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PASSED BY 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL 
IN  T H E  YEAR 1904. 

I. An Act to provide for the regulation of the possession and sale of 
all poisons i u  certain local areas, and the importatiou, 
possefision and sale of white arsenic general1 y. 

11. 9, 
to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Courts iu  

the Central Provinces. 
111, ,, to make furtl~er regarding the borrowing powers 

of certain local authorities. 

IV, , to provide for the Regulation of tlie Border Military Force 
i n  the North-West Frontier Province, 

V, ,, to amend the Indian Oficial Secrets Act, 1899. - 

V I ,  ,, further to amend the Transfer of Property Act, 1882, 

VII. ,, to  provide for the preservation of Ancient Moll uments and 
of objects of archseological, historical or artistic interest. 

VIII .  ,, to amend the law relating to the Universities of British 
India. 

IX. ,, to authorize the levy of due3 on vessels for t5e  provision of 
lights on the coast of the Presidency oE Madras. 

X, ,, to provide for the co~~stitution and control of Co-operative 
Credit Societies. 

XI. ,, t o  revive and continue section 8 B of the Indian Tariff Act, 
1894. 

. . 

XII.  ,, . further to amend the Indian Emigration Act, 1883. 
XIII. ,, further to a~nend the Indian Articles of Wa?. 

to  supplement mrtaiu provisions of the City o f ~ o m b e ~  
Irnprovernent Act, 1898. 

XV, ,, further toamend the Indian Stamp Act, 1899. 
- X'I. ,, tq repeal certain words io the Sea Customs Act, 1878. 
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ACT No. I OF 1904. 

' PASSED BY THE GOVERNOR GBNERAL OF INDIA IN COUNUIL. 
(Received the assent of tWe Bove~.mor General ora the 22nd 

Jflnzcary, 1904.) 

An Act to  provide for the regulation of the 
possession and sale of' all poisons in cer- 
tain local areas, and the importation, 
possession and sale of white arsenic 
generally. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for 
regulating the possession and sale of all poisons 

in certain local areas, and the importation, possession 
and sale of white arsenic throughout the whole of 
British India; I t  is hereby enacted as follows :- 

I. (I)  This Act mag b e  called the Poisons Act, 
1904 ; and 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India'. 

Poisons generally. 

2, (I) 8ubject to the control of the Governor Power to 
General in Council, the Local Government may, by ~ $ g ~ ~ ~ o n  
rule, regulate within the limits of any municipality for sale aria 
or cantonment the possession for sale and the sale, $;;~zY 
whether wholesale or by retail, of any specified ,,,,,,, ,, ,,,, 
poison, 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the power conferred by sub-section (I), 
rules made thereunder may provide for, amongst 

i other matters,- 
(a) the grant of lioenses to possess any specified 

I poison for saie, wholesale or by retail, and 
1 the fixing of the fee (if any) to be oharged 

I for such licenses; 
(6) the 



(6)  the classes of persons to wbom alone ~ u c h  
licenses may be granted ; 

(c)  the classes of persons to whom alone any 
suoh poison may be sold ; 

(d) the maximum quantity of any such poison 
whioh may be sold to  any one person ; 

(e) the maintenance by vendors of any suoh poi- 
son of registers of sales, the partioulars to 
be entered in such registers, and the inspee- 
tion of the same ; 

($) the safe oustody of such poisons and the 
labelling of the vessels, paobages or cover- 

, ings in which any suoh poison is sold or 
possessed for sale ; and 

(g) the inspeotion and examination of any such 
poison when possessed for sale by any such 
vendor. 

(3) Any substance specified as a p~ison in a rule 
made under this section shall be deemed to be a 
poison for the purposes of this Act. 

Whi te  .4ree&c. 

Power kl 3. The Governor General in Oouncil may, by 
prohibit notifioation in the Gazette of India, prohibit, except 
importation under and in accordanctl with the conditions of a 
into British 
l"dia of license, the importation of white arsenic into British 
white ereenio India, and may, by rule, regulate the grant of licenses 
except under 
license. and prescribe the conditions to he imposed thereby 

under this section. 

Power to 4. ( 1 )  Subjeot to the control of the Governor 
regul~te General in Oouncil, the Local Government may, by 
~ " w e s s i o ~  rule, regulate within the whole or any part of the 
or sale and 

sale of white territories under its administration the possession for 
alssenic sale and the sale, whether wholesale or by retail, of 

white arsenic. provinoe. 
(2) I n  particular and without prejudioe to the 

generality of the power conferred by sub-section ( I ) ,  
rules made thereunder may provide, amongst other 
matters, for all or any of the matters specified in  sec- 
tion 2, sub-section (2). 

(3) Rules 



- -  

Poisofis. 3 

Rules made under sub-section (1) may furtlicr 
that no person sh&l+ Lie11 y powdered white 

unless the same is, before tile sale thmeof, 
with soot, indigo or Prussian blue in the pro- 
of half an ounce of soot, indigo or Yrussian 
least to one pound of the white arsenic, and so 

ion for any greater or less quantity : 
vided that, where such arsenic is stated by the 

to be required for some purpose for which 
ixture would, according to the represent- 

of the purchaser, render it unfit, such arsenio 
be sold, without suoh admixture, in a quantity 
t less than ten pounds at any one time. 

cal Government, with tho previous 
Governor General in Council, may 

le, regulate the possession of white 
any local area in which murder by poison- 

rug or the offence of mircl~ief by 
e therewith appears to i t  to be of such 

ccurrence a to render restrictions on the 
possession thereof desirable. 

(2) I n  making any rule under sub-section (I), 
the Local Government may direct, that any breach 
thereof &all be punishable with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, ox with fine 
which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with 
botb, together vith confiscation of the white arsenic 
i n  respect of which the breach has been oommitted, 

els, packages or coverings in allich the 

Other Poisms. 
6, (1) The Governor General in Council may, 

by notific~tion in the Gazette of India, apply to any 
specified poison other than white arsenic all or any of 
the orovisiona of this Act  relating exclusively to 
whit6 arsenic. 

(2) Any srlbstauce specified as a poison in a noti- 
fication issued under sub-section (1) shall be deemed 
to be a poison for the purposes of t h ~ s  Act. 

Penalties 

Power t o  
regulnte 
possession o f  I 
white aratnics 
in certein 
traota. 



Penal ties o/nd Procedure. 
7. (1) Whoever,- 
(a) commits a breach of any rule made under seo- 

tion 2 or section 4, or 
( b )  imports into British India, without a license,- 

white arsenic the importation of which is 
for the time being restricted under section 
3, or 

(c) breaks any condition of a license for the  im- 
portation of white arsenic granted to him 
under section 3, 

shall be punishable,- * 

( i r o n  a first conviotion, with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to three months, or 
with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees, or with both, and 

(ii) on a second or subsequent conviction, with 
imprisonment for a term which may ex- 
tend to six months, or with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees, or 
with both. 

(2) Any poison in respect of which an offenoe has 
been committed under this section, to$ether with the  
vessels, packages or coverings in w h ~ o h  the same is 
found, and, in the case of any offence mentioned in  
clause (b )  or clause (c) of sub-section ( I ) ,  any animals 
and convsyances used in carrying it, shall be liable to 
con fisoation. 

8. (I) The District BIagistrate, the  Sub-divisional 
Magistrate and, in a Presidency-town, the Commis- 
sioner of Police, respectively, may issue a warrant for 
the search of any plaoe in which he has reason to 
believe or to suspect that  any poison is possessed or 
sold in contraven'tion of this Act or any rule there- 
under or that any poison liable to oonfiscation under 
this Act is kept or concealed. - 

(2) The person to whom the  warrant is directed 
may enter and searoh the place in accordance 

therewith, 
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Cerrztrat Provhces Coarts. [ACT II 

any suit or original proceeding of a value 
t exceeding five thousand rupees ; 

civil districts comprised in tile civil division. 
(2) The local limits of the jurisdiction of the 

Courts mentioned in sub-section ( I ) ,  clauses (a) and 
(b) ,  shall be such as the Local Gove~nment may, by 
notification in the local official Gazette, de6ne. 

14. The Local Government may, by notification 
iuvest certain 
( ' O U T ~ S  with in the local official Gazette, invest any District Court 
small cause or any Court of a Subordinate Judge with the juris- - 

diction of a, Court of Small Causes under the Provin- 
cial Small Cause Courts Act, ,1887, foi; the trial of ~x of 
suits cognizable by sucll Courts up to such value, not 
exceeding five hundred as it may think fit, in 
cases, arising within the local limits of its jurisdiction 
or in any specified area within such limits, and may 
withdraw any jurisdiction so conferred. 

15. Subject to the provisions of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, X I V O ~  16 

COUI*~. 1887, and any other enactment for the time being in IX ,,f 1 8 ~  
force, the Courts to whioh appeals are lloreinafter 
declared to lie, shall respectively have authority to 
hear appeals from the deorees and orders of the Courts 

subordinate 

. 
. 

. 





Centpal Prowifices Courts. 
( C h a ~ t e r  III.-The Subordinate Civil Courts.--8ec- 

tioms 18-20.) 

*other Uivil Courts in the local area within its jurisdic- 
tion ; and, subject as aforesaid a n d  to the- con&ol of 
the Divisional Court, the Distriot Court shall superin- 
tend and control all other Civil Courts in t he  local 
area within its jurisdiction, 

Oourt. 
(2) The Court trying any suit withdrawn under 

sub-section (1) from a Court of Small Causes shall, 
for the purposes of such suit, 'be deemed to be a, Court 
of Bmall Causes. 

Cause Courts Act, 1887, the Divisional Court and the 
District Court, respectively, may, by order in writing, 
direct that any civil business cognizable by i t  and the 
Courts under its control shall be distributed among 
those Courts in such manner as i t  thinks fit : , 

Provided that, except in so far as it may affect the 
exclusive jurisdiction of st Oourt of Small Causes, or a 
Court invested with the jurisdiotion of a Court of 
Small Causes, a direction given under this section 
shall not empower any Court to exercise any powers 
or deal with any business beyond the limits of- its 
proper jurisdiction. 

(2) When any such suit, appeal or other proceed- 
ing comes before any Judge of a Subordinate Court, 
he  shall forthwith transmit the record of -the case to 
the Court empowered to transfer oases to which he is 
subordinate, with a report of the circumstances 

attending 

. 
4 

. 



































1904:] North- West Bot0der Military Police. 33 

(#ections 17-19.) e 

ernment may declare that the Court of any Deputy p owers of Beasions 
Commissione~, and no other Court, shall be deemed to co,h on 

e the Court of Swsion for the disposal of cases, or Deputy Corn- 
f any class of cases, arising under .this Act. mus~oner. 

67. Any person invested with any powers under criminal powers con- v of 1808. the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, for the disposal ferredwithin 
ef any case under this Act within the limits of British British India 
India, shall, in relation to any case arising undor this ~ a ~ ~ b ~ ~  
Act beyond such limits, have the same powers and be beyond 
subject to the same conditions as to appeal or other- 
wise as if such case had arisen within such limits. 

18. The Local Government, with the previous Pf:;?? 
sanction of the Governor General in Council, may, by other bodice 
notification in the official Gazette, apply, with such enro!led fur 
modifications (if any) as it may think fit, any of the g:FgF 
provisions of this Act and the rules thereunder to the 
Border Militia or to any persons for the time being 
enrolled for similar service on the external frontier of 
British India. 

19. The Local Government may, by aotifioation Power to 
in the official Gazette, make rules- make rules. 

(a) regulating the functions and powers of the 
Deputy Commissioner and Commandant, 
respectively, under this Act ; 

(8 )  regulating the classes and grades of, and the 
remuneration to be paid to the officers and 
men of, and the conditions of service in, 
the Border Military Police Force ; 

(c )  fixing the period of service for Military Police- 
officers in any district or local area; 

(d) regulating the award of minor punishments to 
Military Police-officers under the powers 
conferred by section 10, and providing for 
appeals from, or the revision of, orders 
under that section ; and, 

(e)  generally,Por the purpose of: carrying into 
effect the provisions of this Act. 

THB 
D 

a - * . 
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34 Xorth- West B o r d e ~  Military Police. [AUT IQ 

(The  Schedzc1e.-Cond@io@a of service.) 

OONDITIONS OF SERVICE. 

[flee section 2, clause (a)  .I 
AFTER you have served for (such period us the 

Zocal CSovertament may have prescribed in this b e h a y )  
in the Border Military Police Force maintained under 

+, 

the North-West Border Military Police Act, 190% 
you may a t  any time, when not on active service, 
apply for your discharge, through the officer to whom 
you may be subordinate, to the Commandant or to 
the Deputy Commissioner of the district in which you 
may be serving, and you mill be granted your dis- 
charge after three months from the date of your appli= 
cation, unless your discharge would cause the vacancies 
in the said Force to exceed one-tenth of the sanctioned 
strength, in which case you shall be bound to remain 
until this objection is waived by competent authority 
or removed. But when on active service you shall 
have no claim to a dissharge and you shall be bound 
to remain to  do your duty until the necessity for 
retaining you in the said Force ceases, when you may 
make your application in  the manner hereinbefore, 
pescribed. I n  the event of your re-enlistment after 
you have been discharged, you sh?ll have no claim to 
reckon for pension or other purposes your service 
previous to your discharge : 

Provided that, if you wish to withdraw from the 
said Force, you illay resign a t  any time before tho 
expiration of the first three months of your service, 
but  not afterwards until the completion of the period 
prescribed as aforesaid : 

Provided, also, that tlie Commandant or the Deputy 
Commissioner may, if he thinks fit, allow you t(p 

resign 

. 
0 

* .  









0flcb-l 8ecrets. [ACT % 

'* 

Provided that a person accused of any such offence. 
 hall not be released on bail unless on the order of ;a 
Magistrate d the fir~t clags. 

(2) Every other offence against this Aot shall be 
non-oognizable. 

charge of the fortress, arsenal, factory, dockyard, camp 
or ship, or of the nearest military station, Qr before a 
Magistrate of the first class. 

(2) Whese any person has been tattaken or sent 
before the oornma~ding or other o@cer is accordance 
with sub-section ( I ) ,  4 ~ 9 h  officer may, if be think fit, 
disoharge suoh person, but, if he d.oes not discha~ge 
him, shall, without unnecesgary delay, take or send 
him to the nearest police~otation, 95: to any Magistrate 
of the first class. 

(3) Where any person has been taken or sent to a 
police-station or to a Magistrate under sub-section (2),  
the provision8 of the Code of Uriminql Prscedure, 1898, Y of 1898, 
shall, save as otherwise provided by section 7, apply to 
him as tllough he had been taken to such police-sta- 
tion or Nagistrate without being taken or sent before 
the commanding or other officer. 

7. (I) No Nagistsnte of the second class ehall 
have 

9 

























(Anciafit ~dkzcmehta..-fleec/io~8 9-10. 
4 

bei~g,  undb~ sek't;f~n 4 dF d60t20n 6, %iid e v e q  pepgob 
elaiming ahf tielf3 kt3 a ffiondfdlight frbfn, throtxgh Or 
under an owner Whb elirecuted any euih ifi$t~tlment, . 
ghall be bound by BUoh insttument. 

(2) On the hearing of en application under sub- 
sestion ( I ) ,  the Dislrict Judge h a y  eummon and 
examine the bwner and any person whose evidencze 
appears to him ne'debeary, and may pass an order for 
the prbper application of tilo eradowmlent or of any 
part thereof., and any snah order may be executed as 
if it were the de0re.e of a Civil Court, 

(a) any mohument wliich or any part of whi& fa 
periodiuslly used for religious observanses *; 

102 
t b )  aay xktoxutnent which is the skl'tj&ct of a &ib.- 

histing agmement exmuted under seetion 6. 

(3) I n  

a 

* 
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190h.J A nciefit iWun?~nzents P~*eservalion. Pa3 

( T k ~ o f l c  in Antiq~dities.-Section 17.) 4 

in respect of which an agreement has been executed 
under. section 5, and any owner or occupier who conL 
travenes an order made under section 7, subGZ6tion 
( I ) ,  shall be punishable with fine which may extend 
to five thousand rupees, or with imprisonment which 
may extend to three months, or with both. 

Traf l c  in Antiquities. 
17. (1)  If the Governor General in Council ap- rowertg  

prehends that antiquities are being sold or removed Governor 
General in to the detriment of India or of any neighbouring coun- ounoil t o  

try, he may, by notification in the Gazette of India, oontrol trafic 
in anti- prohibit or restrict the bringing or taking by sea or 

by land of any antiquities or class of antiquities do- 
scribed in the notification into or out of British India 
or any specified part of British India. 

(2) Any person who brings or takes or attempt#s 
to bring or take any such antiquities into or out of 
British India or any part of British India in contra- 
vention of a notifioation issued under sub-section (I), 
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to 
five hundred rupees. , 

(3) Antiquities in respect of which an offence 
referred to in sub-section (2) has been committed 
shall be liable to confiscation. 

(4) An officer of Customs, or an officer of Police 
of a grade not lower than Sub-Inspector, duly em- 
powered by the Local Government in this behalf, may 
search any vessel, cart or other means of conveyance, 
and may open any baggage or package of goods, if he 
has reason to believe that goods in respect of which 
an offence has been committed under sub-section (2) 
are contained therein. 

(6) A person who complains that the .power of 
search mentioned in sub-section (4) has been vexa- 
tiously or improperly exercised may address his com- 
plaint to the Local Government, and ,the Local 
Government shall pass such order and may award 
such compensation, if any, as appears to it to be just. 

Pro tecf ion 












































































































































