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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

EARL CORNWALLIS,

KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE ORDER OF THE
GARTER ; ONE OF HIS BRITANNICK MAJESTY’S
HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL; LIEUTENANT-
GENERAL OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES; GOVER-
NOR-GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF
ALL THE POSSESSIONS AND FORCES OF HIS BRI-
TANNICK MAJESTY, AND OF THE HONOURABLE
THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENG-
LAND, IN THE EAST-INDIES, &:. &¢. &e.

My Lorbp,

DEDICATORY praife hath ever
been fufpeéted of fincerity; and paffes, indeed,
among men of the world, as a ftrain of turgid lan-
guage, defigned to court favour, footh the vanity
of a patron, or — in ts beft fenfe, to exprefs the
hafty dictates of gratitude. — Yet, I have the con-

fidence
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fidence to hope, that the tenor of this dedication
will deferve a lefs fevere cenfure, and that it will
be even faid, I have narrowed the limits of my
fubject. _

WHEN I had refolved to intrude my book of
Travels on the notice of the public, I naturally
looked around, being an unknown author, for fome
name, to give it a fanétion; not the fanction of
wealth or grandeur ; for they are not always the
criterion of worth: but that which was to be ob-
tained from the man, who ftood eminent for the
qualities which moft eflentially contribute to the
honour and welfare of his country.

THE objet of this fearch, which does not crofs
the eye at every glance, was feen with pleafure ;
and though the ufes derived from it may be deemed
prefumptuous, I could not refift the defire of fixing
fo bright an ornament to my work ; and of offering
however flender, my tribute of applaufe to actions,
which demand a diftinguifhed page in the annals
of our nation.

It Fortune, which from the day of ancient
| RoME,



DEDICATION. vii

Rowme, has been ordinarily followed by negled,
obfcurity, and oftentimes difgrace, opened a more
extenfive field for the difplay of Your Lorpsuir’s
endowments ; and like the blafts of Winter on the
rooted oak, hold out honourable teftimony of fu-
perior ftrength.

In the Eaftern world, Your Lorpsurr has
been oppofed to an enemy far more formidable,
— the pofleffion of a power never before exercifed
by a Britith fubje; not even committed to the
firk magiftrate of our flate; and which extends
over a fpacious region, a numerous and wealthy
people. Yet, far removed from controul, in a
land whofe every principle of government is ac-
tuated by a rapacious avarice, whofe people never
approach the gate of authority without an offering,
we have feen, and with wonder, the inflexible
maintainance of an integrity, only to be be equalled
by a temperate ufe of command.

BuT, panegyrick being the leaft grateful where
it is the moft due, I will clofe this addrefs, with
a zealous wifh, that Your LorpsHir may yet

con-
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continue to govern the Britith dominion in India,
and complete the work that already hath affumed
fo fair an afpe&. The facrifice is great, but the
reward is fltill greater ; it will reach beyond the fo-
vereign’s bounty, or the peoples praife. '

I have the Honour to be,
With the moft profound refpedt,

My Lorp,
Your LorbpsHIP’s
Moft devotg:d,

And moft obedient
humble Servant,
GEORGE FORSTER.

CaALcUuTTA,
Auguft the 1, 1790.



PREFACE

s —

BOOKS of Voyages and Travels having been ever
held in eftimation, and indulgently received, I am the
lefs fearful of fubmitting the following volume to the
notice of the public. A knowledge of the manners of dif-
ferent nations qualifies domeftic prejudice, and enlight-
ens the mind; but the fubje@s of Britain derive from
it a fingular benefit; they fee through a comparifon
that communicates a fond pleafure to the heart, the unri-
valed excellency of their laws, conftitution and govern-
ment ; they fee thefe rare gifts brightly refle®ed on
their national chara@er, which ftill avowedly maintains
its pre-eminence amongft the nations of the European
world. Were a man to form a judgment of the bias of

Vou. I b ~ his
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his own genius and difpofition, (on the merits of which
he is, perhaps the leaft qualified to decide, {Iwould un-
refervedly fay, that in the courfe of my journey, I
felt no impulfe of partiality for any fe& or body of men.
It is of ferious concern to lesters, that many a man of ge-
nius and {cience has fixed a difcredit on his works, by
wilful adherence to fome favourite {yftem, which alluring
to its ftandard a various train of affe®ions, and ideas,
he becomes involuntarily incited to facrifice to it the
principles of truth and reafon,

Traverress ftand accufed, even, on proverbial au-
thority, of adopting a figurative and loofe ftyle of defcrip-
tion ; and as [ have been thrown into tracks, removed
from the eye of European obfervation, 1 am prompted
to carneftly folicit the confidence of the public in
behalf of this work, and to fay, that however vi-
tiated by the errors of judgment, it has no tendency
to difcolour or mifreprefent truth. The curfory differ-
tation on the former and prefent ftate of Bengal, may
have fome claim to favour, from the confideration that
I vifited that province in the defcription of a paffenger ;

through



PREFACE. xi

though but a fmall portion of local knowledge might
have been acquired, effential advantages arofe from this
temporary refidence.

Guipep by no views of intereft, nor imprefled by
any frown of power, I was enabled to examine the
obje@s that came before me through a difpaflionate
medium.

THe letter on the mythology of the Hindoos, fome
copies of which were publifhed in 1785, has been
correé@ed fince my return to India; but from the va-
rious intricacy of the fubje&, I am apprehenfive it may
yet contain'errors and apparent inconfiftencies. Irnvefti-
gations of the religious ceremonies and cuftoms of the
Hindoos, written in the Carnatic, and in the Punjab,
would in many examples widely differ; yet the Hin-
doo religion, in all parts of India, ftand on a common
bafis ; por does the vaft fuperftrucure, when the view is
infpe@ted with attention, effentially differ in its compart-
ments. The oftenfible diffimilarity arifes, perhaps from
the manners of the fame people, varying in Northern and
Southern regions. A native of the lower Carnatic is mild,

b3 tempe-
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temperate, and generally timid ; he performs the or-
dinances of his religion with a zealous and fcrupulous
attention ; and the bramin of that country, with many
of the other fe@s, is confined ftricly to the ufe of vege-
table diet. How ftrong the contraft appears in the in-
habitant of the Punjab; thofe even of domeftic and la-
borious profeflions, are brave, daring, and often cruel.
Bramins are the ufual foldiers of the country, many of
whom cat flefh meat ; and they never leave their home,
even when not employed in military fervice, without
weapons of offence. The merchants and mechanicks,
when they go but a few miles abroad, are all ftrongly
armed ; and in fome of the Northern provinces, parti-
cularly in Bundilcund, the hufbandmen carry a fpear
into the field they are cultivating. This difference of
difpofition has produced appofite manners in the fame
tribes of people, as well as oppofite cuftoms, which if
not attentively inveftigated, would afford a fpecious be-
lief, that the inhabitants of the North and South of
India were not conne&ed by any national relation,

I BAvE to exprefs with pleafure, great obligations to
Colonel
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Colonel Polier, of the Honourable Company’s fervice,
for having furnifhed me with large hiftorical tracs of the
Sicques, and of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. On every
application to that gentleman for other information
of Indian hiftory, his papers and opinions have been
liberally fupplied. I am alfo much indebted to Mr.
Briftow, of Bengal, for a valuable manufcript memoir of
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, from which I have extradted curious
and ufeful matter. The prefixed chart of the road,
calculated according to the reckoning of my journal,
was conftru&ed by Mr. Wilford, of the Bengal corps
of engineers, a gentleman of extenfive geographical
knowledge.

Science can receive but a flender aid from the mate-
rials of the following work. The manner in which I tra-
velled, precluded the ufe of any inftrument to afcertain
the diftance and bearings, The onc I noted from obferv-
ing the courfe of the fun; the other is agreeable to the
common computation of the country, which is not often
found widely erroneous. My limited knowledge of bo-

tany prevents, alfo, any accurate defcription of various
clafles
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claffes of trees and plants, which I faw ie Kafthmire
and Perfia, But the natural producions of thofe coun-
tries have been fo {cientifically treated by Chardin,
Le Bruyn, and Bernier, that my inability will be the lefs
fenfibly felt.
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FORSTER’S TRAVELS.

LETTER L

Benares, 31 Auguff, 1782,
DEAR SIR,

H AVING refolved on vifiting Benares,
that I might, there, indulge, for a fhort time, an inveftigation
into the mythology of the Hindoos, I procured permiffion to pro-
ceed to that city ; and, as you may receive fome amufement from
the relation of my journey, with the obfervations that occurred,
I will lay it before you ; intreating, that you will make the neceffary
allowance for a ftranger®, who, though his remarks, and the con-

# The author is a civil fervant on the Madras eftablithment.

Yor. 1. A clufions
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clufions drawn, may partake of errors, will not, premeditatedly,
difcolour the truth.

On the 23d of May, I left Calcutta, and on the next day are
rived at Sookfagur, a valuable and rifing plantation, the property
of Meflis. Crofts and Lennox, Thefe gentlemen have eftablithed,
at this place, a fabrication of white cloth, of which the Compary
provide an annual inveftment, of about two lacks of rupees. They
have alfo, founded a raw filk manufatory, which, as it bears the
appearance of increafe and improvement, will, I hope, reward the
induftrious and eftimable labours of it’s proprietors. In this plan~
tation, a large quantity of fpirituous liquor is made, refembling,
in an inferior degree, the American rum, which, fince the com-
mencement of the Dutch war, has become in grear demand. Being
applied to all the ufes of the Batavia arrack, a confiderable benefit
is expeéted to arife to the Bengal province, from a current fale of
this commodity. In juftice to thofe who enrich their country
by an introduction of valuable manufactures, the Government
is called upon to yield them every protetion, and grant them
every fair indulgence ; it is, likewife, the duty of the man of
obfervation, to circulate the fuccefs of fuch works, that an emu-
lation may warm the brealts of his fellow citizens, and that thofe
who proje¢t them, may reccive the tribute of applaufe, due to ge-
nius and induftry. It muit not be omitted that this new ela-
blithment, hath been noticed by the particular attention of the

Govertment of Bengal, wlich, on many other occafions, has
evinced
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evinced a zealous difpofition, in encouraging and promoting
ufeful undertakings.

Tue Englith fhould no longer account themfelves fojourners
in this country; they are now, virtually, it’s lords paramount, and
their policy fhould not be that of a day; but, confidering the
opulence and wealth of the fubjett as clofely tending to enrich
the common ftate, they fhould, at large, fupport his wants, and
encourage his labours. A condu equally wife and profitable,
would conduce to the increafe of public, and private, profperity,
and operate as a compenfatory retribution for fome actions, which
cannot bear the teft of inveftigation; and which have, already,
involved the national charater in difgrace, In touching on this
fubject, I am neceffarily led into refleCtions on the commerce of
Bengal, interior and foreign, and on the common want of fpecie,
throughout the province,

PreviovusLy to the ®ra in which the Englifh became poffeffed
of Bengal, the different nations who vifited it were obliged to give
fpecic for the greateft portion of the commodities they purchafed ;
there being but a fmall proportion of articles taken in barter by
the natives. This fpecies of commerce, fo lucrative to India, and
which muft have depofited a large amount of gold and filver, con-
tinued for upwards of a century and an half. But, after the En-
glith Government was eftablithed in Bengal, the neceflity of this
commercial fyftem no longer exifted ; the amount of the revenues
became fufficient to purchafe the cargoes of the country, and to

A2 defray
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defray the public expenditures : here, one channel of the influx of
fpecie into Bengal was ftopped, and it will be found, alfo, that the
revolutions, which in that quarter, advanced the fortunes of the
Englifh, have materially leflened the like imports of the other Eu-
ropean nations, wno traded to Bengal. For, exclufively of finding
a current fale fc their commodities, they have been enabled to
procure, from th : Englith, large fums of money, for bills on Eu-
rope. An important change has been alfo effeted on the interior
commerce of Bengal, by the extintion of the Mahometan domi-
nion.

THE native princes, and chiefs of a varione defcription, the re-
tainers of numerous dependants, afforded a conftant employment
to a vaft number of ingenious manufacturers, who fupplied their
mafters with gold and filver ftuffs, curioufly flowered, plain muf-
lins, a diverfity of beautiful filks, and other articles of Afiatic lux-
ury ; the ufe of which, wealth, and a propenfity to a voluptuous
life, naturally excited. Thefe Mahometan, or Hindoo, chiefs, have
either been removed, or being no longer pofiefled of their former
refource, have fallen into poverty and decay ; and the artizans,
who had been fupported in their profefions by thefe powerful and
wealthy mafters, were, on their expulfion, obliged, from a want of
fubfiftence, to quit their profeflions, or the country. Hence, many
branches of rare manufature, evidently declined ; and fome of the
moft precious are now no longer known. The diftraéted and im«
povesifhed condition of the Moghul and Periian empires, hath con.

tributed,
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tributed, confiderably, to leflen the great demand which was made
by thofe ftates, for the produce of Bengal, when Dchli and Ifpahan
enjoyed reigns of grandeur and vigour. When it is confidered, that
the Moghul court, whether in it’s fplendour or wealth, exceeded
that of all other nations ; that the numerous governors, interfperfed
throughout the provinces, adopted the manners of fovercign princes
and that all their more luxurious articles of drefs were fabricated in
Bengal ; we muft conclude, that the difcontinuation of fuch a
traffic has produced ftrong effetts. In defcribing this commercial
event, which has brought an evident change in the quality of the
trade of Bengal, I am not authorized, by any fpecific knowledge, to
fay, that a general injury has been felt by the country; prehaps,
the lofles which have been fuftained are counterpoifed by the aug-
mentation of the cargoes, though of a different fpecies, which are
now tranfported, annually, to Europe.

Havine already noticed the large influx of European fpecie, or
bullion, in this country, and the caufe of the ccffation of this traf-
fic, I will offer fome defultory fentiments, on the fubjeét of the di-
minution of the coin in Bengal, of which, grevious complaints
have long exifted. During the Mahometan acminiftration, private
wealth was ufually expended on the {pot wheie it had been ac.
quired ; and though-feverity and oppreflion might have becn ex.
ercifed in the accumulation, yet, by it’s quick circulation, through
the many channels of luxury, the country at large was improved
and embcllithed, without any decreafe of the general currency. 1t

may
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may be urged, that the expenditure of Europeans, in their public
and private buildings, has, adequately, fupplied the wants of the
artizan and labourer. But, I am led to hazard an opinion, that
this amount falls much fhort of that applied by the preceding
princes to the conftruction of mofques, baths, Hindoo temples,
grand refervoirs of water, fpacious gardens, together with a variety
of coftly private edifices. Thefe modes of expence are neither
adapted to the genius, or inclination, of Europeans, who have no
religious paffion to gratify, nor are they impelled, by patriot zeal,
to raife monuments of grandeur in India ; but holding themfelves
the moveablc tcnants of the day, they are eager to reach their na-
tive home, that they may there enjoy the fruits of their labour.

As the remittance of Englith property to Europe could not be
fufficiently attained, by means of public bills, the fervants of the
Company, and private merchants, have been often driven to the
neceflity of exporting fpecie, though fuch a medium be attended
with heavy lofs ; or they are induced to throw their cath into fo-
reign funds, whereby their enemies, or at leaft, their rivals, are en-
riched. The injurious tendency of this limitation of public remit-
tance, having been fo feverely felt, and repeatedly reprefented to the
fuperior Government in England, it is to be éxpe&ed that the chan-
nel of conveying property from India, will be opened in fo efficient
amanner, that the neceflity of purfuing, in future the deftruc-
tive alternative of exporting gold and filver, or employing foreign
agents, will be, wholly, obviated. As the private cath taken up in

India
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India will be invelted in Indian produce, and fent to Europe, for
the exprefs_ purpofe of difcharging the bills drawn ; the pofition is
clear, excepting in the event of unforefeen calamity, that the fales
of the cargoes, in Europe, will enable the Eaft India Company to
difcharge the requifite payments. In teftimony of the vaft inherent
refource of Bengal, it is neceffary to obferve, that the wealth of this
province, which has fupported, by its millions, the Coromandel
and Malabar coafts, foreign and domeftic wars, and the trade of
China and Bencoolen, muft have been accumulated in the fpace of
fixty or feventy years.

Frowm the period of Arungzebe’s death,* until nearly the date
of our territorial eftablifhments in India, when the Moghul Empire
ftill preferved a large poflefion of its power, the balance of the re-
wenues of Bengal, was punctually conveyed, in fpecie and 4 Bills,
to the Imperial treafury. The remittance of this amount has been
known to caufe fo great a fcarcity of money, that many perfons,
poficed of even large property, have incurred difficultics, in de-
fraying their domeftic expences. Though the maritime commerce
of Bengal does not maintain the vigor which accompaniea it, whilft
the Europeans were confined to the coafts of India, and exercifed
fimply the profeflion of merchants, a biifk and important trade
is yet carried on at Lalcutta, The advantageous traffic that fub-

@ This Prince died, A. 1. 1707.
4 A crore of rupees, or million fterling, has been fent in the courfe of one year
kom Bengal to Delbi,

fifted
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fited formeérly between this port and Pegue, Siam, and the Malay
iflands, now fcebly remains ; and, unlefs fome favourable change is
fpeedily cffected, bears the appearance of a total failure. Though
thefe branches of commerce, filver bullion, gold-duft and precious
ftones, were introduced into Bengal ; from whence, in return
raw and wrought filks, coarfe totton cloths, opium, and falt petre,
were exported. It hath alfo been alledged, that, within thefe late
years, the maritime trade of Bengal has received a check from an
embargo, or, what is tantamount, an exceffive high duty laid on the
importation of foreign falt. ‘This reftriction has reduced the number-
of fhips, and leflened the confiderable exportation of grain, which,
before that period, annually took place at the port of Calcutta :
yet, though it may have injured the exterior commerce, the revenue
of the Ganges falt has been increafed, by this reftrition, to an
amount never produced at any former period. It is painful, per-.
haps not juft, to expatiate on the defeéts, or the misfortunes of a.
country, and hold them out to public view ; without propofing
remedies for the ills that are exhibited. The fcantinefs of my local
knowledge, will only permit me to fay, that as the welfare of the
Britith dominion in India, ultimatcly depends on the profperity of
Bengal, no labour fhould be thought irkfome, no rational plan left.
untried, which may improve its revenne, or encourage its trade.
On the 29th of May I arrived at Berhampore. In this canton-
ment, which is large and commodious, are ftationed three regi-
ments of fepoys, and a battalion of Europeans, On the 15th of
June,
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June, made an excurfion to Moorefhedabad, and it’s environs, that
I might view the theatre on which thofe interefting fchemes had
been agitated, which, after a feries of intrigue and blood-fhed, ad-
vanced the Englifh to the dominion of a wealthy kingdom.

A the diftance of a mile below the city, and on the oppofite
bank of the river, ftands the burying place of Ali Verdy Khan,
known allo in India by the name of Mahobut Jung; a man, who,
by his abilities as a foldier and a ftatefman, raifed himfelf from a
private condition, to the Subahdarry of Bengal. He maintained an
obftinate war with the Mahrattas, for the fpace of eight years, and
was, after an obftinate ftruggle, obliged to cede to them the dif-
tricts of Kuttack.

Not far from the tomb of Mahobut Jung, lies interred his
nephew, Seraje-ud-Dowlah, well known in Englifh hiftory, by his
capture of Fort William, and afterwards, confining the unfortu-
nate garrifon in a clofe dungeon ; where moft of them died from
the feverity of their fituation. The fate of this young man was
fimilar to that of many an Eaftern Prince ; of fuch, efpecially, who
experience a reverfe of fortune.—Seraje-ud-Dowlah was betrayed
by Meer )affier, at the battle of Plaffey, and affaffinated a fhort
time after, by his order. Were the conduct of Meer Jaffier to be
tried by the law of natural affetions, or by the rules of private
honor, it muft appear tainted with a die of deep hue. Mahobut
Jung, thinking to fccure to his fucceffor the attachment of Meer
Jaffier, beftowed cn this officer, the higheft office of Government,

Vor. I B with
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with his fifter in marriage ; and on his death bed, in the moft ear~
neft manner, delivered the young Nabob to his tutclage and pro~
teCtion. Mahobut Jung fhould have known, from fuccefsful
experience,* that no ties are fufficiently coercive to reftrain the
wild force of ambition ; particularly that fpecies of it found in an
Afiatic breaft, which is feen to break down every fence. '
Tue Mollahs, who are employed here to offer up their prayers
for the dead, faid, that the widow of Seraje-ud-Dowlah, frequently
comes to this maufoleum, and performs certain ceremonies of
mourning, in memory of her deceafed hufband. Moorefhedabad,
which now bears the various marks of poverty and decay, an evi-
dent refult of the removal of the feat of Government, is a city of
no old date; as the refidence of the fubahs of Bengal, who, not
many years ago, kept their court 4t Rajah Mhal, about one hun-
dred miles further up the river. The prefent Subahdar, Mubarick-
ud-Dowlah, grandfon of Meer Jaffier, and fon of the Nabob
Mirun, who was faid to have been killed by lightening, reccives an
annual ftipend of fixteen lacks of rupees, from the Company’s trea-
fury : having, never been vefted with the power, or poflcfied of an
afpiring temper, he is the lefs reftlefs, in his prefent fituation. As
the Britifh nation, in the acquifition of their poffeffions in Bengal,
have been materially aided, by the family of Mubarick-ud-Dow-
lah, they fhould not, from any narrow fcheme of c:conomy, recede

* He had made a fuccefsful ufe, in his attainment of power, of the various iuftruments
of intrigue aud treachery,

from
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from their engagements with this prince, who, though flattered by
the moft indulgent attention, muft ftill have mortifying moments,
tnlefs he is wholly bereft of the fenfe of feeling, or the faculty of
refle®ion. No buildings of note are feen in the city of Moore-
fhedabad : that which moft attratts the attention, is the cemetery
of Meer Jaffier, his begum, and the Nabob Mherun : * few things
are more efficacious, in reprefling or mocking vanity, of which af-
feftion fo ample a fhare has fallen to our lot, than, difpaffionately,
to view the repofitory of thofe who in their lives have been termed
great men, who, * before they fhuffled off this mortal coil,” in-
flamed by pride, avarice, ambition, thought empires too narrow
for their fcope, and that mankind were only created to become
the inftruments of their mad defires: thefe once towering crea-
tures, are now, per force, lodged in very moderate apartments,
where their turbulent fchemes fleep in quiet, and their names
are often buried in their afhes.—A tomb is one of thofe few
appendages of a great man, in the pofleflion of which none
envy him.

ON the 23d of June, I embarked in a boat at Moorefhedabad,
and with a frefh eafterly wind, failed up the river about 30 miles.
The boatmen, generally Hindoos, faften the boat to the fhore in
the evening, that they may eat and refrefh themfelves ; it not
being the ufage of their fet to prepare victuals on the water.

® | have bzen alfo informed that Mherun was interred at Rajemhal, It is not ufual
among the Mahometans to ere&t cenotaphs.

B2 24th.—
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24th.—1I faw the village of Jungypore on the caftern fhore
where the Company have cftablithed a faétory, for the manufac~
ture of raw-filk. This day our courfe was about twenty miles.

25th—Entered the main branch of the Ganges : — here the
river affords a fpacious view, which is terminated, at the extremity
of a long recach, by a vifta of the hills above Rajah Mhal, extend-
ing, in a regular chain, to the north-weft. The Ganges, which at
Sooty,* is full four miles acrofs, was that day roughly agitated by a
ftrong wind, which heaving the waters into a fhort breaking wave,
gave it the appearance of an arm of the fea. The riches of Bengal,
with a large portion of the convenicncy of it’s inhabitants, are, in
an effential degree, derived from this river, which, with its numer-
ous branches flowing through and interfecting an extenfive fpace of
country, tranfports fpeedily, and at a moderate expence, the various
product of diftricts, towns, and villages, to places, where they are
immediately confumed, or colletted for the fupply of more diftant
marts. ‘The Ganges alfo affords a grand aid to the Englifh, in all
military operations within their own territory ; whilft their armies
on the Coromandel and Malabar Coafts, are, from a want of pro-
vifions and ammunition, cramped and impeded in their motions;
and are frequently, for the obtainment of thefe {upplics, compelled
to retreat, on the moment of reaping the full fruits of victory,
But, the Bengal armaments are furnithed, from their ftore boats,

# A village near the head of the Caffimbazar river.

with
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with every equipment ; and the Europeans enjoy, in their camps,
even the luxuries of life.

IN the evening, arrived at Rajah Mhal, a former refidence of
fome of the Bengal fubahdars.  Ali Verdy Khan, in the beginning
of his adminiftration, which commenced in 1742, removed the feat
of Government from this place to Moorefhedabad. I could nct
learn the caufe of this preference ; although not deficient in en~
quiry. The natives of India, are not much addicted to cuiious in~
veftigation, and are generally inattentive to the hiftory of their own
country. It would feem that their chief happinefs is centered, in
enjoying the prefent hour, which abforbs every retrofpeét of the
paft, and care of the future. Their pleafures are even indolent and
languid, and partake of the mild influence of their climate, and the
cafy produce of a fertile foil Ali Verdy Khan probably removed
his capital to Moorfhedabad, that he might keep a more vigilant
watch over the actions of the Englifh, whom, it was faid, he fear-
ed ; and alfo more conveniently profecute the war againft the
Mahrattas, who had invaded his country, on the fide of the Kut-
tack. Rajah Mhal bears at this day an impoverifhed afpet ; and
were it not for the heaps of ruins interfperfed through the town
and its environs, which have now mouldered into a ftate of deep
decay, it would be dificult to difcover, that this place had been,
fo lately, the principal city of a powerful and opulent chief.
Sauntering amongft the ruinel building , I ftrayed into a fmall gar-
den adjo.ning the bunk of the river ; where perceiving an old man,

employed



14 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

employed in digging. I entered into a vonverfation with him, Hap-
pening to be more intelligent than the common clafs, and agree-
ably to the period of his life, very narrative, he afforded me much
amufement in his relation and remarks. This old Cicerone ob-
YTerved, that the very fpot which he was then cultivating, was the
fite of the Nobet Ghah ; or the mufic-hall of the old palace ; and
that within his recolletion, a capacious garden had extended in
front of his little inclofure, which the Ganges had now fwept
away. The inftability of the monuments of human grandeur can-
not, in any region of the globe, I apprehend, be more faithfully,
or more grievoufly exemplificd than at Rajah Mhal ; yet I muft
exclude from this range of ruins the convenient and hofpitable
houfe of Mr. Cleveland, which formed a part of the Subahdar’s
palace.

On the 26th, paffed, with a frefh cafterly wind, the village of
Sickergully, (where a heavy fwell had nearly overfet the boat) and
obferved near it a neat building, which had been ereted by Mr.
Cleveland, for the accomodation of paffengers.

27th.—Saw the town of Pointee, near which, on an eminence,
ftands an Hindoo, or Mahometan manfion; and a mofque, now
apparently in difufe. Adjacent to thefe buildings, a monument has
been raifed td the memory of a2 Mr. Middleton, who died there, on
his journey to Calcutta: thefe objets would not prehaps deferve
notice, did they not prefent picturefque land-marks.

28th.—the wind being light, and the current ftrong, the men

were
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were obliged to track the boat, Thefe two laft days we proceeded
only about thirty miles. An evident danger is incurred by ap-
proaching the banks of the Ganges during the latter fcafon of the
rain, from their frequently falling, being of great height in many
places, and chiefly compofed of loofe foil, the weight of earth de-
fcending on a boat, would undoubtedly deftroy it.

29th.—At noon, arrived at Jungherah, a fmall rocky ifland, on
which ftands a feminary of Hindoo mendicants, and on one of the
fides are feen fome figures of very ancient fculpture. A long line
of hills, running from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, forms here
2 beautiful termination of a broad range of the river. It has been
faid, that Seraje-ud-Dowlah was affaflinated at Jungherah, whither
he had fled for fhelter from the purfuit of Meer Jaffier; but it
fhould feem more probable, that he was apprehended near this
place, and carried to Moorefhedabad.

Tuis day, obferved the frame of a well, built of bricks, that
ftood in the middle of the ftream, with its wall in perfeét condi-
tion, full fifteen feet above the furface of the water. It muft have
pettained to fome village, bordering on the Ganges ; now deftroyed
by the encroachment of it’s flood.

Proceepep this day, about 35 miles, and in the evening, faw
Mongheer, where I arrived the next day, The fort is in a decayed
condition, as well as the private buildings, which are uninhabited.
‘The fituation, which occupies a flat of great extent towards the
weftward, and has the Ganges on the north, is equally well chofen

fox
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for defence, and conveniency. One of the angle baftions commands
a beautifully winding view of the river, which is clofed by a range
of diftant hills, It appears that the prefent fort of Mongheer
was built by Sultan Shujah, the fecond fon of Shah Jehan,* who
governed the provinces of Bahar and Bengal, and was held in high
eftimation by the natives, for his liberality and equitable admini-
ftration. As fome relation of Sultan Shujah, (efpecially of the lat-
ter period of his life, which was involved in a feries calamity) may
excite your attention, and enable me to offer up a tribute of pity to
the memory of an unfortunate, but gallant, prince, I will lay it be-
fore you, agreeably to the memoirs of M. Bernier, one of the moft
accurate and ingenious writers, on the hiftory of Hindoftan.

ArTeR the battle of Alhabad, in which he had been worfted,
Sultan Shujah retired into the interior parts 6f Bengal, with his
army, where he made a vigorous ftand againft the arms of the Em-
peror.4 Bernier fays, © There remainel, now, no other thorn in
¢ the fide of Aurungzebe, than Sultan Shujah, who ftill main-
4 tained himfelf in Bengal; but he was at length forced to yield
4 to the power and fortune of his brother.

4 AmIr Kumla,} by the numerous bodies of troops that had

® This Prince caufed a broad and deep trench to be cut from the river to the hills, very
(perceptible traces of which are now to be feen) for the more effe®ually defending this
poft againft the attack of Aurungzebe’s army, which had purfued him from the upper
Jparts of the country.

+ Aurungzebe.

$ The Officer commanding the expedition againft Sultan Shujah,

¢ joined
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« joined him, was enabled to hem in the army of Sultan Shujah,

(14

<

{3

(1]

(14

on both fides of the Ganges, and to compel that prince to feek
refuge at Dacca, a town fituate on the extremity of Bengal, to-
wards the fea fide ; and here, enfues the conclufion of the tragedy.
The Sultan Shujah, being deftitute of fhips to put to fa, and
not knowing whither to fly, fent his eldeft fon, Sultan Banque,
to the King of Racan,* or Mug, who was of Heathen religion,
to know, whether he might be permitted to take fhelter in his
country, for a certain time, and when the monfoon, or periodi-
cal winds fhould fet in, whether he could be furnithed with a
veffel, to carry him to Mecca, from whence he intended pafling
into fome part of Turkey, or Perfia. Sultan Banque returned to
Dacca, with fome galleaffes, manned, with Feringhis, Imean, thofe
fugitive Portuguefe chriftians, who had entered into the fervice of
the King of Racan, and were employed in no other bufinefs
than ravaging the lower parts of Bengal. The young man re-
porting to his father, that he had been kindly received, and had
full aifurances of protettion, and affiftance given him ; Sultan
Shujah, with his family, confifting of three fons, daughters, and
their, mother, embarked at Dacca. On their arrival at Racan,
they were treated with much civility, and provided with fuch
neceffaries, requifite for their fubfiftence, as the country afford-
ed; in the name of the King. Some months pafs away, the

® More commonly known by the name of Aracan,

Vor. L. C ¢ feafon

nE ASIATIC SOCIETY, CALCUTYs
sree MO 56 698 Dﬁlt..‘?..,:-..s.i??



18 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

“ feafon of the favorable winds alfo approach, but no mention is
“ made of the veflcl, though the Sultan required it, on no other
* terms than the payment of the hire, for he, yet, wanted not ru-
¢ pees of gold and filver, or gems.—He had, indeed, too great a
¢« plenty of them, his wealth being, in all appearance, the caufe of
« his ruin, or at leaft, contributing much to it. This prince
“ might long enough have folicited for a fhip ; all was in vain ; he
s effeCted nothing.—On the contrary, the King began to fhew
¢ great coldnefs, and to complain of his not coming to fee him.
“ I know not whether Sultan Shujah thought it unworthy of
¢ himfelf, and too great a condefcenfion to vifit this King; or
« rather, whether, he feared, that being in the power of their
« chief, his perfon might be feized on, for the purpafe of plunder-
« ing his treafure, and that he himfelf might be delivered into the
¢ hands of Amir Kumla, who had offered, in the name of Au-
* rungzebe, large fums of money, with other confiderable advan-
“ tages, for obtaining the poffeflion of this unfortunate family.
“ WuaTevER might have been the caufe, Sultan Shujah did
“ not go thither, but fent his eldeft fon ; who, on approaching
« the dwelling of the King, began to difplay his liberality to the
« people, by throwing amongft them a confiderable quantity of
“ rupees of gold and filver, and when he came before the King, he
« prefented him with rich embroideries, and rare pieces of gold-
¢ fmith's work, fet with precious ftones of great value; excufing
« at the fame time, on account of fome illnefs, his father, in
« whafe
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“ whofe name he had now to entreat, that the fhip, which had
¢ been promifed, might be held in readinefs. But, all that the
“* Prince had donc, had not advanced his bufinefs ; on the con-
« trary, this King, in the courfe of five or fix days after, madc a
¢ demand of one of the daughters of Sultan Shujah, in marriage,
¢ in which the father refolving never to acquiefce, the King be-
 camc highly offended.
“ Sultan Shujah feeing the feafon for failing had paffed away,
¢ and perceiving the fituation in which he was then placed was a
¢ defperate one, determined on purfuing equally defperate mea-
¢ fures, and undertook the performance of an aftion, which may
¢ afford a great cxample of the efforts of defpair. Although this
« King of Racan, in his religion, is a Pagan, there are many
¢ Mahometans, mixed with the people, who have either chofen to
¢ retire among®t them, or have been enflaved by the Portuguefe
¢ before mentioried, in their expeditions to the neighbouring
“ coafts. Sultan Shujah fecretly gained thefe men, whom he
¢ joined with two or three hundred of his own own people, the
¢ remainder of thofe who followed him from Bengal ; and with
¢ this force he refolved to furprize the houfe of the King, put his
“ family to the fword, and make himfelf fovereign of the country.
“ This bold attempt, which refembled more the enterprize of a
« defperado, than that of a prudent man, yet, had, from the in-
« telligence I collefted from many Muflulmen, Portuguefe, and
¢ Hollanders, who were then on the fpot, a certain feafibility inl
C:z2 “at.
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“ jt. But the day before the blow was to be given, a difcovery
¢« was made of the defign, which altogether ruined the affairs of
* Sultan Shujah, and involved in it the deftruétion of his family.
“ For, after this failure, having no further hope of retrieving his
“ fortune, he encu:avoured to efcape into Pegu ; a purpofe, in 2
“ manner impofl.sle to be effeCted, by reafon of the vaft moun-
“ tains and foref s that lay in the way ; befides, they purfued him
“ fo clofely, that he was overtaken, the fame day on which he
¢ fled. It may be well imagined, that Sultan Shujah defended
¢ himfelf, with the moft obftinate courage. ‘The number of Bar-
« barians that fell under his fword will fcarcely be credited ; but
¢« at length, overpowered by the multitude of his enemies, he
« was forced to quit the combat. Sultan Banque, who had not
¢ advanced as far as his father, fought like a lion, until covered
« with the blood of the wounds he received from the ftones, that
¢ had been fhowered upon him from all fides, he was feized on,
“ and carried away, with his mother, two young brothers, and
s his fifters. All that could he learned of the fate of Sultan Shu-
* jah, himfelf, was, that, accompanied by one woman, an eunuch,
 and two other perfons, he afcended the top of a mountain ;
“ that he was wounded on the head with a ftone, which fruck
“ him down ; but that the eunuch having bound up the wound,
* with his own turban, he arofe again, and efcaped into the midft
« of the woods. This relation I have heard recounted in many
s different ways, by thofc even that were on the fpot, which gave

“ rife
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* rife to a variety of reports of this Prince, and fpread frequent
“ alarms at the court of Dehli.’

Tu1s writer, after giving a detail of the many conjectures, that
were formed of the fate of Sultan Shujah, mentions, that he tra-
velled from Bengal to Mafulipatam, with an eunuch of that
Prince, and his former commandant of artillery, who told him
that Sultan Shujah was dead, but obferved a ftrict referve in com-
municating any farther information. M. Bernier fuppofes, that if
Sultan Shujah was not flain, on the place of attion, he muft have
died, foon after ; falling either into the hands of robbers, or 2 prey
to the wild beafts, with which the foreft$ of that country abound.

SussrQUENTLY to this event, the remaining branches of the
family were thrown into prifon, where they were treated with much
rudenefs ; but after fome time, Bernier fays, they received a milder
treatment, which was chiefly caufed by the marriage of the eldeft
daughter of Sultan Shujah, with the King of Racan. The fequel
of this event fets forth, that the fervants of the Sultan Banque
were difcovered in forming another confpiracy, with thofe Maho-
metans, who have been already noticed, and that the King being
now violently exafperated againft this unfortunate family, ordered
it to be extirpated ; nor did any branch remain, excepting the
Princefs, whom he had efpoufed.®

Cassum

® ] bave been the more iuduced to infert this relation of the fate of Sultan Shujab,

s it places the conclufion of a curious hiftorical paflage, in a point of view, different
from
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CassumM Ali Khan, in the laft years of his government, retired
to the fort of Mongheer, and actuated by a keen refentment againft
the Englith, for their extenfive encroachments on his authority,
and the commerce of his country, he formed the plan of throwing
off their yoke, and annihilating their influence in Bengal. In ad-
dition to thefe motives, he was urgently incited to the attempt by
the officers of his court and army, who were neceffarily alarmed
at the diminution of their power and lucrative appointments.
Amongft the foremoft of thefe, we find the Armenian Khojah
Gregore, who, contrary to the ufage of his country-men, had af-
fumed the profeflion of arms, and had rifen to high rank and con-
fidence, in the fervice of Cafflum Ali. He feems, with Sumroo, to
have borne a principal part in the war againft the Englith, which
ultimately involved, as is well known, the ruin of Caffum, and
the deftruétion of the Mahometan dominion in Bengal. Gregore
alfo loft his life, for on a fufpicion of intriguing with the Arme-
nians of Calcutta he was cut off, previoufly to the expulfion of his
mafter. With Caffum Ali * ended, virtually, the power of the

fubahdars

from that defcribed by a late writer (Col. Dow) on the Empire of Hindooftan ; who,
however well-founded his claims to accuracy, could not have attained the poffeffion of
‘more authentic documents, than a perfon, who was himfelf brought forward into the
a&tion of the day, and whofe writings for the fpace of more than 100 years, have borrie
the teft of truth,
® Caflum Ali Khan, after wandering about the upper provinces, and foliciting the
2id of various chiefs againft the Englifh, fought prote@ion at the Court of Debli. He
evinced the fame intriguing dnd fanguinary difpofition in domeftic life, as had marked
his
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fubahdars of Bengal. Meer Jaffier, in his laft adminiftration,
made a feeble attempt to refume his authority, but it foon termi-
nated in his death, and in leaving the Englifh the fupreme rulers of
an extenfive and valuable territory. ‘

I fhould be ill intitled to a place, even amongft the moft trite
obfervers, did 1 not, before I quitted this part of the country,
throw my mite into the fund of general applaufe which has been
beftowed on Mr. Cleveland. This gentleman, whom I never faw,
but whofe works Joudly proclaim his merit, and diffufe his praife,
has by an equitable and judicious management of the Rajah Mhal
and Bauglepour diftrichs, confiderably increafed the number. of in-
habitants, and improved, as well as facilitated, the colleétion of
the revenue. The increafe of population is confpicuoufly feen in
the dependency of Mongheer, and in the extenfive mercats of that
place, which are reforted to by a concourft of various traders. He
hath alfo made ftrenuous exertions, in drawing the adjacent,
Mountaineers, from their faftnefles to the plains. Nor have his
labours failed of fuccefs. Twelve hundred of thefe men have cn-
tered into our fervice, and are embodied in a corps, whioh bears
the appearance of becoming ufeful to the ftate. ‘The indulgent

his public charafter. He endeavoured, it is faid, to fupplant the Minifter at Dehli, by
an offer of a large donation to the King ; and he is accufcd of murdering, at different
times, the women he carried with him from Bengal, At his death, which happened at
the village of Kutwall, in 1777, the Court feized on his eftate, the value of which
was computed at ene theufand pounds ;—a fmall refidue cf the plunder of Bengal and
Babar!|

treatment
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treatment fhewn them with the fuperior advantages, which they
derive, muft operate as powerful inducements to their brethren,
in following fo profitable an example. The depredations of thefe
people had, at former periods, rendered the paffage of the roads
in that quarter fo unfafe, that efcorts were ftationed at certain
pofts, for the protection of travellers; and detachments of two
and three battalions, have occafionally been fent againft the favage
inhabitants of the Bauglepour hills; who are now become the
guardians of a country, which they had long wafted, by rapine
and bloodfhed.

Mr. Cleveland has eftablifhed fmall buildings, at moft of the
halting places within his diftrits, for the accommodation of tra-
vellers ; and the natives of thofe parts, who feem to have profited
by the condu&t of their chief, are peculiarly attentive to ftrangers,
Such have been the advantages, which the ftate, and a body of
people have derived, from the public fpirit, and the benevolent
efforts of one man! But his reward hath been bounteous and
complete. He hath enjoyed the honour of exalting, in a diftant
land, the charater of his nation, and felt fenfations which tran-
fport the mind beyond the reach of fortune.

On the 3d of July, I left Mongheer ; and arrived, on the sth,
at Patna, by water. ‘This city is fpacious and populous, though
much fallen from the importance it held, during the refidence of
the Subahdar of Bahar. The great quantity of poppies cultivated
in the contiguous diftricts, from which opium of an excellent

quality
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quality is produced, together with extenfive falt-petre works, have
rendered Patna opulent, and the center of an extenfive commerce,
The different manufaltures of filver, iron, and wood, are little
inferior in this city, to thofe of Europe; and when the rude-
nefs of the tools, with the fimplicity of the procefs, is examin-
ed, the degree of delicacy which the artifans have acquired in
their feveral profeffions, muft challenge a high admiration.

The numerous ruins of public and private edifices, fcattered
through the town of Patna, and its environs, indicate a former
grandeur and extent, which now no longer exift. An ancient
name of this place, ftill known to fomz of the more intelligent
inhabitants, and bearing an affinity to that given, by Strabo and
Pliny, to the fuppofed capital of India, has fuggefted an opinion,
that Patna occupies the fituation of the celebrated Palibertha;
which is farther fubftantiated by the geographical obfervations of
Major Rennel.—Curiofity, and the defire of the moment to indulge
a melancholy idea, led me to the fpot, where the Englith were
maffacred by the order of Caflum Ali. The former buildings are
removed, and a well proportioned monument has been ereéted in
commemoration of that dreadful event, though without any in-
feription,  Perhaps it had been confiftent with founder policy,
that no fuch memorial had been fixed; but as it was judged
expedient to record, thus publicly, an act of treacherous cruelty,
the caufe, I think, fhould have been explained.

On the 13th of July, I left Patna, and o the fame day arrived

Vor. L. D at
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at Muzufferpour, the refidence of the Collettor of Tirhoot, an
extenfive diftrit, about forty miles to the northward of Patna, and
producing a revenue of about fix and a half lacks of rupees.

In the neighbourhood of Muzufferpour, an ation was fought
.n 1760, between Mherim, the eldeft fon of Meer Jaffier, affifted
by the Englith troops, and Kadim Huffein Khan, the chief of
Purnea, in which the latter was defeated. A few days after the
engagement, Mherim died, ftruck, it was faid, by lightening.
The father believed that his fon had been cut off by an affaffin,
and he loudly accufed Caffum Ali of the murder. The event
having removed a ftrong bar to Caffum’s ambition, and there alfo ap-
pearing fome fufpicious circumftances, attending the alledged caufe
of his death, Meer Jafficr may be juftified in believing, that his fon
had been taken off, by an avowed rival, who was fecn at a fubfe-
quent period, indulging an implacable and fanguinary temper.

ON the 3oth of July, croffed the country, and went to Chop-
rah, a long ftraggling town, lying on the northern fide of the
Ganges, about twenty miles above Patna. Choprah is the refi-
dence of the Colletor of Sarun and Champoran; diftrits yielding
an annual revenue of fourteen and an half lacks of rupees. The
French and Dutch had * factories at this place, chiefly for the pur-
pofe of manufacturing falt-petre, in which commodity this part of

® This letter was written during the war with France and Holland, when thefs
places had been captured by the Englifh,

the
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the country profufely abounds. It is not unwarthy of notice to
remark, that the Dutch, though obliged to purchafe the greater
portion of their crude falt-petre from the Englith, were enabled to
fell it in its purified ftate, at a lower rate than that manufaétured
by the Englith Company, and of a fuperior quality. This com-
mercial advantage, may be afcribed to the rigid fyftem of cecono-
my obferved by the Dutch in all their operations, and to a perfe-
vering attention to bufinefs, with which that people feem confti-
tutionally endowed.

ON the r2th of Augutft, left Choprah, and on the 17th arrived
by water at Buxar. It was in the vicinity of this place that Caffum
Ali, joined by Shujah-ud-Dowlah, with the whole of that Prince’s
army, made his latt effort againft the arms of the Englith. The
fuperior numbers of the enemy who crowded the plains of Buxar,
availed them little, when oppofed to the fmall, but well arranged,
and determined body of the Englith ; who after a fmart altion of
two hours, completely routed the combined forces, and captured
the whole of their artillery. This ation, heretofore fo amply
defcribed, had not perhaps now been adverted to, but for the im.
pulfe of an earneft defire of imprinting anew on your memory,
the fervices performed on that day by the Britifh troops ; to whom
their country ftands indebted for a fingular exaltation of its
fame, and the acquifition of folid benefits.

Tue fort of Buxar, which, though fmall, is yet fufficiently
tenable to refift the common attacks of a native power, ftands

D2 on
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on the exterior limits of the Bahar province. The prefent Coms
mandant has added to the ftrength of the fort by fome late im-
provements; and for a more extenfive protection of the inhabi-
tants of the adjacent town, he has encompafled a wide fpace to the
caftward of the fortifications, with a rampart and ditch.

THE curiofities to be feen at Buxar are few, and, exceptmg
one, not worthy of enumeration. But this one, the Hindoos hold
in a degree of eftimation not inferior to that of the Neapolitans
for the blood of Saint Januarius, or thofe of their faith in gene-
ral for the holy houfe at Loretto. The monument in queftion,
which is ereted on a fmall mount to the weftward of the
fort, is facred to the memory of the Gold Ram, who is feen
occafionally officiating as the Mars of the Hindoos ; and is faid to
have the diretion of war and vitory. It would appear, that Ram,
whilt a youth, made a vifit to this eminence, and tarried on it
for the fpace of feven days, where he was taught from fome learned
matfter of the fcience, the art of managing the bow, and wonder-
ful were his feats with this weapon in after times : indeed, were
the moft moderate of them to be recorded, it would be readily ad~
mitted without torturing the phrafe, that Ram “ drew a long
N {§ bow ”

At the diftance of two miles to the weftward of Buxar, the
Torin Nullah, a rivulet which falls into the Ganges, terminates
thé province of Bahar, and divides it from Benares, Though
the Caramnaffa river, from being of greater note than the Nullah,

and
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and running contiguous to it, is generally denominated the boun-
dary. In croffing this river on fervice, the officers on the Bengal
eftablilhment become intitled to a double portion of their ufual
pay, for the better enabling them to defray the extraordinary
expences incurred in countries far diftant from the fea coafts,
and where European articles, from the charges of conveyance, fell
at an advanced price.

" Tz view from Buxar into the Benares province, prefents a
fcene of infinite gratification to the fenfe. You fee an extended
plain fkirted by a broad winding river, and chequered with exu-
berant fields of corn, groves of lofty fpreading trees, and large
villages ; the whole combines in it fome of the grandeft objects in
nature, and imprefles the mind with cheerfalnefs and content.

Lerr Buxar on the 23d, and arrived on the 26th at Benares,
to which city from Mongheer, the diftance by water is about 28q
miles.

In the relation of this failing excurfion through the provinces,
you will doubtlefs fee many inaccuracies. You will likewife fee
that I have too narrowly circumfcribed the defcription of a coun-
try, which with a fertility that conveys the idea of plenty, and
national fecurity, holds out to the eye, a grand and various fcope
of the moft beautiful imagery.

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c, &c.

" LET-
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LETTER IL

Benares, 30th September, 1782,
MY DEAR SIR,

HAVING given you a curfory detail of
my journey from Calcutta to Benares, with the remarks that oc~
cured; I will now lay before you the refult of my enquiries and
obfervations at this place. Should errors arife in the inveftiga-
tion of a fubjedt, hitherto flightly difcuffed, and, from its exten-
five variety, perplexed and abftrufe, I muft entreat an indulgent
eye; and though miftaken in my opinions, I prefume to hope
for fome commendation, were it only for endeavouring to ad-
minifter a rational pleafure.

THE city of Benares, for its wealth, coftly buildings, and the
number of its inhabitants, is clafled in the firft of ihofe now
remaining in the poffeflion of the Hindoos. To defcribe with
A due degree of precifion the various iemple,s dedicated at Be-
nares, to the almoft innumerable deities, and to explain the ori-
gin of their foundation with the neceflary arrangement, would
require a knowledge far fuperior to mine in the myfterious fub-
ject of Hindoo Mythology. It is at this day enveloped in fuch

deep
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deep obfcurity, that even thofe pundits the moft fkilfully verfed
in the Sanfcrit,* are not able to render it moderately compre-
henfible to the generality of people.

Bur as fome relation of a city fo famous in Hindooftan,
and now fo well known in Europe for fupplying one of the
grand fources of the religious worfhip of the Hindoos, and being
the chief repofitory of the fcience yet exifting among them, may
not be unacceptable to you, together with a curfory inveftigation
of the Mythology of Brimha; the tatk fhall be attempted with
attention to the objet, and, I truft, with a ftrit adherence to
truth. _

Ar the diftance of eight miles from the city of Benares, as it
is approached on the river, from the eaftward, the eye is attratted
by the view of two lofty minarets, which were ereted by Au-
rungzebe, on the foundation of an ancient Hindoo temple, dedi-
cated to the Mhah Deve. The conftruction on this facred ruin of
fo towering a Mahometan pile, which from its elevated height,
feems to look down with triumph and exultation cn the fallen
ftate of a city fo profoundly revered by the Hindoos, would ap-
pear to have been prompted to the mind of Arungzebe, by a
bigotted and intemperate defire of infulting their religion. If fuch
was his wifh, it hath been completely fulfilled. For the Hindoos

@ ‘The language in which the facred legends of the Hindoos have been preferved.

confider
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confider this monument, as. the difgraceful record of a foreign yoke,
proclaiming to every ftranger, that their favorite city has been de-
bafed, and the worlhip of their gods defiled. From the top of
the minarets is feen the entire profpect of Benares, which occupies
a fpace of about two miles and an half along the northern bank-
of the Ganges, and generally a mile in-land from the river. Many
of the houfes, which are remarkably high, fome of them having
fix and feven floors, are built of ftone, refembling that fpecies
found in the quarries of Portland,* and which abounds in this
part of the country. But the ftreets where thefe lofty buildings
ftand, are fo narrow as not to admit of two common carriages
abreaft. In addition to the pernicious effe€t which muft proceed
from a confined atmofphere, there is in the hot feafon, an intoler-
able ftench arifing from the many pieces of ftagnated water dif-
perfed in different quarters of the town, whofe waters and borders
arc appropriated to the neceffary ufes of the inhabitants. The filth
alfo, which is indifcriminately thrown into the ftreets, and there left
expofed, (for the Hindoos poffefs but a fmall portion of general
cleanline(s), add to the compound of ill fimells, fo offenfive to the
European inhabitants of this city, The irregular and comprefied
manner which has been inyariably adopted in forming the ftreets
of Benares, has deftroyed the effects which fymmetry and arrange-

® The Benares or Chunar-Ghur fone, is clofer graisied and deeper coloured, than
that of Portland,

ment
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ment would have otherwife beftowed on a city, intitled from its
valuable buildings, to a preference of any capital which I have feen
in India.

IN my refearch into the principles of the Hindoo religion, E
received great aid from a converfant knowledge of the Marhatta
language, and an acquaintance, though very trivial, with the San-
fcrit.  The ufe of this laft tongue, now chiefly confined to a parti-
cular feét of Bramins, who officiate in the charater of pricfts, hath
ever been made the channel of conveying to the Hindoos, the ef-
fential tenets of their religion, with all the various forms of their
worfhip. The Sanfcrit is a fonorous language, abounding in pith
and concifenefs ; and its periods flow with bqldnefs, and terminate
in a cadence peculiarly mufical. An extrat of a floke, or ftanza,
which has been quoted by Mr. Halhed, is a ftriking teftimony of
the nervous compofition, and the laconic turn of the Sanferit.
Being compofed of only four lines, I will infert it, and endeavour
to give the tranflation literally, and in verfe.

Petiche — rénérvain —  f(hétroo,

Father — indebt — enemy.

Matah — fhétrod  —  réfhélente,

Mother ~— enemy  — extravagant, or immoral
Bharfah — riipérviittéé —  fhétrdo,

Wife —  beautiful — enemy.

Pootré — fhétrd6  —  n'plnditah,

Son — enemy = unlearned.

Ve . L E The
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‘The Mother who hath loft her fame,
The Sire profufe and foe to fhame,
Are to their race a peft :

A Bride’s foft joys oft’ thorns implant,
And he who roams in Folly’s haunt,
Deftroys his Father’s reft.

Tue Hindoos believe in one God, without beginning and with<
out end, on whom they beftow, defcriptive of his powers, a va-
riety of epithets. But the moft common appellation, and which
conveys the fublimeft fenfe of his greatnefs, is, Sree Mun Nar-
rain* The Hindoos, in their fupplication to the Deity, addrefs
him as endowed with the three attributes of omnipotence, omni-
prefence, and omnifcience, which in the Sanfcrit are exprefled by
the terms, Neerangin, Neerakar, and Neergoon. Though thefe

* There is reafon to believe, that in the more early periods of time, before the
priefts of the Hindoos had found it expedient, for the firmer eftablifhment of their
fway over the minds of the people, to raife a huge fuperftu€ture of emblematical wor-
fhip, the temples erefted to the Supreme Being were plain, and void of perfonification ;
the remains of one of thefe are now to be feen on the fummit of a hill, near the city
of Kathmire; which, according to tradition, had been dedicated to the Creator of
the world; in which the prayers of thofc who entered, were addrefled to the Deity
without fupplicating the interceflion of an intermediate agent, and where no image, or
fymbol of Divine power, had a place. A gentleman of curious refearch on the coaft
of Coromandel, informed me, that at Chilemberum, about 20 miles to the fouthward
of Cudalore, he faw a religious Hindoo edifice, plain, and without any interior figure,
which was devoted to the worthip of « the Invifible God,” and was never approached
but with tokens of profound awe and reverence.

terms



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 35

terms may riot in literary ftri¢tnefs, comprife the precife meaning
of the Englith text, they convey it virtually, and in the ampleft
fenfe. The Hindoos likewife believe, that the Supreme Deity
poffefles a three-fold form, the parts of which are faid to be fepa-
rate. It is compofed of Sree Mun Narrain, who is fuppofed to
reprefent a human form; the Alhah Letchinry, defcribed as a
beautiful woman; and a ferpent, on which the Deity is feated.
This emblematical affemblage, a fymbol of ftrength, love, and
wifdom, according to the Hindoo faith, is wholly fpiritual, and is
never reprefented in their temples by any objet of matter : they
fay it is indivifible, and of infinite fpace.*

IN the beginning, the Hindoos belicve that the Deity created
three men, to whom he gave the names of Brimha, Vyftnow, and
Shevah.4- To the firft was committed the power of creating man.
kind ; — to the fecond of cherithing them ; ~—and to the third, that
of reftraining, correfting, and deftroying them.} Brimha at one
breath formed the human kind out of the four elements, amongft
which he infufed, if I underftand the interpretation, and may be
allowed the term, a vacuum.§

Before

® Perhaps the myfterious Trvad of Plato, who tade a free ufe of Eaftern know-
ledge, may have been formed from Indian materials,

4 Called alfv Eifhever, and the Mhah Deve.
1 In the capacity of Mhah Deve, be is denominated « The Deftructive Power.”

§ The viord in the Sanferit language, is akafb, the proper fignification of which,
Ea 1be-
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Berore the creation of man, Sree Mun Narrain formed the
world out of a perplexed aggregation of matter, which had been
covered with the waters, and inhabited by a demon, the fuppofed

author

T believe, I was not a. the time, accurately informed of ; for it hould feem, that Hin-
does do not admit of + vacuum, in their fyftem of nature : —akasb means, in a general
acceptation, aerial fpace; but in the prefent fenfe, I am induced to think that it is de-
figned by the Hindoos, to denote the grand vivifying principle, termed in ancient fa-
ble, the Promethean fire, fuppofed to have animated the human body. In this note,
it may not be uninterefting to introduce a tenet of the Egyptian theological philofo-
phers, which correfponds with the idea I have formed of the aka/b of the Hindoos,
and alfo, certain opinions entertained by them of the formation of the world, and the
creation of animated bodies. Thefe philofophical priefts, who profeffed the tenets of
Menes, their firft law-giver, (whom they had deified and entitled, Ofiris, or the fun),
faid that fire, or rather, a refined fpirit, which they diftinguithed from the elemental
fire, was diffufed through all nature, and compofed the effence of that being, who firft
gave form and order to matter. They believed that five clements —the mind, fire,
air, earth, and water, conftituted the entire world : they called the mind Tupiter, which
fignifies the fource of life, and they confidered him the father of all intelligent beings.
“The iire they termed Vulcan, who they alledged, contributed chicfly to the production
and perfe&ion of all things. Earth, being as it were the bofom in which all things re~
ceive the principles of life, was known by the defignation of Mother. The water
was called Ocean, to which they gave the name of the Nurfing Mother. The air
was denominated Minerva, and believed to be the daughter of Jupiter, fprung from
his brain, and always a virgin, as this element is incorruptible and rifes to Heaven.—
The Egyptian philofophers fuppofed, that all the original matter of the univerfe had
been immerged in a chaos, and was gradually feparated from it by fermentation ; that
the air was in continual agitation ; that the fire, liberated from the grofler matter, had
afcended, and formed the fun ahd ftars, the higheft obje@s of the univerfe ; that fpirit, or
the mind, the moft fubtile part of fire, was difperfed thrqugh all parts, to animate life,
and impart voluntary motion. They added, that the carth and water, which after the
feparation of the air were yet embodied, became a globe, which conftantly revolving
on it’s axis, by a motion excited by the fire the feparation of the two bodies was cf-
feRed; and that the rays of the fun, making new fermentations on the furface of the

carth,
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author of evil, whom the Godhead drove into an aby(s under the
earth.* :

Tue Hindoos, as Mr. Halhed in his tranflation of the Code
of Hindoo Laws has fully fet forth, are arranged in four grand
cafts, or tribes; that of the Bramin, the Chittery, the Bhyfe,
and the Sooder. Each of thefe cafts is fubdivided into numerous
fets, the particular ufages of which are preferved with care and
attentive diftinctions. There are fectaries, alfo of the fame tribe,
who do not admit of the intercourfe of marriage with each other,

earth, yet foft and flimy, produced numerous excreflences, which, nourifhed and
firengthened by the grofs vapours of the night,— the ation of the moon,—~and after-
wards, by the heat of the day, appeared at length, in the forms of different animals.
‘Thofe in whom the firc predominated, mounted into air, and became birds : thofe
which participated more of earth, as men, quadrupeds— and reptiles, remained on the
furface, while the more aqueous fubftances defcended to the waters, their proper place
of abode. It was neceffary to give reafons, why nature had ftopped in her primary
operations, and did not form many more animal creatures, as the manner of formation
had been fo fimple and eafy. Syftematic philofophy, even in its infancy, did not want
refource ; and that of the Egyptians has met the obje&ion, by urging, that nature had
originally infpired every fpecies .of animals with the inftint of propagation ; having
fagely forefeen, that when the fun and the winds had entirely dried the earth, it would
be incapable of preducing perfe@ animals.—Sce Mr. Labbathier’s Hiftory.of Ancient
Nations, tranflated by Mr. Stockdale.

¢ The writers of the Hindoo mythology, have given various and diffufe defcrip-
tions of the origin of the world, and of the human and animal race, but unite in
blending them with a feries of extravagant and difgufting fables.

+ There is in India an aboriginal race of people, who are not clafled in any of the
fe&s, and confined to the moft menial offices.  They are not permitted to enter any
temple of the Hindoos, and they obferve po reftrition. On fome parts of the coalt
.of Coromandel, they are called Dherefand Pariahs ; and, in Bengal, Harees,

or
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or of eating at the fame board. It fhould feem, that the genuine
race of the Chittery has for a great length of time been extinét,
and that its place is now occupied by a fpurious tribe. The Hin-
doos compofing thefe cafts and claffes, are ultimately branched in
two divifions ; the one denominated Vyftnow Bukht ; the other,
Sheva Bukht. The followers of the former deity are ufually dif-
tinguifhed by a longitudinal mark on the forchead, whilft thofe of
the latter draw a parrallel line on that part. Vyftnow is worfhip-
ped under the reprefentation of a human figure, having a circle of
heads, and four hands ; emblems of an all-feeing and all provident
Being. ‘The figure of a fabulous bird, on which he is fuppofed
to ride, and denoting the velocity of his motion, is occafionally
placed in front of this image. Sheva, or Eifhwer, and as he is often
denominated by the Hindoos, the Mhah Deve, is ufually repre-
fented by a compound figure, defcribing the male and female parts |
of generation, and defigned as the fymbol of procreation and fe-
cundity : thefe facilties, or qualities, being claffed amongft the
choiceft bleflings of the Hindoos, and the deprivation of them
deemed a fevere reproach and misfortune, Facing this defignation
of Mhah Deve, is fometimes feen, int a fuppliant pofture, the fta-
tue of a cow, or bull: an animal faid to have derived his facred
qualities, from having been chofen by this god, as the favourite
medium of his conveyance. But the more enlightened pundits fay,
that this creature hath been preferved from flaughter, by its great
utility to man ; it being his ableft affitant in the labours of the
field,
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fleld, and the chief provider of his immediate fuftenance.® It
doubtlefs argues a found policy in the Hindoos, to ftamp the ox
with this facred mark ; for were its fle(h eaten, as Hindoftan is
thinly fupplied with horfes, the various branches of agriculture
would fuffer an effential injury.

AnoTHER figure reprefents Sheva, with four hands, holding dif-
ferent emblems of his power ; and five heads, four of which are
direfted to the cardinal points, and the fifth is placed with the
face upwards, in the fuppofed aét of contemplating the godhead.
This deity who occupies numerous forms, is figured alfo with
three eyes, one of which is placed in the forehead.

In gratitude for the fervice which Brimha has performed on
earth, it would reafonably be fuppofed, that the thankfgiving of
his people would in' fome degree be proportioned to his works.
But the Hindoos have not dedicated one temple to his honor ; nor
have they eftablithed a fingle feftival, in remembrance of his deeds.
It would redound but little to my credit, did I infert in this place
the reafons alledged in their religious tracts, for the neglet of
Brimha, It is a tale framed to amufe the credulous Hindoo, and
procure a meal to an artful prieft. ‘The oftenfible want of atten-
tion to the memory of Brimha, may on a more abftratted ground
be afcribed to an opinion, that the powers of procreation having
been primarily fet in action, and operating by a law impulfive

® Miik and butter compofe a great part of the aliment of an Hindoo,
and
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and undeviating, whofe immediate benefits exift, and are con-
fpicuoufly difplayed in its effects, no ritual neceflity called for
the commemoration of its firlt caufe, or the propitiation of its
future influence.

Tue Hindoos believe implicity in predeftination, and in the
tranfmigration of the foul. The firft, though it may operate in
cramping the genius and obftruéting it’s progreflive powers, has a
happy tendency in affuaging their misfortunes, and adminiftering
a comfort in all the wants of life. They fay, it is the hand of
God, which for fome infcrutable purpofe, direts and impels the
altions of his creatures. The dottrine of Metempfychofis reftrains
them from the ufe of animal food,* an aliment not neceffary in a
hot climate, and often attended with pernicious confequences.
This reftriction may alfo have contributed to infufe into their minds
an abhorrence of fanguinary ats, and inculcate the virtues of hu-
manity and general philanthropy.

Tue Hindoos compute their grand evolutions of time by
epochs, called in their language Jogues, of which there are four,
correfponding, in the afcribed qualities, witlr their golden, filver,,
brazen, and iron ages of the ancients. 'The prefent, they fay, is
the Khullee,4 or the fourth Jogue ; and that at the expiratiom of
every age, the Supreme Being has deftroyed the world, and that a

¢ This tenet is not, at this dhy, fri@ly adhered to ; for the Hindoos of the fecond
and fourth caft occafionally ufe flefh mear, and the Bramins of Bengal invariably eat fith.

The Chriftian s, 1787, correfponds with 4888, of tie Khulle Taque.
continued
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continued fucceflion of Jogues will revolve ad infinitum. The re-
cords of this ancient people teem fo profufely with .fable, and
abound throughout in fuch extravagant relations of their demi-
gods, fimilar in their feafts to the Bacchus, Hercules, and Thefeus
of the Greeks, that no rational or fatisfattory conclufion can be
drawn, for any adjuftment of chronology. A pundjt will intro-
duce into his legend a lack of years,* with as much facility, and
perhaps conviction to himfelf, as our commentators of theological
hiftory would reduce to their ftandard, half a century.

Tre principles of the Hindoo religion, with its moft effential
tenets, were compofed, it is afferted, by Brimha, and comprifed
in four books, entitled the Bairds or Vaids ; a word in the Sanfcrit
language fignifying myftery. In that partof the peninfula of In-
dia bordering on the Coromandel fide, thefe facred writings are
named the Vaidums. The Talinghahs and Malabars make little
diftin€tion between the letters B, and V, and invariably terminate
with an M, all Sanfcrit words. ‘The Shaftre is a voluminious com-
mentary on the Bairds, and has been written by various pundits,
for the purpofe of illuftrating the Hindoo Mythology. From the
Shaftre proceed thofe prepofterous ceremonies, which have been
dragged into the Hindoo fyftem of worfhip ; all tending to (hackle
the vulgar mind, and produce in it a flavifh reverence for the tribe
of Bramins, The privelege of reading the Bairds, and expounding

* An hundred thoufand,
Vor. L F its
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its texts, is only allowed to them ; and prohibited to the other
cafts, under fevere penalties. By the fole inveftment of this im-
portant authority, the prieft is left at liberty to explain the original
doftrine in the manner that may moft forcibly confolidate the
power and promote the intereft of his order. In the tranfmigra-
tion of the foul into different bodies, confifts the various gradaé
tions of reward and punifhment amongft the Hindoos. Conform-
ably to their aétions, they are tranfpofed into fuch bodies, whether
of the human or brute fpecies, as their conduét, whilft they occu-
pied their former tenements, may have merited. They do not ad-
mit of eternal punifhments, and thudder at the idea of a belief fo
difconfonant to-the opinion which they have formed of the Supreme
Being.

Eviv difpofitions, they fay, are chaftifed by a confinement in
the bodies of thofe animals, whom they moft refemble in their na-
ture, and are conftrained to occupy them, till their vices are either
eradicated,. or fufficiently qualified to deferve the pofleffion of fupe-
rior forms. The good attions of man, the Hindoo law-giver has
written, will be rewarded by his admiffion into thofe bodies which.
enjoy the utmoft human happinefs ; as that which the magiftrate
fecls on the juft and merciful execution of the truft which has
been committed to him ; or that high fenfe of pleafure which the
man: of humanity participates, when he has alleviated the diftreffes
of the unfortunate, or otherwife promoted the welfare of mankind.
—After a certain feries of tranfmigration rendered acceptable to

the
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the Deity by a purfuit of virtue, and when his foul fhall be com-
pletely purified from the taints of evil, the Hindoo is admitted to
a participation of the radiant and never-ccafing glory of his firft
caufe.* The foul’s receiving this act of blifs, is defcribed by com-
paring it to a ray of light, attrafted by the grand powers of the
fun, to which it {hoots with an immenfe velocity, and is there ab-
forbed in the blaze of fplendor.

Yum Durm Rajah officiates in the fame capacity amongft the
Hindoos, as Minos did in the infernal regions of the ancients.
All fouls liberated from the body, are fuppofed to appear at the
tribunal of Yumr Durm, where their former actions are proclaimed
aloud, and examined by this judge, who paffes an immediate fen«
tence. Should the difpofition of a man, have been fo flagitioufly
depraved, as to be judged unworthy, even of an introduétion into
the body of the vileft animal, fuch coporal punifhment is im-
po’ed on him, as may be thought adequate to his crimes ; and the
foul is afterwards placed in fome fuitable ftation on earth. Accor-
ding to the religious tradition of the Hindoos. Sree Mun Narrain,
fince the creation of the world, has at nine different periods af-
fumed incarnated forms, either for the purpofe of eradicating fome
terreftrial evil, or chaftifing the fins .of mankind.+ The Hin-

® The union of the human iqul with the divine etherial fubftance of the univerfe,
is the ancient do&rine of Pythagoras and Plato ;-but it feems to exclude any perfonal
or confcious immortality. See Gibbon’s Hiftory, volume 4th, p. 202, in a note.

+ According to the Hindoo tradition, a tenth incarnation of the Dcity is yet
expeled,

Fa2 ' doos
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doos worfhip a fecondary fpecies of deity, which they wildly multi-
ply to the number of thirty-three crores,* who in their different
functions, are defigned to reprefent the numberlefs attributes of
the Supreme Deity.

From the crowd of images which the Bramin has placed in
the temples of the Hindoos, they have been branded with the ap-
pellation of idolaters. When this mode of offering fupplications
or thanfgiving to the Supreme Being is difpaflionately examined, it
will be feen, that a perfonification of the attributes of the Deity is
not unfitly adapted to the general comprehenfion, Thofe (and they
compofe a great portion of the people) who are not endowed with
the ability of reading the praife of God, can with facility conceive
a certain idea of his greanefs, in contemplating a figure, fculp-
tured with many heads and with many hands, adorned with every
fymbol of human power, and beheld by all claffes of men with un-
feigned reverence. The origin of emblematical figures has long
preceded the ufe of letters. We find in the Spanith records, that
intelligence of the firft arrival of the Europeans on the coaft of
Mezico, was defcribed to Montezuma by figures painted on cotton
cloth. In a rude fociety, it was evidently a more eafy operation to
convey an idea through the medium of a figure cut in wood or
moulded in clay, than to invent an alphabet, and out of it compofe

a regulated aflemblage of words, neceffary for the formation of a
written language.

& A crore is a hundred lacks.
Tux
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Tue immenfe group of Hindoo gods enjoy immortality, with
which they are gifted by drinking a water called Amrut, a mytho-
logical beverage, bearing fome analogy to the neétar of Homer's
Deities. In the mythology of the Hindoos is found an elegant
defcription of nine goddefles, refembling, in a certain degree, the
mufes of the ancients, in the nature of their occupations. There
is alfo moft picturefquely delineated, the god of love, who has a
variety of epithets, all fignificant of the unbounded fway which he
pofiefles over the hearts of men. His common names are Kaum
and Mudden, and he is reprefented as a pleafing youth, armed
with a bow of fugar cane, ftrung with the ftings of bees ; and five
arrows, denoting the five fenfes, each of which is baited with dif-
ferent qualities ‘of the poifon of love. A picture was found at
Tanjore, when the fort was captured* riding on a elephant,
whofe form was compofed of the figures of feven young women,
entwined together in fo ingenious and whimfical a manner, as
to exhibit an exact fhape of that bulky animal. In the Befs+
Eifhwer Pagoda at Benares, is fcen a ftone figure, well executed,
of the god of the fun fitting in a chariot, and driving a horfe
with twelve heads, an evident allufion to the divifions of the
ecliptic.

® It is alfo faid to reprefent Kithin, an incarnated form of the Deity.

+ An abreviated compound of Vyftnow, or Bithen and Eifhwer. In this temple,
which is dedicated to thefe two Deities in conjuniion, the feQaries of both offer up
their prayers,

With-
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WiTnouT putting etymology to the torture, or moulding to
the fhape of his fyftem the deceitful aids of chronology, the care-
ful obferver might be enabled to trace fome parts of the religious
worfhip of the Hindoos into Egypt. He would difcover the facred
Bull or Cow of Sheva, placed high in the holy legends of the Coptis;;
and he would fee the {nake, one of the myfterious affociates of Sree
Mun Narrain, devoutly revered by that nation, as the hieroglyphic
of wifdom and longevity. It would appear that the onion, men-
tioned by hiftorians to be held in fuch profound veneration amongft
the Egyptians, is no lefs marked with reverence in Hindoftan ;
where, though the ufe of a vegetable diet is ftrongly inculcated,
and with not a very large deviation, ufually adopted, the onion is
forbidden to many of the fects; and. in the upper part of India,
when an oath, on which a matter of importance depends, is ad-
miniftered, the Bramin frequently introduces the onion, to render
the ceremony more facred.

IN comparing the religious worfhip of the Hindoos with that
of the ancients, the functions of fome of the Deities appear con-
fpicuoufly uniform; and were it poffible to procure a defcription
of the occupations and various powers of the Hindoo fubaltern
gods, it might be found, that the group of the weftern pantheon
had been feleCted from the divine affembly of Brimha. The
Egyptians and the Greeks, in their commerce with India, through
the channel of the Red Sea, have left, I have been fometimes in-
duced to believe, tokens behind them of their conneétion with the

Hindoos.
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Hindoos, In the colletion of a gentleman at Benares are feveral
valuable antiques, which were purchafed by the merchants of that
city : one of which, reprefenting a matron, is cut in a manneg
bearing every mark of Grecian (kill ; and another exhibited Cleo~
patra in the act of being bitten by the afp. The fame gentleman
had in his pofleffion a Medufa’s head, on an emerald, found alfo
at Benares, which being fent to England, was unrefervedly ac~
knowledged to be the work of a Grecian or Roman mafter. Some
years ago, a high finithed Camaieu was procured at Guzerat,,
whereon Hercules flaying the Nemean lion, was executed with
much tafte and fpirit. Thefe circumftances are addueed to fup-
port a conjetture, that, during the intercourfe which exifted be-
tween the natives of Egypt and India, the former might have in-
troduced into their country, with fome of the rare and luxurious
produéts of Hindooftan, certain tenets and ceremonies of Hindoa
mythology. In endeavouring to point out the track of thefe an-
tiques, it is to be noticed, thar they might have found a way into
India in the cabinets of the Mahometans, who in the more early
period of their empire, were little lefs enthufiaftic in the admira-
tion of Grecian productions and literature, than the Romans.
And it is a faét in need of no illuftration, that the revival of
letters and the arts, after the Roman world had been immerfed
in Gothic ruin, received a powerful aid from the princes of the

Khaliphat.
My knowledge of aftronomy is fo confined, that I am almoft
incapa~
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incapacitated from defcribing the attainment of the Bramins in
that fcience, long before the @ra in which it flourithed in the
caftern world. The zodiac, with its twelve figns, is well known
to the Hindoos, and they have beftowed on the feven days of the
week, which commences with funday, the names of the planets.
The folar year® of the Hindoos, which is arranged in fix feafons,
confifts of twelve months, containing three hundred and fixty-five
days ; and once in the term of four years an additional day is an-
nexed for the completion of the earth’s precife revolutions round
the fun. Commercial tranfactions and writings of correfpondence
are dated amongft the Hindoos according to the lunar, or Lumbut
year, which commences about the period of the vernal equinox.
The month is calculated from the full moon, and is divided into
thirty equal parts. Thofe comprehending the moon’s encreafe,
are termed Bood, and the portion of its wane, Bole, or Bood.
On the third year of the Lumbut, an extraordinary month is al-
tercalated, for the inclufion of the time required in equalizing the
lunar and folar fyftems. The Joaguels are divided into cycles of
twelve and fixty years, each of which is diftinguifhed by its pecu-

® The folar, or as it is denominated by the Hindoos, the Lunkrant year, begins on
the 1oth or 11th of April, and its months are compofed occafionally of 29, 30, 31, and
32 days. The common epocha of Hindooftan was eftablithed by the Rajah Vickerum
Mhaje&t, and founded 57 years before the year of Chrift. Some Hindoo nations com-
pute their time from other periods, as in Bengal ; but their hiftorical writings are
generally adapted to the year of Vickerum Mhaject; who was much celebrated in
Hindooftan, for his magnificence, and liberal protection of men of genius.

liar
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liar denomination.* The obfervatory at Benares, though rude in
its ftrutture, and containing inftruments fuitably coarfe, proves
notwithftanding, that the Hindoos poffefs the knowledge of afcer-
taining the motions of the heavenly bodies. - Could accefs be ob-
tained to fuch records of the Hindoos as are divefted of that re-
dundancy of fable with which their priefts have fo copioufly inter-
woven them, it would not be prefumptuous to fuppofe, that we
would difcover they had been, in the more early ages of the world,
one of the moft enlightencd and powerful nations that inhabited
the earth.

Tue empire of the Hindoos, as related in many of their hif-
torical tralls, confifted of fifty-fix feparate principalities, ulti-
mately gaverned by one prince, whofe kingdom extended from the
fouthern limits of Tartary to the ifland of Ceylon, and from the
confines of Affam and Arracan to the river Indus. 'This extenfive
fpace was inhabited by a people who were divided into four dif-
tinét tribes, each exercifing different funétions, but all uniting in
their various branches to promote the general good. It abounded
in fair and opulent cities, which were decorated with magnificent

* The Hindoos, I believe, commonly clafs their time in-cycles of fixty years, though
that of twelve is alfo well known to them. Amongft fome articles of plunder, cap-
tured by the Company’s troops in a Bantan Fort, was found, with other obje@s of the
Hindoo worthip, an image of the Mbah Deve, and a printed reprefentation of the figures
defcribing the Tartar cycle, which is compofed of 12 years. This figurative mode of
marking time, which has prevailed from high antiqnity in Japan, China, Siam, and
through the vaft regions of Tactary, is at this day obferved in the Turkith Empire.

Vor. L. G temples
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temples for the worthip of the gods ; and with fumptuous man-
fions, gardens, and fountains, for the pleafure and the accommo-
dation of the inhabitants. Ufeful and elegant artifans, fkilled in
raifing ftupendous buildings, in fabricating gold, filver, and the
moft delicate cotton cloths, and in the curious workmanthip of
precious ftones and metals, all found encouragement in the exer-
cife of their profeflions.* Salutary ordinances diretted the Hin-
doos in the punifhment of crimes and the fecurity of property ;
and when fome glaring indulgencies in favour of the facred tribe
are excepted, we muft yield an unreferved approbation to the juf-
tice and wifdom of their laws. The traveller was enabled to jour-
ney through this extenfive empire, with an eafe and fafety, un-
known in other countries. ‘The public roads were fhaded with
trees; and frequent habitations, accommodated with a pond or
well, were founded for the conveniency of the paffenger; and
fhould he have been pillaged in any part of the country, the diftrict
in which the damage had been fuftained, was obliged to make
reftitution—When this empire, its polifhed people, and the pro-
grefs_ which fcience had made amongft them, are attentively confi-
dered ; when, at the fume period, a retrofpective view is thrown on

* This defcription may be judged chimerical and extravagant by thofe who have
not witnefler the conftruion of the ancient Hindoo monuments, or examined the hif-
tory of their empire when it firlt belonged to the Mahometans, Thefe foldiers are re~
prefented to have been fafcinated by the difplay of its grandeur, and to have {tond
amazed at the treafures that were difclofed. Vide Dow’s Relation of the Plunder of
the Samnaut 'emple.

the:
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the ftates of the European world, then immerfed in, or emerging
from, ignorance and barbarity, we muft behold Hindoftan with
wonder and refpect ; and we may aflert without forfeiting the
claims of truth and moderation, that however far the European
world now out-ftrips the nations of thc Eaft, the followers of
Brimha in the early periods of life, were poflefled of a fund amply
ftored with valuable materials of philofophy and ufeful knowledge.
The humane mind will naturally feel a fenfe of forrow and pity
for a people, who have fallen from fo confpicuous a height of glory
and fortune, and who probably have contributed to polith and exalt
the nations, who now hold-them in fubjection.

To form an accurate judgment of the genius of the Hirdoos,
or to defcribe the limit to which they extended art and fcience; it
were requifite, could the neceffary materials be procured, to exhibit
the condition of their empire, before it had felt the fevere and vic-
torious arms of the Mahometans.— A partial and degrading rela-
tion would be made of the Hindoos, were a defcription of their
laws, government, and manner, taken from the appearance they
make at this day in the eye of the world. Hindoftan was over-
thrown by a fierce race of men, who in their rapid courfe of con-
queft, exerted the moft furious efforts in levelling every monument
of worfhip and tafte. They maffacred the priefts and plundered
the temples, with a keennefs and ferocity, in which their firft
chicfs might have gloried. A people thus crufhed, groaning un-
der the load of oppreflion, and difmayed at the fight of inceffant

G2 cruelties,
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crueities, muft foon have loft the fpirit of fcience, and the exertion
of genius : efpecially as the fine arts were fo blended with their
fyftem of religion, that the perfecution of the one, mu®t have ihed
a baneful influence on the exiftence of the other. To decide on,
or affix, the char.cter of the Hindoo, from the point of view in
which he is now behgld, would, in a large degree, be fimilar to
the attempt of c nveying an exact idea of ancient Greece, from the
materials now prefented by that wretched countrv, The difquifi-
tion of the man of philanthrophy, liberated from the fetters of
prejudice, will be far different : —he will enjoy congenial pleafure,
in difpelling the fhade of obfcurity, which hath long enveloped the
hiftory of the Hindoo :— he will endeavour to carry it back to that
xra of grandeur, which his country enjoyed in her day of profpe-
nity, and there hold him out to the information of mankind ; the ge-
nerality of whom, whether from motives of contempt, or habits of
indolence, have yet acquired but a trivial and incorreét knowledge
of this ancient people. It will then be feen, that the genius of
the Hindoos was happily led on; and that their bent of difpofition
was aptly regulated and attempered by the rules eftablithed for the
performance of their feveral profeflions. A precifion which re-
pelled the encroachments of error or defign, prefcribed to them
their refpective duties in the ftate, and in fociety, and wholly pre-
cluded any other fect from infringing on the privileges. of another.
The Bramin was invefted with the uncontrolled guardianfhip of
religion ; he became the perpetual medium, through which the in-

ferior
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ferior claffes addrefled their god : he was alfo the fole depofitary
and inftructor of fcience, and to his care and ability was intrufted
the education of youth. The importance of thefe offices muft
have given to the Bramin great fway in a community where a
knowledge of religious worfhip, from its complex variety, be-
comes a tafk of arduous labour; and whe-e, at the fame time, a
performance of the rites of his religion, is deemed an obligation
indifpenfably incumbent on the Hindoo, in his-acquifition of fu-
ture happinefs. Thefe employments were judged of fufficient mag-
nitude to occupy the whole attention of the Bramin, and he was
ftrictly iterdited from all temporal affairs. The authority of ex-
ercifing the funétions of royalty, feems to have devolved without
referve on the Chittery or Rajah, and his pofleflions were held here-
ditary in the line of legitimate male primogeniture. The youngeft
branch of this race were employed in the army, and entrufted
with the charge of the forts and ftrong holds of the country.
The occupation of a merchant, with the tranfactions of traffic,
was committed to the Bhyfe, or Banian, and it was declared
unlawful for the other tribes to engage in commerce. The huf-
bandman, the artifan, the private foldier, and the labourer,
compofe the Looder, or the fourth caft of Hindoo; and each of
thefe refpective profeflions was exclufively purfued. Thus, dif-
tin&tly arranged, and on the fevereft penalties prohibited from ex-
trancous mixture, or the admiffion of profelytes, the Hindoo go-

vernment
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vernment acquired an uniformity and vigour, the natural refult
of its principles.*

WERE an analogy afcertained between the mythology of the
Hindpos and Egyptians, perceptible traces of which are occafion-
ally prefented, it might then become a matter of doubt which peo-
ple, for the greateft fpace of time have been the moft polifhed and
enlightened. From- the examples which have been brought for-
ward for the explanation of fome of the moft confpicuous parts of
the mythology of the Hindoos, and to demonftrate the probable
antiquity of that nation, it may feem, that I favour the belief of
Egypt's having received a portion of her ftock of fcience and reli-
gion from India. With a deference to popular opinion, and dif-
claiming all fabrication of fyltem, I muft-avow an inclination to
this opinion. One fact amongft fome others, afforded me a fair
proof of. the high antiquity of the Hindoos, as a civilized nation,
and marks a ftrong difapprobation of a foreign-intercourfe,

Tuey are forbidden to crofs the river Attoc, the name of
which, in certain dialets of their language, fignifies prohibition ;
and (hould they pafs this boundary, they are held unclean, and in

¢ Many of the fences that marked the limits of the refpeive tribes, are now
broken down. The Bramins of the Decan and Punjal, have taken up the fword,
and are feen crowding the ranks of an-army ; the Chittery occafionally takes himfelf
to traffic, and the Sooder has become the inheritor of principalities, Mararow, the
gallant Mahrattah officer and chief of Ghooty, was of the fourth caft of Hindoos.

the



FORSTER'S TRAVELS 55

the ftri€t fenfe of 1eligious law, forfuit their rank in the tribes they
may be claficd in. Tuey were alfo, either forbidden from embark-
ing on the ocean, or they were deterred from undertaking marine
expeditions, by the difficulties incurred in procuring at fea, the
requifite diet for a Hindoo. The probability therefore is not ap-
parent, that any part of a people, fenced in by this reftriction,
and who were fo proudly centered in themiclves, as to reject with
abhorrence, the admiffion of profclyes, would have emigrated into
a diftant country, and brought from thence a fyftem of religious
worthip ; nor does any probable tradition authorife the belief of
an Egyptian colony having been cftablithed in India. The capa-
cious fpace which Hindoftan occupies on the face of the globe,.
the advantages it derives from foil and climate, and from its nu-
merous rivers, fome of them of the firft clafs of magnitude, may
be adduced as reafonable arguments of its having been peopled at
a more carly period of time than Egypt, which does not poffefs
the like local benefits. If the degree of perfection which manu-
fattures have attained, be received as a criterion to judge of the
progrefs of civilization, and if it be alfo admitted as a teft of decid-
i'ng on the antiquity of a people, who adopt no foreign improve-
ments, little hefitation would occur, in beftowing the palm of pre-
cedence on Hindoftan, whofe fabrics of the moft delicate and beau-
tiful contexture, have been long held in admiration, and have hi-
therto ftood unrivalled. Let me conclude this comparative view,
with obferving, and I truft difpaffionately, that when we fec a

people
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people poffeffed of an ample ftock of fcience of well digefted ordi-
nances, for the protettion and improvement of fociety—and of a
religion whofe tenets confift of the utmoft refinement, and vatiety
of ceremony—and, at the fame time, obferve amongft other Afi-
atic nations, and the Egyptians of former times, but partial dif~
tributions of knowledge, law, and religion—we muft be led to
entertain a fuppofition, that the proprietors of the leffer, have
been fupplied from the fources of the greater fund. Thefe re-
fleCtions which have been furnifhed by experience and various in-
formation, will perhaps afford more fatisfaction, than the laboured
and perplexed proofs of dates and etymology, which are often
framed, as they moft commodioufly accord with fome favourite
hypothefis.

AmonasT the Hindoos, marriage,* when it can be performed
with any degree of conveniency, is deemed an indifpenfable duty,
and it is belicved, that propagating the fpecies in that ftate, enti-
tles parents to fingular marks of the divine favour. They fhew
a difapprobation of celibacy by many marks of opprobium and
fcorn ; and I have frequently obferved, that when a Hindoo, from
queftion, or other caufes, has been brought to the affirmation of

® This word, ufed in the Sanfcrit language, is often termed Callian, which figni-
fies pleafure. The Hindoos, in common ufage, bave but one wife, and when this rule
is deviated from, it is confidered-a fpecies of indecency. There is a fet, though not
numerous, of mendicants, called Joguces, or Byraghces, who live in a fiate of ce-
libacy.

his
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his fingle ftate, he has appeared difconcerted and afhamed, and im-
mediately attributed his folitary condition to ill fortune, or fome
domeftic inconveniency. It is to this inftitution, which is ftroagly
recommended, and, I may fay, even enforced, that the generally
extenfive population of Hindoftan, and its fpeedy recovery from
the calamities of war and famine, may be largely afcribed. The
entire fyftem of domeftic ordinance and ceconomy of the Hindoos,
is founded on a firm, yet, fimple bafis ; from which arife effeéts,
happy in themfelves, and powerfully operative in uniting the bonds
of fociety. By the ancient laws of the country, the wife depends
for the enjoyment of every pleafure, as well as for moft of the or-
dinary accommodations of life, on the immediate exiftence of her
hufband ; and it becomes her invariable intereft to preferve his
health, as much of her happinefs is centered in his living to an old
age. On the demife of the hufband, the wife virtually devolves
into a caput mortuum ; fhe is not permitted to marry again, fhe
is deprived of all confequence in the family, and divefted of the
marks of ornament and diftinétion. ‘There are certain reli-
gious ceremonies not lawful for her to perform, and in fome in-
ftances, fhe is held unclean ; but on all occafions, after the huf-
band’s death, the widow is claffed in the houfe as a flave or a me-
nial fervant. But this ufage has not fo generally prevailed in latter
times. The wives of the deceafed Hindoos have moderated that
fpirit of enthufiaftic pride, or impulfe of affettion, which was ufed
to urge them to felf-deftruétion on the pile of their hufbands.

Vor. I. H Their
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Their grief can now be affuaged, and their religious duties recon-
ciled, by a participation of domeftic comforts ; and many of the
Hindoo widows, efpecially in the Marhattah country, have ac-
quired by their ability, their wealth, connetion, or intrigue, the
pofieflion of extenfive power and influence. Amongft the fuperior
tribes of the Hindoos, where the fenfe of honor or fhame, is more
delicately preferved, rather than fuffer a degradation, by which fe-
male attractions are extinguithed, and the pride and fpirt of the
fex depreffed, the women are impelled by a furious courage, foftened
by the term of matrimonial affection, to terminate the mifery of
their condition in death. According to a paffage of the Shafter of
the Hindoos, which I examined by the help of an iuterpreter, it is
fpecifically ordained, that a wife ought to burn heifelf at her huf-
band’s death ; fhould fhe not poffefs the refolution of fuftaining
this trial, fhe is direted to make a pilgrimage to fome of the facred
places of Hindoo ablution, as Benares, Allahabad, Ghy.h, &c.
and there, appropriating her property to charitable ules, ofer up
a facrifice of her hair to the memory of her hufband. She is not
to decorate her perfon with jewels, with gold, filver, or any female
ornament : fhe is not to ufe perfumes, nor eat fleth, fith, or butter;
but to live on plain barley or wheaten bread, and eat but once in a
day. Her time is to be employed in the conftant worfhip of God,
and the purification of her mind, from anger, malice, and avarice ;
and fhe is to withdraw herfelf from all the concerns of the world,
If her life is paffed in thefe alts fhe is promifed after death to enter

heaven,
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heaven, without foffering intermediate purgation. In addition to
the dread of fo degraded a ftate of mortification, the widow on the
other fide is told by the Bramins, that the performance of the act
of felf-deftruction will entitle her to an ample participation of ex-
quifite future joys, and will enfure to her progeny the pre-eminent
favor of the Deity. Though the iffue of fuch a refolution forcibly
affeCts thofe feelings of humanity cherifhed amongft European na-
tions, yet as the ufage appears to originate in a caufe tending to
ftrengthen domeftic policy, it ought not to be haftily condemned,

or imputed altogether to the dictates of cruelty or injuftice.
Conformably to the ftate of fubordination in which Hindoo
women are ‘placed, it has been judged expedient to debar them the
ufe of letters. The Hindoos hold the invariable language, that
acquired accomplifhments are not neceflary to the domeftic claffes
of the female:fex, whether for contributing to her individual hap-
pinefs, or preferving the decorum of charatter, and fimplicity of
manners, which alone render her ufeful or amiable, in the eftima-
tion of her family. They urge that a knowledge of literature
would conduce to draw a woman from her houfehold cares, and
give a difrelith to thofe offices, in which confift the only fatisfation
and amufement that fhe can, with propriety, and an obfervance of
retitude, partake of ; and fuch is the force of cuftom, that a Hin~
doo woman would-incur a fevere reproach, were it known that fhe
could read or write. The Hirdoo dancing girls, whofe occupations
are avowedly devoted to, tiic public pleafure, are, on the conrtrary
H2 taught
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taught the ufe of letters, and are minutely inftruéted in the know-
ledge of every attration and blandifhment, which can operate in
communicating the fenfual pleafure of love. Thefe women are
not obliged to feck fhelter in private haunts, nor are they, on ac-
count of their profeflional condué, marked with opprobrious
ftigma. They compofe a particular clafs of fociety, and enjoy the
avowed protection of government, for which they are affeffed ac-
cording to their feveral capacities. No religious ceremory or fef-
tival is thought to be completely performed, with the accompany-
ment of dancing women. They ufually attend on a certain day of
the week, at the court of the prince or governor of the diftrict, ei-
ther to make an obeifance, or exhibit a profeffional entertainment ;
and in fome of the provinces, they are endowed with grants of the
public lands.*

AN Hindoo family is governed with efficient power by the
male fenior member, to whom the other branches fhew an atten-
tive refpet, and in domeftic life a ready fubmiffion. A fon will
not fit in the prefence of his father without exprefs defire, and in
Kis deportment and converfation, obferves to him a dutiful, as well

® The Hindoo dancing-women are here only alluded to, and thofe particularly who
afiit which is a numerous clafs) at the ceremonies of worthip. As they receive a
maintenance from the revenue of the pagoda, or from private perfons, they are not dri-
ven by neceffity into a promifcuous intercourfe with the world. But it is to be obfer-
ved, that thofe who do not receive any permament ftipend, are little lefs diffolute and
abandoned in their habits of life, than a female of fimilar defcription in European
countrics.
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as affeftionate, behaviour. In the courfe of a long refidence in In-
dia, and rather a clofe inveftigation of Hindoo cuftoms and man-
ners, I never difcovered what our language has termed a free think-
er.* The moft celebrated charalters amongft the Hindoos, and
their men of the world, as Scindia, Nanah Purnawees,+ and the
Bhohulla, believe the tenets of the dotiine of Brimha with as
much fincerity, and pralticc the minuteft ceremony with as much
fcrupulous attention, as the fimpleft or moft bigotted peafant in
the country.
I am, Dear Sir,
‘Yours, &c. &c.

® ‘There are fome fchifmatic fe&@s found amongft the Hindoos, and even claffes of
that people, who reje& the authority of the Baids, and the whole conftru@ion of Bra-
mi+ mythology; but however pure the original mode of their worfhip might have
been, it is now grofily entangled with ceremony and emblem. The moft confideiable
branch of thefe feGaries is denominated Pooje; who have beffowed on the objed of
their adoration, the title Paurufs Naut, which in the Sanfcrit may be termed the lord of
the ulchymical philofopher’s ftone.

LET-
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LETTER IIL

Benares, 30th November, 1782,
MY DEAR SIR,

ON the 3d of this month, I made an ex.
curfion to Bidgi-ghur,* a place rendered famous in the Bengal an-
nals, from a large amount of plunder acquired there by the Eng-
lith troops. On the firft day, I arrived at Lutteef-ghur, about 18
miles to the fouthweft of Bernares. The fort was entirely deferted,
and the paffage approaching to it is almoft choaked up by bruth-
wood, and the projected -branches of trees. Lutteef-ghur ftands
in the centre of a circular range of hills, from the fummit of
which, a thick, and in moft places a high wood, reaches to the
walls of the fort. The air of this fpot being deprived of a quick
circulation, has acquired a malignant quality, and communicates
its pernicious influence to all animal bodies. It is in thefe fitua-
tions, where as it is termed, the hill fever is produced : —a difeafe,
which pervading every part of the animal ceconomy, contaminates

® Bidgi and Idgi, according to the mythology of the Hindoos, keep watch at the
gate of Paradife ; Ghur, in the Hindoo, is a fortrefs or ftrong hold.

the
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the whole mafs of blood, and will only yield to the power of mer-
cury. The water alfo in fuch places partakes of the like baneful
property :—it fhould feem that the air infufes into this element, a
certain portion of that peftifcrous quality, with which the climate
of woody and confined countries in India is ever pregnant. The
falling of the branches and leaves into rivulets and refervoirs
of water, may likewife increafe the noxious effet. Having fre-
quently witneffed the ill effects of a confined air, I am the more
emboldened to hazard thefe conjetures ; which I will clofe with
noticing to you, that wherever I have obferved an impurity of air
the water has been equally pernicious.

AT the gate of the fort, had taken up his lonely refidence, a
Mahometan Faquir, who bore on him, poor man! evident proofs
of the deftruétive climate of Lutteef-ghur ;—he was meagre, wan,
and nearly confumed by the violence of a fever and ague. When I
defired him to leave fo melancholy a ftation, and go where he might
recover his health, he fhewed little attention to the advice, and
prefered, he faid, an exiftence in this place, under a load of mifery
and the precdrious charity of paflengers, to the rifk of ftarving in
places where he might be wholly unknown.

On the 4th, after a Journry of about twenty miles, I arrived
near the foot of Bidgi-ghur hill, where I flept, and in the morning
walked up to the fort, which is a circumvallation of the crown of
a rocky hill, meafuring from the immediate bafe to the fummit, a
little more perhaps than two miles.

Tus
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Thae artificial fortification is neither ftrong, nor is it compofed
of fubftantial materials, as is feen by a fiffure of the wall, caufed
by the rains of the laft year, and alfo by a breach that was made
during the fiege; which fhew that the wall is chiefly compofed of
rough ftones cemented with clay. This ftrong hold owes its im-
portance folely to its height and fteepnefs; and had it been de-
fended with a common fhare of conduét and fpirit, the capture
would have been attended with much difficulty and bloodfhed. It
has been faid indeed, that exclufively of the hazardous attempt of
taking Bidgi-ghur by ftorm, the greater part of the troops would
have been deftroyed by fevers, had they remained in that quarter a
month longer. Three deep refervoirs, excavated on the top of the
hill, plentifully fupply the garrifon with water. Some of the
baftions on the eaftern fide are fupported by branches of the rock,
which proje&ting horizontally eight or ten feet from the fummit,
holds out in the air a folid foundation. The profpeét around is
diverfified and picturefque, but when you throw the eye on the deep
and rugged precipice bencath, the view is infinitely grand, though
not divefted of that horror, which naturally affetts the mind in
contemplating objefts from fo abrupt a height. The rifing and
fetting fun at Bidgi-ghur exhibits a magnificent fcene, and excites
a train of ideas ftrongly impreffed with a grateful admiration of
the firft caufe of nature. The view of the fetting fun takes in the
river Soane, which is feen winding its ftream, brightened by the
rays of the weftern light, through a long traét of diverfified coun-

try.
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try.—A fort alfo appears on the fide of a diftant hill, which is
only brought into the evening profpett.

Tre village of Mow, fituate at the bottom of the defcent,
which before the capture of Bidgi-ghur was well peopled, and
poflefled a confiderable commerce, is now deferted and in ruins.
This village, whofe lofs is fevercly felt in many parts of the coun-
try, afforded the only mart on that quarter for fupplying the
wants of the bordering mountaineers, who reforted thither, and
bartered their wares for the produce of the low lands. Since the
depopulation of Mow this commercial communication has ceafed,
and the Benares traders maintain little conneftion with the inha-
bitants of the hills, who are a hardy active race of men, and were
they encouraged like thofe of Bauglepore to enter into our fervice,
an ufeful body of foldiers might be acquired. They are not, it
is faid, fubject to that fpecies of fever incident to a hilly country,
which has operated fo fatally on the health of our troops; nor
do they entertain thofe prejudices in their mode of living which
affett the higher ranks of the Hindoos, and which have been
found to embarrafs military operations. An introduétion alfo of
a foreign clafs of men into the army, might be conducive by its
counterpoife, to the enfuring the fidclity of the whole body of
native troops.

BurwanT Sing, through a channel of intrigue and direét
difhonety, qualities he notorioufly poffeffed, feized on Bidgi-ghur,
which he ftrengthened and made the principal repofitory of his

Vor. I I wealth ;
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wealth ; and Cheyt Sing,* who augmented the works and increafed
the treafures, conftructed a ftrong bridge of flone over a fmall
river that fkirts the bottom of the hill.

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c. &ec.

® The Son of Bulwant Sing, and now a fugitive in the Camp of Scindia,

LET-
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LETTER 1V.

70 7. D. F. Allababad, 17th Dec. 1782.
MY DEAR SIR,

TH E want of a fubjet to inform or amufe
you, was the only caufe of my not foouer acknowledging your
long and very kind letter. You may with confidence believe, that
a forgetfulnefs of the many offices of friendfhip which I have ex-
perienced at your hands, will never be clafled in the roll of my
offences, which, God knows, already is too long a one ! and truft
me when I fay, that I hold the conneftion which has fo long
fubfifted between us, as the chiefeft honor and credit of my life.

I am now to inform you, that having refolved on proceeding to
Europe by a northern tract, I affumed the name of a Georgian, for
the fake of travelling with more fafety, and left Benares on the
12th of this month, mounted upon a fmall horfe. After a journey
of four days, or forty coffes, in which no particular occurrence
fell out, I arrived at Allahabad. About mid-way commenccs the
territory of Oude, which is immediately ditinguifhed from that of
Benares by its barren and defolate afpe&t. The fortrefs of Allaha-

Ia bad,
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bad, founded by Acbar,® ftands on the point of land which forms
the confluence of the Ganges and Jumma ;—a fituation beautiful
as it is commodious ; and in the feafon of the year when the flow
of water is fpacic s and rapid, exhibits a fcene of uncommon gran.
deur. On one ‘de, the Ganges is feen rolling down a ftrong and
yellow tide, and on the other, the Jumma glides with a clearer
ftream clofe to the walls of the fort. To this favorite and facred
fpot a large affembly of Hindoos refort at an annual period, to
wafth away their fins, and obtain permiffion to begin a new fcore.
Thefe pilgrims, who are laid under contributions for participating
this indulgence, furnifh the yearly fum of about 0,000 rupees to
the Vizier's treafury. The fort of Allahabad, which is built of
ftone, occupies a large fpace of ground, and has been amply fup-
plied with fuperb and ufeful buildings, whether for promoting the
pleafures or conveniences of life. The place entitled the Ghah
Padfhil* is one of the beft Mahometan manfions I have hitherto
feen ; but the want of fuitable tenants has occafioned great difor-
ders in it. ‘The infide of its upper room is conftruéted of marble
of variegated eolours, and neatly adjufted. From this apartment,
the lord of the world, as he is entitled by his fubjetts, hath a dif-
tinct view of twelve different fuits of female apartments; in the
front of which, when the monarch iffues the mandate, his beau-

® ‘This Emperor commenced his reign in A, D, 1556, and died in 1605,
4 The Imperial Apartment.

teous
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teous handmaids are arranged in his fight that he may felet the
favorite of the day. The imperial choice, or rather edi®, (to what
humiliations do the laws of Mahomet fubjeét ye my fair fiiends !}
is conveyed to the fortunate damfel, and full joyoufly doth her
heart beat, who on the day of review attrats the fancy of her
lord ; —for the paffion of vanity is faid oftentimes to fupply in a
female breaft the place of love. I fhould not diflike, my friend,
to be a Padfhah myfelf, were it not that many of them have had
their throats cut by their friends, and been compelled to drink very
bitter potions ; fince liable to fuch treatment, much good may
their fine ladies and other fine things do them !

In the palace yard ftands a round pillar of about forty feet
high, confifting of an entire ftone, which coarfely refembles the
porphyry, and feems covered with an infeription, in the ancient
Hindoo character; but the letters are fo much effaced and impair-
ed by the ravages of time, which, my friend, fpares not even mar-
ble, that they are become illegible. The erection of this monu-~
ment is attributed to Beemfhyne, whom your Bramin will tell you,
was in his day a powerful chicf, and one of the principal warriors
in the Mhah Bhaut® But as a devout believer, you muft not
repofe too much faith on the Bramin’s account of the ra in which
this Beemthyne is faid to have flourithed ; for he will tell you that
our great progenitor was not even heard of in thofe days. The

® The great war which was carried on by the Paunch-paun-Deve, or the compact
of the five Brothers, againft Dur-jodin, Sec Wilkin's Gheeta,
Maho-
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Mahometans, who as furioufly deftroyed every monument and cu-
rious veftige not expreflive of their doftrine, as they were afluated
by a blind zeal in its propagation and fupport, have endeavoured
to claim the conftrution of this pillar, and over the Hindoo re-
cord, they have engraved the names of many of their emperors,
fince the time of Babr.*

This pillar, which bears the mark of great antiquity, clearly
evinces that Allahabad was a place of importance long before the
zra of the Mahometan conqueft of India. We fhould pafs in-
deed a contemptuous, not to fay an unjuft cenfure, on the under-
ftanding of the ancient Hindoos, did we fuppofe that they had
overlooked a fituation, at once fo favourable to the performance of
their religious duties, and fo happily adapted to the enjoyments of
life. Almoft as many cities have Been brought forward by mo-
dern writers to prefer their claims to the Polybortha of India, as
of old, contefted for the birth-placc of Homer. Monfieur d’An-
ville, the celebrated French geographer, feems to give the palm to
Allahabad. Strabo has made mention of a grand caufeway, lead-
ing from Polybortha into the interior parts of the country, and as
fuch ftruétures are durable and confpicuous, it is to be fuppofed that
fome remains of this road would have yet been vifible ; but on a
careful examination I could not difcover its moft diftant trace.
A mound of earth appears on the weftern fhore of the Ganges,

# The firft Emperor of the race of Timur, who fat on the throne of Hindoftan.
extending
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extending about a mile in a line with the river where it ap-
proaches the fort, which has been evidently thrown up to prevent
the ftream in the feafons of the floods, from overflowing or injuring
the town.

In touching on the fubjeét of Allahabad, it is neceflary to no-
tice the tomb of Sultan Khufro. This maufoleum, about a mile
to the eaftward of the town, ftands in the midft of a fpacious
garden enclofed with a high wall, and well fupplied with a variety
of flower and fruit trees, but from want of culture they look
rugged and barren. Being clad in the Mahometan habit, and
intimating a defire to offer up my prayers at the royal fbrine, I
was immediately admitted. The public edifices of the Mahome-
tans being conftrutted of the worft fpecies of what is termed the
Gothic order, they cannot afford much pleafure to the European
eye, which is now taught to regard only the more fimple and
chafte proportions of art.* Yet the tomb of Khufro, though
comprifing few of the rules of architeture, hath in its appear-
ance fomething peculiarly pleafing, and diffufes around it an air
of melancholy, congenially fuited to the purpofe of its foun-
dation. ‘The building is nearly a fquare, raifed from the ground
by a low flight of fteps, and has a vaulted roof in the form
of a dome, whofe outfide is covered with tiles of a fine clay,
ftained with a diverfity of colours, on which the reflection of

® This opinion does not prefume to include the monuments at Agra, which have
deferved the warmeft approbation of our celebrated artifta.
the
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the fun produces a pleafing effect. No fund being eftablithed
for fupporting this monument, it cannot long furvive the numerous
edifices now fcattered in ruins through the environs of Allahabad.
Adjoining to the tomb of Khufro, is one of a {maller fize, which
a mendicant informed me was erefted in commemoration of
one of the female branches of the imperial family. Some Maho-
metan priefts who live in the garden, keep the infide of the maufo-
leum decently clean, and the different appurtenances are ftill in
good prefervation, particularly the wooden bier in which the body
is faid to be depofited.®* Obferving a fmall curtain fpread on the
wall, I drew it afide, and muft confefs to you that I was imprefled
with a very fenfible awe, on difcovering the figure of an open hand,
engraved on black marble : when I adverted to the nature of the
place, and the ufe to which it had been applied, I at firft fuppofed
that this reprefentation denoted the hand, or the power of the
Deity ; but a farther recolletion informed e, that Mahomed, Ali,
Fatima,+ Huffin, and Huffein, were defcribed by this emblem;
and that in compliance with the law which excludes all works of
fculpture and painting from Mahometan worthip, it had been
covered.

Tue Allahabad diftri€ts once paid into the royal treafury a re-

® Sultan Khufro, the eldeft fon of Tehanquir, died A, D. 1622.
+ Fatima, the daughter of Mahomed, was marricd to Ali, and had two fons, Huffin
and Huffein,

venue
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veune of between feventy and cighty lacks of rupees, but fuch is
the impoverithed and depopulated ftate of the Vizier’s country,
that it is at this day reduced to a fourth of that amount. Shaiftah
Khan, who was appointed by Aurungzebe to govern the provinces
of Bengal and Bahar after the death of Amir Jumlah,* hath left
many monuments of his liberality in the vicinity of Allahabad.
On an infulated rock in the Jumna, near the city, and at a fmall
diftance from the fouth fhore, he built a lofty apartment, which
is cooled by the refrefhing winds of the river, and commands a dif-
tant and wildly diverfified view. A Perfian infcription which I
tranfcribed, fays that Mahomed Shirreef, in the year of the Hegira,
10554 finithed this airy feat of pleafure by order of Shaiftah
Khan.—But from great men and their fplendid works, let me de-
fcend to more trivial concerns, and to fome account of my private
adventures.

InD1A, you know, hath ever been famed for affording conve «
nient places of accomodation to the traveller, who at the dif-
tance of eight and ten miles, feldom fails meeting with a public
lodging, or a refervoic of water, where he may perform his ablu
tions, and quench his thirft. As the greater part of the inhabi.
tants of India, from a fimplicity of life, and the clement ftate of
their climate, have but few fuperfluous wants; a flight defence

* The officer employed by Aurungzebe to oppofc Sultan Shiiuh.
+ A. D, 16450

Vor. I K againft
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againft the fun and rain, a fmall portion of cloathing, with plain
food, conftitute a large fhare of their real ones. In upper India,
the cconomy of Karawan Scrah,* or as it is ufually called the
Serauce, is conducted by better regulations, and its conveniencies
more fenfible felt, than in the fouthern parts of India. An in-
clofed area, the interior fides of which contain fmall apartments,
fronting inwards with a principal gate-way, is appropriated in
every village of note, to the ufe of travellers.4+ The ftationary
tenants of the ferauce,} many of them women, and fome of them
very pretty, approach the traveller on his entrance, and in al-
luring language defcribe to him the various excellencics of their
feveral lodgings, When the choice is made, (which is often per-
plexing, fo many are the inducements thrown out on all fides of
him) a bed § is laid out for his repofe—a fmoaking pipe is brought,
and the utenfils cleaned, for preparing his repaft. The neceflary

& Keravanferah is a Perfee and Arabic compound of Kar, fignifying bufinefs, rewan
the participle of the verb rufteen, to go, move, proceed, &c. and of ferab, an habita-
tion. The Tucktravan, a vehicle ufed by travellers in many parts of Afia, is compofed
of the words, tuckt, a feat, or board, and the aforementioned participle. I have ven-
tured to infert thefe etymologies for the ufe of thofe who are not converfant in the
Perfian Language.

+ Shere Shah, who drove Humaim from the throne of Delhi, in 1542, is faid to
have been the firt Mahomctan who eftablithed Karavanferahs in India. ‘This fadt,
alfo recorded in Dow’s hiftory, is wel! known amongft the natives.—Shere Shah buile
the fort of Rhotas, and the maufoleum of Safferam.

$ The ferauces at this day are ufually given in rent.

§ This piece of furniture, of very fimple conftruion, has low feet, with the fides
and ends formed of bau,boo or common rough wood, and the bottom of laced cords.

fum
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fum is delivered into the hands generally of a girl, who procures
the materials, and drefles his meal in 2 moft expeditious manner.
For two domeftics and myfelf, the horfe and his keeper, the whole
of my dayly expenditure amounted to a fum, which as you will
not credit, I will not venture to note; and on days when I was in-
clined to feaft, the addition of two or three pence procured a fump-
tuous fare, with the accompanyment of a fauce, which an alderman
over his callipath might figh for.

Adieu, my dear Sir,
I am Your’s, &c. &c.

K2 LET-
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LETTER V.,

Zo I. D. F. Lucknow, 1 Fanuary, 1783,
MY DEAR SIR,

MY laft letter to you written-from Allaha-
bad, contained fome defcription of that place, with a farrago of
defultory remarks arifing from the moment, and hattily thrown
together ; but fhould the perufal have given a little amufement or
information, I will contentedly facrifice any claims to genius or
method.—The following gives the detail of my journey from Alla-
habad to Lucknow, and though containing no matter of any
fubftance, may afford you half an hour’s relaxation.

On the zoth of December,—after attending at the funeral
ccremony performed in commemoration of Huflin and Huffein, or
rather of the latter, I left Allahabad, and went no farther that day
than Beghum* Serauce, a ftation of three coffes.4 I will curforily

* Beghum is the feminine gender of Begh, as Khanum is that of Khan, both titles
of Tartar extraltion : the latter has been often adopted by the female branches of the
imperial family of Timur.

+ Two Britith miles may be given to the average meafuremer. of a cofs.

embrace
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embrace this occafion of informing you, that Huflin and Huffein,
were the fons of Ali, the fon-in-law and nephew of the Arabian
prophet. During the war which the firft Mahomet maintained
againft the Infidels, (fo the profefor of the new faith denominated
thofe of a different creed), Huffin was poifoned, and Huflein was
flain in battle. They confequently became martyrs ;—and the
tomb of Huflein, which was ereted in the vicinity of Bagdat, is
held by the Sheahs* in the fame degree of veneration, with that of
their prophet, by the other Mahometan fetaries.

On the 21ft, eat my breakfaft and fmoaked my pipe at Tutty-
pour, or the place of vitory. On enquiry why a village fo mean
and fmall, had been diftinguifhed by fo great a name, I was told,
that in former times, fome fignal vi¢tory had been obtained there;
but my intelligencer knew nothing of the parties concerned.—In
the evening, having this day travelled fix coffes, I halted at Alum
Chund, the north-weft limit of the Allahabad diftritts. The coun-
try had a barren and defolate afpect ; the caufe of which was af-
cribed to the rapacity of a former renter. On entering the fe-
rauce, I found the hofts with their fpoufes, bufily occupied in the
celebration of a marriage. Whether it was owing to the rare oc-
currence of this fpecies of ceremony, (for they are a people as void
of reftraint or form as any under the fun) or whether previous
difficulties had till now obftructed the union, I will not pretend

® The Mahometans of the feét of Ali, are fo called.
to
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to determine ; but the joy and merriment which circulated in their
affembly, could not be furpaffed. The men were collefted in a
body, drinking arrack, and beating a tom-tom ;* and the women,
in a feparate cotere, were chewing betle, and {peaking very loud
and quick. Though this jubilee had engroffed a great fhare of
their attention, they gave me a good fupper, and a comfortable
lodging.

On the 22d,—1I arrived at the Kurrah Manickpour, —cight
coffes and an half. In my way, I halted during the heat of the day
at the ferauce of Shahzadpour, which together with the town, is
faid to have been built by the Shaiftah Khan,* mentioned in my laft
letter. This nobleman, according to Bernier, was highly celebrated
for his eloquence, and elegant ftyle of writing, which it is thought
contributed to promote the early fuccefs of Aurungzebe. The fe«
rauce of Shahzadpour, built chiefly of brick and mortar, has fpa-
cious and commodious apartnients, but from want of repair, one
angle of it has fallen into ruins. It is ferioufly to be lamented,
that edifices founded on principles of fuch public fpirit, or motives
equally beneficial to the ftate, and whofe ufes are fo univerfally felt,
fhould be fuffered to moulder into decay. It would feem, that
when the larger ferauces were firft founded, certains portions of land,
or other eftablithed funds, were fet apart for keeping them in

® A fmall drum,
+ He was the maternal uncle of Aurungzebe,

neceflary
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neceflary order : but fuch has been the diftracted ftate of Hindoftan
for thefe later periods, and fuch the oppreffions, or perhaps po-
verty of its rulers, that thefe grants have cither been refumed, or
diverted into other channels. In ftigmatizing any fpecific clafs of
men, I believe I have committed an error ; for on a more difpaffi-
onate view, a large fhare of cenfure falls on the people at large. In
India, oftentation, felf-love, vanity, or whatever term may be beft
fitted to the paffion whofe effets I mean to defcribe, has ufurped
as powerful a fway over the minds of the people, as in any circle
of the globe; and it is exemplified in various fhapes, but in none
more than in the foundation of public works. On obferving once,
a Hindoo of fome diftinétion fuperintending the conftrution of
a place of worthip, I afked Mim why, in a country famed for its
charitable benefactions, fo many old edifices allotted to the pur-
pofes of religion and hofpitality were permitted to fall to the
ground, which, had they been repaired, large fums of money would
have been faved, and many a valuable monument of antiquity ref-
cued from oblivion. He candidly told me, that were he to expend
his whole eftate on repairs, the work would ftill retain the name
of its original founder ; but by the ereftion of a new one, it would
be tranfmitted to pofterity in his own. By this regifter of fame,
it fhouid feem that the entire credit of conftrutting a pagoda,
pond, or ferauce, will be given to him who firft raifed the fabric,
and no account taken of the occafional embellither of fuch ftruc-
tures, — This digreffion hath prevented me from fooner informing

you,
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you, that to-day I loft my road; inftead of fimply going to Ma-
nickpour, my place of detination, I went to Kurrah Manickpour,
where I pafled a very unpleafant night. The air was intenfely
cold, and my fervants who purfued the right road, carried with
them my baggage and my purfe. The good woman at the ferauce,
old, though very altive, kindly provided a fupper at the rifk of not
being paid, for I had advifed her of the mifcarriage ; but fhe could
procure no fuccedaneum for a quilt, fo that I was kept thiveringly
awake the whole night.

Apjo1NING to the village of Kurrah Manickpour, on a hill, are
the remains of a confiderable fort. Amongft the ruins I obferved
fome mutilated fragments of Hindoo fculpture, of the fame ftyle
as that feen on a curious monument of ancient date in the neigh-
bourhood of Benares. Feftoons of flowers are fculptured on this
monument, which for the fimple elegancy of the defign and tafte,
as well as the exact nicety of the execution, may, in my opinion,
vie with the works of European mafters. The Hindoos of this
day have a flender knowledge of the rules of proportion, and none
of perfpeftive. They are juft imitators, and corre® workmen ;
but they poffefs merely the glimmerings of genius.*

On the 23d, crofled the Ganges at Gootree, two-miles below

® This obfervation is verified at a village oppofite the city of Benzres, at the gar-
dens of Ramnagur, where Cheyt Sing has ereted a large range of oftty buildings, in
fome of which ftone figures are placed, of very aukward dimenfions and dull expreffion.

Kurrah
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Kurrah Manickpour, and arrived at Muftaphabad, a ftage of nine
coffes. Almas Ali Khan is the manager or renter of a large tract
of country lying on the fouth of the Ganges, which appears in a
lefs defolate ftate than any other part of the Vizier's dominions
which I have ften. From the ruins of Kurrah fort, the Ganges
is feen winding beautifully round the bottom of the hill, and on
the northern fhore, immediately oppofite, ftands the village of
Manickpour. I found my fervants at Muftaphabad, to whom I
referred the hofpitable hoftefs, who had been obliged to accompany
me fo far, for payment of the laft night’s fcore.

ON the 24th,—at Barcily, a fortified town, 12 coflcs. The
country from the lat ftation is much covered with jungle,* and
where the profpet opened, but little cultivation appeared, except
in the diftri€ts of Almas, which are but comparatively well con-
ditioned. I have feen only a land of defolation, exhibiting the
fcattered veftiges of former profperity.

O the 25th,—at Doolindy, 8 coffes. 'The principal town of
a diftrict, rented by one of the Viziers favorite Hindoos, who has
laid out a large garden at this place, in which are two neat fum-
mer houfes.

ON the 26,—at Safeindy, 10 coffes. There is little clfe to note
than the wild appearance of a barren country ; the reverfe of what
I expeéted to fee in the vicinity of a capital city.

& Allforeft wood in India, is termed junghr, |
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Ox the 27th,—at Lucknow, 8 coffes. I took a lodging in
the Affroff ferauce; and to prevent as much as poffible the rifk of
difcovery, I difcharged all my fervants, except one, on whom I
could place a reafonable confidence.

Luckyow is a large and populous city, but wholly inelegant
and irrcgular. The ftreets are narrow, uneven, and almoft choak-
ed up with every fpecies of filth. The Goomty, running on the
north fide of the town, is navigable for boats of a common fize at
all fealons of the year, and falls into the Ganges between Benares
and Ghazepour. A line of boats, extended acrofs the river, forms
a convenient communication with a large fuburb. Shujah-ul-
Dowlah made Fyzeabad, or Oude, the capital of his dominion ;
but his fon, fetting afide that, with many other of his father’s ar-
rangements, has fixed his refidence at Lucknow.

Perceiving that fome of my neighbours began to make in~
quifitive remarks, I went acrofs the water, and procured a retired
and commodious apartment in the Huffen Gunge ferauce, Ha-
ving fome bufinefs to tranfalt at Lucknow, previoufly to my
journey to Europe, I left my fervants at the ferauce, on pretence
of vifiting the Englifh camp, the general rendezvous of idle ftran-
gers, and went to the city.  Being defirous of feeing & gentleman,
who I underftood was ftationed there, I approached the door of
an officer’s quarter, and defired the fervants to acquaint their maf-
ter, that a Moghul merchant, of whom there are many at Luck-
now, requefted permiffion to fee him. Though the entreaty was

urged
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urged in the fofteft and moft purfuafive tone within the compafs
of my fpeech, they flatly and roughly rejeted it, faying that their
mafter was eating his breakfaft. Anxious to obtain the wanted
information, I tried another door which feemed lefs clofely guard-
ed, but there alfo my prayer was prefered in vain; and having
nothing in my pocket to ftrengthen the argument, I was obliged
to retire ; though the day was extremely hot, and the diftance to
my lodging was at leaft four miles. ‘This occurence, however pro-
duétive of temporary inconvenience, gave me a fatisfattory proof
of the efficacy of my difguife, and the fluency of my Mahometan
language. Many, I dare fay, are the unfortunate plaintiffs inour
Indian world, who unable to purchafc a paffage through the gates
of the great, are thruft away by their rude and rapacious do-
meftics.— In returning, I faw another European houfe, into which,
by a fortunate change in the mode of application, I procured ad-
mittance : for on informing the door-keeper that my attendance
had been required, I was immediately conduéted to his mafter, who
received me in the kindeft manner, and on many future occafions
fhewed me marks of his friendthip. — During my ftay at Lucknow
I lodged at the ferauce, and though I remained there twenty days,
in which time I made many vifits to the Englifh gentlemen, no
one feemed to regard me with fufpicion. My landlady at firft ex-
prefled a ftrong defire of knowing the caufe of my frequent
excurfions; but not recciving a fatisfattory account, fhe con-
cluded that I had formed fome femals intimacy. As this con-

L2 jeture
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jeCture was favourable to my plan, I encouraged it in the mind
of the good woman, who gave herfelf infinite credit for the dif-

covery.
I am, Dear Sir,
Your’s, &c. &c.

LET-
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LETTER VL

Lucknow, January 16th, 1783.
MY DEAR SIR,

BEF ORE 1 leave the territories of Affoff-
ud-Dowlah, or, as he is often entitled from the rank he holds, the
Vizier of the Empire, I will throw together for your perufal fome
brief remarks on the Oude government.

TH1s country is bounded-on the north, by parts of Napaul and
Siranagur ; on the eaft, by the.Englith pofleffions ; on the fouth,
by the Jumna ; and on the weft, generally by the Doab, and the
Ganges. The Oude territories, generally flat and fertile, are
watered by the Ganges, Jumna, Gograh, Goomty, and Gunduck,
exclufive of many rivulets. Thefe rivers flow through moft of
the principal towns, and interfet a large fpace of the country;
moft of them being navigable for boats, in all feafons of the year.
—Taue. Englith armies may be plentifully fupplied with provifiors
and ammunition, ni the event of executing any militai'y operation
in that quarter. Thefe rivers alfo prefent ftrong barriers againft
the Mahrattah, Seick, or Moghul cavalry. The Vizier’s provinces,
which yield, it is faid, at this period, a revenue of about two mil-

lions
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liohs ferling, have greatly decreafed in produce fince the death of
Shujzh-ud-Dowlah. It would be prefumptuous in me to. attempt an
explanation of furh decreafe. It was fufficiently mortifying, to
obferve the common cffcts of a deftructive adminittration. The
inhabitants fay, hat the population of the country is diminifhed,
and that thc commerce, which in former periods was important
and extenfive, has fallen to decay. Thefe evils which have con-
tributed to the ruin of the moft powe:ful ftates, and are now
precipitating the ruin of Oude, can only be eradicated by the ftre-
nuous exertions of a juft and wife governor : a charaéter devoutly
to be wifhed for in Oude. It appears, that a large portion of the
amoutit now paid by Affoff-ud-Dowlah into the Company’s trea-
fury at Lucknow, is tranfported from thence in fpecic to relieve
the neceffities of Bengal, now urgent in the extreme. Much of
the wealth alfo, which has been accumulated by the fervants of
the Company refiding in this country, has been conveyed in a fimilar
mode ; and the mifchief gathers ftrength from the tenor of our pre-
fent conneétion with Affoff-ud-Dowlah. The channels of commerce
operate too tardily for meafures which require difpatch, and em-
brace only the object of the day. If treafure can be procured, no fe-
condary aids are called in ; no fuccedancum is fearched for. Thefe
drains, unfupplied by any native fource, muft foon exhauft the
vigour of a country, where in addition to the grievance, commerce
is loaded with monopoly, and influenced by the hand of power.
The demand for bills on Bengal, which has been prefling and con-

tinued,
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tinued, gave them often a value of feventeen and an half per cent,
on the Lucknow amount; a profit which enabled the bankers to
export the value in filver.*—The refumption of the Jaguir, or
alicnated lands, has not been productive of the promifed benefits.
The officers who enjoyed thofe benefactions, were many of them
men of expenfive manners; they promoted the confumption of
valuable manufactures, and poflefling rank and diftinction, they
maintained a numerous body of dependants. Whether from a
fucceflion of oppreffive managers, or that the inhabitants do not
experience the fruits of former Liberality, it is evidently feen, that
the refumed diftriéts are ill cultivated, and thinly inhabited,
LiTTLE remains to be faid of the Vizier's military eftablifh-
ment ; it being only ufeful in affilting the collection of the revenue,
enforcing the obedience of the lefler vaffals, or furnifhing a guard
for his perfon. The defence of the country wholly refts on the
forces of the Englifh, which are fupplied according to emergency.
The troops at this time, amount to about eight thoufand fepoys,
and five hundred Europeans, with the requifite train of artillery.
The treafury of Afloff-ud-Dowlah is now low, but it is faid, that
he has nearly paid off the refidue of a large debt, which had been
accumulating fince the period of his father’s death, It is to be
fincerely wifhed, that the meafures purfued in future, may redrefs

® A flow of commerce, which now more diffufely conveys the manufaures of this
country to Bengal, has reduced this premium to four per cent,

the
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the grievances of this country; which though of fuch extenfive
compafs, and poflefling fo valuable a refource, bears the afpeét of
rapid decay: and though its pofition, and native weaknefs, might
render the alliance profitable to the Englifh, no folid benefits have
hitherto arifen from our connettion with Oude.

1 am, Dear Sir,
Yours, &c. &c.

LET-
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LETTER VIL

Furruckabad, fanuary 26¢h, 1783,
MY DEAR SIR,

I NOW beg to prefent you with a fketch of
amy route to Furruckabad, where I purpofe refting two or three
days with my countrymen, whom I fhall not probably fee again
until my arrival in Europe.

On the 18th at noon, I left my hoftefs's quarters at Lucknow,
and after a warm and dufty ride of feven coffes, halted at the village
of Nowill Gunge. The next day I arrived at Meahgunge, a ftage
alfo of feven coffes, and was much rejoiced to find that my little
fteed continued to poffefs high health and viger. He is endowed,
I fear, with a too great predominance of the latter quality, and
that in its worft fenfe; for if I am to judge from his carnal han-
kerings, and ftrong neighings of love to every mare he fees, it
would too plainly appear that his life has not been of the chafteft
kind. But as it is faid, and in holy writ I believe, * that
there is no wifdom under the girdle,” meaning, evidently, the
girdles of the lords and ladics of the creation, we may furely

Vor. I, M excufe
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excufe the wanderings and frailties of a poor horfe, whofe paf-
fions receive no check from conftitutional modefty, or virtuous
example.

Meancunae, if I am informed right, was founded by Almas,
~ and feems to be a thriving and populous village. From the
various intelligence which I have procured, it is evident that
the renter here is ative, induftrious, and regular. The inha.
bitants fay, that his rigour in colle®ting the revenue is, in a
certain degree, qualified by a fteady obfervance of his contraéts.—I
pafled this evening in the company of a Patan, who was returning
to his home from Lucknow, where he had expended the greateft
part of his eftate in the fociety of the ladies, and in the pleafures
of arrack ; but in the laft he very copioufly indulged. In the
courfe of two hours and a half, I beheld him with amazement
empty two bottles of a fpirit fo harfh and fiery, that the like dofe
. muft have turned the head of an elephant. The Patan made an
apology for this exceflive potation, by obferving, that it removed
from his mind every fenfation of forrow and melanchoty,—paf-
fions, which, he faid greatly annoyed him in his cooler mo-
ments. ' This jovial Mahometan was attended by an old mufi-
cian, marvelloufly ill apparelled, and deficient in the larger por-
tion of his tecth, who during the interludes of his mafter’s amu’e-
ment, ftrummed on a miferable guitar, which he accompanied
with fome of Hafez's odes ; but uttered in a voice that would
have ftruck difmay into the fierceft beaft that ranges the forett.

At
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~At this gunge, a fervant whom I hired at Lucknow, and my
only attendant, carried off, in the night, my matchlock and a
curious dagger.

On the 20th, at Banghur Mow — 10 coffes— a large village in
the diftrit of Almas.—Here the Patan having drunk out all the
fubftance of his purfe, fold a piece of family tin-plate ; the pro-
duce of which raifed the fum of three rupees. He took that even-
ing an extraordinary draught of his favourite fpirit; and, that his
pleafures might have no alloy, he called in a good-natured girl, who
for one half-rupee difplayed to the Patan a more ample fund of
dalliance and allurement, than could be purchafed by us for twerity
at Lucknow.——He exprefled a fovereign contempt for Almas,* who
he faid being precluded from the pleafures of the fex, difliked and
difcouraged them. Many of Almas’s wounded fepoys were brought
into the ferauce from a fort in the woods, which had been reduced
by him after a fiege of fix weeks. Thefe men were fhockingly man-
gled.—Some had balls lodged in their bodies, others were fcorched
by a combuftible matter thrown on them during the attack.—Being
pofieffed of a few medical materials, I applied dreflings to fuch cafes
as could likely receive any benefit from the affiftance ; and I was
pleafed to obferve the fuccefsful effets of fome of the applications.
The want of chirurgical help is an evil which affeéts, in a gricvous
manner, the native military fervice of Hindoftan, efpecially fince

# He is a eunueh,
M2 the



Y FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

the ufe of fire-arms has become fo prevalent ; and it will be no exag-
eration’ to fay, that a greater number of the country troops
are deftroyed by the effects of wounds, than flain in immediate
ation.

ArTER @ long journey of 14 coffes, in which I croffed the
Ganges, and had nearly cxhaufted the ftrength of my horfe, I
arrived on the 21ft at the ancient city of Kinnouge, fituate on the
Callinuady, a fmall river that falls into the Ganges, about twenty
miles below Furruckabad. Kinnouge, before the period of the
Mahometan conqueft, ranked amongft the moft populous and
opulent cities- of Hindoftan. It is mentioned in teftimony. of its
grandeur, that Kinnouge contained thirty thoufand fthops for the
fale of betle, and afforded employment for fix thoufand female
dancers, and muficians.— A vaft mafs of ruins interfperfed through
a widefpace, marks the ancient extent and grandeur of Kinnouge
though few diftinct veftiges now exift, except fome parts of a
ftone temple cre€ted in ancient times to the honor of Setah, the
wife of Ram, which has been exoreifed by fome zealous Maho-
metan, and converted into a place of worfhip. The prefent race
of Indian Mahometans not being fervent in the caufe of religion,
or being rather fupinely regardlefs of it, (many of them holding
the memory of Mahomet in as little reverenceas they would that of
Thomas-a-Becket, had they ever heard of him) the mofque is
now defiled and abandoned. In feveral cavities which the rain has
formed, I obferved parts of brick wall, funk twenty feet at leaft

beneath
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beneath the level of the town; and the inhabitants fay, that in
digging into the foundation, fmall pieces of gold and filver are
often difcovered. They alfo fay, that Kinnouge was once de-
ftroyed by an inundation; but as few Hindoo records are di-
vefted of mythological ftory, flender ufes only can be derived
from them. The Mahrattas “plundered this city, and laid wafte
the adjacent country, previoufly to the battle of Panifrett.*
After this important event, which gave a ftrength and perma.
nency to the Mahometan power in Upper India, Ahmed Khan
Bungifh, the chief of Furruckabad, took pofleflion of the dif-
trits of Kinnouge, which during his adminiftration, began to
emerge from the ruin in which it had been long involved,
and affumed fymptoms of a recovery which are now wholly
effaced. -

ARRIVED on the é3d at Khodah Gunge,—nine cofles,—a
village in the territory of Muzzuffer Jung, the adopted fon of
Ahmed Khan : but no more like the father,—excufe the phrafe,—
than « I am like Hercules.”—This young man, averfe to, or in-
capable of bufinefs, is a tributary of Aflof-ud-Dowlah, who by
the high fine he has impofed on Furruckabad, may be faid to
govern it himfelf.

ON the 24th,—at Furruckabad—nine coffes.— Finding the
pleafures of my Patan friend grow expenfive, and very noify, T

# It was fought in February, 1761,
took
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took an eafy leave of him, and flipped wnperceived into the
Englifh artillery camp, where I am treated, as I have been in
all parts of this hofpitable country, with every mark of kind-
nefs.

I am, my Dear Sir,
Yours, &c. &c.

LET-
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LETTER VIIL

Rampore, February 5tb, 1783,
MY DEAR SIR,

TH E defire on every occafion of teftifing
the fenfe I entertain of your friendfhip, prompts me to give you
the relation of my route from Furruckabad to Rampore.

Tue progrefs of the firft day, the 29th January, 1783, which
was a long one,—not lefs than eighteen coffes,—~brought me and
my horfe, both greatly jaded, to Kytterah ; a large village on the
weft fide of the Ganges.

Tue next day at Allahapour,—nine coffes.—This place not be-
ing a common ftage, nor containing a ferauce, my accommo-
dations were flender, and thofe extorted by the force of hold
language, and a few extra pence. At Allahapour there is only
one houfe of entertainment, and that for the article of eating
only ; —you may flecep where you can. After fupper, I pro-
pofed to the landlady with every token of decorum, that we
fhould lodge that night under the fame roof. The dame mif-
conftruing the purpofe of my requeft, and fired with indigna-

tion
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tion at the idea of its indecency, poured on me a torrent of re-
proach. In the exercift of the tongue a female of Hindoftan
hath few equals; and if fhe hath ever followed a camp, I would
pronounce her invincible on any ground in Europe. An Englith
woman, educated at our moft noted feminaries, and fkilled in all -
the various compafs of debate, will, perhaps, on fome interefting
occafion, maintain the conteft for an hour, which then terminates
in blows and v.€tory. But an Indian dame, improved by a few
campaigns, has been known to wage a colloquial war, without in-
troducing one manual effort, for the pace of three fucceflive days ;
fleeping and eating at rcafonable intcivals.*  There is a fertility of
imagination, a power of expreflion, inherent in the mind, and vo-
¢al ability, of an Afiatic, particularly a female one, which cannot
be engendered in the cold head of an European : and therc is an
extent of language alfo peculiar to the Eaft, which the limits of
Weftern fpecch do not contain, — Let me not forget the ftory of
my landlady whofe words, fhrill and picrcing, yet feem to vibrate
in my ear.— With every fymptom of a virulent female pride, and
the femblance of outrageous wirtue, fhe declared that I fhould not
fleep under her roof,—I might, if I liked, place my bed on the
out-fide of the doer.— Finding the night growing cold, and not
being imprefled with fentiments of refpect for mine hoftefs, whofe

# Such prolonged engagements are diftinguithed by the pamcular term of « bauffy
Lerhay,” ot the ftale war.

perfon
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perfon had nothing lovely in it, I planted my bed fomewhat rudely
in the midft of her apartment, telling her, {he might difpofe of
herfelf as fhe deemed moft fitting, but that my dcportment would
be chafte, and confiftent with the rules of honor, though appear-
ances might be unfavourable. The good woman perceiving my
inattention to her clamorous reprefentation, was glad to compound
the matter, and take a fmall pecuniary compenfation, for the in-
jury her character might fuffer.

On the next day I went to Badam, a ftation of eight coffes.—
Badam is faid to have been founded four hundred years ago, by one
of the Seljukian kings; and from a magnificent extenfive city, is
now funk into a fmall mouldering town. The ruins of the fort
fill ferve to exhibit a mortifying picture of former grandeur ; but
fuch is the reverfe of its condition, that the howling wolf, and
the fcreeching owl, now become its only tenants, have fupplanted
the gay damfel, and the care foothing minftrel. Then, my friend,
ere thy youthful blood ceafes to run lightly through its now elaf.
tic channels,—ere thy mind refufes longer to receive the glowing
tints of fancy’s pencil, — feize the fair pleafures of the hour,
and following the precepts of our Hafez, leave the reft to fate!
—1 paffed this evening in the company of the fair, (though the
epithet may not literally apply to our Indian ladies), who, for
a moderate offering, fung, laughed, and danced around me until
mid-night.

On the ift of February, after a tedious journey of fourteen

Vor. I. N cofles,
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coffes, leading through a lonely unhofpitable country, I arrived at
Owlah.—Of the few fellow-travellers purfuing the the fame track,
two wolves, a fox, and two hares, compofed the greater number.
The fhrubs and high grafs had fo concealed the path, that I was
completely bewildered, and had loft my way, when a fmall village
on an eminence attrafted my notice, and held out the profpe&t of
relief : but fuch is the inftability of fublunary pleafure, that this
promifing mark proved a falfe beacon. ‘The hamlet was unroofed,
and its inhabitants had fought a more friendly land. Then, in the
bitternefs of my heart, I gave up Shujah-ud-Dowlah to as many
devils as chofe: to take him, and was about configning the Englith
to the fame crew, for having expelled from a country which they
had made populous and opulent, the extenfive tribe of Rohillas.
How infatiable, cruel, and how deftructive, even of its own pur-
pofes, appears ambition, when placed in this light. It prompted
a prince, already poflefled of an ample fair territory, to feize,
with barely the colour of pretence, the domain of his neighbours,
who by a falutary fyftem of government, had enriched their coun-
try, and had made their names refpetted. The conqueror, by the
fortune of war, fubjets into a province this flourithing territory,
which is foon converted into defolate plains, and deferted villages.
This is not, I truft, the language of exaggeration, or the colouring
of fancy. It is a fimple, grievous truth, forcing itfelf on the
notice of the moft curfory obferver.—The town of Owlah, once
crowded with inhabitants, and adorned with mofques and fpacious

buildings,
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buildings, is now verging to ruin, and many of its ftreets are
choaked upr with fallen habitations.

Ox the 2d of February, at Shahabad,—fourteen coffes,—a large
village in the diftricts of Fyze-ullah-Khan, The whole of this
chief’s country evinces the beneficial effefts arifing from the en-
couragement of hufbandry, and the aid of an active government.
Populous villages, fkirted by extenfive fields of corn, are feen on
all fides; and the haughty independent fpirit which invariably
pervades every clafs of the people, mark their abhorrence of de-
fpotifm. Many of the Rohillas, who had been driven from the
country after the death of Hafiz Rhamut, have fettled in this
quarter.

Ox the 3d, at Rampour,—fourteen coffes. Fyze-ullah-Khan,
refides in this town, which the general refort of his civil and
military officers, has now made populous, and wealthy.

I am, Dear Sir,
Your’s, &c. &c.

[ The following hiftory of the Rohillas, and Shujah-ud-Dowlah, compiled fince
the date of the letters, is founded on fundry original documents, and various local
information, obtained during my refidence in the northern parts of India, and has
been introduced in this place, though interrupting the feries of the letters, teo
bring iato one view, a body of relative faéls. ]
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HISTORY

OF THE

R OHILTUL A S!

It appears, that about the year 1720, Bifh-
arut Khan, and Daoud Khan, of the tribe of Rohillas, accom-
panied by a fmall number of their needy and adventurous country-
men came into Hindoftan in queft of military fervice. They were
firft entertained by a Madar Saha, the Hindoo chief of Scrouly,{-
who, by robbery and predatory excurfions, maintained a large party
of banditti. In the plunder of an adjacent village, Daoud Khan

® This appellation, I have been informed, is derived from Reb, a word in the
Afghan language fignifying a hill or mountain ; and is the name alfo of a certain trac
of territory, the native country of the Rohillas, fituated between Pethour and Cabul.
+ A fmall town in the north-weft quarter of Rohilcund.

captured
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captured a youth of the Jatt fet,* whom he adopted, and brought
up in the Mahometan faith, by the name of Ali Mahomet ; and
though he had. children barn to him in marriage, Daoud Khan
diftinguifhed this boy by pre-eminent marks of parental affection.
Madar Saha affigned to the body of Rohillas, which foon increafed,
certain lands+4 for their maintenance. Goolareah and fome other
villages, were given to Bifharut Khan; and Daoud Khan ob-
tained Burneah and Beouly.}

Whairst the Rohillas were yet in this limited ftate, Shah Alum
Khan, an Afghan Mollah, § vifited his countrymen in India; and
it is faid that he had particular claims of friendfhip on Daoud
Khan, being cither the adoptive father of that chief, or having
afforded him in his youth the means of fubfiftence. In whatever
relation the Mollah ftood to Daoud Khan, it is allowed that he
was hofpitably treated at Beouly; and on returning to Afghan-
iftan, was furnifhed with a fum of monay for defraying the expences
of hisjourney. Shah Alum came a fecond time to Kuthair, || where

® This fe&, a numerous and powerful one in the northern parts of India, is claffed
in the fourth, or.Saoder, tribe of the: Hindocs.

+ The Rohilla officers who flood next in authority to thale chiefs, were Caim
Kban, Shadie Khan, Permaul Khan, Sultan Kban, and Azum Khan Dhunghiah.

t Vilhges fituated in the diftri@s of Sullaulee, a divifion of Rohilcund, which lies
40 computed miles to the weftward of Bareily.~=See Rennel’s map.

§ Mollah is an appellation given to thole who are fkilled in the religious do&rine
and laws of Mahomet.

I The original name of a part of Rohilcund, previoufly to the period of the Rohilla
ccnqueft, and #ill adopted in the public regifters of the coudtry,

he
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he again experienced the generofity of Daoud Khan ; but on going
back to his country, he was killed, and his effets were plundered. It
has been faid, that this affaflination was committed at the inftigation
of Daoud Khan, in revenge of fome haughty expreflions of the
Mollah to that chief. I have been wholly prompted to make this
mention of Alum Khan, from his being the father of Hafiz
Rhamut, who in latter times became fo confpicuous and unfor-
tunate,

Tue Rohillas, quarrelling with Madar Saha, retired from his
country, and affociating themfelves with Chand Khan, the chief
of Bareily,* they jointly entered into the fervice of Azmuth Khan,
the Governor of Moradabad.+ They did not remain long at-
tached to this officer, but moving towards the northern mountains
they made incurfions into the territory of the Rajah of Cum-
maioun. Chand Khan had previoufly refufed to proceed on this
expedition with the Rohillas, who after various fuccefs, were
wholly worfted. The Rohillas had penetrated into the interior
country, but being furrounded on all fides by the mountaineers,
who cut off their fupply of provifion, they were compelled to fub-
mit to difgraceful terms of releafement. The perfons of Daoud

® Barcily, a fpacious well built town, in the centre of Rohilcund. —See Rennel’s
map.

+ A town formerly of great note, fituate in the northern part of Rohilcund, —See
Rennel’s map.

t A fpacious tra® of mountainous country, fubjeét to a Hindoo Chief; and for-
ming the north-eaft boundary of Rohilcund.

Khan,
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Khan, and Ali Mahomet, were delivered to the Rajah, who put
the former to death; and the like fate would have awaited the fon,
had he not made his efcape. The Rohillas fay, that Daoud Khan
was not furrendered to the chief of Cummaioun, but flain by a
party of mountaineers, who had attacked him by furprize. The
Rohilla party after this difafter withdrew to Beouly and Burneah,
where they had, antecedently to the Cummaioun expedition, lodged
their families; and in a fhort fpace of time it is feen, that they
feized on the diftri®ts of Madar Saha, their firft mafter, who fell
in one of the defultory altions that followed this invafion. Ali
Mahomet, after the death of Daoud Khan, had been declared chief *
of the party; nor did he, though then a youth, feem unworthy
of the charge. He was brave, enterprizing, and never failed to
improve the occafions of advancing his power and enlarging his
territory.—An eunuch who refided at Munounah,} and managed
the affairs of thofe omrahs of the court who held granted lands
in Kuthair, had incited Ali Mahomet, from fome motive of re-
fentment, to invade the poffeflions of the chief of Owlah ;
which were foon reduced by the Rohillas, and ultimately an.

® Mahomet Khan, the fon of Daoud Khan, either from being fuperfeded in his fa-
ther’s affeion by Ali Mahomet, or at the period of Daoud Khan's death, being exclu-
ded by ‘the Rohilla officers from the fucceflion, retired to Furruckabad, where he was
received into the Bunglith family. It is mentioned alfo in a manufcript which I have
feen, that at the time of his father’s death, Mahomet Khan was an infant, and that he
remained fome years in the family of Ali Mahomet.
+ A town in Rohilcund.
nexed
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nexed to their territory. Ali Mahomet found, which he had
fought for, a pretext to quarrel with the eunuch, whom he
engaged,* and flew in a pitched battle; the fuccefs of which,
invefted him with the eftates of the nobles, and a large booty.
Ali Mahomet, chiefly by the affiftance of the Vizier Kum-
mer ud Dein, not only made his peace at court, but obtained a
commiffion for colleting the revenue of the penfion lands, which
it is faid he punctually remitted.+

FroMm tliis period, may be dated the firft important eftablifh-
ment of the Rohilla power in Rohilcund : a name by which
they diftinguifhed the Kuthair diftricts, and their other territories
on the eaft fide of the Ganges. Azmut Ulla Khan} being removed
from the government of Moradabad, Hunund, an Hindoo officer
of note, was ordered to proceed to that place, and exterminate the
government of the Rohillas. It appears, that Omdut Ul-Mulck,§
a powerful omrah at the court of Mahomet Shah, advifed and
spromoted this meafure, in revenge of the death of the eunuch,
who had been his agent in the management of an extenfive Jaguir,

® The battle in which the eunuch was flain, happened in 1727.

+ An a& of fuch avowed rebellion, committed within almoft the precin@ts of the
court, marks an epocha of the decline of the Mogul Empire, and confpicuoufly fhews,
that the power and vigor which had rendered its arms invincible under Acbar, and
Aurungzebe, no longer exifted,

1 In fome papers recording Rohilla hiftory, it is mentioned, that Azmut Ullab was
forcibly deprived of his Government by Ali Mahomet.

§ This officer was alfo known by the name of Amir Khan,

Vor. L. 0 which
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which he held in the diftricts of Munounah and Owlah. The
forces of Hunund were encountered by the Rohillas under the
command of Ali Mahomet,* and wholly defeated. Hunund, to-
gether with his fon, fell in battle ; and the ditricts of Moradabad,
with thofe of Bareily, were feized on by Ali Mahomet.—About
this time Azim Khan Dungheah, a Rohilla who had been em--
ployed in the fervice of the zemindar of Peleabeat,f joined Ali
Mahomet ; whom it is faid he urged to invade the pofleffions of
his late mafter. ‘The Rohilla, who embraced with eagernefs every
opportunity of extending his conquefts, and acquiring plunder,
attacked the Hindoo, and dreve him from his refidence. After the
death of Hunund, it is mentioned, though without any accurate
detail of fatls, and a total omiffion of date, that Meer Munnoo, the
fon of the Vizier Kummer ud Dein, was fent into Rohilcund
with an army to compel Ali Mahomet toaccount for the Rohil-
cund revenue, and to reftore the artillery which had been attached
to the troops of Hunund., Ali Mahomet met Meer Munnoo
at a paffage of the Ganges near Daranaghur,} where an adjuft-
ment was effeCted ; and the daughter of the Rohilla, it is alfo faid
given to Meer Munnoo’s brother in marriage. No other dates are

® This event happened A. D. 1740, the year after Nadir Shah’s invafion of India.

+ A town in the north ealt quarter of Rohilcund, near the foot of a woody range
of hills.—Vide Rennel’s map.

3 A town on the bank of the Ganges, in the north welt quarter of Rohilcund.—=
See Rennel's map,

affixed
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affixed to the arrival of Hafiz, Rhamut Khan* in India, than that
he joined his countrymen during the adminiftration of Ali
Mahomet ; who being defirous of effacing any refentment that
he might harbour for the murder of Alum Khan, quickly ad-
vanced this chief to an important ftation. Dhoondy Khan, a
nephew of Alum Khan, who probably came to Rohilcund about
the fame period, was alfo much favored by Ali Mahomet. Atu-
ated more perhaps by the defire of conqueft, than retaliating
former difgrace, Ali Mahomet invaded Cummaioun, which he
over-run, and compelled the chief to take refuge in the Serinagur
country# He amaffed a large booty in this expedition, which
swas concluded by the exation of an annual tribute ; and Rohilla
troops were ftationed in the forts of Cdthipour and Rooderpour,
dependencics of Cummaioun, which he kept poffeflion of, to re-
cord, it is faid, the revenge that had been taken for the murder of
his father.

Ar1 Mahomet, who refided chiefly at Owlah, eftablithed
throughout his territory a permanent fyftem of government, which
though occafionally rigorous, afforded a general protettion to
the lower clafs of people. Surdar Khan, who had approved
himfelf in many ations a brave foldier, was appointed to the

¢ Hafiz Rhamut, fome documents fay, firft came ipto India in the charalter of 2

merchant.
4 An Hindoo territory, bounding Rohilcund on the north,

02 come



108 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

command of the army; and certain lands were granted him
for his maintenance. Futtah Khan,* with a comformable do-
nation, was crcated the public treafurer, and keeper of the houfe-
hold ftores. Peleabeat and Barcily were given to Hafiz Rha-
mut ; and Moradabad, to Dhoondy Khan. Ali Mahomet feems.
to have held the imperial authority at this period in a low de-
grec of cftimation, for he openly feized on fome valuable com-
modities, which the Governor of Bengal had difpatched, by the
road of Rohilcund, to court, for the ufe of the King. Setting
alfo at defiance the power of Sufdah Jung, the Subahdar of
Oude, he plundered a large quantity of valuable timber that had.
been cut down for his ufe in the northern parts of Rohil-
cund. Sufdar Jung, who had ever been inimical to the late
Conquerors of Kuthair, acquired a fufficient influence over Ma.
homet Shah,+ to induce that Prince to attack Ali Maho-
met. ‘The Rohillas were fecretly fupported by the Vizier Kum-
mer ud Dein, who, bore an inveterate hatred to the Subah-
dar of Oude; and who, in the ufage of the courtiers of that
day, ftrengthened his party by every powerful connection that he
could procure.

® Futtah Khan, originally a Hindoo, was adopted by Ali Mahomet. The ufage
of male adoption prevails even in Makometan families where there are many fons.

+ Sufdar Jung chiefly perfuaded Mahomet Shah to undertake this expedition, by a
ftipulation of paying one lack of rupees for every marching, and half a lack for evesy
halting day, of the Imperial army, until its arrival in Rohilcund,

Tus
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Tue King entered Rohilcund with a great force,* and with-
out coming to an engagement, poflefled himftlf of the open
country. Ali Mahomet, aware of his inability to refift the
King's army, and feeling perhaps a reluctance to face his Sove-
reign in the field, had retired into the woods of Banghur,+ the
fkirts of which were defended by a chain of forts that had been
ercéted by the Rohillas at a former period. Ali Mahomet main-
tained this poft for fome time, but having no hope of relief, and
being fcantily fupplied with provifions, he furrendered himfelf
into the hands of the King; and at the interceffion of Kummer
ud Dein, was pardoned.

Tue power of the Rohillas was now annihilated in Rohilcund,
and all their officers and principal people were removed to Dehli,
This remarkable event, which happened in the year 1745, fhews
that Ali Mahomet muft have been effentially aided by the diftract-
ed ftate of the empire, during the Perfian invafion, in the in-
creafe and eftablifthment of his dominion. It appears that he re-
mained about a year at Dehli, under the immediate protection of
the Vizier, when at that nobleman’s recommendation, he was ap-
pointed the military governor of Sirhend, and ordered to reduce the

# During the campaign of Mahomet Shah in Rohilcund, he gave to the Shote river
the name of Yaa Wuffadar, or faithful friend, from the great conveniences derived by
his army from this ftream, whofe waters are falubrious, and flow in a beautifully winding
courfe

4 Thefe woods lie between Owlah and Rampore.~=Vide Rennel’s map

former
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former chief of that place, who had thrown off his allegiance to
the empire. Previoufly to his proceeding on this fervice, Ali
Mahomet had been required to fend Abed-ullah and Fyze-ullah,
two of his fons, to Labore,* to be kept as hoftages for the good
condut of the father. The Rohilla, who on every occafion dif-
played the ability and pirit of a foldier, defeated the Sirhend rebel,
and reduced to his fubjection Kote Roy, one of the ftrongeft
fortrefles in the upper part of India, During the refidence of Ali
Mahomet at Sirhend, his party, which had been joined by a body
of two or three thoufand marauding Afghans, was computed at
ten thoufand cavalry, and fifteen or twenty thoufand infantry of
various denominations. The Rohilla did not take any part in the
Durany war ;4 but whilft the Moghul and Afghan armies were
approaching to action, he quitted the Punjab and retired tq, Hurd-
war, from whence he penetrated in 1747 into Rohilcund, which
he rapidly conquered. The two fons of Ali Mahomet, who had
been delivered as hoftages for his good condut, were taken by
Ahmed Shah, the Durany, in the fort of Sirhend ; where they had
been placed by Kummur ud Dein, previoully to the reduction of
that town by the Afghans. Ali Mahomet could not long have en-
joyed the fruits of his laft fuccefs ; for his death, according to the

& Meer Munnoo, the fon of the Vizier, wrs st that sime the Governor of Labore.
4 The ik invation of the Duraoy Abmed Shah,
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memoirs of that time, happened in the latter end of 1747,% at
Owlah.

PernaPs no foldier that has appeared in India, paffed through
more aftive and eventful fcenes of life, than Ali Mahomet. He
was born, and grew up it may be faid, amidft the din of arms.
He fell when a boy into the hands of Daoud Khan. An inceffant
feries of warfare occupied his manhood, and he died at the period
of finally fubdwing the territory, which he had before arduoufly
fought for, conquered, and had loft.— This chief bore the reputa-
tion of a liberal encourager of agriculture and commerce. He
was ftri¢t and rigorous in the exations which he levied from his”
fubjects ; but as he rarely infringed, he'never remitted a ftipulated
engagement. Owlah, his ufual place of refidence, and the princi-
pal town of Rohilcund, he ornamented with numerous public and
private edifices, which were conftructed and arranged with an order
and tafte feldom feen in Indian cities.

Saup Ullah Khan, the third fon} of Ali Mahomet, fucceeded
to the fupremacy of the Rohilla Dominion. In obedience to the
laft counfel of his father, who had recommended Hafiz Rhamut to
his young fucceffor,} as the moft capable of the Rohillas, Saud
Ullah appointed that officer his deputy in the management of pub-

¢ Or the beginning of 1748,
4+ The two elder were yet kept in confinement by the Durannies,
1 At his father’s death, Saud Ullah was about twelve years of age.

lic
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lic affairs. During the adminiftration of Saud Ullah, the Patans
of Furruckabad, commanded by their chief, Caim Khan Bung-
hifh, invaded Rohilcund. Confident of fuccefs, and prefuming
on the military reputation which he had acquired, the Patan pre.
cipitately quitted the body of his army, and advanced with a party
of his principal officers. A detachment of Rohillas in ambufcade
fired at Caim Khan as he paffed, and killed him, with fome other
perfons of his rctinue. The army, on the death of their leader,
fled, leaving the baggage and guns behind, which were captured
by the Rohillas, and eftimated at a great value. Saud Ullah, faid
at that time to be fourteen years of age, had accompanied the army
on this expedition,* Sufdar Jung ftill retaining a ftrong animofity
to the Rohillas, and defirous of improving the occafion of Saud
Ullah’s minority, formed a junétion with Mulhar Row, the chief
of a large body of Marhatta cavalry, and penetrated into Rohil-
cund. The Rohillas, unable to refift fo large a force, took fhelter
in the fkirts of the northern mountains, where they remained, until
fome revolutions at court caufed Sufdar Jung to move towards
Dehli. He carried with him the ftrength of his own, and the

’

¢ The invafion of Caim Khan happened in the latter end of 1749, It appears that
Mahomet Khan, the fon of Daoud Khan, who had taken refuge at Furruckabad, ac-
Companied Caim Khan on the expedition, and fell in the alion, In the courfe of the
fame year, an officer named Kuttib-ud-Dein, the fon or grand-fon of Azmut Ullah
Khan, was appointed by the court to the Government of Moradabad, and entered Ro-
hilcund with an army which was encountered and defeated by the Rohillas,

aux-
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auxiliary army,* ftationing in Rohilcund, a detachment for the
purpofe of maintaining pofleflions of the diftricts he had con-
quered : the Rohillas did not long continue in concealment, but
colle€ting their fcattered forces, they expelled the remaining troops
of Sufdar Jung.

It appears that about the year 1750, the two elder fons of Ali
Mahomet, having been enlarged by Admed Shah Dourany, came
into Rohilcund, and folicited a portion of the paternal eftate.
Their claims were fubmitted to the deliberation of the principal
Rohilla officers, among whom Hafiz took the lead, and it was re-
folved that the territory which had been perfonally pofiefled by Ali
Mahomet, fhould be divided amongft his fons.4 Violent difputes
foon arofe amongft the brothers, in the detail of which, little ac-
curacy is obferved by the writers of the tracts, that have come
into my poffeffion : nor would the relation, confifting of perplexed
fcenes of treachery and intrigue, tend to forward the general plan
of this treatife. It will be fufficient to fay, that the Rohilla chiefs,
aware of the difficulties that affected the late arrangement, and dif-
fatisfied at the conduct of Abed Ullah Khan, the eldeft of the bro-

® It is mentioned, that the Marhattas withdrew from Rohilcund, on receiving a
bond of fifty lacks of rupees from the Rohillas ; and it fhould feem, that they made
the non-payment of this bond an oftenfible caufe for invading Rohilcund, in the years

1772 and 1773.
+ Ali Mahomet had fix fons, Abed Ullah Khan, Fyze-Ullah Khan, Saud Ullah,

Mahomet Yar Khan, Allah Yar Khan, and Martaza Khan,

Vor. L. P thers,



114 FORSTER’S TRAVELS.

thers, united in force, and expelled him with fome other branches
of the family from Rohilcund. Fyze-Ullah Khan, the fecond fon
of Ali Mahomet, obtained, after the expulfion of Abed Ullah, the
diftriéts of Rampour ; which his prudent wary conduct has pre-
ferved to this day, though he has been involved in a feries of do-
meftic feuds, and was once invefted and reduced to cxtreme diftrefs
by a powerful army.* The diftritts which had been allotted to
Abed Ullah, for a fhort time confidered the ruling chief, were now
beftowed on Saud Ullah Khan : who again rofe to his former fu-
periority of ftation. Hafiz Ahmed, having acquired by his office,
military ability, and genius, and his extenfive influence in Rohil-
cund, gradually diminifhed, and at length wholly fuperfeded, the
authority of Saud Ullah, who affenting to the offer of a penfion,{
Hafiz was avowedly advanced to the fupreme adminiftration of af-
fairs. 'The caufe of this revolution is afcribed to the indolent and
diffipated genius of Saud Ullah, who, it was reprefented by the
party of Hafiz, would foon wafte the refources of the country,
and entail a difgrace on the nation. Without fearching into re-
moter motives, it may be direCtly imputed to the. ambition of
Hafiz, who no longer held in remembrance the hand that had
raifed him to honours, and had committed a fon to his proteétion ;
but rent without a fcruple every bond that confined his fchemes of

* The combined army of Englith and Shujah-ud-Doulah, in 1774.
t It is faid that the other chiefs contributed to this payment, which amounted to
cight lacks of rupees per annum,

grandeur.
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grandeur. Hafiz Rhamut had borne a part in the actions of his
countrymen in India; he had feen that no limits are affixed to
power, and that no duties, prefcribed for the guidance of men,
impede the ftrides of ambition. The death of Saud Ullah Khan,
which happened in 1761, at Owlah, contributed to fix the power
of Hafiz Rhamut, and relieved him from his proportioned pay-
ment of the fum, that had been affigned for the maintenance of
that chief.

Tne want of eftablifhed falts for defcribing in regular order
the Hiftory of the Rohillas, confined me to the ufe of fuch mate-
rials, as immediately mark their military progrefs, or lead to the
effential changes of their government. In my Rohilla papers it is
mentioned, that on Sufdar Jung’s death,* Ghaze.ud-Dein, the
Vizier of the Empire,{ joined by Ahmed Khan Bunguth,} march-
ed an army into Oude, and commenced hoflilities againft Shujah-
ud-Dowlah, who had refufed to make any pecuniary acknowledg-
ments to the court on the event of-his acceffion, or render an
account of the perfonal eftate of his father.§ Shujah-ud-Dowlali,
aware of his inability to refift this attack alone, folicited the aid
of the Rohilla ftates, who affenting to the requeft, came into Oude

® He died in the year 1754.

+ Ahmed Shah then fat on the throne of Delhi,

1 The Navaab of Furruckabad.

§ In Mahometan flates, the prince on the death of a fubje&, becomes the heir of
his property; which is often remitted to the family on the payment of a moderate fine,

P2 with
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with a Jarge force. The Rohilla chiefs ultimately effeted a cef-
fation of hoftility between the contending parties; and being
chofen to decide on the claims preferred by Ghaze-ud-Dein, it
was ftipulated, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah fhould appropriate certain
diftricts of the z..nual value of five lacks of rupees, to the ufe of
the Imperial farily. Nor was this engagement acceded to by
Ghaze-ud-Dein, until Saud Ullah Khan had agreed to become
fecurity for its performance.* —Saud Ullah Khan, in 1760, had
accompanied the Rohilla army to the relief of Najeb Khan, one of
the Rohilla chiefs, who was invefted by a body of Mahrattas at
Sookertal ; 4 and this appears to be the laft public att which Saud
Ullah performed.

THAT you may view more comprehenfively the fituation of the
Rohillas at the period of Saud Ullah’s death, it is neceffary to lay
efore you a brief defcription of thofe officers; who at that time
held peffeflions in Rohilcund.

Dhoondy Khan, in the partition of lands which were afligned
to the chiefs, obtained the diftriCts of the Biffouly, Morababad,
Chaundpore, and Sumbul.j He died previoufly to the Rohilla
war, 1774, leaving three fons, the eldeft of whom, Mohubbullah

& It was on this occafion, I belicve, that Shujah-ud-Dowlsh and Saud Ulah made
an exchange of their turbans. This ceremony is obferved by the Mahometans in India
as a pledge of friendfhip, and fometimes it is praifed in the ratification of treaties,

4 The name of a village, and ford of the Ganges, == Se¢ Reanell’s Map.

$ Towns in Rohilcund.—=Sece Rennell’s Map,

Khan,
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Khan, fucceeded to the largeft portion of his territory.® Mullah
Surdar Khan, to whom the diftricts of Sunejah Kote,f and fome
other adjacent lands had been affigned, left fix fons; amongft
whom diffentions arifing about the divifion of the inheritance, the
two cldeft, Ahmed Khan and Mahomet Khan, had recourfe to
arms, for the decifion of the conteft. Ahmed Khan, fupported
by Hafiz Rhamut, defeated his brother in an attion, and took him
prifoner.} Futtah Khan, one of the early affociates of Ali Ma-
homet, who had accumulated much wealth from the office§ he
had fo long filled, held the diftricts of Bandaum, Auffete, and
Heflinpour.|| ‘This officer, who died before the expulfion of the
Rohillas, was fucceeded in the territorial property, by his eldeft
fon Ahmed Khan.§ The widow of Saud Ullah Khan, held in
high eftimation for a liberality of difpofition and pious deport-
ment, refided in the town of Owlah, which had been by the con-
fent of the chiefs, committed to her immediate charge. After the

¢ This chief, confiding in an engagement made with the Vizier, in which it was
ftipulated that he fhould not be molefted by the combined army, did not appear in arms
during the Rohilla War, 1743, But the Viaier violating the agreement, ftripped him
of his territory and treafure.

t+ Situate at the diftance of forty-four computed miles to the weftward of Bareily.
Vide Rennell’s Map.

$ Ahmed Khan commanded part of the Rohilla army in the war, 1774,

§ Futtah Khhn held the office of treafurer, a mafter of the houfhold,

| Towns lying in the weft and fouth quarters of Rohilcund.

§ Abmed Kban, the fon of Futtah Kban, after the defeat of the Rohillas in 1774,
joined the army of Fyze Ullah, at Laldong, and retired with that chicf to Rampour.

death
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death of Saud Ullah, when the common authority of the govern.
ment had devolved on Hafiz Rhamut, it is not feen that the Ro-
hilla arms werc extenfively employed, or that any important revo-
lution affected their ffate. They had previoufly to the Vizier's inva-
fion of Rohilcund, carried on a defultory war with the Mahrattas,
and feized on certain of their diftricts in the Duab, which conti-
nued a fhort time in the Rohilla poffeflion. ‘The Mahrattas who
afterwards came in great force, expelled the Rohillas from the
Duab, and laid wafte the caftern quarter of Rohilcund. As a
fhort hiftory of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah will be annexed
in which the principal events of the Rohilla war are noticed, a
difcuffion of them in this place becomes unneceffary.

Tue form of government adopted by the Rohillas in India,
of near affinity to that which exifts in their native country,
may be denominated feudal. The fucceflors of Daoud Khan
poflefling flender hereditary pretenfions, and furrounded by the
men who had effentially aided in the firlt conqueft, held but
a limited (way. Sundar Khan and Futtah Khan, two of the
moft refpeflable of the Rohillas, never ceafed to oppofe the pro-
grefs of Hafiz Rhamut, which was confpicuoufly direted to
fovereign rule; and by a zealous attachment to the party of
Saud Uilah’s widow, who was beloved by the people, they formed
a moderate counterpoifc to the encroaching power of that chief.
Here it becomes my duty, whether as the compiler of Rohilla
tralts, or a recorder of common fame, to bricfly delincate the

' charaéter
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charalter of Hafiz Rhamut. Born and reared to manhood in
a country,* where its people are taught to confider a military as
the only laudable profeliion, and that the fword conveys an ir-
reproachable title to cvery acquifition, Hafiz Rhamut, confti-
tutionally brave, became an enterprifing foldier. His govern-
ment was founded on the common bafis of an ative fyftem ;
but flourithed from the knowledge he poffeffed of its refources.
He feems to have maintained a general good faith in public
tranfaltions, and though in the attainment of power he tram-
pled on another’s right, his genius and valor preferved the al-
legiance, and perhaps the leve of his people; who faw in him
a mafter, whofe hand was equally prompt to indulgence or protec-
tion. And here 1 am impelled to fay, thdt Shujah-ud-Dowlah
alone, would never have dared Hafiz to the field. Hafiz Rhamut,
like moft of the chiefs or princes of a country, where fucceffion
falls to the ftrongeft arm, was unfortunate in his family : Enayat
Khan his eldeft fon, took up arms againft him, was defeated, and
obliged to feek fhelter with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, in whofe army he
ferved at the Battle of Buxar.4 Diffentions had arifen alfo amongft
the defcendants of the other Rohilla officers, which involved.the
country in general commotion, and on the arrival of the united
forces of the Englith and Shujah-ud-Dowlah in Rohilcund, the

® Afghaniftan.
-+ He afterwards returned to Rohilcund, where he died before the laft Rohilla war.

chiefs
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chiefs appeared to dread the encreafe of each others power, more
than the invafion of an enemy.

I wirs conclude this treatife, by obferving, that the Afghan
conquerors of Rohilcund, were a rapacious, bold, and lawlefs race
of men ; and it fhould feem, that after they had eftablithed a go-
vernment in India, they adopted the more effeminate vices of the
fouth, and became intriguing, deceitful, and treacherous. The
Rohillas, efpecially the lower claffes, were, with but few exceptions,
the only fect of Mahometans in India who exercifed the profeflion
of hufbandry ; and their improvements of the various branches
of agriculture, were amply recompenfed by the abundance, and
fuperior quality of the produétions of Rohilcund.*

Tue altions of Najeb Khan, thofe efpecially which occupied
the latter periods of his life, bearing a clafe relation to the hif-
tory of Rohilcund, I have given them a feparate place in the
treatife ; which as it reprefents him in a more confpicuous light,
will afford me the fenfible pleafure of offering up a tribute of re-
fpet and applaufe, to the memory of a brave liberal foldier, and a
ftatefman of diftinguithed ability.

Najes Khan, the nephew of the Bitharut Khan, mentioned in
the Rohilla fketches, came into Rohilcund during the adminiftration
of Ali Mahomet, He was at firft, appointed to the charge of a

* This country is faid to have yiclded to the Rohillas, one million fterling, which is
now reduced by the injudicious management of the Nair, to thirty, or at moft, forty
thoufand pounds,

very
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very fmall party, not confifting, it is faid, of more than twelve
horfe and foot. But his courage and ativity foon brought him
into the notice of Ali Mahomet, who entrufted him with a refpeét-
able military command, and procured for him in marriage the
daughter of Dhoondy Khan. Whilft Ali Mahomet governed the
Sirhend diftriéts, Najeb Khan, who had followed his fortunes, ren-
dered him an important fervice, in reducing to obedience a refractory
Hindoo chief of that quarter. After the return of the Rohillas
into Rohilcund, Dhoondy Khan beftowed the diftricts of Durana-
ghur and Chaundpour, which had been granted to him in the ori-
ginal divifion of Rohilcund, on Najeb Khan, who did not long
confine himfelf within this narrow limit ; but croffing the Ganges,
he made depredations on the territory of the Goojers,® as far
as Ghous Ghur and Sarunpour.+

_ON the death of Mahomet Shah,} Sufdar Jung avowedly an-
nounced his hoftile difpofition to the court, which was then wholly
direted by the Vizier Ghaze-ud-Dein, and prepared to lead an
army to Dehli. Sufdar Jung prevailed on the Rohilla chiefs,
ever ready to draw the fword in the purfuit of plunder or con-
quett, to join his army, which had advanced to the neighbourhood

® A {e of Hindoos, in upper India, of the fourth tribs, who equally exercif: the
profeflion of agriculiure, and arms.

¢+ Vide Rennell’s map,

1 Mahomet Shah dicd in A, D. 1747, and was fuceeeded by his fon Ahm:d Siah.

Vor. I. ’ of
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of Dehli + when an Hindoo® officer of the court, attached to the
interefts of Ghaze-ud-Dein, induced Najeb Khan, by high of-
fers ot advancement, to fecede from the combination, and efpoufe
the imperial caufe.— Alarmed at this defeltion, the refidue of the
Rohilla troops, commanded by Hafiz Rhamut, retired into their
own country. Najeb Khan was honourably received by Ghaze-
ud-Dein, and being foon after promoted to the command of the
army, he attacked Sufdar Jung, and compelled him to crofs the
Ganges. On the fuccefsful conclufion of this campaign, in
which the Rohilla was wounded, he reccived from the King the
title of Najeb-ud-Dowlah.

SuBSEQUENTLY to this event, he moved with a ftreng body
of troops into Rohilcund, where he eftablifhed, in the diftricts
which formerly pertained to him, a fixed government ; and though
he difclaimed a dependance on Hafiz Rhamut, he was confidered a
political member of the Rohilla ftate. From a powerful fupport
at court, and the diftinguithed popularity of his character, Najeb-
ud-Dowlah was feared and envied by Hafiz, who faw in the grow-
ing influence of this chicf, a mortifying diminution of his own. A
mutual enmity foon produced hoftilities, which ultimately involved
the whole body of the Rohillas in a civil war.

On the commencement of the diffentions, Saud Ullah Khan,
the nominal head of the Rohilla ftates, had embraced the party

¢ Named Devi Sing.
of
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of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, which he was compelled to abandon by the
fuperior power of Hafiz Rhamut, and his partifans, who pofiefling
the refources of the country, could indulge or diftrefs him at
pleafure. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, perceiving his inability to combat fo
formidable anvoppofition, retired from Rohilcund, and again at-
tached himfelf to the fervice of the court. After his arrival in
Dehli, he was either diretted by the miniftry, or he folicited per-
miffion, to reduce the Mahometan governor of Sarunpour,* who
maintained a forcible poffeffion of that quarter, and had refufed to
render any account of the imperial portion of the revenue. The
enemy retiring on the approach of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the dif-
trifts of Sarunpour and Ghous Ghur became an eafy acquifition.
The ativity and enterprize of this officer, who now commanded
an approved body of foldiers, prompted him again to crofs the
Ganges, and feize on his former poffeffions, to which he annexed
the lands of Tillalabad, In the northern divifion of this new
conqueft he founded the town Najebabad, which in a fhort
time was filled with commodious and beautiful ftrutures, and be-
came the centre of an extenfive commerce. At the diftance of a
mile from the town, he erefted the fort of Najeb Ghur,{ where
the adjacent inhabitants, in the event of war, might depofit their

* This town ftands on the northern part of the Duab, and is at this time held by
Gholam Kauder Khan, the grandfon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah,

+ Situate in the northern divifions of Rohilcund, — Vide Rennell.

1 This fort is alfo called Patter Ghur.

Q2 property,
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property, and find alfo a fecurity for their perfons. A want of
more precife dates, which I have in vain fearched for, has thrown
a confufion and perplexity on the preceding ations of Najeb-ud-
Dowlah : but it is now feen that in the year 1757,* this officer was
promoted to the ftation of Meer Buckfy, with the title of Amir-ul.
Omrah, at the inftance of Ghaze-ud-Dein ; who in 1753, having
depofed and deprived of fight Ahmed Shah, raifed to the throne
Alumguir Sani, the father of the prefent Emperor.

WHeN the Durannies entered4 Hindoftan, in their fourth ex-
pedition to participate in the wreck of the Empire, Najeb-ud-
Dowlah, who was himfelf an Afghan,} and aware of the fuperior
power of Ahmed Shah, attached himfelf without referve to the for-
tunes of that prince ; diffolving the conneion he had formed with
Ghaze-ud-Dein, without hefitation, or an honorable regard for the
favours he had received from the hand of that minifter. The re-
turn of Ahmed Shah § into his own country, enabled the Mahrattas
to exercife an almoft undivided authority in the upper provinces of

® Dow’s Hiftory of Hindoftan, In the Khazanahee Omah, a Perfian book which
treats curforily of the altions of the late Emperors of Hindoftan, it is faid, that Najeb-
ud-Dowlah was appointed to this office by Ahmed Shah Duranny. I have followed
Dow’s Hiftory, from the probability that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would reccive his commife
fion from the Court, under whofe authority.he acted.

+ In A. D. 1756.

{ The inhabitants of the fpace of tenitory, lying between the river Attoc and Per-
fia, are called Afghans,

§ Ahmed Shah returned into Afghaniftan, from his fourth Indian expedition, in the
year 1757,

India,
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India. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the only Mahometan chief of power
or ability, that was hoftile to their intereft, could not bring into
the ficld an army of fufficient ftrength to oppofe their progrefs.
He had been compelled to take poft in the vicinity-of Sookertal,
a fort fituate on the weft fide of the Ganges,* where he was re-
duced to fuch extremity, that had not the approach of the Rohil-
las, and Shujah-ud-Dowlah, who were moving to his affiftance,
together with the rumour of the Duranny Ahmed Shah’s march
towards the Jumna, obliged the Mahrattas to retire, it is probable
that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would have fallen under the fuperior force
of their arms.

In the fame year, but previoufly to this event, Ghaze-ud-Dein
had cut off the Emperor,4 and placed Shah Jehan the Second
on the throne. ‘The capital no longer contained any grand objet
of ambition. The power of its princes had been funk and tram-
pled on, its treafures had been plundered, and its gates indif-
criminately thrown open to Hindoos and ‘Mahometans, according
to the varying power of the day. The Mahrattas, who in their
turn gave the law at Dehli, depofed the Shah Jehan, who had
been exhibited to promote the views of Ghaze-ud Dein, and
raifed to the throne, Jehan Bucht, the fon of Ali Gohur.} After
fome defultory attions, the Duranny Ahmed Shah, joined by

& Now in ruins.~Sece Rennell’s Map,
+ Alumguir Sani,
$ One of the domeftic titles of the prefent Emperor.

Najeb-
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Najeb- ud-Dowlah and their Rohilla chiefs, attacked the Mahrattas,
and defcated them, in a general engagement on the plains of Ban-
delly,* in 1770 ; when Najeb.ud-Dowlah fingularly diftinguifthed
himfelf, routing, it is faid, with his own troops, the divifion of the
Mahratta army commanded by Duttah Pattelle,4- who fell in the
field. In the battle of Panifrett,} the fortune of which was to
decide the exiftence of the Mahometan Empire in India, the Afghans
were powerfully affited by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, who during the
period of an important intercourfe with them, evinced an invaried
fidelity and fpirit.

Tue overthrow of the Mahrattas and Ahmed Shah’s return
into his own country, contributed to give the affairs of the Empire
a lefs diftrefsful afpeét ; and and the abilities of Najeb-ud- Dowlah,§
who condutted the adminiftration of the young Prince,|| again re-
fleted on the capital a glimmering ray of refpeét. A war now
broke out between Najeb-ud-Dowlah and the Jatts, a powerful
and war-like tribe of Hindoos, who in the general convulfion of
the ftate, had feized on large tracts of territory, confining on the

® In the neighbourhood of Dehliy at the paflage of the Jumna, called Bouraree
Ghaut. :

+ One of the Mahratta generals, and the uncle of Mhadgee Scindia, now fo well
known in the annals of India.

t This decifive ation was fought in February 1761.

§ Ghaze-ud-Dein, in 1761, left Dehli, where he could no longer preferve an in-
fluence, and where he was detefted for his cruelties and treachery,

§ Tewen Rucht.

weftern
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weftern bank of the Jumna, and comprehending the ftrong holds
of Deigh, Combere, Burtpoure, and the city of Agrah. The
caufe of thefe hoftilities is not explained in any document that
has reached my knowledge; nor would perhaps throw any
ftrong light on the hiftory of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. They arofe
probably from the fource* which produced the various contefts

and

® The feeds which produced the decay of the Moghul empire, and which at this
day have ripened into fuch malignancy, took a deep root during the reign of Aurung-
zebe 3 who though one of the moft fagacious princes of the houfe of Timur, endaugered
the welfare of the flate, and the fecurit of his fubjecls, by an injudicious impulfe of do-
meftic affe@ion. “He portioned among(l: his fons, who were aftive and ambitious, the
moft valuable provinces of the empire ; where acquiring an influence and ftrength, that
cannot be held by an Afiatic fubje& with fafety to the monarch, they expeed with ime
patience the event that was to determine their fchemes and pretenfions, On the death
of Aurungzebe, the fons eagerly took up arms, and after deluging the country with blood,
the war was fuccefsfully.terminated by Bahauder Shah, who may be faid to have mounted
the throne of Dehli, from a mound of fraternal and kindred flaughter.—~Not being en~
dowed with experience, nor perhaps the genius of his father, the officers who governed
the provinces, relaxed during his thort reign in their allegiance, thewing obedicnce to
fuch orders, as might tend to promote their own views. The Mahrattas, whom Au-
rungzebe had nearly fubdued by the altive cfforts of a thirty years war, defcended, at
his death, from their mountains, and rapidly recoveted the territories from which they
had been expelled. Previoufly to the Perfian invafion, the fubahdars of Oude and the
Decan, having virtually ere&ed their chiefships into independant ftates, commanded,
without the controul of the court, large armies, and difpofed of the amount of the re-
veaues. without rendering any account to the imperial treafury. The Empire, thus
enfecbled, and governed by a luxurious and indolent prince, invited Nadir Shah to
conqueft and plunder. The river Attoc, the natural weftern barrier of India, on whofe
bank Mahomet Shah fhould have ftood in perfon, ‘'was croffed by the Perfians without
oppofition ; and this inglorious prince, unworthy of the diadem he wore of the illuf-
trious houfe which had given to the world a Baber, an Akbar, and an Aurungzcbe,
furcendered
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and diforders of the times; when the ftrong arm, unreftrained
by fear of punifhment, bore down the weaker ; when eftablifhed
rights were fubverted, and the private bonds of faith, with impu-
nity, rent afander. '

SooripGe Mull, the chief of the Jatts, commenced the cam-
paign by attacking a Mahometan Jaguirdar,* the adherent of
Najcb-ud-Dowlah. But the event of this war, which was fatal
to Sooridge Mull;4 did not confer any effential advantage on
Najeb-ud-Dowlah, though he gained an eafy and complete vic-
tory over the enemy : for the diftriéts of Sarunpour had been
over-run by the Sicques, againft whom he was obliged to march,
and to forego the fruits of his fuccefs.

In the autumn of the year 1764, Najeb- ud-Dowlah was befieged
in Dehli, by a numerous army of Mahometans, Jatts, and Sicques,
collected by Jewayir Sing, the fon of Sooridge Mull, who had form-
ed fanguire hopes of cruthing the power of Najeb-ud-Dowlah,
and revenging the death of his father. Ghaze-ud-Dein, who had
brought with him a body of Patans from Furruckabad, alfo joined

furrendered to them, without drawing his fword, the wealth.and dominions of Hin-
doftan,—A fubfequent train of diverfified ruin, moving with a rapidity not paralelled
in the hiftory of nations, has now left no other veftige of the Moghul empire, than the
pame of king,

* Moofah Khan, the Jaguirdar of Furracknagur, a diftri& lying between Dehli and
Agrah,

1 Sooridge Mull was killed in December 1763, iran aion fought on the plains of
Ghaziabad, near the river Hindia, and about cighteen miles diftant from Dehli,

the
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the eonfederate forces. After experiencing the diftrefles of a clofe
fiege of four months, heightened by a fearcity of provifions and
money, Najeb-ud-Dowlah prevailed on Mullar Row, the Mahratta
officer, to detach his troops from the army of Jewayir Sing, who on
the defertion of fo powerful an ally, raifed the fiege. The relief
of Dehli was haftened alfo by the arrival of Ahmed Shah Du-
ranny, at Sirhend, who was approaching with the avowed pur-
pofe of affording fuccour to Najeb-ud-Dowlah. This chief had
but a fhort time breathed from the embarrafiments of the late com-
bination, when he faw that his moft aftive exertions would be
called forth to defend the territory he held on the weftern fide
of the Ganges, from the ravages of the Sicques ;—a people con-
ftitutionally adapted for carrying on the various fpecies of de-
fultory war.

Najes-up-Dowran formed a junction in the year 1770,
with the Mahratta army, which came into Hindoftan under
the command of Tuckejei Holcar and Mhadgee Scindia, whom,
according to my Rohilla papers, he had invited to effctt the
expulfion of the Sicques from the Duab. Najeb-ud-Dowlah,
who had in the latter period of his life fallen into an infirm ftate
of health, was feized with a fevere illnefs in the Mahratta
camp. Leaving behind him a part of his army under the com-
mand of Zabilah Khan, his ddet fon, he proceeded towards
Rohilcund ; but the diforder became fo violent, that he could not
proceed farther than Happer, a fmall town in the Duab, where Le

Vor. L R died.®
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died,* The body was carried to Najebad, and interred in a tomb
that had been ereted by his order, in the vicinity of that town,
Najeb-ud-Dowlah held in his own right, and in fief of the Em~
pire, a traét of country extending from Panifret eaftwards to
Najebad ; in the Duab, it was confined on the north, by Sarun-
pour, and on the fouth, by the fuburbs of Dehli; and in Rohil-
cund, it reached from the mountains of Siringnaghur, to the dif-
trict of Moradabad.+

Tue revenue of this territory in its improved ftate, was calcu-
lated at 100 lacks of rupees; but it was reduced to feventy, it is
faid, by the depredations of the Sicques, within a term of three
years; nor would this amount have been preferved, had he not
difplayed in his operation with thofe Marauders, a diftinguithed
£&ill in the alternate exercife of arms, and political addrefs. The
death of Najeb Khan was lamented by the people whom he go-
verned, and his memory at this day is refpeCted and beloved
throughout the upper parts of India. He fupported the charatter
of a gallant foldier ; he encouraged agriculture, and proteéted
commerce ; and he was confidered as the only remaining chief of
.the Empire, capable of oppofing any barrier to the inroads of
the Mahratta and Sicque nations.

® His death happened in O&ober, 1770.
+ A principal town in Rohilcund, ftanding on the banks of the Ramgunge, —See
Rennell’s map.

SUCCINCT
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SUCCINCT MEMOIRS

SHUJAH-UD-DOWLAH.

A VARIETY of materials, fupplied by
the liberality and inveftigation of my friends, has enabled me to
write an abbreviated hiftory of the family and lifc of Shujah-ud-
Dowlah ; a prince who fupported a confpicuous character on the
theatre of Hmdoftan, and who, from his tranfations with the
Englith nation in India, has founded an important epocha in their
annals. Having feleted with caution, and unrefervedly com.
mented on the documents that have come before me, I firmly truft,
that no marks of paffion, no defign to overcharge, or fupprefs
facts, will appear in the relation. I am defirous alfo of exhibiting

a general outline of the actions of a prince, who ftood much above
R2 mediocrity
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mediocrity in the eftimation of his fubjeéts ; that by a knowledge
of his charaéter, and of their fentiments, fome fatisfatory opinions
may be formed, of tae difpofition and moral qualities of the natives
of Hindoftan.

Suujan-up-C owrawm, the fon of Sufdar Jung, by a daughter
of Saadut Khan, was born at Dehli, in the year 1729 of the Chrif-
tian zra. Though a long line of illuftrious anceftors be not the
firongeft tenure of the dominions held by Indian princes, who
are taught to confider fortune, and the power of arms, as the
primary aids in acquiring and maintaining empire; yet a diftin-
guifhed defcent imparts a luftre and weight to the other qualities
of a fortunate leader, and he himfelf beholds it with oftentatious
pleafure. Hiftorical truth calls on me to do juftice to the claims
of the family of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, who, in Mr. Dow’s Hiftory
of Hindoftan, is denominated ¢ The infamous fon, of a more in-
famous Perfian pedlar.”*® The anceftors of Shujah-ud-Dowlah,
have for a long fpace of time been eftablifhed in Nifhabur, a town
of Khorofan, where they held landed pofieflions, and were claffed
amongft the principal inhabitants of the province.

Durine my journey through Perfia, I had an opportunity of

® Mr. Dow uniformly endeavours to throw an odium on the family and chara@er
of the late Vigier. When informed of the opprobrious terms ufed by that writer, in
difcuffing the fubjet of his Domeftic Hiftory, Shujah-ud-Dowlah attributed the lan-
guage to the refentment of Mr. Dow, for having been refufed the falt-pewe farm of
the Allahabad diftrilts,

converfing
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converfing with fome of the inhabitants of Nifhabur, who -bore
indifputable teftimony to the ancient rank of the family of Shujah-
ud-Dowlah. That this fact may be more fully exemplified, though
it leads to prolixity, it is neceflary to mention, that Mirzah Naf-
feer, the father of the maternal grand-fire* of Shujah-ud-Dowlah,
came into Hindoftan in the beginning of the reign of Bahaudar
Shah,4 by whom he was appointed to an office of truft at Patna,
where his tomb yet remains. Mirza Nafleer had two fons, the
fecond of whom, Mahomet Aumeen, on being apprifed of the
death of his father, left Perfia, and about the year 1708 vifited the
court of Furruckfir. He was appointed by this prince, governor
of the fort of Agrah; and foon rifing to greater honours he ul-
timately became the Viceroy of Oude, by the title of Saredut
Khan Burhaan-ul-Mulck. By the reduftion of this province,
which had long been in a ftate of rebellion, he acquired a cons
fpicuous military reputation, and was promoted to the office of
Darogha Khas,} with the titular command of 7000 horfe.

ABouT this time, Mahomet Muckeim, afterwards entitled
Sufdar Jung, the nephew of Saadut Khan, came into India, and
had the daughter of his uncle given to him in marrisge; of which
$hujah-ud-Dowlah, was, I believe, the only male iffue. Sufdar

® Saadut Khan, entitled Burhaan-ul-Mulck.

4 This Emperor commenced his reign in 1707, and died in 1712,

$ Darogha Khas, an officer of nearly the fame defcription with the Mafter of the
King’s Houfchold in England,

Jung,
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Jung, who was altive, and poffeffed ufeful abilities, became the
deputy of Saadat Khan in the government of Oude.

In the middle periods of Mahomet Shah’s® reign, the Mah.
rattas, at the inftigation, it is fuppofed, of the Nizam Ul Mulck,{
who was then at variance with the court, entered the Emperor’s
dominions, and committed fevere devaftations; but in attempting
to penetrate into Oude, they were attacked, and after a fharp
eonflit, completely routed by the troops of Saadut Khan, who
commanded in perfon. ‘This officer afterwards joined the imperial
army, which had been colleted for the purpofe of expelling the
enemy ; but on a pretence of fome. difguft, he left the camp and
retired int6 Oude, without having feen the Emperor. It has been
fuppofed that Saadut Khan, in conjunétion with Nizam Ul Mulick,
invited Nadir Shah into India, with the affurance of a powerful
interiour affiftance, and an eafy conqueft of'the Empire. 'This
fuppofed fadt, has been fubfcribed to by Mr. Dow in his Hiftory
of Hindoftan, with pofitive decifion in favour of its authenticity;
and it is partially noticed in the Hiftory of Nadir Shah, by Mr.
Frafer, who has treated his fubjet with candour, and generally
with perfpicuity. This writer afferts, that Saadut Khan was en~
gaged in a treacherous negotiation, which the difaffefted nobles of
Dehli were faid to have maintained with the court of Perfia; but

® This Prince fucceeded to the throne in 1719, and died in 1747.
¢ The Father of the prefent Nizam Ul Mulck,
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here I muft obferve, though it diverts the immediate objett of my
refearch, that Frafer’s affertion ftands unaccompanied by any de-
tail of events, defcriptive of the benefit which Saadut Khan derived
from the invafion : nor has he quoted, in fupport of it, any fpe-
cific authority. If a probable conclufion, indeed, is to be drawn
from Frafer’s relation of the conduét of Saadut Khan, during the
Perfian war, I would with little hefitation fay, that the Governor
of Oude held no fhare in the councils or favour of Nadir Shah..
For had he obtained the protetion of that Prince, to which he
ftood entitled from the fervices imputed to him, it is not probable
that fo large a fhare of the difafter of the Dehli army at Karnal,
would have fallen on this officer.

"IN a paffage of Frafer’s hiftory, it is feen, I think, that Saadut
Khan could not have held a confidential correfpondence with the
Perfian, or experienced any portion of his indulgence. Frafer fays,
« Before I relate the treacherous correfporidence # carried on be-
“ tween Nizam Saadut Khan, and Nadir Shab, the invitation they
“ gave him to march towards Hindoftan, which was the princi-
¢ pal motive that encouraged him to undertake the expedition, 1
¢ fhall,” &c.— And in the other part of the book it is mentioned,
that on Nadir’s approach towards the capital, Saadut Khan received
orders to join the Dehli army, and that he had already croffed the
Ganges, when he was directed tc return to Oude. It had been

© There is no future mention made of the correfpondence;
refolved
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refolved in the eouncils of Mahomet Shah, which were diftrated
and wavering, that the army fhould take the field under the com-
mand of the Vizicr : and that the Emperor, proteted by the
forces of Saadut Khan, fhould remain at Dehli. This Omrah was
required to undertake the charge, but an ill ftate of health at that
time detained him in Oude. He arrived in February 1739, in the
camp of Mahomet Shah, who receding from his former determina-
tion, had joined the army. On the day of Saadut Khan's junc-
tion * with the imperial forces, his camp was attacked and plun-
dered by a body of Perfian troops, who flew many of his attendants.
Saadut Khan, on receiving information of the difafter, left the
King’s apartments, where he had been in waiting, and haftened to
the afliftance of his party. Khan Dowrah, the imperial general,
marched to the relief of Saadut Khan, and in a fhort time, moft
of the imperial officers of Mahomet Shah, who commanded fepa-
perate bodics, came iftto altion. Nadir Shah, feeing the conteft
become obftinate and ferious, appeared himfelf at the head of his
troops, who then were irrefiftable, and a complete victory was
gained over the Dehli army, which fuffered a fevere lofs in men and
officers. Khan Dowrah was mortally wounded : his eldeft fon,
with many Omrahs, were flain ; and Saadut Khan fell into the
hands of the enemy. In the army of Nadir it is faid, that 2500
foldiers, with feven principal officers, were killed, and that 5000

® The army was encamped at Karnal, about 100 miles to the weftward of Debli.
‘ men
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men were wounded.  After the engagement, Nadir Shah ordered a
tent to be pitched near his own quarters, for the accommodation
of Saadut Khan, and two other Omrahs of Mahomet Shah., The
baggage of thefe officers was ftationed on the outfide of the camp,
together with their fervants, none of whom were permitted to at-
tend them, nor were they allowed to make ufe of their own provi-
fions. — Little farther mention is made of Saadut Khan by Mr.
Frafer after this affair, than that he was appointed to guard the
city of Dehli, on the day of Nadir Shah’s firlt entrance. ‘This
writer likewife fays, that Nadir Shah, fummoning Saadut Khan
before him on the gth of March 1739, reprechended him in harfh
language for being: the caufe of impeding the colleftion of the
impofts,* and that on the next day, Saadut Khan died, having
been before weak and indifpofed. MTr. Frafer concludes his rela-
tion of Saadut Khan, by obferving, that fome imagined he died
through anger of the abufive reproach of Nadir; and others are
of opinion, that jealoufy provoked him to take poifon.{-

MR. Frafer's relation of the conduct of Saadut Khan, the fpirit
of which is ftrictly adhered to, now awaits a difpaffionate decifion,
which is to determine the probable truth of Saadut Khan’s invita-
tion of Nadir Shah into India. This author, who has unqueftion-
ably left us a valuable tract of Indian hiftory, in other paffages of

® A tax laid by Nadir Shah on the inhabitants of Dehli.
4 It was believed at Debli, that Saadut died of the effets of an ulcer in his leg,

Vor. L. § his
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his book, obferves, that the Perfian Prince fhewed marks of indul-
gence and liberality to many of Mahomet Shah’s Omrahs, but no
example is brought forward of his munificence, or even lenity,
having been extended to Saadut Khan. On the contrary, it is feen,
that Saadut Khan fuffered feverely in the aétion of Karnal, and
was fubfequently treated with much rigour.

Surpar Jung, who refided at Oude at the period of Saadut
Khan's death, fucceeded to the Government ; an appointment, ac-
cording to the tradition of the family, conferred on him by Nadir
Shah: yet I am induced to believe, from the liberal conduct of
the Perfian to Mahomet Shah, that Sufdar Jung received the
promotion at the hands of his own fovereign. Sufdar Jung, after
the march of the Perfian army from Dehli, came to court, where
he obtained the office of Meer Atufh, or grand mafter of the
ordnance. L

In the year 1746, Ahmed Shah, the Duranny, invaded Hin-
doftan, and had advanced to Sithend, where he was fuccefsfully op-
pofed by the Dehli army, in which Sufdar Jung had a confider-
able charge. Soon after the acceflion of Ahmed Shah * to the
throne, Sufdar Jung was advanced to the Vizarut, and his fon,
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, to the command of the ordnance. But a
ftrong party at court, compofed of Ghaze-ud-Dein,4 Najeb-ud-

® This prince commenced his reign in 1747.
+ The grandfon of the great Nizam-ul-Mulck.

Dowlah,



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 130

Dowlah, the Rohilla chief, and Tameid Khan, a court eunuch,
prevailing againft the intereft of Sufdar Jung, he was compelled
to leave Dehli; but not before he had cut off Janied Khan, whom
he caufed to be affaflinated in his own houfe, at an entertainment
given to the eunuch. ‘

SurpARr Jung, having colletted a large force, invaded the Im-
perial territories, and laid fiege * to the capital, which was clofely
invefted for the fpace of fix months, He is accufed of commit-
ting many enormities and wanton a&s of violence during the ficge,
particularly of cannonading the palace, the deftruction of which
could not have facilitated the capture of the fort. The court of
Dehli was compelled to accede to the terms of the rebel, who re-
quired a formal grant of the provinces of Oude and Allahabad, for
himfelf and his heirs,—Sufdar Jung died in the year 1734, during
the reign of Alumguir Sani, and was fucceeded in the fubahdarry
of Oude, by his fon Shujah-ud-Dowlah,} then about twenty-five
years of age. As the defign of this work does not admit of any
enlargement on the fubjet of Sufdar Jung, it will fuffice to fay,
that his difpofition was fevere, often cruel ; and that his rapacious
avarice threw uncommon odium on his name.

To illuftrate the commencement of Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s public

© This event happened in 1753,

+ This domeftic name of this prince was Tillah-ud-Dein Hyder. His father, who
was in the Oude province during the birth of Shujsh-ud-Dowlah, built, in the neighe
bourhood of Lucknow, the fort of Tillahabad, in commemoration of the event,

S$2 life,
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life, it is meceffary to defcribe the fituation of the court of Dehli
at that period. Ghaze-ud-Dein, who had in 1753 depofed and
deprived of fight Ahmed Shah, raifed to the throne Alumguir
Sani, whofe eldeft fon Aly-Ghohir, fearing the treacherous difpofi-
tion and ill defigns of the minifter, fled from Dehli.* This prince,
accompanied by a fmall body of Mahrattas, levied for a few months,
a-{canty contribution in the diftriéts lying to the fouthward of the
capital. But being foon involved in embarraffiments fror fo flen-
der a provifion, he folicited the aid of the Rohilla, Najeb Khan,
who refufing to engage in his caufe, he retired into the territory
of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, The prince was treated for a certain time
with hofpitality and refpect at Qude, but could not obtain any
military aid : and being at length civilly difmiffed, he proceeded to
Allahabad, which was then held by Mahomet Khuli-Khan, a na-
tive of Perfia, and a coufin-german of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. Ma
bomet Khuli, readily entering into the fchemes of the prince,
which were directed at the reduétion of the provinces of Bahar and
Bengal, the joint forces croffed the Caramnaffa, and were, after
various. fucceffes, defeated in 1761, by the Englifh troops, at Suan.
‘The honourable and humane treatment which Aly-Ghohir expe-
rienced during his refidence in the Englith camp, created a jealoufy
in Caffum Ali Khan, who from the recent teftimony of the
prince’s hoftility to his interefts, and fecing alfo the Englifh

® This event happened in 1738.
officer
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officer much attached to his perfon, expreffed a virulent diflike
of the conne@tion. The prince accufed Caffum of fomenting
thofe diffentions in his army, which ultimately produced a de-
fperate mutiny ; when he probably would have fuffered much in«
dignity, had he not been protetted by the Englith army. This
event induced Ally-Ghohir to retire into the dominions of Shujah-
ud-Dowlah, who received the fugitive king * in a manner expreffive
of zealous attachment, and avowed himfclf the champion of the
royal caufe.

To illuftrate an event in the hiftory of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, we
muft advert to the annals of a former period, and notice its origin.
Sufdar Jung had appointed to the command of Allahabad, his ne-
phew Mahomet Khuli Khan, who on the acceffion of Shujah-ud-
Dowlah, feems to have wholly withdrawn himfelf from the autho-
rity of the court of Oude. Aware of the popularity and military
abilities of this officer, Shujah.ud-Dowlah did not profecute any
dire@lly hoftile meafures againft Allahabad. During his expedition
into Bahar, Mahomet Khuli had placed the government of his pof-
feflions in the hands of Nudjef Khan ; the chief, who at a future
period became fo confpicuous in the upper parts of India. Shujah-
ud-Dowlah, embracing the favourable occafion of Mahomet Khuli’s
abfence, advanced with a fmall army towards the Jimits of Allaha-

® At this period. Ali-Ghobir had nominally fucceeded to the Empire, by the title
of Shah Alum, His father died in 1760,

bad.
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bad. He maintained an amicable intercouife with Nudjef Khan,
whom he amufed by folemn proteftations of attachment to the wel-
fare of Mahomet Khuli; and reprefented, that the Duranny in-
vafion had induced him to come into that quarter to folicit an afy-
lum for his family in the fort of Allahabad, as his own country
poflefled no place of equal fafety. Nudjef Khan would not liften
to the requeft, but waited the inftructions of Mahomet Khuli,
who direéted, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s family fhould be admit-
ted into the fortrefs with a certain number of domeftic guards. It
is faid, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah introduced into the female equipages
a body of armed men, who rufhed on the garrifon, and took the
fort without any effufion of blood. This capture, which happened
about the year 1761, rendered the affairs of Mahomet Khuli def-
perate, and obliged him to become a dependant on the bounty of
Shujah.ud-Dowlah; who, in the courfe of a few months, threw
him, on a charge of ftate crimes, into prifon. Mahomet Khuli,
from his valour and liberality, was held in high eftimation in the
Oude army, which in loud murmurs, and in comparifons not fa-
vourable to their Prince, warmly lamented his misfortunes. Nudjef
Khan, on the capture of Allahabad, had entered into the fervice of
Shujah.ud-Dowlah, and exerted himfelf with a zeal that encan-
gered his own fafety, to procure the releafe of Mahomet Khuli ;*

but

® Mahomet Khuli was cut off at the fort of Tillalabad : == this example difclofed
an evil, which is ufually feen to pervade Afiatic flates. A defpotic Prince cannot always
impart
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but this officer had become an obje& of fuch dread at the court of
Oude, from the rumours inceffantly circulated in his favor, that
the fears of Shujah-ud-Dowlah were not allayed until the deftruc-
tion of his prifoner had been compleated by affaffination. Shujah-
ud-Dowlah obtained from the King the appointment of Vizier ;
and being now poffefled of a numerous army, and the imperial
perfon, he might juftly be confidered the moft powerful chief in
Hindoftan. .

- In the year 1763, the war broke out between the Englifh and
Caffum Ali Khan, which after a diverfified train of fuccefs and
difafters, terminated in Caffum’s expulfion from the province of
Bengal, and bis. retreat, in the latter end of the fame year, with

impart fo full a force te his fyftem of tyranny, as to thape to the fpirit of its edi@s, the
minds and language of his fubjets. Without the compendious favage aid of the dagger,
the road to conqueft and empire, would not perhaps have been fo widely opened to s
Timur, 3 Nadir Shah, or, in our day, to a Hyder Ali. When Shujah-ud-Dowlah
had formed the refolution of cutting off Mahomet Khuli, he had not yet confolidated
the ftruture of his government. The officers of his army, Perfians, Moghuls, or Afg-
hans, were daring turbulent men, and had large claims of pay. They faw in Maho-
met Khuli, a brave faldier, of diftinguithed birth, of liberal and popular manners.
They had witnefled the former treachery of Shujah-ud-Dowlah to him, and fufpected
his future purpofes. Though.this Prince dreaded the formidable qualities of Mahomet
Khuli,. he equally dreaded a formal indulgence of his withes. Had he fummoned this
officer to a trial, or publickly ordercd his death, the danger of a revolution would have
been incurred : for the low flate of his treafury, a long arrear, and an inherent defi-
ciency of military genius in the Prince, had ftrongly operated in diminithing the fu-
bordination of the army. But fuch was the barbarous neceflity of the meafure, the mi-
ferable policy of a demi-armed defpot, that he was compelled to maintain the fafety of

his perfon,. and the government of his country, by the fecret ftab of a poignard.
the
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the remains of his troops, and a large treafury, into the dominions
of Shujah-ud Dowlah, The Bengal Government, which had been
long duped by the evafive replies of the Vizier to the repeated
remonftrance of his fuccouring their enemy, difcovered that he had
drawn his army to Benares, and was preparing to invade Bahar, in
conjunction with Caflum Ali. A letter which he addreffed to the
government of Bengal, peremptorily avowed his intentions. In
arrogant and contemptuous language he fays, ¢ that the Englifh,
¢ abufing the favours conferred on them by the Emperors of Hin-
“ doftan, have fomented difturbances in the empire ; and that in-
“ ftead of limiting their exertions to trade, as became merchants,
s they interfered in the imperial affairs, exalting and depofing at plea~
« fure, the fervants of the crown. He calls upon them to juftify
s their attions, and to withdraw forthwith, all their people from
« the King's dominions ; and in the event of difobedience, threatens
« them with the royal difpleafure, which he denominated Tée #ype of
¢ God's wrath.”” Though Shujah-ud-Dowlah had buoyed up Caffum
Ali with the promife of reinftating him in the provinces, we cannot
cafily believe, that the man who has been recently feen betraying
and cutting off his kinfman, who held both the claims of friendfhip
and affinity, would without a manifeft and great advantage, incur the
rifk of fortune and life, in the caufe of a ftranger. Had the arms
of the Vizier prevailed in the courfe of the war, the general tenor of
his attions fupports a fair conjetture, that he would without a
fcruple have annexed the conquered country to his own dominions.

In
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In the courfe of the year 1764, intelligence was received at
Calcutta, that the forces of the Vizier and Cafflum Ali, with fome
few troops attached to the King, had penetrated into the vicinity of
Patna ; whither our troops, on the approach of the combined army,
had precipitately retired. ‘The enemy being afterwards repulfed in
affaulting the European trenches, retreated towards the river Soane,
where the Vizier made pacific advances to the Englith officer, who
had been authorized to negociate, but pointedly directed to demand,
in the preliminary articles the furrender of Sombro, and the Euro-
pean deferters.* The purpofe of the Vizier, in the defire he had
fhewn of obtaining a peace, was only to procure a ceffation of
hoftility, that he might recruit his army. It has been even faid,
that he endeavoured to bring over to his caufe Jaffier Ali Khan,
whom the Englith, on the expulfion of Caffum, had a fecond time
advanced to the government of the provinces. The Vizier, at a
future period, did not difavow this fuppofed correfpondence, which
appears to have been conduéted on the part of Meer Jaffier, by
Nundocomar,{ who gave the Vizier an affurance of his mafter’s in-
clination to form a feparate treaty. Shujah-ud-Dowlah had derived
an effential advantage from the fears of Caffum Ali, now ferioufly
alarmed by the repulfe at Patna; and having firft inveigled away
his European and beft native troops, he ftripped him of the largeft

® About two hundred private Europeans had deferted to the Visier.

4 The perfon who fuffered death at Calcutts, by a fentence of the Supreme Court
for forgery.

Vor. L. T part
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part of his treafure, and military ftores. ‘The drift of the Vizier’s
negociations becoming notorioufly manifeft, it was refolved that
the Englith ar my fhould move towards his camp, and decide the
conteft in the field; which after a gallant action of five hours,
gave a complete victory to the Englith.*

Tue defeat at Buxar produced obftinate difficulties to the po-
litical and military career of the Vizier, who on that event was
deferted by all his allies. Shah Alum, in a condition ill fuited to
the title he bore, fought an afylum in the Englifh camp, and loudly
accufed Shujah-ud-Dowlah of having forced the royal authority
into becoming an inftrument of his ambition, and a fantion of his
hoftile defigns againt the Englith. This was the fecond time that
the unfortunate Shah Alum had taken refuge in an Englith army,
Here let me diret the view of the reader to the revolutions, which
within no wide compafs of time, have affeted the empire of Hin-.
doftan : where at the clofe he will behold, with an awe and wonder
that muft humble the proudeft of us to the duft, the illuftrious
houfe af Timur fhaken to its foundation.

In the reign of Aurungzebe,+ it may, without any violation of
truth, be faid, that Hindoftan, whether for its wealth, magnitude,

® The Englith army confifted of 857 Europeans, and 621§ native troops, of which,
101 Europeans, and 773 fepoys, were killed and wounded. The army of Shujah-ud-
Dowlah was computed at 40,000 men, 2000 of whom it is faid were flain in battle,
The artillery taken by the Englith in the field, and in the purfuit of the enemy,
amounted to 133 pieces of various. fizes,
4 This prince died in 1707, having reigned near fifty years,
or
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or military refource, was the moft diftinguithed empire in the
Afiatic world. It muft allo be noticed, that the Englifh, at that
period, were not known beyond the fea coafts of India, where they
occupied, under various reftritions, the profeflion of merchants.
Behold the fcene prefented in our day, of the feeble princes of
Dehli, where a near fucceffor of the great Aurungzebe, impelled
by the deftrution of his fortunes, is feen foliciting, in a country
fo lately under the dommion of his anceftors, maintenance and
protection from an Englifh fubjeét-*

Tue Vizier, who had now feverely felt the fuperiority of the
Englith arms, fhewed a ferious defire of peace, but ftill refufed to
fubmit to the terms of the preliminary article, in the manner
required by the Bengal Government. He refufed to deliver up
Caffum Ali, and Sambro, but promifed to employ fome convenient
inftrument in deftroying the one, and to expel the other from his
territories. ‘This mode of qualifying the article, not being acceded
to, Colonel Munro matched with the army to Benares, The
defertion of a party of Europeans, and the retreat of our troops
fowards Patna, on his entering the Bahar province, had given him
fanguine hope of fuccefs, which were wholly diffipated by the
defeat at Buxar: and from that period, he began to model his
army on a plan not before practifed by the princes of India The

* This fal has been again exemplified in the perfon of Schamdhar Shah, the eldeft
fon of Shah Alum; who, by the interpofition of the Bengal Government, receives a
penfion of three lacks of rupees out of the Oude revenuc.

T2 author *
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author # of a valuable manufcript, which has largely aided this
compilation, fays, that the zra of the real confequence and power
of the Vizier may be dated from the battle of Buxar. Conformably
to an ufage not ur requent in Hindoftan, this prince had colletted
a larger army tha' the fources of his country could maintain ; and
even where the finds are competent, military payments are ever
diftributed in the native armies with a griping hand ; though the
moft pernicious effeéts are often produced by this fallacious fyftem.
The ftrength of the Vizier's army, confifting of cavalry, and a
cumbrous body of artillery, was compofed of many nations and
tribes, but chiefly of Moghuls. Thefe men, naturally violent and
licentious, ili-brooked the failure of payment, and on every demand
of arrears, either caufed dangerous tumults, or forced expedients
that were injurious to the civil government of his country. Orders
of payment were granted on the farmers, or managers of diftricts,
on whom thefe foldiers lived at difcretion, until the amount was
difcharged ; giving a loofe to every fpecies of diforder, and barely
leaving a fum fufficient for fupplying the other exigencies of the
ftate. But the defeat he fuftained at Buxar, relieved the Vizies
from his embarraflments : for the Moghul cavalry, without making
one fpirited effort to fuftain the battle, were the firft of his troops.
that left the ficld ; and confcious it fhould feem of their pufilanimous
eondu&, they never returned to his ftandard.

Colonel Polier;
4y
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Tue Englith army advanced from Benares to inveft Chunar-
Ghur; but after making two unfuccefsful affaults it returned to
Benares. Bulwunt Sing, the Hindoo Chief of the province, had
accompanied the Vizier in the campaign againft the Englith, with
a party of troops, which were ftationed on the north fide of the
Ganges, oppofite to the Buxar plain. After the battle, he with-
drew himfelf from the Vizicr, and having effetted an accommoda-
tion with Colonel Munro, he joined the Englith army: but,
alarmed at the repulfe of Chunar-Ghar, and the Vizier’s approach,
he fuddenly deferted Benares, and his new connexion.

CoLoNEL Munro, refigning about this period # the command
of the army, was fucceeded by Major Fletcher, who immediately
marched out of Benares, and purfued the Vizier, who had already
invefted the town as far as Juanpour. He formed the army into
two divifions, one of which, under Major Stibbert, reduced the
fort of Chunar-Ghur, and afterwards penetrated into the interior
parts of the Vizier’s country :—the other divifion he led himfelf
into the Allahabad diftriéts, which were fubjected. The Vizier,
not able to oppofe the fuccefs of thefe parties, called in a body of
Mahrattas, who entered his country on the fide of Corah,{ and
were defeated by the Englith army, then commanded by General
Carnac.} The Mahrattas were attacked a fecond time by this

@ This occurrence happened in the beginning of the year 1765,
+ This diftri&, which is fituated in the Allahabad territory, is bordered by the Jumna.
$ In May, 1465,

' officer,
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officer, at Ackbarpour,® and driven from their ground ; though not
before they had plundered a great part of the European baggage.
They were foon obliged to crofs the Jumna, which they pafled at
the ford of Culpee, where they made a ftand ; but after a fhort
attion were wholly difperfed. The Vizier had invited the Mahrat-
tas into Oude, without making any provifion for the payment of
their fubfidy; and, fearful that this failure might prompt them to
commit an outrage on his perfon, or create tumults in his army, he
mever joined their party.

The affairs of the Vizier had now fallen to a low ebb ; he had
loft the greater part of his country, his army was thinned by defer-
tions, and he was without a treafury, or an ally. After the baftle
of Buxar,+ full ef alarms and defpondency, he had retired into Roo.
hilcund, where he folicited an afylum for his family, and the affift-
ance of the Rohillas, Hafiz Rhamut received him with hofpi-
tality, and the refpelt due to his rank : he afforded him every do-
meftic conveniency, but earneftly advifed a peace with the Englifh,
as the certain medium of retrieving the defolated ftates of his for«
tunes. Deftitute of every refource for maintaining a war, and dif~

® In May or June, 1765,

+ Jutice to a charaBer, lready diftinguifhed in Hindoftan for iberality and vilour,
callé on me to note in this place, the name of Anmed Khan Bunglifh, the Navaub of
Furruckabad; who when urged by Colonel Munro, after the altion of Buxar, to afift
in completing the overthrow of Sbujah-ud-Dowlab, who bad ever been the avowed
ensmy of his houle, faid that his honour forbid him to carry arms againit the van-

quilhed,
mayed
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mayed by ill fortune, the Vizier at length refolved to throw himfelf
unrefervedly on the clemency of the Englith. He difpatched Mon-
ficur Gentil, a French gentleman, to the Englifh camp,* to obtain
an aftual knowledge of the difpofition of his enemics. This
agent delivered to the commanding officer, an addrefs from the
Vizier, couched in a tenor far different from his former letters.
He obferved, that the animofities which had arifen between them,
muft be attributed to the difpenfations of Providence : that of this
ke had now manifeft witnefs by the events which had been produced,
and that he was determined to commit himfelf to the juftice of the
illuftrious Englifh chiefs, conftant and unchangeable in their friend-
fhip. In the conclufion, written by himfelf, he fays, * I regard not
“ wealth, nar the rule of dominion : your friendthip and favour are
¢ all I defire. I will, pleafe God, foon be with you; when you
% may do that for me, which you may think beft.” Lord Clive,
who at this time had arrived in Bengal, was empowered by the Go-
vernment, in conjunétion with General Carnac, to negotiate with
the Vizier: and having met him at Allaliabad, in the month of
Auguft, 1763, a treaty of peace was finally concluded. The fub-
ftance was,~—That there fhould be a perpetual treaty of peace be- -
tween the contraling parties.—That in the event of the dominions
of cither being invaded, a military aid fhould be furnifhed by the

© Nudjef Khan was employed alfo by the Vizier on this occafion to negotiate with
the Englith; but that oficer was more ferioufly engaged in accomplithing his owa

purpoles, than in procuring terms for his mafter,
other
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bther. — That the Vizier is not to receive Caffum Ali, Sombro, of
any Englith deferters into his fervice.—That Corah and Allahabad
be ceded to the King.—That Bulwunt Sing be continued in
the zemindary of Benares, which is to be confidered a fief of the
Subahdary of Oude:—And that Chunar-Ghur, a fort in that
province, be given up to the Englith. That no duties be colletted
on the merchandize of the Company, in any part of the country of
the Vizier. ‘That all fuch fubjects or relations of the Vizier, who
may have affifted the Englith during the late war, be pardoned; —
and, That this treaty remain in force with the defcendants of
the Vizier.

Thus was Shujah-ud-Dowlah reftored to the poffeflion of his
dominions by the viorious Englifh, after having been reduced by
their arms to the verge of ruin. The terms granted to him breathe
a liberal heroic fpirit, and confpicuoufly diftinguithed the mind
from which they fprang. The memory of the Indian hero, ill
merits the ftain imprefled on it by Mr. Dow, who fays, * Shujah-
ud-Dowlah, was ftill pofieffed of wealth, and the virtue of the con-
¢ querors, was by no means proof againft temptation.” — But it
¢ is a fa fupported by the pureft authority, that Lord Clive
obftinately rejected every offer of gratuity, made to him by the
Vizier. Exclufive® of the articles of the treaty, a private agree-

ment,

® The a& of reinflating the Vizier in his dominion, sot only contributed to exal¢
1.2 charaer of the Britith nation,. but was frily coafonant to the principles of found
policy,
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ment, entered into by the contralting parties, ftipulated, on the
part of the Vizier, a payment of fifty lacks of rupees to the Eng-
lith Government, for defraying the expences of the war; as the
Englifh at this period, did not oftenfibly interfere in the admini-
firation of the Bengal provincial affairs; which on the death of
Meer Jaffier had devolved on his fon Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah.

Tux treaty entered into with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, was executed
by this prince, on one part, and on the other by the fubahdar of

policy. It evinces illo a forefight which is grievoufly verified in the events of fuc~
cceding times. Lord Clive, in his letter to the Company, fays, « Our reftoring to
¢ Shujabeud-Dowlah, the whole of his dominions, proceeds more from the defire of
“ not extending the Company’s territorial poffeffions, than the generous policy of ats
“ «taching him for ever to our interefts by gratitude ; though this bas been the apparent,
¢ and is by many thought to be the real motive. Had we ambitioufly attempted to
® retsin the conquered country, expericnce would foon have proved the impralicabi«
¢ lity of fuch a plan. ‘The eftablithment of an increafed army muft have been added
% to your lift, and more chiefships appointed. AQ&s of oppreflion and innumersble
® sbufes would bave ‘been committed, which, at fuch a diftance from the prefidency,
¢ could neither have peen prevented, or remedied ; and muft infallibly have laid the
¢ foundation of another war. Our old privileges and poffefions would have been en-
© dangered by every fupply we might have been tempted to afford in fupport of the
“ new, and the natives mufl have finally triumphed in our inability to fuftsin the
“ weight of our own ambition,”~—In Indis, it is to be noted, donations are prefented
to men of power, or thofe who are fuppofed to influence them, for perfonal proteQion,
and for the fecurity or acquifition of property. A rejefed offer is the eftablifhed
fignal of difpleafure, and cither indicates its infufficiency, or that fome more adequate
reward has been already preferred.  Shujah-ud-Dowlah was at firft alarmed at the con-
du@ of Lord Clive, whofe refufal of any gift was conftrued into a difpofition inimical
to his interefts. But this prince beheld the faldier’s magnanimity with admiration,
when at the conclufion of the treaty, be received, in token of friendthip, a ring ot
moderats value,

Vou, I, U ' Bengal,
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Bengal, in conjunétion with Lord Clive: but that all future em-
barrafiments might be obviated, a delegated power, authorizing the
Englifh India Company to manage and controul tlic revenues ot
the provinces, was obtained from the king. It was alfo ftipulated,
that in confideration of the appointment of Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah
to the military and executive government of the provinces, and his
grant® of the civil jurifdition to the Englifh, the fum of twenty-
fix lacks of rupees< fhould be annually paid to the king, out of
the revenues of Bengal. The diftricts of Allahabad and Corah
were at the fame time difmembered from the Vizier’s territory, and
ceded to Shah Alum, that he might be enabled to maintain, without
a reftraint, the dignity of his ftation.

Tuouen he amply experienced the liberality of the Englifh,,
the Vizier had fuffered important injuries during the war. From
the revenue of Oude, which with certain diftricts of Allahabad,
was computed at one hundred and fixty lacks of rupees, the
ceflion of Corah and Allahabad, had deducted thirty-fix lacks ;
and the ravages of his own army, with the incurfions of our
troops, who had proceeded as far as Lucknow, caufed a farther
decreafe of the general produce of his country.—In acknowledge-
ment for the ceffion which had been made, Shah Ullum in-

® Tt is termed the Dewany.

+ From this amount, a penfion of two lacks of rupees was beftowed, at the inter-
ecflion of the Englith, on Nudjef Khan, who was thought to have rendered them fer«
vice during the latter part of the Oude war.

vefted
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vefted the Vizier with the hereditary poffeffion of the province of
Oude.

Twu1s prince was now feen to apply with a vigilant affiduity to
the adminiftration of his affairs. The revenue department was
committed to the charge of men of ability and credit, who in
the fpace of a few ycars enabled him to difcharge a large debt,
and to accumulate a fund for the fnpply of public exigencies.

O~ his arrival at Oude, after the Allahabad treaty, he called
together, it is faid, his principal officers, and making known to
them the engagements he had made with the Englith, he defired
their aid in performing the obligation. Through this mode of
requifition, which is often pratifed by the princes of India in time
of need, the Vizier obtained fome aid; though far fhort of his
neceflities. His Begum, fecing the difficulties that furrounded
him, and the diftrefled ftate of his mind, divefted herfelf of the
jewels, and other valuable ornaments fhe poffefled, and entreated
that the amount might be applied to the arrangement of his affairs.
It is mentioned, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah was fo warmly affected by
this mark of the Begum’s attachment, which wholly removed his
embarraffment, that he folemnly fwore, he would never, while he
refided in the fame place, abfent himfelf from her apartment after
a certain hour of the night; and that he would thenceforth ever
efteem her his faithful friend and counfellor. Nor does it appear
that he deviated from the vow he made to thc Begum, who be-

' U2 came
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came from that day the repofitory of his treafure, and all his fecret
tranfactions.

Tue defeat at Buxar, having relieved the Vizier from the
maintenance of a turbulent crowd of cavalry, he began to intro.
duce in his army, a fyftem of order and regular payment. He had
feen that the excellency of the European troops confifted in difci-
pline, the quality of their arms, and the fkilful management of
artillery. He therefore made firenuous and unceafing efforts in
forming a body of infantry, with its requifite eftablifament of
cannon, after the European nmanner. The undertaking was ac-
duous, and fuch as few Afiatic princes could have executed. But
the genius, altivity, and perfeverance of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, fur-
mounted the various obftacles, which roeted prejudice and con-
fhitutional habit had raifed to oppofe him. Under the direttion of
fome Frenchmen whom he had invited into his fervice, an arfenal
was founded at Fyzeabad, where guns, mufquets and fhot, with
other military ftores, were fabricated with fkill and expedition.—
From this new magazine, about ten battalions ef infantry, and a
fmall train of artillery, were equipped. Though this body was
formed at the expence of large fums, and much labour, fuch ju-
dicious arrangements had been adopted for the government of his
country, that fufficient funds were created to defray the charge,
and to produce a refpeétable treafury. The cavairy, which at the
battle of Buxar amounted to 20,000, appears at this time to have

been
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been. redueed to little more than 5,000 men. The Vizier derived
an effential benefit from the Englith garrifon, that was ftationed
at Allahabad, which keeping that quarter in awe, relieved him from
the necefary expence of proteéting a frontier country.

In the year 1768, Shujah-ud-Dowlah faw himfelf in the pof-
feflion of a well appointed army, a treafury competent. to its.
charge, and a flourifhing produtive territory. This quick pro-
grefs, in endeavouring to diffolve the fubordinate connexion into
which he had been forced, and to extend his power, attracted the
notice of Colonel Smith, who was ftationed at Allahabad.—This
officer reprefented the conduét of Oude, as dangerous to the in-
tereft of the mation, and demanding an immediate interpofition.
The council, roufed by this information, deputed Meflrs. Cartier,
Ruffell, and Colonel Smith, to the Vizier, to expoftulate on the
tendency of his military preparations ; which indicated, they ob-
ferved, a want of confidence in their friendfhip and fupport. The
deputies held a conference with the Vizier at Benares, in the
month of November, 1768 ; when after much acrimonious alter-
cation, he confented, though with a deep mortification and re-
Juftance, to limit the ftrength of his troops to the following
number and denomination ¢

Cavalry,,
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Cavalry, —_ - — 10,000

Ten battalions of fepoys, including officers of 10,500
every rank, — —

The Nujjeeh regiment of matchlock-men, 5,000

A corps of artillery, not to exceed — 500

Irregulars, not to be clothed, difciplined, or
armed, after the manner of the Englith fepoys,
or Nujjecb regiment, — - 94500

35,000

Tue Vizier confidered this reftriction as no lefs unjuft, than it
was difgraceful to him; but, incapable of avowedly oppofing the re-
quifition of fuch powerful and jealous allies, he refolved to execute
his plans with more addrefs, though without any effential deviation
from the objeét that biaffed all his aétions : and it is a well known
fadt, that he did not, in confequence of the treaty of Benares,
difmifs one foldier from his fervice. His proceedings were con-
dutted with caution, and he was fuccefsful in procuring, amongft
the Englith themfelves, zealous and able advocates ; but the Vizier
faw that his ambition and fchemes of aggrandifement, would ever
be encountered by the jealoufy of the Englifh, whom he now beheld
with miftruft and refentment ; and knowing the French were the
common enemy of our nation, the Vizier held out many induce-
ments to engage their affiftance.

In
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IN the year 1772, a Mahratta army, commanded by the chiefs,
Scindia, Halcar, and Hurry Punt, penetrating into Hindoftan,
laid wafte the Duab, and poffeflfed themfelves of the Etajoh dif-
tricts, together with all the territory of Ahmed Khan Bungith, ex-
cept the town and environs of Furruckabad. An invafion fo for-
midable had alarmed the Rohilla chiefs, who, on the approach of
the Mahrattas, folicited the Vizier to procure the aid of an Englifh.
brigade; for which they offered the fum of forty lacks of rupees..
The Vizier, anxious for the fafety of his own country, on the con-
fines of which the enemy were already encamped, accepted, with-
out hefitation, a propofal that would enable him to defray the ex-
pences of a body of troops, from which he himfelf would derive
an effential benefit ; and he, fome time in the year 1772, applied
to the Englifh Government, for a fupply of forces to defend his
dominions againft the threatened invafion of the Mahrattas, Con-.
formably to this requifition, an Englifh brigade proceeded to Be-
nares, whence a detachment of three native battalions, joined by
the forces of the Vizier, marched to the frontiers of Rohileund ;.
the interiour parts of which the Mahrattas were then laying wafte..
The commencement of the periodical rains, and the near approach
of the combined army, obliged them to rapidly crofs the Ganges.
The Mahrattas, in the following year,* again entered Rohilcund
where they committed much devaftation; but they retreated on.

® 1773
the:
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the appearance of the Vizier's army, which had been reinforced by
a complete Englith brigade.

On the night previoufly to the arrival of the combined forces
in the vicinity of the Mahratta encampment, which was formed
on the weft fide of the Ganges, a large body of their cavalry croffed
the river, and, difperfing the -Rohilla troops, they carried off Ah.
med Khan, one of the principal officers. The brigade reached the
place of this action about break of day, when they obferved the
Mahrattas paffing the river,* then fordable, with precipitation ;
and a diftant cannonade enfued, in which the enemy loft a few
men and horfes < but they foon retired from that quarter, nor have
they fince appeared in'arms on the eaft fide of the Ganges.

Tue Vizier, on the retreat of the enemy, demanded the fum
of forty lacks of rupecs from Hafiz Rhamut Khan, who being at
this time the fuperiour officer of the Rohilla forces, and the con-
dulor of their political meafures, was urged to fulfil the engage-
ment. Hafiz reprefented, that the Rohillas had not received the
ftipulated aid, which, if furnifhed in the preceding year, might
have prevented the injuries done by the enemy; and that the pre-
fent campaign had been maintained by the Rohilla troops : yet he
faid, that though the other chiefs fhould withhold their quota of
the claimed amount, he would difcharge his proportion to the ex-
tent of his ability.

® At Ramgaut, a ford of the Ganges in Rohilcund,==Vide Rennell’s msp.
Tz
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Tae ambitious difpofition of the Vizier, and the difregard he
had hitherto fhewn to the dictates of juftice, or honour, afford no
flender authority for fuppofing that he fecretly rejoiced at the re-
fufal of the Rohillas to execute the whole tcnor of their agreement.
In promoting and extending his fchemes of conqueft and grandcur,
the Vizier muft have ever been expofed to the counteracting power
of the Rohillas, who were all foldiers, and fo far from refpeing
his military capacity, they treated it with contempt and derifion.
The conqueft of Rohilcund muft have therefore naturally com-
pofed an effential part of the Vizier’s general plan of aggrandize-
ment. :

AFTER his return from the Mahratta expedition, he defired a
conference with the Governor of Bengal, for the purpofe of ad.
jufting certain political meafures. Mr. Haftings, affociated with
fome other members of the Government, was deputed to treat
with the Vizier at Benares; and the principal object of the meet-
ing was afcribed to the motive of fixing the weftern pofieflions of
the Englith, on a firmer and more permanent bafis, by fome
final arrangement of the territories that had been affigned to the
king.

Since the period of the treaty of 1765, Shah Alum had re.
mained at Allahabad, where he had enjoyed a fplendid and a quiet
retreat; but his wifhes feeming to be centered in enjoying the re-
fidence of his capital, he proceeded thither in 1771 : — facrificing,
at once, the fubftantial benefits which had been conferred on him

Vor. L. X by
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by the bounty of the Englith. The King was alfo excited to this
meafure by his fervants, who faw the influcnce of a forcign power
depriving them of the common advantages of their ftation, and of
that fway which his difpofition naturally invited. The repeated
folicitation of the king for troops, to eftablith his power at Dehli,
were not acceded to in a manner that promifed any fuccefs : he
procured two native battalions that had bcen maintained by him
at Allahabad, but without the complement of European officers ;
and this party, with about 20,000 irregular troops, commanded
by Najeb Khan, arrived in the latter end of the year 1771, at
Dehli.*

Tur principal events of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, being
flenderly conneéted with the hiftory of Shah Alum, an occafional
reference to it is only neceffary ; and it may here be obferved, that
the meafures of an Indian court, too frequently operating through
the many channels of deceit, or by the more daring aéts of trea-
¢chery, would offer little inftruction to the European reader, unlefs
they lead to decided revolutions, or affett the general fyftem of
government.

Tue Vizier did not depend upon the court of Dehli, for the
fuccefs of his fchemes, or the advancement of his power. He
maintained however an influence there, by the agency of Ellich

® It i§ faid, that the King's journey was-haftened by the intelligence nf Zabitah
Khan's feizure of Dehli, where he committed many outrages ; even, according to
gopular report, in the King’s haram,

Khan,
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Khan, one of his favourite fervants, who gratifying the King by
opportune donations, procured the formal inveftiture of fuch ter~
ritories, as the Vizier had either previoufly feized, or meditated the
conqueft of. But we are not to fuppofe that the pofieflion of fuch
inftruments, which had a conftant circulation, and flowed from too
weak a fource to act with efficacy, would effentially promote the
defigns of this prince. :

THAT fome parts of the treaty now entered into, between the
Englifh Government and the Vizier, may be clearly underftood, it
is neceffary to notice, that in a fhort time after the departure of
Shah Alum from the territories which had been afligned to him,
the right was judged to revert to the Englith Government. On
the King’s junction with a body of Mahrattas, then ftationed in
the vicinity of Agra, he was compelled to make a formal ceffion
to them of the province of Corah, and the diftri¢ts of Currah.
This furrender, to a power deemed hoftile to the welfare of Ben-
gal, afforded a plea, equally founded on the rights of conqueft
and good policy, to affume the relinquifhed territory: and the
Vizier, who had with regret made the facrifice, exprefling, after
the King’s departure, an earneft defire of recovering the dife
membered country, his requeft, with certain qualifications, was
granted.* : :
X2 In

® The treaty of 1773, contains little important matter, nor would I fatigue the
reader with its peruful, did I not apprchend, that fome ferious refletions will occur,

in comparing it with the events of the fucceeding year. Itis fpécified, % That whereas,
“in
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In the conference at Benares, it was alfo ftipulated, that the
Vizier fhould confirm Cheyt Sing, the fon and fucceffor of Bull-
wunt Sing, in the poffeflion of Benares, and its dependencies.

The

® in the treaty concluied at Allahabad, on the 16th of Auguft 1765, between the
* Vigzier and the Company, it is expreffed that the diftricts of Corah and Allzhabad
¢ were given to His Majefty for his expences ; and whereas His Majefty abandoned
% the poflefion of the aforefaid diftrits, and even has given a funnud tor Corah and
% Currah to the Mahrattas, to the great prejudice of both the Vizier and Englith
« Company, and contrary to the meaning of the faid treaty ; he hath thereby forfeited
« his right to the faid diftris, whtich have reverted to the Compuny, from whence he
¢ received. them : it is therefore agreed, that the aforefaid diftricts fhall be put into
« the poflefiion of the Vizier, on the following conditions, and that, in the fame
% manner as the province of Oude, and the other dominions of the Vizier are pof.
« fefled by him : fo.fhall he poffefs Corah, and Currah, and Allahabad, for ever.—He
¢ fhall by no means, or under any pretence, be liable to any obftru@ions in the afore-
«. faid countries from the Company, and the Englith chiefs, and exclufive of the money
« pow flipulated, no mention or requeft (il by any means be made to him for any
« thing elfe due on this account. ‘This agreement fhall be obferved by the Englifh
< chiefs, gentlemen of the council, and the Company,, nor thall it be broken or devi’;
¢ ated from..

® CONDITIONS ¢

“ He fhall pay to the Company fifty lacks of Sigea Rupees,.
@ according to the currency of the province of Qude, viz. - = - 50,00,000

“Inmdymnq * ® = e ® o @& ® = = ® = l— - 20,00,000
“ In two yensafterthedatehereof—vnz.theﬁrﬁyar = = = 15,00,000
¢ The fecond year, & = = = = « o = = = = = = 15000C0

——

Sa. R, 50,00,000

% ‘T's prevent any difpute arifing, concerning the payment which (hall be made by

# (4s Vigler for th: Company’s troops that may march to his afl.itunce, it is a‘yr.-.':J,
¢ thit
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'The Vizier acquiefced in this meafure with reluctance, and marke
of extreme difguft. Not that he wifhed to deprive this chief of
his pofleflions, but he was averfe to a foreign interference in be-
half of a perfon whom he confidered his immediate vaffal, and
who, by obtaining fo ftrong a fupport, would naturally deviate
from that ftate of fubordination in which fuch landholders are
placed under an effettive Mahometan government. Shujah-ud.
Dowlah, though accomplithed in his manners, and endowed with
an addrefs that ditinguithed him among the politeft of his coun~
trymen, could not fupprefs the indignation he felt at the Englifh
Governor’s defire, to have Cheyt Sing feated inshis prefence. But
the Vizier was then preparing a {uit® of fuch an importance to

® that the expences of a brigade fhall be computed at two lacks and ten thoufand
“ (2,10,000) Sicca rupees per month, according to the currency of the province of Oude,
® oBy & brigade, is meant as folows—

% Two battalions of Europeans,
@ Six battalions of Sepoys, and
“ One company of artillery..

¢ The sxpence of the faid troops fhall be defrayed by the Vizier, from the timsp
© they fhall have pafled the burder of the province ; and exclufive of the above men.
@ tioned fum, no more on any account fhall be demanded from him. Should the Com~
¢ pany and the Englith chiefs have occafion to fend for the troops of the Vizier, the
@ Company, and the Englith chiefs, (hall alfo pay their expence in the like maunefie=
® Signed, fialed, and folemnly fworn to, by the contrailing parties, September thié
« 7th, 1773.”

® A fupply of troops for the congueft of Rohilcund.

his
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his fchemes, that had his refentrucats beer. keener, they would
bave been facrificed to its accomplifhment,

TuaT he might the more effectually prevent Englith merchants
or their agents from refiding or negociating in his country, the
Vizier obtained permiffion at this time to impofe large duties on
the importation of Bengal, and European merchandize. He had
witnefled the rapacious monopoly which the fecvants of the Coms
pany had exercifed in Bengal, and knew that many of the cala-
mities which had befallen that country, might be juftly afcribed to
the European affumption of its commerce, which had been con-
duted on terms fo partial to themfelves, that almoft every other
trader was obliged to purchafe an European name to cover his
property. It is faid, that when Shujah-ud-Dowlah has been fo-
licited to receive an Englifh merchant into his country, he has
offered him an immediate fum of money, rather than rifk the ad-
miffion of a fyftem that appeared wholly deftructive of the true
prindiples of trade.

On the conclufion of the Benares treaty, the Vizier carried his
armg againft the Mahrattah garrifons in the Duab; which he fe-
verally expelled; and extended his conquefts as far to the weftward
as the Fort of Jaunfy.* The main body of/the Mahrattah army
having moved into the Decan, without leaving a fufficient force to

® Jaunfy ftands on the weftern extremity of the Kalpy territory. See Rennell’s map,

maintain
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maintain their Duab poffeffions, they fell to the Vizier without re-
fitance. A large divifion of the country which he acquired in
this campaign, had pertained to Ahmed Khan Bungafh, the late
chief of Furruckabad, who was fucceeded by his adopted fon,
Muzzuffer Jung; a youth, whom the Mahrattas foon ftripped of
his moft valuable diftrits. The Vizier, to induce the neutrality of
the Patans of Furruckabad, during his Duab expedition, promifed
in the event of the’Mahrattah expulfion, to reftore to Muzzuffer
Jung all the territory that had been pofféﬂ'cd by Ahmed Khan.
That the condut of an Indian prince, in purfuit of a favourite
objedt, or in the gratification of his ambition, may be fpecifically
viewed, 1 will infert the Vizier’s treaty with Muzzuffer Jung, in
which is feen a folemn protetation made to God, the moft endear-
ing terms of friendfhip and affection pledged to man, boldly ufed
as the inftruments of treachery and difhonour. ‘The ceremony of
an oath is eftecemed amongft the prefent race of Mahometans, a
fhallow trite artifice, and is only adopted by thofe, who, from a
want of ftronger refource, are driven to the neceflity of adopting
fecondary aids.
Tue treaty fets forth, « That in confequence of the friend-
* fhip, that has for a long time fubfifted between Muzzuffer Jung,
* and my anceftors, and me, J have adopted him for my child.
¢ By the grace of God, I will do whatever may be for his good
% or advantage. I will confider his bufinefs, his friends, and his
% enemies, as mine; and until our latt breath, we engaze for our-
“ feives,
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¢ felves, and for our defcendants and fucceflors, that we will re-
* main united.—I fwear, by the Almighty God, by his Prophet,
“ and the Holy Koran, never to vary or depart from this treaty;
* upon condition that my beloved fon Muzzuffer Jung do adhere
¢ to it alfo on his’part. In witnefs whereof, thefe lines are writ-
“ ten in the ftyle of a treaty. By the grace of God, whenever
¢ the Mahrattas are conquered, and driven out of the country,
% and mine enemies expelled, I will deliver up to my dearly beloved
« fon, Muzzuffer Jung, the territories he formerly pofieffed, and
¢ which he has loft in the war, to the Mahrattas. Dated accord-
¢ ing to the Chriftian zra, January, 1774.”

SHujAH-uD-Dowran did expel the Mahrattas from the
Bungufh territory; but he did not fulfil the tenor of his treaty
with Muzzuffer Jung, to whom, on the fuccefs of the Mahratta
campaign, he gave a fmall fum of money, but no part of the
country which had been fo folemnly promifed.

Tre grand object of the Vizier's ambition had ripened into
maturity, and was now publicly avowed : — be applied to the Englifh
Government for a body of troops, to affift in the conqueft of Ro.
hilcund, the chiefs of which, he reprefented, had refufed to per-
form their engagements with him, and had ever been the inveterate
enemies of his houfe. “The Government appear to have been
deeply embarraffed by the Vizier's requifition : they faw the danger
of carrying their arms againft a remote and warlike people, and
they felt a difficulty in framing the caufe of a war againft a nation

from
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from whom they had received no injury.  After an indecifive de-
liberation of fome days, they confented to commit the unreferved
management of the Oude negotiation to the Governor.—He alfo
exprefled an averfion to extend the military operations of the
Englith to fo diftant a quarter, and propofed, that a demand of
fuch magnitude fhould be made for the aid required, that the Vi-
zier would neceffarily be induced to withdraw the application.
Conformably to this counfel, an Englith brigade was tendered to
the Vizier, for the purpofe of promoting the conqueft of Rohil-
cund ; on the condition of four lacks of rupees being paid to the
Company on the completion of the fervice, and th¢ monthly fub-
fidy of two lacks and ten thoufand rupees, during the refidence of
the troops in his dominions. The conduct of Government does
not authorize an inference that the Vizier would ultimately refufe
his affent to thefe terms ; for an order was difpatched to the factory
at Patna, direfting that the motions of a brigade ftationed in that
quarter, fhould, without further communication with the Prefi-
dency, be direfted by the future inftructions of the Vizier, who
was at the fame time advifed of the meafure that had been adopted.
—The Vizier, thus powerfully aided in the profecution of his fa-
vorite fcheme, conduéted his operations with celerity. The Go-
vernor had not informed the Council of the Vizier's defigns on
Rohilcund until the latter end of November,* yet the brigade

¢ 1773
Vor, L. : Y marched
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marched in the following January, and in the fhort fpace of about
three months,* the Rohillas were completely defeated in a pitched
battle that was fought in the centre of their country. Near five
thoufand of them were killed and wounded ; but the Jofs became
irretrievable by the death of their chief, who was flain in the ac-
tion. Hafiz Rhamut, though he bled in an honourable caufe,
merited a milder fate. He had never been the enemy of the
Englith, and he had prote&ted Shujah-ud-Dowlah at the loweft
ebb 4 of his fortunes.

ArTER the engagement, Fyze-ullah Khan retreated with a
large party of the routed army to Lall Dong,} where he took poft
on the fide of a fteep hill. The Vizier, accompanied by the
Englith brigade, invefted the intrenchments of the Rohillas, who
being reduced to various diftrefs, from a confined unhealthy
fituation, and ferving under a leader of no military talents, they
propofed earneft terms of accommodation to the Englith com-
manding officer ; who urged, and prevailed on the Vizier, after a
long ftruggle, to liberate Fyze-ullah, and cede to him a certain
territory in Rohilcund. This chief, before the war, held the
Jaguir of Rampour, rated at five lacks of rupees; but.this con-

8 The battle was fought on the 23d of April, 1774, near the village of Teflunah,
«=For the fituation, Vide Rennell’s map.
-4 Shujah-ud-Dowlzh, with his family, took refuge in Rohilcund after the battle of
Buxar.

3 The northern boundary of Rohilcund.

vention ®
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vention * invefted him with a revenue of fifteen lacks, and the
moft fertile quarter of Rohilcund.

Fyze-vrran Knan, having concluded the negotiation, which
was wholly effected by the Englith officer, with whom a counter-
part of the treaty was executed that the fanétion of the Company
might be obtained, he paid, according to a previous flipulation, a
gratuity of fifteen lacks of rupees to the Vizier. The change of

® « Whereas friendthip is eftablifhed between me afd Fyze-ullah Khan.—I give
¢ unto him R&m?our, and fome other diftriGts dependent thereon, altogether amount-
 ing to 14 lacks and 75,600 rupees yearly; and I direc that the faid Fyze-ullah
¢ Khan do on no account take into his pay above §000 foldiers. I engage, atall times
< and on all occafions, to preferve the honor of the faid Fy2c-ullah Khan, and to a&
“ for his good and advantage, on the condition, that he thall look to no other power
¢ but mine for fupport; that he engages to correfpond with no other ftate than the
¢ Englith. Our encmies and friends are mutual. Fyze-ullah Khan fhall affift me
4 with 2 or 3000 troops according to his ability. If I go in perfon on any expedition,
¢ or to any part of my dominions, Fyze-ullah Khan fhall attend me ; and as the num-
« ber of 5000 troops which Fyze-ullah Khan is allowed at ull times to keep up, is
& {mall, and he may be unable to bring them all into the field with him, in fuch cafe,
« [ will place from 2 to 4000 men under his command, that he may join me with be-
« coming dignity: the pay of thefe additional troops to be found by me. It is upon
4¢ the abovementioned confiderations that I confent to fettle upon Fyze-ullah Khan
¢ the_faid country, and engage to fupport his interefts. If he continue firm in the
4¢ performance of this treaty, by the grace of God, I never will be backward in con-
4 fulting his advantage and good.— He is to caufe all the Rohillas to crofs the river
« Ganges. Sworn by the Holy Koran, calling God and his Prophets to witnefs to
¢ the performance of thefe articles.”

Extrafted from the Bengal Gol. Champion'e Rujjeb 1188 Hegira,
Records of 1774 Seal, Olobery 37745 4. Do

Y2 the
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the fyftem of the Bengal Government which began to operate at
this time, and was hoftile to the councils of Shujah-ud-Dowlah,
might alfo have impelled him to a fpeedy conclufion of the Ro-
hilla treaty.

In the year 1783, Fyze ullah was liberated from all military
vaffalage to the Vizier, on the payment of a fum of money to the
Englith refident at Lucknow, which was applied to the fervice of
the Bengal Government.

But had Shujah-ud-Dowlah been permitted to purfue the
fyftem of policy which had been obferved to the other Rohilla
chiefs, Fyze-ullah' would at this day have languithed in poverty
and dependance. Happily for this chief and the refidue of his
nation who have now fertilized and made populous a large tract of
country, a powerful advocate came forth in their behalf, who
though the leader of a fubfidiary body, affumed in an honourable
caufe, the efficient power of protettion. The Vizier, in an acri-
monious complaint preferred againft this officer, obferves, ¢ that
“ as it had been his abfolute determination to extirpate the Ro-
«¢ hillas, and for that purpofe requefted the affiftance of the Eng-
* lifh troops, was it not highly improper in the commanding
“ officer, to enter into fuch a. correfpondence without his per-
« miffion ?” The Vizier had in truth refolved to deftroy the Ro-
hillas, or expel them ; and this refolution fhaped the whole form
of his condu& during the campaign in Rohilcund. He enter-

tained
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tained fo rooted a dread of this people from their valour and
haughty f{pirit, or perhaps a confcioufnefs of the injuries he had
already committed, that he would not permit thofe that were fub-
jected to remain in any part of his dominions.

ATt the clofe of this general defcription of the progrefs of the
Englith arms in Rohilcund, [ for the aids afforded by the Vizier can
fcarcely claim a notice,] I will infert fome obfervations on the ten~
dency and effeéts of our engagements with the Vizier in the reduc-
tion of that territory. It is manifeftly feen, that the Government
of Bengal were either unacquainted with the virtue and extent of
their compact with the Vizier, or that they avowedly affifted him
in ftripping one of their allies of his hereditary poffeflion. It was
roundly agreed to inveft the Vizier with the dominion of Rohil-
cund, the limits of which were carried to the mountains on the
north, and to the river Ganges on the weft. Yet a large trat of
the northern divifion of Rohlcund, was held by Zabitah Khan,*
with whom the Englith were at this time in alliance, and bound by
a‘treaty “ to confirm to him his ancient dominions, to confider
« him as a dependant on their favor, and that their friends and
* enemies fhould be mutual.”™

Tue Vizier, previoufly to the invafion of Rohilcund, had
brought over to his interefts Zabitah Khan; who though of the
Rohilla fect, and of near affinity to many of the chiefs, united

® The fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah,
with
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with the Vizier againft the caufc of his nation. But he was fe-
verely punifhed for his treachery, and the difthonorable connec.
tion he had formed; for the Vizier, after the completion of the
conqueft, afferting that Zabitah Khan had during the war main-
tained a correfpondence with the enemy, feized on all his terri-
tory eaft of the Ganges; and it remains at this day annexed to
the Government of Oude.

Tae conduét of the Vizier alfo to the family of Mohubullah
Khan,* evinces that every fentiment of honour and faith fell
before the impulfe of his ambition. This chief, who held the
town and diftricts of Biffouly, either from having been involved
in a domeftic conteft with thofe Rohilla ftates who appeared in
arms againft the Vizier, or from other motives, did not engage
in the war. Before the army moved into Rohilcund, he fued
the Vizier for protection in behalf of his family and property,
which the prince, in ftrong and unequivocal terms, pledged to
preferve in fafety and honour. On this faith, Mohubullah Khan
remained during the campaign at Biffouly; but on the Vizier’s
arrival at that placé, he was, with his family, thrown into a
rigorous confinement, pillaged of every article of value, and his
women were treated with a difgraceful feverity. In an addrefs of
Mohubullah to the Englith commanding officer, in which were
allo inclofed the original letters of the Vizier, granting an unre-

® The fon of Dhoandy Khan, who has been already noticed in the Rohilla fketches.
ferved



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 175

ferved protetion, he writes, « The Yizier has deprived us of our
“ country, of our riches, and even of our honour; and, not con«
“ tentcd with that, he is going to fend us prifoners to Fyzeabad.
“ We defire no country, no riches, no houfe; but at Biffouly are
“ the tombs of our family —near them, and under fome fhade,
“ we beg permiffion to pafs, as mendicants, the remainder of our
‘“ days. Relying on the Vizier's promifes, we remained in this
¢ country; otherwife, we fhould, like the other chiefs, have fled,
“ and preferved our charaéter and honour: thefe, with our effeéts,
¢ he has taken away ; and how he has difhonoured us, is known
“ to all.” ‘The Vizier is faid to have exercifed an Indecent rigour
towards the female prifoners of the Rohillas who fell into his
hands; and he is accufed alfo of having violated the chaftity of
fome women of the family of Hafiz Rhamut,* The laft allega-
tion is not fupported by any fubftantial authority ; nor indeed, are
fuch alts of outrage common amongft the moft intemperate Ma-
hometans ; who, however prone to other excefles, are not often
feen tearing afunder the veil of the haram.

Tne oppreflions and rapacity of the Vizier in the courfe of
the conqueft, affixed a deep ftain on the Englith charaéter. The
vanquithed naturally fuppofed, that the hand which had led him
to viftory, could have been efficiently exerted in reftraining his

® Shujah-ud-Dowlah was impreffed with fo lively a fenfe of indignation, at the
difgrace, as well as the injuftice of this charge, that he burft into tears, when he was
informed that it had been belicved by the Englifh commanding officer.

viojence.
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violence. 'The caufe fpecifically held out by the Vizier for making
war on the Rohillas, was their with-holding payment of the fum
which they had offered for the fervice of an Englith brigade. It
has been fhewn that the brigade did not arrive in Rohilcund at a
due feafon : for the Mahrattas had, in two fucceffive years, com-
mitted wide devaftations in that country, and were leaving it when
the Englith troops appeared. The arguments ufed by the Vizier,
in fupport of the invafion, were weakly maintained, on either a
principle of equity or reafon: and his purpofes might have been
effeCted without the exhibition of fo wretched a cloak. In coun-
tries where thc paths of reftitude and honour are more precifely
deferibed and adhered to than in Hindoftan, the political ufage of
princes does not widely deviate from the conduél purfued by Shu-
jah-ud-Dowlah in infuring fuccefs to his fchemes of ambition.
But what can be urged in vindication of the Englith, who, to
gratify a rapacious ally, and without even acquiring an adequate
benefit to the ftate, effeCted the deftruétion of a nation, againft

whom they could not fabricate a fpecious caufe of complaint ?
Tue fubjet of the Rohilla war hath already been fo widely
dilated by thofe who promoted, and thofe who have condemned,
the meafure, that I am fearful of giving difguft by any further
enlargement; nor does the difcuffion properly belong to the pur-
pofe of this effay: yet I cannot refrain from pointing at the ill
policy of the Englifh, in annexing Rohilcund to the dominion of
the Vizier. The injuftice of the al, with the fevere effects that
followed,
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followed, are now admitted by moft claffes of men ; and has im-
printed a deep ftain on the Britifh name in India. The Government
of Bengal, in afligning a reafon for invefting the Vizier with the
pofleffion of Rohilcund, afferted, that the more powerful this princc
became, the greater advantage would accrue to them from his al-
liance. The difpofition of Shujah-ud-Dowlah muft have been ill
known to the Englith, or they would not have urged fo frail an
argument. Jealous of authority, and infatiably ambitious, he had
already felt a keen refentment at the encroachments of Bengal on
his prerogative, and national power, the prefervation of which had
long directed the fpirit of his councils, and the aétions of his go-
vernment. The Rohilla nation formed a weighty counterpoife to
the real ftrength and reftlefs temper of the Vizier, who finding
himfelf checked by a people naturally interefted in keeping a vigi-
lant watch over his aftions, leaft they fhould fuffer by too great
an increafe of his power, muft have been neceflitated to depend
on the Englifh, to repel the encroachment or attacks of the Ro-
hillas, and the other northern ftates. Our pofieflions in India,
wrtually acquired by the fuperiority of arms, and the eminent abi-
lities of Britifh officers, can only be preferved, after maintaining
that fuperiority, by a fteady adhereace to the principles of juftice
and public faith,—virtues which did not confpicuoufly diftinguith
the laft negotiation with the Vizier: nor were the dictates of com-
mon policy confulted, unlefs the axiom becomes manifeft, which

Vor. L. Z even
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<ven the moft vifionary politician would ftartle at, that nations may
be linked together by the bonds of gratitude and friendfhip.

Suvjaun-uvp-DowrLan was yet employed in arranging the
affairs of the conquered province, when a diforder which had for
fome time afflicted him, broke out with fuch violence, that he was-
obliged to retire to Fyzeabad, where he died in the month of Ja-
nuary 1775, at the age of 46 years. His death was occafioned by a
venereal tumour, that had been unfkilfully treated by a French
furgeon, who adminiftered to him fo large a quantity of mercury,
that his ftrength, then nearly exhaufted, was overpowered by the
force of the medicine. The violence of the complaint had been
removed by a profeflional gentleman of the brigade, who ferved in
the Rohilla expedition ; but béing called into the provinces, the
eure was not completed. The difputes of the Vizier and the
Englith commanding officer, had arifen to fuch a pitch of inve-
teracy, that though the life of the Vizier was the pledge, and
ultimately the facrifice, he would not folicit the attendance of the
field furgeon.

SnujaH-up-DowLaHn died at a period when his thirft of do-
minion had been largely indulged, and his power had arifen per-
haps to its meridian height. The new members of the Bengal
Government who arrived in the preceding year,* were inimical to

® 1774
his
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his public interefts, and feemed even to bear an enmity to his per-
fon, The projets with which his mind teemed would foon have
matured, and produced the crifis of his fortune; when he would
cither have arifen into powerful independence, or funk into a fta-
‘tion lefs refpectable than that now occupiced by his fucceflor. His
views were difclofed with fo little referve, and he perfonally gave
fuch unequivocal teftimony of his future defigns, that his political
charalter was arraigned by all men of difcernment. He frequently
told his courtiers, that after the conqueft of Rohilcund, he would
penetrate into the territory of the Mahrattas, and take an exem-
plary vengeance for the ravages they had committed in Hindoftan.
He evinced alfo an anxious defire to attain the dire@ion of
affairs at Dehli, and controul the remains of military power yet
preferved to the houfe of Timur. But in this profpect he was
thwarted by Nudjef Khan, who had the office of captain-general,
and who had acquired, by his fuccefles in the field, an extenfive

4ra& of country wholly independant of the imperial authority.
Tue Englifh had been taught to believe, that Shujah-ud-Dow-
Tah, from a principle of felf-intereft, was attached to their nation;
that aware of the infufficiency of his own ability, either to encreafe
his dominion, or refift the attacks of an enemy, he would ulti-
mately depend on them for protection. However juft their opi-
nions might have been of the real firength and refource of this
prince, it would appear that he himfelf held them, (efpecially
when augmented by the conqueft of Rohilcund, and other ex-
Z2 pected
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pedted aids), adequate to the accomplifhment of purpofes, which
bore no relation to an Englith policy. His pride and ambition,
which were cxce”ive, had been mortified by many ats of the
Bengal Governmeat ; and the reftrictions impofed by the Allaha~
bad deputation, he deemed violently oppreflive, and an infringe-
ment of the treaty that had beeri made by Lord Clive. But con=
cealing his refentment with an admirable addrefs, he diligently
fearched for expedients to diffolve a conne&ion which placed him
in fo fubordinate a condition. Shujah-ud-Dowlah had felt, and
refolved to adopt, the European difcipline. Exclufive of the French
who were employed jn forming his troops, he had folicited a fupply
of Englifh officers to accomplifh his purpofe. But fubfequently
to the application, the Government of Calcutta had been new mo-
deled, and fecing it hoftile to his. interefts, he refufed the fervice of
any perfon who held a commiffion in the Englith army. I have
obtained an information, fupported by documents of fubftantial
authority,. but which I am not empowered to bring forward, that
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, in the laft moments of his life, was actively
employed in forming fchemes of independerce, and even purfuing
meafures to extirpate the Englith power in India. The French
officers in the fervice of this prince, improving on his ill humour
to the Englifh Government, reprefented to him that an alliance
with France might be made the effetual i-;ftrument of emancipat-
ing his country from controul, and enal:le him to profecute with

fuccefs his fchemes of conqueft. The Vizier eagerly hearkened to
this
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this Ianguage, and agreed to open the negotiation ; but the keen-
nefs with which he commenced it, prevented his feeing the diffi«
culties which would have obftructed its purpofe. It was ftipulated
by the agents at Oude, that a body of French troops fhould land
on the coaft of Cambay, and marching acrofs the upper part of
the peninfula, enter the weftern frontier of Oude. Had the Vizier
made the experiment, he would have witneffed the impratticability
of the proje&, and the vifionary fchemes of thefe French adven=
turers, But'a miniftry of France, it is to be prefumed, would
have altogether reje€ted the meafure, and have forefeen that the
attempt of conveying an European force over fo large a tract.of
country, inhabited by powerful military tribes, who entertain a
common jealoufy of Europeans, muft have been fruftrated by the
furrounding impediments. The fact which is now related, ftands
accompanied with fuch a variety of corroborating proofs, that I
am induced firmly to believe its authenticity. Shujah-ud-Dowlah
who felt the force of the Englith power both in its open and con~
cealed dire€tions, acted confiftently with the ftation he occupied,
in endeavouring to remove a preffure fo galling and difgraceful ;
and had he lived until a later period, when the Englifh nation in
India was encounteied by a hoft of affailants, and finking under an
accumulated load of inteftine calamities, we might have been fe-
verely punifhed for having too powerfully armed the hands of this
prince. His memory, I truft, will not be injured, if I place Shu-
jah-ud-Dowlah at the crifis adverted to, amongft the foremoft of

the
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the enemies of the Englifh; when, to the extent of his abilities,
he would probably have been feen making ftrong exertions to wipe
off his former difgrace, and gratify a private refentment.

Havine marked the more confpicuous outline of the tranfac.
tions of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, I will clofe it with fome defultory
obfervations on his charafter. In treating of the perfonal qualities
of this Prince, it muft be noticed, that they pertain to a native of
Hindoftan, whofe mind, fettered by religious prejudices and the
effelts of a narrowed education, is rarely incited to the fearch of
knowledge. ‘The fame ations which are countenanced, and even
applauded by a Mahometan, would in the European world be often
viewed with difguft, or fall under a fevere reprehenfion of the
Law. Under this preliminary fan&ion, it may with juftice be
faid, that the Prince who has been the fubjeck of this treatife, pofs
fefled a penetrdting underftanding, and an altive mind. His dife
pofition, when no grand objeét interpofed, had a general tendency
to promote the welfare of his {ubjects: and he was always averfe
to a&ts of barren cruelty.

In the year 176¢, Shujah-ud-Dowlah's revenue did not amount
to more than one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, and his
army had been fo much reduced by the effeéts of the defeat at
Buxar, that it was incapable of defending his territory ; yet at the
expiration of ten years, the period of his death, he held a domini-
on which produeed a revenue of three hundred and fixty thoufand
pounds; and he maintained in his fervice, one hundred thoufend

fighting
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fighting men. Whenit is admitted, that in the acquifition of do-
minion, in maintaining an important ftation amongft the flates
of India, and in the falutary government of his country, this
Prince difplayed an enlarged genius, it muft alfo be allowed, that
he derived a real ftrength, and a large portion of political con=
fequence, from the intimate conneftion he had formed with the
government of Bengal ; over which, he feemed, at one period,
to have exercifed a prevailing influence. Had Shujah ud-Dowlah
diffolved his Englith alliance, the fecurity of his country, and the
execution of his fchemes, would have chiefly depended on the force
of his army, and the ability of his officers; for he himfelf was not
endowed with the genius of a foldier. He wanted that valour, or
courage, which is ever fhewn in the event of common danger, and
at every feafon which requires its exertion: but when perfonal
ftrength, or fkill, was to decide the combat, Shujah-ud- Dowlah
had few equals. He rode, without fear, the moft unruly horfes ;
he would attack with the fword, match-lock, or the bow, in the
ufe of which weapons he was wonderfully expert, the moft firious
animal of the fild. This fpecies of courage he feems to have ac-
quired from his fkill in the ufe of arms, and in the ftrength and
altivity of his body. In fituations of indifcriminate danger; as
in the day of battle, he is faid to have been deficient in the ordi-
nary exertions of fortitude. Though Shujah-ud-Dowlah was the
oftenfible conductor of the Rohilla war, he evinced throughout
the campaign a marked pufillanimity ; and in the engagement

' with
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with Hafiz Rhamut, who like a brave foldier had occupied the
foremoft rank of the battle, Shujah-ud-Dowlah, fheltering himfelf
in the rear, is accufed of betraying evident figns of fear, which
were not wholly effaced, until he faw the fevered head of the Ro-
hilla chief.

Lixke the men of rank in Afia, he was courteous and affable,
had an infinuating addrefs, and accomplithed manners. ‘Thefe
qualifications, united with a large well-formed perfon, and a hand-
fome countenance, gave him powerful advantages, as well in his
intercourfe with foreign agents, as in the adminiftration of his own
government. With a foothing. flow of language he could calm
the moft outrageous claimants, who though aware of the fatility of
the language, feldom left his prefence but under the impreflion of
a momentary pleafure. He had acquired an extenfive knowledge
in the praétice of every fpecies of deceit, and he could perform with
facility every charatter that was neceffary to conduct the various
purpofes of delufion or treachery. Though capable of executing
the fubtileft fcheme of intrigue, he was fubjeét to occafional emo-
tions of anger, which have frequently clouded his countenance at
feafons when they were hoftile to his views. In his family, he
performed the duties of 4 mild, indulgent parent, and a kind mater.
When an obje& of policy called for pecuniary diftribution, he
could lavifh with a liberal hand; but generofity did not form a
fixed part of his difpofition: He was equally rapacious in ac-
quiring, as fordid in preferving wealth. Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s ex-

cefles
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cefles in venery, which knew no controul, led him to commit
altions derogatory from his ftation, as well as pernicious to his
health; and even when his diforder had produced an irrecoverable
ftage of difeafe, he continued to indulge in a promifcuous ufe of
women. His haram was filled with wives and concubines, to the
number, it is faid, of eight hundred, from whom were born to
him fifty children.—Mirzah Arnany, afterwards entitled Afoff-ud-
Dowlah, was the eldeft legitimate fon, and fucceeded to the eatire
dominion of Oude without tumult or oppofition.

Vor. I Aa CONTI-
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CONTINUATION OF THE LETTERS.

——-—*.

LETTER IX

Bellafpour, 22d February, 1783.
DEAR SIR,

BEFORE I leave our Indian world, let
me, through you, make an acknowledgment for the many cordial
marks of friendfhip, and the kind affiftance, I have received,
throughout every ftation in the provinces, The gentlemen of
Bengal have been long noted for their hofpitable conduét to ftrane
gers ; and in mine own inftance, I can teftify that they amply merit
the commendation. The reward due to a difpofition fo happily
framed, they enjoy to a large extent ; they experience thofe heart-
felt pleafures which arife from the exercife of humane and liberal
offices, and which ever convey an abundant recompence for the in-
conveniencies fuftained in their gratification.—Having difcharged,

Aaz to
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to the beft of my ability, this indifpenfable duty, 1 proceed to give
you an account of my journey hither.

On the 8th of February, I left Rampour, and arrived at Mo-
radabad—ten cofles. This town, ffanding on the banks of the
river Ramgunga, is fituated in the Vizier’s country, which is fepa-
rated from the diftricts of Fyze-ullah, a few miles to the north-
wef} of it, by the river Ramgunga. Moradabad was once a place
of diftinétion ; but like many other places which once came under
that defcription in Hindoftan, is at this day greatly decayed.
Having frequently feen rupecs of the coinage of Moradabad, and
thofe of a very general currency, I apprehiend that an extenfive
mint has been eftablifhed at this place. A hot bath is now amongft
the few remains of its grandeur, in which, with great ceremony, I
performed the Mahometan ablutions ; being received amongft my
new brethren, as a Moghul officer, employed in the Vizier's
fervice.

Earry on the next morning, I left Moradabad, and arrived,
under an intenfely hot fun, at the village of Aumruah—twelve
coffes. On the day of my departure from Rampour, I had a com-
plete view of the lofty range of northern mountains, whofe fum.
mits are covered with perpetual fnows: they extend nearly in a
parallel from eaft to weft, and form, I fhould imagine, the north-
ern barrier between Hindoftan and Thibet. To know the opinion
of the people concerning this extraordinary appearance, I enquired
of a fellow-traveller, the caufe of fo confpicuous a whitencfs. He

faid,



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 189

faid, that it proceeded from a particular fort of clay, with which
the hills in that quarter were covered. I foon perceived that the
tafk of explaining the real eaufe would have been equally arduous
with an attempt of making him acquainted with the properties of
the magnetic- needle; fo, exprefling my furprize at the fingular
quality of the earth,.I left him, flattered, no doubt, with the im-
portance of his communication. The moft ftriking object to be
feen at Aumruah, is the body of a notorious robber, which, fuf-
pended by the heels from a tree, affords an ufeful fpetacle of ter-
ror. Travelling is by no means attended with danger in this part
of India, as may be proved by my example :* for'in no part of the
roads from Benares to this place, though chiefly alone, did I meet
with impediment or ill ufage; and I (hould hold myfelf guilty of
an injuttice, did I not unrefervedly declare, that the inhabitants
treated me with civility, and, ufually, with kindnefs.

O~ the 11th, at Chandpour—:2 coffes. Finding the want
of a fervant fubjected me to various inconveniences, efpecially from
the diflike of the Serauce keepers to rub down my horfe, which is
I believe, the only fcruple they entertain, I took into my fervice an
old foldier, who by his own ftory had been engaged in many a
fell encounter : nor did his figure belye it, for amongft the numer-
ous defperate marks of his profzflion, he bore one on his face which
had wholly excavated the right eye.

On the 11th, at the village of Burroo~—twelve coffes. This
place affords no public accommodation for paffengers : but the

pompous-
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pompous language of the old warrior, who entitled me a Moghul
officer of the Vizier's, going to join the army then forming againft
the Sicques, procured a hofpitable reception; nor did he fail to
reap the advantage of our borrowed charaéter.

O~ the 12th, at Najebabad —eleven coffes. Najeb-ud-Dowa
lah,* who built this town, faw that i*s fituation would facilitate
the commerce of Kafhmire, which having been diverted from its
former channel of Lahore and Dehli, by the inroads of the Sicques,
Mabhrattas, and Afghans, took a courfe through the mountains at
the head of the Punjab, and was introduced into the Rohilla coun-
try throngh the Lall Dong pafs. This inducement, with the defire
of eftablifhing a mart for the Hindoos of the adjacent mountains,
probably influenced the choice of this fpot ; which otherwife is not
favorable for the fite of a capital town, being low, and furrounded
with fwampy grounds. About a year after the death of this chief,
the fort of Najeb Ghur, which is contiguous to the town, was
attacked by the Mahrattas, who had compelled Shah Alum, the
reigning emperor, to accompany their army. The garrifon made
a good defence, and would not, it is faid, have furrendered, had
Zabitah Khan, the fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, then lying in the
neighbourhood with a refpe&able force, moved to its affiftance.
But without offering to face the enemy, or throw any relief into
the fort, he croffed the Ganges, and fought fhelter in Ghous Ghur.

® The chicf who has been already mentioned in the Rohilla tracl,
Since
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Since that period, or rather fince the death of its founder, Najeba-
bad has fallen from its former importance, and feems now chicfly
upheld by the languithing trade of Kafhmire.

A sMaLL karavanferah, the only one in the place, being occu-
pied, I thought myfelf fortunate in getting admittance into a
cook’s fhop, where kabaubs * and ftewed beef were drefled in fa-
voury tafte, and all the news-mongers, idlers, politicians, and dif-
banded foldiers, of the quarter, refort. Whilft I was eating my
mefs, a boy came in and - afked, if any travellers were going to
Jumbo or Kafhmite, as the kafilah 4 would depart on the next
day. On enquiring particularly into the ftate &f this intelligence,
Tlearned, that about one hundred mules, laden with raw filk, and
cotton cloths, and ordinary callicoes, for the Jumbo } market,
had already moved to the fkirts of the town. Having been fur-
fifhed with a Ietter to a banker at Najeb Ghur, who has the ge.
neral charge of difpatching kafilahs, I was introduced by him to
the merchants, who received me without hefitation. When in-
terrogated on the fcore of my bufinefs, I defcribed myfelf as a Turk,
going to Kafhmire to purchafe fhauls. The Turkifh language
being in thefe parts wholly unknown, and as traders of various
nations often carry into Kafhmire bills, or fpecie only, my ftory

* Meost minced and drefled in the manner of what culinary language calls, for.cd-
weat balls  but kebaub, in a general fenfe, is any roafted food.

4 Karavan, — Xaflah is the term peculiar to India and Perfia,

$ A town fituate about 200 miles to the S, E. of Kathmire,

obtained
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obtained a general credit. After a mature confideration of the
perfonal qualities of my fervant, which, poor fellow, had beén
much impaired by time and adverfe fortune, they were condemned
as altogether unfit for the fervice that lay before us; and one of
the paffengers ill-naturediy obferved, that a man fhould have all
his cyes about him who attempted to penetrate into Kafhmire.
To fill up this vacancy, ( for drgading the difficulties of the journey,
he himfelf exprefled a reluctance to proceed), I had the good for-
tune to obtain a Kathmirian, who was at all points qualified for
my purpofe. He had travelled through a great part of India and
Afghaniftan, and I foon difcovered, that together with an infinite
refource in every embarrafiment, he poffeffed a fund of curious
hiftory, which he did not fail to embellifh with a large fhare of
humour and vanity. But I will fum up his eulogy, and at once
tell you that he was, take him for all in all, one of the beft fervants
X had ever known ; and could I have acquired the art of qualifying
a rather too redundant fhare of acidity and warmth of difpofition,
he would have proved a treafure to me. Being well verfed in all
the fcheme of an Indian journey, he made the neceffary prepara-
tions, and took on him every trouble ; fo I could now freely in-
dulge my pleafures, which centred chicfly in hearing and telling
ftories, and fmoaking my pipe.

ON the 14th, at Ramnaghur —nine coffes. This village is in
ruins, but having a large well of water, it is ufually made the firf®
northern halting place from Vajzibabad;

' On
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On the 15th, at Lall Dong—eight coffes. 'The ftation where
Fyze-ullah, as has been noticed, took poft after the Rohilla bat-
tle,.—Lall Dong is the northern limit of this fide of the Vizier’s
territory, which is feparated from Siringnaghur by a rivulet, A
detention at this place for the adjuftment of fome kafilah accounts,
gives me an opportunity of drawing a fketch of the furrounding ob-
Jeéts, and the ceconomy of a karavan,

THE country from Najeb Ghur to this frontier is chiefly a
wafte, over-run with low wood, and is ill fupplied with water,
there being none in the fpace from Ramnaghur to the neighbour-
hood of Lall Dong. The inhabitants fay, that in the time of
Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the land now overgrown with wood, was a
cultivated plain; but fuch is the precarious ftate of the native ter-
ritories of Hindoftan, from the inert difpofition which, with little
deviation, pervades the body of the people, that its welfare muft
largely depend on the ability and executive talents of one man;
and. a fucceffion of able rulers, being a rare event in the hiftory of
nations, we are not tv wonder at the ruinous ftate into which
many of the moft valuable provinces of Hindoftan have fallen.
But on the other hand, the efforts of an active prince, are ever
followed by rapid fuccefs. Habitations are at a moderate expence
fpeedily ercéted, and the implements of agriculture are of fo fimple
and cafy a couftruétion, that moft hufbandmen, with a very fiu. Il
help of an artificer, can make their own machines.

Tue greateft extent of plain, and that was limited, lying on

Vor. L Bb the
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the north fide of the rivulet, the kafilah encamped on the Siring-
naghur quarter, where we were all feen bufily engaged in preparing
for the enfuing journey of three days, which lay through a foreft.
The weather during the day, growing now extremely hot, it was
neceffary to provide fome covering in fubftitute of a tent. I there~
fore made a purchafe of a large black kummul, or blanket, which
being flantingly extended over a flight bamboo frame, compofed
of a ridge pole upheld by two fupporters, and faftened below by
fmall pins, formed a commodious and portable lodging. My bag-
gage, correfponding with the ftrength of my horfe, was compofed
of a thin mattrafs, a quilt, a canvas portmanteau, containing a few
fhifts of linen, which fupplied alfo the place of a pillow, and the
aforementioned kummul. Thefe neceflaries, with an oil bag car-
ried by the Kafhmirian, afforded a fufficient accommodation ; nor
fhould any perfon travelling in my manner, have more equipage.
A larger will raife unfavorable conjectures, and fubject him to fre-
quent inveftigation, delay, and taxes.

On the 22d, the kafilah moved, and penetrating fix coffes,
through the mountains, by a north-weft courfe, halted for the
benefit of its water, near a fmall ftream. In this day’s journey, I
had many occafions of fecing that our mules * were ftrong and
fure-footed. It was wonderful to obferve the eafe and dexterity
with which thefe animals, heavily laden, clambered up fteep and

® They are brought into the northerg parts of India, from Afghaniftan,

rugged
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rugged paths, The proprietors of the goods, chiefly refidents of
Benares, Lucknow, and Furruckabad, had appointed agents to
accompany the kafilah, who are not the ultimate venders of the
merchandize, but contract to deliver it, and pay the different du-
ties at fome dcffined mart, ‘To fhelter the packages from the in-
clemency of the weather, a fmall complement of tents is provided,
as it rarely happens that a kafilah halts at any inhabited place. A
plentiful fupply of water, and a plain for the accommodation of
the cattle, is all that is fought for, The carriers fay alfo, that a
plain more cffectually fecures them againft theft.

On the 23d, proceeded g coffes further into the foreft, and
halted near a large water courfe. This day an occurrence hap-
pened which involved me in a ferious difficulty. The intenfe heat
of the weather, and the fatigue of walking over a tra&t of deep
fand, induced me, after paffing it, to indulge in my pipe. During
this regale, which I enjoyed under the fhade of a tree, the kafilah
had gone out of fight. The ground in front being thickly covered
with leaves, no appearance of a road was difcernible ; and my
horfe, when 1 mounted, was fo much alarmed, that he would not,
but with great reluétance, move in any direftion. Whether the
animal, from any inftin&tive power, perceived the embarrafiment
of our fituation, or that its organs of fmell were fenfible of the
effluvia which is emitted from the body of moft wild beafts, I will
not prefume to determine: though I was induced.to afcribe its
agitation to the firft caufe, having been once placed in a fimilar

Bba fituation,
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fituation, with the differcnce, that no animals of prey, or of the
large fize, were in the neighbourhood. ~After traverfing the foreft
in various directiors without perceiving the appearance of tract or
habitation, or the veftige of any creature, except great quantities
of elephants durg, I, at length, fell into a narrow path, which
leading through a long fpace of woody defart, brought me to a
village; whence the people with much kindnefs conduéted me to»
our halting place.

On the 24th, at Jumah, a few fcattered houfes— four coffes.
This hamlet lies within a mile of the Ganges, which, there, has
nearly a fouthern courfe, and is about two hundred yards broad ;
with a depth of water from ten to fifteen feet. About half a mile
below the place of paffage, is a bed of rocks, extending from the
caft fide more than half way acrofs the river, on which the ftream
breaks with fome force. The Ganges doth not here, as in your
more happy land, roll its tide through a country fpread with fertile
plains and populous villages, whofe inhabitants live in peace and
plenty. Here, a thick gloomy foreft, tenanted only by the beats
of the field, fkirts it on the eaftern fide; and on the other, an
uncultivated flat, over-run with low wood.

On the 25th, croffed the river at the ferry of Nackerghaut,
which is about twelve miles above Hurdwar ; the kafilah being to
remain fome days at Jumah, I quitted it, and, accompanicd by
the Kafhmirians, I joined a fmall party of merchants carrying
cotton to the town of Nhan. The officer ftationed on the weftern,

fide
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fide of the Ganges for the colle&tion of cuftoms, laid me under a
contribution of two rupees; alledging, that as I feemed to travel
much at my eafe, I muft be well enabled to pay that fum. It was
to little purpofe urging that I did not poflefs any property on which
duties could be. collected, or the juftice of levying a tax on a tra-
veller. My argument was held wholly inadmiffible, and that of
the cuftom-houfe officer being fupported by a party of match.lock
men, I gave up, with decent refignation, the unequal conteft,
When the long roll of galling taxes impofed on other nations,
efteemed more enlightened and humane than the mountaineers of
Siringnaghur, is confidered, we fhall probably not judge the meafure
rigorous, which obliges thofe riding at their cafe to contribute to
the relief of a ftate that affords a fafeguard to their perfons by its
falutary government.

ON the z6th, arrived at the village of Khalfawala — feven
coffes. The kafilah halted this day on a pleafant green plain ad-
joining to the village, and fkirted by a wood, through which a
tranfparent ftream flowed in many a winding channel. From its
alluring appearance, though the weather was cold, I was induced
to bathe; and to prevent interruption, I ftrayed into the thickeft
part of the wood, which I found abounding in peacocks, and a
variety of other birds, one of which refembled the common fowl,
but of a fimaller fize, and of very active flight.

Ox the 28th, at Dayrah, the refidence of the deputy of the
Siringaaghur rajah  This fmall town, which is populous and

neatly



108 FORSTER'S TRAVELS,

neatly built, may be called the capital of the lower divifion # of
Siringnaghur, which includes a fpace of level country lying between
a chain of fcattered hills on the fouth, and the larger range of
northern mountains. The Sicques have an unreftrained accefs
into thefe parts through the fouthern hills, which are broken by
fmall valleys; and, fearing no oppofition from Zabitah Khan,
they can at pleafure penetrate into the lower diftricts of Siringna-
ghur. The chief refides at a town bearing the common name of
the territory, which lyes, I am informed, about one hundred miles
to the north, and by the eaft of Lall Dong. The inadtivity of
the prefent rajah has enabled the Sicques to exact from this
country a regular tribute4 Of what fuperior courage and re-
fource was that chief of Siringnaghur, who, in defiance of Aue
rungzebe, the moft powerful prince of his time, protetted the fon }
of Dara, brother of the emperor, and his deadly foe, regardlefs of
every menace. But he fell to the facra fames auri, the moft de-
firu&tive evil, my friend, which Pardora’s box let loofe upon the
fons of man. It hath often armed the fon againft the father, hath
fown diffention in the marriage bed, and broken the tye of honour,
and the bonds of friendfhip.

To adjuft the account of the Siringnaghui cuftoms, the kafi-
lah halted until the 15th, when we proceeded to Kheynfapoor w

@ It is called the duene, or low country,
+ Said to be four thoufand rupees annually,
t See Bernier’s account of Sipahi Sheko’s retreat into Snmgnnghur.

ten
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ten coffes. At this place, I faw two Sicque horfemen, who had
been fent from their country to receive the Siringnaghur tribute,
which is collefted from the rev(cn'tle of certain cuftom-houfes.
From the manner in which thefc men were treated, or rather
treated themfelves, I frequentiy wifhed for the power of migrating
into the body of a Sicque for a few wecks — fo well did thefe
cavaliers fare. No fooner had they alighted than beds were
provided for their repofe, and their horfes were fuppiied with
green barley pulled out of the field. The kafilah travellers were
contented to lodge on the ground, and exprefled their thanks for
permiflion to purchafe what they required ; — fuch is the dif-
ference between thofe who were in, and thofe who were out of

power.
On the 6th of March croffed the Jumna, and halted on the

weftern banks — eight coffes. It flows with a clear ftream to
the fouth-eaft, and has about the fame breadth with the Ganges.®
Fith abound in this part of the Jumna, as I myfelf faw ; but I
befieve the adjacent inhabitants do not ufe any means of catch-
ing them, No culrivation is feen in the vicinity of the Jumna,
though a fpacious plain extends on the weftern fide, and might be
watered without much difficulty from the river. The Siringna-
ghur territory, which here terminates, is bounded on the north
and the north-eaft, by the diftriéts of independent Hindoo Rahahs;

® It is to be noticed, that I crolled thefe rivers at the feafon of their loweft cbb,
on
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on the fouth, by Oude; on the weft and north-weft, by the
Jumna; and the fouth-weft, by the dominions of the Sicques.
From Lall Dong to the Ganges, the country forms with little in-
terruption a continued chain of woody hills. The elephant,
which abounds in thefe forefts, but of a fize and quality inferior
to that found in the Chittagong and Malay quarters, is here only
valued for its ivory. From the Ganges to the Jumna, the road
lies through an extenfive valley, of a good foil, but thinly inha-
bited, and interfperfed with wood. The food of the people is
wheaten bread and peafe, the latter being ufually made into a foup ;
and, believe me, that in the courfe of my life I never eat a meal
with a higher relith. Vigorous health, indeed, daily labour, and
a clear air, will recommend to the appetite worfe things than
wheaten cakes and peafe-foup. The attempt to alcertain the re-
venue of a country in which I have been fo curfory a fojourner,
would be prefumptuous, I will therefore generally fay, that Sir-
ingnaghur is computed to give an annual produce of about twenty
lacks of rupees. The officer on the weftern fide of the Jumna,
taxed me in the fum of two rupees ; alledging, that being merely
a paffenger, and unconneted with any traffic from which an
advantage would arife to the country, that I was taxable in
myfelf. ‘The fame argument being held as at the Siringnaghur
pafs, and efteeming myfelf fortunate at falling under no minuter

notice, I paid the fine with pleafure,
On the #th, at Karidah — cight coffes : and on the 8th, at
Coleroon
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Coleroon — feven coffes, — hamlets of a few houfes. Here two
Kafhmirians, a Sunaffee,* myfelf and fervant, quitted the kafilah,
and on the gth, arrived at Nhan — eight coffes ; the refidence of
the chief of a territory of the fame name; and who on the day of
our arrival, made a public entry into the town after a long abfence.
A divifion of the Nhan country extends to the fouthward of the
head of the Punjab, and bordering the country of the Sicques, they
agreeably to a conduét obferved with all their weaker neighbours,
took poffeflion of it. The Rajah armed himfelf to recover the
diftri€ts in queition, but after a defultory warfare in which he ac-
quired much military credit, he was obliged to fue for peace ; nor
were the conquered lands reftored until he confented to remit a
tribute of two thoufand rupees to a certain Sicque chief. This
fum you will doubtlefs deem trifling, and it is fo in your country,
where fpecic is plenty, and the mode of living conformably
luxurious and extravagant. But amongft thefe mountaineers,
whofe manners are rude and fimple, who feck for little elfe than
the neceflaries of life, which are produced to them in great abun.
dance, this amount is important, and to colleét it, requires even
oppreflive exertion.

Tae inhabitants, and the foreign merchants of the town, were
laid under a fevere contribution for the maintenance of this war ;

® The name of a Hindoo tribe, chiellly compoled of mendicants ; though I have
feen a Sunaffce conduling an extenfive commerce,

Vor. L Cc and
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and the chief having now difcovered the weight which the people
¢an bear, it is probable that he will continue to reap the benefit of
the impoft, though the caufe is removed. 'The Rajah of Nhan
made an entry into his capital, not as Alexander entered Babylon,
but with fome dozen horfemen, forrily clad, and very flenderly
mounted. Had they indeed been better equipped, both themfelves
and horfes would have fhewn to little advantage, after clambering
up at leaft fix miles of a fteep mountain, on the fummit of which
the fmall, though neat, town of Nhan ftands. This chief, a
handfome young man, of a bright olive complexion, and taller
than the middle fize, was dreffed in a veft of yeHow filk, and a
red turban ; and he was armed with a fabre, a bow, and a quiver
of arrows. Though he has made them groan with exactions, he
is a great favourite of the people. But he is young and brave,
and he liberally difburfes what he extorts, The joy invariably ex-
preffea by the crouds who came to congratulate his fafe return;,
gave me a fenfible pleafure. They faluted him without noife or
tumult, by an inelination of the body, and touching the head with
the right hand ; hailing bim at the fame time their father and pro-
tetor. The chief, whilft paffing, fpoke to them in terms affec-
tionate and interefting, which, like a ftroke of magick, feemed in
an inftant to erafe every traec of grievance. Such were the advan-
tages which pleafing manners and a liberality of temper, joined to
the other alluring qualities of a foldier, gave to this piince; and
will, unfortunately for therr fubjects, give to every prince of fimilar

endowments
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endowments on the face of the earth. Would it not be more
produltive of the welfare of mankind, that inftead of thefe clin-
quant virtues, a defpotic ruler poffeffed a difpofition thoroughly
impregnated with vice ; that with his tyranny, he united cowardice
and envy, avarice and arrogance ? The fubjes of fuch a prince,
would be the fooner impelled to break the difgraceful yoke, and
by a fuccefsful example, promote the general caufe of civil liberty.
A specizs of fafcination I find has now caught me, and I
cannot quit the ground without introducing on it, which I do
with a profound reverence for his memory, and entreating forgive-
nefs of his fhade for claffing him in fuch company,the illuftrious
Julius Cefar, who may be quoted to confirm the truth of the
foregoing pofitien. Cato’s fuppofed refletion on the character of
this hero, concludes with imprecating his virtues, for they had
ruined his country. No fat of ancient or modern hiftory, has,
perhaps, given more literary pleafure, than the life of Cafar; nor
perhaps is any record of the ancient annals better authenticated,
Had that great man reftored with peace, the liberty of his country ;
had Ceafar cherithed the fire of the Roman fenate, he would have
had no parallel on earth, Yet, ¢ if Cxfar did wrong, he fuf-
« fered grievoufly for it."—An exemplary humanity, of rare
growth in his day, was the native virtue of Cafar, and is ever the
genuine attendant of a great foul. The humane exercife of power
throws even a luftre on characters that elfe would deferve our re-
proach ; “but it adorns the foldier with unfullied radiancy, and.
Cc2 imparts
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imparts to his laurels a bloom, which otherwife are viewed with
horror, and exhibit only a badge of cruelty and rapine.

On the rath, at noon, I left Nhan, and that evening halting.
at the village of Salcannah, fituate at the bottom of the hill, and
four coffes diftant from the town. In this quarter I firft faw, fince
I Ift Europe, the fir tree,* and the willow, which, as in our
country, delights in hanging over a ftream. From the top of the
Nhan hill, the plains of Sirhend prefent a wide profpect to the
fouth-eaft, fouth, and fouth-weft : the view to the northward is
terminated at a fhort diftance by fnowy mountains. Little danger
being now incurred from travelling in fmall bodies, as the moun-
tains compofe a barrier againft the depredations of the Sicques or
ether marauders, our party from this place to Bellafpour was
fmall. To affit my fervant I had entertained a Kathmtrian trader
in fmall wares, who accompanied me from Najeb Ghur; -and he
was at all times a ufeful and a pleafant companion.

On the 13th. at Sudowra — twelve coffes; a village on a high
hill of fteep afcent. The road this day led through a woody and
mountainous country, abounding, we were told, with a variety of
wild beafts. A tyger had newly marked our path with the im-
preflion of his feet, and being then informed that this creature al-
ways attacks animals in preference to men, I immediately dif~
mounted, and led my poor little horfe. The tyger, and I belicve

® That fpecies of it called the Scots fir,

generally,
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generally, the feline fpecies, poflefs but a finall fhare of courage,
and feldom openly feizes-its prey ; but, lurking in concealment,
attacks by furprife, and if unfuccefsful fteals away into a hiding
place without returning to the onfet ; and, in contradiftintion to
the canine fpecies, whofe great ftrength lies in the jaw, the feline
fteike their prey with the fore fect and talons. It is faid that a
tyger having once tafted human flefh, becomes fond of it, and
gratifies his appetite when it can be done without encountering
any confpicuous danger. Yet it would appear, that aH animals
have a dread of man, which proceeding from the novelty of his
appearance, or perhaps fome inftinctive fear of his powers of
offence, prompts them, when not furious with hunger, to fhun
the conteft. — This evening, I was comfortably lodged in the front
of a Hindoo retail fhop, where an excellent mefs of peafe and
wheaten cakes was ferved up to us. Pray excufe me for noting
this domeftic concern, which is to me of great moment; for by
fuch wholefome meals, my ftrength was unimpaired, and my daily
progrefs made with vigour. Covered quarters during the night
was what we anxioufly fought after, but did not always obtain.
The Hindoos, though hofpitably difpofed to travellers, are averfe
to admitting Mahometans, whom they hold unclean, into any part
of their houfes.

On the 14th, at Lawafah —fix coffes; —a few fcattered
houfes. This day’s journey confifted in climbing fteep moun-
tains, and though my little horfe was as active as a goat, I was

obliged,
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obliged, from the almoft perpendicular height, to walk the greateft
part of the way. For the benefit of fuch travellers who may come
within your knowledge, and be difpofed to purfue my track, you
muft inform them that the fhop-keeper at Lawafah is a great
rogue, a noify wrangler, and mixes a great quantity of barley
with his wheat-meal. As he is the only man of his profeffion
in the place, there is no remedy for the evil but laying in a ftock
at Sudowra, where they will find honeft treatment, and lodging
to boot. Though it is not very probable that this recommenda-
tion will be of material ufe to the honeft man at Sudowra, yet I
fecl a pleafure in mentioning his goodnefs to me.

On the 15th at Coultie — nine coffes ; — two or three fcat-
tered houfes,. The Nhan country is bounded here by the fmall
diftri& of Bojepour, which depends on the Bellafpour chicf. — On
the 16th, halted on the bank of a nulla— feven coffes. Met on
the road a Kafhmirian family, confifting of a goldfmith, his wife,
and fome children, who were travelling to fome town on the bor-
ders of Thibet, wher: they intended to fettle.

O~ the 17th, ac Kunda, a fmall village — eight coffes, and
about five miles to the north-weft of Durmpour, the refidence of
the chief of a fma)l diftrict, generally fubject to the authority of
the Bellafpour government. At Durmpour I paid a duty of two
rupees for pafling my horfe

On the 13th, at Gowrah —nine coffes. I halted during the
heat of the day ncar a water mill, the firft I had feen in India.

It was
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It was contrii€ted on the principle of the like machine in Europe,
but of more fimple mechanifm and coarfer workmanfhip. About
two o'clock in the morning, I obferved an eclipfe of the moon,
the body of which continued partially fhaded for near two hours,
In the evening, our little party went to a farmer’s cottage, where
we folicited permiffion to lodge our baggage, and to fleep under
one of his fheds. The farmer candidly faid, looking ftedfaftly in
my face, which he feemed not to like, that he was apprehenfive that
an out-fide lodging would not fatisfy us. It was with much diffi-
culty he would believe that we had fought his houfe only for fhelter,
and it was not until the Kafhmirian had fhewn him fome fmall
wares for fale, that we were fuffered to occupy the front of his
houfe. The diftri&ts of Hundah and Gowrah, are denominated
the Barrah Tukrah.* being certain portions of territory bequeathed
by a chief of Bellafpour to his younger fon, fome fifty years ago.
Thefe petty ftates are ill governed, and it is only among them that
the traveller, from the Ganges to Kafhmire, incurs the ritk of
being pillaged.

ON the 1gth, at the Village of Tayanaghur — ten coffes. On
the 2oth, at Bellafpour — twelve coffes, the refidence of the Rance
or female ruler of the Kalour territory. ‘This town ftands cn the
fouth-eaft fide of the Setloud or Sutludge, the moft cafterly of the
five rivers, from which the name of Punjah + is given to the trat of

# A term in the Hinduee, fignifying twelve portions.
4 A Perfian word, fignifying five waters.
country



208 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

country extending from Sirhend to the Indus. The Setloud,
very rapid ftream, is at this place about onc hundred yards broad.
Bellafpour is a well built town, and exhibits a regularity not often
feen in thefc parts, The ftreets are paved, though rather roughly ;
and the houfes, conftruéted of ftone and mortar, have a neat ap-
pearance. Kalour is bounded to the northward by the Kangrah
diftricts ; to the eaftward by a large tralt of country called Buf-
feer; to the fouthward by Nhan; and to the weftward by the
Punjab; and its revenue is faid to amount to twelve lacks of
rupees. On my arrival at Bellafpour, I found the Ranee engaged
in a war with the chief of Kangrah, on the limits of whofe country
her army was then encamped. It may not edify or perhaps enter-
tain you to know the caufe of this fell difpute, which however
had taken fuch poffeflion of the minds of the mountaineers, and
to them was fo important an event, that they feemed to think the
hills and forefts of Bellafpour the feat of univerfal war. The
fiege of Troy, and the conflits on the Scamander, would have
appeared as mere fkirmifhes to thefe fylvan heroes ; and they pro-
bably would have allowed no other degroe of compariion, than
that women were the caufe of them both. But as I myfelf became
involuntarily interefted in their ftory, and having little other
matter to communicate, I am induced to intrude a fketch of it on

your patience,
To deduce this eventful matter 25 ovo, I muft call your atten-
tion to the Days of Acbar, who is faid to have been the firft Maho-
. metan
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metan prince who reduced the northern mountains of Hindoftan
to the obedience of the empire. Towards the northern limit of
Kalour, is a ftrong hold on an eminence, called the Kote Kan-
grah, the redution of which detained Acbar, who commanded the
expedition in perfon, a whole year, according to the tradition of
this quarter. To reward one of his officers who had fignalized
himfelf in this fervice, he beftowed on him the captured fort, with
a confiderable fpace of adjacent territory. The defcendants of this
chief who are of the Sheah’s fe&t of Mahometans, continued in
the pofieffion until the prefent period, when the Rajah of Kangrah,
on fome pretence, laid the diftriCts wafte, and beficged the fort.
Unable himfelf to repel the Enemy, the Mahometan folicited the
aid of the Bellafpour Ranee, who with the fpirit of a heroine, af-
forded fpeedy and vigorous fuccour to her neighbour, whofe caufe
fhe has already revenged by plunderipg and deftroying almofk
every village of Kangrah ; the chief of which now vainly afferts,
that the Ranee, fecing his country defitute of defence, feized;
under the colour of affifting her ally, the occafion of augmenting
her own power.

HatTeD on the 21ft and 22d, at Bellafpour. Thefe wars
did not a little derange our meafure of progrefs, efpecially as there
was attached to the Kangrah army, through which we muft ne-
ceffarily pafs, a body of Sicques, who had imprefled, with a lively
terror, even this fequeftered region. The two Kathmirians, now

Vor. I, Dd my
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my only affociates, were averfe to any motion until we thould be
reinforced, After much entreaty they confented to accompany me
to the Bellafpour camp, where the probability of meeting paffen~
gers going to the northward, they were obliged to confefs, was
greater than in the town. But to a rooted indolence, the common
want of enterprize prefides over all the attions of an Indian; and
here let me obferve, that our pincipal fuperiority over them, will
largely confitt in attacking this weak fide. 'The prompt decifion
of our councils, the vigour of altion, muft in every conteft with
them command fuccefs. - This conftitutional inativity and lan.
guor of the mind, have been farther promoted by the creed of pre-
deftination, and aftrology. A minute attention is fhewn by the
natives of India to certain days, hours, and minutes, On the
commencement of any fervice, or in the performance of even the
ordinary duties of life, their conduét js regulated by the immediate
period; and fhould the calculator difcover a reluétancy, or defire
of delay in his employer, or apprehend that his own reputation
might fuffer in the event, he ufually lays a bar on the undertaking,
Over fuch men what advantage do we not poflefs ? Yet in fome
of the late military tranfattions of India, ws have weakened our
claim to thofe natural and acquired powers, which Englifh foldiers
in moft of their aétions have difplayed in this country. Donot mif-
conftrue the tendency of this digreffion, and mark me as an abete
tor of the incurfions and depredations which we are occafionally

ufed
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ufed to make on the lands of our neighbours, Our conduét to
one * of them has been as unjuft as it was unwife, nor do I know
whether to attribute the favourable conclufion of the event 4 to
good fortune, or to the folly of our enemies.

On the evening of the 23d, crofied in a ferry-boat, the Setloud,
a narrow deep and rapid river, full of windings, and halted at a
fmall village oppofite to Bellafpour, though the diftance from the
ferry was nearly two miles from the town. A Tumboo-fhall ka-
filah had encamped on the north fide of the town on its way to
Dehli and Lucknow, with the proprietors of which, or rather
their agents, I formed an acquaintance ; and through their influence
with the colle&tor of the cuftoms I was permitted to pafs without
obftacle. This affiftance was the more opportune, as the Bellaf-
pour government is deemed jealous and oppreflive. ‘The collector
extended his favour even to a length that I had not expetted, for
he not only expedited my paffage through the Bellafpour diftritts,
but gave me a recommendatory letter to his brother, who was the
manager of the Kangrah cuftom houfe. Thepeople of the Tum-
boo kafilah were defirous of knowing my ftory, and you alfo, per-
haps, would wifh to be informed of the prefent one, certain parts
of which, on hearing that the Turkifh language was fpoken by a
perfon of the party, I compiled for the ufe of the day. God only

* The Mahrattas '
+ The convention of Wargaum, which covered us with difgrace,

Dda2 knows,
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knows, my friend, what a varied multiplicity of fictions I have
formed in the courfe of this journey: and I have to fupplicate his
pardon for the fabrication, as well as to hope for your acquiefcence
in the neceflity. The tenor of my ftory fets forth, that 1was by
bisth a Turk, and had come when young to India, where I was
taken into the houfe of a perfon of diftinétion who had brought
me up. That from my long refidence in India I had forgotten
my native language, and that my profeflion had been chicfly that
of a foldier, which quitting on a difguft, I had colletted my little
property and become a travelling merchant. The ftory, not very
complex, pofiefled plaufibility fufficient to procure common belief,
and I myfclf had entered fo warmly iato its fpirit, that I began
to believe it. I muft here inform you, that having been feen two
or three times writing on the road, 1 was told by one of the paf-
fengers that it was an European cuftom, and a very ufelefs one.
The remark alarmed me, but I told him without much hefitation,
that I had been always accuftomed to write my current expences,
that at the end of the‘year I might afcertain the amount, and not
exceed my income. My remarks wese ufually noted in a rude Pet-
fian charafter, but whilft I was writing an Englith letter from
this place, a Kafhmirian who was fitting near me, and who had
formerly ferved on board one of our country fhips, obferved, that
T wrote from the left to the right in the European manner: but on
being told that the Turks ufed the fame method, he feemed fatis-
fied, From an inattention to ofic of the forms of my new cha-

rater,
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radter, inftead of fitting down, as the Afiatics invariably do in the
performance of urinal evacuation, I ufed occafionally to ftand up-
right ; and being feverely reprehended for this uncleanlinefs, I al-
ledged that the habit was not uncommon amongft foldiers, who
from the hurry of fervice, and their diffipated courfe of life,
make many deviations from the rules of decorum. But the want
of penetration, or the good humour in which we lived together,
has prevented my companions from fecing through my difguife,
which I now entertain fanguine hopes of preferving to the end of
my journey.
1 am, dear Sir,
Your’s, &c. &c,

LETTER
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LETTER X

Nourpour, 1783,
DEAR SIR,

ON the 22d of laft month, I had the plea-
fure of defcribing to you my journey from Lall Dong to Bellal
pour, and I can now with pleafure fay, that unhurt by the Sic-
ques, tygers, or thieves, I am fafely lodged in.Nourpour, the prin-
cipal town of a diftri&t of the fame name. From the weftern bank
of the Setloud, we proceeded on the 24th of March to the village
of Comour Hattee, cight coffes. An Hattee, which in the language
of this country fignifies retail fhop, affords the beft accommcdation
for a traveller, and I alw.ys endeavoured to make one my halting
place. There I procurid heat, wheat-meal, peafe, and ghee,* of
which my common fare is compofed, and by the applying in civil
terms, the thop ke per commenly indulged me with the ufe of the
front part of his fhop.

Ox the 25th, in the Bellafpour army—ten coffes. It will not
demand the pen of Homer to defcribe the different powcrs which

® Butter boilcd, ia which fate it is always ufed for culinary puwrpofes in Indin,
formed
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formed this camp; their ftrength, the names and charafters of
their leaders, or the fituation of the ground which they occupied :
fuffice it to fay, that about 300 horfes, and 8ooo foot-men, armed
‘with match-locks, fwords, fpears, and clubs, were huddled together
on two fides of a hill, in a deep ftate of confufion and filth. Having
refided for the fpace of four months in this fpot under fmall theds
made of the boughs of trees, you will naturally fuppofe, that the
effects refulting from the fituation could neither have been plea-
fant or falutary. In all, were four very ordinary tents, one of which
was occupied by the generaliffimo, a brother, and I believe an elder
one, of the late ¢hief of Bellafpour ; for the order of fucceflion in the
line of primogeniture, is not at this day ftritly adhered to in India,
cither amongft the Hindoos, or Mahometans. . This perfonage,
from age, being incapable of performing any active duty, had ap-
pointed-a younger brother to the executive command. The Ranee,
with her fon, a youth of about ten years of age, and a favourite
Sunnaffee, had retired during the war to an adjacent fort, where
fhe directed the general operation of the war. Having entered thus
far into the hiftory of Bellafpour, I will proceed to explain fome
parts of the ftory of this lady, which as they tend to place female
conduét in a diftinguifhed point of view, I embrace the occafion
with pleafure. And here permit me to declare with a fervent fin-
cerity, and an honourable fenfe of the dignity of charater to
which I afpire, that I am a zcalous friend of women, and that
as far as the offering of my mite will contribute to their aid, or to

a difplay



FORSTER’'S TRAVELS. 21y

a difplay of their various merit, it fhall be held forth with a wil-
ling hand.

QuiTTING thefe encomiums on myfelf rather than on the fex, I
am to inform you that the Bellafpour Ranee, on the death of the
late chief, which happened about three or four year ago, declared
herfelf the guardian of her fon, and regent of the country. She
was oppofed in this purpofe by her hufband’s brother, the perfon
who now commands the army; and fhe had alfo to combat the
many difficulties incident in this country to her fex, the moft em-
barraffing of which was a preclufion from public appearance ; yet
baffling every attempt made to fubvert her autherity, fhe firmly
eftablifhed herfelf in the government.® The event of the Ranee's
fuccefs, brought on the confinement of her competitor ; but after
a fhort time, during which he experienced a lenient treatment, he
was rcleafed. ‘This dame of fpirit, who hath evinced ftrong traits
of a difpofition fitted for conduéting either military or civil fchemes
and who hath hitherto been fortunate in them, is at this day en-
thralled by the force of love. Whether this paffion is to be claffed
amongft the alloys of our virtues, according to the doftrine of
the moft rigid moralifts, or whether it heightens the luftre of thofe

® It has already been obferved in the letter on Hindoo m)thology, that amongft
the Hindoos a- woman on the demife of the hufband écomes an ineficient member in
the family, but in the prefent day this ordinance is often overaruled by the intervention
of power, wealth, or intrigue. In this note it may not be improper to mention, that
the Hindoos ufe the epithet, « widowed,” as defcriptive of futility, or of any con.
demptible and nugatory a,

Vor. L Ee already
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already poffefled, and even creates good qualities in us, as the ele-
gant Yorick has advanced, are queftions fubmitted, with a due
deference to the intricacy of the fubjeét, to thofe who are fkilled
in the extenfive paffion of love. The objeét of this lady’s favour
I faw, and the choice fhe has made is a proof of good tafte. He
is a young handfome Hindoo, of a religious tribe, who, contrary
to the ufage of his fet, which is founded on rules almoft as fevere
as thofe of the Carthufians, drefles gayly, and in the Mahometan
fathion. From a certain levity, though politenefs of manners,
fet off by the delicate fancy of his apparel, you at the firft glance
pronounce him a favourite of the women. Such are the changes
which love can produce, even amongft a people who obferve their
religious ordinances with a fcrupuloufnefs irreconcilcable to come
mon fenfe, and which in fome inftances border on grofs abfurdity.®
Thus much for the Ranee of Bellafpour, to whom be all fuccefs |

I now-learned that my progrefs towards the Kangrah army,
would without the protettion of an efcort, be attended with
much rifk. In order to procure fo effential an accommodation I
waited on the commander in chief, then fitting under a banian tree,
and attended by his principal officers, the greater part of them clad
in native buff. Some new levies were pafling in review before
him, that had come in from the country, or rather the woods;

¢ In the neighbourhood of Benares is a fe of religious Hindpos, who it is faid for-
bear making any ufe of their hands, even on the moft neceffary occafions ; but are fed
and affifted bv others,

for
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for they bore a ftrong refemblance to the defeription given in hea-
then ftory of the fatyrs, fawns, and other brancher of the fylvan
race ; nor do I think that all the powers of a Pruffian drill fer-
jeant, extenfive as they are, could have impreffed on them a com-
petent knowledge of military difcipline. On approaching the
chief, I made him an offering of a rupee, laid on the corner of my
veft. You will be pleafed to notice, that the piece of money is,
not to be placed on the naked hand, but on a handkerchief, or
fome part of the garment held out for that purpofe; and though
the fuperior fhall be difpofed to favour the client, yet from mo-
tives .of generofity, or an attention to his condition, it often hap-
pens, that he does not take the offering, but touches it with his
finger, The honour is then fuppofed to be conferred, and the hope
of obtaining prote¢tion or affiftance, if fought for, is entertained.
The chief received me with civility, and complied with the requett,
that our party might be permitted to accompany the firft meflenger
who fhould be difpatched into the Kangrah camp; and he alfo in-
timated, that fome letters which were preparing, would foon be
forwarded. He looked obliquely at my offering, which he touched,
but would not receive. A day or two afterwards, I difcovered this
mountaineer to be compofed of the fame materials, which with
few deviations form the common difpofition of the natives of India.
On vifiting him a fecond time, attended only by the cotewaul,®

® An officer of police.
Be2 (alfo
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(alfo the acting mafter of ceremonies), I was told that I might
prefent my offering, which being an Alum Shahee rupes,® a coin
of rather an inferior value in this quarter, I was received with a
frown, and my money underwent a ftrict examination. Would
you not imagine that I had been bargaining with a Jew pedlar,
inftead of conferring with the chief of a country? Though I was
mortified at beholding among us fo glaring a meannefs and want
of decorum, yet as a trait of national chara@er was difclofed, I
received fome fatisfattion in obtairiing fo unequivocal a teftimony
of it. In further proof of the inconfiftency of condu&, as well as
a want of fortitude in the people of this country, I am induced to
relate to you an event, (though foreign to the immediate purpofe
of this letter) that came within my own knowledge. At the time
when the Mahometans were driven from Kattuck, the chief of
that territory fled to Bengal, where having expended the amount
of the treafure and moveables that had been preferved, he went to
the coaft of Coromandel, and was received into the lift of pen-
fioners maintained by the Navaub of the Carnatic. During the
regular payment of the allowance, this man enjoyed eafe; and by
the thew of a palanquin, and a refpectable retinue, he maintained
a certain ftate, The provifion which the Navaub at that time
found it expedient to make for penfioners of a higher order, caufed
-2 dedution from the ftipend of his Kattuck dependant, who then

® A rupee of the prefent reign,
faid
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laid down his palanquin, and purchafed a fmall horfe. This was
doubtlefs a mortifying degradation ; but the cup of his forrow was
not yet full: for on a greater reduction, and at length, a total
abolition of the penfion, this poor man lofing fight of the charaéter
he had fupported, and blinded by a vanity which difcouraged all
induftrious exertion for a livelihood, became notorioufly addiéted
to fraud, and petty-thefts; and was fcarcely faved from an igno-
minious end. I have quoted thefe examples, thinking them more
conclufive in conveying to you a knowledge of character, than
any fpeculative obfervation. But when the mind at an early
period, is not accuftomed to behold and admire examples of
integrity and honor, or taught to fhun with'horror and contempt
the habits of vice; on the contrary, when the inftruction given
to youth, tends to appreciate the duties of life by the performance
of futile ceremonies, and the ftudy of legends pregnant with
fable, or violent prejudices, we are not to wonder at fuch aéts of
depravity.
Tue flies tormented me fo much in the Bellafpour army, that
I could not but with difficulty fecure my food from their vile at-
tacks. A certain quantity of poifon I believe is contained in the
body of an Indian fly, for on fwallowing it, a naufca and vomiting
almoft immediately fucceed. I had imagned that the ficknefs
might proceed fromn the motion of the inict in the ffumach, bat
on examining one after it had been dif~harged, I perceived it withy
out life, though but a very fhort time deprived of its natural air,
The
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The intenfe heat of the ftomach indeed, muft fpeedily caufe the
fuffocation of fo fmall an animal.

OuRr fituation in the Bellafpour camp was difgufting and in-
commodious. The heat was in the extreme, with a compound of
fmells arifing from the filth of the people, that grofliy tainted the
air : and I became fo anxious to efcape, that I had determined to
embrace any mode of operation which might lead to a change of
quarters. This eagernefs had almoft produced a meafure, which
probably would have caufed a material failure of my plan. Two
meflengers who were to convey propofals of peace to the Kan-
grah camp, promifed to conduét our party thither in fafety, and I
had refolved to commit myfelf to their charge, though much op-
pofed by my aflociates, who decidedly faid, that thefe men would
betray us. The chief’s chobedar,* a brother Mahometan, alfo
endeavoured to imprefs me with an ill opinion of thefe meffengers.
Had they formed any fcheme of mifchief, it was happily fruftrated
on the evening previoufly to our intended departure, by the arrival
of a drove of affes, laden with iron, who were purfuing our route,
On the 2gth, the joint party moved, and had arrived at the boun-
dary of Bellafpour, eight miles diftant from the camp, when our
troubles came thick upon us. Two of the Kangrah horfemen ap-
peared in front, and paffing me, went towards the rear, where
they plundered the ironmongers to the amount of one hundred

& A perfon who carries a filver ftick before men in high ftation,

rupees,
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rupees, which is accounted a large fum in thefe parts. They
feized alfo on a Kafhmirian, who was lagging behind, and were in
the act of ftripping him, when he loudly cried out, which was
not true, that he was my fervant, and that I was a perfon of fome
diffinétion. This intelligence induced the horfemen to follow me;
but on approaching, one of them obferved that I had the appear-
ance of a balle audimee;* and fhould not fuffer any moleftation ;
that only ftragglers, and fingle travellers fell under their notice,
Secing them difpofed to this civil treatment, I procured the Kafh-
mirian’s releafe, as alfo that of my own fervant, who had come
up during the parley, and had been likewife taken into cuftody.
It was, I believe, a fortunate event for the prifoners that I re-
turned, for our cavaliers were then in queft of prey, nor did they
feem nice in the diftinétions of perfons; for whilt I remained,
fome ftray paflengers were laid under contribution, from one of
whom, an afs driver, they took a pair of fthoes. We were in-
formed that two hundred Sicques who had been lately entertained
in the Kangrah fervice, would foon appear. Aware of the licen-
tious manners of the difciples of Nanock,} efpecially when em-
ployed in foreign fervice, I would then willingly have facrificed a
moiety of my property to have had the other fecured. There was
no other remedy than affuming the look of confidence and eafe,

® In the Hindoftany language, any perfon above the ordinary clafs, is fo de-
mominated.

t The founder of the Sicques.
which,
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which, Heaven knows, ill correfponded with my heart : fo puthing
my horfe into a quick trot, I was {peedily conveyed into the midft
of this formidable corps, who rcceived me very attentively, but
without offering any violence. Imagining our approach to have
been that of the enemy, the Sicques were preparing for the fight,
to which they loudly exclaimed, in the tone of religious ¢jacula-
tion, that their prophet had fummoned them. In token of re-
fpe&t, I had difmounted, and was leading my horfe, when a Sicque,
a fmart fellow, mounted on a active mare, touched me in paffing.
The high mettled animal, whether in contempt of me or my
horfe, perhaps of both, attacked us fiercely from the rear, and in
the affault, which was violent, the Sicque fell to the ground.
The aflion having commenced on the top of a hill, he rolled with
great rapidity to the bottom of it, and in his way down, left be-
hind him his matchlock, fword, and turban : fo compleat a de-
rangement I feared, would have irritated the whole Sicque body ;
but on evincing the fhew of much forrow for the difafter, and
having affiduoufly affifted in invefting the fallen horfeman with
his fcattered appurtenances, I received general thanks.

My good fortune, which had this day repelled a feries of
perils, conveyed me in fafety to the camp of the Kangrah, or as
he is often called, from a more ancient name of his country,
the Katochin chief. We regaled ourfelves this evening with
great joy, having fuffered from hunger as well as fatigue, though
we had only travelled about fixtcen or feventeen miles. A fmall

body,
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body, chiefly of horfe, was ftationed at this camp; the greater
part of the forces under the command of the Rajah, being em-
ployed in the fiege of Kote Kangrah. The common road to Jumbo
from hence, lay through Nadone, the principal town in the Kan-
grah country, and through the diftri¢t of Huriepour; but thefe
places being then overrun by the Sicques, we were obliged to de-
viate from the ufual track, and proceed to the weltward, It is to
be feared that thefe turbulent mountaineers, the difturbers of their
folitary abode, will ftir up fuch commotions in their land, as to
wholly fhut up this road, the only fecure one-from India to Kath-
mire, or render the paffage fo precarious, that nd advantage will
compenfate the rifk.*

On the 3oth, we moved, and joining the kaﬁlah of the iron
merchants again, accompanied it to Sooree — fix coffes : — a {mall
village, of which moft of the carriers were inhabitants. The halt
was made at this village from a defirc of the carriers to fee their
families, for it was at the diftance of a full day’s journey out of
their road. ‘To the eaftward of Sooree, which lies in a valley, we
croffed a ridge of high and fteep mountains.

On the 31ft, at Bompal — four coffes : — a fmall hamlet fitu-
ated on an eminence. This day’s journey was made fhort for the
accommodation of the iron merchants, who went to the Kangrah
camp to attempt the recovery of the property which the Sicques

* This apprehenfion has been fince verified.

Vor. L Ff had
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had plundered ; but they returned without redrefs, and now feemed
anxious to leave the country; as inftead of procuring a reftitution
or payment, farther demands had been made. All this night, I
was expofed to a continued and copious rain — and here let me
obferve, with fincere thanks for the blefling of a hale conftitution,
that though I have, in the courfe of this journey, endured much
feverity of weather, my health has hitherto received no injury.

A coNTINUANCE of the rain detained us at Bompal until the
2d of April, when we arrived at Chumbah — eight coffes: —a
fmall village, depending on the chiefship of Jeffoul. At a fhort
diftance from Bompal, we were ftopped by the collettor of Na-
done, who had come three miles from his houfe, in defiance of the
troubled ftate of the country, to receive from us a toll duty of a
few pence. At about mid-way on the right hand fide of the road
is feen a place of Hindoo worthip, at the foot of which runs the
Byas Gunge,* with a rapid ftream of about one hundred yards
broad.4+ A great part of the road from Bompal to Chumbah lay
through a valley, -watcred by the Byas, on the north fide of which
is feen the level and fertile diftrits of Huriepour. The territory
of Kangrah, or Ktochin, is limited on the north, and north-weft
by Huriepour; on the eaft by Chumbay; on the fouth by Ka-
lour; and on the weft by the Punjab. The ordinary revenue,

* The fecond of the Punjab rivers from the Eaftward.
+ The current sums to the left,

eftimated
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cltimated at feven lacks of rupees, has been much diminifhed by
the chief’s alliance with the Sicques, who fpread deftruction wher-
ever they go. Thefe marduders are now acting the part of the
man whom fable reprefents to have been invited by the horfe, to
aid his contcft with the boar; and you know the ufes to which
the thoughtlefs horfe was applied, when viftory was decided in fa-
vour of the combined forces.

THis day, our little party which had been joined in the Bel-
lafpour camp by the Kafhmirians, refolved, from a dread of ths
Sicques, who had invefted the common track, to quit t'he kafilah,
and through detached paths endeavour to reach Jumbo. A native
trader of India, it is to be obferved, holds his time in finall efti-
mation, and would rather halt for two or three months, than incur
even a common rifk.

On the 3d, at Dada— ten coffes ; dependant on the chief of
Stbah. From a ftream running through the village, we procured
fome excellent fifh, of the fize and fomething of the taftc of trouts.
This diftri&t, by its approach to the head of the Punjab, lies
wholly at the mercy of the Sicques, who are I think the plaineft
dealers in the world. ‘The fort of Sebah,* ftanding pleafantly on
the brink of a rivulet, lay on our road; and in pafling it, I faw

# Situate about three coffcs to the fouth-weft of Dada, and the only fortificd rcfie
dence I have feen among the mountains,  The vicinity of the Punj<b has perhaps in-
duced the mountaineers to fortify this place.

Ffa2 two
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two Sicque cavaliers ftrike a terror into the chief and all his
people, though fhut up within their fort. They had been fent
to collett the tribute which the Sicques have impofed on all the
mountain chiefs fi om the Ganges to jumbo ; and, offended at the
delay of the pay .ent, thefe high fpoken men were holding to the
affiightened Hin loos, that ftyle of language, which one of our
provincial magiftrates would direét at a gipfey, or fturdy beggar.
Indeed, my friend, no ordinary exertion of fortitude, no common
fhare of philanthropy is required, to wield with temper the rod of
power ; which, from the frailty of his nature, man is ever inclined
to ufc with feverity. Yet furely when he looks into himfelf, he
will fee many a ftrong reafon to qualify its ftroke. From a fpirit
of impatience, which having lon3 aétuated me, I am induced to
think is innate, 1 quitted my companions, and going about a mile
in front, fell in with a horfeman, who had much the appear-
ance of a frecbooter; but being well armed, and evidently the
ftronger man, I did not apprehend any ritk from a rencounter.
Secing me a firanger, and from the quality of my equipment, a fit
fubject for plunder, he ftopped me, and in a peremptory munner,
afked my occupation, and place of abode. My anlwers were
neither explanatory nor gracious, and my departure abrupt, though
he had exprefled a ftrong defire of farther communication ; and
feemed offended at the unconcern of my deportment. About a
quarter of a mile farther on, I met a Sicque horfeman, well armed,
who was evidently in fearch of adventure. After reconnoitring

me
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me attentively, and apprehending, I imagine, that a conteft would
be of doubtful event, for my fword was long, and my countenance,
by the air I had affumed, fierce, he politely faluted me, and paffed.
The perfon whom I firft faw, had halted, and on the junction of
the Sicque, a council was held by them on the fubject of my
moveables ; the refult of which was to return and take them from
me. My companions who gave me this information came up
while thefe men of the blade were communing on the plan of at-
tack, and an eclairciffement took place. They difcovered that
thefe footmen, foar in number, were affociates of him, whofe pro-
perty they intended to invade ; and naturally concluded, that how-
ever decided the odds of two to one might have been, fo great an
additional ftrength to our party, would manifeftly turn the chances;
and, fwayed probably by this forcible argument, they gave us no
moleftation.

On the 4th at Tulwara, — ten coffes ; a village in the diftrict
of Dutar, where the Sicque chief has erefted a fmall fort, and
holds the adjacent territory. The country to the fouthward now
aflumed a level afpett, which to me had an effet inexpreflibly
pleafing; for my cye had long been difgufted, and, I may fay,
imprifoned, by mountain piled on mountain, till the higheft pierced
the clouds. The diftri€t of Dutar, or Dutarah, extends on the
interior fide cf the Punjab hills, through which our late fouthern
inclination had penetrated. In this day’s journey, our party was
reduced to the Kafhmirian trader and myfelf; three Kafhmirians,

who'
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who had joined our party in the Bellafpour camp, went on before,
and my fervant lagged behind. In the evening, having reached
the bottom of a hill, we obferved a body of horfemen defcending
in our road. The fight of thefe men, who were immediately
known to be Sicques, gave a ferious alarm ; and on their near ap-
proach, I depofited, unnoticed by my companions, my little pro-
perty of bills and cafh in an adjacent buth. But we had formed
an unjuft opinion of thefe cavaliers; and I am to think myfelf
fingularly fortunate, in being enabled in two inftances to place
their conduét in a favourable point of view. This party, con-
fiting of about two hundred, many of whom were Mahonmiktans,
was then marching into the Hurriepour diftrict. Summoning an
affeéted compofure of countenance, we affected to fmoke our pipes,
from which fome of the Mahometans took a whiff en paffant, and
at the fame time gave us an affurance of protetion againft any ill
defigns of their affociates; for notwithftanding the looks we had
borrowed, they muft have feen much embarrafment in them.
After their departure, I took my valuables out of the bufh without
the obfervance of my companion, who was tranfported with joy at
the efcape, fwearing, by his beard, that on reaching our evening
quarters, he would offer up to Mahomet, or to his national faint
Mucdoom Saib, two-pennyworth of brown fugar, in thankfgiving
for the extraordinary prefervation. We met many of the Sicque
ftragglers, who are always the moft mifchicvous ; thefe we dire@ted
to fpecdily join their companions, who, we faid, had ftrictly en<

joined
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joined us to give fuch diretions ; and this pretended meffage gave
us fome credit; for feeing we had not been plundered by their
party, they followed the fame meritorious example.

A suop-xkeePER accommodated us with a convenient lodging
at Tulwara, where, being joined by my fervant, who had likewife
been involved in the dangers of the day, though he had carefully
preferved the remains of the fith that had been procured at Dada,
a famptuous feaft was ferved up, and joyoufly participated. The
truth of this remark will be readily acknowledged by thofe, who,
from the like adventures, have reached in the evening a fafe re-
treat. My friend, who faithfully performed the tenor of his pro-
mife, reprobated my infenfibility of the providential interpofition
that had been made in our behalf. It was in vain to urge the
merits of internal prayer, or to affert, that I had already offered
unfeigned thanks for our efcape, which I trufted would not be
the lefs acceptable from the want of fugar. This being a doftrine
wholly repugnaut to his creed, which exifted only in noify and
oftentatious ceremony, I drew on myfelf a further fevere reproach.

On the gth at Badpour—feven cofles: a populous village in
the Nourpour diftri¢t.  About two coffes to the eaftward of Bad-
pour, we croffed at the Rhay Ghaut, or Puttun,* in a ferry-boat,
the Byas Gungah, and came into the Jumbo road, which in this
quarter has not yet expericnced the depredation of the Sicques.

® The name of a ferry in fome parts of the Punjab,
On



232 FORSTER'S TRAVELS.

On the 6th, at Gungatau—ten coffes. In the paffage of a
rivulet near this village, the horfe, in fuddenly ftopping to drink,
threw me headlong into the water, where among the reft of my
chattels, a bill on Jumbo was thoroughly drenched : nor was this

_ the firft injury it had received.

On the 7th, at Nourpour ; the refidence of the chief of a dif-
trit of the fame name. This town fituate on the top of a hill,
which is afcended by ftone fteps, has the appearance of opulence
and induftry. Towards the fouth-caft the country is open and of
a pleafant afpe®, to which a winding ftream of fine water gives
additional beauty. Mountains that have already made my eyes
ach, contratt the view to the weft and north ; but thefc have their
ufes; and having experienced an effential one, not to give it a
place would be ungenerous, The heat of the fun now growing
intenfe would have been feverely felt, had not the wind which came
from the north-weft received a cool refrefhing quality from the
fnows which on that quarter cover the hills; and had it not been
for a like favourable fituation, the refidence in the Bellafpour
camp, the remembrance of which makes me fhudder, might have
proved fatal to us.

Oy a.plain adjacent to the town of Nourpour, was encam ped
a Jumbo kafilah, chiefly the property of Sunaffees,* and configned

® Though this fe&t, conformably to the tenets of thei r do&trine, ought to renounce
or never engage in the affairs of the world, yet many of its members have become

merchants, foldiers, and ftatefmen,
to



FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 233

to the Dehli market. From thefe people I learned, that the chief
of Jumbo was much embarrafled in his finances, from a deftrutive
war he had entered into with the Sicques : that to raife fupplies
he had levied a general contribution on the inhabitants of the
city ; and that his’ exactions had induced many of the principal
merchants to abandon the place. The Sunaffees had employed in
their fervice two or three Kalhmirians, who are men of an uni-
verfal occupation, and endowed with unwearied patience and ati-
vity in the caufe of gain. They told me that I (hould incur a ma-
nifeft rifk in going to Jumbo, at a time, when the appearance of
perfons of any property, attracted the notice of government: an
information then more alarming, as my bufinéfs at Jumbo required
a perfonal attendance. Whilft I am writing of Nourpour, it may
not be fuperfluous to mention, that a refpectable merchant named
Daud Khan, a native of the Punjab, refides in that town. He
had lived many years at Jumbo, but having felt the oppreflion of
that government, he has taken refuge in Nourpour, where he en-
joys, with a moderate fecurity of property, the benefit of a fine
air and a plentiful country; and fhould any of our countrymen
come this way in the Mahometan charatter, they may be confi-
dently aflured of deriving conveniency, from an acquaintance with
Daud Khan.

O~ the 8th, halted. On the gth, at the village of Bunguree—
cight cofles. My fervant, from a cold and a conftitutional weaknefs in
his breaft, which he faid had long afllicted him, was this day fcarcely

Vor. L, Gg able
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able to walk. I am now fearful that the burthen he was loaded
with, was too heavy a one, and I am alfo to accufe myfelf of not
alleviating its weight, by an exercife of thofe offices of kindnefs,
which the law of humanity, as well as the ufages of fervitude,
efpecially in the Afiatic world, obliges a mafter to ihew his fervant,
the more foif he is a good one; and to fay that this follower of my
fortunes was not a good fervant, would be an unworthy attempt to
exculpate, at the expence of his character, my frequent neglet.
But fhould I ever be enabled to recompence his worth, the aét (hall
be claffed among thofe of my beft decds. I ufed to fortify my oc-
cafional diffatisfaction at him, by enlarging tvo rigoroufly-on the
petulance of his temper; but I hold the reafon no longer valid, nor
will it atone for the compunction 1 feel, when I recall to my mind
the many affeCtionate fervices which the honeft fellow performed
in the courfe of a laborious journey.

Tue diftricts of Nourpour on the north, are bounded by the
river Rawee ; on the calt by the Chambay * country ; on the weft
by fome fmall Hindoo diftrits, lying at the head of the Punjab.
and by the river Byas; and on the fouth by Huriepour. The re-
venues of Nourpour are calculated at four lacks of rupees, and it
would feem that it enjoys a ftate of more internal quiet, is lefs mo-
lefted by the Sicques, and governed more equitably than any of
the adjacent territories.

¢ A mountainous territory of large extent.
Ox
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On the 1oth, at Plaffee — ten coffes : — a fmall village in the
Biffouly diftrict. About eight miles to the north-weft of Bun-
guree, and oppofite to the fort of Biffculy, croffed the Rawee,*
which is about one hundred and twenty yards in breadth, and very
rapid. In the ferry-boat were two Sicques going to the fort, of
which, a detachment they belonged to, had taken poffeffion, in -
confequence of being called in to the affiftance of the Biffouly
chief. Though this be the invariable refult of every connection
made with the Sicques, the infatuated mountaineers never fail to
feek their aid when engaged in war. A bordering chief had in-
vaded the Biffouly diftrits, plundered the irhabitants, and burned
their villages, before any oppofition was made. The Sicques were
called in to repel the enemy, and defend the fort of Biffouly; but
after performing the required fervice, they became pleafed with
their new fituation, and refufed to relinquifh it.

A quick progrefs through this country, and avoiding the
track of the Sicques, were ftrongly, though unneceffarily, recom-
mended to us. The boatman at the ferry of Biffouly, though a
brother Mahometan, made an exorbitant demand of hire, which
was confiderably leflened by the interference of the Sicque horfe-
men, who faw the impofition, and had only to make known their
will to effet obedience. ‘The journey of this evening, folitary and
dreary, gave a wrong bent to every fpring of the imagination,

® The Rawee is the Contral Punjab river, and runs near the ciiy of Lahore.
Gga2 which
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which fullenly refufed to receive one chearful or pleafing idea. If
fuch did begin to fhoot forth, the profpect of a deferted viilage, a
delolate country, immediately deftroyed it, and introduced in its
ftead, thoft pregnant with the horrors and miferies of war. Great
God! that the common evils of life fo abundantly heaped on our
heads, thould not be felt as already too grievous, without the wilful
encounter of additional mifchiefs ! ‘This propenfity in the nature
of man, indicates a difpofition at once deftructive of the purpofes
which he feems defigned to execute, and difgraceful to the intel.
lets he fo amply poffefles.

AN obliging houfe-keeper in the village of Plaffee, accommo-
dated me this evening more agreeably than I could have expeéted.
His little tenement was compofed of materials that had refifted the
late conflagration of the country, and he had, with his family, re-
fumed the quiet pofleflion of it. Seeing me opprefled and languid,
from the effeCts of a fever, which had feized me on the road, he
procured me a bed, and gave me every nourifhment which his
houfe afforded.

On the 11th, at the village of Buddoo — ten coffes; the re-
fidence of a petty chief, tributary to Jumbo. This day an annual
fair was held at an adjacent hamlet, which being near our road,
we mixed with the numerous fpectators of the feftival. The good
humour and mirth accompanying this meeting exhibited a ftrong
contraft to the {cene of yefterday, and defcribed, in lively colours,
the various bounties which flow from prace. Among the diver-

ficns
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fions of the day, I obferved the wheel with boxes fufpended fiom
its rim, of common ufe in the fouthern parts of India, tor whirling
round thofe who are difpofid to make fuch aerial circuits. More
than once have I taken my feat in one of thofe whirligigs, and
can affure you, that the entertainment, though not of a fober kind,
has its pleafures; and what is more than you can fay of many a
pleafure, it fets you down where it took you up. My fervant did
not arrive this evening, and from having hitherto wholly relied on
his fervices, I fuftained a great inconveniency. But a Kafhmirian
family at Buddo, on the fcore of an acquaintance with my com-
panion, in a certain degree relicved it, by giving us a friendly re-
ception, and a flender fupper.

On the 12th at Mancote—cight coffes. A chief depending
on Jumbo refided at this village, which ftands on an eminence
partially fkirted by a fmall river. Here my troubles branched out
anew, and though not deferving a rank in the lift of misfortunes,
involved me in various difficulties. My Kafhmirian aflociate
having by miftake proceeded beyond our place of rendezvous, there
was no one to prepare my victuals, or to take care of the horfe.
Though the Hindoos hold in abomination the performance of any
menial office for ftrangers, yet the fhop-keeper at Mancote, from
whom I had purchafed the neceflaries of the day, afforded me
great afliftance. Hc gave me houfe-room, a bed, and alfo fome
of his houfehold utenfils, for holding the horfe’s corn, and my
own provifion, From an affociation with thofe who had rbviated

my
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my various wants, and had even rendered the journey a pleafant
one, I was at once deprived of all help. In the firft place, I
cleancd and fed my horfe, nor did he deferve lefs at my hands ; for
he was a good-tempered, fure-footed, attive animal. Had he not
indeed been thus qualified, he could not have fupported fuch fa-
tigue, or have clambered over the fteep and and rocky mountains
that had hitherto ftood in his way. After this care, it was necefs
fary to remedy the ftate of my own wants, which became urgent
and clamorous, for I had not eaten any thing that day.

Beine told that a mendicant Seid * of eminent fan@ity refided
in the upper part of the town, I prefented myfelf to him, told my
ftory, and earneftly entreated his aid. 1 had imagined that the
man who lived on public benevolence, whofe welfare in the world
was promoted by a common exercife of humanity, would have
chearfully come forward to my fuccour, efpecially as the requeft
had no tendency to touch his property. But I reckoned without
my hot. Never did mitred prieft in all the plenitude of his
power, rolling amidft the pluralities of Lenefice, regard a meagre
curate with a deeper contempt of eye, than did this haughty de-
fcendant of Mahomet receive my fupplication. Simply fetting
forth the lofs of my fervant, and the inability to fupply his place,
I requefted that he would direft his people to prepare for me a
meal, the materials of which were all i3 readinefs, This language

# The defcendants of Mahomet are fo denominated.
had
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had no effeft on the Seid, who confiding, I fuppofe, wholly in the
efficacy of faith, had exploded from his creed the doctrine of good
works: or, confidering perhaps the trade of begging to be a mono-
poly of his order, he wifhed to expel and difcourage all interlopers.
After warmly expatiating on the difficulties that furrounded me,
throwing in alfo fome ftrictures on his conduét, he grumbled an
affent, but with an exprefs provifo that I fhould produce fire-wood.
I could as cafily have brought him a bulfe of diamonds as a ftick,
for it was then dark, and indeed hunger and fatigue had made me
incapable of exertion. Turning from him with indignation, 1
loudly reprobated his violation of what even the sudeft Mahome»
tans hold facred, the rights of hofpitality ; a ready performance of
which, he ought to know, was earneftly enjoined, and that the
Divine vengeance was peculiarly denounced againft all who tranf-
grefs its law, This exclamation, delivered with heat, rouzed the
attention of his adherents, one of whom defiring me to be paci-
fied, propofed to adjuft the embarraflment. He carried me to the
houfe of a finging girl, who, on learning the ftory of my wants,
tucked up her garment with a fmiling alacrity, and commenced
the bufinefs of relieving them without delay. It would have made
your heart glad to have feen this honeft girl baking my bread and
boiling my peas, fhe did it with fo good a will; frequently ob-
ferving, that I had conferred an honour upon her, and that the pre-
fent fervice, was but a fmall return for the many favours fhe had
received from thofe of my clafs. Will not you jud;e t'.e declara-
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tion of her refufing all donation, an Eaftern hyperbole? Yet I
affirm to you that it is a genuine ftory, and were Mancote at no
further diftance from Lucknow, than Shieck Seray,* you might
procure, from this honeft girl, a teftimony of its truth.

On the 13th I arrived at Manfir — eight coffes. The country
now became more open, and the vallies better cultivated than any
I have feen to the weftward of Biffouly. The journey this day
was pleafant, and what in my proceeding was extraordinary, I did
not deviate from the road, though alone. In pafling near an en-
campment of beggars, (a merry troop they were) they defired me
to alight and tzke fome refrefhment : the invitation was thankfully
accepted, and I partook of a coarfe, but cordial meal, which was
ferved up with frequent profeffions of welcome. Manfir is com-
pofed of a few houfes, ftanding on the margin of a beautiful fheet
of water, which is abundantly fupplied with fith; but being held
a facred or royal property, they live unmolefted. The lands of
Manfir were appropriated, by a former chief of Jumbo, to the
maintenance of certain Byraghees,* who in this delicious fpot
feem to enjoy every pleafure which men in India can tafte. But
here I am checked and called upon to crave your pardon, for thefe
folitary fe€taries have precluded women from their fociety ; and to
fay that any portion of life, however replete with other gratifica-

# This place is about fix miles diftant from Lucknow.
4 A religious tribe of Hindoos who profefs celibacy,

tions,
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tions, can yield a genuine pleafure without women, is to fuppofe
that our day could be chearful without the light of the fun. At
this village the wife of a Mahometan oilman conduéted my culi-
nary bufinefs, but in a manner far different from that of my late
mufical friend: fhe took moft unwarrantable emoluments out of
an ill-drefled fupper ; and her cat, which feemed to have a conge-
nial temper, made an attack on my baggage at night, and carried
off the little ftock of provifions which I had prepared for the next
day’s breakfaft.

LesT my arrival at Jumbo fhould excite enquiry, which from
the difpofition of the chief might not be favourgble,. I denominated
myfelf an officer in the Jumbo fervice, travelling from the army,
which was then in the field, to the city. The road this day lead-
ing in a fouth-weft * direction, was the moft dreary one I had ever
feen, and became more fo from the want of a companion. On
approaching fo large a town as Jumbo, I expefted to have feen a
moderately populous country; but the afpect was altogether the
reverfe, Many miles of the road lay through a defile of fand, the
fides of which confit of lofty rocks, and nearly perpendicular.
The predicament in which I then ftood gave a gloomy caft to my
thoughts, which naturally adverted to that long eftablifhed pofi-
tion, of * man being a fociable animal ;” the truth of which few

® The fouthern inclination of this day, was caufed, I apprehend, from the forma-
tion of fome branch of the mountains.

Yor.1, Hh are
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are more convinced of than myfelf. I did not dwell on the varions
ufes inhcrent in the principics of fociety, nor on the grander be-
nefits fo extenfively diffufed by general compaét ; but was contented
with viewing the lefler conveniencies which it imparts, with reflet-
ing on the cafual, but grateful enjoyments which men receive fiom
the moft fluCtuating intercourfe. What harmony, what good hu-
mour, are often feen circulating in a fweetmeat fhop, the coffce
houfe of Indial where all fubjects, except that of the ladies, are
treated with freedom: not fo eloquently perhaps, nor with fuch
refinement of language, as among the politicians of an European
capital, yet with equal fervour and ftrength of voice. The fa-
vourite topic is war ; there you may hear of exploits performed by
a fingle arm, at the recital of which even Secunder * would have
grown pale, and Ruftum 4 himfelf trembled. The pleafure of
communication, by which they become the heroes of their own
tale, is a keen fpur to the various clafs of adventurers, and perhaps
fewer men would encounter fervices of hazard, were not a pleafure
expected from their recital.

On the fide of the road, to my great joy, I at length difco-
vered a family fitting on a narrow green fpot, where availing them-
felves of the fingular fituation, they were grazing their cattle. I
fat myfelf down without ceremony, and was prefented with what J

® The Afiatic name of Alexander the Great,
+ A hero celebrated in the ancient legends of Perfia,

have
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have often recolle¢ted with pleafure, for the heat of the day had
made me very thirfty), a cup of butter-milk. The father told me
that the oppreflions of his landlord had forced him to quit his
houfe, and he was then in queft of fome fecurer refidence. On
your fide of India, aéts are doubtlefs committed that tend to fully
the honour and imprefs an odium on the charaéter of our nation ;
but they are, believe me, faint fpecks when compared with the decds
of injuftice and rapacity practifed in other Afiatic countrics. One
of the family fuffered much pain from a lacerated finger, and as all
perfons of my colour are in India denominated furgeons, wizards,
and artillery-men, I was called upon to adminiter help, which [

did gratis to their great fatisfaction. C
Tow ARDs the evening, I arrived at the lower town of Jumbo,
where fceing a retired houfe at which I intended to have fought
admiflion, I difcovered a perfon who, about a month before, tra-
velled for fome days in the fame party with me; but being em-
ployed on fome fervice of difpatch, he had left it. This man being
now the fervant of a Kathmirian at Jumbo, for whom 1 had
bropght a letter of introduction, and whofe name I ufed to men-
tion in the courfe of the journcy, deftroyed my fcheme of privacy.
He ran off as foon as he had diftinétly feen me, and fpeedily re-
turned with his maiter, who would not reft fatisfied until he had
lodged me in his houfe, though we were obliged to proceed thither
in the midft of a heavy rain: it would Le a tedious and flat ftory,
to detail the multiplicd modes of the refpect of this Kafhmirian for
Hh2 my
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my pufo, which he ho ! nover before feen; or to enumerate his
prinful, yet incelant attenucns.  Whatever partiality I might ene
tatain for my own merits, 1 was neceffarily impelled to iec that
Liis affiduity pr.ce ded from a belief of the opulence, and the wifh
of tranfalting the commercial bufinefs of his gueft. After he had
gone through t'.: lung routine of my extraordinary qualities and
accomplifhments, of whofe exceliency he had been advifed by his
correfpondent at Lucknow, he congratulated my fingular good for-
tune in having met him fo early on my arrival ; for except himftlf,
I fhould not have found an honeft man in Jumbo. Such, my
friend, is the effervefcence of Oriental {peech, which if expofed to
the colder air of the north, would fubfide into that ftrain of language
fpoken every day in Change Ally and Cheapfide. It was beft not
to undeceive my Kafhmirian, as the charatter of a merchant is more
refpeCted here than any other, and under which the leaft fufpicion
is entertained of a ftranger. On prefenting my bill to the banker
at Jumbo, I found, from its having been twice drenched in water,
that the folds adhered together as firmly as if they had been pafted.
The banker,* with much good nature, foaking the paper in water,
and opening the folds with care, was enabled to read, thcugh with
difficulty, the contents. Had he been difpofed to protra& the pay-
ment, there was fufficient caufe, but holding out no demur,. he at
once faid the bill was a good one, kindly obferving alfo, that as

¢ His name is Juala Nant, the nephew of Kathmiry Mull, at Benzres.
my
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my journey had besn long and fatiguing, I {lould have brought
an order for a larger fum.

JumMBzo is fituated on the fide of a hill, and contains two dif-
tinct divifions, which are termed the upper and the lower towns,
The bottom of the hill is wathed by the river Rawee,* about forty
or fifty yards broad, and fordable at moft feafons of the year;
Many water-mills ftand on its banks for grinding corn, which are
eonftructed in a neater manner than any I have feen in India, and
were introduced by the Kafhmirians, who have greatly improved as
well as enriched this town. The fhort ftay at Jumbo prevented me
from procuring much fatisfatory information, of its hiftory, or the
caufes which have produced its important commerce, rickes, and
luxury : for Jumbo, even in its decayed ftate, is a mart of the firft
note in this quarter of the country. Perhaps the collection of
fuch materials would not have compenfated the labour of perufal,
or afforded you that inftruction which I ever with to be the effect
of my communications : —but fuch as I have procured, fhall be
genuinely laid before you.

PreviousLy to Nadir Shah’s invafion of India, the common
road from Dehli to Kafthmire; lay through Sirhend, Lahore, and
Heerpour, the pafs of which is fully defcribed by Mr. Bernier, un-
der the name of Bember. Since the inroad of the Perfians, Af-
ghans, and the Mahrattas, but efpecially fince the period of the

® It falls into the Chionaun, .
Sicque
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Sicque conquelts, that track has been rendered unfafe to merchants,
and is now difufed. This obftru¢tion diverted the Kafhmirian trade
into the channel of Jumbo, which being fhut up from the Punjab
by a ftrong chain of mountains, difficult of accefs to cavalry, it
has been preferred to the Lahore road, though the journey is te-

dious, and the expenfes of merchandize increafed
RunzEe1p Deve, the father of the prefent chief of Jumbo, who
defervedly acquired the character of a juft and wifc ruler, largely
contributed to the wealth and importance of Jumbo. Perceiving
the benefits which would arife from the refidence of Mahometan
merchants, he held out to them many encouragements, and ob-
ferved towards them a difinterefted and an honourable conduct. Ne-
gative virtues only are expeted from an Afiatic defpot, and under
fuch a fantion his fubjetts might deem themfelves fortunate ; but
the chief of Jumbo went farther than the forbearance of injuries ;
he avowedly protetted and indulged his people, particularly the
Mahometans, to whom he allotted a certain quarter of the town,
which was thence denominated Moghulpour ; and that no referve
might appear in his treatment of them, a mofque was eretted in
the gew colony ; a liberality of difpofition the more confpicuous,
and confering the greater honour on his memory, as it is the only
inftance of the like toleration in' this part of India, and as the
Kafhmirians who chiefly compofed his Mahometan fubjeéts, have
been, fince their converfion, rigorous perfecutors of the Hindoos.
He was fo defirous alfo of acquiring their confidence and efteem,
that
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that when he has been riding through their quarter during the
time of prayer, he never failed to ftop his horfe until the pricft
had concluded his ritual exclamations. The FHindoos once com-
plained to this chief, that the public wells of the town were deiiled
by the veflels of the Mahometans, and defired that they might be
re:tricted to the water of the river; but he abruptly difimifled the
comnplaint, faying, that water was a pure element, defigned for
the general ufe of mankind, and could not be polluted by the touch
of any clafs of people. An adminiftration fo munificent and ju-
dicious, at the fame time that it enforced the refpect of his own
fubjects, made Jumbo a place of extenfive commercial refort,
where all defcriptions of men experienced, in their perfons and
property, a full fecurity. '

Tue articles of merchandize conftituting the trade of Jumbo,
and Kafhmire, are tranfported by men, ufually Kafhmirians,
whofe burthens are heavy, two of them making the load of a ftrong
mule, and the hire is fixed at the rate of four rupees for each car-
rier. 'The fhauls, when exported from Kathmire, are packed in
an oblong bale, containing a certain weight or quantity, which in
the language of the country is termed a diddery, the outward co-
vering of which is a buffalo or ox's hide, ftrongly fewed with lea-
ther thongs. As thefe packages are fuppofed to amount, with lit-
tle variation, to a value long fince alcertained, they are feldom
opened until conveyed to the deftined market. A Kafthmirian
porter carries a load as a foldier does his knap-fack, and when dif

pofed
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pofed to reft, he places under it a ftick in the form of a crutch
which fupports the load and affifts him alfo in walking. Two
caufes are affigned for employing men only in this fervice: an
agreement, it is faid arifing from a mutual jealoufy, has bzen made
between the chiefs bordering on either fide of the river Chinnaun,*
that no fixed bridge fhall be conftruled, or any boat ftationed on
that ftream. The other caufe afcribed, which feems to be more
forcible, is the ftupendous height and fteepnefs of the intervening
mountains, which renders the paffages dangerous, if not wholly im-
praticable, to either a horfe or mule.

IT appears that Jumbo continued to increafe its power and
commerce until the year 1770, the period of Runzeid Deve's death,
when one of his fons, the prefent chief, contrary to the intention
and exprefs will of his father, feized on the government, put to
death one of his brothers, the intended fucceflor, and imprifoned
another ; who having made his efcape fought the proteétion of the
Sicques. Pleafed in having obtained fo favourable a pretext for
entering Jumbo, which they attempted in vain during the admini-
firation of Runzeid Deve, the Sicques promiled to efpoufe the
fugitive’s caufe with vigour. A fmall fum had been annually ex-
alted by them from Jumbo, but in a much lefs proportion than
what was levied in the adjacent territories, The Sicques, indeed,
aware of the refpectable ftate of the Jumbo force, and the ability

® The fourth Punjab river from the eaftward,
of
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of the chief, were contented with the name of tribute. 'The moft
valuable divifion of the Jumbo diftri¢ts, lay in the plain country,
forming part of the northern Punjab ; which, under pretence of
affording afliltance to the perfon who lately fought their pretec-
tion, a body of Sicques have lzid wafte. They are now profe-
cuting a vigorous war againft the prefent chief, who through the
defection of many of his people, diiven by oppreflions to the
party of his brother, became unable to make any effeCtual ftand ;
and that his ill forture might be complete, he called into his aid,
a party of Sicque mercenaries, commanded by Mhah Sing, a pow-
erful officer in that quarter, whe has firmly e(tablithed his au-
thority at Jumbo, and has ereted a fort at thc fouth entrance
of the principal pafs leading into the Punjab. For defraying the
expence incurred by the Sicque troops, the Jumbo chief has made
rigorous demands on the native inhabitants of the city, and is now
throwing an eye on the forcign merchants; who, dreading his
difpofition and neceflities, have taken a general alarm. It was
with much pleafure I faw the perfon on whom my bill was drawn,
a man of a fair and honourable character, enjoying, amid(t thefe
diforders, a moderate fecurity. He fecmed to have procured the
favour of Mhah Sing, who, with other officers of the party, fup-
ported him againft the defigns of the Rajah. The perfon entrufted
with the government of the town of Jumbo, during the abfence of
the chief then in the field, was fo exact a counterpart of his malter

Vor. L Ii in
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in the fyftem of oppreffion, that I was advifed to a fpeedy depar-
ture, left I fhould fall under an infpetion. Though much fa-
tigued by an harraffing journey, and the fale of my horfe, with
other neceffary concerns, was to be adjufted, fuch was the afcen-
dency of my fears, that on the 16th of the month, I was ready to
proceed.

In laying before you thefe fcattered pieces of intelligence, I
muft not forget to notice, that the courtezans and female dancers
of the Punjab and Kafhmire, or rather a mixed breed of both thefe
countries, are beautiful women, and are held in great eftimation
through all the northern parts of India: the merchants eftablithed
at Jumbo, often become fo fondly attached to a dancing girl, that,
neglecting their occupation, they have been known to diffipate, at
her will, the whole of their property ; and I have feen fome of them
reduced to a fubfiftence on charity ; for thefe girls, in the manner
-of their profeffion, are profufe and rapacious. ,

My Kafhmirian hoft, who continued to opprefs me with kind-
nefs, had a brother living in the fame houfe, who was fo much
affliCted with the rheumatifm, that he could not ftir out of his
room. Poflefling much uieful information, with a pleafant focia-
ble temper, I was glad to be admitted to his converfation, which
equally amufed me, and contributed to a knowledge of this quarter
of India. He gave me alfo fome diretions for my conduct in
Kafhmire, which wcie delivered with an air of candour, and fo

apparently



FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 258

apparently void of defign, that I {hould have becn ridiculoufly
feeptical in not giving them credit. ‘The day before I left Jumbo,
he called me into his room, and in very affetionate language, faid,
My friend, you are now about vifiting a country, whofe inha-
¢ bitants are of a charaéter ditferent from any you have hitherto
¢ fcen, and it behoves you to be wary and diligent, for thcy are
¢ a fubtle and keen people. You muft particularly be on your
« guard againft my brother, who is now in that country, and
« will probably endeavour to borrow fome of your money. Stea-
¢ dily withftand his folicitations, nor lend him a rupee ; for if you
¢ do, the money is loft. Make your difbunfements orly on the
«¢ delivery of the goods, and, however urgent he is, do not make
« any advance.”” He difplayed, I thought, a fingular trait of ho-
nefty in giving an advice wholly divefted of a tendency to promote
the interefts of his family, at the expence of fair dcaling.
Tuoucu the diltri@ts of Buddoo and Chinanah * do not at
this day form immediate appendages of Jumbo, they are fo inti-
mately dependent on its policy, that to avoid prolixity, I will
throw their limits into one defcription. This united territory is
bounded on the north by the river Chinaun, which divides it
from Kifhtewer; on the caft by independent Hindoo diftriéts ;
on the fouth by Biffouly; and on the weft by the Punjab. It
would be hazarding too hafty an affertion to offer any fpecific

® This diftri&t lies to the wetward of Jumbo.
Iiz2 calculation
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cdlculation of the Jumbo revenue, as the larger moiety is pro-
duced by import and export duties, which are now in a fluétu-
ating ftate, and have been diminithing fince the acceffion of the
prefent chief ; .but the current informatioa of the country, ftates
the ordinary receipt at five lacks of rupees, exclufive of the pro.
duce of Buddoo and Chinanah:
Iam,
Dear Sir,
Your's, &c,

LETTER
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LETTER XL

DEAR SIR,

TH E frequent introduction of the Sicques
to your notice, will have naturally excited a defire to examine the
hiftory of this new and extraordinary people, who within a period
of twenty years, have conquered a trat of country; extending in
certain direftions from the Ganges to the Indus. . My knowledge
of the fubject does not permit me to deduce, on fubftantial au-
thority, their hiftory from the period in which Nanock their firft
inftitutor and law-giver lived, or mark with an order of dates the
progrefs which this people have made, and the varying gradations
of their power, until their attainment of their prefent ftate of na-
tional importance. You who are apprized of the futility of the
documents which compofe the general texture of Eaftern record,®

who

® Neither the genius of the people nor the form of their government is favourable
to the growth of Hiftory, which is rarely feen to flourith on defpotic ground. The
a&ions of Afiatic princes are ufually recarded by their own feribes 5 aud we know that
a large portion of the annals of lrdia was manufatured under imperial infpeétion,
1t is, therefure, fearcely within the verge of probabilty, that a writer, aitratted by fo
powerful an inflyence, would dared to havé thruwn the piercing light of Hiftory on

the
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who have witneffed the irrefiftible tendency of an Afiatic mind te
Ation, and the produce of its ductile fancy, will grant me an in-
dulgent fcope, and will, I truft, belicve, that though the body of
the hiftory be not complete, fuch parts only will be noticed, as are
either founded on received tradition, or on thofe legends which
have the lcaft exceptionable claims to credit.

Unper fheiter of this preliminary, I will proceed to inform
you that Nanock,* the founder of the Sicque nation, was born in
the year of the Chriftian @ra, 1469, during the reign of Sultan
Beloul, at the village of Tulwundy,} about fixty miles to the
weftward of Lahore. Nanock appears to have poflefled qualities
happily adapted to effect the inttitution of a new fjftem of religion.
He was inflexibly juft; hec enjoyed from nature a commanding

the reigning monarch, or even to have examined with freedom the aétions of his an-
ceftors, who have, for more than two hundred years, maintained an unbroken fuc-
ceflion of the Empire of Hiadoftan. Oriental fpeech, pregnant with figure, and ca-
pable of expreffing the wildeft flights of fancy, diflains the limits of Hiftory. Itis
better fitted to modulate poetic ftrains, and defcribe the wide region of romance ;
where it can roam without reftraint, and happily without the power of committing
extenfive injuries.

* He was of the Chittery or fecond caflt of Hindoos, and according to a fecret be
lief of the Sicques, a [pecies of fecondary incarnation of the Supreme Deity.

+ A Patan king of Dehli, who reigned previous to Baber’s conqucft of Hindoftan,

t This village is now known by the name of Rhaypour. The terms given by the
Sicques to their places of worthip, are Sunghut, Durmfallah, and Dairab, words lig=
nifying, in the Hinduee, an aflembly of the people, a charitable or pious foundation,
and a houfe. This lalt appellation feems to be applied in an eminent fenfe, as * the
% houfe.” The Sicques, in commemoration .f the place of Nanock’s birth, have
erefted an edifice at Tulwundy, where a grand feftival is annually celebrated.

elocution,
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elocution, and was endowed with a calm paffive fortitude, which
fuccefsfully fupported him through the long courfe of a dangerous
occupation. ‘The tenets of Nanock forbid the worfhip of images,
and ordain that the places of public prayer fhall be of plain con-
ftruction, and devoid of every exhibition of figure. A book, en<
titled the Grurth, which contains the civil an'd religious inftitutes
of Nanock, is the only typical obje&t which the Sicques have ad«
mitted into their places of worfhip. Inftead of the intermediation
of fubordinate deities, they are direted to addrefs their praver to
one God, who, without the aid of any delegate, is to be confidered
the unaffociated ruler of the univerfe.* Tholgh many eflential
differences exift between the religious code of the Hindoos and that
of the Sicques, a large fpace of their ground-work exhibits ftrong
features of fimilarity. The article indeed of the admiffion of pro-
felytes amongft the Sicques, has caufed an effential deviation from
the Hindoo fyflem, and apparently levelled thofe barriers which
were conftructed by Brimha, for the arrangement of the different
ranks and profeffions of his people. Yet this indifcriminate ad-
miffion, by the qualifications which have been adopted, do not
widely infringe on the cuftoms and prejudices of thofe Hindoos

® When it is noticed that the worfhip of the Hindoos is loaded with a mafs of
puerile ceremony, and oftentimes condu@ed with a ridiculous grimace, it will not
feem furprizing that a creed, founded on principles calculated to promate the eftublith-
ment of a fimple uniform religion, and promulgated by a man of dittinguithed tribe and
excmplary manners, fhould draw to it profelytes even in thebigotied regions of India,

who
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who have embraced the faith of the Sicques. They ftill preferve
.the diftinctions which originally marked their feéts, and perform
many of the ancient cercmonics of their nation. They form ma-
tiimonial connections only in their own tribes, and adhere impli-
citly to the rules prefcribed by the Hindoo law, in the choice and
preparation of their food. The only aliment ufed in common, by
the Sicques at this day, is the purfsud,* or facrcd bread, from
the participation of which no tribe or clafs of their people is
excluded.

Few events of hiftorical importance are related of Nanock,
the founder of this .fet, who pofleffing neither territory nor
wealth, nor aided by the force of arms, preached his dotrine in
peace, and manifefted, in the countries which he vifited, an un-
affected fimplicity of manners. He journeyed through moft of the
kingdoms in India, from whence, according to the tradition of
the Sicques, he went into Perfia and Arabia. In his travels, which
with fhort intetvals continued for the fpace of fifteen years, he
was attended by a Mahometan mufician, named Murdana, who
became his convert, and ever remained faithfully attached to his
perfon. It is faid that in one of the expeditions of Baber 4 into.

* The purfaud is faid to be a compofition of flour, butter, and certain fpices ; this
bread after being confecrated by the Bramins, is alfo ufed by fom~ fe&s of Hi: doos in
the ceremony of adminiftering an oarh, particularly in that quarter of the Oriffa pro~
vince, contiguous to the temple of Juggud Nautt.

t+ Baber defeated the Patan King of Hindoftan, in A. D. 1526,

India,
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India, Nanock having been apprehended by fome of the foldiers,
was brought before that prince, who informed of the fan&ity of
his charalter, treated him with refpet and indulgence. As no
records of the Moghul Empire bear a teftimony of the exiftence of
this fe€t during the period in which Nanock lived, it cannot be
fuppofed that his converts were numerous or powerful. Nanock,
according to the Sicque records, died in the month of Auguft,
A. D. 1539, aged feventy years, at Dayrah, a village on the banks of
the Rawee, about forty miles to the northward of Lahore, where
a vaft concourfe of people annually affemble, to perform certain
ceremonies in commemoration of the day of his deceafe.  Nanock,
though he had two fons, devolved the charge of the miffion to his
favourite difciple Anghut,* a Hindoo of the Chittery tribe, to
whom he alfo entrufted the publication - of the laws and precepts
of his dottrine. Anghut, who feems to have-paffed his time in
retirement, died about the year 1542, at the town of Khadour,}
the place of his nativity. He was fucceeded by Ammerdafs, a
native of the Lahore diftrict, who propagated the new doétrine
without moleftation, and died in the year 1574, at the village of

#® Nanock changed the original name of his fucceflor, which was Lina.

+ The religious and hifterical writings of the Sicques, are written in a charatter
called the Gooros Mbeckes, or the language of the Gaoross, or prictts, This letter,
which is faid to have been invented by Nanock, differs from the various charaters in
wle among the Hindoos.

t A village in the Punjab, about forty miles to the eaftward of Lahore.

Vor. L. Kk Govin-
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Govindual.* Ramdafs,4 who had efpoufed the daughter of the
laft preceptor of the Sicques, was then chofen the reprefentarive
of their fet. This prieft lived in the reign of Acbar, and, ac-
cording to the tradition of the Sicques, experienced fome marks of
that emperor’s favour. Retiring in the latter part of his life to
a fmall diftri¢t} in the vicinity of Lahore, which Acbar had
granted to him, he founded the town of Ramdaffpour. He re-
paired alfo and ornamented a refervoir of water, which had in an~
cient times been dedicated at that place by the Hindoos to their
God Ram, and to which he now gave the name of Amrut Sir.§
Ramdafs made a compilation of the hiftory and precepts of his
predecefiors, and annexing his nwn comrentaries, ordained that
his difciples fhould form tke principles of their faith on the doc~
trine fet forth in the joint colleCtion. Ramdafs died at the town
be had founded about the year 1581, and was fucceeded by his
fon Arjun, who having incurred the difpleafure of a Hindoo || fa-
voured by Jehanguir, was committed by that prince to the perfe-
cution of his enemy ; and his death, which happened in the year
1606, at Lahore, was caufed it is. fakl by the rigour of confine-

* Situate on the Byas, the fecond Punjab river from the eaftward.

+ This Gooroo was born in the city of Lahore,

1 At the diftance of twenty four miles from Labore,

§ Amrut, according to the mythology of the 11indoos, is a water faid to beftow
immortality on thofe who drink it; and Sir, in certain dialeéts of the Hinduee, tignie
fies a piece of water.

§ Named Cnaundoo.
ment.”
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ment. The fucceffion devolved on Hurrgovind, his only fon,
who actuated by revenge for the cruelties exercifed on his father,
and ftrongly fupported by the enthufiaftic valour of his adherents,
he dragged the Hindoo from his houfe, though within the walls
of Lahore, and put him to death, Fearing the effeéts of the
emperor’s difpleature, Hurigovind fled to Hurtarpouf, a village
founded by his father, where he colleted an armed body for the
defence of his petfori, and according to the records of the nation,
defeated a force that Jehanguir had fent to punifh his rebellion.
But the vein of incongruous ftory which runs through the at.
chievements of this militant prieft, precludes the derivation of
any extenfive hiftoricdl ufe. The only paffage deferving a ferious
notice, reprefents, that an officér of Jehanguir, named Mahobut
Khan, efféfted the Sicque’s fubmiffion to the emperor, who or-
dered him to be imprifoned in the fort of Gualior: but that after
a fhort confinement, hé was, at the interceffion of Mahobyt Khan,
fet at liberty. It is not feen that Hurrgavind difturbed the peace
of the Moghul government at.a future period, but paffing his
days in a reclufe manner, he died about the year 1644, at Khyrut-
pour, a village in the Punjab, The Sicques conferred the office of
pricfthood on Harray, the grandfon of Hurrgovind, though four
of their late preceptor’s fons were: alive. No oth:r mention is
made of Harray, than that he died in the year 1661 at Khyrut-
pour. At his death, a violent conteft arofe for the fucceffion,
which was claimed by the refpeftive adherents-of his two fons,

Kk2 Ramroy,
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Ramroy and Hurkifhen, then in infancy; but not being enabled
“to adjuft their claims at home, they appealed to the courts of law
at Dehli, where the opponents appeared, and fet forth their feveral
pretenfions. ‘The caufe it is faid terminated in a permiffion being
granted to the Sicques to nominate their own prieft ; when, ad-
jutting the conteft, they eleCted Hurkifhen, whe died at Dehli in
1664, a fhort time after his inveftiture.

HurkisHEN was fucceeded by Taigh Bhahauder, his uncle,
‘who appears to have been perfecuted with inveterate animofity by
the adherents of Ramroy; who being fupported by fome perfons
of influence at the court of Aurungzebe, an order was obtained for
the imprifonment of the new prieft, ‘Taigh Bhahauder, after re«
maining in confinement at Dehli for the fpace of two years, was
Teleafed at the intreaty of Jay Sing, the powerful chief of Jayna-
ghur, who was at that time proceeding to Bengal on the fervice of
government.  The Sicque accompanied his patron to Bengal,
whence he returned to the city of Patna, which became his ufual
place of abode. The records of the Sicques fay that Ramroy ftill
maintained a claim to the pricfthood, and that after a long feriés
of virulent perfecution, he accomplithed the deftruétion of Taigh
Bhahauder, who was conveyed to Dehli by an order of Court, and
in the year 1675, publickly put to death. The formal execution
of a perfon, againft whom, the Sicques fay, no criminal charge
was exhibited, is fo repugnant to the character and the a&ions of
Aurungzebe, that we are involuntarily led to charge the Sicques

of a
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of 4 wilful mifreprefentation of fats, injurious to the memory of
the prince, and extravagantly partial to the caufe of their prieft.
No document for the elucidation of this paffage appearing in any
of the memoirs of Hindoftan that have reached my knowledge, I
am prevented from difcovering the quality of the crime which fub-
jeted Taigh Bhahauder to capital punifhment.

GovIND SiNG, then a youth, and the only fon of Taigit
Bhahauder, was called to the fucceffion by the largeft portion of
the Sicque’s difciples: but the intelligence of his father’s death,
and dread of a like fate, had induced him to fly from Patna,
whence he retired after a feries of various adventures into the ter-
ritory of Siringnaghur. Though Govind Sing could not then
have reached his fifteenth year, he evinced many marks of a
haughty and turbulent fpirit, which was confpicuoufly thewn in
his condut to the Siringnaghur chief. On pretence of an infult
being offered, he colleéted his party, which amounted it is faid to
four or five thoufand men, and defeated a body of the Siringna«
ghur troops; but being worfted in fome future action, or, ac-
cording to the authority of the Sicque, obliged by an order of the
emperor to leave the country of Siringnaghur, he proceeded with
his adherents to the Punjab, where he was hofpitably * received
by a marauding Hindoo chief of that quartér. Endowed with an

® The dependencies of Mackaval, through which the river Sutledge runs, were
given by this Hindoo to Govind Sing, where he founded certain villages.

active
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altive and daring temper, the Sicque affifted his new affociate in
various expeditions againft the bordering landholders, and often
in oppofing the forces of government. The predatory conduét of
Govind Sing rend ring him obnoxious to the governor of Sirhend,
he was attacked and driven from his place of refidence. Being
afterwards difco 'ered amongft the hills in the northern pasts of
the Sirhend diftricts, he was fo vigoroufly prefled by the imperial
troops, that abandoning his family and effeéts, he was compelled
to fave himfelf by fpeedy flight. Vizier Khan, the governor of
Sirhend, fullied the reputation he had acquired in this fervice, by
putting to death, in cold blood, the two younger fons of Govind
Sing. A fevere vengeance was taken for this att at a future pe<
riod by the Sicques, who giving a loofc to favage and indifcrimi.
nate cruelty, maffacred the Mahometans, of every age and fex,
that fell into their hands. After his late difafter, Govind Sing
found a fecure retreat in the Lacky Jungles,* which its natural
defence, a fcarcity of water, and the valour of its inhabitants, 4
hid rendered at that day impregnable. But when the refentment
of government abated, he returned without moleftation to his
former refidence in the Punjab. ‘The Sicques fay, he even re-
ceived marks of favour from Bhahauder Shah, who being apprifed
of his military abilitics, gave him a charge in the-army which

® A woody country, fituate in the northern part of the Punjab, and famous for a
breed of excellent horfes, called the Jungle Tazee.
+ The Jatts,

marched
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nrirched into the Decan to oppofe the rebellion of Rambuchfh.®
Govind Sing was affaflinated during this expedition by a Patan
foldier, and he died of his wounds in 1708, at the town of Nan-
dere,+ without leaving any male iffue; and a tradition delivered:
to the Sicques, limiting their priefts to the number of ten, induced
them to appoint no fucceffor to Govind Sing. A Sicque difciple,
named Bunda, who had attended Govind Sing to the Decan, came,
after the death of. his chief, into the Punjab; where, claiming a
merit from his late conneftion, he raifed a fmall force, and in va-
rious defultory enterprizes, eftablifhed the charaéter of a brave but
cruel foldier. His fuccefles at length drew to his ftandard the
whole body of the Sicque nation, which had.now widely deviated
from the precepts of their founder. A confidence in their ftrength,
rendered prefumptuous by the abfence of the emperor, had made
them rapacious and daring, and the late perfecutions, cruel and
enthufiattic. Bunda, after difperfing the parties of the lefier Ma-
hometan chiefs, attacked the forces of Vizier Khan, the governor
of Sirhend, who fell in an aftion that was fought with an obfti~
nate valour, but ended in the tota) defeat of the imperial troops.
The Sicques exprefled an extraordiuary joy at tius vi€tory, as it
¢nabled them to fatiate their revenge for the death of the fons of
Govind Sing. ‘The wife of Vizies Kiian, with his chilc.en, und a

® A brother of Bhahauder Shah.
4 Nandere is fituate near the banks of .the Godavery, about 100 ailes to the
*northveaft of Hyderabad.
vaft
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vaft multitude of the inhabitants of Sirhend were deftroyed with
every fpecies of wild fury. The mofques were overthrown or pol-
luted, and the dead, torn out of their graves, were expofed to the
beafts of prey. A party of Sicques had at the fame time penetrated
the greater Duab, and feized on the town and certain diftriéts of
Saharanpour,* where they {laughtered the inhabitants, or forcibly
made them converts to the new faith. Bunda, who had rapidy
acquired the pofleflion of an extenfive territory, was now deferted
by his good fortune. He had croffed the river Sutledge with an
intention of carrying his conquefts to the weftward, but being:
encountered by Shems Khan, an imperial officer who commanded
in that quarter, he was repulfed with a great lofs. The Sicque’s
troops employed in the Duab expedition, had even approached
the vicinity of Dehli, but they were defeated by the forces of the
empire, and driven back to the diftrits which ftill remained fub-
je&t to Bunda.

Sucu was the fituation of the Sicques when Bhahauder Shah
finithed the Decan campaign, and returned in the year 1710 to
Hindoftan. Alarmed at the progrefs, and irritated at the cruelties
they had exercifed, he marched towards their ftations with a de-
termination to crufh the feft, and revenge the injuries that had
been inflited on the Mahometan religion. Sultan Rouli Khan,
enc of his principal officers, advanced with a divifion of the army,

4 For its fituation, fec Renncll’s map;

spd
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and encountering the Sicques on the plains of Sirhend, put them
to flight after a bloody confli€t; and a party of the fugitives who
had taken retuge with Bunda, in a ftrong poft, were made pri-
foners, though not before their chief had efcaped. The Sicques
who furvived this difafter, though compelled to difperfe, and their
chief to wander about the country in difguife, were not conquered
in the reign of Bhahauder Shah., The death # of this prince im-
peded the fuccefs of an attive purfuit which had been made after
the vanquithed fectaries, on whofe lives a price was fet in every part
of the empire. Conformably to the order of the laft prieft, the
difciples of Nanock had permitted the growth of the hair of the
head and beard. An edit was therefore ifued,- compelling the
Hindoos of every tribe to cut off their hair.

JeuanpARr Suam,4 who fucceeded to the empire, made a
feeble effort 1o accomplifh the extirpation of the Sicques, but his
fhort reign being involved in an alternate feries of debauchery, and
tumultuous defence of his country againft the invafion of Furruck
Sir, this people were encouraged to emerge from their conceal-
ment, and again take up the fiword. In the reign of Furruck Sir,}
the Sicques, who had then colleted a large force,§ were vigoroufly
attacked by Abdul Sumet Khan, the governor of Lahore, who

# Bhahsuder Shah died about the year 1712.

+ This Emperor reigned only a few months.

1 Furruck Sir’s reign continued from 1712-3 to 1719.

§ The Sicque forces amounted, it is faid, to 20,000 cavalry.

Vou. 1. L1 gave
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gave them battle near the fort of Loghur,* and gained a decifive
viCtory. Thofe who efcaped took fhelter with Bunda in Loghur,
but being clofely invefted, and reduced to extreme diftrefs from
hunger, they furrendered at difcretion.f+ ‘The captives were con-
veyed in triumph to Dehli, where being exhibited in an ignominious
manner to the inhabitants of the city, they met a deferved fate, for
their favage and often unprovoked cruelties. Yet they met it with
an undaunted firmnefs, and died amidft the wondering praife of
the populace.

Havina thus briefly related the origin of the Sicques,} with a
chronological notice of their ten priefts, and the iffue of Banda'’s
attempt to eftablith an independent dominion, I will interrupt the
Mhiftorical narrative at this period, by a fummary defcription of cer=
tain domeftic ordinances eftablifhed by Nanock and his fucceffors,
The perfon defirous of becoming a member of the Sicque doétrine,
is condutted into the prefence of five or more of their people, of
any clafs or profeffion, affembled for the occafion, when one of
them pours into the hollow of hjs hand a little water, which, being
touched by the toe of each of the Sicques, the profelyte fwallows,

® Situate about one hundred miles to the north-weft of Lahare.

+ This event happened in 1714.

3 The Sicques affix to their proper name the word Sing, which fignifying a lion
in the Sanfcrit language, the appellation. of Sing belongs properly to the military
order, ‘The civil body of the people, artizans, merchants, and all the lower clafles,
being denominated Sicques, or difciples,

previoufly
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previouly -repeating the words * Wab*® gooroojee ka kbalfab, wab
¢« goorvojee ka futtab.” After the performance of this obligation, a
cup filled with fherbet is introduced, out of which he drinks five
times, and repeats at intervals the afore-mentioned ejaculation.
At the conclufion of this ceremony, the convert is inftruéted in
the ufe of a prayer of great length, in which the religious, moral,
and political duties of a Sicque are fet forth, and the obfervance of
them enjoined.

Tue firft part of the initiation obferved in admitting a profe-
Iyte, denotes the equality of the followers of Nanock, and is defigned
to deftroy that fabric of ceremony and form, which the Hindoos
are now taught to confider as the efential principle of their reli-
gion: but the purpofe of the Sicque priefts in elevating the new
religion on this fimple bafe, has been but partially exccuted. The
military Sicques: permit the hair of the head and beard to grow
long; they ufually fix an iron bracelet on the left hand, and they
are prohibited the ufe of tobacco. Thefe regulations, which were
probably inftituted by their law-givers to diftinguifh them from
other nations, are now become duties of a primary clafs, and feem

® Thefe words, compofed of the Arabic and Hindoo languages, convey a benedic<
tion on the govornment of the Sicques, and on the memory of their priefts, "The
Sicques falute cach other by the exprefion #ab Gaorss, without any inclination of the
body, or motion of the hand. ‘The government a¢ large, and their armies, are deno-
minated Kbalfa aud Kbalfajes,

Ll2 almoft
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almoft to form the effence of their creed.® By a law of Nanock,
widows are expreflly forbidden to deftroy themfelves at the death
of their hufbands, and are permitted to renew the ceremonies of
marriage. But fo ftrong is yet the adherence of the Sicques who
have been converted from the Hindoo tribes, to the ancient cuftoms
of their country, that many of their women are feen afcending the
funeral pile; nor are they ever induced to enter a fecond time into
the connubial ftate. The Sicques, after the manner of the Hin~
doos, bury their dead ; and they oblige the Mahometan converts
to adopt the like ufage. They hold a lamentation for the death of
any perfon criminal, and equally unjuft as to be afflicted with
gricf at the payment of an equitable debt, or the furrender of a
truft. Their belief of a future ftate feems to correfpond in mofk
of its parts with the metempfychofis of the Hindoos; and as a
fketch of that fyftem has been already given, any further explam-
tion of it is unneceffary.

Tue Sicque nation is compofed of two diftinét feéts, or orders

® This would appear to be an effe@ naturally produced in the minds of the bulk
of mankind, who eagerly fix their attention and their affections on exterior objeSs §
which having been taught to behold, with fenuments of refpet and religious enthu-
fiafm they become fo firongly attached to them, thut a poition of temporal welfare,
with the hope of future happinefs, fecms among many nati.ns to depend « 1 1 rigorous
obfervance of form. A confpicuous example of this difpofition wus evinced in the
rage which the Ruffians manifefted on being obliged by Peter to fave ractr veards,
The prince perhaps encountered lefs danger ana difficulty in gwvitg  aew forur and
new manners (0 the empire, than in accomplithing that cnauge in the pecions of his
fubjeﬂ!.

of
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of people; thofe who compofe the moft ancient one are denomi-
nated Kbualafab,* and adhere, with little deviation, to the inftitu-
tions of Nanock, and the eight fucceeding priefts ; in obedience
to which, the Khualafah fe&t are ufually occupied in civil and do-
meftic duties. They cut off the hair of their heads and beards,
and in their manners and appearance refemble the ordinary claffes
of the Hindoos.4

Tax modern order of the Sicques, entitled Khalfa, was founded
by Govind Sing; who, deviating from the ordinances of his pre-
deceffors, imparted a ftrong military fpirit to his adherents, whofe
zealous attachment enabled him to indulge the ‘bent of a fierce
and turbulent temper, and to give fcope to an ambition, naturally
arifing from the power which his/pppularity had created. Go-
vind Sing is faid to have reftricted his fetaries from the ufe of to-
bacco, and to have enjoined them to permit the growth of the
beard, and the hair of the head. The military divifion of the
people is compofed of the Khalfa fet, which, from a native harfh-
nefs of features and haughtinets of deportment, is confpicuoufly
difcriminated from that of the Khualafah, and other claffes of the
foreign converts.

For the fpace of feventy years after the death of Nanock, the

¢ Kbualafab conveys virtually the fame meaning in the Arabic, as Kbalfab, which
fignifies pure, gonuine, &c.

+ | have been informed that matrimonial connecions are occafionally formed be-
tween the Hindoos, and Kbuslufah Sicqucs,

growth
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growth of the Sicques was flow, and their conduét was regulated
by a temperate difcretion. But when the Moghul empire had re-
ceived its mortal wound from the commotions which arofe amongft
the fons and the grandfons of Aurungzebe ; when it was no longer
guided by the fkilful and vigorous hand which had diffufed witdom
and fpirit throughout its vaft machine, the difciples of Nanock
iffued into the ficld, and participated in the varying fortunes of the
day. The rebellions of the diftant provinces, and the factions
and intrigues of the court, events which rapidly followed the death
of Aurungzebe, gave a powerful aid to the exertions of the Sic-
ques ; who improving the favourable occafion, carried their de-
predations, even in the reign of Bhahauder Shah, to the environs
of the capital. The fituation * of the country where the doétrine
of the Sicques had been the moft widely promulgated, and where
they firft formed a military body, contributed to augment their
power, as well as afford fhelter againft a fuperior force of their
enemies. On the fkirts of forefts and mountains, impervious to
cavalry, they enjoyed alfo the benefits arifing from the vicinity of
an opulent populous territory, which at once afforded a ftore of
converts and plunder.

Tue Sicque common-wealth acquired an active ftrength from
the fpirit and valour.of Bunda, who had infpired them with a zeal,
which rendered meritorious every act of cruelty to the enemies of

¢ In the vicinity of the Punjab mountains.
their
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their faith, and gave their attacks, until oppofed by the collected
force of the empire, an irrefiftible impulfe. The fuccefs of this
fierce adventurer, had allured to his ftandard a numerous body of
profelytes : fome to obtain a protetion againft the rapacity of the
Sicque government, others to take fhelter from the oppreffions or
juft demands of the empire: whilft many embraced the new doc-
trine, from the hope of participating the plunder of the Punjab.
‘The larger portion of the converts were of the tribe of Jatts * and
Goojers ; a people who are chiefly feen in the northern parts of
India. They are efteemed fkilful and active hufbandmen, but no-
torious for a turbulent and reftlefs temper.

Tue defeat and death of Bunda effeCted a'total deftrution of
the power of the Sicques, and, oftenfibly, an extirpation of their
fef. An edi® was iffued by Furruck Sir, directing that every
Sicque falling into the hands of his officers, thould on a refufal of
embracing the Mahometan faith, be put to the fword. A valuable
reward was alfo given by the emperor, for the head of every
Sicque; and fuch was the keen fpirit that animated the perfecu-
tion, fuch the fuccefs of the exertions, that the name of a Sicque
no longer exifted in the Moghul dominion. Thofe who ftill ad-
hered to the tenets of Nanock, either fled into the mountains at-
the head of the Punjab, or cut off their hair, and exteriorly re-
nounced the profeflion of their religion.

* The Khalfah Sicques have largely originated from thefe tribes,
AFTER
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ArTER a period of more than thirty years, the fpark that
had lain concealed amongft the ruins of the fabrick of Nanock,
burft forth, and produced a flame which hath never been extin-
guifhed. It is mentioned that the Sicque forces appeared in arms
at the period of Nadir Shah’s return from Dehli ;* when the Per-
fian army, encumbered with fpoil, and regardlefs of order, was at-
tacked in the rear by detached predatory parties of Sicque cavalry,
who occafionally fell upon the baggage-guards, and acquired a large
plunder. During the periods of tumult and diftrefs, which fol-
lowed the Perfian,+ and the firft Afghan invafion, the Sicques
emerged more confpicuoufly from their places of concealment ; and
colleting a numerous party of promifcuous adventurers, they foon
rofe into military importance. Even at the low ebb to which the
Sicques had been reduced by the deftruction ef their force, the
death of their leader, and the profcription of their fe&l, they had
continued to refort fecretly to Amrut Sir; and as the attention of
the empirc became, at fubfequent periods, fixed on fubjects that
demanded an undivided force, the Sicques were not molefted in
vifiting their favourite place of worthip, which gradually rofe into
the capital of their narrow territory. Meer Munnoo,} the go-
vernor of Lahore in the reign of Ahmed Shah,§ alarmed at an

® 1739

+ Fiom the year 1739 to 1746,

t Th. fon of rummer nd.Lsein, the vizier of Mahomet Shah.

§ [his prince fucceeded to the empise in 1747, aud was depofed in 5753,

encreafe
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encreafe of power, the evils of which had been already manifefted
by the devaftations of the Sicques in his own country, made a
vigorous attack on them ; and it is fuppofed that their force would
then have been annihilated, had not this people found a ftrenu-
ous advocate in his minifter Korah Mul, who was himfelf of the
Khualafah fect, and diverted Meer Munnoo from reaping the full
fruits of the fuperiority he had gained.

ApINA Bee KuaN, an officer in the fervice of Meer Mun-
noo, had been fent with an army into the centre of the Sicque di{~
tricts, which he over-run; and, encountering their army fome
time in the year 1749, had defeated it with great flaughter.* A
permanent accommodation was ultimately effefted through the
mediation of Korah Mul, between the Sicques and the governor
of Lahore, who being engaged in operations that led to more in-
terefting objects, the Sicques were left at liberty to acquire ftrength,
and enlarge their territory, which extended from the vicinity of
Lahore, to the foot of the mountains, Whiltt Korsh Mul lived,
his influence over the Sicques confined them to their own limit, and
reftrained their depredations. But the death of this officer, who
was flain 4 in an action fought with the Afghans, and the tumult
which arofe at the deceafe of Munnoo,} from the various compe-

® This aion was fought near the village of Mackavaul, in the northern diftricte

of the Punjab.
+ The death of Korah Mul happened in the year 1751,
1 Meer Munnoo died in the year 1752.

Vor. L Mm titors
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titors to the government of Lahore, enabled the Sicques to fix the
bafis of a power, which, though feverely fhaken at a fubfequent
period, has raifed them from a lawlefs banditti to the rank of fo-
vercigns of an extenfive dominion, The charm which had fo
powerfully operated in augmenting and confolidating the fpacious
empire of the Indian Moghuls, and had in the eaftern world pro-
claimed it invincible, was now broken; and a wide theatre was
opened, in which every band of bold adventurers had an ample
fcope to exercife their courage, and where the moft alluring ob-
je€ts were held out to the grafp of ambition and avarice. ‘The
fouthern territories had been difmembered from the empire; and
the Perfians and Afghans, the Mahrattas and the Sicques, had
feverally plundered and laid wafte the northern provinees, and the
capital.

ArTER the death of Meer Munnoo, and a rapid fucceflion of
flecting governors, the government of Lahore devolved on Adina
Beg Kban ;* and the court of Dehli, in oppofition to the arrange-
ments of the Duranny Ahmed Shah, who had annexed the Lahore
province to his dominion, avowedly fupported the power which
Adina Beg had affumed in the Punjab. ‘The courage and military
experience of this officer found an ative employment in curbing
the turbulent and rapacious fpirit of the Sicques : but aware of 'the
advantages that would arife from a confederacy with a people whofe

® The officer who defeated the Sicques at the battle of Mackavaul.

depre-
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depredations, accompanied with every fpecies of rapine, could not
be prevented without continued warfare, Adina Beg made an al-
liance with the Sicques, founded on a fcheme of combined hoftili-
ties againft the Afghans, whofe territories ® he invited them to
lay wafte, without requiring participation of the booty. Every
infringement of the compact being feverely refented by Adina Beg,
the Sicques were rarely feen interrupting the peace of his govern-
ment,

Tue court of Dehli, having by intrigue and occafional military
aids, zealoufly contributed to promote the fucceffes of the Lahore
chief, Ahmed Shah brought an army in the yeas 17§6 into India,
to recover the poffeflion of the Punjab, and to punifh Ghaze-ud-
Dien, the minifter of Alumguir the Second, who had affumed an
abfolute authority in the capital.  Adina Beg, an ative fupporter
of the minifter's interefts, which were clofely united with his own,
not having a fufficient force to meet Ahmed Shah Duranny in the
field, fled into the adjacent mountains, where he remained in con-
cealment until the departure of the Afghan prince to his northern
dominions.

In the year 1757, or 1758, a numerous army of Mahrattas,

Mma2 after

® The Afghans were at that time poflefled of a tra& of country, reaching from

the Chinnaun river to the Indus.
+ They bad been invited into Hindoftan by Ghaze-ud-Dien, to fupport an ad-
_miniftration which was detefted by the people, and oppofed by a party at court, Had
not
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after fubduing the adjacent territory, arrived in the city of Dehli,
where their chicfs affumed an abfolute fway. Adina Beg, aware of
the benefits of an alliance with the Mahrattas, reprefented to their
chiefs, that the Punjab garrifons, weakened by the departure of
Ahmed Shah, wou i fall an eafy conqueft to their arms, which he
offered to reinforrc with his party, and the influence he poffeffed
in that quarter. The Mahratta army moved without delay into
the Punjab, and, expelling the Afghans from Sirhend and Lahore,
reduced to their power a tract of country that extended to the
river Jaylam.* National commotions calling the principal Mah-
ratta officers into the Decan, they appointed Adina Beg Khan,
who had largely promoted their fuccefs, the governor of Lahore.:
but he died early in the following year, at an advanced age,
highly celebrated in Upper India for his military-and political
talents.

Tue Sicquee, awed by the fuperiour power of the Mahrattas,
and fearful of incurring the refentment of Adina Beg, had not
during his government, carried their depredations into the low
country. In the courfe of the feveral cxpeditions which the Af-
ghans made into India under Ahmed Shah, they were feverely
harrafied by the Sicques, who cut off many of their detached par-

not the arms of Ahmed Shah the Dusanny prevailed over the Mahrattas at the battle
of Pannifrett, it is probable that the Mahomctan power would have been extinguifhed
in India. ’

& The fifth Punjab river from the caftward.

ties
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ties ; and evinced, in the various fchemes of annoying the Afghans,
an indefatigable intrepidity.

AuMED SuAH, having in conjunétion with the Mahometan
chiefs of Hindoftan, routed the combined forces of the Hindoos at
the battle of Pannifrett, in the beginning of the year 1761, and
driven the Mahrattas from the northern provinces, meditated a
full revenge on the Sicques; who, during a {mall interval of his
abfence, had in the latter end of the fame year, feized on the largeft
divifion of the Lahore province. Early in the year 1762, he en-
tered the Punjab, which he over-run with a numerous army, dif-
perfing the Sicques wherever they appeared, and-diffufing a ge-
neral terror by the havock which marked his invafion. The
Afghan foon became poflefled of all the low country, and the
Sicques difmayed at his rapid fuccefs, and the cruelties exercifed
by his fierce foldiery, abandoned the plains, and fought a fhelter
with their families in the fkirts of the mountains. A large party
of Sicques had retired towards the northern diftriéts* of Sirhend,
which being more than an hundred miles diftant from Lahore,
the ftation of the Afghan army, they were not apprehenfive
of any immediate attack. But the motions and onfet of Ahmed
Shah were equally rapid and dreadful, Ie fell fuddenly on this
body in Fcbruary 1762, having marched from Lahore in lefs

® The villages of Goojerwal and Baffpour, were at that time their common
_places of refuze.
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than two days, and cut to pieces, it is faid, twenty-five thou-
fand of their cavalry. The Sicques, in their day of fuccefs, having
defiled and deftroyed the molques and other facred places of the
Mahometans, compelling alfo many of them to embrace the faith
of Nanock, now felt the favage vengeance of their enemies.
Amrut Sir was rafed to the ground, and the facred waters choaked
up with its ruins. Pyramids were erefted, and covered with the
heads of flaughtered Sicques ; and it is mentioned, that Ahmed Shah
caufed the walls of the principal mofques which had been polluted
by the Sicques to be wathed with their blood, that the contamina~
tion might be removed, and the ignominy offered to the religion
of Mahomet, expiated. Yet thefe examples of ferocious rigour
did not quell the native courage of the Sicques, who ftill continue
to iffue from their faftnefies, to hover on the rear of the Afghan
armics, and to cut off their fcattered parties.

Aumep Suaw, in the clofe of the year 1762, returned into
Afghanifian, which being compofed of provinces recently con-
quered or acquired, and inhabited by a warlike fierce people, de-
manded a vigilant perfonal attention. A body of his troops, com-
manded by an officer of diftinguifhed rank, had been ftationed in
the Lahore territory, and in the capital, which was ftrongly gar-
rifoned. But foon after the march of Ahmed Shah, the Sicques
were feen defcending from their various holds on the Punjab, which
they rapidly laid wafte, and after feveral defultory altions, in which
the Afghans were defeated, they befieged, and what feems extraor~

dinary,
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dinary, they took the city of Lahore; where wildly indulging the
enmity that had never ceafed to inflame them againtt thefc fevere
fcourges of their nation, they committed violent outrages. The
mofques that had been rebuilt or reftored to ufe by the Maho-
metans, were demolithed with every mark of contempt and in-
dignation ; and the Afghans, in chains, wathed the foundations
with the blood of hogs. They were alfo compelled to excavate
the refervoir at Amrut Sir, which in the preceding year they had
filled up. The Sicques, however, keenly aftuated by refentment,
fet a bound to the impulfe of revenge; and though the Afghan
maffacre and perfecution muft have been deeply imprinted on
their minds, they did not, it is faid, deftroy one prifoner in cold
blood.

Tae records of the Sicques give a relation of a battle fought
with the Afghans, previoufly to the capture of Lahore: but as
its afferted iffue does not correfpond with the feries of fuccefs,
which confpicuoufly in India accompanied the Afghan arms under
Ahmed Shah, or ftand fupported by any collatoral proof to which
I have had accefs, I am neceffarily led to doubt fome parts of the
8icque’s relation. 'This event is faid to have happened in O&ober
1762, when the colleéted body of the Sicque nation, amounting to
fixty thoufand cavalry, had formed a junétion at the ruins of Amrut
Sir, for the purpofe of performing fome appointed ceremony, and
where they refolved, expefting the attack, to pledge their national
exiftence on the event of a battle. Ahmed Shah, at that time en-

camped
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camped at Lahore, marched with a ftrong force to Amrut Sir;$
and immediately engaged the Sicques ; who, roufed by the fury of
a defperate revenge, in fight alfo of the ground facred to the
founders of their religion, whofe monuments had been deftroyed
by the enemy they were then to combat, difplayed, during a bloody
conteft, which lafted from the morning until night, an enthufi-
aftic and fierce courage, which ultimately forced Ahmed Shah to
draw off his army and retire with precipitation to Lahore. The
Sicques, it is alfo faid, purfued the enemy to that city, which they
took after a fhort fiege; and that Ahmed Shah, having made his
efcape before the furrender, croffed the Indus. Any probability of
this event can only he reconciled by a fuppofition, that the army
of Ahmed Shah had fuffered fome extraordinary reductious, pre-
vioufly to the peried in which this occurrence+- is faid to have
happened. Without a further difcuffion of this clouded fat, we
will proceed to the common annals of the day, where it is feen
that the Duranny returned into the Punjab, in the autumn of
1763, when he retook Lahore, and again drove the Sicques from
the low country, The fucceffes of this prince, though decided at
the moment, were not followed by either a benefit to himfelf or
to the country he conquered ; and could be only traced by flaugh-
ter and rapine ; for in the courfe of the following year, during his

# This place is about forty miles to the weftward of Lahore.
+ A total eclipfe of the fun is faid to have happened on the day of altion.

fhort
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fhort abfence, the Sicques ravaged the Punjab, expelled the Af-
ghan garrifons, and purfued their fortune with fo vigorous a ra-
pidity, that during the year 1764, they had over-run, and feized
on, an extent of territory reaching from the borders of the Indus
to the diftriéts of Dehli.

AHMED SHAH, in the three following years, continued t6
maintain a defultory war with the Sicques; but poflefling no trea-
fure in India, fearing alfo the effets of a remote refidence from
his native dominion, he muft have at length fhrunk from the dif-
ficulties of conquering a numerous people, who when driven from
the plains, poffeffed impenetrable retreats in forefts and moun-
tains; and, what was more dreadful to their enemies, an invincible
courage.

ArTeR the year 1767, the period of his lalt campaign in
India, Ahmed Shah, feems to have wholly relinquifhed the defign
of fubduing the Punjab. The Sicques now became the rulers of
a large country, in every part of which'they eftablithed an undi-
vided authority, and raifed in it the folid ftructure of a religion,
in the propagation and defence of which, their perfevering valour
merit a common applaufe.

TrmuRr SuAH, the reigning prince of Afghaniftan, the fon of
Ahmed Shah, had made war on the Sicques with various fuccefs.
During the interval of his laft campaign in India, he wrefted from
them the city, with a large divifion of the province of Moultan ;
which the Sicques, contrary to the fpirit of their national cha-

Vor. L Nn raéter,
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ralter, evacuated after a weak refiftance. This furrender might oh
the firft view be termed pufillanimous, efpecially when the inactive
difpofition of Timur is confidered ; but it feems to have been a
natural confequence of their eternal divifions, and the fears enter
tained by the body at large, of the encreafe of individual power,
The dominions of the Sicques, whofe limits are ever in a ftate of
flutuation, was, in the year 1782, bounded on the north by the
chain of mountains that extend in an oblique line acrofs the head
of the Punjab; on the eaft by the poffeflions of the emperor and
his officers, which reach to Pannifrett and Kurrwaul ; on the fouth
eaft by the Agra diftri¢ts ; on the fouth by Moultan ; and on the
weft by the Indus, except where the town and independencies of
Attock, and fome petty chicfships, are interfperfed.

Tue Sicques have reduced the largeft portion of the territory
of Zabitah Khan, leaving him little more than the fort of Ghous
Ghur, with a very limited domain in its vicinity. ‘This chief, the
degenerate fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, has made no vigorous effort
in his defence; but thinking to footh them, and divert their en-
croachments, affumed the name of a Sicque, and oftenfibly, it
is faid, became a convert to the faith of Nanock.* It is not feen
that he derived any benefit from his apoftacy ; for at the period of
my journey through the Duab, the Sicques were invefting his fort,

® Duriy Sing, was the name taken by Zabitah Khan. He was fucceeded by his
fon Gholam Bhahauder, in 1785, who, though an a&ive foldier, and refpeted by the
Sicques, is not emancipated from their power.

and
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and he was reduced to the defperate alternative of calling in a body
of their mercenaries to his affiftance.

In the beginning of the year 1783, a party of Sicques tra-
verfing the Ghous Ghur diftricts, approached the Ganges, where
it forms the weftern limit of Rohilcund, with an intention of
croffing the river, and invading the country of the vizier. Being
at that time in Rohilcund, I witneffed the terror and general
alarm which prevailed amongft the inhabitants, who, deferting
the open country, had retired into forts and places inacceffible to
cavalry. ‘The Sicques, perceiving the difficulty of pafling a river
in the face of the vizier's troops, which were pofted on the
eaftern bank, receded from their purpofe. *This fa& has been
adduced to fhew that the Sicques command ‘an uninterrupted
paflage to the Ganges.*

“Tuus have I laid before you, according to the moft fubftantial
authorities that I could obtain, the origin of the Sicques; their
firft territorial eftablithment, and the outlines of the progrefs they
made, in extending a fpacious dominion, and confolidating the
power which they at this day poflefs. We have feen this people,
at two different periods, combating the force of the Moghul em-
pire, and fo feverely depreffed by its fuperior ftrength, that the
exiftence of their fet was brought to the edge of annihilation,

¢ The Sicque forces affembled again in the beginning of the year 1785, when they
entered the province of Rohilcund, and having laid it wafte, for the'fpace of one
hundred milcs, they returned unmolefted.

Nna The
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The Afghan war involved them in a feries of ftill more grievous
calamity ; as they had then laid the foundation of a growing
power, and more fenfibly felt the ravages of a formidable foe.
They were driven from the fanétuary of their religion, and perfe-
cuted with a rage which feemed to keep pace with the encreafing
ftrength and inveteracy of their enemy : yet we have feen, that in
the loweft ebb of fortune, they retained the fpirit of refource ;
that they boldly feized on évery hold which offered fupport ;
and, by an invincible perfeverance, that they ultimately rofe fu-
perior in a conteft with the moft potent prince of his age.
Grand auxiliary caufes operated alfo in the formation and final
eftablithment of the Sicques’ dominion. It hath already been
noticed, that the firft efforts of this people commenced at a
time when the Moghul empire loft its energy and vigour; when
inteftine commotions, the intrigues of a luxurious court, and the
defection of diftant governors, had promoted the inereafe of in~
dividual interefts, and a common relaxation of allegiance.

Tue decifive fuperiority obtained over the Sicques, by Meer
Munnoo, would, we muft believe, with a judicious application of
its ufes, have removed to a faither diftance the rank which this
ftate now maintains in Hindoftan. To develope the attions of
men, with whofe hiftory we are trivially acquainted, would be fa-
bricating too refined a fyftem of fpeculation ; nor would I now
inveftigate fo obfcure a fubject, were it not to generally obferve,
that the prefervation of the Sicques from the effeéts of Meer

Munnoo's
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Munnoo's fuccefs, appears to have been largely promoted by the
interference of his minifter Khorah Mul, who being himfelf a
Sicque, naturally became a trufty advocate of the fect; and who,
it is faid, completed his afcendancy over the Mahometan, by a
corfiderable donation. But the diftratted ftate of Ahmed Shah’s
Afghan and Perfian dominion, which urgently called on a pers
fonal adminiftration, afforded the Sicques the moft favourable oc-
cafions of accomplithing the conqueft of the Punjab; and it is
probable, that, had the Afghan prince been enabled to prolong
his campaigns in Hindoftan, the Sicques would not, during his
life, have attained any extenfive degree of national confequence.

I rIND an embarraffment in applying a diftinét term to the
form of the Sicque government, which, on the firft view, bears an
appearance of ariftocracy; but a clofer examination difcovers a
large vein of popular power branching through many of its parts,
No honorary or titular diftinttion is conferred on any member *
of the ftate, and the chiefs are treated with a deference that would
feem to arife only from the military charges they may at the inftant
be invefted with, and from a felf-preferving regard to the fubordi-
nation neceffarily required in conducting an armed body. Though
orders are iffued in a Sicque army, and a fpecies of obedience ob-
ferved, punifbments are rarely infliCted; and the chiefs, who

® The pofterity of the ten pricfts are occafionally denominated purgadabs, that is,
defcendants of a faint, or prophet,
often
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often command parties of not more than fifty men, being nume-
rous, its motions are tumultuous and irregular. An equality of
rank is maintained in their civil fociety, which no clafs of men,
however wealthy or powerful, is fuffered to break down. At the
periods when general councils of the nation were convened, which
confifted of the army at large, every member had the privilege of
delivering his opinion; and the majority, it is faid, decided on
the fubject in debate. The Khalfah Sicques, even of the loweft
order, are turbulent people, and pofefs a haughtinefs of deport-
ment which, in the common occurrences of life, peculiarly marks
their charatter. Examples of this difpofition I have myfelf wit-
nefled, and one of them I think merits a diftin& notice. In tra-
velling through the Siringnaghur country, our party was joined by
a Sicque horfeman, and being defirous of procuring his acquain.
tance, I ftudioufly offered him the various attentions which men
obferve to thofe they court. But the Sicque reccived my advances
with a fixed referve and difdain, giving me, however, no individual
caufe of offence; for his deportment to the other paffengers was
not lefs contemptuous. His anfwer, when I afked him the name
of his chief, was wholly conformable to the obfervations I had
made of his nation. He told me (in a tone of voice, and with
an expreflion of countenance, which feemed to revolt at the idea
of fervitude) that he difdained an carthly fuperiour, and acknow-

ledged no other mafter than his prophet |
Tue civil and military government of the Sicques, before a
common
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common intereft had ceafed to actuate its operations, was con-
ducted by general and limited affemblies, which prefided over the
different departments of the ftate. ‘The grand convention, called
in their language Goorimotta, was that in which the army met to
tranfact the more important affairs of the nation; as the declara-
tion of war or peace, forming alliances, and detaching parties on
the fervice of the year. 'The amount of the contributions levied
on the public account was reported to this affembly, and divided
among the chiefs, proportionably to the number of their troops.
They were at the fame time obliged to diftribute a certain fhare of
this property to their foldiers, who, on any caufe of diffatisfac-
tion, made no hefitation in quitting their fervice, and following a
more popular leader. Subordinate officers were &ftablithed for re-
giftering the political correfpondence of the ftate, and for providing
warlike ftores; and the adminiftration of ecclefiaftical affairs was
entrufted to a certain fociety of religeufe, compofed chiefly of the
defcendants of their original priefts, but they did not poffefs any
influence in the temporal regulation of the ftate. Thefe were the
principal ordinances enatted by the firft chiefs, when the people
were united, and a common object governed their public con-
duét. The dominions of the Sicques, now widely extended, have
been fince divided into numerous ftates, which purfue an inde-
pendent intereft, without a regard to gencral policy. The grand
affembly is now rarely fummoned, nor have the Sicques, fince the
Afghan war, been embarked in any united caufe.

TaeIR
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Turir military force may be faid ro confift effentially of ca-
valry; for though fome artillery is maintained, it is auxwardly
managed, and its ufes ill underftood ; and their infantry, held in
Iow eftimation, ufually garrifon the forts, and are employed in the
meaner duties of the fervice. A Sicque horfeman is armed with
a matchlock and fabre of excellent metal, and his horfe is ftrong
and well formed. In this matter I fpeak from a perfonal know-
ledge, having in the courfe of my journey feen two of their par-
ties, each of which amounted to about two hundred horfemen.
They were clothed in white Vefts,* and their arms were pre-
ferved in good order: the accoutrements, confifting of priming
horns and ammunition pouches, were chiefly covered with Eu-
ropean fcarlet cloth, and ornamented with gold lace. The pre-
dile®tion of the Sicques for the match-lock mufquet, and the
coftant ufe they make of it, caufes a diﬂ‘ercnég in their man<
ner of attack from that of any other Indian 'civalry; a party,
from forty ta fifty, advance in a quick pace to the diftance of
a carabine fhot from the enemy, and then, that the fire may
be given yvifh’ the greater certainty, the horfes are drawn up,
and their pieces difcharged; when, fpeedily retiring about a
bundred - paces, they load and repeat the fame mode of annoy-
ing the enemy. ' 'The Korfes have been fo expertly trained to
the perfouaance of this operation, that on recciving a ftroke of

¢ A Jong calico gown, baying « clofe body and ecves, with a white fkirt,
the
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the hand, they ftop from a full career. But it is not by this
mode of combat that the Sicques have become a formidable
people. Their fucceffes and conquefts have largely originated
from an altivity unparalleled by other Indian nations, from
their endurance of exceffive fatigue, and a keen refentment of
injuries. ‘The perfonal endowments of the Sicques are derived
from a temperance of diet, and a forbearance from many of
thofe fenfual pleafures which have enervated the Indian Maho-
metans. A body of their cavalry has been known to make
marches of forty or fifty miles, and to continue the exertion
for many fucceffive days. '

Tue forces of this nation muft be numerous, though I am
not poflefled of amy fubftantial document for afcertaining the
amount. A Sicque will confidently fay, that his country can
furnifh three hundred thoufand cavalry, and, to authenticate the
affertion, affirms that every perfon, holding even a fmall pro-
perty, is provided with a horfe, match-lock, and fide-arms. But
in qualification . of this account, if we admit that the Sicques
when united can bring two hundred thoufand horfe into the field,
their force in cavalry is greater than that of any other ftate in
Hindoftan, A paffage which I extraéted from a memoir,* written
at Dehli in 1777, exhibits a livcl.y picture of this people in
their military capacity. * The Sicques,” it reprefents, * are

® ] believe it was written by Colonel Folicr,

Vor. L. . Oo « in
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# in general firbig and well made ; accuftorned from theif infancy
“ to the moft laborious lifé, and hardeft fare, they make marches,
¢ and undergo fatigues that really appear aftonithing. In their
“ excurfions they carry no tents or baggage, except, perhaps, a
* fmall tent for the principal officer: the reit fhelter themfelves
« under blankets, which ferve them alfo in the cold weather to
« wrap themfelves in, arid which, on a march; cover their. faddles.
“ They have commonly two, fome of them three, horfes each, of
¢ the middle fize, ftrong, ative, and mild tempered. The pro-
 vinces of Lahore and Moultan, noted for.a breed of the beft
“ horfes'in Hindoftan, afford them an ample fupply ; and indeed
 they take the greateft care to encreafe it by all means in their
« power. ‘Though they make merry on the demife of any of their
“ brethren, they mourn for the death of a horfe : thus fhewing
¢ their love of an animal fo neceffary to them in their profeffional
* capacity. The food of the Sicques is of the coarfeft kind, and
« fuch as the pooreft people in Hindoftan ufe from neceffity.
* Bread, baked in afhes, and foaked in 2 math made of different
« forts of pulfe, is the beft difh, and fuch as they never indulge
¢ in but when at full leifure; otherwife, vetches and tares, haftily
“ parched, is all they care for. They abhor fmoaking tobacco,
¢ for what reafon I cannot difcover; but intoxicate themfelves
¢ freely with fpirits of their own country manufatture. A cup
« of the laft they never fail taking after a fatigue at night, Their
« drefs is extremely fcanty: a pair of long blue drawers, and a

* kind
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« kind of checkered plaid, a part of which is faftened round the
¢ waift, and the other thrown over the fhoulder, with 2 mean
* turban, form their clothing and equipage. ‘The chiefs are dif-
“ tinguithed by wearing fome heavy gold bracelets on their wrilts,
“ and fometimes a chain of the fame metal bound round their
* turbans, and by being mounted on better horfes : otherwife, no
« diftinQion appears amongft them. The chiefs are numerous,
« fome of whom have the command of ten or twelve thoufand ca-
¢ valry; but this power is confined to a fmall number, the in-
¢ ferior officers maintaining from one to two thoufand, and many
“ not more than twenty or thirty horfes ; a certain quota of which
« is furnifhed by the chief, the greater part being the individual
¢ property of the horfemen.”

Frowm the fpirit of independence fo mvanably infufed among(t
them, their mutual jealoufy, and a rapacious‘roving temper, the
Sicques at this day are feldom feen co-operating in national concert,
but actuated by the influence of an individual ambition, or private
diftruft, they purfue fuch plans only as coincide with thefe mo-
tives. An example of their forces being engaged in oppofite in-
terefts, has been noticed in the cafe of Mhah Sing, who fuccoured
the Rajah of Jumbo, againft the Sicque party, which had invaded
his country. Before the chiefs of the Mountaineers country, at
the head of the Punjab, were reduced to a tributary itate, fevere
depredations were committed on them Ly the Sicques, who plun-
dered and deftroyed their habitations, carried off the cattle, and, if

Ooz2 ftiorg
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ftrong and well formed, the male children, who were made con-
verts to the faith of Nanock. But.fince the payment of a fixed
tribute has been ftipulated, which does not amount to more than
five per cent. on tl: revenue, the Mountaineers are little molefted,
except when the S:ques have been called in to adjuft their domettic
quarrels.

Tue extenfive and fertile territory of the Sieques, and their
attachment and application in the midft of warfare to the occupa-
tions of agriculture, muft evidently produce a large revenue. The
diftrits dependant on Lahore in the reign of Aurungzebe, pro-
duced, according to Mr. Bernier, a revenue of two hundred and
forty-fix lacks and ninety-five thoufand rupees;* and we are
naturally led to fuppofe, from the induftrious fkill of the Sicques
in the various branches of cultivation, that no great decreafe of
that amount can have taken place fince the Punjab has fallen into
their pofleffion.

Ax extenfive and valuable commerce is alfo maintained in
their country, which has been extended to diftant quarters of
India; particularly to the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, where
many Sicque merchants of opulence at this time refide. The Omi-
chund who took fo ative, though unfortunate; a fhare in the re-
volution, which the Englith effeed in Bengal, was a Sicque; as

® Two millions four hundred and fixty-nine thoufand five hundred pounds Reiling,
at two thillings for the rupee,

is_
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is his adopted fon, who is now an inhabitant of Calcutta, Mer-
chants of every nation or feft, who may introduce a traffick into
their territories, or are eftablifhed under their government, expe-
rience a full protection, and enjoy commercial privileges in com-
mon with their own fubjects. At the fame time it muft be no-
ticed, that fuch immunities are granted only t& thofe who remain
amongft them, or import wares for the immediate fupply of the
Sicque markets. But the foreign traders, or even travellers, who
attempt to pafs through the Punjab, are often plundered, and
ufually ill-treated. In the event of no moleftation being offered
to people of this defcription, the efcape is ever fpoken of with a
degree of joyful furprize, and a thankfgiving is offered to Provi-
dence for the fingular efcape. ‘This condu&, inimical to the pro-
grefs of civilization, and an impediment to the influx of wealth,
proceeds from an extreme jealoufy of ftrangers, added to a rapa-
city of temper, which make them averfe to the encouragement of

any fcheme in whofe fuccefs they do not immediately participate.
Tur Sicques are not rigorous in their ftipulations with the
Mahometan profelytes, who, if they abftain from beef’s flefh,
(which is held in equal abhorrence by the Sicques as by the Hin-
doos), and perform the more oftenfible dutics, as burning their
dead, and preferving the hair of the head, an indulgent latitude is
granted in all the other articles of the creed of Nanock. The
Mahometans who refide in the Punjab are fubjeét to occafional op-
preflion, and often to the infult of the lower clafles of the people;
among
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among whom it is not an uncommon practice to defile the places
of worfhip, by throwing in the carcafes of hogs and other things
held impure by the Muflelman law. The Mahometans are alfo
prohibited from announcing their ftated times of prayer, which,
conformably to their ufage, is proclaimed in a loud tone of voice.
A Sicque who in the chace fhall have flain a wild hog, is frequently
known to compel the firft Mahometan he mects to carry to his
home the body of the animal; and, on being initiated into the
rites of their religion, the Sicques will fometimes require a Maho-
metan convert to bind on his arm the tufk of a boar, that by this
a&t of national impurity, he may the more avowedly teftify a re-
nunciation and contempt of the tenets of his former faith. Thefe
fatts will fufficiently mark the haughty and infulting demeanor,
which, with few deviations, forms a prominent feature in the
charaler of the military Sicques ; but we may alfo afcribe a certain
portion of their fevere and contumelious treatment of the Maho-
metans, to a remembrance of recent injuries.

Tue difcordant interefts which agitate the Sicque nation, and
the conftitutional genius of the people, muft incapacitate them,
during the exiftence of thefe caufes, from becoming a formidable
offenfive power ; nor are they invefted with that fpecies of execu-
tive ftrength which is neceffary to advance and eftablith a diftant
conquelt. In the defence and recovery of their country, the
Sicques difplayed a courage of the moft obftinate kind, and mani-
fefted a perfeverance, under the preflure of calamities, which bear

an
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an ample teftimony of native refource, when the common danger
had roufed them to aétion, and gave but one impulfe to their fpirit.
Should any future caufe call forth the combined efforts of the
Sicques to maintain the exiftence of empire and religion, we may
fee fome ambitious chief led on by his genius and fuccefs, and,
abforbing the power of his affociates, difplay, from the ruins of
their commonwealth, the ftandard of monarchy. The page of hif-
tory is filled with the like effeéts, fpringing from the like caufes.
Under fach a form of government, 1 have little hefitation in fay~
ing, that the Sicques would be foon advanced to the firft rank
amongft the native princes of Hindoftan; and would become &
tarror to the furrounding ftates.* '
Iam,
Dear Sir,
Yours, &c.

® Mhadgee Scindis, s Mahratta chief, by feizing the relics of the Imperial au-
thority and domain, has placed himfelf in the fitustion which the Sicques muft bave
been defirous of occupying. This refolution will naturally create a national enmity,
pethaps a conteft, between the northern branch of the Mabratta empire, and the
Sicques.

LET-
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LETTER XIL

Kafbmire, April, 1783.
DEAR SIR, '

ON the 17th of April, I left Jumbo; and,
accompanied by a Kathmirian fervant, who carried my baggage,
I reached the fmall village of Dunfhaulah, after a painful
journey on foot, of ten coffes. A review of my feet, too plainly
fhewed that they had not been proof againft the ftecp and
rocky roads I had clambered over; indeed they had fuffered fo
feverely by bruifes and excoriations, that I could fcarcely walk.

Havine bound up my feet with bandages foaked in oil, I
reached, on the 18th, though with difficulty, the village of Na-
grolah —five coffes. During thefe two laft days, I paid, at the
different cuftom-houfes, certain fmall fees of office, which were
not authorized charges ; but being known to be a ftranger, and
apparently in a condition to fatisfy the demand, I was feldom
permitted to pafs'a cultom-houfe unmolefted. Though the la-
cerations in my feet gave me much pain, efpecially at .the firft
fetting off, I purfued my journey in good fpirits, being pro-

Vor. L. Pp teCted
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teCted by the quiet difpofition of the people, and fure of pro-
curing a good meal in the evenings, with commodious lodging.
The firft night, we were received into a retail fhop, at Dun-
fhaulah, where I flept on my large blanket, and fupped on
fome fpiced meat and bifcuits, which my Jumbo hoft had pro-
vided: and at Nagrolah we were accommodated by a Maho-
metan family, who fupplied me with a ftanding bed.

On the 19th, at Luttere—eight cofles. The latter part of
the journey led me up a high and fteep hill, and the fun, then
at its meridian height, had nearly overpowered me; when, on a
fudden, I found myfelf on a fummit, where fome charitable
Hindoo had ereted a fmall, but a cool, building,* plentifully
fupplied with pots of water. Under this hofpitable fhade, I
was permitted, though a Mahometan, to reft during the day,
and to fleep at night. Many Hindoos came in for the benefit
of the water and fhade, and obferving that I was lame, they
treated me with an attentive kindnefs, and difpenfed with my
rifing when any of their principal people entered.

In the number of thofe who came to partake of the chari-
table ufes of this houfe, was a Mahometan, who ejaculating his
Bifmillab,4 laid himfelf down, without farther ceremony, in the
interior quarter of the apartment. A Hindoo of rank, accom-

® Called, in the language of the country, Durmfallen, which fignifies A cha-
« ritable foundation.”
4+ An Arabick compound word, fignifying ¢ In the name of God.”

panied
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panied by feveral attendants, entered foon after, and obferving
that the mendicant had occupied the moft convenient, as well
as honorary place, and that he offered no mark of attention or
reipect, the Hindoo ordered that his chattles, which were heavy,
fhould be thrown into the road. On exclaiming againft this act
of ejection, he was. told, that though the houfe was erected for the
purpofe of common accommodation, with no view of excluding
any nation or fet ; yet in fome cafes, as in the prefent, an obfer-
vance of precedency and deference was neceflary. ‘This anecdote
will ferve to generally delineate the native difference betwixt the
temper of a Hindoo and a Mahometan. What do you think
would have been the reception of a Hindoo, particularly of a reli-
gious order, had he come into a karavanferah, in a Mahometan
country, and throw his brafs pot, his rice, or peafe, into an apart-
ment which Mahometans had previoufly occupied ? Could the
Hindoo have acted with fuch indifcretion—his punifhment would
have been more difgraceful and fevere than death, From long
obfervation, I can with confidence fay, that the Hindoos are a more
temperate people, and much more ufeful in the various relations
of life, than any clafs of Mahometans that have come within my
knowledge.

AT the vicinity of Nagrolah commence the diftricts of the
Chinnanee chief, a dependant on Jumbo, who poficfles a revenue
of about a lack of rupees. This chief does not remit any tribute
to his fuperior, but affifts his government with a quota of troops

Ppz in
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in the event of exigency ; and comformably to this tenure he now
ferves in the campaign againft the Sicques.

ON the 20th, at Chinnanee ; a neat and populous town, fituate
on the brow of a hill ; at the foot of which, on the eaftern fide,
runs a rapid ftream paffing to the left. This channel is paffed by
means of two ftout fir beams, one of which reaches from the fhore
to an infulated rock in the centre of the current, on which it is
faftened by wooden ftakes; and the other extends from the rock to
the oppofite bank, The velocity with which the water was preci-
pitated, its roaring noife, and the narrow fhaking bridge, gave full
occafion for the ufe of my eye, and the fteadinefs of my head. At
Chinnanee, I was taxed in the fum of a rupee for permiffion to
crofs the river Chinnaun, which forms the weftern limit of this
chiefship.

ON the 21ft, at Dumomunjee—feven coffes. A few fcattered
houfes, in one of which I was accommodated by a Kafhmirian fa-
mily, who had taken a farm in that quarter. The approach to
this village leads through a valley, covered with luxuriant herbage,
and interfperfed with fome of the moft beautiful thrubs I ever faw.
From Jumbo hither, the road tended, as nearly as I could afcer-
tain, to the eaft and eaft-by-fouth; but from the vicinity of Du-
momunjee it leads to the north and north-by-weft.* ,
On~
& My fervant informed me that robberies are often committed in thefe parts, by the

inhabitants of an adjacent diftri& ; and to avoid which, travellers have been induced to
make
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On the 22d, at Naufman —nine coffes : a fmall village in the
Kifhtewer country; the only independant Hindoo territory I have
yet feen in India. This day croffed the Chinnaun, ufually deno-
minated at this place, from the mode of croffing it, the Chickah.
The manner of conveying paffengers and all forts of property over
this ftream is curious, and deferves explanation. The Chinnaun
is about feventy or eighty yards broad, and, like the rivers of this
part of India, from the declivity of the country, very rapid. On
the oppofite banks are fixed ftrong wooden pofts, of about four
fect in height, on the upper ends of which a ftout rope is tightly
extended, and is joined below to a fmaller one, by hoops of twifted
ofiers,—In the centre of the fmall rope, to which only the hoops
are firmly attached, hangs a vehicle of net-work, for the convey-
ance of merchandife and paffengers, which is fupported from the
main rope by a wooden flider, in the form and fize of a bullock’s
yoke, to whofe ends the vehicle is faftened ; and a fufficient length
of both ends of the fmall rope permits it to be landed on either
fide of the river. It appears that the feat, or as it is termed in
this county, the Chickah, is by mutual agreement kept on the
Kifhtewer fide, during the night. In defiance of my pafsport, the
officer at the Chinnanee limit, taxed me in an additional fee; and I
was alfo compelled to buy my way through an inferior tribe of

make a deviation from the more dire& track, But I apprehend that the abrupt fteep-
nefs of fome of the ranges of mountains in this quarter, has caufed this oblique
direion,

harpies,
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harpies, who infefted the water fide. Anxious to arrive at the end
of the ftage, being both hungry and tired, I endeavoured to pacify
their clamours ; but other demands were yet againft me : for this
extraordinary race of ferrymen, having conveyed my fervant and
our little baggage over half of the river, kept them fwinging there,
and declared that they fhould be detained until a fecond payment
was made. Though this impediment materially affeted me, I
could not refitt laughing at the aukward pofition of the unfortu-
nate domeftic, who bawled out to me, from his flack rope, that
they were a pack of hardened rogues, and that he would rather be
kept hanging all night, than confent to give them a farthing more.
But the neceflities of my fituation cooled my refentment, and
obliged me to purchafe his releafe.

AT Naufman, I waited on a Mahometan of fome diftinétion,
who was travelling into Kathmire, and I requefted permiffion to
travel in his fuite, that I might with more fuccefs, 1 informed
him, repel the dreaded attack of the cuftom-houfe officers ; whio,
fince my departure from Jumbo, had extorted a larger fum than
was proportioned to the ftate of my finances. At the diftance of
every ten or twelve miles from Jumbo to the Chinnaun river, one
-of thefe petty tyrants takes his ftand; and on the payment of a fti-
pulated fym to the government, collects the public dutics, as well as
enforces every fpecics of private exaltion ; and fuch taxes have be-
come the more gricvous to the merchant, by their being equally
levied on the tranfportation of goods through a diftrict, as at the

attual
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actual place of fale. From Kafhmire to Lucknow are not lefs than
thirty ftations at which a duty of three and four per cent. is levied
on every quality of merchandize : this charge, with the expences
neceflarily incurred in the courfe of a tedious and diftant land-con-
veyance, largely enhances the price of fhauls in the lower part of
India. Zulphucar Khan, the perfon whom I had addreffed, rea-
dily offered me affiftance, and admitted me, without referve, into
his party. This Khan had lately ferved the chief of Jumbo, and
had been employed in the management of a diftriét which that
chief holds in Kathmire. But on the charge of fome default the
Mahometan was recalled ; and, after undergoing a rigorous con-
finement, as well as fevere tortures, the effe® of which had de-
ftroyed his right hand, he was permitted to retire into Kathmire,
where his family now refides.

O the 23d, we proceeded, fix cofies, and halted on the fummit
of a fteep and uninhabited mountain: the air, in itfelf bleak, was
made painfully cold by the fall of a heavy rain, which did not
ceafe during the night. It were almoft fuperfiluous to fay, that the
perfon who makes this journey fhould poffefs a ftrong and vigorous
conftitution, and he fhould alfo endeavour to cordially wean himfelf
from the defire of every luxury.

O~ the 24th, at Hullweiggin, ‘a village oompofed of detached
hamlets—five coffes. The journey of this day confifted wholly of
clambering over hills, and I may add, rolling down them. The

protection of the Khan was confpicuoufly manifefted at this cuf-
- tom-
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tom-houfe, where I only paid one quarter of a rupee ; and being
now confidered an eftablithed member of his family, I was
treated at our places of halt with much civility. All the cuftom-
houfes on the north fide of the Chinnaun, are in the hands of
Kathmirians, who have found in the Hindoo diftriéts a fafe and
profitable retreat from the oppreffions of their own government.
The inhabitants of Kifhtewer are Hindoos, though the chief is a
Mahometan ; but we may fuppofe no very rigid one, for either
he or his father, became a convert, to effett fome purpofe with
the governor of Kafhmire.

On the 25th, at Bannaul —feven coffes. A fmall village, de-
pendant on Kafhmire ; where we were:accommodated in a mofque,*
the common lodging of Mahometan travellers, in places not fup-
plied with karavanferahs. Much hail and rain having fallen this
day, the path, a winding and narrow one, became fo flippery,
that our progrefs was very flow ; and my fhoes, which were pur-
chafed at Jumbo, now evinced fo many wide marks of diffolu-
tion, that I was obliged to tye them to my feet with cords. At
the diftance of three coffes to the fouth-eaft of the village of Ban-
naul, we paffed the boundary of a divifion of ‘the Kafhmire ter-
ritory, lying without the greater circle of mountains. The gover-
nors of Rafhmire permit the fertile valley of Bannaul, of ten or
twelve miles in length, to remain uncultivated, that it may not

* It was fmall, and built of wood.
afford
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afford fhelter or provifion to the bordering Hindoo ftates ; who, in
former periods, have, through this trac, approached the interior
pafles of Kafhmire.

ON the 26th, at the town of Durroo, or Surroo, a ftation—
foven cofles. The firft part of this road leads over a mountain,
whofe afcent is computed, in a winding diretion, at fix miles.
On the fummit, then covered with fnow, except where a ftream
of water intervenes, are feen the plains of Kafhmire, extending, in
a long range, from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, and exhibiting
a beautiful divernty of landfcape. The view, long a rare one to
me, was highly grateful, and excited a train of pleafing ideas,
which the fuccefsful progrefs of my journey contributed to heigh-
ten, and which I continued to indulge, until the extreme chillnefs of
the air compelled me to defcend into a warmer climate,

Hav1n6 now brought you toa near view of this land of pleafure,
I am urged, that the defcription may be more explanatory, to call
back your attention to the country and people I have lately vifited.
—From Lall Dong to the Ganges, the face of the country forms a
clofe chain of woody mountains, and did not one or two miferable
hamlets fecbly interpofe, you would pronounce that divifion of Si-
ringnaghur fitted only for the habitation of the beafts of the foreft.
Elephants abound there, in numerous herds ; but are not to be
feen, it is faid, on the weft fide of the Jumna; In the vicinity of
Nhan, the country is inter(perfed with low hills, and frequently
opens into cxtenﬁve vallies; which havmg, perhaps, ever lain wafte,

Vor. I arc



306 FORSTER'S TRAVELS,

are overgrown with low wood. From thence to Bellafpour, the
fcene is changed into piles of lofty mountains, whofe narrow breaks
barely ferve to difcharge the defcending ftreams. From Bellafpour,
fertile vallies, though not wide, extend to Biffouly, where the
country is again covered with high hills, which, with little varia-
tion, ftretch to the limits of Kafhmire. The boundaries of Kith-
tewer, except to the place of my entrance and departure, are not
fpecified ; nor is the amount of the revenues ; an omiffion caufed
by my inability to procure any fubftantial authority. The road
from Lall Dong to Kafhmire, as accurately as could be afcertained,
from an obfervation of the fun’s courfe, tended generally to the
north-weft, weft-north-weft, and weft by north ; except where the
deviation is otherwife noted. The fides of the inhabited mountains
produce wheat, barley, and a variety of the fmall grains peculiar to
India. The cultivated fpaces proje€t from the body of the hill, in
feparate flats, in the form of a range of femicircular ftairs : with a
broad bafe and a narrow fummit. The ground, which is ftrong
and productive, has been propelled, it thould feem, into thefe pro-
jeCtions by the action of the rains, which fall among thefe moun-
tains with great violence, from June till O&tober ; and is now pre-
ferved in this divided and level ftate by buttrefies of loofe ftones,
which bind in the edge of every flat. Rice is alfo cultivated in the
narrow vallics, but not in a great quantity ; nor is it the ufual food
of the inhabitants, who chicfly fubfift on wheat, bread, and peafe
made into a thick foup. From Nhan, the northern fides of the

hills
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hills produce the fir,* in great plenty; and in the country between
Jumbo and Kathmire, are fecen many pines, but I obferved they
only grew on the north face of the mountains. I have frequently
cat my meal under the thade of a fpreading willow, which here, as
in Europe, delights in hanging over a ftream. The climate is not
favourable to fruits and vegetables, being too hot for the Perfian
produéls, and not fufficiently warm to mature thofe of India:
though the white mulberry muft be excepted, which, at Jumbo,
is of a large fize, and of an exquifite flavour. The villages of the
Mountaineers, or rather their hamlets, ftand generally on the brow
of a hill, and confift of from four to fix or eight fmall fcattered
houfes ; which are built of rough ftones, laid in a clay loam, and
ufually flat roofed : I have alfo feen, though not often, floping roofs
of wood. The refinous parts of the fir, cut in flips, fupply the
common ufes of the lamp, in all the places where that tree abounds ;
but the methed of extrafting its turpentine, or tar, does not feem
to be known, The natives of thefe mountains are compofed of the
different clafles of Hindoos, and little other difference of manners
exifts between them and thofe of the fouthern quarters of India
than is feen amongft a people who occupy the high and low lands
of the fame country. The fcarcity of wealth, by deprefling the
growth of luxury, has given them a rude fimplicity of charalter,

® That fpecies of it called the Scots fic.
Qq 2 and
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and has impeded the general advancement of civilization. They
have no fpacious buildings for private or public ufe, nor in the per-
formance of religious offices do they obferve thofe minuter or re-
fined ceremonies that are prattifed by the fouthern Hindoos.

ATt Taullah Mhokee* a fmall volcanic fire iffues from the fide
of a mountain, on which the Hindoos have raifed a temple that has
long been of celebrity and favorite refort among the people of the
Punjab. Fire being the pureft of the elements, the Hindoos con-
fider it, as did moft of the ancient Afiatic nations, the fitte(t em-
blem to reprefent the Deity. All places which produce a fubter-
raneous flame are held facred by the Hindoos, who do not permit
any image to be placed nearit; believing that other fymbols would
tend to fully the purity of this reprefentation : and I have often no-
ticed, that thofe Hindoos who are the moft converfant in the rites
of their religion, never omitted, at the firft fight of firc in the
courfe of the day, to offer up a prayer of adoration. The Moun-
taineers invariably preferved the beard, and inftead of bowing the
head in falutation, as in Lower India, they embrace the party ad-
drefled, and incline the head over his left fhoulder. The growth
of the beard is encouraged, perhaps, from a certain ferocity of
difpofition incident to their fituation, and generally predominant in

¢ This word fignifies ¢ The mouth of the flame.” The place is fituate eight or
aine miles to the northward of Nadone, the principal town in the Kangrah country.

the
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the difpofition of Mountaineers, which prompts them, in different
modes, to fhew a difdain and contempt for the fofter manners of
the natives of the low country.*

Tue women have the olive complexion, are delicately fhaped,
and evince a freedom in their manner, which, without a tendency
to immodefty, or conneéted with the habits of licentioufnefs, feems
the refult of the common confidence repofed in them by the men :
I have feen a woman ftop, though carrying a pot of water, and
converfe unrefervedly with paffengers ; giving them an information
of the road, or any other ordinary intelligence. Their drefs con-
filts of a petticoat, with a border, ufually of different colours; a
clofe jacket, covering half of the waift, and a loofe ftomacher to
the fore part of it, which reaches to the girdle. Their hair, which
they hold in as high an eftimation as that beautiful appendage can
be regarded by the gayeft females of Europe, is plaited with black
filk, or cotton ftrings, and falls down the back; over which they
throw, in a graceful fathion, a veil, which feldom touches, and ne-
ver wholly conceals, the face. The women of the principal peo-

® A fwelling of the exterior part of the throat, which is afciibed to the noxious
quality of the water, prevails among the Mountaineers. As the fame comphaint, pro-
ceeding, probably, from the like caufe, is incident to certain inhabitants of the Alps
and other mountdinous countries in Europe, the origin of it has, doubtlefs, been fcicn-
tifically inveftigated and explained. I will, therefore, only obferve, that the water
ifluing from thefe mountains is impregnated, from the large mixture of fnow, with a
crude and cold quality; and may have acquired its alledged pernicious property from
being confined in channels, which the fhade of the woods and the height of the hills
preclude from a free circulation of air and the rays of the fun,

ple,
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ple, in the manner of the Mahometans, are kept in private apart-
ments: this praflice, exifting in a country ® where little danger is
apprehended from foreign intrufion, affords a belief, that the con«
cealment of the higher ranks of women has been an eftablifhed
cuftom of the Hindoos, previoufly to the date of the Mahometan
conqueft of India. It was once my opinion, that the Hindoos had
fecluded them from the public view that they might not be expofed
to the intemperance of the Mahometan conquerors ; but after per-
ceiving the ufage adopted amongft the fequeftered Mountaineers,
and alfo amongft the various independent Mahratta ftates, I am in-
duced to think that the exclufion of women from fociety, prevailed
in India before the period of the Afghan or Tartar invafions. At
the fame time, were a conclufion to be drawn from certain cuftoms
of the Hindoos, now obfelete, but noticed in their hiftory, I would
fay, that they did not, in more ancient times, confine any clafs of
their women ; but, as their manners, from the influx of wealth,
and confequent luxury, became lefs fimple, that the princes and
nobles of the country produced the innovation from a defire of
imprefling the populace with a greater refpet for their families.
The ftory of the incarnations of Vyftnow, 'and other ancient le-
gends, fhews that the Hindoo women were admitted into the af-
fembly of men, and often pofiefled an extenfive fway. In the hif-
tory of their celebrated Ram, who appears to have been a powerful

& Mountainous and dificult of accefs to a hoftile nation.
foldier.












