, and the wings ruily-brown j 
the reft of the plumage is a mixture'o:f whitiih ■ 
and of a brown, like that of the head and wings, 
j^iifpofed in fmall waves,, or fmall fpots, without 
much regXil^l^^i^^y. — Tli<x fecond ■ appears to be 
pnly the female of the firft. In fadt, the differ-^- ' 
ences are too flight to conftitute two fpecii^s^. 
foj: the fize, the fi'gure, the colours, and ■ almof^ * 

E E 4 th^

    
 



424 T^HE UNDULAl^ED FLYCAT^CHER. ,

the fhades are .Ti^ilar. The fecond has indeed 
•more white, mixed with rufty on - the breaft and 
'belly ; the brown-gray on the head and body is 
more dilute ; but, the colours of’ the female arc 
lighter in all the fpecies birds. • [A j

fA] Specific charafier of -^'j/dcapa Ut^t^id^la It. is
‘ */ waved with whitilh and brown j'iw -head partly blacl^ilihj its 
“ wings /lu^y rufous,” ‘ >

-«
/The SENEGAL FLYCAT^CHER.

Le a Bandeau Bhinc du Sem^tgal., Buf^.
Mu/cic^fa Sen^galenJ^s, Linn, and Gmel. -

r Fourth Species.

Under this appellation we G^a^fl comprehend
. the two birds figured -in, the Planches Fnhmiinee^ 

hy the names of F^^ijoi^s-l^rcajlted Flycatcher 
S.eneg^ci^ and P(l^ack-briq/l,ed l^^lya^-tc^her of Senegal, 
Thefe han^dfome birds, m^y be defcribed toge- 
thei;;| they ‘-are pf the'fame fize, ^and are natives 

G of the fame climate ; and the dlG^-b^^tion of their 
colour is fimilar in ‘both. /It is probable that 
they are.the male .and female of tliefame fpecies.. 
The white line which paifes upon the eye, and 
’^ii<^ij^<^les the head-with a.-jCort of little diadem, is 
,nqtG fo entire or dif.in<ft in any other of the, ge-

• pus.. The firf^ is the fmaller, being only three 
, inches and a hal^ long;. a rufous fpot co'vei^i^the 

top .of the head, v^liich is fujTcunded by the
■ ’ ' . ' ' ‘ ■ Wbitg
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white ring ; from the exterior a'ngte of the eye 
an oval black fpot extends, which is bounded 
above by the ring, and. llr^e^t^ches into a point 
near the tip of the . bdl; the throat is white ; ’ a 
light rufous fpot marks the breaft; the back^is 
light-gray, fpread upon white ; the tail and 

• the wings are blackifli. A white line extends
obliquel^y on their middle coverts, and the fame 
coverts • are edged with fcales of • -the rufous 
colour of the breaft. A glolTy tranfparency is 
fpread j^iver all the plumage of this biird ; ftill 
lighter and more vivid on that of the other, 
which is iimpler in its colours, confil^ing of a • 
mixture of light gray, of white, and of black, 
and is not inferior in point of the white '
bar pafTes upon the eyes ; a horfe-Hioe of the 
fame colour rifes pointed under the bill, and is 
cut fquare on the breaft, which is diftinguiflied 
by a black belt; the top of the neck is black, 
which rriingling^ with the white of the back 
melts into grj^^r; the” quills are black, fringed 
with white, and the white line, of the coverts 
opens, into feftoons ; the, ihoulders are blat^Ic; ' 
but the^r^!^' is a little fringed white interwoven 

' with • all this blac^lk; and •through all the white of 
the plumage fmall black (hades are interfperfed, • 
which are fo^ light and tranfparent, that this little , 
hird is inore beautiful than many which are deco- . 
rated with a profulion of rich and vivid tints. [Aj 
J . ' • .

Specific charj^iiler of the Set^i^egalenjss:—It is
v^r:^(^iga't(^il; its eye-^biows are whii^<^'; the outermoJflt tail-quills 

’^*iare white one jjalf of thei- length.”

■ The
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The BOURBON FLYCAT^CHER. •

. Lji du Se^n^egal, BuiF.
Mlufdcapa Borbonka, Gmel.

Fifth Specit^p.
We lhall confider the Crefted Flycatcher of 

ihe ifland of Bourbon as only a variety of the 
Crefted Flycatcher of Senegal, and both as 
fon^i)ing one fpecies. The iiland of Bourbon, 
placed in the midft of a vaft ocean, and Tituated 
between the tropics, enjoys an uniform tem
perature, which requires not periodical migra
tions, and when/firfl vifjted by the European 
ihips contained no land bird. Thofe found in 
it at prefent have been • carried thither by chance 
or defigti ; nor muft it be regarded as the native 
feat of original fpecies* i v/e (hall therefore clafs

* We find alfo two Flycatchers of the iHe of Bourbon, which 
we ihall barely mention, convinced that they belong to fome fpccies 
on the continent of Africa. The one ia reprefented in the Illumined 
P/aif^j-Vl^® 5TI, Fig. 3} it is fm^H, and quite black, except a little 
rufous which it has under its tail ; and, notw:ithf^;an^^ng the differ-., 
once of colour, we may fuppofe it to be a variety of the Oape 

' Flycatchers, which we have already referred to o^ Collared Black 
Flyc^atcher : thefe differences of plu^^ge being apparently no other 
th^n. what \vc fee it undergo itfelf, and which the influence of a 
hotter climate mud reqder more extenfive and rapid, efptcia'Hy' as 
it is paturally difpofed to change. M. Br^^flpn indicates iq' the fol
lowing terms the third Flycatcher of the ifle of Bourbon, to which 
he fays the inhabitants give the name of Flycatcheir,'
** above brown ; the edges O the quills tawny ; below tawny | 
if (male). Dirty white ; the tail-quillk deep broiyn j their outer 
t» edges light brown ; (f^mnale)F''_ ‘ * • • •

' ' tbe
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the bird difcovered on the ifland its analo
gous one of the continent. In fadt, the differ
ences between them are not greater than thoie 
which often occur among individU^jiflS of thb 
genus ; their figure, their bulk, and their prin
cipal colours, are the fame ; pa both the head is 
fui^nChed with fmall feathers,, half-raifed into a' 
black • cref^, with green and violet ref^e<ilions ; ' 
this black defcends in the Senegal Flycatcher 
like a fquare fpot upon the breaft, and thp fore
part of the neck, In that of Bourbon, the black 
covers only the hejtdp with the eye, and alfa 
the lower-^mandible ; but, in other fubje^s, it is 
fprt^^a'd alfo upon the top of the neck. In both the 
under-part of the body is of a fine light flate- 
gray, . and the uppei'-fide ba^y, which is-^more- 
-vivid in that of Bourbon, and deeper and chef
nut in that of Senegal ; and this colour, which 
extends equally ovef the whole of the tail and' 
wings of the laft, is intei^fecT^ed by a Jittle white _ 
in the other, and affurries a deeper caff: on the 
coverts, which are alfd fringed with three lighter , 
ftreaks. The . blackifh colour of the quills has 
qnly a light ruf^y border on. the outfide, and 
whitiih on the infide of the webs. The greatef^ 
dliT^i^<^i^(^^'occurs in the tail ; that of the Bour
bon .^^lycatcher is ihort and fquare, being only- 
two'j^r^ches and a half long ; the tail of the S^ncn ' 
gal Flycatcher is more than four inches, and is 
tapered from, the two middle quills, .which are 
Jbe .loDgeft, to ihe outpr ones, which are two 

, ■inches
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inches ihorter. This difference may be imputed 
to the effedt of age, feafon, or of fex ; at any 
rate, the claiTing of them together will excite 
a fuller inveftigation, and an attention the 
points o^ dii^rimination. '

The BROWN-THROA^TED SENEGAL 
FLYCATCHER.

Mufcicapa Gmel.
J'he Colli^red Flycatchir, L^th. .

' S'lxcth Species, '

This Flycatcher was brought from SenegaT 
. by Adanfon. It is 'the fame With what Briffon 

deicribcs 'under ,the appellation
Flyca^t^(^h:)c'^,' which is impr^^)|^piVi fiiB^(^__ieiil^<?r 

the brown Tppt on the throat,, np^,l^t^i^;b^^^a^^^^^lifte 
that (bounds it, cain'be rernaed, A; <plll^f'. lA 
br^pwi^ 'chefnut fppt rifes withya-ftraight tradf-. ' 
Verfe margin under the bill and-the eyes,, and . 
fprpads on the throat, but extends pot- 'to the 

/^i^ealt, being terminated at the, lower part of the 
neck with a narrow black line, which is'ivery 

>,<^i:^in£:, as the breaft, 'with the teit of the lower- 
•part of the 'bodjf, is white ; the upper furface.'is 

■. pf ' ^f^ne bl^iifl gray; the tail blac^kiihjilt^^e-o^iit- • 
ermoft quill is white v^ii the outiide 'j '-the ’ great 

'• coverts pf the wings are white alfo, the Ifmkll. 
ones blackiih j the (^t^iils are deep cieeI'iepus, 

‘ friege4
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fringed with white, and the two next the body 
are white through their, outer half; the bill is 
broad and. flat, and befet with briflles at the 
angles^ ' [A]

[A] Specific charafler of the- Collared Flycatcheir, Mlufc'icapa 
Meli^imp^i^^<a, Gmel.—‘"It is cinereous ; below the throat
" tawnj^-^l^^jr; a tranfverfe black belt below; the bill, wings, and 
" t^U, bla^lc.” '

The AZURE FLYCATCHER.
s

Le Petit Axu^, Gol^e-Mouche Bleu des Phil^^ppinesy BulF.
HlU/eicapa Cae^ulea, Gmel. '

'' m
Seventh Spee^'ic, •

■A bea^t^'ilful'azUre covers the back, the head, 
J'jind all the fore-part bf the body of this prett^y 
Flycatcher, excej^^- a black fpot on the bac^Ccof 

'the he4d, and ano'l^lher black fpot on the bre^^H:; 
the blue extends to the tail, and gradually grows 
mor^e^' dilute j it tinges the fmall, webs’of the 

■ vw^iii^-quills, of which the teflc ate’blackiili ■ j and 
■ jit alfo gives ■ fhades to the white of the Ventral 
'faa^thers.-'^ . • , ‘ '

This bird is eathee fmall^l^,'l^alleej and^f^n- 
idei^e^i^^ than the Spotted Flyc^cher of -J^i^i^ope. 
-.STotal■■ length. live .inches ; the, bill Teven or^ eight 
^^^nej^^.and nb.tTcallo|)ed or> hooked ; -the tail-two 
- fligliuly tapeir^d; the.blue has a glofly
luflr^e^s.! ' .*■ (,! *

The

    
 



f 4;3<5 J

The WH^ISK^ERED FLYCATCHElt,

Le Barhichon die BulF.
MlU^^cupa Barbata, Gme|i

Etghjtho Spe^cies.^ .

in ail the Flycatchers the bUl is befet with 
briftl'ejs} but, in the prefent, thefe are fo long 
that they reach to the tip, which is the reafon of 
its epithet •whtjj^tirecls. It is near five inches 
Tong ; its - bill very bi'oad at the bafe, and very 
fiat through its wholes, length j the upper man
dible projeds a little beyond the lower, all the 
upper-fide of the body is deep 61ive-brown, 
except the top of the head, which is covered by 
orange feathers, partly concealed by the other 
feathers ; theUndei^-fide of the body is greeniih- 
yellow, which, on the rump, runs into a fine 
yellow. ■ .

The female is fomewhat larger than the male j 
all the upper-fide of its body is blacld^ii^-brown, 
mixed with a flight tint of • greeniih., not fo con- 
fpicuous as in the male ; the yellow of the top 

.o:f the head forms only an oblong fpot, which 
is partly • hid by the feathers of the general colour ; , 
the throat and the top of the. neck are whii^^fii; 
the feathers of the ref^ of the neck, of the 
breaft, and of the under-furnace of the wiitgs, 
have their middle brown and the reft • yellowiih j 

; ■ ■ * r the
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r •

the bdly.a^nd the under-fur^face of the tail are 
entirely of a pale yellc^w; the bill is not fo 
broad as in the male, and has only a few Ihort 
briftles on each fide.

The notes of the Wbift^ei^ed Flycatcher are 
not iliarp ; it whiftles gently the found pipi; 
the male and female generally keep together. 
The incautious manner in which the Flycatchers 
place thein ncft is remarkable in this fpecies ; it 
does not feek the leafy boughs, but builds on the 
moft naked and expofed branches. .The neft is 
the more eafily deteOed, as it is exceed'in^Iy 
large, being twelve inches high, and more than 
five in diameter, and entirely compofed of mofs ; 
it ,is clofed above, and has a harrow aperture ia 
the fide, three inches from the top. We owe 
our information to M, de Manoncour. [A] ;

« * s
■ • . . . ‘ ' fA] Specific cliarafler of the Whilkered Flycatcher,

>— “• 'It is olive-brown, bplow gi^e^e^nilh^-^y^ielO^Wy 
" its top orange, it? rump yello|^.” -

■V

The BROWN FL YC ATCHEK.,^

Le^ Gobi'Mi^ia^^e Brun de Cayt^^tW, BuiF. 
MnfcUapa Buliginofa, Gmcl.

' Ninth Species. *
T^he Brown Flycatcher is fcarcely four .inches^- 

long'; rthe feathers of its fiead and, back are' 
l^luk^ifi^^rl^i^f^^^'n, edged with fulvous brown,; th?^

■ 8 fulvous ,

    
 



432 THE BROWN FLYOA^T^C^^EP., 

fulv^ous is deeper, and predominates on .the quills 
of the wing, and the black on thofe of the tail, 
which have a whitiih fringe ; all' the under-fide 
of the body is whitilh, except a fulvouS' tint 
on the breaft ; the tail is fquare, and hal:^ covered 
by the wings ; the bill is fharp, with fmall brif- 
tles at its root;—fuch are the diftinguifhing' fea
tures of this little bird. Its fpecies feems how
ever to admit a variety, if the differences w’lhich, 
we perceived in another fubjedt are not td be im
puted to age or fex. The du:fky ground of the 
plumaj^i^,, in this laft bird, had a yellowiih tint 
Ti^<^i^!r the bellyj and an olive-brown on' the 
brea^fl:; the head and back had a flight caft of 9

olive-gt^een, and on the great quills of the 
wings were fome lighter ftreaks, but the fmall 
coverts were dyed with a pale lightt rofe-yel
low. [A] ,

[A] Speciifiic character of the Brown Flycatcher, 
Fuliginofa, Gmel.:— “It is dark brown, the margin of its 
** feathers yell^owifh-brown, below w^til^, the margin o^ its 
** e<ual ta^-quilis, and of its wing-qUills, wh^ti^iih.**

    
 



t 433. 3

The RUFOUS FLYCAT^CK[li

Ze Gt^O^t^-Mot^che Roux a Potlrine de Cayenne, BufW
Mujc'icapa Rnfcjcens, GmfiL ■

• Tenth '!^S^<eCtcs.
The Rufous Fly^catcher is found in Guiani 

in the il^irts of the woods and the margins of • 
the favannas : it is eafil^ diftingui[ied, its breaft 
being orange, and the reft of its body rufous : 
its. length is .four inches nine, lirieisj its bifl is 
j^ery flat and broad' -at the 'bafe; the head 
and the higher-part of the neck is greeniih- 
brown ; the back is flained * alfo- with •
greenlih-b.rown j the tail is entirely fufous j the 
black of the wing- quills doe;?. not appear when 
they are clofed • except at the point, their fmall . 

'w^ebs’ being rufous 'r inftead of the orange fpot 
on the breaft, white or whiufh covers the under
part of the body. There is only one fpecimen , 
in the King’s cabinet. [A] "

[A] Specific charaifter of the Rufous fily^<^£^(^cher, Mufcicapa 
RuJeJeens, Gmel. : — “ It is of a glofl"/ tawny, below whiite., its 
* wing-qnjjls black, a brown dalh on its top*”

-VOL. IV,« r The
* ,

F F

    
 



C .434 J

The LEMON FLYCATCHER OF 
LOUISIANA, Buff, •

Eh^'venth Species.
This Flycatcher may be compared for its fize 

and colour to the Yellow Wagtail. Its breaft and 
belly are covered wi^^h a fine lemorf-colour, which 
is ftill brighter on the forehead and the cheeks ; 
the reft of the head ant! neck are enveloped with 
a fine black, which extends below the bill, and; 
forms a round horfe-ihoe on the breaft ; a 
^reenii^-gray covers, on the back and flioulders, 
the cinereous ground of the plumage, and ap
pears in lines on the fmall webs of the great 
wing-quills. The vivacity and elegance of its . 
colours, the glofTy black confpicuous oh its light 
yellow ground, the uniform tint of its greeniih 
robe, confpi^ire^to render this bird one of.t^he 
handfdmeft of the genus.

The RED-EYED FLYCAT^CHER.

Le Gohe Mouche Oli've de la Caroline de la J^an^c^^qiie, BufiT.
M'lfcicapa Oliivacea, Linn, and Gmel. '
Mlu^cicapa Jfan^aicenJis, Br^T.
^he Oli^ive-^^oloured Flycatcher, Edw.

Twelfth Species.
This confifls of two kinds of varieties; the 

one defcribed by Edwards, the other by Cateiby.
Tbs'

    
 



TpE RED-EYED FLYCATCJHER. 43S

The firft is Of the fame bulk and proportions as 
. thofe of'the European Fly^catchers. The uppei^^ 

part of the head and body is olive-brown j a 

white fillet rifes above the eyes : the ground
colour of the quills is .^fi^-brown, and they are 
fringed with olive for a confiderable part of 
their length.—The fecond kind is defcribed by 
Catefby under the name of 'the Red-eyed Fly^- 
catcher) its colours ' are darker than tho'fe 
of the former. It breeds in Carolina, and re
moves to Jamaica in winter; but Sir Hlt^ns 
Sloane makes no mention of it. Brown how
ever reckons it one of the migrato:^;y Ja^raiiicn 

-b^rds. It has not a great extent of not^s, he 
tells us, but its tones are full and
—-Tbis property muft be peculiar to it, ■ for 
all the other Fly^catchers utter flnrill broken 
founds. [A]

‘[A] Specific charafter the Red-eyed Flycatcher, Mufdcapa 
Linn. : — " It is Olive, below whiter, its eye-bi^ows- 

" white, its eyes red.” In Jamaica it is called, on account of its 
’note. Whip Tom Kelly, It makes a pendulous neft, formed with 
wool and cotton, lined with hair and withered grafs, and bound 
together by a thready mofs. It lays five eggs, white, and thinly- 
ftrt^vvijd with rufous Ipots. ’

r F 2 The.
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The MAR^T^i^NICO FLYCAlTCHER.
* I

Ze de la Mdairtii^tiiue, Buf{^.
' Mu/ci^^j^'a Miai^^int(^ta, Linn, and Gmel.

Mufcic^pa Martinicana Crijlata, Bi'itr. '

'^liiirteenth ^pecies^

, A fine brown, which is deeper on the tally 
covers- all the upper-part of the . bod;y of this 
bird as far as .the head, whofe' fmall feathers, 
tinged with fome ftreaks of a more vivid rufous- 

.brown, are ha^:f ered,. forming-.a tuft on the' 
crown: under the bill is a little white, which 
/c^o^n giv^es place to a light that covers
the fore-part of the neck, the breaft, and the 
ftomach j the fame white appears again - on the 
belly. The quills of the wings are blackiih.- 
brown, fringed with white ; their coverts, which 
are fringed -with the fame, enter hy degrees into 
the rufous tint of the flioulders ; the tail is 
fomewhat tapered, its third-part hid by the 
wings, and is two inches long. "^^i^'.hird is five 
in^ches and a half. [A]

• • . i
[ A] Specific charafter' of the Mufckapa Martinica: — Its 
head is crefted, its body brown, below cinereous, the exterior 

“ margin of its wing-^juills whitji^,’*.

' Thi
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The BLACK-CAP FLYCATCHER.

ie GtOie-Mouche Noiirdtre de la Caroline,'BviS.
N^t^fciCapa Fufca, Gmel.
M.uf(icapa Carolinenjis F^^ca, Briiff. ' 
l^he Black-headed Flycatcher, Penn.

Fourteenth Species,
I *

This bird is nearly as large as the Nightin
gale ; its plumage, from the head to the tail, is 
of an uniform dull brown ; its breaft and belly 
are white, with a fhade of-yellowiih-green ; its 
thighs and legs are black,; the head of the male 
is -of a -deeper black than that -of the female, and 
this is the only difference between them. They •
brefed in^ Carolina according to Catefby,’and 
migrate from - .thence on the approach of win

, t6r. ' [A] - . \

[A] ‘Specific ch!^i^£^^er of the Mufcice^p^a, Fufca: — It is 
brown, belOw ocfii^^-wl^ii^cs'; its bill, its top, 'a^nd its;legs 
bladi.”

« i

.. The BLACK and WHITE FLYCATCHER.
he GUlit, ou (jobe-Mguce Pie de Cayenne,
Mufcicapa Bicolor, Gmel. , I

Fifteenth Species,
This bird, which is called Gllit in its native 

' coiintt^;/ Guiana, -is Of an uniform white on the
F p 3 head,

    
 



143'8 THE BLACK and WHITE FLYCATCHER.
✓ '

■ Lead, tfie throat,' and all the • under-part of the 
•^(^dy. The rump, the tail, and the wings, are 
black, and the fmall quills of thefe edged 
with white. A black fpot rifes behind the 

' head, and ftretches to the neck, where it is 
bounded by a white cap, which makes a circle 
on the back.—The length is four inches and a 
half, arid the plumage • of the female is entirely of 
a light uniform^gray. It is found in the over
flowed favannas. ' ■

The WWjite Bcll'ied Flycatcher of Cayenne,^. 
N° ^66. fig. 3.. i^V. Fill, hardly differs at alf 
from the Cill'it^ and we ffiall not feparate 
them.

We iliall ^fo clafs with it , the PVl^i*ie and 
Blc^ck Flycatcher of Edwards, from Surinam,, 
of which the colours are the famt^j except 
the brown on the wings, and't^Iack on the 
orown of the Eead, • differences which are not 
Specific.

The CINEREOUS FLYCATCHER/

. Le CoO^e-Mouche Brun de la Caroline, BufF.
Mufcicapa Virens, Linn, and Gmel. 
Mnj'dcapa Carolinenjis Cinei^a', Br^'T.

V

Sivtccnth Species. _

This is called by Cate'^y, The Little Brown' 
Flycatcher. ' Its figufe, and fize are the fame as r 

. . thoffe.

    
 



THE CINEREOUS FLYCATCHER. 439-, 

thofe of his Olive Flycatcher with red eyes and 
legs, and we ihould have ranged them together, 
had not that accurate obferver diftinguilhed them. 
A dull brown tint, which covers uniformly all. 
the upper-part, is interieffed by the rufty-brown 
of the feathers of the wings and taii; the under* 
part of the bod^y is dirty white, with a Ihade of 
yellotv; the thighs and legs-are black'j the bill- is 
flat, broad, and a little hooked at the point, -and • 
eight lines in length ; the tail is two inch^j^'; 
the whole length of the bird ' five inches eight 
lines;; it weighs only three gros.—Ttiis is all 
that Gate^y informs us; and from him the 
reft have borrowed their defcriptions. [A^ '

[A] Specific charafter of the Mufcicapa Viret^s: — “ It is, 
« gi^eenifli-brown,’ below yellow, its eye-^bi^ows wh^tie.’*

The-ACTIVE FLYCATC^H^

. Le Gol^i^-Mouche de Cayen'^ief Buf^. 
Mufcicapa Agilis, Gmel.

. \ Sev^e^nteenth Species,

This Flycatcher is not larger than the Yellow 
Wi^en of Europe ; its plumage is alraoft the 
fame, being cinereous and dirty white in both, 
only ■ this little bird has a greater mixture of- 
gre(^r^ift^.. The flatnefs of its bill indicates 
its relation to the Flycatchers. Our Wr^^ens • 
however have the fame inftinds, and - feed • upon 

F F 4 the

    
 



44o the active FLY^(^y^T^<^r^EI?..- 

tlfe'various forts of ilics ; in fummer, they con- 
'tii^i^i^llly circle in fearch of the wingee'd inff^ets; 
and in wint^elI' they attack their chryfalids and 
pierce the horny lliell.

. The total length four inches and a hallf; the 
bill feven line^; the tail twenty -lines, and pro
jeds fifteen lines beyond the wings. [A]

[A] Specific cnaraft^!;rolhene7i/i//Va/a Jigilis • Itisolive- 
f! brown, beiow partly whil^ifll; .the quills its wings and tail

black, and ^^ve-brqwn*at their jnargin.” '

. .The STREAKED FLYCAT^CHER,

Le Gohe Tachete de Cayenne, BuJ^.
Mufcicapa V^rii^eiata, Gmel.

Eighteenthh Species,, .

' ' Tliis . Sti^eaked Flycatcher is nearly, Of tho 
fame -fi/e as the Adti^ve Flycatcher, which is alfo 
&native of Cayenne. Dirty white, with a caft 
of greeniih on' the wing, and - fome dif^^i^<der 
fpots.'<^lf yellowiih white, with afh-brown^- on the 
head and neck' and blackiflr cinereous on the 
wiilgs, 'form the confufed mottled plumage of 

' this bird. It has a' fmali beard of- whitifh briilled^-.
foatheI^£^- under the bill, and a hal^ creft of aiR* 
coloured ffeathers mixed with yellbw^fi^Iaments 

'orr 'the -crown of the head. The bilh<is -of the. 
fame fize as th/t of the precedingi and. -the tail.' 
V ' ■ 'y }8 ,
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is of the fame length, but diifers in its colp^^^.p
- The A^^vre Flycatcher appears alfo more nic^i^~v 

for^med, and more lively in its motions than the 
Str^eaked ; at leaft as far as vve can j^udge from ■ 
the fluffed fpediraens.

The BLACK’AURORA FLY
CATCHER OF AMERICA.

■L'fc/cafa-RRici^lliit Linn., and Gmel.
Mlufc'.:apa. Ar.incana, BriiT,

Warb't^t", Lath, and Penn.
The Am^>r,:an Reij^art, Edw.
The SmiiH ani^ Orange-coloHtrtd Bird, Ray,

Nineteenth Species,
We- thus mark the two coufpicupus colours 

of the plumage of this bird, to which naturalifts 
have hitherto- given only the vague appellation , 
of \m erica n Flycatcher. It is hardly fo large as 
th e Yell ow. Wt^en. A bright black is -fpread over 
the head, the throat, the back, and the coverts : 
a beautiful yellow aurora is pencilled on the 
yvhite gray of the flomach, and deepens under 
the wings.; it alfo appears in ftreaks between 
the.quills of the wings, and' covers two-thirds •. 
of thofe of the tail, both which are tipped -with ' 
black, or blackiih.—Such are the colours of the 
male. In the female the black is dilute blackilh, ■ 
and the orange and blufh-colour yellow. Ed-r‘ 
V^at^ds- ■ gives bgures of both male and femall^..,

. ‘ Cfitefbjr

    
 



-442 black aurora flycat^c^her.
Catef^'y reprefents the bird alfo under the name 
of SmallAm^&i(can Red-Star^t', but it is rather of 
a larger fize, which would make us prefume that 
it is a variety. [A]. ■

[A] Specii^c charafter of the (^‘̂ ufcCcc^jia-Rutic'ilIa: —“ It is 
blaclk; its brea.ii, a Ipot on its wings, and at the bafe of ’the tail
quills, yellow.”

The ROUND-CRESTED FLYCATCHER.

he Rulin, ou Gc^l^t^-Motu^hede la Riviere .
des Amao.o-nes, Buf^.

Mufcicapa Coroi^^ta, Gmel.

Twentieth Species. '

Of all the numerous ' family of Flycatchers 
this is th,e moi^ brilliant. Its ilender delicate 
ihape fuits the luilre of its garb : a creft, con-, 
iiiling of fmall divided feathers of fine crimfon, 
projj^^t^s in rays on its head j.t^he fame colour 
appears under its bill, covers its> throat, breaft, 
belly, and reaches the coverts of its tail ; an 
aihi^b^o-w^n, interfeded by fome whitif^'w^av^es - 
.on the '.edge ■ of the coverts, and even of the. 
qjjii'ls, .^(^-vers all the' upper-part of the bod;y 
and .wings ; the bill is very f^tit, and feven lines 
long'j .the tall two inches,.and -exceeds the wings 
by ten lilies *, the whole length of the bird is five 
inches ahd a half. ■ Commerfon calls it CCard'inal- 
''Timn^ou^p^> though it is .Q^^^^e.r a Cardinal nor., a' 

■ ■ . i . Ti^tmoufe.
'J
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Titmoufe*. It would be' one of ihe handfomeft 
birds for the cage ; but the nature of its food 
feems.to place it beyond the dominion of man^ 
and to enfure it lliberty or death. [A.]^

* We found the figure of thefe birds among the drawihgs 
brought by Commerfon from tlie coui^^^y of the Amazons. In 
Spaniih it is called Putillas, as appears from a note at the,bottom • 
of the figure. The female, which is reprefented with the male, has 
no cr^li; all the beautiful tints of its plumage are fainter.^'

[A] SpecQc character tins Mu/cicapa Coronata: — “ It Is 
** brov^nj-the creft on its head ro^^c^ilii; its tempiles, and the 
** of its body, red.”

The RUFOUS FLY'CA^T^C^KEER.

Zf de Cayenne,. BuF.
Mufcicapa Ru^efce-ns, Gmel.

The Twenty-JirJ^ Species.

This Flycatcher, which is five inches and a hal;f 
long, is nearly of the fize of the ;
all the uppejT-part of its body is of a • fiiie ' light 
r^ufoua, with a flame call, which extends over 
the fiAall quills of the wir^g^s?' and • thefe covering 
the great quills when the wings are dofed, have 
only a fmall black triangle formed by their e^- 
tr^j^iii^^^a brown fpot covers the crown of the 

. -hea^; all the anterior and the upper-parts oF.lihe 
body, are -^’ijpt with fome flight ihades of rufous;; 
-^Ihe tail is fquare and fpread- ; the bill is broad, 
iihort, '.and ftrong, and its point refledled, and 

partaking

V*

    
 



...444 THE RUfQUS FLY^C^^T'TCHE^R*

'partt^l^ing therefore both of the Flycatchers and 
the Tyi^ants. We are uncertain whether to 

•refer it to BriTon’s Rufous Flycatcherp^lf Ca
is a difcouI^r■ging circumftance that 

‘ ;nomenclrtors have fo often claifed ob-
jie<3;s by the fame nam^: however, the Rufous 
^'R'lycatcl^f^ir of Cayenne., is, according to Br^iTon, 
eight inches long, and ours is only five ; and 
the difference in regard to colour will aaaear 
from comparing his defcription with what we 
have given *. But there is no eifential diflinc- 
tidn . between them, except in regard to fize ; ,• 
•and that difference cannot be imputed to age, for 

' if the fmaller were fuppofed to be the younger, 
the orange fpot on the breaft would be lefs vivid 
than in the adult. [A] ■

AboVci tawny rufoui!; below, dilute rufous ; its head, 
and peck, . deep ; the fcrthcrs on its throat, and its lower«
ueck, edged with wh^iiih; its breaft, 'rump, and tail-quil^s, bright 
rufous.” Brisson. * ' ' '

^^1 Specific chmfier of the Mufc'iaapa Ruffe/anss—It is of 
•*'3 glofly! tawi^jy; below its tail-^quiUs a brown
•* dalh on its top, ” .

i *»t ‘ - I *■ '

The yellow-bellied FLYCATCH]^!^.. .
' • r - * * ' I

he GoOie-Mouahe a Vf^e^tire Jaune, Bufl^.
■ 'Mufaiaapa Cayanenjis, Linn. Gmel. and BrifT.

.J ■ . . ■ ‘

Twenty-feaond Speaies,

. Thi^s- beautiful Flycatcher inhabits the conti- ' 
cene of America, -and ' the adjacent iflands; -TliC

,1 . ' ‘one?>i f. ,
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one figured in the Planches Enluml^n^es "vas 
brought from Cayenne ; we have rece"i^<^t^ 
another from St. Domingo, under the name of 
Cirejlled Fli^^cal^<^heir of St. Domingo. We are of 
opinion that thefe differ only by their fex 
that of St. Domingo feems to be the male ; for 
the golden yellow of its crown is more vivid 
.and more fpread than in the other, where the 
lighter tint fcarce appears through the blac^ifli 

• feathers which cover that part of the head. In 
other refpe<3:s the, two birds are fimilar. They 

, are rather fmaller than the Nightingale, being 
five inches and eight lines long ; the bill is 
eight lines, and fcarcely curved at the tip, and 
the wings reach not - to the middle ; the orange 
fpot on the head is edged with a blackifh aft^- 
colour, a whil^e. bar .croifes the face over the eyes;, 
below'whiu^li^ai fpot of the fame colour appears 
that fpr'eads, and' is loft in 'the ru^y-brown of. 
the back J this ru^y-brown covers the wings' 

,and the tail, and becomes rather more dilute on■ * . ‘ 
the edge' of the fmall webs of the quills j a 'fine 
orangi^-yellow covers the-breaft and the belly,^* 
which vivid colour di^inguifhes this bird from- 
all -the other Flycatchers. Though the golden 
yellow feathers of the crown can be 'erected at 
pleafure, as in the fmall European Wrens, yet, 
fince they are ufually reclined, the bird is not; 
properly a C'eJ^ed Flycatcher. [A] '

".A]' Specific charafler of the Mufc^icapa Cayenatjis: -y-It is 
-below yellow; its eyebrows its top

- The
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The KING OF THE FLYCATCHERS.

Le Ro, det GoO^t-Mouches,

Tweren'-tt-jird Species^. >
• This has been named The King of the Fly- ' 

catchersf on account of placed
tranfverfely on its head j whei^eas in all other 
birds the crefts lie longitudinally. It confiils of 
four or five rows of finali round feathers, fpread 
like a fan, ten lines broad, all of a bright ba^y co
lour, and terminated with a little black fpangle ; 
fo that it might be taken for a peacock's tail in 
miniature.

This bird is alfo remarkably ihaped, and feems 
to combine the features of the Flycatchers, of the 
Moucherolles- and of the Tyr^ants. It is fcai-ci^l^y 
larger than the European Flycatcher, and has a 
difproportioned bill, which is ten lines in length, , 
and very broad and flat, befet with briftles that 

, i-each. almoft to its 4^.ip, which is hooked. The 
:tarfus^sflic^rt; the toes llend^i-; the wing,is not 

more than three -inches, nor the tail more than 
two. it has a fmali white eye-brow ; its throat • 
is yellow ; a blackifli collar encircles its neck, 
and joins that .tinge which covers the back, and' 
changes on the wing into a deep fulyous brown. 
The quills of the tail ' are light b^^ ; and the fame 
coIguI, though more dilute, ilains the rump^and 
the belly ; the whitiih colour Gf the dftc^i^iach ■ is

4 V 'crofied
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crofTed' by fmall blackifh waves.—This bird is 
very rare ; only one fpecimen has been brought 
from Cayenne, where even it feldom appears.

The DWARFISH FLYCATCHERS.

Les BuiF.

Twenty-fourtb and Twenty-fifth Species.

Nature has proportioned thefe birds to their 
feeble prey ; a large American beetle might be . 
a' match for them.—We have fpecimens of them , ‘ 
in the King's cabinet, and a fliort defcription will * 
fuffice. ‘ ■

The firft* is the fmalleft of the Flycatc^I^^i^^; 
it is lefs than the'fmalleft of our Wt^e^ns, and in its 
figure, arid even in its colours, it is nearly the fame. 
Its plumage olive,.-without any yellow on the 
head, but a few lights’ flaades of greeniili appear 
ori the’lower-part of its back ^^nd' on *s belly ; 
and final! lir^ei's of yellowiih white 'are traced on 
the blackiih quills, and on the coverts of tho 
wings..—It is found in the warm parts of Ame
rica. ‘

The fecond f is ftill fmalli^r*t^han the fir^'; all 
the nnder-pavt of its body is light yellow, verg-

■ j ♦

* This is th'e Mufcka^a Pygme^a o£. Gme:l^n, and fhe D^varf i 
Flycateher of Latham.

f This l? the Mufcicapa Minuta of -Gmelin, and the Fei^i^ Fly- 
(attbef of Latham. » ,

    
 



448 T'HE DWARFISH FLYCATC^HERS.

ing on ftraw colc^ur; it is hardly three inclic3 
loi^jg; its head, and-the beginning of the neck, 
are .^i^j^ltly yell^c^v^z, partly black, each yellow fea
ther having in its middle a bliick ftreak, which 
ihews the two colours difpofed in long and alter- 
nare fpots ; the feathers of the- back, the wings, ' 
and their coverts, are black cinereous, and edged 
with greeniih ; the tail is. 'very ihort, the wing 
ftill ihb:ri^<^r; the bill is flender, and lengthened, 
which -gives this little Flycatcher a peculiar ap
pearance. .

The ufeful def^ination of th& Flycatchers will 
occur to the mol^ fuperficial obfeirver. The
infe£l tribes elude the interference of man ; and 
though defpicable as individuals, they often be
come for^midable by their numbers. Inilances , 
are recorded of their multiplying to fuch an 
amazing degree as to darken ' the air ; of theiir 
devouring the whole vegetable produdl^ions ; and 
of their ca:rrying in their train the accumulated 
ills of famine and peftilence. Happily for man
kind fuch calamities are rare, .and Nature, has 
wifely provid'ed the proper remedies. Moii
birds fear.ch for infeds' eggs ; many feed on 
their groveling larv-a ; fome live upon their ' 
cruftaceous cryfi^Tids ; and the Flycatchers feize 
them after .^.h<^;y efcape .from prifon, exulting 
on their wings. Hence in autumn, when thefe 
hir^ds migrate into other climates, the fwarms of.

' gnats,J -»*

    
 



FlYCAT^C^HI^ISS, A49

gnats, flies, and beetles, are in our latitudes 
more than ufually numerous. But in the tropi
cal- coun^irif^i^, where heat and moifture q^nfpire 
to ripen the exuberance ’of infedtJife, the Fly
catchers are more effential. All Nature is ba
lanced, .and the circle of generation and deftruc- 
tion is perpetual ! The philofopher contemplates 

- with tender melanchol^y this cruel fyftem of war 5 
he ftrives in vain to reconcile it with his ideas 
of benevolence of intention : but he is foi^citly" 
ftruck with the nice adjuftment of the various 
part^i^, their mutual • connexion and fubordina— 
-tion, and the unity of plan which pervades the ; 
'whole. ’ -

VOL. IV. G O
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The MOU'(^]^]^iROLLEg.

iiiail term thofe Moucherolles jvhich are 
’ ' larger than the common but

fnialler than the Tyrantis; and to avoid coinfu-. 
fion, we ihall rang’e them in two divifions, cor- 
refpon^di^ng to their file. As the Moucherolles 
arc intermediate between the Fly^catchers and 

ithe Tyi^ants, they participate of the nature of 
both. • .

. They 'are found in both contiinei^l^s; but they 
are different fpecies which occur in each. The 
ocean that intervenes between the tropics is the 
great barrier, which none but the palmipede 
birds, from .their facility in refting on the water, 
can pafs. ' ,

In the hot climates Nature fports in the ' luxu* 
'riance of her produiTioris. Many fpecies of 
birds, fuch as the WJ^dow-^bij^ds, the Mouche
rolles, and the Bee-eaters, which inhabit thofe 
fultry regions,' are furnilhed with tails of un
common length ; this chai^j^<der diftinguifhes the 
Moucherolles from the Flycatchers, from which 
they alfo ' in having their ' bill, fomew^h^Jt" 
ftronger, ' and more hooked at the tip.

The
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t^he S A V A N A.

> .

£« Stvvana, Buff. 
M^ufcicc^pa^--^^^>'animq, Linn, and Gni’el. 
^he Ferl^~te^^ Flycatcher, Penn.' and Lathi

, Fi^rfi Species,

Mouchferolle is nearly as large as the 
Ty^i^ants,•and is figured in the Platiche 
iyf^tss^ un<3er the appellation of , Forked-tail Spytani 

Cayenne ; it is diftinguiflied however by its bill, 
which^ is more flender and not fo much hooked as 
In • the Tyr^ants. It is called the Widow at 
Cayenne ;. but this name is appropriated to 
another kind - of birds,- which it refembles in 
nothing except the length of its • tail. It con*: 
ftantly haiints the flooded favannas, and for • that 
f^eafon we have .termed it the Savana, .It is ob-. 
ferVed.to •perch, upon the adjacent tr^ees, and to 
alight eveiry minute upon-the clods or grafly 
tufts which rife above the furface of’ ' the water, 
jer^king its tail like -the Wj^g^^^ails. It is as la^ge- 
as,the, Crefted Lark . the quills of its tail are 
hlackj . the tw^C' outermoft nine inches, long, and 
forked, the t^two following only three iqches and 
a half, and the reft • graduall^^y fhorter, fo that 
the two • mid-^n^es are only an inch :—and thus, 
though the bird is fourteen inches long, mea- 
furing from the point of the . bill to the -end of 
the tail, the diitance between its bill and its nails

. G G a is
t .

    
 



452 T HE, S A V A N Av ' ' -

is only fix inches. On the crown of its head 
IS a yellow fpot, . w']hich is -^(^'wever wanting in 
tnany fubjedls, thefe being probably females. 
A^.ilrort blacl^^ifli fquare hood covers the back of 

' its head ; beyond that,^, the plumage is
w^ich colour advances under the bill, and fpreads 
over all the anterior and under-part of 'the bod^jj; 

• the back is greeniih-gray,. k'nd: the wing brown.
bird. is found on the banks of the' river

De la Plata, and in the woods of,
from whence it was brought by Comraerf^nv

[A] Specific chaf;^i£ler of the Muji^'ticapti-Tyrannt^:.. —j-jlU 
** tail is veery long and fOrkedi iti. bo^y black* below wzlhfc.**' tt 
is found as fac north as 'Cana^ia^ '

.x X"

T^iie Crested ^ouCHEl^c^t.l.iii,
’ '^itb Head,

I •
Linn., and' GineL^.

‘^h 'e Pied Bird ojf Pt^t^t^tlife, 
The. Paradife Flycatcher, Lath.

This . bird' is-found at t^e G<ipe of • Hdpe,.
Senegalj and Madagafcar. BriiTbii idefctiljes it 
in thr^e 'diSS’er^ht pldcds of hie ornltho^oj^^y, by 
the name%of Creeftied Flycaibher bf^

■ Good .H^ope ^^h^^e White bf the

. * * Crcfted Flycatcher j— “'Abovp dilute fco^l^i^l:, below • white j,.
»'"thie brieaft cinereous white ; the • head and the ..upp^,r-par't of the

' »eek gi^ecuiih-biack V-thfs tail-qtiills S5utc purple.’*'
e/

    
 



TiJE CRESTED MOUCHEROLLE, isfc. 453 

vf Goosl , and tbCi^ejled Flycatcher of
J^ra^zil f*. Thefe three arp really the fame, the 
£rft and third being .miles, and the fecond, evl^^icli 
•s )raehcr laj^gje^ie a female ; a. ' property which, 
ti^_pu,gh principally confined to the birds of prey, 

■^obtains, alfo in the Tlecatcker, the Moucher^Hc^p, 
and the Ty^j^^a^nt^s. ’ .

The male .is feven inches long, the ..female. 
i^nches and one-fourth ; llhis excefs-being 

alfhoft entirely in tie tail; but itshody is.alfo 
.et^^cie^lhat .tihic^er, and of the fize .<^]f a common 
r^iark : in both, the head and the top of the 

'nteck are covered, as far as^the circular jlivifion 
in the middle, with black, iliining with a green 
or bluiih glofs, wiofe fu^'e is -like that of burn- 
iflied fteel : itsLh(»K^.jls decorafed with a beautiful 
orelt. which falls loofely back ; its eyes are 

reiaa^<e--cc^l(^iii‘ed its bill is -ten* lines in length, a 
dit;;le arched near the tip, reddidi, and befet 
with prett^y long r^i^if^les. All the •*e£i of the

of the "eii^.ale is wh^e,^- except the great 
.-[uiil^, ' through which the black appears at the 
tips of the wing^^. -^^lien clofed ; ther<^> -are two . 
r^c^Mts ' p^ black ftreaks on the fipall gei^lTfej^thers 
.and in the great^'covertisr. and the ihafts of tlxe ■ 
t^ail^quills Ijc uni^^^-mly black throughout. ..

S Wljite' Crelled Flycat(^l^£^r^;—“ Tho head arid tipp<^i^-^J5art o.f 
-the neck greenilh-blia^  ̂; thet^aiJ^-g^r^^Usy'iliice, their outer edgei 
*ind fliaftG •

“ f Crefted Fly.cgi^cher “ Above dilute fcarlet t beio\v white ;
the head ^rc^c^nilh-.hlack ; the fuperior coveru of the win^^sgold- 
coloureid»i^e udl-^uil^t dilute fcarl<et.’*

' G In

    
 



454 the crested MOUCHEROLLE, is'c.

In the fnale, the breaft, below the black hood, 
is blu3^^-gray, and the ftomach and all^the 
under-part of the body white ' : a bright b^^ 
rot^e^’ covers all the upper-part to the end of the 
tail, which is oval fhaped and regulai^^^^y tapered, 
the two middle 'quills being the largeft, and the 
others ihortening two .or thrce'lines each :-'Hic 
fame is the cafe in the female. * -

A^ccording to Adanfon*, this* Moucherolle 
lodges among the mangrove-ti^ees, which grow in 

•the folita^y and unfrequented fpots along the 
banks oi^the Niger and of the Gambira.''' Seba 

' places it in Brazilj and ranges it with' the. bi^ittfs ’ 
of Paradife, applying the Brazilian 'appellation 
"'^(^i^inacu f J but little can be ' relied tipomthb 
accuracy of that colleiSor of Natural Vflilt^Oiy^j 
•^Iio fo often beftows names withouid^i^]^ei^lt■m'enf. 
It is very 'unlikely that this bif^d-^^^^il^' be ^^oubd 
both in 'Africa and Brazil j yetBriffoIi:0(^^l^l^t^J>lus 

, 'claflification upon, the authority ' of(,J^^l^^U atlthe 
fame time that he expreifes a fufpiciqn,*tRat^^eba 
was miftaken. Klein fuppofes* it to .be a Ci^ejlled 

and Moehring' a Jackdaw '(j ;*^aftIik- 
ing iriftance O’’the confufic^r^/bred 'by a rage for 

•nomenclature. But we have ' ftilkanother :: Lin
neus' imagines it to be a. Raven; . but ' as ■ .it has a 
jon^gta^, he calls it the Paradife R^aveen' §. .;[A]

’ * Supplements ^dc I’Encyxlof^i^i^iie, tome i, . . ‘
4 Brafjlian Paradife-bird, or Qi^^f^ed Cuiriri Acamacu.
I Tui^dus Criftatiis. ||\lMon<^i^^iii, ' § Qorvus Para'difii

' [A] Specific chatafter of the M^ujcicapa Par^c^diji 2. — 
« head crefted and black ; its body whine; its tail wct^g^e-flw^e^i 

' * its iptprmcd^ate tail-quills •
.................................. , Xh?'
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The VIRG^INIAN MOUCHEROLLE.

CaroJinen^Jity Linn, and Gmcl. 
Cat Flycatcher, Penn. and Lai^li'.

' Th'itrd s Species, .
Catefby c^Hs this the Cat-b'ir^c^., becaufe its cry * 

refembles the mewing of a cat. It_jatiTes the 
fummer in Viiginia, where it feeds upon infeids; 

. it does not perch on large trees, and frequents 
x^i^l;y . the flirubs and bufhes. It is .a little larg^i^i^^ 
he tells, US, than a Lar^k, Its. fize is -^hic^i^e^ore

■ nearly the’ fame . as that of the Little Tyrant; . 
hut J the il^rai^g^b^tnefs of its bill dil^ipguiihes lit 
from the Ty^i^ants. The -plumage. is dark, being- 
.yaridul^y ,mi?ced with black and brown ; the 
;upper-lide. pf its head is black.and.the upper-fide. 
lof its bod^, . of its wings, and ofits tail, deep brown j. 
■rt' even - blackiih on the tai: .its lieck, its brei^ft,' 
and' its be'l^^yi are- of a lighter brown j a dull 
red cal^ appears - on the 'lower coverts of,^^ts tail, 
which is three inches long, 'and confifts . of t-welve 
equal, quills, and only two-tllll^ds of I, covered 
by the wings'j the bill is ten lines,and a half, 
?nd the whole length of the bird is eight i|;:hes. 
fi^It breeds in V^r^gjinia, and lays blue, eggs - ■$ it 
migrates on the approach of winter. [A]

[A] Speciilc cha^J^^er of the Cat Flycatcher, Mufdcapa Ca- 
foU^t^an/tsf^'L^ii^l^,: -n-I n is brown, below cinereous, its head 
" black, its - vent red.” It builds its neit 'with leaves 'and rulhes, . 
^nd lines it with fibrous rogts. It is very courageous, and will 
attack a crow.

. G G 4 The
' k.
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• I
The BROWN MOUCHEROI^l^^l^'of 

MARTJ^Nl^C^O.

Mufcicapa Martinica, Gmel.
Mufcicapa. M/urtimcana Crijlatai Br'iT,

%

Fourth Spe(^'ics»
This Moucherolle has not a long tail like the 

.prec^e^iin^'lkiridfsj in its fize and. figure it re- 
• fembles the largeft of the Flycatchei^s.' It is dif» 
tinguilhed from the Tyrants by the Ihape of it?, 
bill, which is • not , fo much Jh^oked as th$ 

-bill of the fmalleft T)^^^*^nts, and more flender 
it is however •eight lines long, and the bird it-

■ fel:f fix inches -and a half. A deep brown of 
' a pretty uniform tinge covers the uppei^:-part of
the body, the •headj the wings, and the tail j the 
under furface of the body is undulated witfi 
tranfverfe waves of rufous bro'wn; a few reddiilji 
feathers form the inferior coverts of the tai^ 
vi^V^ich is fquare, ahd the edges of ' its ou1^eI:~<^tl.ill§ 
are fringed with white Iines._ [A] ‘

chari^(fler o^f the Martinica : ** Iti
■ ■ head is • c^eflcd, jts body broivn, l/ejow diiereoiis, the o^tcr

margin -of its wing-quills whiti/j.” '

The-
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The FORKED-TAIL MOUCHEROLLE of 
MEXliCO, Bujf, - .

Mujf^icapa Foirjicata., Gmel. 
Tj&z Swallon^-iaihtd Flycatcher, Lnth.

. Fifth Species,
It Is larger than the Lark ; its xvhole length 

is ten inches, of which its tail meafufes five ; 
its eyes' are red, its bill eiglit? lines long, fiat, and 
rather flender : its head and back are covered 
with a very- light gray, mixed with dilute 
reddiih ; the red ’colour below the wings exter^d^i^^ 
alfoontheif^d^es, and tinges the white that is fpread 
over the whole of the under-fide of .the b^c^y;. 
the finali coverts are ' al^i-coloui^ed.^- and edged 
with fcaly white lines ; the great coverts, which 
are blacki/h, are fimilarly fringed ; the great 
qi^^^llsof the wings are entirely black, and fur- 
rounded with ruf^y-gray : the outermoft quills ’ 
of the tail are the Jongeft, and are forked like 
the Swallow’s ' tail : the other quills diverge lefs, 
and gradually ihorten •; 'fo that the middle one 
5s only two inches long : they are all of a glof^y 
i^lack’, and fringed with nifty-gray.: t^he ' outer * 
"vebs of the largefl quills on each fide appear 
white almoft their whole length. Some fpeci- 
mens have the tail longer than that fenf from 
Mes^ico byM. de Boynes, then ’Se.creti^ry for ■ 
the Marine Department?

The

    
 



[ 45? ]

The MOUCHEROLLE of the PHILIPPINES.

Mufcicapa Philippenjist GmeU

Sixth Specie^s^»
It is as large as tKe. Night^ngj^lie; . all the uppeir« 

, part of its hody is brown-gray j all the und^rr^ 
part of the wings and tail are whitiih from bclpovj 

’ the biil; a white line ili^et^ches., over ,the eyes, 
and long diverging hairs appear at the ‘porners.of 

, the bill. Such are the obfcure amb^guoi^i^. fea-i 
tures of this bird. A fpecimen is lodged in th? 
Kling’s Cabinet.

The GREENrCRESTED VIRG^I^NIAN ■ 
MOuChEROLLE, Buff,,

Mufcicapa CrinitaP Li^mi.a^nd Gl^el. ,
^he CireJ^ed PlycatCheir, Penn. Cat. and Lath.

' . Seventh Species,

‘ The length of the tail and bill of this bird , 

max^k^i^r its »jreiation to, the . Moi^c^Iienrllese'it is 
rath^^r^r • larger-tha^. the Fly^catchers, being eight 
inches-.lon'g, of’wl^ich its tail forms, 'the hallr5 

itti^’ bill' is hatj-beiet with hriftles,. and - fcarcf^l^y 
hook^eO^’ at the tip, and it mdafiires tw^lVb 
lines'aiVd a- hallT; the head is furniihe^. with 

" ' fmall

    
 



Tilt! Green-Cejled Vrg'mian Mouchtrcille, 459

fmair feathers reclined into a halfi-cnsftthe top 
of the neck, and all the back, dull green; the 
breaftand the fore-part of .the neck lead^i^-gra^ 5*' 
the belly of a fine yellf^w; the wings brown, 
and fo are the great quills which are edged with 
ba^y; thofe of the tail are the fame. Th^i^j>'.bird 
is not fliaped like the Tyr^ants, but appears to 
pattalte of their gloomy fullen temper. If would 
feem, fays Gate;fby, from its difagreeable fcreams"; 
to be always in enmity, and continually at va- 
riance-with the other birds. It breeds in Garo-^« ■ „ 
lina arid Vi^r^ginia, ' and before winter it removes 
to .hotter [A] ,

[A] Specific charadler of the Ci^efted FJycatchcir, Mu/cicafa 
Cdnita .• — “ Its head is crefied, its neck bluifli, its bellj^ yef- 
** loWii^, its back greenil^, and the qu’dJs of its wings, and t^ 
?• rufous.” It buildisiit^.neJ(J in the holes o£ trees, emplo^^ing fo^ 
^the materials, hair and fnakes fj^s. ..

The SGHET of MADAGASCAR.

Mufcicapa Linn, qnd Gmel,
The Mutable Ftycat^l^fr^i Lath,

Eighth Species.
Tlie riame Sehet is applied in Madaga^^i^r^- to 

a beautiful Moucherolle y and two
others are called S(^fee~e^l^ and Schc^t^^Vo^uloUlouP ' 
yzhich -Jfeem .to denote the Rufous Schet and the 
•Variegated Sehet, and . mark only two .-Viai^^eties of 
thefaine .fpe^cies. Briffon reckons three j but afew

■ differences

    
 



THE SCKET OF MADAGASCAR.

dijFefenc^fi^s^', in the colours are not to
ijon'f^.itute diifl^;infit ipecies, where the’ ihapg,' th? 
Ijze, and dll the other proportions, are the 
fame. . '

The Schets have the the Wa^g^«?
tail J Rhe)^^ are rather larger, meafuriog hx 
ihebes and a haJlf to’ the end of ths tfUe 
tail, to mention two feathers which .(^^ictend 
hlmoft five inches farther j the bill is feven Jmes, 
ti^iangular, very flat, broad at the bafe, befet 
With-br'lftles a! ’the corners, tand with hardly ;in^^ 
pet^ceptible cut^v^e’ at ■ the poi'^.t: a -leenttlFul ■ black* 
i^h-gl^een ^^ireft, with the lufire pf i^ltr.n>ihl^^^J 
ifeel, i^s bent ftm^joth back, and covers the besard'; 
the iris is yellow, ,and the eye-lid blue. ' .■* 
f . In-the firft variety, the fame dark - colour ■ that 
jiaints the ’ creft, encircles the neck; and inveils 
the back, the great quills of the wings andblf 
t^he taill^-olf which, the two' long feathers mea- 
fuf^e^Teven inches, and are white, as are alfo the 
ftnail-quills of the wings, and- all the undei^- 
part;'<^f' the body.

Jr^,the Schet-all^^ the colour of the creft ap
pears on the greatt quills of the wings, 
TX^lhofe coverts are marked' with- broad

■ J all the reft of the plumage is a bright 
gilded bay, which Edwards terms a Jinej/l^dining 

which is fpread equally over the tail 
Hp^^’.the 'Jwo long projecting fliafts j thefe lliafts 

,--^re fimilar to thofe which are fent olF from the 
iriiil- in the ^Angola and AbyfTmian Rpllers, only

' ' in
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In thefe birds they are ' the outefmop:, while 
in the Madagafear Moucherolle they occi^]^;y the 
middle. • r

The thhd variety, or St^J:)eTVoulouil(^UhdiZ3
SCarce^^;y any diffeirence from the preceding, except 
that the two projedling feathers of -the .ttiil are ' 
whitiffl; the reft of the plumage is bay-Goloui^<^c^^. 
jas .in til e Schet-all. .

In the Scbct-all -which is, prefecved in • the 
iiiiiig’s Cabinet, thefe two feathers are fix inches 
long; in another fpecimen, r'f^vThd them to bp 
eight-i^n^t^hes, and the outer \^ebs edged with 
hlack three-fourths of their length, and the 
remainder^, whit^is; in a third, thefe two long 
feathers .werei entirely wantinn;; whether w'e 
muft -impute this to fome accident, to the age, 
or.to the moulting, which Edwai^d^s^- thinks lafts 
Ex^' months'in thefe birds *? ■'

They are found not only in Madagafca^, but 
in Ceylon, and at the Cape of G^o^od - HopCi 
Knox gives a good 'defcription of themjj^.

' Edwards

•** “ I received this bird (the from. Ceylon. M. Brif-
J^n fays, that it comes from the Cape o’̂  Good Hopie'; but the

* figure.which he gives o^ it is fure^y iinp^jrfeift,. as has,not tbe- 
' two feathers of'the tail, which are fo remarkably large. I believ^er 

j,t is natural to fome birds which have thefe long tails, to want ■ 
them ■ fix months ■in the. yea^. . . . which I have feen in fom,e lonjg^ 
tailed birds at London, . . . The White Oreflted Flycatcher de- 
Icribed by Bri/Ton, is certainly tlic male of the fame

Gl S.ANIIiricSc 
f ** They are fmall bii^d,s, not mucih exceieding Sparro^^i 

charming to the eye, hut good for nothing elfe. Some of thefe 
birds have tlteir bodies as white as fnow, the quills of their ■t^ a 

foot

    
 



462 THE SCH^’T OF 'MADAGASOA^;

Edw^airds^ calls the third Schet^-all^- the Tied Birct^ 
ef Par^adt/e ; howz^c^v^e^^^ Schets are totally dill^er- 
eat from the Birds of Paradi^ie^i

foot long, and their heads black like with i tuft or creftj 
t^l^iefe are ma^^ others of the fame kind,.t^he o^y difference con- 
filling in the colour, which is reddilh-oringe : thefe birds h^vd 
alfo 'a tuftof black feathers ereflton the head. I believe the one 
fort are the ma^es, and the others the females of the fame • 
fpeeiej.’' ' ■ ■

tf Ceykitt by Robert Knox, Lotu^on, i68..:'
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The T YR ANTS.

H E appellation of Tyrant applied t'd 
thefe birds mul^ appear whimlfi^c^al.' Ac

cording to Belon, .the ancients termed the Lil^l^^e. 
Crowned Wr^en Tyrannus * : iri the prefent cafe, 
the name refers not only to this crown, but 
alfo to th^ir fanguina^y difpofition. A fad proo^ 
of human mife^y, that the idea of cruelty is 
ever conjoined with the emblem of poweir! 
We ihould therefore have changed this moi^rifj^-. 
ing and'abfurd term, but we found it too firmly 
eftabliihed by naturalifts :—It is not the firft time 
that we- have been compelled by the general 
ufage to acquiefee in improper and incongruous • 
epithets.’ ' '

Thefe inhabitants of the'New World are 
larger than the Flycatchers or Moucherolles ; 
they are ftronger and more vicious ; their bill 
is larger and firmer ; ihei:r diipofitipns are darker 
;^nd more 'audacious, and, in this refped^, they 
T^^femble the Shrik^es, to 'which they ar^e* analo- 
g^ous alfo in the fize of their body and, the ihape 

their bill.

* This word, in Gredk, figaifies merely a king or pfii^ce..
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The T I T • I R I, or P I P I R I.
L^t^im-Tyt^a^nnus, Linn, -Gmel. and Borocifk» 
Mufcicapa Tyrannus, Brii^., 
pica' Am^icana Crijlata, Frifch. 
I’urdns Corona RUira, Klein.

Tyrant Shri^ke, Lath.

Phe Tf^tr^ and Second Species,.

Yt has the fize^nd ftrength of the Great Cine* 
reous Shrike ; it is eight inches long, thirteen 

inches of alar extent j its bill flat, but thick, and 
thirteen lines long, briftled with muftaChoes, and - 
ftraight to the tip, where it is hoo^<^d: its tongue 
is acute and cartilagi^i^<^i^{5; the feathers on the 
crown of its .head are yellow at the root, and 
terminated with a blackifh fpeckling, which 
covers the reft w'lhen they are flat, but, when the 
bird fwells with rage, they become er-^df:, and 
the head then appears crowned with a broad tuft 
of the moft beautiful yellow; a light brown- , 
gray covers the back, andon the Tdtss of the neck • 
it melts to the white flate-gray of the anterior and. 
under-part of the bod;yi': the brown quiHsi^if the 
wing and o^ the tail are edged with a rufty thread.

The fem.ale has the yellow fpot on the head. 
though not fo broad, and its colours are more 
dilute, or duller than thofe of the male. A fe- 
jfiale, meafured at St. Domingo by the ^Cheval^i^er^' 

, 8 Deihayes,
’ \
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Delhi2^j-es, was an inch longer than the male, 
and its other dimej^^TK^ins^in propoir^ii^n: hence,, 
in general, the TmalleTt individuals in this fpecies 
are the males *.

At Cayenne,this Tyrant is called Tit/riy from' 
the ref^mtlh^ne" to its Ihrill noiTy Tcreams. The 
male and female keep commonly together in the 
cleared fpots of the forefts j they perch on the 
lofty treejs; and are very numerous in Guiana. 
They breed in the hollow trunks, or in the clefts . 
of the branches below the iliade the mofl 
leafy bough. If one attempts to plunder their 
young, their natural audacity changes into in
trepid fury ; they contend obftinately j they dart 
upon the perfon ; purfue him j and if, in fpite of 

-all their exertions, they are unable to refcue their 
't^<;ar offspring, they fondly vifit the cage, and 
carry food. • ,
• This bird, though fmall, appears to dread no 
fort of animal. “ Inftcad of fleeing, like the 
other birds,” fays Defhaycs, ‘ “ or concealing 
itfellf from the rapacious tribes, it attacks them 
with intrepidity, and hai^aHes them to fuch a 
degree, that it , gencra^Hy fucceeds in drivfn'g 
them' off. No animal dares to come near the

* %

* “ AH the Plpiiris are n^texaftly of the fame fiae or of the fame 
plumage ; bcfidcs the di^'crcnce rctna^i^I^ted in all the kinds between 
the male and the female, there is fl:ill another with refpeti: to tli^Ubulk 
of individuals in this fpecies. This dif^’ercnce is often perceived, 
and i^rikes even the moft cardefs obfei^-vers. Probably the abun
dance or fe^i^c^et^of proper food is the caufe of the divc^^iity”. 
Note communcated ;)'/6^CHBYALtER.DESHAyEs.

VOL. IV. • H H tree

    
 



466 THE TITIR^I, OR FIPIRl^.

tree where it breeds. It purfues to a confu^isi^-’ 
able diftance, and witl implacable ob^inac^, all 
that ,it conceives to be its enemies, dogs efpe- 
cially, and birds of prey It is not even' inti
midated at man ; fo lately has his empire been 
eftabliihed in thofe favage countries, that it feems 
not confcious of ■ his power In the ipoments 
of its fury it ihuts its bill forcibly,, which occa^*- 
lions a' quick repeated cracking.

In St. Domingo this bird is named Pipiri,, 
which, as well as Ttiiri^ expreiTes its ufual cry 
or fquall. It is diftingiiiihed into two varieties, 
or two contiguous 'fpecies : the firft is the 

of which we have juft fpoken, and which 
is called in that country Black^loeiai^i^d Pipiri.^
or Hhe TThick-billed Pipii^i; the other is. called. 
The Tell^f^iw-headed Pip^’iiii^ or The Migratory 
Pipi^r'i.^ and is fmaller and The. tippei^-
part of the body in 'the laft is gray, fringed 
throughout with v/i^iie; but^, in .ithe .Gr^eat Pipiri 
it is fringed with ruio^u^!}, The difpofii^ii^n.i^Jf the 
fmall .^iipiris is alfo much milder,- arid mot. fo - 
favage as the others. Thefe remain fequeftered 
in the wildernefs, and are never met ex
cept in pairs ; while the fmall Pipifis appear 
often in troops, and come near the fettlements’.

♦ * •)
* M. Defliiayes. , . . i - .

•+ I ft^ot a young one, which was only 'fliglitly ' -wounded^,^-
I^iy* liu'c negro who ran after it was attacked 'by a Shrikeio^F'tHe 
iiyrc ^i-e'r;isi which was probably ■ the mot^^if-: thisl- 
with 'uch- rancou-- on the boy’s head, that he had tl^e'Utii^o'fli'dif* 
liti;.',.'- ■ get ri^ of it.” Note a^inmaimcated by M.Vf Ma^^on'co^^.

. ■- They
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•

afTemble in confiderable flocks during the 
month of Aiug^uft, and blunt thofe places which 
yield certain kinds of -^et^r^ies that atti^aiilt the 
beetles and infe<3^s. At that, time thefe birds are 

. very fat, and are caught for the table*. ‘
Though they are called Migratory Pipiris, it ' 

is not probable, fays Deihayes, that they ever 
■juit the ifland of St. Domingo, which is of fuf-^' 
ficient extent to admit local changes. In faff, 
,they‘ leave their ufual haunts in certain feafo.ns, 
and follow the maturity o^ the fruits which feed 
their infe£t prey. All their other habits are- the 
fame, as thofe of the Great Pipiris t both fpecies 
are very numerous in St. Domingo, and few . 
birds occur in more frequenc^.f.

They live upon caterpillars, beetles, butter
flies, and wafps. -They perch on the highef^t 
fumm:^lt trees,, and eipecii^lly on the palms,

thence; they defc^y the infeflt as it roves in 
the air, and >lie inftant that they feize it they 
return again to their bough. They feem moft , 
•^nga-ged from feven in the morning till ten';
. , 1 i. ■

• M. Deihayes, -
f ‘1 They are ften in tlie forells,^- in the abandoned grounds, in 

the ciiltivated fpot's ; they like every fituation ; yet the fpecies of 
the Yellow-.headed Pipiris, which .are the molt numerous, feem fo ' ■ 
prefer the fettled parts. Jn winter tiiey come near the houfes ; 
and as this feafon from the miidnei's of the. climate correfponds to 
the■ fpj^iing in France, it feems that the cooincfs which then pre
vails iiifpires them with cheerfnlnefs. Never are they' feed fo 
ftoi/y, pr ,fo jo.yoi^!^,'as. in the montlis of November and December. , 
Thcyi/rolic with each .i^',J)er,. toy, and carefs^” Note commui^nicateii 

Deihayes.- ‘'‘ . ’
H H'2

t
and
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and again from four o’clock in the afternoon 
till fix. It is amufini’: to fee them hunting 
theii’fugacious prey, and purfuing their devious 
cburfe ; but their lofty confpicuous ftation ex- 
pofes them perpetually to the eye of the fowler.

No birds are fo early awake 'as the Pipiris ; 
they are heard at the firft appearance of 
they pafs the night on the fummits of the taileft 
trees, and hail the approach of the morning. 
There is no ftated feafon for their amours f^. 
They breed, .fays M.-Deiliayes, in the heats of 
autumnsand duj^'tng the_^ref3ening .ahr of 
at St. Domingo, though fpring is the moft. ufual 
feafon j they lay two or three eggs, fometimes 

, four, which are whiciih, and fpotted with brown.
Barrere reckons this bird a Bee-eater, and terms 
it Petit-ric. [A] _

* " Except the Cock, the Peaco^lc, and the Nightingale, which 
fing during the night, no bird is lb earl;y.” Note commi^nii^i^^ted By 
M, Frefnaye,.formterly Counfillkr at Port-au-Prince.

f “ The Black-headed Pipiris lay moft undoubti^i^Iy in DecenJr 
ber. We cannot af^rm whether each female breeds every year; 
nor whether thefe winter hatches, which fcetn.i^:^itr^o^(^ini^iry, be not 
occafioned by accidents, and deftined to repair the.ldis of hatches 
anade.in the proper feafon.” Note commiu^i^eated by M. DeJ^ayes.

[A] Specific charadler of the Xt ishtmcr
* “ reoi^; b^^owi^wiiit;; its top blacky a longitudinal itreaic, fiU- 

“ V0U5.’

The
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The TYRANT /)F CAROLINA.

Lanii^s-^-Ty^-annu!, var. 3. Linn, and GmcJl.

Thij'd Species.

From the account which Catefby has given 
of this hh’d, we do not hefitate to dafs it with 
the Pipiri of St. Domingo, fince its difpofition 
and its habits aye the fame *. But it is diftin.— 
guiihed by its red crown, and the manner of 
placing its nefi, which is left entirely expofed in 
the ihrubs, or builies ; wher-eas’ the Pipiri con- . 
ceals its nel^, or even lodges it in the holes of 
trees. It is nearly of the fame fize as the ’Great ’ 
Pipiri i 'its bill feems lefs hooked •: Catefby fays ' 
only that it is broa^dl^jf^at^ ami tapering. The red

’ * " Th^eiC^ourage of this little bird is fingular. He purfu'es ajid 
-j^uts to flight all kinds of birds that come near his Petition, from the 

fmallclt to the largeft, none efcaping his fury ; nor did I ever fee 
n^^ny that 3ared to oppo^^'him while flying, for he does not oifer to 
attack them when fitting. I have fecn one of them fix on the back 

' of ^i^t^^^i^gle, and pe'rfecute him fo that he has turned on his back 
intb'faric^uS'f^c^flu'res in the air, in order to get rid of him,,; and at 
ItLitvyas forced to alight on the top of tiie next tree, from whence 
he dared not to move, till the little Tyrant was tired, or thought ^t 

• Hi^.'-^-This is the con^ant praClice of the cock, while the
heti^^fs bleeding ; he fits on the top ofa bijih, or Imall tree not far 
from her ne^, near which if any fmal! birds approach. Hr drives 
them away ; but the great ones, as Crows, J^a^iwtsi Eagles, he 
will not fufFer to come within a quarter of a mile of him without 
attacking them. They have only a chattering note, wJiich they 
utter with great vehemence all the time they are fghtii^jj.—When- 
theiif young are flown they are as jj^t^i^ceable as other .bi-rds.’* 
Catesb’Y. ,

5’Lr • H .H3 fpot
>

    
 



47o the tyrant of Carolina.
fpot on the upper-part of its head is very bril
liant, and is encircled ’w’th black feathers, which 
.conceal it when they -are clofed.—This bird ap
pears in V^iginia ahd Carolina about the -month 
of April J there breeds, and. departs in the be*- 
giiming of winter. ,

A bird fent to the King's cabinet, under the 
name .o:f Louifiana appears to be exadly
the fame with the Carolina Tyrant of Catefby. 
It is larger than the fifth fpecies, or. Cayenne 
Tyi^ant, and almoin equal 'to the Great Pipiri of 
St. Domingo. An ai^i-colour, almoft black, is 

. fpread over all the upper-part of the body, from 
the crown of the head to the end of the tail, 

.which terminates in a fmall white bar ihaped 
into feftoons ; light ' whitiih waves are inter- - 
mix^ed' in the fmall quills of the wing ; ’ fome 
fmall i^^r^caks of deep orange, inclined to ped;^, 
Ihine through the blackiih .quills on tb^^oja^of 
the head . ; the throat is of a pretty pure white,^- 
which is ihaded - .with black on- thd bl^^:a;ft,' ahd- 
again becomes fnowy from ' the ,jfl;om'ach as ' 
as the tail. [A]

[Aj'T^he Carolina Tyrant builds its nell: wltK wool' and'niofs, 
. and lines it ’ With fibrous roots. It lays five eggs, Whicii 'aj'e white, 

v/ithi ’tufty Ip<^ti^.' • ' ' ,

The
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. The The CUIRIRI.

L^)^it^s-^]^itangua, Li^nn. and Gmel. 
Pitangna-g^iiacH, Ray and Will. 
^yra^nnus Brafilienfi-, BriT. '
^be Brazilian Shrike, Lath.

.Fourth Species.
This Tyi^ant, called Bcnta’vco at ■ Buenos- 

Ay^i^es, whence it was'brought hy Commerfon.^ . 
and Pitangua-guacu by the people of Brazil, has 
been defcribed by M^ai^cgi^av^e*. He makes it of 
the fize of the Stare (we will obferve that it is 
thj^ck^e^i"- and more bull^;^^); and reprcfents its bill 

. as ■thick, broad, and pyramidal, its edges fliarp>j, 
and more*than an inch long^., its head buH^jy; 
its heck ihort j the head, the top of 'its n*ck, the 
whole its back, its wings, and its tail, of a, 
blackiih brown, ilightly ihaded v^iith 'dull green;

*5 “ TheJ’tti^ng^u'a-giJacu of the Brazilians, Bep^l^iere of the Portu-* 
g^uefe,- is equal in bulk to^he.Stare , ; has a bill thick,: bro^^, ■ pyra
midal, fomewhat more than an inch iharpened- exteriorly j its
head cotinpi^ief^ed, 'and b^c^addli h its neck Ihoi-t, ' which it crn^t^i^i^iJls 
when fitting. Its body is nearly twtS inches and a hal^ long- its- 
Jail broadii^, and three inches long ; its legs and feet are brown. 
Its head, the, uppl^l:r.pa^i of its neck,, the whole.iof,^t5 .back, its 
wings, and.its.tai^, are,^^,a blackiih brown, mixcd.with a very .little 
gr^eenilh. The low^^^-part of its neck, its bread, and its lciw.ei-- 
belly, have yellow fea^hi^i^s; the uppi^i^-p^rt, ha^^^ve^, near the' 
head, has a little crown of white. Fs^am below the ihsoai to the 
^^igin of the bill is white. It calls with a loud v^^ce. Some of 
thefe birds . have a yelJ^ow fpot on the top of ~t:he head ; fome have 
it partly yellow ; they are called by the Brazilians, Cuiriri. In 
ov■esy other sefpoft they are like the Pita^r^g^ia-Gt/xc^u,” Marc- 
CRA.vE. ' . •

■ ' « w >• itsH H 4

    
 



472 the BEN'TAV^^.O, or THE CUIRLRI.

its throat white, and alfo the little bar Dn the 
eye; the breaft and bAy yellow j and the fmall 
quills of the wings fringed- with ' rufly colour. 
Marcgrave adds, that fome of thcfe birds have 

■ an orange ipot on the crown of the head, and 
otherf5.a yellow one. The Brazilians call th^Ip 

.Cuir'u^i', and in every other -property they are 
iimilar fo the Pitangur-guacu. Seba applies the 

. n^ame 'CuUrir^’t to a fpecies entirely different.
Xhus the. Bentaveo of Buenos-^.Ayres and the 

ii’itangua and Cuiriri of ^]^:razil are the fam^;. 
and in their inilindls iimilar to the Gr^eat Pipiri 
of St. Doming^o,' or the Titiri of Ca;yei^i^(;: but 
the colours of the Bentaveo, its bulk, and the , 
thicknefs of its bill, the moi^ obviouf^y diftir]^* 

*gi^ii'ili it. [A]

. [A] Specific character of the Lanii^s-Pi^itat^n^^er .■—", It is bl^c^lc;' 
• "^lelow white ; a yellowy ftreak on its ; a white belt on its 
.** eyes.” ’ '

The. GAYENNE'TyRA^NJT^.

Mufcicapa Ferox, Gmel.
• ’Tyramitis C'ayy^^^meth, BriiT. ■

The Tyrant Flycatcher, Lath. ,

Fifth Species. ■

Tt -is larger than the Red-backed Shrike of Eu
rope.' In the fpecimen belonging to the Ring’s 
cabinet all 'the upper-part -, of t|ie body is .'afh- 

^'‘grayj 'deepenihg' into black on the wings, of 

■ • which

    
 



T^lKE CAYENNE TYRANT^. 473

quills have a light white border ; 
the tail is of the fame /ark caft, and is pretty 
broad, and three inches long ; the whole bird 
mcafures feven inches, and the bill ten lines ; 
a lighter gray covers the throat, and receives a 
greenifn tinge on the breaft j the bill is of a 
ftraw, or light fulphur colour ; the fmall fea
thers on the'top, and anterior part of the head, 
are half ere<i^, and are painted with fome fti^okes 
of citron-yellow and -^t^t^i^i^j^-^^yellow ; the bill is 
flat, befet wui^hijri^itl^les, and hooked at the point. 
The female is not of fo deep a brown.

The Little Cayenne Tyrant of the Planches 
Enluminles is rather finaller than the preceding, 
and only - 'a variety of it. The one deferibed by 
Bi'iffon is alfo a variety. [A] .
■ ... - 9 .

[A] Specific ch^^^tiler of the Mufcica^pa Ferox:—“ It is brown ; 
its chin, its throat, and its breaft, cinereous ; its belly yellowiih j 

‘ ’f the greater quills of its wings olive at their margin.”
/ , •

♦ . .

The C A U D E C.

Mufckapa Au^iax, Gmel. '
The Ti^i^li^ov'-crcvjned Flycatcher, Lath.

Sixth Species,
' This ‘is the Spotted Ply catch er of Caye^nyie^ as 

reprefented ill the Planches Enh^jnii^^ki) but the ■ 
hoc^tced form-6f its'bill, its ftreng^thi,-tt!^ dfize,- and 
jte/diij^(^fii^5^<^n, entitle it to the name of Tyr^ant.

' ’It
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, It is called Ct^iudec at Cayenne, and Is* eight 
, inches lonj;; the bill V fcallop<^d’at the edges 

iiear the hooked point, is befet - with briftlt^j^* 
and is thirteen lines long. Dark gray and 
white, intermixed with fome nifty lines on

. the wings, compofe its varied plumage ; white 
pr^edominates on the under furface of the body--, i 
where it is fprinkled • with long blacki^i fpots ; 
the blackiih, on the other hand, is the prevailing 
colour on' the back, where' the white forms only 
fome edgings. Tvyo whit^e- lines run obliq^uel^y, 
the one over the eyes, the other below theitt; ’ 
fmall blackiih feathers hal-f conceal the yellow 

, fpot on the crown of the head. The feathers of 
ta^i,. which are black in the middle, have 

broad borders of rufous ; the hind nail is the 
ftrongeit of all.—“The Caudec haunts the creeks, ' 
and perches on the low branches of trees, feed- 
jng-probably.upon, aqu^tc  ̂infeits. If is left fre
quent than the Id’iri, but has the fame audacity'

, and cruelty. In the female, the yell(^w‘fpot is 
wanting on the head ; and in fome males that 
fpot is orange, a difference which is perhaps 
owing to the age.

The
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The TYRANT O# LOUISIA^NA.

MiUcicapa Lt^t^oo/iciana, Gmel.

Ss’ventJi Species..

This bird was..fent from Louifiana to the 
Royal cabinet, under the name of Flycatich^e^i^^' 
but ought to be ranged with.the T^imnts. It is., 
as large as the Red-backed Shrike ; its bill is 
Ipng, flat, befet with briftles, and hooked ; its* 
plumage is gray-brown on the head and back, 
light flate-colour on .^he throat, yellowiih on the 
belly, and light rufous on the great coverts ; its, 
wings cover only the third part of its tail, which 
is a brown afh-colour, ihaded with a little rufous 
from the wings. We are unacquainted with its 
inftinds, but thefe features fufficienJy charac
terize it J and as it has the ftrength - of the Pipiris, 
it probably has ' alfo their habits. [A]

[A], Specific 'charafler of the Mufdcapa Lut^cot/icianaIt is 
bro>w^-<^ii^^(^j^«^<^i^s; below yellowiih ; its throat flate-colc^i^r; the 

** quills of its wings, and the edges of thofe of its tail, rufou;^.”. .    
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B!. I R D S

RELATED TO THE' FLYCATC^HERS, THE 
MOUCHEROLLES, AND THE TYRANTS.

The KInKi-MANOU of MADAGASCAR.

•' Mtifc'ncapa Ca^<a, Gnw^. i
'l^MUcicapa Mladagnfcarenjis C^'^eca Briff.
^he AJ^-coloui^id Flycatcher, Lath.

^“jp HIS bird is diilinguifhed from the Fly
catchers by its fize, being almoft as large ' 

as a Shrike; but it refembles them in many other 
charatdf^i^S!; thoiigh’ a contiguous fpecies, there
fore, it cannot be included among them, but 
evinces that, our artificial divifions correfp'ond■ 

jiot. to the difcriminating lines tracp^jby Nature. 
,The Kinki-MI^^nou is eight inches and a .hallf 
long, and is bulky ; its head is 'blat^lk; and that 

'colour extends like a rc^iind hood,on the'l^o^^. of 
its neck and under its bill,; the upper-part of 
its body is cinereous, and the under-part al^- 

' blue; the bill isvl^^ghitly hooked at the tip, arid 
not fo ftrong as that of the Shrike, nor even fo 
H^r^ong as that of the Little Tyrant; a few ihort 
briftles rife from the corner of the bill; the 
leg^^’ are of a lead colour, and thick and ftrong. 

jii f The

    
 



C 477 3

The RED FlYcATC^H^E^R^.

<(

<(

I am of opinion that the Red Flycatcher of 
Catef^^y, and ihzRed CaTrolinaFlyeatcher of Brif- 
fon, cannot be referred to the genus of the Fly
catchers, or that of the Mducherolles ; for though 
its fize, the length of its tail, and even its mode 
of life, feemlo be analogous, its bill is' thick, 
large, and yellowiih, which rather points its re
lation to the Yellow Bunting. We ihall there
fore regard it as an anomalous fpecies. It is thus 
defcribed by Catefby : “ It is about the bulk of 
“ a Sparrow ; it has large black eyes ; its bill

is thick, flrong, and yellowiih : the whole of 
the bird is of a fine red, except the inner 
fringes of the wing-quills, which are brown ; 
but thofe fringes are not feen unlefs the wings 
areTpread ■: it is a bird of paifage, and leaves 
Carolina and 'Virginia, in the winter j the fe- 

“ male is ' brown, with a yellow ihade.'' Edwards 
' alfo deferibes it, and admiks, that it has the bill 
of the ■grahiv'c ’̂roiis clafs, on^' longer. 'I tbink^^ 

j adds hi;', ihat Catefby found that thefe birds'feed 
upon flies, fmce he gives the Latin appellation 
■of Mujcieapa R^ubra,

The
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The D R O N G O.

Fotrficatus, Gmcl.
Mu/ci^a-pa Madagafcarenjts Ni^ra Miajor CriJ^ata, Br^T. 

Fo^k^^ailed Shr'tke, 'Lath. ■

Though r^c^m^e^n^clators have clafTed this bird witli 
the Flycatchers, it appears to differ widely both 
from thefe, and from the Moucheirollc^s;; we 
have therefore feparated it entirely, and affigned 
it the name Dr^oi^^ro^ which it receives in
M^adagafcar. Its characters ar<3: i. Its bulk,
being larger than- the Blackbird, and thickeir: 
2. The tuft on. the oi’igin of the biil: 3. Its bill 
is not fo flat;: 4. The tarfus and toes are very 
l^r^ong. Ali its plumage is black, varying 
•^ith grceE,' j direC^^^ under . the root of the upperr 
mandible fome long and very n'ai^i^c^w' feathers 
rife erect to the height of an. inch, and eight 
lines j they bend forward, and make a very od4 
fo]^^l:,of crelf:; the two outer-quills lof the tail 
project .an inch and feven lines beyond-the two- • 
middle ones- j the others are of. an intermediate > 
length, and diverge, which occafions the tail to 
Jie very forked. Ccmmerfcn -affures iis, that the 
Drongo has a pleafarit warble, whicli; he com^ 
pares to the .fcl^g■ of the Nightingale ; and this 
makes a wide difference from the Tyr^ants, which 
have all fhrill cries, and are befides natives of 
A^merica. This Drongo was firft brought fr^^.gi ■

7 Madagafcar

    
 



THE DRONGO. a75'
Madagafcar by Poivre ; it has alfo come frorei 
the Cape of Good Hope, rand from China. We 
have remarked that the/reft is wanting in fome 
fpecimens, and we have no doubt that the .l^i^ird 
fent to the'Royal cabinet under the name the 
'Foi^lkc^-ttail FlycatcC^ee of CJhina^^ b<^li^ngs t<o’ tl^:^is 
fpeciesj and is perhaps a femali^; the refem- 
blahceji if we except the creft, being ‘ entire be
tween this Chinefe bird and the Drongo.

There is alfo a kind of Drongo found on the 
Malabar coaf^, wher^c^e^' it was fent by Sonnei^r^t: 
it is rather larger than that of Madagafcair, 
or that of China ; its plumage is wholly black, 
but its bill is ftronger and thicl^<^r; it has not 
the creft.; and what the moft diftinguiihes it are, 
the ■ two long fhafts which project from the 
ends the' two outer-quills of the tad; 

.they ate almoft bare for fix inches of their 
Jengthj and have webs near their extremities 
as at their origin. We are unacquainted with 
ihe habits of thls ‘birdC^lf Malabar ; but they ar$ 
probably the' fame as thofe of the Drongo of 
Madagafcar, fmce the external characters are' 
alike in both. [A] •

, [A] Specific charafter of the La>tius_ Forficatus Its 
“ is foi^l^i^d; it has an creft cvef^ on its front ;^its body is greeniih- 
^'bfack.” ' "    
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The P I A U''^II A^ tJ,

J^ufc'icapu (imcl.
Mufcicapa Cayanei^tjis Major, BriT.
Tj&ff Purpl(--t}^i^oated Flyaataher, Lath.

The Piauhau is larger than any of the T.j^i^ants, 
and is therefore excluded from the Fly^catchers » 
indeed, except in its bill, it bears not the leaft 
analogy to thefe, and fcems to occupy a detached 
place in the ordei;-o^ Nature.

It is eleven inches long, and is larger than 
the MiiTcl Thrufh. All its plumage is deep 
black, except a deep purple fpot that cqvers the 
throat in the male, but is wanting in the female ; 
the wings, when clofed, exten.d as fltr as the 
end of the taii; the bill is fixteen lines long,, 
and eight broad at the bafe, very flat, and iliaped 
almo^ like' an ifplcdcs triangle, with a fmall 
hook at the point. *

• ■ Thefe birds move . in flocks, and commonly • 
' precede the Tcucans, and always uttering thh 
ilirill cry pzhauUau.: ii: i^ faii^, tth^l: tl^^yr fe<^d 
upon fruits like the Toucans j but probably 
they alfo eat the winged for the catch
ing of whiicl^^^I^i^i^ure feems ’ to have faihioned 

-their bill. Tfiey are very lively,' and almo^ in- 
continual 'motion. They refide only in the 
w^oods like the . Toucans, and generally haunt 
the faime fppts.

    
 



The M a u h a 1^. ■-

- Birlffon alks if the Jacapu of be .
tiot the fame with thj^Plauhau * ? We may 
anfwer that it is not. The Jacapu- of Marc
grave has indeed a black plumage, with only a 
purple, or rather a red fpot under its throat:; 
but at the fame time, its tail is long^^ its wiling is 

Jfhor^t^^ and its' ^fze is that of a Lark ; thefe cha
raCters do not app^ly to -the Piauhau. [A J

I Thus the Kinki-Manou and the Drongo of 
M^a^dagafcar, the Red Flycatcher of Virginia 
and the Piahau of Cayenne, are all contiguous 
fpecies, but effentially different from thofe of 
the Flycatchers, the Mouchci^oUcs., and the

* a bird of the bulk of a Laric; its tail extended ;
’ its legs ihort and blat^lc; its nails (harp on the four t^^s; its bill 

fomewlhat curved and blacky half an inch lonjEj; its whole body 
is clothed with black ^^ning feathers ; but under the„ thr^^t, fpots 
of vermilion are mixed with this blaclc.” - '

[A] Specific cha:rafter of the Mufckapa RubricoUis:—“ It is
. " black, a great fpace on its chin and throat red.”

END OF THE.xIOURTH VOLUME.
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