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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &

LETTER [

My bear FrEDERICK,

Tucr tendernefs of a fond father's heart admonithes
me, that I fhould but poorly requite the affetionate folicitude
you have fo often exprefled, to become acquainted with the
particulars of my journey over land to India, if 1 any longer with-
held from you an account of that fingular and eventful period of
my life. I confes to you, my dear boy, that often when 1 have
endeavoured to amufe you with the leading incidents and extra-
ordinary viciffitudes of fortune which chequered the whole of that
feries of adventures, and obferved the eager attention with which,
young though you were, you liftened to the recital, the tender
fenfibility you difclofed at fome paflages, and the earneft defire you
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motive fhall not be difappointed i its end ; and while I difcharge
the duty of a parent in gratifying it, I {hall be encouraged and
fuftained under my labours by the fanguine expeQation, that he
will derive from my exertions the moft folid advantages in his
future progrefs through life. As thofe advantages are expected
alfo to extend to my dear boy Joun, whofe tender years difqualify
him from making the fame immediate reflections on the various
fubjetts as they occur, my FREpERICK will perceive that it be-
comes his duty, not only as a good fon, but as an affectionate
brother, to affift and enforce them upon his mind, to explain to
him the difficulties, and farnith him with his reafonings and in-
ferences on them, fo as that they. may make, as nearly as poffible,
equal impreffions on the heart and underftanding of both.

« Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum:”

And though féw have the felicity to be warned by other men’s
misfortunes or faults, becaufe they feldom make deep impreffions
on their feelings, I am convinced that my fufferings and errors,
as they will intereft my FrREDERfCK’s heart, and gratify his cu-
- giofity, cannot fail to enlarge his underftanding, and improve his
conduct.

' Iam my dear FREDERICK's, &¢..

LETTER
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LETTER IL

H AVING, in compliance with your reiterated folicita~
tions, determined to give you a narrative of my journey to the
Eaft Indies, and the fingular turns of fortune which befel me there,
I think it neceflary, on refleion, to prepare you flill further for
the reception of it, by propofing certain terms to be fulfilled on -
your part; and as, in my laft, I told you that I expeied you,
and, with your affiftance, your brother, to turn my relation to a
more ufeful account than the gratification of mere idle curiofity,
by letting the moral deducible from my errors and misfortunes
ftrike deep and take root in your mind---fo there are other things,
which, though not fo extremely important, are too weighty to
be negleéted; to which I.defire to diret your attention.

I believe you muft have already perceived, that the wellbeing
of yourfelf and your brother is my firft---I might, perhaps, with-
out trefpafling much upon truth, fay, my only obje& in life;
that, to the care of your education, and the cultivation of your
mind, I exclufively devote my time and my thoughts ; and that,.
to infure your future happinefs, I would facrifice every thing I

" have:
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have a right to difpofe of, and rifk even life itfelf. The time,
I truft, is not far diftant, when your brother will be as well qua-
lified to underftand this as you are now--~when both will feel alike
the important duty it enforces on you---and when your only emu-
lation will be, who fhall produce the moft luxuriant harveft to
reward the labours I have taken---to reward yourfelves.

In order, therefore, on my part, to give every thing I do a tendency
to the gteat object of my withes, and induce you, onyour’s, to con-
tribite your fhare toit, 1 fhall give you, as I proceed in my narrative,
a topographital defcription of the various Countries through which

T fhall 'have occafion to cmdu& you, and, asconcifely as may be,
an account of their manners, policy, and municipal inftitutions, o
far as I have been able to colle& them ; which I hope will ferve to
awaken inyou athirft for thofe indifpenfable parts of polite education,
Geography and Hiftory. I expe& that you will carefully attend to
thofe fciences, and that you will not fuffer yourfelf, as you read my
Letters, to be carried away by the rapid ftream of idle curiofity
from incident to incident, without time or difpofition for reflection :
you muft take excurfions,-.as you go along, from my Letters to
your Geographical Grammar and your Maps---and, when nccef-
fary, call in the aid of your Tutor, in order to compare my ob-
fervations with thofe of others on the fame places, and by thofe
means to acquire as determinate an idea as poflible of their local
fituation, laws, and comparative advantages, whether of Nature

or Art. You will thus enable your{elf hereafter to confider how
Society
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Society is influeheed, and why fome Communities are . better di-
refted than others.

Here I muft obferve to you, that as Geography is a fcience
to which rational converfation, as fupported by Gentlemen of
breeding and education, moft frequently refers, the leaft ignorance
of it is continually liable to detection, and, when.detected, fubjets
a man to the moft mortifying ridicule and contempt.

The ingenious GEORGE ALEXANDER STEEVENS has, in his
celebrated Le@ure upon Heads, given a moft ludicrous inftance of
this fpecies of ignorance, in the chara@¢r of a Citizen, who,
cenfuring the incapacity of Minifters, propofes to carry on the
War on a new plan of his own. The plan is, to put the Troops
in cork jackets---fend them, thus equipped, to fea---and Jand
them in the Mediterranean: When his companion atks him where
that place lies, he calls him jfos/, and informs him that the
Mediterranean is the Capital of Cé)nﬁantipople. Thus, my dear
fon, has this fatirift ridiculed ignorance in pretenders to education ;
and thus will every one be ridiculous who betrays a deficiency in
this very indifpenfable ingredient in forming the character of
a Gentleman. But a ﬁory which 1 heard from a perfon of
ftri& veracity, will ferve more ftrongly to thew you the thame
attendant 6n ignorance of thofe things which, from our rank, we
are fuppofed to know; and as the fear of thame never fails to
operate powerfully on 2 generous mind, I am fure it will ferve to
alarm you into induftry, and application to your ftudies.

‘ During
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During the late American War, about that period when the Kine
of FRANCE was, fo fatally for himfelf, though perhaps in the end
it may prove fortunate for the interefts of Mankind, manifefting an
intention to interfere and join the Americans, a worthy Alderman
in Dublin, reading the newifpaper, obferved a paragraph, inti-
mating, that in confequence of Britith cruifers having ftopped fome
French veflels at fea, and fearched them, France had taken umbrage!
The'faghé'ibus Alderman, more patriotic than learned, took the
alarm, and proceeded, with the paper in his hand, dire@ly to a
brother of the Board, and, with unfeigned forrow, deplored the
lofs his Country had fuftained, in having a place of fuch confe-
quence as UiBRAGE ravithed from it !---defiring, of all things,
to be informed in what part of the world Umbérage lay. "To this
the other, after a torrent of invective againft Minifters, and con-
dolence with his affli¢ted friend, anfwered that he was utterly un-
able to tell him, but that he had often heard it mentioned, and
‘of courfe conceived it to be a place of great importance; at the
fame time propofing that they fhould go to a neighbouring Book-
{eller, who, as he dealt in Books, muft neceflarily know every
thing, in order to have this gordian knot untied. They accord-
ingly went ; and having propounded the queftion, ¢ what part of
the globe Umbrage lay in?” the Book{eller took a Gazetteer, and,
having fearched it diligently, declared that he could not find it,
and faid he was almoft fure there was no fuch place in exiftence.
To this the two Aldermen, with a contemptuous fneer, anfwered

by
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by triumphantly reading the paragraph out of the.newfpaper.
The Bookfeller, who was a fhroud fellow, and, like moft of his
Countrymen, delighted in a jeft, gravely replied, that the Gazetteer
being an old edition, he could not anfwer for it, but that he fup-~
pofed Umbrage lay fomewhere on the coaft of America. With this
the wife Magiftrates returned home, partly fatisfied : but what
words can exprefs their chagrin when they found their error---
that the unlucky Bookfeller had fpread the ftory over the City---
that the new{papers were filled with fatirical {quibs upon it---nay,
that a caracature print of themfelves leading the City-watch to
the retaking of Umbrage, was ftuck up in every thop---and finally,
that they could fcarcely (albeit Aldermen) walk the ftreets,
without having the populace fneer at them about the faking of
Umbrage I

Thus, my child, will every one be more or lefs ridiculous who
appears obvioufly ignorant of thofe things which, from the rank
he holds in life, he {hould be expe@ed to know, or to the know-
ledge of which vanity or petulance may tempt him to pretend.

I am fure I need not fay more to you on this fubject ; for I think
you love me too well to difappoint me in the firft with of my heart,
and I believe you have too much manly pride to fuffer fo degrading
a defect as indolence to expofe you hercafter to animadverfion or
contempt. Remember, that as nothing in this life, however trivial
or worthlefs, is to be procured without labour---{o, above all
others, the weighty and invaluable treafures of erudition are only

B to
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to be acquired by exertions vigoroufly made and unremittingly
eontinued.

¢ Quid munus Reipublicz majus aut melius afferre poflumus
« quam fi juventutem bene erudiamus.”---Thus faid the matchlefs
Turry. If, then, the education of youth interefls fo very deeply
a State, can it lefs powerfully intereft him who ftands in the two-
fold conne&ion of a Citizen and Parent? It is the lively anxiety
of my mind, on this point, that obliges me to procraftinate the
commencement of my narrative to another Letter, and induces
me to entreat that you will, in the mean time, give this the
confideration it deferves, and prepare your mind to follow its in-
ftructions. ‘

LETTER HL

A varieTy of unpropitious circumitances gave rife to
my journey to the Eaft Indies, while domeftic calamity marked
my departure, and, at the very outfet, gave me a foretafte of
thofe miferies which Fate had referved to let fall upon me in the
fequel. 'The channels from which I drew the means of fupportihg
my family in that ftyle which their rank and connecions obliged
them to maintain, were clogged by a coincidence of events as

unlucky
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unluckyas unexpected : the War in India had interrupted the
regular remittance of my property from thence: a. {evere thock
which unbounged generofity and beneficence had given to the
affairs of my father, rendered him incapable of maintaining his ufual
punctuality in the payment of the income he had afligned me;
and, to crown the whole, I had been deprived, by death, of two
lovely children (your brother and fifter), whom I loved not lefs
than I have fince loved you and your brother.

It was u‘ﬁde‘r the preflure of thofe accumulated affliGtions, ag-
gravated by the goading thought of leaving my family for fuch a
length of time as muft neceffarily elapfe before I could again fee
them, that I fet out for India in the month of May, in the year
1781, with a heart overwhelmed with woe, and too furely pre-
ditive of misfortunes.

From the gloomy cave of depreffion in which my mind was
funk, I looked forward, to feek, in the future, a gleam of comfort
~--but in vain : not a ray appeared-~-Melancholy had thrown her
{fombre fhadow on the whole. Even prefent affliction yielded
up a thare of my heart to an unaccountable” difmal prefentiment
of future ill; and the difafters and difappointments I had paffed,
were loft and forgotten in ominous forebodings and inftinGive
prefages of thofe that were to come.

Of all the weaknefles to which the Euman mind is {ubjedt, fu-
perftition is that againft which I would have you guard with the
utmoft vigilance. It is the moft incurable canker of the mind.

B2 Under
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Under its unrelenting dominion, happinels withers, the under
ftanding becomes obfcured, and every principle of joy is blafted.
For this reafon I wifh to account for thofe prefages, by referring
them to their true phyfical caufes, in erder thereby to prevent
your young mind from receiving, from what I have written, any
" injurious impreflion, or fuperftitious idea of prefentimint, as it is.
*fathionably denominated.

If the mind of Man be examined, it will be found naturally
prong to the contemplation of the future---its flights from hope
to hope, or fear to fear, leading it infenfibly from objeéts prefent
and in pofleffion, to thofe remote and in expeQationi--~from pofi-
tive good to fuppofitious better, or from attual melancholy to
iﬁlaginnry misfortune. In thefe cafes, the mind never fails to fec
the profpe& in colours derived from the medium through which
it is viewed and exaggerated by the magnifying power of fancy.
Thus my mind, labouring under all the uneafinefs I have defcribed,
faw every thing through the gloomy medium of melancholy,
and, looking forward, foreboded nothing but misfortune : accident
afterwards fulfilled thofe forebodings ; but accident, nay, the moft
trifling change of circumftances, might poffibly have fo totally
changed the face of my fubfequent progrefs, that good fortune,
inftead of mifadventure, might have been my lot, and fo all my
foreboding been as illufory and fallible as all fuch phantoms of the
imagination really are. Thus I argue now---and I am fure I argue
truly ; but if reafon be not timely called in, and made, as it were,

an
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an habitual inmate, it avails but little againft the overbearing force
of fuperftition, who, when fhe once gets poffeffion of the mind,
holds her feat with unrelenting tenacity, and, calling in a whole
hoft of h.orrors, with defpair at their head, to her aid, entrenches
herfelf behind their formidable powers, and bids defiance to the
affaults of reafon.

Thus it fared with me---Under the dominion of gloomy pre-
feantiment, I left London; and my journey down to Margate,
where I was to take fhipping, was, as SHAKSPEARE emphatically
fays, ¢ a phantafm, or a hidecous dream---and my little ftate of
« Man futfcred, as it were, the nature of an infurretion :’---
the chaos within me forbade even the approach of difcriminate
refleétion ; and I found myfelf on board the Packet, bound to
Oftend, without having a fingle trace left upon my mind, of the
intermediate ftages and incidents that happened fince I had left
London.

It has been obferved---and I wifh you always to carry it in
memory, as one of the beft confolations under afliGion---that
human fufferings, like all other things, find their vital principle
exhaufted, and their extintion accelerated, by overgrowth ; and
that, at the moment when Man thinks himfelf moft miferable,
a benignant Providence is preparing relicf, in fome form or other,
for him. So it, in {fome fort, happened,with me; for I was for-
tunate enough to find in the Packet a fellow~paflenger, whofe
valuable converfation and agreeable manners beguiled me infenfibly

of
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of the gloomy contemplation in which I was abforbed, and afforded
my tortured mind a temporary fufpenfion of paim. This Gentleman
was General LockHART : he was going to Brufiels, to pay his
court to the Emperor Joseru the Second, who was then fhortly
expeted in the Low Countries, in order to go through the cere-
monies of his Inauguration. As Bruffels lay in my way, T was
flattered with the hopes of having for a companion a Gentleman
at once fo pleafing in his manners and refpeGable in his chara&ter,
and was much comforted when I found him as much difpofed as
myfelf to an agreement to travel the whole of the way thither
together, Thus, though far, very far from a ftatc of eafe, I was,
when Janding at Oftend, at leaft lefs miferable than at my coming
on board the Packet.

As this Letter is already {pun to a length too great to admit of
any material part of the defcription Iam now to give you of Oftend,
and the Country to which it belongs, I think it better to pofiponc
it to my next, which I mean to devote entirely to that fubject,
and thereby avoid the confufion that arifes from mixing two fub-
jects in the fame Letter, or breaking off the thread of one in order
to make way for the other.

Adieu, my dear boy !---Forget not your brother Joun. That
you may both be good and happy, is all the wifh now left to, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER IV.

Tuar Country to which I am now to call your atten-
tion---1 mean, the Netherlands---is marked by a greater number
of political changes, and harraffed by a more continued train of
military operations, than perhaps any Country in the records of
Modern Hiftory. It may truly be called the Cockpit Royal of
Europe, on which Tyrants, as ambition, avarice, pride, caprice,
or malignity, prompted them, pitted thoufands, and hundreds of
thoufands, of their fellow-creatures, to cut each other’s throats
about fome point, frivolous as regarding themfelves, unimportant
to Mankind, and only tending to gratify a diabolical luft for dp-
minion : Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, (fuch are the natural
qualities of this Country), it has, till lately, been in a tolerably
flourithing ftate ; and would, under good government and proper
protection, equal any part of Europe for richnefs.

Flanders, Brabant, and the Country now called the United
Netherlands, were in general known by the name of Netherlands,
Low Countries, or Pais-bas, from their ﬁtuatlon, as it is fuppoted,
in refpect of Germany. Anciently, they formed a part of Belgic
Gaul, of which you may remember to have read an account in

the
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the Commentaries of Jurivs Casar, who defcribes the inha-
bitants as the moft valiant of all the Gallic Nations---¢ Horum
¢ omnium Belgw {unt fortiffimi.” They afterwards were {ubje&t
to petty Princes, and made part of the German Empire ; and, in
the fixteenth century, became fubject to CuarLEs the Fifth of
the Toufe of Auftria; but, being opprefled beyond endurance by
his fon,” PaiLip the Second of Spain, (that blind and furious
bigot), they openly revolted---flew to arms to affert their freedom;
and, after a ftruggle as glorious in effect as virtuous in principle---
after performing prodigies of valour, and exhibiting examples of
fortitude, to which none but men fighting in the Godlike Caufe
of L1BerTY are competent---led on by the wifdom and valour
of the Prince of OrANGE, and affifted by the SoveErricN of
GrrAaT BriTain---they at length fo far fucceeded, that thofc
now called the United Netherlands, entered into a folemn league,
and forced the gloomy Tyrant to acknowledge their independence.
But that part to which I am now partictdarly to allude, continued
annexed to the Houfe of Auftria. In 1787, they revolted, and
made a temporary ftruggle to difengage themfelves from the do-
minion of the Eamreror; but, owing to fome cabals among
themfelves, and the temperate conduét of that Prince, they again
returned to their allegxance, and were rewarded with a general
amnefty. In 1792, they were over-run by the French Army
under General DuMouRIER--~0pened their arms to thofc Re-
publicans, and were rewarded for it by oppreflion, tyranny, and

injuttice.
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injuftice. The French, however, were driven back out of the
Country ; and, wonderful to relate, they again received their old
Mafter, the EMPrrOR, with ftrong demonftrations of joy, and
manifefted their loyalty and attachment to him by every expref-
fion that abje& hypocrify could fuggeft.

« O1 how unlike their Belgig Sires of old !

Here, could I ftop with ftrict juftice, I would---But, behold!
the French again came ; again they opened their gates to receive
them; and again they were, with tenfold fury and rapacity, pil-
laged, oppreffed, and infulted ;' and at the very time I am writing
this, the Gudkohne is doing its office---enforcing the payment of
the moft exorbitant and enormous contributions, and compcllmg,
it is fald one hundred thoufanﬁd of the ill-fated inhabitants to take
the field, as foldiers of the Republic.

Human opinion is fo chequered and uncertain, that two very
honeft men may in certain cafes act in dire¢t contradiGtion and
hottility to each other, with the verybeft intentions---He, therefore,
muft have but a cold heart, and a contracted underftanding, who
cannot forgive the man that ats in fuch cafes erroneoufly, when
he a&s from the exat diGates of his opinion, and upon the prin-
ciple which he has confcientioufly adopted : but when a whole
People are feen whifking about with every guft of fortune, and
making a new principle for every new point of convenience, we

C mufl
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muft defpife them even when they happen to act right, and can |
fcarcely afford them fo much as pity in their calamities. The

Auftrian Netherlands are now in that ftate; and, without prefuming

to fay in which of their tergiverfations they were right, I will

venture to pronounce that they deferve punifhment, and I believe

they are in hands very likely to give them their due.

To return---Oftend is a fea-port of Auftrian Flanders, and is
fituated in the Liberty of Bruges. It was, at one time, the ftrongeft
town in Flanders : but a double ditch and ramparts, which con-
ftituted its {trength, are now deftroyed; and in the place where
the former ftood, docks, or rather bafons, extremely capacious
and commodious, are formed, for the reception of thipping. The
ground about the town is very low and marfthy, and cut into a
number of fine canals-—-into fome of which, fhips of the largefl
fize may enter---and in one of which, veflels of great burthen
may ride, even clofe to Bruges. The harbour here is fo fortunately
circumftanced, that it was once thought, by Engineers, entirely
fecure from a blockade ; and its priftine ftrength can in no way be
fo well defcribed, as by a relation of the defence it made in the
four firft years of the feventeenth century---though, near the clofe
of the fixteenth, it was no better than an infignificant fithing town.
It held out againft the Spaniards for three years, two months and
fixteen days. Eighty thoufandmen loft their lives before it, while
fifty thoufand were killed or died within. It at laft furrendered,
but on good terms ; and not for want of men or provifions, but

for
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.for want of ground to ftand on, which the enemy took from them,
at an amazing lofs, ftep by ftep, till they had not room left for men
to defend it. Three hundred thoufand cannon-balls, of thirty
pounds weight each, were fired againft it ; and the befieged often
filled up the breaches made in their ramparts with heaps of dead
bodies.

Such, my dear boy, are the miracles that men, animated
with the all-fubduing {pirit of Liberty, can perform---Liberty !
that immediate jewel of the foul---that firft moving principle of
all the animal creation---which, with equal power, influences the
bird to beat the cage with its wings, and the lion to tear the bars
of his imprifonment--~the infant to {pring from the tender con-
finement of its nurfe, and the lean and fhrivelled pantaloon to
crawl abroad, and fly the warmth and repofe of his wholefome
chamber---Liberty ! which, for centuries enthralled by artifice
and fraud, or lulled into a flumber by the witching {pirit of Prieft-
craft, now rifes like a giant refrefhed with wine---in its great efforts
for emancipation, deftroys and overturns {yftems---but, when find-
ing no refiftance, and matured by time, will, I fincerely hope, fink
appeafed into a generous calm, and become the blefling, the guardian
and protector of Mankind !

It is your good fortune, my dear children, to be born at a time
when Liberty feems to be well underftood in your own Country,
and is univerfally the prevalent paffion of men. It is almoft nced-
lefs, therefore, for me to exhort you to make it the groundwork

Ce of
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of your political morality : but let me remind you to guard, above
all, againtt the defpotifin of certain Tyrants, to whom many of the
greateft advocates for Liberty are {trangely apt to {ubmit---I mean,
your pafﬁons; Of all other Tyrants, they are the moft fubtle, the
.moft bewitching, the moft overbearing, and, what is worfe, the
moft cruel. Beneath the domination of other Defpots, tranquillity
may alleviate the weight of your chains, and foften oppreffion ;
but when once you become the flave of your paffions, your pcace
is for ever fled, and you live and die in unabating mifery.

LETTER V.

TH E pride of the Englifh is remarked all over the-glohe,
even to a proverb ! But pride is a word of fuch dubious meaning,
fo undefined in its {enfe, and ftrained to {uch various imports, that
you fhall hear it violently execrated by one, and warmly applauded
by another--~this denouncing it as a fin of the firft magnitude,
and that maintaining it to be the moft vigilant guardian of human
virtue. ‘Thofe differences in opinion arife not from any defect in
the intelle@s of either, but from each viewing the fubjec in that
one point in which it firft ftrikes his eye, or beft fuits his tafte, his

feeling, or his prejudices. I have no doubt, however, but a full
confideration
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confideration of the fubject would thew, that pride, as it is called,
is only good or bad as the object from which it arifes is mean or
magnificent, culpable or meritorious. That noble pride which
ftimulates to extraordinary als of generofity and magnanimity,
fuch as, inmany inftances, has diftinguithed, above all others, the
Nobility of Spain, exaéts the homage and admiration of Mankind :
But I fear very much’ that our Englith pride is of another growth,
and fmells too rankly of that overftrained commercial {piric which
makes the bafis of the prefent grandeur of Great Britain, but
which, in my humble judgment, raifes only to debafe her---by
flow, fubtle degrees, poifons the national principle, enflaves the
once bold {pirit of the People,.detracts from their real folid felicity,
and, by confounding the idea of national wealth with that of na-
tional profperity, leads it in rapid ftrides to its downfall. In thort,
we are approaching, I fear, with daily accelerated fteps, to the
difpofition and fordid habits of the Dutch, of whom Do&or Gorn-
ss1Th fo very pertinently and truly fpeaks, when he fays,

“ Ev’n Liberty itfelf is barter’d here !

Without leading your mind through a maze of difquifition on
this fubject, which might fatigue with abftrufenefs and prolixity,.
I will bring you back to the point from which the matter ftarted,
and content myfelf with remarking, that the pride of the Englifh,.
fpeaking of it as a part of the national character, is the meanett orf;

all pride. The inflation of bloated, overgrown wealth, an over-
weening
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weening affeGtion for money, an idolatrous worthip of gain,
have abfolutely confounded the general intelle&, and warped the
judgment of the many to that excefs, that, in eftimating men or
things, they refer always to “ what is he worth ?” or, < what will
it fetch ?”  This fordid habit of thinking was finely hit off by a
keen fellow, the native of a neighbouring Kingdom, who, for
many years, carried on bufinefs in London, and failed :---Sitting
one day in a coffee-houfc in the City, where fome wealthy Citizens
were difcuffing a fubject not entirely unconneted with cath con-
cerns, one of them obferving him rather attentive to their copyer-
fation, turned to him, and faid, * What is your opinion, Sir, of
the matter ?”’---<¢ ’s blood, Sir!"" returned he, peevithly, “ what
opinien can 2 man have in this Country, who has not a guinea in
his pocket ?”

Under the influence of all the various caprices infpired by this
unhappy purfe-pride, I am forry to fay our Countrymen do, when
they go abroad, {o play the fool, that they are univerfally flattered
and defpifed, pillaged and laughed at, by all perfons with whom
they have any dealing. InFrance, Mi Lor Anglois is, or at lgaft
was, to have fix times as grcat a profufion of every thing as any
.other perfon, and pay three hundred per cent. more for it; and
the worft of it was, that a Mi Lor was found fo conducive to their
intereft, that they would not, if they could help it, fuffer any
Englithman to go without a title---nay, would fometimes, with
kindly compulfion, force him to accept of it, whether he would

or
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or not: but if an Englithman be, above all others, the object of

impofRtion in foreign countries, certainly none pillage him fo un-
mercifully as his own Countrymen who are fettled there. In all
the places through which I have travelled, I have had occafion to
remark (and the remark has been amply verified by every Gen-
tleman I have ever converfed with on the fubje@), that the moft
extravagant houfes of entertainment are thofe kept by Englith-
men. At Oftend, as well as other places, it was fo: therefore,
as economy, when it does not trefpafs upon the bounds of genteel
libggality, is the beft fecurity for happinefs and refpect, Iadvife
you, whenever you fhall have occafion to vifit the Continent, in
the firft place to avoid all appearance of the purfe-proud often-
tation of John Bull; and, in the next place, to avoid all Englith
houfes of entertainment.

It is a fingular circumftance, and belongs, I fhould fuppofe,
peculiarly to Oftend, that the charity-children of the town are
permitted to come on board the veflels arrived, to beg of the paf-
fengers, one day in the week.

Before I bid adieu to Oftend, I muft remark one heavy difad-
vantage under which it labours---the want of frefh water; all they
ufe being brought from Bruges. In going from Oftend to Bruges,
a traveller has it in his choice to go by land, or water---If by land,
he gets a good voiture for about ten fhillings of our money ; the
road is about fourteen or fifteen miles---If by water (the mods
which Iadopted, as by far the cheapeft and the pleafanteft), he

travels
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LEBO1S, were ftopped at the gate of Bruges, and, by order of the
Emperor, fent to his army, turned into the ranks, and obliged to
do duty as common foldiers.---Here, my dear FrEpERICK, Was
‘an adt, not only defpotic in itfelf, but aggravated by circumftances
.of collateral profligacy, of fuch enormous magnitude as bids de-
fiance to all power of amplification, and leaves eloquence hopelefs
-of deferibing: it 'with greater force than it derives from a fimple
-narration -of the fa@": on the one hand, the inroad upon the juft
perfonal .rights of the individual; on the other, the rights of a
Nation violated. Some menin England, judging from their own
.conttitutional fecurity, may difbelieve the fact: but let them con-
fider, that the Marquis de la FAyeTTE, an alien, taken upon
neutral ground, is now, even now, held in illegal, unjuft thral-
dom and perfecution---let them, I fay, remember this, and let
their incredulity ceafe.

. Blefs your ftars, my dear boy, that you were born in a Country
where fuch outrages as thefe can never be perpetrated by any, and
will never be approved of but by a few.

LETTER
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LETTER VL

Ix my laft, I carried you paft a ferocious, impertinent
fentinel, into the town of Bruges ; and now, having got you there,
I muft endeavour, from the loofe materials I have been able to
colle&, to give you a fhort defcription of it.

I had heard much of Bruges, its grandeur and its opulence ;
you will guefs my furprife then, when, on entering it, I found
nothing but an old-fathioned, ill-built, irregular fown; the ftreets,
in general, narrow and dirty, and moft of the houfes ftrongly ex-
preflive of poverty and {qualid wretchednefs : yet this was an-
ciently a moft flourifhing city. Did the difference between the
town at this time, and its ftate as it is reprefented of old, confift only
in its external appearance, we might readily account for that, in the
great improvements made by the Moderns in the art of houfe-build-
ing; but its prefent infertbrity goes deeper, and is the refult of de-
parted commerce---commerce, that fluctuating will-with-a-wifp,
that leads States in hot purfuit after it, to entrap them ultimately
into mires and precipices, and which, when caught, ftays till it

D2 extinguifhes
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extinguithes the {pirit of Freedom in a Nation, refines its People

into feeble flaves, and there leaves them to poverty and contempt.
Perhaps there is no fubjeét that affords an ampler field for a
fpeculative mind to expatiate upon, than the various, and, I may
fay, incongruous revolutions which have chequered the progrefs
of human fociety from the firft records of Hiftory down to the
prefent time. It is indeed a {peculation which not only tends to
improve the underftanding, by calling in experience to corret
the illufions of theory, but is highly inftru@ive in a moral point
of view, by pointing out the inftability of the very beft frictures
of human wifdom, and teaching us how little reliance is to be
placed upon human cafualties, or earthly contingencies. Look
to Greece, once the fountain-head of Arts, Eloquence, and
Learning, and the mother of Freedom---her Poets, her Legi-
flators, her Soldiers, and her Patriots, cvcn' to this day confidered
the brigheft examples of earthly glory !---fee her now funk in
flavery, ignorance, floth, and imbecillity, below any petty Nation
of Europe. Look to Romc---in\hcr turn, the queen of Arms
and Arts, the land of Liberty, the nurfe of Heroes---the ftage
on which inflexible Patriots, accomplithed Philofophers, and a free
People, acted for centuries a drama that devated Man almoft above
his nature!---fee her now reduced to the laft ftage of contempti-
bility---even below it, to ridicule and laughter---fwayed by the
moft contemptible impofture, and funk into the moft defpicable
enflavement,
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enflavement, both of perfon and opinion---the offices of her glo-
rious Senate performed by a kind of heteroclite being, an herma-
phroditical impoftor, who, deducing his right from the very dregs
and offscourings of fuperftition and fanatici{m, and aided by a fet
of difciples worthy of fuch a mafter, rules the People, not with the
terrors of the Tarpeian rock, nor yet with that which to a Roman
bofom was more terrible, banifhment---but with the horrors of
eternal damnation !---fee her valiant, vigorous Soldiery converted
into a band of feeble fidlers and mufic-mafters, and the clangor
of her arms into fhrill concerts of fqueaking caftratoes; thofe places
where her Cicero poured forth eloquence divine, and pointed
out the paths that led to true morality---where her BRuTvus and
her CaTo marfhalled the forces of Freedom, and raifed the arm
of Juftice againft Tyrants, over-run by a knavith hoft of ignorant,
beggarly, bald-pated Friars, vomiting, to a crowd of gaping bigots,
torrents of fanatical bombaft, of miracles never performed, of
Gods made of wood or copper, and of Saints, that, like them-
felves, lived by impofture and deception !---fee her triumphs and
military trophies changed iato proceffions of Priefts finging pfalms
round wafers and wooden crucifixes ; and that code of Philofophy
and Religion, which eperated fo effectually upon the morals of
her People that there was none among them found fo defperate
cr fo bafe as to break an oath, exchanged for the Roman Ca-
tholic branch of the Chriftian Faith---for difpenfations for incett,

. .3 . -
indulgences for murder, fines for fornication, and an exclufive
patent
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patent for adultery in their priefthood. Then look to England!
---fee her, who once ftooped beneath the yoke of Rome, whofe
Chief, CArRacTACUS, was carried there in chains to grace his
conquerous triumphs, while herfelf was made the meaneft of the
Roman Provinces, now holding the balance of the world, the
unrivalled miftrefs of Arms, Arts, Commerce---every thing.

It was in this irrefiftible mutation of things, that Bruges funk
from the high ftate of a moft flourithing city, where there arc.
ftill (unlefs the French have deftroyed them) to be feen the re-
mains of feventeen palaces, anciently the refidences of Confuls
of different Nations, each of which had diftin@ houfes, magnifi-
cently built and furnithed, with warchoufes for their merchan-
difes : and fuch was the power and wealth of the Citizens in thofe
days, that it is an indubitable fa@, they kept thcir Sovereign, the
Archduke MaximiLiaN, prifoner, affronted his fervants, and
abufed his officers ; nor would they releafe him until he took an
oath to preferve inviolate the laws of the Statc. Even fo late as
the time I was there, Bruges had fome trade---indeed as good a
foreign trade as moft cities in Flanders. The people feemed
cheerful and happy, and the markets were tolerably fupplied.

Several fine canals run in a variety of diretions from Bruges :
by one of them, boats can go, in the courfe of a fummer’s day, to
Oftend, Nieuport, Furnes, and Dunkirk ; and veflels of four
hundred tuns can float in the bafon of this town. Another canal
leads to Ghent, another to Damme, and another to Sluys. The

water
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water of thofe canals is ftagnant, without the leaft motion; yet
they can, in half an hour, be all emipticd, and freth water brought
in, by means of their well-contrived fluices. This water, how-
ever, is never ufed for drinking, or even for culinary purpofes ;
a better fort being conveyed through the town by pipes from
the two rivers Lys and Scheldt, as in London ; for which, as there,
every houfe pays a certain tax.

Although the trade of this city has, like that of all the Low
Countries, been gradually declining, and daily fucked into the
vortices of Britith and Dutch commerce, there were, till the
French entered it, many rich Merchants there, who met every
day at noon in the great market-place, to communicate and
tranfat bufinefs, which was chiefly done in the Flemifh lan-
guage, hardly any one in it fpeaking French; a circumiftance
that by this time is much altered--~for they have been already
made, if not to fpeak French, at leaft to fing Ca-7ra, and dance
to the tune of it too, to fome purpofe.

The once-famed grandeur of this city confifted chiefly, like
that of all grand places in the dark periods of Popery, of the gloomy
piles, the oftentatious frippery and unwieldly mafles of wealth,
accumulated by a long feries of Monkifh impofture---of Gothic
ftruGtures, of enormous fize and fable afpe, filled with dreary
éells, calculated to ftrike the fouls of the ignorant and enthufiaftic
with holy horror, to infpire awe of the places, and veneration for

the perfons who dared to inhabit them, and, by enfeebling the
reafon
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reafon with the mixed operations of horror, wonder and rever-
ence, to fit the credulous for the reception of every impofition,
however grofs in conception, or bungled in execution. Thofe
are the things which conftituted the greatnefs and fplendor of the
cities of Ancient Chriftendom ; to thofe has the fturdieft human
vigour and intellet been forced to bend the knees: they were
built to endure the outrages of time ; and wili ftand, T am fuie,
long, long after their power fhall have becn annihilated.

What a powerful engine has fuperfiition been, ‘n the cunning
management of Priefts! How lamentable it is to think, that not
only all who believed, but all who had good fenfe enough not to
believe, thould, for fo many centuries, have been kept in proflrate
fubmiffion to the will and dominion of an old man 1: Rome !---My
blufhes for the folly and fupineuefs of Mankind, however, are lofl
ina warm glow of tranfport ar the prefent irradiation oi the human
mind ; and though I can fcarcely thiuk with pauence of that gle-
rious, Godlike being, HENR Y the Second of England, being obliged
by the Pope to lath himfelf naked at the tomb of that faucy, wicked
Priet, Tuomas A BeckeT, I felicitate myfcif with the reflection,
that the Pope is now the moft contemptible Sovereign in Europe,
and that the Papal authoriy, which was once the terror and the
fcourge of the carth, is now not only not recognifed, but feldom

thought of, and, when thought of, only ferves to excite laughter
or difguit.

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

T 1% town of Bruges, although the ftreets be, as I have
already defmibed the.n, (o mean, narrow, dirty and irregular in
general, contains, neverthelefs, fome few ftreets that are tolerable,
and a few {quares alfo that are far from contemptible.---I fhould
think it, neverthelefs, not worth another letter of defcription,
were it not tha. 1iie Churches, and Church-curiofities, demand our
attention ; for you will obferve, thatin all rich Popith Countries,
every Church is a holy toy-fhop, or rather a mufeum, where pic-
wuics, ftatues. gold cups, filver candlefticks, diamond crucifixes,
and gods, of various forts and dimenfions, are hoarded up, in ho-
nour of the Supreme Being. This city having been for centuries
the Sce of a Bithop, who is Suffragan to the Archbithop of Mech-
lin, and at the fame time Ilcieditary Chencellor of Flanders, it
is not to be wondered at, if eccleflaftical induftry fhould have
amafled fome of thofe little trinkets which conilitute the chief or
only value of their Church. The mitre of this place conveys to
the head that wears it a diocez containing fia cities, {rom the

names of which you will be able to form fome finall judgment of

o
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the opulence of one poor fon of abftinence and mortification.---
Thofe cities are, in the firft place, Bruges itfelf, then Oftend,
Sluys, Damme, Middlcburgh in Flanders, and Oudenberch---not
to mention onc hundred and thirty-three boroughs and villages;
and if you could compute the number of inferior Clergy with
which the ftreets and highways are filled, you would be thunder-
ftrack. There, and in all thofe Popifh Countries, they may be
feen, with grotefque habits and bald pates, buzzing up and down
like bees, in {warms, (a precious hive!)---and, with the moft vehe-
ment proteftations of voluntary poverty in their mouths, and eyes
uplifted to Heaven, fcrambling for the good things of the earth
with the eagernefs of a pack of hounds, and the rapacity of a whole
roll of lawyers ! With loaded thighs (I might fay, loaded arms too,
for they have large pockets even in their fleeves, for the conceal-
ment of moveables), they return to the great hive, where, con-
trary to the law of bees, the drone lives in idle ftate, and he
plunders them: contrary, too, to the habits of thofe ufeful infects,
they banifh the queen-bee, and fuffer no female to approach their
cells, but keep them in contiguous hives, where, under cover of
the night, they vifit them, and fulfil in private that which they
deny in public---the great command of Providence.

The firft building in nominal rank, though by no means the
firft in value, is the great Cathedral, which has at leaft bulk, an-
tiquity and gloominefs enough to recommend it to the Faithful. It
is by no means unfurnithed within, though not in fo remarkable a

manncr
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manner as to induce me to fill a Letter with it. In a word, it
is an old Popifh Cathedral, and cannot be fuppofed wanting in
wealth : at the time I write, it has been ftanding no lefs a time
than nine hundred and twenty-nine years, having been built in
the year §65.

The next that occurs to me, as worthy of notice, is the Church
of Notre Dame, or that dedicated to our Lady the Virgin Mary.
This is really a beautiful ftructure of the kind---indeed magni-
ficent. Its fteeple 1s beyond conception ftupendous, being o very
bigh as to be feen at fea off Oftend, although it is not elevated
in the fmalleft degree by any rife in the ground ; for, fo very flat
is the whole intermediate country, that I believe it would puzzle
a fkilful leveller to find two feet clevation from high-water-mark
at Oftend up to this city. The contents of this Church are cor-
refpondent to its external appcarancc-;—-being enriched and beauti-
fied with a vaft varicty of facerdotal trinkets, and fine tombs and
monuments. As to the former, the veftments of that fame
Tromas A Becker whom I mentioned in my laft, make a part
of the curiofitics depofited in this Church : this furious and in-
flexible impoftor was Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and his {truggles
to enflave both the King and People of England, and make them
tributary to the Pope, have canonized him, and obtained the very
honourable depot I mention for his veftments. To do juftice,
however, to the fpirit and fagacity of the Holy Fathers who have

{o long taken the pains to preferve them, it muft be commemo-
O rated,
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rated, that they are, or at leaft were fet with diamonds, and other
precious ftones! Probably, among the many Pricfts who have, in
fo many centuries, had the cuftody of thofe divine relics, fome
one, more fagacious than the reft, might conceive, that, to lic in
a Church, and be feen by the all-believing eyes of the Faithful,
a little coloured glafs was juft as good as any precious ftone, and
wifely have converted the originals to fome better purpofe. If fo,
it will be fome confolation to Holy Mother Church to refleét, that
the has bilked the Sans-culottes, who certainly have got pofleffion
of Saint Tmomas A BEckEeT’s facerdotal petticoats ; and, if they
have been found enough to ftand the cutting, have, by this time,
converted them into comfortable campaigning breeches. O mon-
ftrous! wicked! abominable !---that the Royal Mary, fifter to
the great Emperor CHARLEs the Fifth, fhould, {o long ago as the

- Reformation, have bought at an immenfe price, and depofited in
the treafury of the Church of our Lady the blefled Virgin Mary,
the veftments of a Saint, only to make breeches, in the year 1794,
for aFrench foldier! The time has been, that the bare fuggeftion
of fuch facrilege would have turned the brain of half the people
of Chriftendom : but thofe things are now better managed.

Of the tombs in this Church, I fhall only mention two, as
diftinguithed from the reft by their coftlinefs, magnificence and
aptiquity. They are made of copper, well guilt. One of them
is the tomb of MaRry, heirefs to the Ducal Houfe of Burgundy ;

and
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and the other, that of CuarLEs (commonly called zfe Hardy),
Duke of Burgundy, her father.

In Bruges there were four great Abbeys, and an amazing
number of Convents and Nunneries, The buildings, I prefume,
yet ftand ; but there is little doubt that their contents, of every
kind, have been, before this, put in requifition, and each part of
them, of courfe, applied to its natural ufe.

The Church once belonging to the Jefuits, is built in a noble
ftyle of architeCture: and that of the Dominicans has not only its
external merits, but its internal value ; for, befides the ufual fuper-

abundance of rich chalices, &c. it pofleffes fome very great cu-
riofities~=-

As, firt, a very curious, highly wrought pulpit---beautiful
in itfelf, but remarkable for the top being fupported by wood, cut
out, in the moft natural, deceptive manner, in the form of ropes,
and which beguile the fpe@ator the more into a belief of its
reality, becaufe it anfwers the purpofes of ropes.

Secondly, a picture---and fo extraordinary a pi@ure! Before I
defcribe it, I muft apprife you that your faith muft be almoft as
great as that of a Spanith Chriftian to believe me---to believe
that the human intelle& ever funk fo low as, in the firft inftance,
to conceive, and, in the next, to harbour and admire, fuch a
piece. But I miftake---it has its merit; it is a curiofity---the
Demon of Satire himfelf could not with for a greater.

This
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This picture, then, is the reprefentation of a Marriage!---
but of whom? why, truly, of Jesus CurisT with Saint Ca-
THARINE of Sienna. Obferve the congruity---Saint CATHA-
rRINE of Sienna lived many centuries after the tranflation of Jesus
Curist to Heaven, where he is to fit, you know, till he comes
to judge the quick and the dead!--But who marries them? In
truth, Saint Dominic, the patron of this Church! The Virgin
MaRry joins their hands---that is not amifs---But, to crown the
whole, King Davip himfelf, who died fo long before Crrist
was born, plays the harp at the wedding!

My dear FrepERICK, I fhall take it as no fmall inftance of
your dutiful opinion of me to believe, that fuch a picture exitted,
and made part of the holy paraphernalia of a Templc confecrated
to the worfhip of the Divinity: but I affure you it is a fat; and
as I have never given you reafon to fufpect my veracity, I expect
you to believe me in this inftance, improbable though it feems:
for fuch a farrago of abfurditics, fuch a jumble of incongruities,
unpofiibilities, bulls and anachronifms, never yet were com-
prefled, by the human imagination, into the fame narrow compafs.

I protract this Letter beyond my ufual length, on purpofe to
conclude my account of Bruges, and get once more upon the roud.

The Monaftery of the Carthufians, another Order of Friars,
is of amuzing fize, covering an extent of ground not much lefs
than a mile in circum‘rence. The Carmelites, another Order,

have
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have a Church here, in which there is raifed a beautiful monu-
ment, to the memory of HENRY JERMYN, Lord Dover, a Peer
of England-~-But the Monaftery called the Dunes, a fe& of the
Order of Saint BARNARD, is by far the nobleft in the whole city :
the cloiﬁcrs and gardens are capacious and handfome; the apartment
of the Abbot is magnificent and ftately, and thofe of the Monks
themfelves unufually neat.  Thofe poor mortified penitents, fe-
cluded from the pomps, the vanities and enjoyments of life, and
their thoughts, no doubt, refting alone on hereafter, keep, never-
thelefs, a fumptuous table, fpread with every luxury of the
feafon---have their country-feats, where they go a-hunting, or
to refreth themfelves, and actually keep their own coaches.

Among the Nunneries there are two Englith: one of Au-
guftinian Nuns, who are all ladies of quality, and who entertain
ftrangers at the grate with f{weetmeats and wine; the other,
called the Pelicans, is of a very ftri¢t Order, and wear a coarfe
drefs.

To conclude-~-In the Chapel of Saint Basir is faid to be
kept, in perfe& prefervation, the blood which Josepu of Are-
methea wiped off with a {ponge from the dead body of CurisT.
Finis coronat opus.

I fancy you have, by this time, had as much of miracles as
you can well digeft: I therefore leave you to refle® upon them,.
and improve. '

LETTER
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As 1 was going to the berque, at Bruges, to take my
departure for Ghent, the next tewn in my route, I was furprifed
to fee a number of officious, bufy, poor fellows, crowding round
my effedts, and feizing them---fome my trunk, fome my port-
manteau, &c. I believe two or three to each: but my aftonithment
partly fubfided when I was told that they were porters, who plied
on the canal, and about the city, for fubfiftence, and only came to
have the honour of carrying my baggage down to the veflel. Noting
their eagernefs, I could not help fmiling. I know there arc thofe,
and T have heard of fuch, who would blufter at them: but my mirth
at the buftling importance which the poor fellows affeCted, foon
funk into ferious concern ; I faid within myfelf, ¢ Alas, how hard
muft be your lot indeed!” and my imagination was in an inftant
back again in London, where a porter often makes you pay for
a job, not in money only, but in patience alfo, and where the
furlinefs of independence fcowls upon his brow as he does your
work. Every one of my men demanded a remuneration for his
labour : one man could have eafily done the work of five---

but
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but I refolved not to fend them away difcontented: he is but a
fordid churl that would ; and I paid them to their full fatisfaition.
Here, my dear FREDERICK, let me offer you (fince it occurs) my
parental advice on this point---from the prattice of which you
will gain more folid felicity than you can poflibly be aware of
now: pever weigh fcrupuloufly the value of the work of the
Poor; rather exceed than fall fhort of rewarding it: it is a very,
very {mall thing, that will put them in good humour with you
and with themfclves, and relax the hard furrows of labour into
the foft {mile of gratitude-~-a {mile which, toa heart of {enfibility
fuch as your’s, will, of itfelf, ten~thoufand-fold repay you, even
though the frequent practice of it thould abridge you of a few of
thofe things called pleafures, or detradt a little from the weight of
your purfe.

Being again feated in my berque, I fet off for Ghent, a city
lying at a diftance of tWonty-four miles from Bruges. I muft
here remark to you, that the company one meets in thofe veflels
is not always of the firft rank; it is generally of a mixed, motiey
kind: but to a mian who carries along with him, through his
travels, a love for his fellow-creatures, ahd a defire to fee men,
and their. cuftoms and manners, it is both pleafant and eligible---
at leaft I thought it fo, and enjoyed it. There were thofe amongft
us who fpoke rather loftily on that fubject: I faid nothing;
but it brought to my mind a reflection I have often had occafion
to concur in, viz. that a faftidious ufurpation of dignity (happily

F denominated
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denominated flatelinefs) is the never-failing mark of an upftart or
a blockhead. ‘The man of true dignity, felf-ere and ftrong,
needs not have recou‘rfc, for fupporf, to the comparative wretch-
ednefs of his fellow-creature, or plurne himfelf upon ‘{purious fu-
periority. You will undcrﬁand me, however ! When I fay, < the
man of true dxgmty,” I am far, very far, from meaning a lord, a
fquire, a banker, ora general officér---I mean a man of intrinfic
worth---homo emun&z. naris---one who, in every ftation into
which chance may throw him, feels firm in the confeioulnefs of
right--~who can fee and cherith merit, though enveloped and con-
ccaled behind a thabby fusit of clothes-~-and who fcorns the blown-
up fool of fortune, that, without fenfe or fentiment, without virtue,
wifdom or courage, prefumes to call himfelf great, merely becaufe
he pefiefles a few acres of earth which he had neither the induftry
" nor merit to earn, or becaufe his great-great-great-grandfather
. purchafed a title by perfidy to his Country, the plunder of his fel-
low-citizens, or the flaughter of mankind.

Although the face of that pa;rt of the Country through which we
are now paffing, like ‘that of the preceding ftage from Oftend to
Bruges, wants diverfity, it has its charms, and would be particu-
larly delightful in the eye of an Englith farmer; for it is covered
with the thickeft verdure on each fide of the canal, and the banks
are decorated all along by rows of flately trees, while the ﬁclés
in the back ground are cultivated to the higheft degree of per-
fetion, and bear the afpec of producing the moft abundant harvett. -

' You
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You will be zble to form a judgment of the trifling expence
of travelling in this Country, from my expences in this ftage of
twenty-four miles. I had an -excellent dinner for about fifteen
pence of our money ; my paffage coft me but fixtee more, amount-
ing in all to two fhillings and fever pence: compare that with
travelling in England, where one cannot rife up from an indifferent
dinner, in an Inn, under five thillings at the leaft, and you muft
be aftonifhed at the difproportion.

Ghent is the capital of Flanders, and is to be reckoned
among the largeft cities of Europc, as it covers a fpace of ground
of not lefs than feven miles in cifcumfercncé ; but there is not
above one half of that occupied with buildings, the greater part
being thrown into fields, gardens, orchards, and pleafux_‘c-grounds.
Situated on four navigable rivers, and interfeted into no fewer
than twenty-fix iflands by a number of canals, which afford an
cafy, cheap and expeditious carriage for weighty merchandiie,
it may be confidered, in point of local advantages for commerce,
fuperior to moft cities in Europe ; while thofe iflands are again
united by about a hundred bridges, fome great and fome {mall,
which contribute much to the beauty of the city. .

To a man accuftomed to mould his thoughts by what he fees
in Great Britain, the ftrong fortifications that furround almott all
towns on the Continent convey the moft difagreeable fenfations---
reminding him of the firft mifery of Mankind, War l--~denoting,
alas! too truly, the difpofition of Man to violate the righ‘ts of his

Fg {cllow-
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fellow.creatares, and manafelting the tyrannous abufe of power.
On me, though trained and accuftomed to mil‘i*nany habits, this
« dreadful note of preparation” had an unpleafing effe ; for,
though born, bred and habitunted to the life of the Soldier, I find
the feelings of the Citizenand the Man claim a paramount right to
my heart. , ‘

Ghent was once extremely well fortified, and calculated, by
nature as well as by art, to repel encroachment. It had a very
ftrong caftle, walls and ditches; and now, though not otherwife
ftrong, the country may, by thutting up the fluices, be, for above
a mile round, laid in a very fhort time under water. It was for-
‘merly fo populous and powerful, that it declared war more than
once againft its .Sovereign, and raifed amazing armies. In the year
1587, it fuffered dreadfully from all the ravages of famine, under
which 2 namber not lefs than three thoufand of its inhabitants
perithed in one week.

This town is .diftinguithed by the nativ{ty of two celebrated
charaters : one was the famous Joux of Gaunt, fon of King Ep-
wARD the Third of England; the other, the Emperor CHARLES
the Fifth, who was born there in the year 1 500.

It was in this city that the Confederation of the States, well
known under the title of the Pacification of Ghent, which united
the Provinccs.in the moft ]aﬁing union of intereft and laws, was
held: t_his union was chiefly owing to the vigorous, unre-
mitted efforts of Wirriam the Firft, Prince of Orange, to

whofe
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whofe valour and virtue may be attributed the independence of the
United States.

In this city there were computed to be fifty companies of
Tradefmen, among whom were manufa@ured a variety of very
curious and rich cloths, ftuffs, and filks: it if certain, that the
‘woollen manufacture flourithed here before it had made the fmalleft
progrefs in England, whofe wool they then bought. There was
alfo a good branch of linen manufacture here, and 2 pretty brifk
~corn tradey for which it was locally well calculated. You will
obferve, once for all, that in {peaking of this Country, I generally
ufe the paft tenfe; for, at prefent, they are utterly undone.

Ghent was the See of a Bifhop, who, like the Bithop of Bruges,
was Suffragan to the Archbithop -of Mechlin. Thus, in moft
Chriftian Countries, are the intelles, the confciences, and the
cath too, of the People, fhut up and hid from the light, by Prieft
within Déan, and Dean within Bithop---like a ring in the hand of
a conjurer, box within box---till at laft they are enveloped in the
great receptacle of all dcccption, the capacious pocket of the Arch-
bithop. Lét‘nqt {ceptered Tyrants, their legions, their fcaffolds,
and their (words, bear all the infamy of the flavery of Mankind!
Opinion, opinion, under the management of fraud and impofture,
is the engine that forges their fetters ! l---JANSEN1US, from whom
the Janfenifts took their name, was -the firft Bithop of this place ;
and the late Bifhop, I think, may be reckoned the latt.

' The
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The Mumapal Government of this city is corre@, and well
calculated ‘to fecure’ internal 1 peace and order. The chief magi-
ftrate is the ngh Bailiff ; {ubordinate to whom are Burgoma.ftcrs,
Echivins, and Counfellors. -

Ghent is not deficient in ftately edifices; and, true to their
'fyﬂ:cm, the Holy Fathers of the Chunc;h have their fhare, which,
in old Popifh Countrics, is at leaft nineteen twentieths. In the
middle of the town is a high tower, ‘called Belfort tower ; from
whence there is a delightful profpe@ over the whole city and its
environs. Monafteries énd Churches, there, are without number ;
befides hofpitals and market-places : that called Friday’s market,
is the largeft of all, and is adorned with a flatue of CuARLES
the Fifth, in his imperial robes. The Stadthoufe is a magnifi-
cent ftruture---So is the Cathedral, under which the‘ Reverend
Fathers have built a fubterraneous Church. What deeds are thofe
which fhun the light! Why thofe Holy Patriarchs have fuch a de-
fire for burying themfelves, and working like moles under ground,
they themfelves beft know, and I think it is not difficult for others
to conjecture. | _ '

This Cathedral, howcvcx:,‘ is well worth attention, on account
of fome capital picires it contains. The marble of the Church
is remarkably fine, and the alta.r-piecc fplendid beyond all poffi-
ble defcription ; and, indecd, in all the others, there are paintings,
eminent for their own excelleMe, and for the celebrity of the
mafters who painted them. . ‘

In
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In the Monaftery of St. PrerRE, there is a grand library, filled
with books in all languages; but it is chiefly remarkable for the
fuperlative beauty of its ceiling, one half of which was painted by
RusBENs. ,. ey

Thus you may perceive, my dear FREDERICK; the charity of
the Clergy !~--how, in pure pity for the fins of Mankind, and in
paternal care of their fouls, they exatt from the Laity fome atone-
ment for their crimes, and conftrain them at leaft to repent---and,
with unpardlleled magnanimity, take upon themfelves the vices,
the gluttony, the avarice, and the fenfuality, of which they are
fo careful to purge their fellow-creatures !

LETTER IX.

Havine given you a general outline of the city of

Ghent, I fhall now proceed to give you an account of one of the
moft excellent, and certainly the moft intefef’ting, of all the cu-
riofities in that place. It is indeed ef a fort fo immediately cor-
refpondent to the moft exalted fepfations of humanity, and fo
- perfe@ly in unifon with the moft quﬁiﬁtely fenfible chords of the
feeling heart, that I refolved to refcue it from the common lumber
of
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of the place, a.nd,,givc it to you in a freth Letter, when the ideas
excited by my former might have faded away, and left your mind
mare cleqr far the reception of {uch refined impreffions.

On one gf the many bridges in Ghent ftand two large brazen
images of 2 father and {on, who obtained this diftinguithed mark
of the admiration of their fellow-citizens by the following in-
cidents; . .. o

Both the father and the fon were, for fame offence againit
the State, condemned ‘to dic. Some favourable circumftances
appearing on the fide of the fon, he was granted a remiffion of his
“{hare of the fentence, upon certain provifions---in fhort, he was
offered a pardon, on the moft cruel and barbarous condition that
ever entered into the mind of even Monkith barbarity, namely,
that he would become the executioner of his father ! He at firft
refolutely refufed to prefcrvc his life by means fo fatal and deteft-
able : This is not to be wondered at ; for I hope, for the honour
of our nature, that there are but few, very few fons, who would
‘not have {purned, with abhorrence, life fuftained on conditions fo
horrid, fo unnatural. The.fon, though long inflexible, was at
length overcome by the tears and entreaties of a fond father, who
reprefented to him, "that, at all events, his (the father’s) life was
forfeited, and that it would be the greateft poffible confolation to
him, at his laft moments, to think, that in his death he was the
inftrument of his fon’s pmivaticm. - The youth confented to'adopt
the horrible means of recovering his life and liberty : be liftad the

axe;
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axe; but, as it was about to fall, his arm funk nervelefs, and the
axe dropped from his hand! Had he as many lives as hairs, he
would have yielded them all, one after the other, rather than
again even conceive, much lefs perpetrate, fuch an a&. Life,
liberty, every thing, vanifhed before the dearer interefts of filial
affeion: he fell upon his father’s neck, and, embracing him,
triumphantly exclaimed, « My father, my father ! we will die to-
gether I and then called for another executioner to fulfil the
fentence of the law.

Hard muft be their hearts indeed, bereft of every fentiment of
virtue, every fenfation of humanity, who could fland infenfible
fpeQators of fuch a{cene---A fudden peal of involuntary applaufes,
mixed with groans and fighs, rent the air. The execution was
fufpended; and on a fimple reprefentation of the tranfa@&ion, both
were pardoned: high rewards and honours were conferred on
the fon; and finally, thofe two admirable brazen images were
raifed, to commemorate a tranfaGion {o honourable to human
nature, and tranfimit it for the inftruction and emulation of pofte-
rity. The ftatue reprefents the fon in the very a&t of letting
fall the axe.

Lay this to your mind, my dear Freperick: talk over
it to your brother; indulge all the charming fympathetic fenfa-
tions it communicates: never let a mg’cakcn thame, or a falfe idea
(which fome endeavour to imprefs) that it is unmanly to melt
at the tale of woe, and fympathize with our fellow-creatures,

G ftop
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ftop the current of your {enfibility---no! Be afiured, that, on the
contrary, it is the true criterion of manhood and valour to feel;
and that the more {ympathetic and fenfible the heart is, the

more nearly it is allied to the Divinity.

Tam now on the point of conducting you out of Auftrian Flan-
ders---One town only, and that comparatively a fmall one, lying
between Us and Brabant: the name of this town is Aloft, or, as
the Flemings fpell it, Aelft.

From Ghent to Bruffels (the next great ftage in my way),
I found, to my regret, that there was no conveyance by water:
I therefore was obliged to go in a voiture, and ftopt at Aloft, as an

intermediate ftage ; and mathematically intermediate it is~---for it
lies at equal diftance from Ghent and Bruffels, being exadtly fifteen
miles from each.

This is a fmall, but exceeding neat town, fituated on the river
Dender ; and being a remarkably great thoroughfare, accommoda-
tions of every kind are tolerably good in it. It would be idle to
fuppofe, that Catholie zeal had left fo many fouls unprotected and
undifciplined, where there were fo many bodies capable of drudgery
to pay for it. In truth, there has been as ample provifion made
for the town of Aloft in the way of facerdotal bufinefs, as for
any other town in the Netherlands---regard being had to its
bulk ; for there were feveral Convents of Friars, and of courfe

feveral of Nuns: befides, there was a Jefuit’s College of fome
note..
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note. How they all fare by this time, it is difficult for me to de-

termine.

The Church of Saint MARTIN could boaft of fome excellent
pictures, particularly a moft capital piece, ¢ Lz Peffe,” by
RuBENS. _

In a Convent inhabited by a fet of Monks, denominated Gu-
lielmite, I faw the tomb of Tuierry MarTIN, Wwho firft
brought the art of Printing from Germany to that place. His
name and fame are tran{mitted to us by an epitaph upon his tomb,
written by his friend, the ingenious Erasmus.

This tomb of THierRY MARTIN flands 2 monument, not
only of his merit, but of the fhort-fightednefs and folly even of
Monks. Alas, filly men ! they little knew, that when they granted
TrIERRY MARTIN the honours of the Convent, they were har-
bouring, in their hallowed ground, one of their greateft enemies,
and commcmoz:ating the man who was contributing to the over-
throw of their facred Order: for the art of Printing, wherever it
reached, illuminated the human mind, and firft kindled up that
light, before which Prieftcraft, and all its pious impoftures, like
evil {pectres, have vanithed. To the art of Printing is human fo-
ciety indebted for many of the advantages which it pofleffes be-
yond the brute or favage tribes---for the perfe@tion of arts, the
extenfion of fcience, the general enlargement of the mind, and,
above all, for the emancipation of perfon and property from the
thackles of defpotifm, and of the human intelle® from the fet-

G 2 ters



. ( s2 )

ters of blindmefs and ignoranee with which facerdotal fraud had
chained it for centuries to the earth. _

The territary of this City is of pretty large extent, and is called
a County, having, in ancient times, had Counts of its own; and
the whole of it is extrcxﬁely fruitful in pafture, corn, hops, flax,
and moft other produttions of thofe climes.

I made but a very fhort flay at Aloft, when I proceeded on to
Bruffels; and, having thus brought you through that part of the
Netherlands called Auftrian Flanders, I think I cught to give you
a general account of 'the Country at large, as I have hitherto
confined myfelf merely to the cities and towns of it; but as this
Letter is already of 2 length that will not allow of any great addi-
tion, I fhall poftpone my intended defcription to my next.

LETTER X.

Were Mankind to be guided by moderation, reafon,
and juftice~---were there no luft for territory in particular States---
no ambition or defire in Kings for an undue enlargement of their
power---no unjuftifiable infrattions attempted by one State or Po-
tentate upon the peace and pofleflion of another---no Armies to

carry
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carry defolation and plunder through the world, nor Church-

men more mild, but not more moderate, to drain them with
their fubtle deceptions---were the hufbandman, the fitherman,
the manufatturer, and the labourer, permitted to make, by their
induftry, the beft ufe of the {oil on which chance or nature had
planted them, and to lift the fruits of their labour to their own
lips---no people were more happy than the inhabitants of Au-
ftrian Flanders. _

This Country is bounded, to the North, by the Scheldt; to the
North-weft, by the Northern Sea; tothe South, and South-wett,
by Artois, one of the fineft Provinces of France ; and to the Eaft,
by Brabant. Its greateft length is feventy-five miles; and its
greateft breadth, fifty-five. The air is good; but it is faid to be
better in proportion as it recedes from the fea. The Winters are
fometimes long and fevere, and the Summers fometimes wet and
fultry ; yet, in general, the climate is agreeable. The foil is in
moft parts fertile, and in fome to a degree equal to that of any part
of Europe. It is chiefly famous for its pafturage ; in confequence
of which, great numbers of black cattle, horfes and theep, are
bred in it, and immenfe quantities of butter and cheefe made.
It is, befides, abundantly produétive of.all forts of culinary vege-
tables---fruit in great quantities---corn and flax, which laft is
not only raifed in great plenty, but is cclebrated for the finenefs
and ftrength of its ftaple. It is true, that in fome parts they have
not corn {ufficient for the inhabitants ; but this is well recompenfed

by
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by other productions, with the redundance of which they purchafe
the fuperfluous grain of their neighbours---for, where the inha-
bitants do follow tillage, the produce is unequalled, and the fuper-
fluity muft of courfe be great.

The fuperior fecundity of the theep of this Country is very
remarkable, and difficult, perhaps, to be accounted for---a ewe
here bringing forth conftantly three lambs at a birth, fometimes
four, fometimes five, and fome have been known to produce as
many as fix and feven---no {mall inftance of the prodigality of
Naturé in providing for this fpot.

At fome diftance from the fea-coaft, the face of the Country
is decorated with a profufion of wood, fitted either for timber or
for fuel ; and towards the coaft, where Nature has been rather
niggard of that blefling, the inhabitants fubftitute, in its ftead, for
fuel, a kind of turf, which they find at the depth of four or five
feet from the f{urface of the earth, and which makes a fire, not
only cheerful, pleafant and hot, but remarkably wholefome, being
free from the deftru@ive fulphureous and bituminous vapour at-
tendant upon coal.

Perhaps no part of the world is better {fupplied than this Pro-
vince with all forts of fith, as well thofe of fea as frefh water :
fowl and venifon were extremely plenty and reafonable ; and a great
deal of excellent beer was brewed in it. It is wathed by feveral

rivers, four of which are noble ftreams, namely, the Scheldt, the

Lys,



Lys, the Scarpe, and the Dender; and there are feveral canals,
the chief of which is that between Bruges and Ghent..

Thus, in whatever way it be confidered, Nature feems to have
made ample provifion for the happinefs of the People : how far
they are o, you fhall hear when I come to give a general view of
the Netherlands---that which is applicable to Auftrian Flanders
being equally {o to all the other parts of the Netherlands, except-
ing thofe under the dominion of the Republic of the United States.

The States of this Country, according to the Conftitution it
once poflefled, confifts of the Clergy, the Nobility, and the Com-
moners. The Clergy were the Bifhops and Abbots : the Nobility
was compofed of certain families holding hereditary Offices or Ba-
ronies, to which that privilege was annexed ; and the Commoners
were made up of the Burgomafters, Penfioners and Dcputies ‘of the
Cities and Diftri®ts. But the only religion profcﬁed or tolerated
in this Country, was the Roman Catholic.

Of the People of Auftrian Flanders, a celebrated Author gives
the following account, which I tranfcribe for your ufe, the rather
as my ftay there was too thort to enable me to make any material
obfervations on them, or their manners.---

‘ With refpect to the perfons and characters of the inhabitants,”
fays he, ¢ they are, generally {peaking, lufty, fat, and clumfy---
¢ very induftrious, both in cultivating their lands, and in their
* trades and manufa@ures---lovers of Liberty, and cnemies to
¢ Slavery---and not defeive in good fenfe or judgment, though

« they
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« they have not fo lively an imagination as fome other Nations.
« Their women are fair, handfome enough, and honeft by their
¢ natural conftitution, as well as from ét'princip‘lc of virtue: as
«¢ they cannot pretend to wit and repartee, they do not make
"« themfelves ridiculous by the naufeous affeCtation of them. Both
¢ fexes are great lovers of public diverfions ; and every city, town,
¢« and village, have their kermiffes, or fairs, in which all forts of
¢ fhews are exhibited.”

Many arts which now enrich other Nations, and the import-
ance of which has excited contefts and ftruggles of the moft ferious
kind in the political world, were invented or improved in that
Country. Weaving, in general, though not invented, was greatly
ipmproved ; and the art of forming figures of all forts in linen was
firft invented there. To the F lemings we are alfo indebted for
the arts of curing herrings, dying cloths and ftuffs, and oil-colours.
But thofe arts, and the manufactures, have gradually flid away
from them, and left but a fmall {hare bebind, when compared with
‘their former flourithing ftate: they have flown to a Land of Li-
berty and Security, where hoftile feet never tread, whére Slavery
corrupteth not, where War devoureth not, nor Priefts nor Defpots
break in and fteal. Neverthelefs, filk, cotton and woollen ftuffs,
brocades, camblcfs, tapeftry, linen, and lace, are {till manufactured
here to fome fmall extent. )

This Province had Counts of its own, from the ninth century
up to the year 1369, when it was made over, by marriage (like a

farm
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a farm of cattle) to the Dukes of Burgundy ; and afterwards, again,
was by them made over, in like way of matriage, to the Houfe of
Auftria. In 1667, France feized the Southern .part ; and the
States General obtained the Northern, partly by the Treaty of
Munfter, and partly by the Barricf Treaty of 1715. '
To reckon upon the natural endowments of this Country, one
would fuppofe that it thould be a terreftrial paradifc: yet fuch is
the wickednefs of Man, and the outrageous fpirit of Power, that
it is almoft the laft Country in Europe in which I would have pro-
perty, and fix a permanent refidence. Juft now, while I 9:xn Writ-
ing, I have before me an account, that the French, to whom they
opened their gates, have plundered them to the laft atom of their
moveable poffeffions ; and that the property of the unfortunate
people is now in waggons, -on its way to Paris.
Once more, my boy, I fay, blefs your Gop, that planted you
in a Country cheered by the voice of Freedom, defended by Britith
{Valour, and, what is of more confequence, furrounded by the
Ocean. '

LETTER
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LETTER XL

Havine condu@ed you through that part of the Ne-
therlands called Auftrian Flanders, we are now to dire& our at-
tention ~to‘ that called Auftrian Brabant, of which part, as well as
of the Netherlands in general, Bruflels, where I arrived the fame
day I left Ghent, is the capital, giving its name to a quarter or
territory that furrounds it. «

In all parts of thé Netherlands through which I travelled, 1
could not help admiring the uniform decorations of the roads,
rivers and canals, with rows of lofty trees, which form a moft
agreeable thade from the Summer’s burning fun, and yet do not
obftrud any great extent of profpe@, the Country is fo extremely
flat. And one thing I remarked, and which certainly feems at
firft view extraordinary, is, that in the great extent of Country
through which we have hitherto paffed, from Oftend to Bruffels,
being fixty-eight miles, I fcarce faw one Noblemnan or Gentleman’s
feat---nothing above the houfe of a hufbandman, a curate, or
forne perfon of fmall fortune : and yet the Country is extremely
rich; and I faw many fpots, as I went along, charming beyond

defcription,
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defcription, and fuch as would tempt, I ihouid think, a man of
tafte and opulence to fettle in them. Thxs muft appear unac-
countable to thofe who do not tccolle&, that ima Country fubje@
like this to the ravaging incurfions of contending armies, fortified
towns are confidered as the moﬁ pleafing, becaufe thc moft fecure
retreats of opulence. :

As T approached the city of Bruffels, I was ftruck with 2
mixed fenfation of furprife and delight at the appearance it made
~-~none that I had ever fcen being comparable to it, and not one
in Europe, by the account of travellrgrs, bcgng in that refpe®t fu-
perior to it, Naples and Gcnoé only éxcepted: like them, however,
it, when entered, falls far thort of the exp(c&a‘tion‘ raifed by its
external appearance, being all compofed of hills and‘ hollows,
which not orﬂy fatigue, but render the appearance of the ftreets,
though well built, contemptible and mean.

Bruffels ftands on the beautiful little river Senne, on the brow
of ahill. The city is about feven miles in-circumnference, has
{even gatés; with extenfive fuburbs, and is enconipaﬂ'cd'with a
double wall made of brick, and ditches ; but its fize is.too great
for ftrength, as a face of defence of fuch extent could not poflibly
hold out a long ﬁcge---a great and mfupmablc dcfc& in fuch a
country as I have defcribed. .

Great as is the extent of ground on w}uch this city ftands, it
is neverthelefs very well built, and extre,mcly populous, It is
ornamented with no fewer than feven fquares, all of them remark-

He ' ably
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-ably fine, perticularly the great fquare or market~place, which is
reckoned to be perhaps the fineft in Europe. Around it are the halls
‘of the different trades, the fronts of which are ~dorned, in a fuperb
manner, with emblematical fculptuie. with gilding, aud a variety
of Latin infcriptions. . One quarter of this {quare is entiizly oce-
pied by the town-houfes, a noble pile of building, in vhich there
were apartments where the States of Brabant met, finely adorned
with tapeftry in” gilt frames, and. fome admirable original paint-
ings. At the time I was there, the whole city was in motion,
preparing for the Inauguration of the i'mMPEROR, Who was then
impatiently expetted, and whofe approach made fuch a buftle, and
promifed fuch a ipeGacle. as made mc regret the necefiity 1 lay
under of proceeding on my journey. The towr-huafe wi | :
into the higheft order, and fubfequently 1l a facr:fze 1o <he great
and important event for which it was prepared.

The fteeple of this buiiding is of a moft flupendous height---
three hundred and fixty-four feet; and on the top of it is ereted
2 ftatue of Saint Micuaxyr killing the Dragon, of the enormous
height of feventeen feet: this Co'offal fatue is fo conftruted as
to ferve fur a weather-cock ; and being made of copper, well
gilt, 1s at once confpicuous, m.zguiﬁccht, and ornamental.

The public buildings of Bruffels, particularly the Palaces and
Courts of the feveral Princes. Ceunts, and cther perfons of diftine-
tion, (and,’ you may bg"furc, the Churches and Clotfters too), are
{pacious, expenfive, and' magnificent. Behind tire Impe: al Palace,

which
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which ftood in the higheft part of the city, but was burnt down
many years ago, is a park, well ftocked with deer, and planted
with trees, like St. James's-nark at London, for the inhabitants to
walk in. At the farther ¢nd of it is a fine pleafure-houfe, built
by the E‘npefor Cuaxres the Fifth, after his abdication.

The Palace is a magnificent ftructure: the rooms of it are
finithed in a ftyle far fuperior to thofe of wny Palace in England,
and enriched with many fne paintings: that of the Family of
HECTOR, in the Council Chamber, lays claim to the firft rank of
eminence. Of the other buildings (the grandeur of which en-
title them to the names of Palaces), thofe o” the Prince de la
Tovr and Taxis, and the Britith Earl ~f Aylefbury, are diftin-
rutthed by prear beavry and magnificence.  Indeed, in all the
Palaces, thrre are colletiions of original paintings, by the moft
emwen maflers, both Itrlian and Flemith.

The Royal Library of Bruffels claims particular attention, for
the magnitude and liberality of its eftautithment, containing a grand
collection of the moft excellent books in all languages, and being
open all the year on Tuefdays, Thuridays, and Saturdays, t pub-
lic accefs.

The Arfenal of Bruffels is extremely well worth going to fee,
on account -of the very curious antique arms it containg---of which
it is, at this diflance of time, impoffible for me to give you any
account weu v o togtion, The armour of the Emperor CHARLES
the Fifil, « - certue with the furniture of his hotfe, and ftate fword,

are
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: érc“-’f'hﬂc-ﬁfnv::xl"‘cdu!d*"fcc nothing either novel or intetefting in them
—uva ftrong mark, I prefame, of my want of tafte; but I confefs
my organs are not fo refined as to feel any extraordinary emotions
‘at.the fight of a heap of inert matter, merely becaufe it once en-
velopéd the carcafe of 2 Tyrant : neithet were they fo very coarfe
or dull as not to undergo very pointed fenfations at the fight of the
armour of 'MbN TEzUMA,‘ the injured Emperor of Mexico, the
viétim of avarice and rapine, under their ufual matk, religion. Why
MonTEzUMA’s armour fhould make a part of the trophies of a
‘Papith State, and be triumphantly exhibited, is hard to account
for in human folly : why that thould be exhibited which is a ftain
-of the deepeit-damned black, in their black code of faith, is afto-
nithing, unles we allow the truth of the old faying, * Quos Drus
oult ‘perd'erc; prius dementat ;" and that, after having violated
every prmcxple Qf vxrtue, morality, and human feeling---after
- having furpaffed in cmelty all that we know of the worft mon-
-fters of the earth, or of the dccp, the fell hyena, or the ravening
-$hark~-~-after having faccefsfully emulated the worft efforts of the
“moft malignant {pirits that are faid to hold counfel for the ruin of
‘Mankind in Hell-~-they were defirous to tranfimit the {poils. of
.their ravages to pofterity, to tell them what glorious things have
- been achieved in days of yore, for the love of CHRIST---to de-
. monftrate what benecfits are to be derived from a religion which
has, for fo many hundred years, given fantion to every enormity
that firikes the foul of Man ‘with horror, and thereby to make

converts
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converts to their principles. Monfters! fools! Away with your
idle cants, ye hypocrites, who would brand the cruelties of the
prefent days, the maffacres of the ]a;:obins, with the crime of
infidelity, and attribute thofe much lamented cicfcé'tions from hu-
manity to a falling off from the Chriftian Faith. Look to Mexico !
—-feeh monéer, a High Prieft of your religion, colle&ing, by fair
promifes and fweet perfuafion, a people round him; and, when a
plain was filled, commanding his bloodhounds, armed with {word
and crucifix, to fall upon and murder them---becaufe one poor
creature, who knew not what a book meant, had accidentally
dropped a bible from his hands !---fee him not {paring age or fex,
but butchering all, for the love of CurisT !--~When have the
deluded and cﬁfrcnzied mob of France perpetrated, in the full
torrent of popular frenzy, fuch atrocities as this cruel Prieft com-
mitted in cold blood? when have they hunted down their fellow-
creatures, maflacred children, and given their yet panting mem-
bers to their dogs for food, as pious Chriftians, headed by a pious
Prieft, have done in Mexico? Never! never!--Learn wifdom, then,
ye hypocrites | and if you cannot convince your enemies by rea-
fon, or conquer them by force, and if their predatory and wicked
progrefs is not to be ftopped, do not fanctify their enormities, or
palliate their crimes, in the eye of reafon, by a comparifon with
thofe of a deeper dye : remember, that ¢ not to be the worft ftands
in fome rank of praife,” and that the Jacobin cruelties o Paris,
horrible though they were, were pity and tender mercy; conjparcd

with
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with the Chriftian butchery in Mexico, in Europe, in Afia, in
_every place where Popery ever fet its bloody hoof.

You are not, from what I fay, to infer that I entertain any
illiberal animofity to Popery, as many men, and more women, do,
merely becaufe its articles of Faith differ from thofe in whxch I
was bred; I truft my heart and underftanding are above fuch very
degrading prejudices : but I abhor every thing that militates againtt
human happinefs---every thing that cruthes the operations of in-
tellet--~cvery thing that fops the current of opinion, and pre-
vents its courfe from enlarging and meliorating our condition: I
abhor the impettinent and hypocritical intrufion of all Churchmen
upon national or domeftic concerns; the more, when that in-
trufion is mifchievous ; and more ftill, when it affumes the mafk
of piety---for that:is at once a fraud upon Man and an abufe of
Gon. All thofe caufes of abhorrence attach, more or lefs, to all
fets of the Chriftian Religion, the Quakers only excepted---but
to Popery rather mote than to any of the others; for it is obferved,
that while the very firft principles of Chriftianity, as originally
laid down in theory, are peace and good-will towards men, war-

fare, perfecution and bloodthed, have practically marked its foot-
fteps wherever it has trod, and its very effence been perverted by
its own Minifters, who, entrufted with the key of the Tempie,
fteal the veftments from the altar, to cover the deformed, crooked
back of vice. But the rays of dawning reafon now break with
fuller light upon Mankind ; and it haftens to meridian refplendence, .
. befarg:
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before which thofe phantoms raifed by pious jugglers will vanith,
and, < likc the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave not a wreck
behind.” |

LETTER XIL

In the Arfenal of Bruflels was another curiofity, which
I overlooked in my laft---a model of a cannon, conftructed foas to
throw feven balls at once. It is fome confolation to philanthropy
to refle@, that of all the abominable engines and inftruments
which the inventive faculties of Man have difcovered to increafe
the cruclty and carnage of war, not one has been of late times
adopted.  This model lies here, therefore, only as a memorial of
the diabolical genius of the inventor.

The Opera-houfe of Bruflels, accounted the nobleft and largefl
in Europe, is built after the Italian manner, with rows of lodges or
clofets, in moft of which are chimneys. One of thofe, which be-
longed to a Prince, whofe title I now forget, was hung with look~
ing-glaffes, in which, while he fat by the fire, took refrefhments,
or reclined on his conch, he could {ee the whole reprefentation,
without being expofed to the view of either the acors or the

audience.
| The
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The markets of Bruflels are very remarkable. The Dukes of
St. Pierre paid no lefs than forty thoufand florins, or upwards of
three thoufand pounds fterling, tor four pictures of them, painted
by Rusrns and SyNpER---Lrwis the Fourteenth of Irance
offered an immente fum of money for them; but they found their
way at laft into the colleGion of the Britith Earl of Orford. The
value of them is faid, by connoiffeurs, to be beyond computation.

Bruflels is extremely well fupplied with water; for, befides
the river, it has twenty public fountains, adorned with flatues,
ot the corners of the moft public ftreets; and the lower part
of the city is cut into canals, which communicate with the
great one, extending from Bruflels to the Scheldt, fifteen miles:
by means of this canal, which was finithed in 1561, and coft the
city cight hundred thoufand florins, a perfon may fail from Bruficis
to the North Sea ; and barques do atually go twice a day to Ant-
werp, and back again.

This city is full of Churches, of which the moft remarkable is
that of Saint MicuaeL and Saint Gupura, commonly called the
Cathedral. It is a fuperb, old Gothic ftructure, and, from its ccle-
brated fituation, a moft beautiful ornament to the city. It is not
only grand in its external appearance, but finely adorned within.
The pillars which fupport the roof are lofty and elegant : and
againft each is a ftatue of ten feet in height. There are no lefs
than fixteen Chapels in it; and each Chapel is enriched with
abundance of fplendid ornaments, altar finery, candlefticks, cru-

cifixes,
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cifixes, &c. and with fome excellent pictures too: a pitture of
Jesus CurisT prefenting the keys of Paradife to Saint Perrr,
which is reckoned among the chef-d’euvres of RuBens, hangs
in one of thofc Chapels. There are fome monuments, alfo, of
very great merit, in the choir of this Church. But that which I
think by far the greatcﬁ and moft admirable curiofity (I mean of
human workmanthip) in the Church, is a pulpit---one of the
richeft and moft exquifitely wrought pieces I have ever feen: at
the bottom are feen ApaMm and EvE as large as life, reprefented as
at the moment when the Angel drove them out of Paradife : in
both of their faces are deeply and expreflively marked the traits of
a mind agonifed with anguifh and remorfe: behind Eve is a figure
of Death, which follows them; and on the top of the pulpit are
feen the figures of Jesus Curist and the Virgin Mary cruth-
ing the head of the Serpent. The ftrong expreffions in the faces
of all thofe figures, and the exquifite turn of the workmanfhip, 1
the more remarkable, as it is all cut out of oak wood.

Of fupernatural curiofitics, one of the Chapels in this Cathe-
dral contains fome, that, for miracle, yield to none in the long
catalogue of Monkifh devices. Three hofts or wafers are daily
worfhipped by the People; which hofts or wafers, the Priefts
firmly affert, and the Pcople as firmly believe, were, fo longago
as the year 1369, ftabbed by a Jew, and bled profufely. They
are expofed on every feftival, in a chalice richly fet with dia-
monds ; and on the firfl Sunday after every thirteenth of July,

| K% there
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there is a yearly proceflion in memory of this ftabbing and bleed-
ing, when the hofts are carried in great ftate round the city, em-
bellithed with all manner of precious ftones, and attended by all
the Clergy, fecular and regular, the Magiftrates, the Courts of
* Juftice, and cven by the Governor of the Province: the Chapel
where they are kept is of marble, and the altar of {olid filver.

Great Gop ! what an opprobrium to the human underftanding,
that, at the time when the mind of Man is fufficiently enlightened
to avoid the weaknefs of thameful credulity, a whole People fhould
ftoop to fuch extravagant impofition ! what a thame to juftice and
honefty, that thofe who are trufted to guard the rights of a People,
and who certainly are too well informed to yield their belief to
fuch trath, thould yet join in, and give the weight of their autho-
rity to fo grofs, fo wicked adeception on a Community ! The Ma-
giftrates, the Courts of Juftice, and the Governor---they waik,
too, in company with the bald-pated impoftors---Good Gop ! can
morc be faid ? volumes of comment could not elucidate or render
it more confpicuoufly abfurd than the bare recital of the fact
itfelf.

It is impoffible for me to recount to you the number of Nun-
neries, of various Orders, in which unfortunate women were cloi-
ftered up, fome from bigotry, and others by force, in this city.
There were, however, two of them Englith---one of Dominican
Ladies, founded by Cardinal HowARrD, in the reign of CuarLES
the Second, of which a Lady of the Noble Houfe of Norfolk was

always
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always Abbefs: the other is of Benedi¢tine Nuns; the Beguinage

of the latter is like a little town, furrounded with a wall and ditch,
and divided into pretty little fireets, where every Beguine has her
apartment ; the number of them amounts in general to feven or
eight hundred, fometimes more..

If population be the true ftrength of a Nation, this part of
Popery is very impolitic. The fucceflion of women in this one
Convent fince the reign of CHaRLES the Second, muft amount to
many thoufands. Had thofe been married, and, on an average,
had only two children each, with the children, grandchildren, and
areat-grandchildren, down to the prefent day, in all the ramifi-
cations of defcent, there is not a doubt but their number would
c¢iual that of the whole people of fome extenfive Provinces.. What,
then, muft be the lofs to the population of the carth, arifing from
the celibacy of fo many millions of males and females as have been
wonfigned to fterility in the Catholic Countries, ever fince that
¢xtraordinary doctrine came firft into fathion ? It is out of the reach
of calenlation : not but, now and then, they may have children---
indced they certainly have ; but thofc are generally difpofed of in
@ way not to bring fhame on the frail Sifterhood, or their Con-
teflors.

In wading through fuch a torrent of offenfive ideas as the in-
numerable abfurditics and deceptions of Popifth Countries conti-
nually raife in the mind, it is a pleafing circumftance to be relieved
by the contemplation of fome really ufeful, humane inflitution

and
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and fuch a one prefents itfelf now to my recolletion: At Bruflels,
and, I am told, at all great towns of the Netherlands, there isa
public office for lending money at a very moderate intereft upon
pledges: it is called the Mount of Piety; and was eftablifhed
nearly 108 years ago by the Archduke ALBERT, and IsanerLLa,
his wife. By this inftitution, the Poor are faved from the fleecings
and frauds of Pawnbrokers: and, to render it ftill more perfet in
accommodation, there are private paflages for entrance ; fo that
thofe who would wifh to conceal their necefiities, are exempted
from the mortification of being feen publicly going in, or coming
out.

You have read, 1 prefume, that in the days of Heathenifm,
the Deities of that curious Mythology were fuppofed to rejoice
in the number Three. The Popith Code has fixed upon Seven
as the lucky number. Thus they have feven facraments, feven
deadly fins, &c. &c. Bruffels has improved upon that; and, tak-
ing the hint from their blefled Liturgy, has feven grand ftrects; feven
parith-churches ; {even Patrician families, out of which the Ma-
giftrates are or were ele@ed; feven large {quares; feven midwives,
licenfed and fworn by the Senate ; and feven gates, leading to feven
places of recreation and exercife, one to a place proper for fowl-
ing, a fecond to a place for fithing, a third to one for hunting, a
fourth to pleafant fields, a fifth to paftime grounds, a fixth to
{prings and vineyards, anda feventh to gardens. Befides all which
fevens, they boaft of having once had the great good fortune

of
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of entertaining, at one timc, feven Crowned Heads, with feven
thoufand horfe belonging to their retinue.  If there were any f{pell
in the number Seven, the People of Brufiels furely muft have been
fecure from all mifchief; but the Sazs-culottes have broken the
charm, difperfed the necromancers, and lowered poor number
Seven to its mere arithmetical value.

The Inns, or eating-houfes, in this city, were equal to any in
the world : a ftranger might dine there better and cheaper than in
any place, perhaps, on earth. The wines, alfo, were excellent
and chpap ; and coach-hire beyond expectation reafonable---And
here I recollet to remark to you, that, all the way from Oftend
to Bruflels, one is obliged to fit, dine, &c. in bed-chambers; a
circumftance which is extremely difcordant to the feelings of thofe
who have been ufed to Britith Inns, although the bed-chambers
are, to fay the truth, large and commodious. At the very walls
of Bruficls begins the famous wood of Sogne, from which the
inhabitants were allowed to cut wood for fuel : as faft as the trees
were cut down, frefh ones were planted in their ftead; by which
means the wood was preferved, and it afforded a continual {upply
to the Poor.

Bruflels is {o very remarkable a place, that I have taken more
than my ufual fcope of defeription of it. - Jult as I had finifhed it,
I read a paragraph in the public papers, ftating that it is likely to.
be annexed to the territories of the French Republic.

LETTER.
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LETTER XIIL

Hituzrro, as I have Jproceeded on my travels, I
have been purpofely very particular in my defcriptions of the
towns through which I pafled on my way to India, in order to give
your mind a difpofition to inquiry, and point out to you an over-
flowing fource of improvement and delight. Having fo far {hewn
you how amply you will be rewarded, even in amufement, by the
trouble of fearching into books, for the accurate topographical
defcriptions of towns, cmes, building, &c. &c. I think I may fpare
myfelf that labour for’ the future, and confine ‘myfelf to thofe
points that more immediately apply to the enlargement of the
mind---1 mean, the government, laws, manners and charatter of
the People of each Country; and only ufe the former as fubfer-
vient to the latter purpofe, at leaft until I come to thofe places
where, the ground being but little trodden by Britith feet, more
precife defcription fnay become neceflary.

But, before I leave the Netherlands, I muft make a few re-
marks upon the Country and People, which it would be unpardon-
able in me to omit, after having been already fo minutely par-
ticular in things of inferior merit to the fcope of my plan.

‘ Although
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Although perfonal appearance be, in the eye of Moral Philofo-
phy, a very inferior confideration, and mind the proper ftudy of
Man; yet, in defcribing a Pcopfc, I cannot think it altogether
unneceffary to include their perfonal appearance, as it will be
found that there exifts a greater analogy between the perfon and the
mind of Man than is generally perceived. Thus the lively hilarity,
the reftlefs activity, the levity and fantaftic character of the French,
are ftrongly pourtrayed in the national perfon. In like manner,
the lufty, fat, clumfy and misthapen perfon of the People. of the
Netherlands, is ftrongly illuftrative of the temper and habit of
their mind, intellects and fpirits: induftrious and heavy; dull of
underftanding, but not defe@ive in judgment; flow in work---
but, perfevering in cffart, and unerring in the procefs, they are
generally fuccefsful in the end: in war, col& and backward at
offenfive operations, but inflexible and temw' in refittance; like
the boar of the foreft, they feek not the combat with any, but
will not go out of their way to decline it with the moft powerful :
their appetites and defires cooler. than other Nations, but lefs fub-
je¢t to change or caprice : never violently in love, but rationally
attached to their wives ; and both men and women faithful to their
conjugal vow, as well from natural temperament, as from 2 prin-
ciple of virtue.

Thus conftituted by Nature, the effe@s of their mduflry are
wonderful in every thing, but chiefly in their canals and fluices,
which ferve not only for the fupport of their commerce, and the

K facility
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facility of intercourfe, but for their defence againft encmies: this
was in other times; but, alas! the former of thefe ufes, commerce,
has fo entirely abforbed all their intelle, and poffefled their very
fouls, that they feem almoft entirely negligent of the latter; and
from being, of all People, the moft wife and vigilant in determining
and afcertaining their rights, the moft zealous afferters and defen-
ders of their independence, the moft ardent friends to Liberty, and
the moft determined enemies to Slavery, they are become a fort of
ftrange, inconfiftent, hotch-potch politicians, whom ingenuity
itfelf would find a difficulty in defcribing. They retain {fo much
of their ancient and noble vigilance as ferves to make them fufpi-
cious---fo much of their independence as difpofes them to
change---fo much of their jealoufy as ftimulates them to refift-
ance---but not one particle of their former wifdom, to‘inﬁruit
them where they fhould attach themfelves, where refift, or where
refolve to att---nor of their courage to carry any refolution they
might form into effect.

In the year 1781, the Emperor Josepn the Second came to
Bruffels, in order to indulge his paternal feelings as a Monarch
with the contemplation and view of his Subjects, and alfo to be
inaugurated; and perhaps upon no occafion that has ever occurred
in the moft volatile Nation, was there greater joy more univer-
fally exprefled. For fome time before his arrival, the whole
Country was in motion; and, even with them, domeftic induftry
ftopped its ufual perfevering pace, fufpended in the eager, anxious

expettation
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expedation of his arrival. Every thing in the birth, education,
natural difpofition and perfon of the young Emperor, united to
impr efs his Subjets with the moft exalted opinion of his goodnefs,
and to in{pire all ranks of people with the moft fortunate prefages
of a wife and beneficent government. Nor did he difappoint
them : his conduct, when among them, is handed over to remem-
brance, by a variety of acts of benevolence and condefcenfion,
which thewed that the grandeur of the Monarch had not made him
forget the nature of the Man, and that his heart was better fitted
for the mild, domettic enjoyments of a Subje, than the ftern and
unbending hardihood fit for a King : for I am perfectly of opinion
with the celebrated Junius, that there are virtues in a private
Man which are vices in a King; and that the Monarch of a Coun-
try, in order to preferve refpect, thould avoid familiarity, and keep
his perfon facred from too general obfervation. . SHAKsPEARE has
put into the mouth of his Henry the Fourth, a beautiful ex-
preflion on this fubject, well worth the attention of Kings---

“ Had I fo lavith of my prefence been,

% So common hackney’d in the eycs of men,

« Opinion, that did help me to the Crown,

<« Had ftill kept loyal to poffeffion,

« And left me in reputelefs banifhment,

« A fellow of no mark, nor likelihood.

“ By being feldom feen, I could not ftir,

“ Buty like a comet, I was wonder’d at:

“ That men would tcll their children, This is he.

K 2 of
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Of the number I have heard, I will mention one anecdote only,
and one remarkable expreflion of Josepnu’s, which will ferve to
fhew in its true light what his difpofition was; and when vou
eonfider them as the act and fentiment of a young man nurfed in
the lap of defpotifm and pride, you -cannot but confider them as
marvellous.

In his journey to the Low Countries, he vifited Wurtzaurg;
and, in his perambulating alone and incog. ftopped at a little
public-houfe, where the people were bufily employed in enter-
taining themfelves: he went in, and inquired why they were fo
merry---* §ir,” faid one of the country people, ¢ we are cele-
brating a marriage.” ¢ May I be permitted to join the com-
pany?” faid the difguifed Emperor. The hoft obtained that per-
miflion for him. When he entered the room, the married couple
were prelented to him, and he received them with great gaiety,
fat down, drank their health, and, having informed himfelf of their
fituation, took leave of the company: but what was their aftonith-
ment, when, on lifting up a bottle of wine, they found a draft
for fix hundred florins, figned JosePH, and payable for the ufe
of the married couple !

At Luxembourg, when the People called aloud on Heaven to
thower down bleflings on him for his affability, he made ufe of this
remarkable expreflion, while his feclings moiftened his eyes: « 1
with I could make you as happy in my care, as I am in your affec-
tion !”

The
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The affability of Monarchs has often been magnified by the
foolith, and often blamed by the wife: But, if all the inftances of
condefcenfion practifed by Kings were like that I have recited of
Josepu; if they arofe from a found, unqueftionable fpirit of
philanthropy, not from gaping curiofity, broad folly, or a puerile
inquifitive habit; and if, inftead of conceiving thofe they vifit paid
for their intrufion with the honour of having converfed with
Majefty, and leaving them churlithly, they would generoufly pay
them with hard cafh, as fhe good Emperor Joscpu did; then,
indeed, their affability might defy the exaggeration of fools, and
mutt certainly command the applaufe of the wife.

On the r3th of July, the ceremony of Inauguration took
place at Bruffels. Nothing could equal the fplendour of the place
but the general joy of the People: the crowds were beyond all
conception immenfe, and every thing was carried on with regu-
larity till evening, when, in playing off fome fire-works, that
noble building the town-houfe took fire, and was burnt: fix
unfortunate perfons loft their lives, and twenty were dangeroully
hurted : thofe who perithed were abfolutely roafted, and their cries
were beyond defeription piercing. To fuch a temper as Josgpa's,
you will readily conclude that this muft be a moft affliGing cir-
cumftance---it was f0; and he left Bruffels under the preflure of
very different feelings from thofe with which he entered it, and
was followed by the prayers and blefling of all the People.

But
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» But now we are to view the reverfe of the medal. The found
of their prayers for his welfare, and praifes of his goodnefs, had
hardly dicd away upon their lips, ere their minds turned to revolt
and rebellion.  Twill not fay that they were not right in one or
other, or which of thofe two extremes: certainly they could not
be right in both; much lefs can their fubfequent condué be juf-
tified, or accounted for, in any principle of human nature, but that
of the moft abject meannefs, daftardly feeblenefs, and grofs folly.
They returned to their allegiance, and befought forgivenefs : that
forgivenefs was granted. How they have behaved fince, I have
already informed you, (Sec Letter IV.); and I have now to add,
that, pillaged by the French, and likely to be left unprotected, they
have again held their necks out, foliciting the protection and the
yoke of Auftria, and have aCtually offered to raife 100,000 men for
the Emperor, if he will again drive the French out of their terri-
tories---An excellent word that 17!

How a People, once formed for manly pith and love of Free-
dom, could bend {o low, is unaccountable. It is a queftion hard
to be determined, whether an obftinate adherence even to a bad
caufe, is not more refpecable, than a fickle, alternate dereliction,
and adoption of right and wrong, as it f{uits the caprice or conve-
nience of the moment? Of two things fo very contemptible, I
think the former the leaft odious and leaft unmanly.

At the fame time, my obfervations on the Country led me to

conceive, that under the name of Freedom, they groaned under
the
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the yoke of Tyranny ; for, though the Country was, as I have de-
{cribed it, charming, its fecundity unfurpafled, its face decorated
with the beft gifts of Providence---1 mean, {miling fields and
bleating plains---though Ceres profufely repaid the labours of the
hufbandman, though every field had the appearance of a garden,
and though, upon inquiry, I found that land which would bring
in England five pounds an acre, rented at eight, nine and ten fhil-
lings of our money at moft---yet, in fpite of all this, the farmers
were rather poor in general---not even one of them to be found
rich or fubftantial, like the middle rank of that clafs of men in
England.  Thuy wanted the great ftimulus to induftry---fecunty
of their property : they were liable to be turned out by their land-
Jords at plealure, and to be plundered when it fhould pleafe fome
Meaarch to make war.

The firll of thefe, however, you will obferve, is not the op-
predion of the Emperor ¢ it is the tyranny of that worft of all con-
frituent parts of a State, an Ariftrocracy---a vile Ariftocracy I---that
univerfal, that every-day defpotifin, under which all places groan,
more or lefs---whicl is exercifed in all the various gradations of
life that chequer fociety, from the great man who, under the
name of Minifter, domineers over the Peer, to the country fox-
hunting favage, who puts a poor wretch in juil to pine for years,
(his family, the while, fupported by the parifh charity), only for
doing that which makes the enjoyment of his own life, killing a
partridge or a hare !---that Ariftocratic tyranny which is feen

feowling
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feowling en the brows of a {waggering fellow in power, adopted
by his fecretary with increafe, by him handed down to an upitart
fet of fellows in office, dependent on his finile, and by them dif-
played in all the naufeous, defpicable forms which awkwardnefs and
ignorance, lifted above their ftation, never fail to aflume---the
cold referve, the affeted flare, ghe liftlefs naod, the feigned deaf.
nefs, blindnefs, abfence, and other fathionable perfections, which
ferve as vents for upftart arrogange, and indemnify the {ycophant
for the vile homage and fubmiffion which he has before paid fome
wretch mean and arrogant as himfelf !---I tell you, my dear Fre-
DERICK, it is this Ariftocratic ufurpation of power, where power
exifts not, nor is neceflary---this infulting affumption of fupe-
riority, this hidden petty oppreflion which rears its head in every
manor, nay, almoft every town and village in the Kingdom, that
puts the Nations out of tune, mars the harmony of focial arrange-
ment, and renders power in the aggregate obnoxious. Why, our
very women have their faucy, Ariftocratic, fupercilious front, their
haughty flare, their contemptuous titter; and barter the winning
foftnefs of the fex, the dimples where the loves thould dwell, for
the haughty tofs of the head, the ill-natured incer, and the in-
fulting He&or's frown---And thus the {pirit of Ariftocracy, like a
poifonous weed, grows and expands from one to the other with
baleful luxuriance, gradually over{preading the whole face of hu-
manity, {topping the wholefome current of the focial atmo{phere,

and
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and choaking up the lefs rank but more ufeful plants~--Thus it
goes round in thameful traffic; and, as the Poet fays,

¢« The wh—re the kicks her cully,
« Court-waiters are kick’d at call;
« We are al} kick’d, yet bully

« While,int’reft kicks the ball,”

I am perfuaded, that if the grievances of the moft defpotic
States were fairly eftimated, and affigned to their real authors, the
Princes of fuch States would be found refponfible for a very {mall
fhare indeed, when compared with the Ariftocracy: and by Arif-
tocracy, I mean not merely Lords, but all men who convert the
wealth which Providence has beftowed upon them to the purpofes
of Tyranny, Exactions, Impofition, and Oppreflion---under which
four heads we will again find, not only imprifonment for begging
alms, imprifonment for thooting a partridge, but often {eduction,
adultery, and perfecution for refifting or reforting to law for punifh-
ment of that {eduction or adultery. Of all thofe things, the proofs,
I fear, in all Nations, are abundant: I am fure they are fo in the

beft governed State in Europe---I mean, England—
« Qui capit, ille facit,”

I have thrown up a fool's cap: how many are there who will

privntt‘ly put it on !

L LETTER
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LETTER XIV.

As the time of my departure from Bruffels approached,
1 found the bitter fenfations with which I left London, i fome

meafure, returning. My fortunate encounter with General Lack -
nART had afforded me a temporary refpite; but now I was once
more to face an unknown country alone, without the chance of
again meeting a friend to folace my mind, or mitigate my woe, on
this fide of India.

Having feen as much of Bruflels as my time and occafions would
at all allow, and, in truth, having rather trcfpaﬁ'ed‘ on my plan,
for the reafons juft mentioned, I determined to pufh forward as
faft as it was poffible, “and took poft for Liege, where I arrived,
after pafling through a beautiful, fertile, well-cultivated country,
to the charms of which the renewed agony of my feelings rendered
me almoft infeni.i_lgle.

As we have now almoft the whole length of Germany before
us to travel through, it will be proper, before I proceed further, to

‘ nge you a general igea of the Conftitution of this vaft Empire---

over all which, while one great Monarch nominally prefides, there

are
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are {pread a number of petty Potentates, who really rule after as
diftinét forms of Government as almoft any two Governments, how-
ever remote, in Europe.

Confidering the nature of Government abftractedly, one would
{fuppofe that it arofe from the general will of the fociety governed,
and was formed for their ufe and benefit alone : but if we view the
different f{yftems {cattered over the civilized part of the earth, we
thall find that they originated from force and fraud; and that, in
their firft formation, when bodily prowefs, not intelletual power,
bore fway---when he that could carry the ftrongeft armour, and
ftrike the heavieft blows, was {ure to govern---when mere aninul
ftrength and ferocity difinherited reafon of her rights, and robbed
her of that afcendancy to which the invention of gunpowder, aided
by the art of Printing, has fince in fome fort reftored her---the
bafis upon which Governments were raifed was, one man, not the
whole fociety ; the poiﬁt then was, how this or that ftrong rufllan
could collect moft flaves about him, not how this or that fociety
thould choofe the beft head: if he had ftrength to carry havoc
through the ranks of their enemies, and then to overawe them-
felves, he was fure of dominion ‘over the people, and left it to his
fon; but if it fo happened that he did not alfdbequeath to him
bodily prowefs to preferve it, the next flrong rutfian feized the
reins, flung him from his feat, and kept it till he, or fome onc,of
his heirs, was again ferved fo in his turn bg#fome other ufurper.
Hence arofe the cabals and intrigues of courts, the {pirit of party,

Lo and
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and inteftine commotion ; till at length the People, for their own
fecurity, and to avoid the horrors of civil war, made choice (from
difmal neceflity) of fome one family to rule them. As fociety
advanced, and opulence held forth temptation, fome greater ruffian,
followed by a horde of ncedy, famifhed barbarians, made incurfions
on thofe rulers ; and being irrefiftible, as well from numbers firmly
connelted, as from the powerful impulfe of neceflity, under whofe
banners they generally robbed and ravaged, was fubmitted to on
terms, and became Lord Paramount of a number of petty Sove-
reigns, who did homage to him, and fleeced the miferable fubjeéts,
to keep him in humour ; and thus, in a feries of time, the power
of both took root, and remained immoveable, unlefs when torn up
by fome violent tempeft that convulfed the State, and fhook it to

its foundations. -
Reading this account, you will very naturally exclaim, ¢ Good
Gop! how abfurd! how irrational!” Yet fo it is; and from this
fource, muddy though it be, is modern honour, and modern great-
nefs, and modern high blood, derived: from this foul and turbid
fountain have moft of the Governments of the worldiffued ; from
thofe ftrong men of yore have moft of our modern governors de-
fecended : and as it generally hdppens (fo equally has Providence
diftributed the gifts of Nature) that the ftrength of the intellectual
part is in the inverfe ratio of the animal, perhaps that is the reafon
why Monarchs are Yormed, in general, of greater bodily vigour
than mental endowments, and better fitted for the Field than the
' Cabinet---



Cabinet---and for this reafon are obliged to take from‘thc puifne
ranks of their Subjects fome affiftant, fo far removed from the great
ftandard of antique dignity, as to poffefs underftanding enough to
govern.

Upon a retrofpective view of the Hiftory of Europe, it will be
found, that for a long time after the birth of Car1sT, Germany
was divided among fuch petty rulers as I have defcribed, who each
held his little State in fovereignty, and was called Princeps in
Latin, or, in plain Englith, Prince. After the downfall of the
Weftern Empire, a Nation called Franks, from that part called
Franconia, over-run a great part of Gaul and Germany, and in the
fifth century took poffeffion of that part of Gaul which lay North
of the river Loire. In the year 8co, CHARLEMAGNE, the fon
of Per1n, their King, formcd an immenfe Empire in the Wetft,
comprehending a great part of Germany, France, Italy, and a part
of Spain. About eighty ycars afterwards, the petty Princes of
Germany fhook off the French Carlovinian race, and elected an
Emperor of their own from the Houfe of Bavaria.

At latt Henry the Fourth, having difpleafed that grand
arbiter the Pope, was put under the ban, and in confequence de-~
pofed by the States; on which occafion His Holinefs had the
addrefs to make that great dignity elective, he having uncontrouled
power over the electors; fince which it has continued fo, with
fome modifications, and under. certain regelations, formed by
CuanrvrEs the Fourth, at the Diet of Nurunberg. The eleétion,

however,



( s )

however, has been always fo managed, that it has never departed
from the regular line of fucceffion but when there was an attual

want of heirs. o
In a Country over which the Pope had ﬁich influence, it
might reafonably be fuppofed that intolerance is, carried to a great
length ; butit is not fo, as a review of each particular State fhews.
The eftablithed religion, in general, is Popery. JosepH the
Second, that good and wife Monarch, difplayed a greater fpirit
of toleration than any other Catholic Prince fince Henry the
Fourth of France. He was not murdered by a Friar for it, it is
true---thofe days of pious barbarity are paft; but he was vifited
on the occafion by His Holinefs, who, after a variety of remon-
ftrances againft the relaxation he gave to religious feverity in his
own dominions, finding him unmoved by papers, rcfolved to at-
tack him in perfon: but, whether it was that the pontifical
amulet loft its ch:irm when out of. the air of Rome, or that His
Holinefs was not properly anointed before (like Hecate in Mac-
berb) he took his flight, or that he forgot fome of thofe relics
which were expected to operate on Josepu’s mind, fo it was,
that the good Emperor continued inflexibly attached to his former
refolve ;" and, after kiffing His Holinefs’ toe, and a thoufand
other pretty politenefles, fent him back to Rome again with his
finger in his mouth; and a flory to relate, that would, at ome
time, have fet all Europe in a2 flame, and fent the good Mo-
narch, like Henry the Second of England, to lath himfelf
naked
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naked over the rotten remains of fome vagabond fraudulent
Priett.

In the election of Emperor, the laws of the Empire have laid
down ne qualification but that which ought to be the /i gud non
of all Princes, mamely, that he be juffus, bonus, et wtilisemn
Neither have they made any limitation in regard to religion, na-
tion, ftate, or age; neverthelefs, the majority of eleGors being
Papifts, a Roman Catholic Prince is always chofen.

The rank of the Emperor s very great: he is looked upon
by all Crowned Heads as the firft European Potentate ; and, as
fuch, precedence is always given him and his ambafladors : he is
the fupreme Head of the German Empire; but his power in the
adminiftration thereof is very limited indecd. In ancient times,
the Emperor had confiderable domains and incomes ; but warfare
and prodigality have diffipated the greateft part of them, and they
have been fucceflively alienated or mortgaged, fo that his revenues
were very inconfiderable lately, and now, fince the French war,
are almoft as nothing.

The prefent Emperor Fravcis found the Empire, when he
was elected, incumbered with difficulties of the moft emormous
magnitude---a war on which the exiftence of every Monarchy in
Europe feemed to depend, an exhaufted treafury, and a difpofition

*to revolt in a part of his dominions, the Netherlands. At this
prefent time, his fituation is, beyond that of every other Prince,

lamentable :---almoft all his refources gone, and an infolent, for-

midable,



{88 )

-midable, triumphant enemy, proceeding and carrying conqueft by
rapid ftrides through his Country. He called upon his People
to fupport him. The States of the Netherlands, inftead of affift-
ing him to ftop the progrefs of the enemy, invited and opened
their gates to them, put them in’ their bofom, and were ftung.
Of the other States, fome refufe their aid, while fome have re-
courfe to feeble expedients; apd, to evade the weight, temporife,
procraftinate, and fhuffle, till at length will come the French
Army, and force them to do for their enemy ten times more
than (if done timely, and with a good grace) might fave the Em-
pire and themfelves. The King of Prussia, one of thofe
States, on being called upon, fays he is bufily employed in fecur-
ing the plunder of Poland, and cannot come--~ while the tyger
is glutting in the blood of the harmlefs flocks, the huntfmen
are coming upon him, to cut him off. As an Englithman, zealous
for the welfare of my Country, I wifh the Kinc of Prussia may
not, by his attention to Poland, facrifice all Germany to the French.
As an honeft man, I cannot help entertaining a wifh, that the fcan-
dalous and outrageous wrongs done to Poland, and this treachery
to the Allies whom hc himfelf brought into the prefent difficulties,
may be expiatéd by any calamity, however great, that does not
extend to the intereft or wellbeing of Europe.

It isa maxim in Courts of Equity, that a man coming to demand
redrefs, thould come with clean hands, and, feeking equity, fhould
do equity. This maxim has unfortunately never yet extended to

decifions
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decifions between States : power is their right, and force decides---
Yet, in a conteft like the prefent, the very foundation of which is
hottility to Kings, and which is carried on in the twofold way of
arms, in the -open field and private negociation for infurrection ;
when, for the intereft of the caufe they efpoufe, as well.as their
own perfonal fafety, Kings fhould affume at once their beft form
to appreciate themfelves, and difcredit their enemies in the eyes
of Mankind---in fuch a ftate ot things, I fay, for the King of
Prussia and the EMPREss of Russra to take the part they have
done with regard to Poland, is fo extmvagant;, that we can only
account for it in_the will of the ALMIGHTY predifpofing them
for fome extraordinary crifis. No one would expeét them to de-
part from their accuftomed crocked path of policy, if fafety did
not loudly call upon them to proceed in the dire@ road. It is
monftrous to fee beings endowed with common fenfe, expending
themfelves in an unjuft ftruggle for aggrandizement, while the
fword of extinction is fufpended by a hair over their heads.

But to return---In this ftate is the young Emperor at this mo-
ment, deferted by his People in the Low Countries, unaided by his
Continental Ally, and fupported only by Great Britain. What the
iffue may be, Gop alone can tell : but every one pofleffing a heart
of feeling, or 'aﬁnglc fentiment of honour or juftice, muft wifth that
young Prince a fortunate delivery from the difficulties which the
impolicy and wickednefs of others have led him into, and which
the treachery of fome of them make more formidable, if not utterly

infuperable. M LETTER
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LETTER XV.

Ta e variois diftriéts or territories into which Germany
is divided, go under a varicty of defignations, not known among
us as independent titles to powcr—:-—Principalities, Seigniories,
Counties, Eletorates, Margravates, and Bifhoprics lay and fpi-
ritual.  Of the lay Bifhoprics, Ofnaburg, the Prince Bifhop of
which is our Duvke of York, makes one: and Lcigc, where we
are now arrived, is the territory of a Bithop lay and {piritual, or
{piritual and temporal, one of the faireft kind of that clafs---for he
poffeffes temporalities, and enjoys them; whereas their Lordfhips
merely fpiritual, enjoy and have the ingratitude and impudence to
renounce them: but no matter for that; the Bithop of Liege pof-
feffes a Bithopric, fruitful in corn, wine, wood and pafture, with
air extremely pleafant and temperate ; and while the latter gives
his terreftrial clay health and appetite, the former afford him the
means of preferving the one, and indulging the other, with true
fpiritual comfort, and high ecclefiaftical voluptuoufnefs. In cafes of
repletion, too, the mineral waters of the Bifhopric, particularly the
well-known one of Spa, offer their aid; and fome of the beft beer

in
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in the world, which 1s brewed in thefe territories, diverfifies his
fpiritual Lordfhip’s cup, and, with its pungent bitter, feads back
his palate to his wine with renovated relith. .

It is aftonifhing how inconfiftent with themfelves, and how dif-
cordant in their conftituent principles, fome very wife inftitutions
are. 'Thus Epifcopacy, and all other branches, pofts or ranks,
high or' low, commiffioned or non-commiffioned, of the Church,
publicly and fyftematically profefs poverty, abftinence, and an utter
indifference to temporal concerns, while their livings arc enor-
mous, and themfelves overfed. Nay, fo cautioufly has ecclefiaf-
tical law provided for that, even in our liberal eftablithinents, that
a Bithop, at his inftalment, pofitively declares, in the face of Gon,
at the holy altar, that he is averfe to being a Bifhop---nale Eps/-
copari.  Under fuch conditions, what muft not the charity, the
condefcenfion, the mortifying fubmiffion of a Divine be, to ftoop
to a Bifhopric, and fuffer fuch a heavy load to be heaped upon his
back-~-againft his will! Affuredly, the impofing a Bifhopric upon
him muft be a great act of violence on his inclinations: for I can-
not think it poffible that a Chriftian Divine would, in the firit
place, commit the crime of fimony by fecking preferment, and
gaining it by proftitution; much lefs can I believe that he would
be guilty, at the holy altar, of a folemn aét of perjury, by f{wear-
ing nolo Epsfcopart, if he was not aGually, and bond fidé, averfe to a
Bithopric.

M2 The
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The Bithop of Liege, however, may be fairly acquitted on the
fcore of his temporal half, for the fhare of tranfgreflions committed
by his fpiritual half. And unqueftionably, as a Chriftian Divine,
he muft groan in fpiritual humiliation, when he refle@s thar his
title is emblazoned with the gorgeous vanities of Prince of Liege,
Duke of Bouillon; Marquis of Franchemont, Count of Loéz, &c.
Such a fet of proud worldly titles are of themfelves fufficient (put-
ting the wine and beer, and repletion, out of the queftion) to
annihilate the fpiritual merits of the Bifhop, and expunge the
grace of Gop from his name here, if not from himfelf hereafter.

Of all kinds of Slavery, that Nation groans beneath the wortt,
which has the name, without the eflence, of a free Conftitution; and
Germany abounds with fuch. By the Conttitution of this Bithop-
ric, the Government confifts of three States: the firft is the Chapter
of Liege ; the fecond, the Nobility; and the third, the Deputies
of the towns and capital. Thefe, however, are very feldom called
together, except to raife taxes, or on fome fuch extraordinary
emergency : but there is 2 Committec of the States who meet three
times a week, and in time of war daily; they are always about the
Prince Bithop, te make remonftrances, and demand the redrefs of
grievances---from whence we may reafonably infer; that the People
are well pro'te‘&ed, or at leaft well governed; the continual inter-
courfe between the Committee and Bithops, no doubt, tending to

promotg a very happy influence in favour of the People!
In

Laa
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In forming this Conftitution, fpecial care has been taken to
give the firft State a great preponderance. The Chapter is to con-
fift of fixty perfons, who mutft either prove their Nobility for four
generations, both by father and mother, or have been Do&ors or
Licentiates of Divinity for feven years, or of Law for five years, in
fome famous Univerfity, before they can be admitted.

How is it that the profeffion of the Law fhould bear fuch potent
fway in almoft all Countries---that, even in Liege,.a Catholic
Country and Ecclefiaftical Government, five years ftudy of the Law
thould be deemed an equal qualification to {even of Divinity? In
England, and its dependencies, the afcendancy of the Law is flill
greater; and even in America, that profeffion is the firft ftep to
State honours. The truthis, thatthe fcience of the Law, which,
however defpicable in practice, is the nobleft of human fciences,
quickens and invigorates the underftanding more than all the other
kinds of learning put together; while the ftudy of Divinity (I do
not mecan real Divinity or Morality, but that whimfical jumble of
miracles and incongruities, of fulfome cant and {enfelefs rhapfody,
called fo by Churchmen) contra&s the underftanding, and bends
it into a kind of crooked cunning. Formerly, the Clergy were the
difpenfers of the Laws, and they alone ftudied it--~Happy times!
happy People! When the united powers of both Lawyers and
Priefts were lodged in the fame perfon, it is no wonder that they
were able to enflave the perfons, when they had got poffeffion of
the underftanding, of the People--~that we at this day fee fo many

ftupendous
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ﬁupchdous monuments remaining of their pride and power, and
that the bloated load of Epifcopacy ftill has its votaries and fup-
’ porters.

The Bithopric of Liege is very populous and extenfive, contain-
ing many large Towns, many Baronies and Seigniories, {eventeen
Abbeys for men, who muft be all gentlemen, and eleven for ladies,
exclufive of fwarms of inferior note. In this diftribution of the
Abbeys, male and female, I do not think that fufficient regard has
been had to equality of numbers: I really think the Fathers have
been ill ufed. The ladies, though, I dare fay, are well enough
contented with the arrangement.

Although, as I have already apprized you, I do not mean to
enter into a minute defcription of towns, {o very eafily found in
-many volumes of Geography and Hiitory, there occafionally occur
certain curiofities in fome of thofe towns, which it would be un-
pardonable in me to pafs over, as they may not perhaps be found
in fuch books of thofe feiences as fall in your way.

Liege, the capital of the Bifhopric, is unqueftionably a beau-
tiful city, of immenfe fize: its opulence, its pleafantnefs, its plenty
and falubrity, may be calculated from the name it has long been
exprefily called by way of eminence---the Paradife of Priefls.—--
Indeed, it muft needs be a holy and a happy city; for it is chiefly
occupied with Convents, Churches, and other religious foundations.

The Paradife of Priefis!---Excellent! Why, if the Genius of
Senfuality himfelf were to torture his invention for centuries, to

ftrike
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ftrike out an appellation for the grand emporium of luxury, volup-
tuouinefs and fenfual enjoyment, he could not have hit on one o
fingularly appropriate as the Paradife of Pricfis.

I a grand Cathedra) here, are five great filver chefts full of re-
liques, befides feveral filver ftatues of Saints; and a Saint Geor G‘}‘.
on horfeback, of mafly gold; and in Saint WirrLiam’s Convent,
without the city, is the tomb of the famous Englith traveller, Sir
Joun ManpevILLE, from whom all lying travellers have been
fince proverbially called Mandevilles---an appellation which, 1
promife you, T will hazard the imputation of dullnefs rather than
incur. I fuppofe it was for his truly prieftlike powers in the mar-
vellous that he was honoured with a birth among their Reverences.
They have thought it neceflary, howevc:r, to entreat, by an infcrip-
tion in bad French, all perfons who {ce it, to pray for his foul.
In truth, poor Sir Joun’s marvellous ftories were as harmlefs as
ever were invented, and entertaining to boot. If fo much could
be faid for their Reverences, they might venture to reft their fu-
ture fafety on their own innocence and Gop’s mercy : but I fear
their miracles cut deeper, and will be found to go-to a much more
important and {erious account.

Inthe Bifhopric of Liege, twenty miles from the capital, ftand,
the famous town of Spa, fo renowned for its excellent waters, that
it has become a vulgar name for almoft all mineral waters whatfo-
ever. Thofe are faid to open obftructions, conco& crudities, dry

up exceflive moifture, and firengthen the nerves and bowels ; and
fuch
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fach is their reputation, that prodigious quantities of them are
carried into foreign countries.

Fortu&ate coincidence, to have fuch a choice and eafy panacea
for intemperance attached to zbe Paradifé of Priefis !

LETTER XVL

A 1x-ra-CuaPELLE-—The imperial city of Aix-la-
Chapelle, by the Germans called Achen, lies at the diftance of
twenty-fix miles, nearly Eaft, of Liege. As it wasamoderate ftage,
the weather fine, and the face of the country around beautiful, I
found my journey extremely pleafant, and entered that famous city
in as good a difpofition to be pleafed with it, as circumftances and
refle@ions fo melancholy as mine (which, in fpite of every effort,
would intrude themfelves) may be fuppofed to allow. It is cer-
tainly a very fine city, and well deferves the reputation it has in
all parts of the world.

Perhaps no city in Germany has a fairer claim to antiquity
than Aix-la-Chapelle; for it was famous, even in the time of
the ancient Romans, for its waters, and was by them called
Aguifgranum, or Urbs Aquenfis. It was deftroyed by the Huns,
who, like the French now, deftroyed and trampled under foot

every
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every veftige of refinement, wherever they carried their conquefts;
and it lay in ruins till it was rebuilt by CHARLEMAGNE, wWho
made it the feat of his Empire on this fide the Alps. @5y him it
was ordained, that the Kings of the Romans {hould be crowned
there: and it has been famous, fince that time, for Councils and
Treaties, particularly that famous one between France and Spain

in 1663, and another lately between France and Great Britain.
Although there ar¢ many Proteftants, both Lutherans and
Calvinifts, in this city, they are obliged to go to church two
miles off, at a place called Vaels, in the Dutchy of Limburg; fo
that Popery prevails with fome portion of its intolerance. Here,
as in all other places' fubject to its. power, it has raifed the
Gothic gloomy pile, accumulated enormous mafles of wealth,
and hoarded up treafures, under the gulling pretexts of religious
paraphernalia: a golden cafket, fet with precious ftones of inefti-
mable value, is hoarded up, not for the aual value of the move-
able, but as the only fit receptacle for a relique it contains--~2a curi-
ous one, too, of even its kind--~a bit of earth !---A bit of earth?
yes! a bit of earth, common earth !---only with this fortunate
circumftance in addition, that a drop of the blood of Saint STE-
PHEN fell, or is faid to have fallen, upon it, as he was ftoned to death!
think of that, mafter FREpER1cK! Why, when thofe things occur
to me, I feel myfelf agitated by a whimfical tumult of fenfations,
ferious and ludicrous, {orrowful and merry, that it is impoffible to
defcribe---fomething like that ftate in which the fpirits flutter
N when
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when a perfon whimpers between a laugh and cry. But, to carry
the matter farther, when we recollect that fome of the wifeft and
brighteft gf Mankind, fome of the braveft W .rriors, fternc;t Phi-
lofophers, and ableft Statefmen, that ever exifted, have been the
dupes of thofe fhallow artifices, and actually h.ve knelt in devout
homage to thefe bits oo earth, bone, fti k¢ and ftone, &c. we muft
allow that it anfwer. a great and nuble end, by pu..:ting out to us
the infirmity of our uature, and fhewing us, to ufe the words of
one of our brighteit luminaries, *¢ what thadows we are, and what
fhadows we purfue !”

We have already had. und are likely yet to hav:, fuch a clumfy
load of Cathedrals to attend to, that I thould not mention that of
Aix-la-Chapelle (a large, gloomy, dreary, old-fathionea, Gethie
pile), were it not that it carries along with it fom- muiters worthy
of notice. What think you, then, of an Emperor, a Pope, and
three hundred and fixty-five Bifhops, in one comiany? Oh'
precious aflemblage ! But where, I hair vou afk---vrhere, in the
name of Gop, collect the Bithops? a Popc and Emperor are eafily
had! My dear “RELRERICK, three Landred and fixty-five Bithops
might eafily be picked up in Chriftendom, and lcave more behind,
too, than would ferve uny ufeful purpole to the world.---Yes, the
Emperor Cuarremacnr, axd three hunared and fixty-five
Eifhops, were prefent at the Confecration of this Cathedral by
Pope Lro the Third, That Emperor lies now in great ftate

under the altar of the choir: Pope Lro rots in Rome; and for

the
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the Bithops, they are gone, perhaps, as Hamlct fays, “to ftop a

beer barrel.”’---

« Tr Ll Casar, dead, and turn’d to clay,

“ Migut ftop a hole, to keep the wind away.”

From tuch . tplendid and opulen: attendance at the Confe-
cration, onc would naturally expe&t b :his Cathedral would
have been, at the vy outfet, enriclied with coftly and valuable
trappings : but no---one image i that of Liege woul! purchu..
the whole. It thould be recolleéted, however, that they w.re all,
excepting the Emperor, Churchmen-- a clafs, whofe charity, ge-
nerally fpeaking, has, like a ring. neithc end nor beginning ; or
at leaft ends an¢ begin- in ittelf, where nobody can fee it; or, ac-
cording to the oud proverl, begins at home.

To compeniate, however, for thofe worldly, worthlefs vanities,
gold, filver anu iewels, His Holinefs; and their threc hundred
and Gxty-five Graces, prfented tliec Cathedral with fome exqui-
fitc pieces of reluque, +f morce iseftimable value, by their account,
than the mines of Potofi or Goleerda : the firft, an old covering
---it would bc folly for me to fuy, whether gown, petticoat or
thift---but they, that is to fav, the Priefts, fay, and the Faithful be-
lieve them, that it was the fhift worn by the Virgin MaRry at the
birth of CurisT---how their Holineffes came by it, is hard to
conjecture :---in the next place, a picce of coarfe cloth, which,
they alfo fay, and are believed when they fay, was vgirt about

N2 Curist
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CrRrisT on the Crofs :---thirdly, a piece of cord, with which they
fay he was bound :---fourthly, fome of the blood of Saint STePHELN,
now eighteen hundred years old :---and, fifthly, a piGure of the
Virgin and Child, emboffed on a jafper, by Saint Luke. With
all due deference to their Reverences’” knowledge, I thould think
a dozen ftatues in gold of the Apoftles would be rather a more
valuable gift, and more ornamental, than thefe rags and cords,
which I dare fay did not coft altogether fix pence. We talk here
of our blue ribbons, our red ribbons, and our ftars, as great do-
nations ; but I think the prefents of the Pope and three hundred
and fixty-five Bifhops to the Cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, beat
them out of the field, whether we confider the ﬁaagniﬁcence of
the gift, or the genérofity of the givers.

But that which, above all things, renders Aix-la-Chapelle
worthy of notice, is the ﬁlubrity of its waters, which bring from
England, and all other European Nations, a vaft concourfe of va-
letudinarians, who contribute at once to the gaiety and opulence
of the city and adjacent country. Some of thole waters are ufed
for drinking, and others for bathing, refembling very much, in their
quality, the virtues of thofe of Bath in Somerfetthire, but that fome
of them are ftill hotter and ftronger: they are unpleafant to the
tafte till ufe reconciles the palate to them, and moft of them have
a very offenfive fmell ; but they are often powerful in effe&, and
give relief in a great variety of maladies; and they are rendered
ftill more palatable by the commodious neatnefs of the baths, the

excellence
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excellence of the accommodations, and the great plenty of provi-
fions, which are at once good and reafonable in this city.

I ftaid fo fhort a time at Aix-la-Chapelle, that I could not,
without the aid of fome of the miracles wrought by the Saints of
the Romith Church, or Sir Joun MANDEVILLE, acquirea fuffi-
cient knowledge of the People, to attempt a defcription of them,
or their manners---but it and Spa are fo well known, that you
cannot have much trouble ih finding a defcription of them already
written.

As far as my obfervations enabled me to judge, there was no-
thing in the German charater that had the power either to create
mtereft, or excite great attention.--They are rather to be approved
than admired ; and, wanting thofe prominent features that fo whim-
fically chequer other Nations with the cxtremes of bad and good,
majeftic and ridiculous, afford little fubject to the traveller for the
indulgence of fentimental refletion, or to the philofopher for the

exercife of moral {peculation.

LETTER
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LETTER XVIL

Bippinc adien to the famous city of Aix-la-Cha-
pelle, which, very untraveller-like, I paffed without drinking of
its waters, I puthed on, and foon arrived at the city of Juliers, the
capital of a Dutchy of that name, fixteen miles from Aix. The
Country itfelf is wonderfully fruitful, teeming with abundance of
all forts of corn, wood, pafture, woad, coal and cattle ; above all,
a moft excellent breed of horfes, of which great numbers are ex-
ported.

As to the city, though a capital, there was nothing in it that
I thought worth attention---that of neatnefs is its greateft praife.
Itis not, like Liege, overloaded with enormous church edifices ; but,
what is much better, the People are opulent, the Poor well fup-
plied, and all happy. In all likelihood, this is owing to the
inhabitants being a mixture of Proteftant and Roman Catholic; for,
by a treaty between the Elector Palatine and the Emperor of Bran-
denburg, refpecting the fucceflion of the territories of the Duke of
Cleves, both the Lutherans and Calvinifts of this Dutchy, and of

- Berg,
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Berg, are to enjoy the public exercife of their religion, and all
other religious rites.

If experience would allow us to wonder at any thing in the
management or the Rulers of Nations, it muft furely be matter of
aftonithment, that in an article of fuch confequence as cternity,
and which muft be dire¢ted by private fentiments alone, fuch vio-
lence fhould {yftematically be offered to opinion, and that Mankind
thould be dragooned, as they have been for fo many weary cen-
turies, into the profcﬂion of particular modes of faith.  Combating
opinion by force is fo abfurd, that I am fure thofe who have at-
tempted it, never could flatter themf{elves with the flighteft hopes
of fuccefs. It is therefore clear, that it was in motives very dif-
fercnt from real withes for the cternal welfare of Man's {oul, that
religious perfecution originated. Political finefle and State ftratagem
are the parents of pcrfecuti’on: and until every Conftitution is clean
purged of religious prejudices, it muft continue to be clogged with
obftructions, and inv. lved in confufion. If it be objected that certain
religious fects are hoftile to certain States, it may be anfwered, that
they are fo becaufe the State is hoftile to them. Ceafe to perfegute,
and they will ceafe to be hoftile---Sublata caufa tollitur ¢ffeJus.
It is folly, broad folly, to fuppofe that there are in any particylar
religion, {eeds of hoftility to government, any more than in any
particular name, complexion, ftature, or colour of the hair. Put,
for experiment, all the men in the kingdom, of above five feet ten
inches heigth, under tefts and difqualifications, (and it would be

fuil
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full as rational as any other tefts)---and, my life for it, they would
become hoftile, and very juftly, too; for there is no principle,
human or divine, that enforces our attachment to that Government
which refufes us protection, much lefs to that whicli brands us with
difqualifications, and {tigmatifes us with unmerited marks of infe-
riority.

The States of this Dutchy, and that of Berg, confift of the No-
bility and the Deputies of the four chief towns of each; and they
lay claim to great privileges in their Diets--but they are fubject to
the Elector Palatine, to whom they annually grant a certain fum
for the ordinary charges of the Government, befides another which
bears the name of a free gift.

Some Authors fay that this town was founded by Juz1vus; others
deny it; the difpute has run high, and is impoffible to be deter-
mined: fortunately, however, for Mankind, it does not fignify a
ftraw who built it; nor could the decifion of the queftion anfwer
any one end that I know, of inftruction, profit.or entertainment.
Parva leves capiunt animos. 'Thofe who rack their brains, or
rather their heads, for brains they can have none, with f{uch finical
impertinent inquiries, thould be punifhed with mortification and
difappointment, for the mifufe of their time. But what elfe can
they do? You fay, Why, yes; they might fit idle, and refrain from
wafting paper with fuch exccrable ftuff; and that would be better,
By the bye, if there were two good friends in every library in
Earope, licenfed to purge it, like the Barbar and Curate in Don

RQuysxatte,,
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Quixotte, of all its ufelefs and mifchievous ftuff, many, many fhelves
that now groan under heavy weights would ftand empty.

Travelling over a very even road, and a country extremely flat,
(for from Aix-Ja-Chapelle I met with but one hill), I arrived at
Cologne, the capital, not only of the Archbifhopric of that name,
but of the Cirele of the Lower Rhine. My {pirits, which were not
in the very beft tone, were not at all raifed on entering the city,
by the ringing of Church-bells, of all tones and fizes, in every
quarter. B.eing a ftranger, I thought it had been a rejoicing day;
but, on inquiry, found that it was the conftant praftice. Never,
in my life, had I heard fuch an infernal clatter: never before had 1
feen any thing fo gloomy and melancholy---the fireets black---
difinal bells tolling-~bald-pated Friars, in myriads, trailing their long
black forms through the ftreets, molding their faces into every
thape that art had enabled them to affume, in order to excite com-
miferation, and.bcgging alms with a melancholy fong calculated
for the purpoie, fomewhat like that of our blind beggars in Lon-
don, and productive of the fame difagrecable effect upon the fpirits.
In fhort, I vzas not an hour in Cologne, when thofe circumftances,
confpiring with the infuperable melancholy of my mind, made me
wilh myfelf cut of it. ’ .

Neverthelefs, Cologne is a fine city; and if it be any fatisfaction
to you to {pin thole fine imaginary ligaments that, in the brain of
the book-worm, connedt the ancient and fnodcrn'world, I will
inform you, that it was anciently called Colonia Agrippina, becaufe

o) " AGRIPPINA,
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AGRIPPINA, the ‘mother of Nno, was born there, and honoured it
with a Roman Colony, becaufe it was her birth-place. The mind,
forced back to that period, and contemplating the mifchiefs of that
monfter Nexro, ca.nnotfhclp'wifhing that Cologne had been burnt
the night of her birth, and Mifs Acx1rriNA buried in the ruins,
ere the had lived to give, birth ta that {fcourge of the world.

Although the eftablifhed religion here be the Roman Catholic,
extraordinary as it may appear, they are very jealous of power;
and though the Eleétor, by his -officers, adminifters j‘;ﬁicc in all
criminal caufes, they will not permit him, in perfon, to refide above
three days at a time in the city, nor to bring a great train with
him when he vifits it; for this reafon he commonly refides at
Bonne. |

Cologne has a very confiderable trade, particularly in Rhenith
wine; and its gin is reckoned the beft in the world, and bears a
higher price than any ‘other in all the Nations of Europe.

Like all great Roman Catholic cities, it hasa profufion of chur-~
ches, crofles, miracles, -faints, and ‘church trinkets; and I really
think it has more fteeples and bells than any two cities in Germany.
As Liege was called the Paradife of Priefts, this ought to be called
the Golgotha of Skulls and Skult-caps. Inthe church of Saint Ux-
suLa, they fhew, or pretend st leaft to thew, the bones of eleven
thoufand Virgin Martyrs. ‘The fkulls of fome of thofe imaginary
Virgins are in filver cafcs; and others in fkull-caps, .of cloth, of
gold, and velvet. And in the church of Saint Gzrion, are no lefs

than
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than nine hundred heads of Moorith Cavaliers, of the army of the
Emperor CoNsTANTINE, (previous to that Sajat’s. converfion to
Chriftianity), who they fay was. behaadqd for fcfuﬁng to facrifice
to idols: by the. bye, the Popifh Divines bufn, ipftead of beheading,
for not facﬁﬁcing to idols-——-Every one of thofe heads, however,
has a cap of fearlet, adorned with pearls. The whole formsa fpec-
tacle, no doubt, equally agreeable and edifying. It fruck me,
however, a8 an extremely ludicrous fight, malgre the folemnity
of fo many death’s heads: and when their ftory was recounted, I
could not help internally chuckling, and faying (rather punningly, to
be furc); « Ahl what dlockbeads ye muft have been, to fuffer your-
felves to be feparated from your {nug warm bodies, rather than
drop dewn and worthip an idol, in which fo many good Chriftian
Divines have thewn you an.example!” This, you will conclude, I
faid to myfelf: an avowal of my {entiments in that place might have
given my head a title to a fearlet cap and pearls; and as I had fome
further ufe for it, Idid not think it expedient to leave it behind
me in the Church of Saint CERION---fG vety prudently, kept my
mind to myfelf. :

Coming out of the Church a multitude of beggars, all in ca-
nonicals, or ftudent’s habits, furroundqd, befeeching me for alms---
one, pour 'amour de D1Ev; another, pour 'amour de la Sainte
Vierge; a third, pour le falut de notre Redempteur; a fourth,

pour V'amour de Saint GER1ON; and fo on!
' 02 ‘ When
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When I had gone as far as I withed in donations, another attacked
me: though I told him my charity-bank was exhaufted, he perfc-
vered, and was uncommonly folicitous---till at length, having ex-
haufted the whole catalogue of Saints that are to be found in the
Calendar, he raifed his voice from the miferable whine of petition,
and exclaimed with great energy, ¢ Par les neuf cent tetes des
Cavaliers Maures qui font fanctifies an Ciel, je vous conjure de me
faire Yaumone!” This was too formidable an appeal to be
flighted; and fo, in homage to the fkulls and red caps, I put my
hand in my pocket, and ftopped his clamours.

Thofe miferable modes of peculation are the moft pardonable
of any-produced by the Church: we have no right to regret a trifle
facrificed at the fhrine of compaffion, even when that compaflion
is miftaken; but our reafon revolts at impofition, when it calls
coercion to its aid, and affumes. the name of right.

Without any national predilection, which you know I am
above, I think our Church affairs in Scotland are arranged upon a
better {yftem than any other that I know of: hence their Clergy
are in general examples worthy of imitation, for learning, piety,
and moral condué.

LETTER
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LETTER XVIL

L azouren inveftigations to eftablith connections be-
tween the hiftory of the ancient and bufinefs of the modern world,
and virulent difputes about trifles of antiquity, fuch as in what year
this place was built, or that great man was born, when and where
Jurius C&saRr landed in England, whether he pafled this road
or that, what route HANNIBAL took over the Alps,and fuch like,
are {o effentially uninterefting, ufelefs and unimportant, {o unpro-
fitable, and, one would think, fo painful too, that it is wonderful
how fo many men of great learning have been unwife enough to
employ their lives in the refearch.

It does not follow, however, that when information that tends to
recall to our minds the great men of antiquity is prefented to us, we
thould reject it. A man of clafiical tafte and education feels a de-
light in thofe little memorials of what gave him pleafure in his
youth. I know a Gentleman, who, being at Seville, in Spain, tra-
velled to Cordova, for no other purpofe but to fee the town where
Lucan an%SENECA were born: and I dare fay, that i you were
at Cologne, you would be much pleafed to fee the Town-houfe, a
great Gothic building, which contains a variety of ancient infcrip~

tions,
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tions; the firft to commemorate the kindnefs of Jurius C&saR to
the Ubii, who inhabited this place, and of whom you have found
mention made by him in his Commentaries, and alfo his building
two wooden bridges over the Rhine: a'fecond commemorates Av-

GusTus fending -a colony here. There is alfo a crofs-bow of
whalebone, twelve-feet long, eight broad, and four inches thick,

which they who fpesk of it conjedure to have belonged to the

Emperor Maximin’s. There are alfo fome Roman inferiptions
in the arfenal, ‘the import of which I now forget.

Tt is very extraordinary, but certainly a fa&, that there are, about
Cologne, families yet exifting, who indulge the fenfelefs ambition
of. prctcnding to be defcended from the ancient Romans, and who
actually produce their gencaiogicé. carricd down from the firft time
this city was made a colony of the Roman Empire. Of all kinds
of wanity, this is perhaps the moft extravagant: for, if antiquity
merely be the object, all are equally high, fince all muft have ori-
ginated from the fame ftock; and if it be the pride of belonging to
a particular family who were diftinguithed for valour or virtue, a
claim which often enly ferves to prove the degeneracy of the
claimant, it could not apply in the cafe of a whole People: but this
is among the frailtics of humanity; and we are often fo dazzled
with the {plendour of terreftrial glory, that we endeavour to be
allied to it-even by the moft remote and ridiculous conne@ions. I
heard of a-man, vjvhofc pride and boaft, when drunk, was, that

Dean SwirT had once thrown his mother’s oyfters (the was an
- oyfter-
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oyfter-wench) about the firect, and then gave her half a crown a5
an atonement for the injury. - On the frength of this affinity did he
call the Dean nothing but Coufin j’dwban, thxbugh the Dean was
dead before he was born!

But of all the ftories I have ever heard as. ﬂhxfh'anvc of this
ftrange ambition, that which the late Lord Axson has left us is the
mott ftriking® When that great man was travelling in the Eaft, he
hired a veflel to vifit the ifland of Tenedos: his pilot, a modern
Greek, pointing to 2 bay as they failed along, exclaimed in great
triumph, ¢ There, ay, there it was that our fleet lay.”-— What
fleet?” interrogated Anson---« Why, our Grecxan fleet, at the
fiege of Troy,” returned the pilot.

While .thofe doughty defcendants of the ancient Romans in-
dulge the cheerlefs idea of their great and illuftrious linc of ancient
anceftry, the Prince who rules them felicitates himfelf with the
more fubftantial dignities and emoluments of his modern offices. As
Eleétor and Archbithop of Cologne, he has dominion over a large,
fruitful and opulent country: he is the moft powerful of the ec-
clefiaftical Elettors: he has.many -Suffragan Princes, lay and fpi-
ritual, under him; and he is. Archchancellor of the Holy Roman
Empire. The revenues of his Archbifhopric amount annually to
one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds fterling; and as Eleétor,
he is poffeffed of feveral other great benefices. I prefume, becaufe
he is a Prince, that be isa man of fenfe; and, I will venture to
fay, that, as fuch, he would not. barter thofe good things for the

power



( uz )

power to demonttrate that LucRETIA was his aunt, BRuTus his -
grandfathcr, and the great JUst Camsar himfelf his coufin~
german. ' o :

Curist chofe his d1faples out of fithermen., ‘The Chapter of

“Co)ognc is, perhaps, on the contrary, the very moft Ariftocratic
body exifting, being compofed of forty Canons, whg are Princes
or Counts of the Empire<--Of thofe, twenty-five choofe the
Archbithop, and may advance one of their own body to that
great and wealthy dignity, if they pleafe.

.. From Cologne I proceeded to the town of Bonne, which is
faid to take its name from the pleafantnefs of “its fituation.
Here the Elector refides, and has a very fine palace. The coun-
try around is extremely fruitful and pleafant, and is bleffed with
moft of the good things which render the Rich magnificent and
happy, and remind the Poor of their inferiority and wretchedpefs---
particularly wine, which.is here remarkably excellent. It con-
tains Churches, Priefts, Convents, ‘Cloifters, &c.; but I need not
mention them---what place could ex1ﬁ with§ut them?

I fhould not forget to tell you, that, at this place, Jurius
C}BSAR built one of his bridges acrofs the Rhine---works which
would have handed down to pofterity the name of a common man,

. for the magnitude of the ftruéture andingenuity of thecontrxvance,
but are loft in the crowd of .aﬁom[hmg talents which dlﬂfmgltlﬂl(.d
that brxghtéﬁ of mortals. The greateft Biographer of Antiquity
fays of -him, that he was as great a General as HANNIBAL, as’

great
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great an Orator as C1cERO, andas great 3 Pali(t,ician S AUGUSTUS;
but it might be added, that he was among the firft Pocts of his
day---that he was of the fift mechanical gepjus, and the fineft
gemlqman, in Rome. .

Nature fecms tohave formcd in Ca SAR, 3 compcndxops union
of all human talents, as if to demonftrate how-unavailing they were
when oppofed to firict ngxd honefty and virtue in the charatter af
Brurus. -

To go from Bonnc to F rankfort,. there are two Ways---one
over the mountains of Wct,tt;rqma, the other up the river Rhine.
I made no hefitatipn to adopt the latter, and: was rewarded for my
choice with the view of as fine a épunt_ry, inhabited by as fine a
race of People, as I had eyer feen. Valleys filled with,herds, plains
-enamelled with corn-fields, and the hills covered with vigeyards,
regaled the eye, and conveyed, to the mind all the felicitating ideas
of plenty, natural opulence, and true profperity. My anxiety,
however, to get forward, and difengage myfelf from a fpecies of
folitude in a country where, though travelling is cheap, accomnmo-
dations of moft kinds in the public houfes are bad, induced me to
pufh on, without taking the time neceffary for making accurate ob-
fervations on the country as I pafled; fo that, gliding, as it were,
imperceptibly, through a number of towns, of which I recolle&t
nothing diftinétly but the names of Coblentz and Mentz, I arrived
at the great, free and imperial city of Frankfort on the Maine.

p ’ Here
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Here I thall ftop, for a fhort time, my relation, in order to give
you time for juft refletion and examination of what I have already
written: and as, in the latter part of it, I have fkimmed very
lightly over the country, I defire that you will fupply the defi-
ciency of my information by clofe refearch in books ; inform your-
felf of the grc’at» outlines of the Germanic Conftitution ; look back
to its origin, its progrefs, and its eftablithment ; thence proceed to
the diftin&t paﬁs. or inferior States, of which it is compofed ; pon-
der'themall well ; and from' thofe'draw your own inferences, and
Iet me hear what they are with freedom: thould they be wrong,
¥ will endeavour to fet them right ; but fhould they be right, they
will afford me the tioft lively fatisfation ; for they will ferve to
‘correct one of the greateft errors under which youth labours---an
overweening, fanguine imagination, that things in this life are, or at
leaft can be modelledinto perfection ; whereas experience, and a juft
obfervation of the hiftory of Mankind, will thew, that on this ball

* things will never be a5 they ought, but muft remain as they are-—-
imperfect. -

LETTER



LETTER XIX.

o Tue country about Frankfort is delightful, rich and
fruitful, and watered by the beautiful river Maine, which divides
the city into two parts, that on the North being called Frankfort,
and that on the South, Saxenhaufen, from the Saxons, who are fup-
pofed to have been the founders of it. The city itfelf is large,
populous and rich, and diftinguithed for being the place where the
Emperor and King of the Romans is elected---though, by the ap-
pointment of CHARLEMAGNE, Cologne has a fuperior claim to
that honour. The Magiftrates, and great part of the inhabitants,
are Lutherans or Calvinifts ; notwithftanding which, moft of the
Churches are in thc.hands of the Roman Catholics---a laudable
inftance of the true tolerant f{pirit of a wifc and virtuous infti-
tution, and a heavy refletion upon, as well as a noble example to
the Popith Powers of Europe. ‘

The territory belonging to Frankfort is of very confiderable
extent; and the trade carried on through it, by means of the
rivers Rhine and Mayne, of very great importance, not only to
the country itfelf, but to other commercial nations, and particularly

P2 to
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to Great Britain, whofe manufa@ures are fent to Frankfort, and
thence circulated through the Continent, in amazing quantities.

The fairs of F rankfort are talked of all over Europe---of fuch
importance are they in the world of commerce. 'They are held, one
at Eafter, and another in September, and continue for three weeks,
during which:t;rme the refort of people there from all quarters is
aftonithing. Evcry'thih‘g is done by the Government to render
them as attra&tive to Merchants as poffible ; and the taxes or duties
are extremely low---a bale of the value of ten or twenty thoufand
crawns paying duty only aboiit ten or eleven pence of our money.
All commodities from all parts of the world are fold there, and
tirculated through the Emipire; but, particularly, books are {old in
prodigious quantities. - After the fairs are over, the fhops of the
foreign Merchants a.re ﬂmt up, and their names written over their
doors. ) . '

To give an idea of the gredt importance thefe fairs are to com-
merce, I need only mention, that in the prefent war, the
impediments thrown by.‘ the French in the way of the tranfit
of goods up the Rhine, and the fhutting up that fair, gave a
moft alarming paralyfis to the mapufa&ufing eftablithments of
England, and a fhock to public credit in confequence, that would,
but for the timely interference of Parliament, have, in all'pro-v
bability, been fatal to the national credit.

Frankfort is in many refpects a pleafant place: the Merchants
are extrcmely convivial and {ociable, and form Flubs, where they

meet
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meet to drink tea and coffee, and play at cards. There is a play-
houfe alfo, a great number of coffee~houfes, and other houfes of
entertainment in abundance. The country around is covered with
woods and vineyards; and the circumjacent v,iiiages are very plea-
fant, and well fupplied with houfes of entertainment, to which
the inhabitants of the city refort in the Summer feafon; and the
inns in Frankfort are excellent.

A ﬁngular' cuftom prevails here, which I think worth mention-
ing: Taverns are denoted by pine-trees planted before the doors
of them; and the different prices of the wines in their cellars are
marked in ciphers on the door-pofts.

In the town here is prefented the original Golden Bull, or
Pope’s Authority, which contains the rules and orders to be ob-
ferved at the election of the Emperors. This Golden Bull is never
fhewn to ftrangers but in the prefence of two of the Council and
the Secretary---It is a little manufcript in quarto, confifting of forty-
two leaves of parchment, with a gold feal of three inches diamc-
ter, of the value of twenty duckets, hung to it by a cord of yellow
filk. It is faid to be written in Latin and Gothic charaers, with-
out diphthongs; and kept in a black box, together with two written
tranflations of it into the German language.

It is faid of Frankfort, that the Roman Catholics poflefs the
churches, the Lutherans the dignities, and the Calvinifts the riches.
It is therefore one of the few places in Chriftendom wherc the
churches and the riches do not go into the fame hands.

From
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From Frankfort to Augfburgh, I paficd through 2 mumber of
towns, all of them fo Vci-y inconfiderable as not to merit any par-
ticular defcription. 'The way lies from the Palatinate through the
Circle of Suabia. Id the extreme end of the Palatinate, and im-
mediately bef. re entering the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, the country
is covered with-fir-trees; and money is {o fcarce in it, that a loaf
of wheaten bread, WCighing eight pounds, cofts but two pence.

The city of Augfburgh is the capital of a Bithopric of that
name in the Circle of Suabia, and is worthy of the attention of the
claffical traveller for its antiquity. About twelve years before the
birth of CurisT, AucusTus Casar fubdued all this country,
and, on the place where Augfburgh now ftands, formed a colony,
gave the town the name of Augufta Vindelicorum, and put it under
the government of Drusus, the brother of TisER1US, afterwards
Emperor of Rome. The inhabitants of this place were the Vindelic,
a branch of the Illyrians. But, ancient though it be, it has little
more of antiquity to entitle it to notice than the bare name ; for it
has been pillaged fo often, particularly by that monfter ATTiILA,
that there are fcarcely any remains of its antiquity to be found.

Augfburgh is now, however, a handfome city---the public
buildings in general magnificent, and adorned with fountains, water
engines of a curious conftruion, and ftatues.

The moft rich and fplendid part of the town belongs to a
family of the name of Fuccers (originally defcended from a -
weaver ), who enriched themfclves by commerce, and one of whom

rendered
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rendered not only hﬁfelf, but the whole family, confpicuous, by
entertaining the Emperor CuaryrEs the Fifth in a fupdrb manner,
and fupplying him with money, and then throwing his bond into
the fire; in return for which, the Emperor made him a Count of
the Empire. ~

This city is remarkable for goldfmiths’ ware ; and its mecha-
nics are equal to any in the world, for works in gold, ivory, clocks,
and time-pieces ; and they engrave better than any people in Ger-
many, which brings them confiderable profits. But what they
are, above all other people, eminent for, is the manufacturing
fteel-chains fo prodigioufly fine, that when one of them, of a {pan
in length, has been put about theneck of a flea, it lifts up the
whole of it as it leaps ; and yet thofe are fold for lefs thana fhil-
ling of our money a piece.

Controverfy, and difference in rehglons opinions, which has
almoft, ever fince the commencement of Chrqt;anxty, difgraced
the human underftanding, and defaced {ociety, impafes upon the
liberal, well-thinking traveller, the office of fatirift but too often.
Augifburgh, however, is a fplendid exception, and holds up a moft
glorious {peGtacle of manly fenfe, generous fentiment, juftice, and
Iwill fay policy too, vanquithing that ﬁxark-jawcd enemy of Man-
kind, bigotry. The Magiftracy of Augfburgh. is compofed of
about an equal number of Proteﬁants and Roman Cathelics---their
Senate confifting of twenty-three Roman Catholics and twenty-two
Lutherans, and their Common QOuncil of a hundred and‘ fifty of

each:.
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each: The executive power is lodged in the Senate--~the legifla-
tive authorlty in both bodies, But, what is hardly to be found
any where, they all, as well as the People, agree together in the
moft perfect harmony, notwithftanding the difference of religion ;
and at all tables but the Communion table, they affociate together,
dip in the fame dith, and drink of the fame cup, as if they had never
heard of the.odious diftiriction of Papift and Proteftant, but as being
bound to each other by the great and irrefragable bond of huma-
nity : fellow-creaturcs, affected by the fame feelings, impelled by
the fame paffions, labouring under the fame neceflities, and heirs
to the fame fufferings, their means of affuaging the one, gratifying
or refifting another, and fupplying the third, are the {fame, though
- chequered and varied a little in the mode---the road alone dif-
ferent, the ends alike. Is it not cruel, then---is it not intolerable,
‘that the calamaties infeparable from humanity fhould be aggravated
-with artificial ftings, and the nakednefs of human naturce expoled,
and rendered more offenfive, by fattitious calamities of human con-
trivance ? Curfed werethofe who firft fomented thofe difputes, and
-caft thofe apples of difcord through the world: blind were they
-who firft were feduced from the paths of peace by them ; and more
curfed, and more blind, muft they be, who, in this time of intel-
le and illumination, continue, en.the one hand, to keep up a fyf-
-tem fo ‘wicked and fo -deteftable, or, on the other, to fubmit to
error at once o foolith and fo fatal.

LETTER
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LETTER XX~

Fox the reafons mentioned in my laft, Augfburgh is
a moft agreeable place to live in. Touched with the fenfations
natural to a man who loved to fee his fellow-creatures happy, my
heart expanded to a fyftem of peace and harmony, comprehending
the whole globe : my mind cxpatiatedﬁinvpluntarily on the blefflings
and advantages derived from fuch a fyftem ; and, taking flight from
the bounds of practicability, to which our feeble nature is pinned
on this earth, into the regions of fancy, had reared a fabric of Uto-
pian mold, which, I verily believe, exceeded in extravagance the
works of all the Utopian architets that ever conftructed caftles in
the air.

Hurried on by this delightful vifion, my perfon paid an invo-
luntary obedience to my mind; and the quicknefs of my pace in-
creafing with the impetuofity of my thoughts, I found myfelf,
before I was aware of it, within the Chapel-door of the Convent
of the Carmelites. Obferving my error, I fuddenly turned about,
in order to depart, when a Friar, a goodly perfon of a man, clderly,
and of a benign afped, called me, and, advancing towards me,

Q afked,
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atked, in terms of politenefs, and in the French language, why
I was retreating fo abruptly---I' was confufed: but truth is the
enemy before whom confufion ever flies ; and I told him the whole
of my miftake, and the thoughts from which they arofe.

The good father, waving further difeourfe on the fubject, but

with 2 fmile whlch I thought carried 2 mixture of benevolence for

myftlf and conhcmpt for my ideas, brought me through the
Church, and thewed me all the curiofities of the place, and par-
ticalarly pointed out to me, as a great curiofity, a fun-dial made in
. the form of a Madonna, the head coriched with rays and ﬂ;arq, and
in the hand a fceptre which marked the hours.

* Quitting the Chapel, and going towards the Refe@ory, the Friar

ftood, and, kqumgat me with a {mile of gaxcty, fald, « I have yet

fomething to "hew. -you, which, while Lady Madonna marks the
time, will help usto pas it; apd, as it will niake its way with
more force and fubtlety to your fenfes than thofe I have yet thewn
you, will be likely to. be longer retained in remembrance.”

He {poke a few words in German, which of courfe I did npt
underftand, to a vifion bearing the {hape of a human creature, who,
I underftood, was a lay-brother ; -and, turning down a long alley,
brought me to his cell, where we were foon followed by the
aforefaid lay-brother, with a large carthen jug of liquor, two
glaffes, and a plate with fome delicately white bifcuit.

“ You muit know,” faid the Friar,  that the Convent of Car-
melites at Augfburgh has for ages been famed for beer unequalled

mn



in any part of the world; and I have brought you here to have
your opinion---for, being an Englifhman, you muft be a judge,
the Britons being famed for luxury, and ‘a perfect knowledge of
the feaverr vivre.” He poured out, and drank to me: it looked
liker the cleareft Champaigne than beer---I never tafted any thing
to equal it; and he feemed highly gratified by my ex;:arciﬁqps of
praife, which I lavithed upbn it, as well from politenefs, as Eegard

to truth. o .

After we had drank a glafs each, ¢ I have been- reflecting,”
faid the Friar, “on the fingular flight of fancy that directed your
fteps into this Convent---Your mind was difeafed, my fon! and a
propitious fuperintending Power has guided your fteps to a phy-
fician, if you will but have the goodnci"s to take. the medicine he
offers.” '

I flared with vifible marks of aftonifhment.

“ You are furprifed,” continued he; “ but you fhall hear !
When firft you difclofed to me thofe fickly flights of your mind, I
could on the inftant have anfwered them': ‘but you are young---
you are an Englithmane-~two charafters impatient of reproof:
the dogmas of a Prieft, I thoughfthcrcfor‘c, would be fufficiently
difficult to be digefted of themfelves, without any additional diftafte

(faught from the chilling aufterity of a Chapel.” -

* Ilooked pnintentionally at the carthen jugy,and fmiled.

« It is very true,” faid he, catching my very inmoft thoughts
irom the expreffion of my countenance--~¢¢ it is very true! good

Qe doltrine
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do&rine may, at certain times, and with certain perfons, be more
cffeually enfarced under the cheering influence of the focial board,
than by the authoritative declamation and formal fanctity of the
“pulpit; nor am I, thougfh a Carmelite, oner of thofc'whg pretend to
think, that a thing in itfe}f good, can be made bad by decent hila-
rity, and the anindation g?oduced by a moderate and wife ufc of the
goods of this catth ”

I was ai’condhcd--- .

¢ You fell into a reverie,” continued hc ¢.produced by 2 con-
templation of the happmqfs of a fociety exifting w:dmw&ny differ-
‘ence, and where-no human breath thould be wafted on’a figh, no
ear tortured with a groan, no tears to trickle, no griefs or calamities
to writg the heart,”

« Yes, father!” faid I, catching "the idea with my former
cnthufiafm, “ that Would be my with---that my greateft, firft
defire.” S o :

« Then feeft thou,” intcmaptzd he, « the extent of thy with,
fuppofe you could realize it, which, thank Gop! you cannot.”
 What! thank Goo that I cannot? are thefe your thoughts?”
. “ Yes, my fon; and ere Madq;ma marks the progrefs of ten
mmutcs with her fceptre,. thc)rw;ll ‘be your’s too

¢« Impoffible!” ... . e e ,
~_* Hear me, my fon lowds not dcath a homb!c pl’c(:lplcc to the
view of human creatures ?"’

' ' “ Afluredly,”
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« Affuredly,?’ faid I---* the moft horuble human laws declare
that, by reforting to it for punithment, as the ultimatum of all
terrible inflictions.” .

“« W hcn, then,” faid he, * covered as we are with mifery, to
léavc this world is fo infupportable to the human reflection, what
muft it be if we had nothing but joy and felicity to tafte of in this
life? Mark me, child!” faid he, with an animatcd zeal that gave
an expreffion to his countenance beyond 'any‘thinng I had ever feen:
« the miferies, the calamities, the heart-rendings, and the tears,
which are fo intimately interwoven by the great Artift in our
natures as not to be feparated in a fingle-inftance, are in the firft
placdour fecurity of a future ftate, and in the next place ferve to
flope the way before us, and, by gradual operation, fit our minds
for viewing, with fome fort of fortitude, that hideous chafm that
lies between us and that ftate---death. View thofe miferies, then,
as {pecial acts of mercy and commiferation of a beneficient Creator,
who, with every calamity, melts away a link of that earthly chain
that fetters our wifhes to this difmal world. Accept his bleflings
and his goods, when he fends them, with gratitude and enjoyment:
receive his affliGtions, too, with as joyous acceptance, and as hc;xrty
gratitude. Thus, and not otherwife, you will realize all your Uto-
pian flights of defire, by turning every thing to matter of comfort,
and living contented with difpénfations which you cannet alter, and,
if you could, would moft certainly alter for the worfe.

I fat
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I fat abforbed in rcﬂc&ion---The Friar, after {ome paufe,

proceeded--- <

-« Errors anﬁng from virtuous dﬁ:po!' itions and the love of our
fellow-creatures, take their complexion from their parent motives,
and are virtwous. Your withes, therefore, my fon! though erro-
neous, merit reward, and, I truft, will receive it from that Being
who fees. thé recefes of the heart; and if the truths I have told you
have not faded to 'make their way to your underftanding, let your
adventure of to-day imprefs this undenmble maxim on your mind---
fo limited is Man, fo imperfodt in hts nature, that the extent of his
vn'tue bhorders on vxcc. ,ﬂnﬂ the extent of his wifdom on error.”

| I thought h: was mfy.u:ed and, juft as he got to the lafl ‘od
every organ of mine was opened to take in his words.

« "Tis well my fon!” faid he--n<c I perceive you like my
doCtrine: then (changing his manner of fpeaking, his exprefiive
countenance the whole time almoft anticipating his whale words)
take fome more of it,” f{aid he gaily, pouring out a frefh glals.
I pleaded the fear of inebriety---+ Fear not,” faid he; * the beer
of this Convent never hurts the intelle&.”

'Our converfation continued till near dinner-time; for I was fo
dclightcd, I fcarcely keew how to fnatch muyfelf away: fuch: a
happy melange of piety and plmfamy, grave wifdom.and humour,
I had never met. At length, the Convent-bell tolling, I rofe: he
took me by the hand, and, in atone of the mn&vgamplacem admo-

nition, faid, ¢ Remember, my child! as long as you live, remember -
: ' the
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the Convent of the Carmelites; and in the innumerable evils that
certainly await you if you are to live long, the words you have heard
from old Friar Avcusting will afford you comfort.” *
¢« Father ! returned I, * be affured I carry away from you
- a token that will never fuffer me to forget the hofpitality, the
advice or the politenefs of the good father AvcusTine. Poor as
I am in natural means, I can.make no other return than my good
withes, nor leave any impreffion behind me: but as my efteem
for you, and perhaps my vanity, make me with not to be forgotten,
accept this, (a feal ring, with a device in hair, which I happen-
ed to have on my finger); and whenever you look at it, let it
rcm’ﬁ'a you of one of thofe, I dare fay inhumerable, inftances, in
which you have contributcd“to the happinefs and improvement of
your fellow-creatures.’

The good old man was affected, took the ring, and attended
me to the Convent gate, pronouncing many bleflings, and charging
me to make Augfburgh my way back again to England if poﬂ'xblc,

and take one glafs more of the Convent ale.

LETTEEK
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LETTER XXIL

Leavinc Augburgh, I travelled .through Bavaria a
Jong way before I reached the Tyrol County, of th.c natural
beauty of which I had heard much, and which I therefore entered
with great cxpectations of that {ublime gratification the beauties of
Nature never fail to afford me. I was not difappointed; ifMeed,
my warmeft expectations were exceeded.

The firft thing that ftrikes a traveller from Bavaria, on cntering
it, 15 the fort of Cherink, built between two inacceflible rocks which
feparate Tyrol from the Bifhopric of Freifingen. So amply has
Nature provided for the fecurity of this Country againft the in-
curfion of an enemy, that there is not a pafs. which leads to it
that is not through forae narrow defile between mountains
almoft inacceflible ; and on the rocks and brows of thofe paffes,
the Emperor has conftructed forts and citadels, {o advantageoufly
placed, that they command all the valleys and avenues beneath.

After a variety of windings and turnings through mountains
of ftupendous height and awful afpect, I began to defcend, and
entered the moft delightful valley I had ever beheld---deep, long,

‘ and
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and above a mile in breadth---furrounded with enormous piles
of mountains, and diverfified with the alternate beauties of naturc
and cultivation, fo as to form an union rarely to be met with,
and delight at once the eye of the farmer, and the fancy of him
that has a true tafte for rural wildnefs. From the heights in
defcending, the whole appeared in all its glory; the beautiful
river Inn gliding along through it longitudinally; its banks
ftudded with the moft romantic little villages, while a number
of inferior ftreams were feen winding in different courfes, and
hattening to pour their tribute into its bofom.

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenfations of tranf-
port, ‘which all the works of art could never infpire: here
Nature rufhed irrefiftible upon my fenfes, and, making them
captive, exacted their acknowledgment of her fupremacy: here
vanity, ambition, luft of fame and power, and all the tinfelled,
gaudy, frippery to which habit and worldly cuftom enflave the
mind, retired, to make way for fentiments of harmony, purity,
fimplicity, and truth : here Providence feemed to {peak in language
moft perfuafive, ¢ come, filly Man, leave the wild tumult, thciend-
lefs ftruggle, the glittering follics, the falfe and {purious pleafures
which artifice creates, to feduce you from the true---dwell here---
and in the lap of Nature ftudy me:” Here, oh! here, exclaimed I,
in a tranfport which bereft me, for the time, of every other confi-
deration, here will T dwell for ever. The charm was too finely
fpun, to withftand the hard tugs of fa&; and all its precious

R delufions



( 150 )

delufions vanithed before a hoft of -gloomy truths---deranged
affairs---family far off, with the diftance daily increafing---the
hazards and. the hardfhips of a long untried journey---and the Eaft
Indies, with all its horrors, in the rear. I hung my head in for-
row; and, offering up a prayer to prote my family, ftrengthen
myfelt, and bring us once more together in fome {pot heavenly as
that I pafled through, was proceeding on in a ftate of dejection
proportionate to my previous tranfports, when I was roufed by my
poftillion, who, pointing to a very high, fteep rock, defired me
to take notice of it. I did fo; but feeing nothing very remarkable
in its appearance, afked him what he meant by direting my at-
tention to it---Ile anfwered me in the following manner, which,
from the fingularity of the narrative, and his firange mode of telling
it, T think it would injure to take out of his own words : I will, there-
fore, endeavour, as well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of
it ; and, indeed, the impreflion it made on my memory was fuch,
that, I apprehend, I fhall not materially differ from his words :

“ You muft know, Sir, (for cvery one in the world knows it),
that all thefe mountains around us, are the abodes of good and evil
{pirits, or Genii---the latter of whom are continually doing every
malicious thing they can devife, to injure the people of the country,
---fuch as leading them aftray---fmothering them in the fhow---
killing the cattle by throwing them down precipices---nay, when
they can do no worfe, drying up the milk in the udders of the

goats---and, fometimes, putting betwecn young men and their
fweethearts,
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fwccthearts, and ftopping their marriage. Ten thoufund curfes
light upon them! I fhould have been married two years ago, and
had two children to-day, but for their fchemes. In thort, Sir,
if it were not for the others---the good ones---who are always
employed (and the blefled Virgin knows they have enough on
their hands) in preventing the mifchicfs of thofe devils, the whole
place would be deftroyed, and the country left without o living
thing, man or goat !”

Here T could not, for the life of me, retain my gravity any
longer, but burft, in {pite of me, into an immoderate fit of laugh-
ter, which fo difconcerted and offended him, that he fullenly re-
fufed to proceed with the ftory any farther, but continued markiu;
his forchead (his hat off ) with a thoufand croffes, uttering ‘pious
cjaculations, looking at me with a mixture of terror, diftruft and
admiration, and every now and then glancing his cye afkance to-
ward the hills, as if fearful of a defcent from the evil {pirits.

My curiofity was awakened by the very extraordinary com-
mencement of his narrative ; and I determined, if poffible, to hear
it out: fo, affuring him that I meant nothing cither of flight or
wickednefs by my laughter---that I had too ferious ideas of fuch
things to treat them with levity---and, what was more convincing
logic with him, promifing to reward him for it---he proceeded
with his ftory as follows

¢ Well, Sir, you fay you were not {porting with thofe Spirits---
and fortunate it is for you : at all events, Saint Joun or Gop be our

R 2 ’ guide,
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guide, and bring usfafe toInnfpruck. Juft fothegreat MAXIMILIAN
was wont to laugh at them; and you fhall hear how he was pu-
nithed for it---and that was the ftory I was about to tell you. The
Emperor MAXIMILIAN, that glory of the world, (he is now in the
lap of the blefled Virgin in Paradife), once on a time, before he
was Emperor, that is to fay, when he was Archduke, was always
laughing at the country people’s fears of thofe {pirits---and an old
Father of the Church forewarned him to 1;eware, left he fhould
fuffer for his rathnefs: o one day he went out hunting, and at the
foot of that mountain a moft beautiful Chamois ftarted before him ;
he fhot at it, and miffed it---(the firft thot he had mifled for many
years, which you know was warning enough to him)---however,
he followed, {hooting at and miffing it, the animal ftanding every
now and then till he came up within fhot of it : thus he continued
till near night, when the goat difappeared of a fudden, and he
found himfelf buried, as it were, in the bowels of the mountain -
he endeavoured to find his way out, but in vain ; every ftep he took
led him more aftray, and he was for two days wandering about,
CurisT fave us ! in the frightful hollows of thofe mountains, living
all the time on wild berries : on the {econd night he bethdught him-
telf of his want of faith, and of the faying of gld Father Jerome;
and he fell on his knees, and wept and prayed all night ; and the
Virgin heard his prayers, he being a good man, and, above all,
an Emperor---Gop blefs you and me ! we fhould have perifhed---

In the morning, a beautiful young man, drefled in a peafant’s habit,
came



( 193 )

came up to him, gave him victuals and wine, and defired him to
follow him, which he did, you may be fure, joyfully---but, oh
blefled Virgin! think what his furprife muft have been, when,
getting again into the plain out of the mountain, the young man
difappeared and vanifhed all of a fudden, juft at the foot of that
ftecp rock which I thewed you, and which ever fince goes by the
name of the Emperor’s rock---You fee what a dangerous place it
is, and what dangerous fpirits they muft be that would not fpare
even the holy Roman Emperor. In my mind, the beft way is to
fay nothing againft thofe things, as fome faithlefs people do, and
to worfhip the Virgin and keep a good confcience, and then one
will have the lefs to fcar.”

By the time he had ended his narrative, we were in fight of
Innfpruck, when I'annoyed and terrified him afrefh, by laughing
immoderately at the ¢nd of his ftory---but attoned in fome mea-
fure for it, by giving him half a florin.

On inquiring at Innipruck, I found that MaximMiLian had
aCtually loft his way in the mountain, and had been conduc¢ted out
of it by a peafant, who left him fuddenly ; the reft was an cxag-
gerated ﬂéitionaly tale, arifing from the fuperftitious fears of the
country people.

LETTER
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LETTER XXIL

I ~n all Nations under Heaven, and at all times fince the
Creation, there have been men formed to make a noife in the
world---to increafe or impede, to dire¢t or difturb, the calm, fober
progrefs of focial life---and, in the eagernefs and violence of their
efforts to reach the gaol of fuperiority, overturn or thruft out of
their ordinary path the reft of Mankind, till either they provoke
againft them a general confpiracy of their fellow-creatures, or,
till reaching the point of their purfuit, they become elevated ob-
jects of homage and admiration. Such men are generally com-
pofed of great materials for mifchief:---having firong natural talents
and violent ungovernable {pirits; according to the direGion thefe
get, they are harmlefs or mifchievous---but, like morbid matter in the
animal fyftem, if not let loofe by fome channel or other, they never
fail to difturb the whole cconomy of the body they beMhg to, and
produce fatal confcquences to it and to themfelves: Colonial pof-
{feflions have, therefore, in fome views, been of ufe (as America
formerly to England) to draw off thofe dangerous {pirits, who,
though they arc in times of peace better at a diftance, in times of
war are found to be the tougheft finews of a Nation.

The



The county of Tyrol, fuch as I have deferibed it, formed by
Nature for the refidence of the Sylvan Deities, rich in the pro-
du@s of the earth, the people contented and happy, and the whole
the region of peace; manufactures, the firft root of low vices, and
commerce, the great inftigator of war, have fcarcely been able to
fet their feet there: hence it happens, that there is no channel
through which thofe exuberant fpirits I have alluded to can take
their courle, or expand their force.  Home, therefore, is no place
for thofc of the Tyrolefe, who are curfed or blefled (call it which
you pleate) with thofc very combuftible qualities ; and they are
cbliged to roam abroad in fearch of opportunities of diftinguithing
themfelves, giving vent to their fpirits, and manifefting their ta-
lents.  They are found, thercfore, fcattered all over the Conti-
nent: and as it rarely happens that opportunitics occur in life of
fignalifing (uch talents in a dignified line, rather than be idle they
do what they can, and apply to chicanery as a wide and appro-
priate field for their genius and vigour to work ¢n---the cmigrant
Tyrolefe are, therefore, by moft Nations of the Continent, rec-
koned among the moft expert and accomplithed fharpers in the
world---the people, however, who remain at home, arc of a
different charaCter---they are, generally (peaking, tall, robuft asd
vigorous ; the women ftrong, and very fair; and both fexes cx-
hibit a very pleafing mixture ofgrerman phlegm and Ttalian {pright-
linefs ; or, to {peak more properly, they are a mean between thofe
two extremes.

Innfpruck,
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Innfpruck, though a fmall city, is handfome and agreeable,
ftanding in a very beautiful valley, furrounded with mountains,
which, while their jower parts are well cultivated, are capped
on the tops with peiennial fmow. The caftle formerly the re-
fidence of the Anftriay Princes is ftately and magnificent, adorned
within withi fine painting.. -1d decorat:d withoutr by natural and
artificial fountains, itatues. pleafant zardins. groves, walks and
covered galleries, leuding to five ditt rent Churehes

A-propos---Let me not ,omgei the Churches! dna chapel of
the Francilcan Church, there is an fnage of “he Vg Mary
as big as the life, of folid filver, with many oo o g oF Cants
of the fame metal. [f fome of thote fitver Deraes wern trans-
ferred to Paris, I tear their divinity would not fove them from the
hands of the facrilegious Convention,  Cue thing, however, s
well worth the attentiou of travellers, purticularly thofe who wifls
to wipe away the fins of a deceafed friend, and get them a o
re¢t pafiport to happinefs---This Francifcorw Chureh 1 hetd to be
one of the moft facred and venerable in the world, on account of the
indulgences granted to it b, icveral I'opes; (o that onc tingle Maiy
faidin it is declarcd to e fufficient to deliver a foul from the pains
of purgatory. When we confider the greatand important cxtent of
their power in that refpect, we c:inot wonder if ihey had all the
Saints in the Calendar, and the Virgin MARrY to boot, in folid
filver, even of the fize of the Coloflus at Rhodes.

Hall, the {econd city in Tyrol, lies one league from Innfpruck:
it is famous for its falt-works, and for a mint and filver mines, in

which
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which feven thoufand men, women. and children, arc conftantly
employed. '

Ataroyal palace and caftle called Ombras, lying at equal dittance
from Innfpruck and Hrtl, there is an arfenal, famous for a prodi-
gious callection of curiofitics, fuch as medal" . p:ecious ftones, fuits
of armour,and ftatue of feveral Princesonhorfeback, in wie'r old rich
fightingaccoutremens - ; befides great variety of military 1poils and tro-
phies taken by the Houfe of Autlria; in particular, a ftatue o1 FrRAN-
c1s the Firtt and his horte. it as they were taken at the battle of
Pavia, and t.o o1 o Furkab Bafhaws, with the coftly habits
and appointmonts with which, they were taken, embellithed with
gold, filver, und preciou: ftones.  Put, above all their curiofities,
the moft extraurdinary 15 an oak mciofing the hody of a deer: this
laft, howey or unaccouniable, is fadt; and equals, I thik, any of the
wonders in the metamorphofes of Ovibp. s

Leaviug Innfpruck, I proceeded on my journey, and foon entered
to the mountains, wiich are there of a terrible height---I was
the beft part of a dav atcending them: as I got near the top, I was
fhewn, by my driver, the fpot where FErpInaND, King of Hun-
gary, and the Emperor Car.es the Fifth, aet, when he returned
"from Africa, in the year 51gzo. It is marked with an infeription
to that ¢ffect, and has grown mto a litle village, which, from that
circumftance, bears the name of the Salutation.

Although this mountain, called Bremenberg (or Burning-hill)»
15 covered with fnow for nine months in the year, it is inhabited

S to
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to the very top, and préduces corn and hay in abundance : at the
higheft part there is a poft-houfe, a tavern, and a chapel, where
the traveller is accommeodated with freth horfes, provifions, and, if
he choofes, a mouthful of prayers---I availed myfelf of the two
firft; but the latter being not altogether in my way, I declined it,
for which I could perceive that I was, by every mouth and eye in
the place; configned to perdition as a Heretic. ‘

Juft at this fpot there is a {pring of water which falls upon a
rock, and divides into two currents, which, at a very*fmall dif-
tance, affume the appearance, and, in fact, the magnitude too, of
very large rivers. The mountain is fometimes difficult to pafs,
fometimes abfolutely impracticable---I was fortunate, however, in
this refpect; for I got over it without any very extraordinary delay,
and on my way was regaled with the moft delicious venifon that
I have ever tafted in my life; it was faid to be the fleth of a kind of
goat. , = _.‘

. Although it is but thirty-five miles from Innfpruck to Brifen,
I was late when I reached the latter; and as it contained nothing
worth either the trouble or delay attending the fearch of, I fet out
the next morning, and, travelling with high mountains on one fide,
and a river all along upon the other, arrived at a town called Bol-
fano, in the Bifhopric of Trent. The country all along was
thickly inhabited, and the mountains perfe@ly cultivated and ma-
nured even to their higheft tops. On entering the valley of Bolfano,
I found the air becoming obvioully fweet, delightful and temperate;;

the
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the vineyards, and all the trees and fhrubs, olives, mulberries, wil-
lows and rofes, &c. all of the moft lively green, and every thing
marking the moft luxuriant vegetation.

Bolfana is a {mall, but extremely neat ‘and pleafant town---but
nothing I faw about it pleafed me fo mucl:1 as their vineyards, which
are planted in long terraces along the fides of the hills, and are
formed into the moft beautiful arbours, one row above another.

From Bolfano to Trent, is fifty-one miles, a good day’s journey:
almoft the whole of it lies through the valley of Bolfano, a moft
fruitful and pleafant---indeed, delightful road, which made the
day’s journey appear to me much fhorter than-it really was.

Perhaps no part of the habitable globe is, within the fame com-
paratively fmall compafs of earth, fo wonderfully diverfified by the
hand of Nature in all her extremes, as that through which I have
juft carried you. There, under almoft the fame glance of the eye,
were to be feen the ﬁupcﬁdous, the rugged, the favage, and the in-
acceflible---the mild, the fruitful and the cultivated., Here, the
mountain capped with perpetual fnow, gradually falling in blended
gradations of fhade, far beyond the reach of the arti’s pencil, into
the green luxuriant valley ; and there, the vineyard, the olivary, and
the rich corn-field, burftingat once from rugged rocks and inaccef-
fible faftnefles: the churlith afpe@ of the tyrant Winter for ever
prowling on sthe-mountain’s head above---perpetual fpring {miling

‘with all her fafcinating. charms in the plains below. Such fcenes
as thefe would baffle all efforts of the poet’s pen or painter’s
So . pencil :
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pencil: to be conceived, they muft be feen. I fhall therefore
clofe my account of them with a ftrong recommendation to you,
that whenever you travel for improvement, you go through the
County of Tyrol, and there learn the great and marvellons work-
ing of Nature.

LETTER XXIIL

IPBRH';&PS the Iearned( unwife men of the world,
‘who fpend their lives poring after impoffibilities, have never met
with a more copious fubje& of puzzle-pated enjoyrment than the
derivation of the names of places. In all difputed cafes on this
fubjed, the utmoft within human reach is conjeCture; but the joke
of it is, that, fortunately for Mankind, the certainty of it would not
‘be of 2 fingle button advantage to them, even if it could be ac-
quired' by their fearch. Doctor GoLpsmiTH, in his Citizen of the
Werld, has thrown this matter into high ridicule; and I recom-
mend it to your perufzl, left this thadow of literature fhould one
day wheedle you from more refpétable purfuits. Trent has
afforded vaft exercife to book-worm conjetures in this way ; for,:
while fome pronounce it to be derived from Tridentum, and

. for
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for this purpofe will have it that NepruNE was worthipped there,
though fo far from the f{ea---others claim the difcovery of its
derivation from Tribus Torrentibus, or ‘three ftreams which run
there. Now, as to the firft, exclufive. of forcing Neprune all
the way from the Gulph of Venice to their temples, I cannot find
any fuch fimilarity in the found of Trent and Trident to warrant
the inference; and as to the Tribus Torrentibus, they might
as well fay that a primmer or hornbook was found there, and
that thence it was derived from thc.Alphabct, fince the fame
analogy fubfifted between them, namciy, that the letters T,R,E,N, T
are to be found in both. But, in the name of God, what fignifies
what it was called after? Its name is Tr:ht; and if it had been
Putney, or John o’ Groat’s houfe, the town would be neither the
better nor the worfe, nor the treafures of literature fuﬁ'cr any
defalcation from the dlﬁ'erencc. : '

The Bifhopric of Trent is about fixty miles long, and forty
broad---fertile, and abundant in wine, oil, fruit and pafture---and
pleafant, the beautiful river ,Adige' meandering through the
whole of it from North to South. The inhabitants are bigoted
Roman Catlmhcs—--you will the lcfs wonder, then, that the Bithop
thould have fo extenfive a Pnnmpahty, and an annual revenue of
forty thoufand crowns.

As I receded from Gcrmany, and advanccd towards Italy, I
found the air, the perfons and the manners of the People, to dif-
play a very great difference, and to refemble thofe of the Italians

more
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more than thofe of the Germans. Though Popith bigotry be
pretty ftrong in many parts of Germany, it no where there affumes
the gloomy, deteftable afpect that it does in Iraly.

And now, fince I have happened to mention the chara&ers of
thofe two People, I may as well, once for all, more particularly
as we are got to the verge of both, give you them in full; in both
which I am warranted in faying, that all who know the two will
agree with me. |

- Perhaps contra{t was never more perfedtly exemplified than in
a comparifon between the Germans and Italians; and that contraft
ftrikes more forcibly and fuddenly in pafling from one Country to
qu,e‘ other, than it would in,fo fhort 2 fpace between any two Peo-
iﬂe exifting. The Italians, jealous, revengeful, treacherous, diffem-
bling, fervile, vicious, fangﬁmry. idle and fenfual. The Germans,
on the contrary, open, good~natqred, free from malice and fubtlety,
labotious, fincere, honeft'and hoi'pitablc---and, with thofe valuable
qualities, properly complaifant. So happy is the chara@er of this
People, that to be German-hearted has long been a phrafe figni-
fying an honeft man who hated dsﬁimu]amm and their hof{pitality
was, even in the days of J viivs C&sAR, remarkable; for we
learn from him, that their houfes were open to all men---that

thought it injuftice to affront a traveller, and made it an
gruclc of their religion to prote@ thofe who came under thcu'
roof. Did not intemperance in eating and drmkmg dctra& from

their virtues, no People on carth would bear comparifon with
o them
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them for intrinfic worth, and particularly for integrity in deal-
ing. o : v L
The city of Trent, though not very large iz circumference, is
populous. The high' mountains which farround it, fubject it to
all the inconveniences of heat and cold---rendering the air excef-
fively hot in Summer, and extremely cold in Winter; befides which,
they expofe the town to dreadful inundations---the torrents that
defcend from the mountains being fometimes fo impetuous as to
roll large pieces' of rock thh them into 1t, and havmg feveral times
laid the whole place waite. EEE

There are in Trent many ftately Palaces, Churches and religious
houfes. ‘The only one, however, that I will parnculanze, is that
of Saint MARY MAjJoR, noted for a prodigious d4rge organ, which
can be made to counterfeit all forts of mufical inftruments, together
with the finging of birds, the cries of feveral beafls, and the founds
of drums and trumpets, fo exaitly, that it is difficult to diftinguifh

ctween the imitation and the reality. To what an end fuch an
inftrument fhould be fet up in a place of worfhip, T am at a lofs to
divine, unlefs it be to add to the nch, ufelefs lumber that fills all
thofe of Popith Countries.

But that which diftinguifhes this. Church ftill further, is, that
it is the place where the famous Council of Trent was held, con-
cerning the Reformation, at which four ‘thoufand perfons of a
public character, Laymen and Ecclefiaftics, affifted. This Council

fat eighteen years before it did any thing: but at laft the Pope
contrived
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contrived to get the afcendant; and, after debating and deliberating
{o long, not only the Proteftants, but even the German and French’
Nations,  refufed to receive its decrees, Certain of the Clergy,
finding the afcendancy that the negociation of the Pope was getting
in this council, faid.that the Holy Ghoft had been fent there from
Rome in a cloakbag! |

Trent once boafted a curioﬁty---which indeed fill remains,
though out of ufe---that, I think, would be found ferviceable in
moft towns in Chriftendom, and elfewhere too, and particularly at
Bath, and fuch places. It was a tower on the river Adige, into
which the ftream was conducted, for thé purpofe of drowning fuch
of the Clergy as were convi¢ted of having been too familiar with their
neighbours’ wives and’ daughtcrs!

- The People of Tmnt fpeak promifcuoufly, and indifferently,
both the German and Italian languages; but whether well or not,
1 was not adept enough to. difcover,

+ My next ftage was Baffano, a town in the territory of Vincenza
in Italy, fituated at-the end of a very long narrow valley. It is
watered by the river Brenta, which wathes that very rich, fertile,
ferene,. healthy and plentiful diftri@ of Italy, fo celebrated for its
admirable wines, as well as for its fine patture-grounds, rich corn-
fields, and prodigious abundance of game, cattle, and mulberry-
trees; from all which it is called the Garden and Shambles of

Venice.
The
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The next day I arrived at an early hour at Venice, the deferip-
tion of which I fhall not injure by commencing it with the mutila-
ted fragment of a Letter, and fhall therefore poftpone it to my next.

Thus, my dear FREDERICK, have I, in order to preferve the
unity and order of my progrefs, brought you through Germany
with a precife regularity, that, if I was not withing for your im-
provement, might be difpenfed with---yet have left much, very
much in;iced, untouched, in the confidence that you will yourfelf
have the induftry to find it out.

I confefs, my dear boy, that I have often, as I wrote, detected
myfelf in excurfions from the road into moral refleGion---but I
could not ftop: your improvement was my object in undertaking
the bufinefs ; and I could not refrain from endeavouring to incul-
cate fuch lefions as the’ progrefs of the work fuggefted, and as
imprefled my mind with a conviction of their truth and utility.

You muft have obferved, that there are two topics on which
I dwell very much---one, L1BerTY---the other, an abhorrence
of Bigotry and Superitition. But, before I proceed further, I muit
call to your remembrance what I have often faid, that by Liberty
I do not mean that which fome people now give that name to---
nor do I mean Religion when I {peak of Bigotry ; for true Liberty
is ftill more incon:patible with Anarchy than with Defpoti{m, and
Superftition is the greateft enemy of Religion.  Let the firft ohject
of your heart and foul be true Morality---the next, rational Liberty :

T © but
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but remember, that the one is not to be found independent of Re-
ligion, nor the other ever to be enjoyed but under the reftraining
hands of wholefome laws and good government---fuch as England
now boafts.

In'thefe times, when human opinion is actually polled on the
two extremes of political judgment, I know,that to {peak ration-
ally, is to incur the cenfure of both, or to be, as 'Popf; fomewhere
fays, ¢ by Tories called a Whig, by Whigs a Tory :” But I care
not---I {peak my opinion with the fair face of independence ; nor
would fcruple to tell the King of Pruss1a my hatred of Defpo-
tifm, or the Convention of France my abhorrence of Anarchy---
betwcen both of which the true and genuine point of Liberty lies ;
and England, thank Gop ! draws the line.

LETTER XXIV.

A T approached Venice, I was much delighted with
its appearance. Its ftately fteeples and noble buildings feemed as
if juft emerging from the fea, and ﬂqating on the furface of it ; and
it required no great firetch of fancy to imagine, that it undulated
with the agitated waves of its pafent the Adriatic. Onall the fur-
rounding coafts, nature and art feemed to have vied with cach other

® in
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in pouring the greateft profufion of their gifts, while thoufands of
mafls, fcattered like forefts over the furrounding bays, denoted that
Venice; not content vL'ith her own, fhared in the wealth and
laxuries of other climes.

It is indeed difficult to conccive a more extraordinary and
pleafing appearance than this city makes at a diftance, whether
you approach it from the fea or from the continent. Built not
like towns in Holland, where immenfe moles and walls pufh the
fea forward, and encroach on his dominion, it ftands on piles
erc&ed in the fea; and the foundations of the houfes almoft touch-
ing the water, gives it the appearance of floating on its furface.
The fteeples are feen at fea at the diftance of thirty miles; and the
profpect becomes more beautiful the nearer it is approached---
prefenting in many views the profpe& of floating iflands.

To eret a city thus upon the water, while fo many thoufands of
acres ftand unoccupied, at firft fight feems extraordinary---but all
thofc great and ftrange deviations from the ordinary path prefented
by Nature, have their fource in neceflity; and it is not till long
after the neceflity has been firft lamented, and afterwards obviated,
that experience comes into aid, and demonftrates, that, from her,
fecurity and utility have often arfifen. Thus it is with Venice,
who, fortified by her local fituation (the effort of neceflity), fits
fecure, and bids defiance to the world.

The place where Venice now ftands, is fuppofed to have been
formerly a marfhy ground, on which the Adriatic Sea had gradu-
ally encroached, leaving the more elevated parts of it above

T 2 water,
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water, and thereby forming a vaft number of little iflands, hence
called Lagunes: on thofe the fithermen of the neighbouring
fthores built their huts; and when Italy was invaded by the Goths
under ALARIC, and afterwards by that barbarous race, the Huns,
under ATTILA, both of whom {pread ruin and defolation wherever
they came, vaft numbers of people from the circumjacent fhores
of the Adriatic, particularly from Padua and Aquileia, fled hither,
and brought along with them immenfe wealth. Here they laid
the firft foundations on feventy-two diftin& little iflands, and cer-
tainly with huts, of a city which afterwards ftood almoft foremoft
in the naval and commercial world: as thofe iflands were built
upon, and became over-peopled, they gradually puthed forward
their piles, and built upon them again, till the whole became onc
vait city, extending to many more of thofe iflands beyond the
original feventy-two.

As it was indebted, in a great meafure, for its rife and im-
portance to the commerce of the Eaft, which then was carried on
by way of the Red Sea and Alexandria, when the paflage by the
Cape of Good Hope was difcovered, that trade declined, and Venice
declined gradually along with it.

It is amazing, what an extent of tcrriéory and accumulation of
power the Venetians once poffefled. Befides their prefent pos-
feflions, which comprehend the territories of Fadua and Veronas
the Vincentine, the Brefcians, the Bergamafes, the Cremafco, the
Polefin of Rovigo, Marca Trevigiana, the Patria del Friuli,and

Iftria, they had under their dominion the iflands of RRodes,
' Scio,
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Scio, Samos, Mytilene, Andros, Candia, the Morea, and the cities
of Gallipoli and Theffalonica: befides which, they, in conjuncion
with France, took Conftantinople, and remaincd for fome time
matters of that part of the Empire; and difputed the dominion of
Sclavonia, Croatia, Morlachia and Dalmatia, with the Kings of
Hungary, and contended with the Genoefe for the empire of the
fea: but of a great part of thefe, and their other conquefts, the)}
have fince been ftripped, almoft entirely, by the Turks.

As to the government ‘of Venice, I fhall not enter into any
particulars of its hiftory---It is called a Republic, and was once a
Democracy. The name remains, while that which gave it is
gone. It is, certainly, now a downright Ariftocracy---the pri-
vilege of fitting in the great Council being confined to the Nobi-
lity; and the Doge, under the name of Head, being no more than
a gaudy flave, loaded with fetters: yet, fuch is the idle fondnefs
of Man for fuperficial pomp, that this office is fought after with
avidity; for though his power be fmall, his ftate is very fplendid.
Hence it is faid, that the Doge of Venice is a king in his robes,
a fenator in council, a prifoner in the city, and a private man out
of it; and what is more extraordinary, is, that though he may be
depofed, he canuot refign-~--nor even decline the office, if he be
once chofen, without expofing himfelf to banithment, and his
effe&ts to confifcation.

The eftablithed rcligion of this State is the Roman Catholic;
but the Venetians are not bigots, and reject the fupremacy of the

Pope. Jews, Armenians, Greeks, and Proteftants, are allowed the
‘ exercife



exercife of their religion there; and, provided they do not inter-
meddle with flate affairs, of which they are ¢xtremely jealous,
even their Priefts, Monks and Nuns, may take almoft any liberties
they pleafe---a privilege that you may be affured is not neglected
by any of them.

As few places have excited greater admiration and attention
than Venice, {o none have been more copioufly defcribed by tra-
vellers, every one of whom may, when he returns to his native
country, give a very accurate account of the public buildings,
curiofities, paintings, &c. by only tranflating the book given to
him by his Valet de Place, or Cicerone, on his arrival there---It
is certain, Venice abounds with all thofe, particularly paintings ;
but I had not the time minutely to inveftigate ; nor fhould I have
the inclination, if I did, to defcribe fuch things: they are open to
you in many well written volumes, which I recommend to your
perufal. Such things, however, as ftrike me for their novelty,
or difference from thofe in other places, I will, as well as I can
recollect them, give you an idea of. .

To their local fituation they owe their fecurity---feparated
from terra ﬁr}na by a body of water of five miles in breadth, too
deep to be forded, and too fhallow for veflcls of force to pafs; and
on the other fides, by fcattered fhallows, the channels between
which are marked out by ftakes, which, on the appearance of an
enemy, they can take away; they bid defiance to hoftile army or
navy, and have not been reduced to the neceflity of erecting walls
or fortifications for their defence.

The



The firft peculiarity that ftrikes me, as arifing immediately from
their living, I may fay, in the fea, is the total exclufion of all fort
of carriages ; for thofe ftreets that are on firm ground are extremely
narrow and crooked; and on moft of the canals, fo far from having
a quay on either fide to walk on, the water comes up to the doors
of the houfes; {o that walking is but little known; for they get into
a boat off their threfhold, and their firft ftep out of it again is, ten
to one, on the threfhold of another.  This circumftance, though in
fome refpe@s it has its ufes, is, in others, extremely difagrecable,
as well as injurious; for, though thofe who have occafion to labour
have a fufficiency of exercife, thofe whofe condition éxempts them
from labour, and who,‘thercforc,' in all other countries, refort to
artificial labour (cxercife) for the promotion of health, are here en-
tirely cut off from all fuch means of it as we prattife, having nei-
ther hunting, fhooting, riding, bowling, &c. &c. nor can they have
them, unlefs they go to the Continent fot them. The chiefamufe-
ments of the Venetians are referved for the Carnival time, which
commence about a week after Chriftmas, and which, therefore, T
could not fee ; but, from the concurrent teftimony of all travellers
and the People themfelves, as well as from the evidence of my own
obfervation on the manners of the People, I am well warranted in
faying, are feftivals of debauchery, riot and licentioufnefs. This is
a fubje& on which T am, neverthelefs, difpofed to believe, that

more has been faid than truth will bear out---yet, a bare ftatement
‘ of
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of the truth would, I fear, bear hard enough upon the moral cha-
racter, or at leaft the piety, of the Vcnctians\. .

That mafquerades are the very worft {chools of vice, the private
anecdotes of the beau monde even in England might fuffice to de-
monftrate---That courte;zan§ are found loft to all fenfe of modefty
and common decency, the ftreets of London afford nightly proofs
---Therefore, that mafquerading (which is the chief amufement
of the Venetians) fhould cloak many crimes, and that their courte-
zans fhould be thamelefs and their women lewd, is no fuch wonder,
feciﬁé, as we do, thofe things in this Northern clime; but we
may, without any illiberality, fuppofe, that, from phyfical caufes
of the moft obvious kind, they are carried to a greater extent there
than here: though one of the moft enlightened and amiablc of all
travellers fays it would be hard to be proved, yet, with deference
to him, I think it may be rationally fuppofed.

There is an active principie in the mind of Man which will not
fuffer it to reft ; it muft l}évc fome materials to work upon. Mcn,
enlightened by fcience, have within themfelves a fund, and can

" never want food for contemplation ; but the many, in thofe hours
when a fufpenfion of labour or wordly bufinefs drives them
to expedients for the cmploymént of their time, are but too prone
to leave the mind to the guidance of the fenfes, and to cogitate on
vice till they with to pradifeit. Hence that homely but true fay-
ing, ¢ Idlenefs is the root of all evil.” In England we have a

variety
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variety of expedients which the Venetians want, whofe minds being
befides naturally more vivid, are more prompt to give a loofe to
the warm illufions of fenfual fancy. Thus prepared, they meet
the Carnival, when every thing confplres to give circulation to
indulgence ; and when thofe operations of the mind which with us
have fo many channels to difcharge themfelves, with them, like
a vaft ftream fuddenly confined to one narrow channel, burft forth
with an irrefiftible torrent, and carry away before them every bond
that religion or morality has 1aid down as reftraints on the exube-
rance of human paffion. The cuftoms and habits of the place and
time contribute to it; for, while the fevere rcﬂ:n&:ons of the fe-
male fex for the reft of the year fharpen both inclination and in-
vention on the one hand---on the other, the unbounded licenfe,
the univerfal change of habits, cuftoms and laws-—-the total fuf-
penfion of all diftinction, care, or bufinefs which take place at
that time, aided by perpetual mafquerade---and thofe moft conve-
nient of all receptacles, the gondolas, with tho_fc‘ moft expert and
forward of all pandars, the gondoliers---afford ample fcope to their
withes, and form " altogether a mafs of circumftances in favour of
vicious indulgence, not to be faun&in'any other part of Chriften-
donr; to refift which, thcj muft be more virtuous than any other
people---a point never yet laid to their charge by the beft-naturced

and moft extenuating of all thofe who have written upon that
fubject.

u . LETTER
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LETTER XXV.

"ProrricaTe though the People of London are, I
will not allow that it is fo vicious a city as Venice. That there
are in it, and indeed in all capitals, individuals who have reached
the higheft achme of fhamelefs debauchery and depravity, it would
be foolifh to deny : but that concubinage is practifed in the fame
open way, fo generally, or fo fyftematically as at Venice, no onc
will venture to aﬁ'ér't‘: I truft the day of depravity and indelicacy
is far removed from us, that ‘will exhibit a Britith mother : arranging
a plan of accommodation for her fon, and bargaining for a young
virgin to commit to his embraccs—--as they do in Venice---not as
wife, but as concubine. On that one cuftom of the Venetian
ladies I reft my pofition ; and have. no héﬁtation to avow, that all
the private concubinage of London amounts not to fuch a flagrant
confummation of moral turpxtudc and fhamelefs indelicacy as that
practice to which I allude. '

The Venetian men are well-featured and well-fhaped---the
women, well-thaped, beautiful, and, it is faid, witty: but I had
that within which robbed every obje& of its charms; and I might

fay
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fay with HamMLET, that ¢ Man delighted not me, nor Woman
cither.”---In fhort, not all the beauties and novelty of the place,
not all the pleafures that ftare the traveller in the face, and folicit
his enjoyment, not all the exquifite looks of the-ladies, could roufe
my mind from its mclancholy, or fix my attention---I grew weary
of Venice before I had been many hours in it, and determined to
grafp at the very firft opportunity that effered for my departure.

I had arranged, .in my own mind, a plan to proceed to Lata-
chea, a confiderable fea-port town in Syrm, and thcnce to Aleppo,
whence, as it was a great Eaftern mart,l entertamed hopes that I
fhould find a {peedy, or at leaft a cértain conveyance, by a caravan,
acrofs the deferts, to Bafforah, and little doubted but that I thould find
a vetlel at fome of the Venetian ports, either bound, or belonging
to a fea-port of fuch coxnmcmal confequencc, upon wh.lch I could
procure a pafiage---But in this I was dxfappomted for, on’the fulleft
inquiry that I could make, I found that there was only onc fhip
ready to fail, and no probability of any other for a confiderable time
after---I did every thing I could to avail myfelf of this conveyance,
but was difappdinted, owing to a young la&y being paffenger, who
was daughter to the owner of the veflel---and the old gentleman
did not approve of an Englﬁh Officer being of the party with his
daughter. I ufed every argument Wxthout fuccefs, urging the
Refident, Mr. STrRaANGE, who had behaved very politely to me
during my fhort refidence at Venice, to intereft himfelf about it:
I likewife entreated Mrs. STRANGE, an affable, plcafax{t woman,

Uz to
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to exert her endeavours, and made her laugh, by propofing t - her
to give me a certificate of my behaviour, and to pledge herf If to
the old gentleman that the happinefs or honour of his finily
would not be difturbed by me during the paffage.

Hearing, however, that a thip lay at Triefte, which wus to
fail thence fbr‘Alexan&ria in Egypt, I determined to embrace ‘hat

opportumzy, and, inftead of my former intended route, go to Grind

Cairo, thence to Sucz, dnd ib down the Red Sea, by way of Mecca,
to Moca, and thence to Aden, where company’s veffels, or India
country traders are always to be found going to one or other of the
Britith fettlements.

I accordingly fet out for Triefte, with all the impatience of a
fanguine mind, anxious to change place, eager to puth forward, and
full of the new route I had laid down---the charms of which, par-
ticularly of feeing Grand Cairo, the Land of Egypt, and the Pyramids,
werce painted by my imagination in all the glowing exaggerated
colours of romance. The Captain of the veflel was then at Venice,
and I accompanied him to Triefte, which is about fixty miles from
Venice.

Soon after our arrival at Triefte, I had the mortification to find,
that the veffel was by no means likcly to keep pace with the ardour
of my mind, and that, owing to {ome unforefeen event, her de-
parture was to be delayed; fo, after a few of thofe effufions which
may be fuppofed on fuch an occafion to efcape a man of no very

cool temper hanging on the tenterhooks of expectation, I found

it



(157 )

it neceffary to fit down, and patiently wait the revolution of time
and cvent, which nothing could cither impede or accelerate.

It has often been remarked, and is held as a point of faith by
Predeftinarians, that fome men are doomed by fate to difappoint-
ment---and that, when they are fo, no wifdom can obviate, no
vigilance provide againtt, nor no refolution refift, her decrees; but,
that, in fpite of all the efforts of reafon and induftry, a feries of
finifter events fhall purfue them through life, and meet them at
every turn they attempt to take. Such has been my lot for the
greatcft part of my life---but I have neither faith enough in Pre-
deftination, nor felf-love enough, fo far to blind me to my own
faults, as to fuppofe that lady Fate had any thing at all fo do
with it. No, no;t was often owing to a temper, warm, impatient
and uncontrouled, which, in almoft all cafes of momentary embar-
rafiment, chafed reafon from her office, ufurped her place, and
decided as chance directed. Let every man examine the grounds
of all his ferious difappointments in life with candour, and he will
find phyfical caufes to which to aflign them, without reforting to
{upernatural.  For my part; when I hear a man fay that he has
been all his life purfued by ill-fortune, I dire@®ly conclude, that
either he has been a blunderer, or thofe he dealt with, brutes. In
the ordinary operation of earthly contingencies, mifchances will
happen ; but an uniform life of mifchance can only arife from mif-
management, or a very extraordinary chain of human injuftice---

Thefe
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Thefe refletions arofe from the following incident :

I had procured a fervant to attend me on my journey, wh,

from my fhort obfervation of him, promifed to contributc ve.y

confiderably to my comfort, my convenience, and, indeed, to my

' fecurity as he was apparently honcft, fincere, active and clever

in his duty, and mafter of feveral languages, and particularly of th.-

lingua Franca, a mixture of languages, peculiarly ufcful mn tra-

velling through the Eaft. Finding that I was likely to be delayed a:

Triefte, and conceiving 'that in this interim letters from England,
for which I moft ardently longed, might have arrived at Venice for
me, I imprudently and impetuoufly fent him to Venice, for the
purpofe of taking them up, and carrying them to me. But guefs
what muft have been my feelings when I found, almoft immedi-
ately after his departure, that the veflel was preparing to fail, and
that I muft either lofe my paffage or my fervant: anxious though
I was to get forward, and grievous though my former delay had
been to me, I hefitated which to do; but prudence, for once, pre-
vailed over inclination ; and I determined, at all events, to depart,
under all the embarraffment attending the want of a fervant and
linguift, and all the poignant feelings of having been acceffary to
the difappointment, and perhaps the injury of a poor fellow,
whom I really conceived to be a perfon of merit. In our paffage
to Alexandria, we touched at Zante, an ifland on the coaft of
Greece, belonging'to Venice : it was anciently called Zacynthus---

1
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s about fifty miles in circumference, and contains fifty thoufand
:nhabitants. Never before had I tafted any thing equal to the de-
ticious flavour of the fruits of this ifland---the grapes exquifite,
and the melons and peaches of prodigious bignefs and unequalled
Havour. The ifland is abundantly fruitful in wine, currants, oil,
figs and corn, but is very fubjelt to earthquakes. Near the fea-
port which we entered is as great a curiofity in Nature as is any
where, I believe, to be found. Two fpring wells of clear freth
water throw up large pieces of real pitch, in fuch quantities, that,
it is faid, the people colle@, one year with another, one hundred
barrels of it, which they ufe in paying their thipping and boats.
In the firft ftages of melancholy, confolaticn is rejected by the
mind as premature. 'The heart, intent, as it were, upon fupping
full ot woe, difclaims all advances of comfort, and feeds on grief
alone. Hence the truly /kilful in the human heart confider pre-
mature confolation as an aggravation of woe, and comfort only with
condolence, well knowing that the tide of grief mufl take its
courfe, and that, until it be firft full, no hopes can be had of its
retiring. The full force of this I began pow to feel. The dif-
quietude of domeftic embarrafiment---the bitterne(s of feparation
from all I loved---the folitary fadnefs of ‘my fituation, wandering
througﬁ unknown countries---myielf unknown and unfriended---
aggravated at length by the lofs of my fervant, who was a fort of
prop to my fpirits---and my being caft into a fhip among a people
whofe language I little underftood, without any foul or one circum-

ftance
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ftance to mitigate my forrow, or confole me under it; all thefe, 1
fay, had wound up my feclings to the higheft pitch of fortune---
More miferable I could not be when the Ifland of Zante received
me, and, for the firft time for a fad feries of days, raifed me with
the tranfporting found of an Eﬁgli{h voice.

I have promifed, my FREDERICK, to give you a candid rcla-
tion, in hopes that you will improve by it: but if I thought,
that, on the contrary, any thing I faid thould tend to raife in your
mind a fentiment injurious to your principles, or refle®ive on
your father’s condu&, but to be an example and admonitory
guide to your own, I fhould condemn my candour and curfe the
hour that I wrote---but, I truft to your good fenfe and difpofi-
tion, with my care to dire® them; and fhall, but not without hefi-
tation, proceed. But, as I have already {pun out this Letter to fuch
an extent, I will defer my further rclation to another.

LETTER XXVL

A the time I fet out upon my journey over land to
India, I was (though married, and the father of children) very
young, naturally of a fanguine conftitution: my attachment to
the fair fex was no ways diminithed by a military education; and

a warmth
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ayarmth of temper, an ardent {enfibility of mind, and a frank
un ufpicious difpofition, left me but too often to regret the fa-
ccility with which I yielded to the charms of women. But the re-
gret for each error was willfully fmothered in vain determinations
of amendment---and the promifed amendment again broken in
up n by fome new error. Thus it was, till riper Yyears and cir-
cunftances of weight ftrengthened my reafon, and gave it in
forne greater degree that dominiop it fhould have over my
aciions. ‘ '

Circumftanced as I have in my laft Letter defcribed myfelf to
be, and conftituted by nature and education as I have mention-
ed above, I landed in the charming ifland of Zante, where
Nature herfelf feems to have confpired againft chaftity---mak-
ing the very air breathe nothing but tranfport and delight.
There 1 met a young lady, a native of England---extremely
pretty, highly accomplifhed, and. captivating in the extreme:
fhe had been at Venice for her education---was a complete
miftrefs of mufic, and exprefled an intention of following it
profeflionally on her arrival in England, whither fhe was going
paflenger in a veflel bound there from Zante. ‘To have accident-
ally met with a native of England, even of my own fex, in fuch
a diftant corner of the world, under fuch circumftances as mine,
juit efcaped from the horrid life I had for fome time led, muft have
filled me with joy: allowance, therefore, may be made for my
feelings on mecting this young lady, and for my thinking of

X fome
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fome expedicnt to prevent our feparation.  She laboured, perha s,
under the preﬁ'urc of feelings as difagreeable as my own, and ¢«-
prefled her fatisfaGion at mecting with a countryman f{o very -
cxpectedly. Referve was foon thrown off on both fides: -ve
entcred into a converfation interefting and confidential, which s1-
creafed my anxiety to keep her with me, and in order to perius fe
her to accompany me, I pointed out in the ftrongeft colours pci-
fible, the great advantages fhe might derive from her accomplif’-
ments in ixxdia,,wherc her mufical talents alone, exclufive of h.r
various captivating qualities, would be an inxehauftible nmune of
wealth. Infhort, I {0 very eagerly enforced my propofal to accom-
pany me, and time was {o very fhort, that the confented, and in two
hours we had arranged every thing for our departure together---
and here with fhame and forrow I confefs (nor fhall ever ceafc to
reget it), that this ecclaireciflement communicated the firft ray of
fubftantial pleafure to my heart that it felt fince I left London.
Thus far, our. proje&t failed before the wind: wayward ima-
gination had decked it out in the moft alluring drapery that fancy
could fabricate, and prevented us from feeing the impraéticability of
it, as it ftood in the nakednefs of truth ; and when it came to be
carried into execution, a thoufand difficulties occurred, that the
wildnefs of paffion, and the warmth of our feelings, had before
concealed from our view. In the firft place, it was neceflary for
her to obtain the confent of a lady to whofe care and protection
fhe was committed: in the next place, accommodations were to be

procured
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procared for her in the fame fhip with me---a circumftance of
moi arduous difficulty; befides which, a variety of other impedi-
me: ts---infuperable indeed---concurred to fruftrate our views, and
put an end to our project. If my pleafure at meeting her was
grect, my anguifh at’parting with her was inexpreffible. I had
once more to face the world alone; and, on the fecond day of my
fojcarning at Zante, embarked with a heavy heart, and fet fail for
Alcandria.  The laft difappointments we undergo, feem always
the heavieft; and this at Zante I thought at that time to be the
gre teft of my life. But---oh! fhort-fighted Man! bubble of every
delufive fhadow ! I never refleted, as I have fince done, what feri-
ous mifchiefs, what endlefs mifery, what lofs of time, means and
reputation, 1 may by that providential difappointment have
efcaped---for thefe are the almoft never-failing confequences of
fuch affairs. It too often happens, that the fyren who deludes a
man into her fnares, is the very pcgfon who inflits the deadly
wound into his heart. Avoid, my dear FREDERICK! avoid all
fuch, -as you would avoid plague, peftilence, or ruin---ftecl your
heart by timely refle¢tion againft their advances. In all your
tranfactions with women, like a good General in warfa.re, fecure for
your heart a retreat; for it will be too late to find that they are
unworthy when your heart is enfnared---and whea you find them
worthy of your affection, it will be time enough to give a loofe to
the fenfibility of your heart. A virtuous woman is beyond all
calculation to be valued, when fhe is found; but, alas! in finding

X 2 her,
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her, you may pafs through fo many fires ordeal, and .run fuch
dapgcf, that it is slmoft a doubt, whether a wife man (if he can
fetter his paffions) had not better, difpenfe with the blefling, than
run the hazard of fearching for it. .

On my arrival at Alexandria, I found, to my freth mortifica-
tion, that the Plaguc was raging all over Egypt---and as, if this was
not of ,i;fclf fufficient to block up my intended route, an irruption
of the Arabs, who in formidable bodies infefted all the roads, put
a pqripd, to all ‘my hopes of feeing Grand Cairo, and viewing
the curiofities of that Country, which all who, like us, have the
Bible put early into their hands, are taught to vencrate as foon as
they are taught to read. Here I thought to have viewed the
pyramids, whofe antiquity, origin, or intended ufe, have bafiled
the learned and ingenious inquiries of fo many ages---of behoid-
ing mount Sinai; the ftone of Mofes, the track of the Ifraelites,
all of which are faid to be clearly pointed out, and Geography
by that'means brought into the fupport of Sacred Hiftory. Thefe,
and many thinés, I did with to fee---they arc worth it: but
I have had fince reafon to believe, that my ill luck was not fo
great as I then thought it; for the fearch is dangerous, and made
prodigioufly eXpenfive by the exactions of the Mahomedan Magi-
ftrates. It is ai ' well, therefore, to travel over this Country in
books, which afford us good information, and motre of it, at an
cafier rate than you could purchafe it in the Country.

| Alexandria



Alexandria was built by ALExANDER the Great, foon after the
overthrow of Tyre, about 333 years before CurisT, and is fituated
on the Mediterranean, twelve miles Weft of that mouth of the Nile,
anciently called Canopicum. A very extraordinary circumftance
is related, asa proof of the fuddennefsof ALEXANDER's refolution to
build it: After he had directed the number of public fiructures,
and fixed the places where they were to ftand, there were no in-
ftruments at hand proper for marking out the walls, according to
the cuftom of thofe times: upon this, a workman advifed the
King to collet what meal was among the foldiers, and fift it in
lines upon the gronnd, in order to mark out the circuit of the
walls: the advice was followed, and the King’s foothfayer in-
terpreted it to be a prefage of the future profperity and abundance
of the city. This prophecy was certainly afterwards verified; for
it foon became the exporium of Commerce, of Arts and of
Sciences.

By the defcription of STRABO and other Ancients, it appears
that this city was built upon a plan well worthy the vaft mind of
its founder ; and the fragments of its ornaments afterwards com-
pofed a part of the grandeft cmbellithments of Rome and Conftan-
tinople. In the Mufeum of the Royal Palace, which occupied a
fourth part of the city, the body of ALExANDER was depofited ina
golden coflin---but the deteftable SeLrucus CisyoracTes vio-
‘lated the monument, took away the golden coftin, and {ubftituted
a glafs onc in its place. '

This
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This city, like moft others of antiquity, has been the fcene of
terrible maffacres. About two hundred years after its foundation,
it was totally depopulated i)y Proremy Puvscon---the very
few who efcaped flaughter, flying into other Countries. Defirous,
however, not to reign over empty houfes, he feduced inhabitants
from the neighbouring Countries; and again, for fome flight offence,
detcrmined on a general maffacre of the young men; and accord-
ingly, when they were one-day affembled in the Gymnafium, or
place of public exercife, he ordered it to be fet on fire, fo that all
perithed, either in the flames, or by the fwords of his mercenaries,
whom he had placed at all the avenues. Aftetwards, in the year
of CurisT 215, thcEmperor CARAcALL A, having beenlampooned
by fome of the inhabitants, ordered a general maffacre by his numer-
ous troops, who weredifperfed over the city.  The inhuman orders
being givc'n, all were murdered, without diftinction of age or fex ; fo
that, in one night’s time, the whole city floated in blood, and every
houfe was filled with carcafes: the monfter himfelf, retiring to
the Temple of Serapis, was all the time imploring the protection
of the Deity---a proof that practical devotion and the moft at-
trocious inhumanity may meet in the fame bofom.  As if this had
not been fufficient vcngcéncc, he ftripped the city cf all its ancient
privileges---ordered all ftrangers who lived there to depart---and,
that the few who remained might not have the fatisfa&tion of
feeing one another, he cut cff all communication of one ftreet with

another, by walls built for the purpofe, and glarded with troops.
Not-
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Notwithftanding thefe maffacres, Alexandria again recovered
its former tplendour---and was again facked by Amrou, the in-
famous Saracen---and all the intrepid youth of the city perifhed
with arms in their hands. The magnificence of the city may be
cltimated from the account written by AMrou to the Caliph: « I
have taken,” faid he, ¢ the City of the Weft; it is of an immenfe
extent ; I cannot defcribe to you how many wonders it contains :
there arc 4000 palaces, 4000 baths,” &c. &c:

The great advantages of the Eaft India trade, which was then
carried on by the Red. Sea, preferved Alexandria through feveral
revolutions ; but having fallen under the dominion of the Turks,
and the paffage round the Cape of Good Hope being difcovered,
a fatal blow was given to its commerce, and it has fince fallen to
decay. It is, however, even now, worth the attention of the claffical
traveller.  Entering the harbour, we pafled by the Ifland of Pharos,
where Proremy built the enormous Tower which was once the
wonder of the world; and, when riding within the port, nothing
could be more gratifying than to fee from thence that mixture of
ancient and modern monuments that prcfcﬁted themfelves to the
vicw, on which ever fide the eye could be turned.

Of myriads of antiquities which this place affords for the
infpc&ion of the curious, I fhall mention only two---One, the
Column of Pomrevy, on viewing of which, the remembrance of
that great and good man’s moft unmerited and cruel fate extracted

a figh from the bottom of my heart: this pillar engages the at-
tention
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tention of all travellers ; it is compofed of red granite ; the capital
is Corinthian, with palm leaves, und not indented ; the fhaft and
the upper member of the bafe are of one piece, ninety feet long,
and ninc in diamcter ; the bafe, a fquare of fifteen feet on each fide ;
the whole column is one hundred and fourtecn feet high, perfe@ly
well polithed, and only a little fhivered on the Eaftern fide. No-
thing can equal the majefty of this monument: feen from a dif-
tance, it overtops the town, and ferves as a fignal for veflels ;
approaching it nearer, it produces an aftonithment mixed with awe:
one would never be tired of admiring the beauty of the capital, the
length of the fhaft, nor the extraordinary fimplicity of the pe-
deftal. Some years ago, a party of Englith feamen contrived, by
flying a kite, to draw a line over the pillar, and by that means made
a kind of a fhroud, by which they got up, and on the very top of
of it diank a bowl of punch, to the utter aftonifhment of a mul-
titude who came to fee them; they broke off one of the volutes
of the column, but amply compenfated for this mifchief by a dif-
covery they made, as, without their evidence, the world would
not have known, at this hour, that there was originally a ftatue on
this column, one foot and ancle of which, of enormous fize, are
ftill remaining.---The other is the Obelifk of CLEoPATRA, of im-
menfe fize, and of one fingle piece of granite marble. Here I
obferved, too, a thick wall, with towers mouldering under extreme
age, which contained, in its face, fragments of architecture of

the moft exquifite workmanthip, fuch as broken columns, friezes,
&e.
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&c. ; thofe were the antique ruins of fome fallen pieces of anti-
quity, at the time that this antique wall was built: what, then,
muft be the length of time fince they had firft undergone the hands
of the workman? Thefe circumftances tend to demonftrate, that,
far back beyond the reach of our calculation, the Arts flourithed :
and when one thinks of the miraculous maffes of work done in
former ages---the magnitude of the picces of which thofe works
were compofed, fuch as whole columns and obelitks of a fingle
block of marble---the Coloflus of Rhodes, made of brafs, one foot
of which was placed on one fide of the harbour, and another on
the other fide, fo that {hips paffed between its legs-—we cannot
help yielding up the palm to the Ancients for ftupendous magnifi-
cence, however we may furpafs them for the ufeful, the elegant
and the good. ,

At Alexandria I remained about twelve days, till, wearied of
the confined ftate I lived in on account of the plague, I refolved to
devife fome means, if poffible, to get away, and at length h;red a
boat to carry me to the ifland of Cyprus, from whence I cvney
cluded, that I thould find no fort of difficulty in procuring a con-
veyance to Latichea, and {o proceed by my firft intended route. I
accordingly arrived at Cyprus in perfec fafety, where, to my great
forrow and aftonithment, I found that an epidemical fever, equal
in its effe&ts to a plague, prevailed: however, there was no alter-
native ; I muft run the rifque, and I difmiffed the boat that carried
me from Alexandria.

Y Although
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Although the etymologies of the names of places are of very
little importance, and moft frequently uncertain, I think it probable
that the Learned are right, who affert the name of this is derived
from - Kvmpo; (Cyprus)or Cyprefs---with which fhrubs the ifland
abounds. It had, in ancient times, a number of other names---
one of which was Paphia, whence Venus, who was worfhipped in
it, was called the Paphian Goddefs. It lies thirty miles Weft of
Syria, whither I was bound, ftretching from the South-weft to the
North-eaft, one hundred and fifty miles in length, and feventy in
breadth in the wideft part of it.

This ifland holds a very high rank in claffic lore---It gave
birth to fome great Philofophers and confiderable Poets---The
ApoftleBARNABAS was a native of it, and, affifted by ST.Pavur, firft
introduced Chriftianity among them. Famagufta, a town on the
Eaftern part of the ifland, oppofite to the thore of Syria, is the
ancient Salamis, built by TEvceR the fon of TELAMON, and bro-
ther of Ajax. '

" .‘;‘Symiﬂ'o, on the South-eaft, the beft port in Cyprus, is the
Amathus mentioned by Vircir in his Aneid, and by Ovip in
his Mctamorphofes: And Baffo, on the Weftern coaft, is the
Hapo; (Paphos) of antiquity, famous for the Temple of Venus.

As the branches of an Empire moft remote from the great feat
of Government are always more defpotically governed than thofe
nearer the fource of redrefs, Cyprus has been continually ruled
with a rod of iron fince it came into the hands of the Turks. While

it
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it was under the dominion of Chriftians, it was well-peopled, having
no lefs than eight hundred or a thoufand villages in it, befides fe-
veral handfome cities; but the Turks have {pread ruin and defolation
over the country, and it is now {o thinly inhabited that more than
half the lands lie uncultivated. ‘

The air of this ifland is now for ‘the moft part unwholefome,
owing to the damps arifing from the many fens and marthes with
which the country abounds---while, there being but few fprings
or rivers in the ifland, the want of a plentiful fall of rain, at proper
periods, diftreffes the inhabitants very much in another way; and
by means of the uncultivated ftate of the country, they are greatly
infefted with poifonous reptiles of various kinds.

The moft remarkable mountain in Cyprus is called Olympus---
a name common to feveral other mountains in Greece, particu-
larly to that in Theflaly, fo famous in the poetry of the Ancients.
That in Cyprus is about fifty miles in circumference: great part
of it is covered with woods; and at the foot of it are fine vineyards,
which produce admirable wine, not only in a {ufficiency for their
own confumption, but fome alfo for exportation-~-And although the
greater part of the ifland lies uncultivated, as I have before obferved,
it produces a fufficient quantity of corn, unlefs in feafons when
their harveft fails, in which cafe the people are eafily fupplied from
the continent. They have, befides, cattle enough for their own
confumption---Many parts of the country abound“with wild-fowl,

Y 2 . and
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and feveral forts of game, and they have plenty of fith upen the fea
coafts.

The trade of Cyprus is not inconfiderable, and casried on chicfly
by Jews and Armenians: the commaodities in which they deal are
wine, oil, cotton, wool, falt, filk, and turpentine-~-befides, it pro-
duces fevesal forts of earth, fit for the ufe of painters, particularly
red, black and yellow. '

Its moft wonderful production, however, is the famous ftone
AsGegr; (Afbeftos) inextinguifhable, or Awaip; (Amiantos) im-
pollutus, fo called from its extraordinary property of refifting
fire. It is related that the Ancients made out of this ftone a kind
of thread that would remain unconfumed in the moft intenfe fire,
It is even faid, that fome experiments have been made in modern
days, which have fufficiently proved that the thing is not a fiction.
In fuch extracrdinary queftions as this, though I do not pofitively
contradi®t, I always fufpend my belief, till fomething ftronger
than mere aflertion is offered te convince me.

There is one dreadful mifchief to which this ifland is fubje@---
In the hot feafon, locufts come from the Continent, in {warms fo
vaft and fo thick as to darken the fky like clouds. Thofe would
certainly devour all the fruits of the carth, if they were not driven
to fea by a North wind that ufually blows at the time of their
coming. When that wind happens to fail, which fortunately is
feldom, the confequeace is a total demolition of the fruits of the
Country.

The
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The whol¢ ifland, as well as particular towns, was entirely
confecrated to the Goddefs VENUS, who thence was called Venus
Cyrria, or Dea Cypria, and is reprefented by the Poets as
taking a peculiar pleafure in vifiting it---and this unqueftionably
arofe from the loofe habits and lafcivious temperament of the
women there, who certainly are, at this time, not remarkable for
chattity.

I muft confefs, however, that I felt grcat pleafure in entering
Cyprus---it was, as I have already ftated, claflic ground, and dedi-
cated to the Queen of Love. But a traveller who vifits it with
hopes of amufement, will be much difappointed; for in no one par-
ticular did it feem to me to refemble that Cyprus famed in the
Heathen Story and Mythology. Of the Cyprian Queen’s favours
the ladies feemed to boaft no one mark, fave the moft naufeous,
difgufting lewdnefs---and ‘the natural fertility of the foil is half
loft beneath the oppreflive yoke of the fervants of the Turkith
Government. Thus, in the extraordinary revolutions that human
affairs are inceffantly undergoing, that ifland which for its fuperior
beauties was fuppofed to be the refidence of Love, which gave
birth to the Philofophers Zeno, AproLLoNIUS and XENOPHON,
is now a miferable, half-cultivated fpot, peopled with a mixture of
wretched Turks, Jews, Greeks and Chriftians---groaning under
the tyrrany of a barbarous defpotic abufe of delegated power---
infefted with locufts which devour the fruits of the earth-~-and

difgraced
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difgraced by a race of ignom.nious women, who efteem it to be
an a& of religion to proftitute themiclves to all ftrangers.

Our Ricuarp the Firft made a conqueft of this ifland on his
way to the Holy Land, and conferred the Royalty of it on Guy
Lusionan, King of Jerufalem. The Venetians poffefied them-
felves of it in the year 1480---but, in the fixteenth century, the
Turks difpoffeflfed them, and have ever fince kept it under the
yoke---I thould have remarked that their wine is excellent.

" Continuing my route, I hired another boat, after only forty-
eight hours ftay at Cyprus, and proceeded for Latichea,” which, as
I have fomewhere before mentioned, is a confiderable fea-port
town of Syria, built on a promontory of land, which, running into
the fea, occafions its being continually refrethed with breezes. For-
tune, who had hitherto been not very liberal in her difpenfations,
now favoured me; for, juft as L arrived at Latichea, a caravan was
preparing. The Conful of the Turkith Company at Cyprus re-
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality---gave me a Letter
to the Refident at Latichea; and by his inftrution and affiftance,
after a very fhort flay, I fet out on my way to Aleppo with the
caravan.

As 1 fhall hereafter have occafion more particularly to defcribe
the nature of thofe caravans, I thall, for the prefent, tell you, that
this was compofed of no other beafts of burden than mules and
afles, of which there were not lefs- than’ three or four hundred in
number. : ‘

Mounted
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Mounted on a mule, I travelled along, well pleafed with the
fertile appearance of the country, and delighted with the ferenity
of the air---We were, as well as I can now recollect, near ten days
on the road; during which time we travelled only in the morning
early, and in the heat of the day repofed under the fhade of trees.

I was informed, that if, inftead of going to Latichea, I had
gone * to Scanderoon (otherwife Alexandretta), I fhould, in the
road from thence to Aleppo, have travelled through a Country, in
which the moft fingular and extravagant cuftoms prevail that exift
in any Country emerged from barbari{m---Several of thofe I heard;
but one in particular was, that the men proftituted their wives and
daughters to all comers---and that this originated from a principle
of religion, though there was every reafon to believe, that, like
many of their religious inftitutions, it was at laft made fubfervient
to the gratification of avarice.

On my way to Alleppo, I was met by a Mr. ————, an Englith
Gentleman, who had heard of my coming, and who, in the moft
kind and hofpitable manner, infifted upon my living at his houfe
inftead of the Britith Conful’s, where I thould otherwife have refided
during my ftay there; and his manner of afking me was o en-
gaging, interefting and impreffive, that I found it impoflible to refufe
him.

As the great public caravan had departed from Aleppo before
my arrival, and the expence of forming a private one on my ac-

count was too great, as I was travelling on my own account, and
had
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had no difpatches to authorife or enforce my departure, or bear
me out in the expence; I was coniftrained to remain at Aleppo
till fome eligible mode of travelling occurred, or another public
caravan was formed---This delay gave me an opportunity of (eeing
and informing myfelf of the city and furrounding country; the re-
fult of which, I fhall, inas thorta manner as poffible, relate to you
in a future Letter. It alfo gave occafion to one of thofe unhappy
incidents which I have fo often had occafion to lament, not from
any confcioufnefs of direét criminality, but for the fcope it gave to
mifreprefentation, and the injury which that mifreprefentation did
me in the opinion of fome of my friends.

END OF PART 1.
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &

LETTER XXVII

My prar FrepEerICK,

So long as the route of my journey lay through Eu-
ropean regions, little prefented itfelf refpecting human nature of
fuch very great novelty as to excite admiration or awaken curiofity.
In all the various Nations through which we have paffed, a certain
parity of fentiment, arifing from the one great fubftratum, Chrif-
tianity, gave the fame general colouring to all the fcenes, how-
ever they might differ from each other in their various fhadings.
Whatever diflimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or local
circumftance, may, in the revolutions of ages, have introduced into
their manners, cuftoms, municipal laws, and exterior forms of

A 2 worfhip
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worthip—the great Code of Religion and Moral Sentiment, re-
mains nearly the fame with all: and right and wrong, good and
evil, being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and afcertained
by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of condu&t of each to fo
clofe an approximation with that of the others, that, when com-
pared with thofe we are now to attend to, they may really be con-
{idered as one and the fame people.

In the Empire now bcfore us, were we to leave our judgment
to the guidance of general opinion of Chriflian Nations, we fhould
have, on the contrary, to contemplate Man under a varicty of forms
and modifications, fo entirely different from thofe to which habit has
familiarifed our minds, as at firft to imprefs us with the idea of a
total difruption from our nature, and induce us, as it has already
the generality of our pcople, to divorce them from a participation
of all thofe {fympathetic feclings which ferve to inforce the difcharge
of mutual good offices among men. Deducing all their principles,
not only of moral condu@, but municipal government, from a
religion radically different from, and effentially adverfe to, ours;
deluded by that fyflem into a variety of opinions which liberality itfelf
muft think abfurd ; unaided by that enlightened philofophy which
learning, and learned men, a&ting under the influence of compara-
tive Freedom, and afiifted by the art of Printing, have diffufed
through the mafs of Europeans; and living under a climate the
moft unfavourable to intelle@ual or bodily cxertion, they exhibit

a fpec-
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a fpcfacle which the philofophic and liberal mind muft view
with difapprobation, regret and pity—the illiberal fierce Chriftian
with unqualified deteflation and difguft: while, on their part, bi-
goted to their own principles and opinions, they look on us with
abhorrence, and indulge as confcientious a contempt of, and antipathy
to Chriftians, which I apprchend no lapfe of timne, without a great
change of citcumftance, will be able to cradicate.  Should Maho-
medanifm and Chriftianity ever happen to merge in Deifn (but
not otherwife), the inhabitants of Syria and Europe will agree tn
confider each other even as fellow-creatures. In Spain and Portu-
galy Jew, Turk, and indeed Proteftant, are without diftin&ion call-
ed hogs. In Turkey, Jews and Chriflians are indifcriminatcly
called dogs ; cach thinking the other completely excluded from
the pale of humanity, and well worthy the dagger of any TruE
BLLIEVER who would have the presy to apply it.

You will allow, my dear FrEDERICK, that it muflt have been
rather an important contemplation to your Father, to have perhaps
two thoufand miles to travel through the immenfe and almoft track-
lefs wilds of a country inhabited by fuch people, without the con-
folation of any others to accompany him in his journey ; for, unle(s
a public difpatch was to overtake me, there was little probability of
my having a fingle European partner of my fatigue and perils.

However, as the period was not yet arrived at which I was to

go forward, or even determine my mode of travelling, I endeavoured
te.
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to foothe my mind as much as I could into content, and to take
advantage of my ftay at Aleppo, to acquire all the knowledge pof-
fible of the place, that is to fay, of that city in particular, and of
the Turkifh government and manners in general,

A diftant view of Aleppo fills the mind with expetations of
great fplendour and magnificence. The molques, the towers, the
large ranges of houfes with flat roofs, rifing above each other, ac-
cording to the floping hills on which they ftand, the whole varie-
gated with beautiful rows of trees, form altogether a fcene magnifi-
cent, gay, and delightful : but, on entering the town, all thofe ex-
pected beauties vanifh, and leave nothing in the ftreets to meet the
cye, but a difmal fucceflion of high ftone walls, gloomy as the re-
cefles of a convent or ftate prifon, and uncnlivened by windows,
embellithed, as with us, by the human face divine. The fireets
themfelves, not wider than fome of the meaneft alleys in London,
overcaft by the height of the prifon-houfes on either fide, are ren-
dered flill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and filence that
pervade them ; while here and there a lattice towards the top, barely
vifible, ftrikes the foul with the gloomy idea of thraldom, coercion
and imprifonment. _

This deteftable mode of building, which owes its origin to
jealonfy, and the fcandalous reftraints every man is empowered by
the laws and religion of the place to impofe upon the women

configned either by fale or birth to his tyranny, extends not to the
6 infide
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infide of the houfes, many of which are magnificent and handfome,
and all admirably fuited to the exigencies of the climate, and the
domeftic cuftoms and manner of living of the inhabitants.

The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with mofgues
and appendant towers, called Minarets, from which cryers call
the Faithful to prayers ; and in fome of the fireets there are arches
built at certain diftances from each other, fo as to carry the eye di-
retly through them, and form a vifta of confiderable grandeur: but
all thefe are far from fufficient to counterbalance the general afpe@
of gloominefs and folitude which rcigns over the whole, and ren-
ders it {o peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to an Eng-
lithman who has enjoyed the gaiety and contemplated the freedom
of a city in Great Britain,

The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely numerous
in this city; indeed almoft as much fo as churches and convents
in the popifh countries of Chriftendom. There is nothing in their
external appearance to attract the notice of the traveller, or indulge
the eye of the archite ; they arc almoft all of one form——an oblong
quadrangle : and as to the infide, I never had an opportunity of
fecing one; none but Muffulmen being permitted to enter them, at
leaft at Aleppo.

The next buildings of a public kind to the mofques that deferve
to be particularly mentioned, are the caravanferas—buildings which,

whether we confider the {pirit of beneficence and charity that firft
fuggefted
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Juggefted them, their national importance, or their extenfive utility,
may rank, though not in fplendour of appearance, at leaft in true
value, with any to be found in the world.

Caravanferas were originally intended for, and are now pretty
generally applied to, the accommodation of firangers and travellers,
though, like every other good inftitution, fometimes perverted to the
purpoies of private emolument or public job: they are built at
proper diftances through the roads of the Turkifh dominions, and
afford the indigent or weary traveller an afylum from the incle-
mency of the weather; are in general very large, and built of the
moft folid and durable materials ; have commonly one flory above
the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and ferves for ware-
houfes to ftow goods, for lodgings and for flables, while the upper
is ufed merely for lodgings ; belides which, they are always accom-
modated with a fountain, and have cooks fhops and othesgonveni-
encics to fupply the wants of the lodgers. In Aleppo the Caravan-
feras are almoft exclufively occupicd by merchants, to whom they
are, like other houfes, rented.

The {uburbs of Alceppo, and the fun‘oundill'g country, are very
handfomne, pleafant, and, to a perfon coming out of the gloomy
city, in fome refpeits interefting. Some toffed about into hill and
valley lic under the hands of the hufbandman; others are covered
with handfome villas; and others again laid out in gardens, whither

the people of Aleppo occafionally refort for amufement.
4 The
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The roofs of all the houles are flat, and formed of a compofi-
tion which refifts the weather effectually. On thofe moft of the
people ﬂéep in the very hot weather . they are {eparated from cach
other by walls ; but the Franks, who live contiguous to one another,
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with regard to the
Turks, are under the neceflity of keeping up a friendly and harmo-
nious intercourfe together, have doors of communication, which
are attended with thefe fortunatc and pleafing advantages, that
they can make a large circuit without defcending into the fireets,
and can vifit each other during the plague, without running the rifk
of catching the infection by going among the natives below.

There is a caftle in the city which 1 had ncarly forgotten to
mention—The natives conceive it to be a place of great firength, It
could not, however, withftand the fhock of a few pieces of ord-
nance fera day. It is efteemed a favour to be permitted to fee it ;
and there is nothing to recompenfe one for the trouble of obtaining
permiffion, unlefs it be the profpe of the furrounding country,
~which from the battlements is exten{ive and beautiful,

Near this caftle ftands the Seraglio, a large old building, where
the Bathaw of Aleppo refides: the whole of it feemed to me to be
kept in very bad repair, confidering the importance of the place. It
is furrounded by a ftrong wall of great height: befides which, its
contiguity to the caftle is very convenient; as, in cafe of popular
tumults, or inteftine commotions, the Bafhaw finds an afylum in the

B . latter,
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latter, which commands and overawes the city, and is never with-
out 2 numerous garrifon under the command of an Aga.

Such is the fummary account I have been able to colle@ of
Aleppo, the capital of Syria; which, mean though it is when com-
pared with the capitals of European countries, is certainly the third
city for fplendour, magnificence, and importance, in the vaft ex-
tent of the Ottoman Empire—Conftantinople and Grand Cairo only
excelling it in thofe points, and no other bearing any fort of com-

petition with it.

LETTER XXVIII

Howsver faftion may agitate, or abufe irritate the
minds of men againft the executive branch of their Government,
the People of every Nation under Heaven are difpofed to think their
own Conflitutional Syftem the beft ; and the artful intertexture of
religion with Governments confirms them in that opinion, and
often configns the underftanding to unalterable error and illiberal
prejudice. It would be wondérful, then, if the Turkifh Conftitu-
tion, founded on the Koran, was not locked upon with abhorrence

3 . by



( v )
by the bulk of the Chriflian world; and more wonderful fiill, if

the outrageous zealots of the Chriftian Church, who for fo many
centuries engroffed all the learning of Europe to themfelves, thould
not have handed down with cxaggerated mifreprefentation every
circumflance belonging to the great cnemies of their faith, But
that, at this day of intellectual illumination, Mankind fhould be en-
veloped in fuch error and darknels, with regard to the government
of fo large a portion of the globe as Turkey, is extraordinary ; and
only to be accounted for by a reference, in the firft pl‘acc, to thofe
religious prejudices which we fuck in from our nurfe, and which
habit, inceffant document, and every part of our education, tend to
confirm in our minds; and in the next, to that indifpofition the
human mind feels to part with its old prejudices, and the general
indolence and incapacity of men to acquire knowledge by the ardu~
ous and fatiguing paths of ftudy.

The Turkifh Government is grofsly mifreprefented. Were our
opinions to be direted by the general belief of Europeans, we
thould fuppé)fc that the life and property of every being in that
vaft Empire were irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior
~—and that, without laws to prote@, or any intermediate power
whatever to fhield them, they were entirely fubject to the capricious
will of an inexorable tyrant, who, flimulated by cruelty, fharpened
by avarice, and unreftrained by any law human or divine, did

every thing to opprefs his fubjels, and carry deftruion among
B2 Maokind,
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Mankind. 1 firmly belicve, that, from the combination of ideas arif-
ing from thofe prejudices, there are few Chriftians who think or
‘hear of the Grand Turk, that do not, by an involuntary a& of the
mind, inftantly think of blood and murder, ftrangling with bow-
firings, and {licing off heads with cimeters.

As there is no part of your education more near my heart than
the eradicating illiberal prejudices from your mind, and fortifying
you againft their affaults ; I find it impoffible to refrain from giv-
ing you my opinion of the Turkifh Government, which I have been
at fome pains to collect, as well from oral information as from the
beft authors ; and which, though very far. from what a generous
and univerfally philanthropic difpofition would with them to have,
is very different from that which is generally attributed to them,
and unqueftionably far more limited in its powers than the Govern-
ments of feveral Chriftian countries I could mention.

The Conftitution of that country is laid down exprefsly in the
Koran. The Emperor of Turkey (commonly called the Grand
Seignior) is a defcendant of Mahomet, who pretendcd' he had the
Koran from Heaven: and he is as much bound by the inflitutes
of that book as any fubje& in his realm—is liable to depofition as
they to punifhment for breach of them, and indeed has been more
than once depofed, and the next in fucceffion raifed to the Throne.
Thus far, it is obvious, his power is limited and under controul, But

that is not all—It is equally certain that the Turkith Government is

partly
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partly Republican; for, though the People at large have no thare in
the legiflation, and are excluded by the Koran from it (which
Koran has eftablithed and precifely afcertained their rights, privi-
leges, and perfonal fecurity), yet there is an intermediate power
which, when roufed to exertion, is ftronger than the Emperor’s,
and ftands as a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and
them, This body is THE ULAMA, compofed of all the members
of the Church and the Law, fuperior to any Nobility, jealous of
their rights and. privileges, and partly taken from the People, not by
eleGtion, but by profeflion and talents.—In this body are comprifed
the Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of the reli-
gion and laws of the Empire : they derive their authority as much
as the Emperor from the Koran, and, when neceffary, a& with ail
the firmnefs refulting from a conviction of that authority ; which
they often demonftrate by oppofing his meafures, not only with
impunity, but fuccefs. Their perfons are facred ; and they can, by
means of the unbounded refpe& in which they are held, roufe the
People to arms, and proceed to depofe. But, what is much more, the:
Emperor cannot be depofed without their concurrence,

If, by this provifion of the Conflitution, the power of the Mo-
narch is limited, and the perfonal fecurity of the fubject afcertained,
on the one hand ; the energy of the Empire in its external opera~
tions is, on the other, very frequently and fatally palfied by it.
Declarations of war have been procraftinated, till an injuribus and

irrecoverable
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irrccoverable at of hoftility has been fuftained; and peace often
protradted, when peace would have been advantageous, The Ulama
being a numerous body, it has been found always difficult, often
impoflible, to unite fo many different opinions ; and nothing being to
be done without their concurrence, the exccutive power finds it
often impoffible to take a decifive ftep in a crifis of advantageous
opportunity, But as this code of laws and government is received
as a divine revelation, binding both Prince and People, and fuppofed
to be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be {ufficient to con-
fign even the Monarch to depofition and death.

As to the military force, which in the hands of all Defpots
has been made the inftrument of the People’s flavery, that of the
Turk could avail him nothing; and, whenever it does interfcre,
a@s only to his overthrow. The very reverence they have for his
perfon arifing from obedience to their religion, they are, 4 forsiors,
governcd by it, not him. He holds no communication with them ;
and the ftanding force of the Janiffaries is, compared with the mafs
of the People, only a handful. Some wild accounts, indeed, havce
ftated it at 300,000; but the belt informed fix it below 60,000, of
which a great part confifts of falfe mufters and abufes - great mulij-
tudes being cnrolled to obtain certain privileges anncxed to the office
of Janiffary, The fad is, that the chief force of the Empire is a
militia compofed of the People; who, with refpe to obedience
and fubérdination, are fo loofe that they leave their duty whenever

they
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they pleafe, without rcceiving any punithment, How far the Pcople
of Turkey are proteCted from the encroachments of power, will
appear from the recital of a fadt related by one of the beft and moft
liberal of our Hiftorians on that fubje@, and which is of too great
notoriety to be doubted. '

In the ycar 1755, the Porte, as it is called, or Palace of the
Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was burnt down: in laying the
plan for rebuilding it on the former fite, the leading confideration
was, how to contrive matters {0 as to render it fecure from accidents.
of a like nature in future; and it was determined that the only cer-
tain means to do fo was, to leave a fpace of clear ground all round
it, for which purpofe the contiguous houfes fhould be purchafed
from the proprietors, and demolifhed. All the owners of the houfes
agreed to the fale, except one old woman, who pertinacioufly refufed :
fhe faid the was born, and had lived all her life, in that {pot, and
would not quit it for any one. Now, in England, for the conve-
nience of a private canal, the Parliament would force her to fcll,
But what did they fay in Turkey ? When all the people cried out,
“ Why does not the Sultan ufe his authority, and take the houfe,
“ and pay her the value " No! anfwered the Magiftrates and the
Ulama, it is impoffible! it)cannot be done! it s her property.
While the power of the Monarch is thus limited, and the rights of
the People thus afcertained by the Koran, and in things manifeft

and open to view rigidly adhercd to, juftice between man and man

1
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is rarely adminiftered ; for, though the laws themfelves are good, the
cotrupt adminiftration of them difarms their effect, and diftorts them
from. their purpofe. The venality of the Judges is beyond con-
ception flagitious and barefaced ; and their connivances at falfe wit-
nefles fo fcandaloufly habitual, that teftimony is become an article
of commerce, and can he procured with a facility and at a price
that at once ftamps an opprobrium en the cougiry, and furnithes
matter of wonder to the confiderate mind, how, if Judges are flagi-
tious and fhamelefs enough to be guilty of it, the People can bear
fuch a pernicious fyftem fo long. Hence flow all the cenfures, on
the laws and government.of that country—hence moft of the
impediments under which its commerce and agriculture languith ;
while the altual written laws of the realm are, if duly admini-
ftered, fufficiently adequate to the fecurity of propefgy, the regula-
tion of commerce, the repreflion of wice, and the punithment and
prevention of crimes. |

In endeavouring to guard your mind againft an illiberal, vulgar
prejudice, I have flated to you what the Turkith Conftitution is,
and what the Laws; but you muft not carry what 1 have faid to an
overfirained or forced interpretation. I would net have you infer
that the People are well governed 5.1 only fay, that their Conftitu-
tion contains within it the means of better government than is fup-
pofed. I would not have you infer that property is always fecure ;
I barely {fay there are laws written to fecure it. This too I with to

imprefs



imprefs on you, that the common people' are more frée, and that
property and life are better fecured, in Turkey, than in fome Eu-
ropean countries. I will mention Spain for one. Like the country
we are now contemplating, fear keeps them, as difunited individuals,
under paflive obedience in ordinary cafes ; but, unlike the Spaniards,
when notorioufly aggrieved —when their property. or religious code
is forcibly violated—when the Prince would riot in blood, and
perfit in an unfuccefsful war—the Turks appeal to the Law ; they
find a Chief; the foldicry join their ftandard,®and depofc or deftroy
him, not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upon the le-
gitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, and a viclator of the
laws of Gop and Mahomet—They always, however, place his rc-
gular fucceflor on the Throne. Yet, notwithftanding the general
venality which pollutes the fountains of Juftice, and notwithftand-
ing the great abufe of power to which I have alluded, their in-
ternal pelicy is, in many refpeés, cxcellent, and may be compared
with advantage to that of any Nation in Europe. Highway-robbery,
houfe-breaking, or pilfering, are little known and rarely pradifcd
among them ; and at all times the roads are as fecure as the houfcs.
Ample provifions too are made againft thole petty feeret frauds,
which many who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an
action of damages againft one that (hould call them rogues, pradlife
every day. Bakers are the moft frequent victims of juftice, and
arc pot infrequently {feen banging at their own doors.  They are

C muldted



( 18 )

mul&ed and baftinadoed for the firft and fécond offence, and om:
the third, a ftaple is driven up in their door-cafe, and they are hanged
from it. Notwithftanding which, men are conflantly found hardy
enough to purfue the fame courfe of pradice; and this is the more
extraordinary, as the police is fo ftriCtly attended to, that the Bathaw
or Vizir himfelf goes about in difguife, in order to difcover frauds
and deteét the connivances of the inferior oﬂicer"s‘of juftice. But
what will our great Ladies, who confume their nights, deftroy their
conftitution, and fqua;tier their hufbands’ property in gambling;
who afterwards, to repair their fhattered finances, have recourfe to
the infamous expedient of keeping gaming-houfes, and endeavour
to recover by degrading means what they have lolt by folly, to the
difgrace of themfelves and family, and the thame of their fex and
rank—What will they fay when I tcll them, that gaming is hcld
among the Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a gamefter looked
upon with more deteftation than a highway robber? The Turkith
Ambaffador and his train will, on their return to their country,
have to tell a curious tale of this much-famed ifland, in that and

other refpeéts.

LETTER



LETTER XXIX.

Prrjupice, that canker of the human heart, has in-
jured mankind by impeding perfonal intercourfe, and thereby clog-
ging the channel of intelle€tual improvement: it forbids that inter-
change of fentiment—that reciprocal communication of opinion—
that generous circulation of intelle®ual wealth, which, while it cn-
riches another, advances itfelf—it diffevers the bond of focial union,
and makes Man fit down the gloomy, felfith pofleflor of his own
miferable mite, with too much hatred to give, and too much pride
to receive, thofe benefits, which Providence, by leaving our naturc
fo unaccommodated, has pointed out as neceffary to pafs between
man and man: under its ipfluence we fpurn from us the good, if
we diflike the hand that offers it, and will rather plunge into the
mire than be guided by the light of any one whofe opinion is at
variance with our own. '

Thus it is between the Turks and us—~the little of their affairs
which the prejudices of the Mahomedans have allowed themfelves to

communicate, or fuffered others to glean among them, has been in
Cz2 general



( 20 )

geneeral fo mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprefented by the prejudices of
the Chriftians, that it is not going beyond the truth to fay, there exift
not a peop]cwin the civilized world whofe real hif{or).' and genuine:
fate are fo little known as thofe of the Turks : and the worft of it is,
that not one mifreprefentation, not one fingle miftake has fallen on the
generous, charitable fide ; but all, all without exeeption tend to re-.
prefent the Turk in t,he“;hoﬁ degraded and deteftable point of view.
As the purity of the ‘Chriftian does not allow him to be guilty of a
wilful,ﬂuncharimble mifreprefentation, we fhould attribute it to un-
avoidable error, were it not that, till fome late authors whofe libe-
rality does them honour, they all walked in the véry fame track,
and could hardly have been fo uniformly erroneous from defign.
We muft therefore attribute it to religious zeal and miftaken piety ;-
in which, in this inflance alone, they feem to be reputable competi--
tors with the Turks. The morofenefs, the animofity, and the fu-
percilious felf-poffeflion of the bigot, each holds in- common with.
the other. ) . |

One firiking feature in the Conftitution of Turkey is, that
neither blood nor fplendid birth are of themfelves fufficient to re-
commend a man to great offices. Merit and abilities alone are the -
pinions which can lift ambition to its height. The cottager may be
exalted to the higheft office in the Empire ; at leaft there is no abfo-
lute impediment in his way ; and I believe it has often happened.

Compare this with France under its late Monarchy, where no merit
could
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eould raife 2.man from the Canaille: this, I fay, is one of the crites-
rions of a free Conflitution,. and Turkey is fo far democratic.

The very firft principle ingrafted in the minds of the Mahomedan.
children, is a high.contempt of all religions but their own ; and from
the minnte babes are capable of diftinguithing,.they are taught to
call Chriftians by the name of. Ghiaour, orlnfidel: this grows up
in their. manhood fo frong in them, that they will. follow a Chriif-
tian through the flreets, and even juftle agaiaft him with contempt,
crying, Ghiaour ! Ghiaotiv! or Infidel ! Infidel f*~Men of dignity
and rank, indeed, will treat Chriftians with courtefy.; but as foon as
they are gone out of hearing,. will call them Dog! This is mon-
firous! But let us recolled how a Turk would be treated . in Spain
ar Portugal, and we fhall fee that mhuman,blgotry may be found in
a greater. degree among Chriftians than even Mabhemedans. In Spain-
or Portugal they would treat them thus :—the common people would’
call them Hogs ; they would juftle them alfo in ‘oorlltempt ; and what
is more, they would ftab them (it has often happened) por amor de
Dies ; and as to the people of rank, they would very confcientioudly
confign them to the Inquifition, where the pious Fathers of the:
Church would very pioully confign them to the flames, and coolly
go to the Altar, and pray to Gop to damn them hereafter to all.
eternity. So far the balance, I think, is in.favour. of thc Turks..
Necd I go farther ! —1 will.—

The Mahomedans are divided into.-two Se@s, as the Chriftians

are
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are into many. ‘Thofe are the Se& of  Ali, and the Se& of Omar.
Now, 1. have never heard among them of one 8¢t burning the
other deliberately : but the .Roman Catholics, even now, burn Pro-
teflants by juridical {entence—burn their fellow Chriftians to death
for differing from them in a mere {peculative paint of do&rine.
Which then are the better n)én.? I am fure it is unneceflary to fay :
though bad are the befte,

The Turks are allowed, by thofe who know them beft, to have
fome excellent qualities ; and I think, that in the prodigality of our
cenfurg, which, though little acquainted with them, we are forward
to bcftow, it would be but fair to give them credit for many of
thofe good qualities, which even among ourfelves it requires the
greateft intimacy and the warmeft mutual confidence and efteem to
difclofe or difcover in each other. That they have many vices is
certain. ‘What people are they that have not? Gaming they deteft ;
wine they ufe not, or at leaft ufe only a little, and that by ftealth ;
and as to the plurality of women, it can in them be {carcely deemed
a vice, fince their religion allows it.  One vice, ard cne dnly, of a
dark dye is laid to their charge ; and that has been trumpeted forth
with the grievous and horrid addition, that though contradi®ory to
nature, it was allowed by their religion. This I have reafon to
helieve is one of the many fabrications and artifices of Chriftian
zealots, to render Mahomedanifm more odious : for I have been in-
formed from the moft competent and refpetable authority, and am

therefore
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therefore perfuaded, that the deteftable crime to which I ellude, is
forbidden both by the Koran and their Municipal Laws; that it is
openly condemned by all, as with us; and that, though candour
muft allow there are many who pracife it (by the bye there are
too many in England who are fuppofed to do the fame), there are
none hardy or fhamele(s enough not to endeavour to conceal it;
and, in fhort, that it is appaz.'cntly as much reprobated there as any
where ; which, at all events, refcues the Laws and Religion of the
Country from that Rigma.

Perhaps there is no part of the world where the flame of pa-
rental affection burns with more ardent and unextinguifhable
firength, or is more fzﬁthfully returned by reciprocal tendernefs and
filial obedience, than Turkey. Educated.in the moft unaffected
deference and pious fubmiflion te. their parents’ will ; trained both
by precept and” example to the greateft veneration for the aged,
and feparated almoft from their infancy from the women, they ac-
quire a modefty to their fuperiors, and a bathfulnefs and refpectful
deportment to the weaker fex, which never ceafe to influence them
through life, A Turk meeting a woman in the fireet, turns his.
head from her, as if looking at her were criminal ;. and’ there is no-
thing they deteft fo much, or will more feduloufly fhun, than an
impudent, audacious woman, To get the better of a Turk there-
fore, there is nothing further neceffary, than to let flip a mego at:

him, and hc inftantly retreats..
\
Since
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Since the arrival of the Turkith Ambaflador in London, I' have
had frequent occalion to obferve, that the people of his train have
been already, by the good example of our Britith Belles and Beaux,
pretty much eafed of their national modefty, and can look at the
women with as broad and intrepid a ftare, as the greateft puppy in
the Metropolis. :

Their habitual tendernefs and deférence for the fair fex, while
it {peaks much for their manly gallantry, muft be allowed by can-
deur to be carried to an excels extravagant and irrational. It is the
greateft difgrace to the charalter of a Turk to lift his hand to a wo-
man: this is, doubtlefs, right, with fome limitations; but they
carry it {o far as to allow no provocation, be it what it may, fuf-
ficient to juftify ufling force or ftrokes to a woman; the urmoft
they can do is, to {cold and walk offi The confequence of this is,
that the women often run into the molt violent exceffes. There
have been inftances where they have been guilty of the moft furious
outrages ; where they have violated the laws in a colle@ed body,
and broke open public ftores of corn laid up by the Government :
the Magiftrates attended, the ]aniﬁ'ﬁries were called, and came run-
ning to quell the riot—but, behold they were women who committed
it: they knew ro way of refifting them, unlefs by force ; and force
they. could not ufe : fo the ladies were permitted quietly to do their
work in defiance of Magiftrates, Law, Rigiu, and Reafon.

Among the varicty of errors and moral abfurdities fulicly

4 aferibed
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afcnbcd tb the" Mahomedan Religion, the exclafion of Women from
'Paradtfe hol&s a vcry confpxcuoua place; as a chai'gc equally falle
‘acid ibfmﬂ ot the contrary, the Womet ﬁaw: their fafts, their ablu-
‘tions, and the other religious rités deemod %y ‘Mahomedans necef-
fary to falvation. Notwithftinding, 4t hay ‘been the pradtice of tra-
vellers to have recourfe to inveation, where the cuftoms of the
countr'y precluded poﬁtwe information ; and-to give their accounts
rather from the fugge&wns of theit’ an prqmdtccd imaginations,
than from any fair ‘inferences or conclﬁﬁons drawn from the facts.
that came under their oblervation, et

LETTER XXX~

_ Tue fubje@ T touched upon in my laft three letters, and
on which this, and probably fome fucceeding ones, will turn, is at-
tended with circumftances of great dehcacy, and may poffibly bear
the afpe@ of at leaft a dubious impott, as touching the great point
of Religion. I’ will therefore, before I proceed further, explain
to you (leﬂ; it thould reqmrc exp‘hnatwn) tbc whole feope of my
meaning

D My
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My ohijet throughotit the whole of what I have faid refpecting
the Turksi,“{s to war- witﬁ pwe}ndice, not to draw comparifons :—to
fhew that where the Mﬂmmcﬂam are vicious or enflaved, lt is not
the faukt' of their Rehgxan or thmr Laws:—to convince yoa, the
Turks are not the on‘ly penplc in'the world, who, under all the ex-
teral forms of fanaixy and religion, are capable of the moft de-
teftable crimes, and fomcumes utterly bereft of all pretenfions to
charity—and that, wiuic they have been held up as a perpetual
fubjeét of Yeproach and accufatwn, they were cdmmxttmg only juft
the fame cnmcsm ccuﬂ'uencc might have retorted ‘on their ac-
cufers. If allowance c&m ‘be at all made fat hiftorical mifreprefenta-
tion, we may ’pcfhaps be dxfpofed to conﬁder that of the ignorant
Catholic Mxiﬁonanes of the early ages, a8 entitled to fome excufe,
or at leaft mmgmﬁn. 'The mtempemte zeal of  thofe- times forbade
the full exercife of ﬂze rasﬁbnal faculries ; but in this age of illumi-
nation and hberahty, ”he that Falfifies from polemical mahce fhould
meet little quarter aﬂd ,lcfs belief. And it muft be grievous to all
men of virtue mdmﬁgiea to refled, that churchmen, di{mples of
the Chriftian thmh, which"thould be the fountain of punty and
truth, -have been foremoﬁ in the lit of falfifiers, :

The dxﬂiculty of obtaunmg information of any kind in Tm'key,
is wery great; of thm' Religion chu:ﬂy t.hey are extremely tenae
cious; and as to thﬂ! Wt:men, it is allowed by the beft-infarmed
men, who have lived there for many years, in departments of life

: that
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that gave them the beft means of obtaining information Europeans
can have, that, at beft, but a very imperfe&t knowledge ¢an be had
of them. Yet travellers who probably never- migrated farther than
“ from the green bed to the brown,” have given.us diffufe dccounts
of their religion ; and adventurers who never were beyond the puslieus
of Drury, have fealed Seraglio walls, and camcd off’ the favouriteg .
of Sultans, . ‘ ,

The truth is; xﬁy dear FREDERICK, the - Turks, ‘l.ike all other
people, have their fhare of vices, but are by no means :couutenanced
in them by their Reiigien ‘and from what I have been able to col-
le&, as well from my own inquiries and obfcrvattons, ag from read-
ing the beft Hiftorians, 1 am perfuaded that they have not, in the
whole fcope of Mahomcdamfm, one do&trine fo_fubverfive of vir
tue, or fo encouraging to the indulgence of vice, as many that are
to be found in that curious code, Popery. ,

The malice of ocur intemperate zealots againft- Mahomedanifm
has been of courfe extended to its- founder with more than common
exaggeratwg and additions, They bave reprefented Mahomet to be
a man of mean migiﬁ, poflefling a-'mind unenlightened. by Science
or Literatﬁre, and an underflanding and faculties naturally grofs.
All thofe fuggeflions are undoubtedly falfe ,-——hc fprung from the
moft noble of all the- Ambxan Tnbes—-—the Corazihxtes : at his time,
poverty, fo far from bemg a rcproach among them was a marL of
every thing that was great and dxgmﬁed if fupportcd Wlth magna-

D2 : nimity
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nimity and fortitade; and the two firR Caliphs lived as poor as
Mahomet himfelf, although they had immenfe revenues, command-
ed’vaft armies, and were lords of great provinices. As to his un-
derftanding I can only fay, that -perhaps he was the very. laft man
in the world whofe intelleGual powers, fhould be called j in queftion,
His genius was unboumded, his fpirit, . enterprifing, his powers of
addrefs were umqualled hf.' was. allowed to be the greateft orator of
his time ; and yet, with all thefe. qualxﬁcauqm, his underftanding
was ﬂgg&xmi 1’8 is, a logical truth that when people prove too
much;’ they pmv:; nothmg at all our Chriftian zealots, in this in-
fiance, - have overfhot the mark, and thercby rendered all their other
information at leaft doubtful, Perhapa the confummation of all
policy was  Mahomet'a pretendmg to-be an .idiot, - in order to make
“his great and wanderful effufiens appear to be the immediate infpi-
ration of Heaven—¥e called himfelf Tuz Iptor Proeuet *,
The whole.of - Mahnmedamfm may be x‘edﬂccd fimply to this
one article of Faith-<* There is but one Gon, and ManoMET s his
* Prophet ;" -but cupbn this they have fuperinduced, from fime to
thine; fuch a variety of ahfm*dmes as. would require volumes to de-
{cribe : however, in ftrict -candour let us refledt, and afk our own
hearts the queﬁibq,- whether fpﬁfi,nkl‘i;ng with holy water, or. worfhip-
ing a it of white ivafcn a8 Gop, ean be exceeded, or are.lefs abfurd
o ' than
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than the periodical ablutions of the Turks, or. their going on a pil-
grimage to Méeca? TR ‘

With regard to the Women, I ba‘ve faid befpre that. the beﬁ in-
formation we can obtain is very imphrfed ; rall I have been able to
colle&, yon thall have: They* ate formed in 2 ﬁylc of the moft ex-
quifite fymmetry, particularly about the cheft and bofom ; they- have
delicate fkins, regular features, black hair and eyes, and are, abovc
all other beings, clcarﬂy and neat in their perfons, ‘bathing twice a
day regularly, befides on other occafions,’ and not fuffering ever the
fmalleft hair to remain upon theit bodies, - They are kept in the
moft rigorous confinement, and only perfons:of ill fame paint. Wo-
men of charalter are there chifte—nor is their chaflity to be at-
tributed to reftraint merely, for, from their infancy they-are trained
to difcretion and felf-fubjection; and the modefty natural to the fex
is cherithed from-its firft dawnings. - When they grow up, they
are not, like our women here, {fubjedied to the. contagion of infamous
gallantry ; neither are the men trained to, nor do thcy pride them-
felves; like fome among' us; on the arts of feduion. In fad, that
pra&me makes no part of the’ accompixﬂxmcnts of -their fine gentle-
men ; nay, it is held by.them tobe infamous. There are no fuch
characters to be found in Turkey as your box—lohby loungers—nonc
of your upftart cubs like thofe who daudle the beft part of the day
through Pall-Mall, St. James s-fireet, and Bond-ﬁreet who, with-
out birth, wcal:h educatxon, or. parts, fancy themfelves fine fellows,

and
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and powdcr their nofes in Ladies’ hcad—dzeifcs, whifpering them in
order to et the reputation. ot ga!lamtry who' frut like Bantam
cocks, and aﬂ'ume a fierce ait te comud their confcmus want of {pi-
rit ; and dreffed in a fuit of regxmentah, bought hy Papa, at Mama’s
requeft, to exhibit fwveet Maﬁer Jacky to advantage in the Park—
though never to be foiled thh gunpowder, or pcrforated with a ball
in the nafty ﬁeld of battle ! 1 11—My dear Funnnxcx I have often
told you that you {hall makc choice of your own grofeﬂion- If you
ihould choo[e “any of the leamed profciﬁona, you may fail in it
thhout nhlhonour for many of the ebleft men have failed before :
but, ma.rk me ! avm.d the military a8 you ‘would ruin, unlefs you
have the requifites ; let not the glitter of a fearlet coat, or the empty
name of a foldier, tempt ;you to be like one of thofe miferable ani-
mals I have deﬁ:nbcd. Thete ‘may be. chara@ers moxe wxcked—-[
know none fo utterly conf&mptxbie. o i

All emcma m.bad hut the cxceedmgs Qf vmc, even wherc
thcy run into emoc, are iﬁll prcferablc to vice, ' However ludxcrous
it may appesr, we cammt abfolutely dc{pre or mndema the prudery
of the Turkith womcn, though it runs into fuch extravagance, that,
when feedmg their poultry,_ :hgy keep caxefully veded if thers hap-
pens to be a cock among them, fo fafhdmuﬂy averfe are they to the
odious male creature feeing thcn‘ pretty fa&ea. :

When the cnrcnmﬁances under wiuch the Turkxfh wqmr.n ﬁand
are conﬁdcred, :t muﬁ appear amazmg ﬂmt chaﬁzty, rom prin-

: " ciple,
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ciple, is univerfal among them, a5 it xs confeﬁ'ed to be: the mature
of man unges him to defire, with grmtcﬁ aiduur, that which is moft
forbidded ; and women who are much conﬁncﬂ, may well be fup-
pofedto have their paﬁians inflamed by the’ exaggerated ‘workings
of the imagination. ' Inﬁdeht'y, however, to the nmmagc-bed is
much lefs frequent among the fen there, than among the women
here; and the tide of fathion, whith in this country gives fuch a
rapid and irrefiftible ‘circulation to vice and adultery, runs there in
an oppofité dire@ion ; and contrary 10 our cu&oms no man is fo
unfaﬁnonable in Turkey as he that has mtserrupted the domeftic
peace of a family by feduétion.” ‘

Among the many *virtucs which may wnh ﬁn&: juftice be
afcribed to the Turks, holpitality holds a confpicuous placc. It is
not confined to common civility, it extends’ to perfonal prote&xon.
Many deem it abfolutely their duty to rifk their hves in defence of
their gyefts ; nor will any mouve, however cogeut, be ‘altowed to
Juﬁxfy the vmlauon of it.. Nﬁy, fo. fich a fy{tem is it carried up,
that an engagement with 2 ﬁmnger s aeceptc& as an excufe for not
obeying the fummons of. wgreat man, when 5o other apolagy, not
even that. of mdxfpoﬁtmn, ’wnnld be admitted. :

While the Turks abhor and defpde all other religions but their
own, their Govemment is by no means istolerant in fpiritual con-
cerns. The. cxcrcafe of all rahgxons is free, and at Conﬁantmople
{we are toId) Monks drefs in their habits, and are allowed at funeral

' 8 ~ proceflions
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proceflions to elevate the Crofs, which is more than the ‘Engliih
tyranny allowed the Roman-Catholics of Ireland to doy till very
lately : a Turk; however, convitted of apoftacy, could net by any
means efcape death, ‘Meantime: it niuft ‘b’ obferved, that if they
keep up & decent femblance" of the forms of their religion, no. in-
trufive inquiry is made into their real faith: and though it is.one
of the 1n3un€twns of Mahomet to endeavour to convert Unbehcvers,
and they fometimes A" “obedience o that cominand folicit the con-
vetfidn df Chnﬁtms and others; 'they never fail to confider any
rcncgado of perfon who becomes a cmmm, wrth comcmpt, if not
diffike. < e w0 eh |

i' will "Gonclude fhu letter w:th an extra& fmm that moft valuq.
able and accurate ‘wod:, Ruﬂ'el Hlﬁoty Gf"A}cppe, which' will
give you a bettet;’ Wﬁe ‘a”true; notion »af,;,"{"uahﬂh morals, than
. you are hkely*tb rccé.wc from general opistici. % Upon the whole,”
fays he, whcther it b afcr}bcd 10 ‘the mﬁneﬁce +of - their “political
« Conftitution, ‘or to the abfente of ‘whtibus %mritauons, which in
“ Europe often 1éid'45'the violdtibh of ‘betfel‘@iwa* ‘there are per-
¢ haps few grcat mhes whcre many ofthe privateimd domelic vir-
“ tyes are it general more ' prevaldst than at Aleppo.”

LETTER
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LETTER ZXXXIL

Thae ufe of periodical ftated times of devotion is unj-
verfally admitted, and the neceflity of adopting them makes a part
of the Chriftian Code. The Mahomedan Réligion, however, ex.
ceeds it far in the rigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion,
"There are no lefs than five flated times of prayer in every twenty
four hours, fixed as indifpenfable, at none of which a true Believer
fails ; and the fervency of their praying exceeds even the frequency.
I have heard it afferted, that if the houfe was to take fire while
they are at their devotion, they would not break off; and fo
rigidly intent do they conceive it their duty to be during the time
of prayer, thatif in the midft of it they were interrupted by a fit
of fneezing or coughing, they confider all already done as gone for
nothing, and always begin them again.—And to tell a truth of them, *
if the Chriftians curfe them, they are pretty even with them in
return, never failing to pray for difcord, enmity, and diffenfion
among their enemies, as well as health and profperity to them-

felves; and to the efficacy of thofe prayers they fondly attribute all
E the
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the wars and diffenfions which inceflantly harafs Chriftendom. A
bell ¢olls as a public notice of prayer; and whena true Mahomedan
“}:ears it, let him-be where he will, whether at home or abroad, in the
highway or in the market, be the place dirty or clean, wet or dry, he
immediately falls down and worlhips. ‘

As fubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, in which they
are full s fcrupuloufly punéual asin their prayers. One is prepara-
tory to prayer, ancther after cohabitation with women, a-third before
eaﬁng, and another agam incidental. Thofe they never neglet to
perform, unlefs fome infuperable obftacle lies in the way. Charity,
that thoft glorious do&rine of any Religion, is enjoined by-the Koran
‘undet the moft heaﬁ denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of
negle® ; and by it they are charged to regard no bouids in liberality
to the poor. Many Muoffulmen in their zeal to difcharge this duty
have givena fourth, many a third, and fome one half of their property.
Nay, the inflances are not mfrequmt of men giving away their all,
and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. * ‘To do firiét juftice it
mutt be faid, that poverty is no where fo refpe@fully attended to, ho-
noured, or x'evcrc:‘zi:ed, as among the Mahomedans; who have a fayihg
‘amoni; them, * that the fear of want is a mark of the judgmient of
“« Gop.”

Abftinence is confidered as a virtue among them, and very firictly
enjoined as a religious duty. The great Faft appointed by the Koran
continues for the morith of Ramedan, during which time they neither

7 A eat,
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eat, drink, nor converfe with their wives, from fun-rife till the ftars
appear, or the lamps are hung out at the Mefques. Any man who
breaks it is punithed with death ; but the worlt of it is, that they will
not allow even travellers, the flck or the wounded, to plead a right to
exemption : fome of the Turks, however, and all the Chriftians, have
hit upon expedients to pafs the month without much mortification ;
that is, fleeping in bed all day, and ﬁttmg up and caroufing all night,
to evade the refiraint.

The laft and greateft ordinance of their religion is the pilgrimage
to Mecca, which when once accomplithed is fuppofed to be a direct
pafiport to Heaven; and there are few of them who do not at one
time os other of their lives take that pamful and hazardous journcy.
As this is a very interefting jourpey, however, to travel in the clofet,
as it includes the defcnpuon of a caravan, and ferves to ﬂlCW to what
extremities enthufiafm can influence men, I will give youa defcnptxon
of it as handed to me by a very accurate and mgcruous perfon, on
whofe precife veracity I can rely ; firft making fome remarks upon
the preceding part of this letter.

You will obferve from what I have already faid, that, excepti.g
the mere, pomts of religious faith, the moral ordinances of Maho-
medanifm comprehend moft of thofe parts of the Chriftian religion,
on the praftice of which the reputation of piety is fopnded ; and that
for ftrict obedience to thofe ordinanceés the Mahomedans are morc re-

markable than we are.  Adultery is not frequent among them ; wine
E2 . is
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is feldom or never tfed ; theft is little known ; fo is murder. Then
in the pra@ical parts of devotion, there are in the firft place prayers;
fecondly, abflinence or faflinig; thirdly, charity. Thofeare all Chriftian
dodrines; more zealonfly obferved by them than by us, Their ab-
lutions are at leaft no imjury to the caufe of morality or piety; but
rather, being done ag a nﬁgiuus exercife, ferve to keep up the feries
of intercourfe which fhould fubfift between the Creature and his Cre-
ator : befides, I cannot help ﬂﬁnﬁng with our inimitable poet Thom-
fon, that | S

——efrom .u€ body’s purity, the mind. .
Regeives a fecret fympathetic 2id, . Spasons—Summer.

.
*

And asto the pilgrimage to Mecca, hoﬁvei‘ {rrational it may appear
1o us, it is at leaft recommiended by fincerity and zeal, and is doubtlefs
in the eye of an all-fe¢itig Providence meritorious. He, we are to
fuppofe, will judge not by the value of the a&t but the purity of the
motive; and will accept it as'the offering of a frail, blind mortal,
bending in cbedience to that which he conceives to be the will of
Heaven, Befides, for the life of me I cinnot fee why a pilgrimage
"to Mecca is at all more culpable than a pilgrimage to Jerufalem ; not
to mention the thoufand other holy places to which well-meaning
'Chriftians go, for their foul's fake, at imminent hazard of their lives,
and certain mortification and hardfhip to their bodies, -
Banifh then, my FREDERICK ! banith from your heart all illiberal
) and
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and uncharitable prejudices, if any have yet found their way to it.
- Revere and cling to your Religion as the beft and moft conducive to
eternal and temporal happinefs ; and the more good becaufe it enjoins
us to be charitable even to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles: but
never think that you advance the caufe of that Religion, or do fervice
to your Gop, by waging war againft your fellow-creatures for opi-
nions they can no more help entertaining than you can help having
yours, or by denouncing againft them that cternal fentence which
refts with the Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce.

To a benevolent mind the animofities of mankind prefent a moft
affli¢ting picture ; and the frivolous pretexts. upon which thofe ani-
mofities are grounded render it only the more horsible, One would
think that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the fruggle of mankind
for the fuperfluities of it, of themfelves afforded ample materials for
fcuffle, without reforting to the thadows of {peculation for contention.
Yet experience has fhewn us that opinion is 2 much more copious
{ource of animofity and warfare ; and that for one man who has been
curfed, murdered, or deftroyed by his fellow-creatures in a conteft
for property, there are a thoufand who have fallen facrifices to the

vengeance of hoftile opinion :
Teopacaa T8¢ aveema; W T éreuy‘u.amz, aANE TE WP TWY WPAY PATUY Ja'yy.aw.

Were it poffible that I could obtain from the bounty of Heaven a

grant of the firk with of my heart, that with fhould be to fee all
" mankind
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mankind in harmony and mutual good will, ranging without dif-
tin&ion under the one great name of Man and Brother. As thofe
who foment the difunion between them are the moft pernicious
monfters of fociety,fo he who endeavours to bring them one ftep
nearer to & general accommodation of fentiment, who ftrives to incul-
cate the principles of mutual toleracion. and encourage the growth of
reciprocal affe@ion betweer, mer ac fellow beiny~ may be jultly ranked
among the beft friends of mankind, and the moft faithful fervants of
Him who gave being tc all.

Among the grofs. mifreprefentations of which I complain, and
which for the fake of -nankind I lament, is that general falfehood, the
infidelity of «he Turkith women. The refpe@able author whom I
have before taken the freedom of quoting, 1 mean Dr. Ruffel, de-
clares that in twenty years refience .. Aleppo, be did not remember’
a public inftance of adultery ; und that in the private walk- nf caadal
thofe he heard of were among the lowcft clafg, and did not in Rumber
exceed a dozen. “ Inrefped to the Franks {continues he) the under-
“ taking is attended not only with foch rifk to the individual, but
“ may in its confequentes {o trrion{y Invoive the whole fettlement,
“ that it is cithcr never atrempted, or 1s concealed with a fecreey un-
“ exampled in other matiers. I have reafon to believe that European
“ travellers have fometimes had a Greck courtefan impofed on them
“ for a Sultana ; and after having been heartily frightened, have been
“ induced to pay {fmartly, in order *o preferve a fecret which the day

“ after



{ s9 )

“ after was known té half the fifterhbod im tewn.” He remarks,
however, that 3 Gonftantinople the fiate of gallantry is differcor.

On the fubjedt of the Turkith moral characier, { have endeavoured
to be as concife as juflice would allow me to be; and yet I find that I
have gone to fome lengrh. I cannot however difmifs it without giv-
ing you . trait t» whick the nioft obflinate polemical prejudice, and
the moft inveierate hatred, muft in fpite of them pay the tribute of
applaufe, Their treatiucnte their flaves is beyond all example among
us humane, tender, and geacrous, and fuch as may well bring a bluth
in the taces of Chrutian dealers in human fleth.  'When young flaves,
male or female, arc bought by a Turk, they feem to be introduced into
the family rather in the condition of an adopted child ; they receive
the fame education, perform nearly the fame offices, and are bound
to no greater marks of refpet 1ian their mafter’s own children— and
in fa& feel nune of the galling circumftances of a flate of fervility ;
the very worlt trcatment they cver receive is to be put on 2 footing
with the menial domeftics, -1 videred to the fame duty as a valet or
a poge. It ofte> happ.ns, or the cther hand, that they arc married
into the familr, and very frequen:ly are promoted to high offices in
the State. If they adopt :te Keligion of their mafters, it s always
fpontaneoufly ; and e¢ven to flaves wken In war, no compulfion is
ufed to make them change their Faith,

The following is the beft defcription I am able to give you of an

Eaftern Caravan, It cxaétly coincides with my own obfervations, and
with
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with the various accounts I have had from others. I owe it, as well
as the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at Mecea, to the kind
offices of a friend, who took the pains to procure them for me,

 DESCRIPTION or A+ CARAVAN.

Inclofed in the preceding Letter.

A CARAVAN, which is fo often mentioned in the hiftory and
defcription of the Eaft, and in all the tales and fories of thofe coun-
tries, is an afferblage of travellers, partly pilgrims, .p;artly merchants,
who colle& together in order to confolidate a fufficient force to pro.
te& them, in travelling through the hideous wilds and burning deferts
over which they are conftrained to pafs for commercial and other pur-
pofes ; thofe wilds being infefted with Arabs, who make a profeflion
of pillage, and rob in moft formidable bodies, fome almoft as large as
{mall armies. As the colle@ion of fuch a number requires time, and
the embodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concerted with great
care and preparation, and is never attempted without the permiffion-of
the Prince in whofe dominions it is to be formed, and of thofe alfo

through
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throngh whofe dominions it is to pafs, exprefled in writing. 'The
" exa® pumber of men and cartiages, mules, horfes, and other beafls of
burthen, are {pecified in the licenfe ; and the merchants t6 whom the
caravan belongs, regulate and dire& every thing appertaining to its
government and police. during the journey, and appoint the various
officers neceffary for conduting it.

Each caravan has four principal officers : the firft, the Caravanba-
chi, or head of the caravan; the fecond, the Captain of the march; the
third, the Captain of the flop or reft; and the fourth, the Captain of
the diftribution. The firlt has the uncontroulable authority and com-
mand over all the others, and gives them his orders: the fecond is ab-
folute during the march ; but his authority immediately ceafes on the
ftopping or encamping'of the caravan, when the third affumes his thare
of the authority, and exerts it during'the time of its remaining at reft;
and the fourth orders the difpofition of every part of the caravan, in
cafe of an attack or battle, This laft officer has alfo during the march
the infpedlion and direction of the. diftribution of provifions, which is
condu&ted under his management by feveral inferior officers, who are
obliged to give fecurity to the mafter of the caravan; each of them
having the care of a certain number of men, elephants, dromedaries,
camels, &c. &c. which they undertake to condué and furnith with
provifions at their own rifque, according to an agreement ftipulated
between them. |

A fifth officer of the caravan is the pay-mafler or treafurer, who
F has
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has under him a great many clerks snd interpreters, appointed to keép
accurate journals of all the mateml incidents that occur upon the
journey. And it is by thefe Joumals, ﬁgued by the fuperior officers,
that the owners of the caravan judge whether they have been well or
ill ferved or conducted. . N =

Another-kind of o&icers are the Mathematu:lans, without whom
no caravan will prefume to fet out. There are commonly three of
them atfached to 2 caravan of large fize ; and 'thcy perform the offices
both bfquartér-maﬁers and aides-de-camp,leading the troops when the
caravan is attacked, and afligning the quartets where the caravan is
appointed to encamp, . S

- There are no lefs than five ddhn& forts of caravans: firft, the
heavy caravans, which-are compofed: of clephants, dromedaries, ca-
mels, and horfes ; fecomﬂy, the | light caravans, which ‘have but few
clephants ; thmﬂy, the commonwcaravans, where there are none of
thofe animals ; fourthly, the horfe caravans, where there are neither

‘dromedaries nor camels; and laﬂly, fea caravans, confifting of veflels;
from whence yon will qbfcrvc that the word caravan is not confined
to the land, but extends to the water.allo.

The proportion obferved in. the. heavy. caravan is as follows:
When there are five hundred elephants, they add = thoufand drome-
daries and two thoufand horfes at the leaft ; and then the efcort is
compofed of four thoufand men on horfeback. Two men are required

for leading one clephaat, five for three dromedaries, and feven for
5 ' eleven
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eleven camels;  This multitude of fervants, together with the officers
and 'paﬁ'enge;'s, whofe' ntimber is-uticertain, ferve to fupport the efcort
in cafe of a fight, and rendér the caravan more formidable and fecure,
"The paffengers are not abfolutely- obliged ~to"f*ight;-i‘bl.zt according to the
laws and ufages of the caravans, if they refufe to do fo, they are not
entitled to any provifions whatever. from the ‘caravan, ever though
they fhould agree to pay an extravagant price for them. ‘
Every elephant is mounted by what they call a Nick ; that 1s to
fay, a young lad of nine of ten’ years old;:bretight up.to the bufinefs,
who drives the elephant, and pricks it with a peintéd iron'to animate
itin the fight: the fame lad alfo loada the fire-arms of thc two fuldxers
» who mount the elephant with Him. B o
The day of the caravan feﬁiﬂg out belng Once fixed,i8- never
altered ot poﬁponf:& ¢ fo that no ds{xpymnfmeﬂt m?oﬂibly enfue 0
any one. 4 LR
One would fuppofe that fo’ enormeﬁs and poWerfui a body,xfn well
armed, might be certain of moving forward without fes? ‘of being
robbed ; but as moft of the Arabian' Princes havé no otherimeans to
fubfift but by their robbenes, they keep ii)ses in'all’ parts, who give
them notlce when the caravans fit otit, which they way-lay; and
fometimes attack with' fuperior force, overpowet them, plunder them
of all their treafure, and make flaves of the whiole convoy—foreigners
excepted, to whom they ﬂtn’ei'aﬁy thew more rﬁeféy If they are
repulfed they generally come to fome ‘agreement; the conditions of
Fa which
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which are pretty well obferved, efpecially if the affuilants are native
Arabians. The carrying on of robbesies with fuch armies may ap-
pear altonithing ; but when the temptation is confidered, and when
it is known that one caravin- only is fometimes enough to enrich
thofe Princes, much’of our furprife vanithes,

They are obliged to nfe great précautions to prevent the caravan
from introducing that dreadful diflemper, the plague, into the places
through which’ tftey mfs, or from being themfelves infected with it.
Wheh therefore they Strive near & town; the inhabitants of the town
and the peaple of the ciravan hold a folemn conference concern-
ing the flare of their Hiealihi, and very fincercly communicate to cach
‘other the flate of the café, candldly inforting each’ other whether
there be danger on mttm ﬁde.-—-fWhm thré ii realon to fufpect any
contagious dlﬁcmper, ﬂiey aﬁm‘b!y agree thatzno communication
whatever fhal take m*&m them ;-aéid i the caravan ftands
in need of pwv:ﬁons, ‘they are mnveygd to them with the utmoft
eaution over the walls-of the towa, - :

The fatigties, hardfhipa, and hdzards, attending thofc caravans,
are {o great, that tfley‘ -certainly would never be undertaken, if the
amazing profits did not in fome meafureé counterbalance them.—The
merchant who travels in them muft be content with fuch provifions
as he can get, mult part with all his delicacies, and give up all hope
of eafe; he muft fubmit to-the frightful confufion of languages and

nations; the fatigues of long marches over fands, and under a cli-
mate

+
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 mate ahmoft {ufficiently hot ta.reduce him to a cinder: he muft
fubmit cheerfully to exorbitant duties fraudulently levied, and auda~
cious robberies and fubtle tricks pra®ifed by the herd of vagabonds
who follow the caravans—for preventing which, the merchants have
a variety of well contrived locks, that can only be opened by thofe
who know the knack of them, '

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, and horrible
ones, againlt which no buman forefight or power can provide; and
beneath which whole caravans fink, and sre aever after heard of,

The Egyptian caravans are particularly fubjed to hazards in the
horrid tracks they are neceffarily obliged to take through fandy de-
ferts, where, for boundlefs extents, nature has denied one fingle
circumftance of favour; where a blade of gmﬁ ;ever grew; nor a
drop of water ever ran; where the -fcorching fire of the fun has
banithed the kindly influence. of ;'t_he;,ptherdemé:ms ;. where, for
feveral days journey, no obje@ meets the e);e to guide the -parched
traveller in his way ; and where the cafbal track of one <¢aravan is
clofed by the moving fands, befote another .can come to take ad-
vantage of it. In thofe vaft plains of burning fands, if the guide
fhould happen to lofe his way, the provifion of water, {o necefary
to cariy them to the place where they.are to find more, muft infal-
hibly fail them ; in fuch a cafe the mules and horfes die with fatigue
and thirft; and even the camels, notwithftanding their extraordinary
power to fubfift without water, foon perith in the fame manner, to-
k | ' gethey
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gether wnh the people of the caravan, Wandcrmg fn thofe fng-htful
deferts. ‘ |

But more dreadful ftill, and - ftill more inevitable, is the danger
when a fouth wind happens to nfe in thofe fandy deferts. The
feaft mifchief it occafions'is; to dry’ up ithe leathern bags which con-
tain the provifion of water for the j Joumey “This wind, to which
the Arabs give the epithet-of poifoned, often fiifles in a moment
thofe who have the misfortune to reet it; to’ prevent which, they
are obligedto throw tRemfelves immediately on the ground, putting
their faces tlofe to thé‘”biirning'f‘a’n'ds ‘Wwhich furround them on all
fides,"and covmng theit mouths with ‘fome linen cloth, left by
breathing they fhould ‘fwallow inflaritaneots death, wluch this wind
carries with it wherever it extends.-~Befides which, whole caravans
are often buried under mowng hills of burmng fand, raifed by the
agitation of the fvlnds. D

All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exqulﬁtely defcribed by our
charming bard THOMS O, that I cannot refrain from tranfcribing the

paflage, as bringing them more immediately home to the underftanding
and the heart, than volumcs of commeon defcnptmn could do.

—~— Brmhed hot
From all the boundlzfs furnace of the fky,
And the wide ghttcrmg watte of burning fand,
A {uffocating wind the pilgrim fmites
‘With inflant death. Patient of thirft and toil,
Son of the Defert ! even the camel feels,
Shot
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Shot through his withered heart, the fiery blaft.
Or from the black-red ether burfting broad
Sallies the fudden whirlwind. Straight the fands,
Commov’d around, in gathering cddies play ;
Nearer and nearer flill they darkening come; .

* Titl, with the general all-invblving ftorm
Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife ;
And by their noon-day fount dejected thrown,
OF funk at night in fad difaftrous fleep
Beacath defcending hills, the caravan
Is buried deep. In Cairc’s crowded fireéts
Tl impatient Merchant wondering waits in vain,
And Mecca faddens at the long dclay.-—-

Yet, noththﬁandmg all thofe hom'ble circimftances of terror and
danger—trade, and the defire of: gam, on the one hand, induce mul-

titudes of people to run’ the hazard

. Impiger extremos oursit Mercator ad: Indos,
Per mare pauperiem fugiens, per faxa, per ignes. |

1

Homace.
And on the other hand, enthufiafm and rdigious zeal fend thoufands
to tempt their fate, and take a paflage to Heaven through thofe
horrid regions. Thus we fee in what various ways delufion operates.
—The Merchant might find a livelihoc;d and the Bigot his way to
divine favour, juft as well by ﬁaymg thhm the confines of their

own native homc.

. ACCOUNT
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ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY PILGRIMS
ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT MECCA.

THE caravans are generally fo ordered as to arrive at Mecca
about forty days after the Falt of Ramedan, and immediately pre-
vious to the Corban, or Great Sacrifice, Five or fix days before that
Feflival, the three great caravans, viz. that from Eu;ope, that from
Afia Minor, and that from Arabia, unite; and all, confifting of
about two hundred thoufand men, and three hundred thoufand
beafts of burthen, encamp at fome miles from Mecca, The pil-
grims form themfelves into fmall detaéhments, and enter the town
to arrange the ceremonies preparatory to the Great Sacrifice. They
are led through a fireet of continual alcent, till they arrive at a gate
on an eminence, called the Gate of Health, * From thenee they fee
the great Mpfque ‘which inclofes the Houfe of Abraham. - They fa-
Jute it with the moft profound refpe& and devotion, repeating twice,
‘ Salam Alek Irufoul Allah!” that is to fay, * Peace be with the
« Ambaffador of God I” Thence, at fome diftance, they mount
five fteps to a large platform faced with ftone, where they offer up
their prayers ; they then defcend on the other fide of it, and advance
towards two arches, of the fame kind of dimenfions, but at fome
diftance from each other, through which they pafs with great filence
and devotion. ‘This ceremony muft be performed feven times.

4 From
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From hence proceeding to the great Mofque which inclofes the
Houfe of Abraham, they enter the Moique, and walk feven times
round the little building contained within it, faying, * This is the
“ Houfe of Gop, and of his fervant Abraham.” Then kiffing
with great veneration a black fione, faid to have defcended white
from Heaven, they go to the famous Well called Zun Zun, which
the Angel fhewed to Hagar when fhe was diftrefled in the defert,
and could find no water for her fon Ifimacl, and which the Arabs call
Zem Zem. Into this Well- they p"lungc with all their clothes, re-
peating * Toba Alla, Toba Alla !” thatis to fay, “ Forgivenefs, Gon !
Forgivenefs, Gop !” They then drink a draught of that foetid, turbid
water, and depart.

The duty of bathing and 'd:ikaing they are obliged to pafs
through once ; but thofe who would gain Paradife bcfore the others,
muft repeat it once a day durmg thg ftay of the Caravan at Mecca.

At fifteen miles from the town of Mecca there is a hill called
“ Ghiabal Arafata,” or * the Mount of Forgivenes.” It is about
two miles in circumference—a moft delicious fpot. On it ADAM
and EVE met, after the LorD had, for their t:anfgreﬁions, feparated
them forty years. Here they cohabited and lived in excefs of hap-
pinefs, having built a houfe on it, called  Beith Adam,” that is to
fay, * the Houfe of Adam.” On the eve of the day of Sacrifice,
Jhe three caravans, ranged in a triangular form, furround this

mountain - duriﬁg the whole night the people rejoice, clamour and
G riet
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riot—firing off cannon, mufkets, piftols, and fire-works, with an
inceflant found of drums and trumpets. As foon as day breaks, a
profound filence f{ucceeds—they flay their theep and offer up their
facrifice on the mountain with every dcmonﬁranon of the moft pro-

found devotion.
On a fudden a Scheik (or Head df a Temp]e) a kind of Prelate,

rufhes from amidft them, mounted on a camel - he afcends five
fteps, rendered practicable for thc purpofe, and in a fludied fermon
preaches thus to the people:

¢ Return praife and thanks for the mﬁmte and immenfe benefits
“ granted by Gop to Mahomedans, through the mediation of his
“ moft beloved friend and prophet, Mahomet : for that he has de-
“ livered them from the flavery and bondage of fin and idolatry, in
“ which they weré'pliaﬁ"géd'; has given them the Houfe of Abra-
“ ham, from whence theycanbe heard, and their petitions granted ;
 alfo the Mountain of forgivenefs, by which they can implore Him,
“ and obtain a pardon and remiffion of all their fins.

“ For that the blefled, piois; and merciful Gop, giver of all
“ good gifts, commaﬁgled his’ {ecretary, Abraham, to build himfelf
“ a houfe at Mecca, whence his -defcendants might pray to the Al.
“ mighty, and their defires be fulfilled.

“ On this command all the mountains in the world ran, as it
“ were, each ambitious to affift the Secretary of the Lorp, and to
“ furnith a ftone towards erefing the holy houfe ;" all, except thi

“ poor
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“ poor little Mountain, which, through mere indigence; could not
“ contribute a ftone. It continued therefore thirty years grievoufly
¢« affliCted ; at length the Eternal Gop obferved its anguifh, and,
“ moved with pity at its long fuffering, broke forth, faying, I can
“ forbear no longer, my child ! your'bittex" lamentations have reached
“ my ears',; and I now declare, that all thofe who go to vifit the
% houfe of my friend Abraham fhall not be abfolved of their fins,
“ if they do not firft reverence ‘ydu,v and celebrate on you the holy
« Sacrifice, which I have epjoiticd' uiy people through the mouth
% of my prophet Mahomet! Love Gop!. Pray! Give Alms!”
After this fermon the péople falute the Mountain, and depart.

LETTZER XXXIL

Ix my laft letters I'egdea'vourcd to give you an ac-
count of the Turkith Government, Laws, and Conflitution in ge-
neral, fo far as I was able to colle@ information on the fubje@. I
will now proceed to a .defcription of thofe particular parts of that
vaft Empire through which I had occafion to travel.

During my ftay at Aleﬁpo, I experienced much politenefs and
‘ G2 | hofpitality
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hofpitality from the Europcan gentry refident there, and particularly
from Mr, =, at whofe houfe I entirely refided; and as the
Franks live on a very good footing with each other, the time pafled
fo agreeably, that were it not for © that within,” I {hould have been
happy enough—~We rdﬂé‘,out occafionally, fometimes hunting, fome-
times merely for the ride fake, Sometimes with an intelligent na-
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fome of the Franks, I
walked about the town, in order to amufe away the time and fee
what was going forward, notwithflanding the cry of “ Frangi Cucu!”
or  Cuckold Frank ! which frequently. followed us for the length of
a fircet. Sometimes we went of evenings to fome of the outlets, where
preparation was made for our reception by fervants, previoufly dif-
patched for thc purpofe, and there regaled with coffce, wine, fruits, &e,

The ﬁr&,:day we went on a party of the laft mentioned kind,
Mrs. .
pointed was in a range of beautiful rural gardens that lie along. the.

- did us the honour to gccompany us: the place ap-

fide of a river; where the well cultivated earth teeming with a vaft
abundance of ‘the beft efculent plants, fowers, fowering fhrubs and
fruit-trecs, afforded a moft delicious regale. to the fenfes; and the
plane, the willow, the afh, thé'pomcglmgte, and a variety of other
trees, cluftered together in almoft impervious thickets, yielded a
delightful fhady retreat from the piercing rays of the Sun. It was
on this occafion that I got the firft fpecimen of Turkith ' illiberality,.
which, as I was entirely unprepared forit, confounded me, and nearlys
deprived
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deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we walked along, I
obferved feveral Turks addrefling“themfelves to Mrs, ~——— and
me, who walked arm in arm, and fpeaking with a loudnefs of voice,
contortion of countcnanéc, and violence of gefticulation, attended
with a clapping of hands, which, though’ I did not underftand
their language, I could plainiy perceive carried the appearance of

menace or infult, 1 was at a lofs. what to think of it: Mrs,

bluthed, and feemed much hurt: Mr, =~ and the other gen-
tlemen were filent, and betrayed not the leaft mark of emotion or
refentment. At length, when we got from fhem, I afked what it
meant }. and was told, that it was'all aimed at Mrs.. ,- OF at
leaft occafioned by her:. that, bigoted to the cuftoms of their own
country, and utterly ignorant of thofe of any other,. they were af-
fefted with great indignation at her. drefs, occafional dcrangcment
of her wveil, and, above all, at the fhamelefs and unpardonably
wicked circumftance of a woman walking fo openly. and: familiarly

in the company of men. Talking of this affair afterwards with Mr.
, the lady’s hufband, he aflitred me,. that' there was not an
epprobrious and infamous epithef which. the vulgar ingenuity of the
brighteft quean in Billingfgate could think ofi that they had not

huddled upon us. I was beyond meafure aftonithed. at the cool-
nefs with which he bore it, and faid; that.if I had* underftood what
they had faid, I thould moft certainly have been unable to refirain
byfelf, and would have knocked one of them down as an example

ta
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to the relt; Had you done fo, returned he, you would certainly
have répented it : for, if you efcaped being floned, or put to death
upon the fpot, the lenal punithment for an infidel firiking a true
believer, you could not efcape ; and probably we, and all the Franks
in the city, would fuffer for it : it would at all events canfe a drcad-
‘ful convulfion in the place, and you would yourfelf fall a facrifice
to it. - R

Not long {ince 1 was converfing on this fubje@ with a gentle-
man of my acquaintance, and mentioned it with fome afperity, as
anfmg from a {pirit of bigotry peculiar to Mahomedans.—“ My
% good Sir,” faid he, “ let me undeceive you! the very fame would
“ be done in moft parts of Spain. 1 was one day,” continued he,
“ walking in a town in Spain, in compa‘iiy}with the wife of a gen-
# tlenan who' refided thcré, who were both well known, and bore
“ the moft unexceptionable charatter. Secing me. however walking
« with her, the 'popuiaée; as we pafled, held up two fingers fignifi-
# cantly, and cﬁeﬂ to hcr, What a cuckold is your hufband! and
¢ concluded with ¢ Todas las Inglefas {on putas,” or, ¢ All Englith
“ wwomen are —, e added, * that he was even in Cadiz; where
“ commercial interconrfe renders them mther more liberal than in
¢ other parts of that country, frequently accofted by litte children
“ themlelves, with ¢ Crees in Diop ?""Do you believe in God? and
“ fometimes forming a- crofs with the thumb of the right hand and
# the forefinger, ¢ Crees en efic? Crees en efte ? No! No! Ah Ju

: ‘ “ dio
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“ dio! Moro! Barbaro! Bruto! Proteftante! Puerco! Voia al los
“ Infernos!!" In Englith—Do you believe in this? Do you be-
“ lieve in this? No! No! Ah Jew! Moor! Barbarian! Proteftant .
“Hog! Go to Hell ! !”

So much for human beneficence and charity,.under the foftering
aufpices of religion !

The houfe of Mr.
was a magnificent edifice, built in. all the fullnefs of Eaftern gran-

, whert 1 was {o hofpitably lodged,

deur and luxury, and furnithed with all the {plendour and ftate of
Turkey, united with the tafte and opulence of Great Britain. It was
indeed a houfe in which voluptuoufnefs itfelf might fit down. with
fatisfation—~The moft unaffefted hofpitality and generous benevo-
lence invited and fpread the board, and palitenefs and affability pre-
fided over all. Never fhall I forget: it—never ﬂ1a11 I' think of it
without gratitude and efteem.

A gentleman of the opulence and confequence of Mr. ).
with a houfe fuch as I have defcribed, and a d-ifpéﬁtion to focial en-

joyment, was not, you will conclude, without a refort of company
and friends; in truth, he had friends even @ong the better fort of
Turks, Parties of pleafurc had no intermiffion while 1 was there ;
and as the ladies of Europe or of European extration in that coun-
try are highly accomplithed, fpeak many languages, are indefatiga-
ble in their efforts to pleafe, and receive firangers from Europe with
a joy and fatisfaition not to be defcribed, Aleppo would have been
4 to-
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to me an Elyfium, if the pleafures of the place did not from the
beginning fuffer dfminution from my own painful fenfations, which
were aggravated at laft by an incident that arofe from my inter-
courfe there —of which more hereafter.

While I remained at Aleppo, I walked, as I before told you,
frequently about the ftreets; and I think I never was witnefs 1o fo
many broils in all my life put together, as I was in my wanderings
there—Not a time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, three,
and fometimes half a dozen or more. They have nothing terrible
in them however, and, were it not extremely difgufting to fce men
feold, would be very entertaihing; for I will venture to fay that
a fireet battle “ 3 la Turque” is one of the moft ludicrous exhi-
bitions in the world. The parties approach to each other, and re-
treat mutually, as the alion of the one gives hopes to the other of
victory, lifting their hands, and flourithing them in the air, as if
ready to ftrike every moment, grinning and gnathing their teeth,
while their beard and whifkers befprent with the fpume of their
mouths, and wagging with the quick motion of their lips and
ghaftly contortlons of their jaws, prefent the ‘moft ridiculous fpec-
tacle imaginable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in an
old Englifh Ballad :— '

"Tis merry in the hall,

‘When beards wag all.
Nothing, in fal, can exceed the extravagance of their gefture:
the



(87 )

the vehement loudnefs of their voice, or the whimfical diftortions
of their countenances, in which are difplayed forftimes the quickeft
viciffitudes of fear and fury, and fometimes the moft laughable
combination of both. All this time, however, not a fingle blow is
aCiually ftruck ; but they compenfaté for the want of bodily prowefs
by the exercife of the tongue, denou-nci‘ng vengeance againft each
other, threatening inftant demolition, lavithing every bitter reproach,
every filthy epithet, and every horrible imprecation that they can
think of, and both boafting occafionally of their patience and forbear-
ance, which fortunately enabled them to refrsin from dnnihilating
their adverfary, At laft the fray gradually decays: exhaufted with
fatigue, and half choaked with duft and vociferation, they retreat
gradually backwards to their own doors; where fumming up all their
malignity into a moft horrid execration, they part for the time, and
retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl away their rage, in the

recefles of their Haram. i
Yet thofe people are found terrible in battle by the Chriftian troops
that have from time to time been oppofed to them : here, if proof
be wanting of the effeéts of Religion on the human mind, is an in-
controvertible one of its powerful operations. Under the influence
of their faith, which tells them that they go to Paradife inftantly if
killed in battle with Infidels, they perform prodigies of valour fight-
ing againft Chriftians; while, forbidden by that faith to imbrue their
hands in the blood of a true believer, their paffions have been gradu-
H ally
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ally brought under the dominion of their religion, till that which at
firlt was faith at 1#t becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and
courage of the man has funk into the degrading and emafculant
efforts of the woman.

The pra&ice of fighting, or perfonal confliGts between individuals
of the fame fociety, feems to have been condemned by the univerfal
confent of all religions. The Gentoos, as well as all the other fects
of the various parts of the Eaft through which I have travelled, give
vent to their paffion in nearly the fame manner as the Turks. The
Chriftians too are moft firictly forbidden to firike one another by the
great Author of their faith : but it is their good fortune, that they
not only have the beft religion in the world for their guidance, but
that they are the only people in the world who claim exemption
from the penalties of that religion, and think themfelves wronged
and their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the privilege
of breaking through its rules whenever thofe rules are at variance
with their convenience.

Be it your care, my dear child! to fortify your mind with the
fpirit of true religion and found morality, and let your pradice in
life be ever guided by their precepts.

LETTER



( 30 )

LETTER XXXIL

Tur avidity with which human creatures fearch for fome-
thing to recreate the mind and keep it in exercile, is of itfelf a con-
vincing proof of the natural a&ivity of our intelleCtual faculties, and
fhews that, like the different parts of the body, they were given by
Providence to be called into effort and improved by practice. As
they who by the favours of opulence are exempted from the neceflity
of aCtual bodily labour, are obliged to have recourfe to artificial
labour called exercife ; fo they who have the misfortune to be pre-
cluded from the employment of the mind by bufinefs, are obliged to
feek mental exercife in a variety of expedients, fome of which are
criminal, fome foolifh, and fome good for nothing or indifferent.
Cards, dice, and games of chance are (according to the extent to
which they are carriedj of the two former—tale and novel-reading
of the two latter, Thofe however ferve to occupy the vacant hours
of all the idle and uncmployed. And when letters deny their
friendly aid, we find among ourfelves the deficieney fupplied from
the lefs ample refources of the memory ; and ftory-telling, love tales,

Hz2 fairy
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fairy tales, and goblin and phoft adventures, are recited round the
villager’s fire or the kitchen hearth in a$ great numbers, with as much
ingenuity, and to as great effedt, as they are to be found written in
the innumerable volumes on the fhelves of our circulating librarics.

In Turkey, where the art of printing has not yet been known,
where the circulation of literary produdtions is chained down within
the narrow compafs of manufcript, and wherce therefore the efforts of
genius are reprefled by difcouragement, the bufinefs of flory-telling
makes in itfelf a profefion, which, as it is acquired by ftudy and pro-
fecuted with art, is followed with confiderable profit.

One day a friend (a French gentleman) who efcorted me through
the town, called to draw me out with him for a walk ; he faid he
wifhed to thew me fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thought
1 {hould be entertained with a view of them. I agreed to go; and he
brought me to two, which, after he had thewn to me and cxplained
their principle, police, and etiquette, I could not help admiring and
approving. To both thefe were attached eating-houfes and coffee-
houfes, and every appendage that could render them convenient and
comfortable, As we were about leaving the laft, I obferved my
friend flop and liften attentively. ¢ Come hither,” faid he, after a
minute’s paufe—* come into this coffee-houfe, here is fomething
going forward that may amufe you.”

We accordingly entered the coffee-houfe, where we faw a num-
ber of people, fome feated in the Turkifh fathion, fome on low

I ftools,
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ftools, and fome flanding ; and in the middle a man walking to and
fro, fpeaking in an audible voice, fometimes flowly, fometimes
with rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the inflexions
of a correfponding fenfe. I could not underftand him, but he feemed
to me to fpeak with * good emphafis and good difcretion :” his action
was ealy to him, though expreflive and emphatical ; and his coun-
‘tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreffion. I could not
heip fiaring with aftonithment at a fcene fo new to me, and felt
great approbation of the tones and manner of this extraordinary
orator, though I could not underftand a fingle word he faid. He
was liftened to by all with great attention, and the Turks (albeit not
ufed to the laughing mood) frequently betrayed ftrong {fymptems
of rifibility : but in the height and torrent of his fpeech he broke
fuddenly off, fcampered out of the door and difappeared. I fet it
down that he was a maniac or lunatic of an ingenious kind, and was
for going away. * Stay,” fays my friend, “ reft where you are for a
few minutes, let us hear further.”

The orator had {carcely been gone three minutes when the roomn
was [illed with the buzz of converfation, a word of which I could
not underftand, but which my guide liftened to very attentively.
At length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon increafed into
clamour ; when a icene enfued of fo very ludicrous a kind as
forced me to cram my handkerchief into my mouth to fupprefs a
laugh, or at lealt fo to fiifle it as to avoid obfervation. In fhort,

the y
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they were difputing violently, and the beards were, as I once before
mentioned to you, ALL WAGGING. I became more convulfed with
amirth ; and my friend feeing that I was likely to give offence, took
me under the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houfe: we
retired into a porch in the caravanfera, where I gave vent to my fup-
prefled laughter till my fides were {fore and my eyes ran tears,

“ In the name of God, my friend !” faid I, “tell me what is the’
meaning of all that extravagant fcene to which we have juft now
been witnefs: who is that madman that {fpoke fo much? and why
id they all quarrel after he went away "

% Come, come,” faid he, “ let us retire to my houfe, and I will
there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to ending.”

I accordingly accompanied him home, where we found a very
gay circle affembled, to whom he deferibed my aftonithment ; re-
counting my immoderate laughter, till they all laughed very ncarly
as immoderately as myfelf. © You muft know,” faid he, addrefling
himfelf to me, “that he whom you took to be a madman, is onc of
the moft celebrated compofers and tellers of ftories in Afia, and only
wants the aid of printing, to be perhaps as eminent in reputation
for making CoNTEs, as Marmontel or Madame D’Anois. As we
paffed aleng 1 heard his voice, and, knowing it, refolved to let you
fee him, and brought you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining
the company with a very curious, interefting, and comical ftory ;

the fubje@ of which was avarice ; the hero a mifer of the name

of
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of Caffem. His milery and avarice are reprefented in it as bringing
him into a variety of fcrapes, which wafte his wealth ; and his cha-
ralter is drawn with fuch firength of colouring, and marked with
fuch grotefque lines of humour—he related it moreover with fo much
wit, in fuch admirable language, and embellifhed and enforced it
with fuch appropriate aflion, utterance and emphafis—that it riveted,
.as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, and extorted laughter
even from Turkifh gravity.”

“ But how came he to break off fo fuddenly ¥ faid L

“ Thart,” returned my friend, *“ is a part of the art of his profeflion,
without which he could not live: juft as he gets to a moft interefting
part of the ftory, when he has wound the imagination of his audi-
tors up to the higheft climax of expe&ation, he purpofely breaks off
to make them cager for the reft. He is fure to have them all pext
day, with additional numbers who come on their report, and he
makes his terms to finith the ftory.”

“ Why then,” interrupted I, ** why did they who remained
behind fall difputing " '

“ That 1 will explain to you,” faid he. « Juft as he broke off}
Caffem the mifer (who, as far as | hear'd, feems as well drawn as Mo-
licre’s AVARE) having already fuffered a thoufand whimfical mif-
fortunes and dilapidations of fortune, is brought before the Cadi for
digging in his garden, on the prefumption that he was digging for
treafure, As foon as the hiftorian- was gone, they firft applauded

kim,,
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him, apd then began to difcufs his flory—which they one and
all agreed in praifing highly : and when they came to talk of the
probable iffue of the fequel of it, there were almoft as many opinions
as therc were men in company ; cach maintained his own, and they
went to loggerheads as you faw about it—when the chance is a
thoufand to ong, that not one of themr was near the mark. One in
particular {urmifed that €affem would be married to the Cadi's
daughter ; which gawe great offence to fome, and roufed another of
the company to declare, that he was ‘well affured in his confeience
that Gaflem would be brought to the baftinado or the flake, or
clfe -hanged, in the fequel.” ' '

“ And is it poflible,” fajd I, “ that a ‘group of twenty or thirty
rational beings can be fo far bereft of all common fenfe, as to difpute
upon the refult of a contingency, which abfolutely depends on the
arbitrary fancy of an acknowledped fabricator of falfehoods ?”

“ C"g/? vrai, Monfieur ! and thereby they demonfrate the power of
the poet (for poet we may well call him) ; and' éhtre mous, 1 doubt
whether it is not more rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the
denouement ought t0 be before than after the inventor of the piece has
difpofed of it, as is the pradice with us. 'When he has once finithed
his fuble, you will find them all content, and the voice of criticifm
filent. Now in France or England, our critics lie perdue, in order
to attack the poet, let him finith his performance how he may. But
you will recolle@, Monfieur, that in Turkey criticifm is the honeft

fpontaneous
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{pontaneous iffue of the heart, and with us is a trade, where fome-
times hucre, fometimes vanity, but oftener than both, envy and malice
direct the decifion, and difpofe to cavil and cenfure.

But we will go again to-morrow, continued he, probably he will be
there to conclude or proceed further with his ftory ; I agreed to this
and we parted.

On the next day we went, and not fecing the orator in his place,
lounged about the caravanfera, and going to another coffee-houfe
found him declaiming with all his might. My friend told me that
the ftory he was now on was quite different from the former: how-
ever we watched his motions fo effeGtually that we got the conclu-
fion of the ftory of Caflem, which completely difappointed the pro-
gnoftics of the two confliting Turkifh critics ; for Caflemn was neithcr
baftinadoed, flaked, or hanged, nor married to the Cadi’s daughter,
but lived to fee that extreme avarice was folly; and to be fenflible
that to make the proper ufe of the goods of this life is to enjoy

them.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXIV,

M!{ aft letter has fhewn you, that the conceptions of genius,
though they may"wa“nt the aid of the Prefs to bring them in full
‘and perfe&t difclofure to the world, will yet burft through their
bounds, and ﬁnd fome means of communication with mankind ; for
though the art of Prmnng be unknown in Turkey, the emanations
of {uperior intellect and’ fancy find their’ way to the general ear
through the medim of public declamation jn coffee-houfes. This
Jetter will ferve to ﬂ‘icwfyoi: that malverfation in ‘office, public delin-
quency, and all thofe crimes of the great, which with us are cogniz-
able by no tribunal but ﬂxafiéf the public prefs, are not altogéther
fo exempt from the lath apd expofure of the fatirift in Turkey, as
the want of that great palladium of Freedom would difpofe us to be-
lieve ; and that, incredible as it may a‘ppéir, the magiftrates are held
up to ridicule in public exhibition, fatirifed with all the extravagant
vulgarity of coarfe humour, and unpolithed wit, and expofed with

all the bitter exaggerations ot envenomed geniug.
. 'The French gentleman whom 1 mentioned to you in my laf,

a8



as having procured me that pleafant répaft at the coffee-houfe, called
on me a.morning or two after that, and reminded me how highly I
feemed to be entertained ; faid, there wereroftén to be feen, by
walking about and going into public places, 2 variety of: things,
which, however worthlefs and -unentertaining in themlelves, ‘might,
from the novelty of their appearance, and their. unlikelinefs to- any
thing feen in Europe, ferve either to divert by their oddity, or pro-
mote the conception of new ideas in-the mind : he therefore recom-
mended it to me, with all the zeal of a perfon who took an intereft
in my happinefs, to keep on my legs. and in the fireets while [ re-
mained at Aleppo. L o 4

You will conclude that I readily complmd ,rumd we fallied out
dire@ly in queflt of adventure.. -We pmcecded,;;‘therefore, to one
of the beforementioned coﬁ'gcfﬁquvfcs,‘swhere, as f\ny friend obferved
to me, though there vlvexg:"no people of great rank, there was gene-
rally fomething to afford contemplation or ggﬁufement; and where,
if ‘nothing elfe occurred, the motleyip appearance of the company
was fufficient to excite a variety of whimﬁcal emotions, and fug-
geft numberlels ludicrous images to. the 1magmat10n -of an Englith
or French man. As there was 1o corator at work decliming,
I had time to indulge myfclf with a more, accurate view than I
had before taken of the group that {urrounded us: and furely
never was ponderous gravity more ludicroudly, or in more various

forms depu‘h:d by any caricaturift in the world.—~Here it was to
Ia . o be
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be feen, in all its thadings, from the felf-important nod of ferious
cogitatidn,..down to the foporific afpet of ftolid ftupidity. Nota
mufcle was moved in way of mirth, not a face difgraced with a {mile,
and I could not help thinking all the time, that if every nation of
the earth was to take fome animal for its infignia, as the Britith af-
fume the lion, 'and the Pruflian the eagle, the Turks might be divided
in their choice between the appropriate claims of the owl and the
afs. o S :
Soonafter we-entered, a band of what they called mufic, firuck

up a concert. ' And here again the notion of the owl and the afs

ftruck me with increafed force, as peculiarly prefiding over their
mufic: for no other combination of founds that I know on earth,
but the fcreeching.of the one, and the braying of the other, could
form any thing to refemble :this' concerr, with which the auditory
feemed vaftly pleafed, though I was obliged to betake myfelf to flight,
in order to get relief from the tosture it gave me. The Turks, how-
ever, as I retreated, hone;umd,.inc with a few remarks, which as [
did not underftand, 1 could not grecifely feel ; my friend however
told me, they were to the effe® that we were’ Fra.ng{ Dumus
(Frank Hog), and had no more ear than that filthry animal for mufic.
Come, faid my friend, don't be difcouraged !—But the mufic—
the mufic! interrupted T.-—Well then, faid he, the mufic, or rather the
founds were execrable to be fure ; they hawe at leaft ferved to efta-
Blith this certainty, that there is nothing, however ‘difcordant or
6 deteftable,
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deteftable, which™ habit will not reconcile us to. Doubt net, faid
he, that the beft piece of Handel or Correlli, performed by the beft
band in Rome, would appear as ridiculous to them, as their concert
did ta us, : : ‘

We vifited many coffee-houfes in the courfe of that day, in every
one of which we found fomething to divert or difguft us; at length
as we entered one, my friendly guide turning to me with {atisfaction
in his countenance, faid “ Here is fomething about to go forward
that will pleafe you better than the concert of -mufic.” What is it,
faid I? A drama, returned he ; a drama, toyoumoft certainly of a
new and extraordinary kind ; and I do affure you that {o zealous am
I to procure you entertainment, I would ratheg than a couple of
loui’s you could underftand what  is going forward ; your hearty
mirth and laughter, added he, are fufficient to put one in fpirits. He
then direGed my attention to a fellow who was bufily einployed in
ereding a ftage, which he accomplithed in a time incredibly fhort.
The light of the fun was completely excluded, and a puppet fhew
commenced, which gave great delight to all the audience, and, igno-
rant a8 I was of the language, pleafed me very much.

I was aftonifhed when informed that one man only fpoke for all
the perfonages of the drama, for fo artfully did he change his tone
of voice, that I could have {worn there had been as many people to.
{peak, as there were characers in the piece. The images were not

actually puppets, corhmonly fo called, but fhadows done in the manner -
' of



of Affley's Ombres Chinoifes. - They were, however, far inferior
to his -in exccution and management, though the dialogue and inci-
dent evidemly appeared, even to me, to be executed with-a degree
of the vis comica far [uperior to any I ever faw in a thing of the
kiad in Euorope; indeed fo perfe@ was the. whole, that though |
knew not a'word of the language, 1 comprehended clearly the plan
of the piece, and many of the ftrokes -of humour contained in the
dialogues.—~The ‘plm»'w‘as obvioufly taken frem a ftory which [ have
read in fome of the Eaftern talés, I believe the Arabian Nights En-
tertainments, and it is founded on the law of the country, that a man
may repudiate his wife twice, and take her back again; but in the
event of a third divorce,’ cannot retake her to his matriage-bed, un-
lefs the be Aptevi"ouﬂy"méfried and diverced by another man. To
*obviate which, hufbaods who repent haviag divorced their wives a
third time, émploy a manto marry them; and reftore her back again ;
and he who-does this office is called a Hullab—In the piece before
us, however, the Lady and the Hullah like each other fo well, that they
agree not to feparate; the hufband brings them both before the
Cadi to enforce a"fcpara.{ilm; and the fcene before the Cadi was as
ludicrous, and as keen ‘a'fatire upon thofe magiftrates as can well be
conceived, though of the low kind.- '
The piece ‘was introduced with a grand nuptial proceflion, in
which the mafter difplayed the powers of his voice by uttering a
variety of the moft oppofite tones in the whole gamut of the

I human
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human voice ; fometimes {peaking, fometimes fqueaking like a hurt
child, fometimes huzzaing as a pan, a woman, or a child ; fome-
times neighing like a horfe; and fometimes interfperfing it with other
fuch founds as commonly occur in crowds, in fuch a manner as
aftonifhed me : while the concomitant ation of the images, grotefque
beyond meafure, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and throwing
their riders, affes biting thofe near them, and kicking thofe behind
them, who retire limping in the moft ridiculous manner ; while their
great ftanding character in all pieces, Kara-GHUSE (the fame as
our Punch}, raifed a general roar of obftreperous mirth even from
the Turks, with his whimfical a&ion, of which I muft fay that,
though nonfenfical, though indecent, and fometimes even difgufling,
it was on the whole the moft finifhed compofition of low ribaldry
and fun that I ever beheld.

When they come before the Cadi, he is feated in his divan of
juftice; but as foon as the complaint is opened and anfwered, he rifes
and comcs forward between the contending partics : here he turns to
once and “demands in a terrific tone what he has to {ay, while the
other puts cafh in his hand behind, and in proportion as the eaili is
countcd in, increafes the tcr'ror of his voice ; he then pockets the
money, and again tutns to the other,' and demands what he has to
offer, while in like manner he receives the bribes from his adverfary
and puts it in an oppofite pocket : this alternate application lafts "till the
purfes of both are exhaufted, when, giving a great groan, he retires on

one
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one {ide to reckon the maoney of each from a pocket he has on either
fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defendant; when balancing
them, he finds plaintiff better by one afper {or three-halfpence) than
defendant, and pronounces his judgment accof&ingly. The defendant
appeals to the Bathaw ; they go before him : KaRa-anusE (Punch)
however, takes the defendant afide, and in a dialogue, which my
friend affured me was pointed, witty, and bitterly fatirical, developes
to him the whole fyftem of magiftratical injuftice, advifes him to
bribe the Bathaw, and, declaring his zeal for all young people fond
of amorous enjoyment (which he is at fome pains to enlarge upon
to the excels of indelicacy), offers him the aid of his purfe. The
advice is followed; the bribe is accepted ; the Cadi’s decree is re-
verfed, and himfelf difgraced, and the mob at once huftle him and
bear the Hullah home to his bride with clamours of joy. Here again
the mafter fhewed his extraordinary powers, giving not only, as before,
diftin& and oppofite tones of voice, but huddling a number of differ-
ent founds with fuch {kill and rapidity together, that it was fcarcely
poffible to refift the perfuafion that they were the iffue of a large and
tumpltuous crowd of men and animals, With this extravagant me~
lange the curtain dropped, and the performance ended.

Returning home we converfed together on the fubject of the
piece, which I confefs I could not get out of my head for fome time.
My friend explained to me, as well as he could recolle&, a great part
of the dialogue, and afflured me, that the freedom of fpeech of Mon.

ficur
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fieur KARA-cHUSE had from thme to time created a great deal of un-
eafinefs, not only to private offending individuals, but to the magi~
ftracy itfelf—that no offender, however intrenched behind power,
or enthrined in rank, could efcape him—that Bathaws, Cadi’s,
nay the Janiffaries themfelves, were often made the ﬁ)ort of his fury ;
that he was not more reftrained in the effufions of obfcenity which
he uttered, than in his fatire; that he was always well received and ap-
plauded, even venerated (as we venerate the liberty of the prefs) as a
bold teller of truth, who with little mifchief does a great deal of good,
and often roufes the lethargic public mind to a fenfe of public dangers
and injuries. He added, that in fome cafes the Magiftrate had been
obliged to interfere; and the Bathaw himfelf was ferioufly called
upon at times to ftop the licentious tongue of this champion of Free-
dom, KArRA-GHUSE,

“ Well then,” faid I, *itappears upon the whole that Monfieur
KARA-GUUSE is a very great blackguard, but a very witty; and a
very honeft one.”

“ You have juft hit it,” faid he ; and if Mafter Kara-ghufe was
to take fuch liberties in France, Spain, Portugal, or Germany, all
his wit and honefty would not fave him from punithment. In
Fngland you do not want him ; every man there is 2 KARA-GHUSE,
and every newIpaper a puppet-thew,

“ And yet,” returned 1, “we complain fadly of want of liberty !”
# That is natural,” returned my fagacious Frenchman, © perfectly
K natural,
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natural, Liberty is like money ; the more we have of it, the more
covetous we grow.”’

“ Very true, Monfieur,” faid I, pleafed with his compliment to
our happy Coaftitution, and to elinch his obfervation, gave a Latin
quotation, which when a child I got out of Lilly’'s Grammar,
“ Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit;” and then
changing nummus for libertas,  Crelcit amor libertatis, quantum
ipfa libertas crefcit.”

“ *Tis very well, Monfieur,” faid he; “and to carry on your
allufion, may we not fay, that they who do not know when they
have enough, are as dangeroufly wrong in the one cafe, as thofe who
fay we have too much, are in the other? The Englith complaining of
the want of liberty, reminds me of the coffee-houfe orator’s ftory of
Caffem, who, wallowing in wealth, loft it all in the wild purfuit of
more.~—] hope however that they never will, like him, lofe their

ftock in vain endeavours to increafe it.”” *

LETTER XXXV.

Wine 1 was, in the manner I have already men-
tioned, endeavouring to pafs away the time as cheerfully as poflible,

till a caravan was formed, or Company’s difpatches were coming

over land, of which I might avail myfelf; I found my fituation in the
houfe
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houfe of Mr.

of whofc good fenfe, and truly excellent dilpofition, I had too mani-

growing extremely critical. That gentleman,

fold proofs to call them in queftion, had, though fallen into the vale
of years, married his Lady at a ver; tender age. She was then young,
heautiful, full of fenfibility, and gifted with fuch natural endowments
both of mind and perfon, accompanied with all thole accomplithments
which helped to drefs them to advantage, that fhe night well be ac-
quitted of vanity, even though fancy fuggefled toher the was fit to grace
and confer happinefs on ayounger bed; while refle@ion on the obvious
difparity of the match (which the cool temper of fatiety poflibly
fuggefted to him) might perhaps have alarmed his mind to circum-
flances of probable danger, that, before wedlock, were all hid behind
the deceptive veil of paflion. Whether thefe were the private fenti-
ments that influenced both or either of them, I cannot prefume to
determine, though I think it probable: for I was not long in the
houfe till T plainly perceived they were on a very bad footing with each
other, and in fhort that difagreement was become habitual to them.
At firft, that is to fay, for a few days after my becoming an inmate
of their houfe, decency enforced concealment, and the ebullitions
of peevithnefs were ftifled by the diftates of prudence: but the
animofitics of the connubial ftate are thofe which of all others are
the moft impatient under controul ; and as time, by producing fa-
miliarity, relaxed reftraint, the pent-up paflions began to force their

way, and open bikering took place in my prefence.
K2 It
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It is but barely doing juftice to myfelf to fay, that I felt the moft
poignant concern at fecing a couple, each fo perfe&tly amiable in all
other refpects, blafting the hours that (hould be given to harmony
and love, in jarring, reproach, and recrimination ; and I would have
given all I was worth that I had never had occafion to efteem them
fo much, or that I could give them that peace which feemed to
have flown them for ever. Fain would I caft a veil over the whole
tranfaltion ; fain would I bury it, even from myfelf, in oblivion:
but it has been made by my enemies the fubje& of triumphant flander ;
and to do juflice to myfelf, and difclaim the extent of guilt which they
would impute to me, I am relu&tantly obliged to avow the fhare I
had, and declare how the matter really flood. I muft fpeak the
truth, and hope you will not conceive that I defignedly lean too
heavily upon any one, to eafe myfelf of my fhare of the load.

Whatever domeftic uneafinefs may fubfift between a married pair,
the man, if prudent, will endeavour to conceal it ; and the woman,
if truly virtuous, will take care to do fo: fhould great difparity of
age (as in the prefent inftance) be the cafe, the Lady is more parti-
cularly bound to conceal any uneafinefs, left it thould be attributed
to that caufe which people are in fuch cales too prone to fufped,
diflike to her hufband ; and before young men, above all, the thould
be moft cxemplary, as the muft well know that their natural vanity,
combined with the leading idea of her averfion and iﬁﬁdelity to her
hufband, fuggeft ideas to them from whence their warm imaginations

draw
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draw inferences of a nature too pleafing to be parted with, and too
probable not to be put in prattice, or at leaft attempted. Here then
a woman at once lays herfelf fairly open to the affaults of illicit
love, I think it will not be denied, that the woman who promulgates
the difagreements between her and her hufband, particularly if fhe
fuffers a young man to be privy to it, is cither extremely ignorant,
or intentionally vicious, or both,

That the Lady 1 allude to may in {ome refpect be acquitted of
this imputation, I muft tell you, that the was only eighteen years
of age; her tender, inexperienced mind had not yet arrived to that
maturity which gives found judgment ; and though of good natural
talents, highly cultivated (for fhe {poke fluently Englith, French,
Italian, Arabic, Perfian, and the Greek and Turkifh languages), the
yet was {imple, innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world,
and incapable of reafoning from caufes up to confequences. But
unfortunately that fimplicity is attended with as much mifchief,
though not guilt, as the wilful mifconduct of the more experienced ;
it has the fame baleful effets with the hearers, infpires the fame
confidence, emboldens with the fame hopes, and leads to the fame
pernicious practices.

I have already mentioned, and will now remind you, that [ was
then young. Perhaps it was owing to a congeniality pointed out by
our age, perhaps to a compaflionate politenefls amounting to tender-,
nefs, which I always difclofed on thofe unhappy occafions, joined

4 perhaps
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perhaps to the ardent look of youth kindled by the imaginations to
which this imprudent condu& infenfibly gave birth, that the Lady
thought proper to take the very hazardous flep of making a conni-
dant of a young man and a foldier—and revealing to me the whele
tale of her grievances, with a pathetic eloquence, that would have
made an impreflion upon a much lefs fufceptible heart than mine,
I declare it moft folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of
confidence and efteem communicated to my heart ftrong fenfations
of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got the better of myfelf at firft, us
to receive the whole with the fame appearance of tranquillity, as if
1 had been only a confidential female friend. I pitied, it is true ;—7
exprefled my pity ;~T1 advifed, not treacheroufly but faithfully ;—1I faid
fuch things as occurred to me to be moft likely to afliage and cxtin-
‘guith the flame of difcord, and lead to an amicable adjuftment; and [
parted for that time with her to go to a {elf~approving pillow, where,
while my fancy was inflamed and tickled by the flattering mark of
regard fhewn me by fo all-accomplifhed a perfon, I had the foothing
delightful confcioufnefs of having, as far as I was able, done my duty,
and efcaped the corroding refle€tion of having violated the rights of
hofpitality.

Not an opportunity however afterwards offered, that the fame
unhappy point was not the fubjet of difcuflion, and unfortunately
‘thofe opportunities but too frequently occurred ; till at leagth we
began to feel that they were the fweeteft minutes of our lives, and

3 were
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were fought for with induftrious avidity by both of us. No human
refolution was fufhcient to withftand fuch an unlucky concurrence
of circumitances: from lamenting the grievances, we withed to re-
move them, from withing we proceeded to confider the means, and
when we had got that length, the flight was not far to the extreme end
—the execution of it. My paflions hurried me before them, my ex-
preffions grew gradually more and more unguarded, our converfation
became more interefting and warm ; and though I felt and firuggled
to be guided by the ftri principles of honour, and formed a thou-
fand refolutions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by injuring
the man who had treated me with fuch kindnefs, the ftruggle became
too fevere for me—the defire of pleafing a lovely woman, who had
repofed fuch unbounded confidence in me, and who fecmed to ex-
pecl and require of me to alleviate her mifery, at length bore down
all the oppoiitions fuggefied by reafon and principle, and T agreed to
become the inftrument of her remnoval from this unhappy fituation.
We fell—but not intirely. Therc is one length to which no earthly
confideration—no allurement however dazzling could tempt me-—it is
now the moft cordial confolation to my mind; I never fuffered
myflf to think of trefpafling on the decorum of his houfe, nor did
we in any fingle inftance carry our intercourfe to a dire violation of
his bed. Though the tranfports of youthful paflion hurricd us into
converfations and refleCtions on the {ubje& of her determination to

bc feparated from her hufband, yet that paflion was of too delicate
a kind
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a kind to fink into the brutal fordid indulgence of difhonourable
flolen embraces. Shic withed for that feparation, rather as a fubter-
fuge from inceflant diurnal mifery, than as a prelude to any vicious
or illicit enjoyment ; and we looked with pleafure to the event, but
we looked no further,

Ir is thus that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are hurried on
ftep by fiep, fondly imagining that each fucceflive object, which
bounds our fight, will ftop onr headlong career ; while alas! every
flep we advance gives additional rapidity to our defcent: like the
centripetal force of a projeile, our pace increafes with uniformly
accelerated motion—till difdaining all controul, and breaking down
every impediment that reafon, morality, or honour throw in the way
to refcue us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpetedly into the
laft gulph of vice and infamy.

Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the prefent cafe,
which arrefted our progrefs down this hideous defcent, and referved
us both I hope to convi@tion of our folly, and repentance of our
ctror. And I have the confolation to refledi, that out of fuch a hoft
of dangers and temptations as I was befet with, I have efcaped
without the attual perpetration of a deed, which would, had it hap-
pened, in all probability have embittered my life.

While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fecrecy of ex-
prefling our genuine fentiments, her hufband difcovered our withes,
and all at once took the neceflary meafures for preventing them. So

that,
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that, overwhelmed with grief and fhame, 1 dire@ly formed the
refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed in the beft manner I could

on my deftination. |
Thus you fee, my dear Frederick, was your father, by failing to
refift the firft impreflions of an unlawful and dithonourable paffion,
infenfibly led to the very brink of a precipice, the bare remembrance
of which now makes him fhudder with horror, The flory, by means
unneceffary for me to mention, took wind, The folly of {fome, the
malice of others, and the unaccountable propenfity to falfechood of
more, trumpeted it sbout with many exaggerations to my injury, and
I was held up as the deliberate feducer of innocence : but the whole
tranfa&ion is exally as I have ftated it ; and the difagreements pre-
vious to my arrival at Aleppo, which, in telling the flory, they pur-
pofcly left out, were of {uch public notoriety, that every European,
even the Conful himf{elf, was fully acquainted with them. ‘This is
the confequence of a deviation from the ftric rule of right. Treafure
it up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten; and fct it
operate as a caution to you, how you entangle yourfelf in the fnares
of women : recolle& that my efcape was fingularly fortunate, and
the mere effe&t of accident ; and flatter not yourfelf, that becaufe acci-
dent ferved in one cafe, it will in another. Providence has, for the.
wifeft of purpofes, implanted in our nature 2 fondnefs for the fair
fex; and fo long as it is ufed prudently and virtuoully, it conflitutes
the firft happinefs of life; but if an the contrary, it flimulates us to
L ‘ excefs,
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excefls, impels to injure our fellow-creature, or break in upon the re-
pofe of a family; it is our reproach, our thame, our curfe, and very
frequently our utter and irremediable ruin ; add to this, that there s
in the general charater of women, a capricioufnefs, a levity, and a
vanity, under the influence of which they fport with men, only to dil-
play their power, and evince the force of their charms, which makes
the cultivation of their good graces in any way hazardous. To adopt
the idea of an old epigram—* There is no living with them, nor
without them,”

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firft object of my I,
my efforts fhall be turned tothe guiding of your greener years from
any premature impreflions ; and when reafon and matured age fit you
for the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it mine to direc
your fteps away from that clafs, who think rank a fufficient fan&ion
for vice, who flare in all the bronze of ariftocratic aflurance, under a
load of obloquy, beneath which the pooreft peafant’s wife would fink;
who think that wealth and rank confer a right to commit excefles
that would degrade the meaneft of the canaille ; and felicitate them-
felves with the refle&ion, that, under the protetion of family or an
infamous hufband, they may indulge in enormities, for which the

loweft of their {ex are beating hemp in Bridewell.

LETTER



LETTER XXXVL

Tue difcovery to which T alluded in my laft letter, fur-
prifed and gri.e.vcd me very much ; and indeed it aftonithed me the
more, from the manner in which it was communicated.

One day I received a polite meflage from the Britith Conful,
faying, he wifhed to fpeak to me as foon as poffible, upon a bufinels
of great confequence. I thought at firft, that it might be fome plan
for my proceeding on my journey— perhaps Company’s difpatches
that had arrived to go over land ; and at intervals, fomething like
apprehenfions of the true motive of his fending for me flew acrofs my

mind, I however went to him, when, after fome little introdu@ory

converfation, he told me, that my hoft Mr.’ — had been with
him that morning, laying before him a complaint of a moft extraor-
dinary and ferious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned me,
he thought himfelf bound to inform me, in order that I might cither
contradi&t fo grofs a calumny if it were untrue, or {ind means to
avoid the obviouﬂy‘ neccflary refult if founded in fad.

He then proceeded to relate to me, that Mr, ———— had informed
him of a confpiracy having been mecditated againft his peace and
honour, between his wife and the Englith gentieman whom Be had

1. 2 entertained
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entertained in his houfc; that their plan was nothing lefs than an
clopement, and that he did not know how foon it might be carried
into exccution, if not timely prevented ; and finally, that he had
demanded the affiftance of the Conful and his intereft with the
Turkifh magiftrate to prevent it, by granting him an armed force for
the protection of his houfe.

I was much furptifed to find that converfations fo very guarded as
ours were difcovered, and more f{o that the aggrieved perfon did not
think proper to fpeak to mylelf, and charge me in perfon with the
offence ; never refleCting the while, that all my ideas were military,
and his merely commercial: I was alfo much at a lofs to conjeture
how he came to make the difcovery—but this I found afterwards he
owed to a female fervant, who had been improvide;ltly intrufted by
her miftrefs with the fecret.,

Finding, however, that by whatever means he became acquainted
with the affair, it was a certain fa& that he was apprifed of it, I
diré&ly acknowledged the whole truth with the utmoft candour to
the Conful ; told him the affair ftep by ftep as it arofe, affuring him
(which I really thought to be the cafe) that pity for the Lady’s deplo-
rable fituation made me liften to fuch a meafure ; and that unlawful
paflion had fo little to do with it, that in all our private conferences
we had never tranfgrefled the limits of purity ; and that her perfon
was, at leaft refpe&ing me, and 1 firmly believed all mankind, {pot-
lefs and inviolate, I added, that great allowances were to be made for

6 a young
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a young creature barely ecighteen years of age, configned by the
wickednefs of avaricious parents to the embraces of a man of fixty-
five; who, amiable and worthy though he was, in focial intercourfe
with the world (which I knew him to be), was yet in the moft indif-
penfable point of connubial felicity fo utterly defective, as neceflarily
to create difguft and abhorrence in a youthful mind. I remarked to
him, that, in the forming of laws, it as plainly appeared on their face,
who made them amongft the Englih, as it does onthe face of the Gen-
too laws, that they were made by the Bramins: for, as by the latter the
penalty of a few puns* of couries (not value a thilling. is anncxed to
the perpetration of a crime, for which thofe of another clafs lofe their
lives; fo, among us, it appears that our laws are made by the aged,
the decrepid, the fenfual, and the rich.  Elfe it could never happen
that there were in the fame code, laws to punith marriage between
the young and vigorous, and enable the brutality of a parent to take
its full fcope, and confign, as in the prefent inftanee, youth, beauty,
health, and every perfonal attraion, to the arms of age, infirmity, and
impotence. And I concluded by faying, that all parties aiding in fuch
an unnatural confederacy fhould be punifhed.

The Conful fairly acknowledged there was too much truth in
what I had faid ; but remarked withal, that it was rather a hazardous

* Couries, a kind of {fmall fhells ufed in India, as a circulating medium in place
of coin, in value much below the {malleft copper coin—a Pun is a cermin number
of them.

experiment,,
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cquﬁmént, and he was {ure it would be an'endlef.s one, to corre&t
all the abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incompetency
to form any thing perfed, neceffarily left fociety and their laws liable
—that the law was written, and it was the duty of every individual to
obey it— and that in cafes of adultery, the offence could be juftified
én no folid grounds whatever, for, independent of the feelings of the
lufhand, which perhaps were more poignant in old age than youth,
the injury to his family was not to be got over, in probably giving to
him an heir no way a-kin to him. “ It would be right I think,”
faid he, “ to flop fuch difproportionate matches ; yet, once made, they
fhould be as religioufly obferved inviolate as thofe of love, among
which we almoft as frequently, as in thofe of compulfion, fee inftances
of infidelity. If you doubt this,” faid he, “ read the records of
Do&tors” Commons.”

I agreed to the juftice of what he faid, at the fame time affured
him, that my intentions went no farther than withing the Lady to
be refcued from her -thraldom, which I told him was dreadful.—
“ ['am fure,” faid the Conful, * that Mr, Campbell thinks fo, becaufe

-T am convinced he would not otherwife fay fo. But may not,” faid
he, fmiling,” * may not Mr. C. have deceived himfelf? thefe arc
things in which the paflions are ftrangely apt to hoodwink the
Qnderﬁanding. However,” continucd he, breaking off pleafantly,
“ 1 muft give you all the comfort that truth will allow me to do: 1

am fure that the poor Lady is condemned to great wretchednefs ;

partly
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partly from my own obfervation, partly from public report, and
partly from her own mouth: for you muft know fthe has feveral
times complained to me of her hufband’s peevithnefs and tyranny ;

and even befought me to ufe my influence and authority to relieve
,” continued he, “is a man

her. from her mifery. Mr.
whom g8 ~all other accounts I efteem, and value highly. In this
inflance he has erred, and I cannot pity him, even though he fuffers
all the torments of jealoufy: and as there are laws for punifhing
with death premature intercourfe with the fex, I cannot fee, any more
than you, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age fhould not
be equally punithed, for I am fure it is equally unnatural, and ftill
more injurious to a State. Thefe are ‘my fentiments,” continued
he; “* but let not this declaration induce you to think that I the lefs
difapprove of your intermeddling. You have allowed me the
privilege of a friend, and I will not fuffer it to be made an empty
one. You were mare culpable than many young men would be;
{irlt, becaufe you are married, and fhould, upon the common prin-
ciple of doing as you would be done’by, have refrained ; and next,
becaufe you were enjoying the [weets of hofpitality in his houfe, and
thould have dafhed from his lips, rather than held tg them, the decpeft
cup of bitternefs.” J

“ But, my dear fir,” faid I, “I do not attempt to juftify—I only -
endeavour to mitigate the matter, and you will recollect that the very

circumftance which in one point of view aggravates, in another
alleviates.
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alleviates the fault: the living in his houfe afforded thofe interviews,
and expofed me to thofe temptations under which I was near fiuking
—1 fhould ncver have {fought them: but he muft be more or lefs than
man, that could have refifted them; and though I have a high fenfc
of Mr. Conful’s ftric honour and virtue, as well as prudence, he
muft cxcufe me, though I doubt whether he could hu*jf have
refifted fo longg and fo effeCiually as I did. Iam fure there are many
who will cenfure, that could not.” :

The Conful fmiled, and, turning the difcourfe from its dire&t line,
obferved, that it was abfolutely neceffary I thould defift, elfe he would

be obliged to ufe his influence and power to prote&t Mr.

In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firft place, that I
would proceed no farther in the bufinefs ; and that, on the contrary, I
was determined to fet out upon my journey to India directly, if
means could be contrived for my conveyance ; adding, that I {hould
confider it as a great favour, in addition to thofe I had already
received at his hands, if he would contrive fome meapeto fet me
forward in my route. N , ’

To this he anfwered, that as the making up of a caravan would
be extravagantly expenfive, he knew no means that were not attended
with certain hardfhip and eventual danger; but finding me deter-
"mined at almoft any danger or hazard to fet off, he propofed to fend
for a man who knew every refource in that way, and when he came
avould talk farther on the bufinefs; and in the mean time, recom-

mended
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mended great circumfpe@®ion to me while 1 continued at N

’s houfe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word.

Being now conftrained by every confideration, as well of prudencce
and decency as of inclination, to leave Aleppo immediately : T deter-
mined that no common impediments thould ftop me, and waited
with impatience the arrival of the perfon on whom the Conful refted
his hopes of difpatching me.

He came in the evening, and after a conference with the Conful,
he introduced him to me, and acquainted me that ke was a Tartar,
and one of the vaft number of that defeription who are employed
by the Turkifh State in carrying difpatches from Court to the various
Viceroys and Bathaws, and interchangably between them again;
that they were men on whofe fidelity the utmoft reliance could be
had; and that this man, who had an excellent character, had
agreed to take me to Bagdad, provided I would fubmit to the dif-
guife of a Tartar.

The agrecment between us I entirely {fubmitted to the difcretion
of the Conful, who had the goodnefs to fettle it thus :---The Tartar
was to deliver me fafe at Bagdad ; tofupply me and my fervant, who
alted as interpreter, with an ample fufhciency of provifions and horfes
on the road; to exchange my horfe for me as often as 1 pleafed,
and to go at {uch rate, whether fafter or flower, as I thought proper:
for this he was to receive onc hundred pounds ; and I further pio-

mifed, as an encouragement to Lim, that if he adted to my futisfac-
M ‘ tion,
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tion, I would, ont our arrival at Bagdad, add a douceur of twenty
pounds.

The next day he came, and I had a diftinct view of this my new
fellow traveller and fuppofed mafter, for in feveral places I was to
pafs for his flaive,  He was one of thofe ftriking charader figures
that a painter would like to take a fketch of — and methought Tartar
was written legibly in every lineament of his countenance and
perfon.—He was tall, mufcular and bony—his figure befpoke great
hardihood, firength and acivity—nor could the trowfers which he
wore conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs-—his fhoulders were
expanded to an enormous breadth——he was unincumbered with
fleth, or indeed rather extremely lcan—his forehead, though partly
concealed beneath his turban, was very high—his nofe large, hooked,
fharp, and prominent—a pair of {mall, fierce, black, penetrating eyes,
barely feparated by the nofe, and a formidable pair of muftachios,
which he carefully fleeked with pomatum into a point refembling an
awl-blade, and which moved like the whifkers of a purring cat, with
every word he fpoke, gave a whimfical ferocity to the countenance,
beyond the reach of defcription, and rendered him altogether as dif-
couraging a confidential friend, as ever a Chriftian trufted his life to
fince Mahomet firft {et up the trade of a prophet. He furveyed me
with great attention—opened his mouth two or three times like a
rafping pike, asif to fpeak—ftroaked his whifkers as often—and at
laft pronounced that he would undertake to conduét me ; adding, in

allufion
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allufion to my black hair and dark complexion, that I looked more
like a native, than any Yrank be had ever feen.  lle ordered me to
cut my hair quite {hort, to provide mylclf with a Tartar drefs and
cap, in the fafhion of his own; and faying he would call on me in
proper time, departed.

Thus equipped, we fet out, not without great pain and regret
on my part; pain at leaving a moft beautiful young woman, whom
1 pitied and cfteemed, fubje@ to the refentment of o hufband, at once
jealous from nature, peevifh from habit, and enraged {rom her open
and unequivocal demontftrations of hatred ; and regret at having been
betrayed by fituation into fuch a very ferious dilemma.

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair was reprefented in a
varicty of unfavourable lights to the different new comers from Eng-
land; and as a ftory is that commodity which of all others honeft
people do not love to fteal any thing from, in its paflage through
their hands, it found its way in various forms (none of them how-
ever tending to foften it) to many of my friends and conne&ions,
thofe from whom of all others I wifhed to conceal it. Labouring under
fuch calumnies, it cannot be confidered as a violation of decorum,
or unneceflary infradtion upon delicacy, if I ftate the truth, in order,
though I cannot acquit myfelf of cenfurable condud, at leaft not
filently to fubmit to unlimited calumny, and, charges of crimes which
T hope I have too much honour and integrity to commit.

1 muft add, that previous to my departure the Contul did every

M 2 thing
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thing that it was poffible for him to do, conducive to my fafety and
accommodation on the road, which as we were obliged to go to the
city of Diarbeker, a great length out of our way, he obferved would
be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous; he procured me from
others, and gave me himfelf, a number of letters, and at parting de-
fired me to comfort myfelf with the refle@tion, that when 1 arrived
at my journey’s end, I thould have to boaft, that I went to India by

a route never travelled by any European before.

LETTER XXXVIL

A's 1 became familiarifed to my Tartar guide, I found
his charadter difclofe much better traits than his firft appearance be-
{fpoke, and I began infenfibly to think him a very entertaining fellow :
perceiving that I was very law fpirited and thoughtful, he exhibited
manifeft marks of compaffion ; and taking itinto his head that I was
atually removed for ever from my friends and my family, he fpoke in
a ftyle of regret and feeling, that did great honour to his heart : and to
fay the truth, he did every thing in his power to alleviate my feelings,
converfing with me, either by means of the interpreter, or in broken

lingua
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lingua franca; fupplying all my wants cheerfully and abundantly ;
changing horles with me as often as I pleafed, and going flow or gal-
loping forward juft as heft fuited my inclination or humour.

The Orft obje@ he feemed to have in view on our journcy, was
to imprefs me with a notion of his confequence and authority, as a
meflenger belonging to the Sultan.  As all thofe men are employed
by the firlt magiftrates in the country, and are, as it were, the links
of communication between them, they think themfelves of great
importance in the State; while the great men whofe bufinefs they
are employed in, make them feel the weight of authority, and treat
them with the greateft contempt : hence they become habitually fer-
vile to their fupcriors, and by natural confequence infolent and over-
bearing to their inferiors, or thofe who being in their power they
conceive to be fo. - As carriers of difpatches, their power and au-
thority wherever they go is in fome points undifputed ; and they
can compel a fupply of provifions, horfes, and attendants, where-
cver it fuits their occafions; nor dare any man refift their right to
take the horfe from under him to procced on the Emperor’s bufinss,
be the owner’s occafion ever fo prefling.

My feelings, which I can tell you were altogether of the molt
unpleafant kind, ferved as a ftimulus to my mind, and increaied my
anxiety to get forward ; I therefore puthed on as faft as the horics,
which were in general excellent, could carry me: and as we halted
at a number of ftages to get freth horfes and provifions, my Tartar

guide
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guide had frequent opportunitics of indulging his {clf~importance, and
difplaying his great authority and power. As {oon as he ftopped at a
caravanfera, he immediately called luftily about him in the name of
the Sultan, demanding with an imperious and menacing tone of voice,
frefh horfes, vituals, &c, on the inftant. The terror of this great
man operated like magic ; noflxing could exceed the a&ivity of thic
wen, the brifknefs of the women, and the terror of the children ;
for the caravanferas are continually attended by numbers of the very
loweft claffes of the people; but no quicknefs of preparation, no
effort or induftry could fatisfy my gentleman ; he would thew me his
power in a ftill more firiking point of view, and fall belabouring
them with his whip, and kicking them with all his might. I muft
confefs I was much hurt at this extravagant abufe of upftart power,
and was two or three times on the point of interfering; but fortu-
nately, recolle@ed that it would neither be in charaer, nor have any
good cffe@, and that if I prefumed to fpeak, my guide would be
obliged in my defence to give me a flogging in order to prevent
fufpicion,

This inconfiderate tyranny and cruelty, I had afterwards reafon to
beclieve, was by no means a part of his natural difpofition; but
vanity, to which fo many among us in Europe fall victims, urged
him to excefles, which I dare fay his heart privately condemned.

It was on the fifth or fixth day (I cannot precifely fay which)
after our leaving Aleppo, that we got to the city of Diarbeker, the
capital of the province of that name, having pafled over an extent of

g country
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country of between three and four hundred miles, moft of it blefled
with the greatelt fertility, producing, in the few cultivated parts,
orain, {ruits of various kinds, and filk in great varicty and abun-
dance, and abounding with as rich paftures as I ever beheld, covered
with numercus herds and flocks. The air was charmingly temperate
in the day-time, but, to my fecling, extremely cold at night.

Yet notwithftanding the extreme fertility of this country, the
bad adminiftration of government, confpiring with the indolence
of the inhabitants, leaves it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbeker,
proper, called alfo Mefopotamia, from its lying between the two
famous riveys Tipris and Fuphrates, and by Mofes called Papan
Aram, that is to fay— The fruitful Syria;” abounds with corn,
wine, oil, fruits, and all the neceflarics of life. It is fuppofed to be
the feat of the Earthly Paradife, and all Geographers agree that it
was there the defcendants of Noah firft fettled after the flood.

Infignificant as thofe circumf{tances may appear to mere calculators
of profit and lofs, it cannot be denied that they have a powerful aud
pleafing cffe on the refined imagination. To be treading that
ground where Abraham trod ; whcre Nahar the father of Rebecea
lived; and where Laban, to whom Jacob fled to avoid his Lrother
Efur's refentment, and whom he ferved fourteen years for the love
he hore to Rachel, was to e a circumiance produdtive of delight-
ful fenfations. How fme]j7 has that Giant of the t'en, Johnfon, jufti-
fied thofe fenfations in his Tour to the Highlands of Scotland and

Weltern
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Weltern Iflands j—defcribing his emotions on vifiting the famous
ifland of lona, or Colombkill, he fays—* We were now treading
¢ that illuftrious Hland which was once the luminary of the Caledo-
“ nian regions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians derived
“ the benefits of knowledge, and bleflings of rciigion. To abftract
“ the mind from all local emotion, would be impoffible if it werc
« endeavoured, and would be foolith if it were poflible, Whatever
« withdraws us from the power of our fenfes—whatever makes the
“ paft, the diftant, or the future, predominate over the prefent, ad-
“« vances us in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me, and
“ from my friends, be fuch frigid philofophy, as may conduc us in-
¢ different and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified
“ by wifdom, bravery, or virtue!—that man is little to be envied
«“ whole patriotifim would not gain force upon the Plain of Marathon,
“ or whofc piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of
“ Jona.” :

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a.delightful plain on
the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly at its head; it is one of
the richeft, moft trading, firong, and populous cities in Afiatic
Turkey ; and is adorned with many pia;zas and rharket places in
the Turkith ftyle, and a large magnificent Mofque, formerly a
Chriftian church; for Chriftianity flourithed over this country fo
‘late as the fixth century. ‘There is even now a {e&, whofe Patriarch
ftill refides here: and they thew on the road near the town, a chapel®

where
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where the holy man Job is faid to be buried.  This city is fupplied
amply with water by a canal cut from the Tigris, and has muny
caravanferas on both fides of the river.

Few countries in the world exceed that about this city for natural
richnefs and beauty :—the bread and wine are excellent—the fruit
beyond conception delicious —and my friend the Tartar took care,
under pretence of fupercilious Aauteur, to tear in pieces a couple of
fowls, and hand to me now a leg, now a wing, till I made the moft
delicious repaflt I ever remember to have eat in my life.

It is computed that there are refident in this city no lefs than
twenty thoufand Chriftian inhabitants, fome of whom are of the
Church of Rome;—and perhaps it is owing to that mixture, that the
fair fex have more freedom, and the men more politenefls and affa-
bility, than thofe of any other city in the empire :—the chief bufi-
nefs there, is making that fine leather commonly called Turkey
leather. |

Figure to yourfelf, my dear FREDERICK, my Tartar guide, who
was an admirable actor, fitting at a caravanfera in ftate at his dinncr,
devouring excellent fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious fruit, in
as great pemp as a Bafhaw ; and in order to keep up the femblance
of authority over me, to favour my difguife, handing to me, who
fat at humble diftance, a part of his provifions.—You may form to
yourfelf an idea of the fcene ; but all the efforts of imagination muft

fall thort of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the
N ' a&tions
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attions of the Tartar ; fometimes affeCting contemptuous pity, fome=

)

times fupercilious arrogance ; fometimes brutal fternnefs, and fome-
times the gentle blandifhments of confcious fuperiority ; and all in
fuch a mafterly ftyle of performance, that I doubt whether Garrick
himfelf, with all his powers of countenance, could outdo him.
Critical though my fituation was, and much as [ was harafled with
the corrofions of mental pain, the extravagant a@ion and ludicrous
pompofity of this man frequently overbore my prudence, and com-
pelled me to laugh incontinently and loudly ;—on all fuch occafions
he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his eye-brows to his tur-
ban, fcrew down the corners of his mouth in the moft rueful
manner, and give 2 loud whew ! with his eyes fixed in a ftarc at me,
till entirely overcome with laughter, and ready to fink under it, I
clapped my face between my hands, and, as well as I could, bowed
in token of forrow and fubmiffion; when threatening me vehemently,
and at the {ame time uttering a lamentable expreflion of doubt that
he was afraid he had had an idiot impofed on him, he would bufile
about, direct the horfes to be got ready, and order me to get on
horfeback, with many denunciations of fevere treatment, and a thou-
fand flourifhes of his whip over my head.

As I have rode along mufing upon the contemptible firatagems
to which I was reduced, in order to get through this country, for
no other reafon but becaufe I was a Chriftian, I could not help re-
fleting with forrow on the melancholy effefts of fuperftition, and

regretting
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regrotting that that place, which in the times of primitive fimplicity
was called the Terreftrial Paradife; that place where Gop firlt
planted Man after the Flood; where the god-like Abraham and
the holy Job breathed the pure air of piety and {implicity ; that
place which from all thofe circumftances ought to be confidered above
all others as the univerfal inheritance of mankind, fhould now be
cut off from all but a horde of fenfelefs bigots, barbarous fanatics,
and inflexible tyrants, And 1 could not help confidering with
melancholy concern, the blindnefs and infatuation of men, who,
lefs earmeft to accommodate themfelves than injure others, thut
out their fellow-creatures from that which they themfelves will
not ufe, and, while they fuffer millions of the richeft acres in the
univerfe to be untilled, and f{pend their fweetnefs in the defert air,
with wicked jealoufy, and envy more than diabolical, begrudge to
others the little {fpot on which they ftand, and chafe them as thev

would a ravening tiger from their country.
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LETTER XXXVIIL

A's we advanced towards the fouthward and caftward, in.
our way from Diarbeker towards Bagdad, I found the air became fen-
fibly warmer, and obferved that the difpofition of the people grew
more and more brutal. My guide’s condu@ (for he knew them
well) became proportionately artful, and my manners were of courfe
to grow fo much the humbler. I obferved, however, that his authority
continued the fame, and that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour ;
not in feverity or chaftifement, but in exadting implicit obedience.
Yet flill he cvidently acted with great caution and circumfpettion;
for, in {fome diftricts, he either avoided the little villages by a circui-
tous route, or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while the
gaping multitude confidered us as on a difpatch of hafte and import-
ance—In others, he entered the towns without referve, and left it to
chance to decide whether we fhould be difcovered or not. At fome
caravanferas he treated me with affeCted negligence, at others he
made me eat with him and drink wine, of which, in fome places,
he himfelf drank copioufly, and at others as {crupuleufly refrained

from.
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from. And fometimes we lay at night out in the open air, rather
than enter a town; on which occafions I found the weather as
piercing cold as it was diftrefsfully hot in the day time. Bred, as
the man was, a mixture of flave and tyrant, I can fuppofe fome parts
of this conduc to arife from caprice ; but as he was naturally kind,
as many of thofe aberrations from the ufual mode of travelling were
attended with hardfhip and inconvenience to himfelf, and as my
fervant and the other Tartar were clearly of opinion he was right,
I am rather difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, acted from
principles of found fenfe and policy.

He frequently advifed me again(t indulging in laughter; faid it
was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftent with the gravity becoming a
wife man, and withal dangerous. '

One evening we came to a caravanfera much fatigued, the day
being extremely hot, and we having rode very hard —whether it was
caprice or fatigue, or the fuggeftion of policy that moved him, I
cannot fay, but he certainly was more difpofed to play the tyrant than I
had ever before feen him. He flogged the men who took the horfcs,
kicked every one he met, made the houfe ring with his -enormous
voice; direGed fupper to be got ready, ate growling, and finding
fault “with every thing; and under pretence of difliking the ingre-
dients of an excellent pillaw, handed it over to me, faying, Here,
Jimmel (the name he called me), here, take this filth, and cram it

down thy coarfe throat, it is only fit for a Frank—I took it with the
| betk
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beft air of humility I could affume ; and tearing the meat with my
fingers, which I alfo ufed inftead of a fpoon to eat the rice, fwul-
lowed it eagerly ; he watching me all the time attentively. When 1
had finifhed it, I gave him a hint in the Frank language, that ] fhould
like to wafh it down with fome wine ; but he did not, or rather
would not, underftand me.

Supper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him with fome
water, and dire¢ted him to wath his feet ; while that operation was
performing, he continued menacing every one about him. My
fervant, who fat next me and behind him, interpreted every thing
he faid. ¢ Yes, ye flaves,” faid he, as he lolled back upon his
cufhion, “ yes, I will make the beft of you wath my feet; for who
fhall refule to wafh the feet of him, who reprefents the Sultan of
the World, the Son of Mahomet, th¢ Meflenger of the Lord?”’ The
poor fellow proceeded in his humble office, and only interrupted
him by faying, “Blefled bec my Lord the Sultan, and glory be to the
Lord our God, and Mahomet his Prophet.”— Yes, yes,;’ continued
my Tartar, * blefs God and the Prophet, and pray for his fervant
our Sultan, and all who reprefent him like me, that flaves of your
defcription are permitted to live : nay, thou fhalt' wafh this Frank’s
feet:” then, turning to me with an air of magifterial tendernefs,
“ Jimmel,” faid he, ¢ hold forth thy feet, and let them be wathed by
this difciple of Ali—I fay, hold forth thy feet.”

Scarccly able to refrain from laughter at this Bombardinian of

the
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the Eaft, and his pompous manner of iffuing his orders, 1 drew up
my trowfers and took off my boots—the man brought frefh water, and
fell to rubbing my feet with great good will and humility ; yet evi-
dently felt fo much hurt at the humiliation, that I was forry for it,
and would rather have difpenfed with the wathing, though it was «
luxury.

In the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was reclining on
his cufhion, imoking, rofe up, and ftalking two or three times acrofs
the room, with the moft ludicrous air of felf-conceit and importance,
took his tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandifhed it in oftentatious
parade, and in the tone and manner rather of one that was raving
than of a man in his fober fenfes, burft out with an emphatical ex-
preflion of fatisfaion, and faid, * This it is to be prote¢ted by a
great man : Muflulmen falam to him and wath his feet,” .

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfurdity of its applica-
tion, and the confequential folemnity of his aQtion and countenance
while he fpoke, altogether rufhed npon me with fuch impetuous
force, that I could not refift it, and, in fpite of every effort to reftrain
myfelf, burft into an immoderate fit of laughter.

Had 1 the pencil of ogarth, the pen of Shakefpeare, or the
powers of a Garrick, I might attempt to give fome idea of his coun-
tenance, when, turning, he beheld me convulfed with laughter. 1
might attempt it, I fay, but I could not do it juftice. Such a combi-

nation of ludicrous expreflion I never beheld; it was indecd un
- epitome
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epitome of all the lower order of human paffions. Fury predomi-
nated, but it was rifible fury— it was fury that rather grinned than
frowned ; though under it were to be feen fhame and- mortification,
forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filly bafhfulnefs and
decayed importance. For fome time he ftood transfixed to the fpot,
his eycs glifiening like thofe of a rat in a trap; his pointed whifkers
moving with the contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now
and then opening like the beak of a wounded hawk. . To utter his
fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in this ftate, not only
till my laughter was abated, but till 1 had time to reflect and be
ferioufly concerned.

At length, without faying a fentence, he wheeled about, threw off
his, flippers, drew on his boots, vociferated till he brought all the
people of the caravanfera about him, and ordcred horfes to be ready

inftantly. As orders from fuch a perfon were not likely to be dif-

obeyed, the horfes were got ready. 1 faw that I mutft cither proceed,
or come to an open rupture with him; fo recolleting that I was
myfelf in fault, that a difpute might be fatal, and that at all events
it was only the humour of the moment, I drew on my boots too,
and was ready to go, though I was much fitter for a twelve hours’
nap than for an hour’s travelling on horfeback.

We mounted immediately, and it was my good fortune to have
the beft horfe. He fet out upon the gallop, the moon fhining as
bright almoft as day ; I put forward my horfe, and kept rather before

him,



him, which vexed him fo, that he beat the poor animal he rode on
moft unmercifully. At length, after about eight or tcn miles riding,
he called a halt—difmounted, and faid he would reft there all night.
I faw it was all refentment : but knowing that it would be in vain to
remonflrate, 1 difmounted too; and, judging that the beft way to
mortify him in return, was to comply with affeCted approbation,
turned to my fervant and told him (knewing that it would go from
him to the Tartar) that I was delighted with the beauty of the night ;
remarking at the fame time, that lying in the fweet {alubrious air
was far preferable to being confined in the fultry filth of a cara-
vanfera.

As foon ‘as this was communicated to the Tartar, he remarked,
that the open air was the fitteft place for the beafts of the foreft, and
thercfore fuitable to a Frank ; but for his part, he would much rather
repofe on a cufhion, which he fhould have dore, had it not been for
my accurfed rifible faculties.

Here the converfation refted, and we fell afleep.  In a few hour.
he awoke us, and we fet forward : after fome paufe, he began in the
following manner, which was interpreted to me, as he fpoke, by my

fervant :
“ Surcly God made laughter for the derifion and fhame of

mankind, and gave it to the Franks and the monkies; for the one
ha, ha, ha’s, and the other he, he, he’s, and both are malicious,
0 mifchievous,
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mifchievous, and good for nothing but to fret and tantalize all that
come acrofs them.”

Here he paufcd, as waiting for fomething to be fuid : however, I
remained filent. At length, he continued: * Not but that, with all their
laughter, they have the wifdom to take fpecial care of themfelves ;
for half a dozen monkies will he, he, he, and empty a whole orchard
of its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred; and a Frank will ha,
ha, ha, and eat you up pillaws and poultry like a wolf, and drink
up wine with the fame moderation that a camel drinks up water,”

I thought I fhould have choked with fmothered laughter: I
would not however interrupt him, and fo contrived to keep it to
myfelf : he proceeded to apothegmatife : '

“ But with all their he, he, he’s, and ha, ha, ha’s, it fome-
times turns out that they are caught : the monkey is {cized in a trap,
and caged or knocked in the head, and the Frank is put in jail, and
baftinadoed or hanged ; and then the tune is changed, and it is
Oh, ho, ho!” Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and at
the fame time fo ridiculoufly, that I burft out laughing again.

“ Obferve, Jimmel,” faid he haftily,  obferve ! you can’t refrain !
But by our holy Prophet,” faid he ferioufly, “ it may end as I faid :
fo look to yourfelf, and avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part;
for there are places, and that was one of them laft night, where fufpi-
cion would ruin you. And if you loft your life, what thould I fay

for
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for myfelf on my return to Aleppo ? Eh, what fhould [ fay for myfelf?
Ha, ha, ha! would not do. No, no, they would not belicve it, and
I thould lofe my charater.”

“ Why, don’t you laugh yourfelf ?” faid L

¢« Very feldom, or rather never,” returned he; “at leaft I would
rot in time of danger. No, no, none but Chriflians and monkies
make a practice of laughing—Turks and Tartars are wifer.” T pro-
mifed him, that I would in future take more care ; and, by way of
appeafing him with a little flattery, faid, that he played his part fo
admirably, it was impoffible to refift the impulfe. But he anfwered,
with a grave face, that his altion in that cafe was of too ferious a
nature to be made a fubje&t of merriment—and advifed me to

believe 1t {o.

LETTER XXXIX,

THE folicitude of my guide for my fafety was the
carneftnefs of a man of bufinefs zealous to difcharge with the
utmoft puntuality the duty he had undertaken ; and T mufl obferve
to you, that the whole of his condu& evinced a precition and punc-

02 tuality
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tuality of dealing rarely found in our intercourfe with mankind. Pre-
vious to leaving Aleppo, he had undertaken to convey me fafe—he
was, as you may already perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in
his endeavours to do fo ; he had promifed to fupply me with food—fo
he did, in the moft ample manner ; he promifed to go as 1 pleafed,
faft or flow—fo he did ; he promifed to change horfes with me, as
often as I thought proper to defire—he did fo. But beyond this, Le
feemed to carry his care of me no farther than to any bale of goods
he might have in his charge. He was bound to deliver me fufe, in
good order and condition, at Bagdad: fo much he was determined
to do, and no more did he think of. I had got letters to the
Bathaws of fome of the towns through which we were to pafs: but
as the delivery of a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country,
always accompanied with a prefent, I thought it better to decline
dclivering them, cxcept when neceffity compelled—though the flate
of the country was fo unfettled, that we often had occafion for a

guard. |
As foon as the remembrance of the laughing affair was a little
decayed, the Tartar began to relax into good humour, and to talk
with his ufunal vehemence ; for he was always, according to the flow
of his {pirits, either fullenly filent or extravagantly loquacious. His
tongue might be confidered as a thermometer, by which the warmth
or coldnefs of his tchper might be calculated, and the extremes of
garrulity and taciturnity were the indices. His converfation, how-
ever,
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ever, was very circumicribed, and confifted chiefly of ftories of him.
felf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he made, and the feats of
manhood he performed. One circumftance I muoft in jultice men-
tion, as I think it marks ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modefty
of this people. Although he frequently lamented my banifhment
from my family, and although we were for eighteen days continually
converfing on a variety of occafions that might lead to the fubjet,
he never once talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fitua-
tion, glanced even remotely at the poflibility of my getting a jubfi-
tute in that way ; never hinted that he thought of them himf{tlf. On
feeing women coming to the wells, they reminded me of {ume of
the ftories in the Old Teftament. I mentioned it, but it went no
farther ; for whenever the fubje was ftarted, he threw cold water
on it

That he conceived me to be in fome refpeéts a parcel of property,
1 have good reafon to believe: for I obferved that at fome caravan-
feras the people collected round me, and regarded me with firong
fymptoms of furprife and pity; fome viewed me with commilcra-
tion, fome with contempt ; but not one creature, however wretched
or abje@, fecmed to envy my fituation.

I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an incident that
happened between Diarbeker and Moful.  One morning [ was unu-
fually overcome with the fatigues of the preceding day: the Turtar

called me, fummoned me to horfe; and finding that I gave no anfwer, g
5 nor
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nor ihewed any token of awaking, he lifted me in his arms bodily
from my couch (fuch was his ftrength that he did it without any
difficulty), carried me out without the leaft ceremony, and, before [
was fo completely awake as to be fenfible of my fituation, had me
fixzed upon a horfe ready to depart. ,

A tranfa&ion fo very fingular, you may well conclude, furprifed
¢ at the time, and would not readily be forgotten : fuch a crowd
of firange, confufed, and incongruous thoughts and fenfations as
~ecurred to me, I never before experienced : they were painful, they
were {urprifing ~ but I was in fuch a ftate that I could not afterwards
snalyfe them. The chief refletion that arofe from it was, that
human fentiment muft be in a deplorable ftate of degradation indeed,
when fuch a circumftance could occur from the notion that a man
was as much an aflet or piece of property, could be transferred by
the fam: means, and moved in the fame unfeeling manner, as any
portion of inert matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. Of
the truth of this pofition I had foon after a melancholy proof, in an
incident which, though lamentable, was attended with fuch ludicrous
circumftances, that even now I never think of it without {miling—-
finiting, as I did then, with a heart bleeding with pity.

One morning I was awakened before day-break with a buftle in
the caravanfera where we lodged. I conje@ured that the Tartar was
preparing to‘get forward, and rofe in order to lofe no time. I was

#fo far right in my conjeCtures : the horfes were ready, and I came
6 out
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out to mount, and was very much furprifed to perceive feveral horfes
before me loaded with fomething which ftood ere&t from their
backs, and which I had barely light to difcern were not men. I
concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed in a particu-
lar form, and afked no queftions till full day-light difclofed to me
that they were human creatures tied up in facks, and faftened aftride
on the horfes’ backs. There was a ﬂrangé union of horror and oddity
in the conception, that firuck me at once with a mixed emotion of
indignation, pity, and mirth.—The former however got the better,
and I afked my fervant with fome warmth what it meant.—He faid
that the facks contained fome young women whom the Tartar had
bought.—* Good Gop !” faid I, “is it poffible that he can have
bought wretched females to treat them with fo little tendernefs
“ He has bought them,” returned my fervant, ¢ in the way of traffic,
not for pleafure.” ,

« Suppofe he has,” faid I, “ fuppofe even they were men, not
to mention young women, how can he imagine that they will fur-
vive this ? Tied up and fweltered in a fack—faftened crofs-legs on a
horfe, and driven at {uch an amazing rate (for by this time we had
fet forward, and another Tartar was whipping the horfes up all the
time, and driving them on)—how is it poffible they can furvive?
They muft be fmothered—they muft be fhattered to pieces—they muft
be firipped, excoriated, and tortured to death !”

“If I might prefume to advife,” faid he, “I would fay that

you
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you had better make no remarks upon it: it would only get them
perhaps worle treated, and raife his anger againft you.”

To conclude, I took his advice, and kept my mind to myfelf.
The unfortunate women were in this manner carried fifty miles, at
the end of which their tender-hearted purchafer difpofed of them in
fome way of keeping till his return; when I fuppofe they were to
be carried back in facks aftride upon horfes, all the way to Aleppo,
there to be fold to the higheft bidder.

To us, my FREDERICK, who live in a country where an hour’s
detention in a houfe againft ‘our will is punithed as unlawful im-
prifonment, and who fecl and value the rich treafure of liberty
above all earthly bleflings, the bare idea of flavery appears horri-
ble; when the miferies of flavery are fharpened by cruelty, our
indignation burns at the offence: but fuch a complicated piece of
enormity as that 1 have mentioned, almoft tranfcends belicf, and
indignation is loft in amazement. There are but few men, evenin om
bracing climate, whom fifty miles riding would not fhake to pieces,
and torture almolt to death. No woman would think of it. But
when to that is fuperadded, firft the compulfion—then the forry and
at beft painful equipage of the horfes—the tender perfons, unaccuf-
tomed to riding, of the women—the {imothering heat of the fack—
and above ull the horrid climate, burning with an almoft vertical
heat (vertical at leaft compared with our oblique fun)—it will be
allowed to be a wonder, almoft approaching to a miracle, that they

furvived
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furvived one half of their journey. The wonder-working hand of
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it ; and when I afked
in the evening whether they were dying or dead, and was told that
they were not only alive but in perfet health, I could not help re-
peating that moft beautiful expreflion put into the mouth of Maria
by the inimitable Sterne, “ God tempers the wind to the fide of the
ithorn lamb.”

This affair tended to prejudice me flrongly againft my Tartar
guide, and I was for fome time that I could not look upon him with-
out horror : but at length my refentment abated ; and reafon, refum-
ing her feat of cool decifion, told me, that though it was a crime and a
orievous one, he was not fo refponfible for it as thofe who, knowing
better, authorifed it by their concurrence, gave it the fan&ion of law,
and made it familiarly pradtifed ; he only did that which he had been
cven from his mother’s breaft infiru¢ed to do, and fhould therefore
not be judged by thofe rules which a Briton would lay down for the
government of fuch cafes. .

A Briton !-—Hold ! Have I not now been uttering a moft fevere
fatire upon the Britith Nation? Yes! imputing to men a virtue which
they want, is the worft kind of fatire—I meant it not at the time,
but will not retra& what I have written—Britons dcferve the lath of
fatire ! They deferve a worfe lath: for the traffic in human bodies
ftill ftands a bloody brand of infamy on her great National Councils,
Their brothers’ blood ! the blood of millions of murdered Africans,

P ' like
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like that of Abel, cries to Heaven againft them, and will not, [
fear, cry in vain. '

Great God !—1What a horrible thought l—what an indelible
ftigma ! that a Legiflator fhall, in the cold blood of commerce, make
2 calculation of the probable profit upon human lives—put commer-
cial cxpediency in the balance againft murder—and make convenience
the excufe for crime!—Why, the robber may do fo!—But fhall
Britons, generous Britons, who boaftful claim precedence of the
world in freedom, humanity, and jultice—fhall they look on and fec
inferior nations {purning. from them with horror the debafing traffic ;
and ftimulated by avarice, or mifled by wicked policy, retain the blot
that other States have wiped away, and live at once the curfe of one
part,- and the fcorn of the reft of mankind?— Forbid it Mercy !
Forbid it Heaven !—And oh! may that virtuous man, who, difdain-
ing the malignant taunts of the bafe and interefted, boldly fleps
forth the advocate of man and of kis country, and feflion after
feflion fprings from the couch of repofe which opulence prefents
him, to break the fetters and the fc:,ourges which improbity and
avarice have forged for our fellow creatures—may he fucceed and
bear down all his oppofers! and may the juftice of his country
make his triumphs and his glory as certain and complete here, as
the juftice of that Being, under whofe dire@ion he a&s, will doubt.
lefs make them hereafter !

LETTER
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LETTER XL

Frowu the confiderations I have already pretty fully men-
tioned, my mind was by no means at eafe. The inceffant travelling
for fo many days, at the rate of feventy-fivé miles a day, to be con-
tinued I knew not how long, increafed my anxiety: and the appre-
henfions of accident, interruption, and above all ficknefs, intercepting
me on my way, haunted my imagination with all its terrors. I was
befides approaching faft to that region where the winds firike all
living things that draw them in inftantly dead: and conceiving that
the more expeditious I was in getting over the journey, the greater
chance I had of efcaping thofe mifchiefs ; I puthed heartily forward,
and urged the Tartar till he at laft exprefled his aftonithment and
approbation ; paid me the compliment to fay, that I was almoft equal
to himfelf for enduring fatigue ; and concluded with a very fagacious
furmife, that in all probability I had been myfelf a carrier of dif
patches among the Frank Governments.

One day after we had rode about four miles from 2 caravanfera,
at which we had changed our cattle, I found that 2 moft exccrably
P2 bad
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bad horfe had fallen to my lot : he was ftiff, feeble, and foundered ;
in confequence of which he ftumbled very much, and I every
minute expected that he would fall and roll over me, I therefore
propofed to the guide to exchange with me ; a favour he had hitherto
never refuled, and for which I was the more anxious, as the beaft
he rode was of the very beft kind. To my utter aftonithment he
peremptorily refufed : and as this had been a day of unufual tacitur-
nity on his part, I attributed his refufal to peevifhnefs and ill temper,
and was refolved not to let the matter reft there. I therefore defired
the interpreter to inform him, that as he had at Aleppo agreed to
change horfes with me as often as I pleafed, I fhould confider our
agreement infringed upon if he did not comply, and would writc to
the Conful at Aleppo to that effect.

As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed ftrongly agitated
by anger; yet endeavoured to conceal his emotions under affected
contempt and derifion, which produced from him one of the moft
fingular grins that ever yet marred the human phyfiognomy. At
length he broke forth:

“ You will write to Aleppo, will you? Toolith Irank ! they will
not believe you! By Mahomet, it would be well done to hear the com-
plaint of a wandering Frank againft Haflan Artaz—Haflan the faith-
ful and the juft, who {or ten years and more has been the meflenger
of an Emperor, and the friend and confidant of Cadis, Bathaws,
and Viceroys, and never yot was called {o much as liar! Who, think

YOou,



( 17 )

you, poor mifguided one! who, think you, would believe that T
broke my promife ?”

“ Why do you not then,” faid I, interrupting him, “ why do
you not perform it by changing horfes, when you are convinced in
your confcience (if you have any) that it was part of your agree-
ment ?”—¢ Once for all I tell you,” interrupted he, “ I will not give
up this horfe. There isnot,” faid he galconadingly, * there is not a
Muflulman that ever wore a beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank,
that thould get this horfe from under me ; I would not yield him to the
Commander of the Faithful this minute, were he in your place: 1
would not, I tell you, Frank—and I have my own reafons for it.”

“ I dare fay you have,” returned I; “ love of your eafe, and
fear of your bones.”

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous—called MAHOMET
and ALLa to witnefs that he did not know what it was to fear any
thing—declared that he was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that
day got pofleffion of me—and indeed feemed well difpofed to go
to logger-heads. At length obferving that 1 looked at him with
fneering contemptuous defiance, he rode up along fide of me 1
thought it was to firike, and prepared to defend myfelf. I was how-
ever miftaken ; he fnatched the reins out of my hand, and caught
hold of them colleCted clofe at the horfe’s jaw ; then fell flogging
my horfe and fpurring his own, till he got them both into full {peed;

nor did he Ttop there, but continued to belabour mine with his whip,
and
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and to fpur his own, driving headlong over every impediment that
came in our way, till I really thought he had run mad, or defigned
to kill me. Several times I was on the point of ftriking him with
my whip, in order to knock him off his horfe—but as often pa-
tience providentially came in to my affiftance, and whifpered to me
to forbear and fee it out. Mean time I confidered myfelf as being in
fome danger ; and yet fuch was the power he had over the cattle,
that I found it impoflible to ftop him : fo refigning the event to the
dire@ion of Providence, I fuffered him without a further effort to
procced ; I calling him every opprobrious name I could think of in
lingua Franca, and he grinning, and calling me Dumus, Jihafh,
Burhl (i. e. hog, afs, mule), in rapid and impetuous vehemence of
tone and utterance.

He continued this for a length of 1 dare fay {fome miles, over
an uncultivated tra&, here and there interfefted with channels formed
- by rills of water in the periodical rains ; thickly fet with low furze,
ferns, and other dwarf bufhes, and broken up and down into little
hills, His horfe carried him clean over all: and though mine was
every minute ftumbling and nearly down, yet with a dexterity in-
expreflible, and a vigour altogether amazing, he kept him up by
the bridle, and 1 may fay carried him gallantly over every thing.
I was aftonithed very much at all this, and towards the end as much
pleafed as aftonithed ; which he perceiving, cried out frequently
and triumphantly, “ O, la Frangi! Heli! Heli! Frangi!” and at

laft
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at laft drawing in the horfes, ftopping fhort, and looking me full
in the face, exclaimed in lingua Franca, * Que dice, Frangi—Que
dice ?”

For fome time I was incapable of making him any anfwer, but
continucd furveying him from head to foot as the moft extraordinary
favage I had cver beheld ; while he ftroked Lis whifkers with great
fclf-complacency and compofure, and nodded his head every now
and then, as much as to fay, Ay, ay, it is {o! look at me! am
not I a very capital fellow ?-—% A capital fcllow indeed you are,”
faid I, ¢ but I wifh I was well out of your confounded clutches.”

We alighted on the brow of a fmall hill, whence was to be feen:
a full and uninterrupted profpe& of the country all round. The
interpreter coming up, he called to him and defired him to explain
to me carcfully the meaning of what he was about to fay ; which I
will give you as ncarly as I can in his own words, as they were
tranflated by the Linguift:

“ You fce thofe mountains yonder,” fuid he, pointing to the
Fafl; ¢ thole arc in the province of Kurdeffan, inhabited by a vile race
of robbers called Jefides, who pay homage to a God of their own
called Jefid (Jefus), and worfhip the Devil from fear. They live by
plunder, and often defecend {rom thofe mountains, crofs the Tigris
which runs between them and us, and plunder and ravage this country
in bands of great number and formidable firength, carrying away
into flavcry all they can catch, and killing all who refift them, This

country
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country therefere, for fome diftance round us, is very dangerous to
travellers, whofe only fafcty lies in flight. Now it was our misfor-
tune this morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleafe Arra
(froking his whifkers), fome one fhall receive. the baftinado.
Should wc mect with a band of thofe Curds, what could we do but
fly? And if you, Frangi, rode this horfe, and I that, we could never
cfcape: for 1 doubt you could not keep him=fip from falling under
me, as 1 did under you: I fhould therefore come down and be
taken —you would lofe your guide, and mifs your way, and all of
us be undone. Befides,” continued he, * there are many villages here
where people live, who, if they only fufpected you were a Frank,
would follow and facrifice you if they could to ManoMET, and
where of}ﬁagurfe you muft run for it.”

As foon as the interprcter had explained this to me, ¢ \Well,”
continued the Tartar, “ what does he fay now to it?” Then turning
to me, and toffing up his head—¢ Que dice, Frangi ?”

“Why, I fay,” returned I, * that you have fpoken good fenfe
and found reafon ; and I am obliged to you,”

This, when interpreted fully, operated moft pleafingly upon him ;
his features relaxed into a broad look of fdtisfa&tion, and he faid :—
“ 1 will do every thing I can to make you eafy and contented:
and when I am obflinate, don’t refift—for be affured I have reafon
for it; and above all things avoid laughing in my prefence. But
we fhall reach Moful by and by, and probably then we may have no

1 more
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more rides.” For T expeted to get down the river Tigris from Moful
to Bagdad, and had told him fo, and he encouraged me with the ex-
pectation.

That night we came to a caravanfera which lay at fome diftance
from a village. Here the Tartar, pleafed with himfelf for the condué
of the day, and pleafed with me for my approbation of it, ordered
a moft admirable fupper ; and not only, as was very common with
him, rejeéted the beft difh in order to prefent' it to me, but alfo fe-
leted for me the choiceft bits of thofe upon the table. e then
ordered wine, obferving that the fatigue of a Government Mcflenger
demanded indulgence ; and ufing a falve of my fuggeftion on a for-
mer occaﬁbn, viz. that the Prophet would not be offended with

travellers more than with the fick for taking it as & were medici-

nally. e .

We accordingly had wine, and admirable it was, though by no
means equal to that we drank at the city of Diarbeker. I took littlc
however, and the Tartar was much furprifed at my abfemioufnefs ;
remarking, that he never {aw a Frank before that was not a down-
right hog when he got the cup to his lips. My taking it in {mall
portions, while he drank it as we do table beer, particularly aftonithed
him, Before he lay down on his couch, he gave orders for horfes,
threatening the people with fevere caftigation if they gave bad ones;
holding up as an example the perfon that gave us the ftumbling
horfe that day, who he declared thould be baftinadoed as foon as he

Q returned,
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returned, if there was a Cadi within tenleagues of him ; and I dare
o fay that he kept his word foft religioudly.

The next morning we had excellent cattlc ; fear produced wonders
among them, and we fet forward juft as the fun rofe. As we en-
tered the firft village, I was fomewhat alarmed by perceiving my
guide draw up his horfe—deliberate—mutter to himfelf—and feem
rather uneafy while he viewed a crowd that was up the fireet before
us ; fome of ‘whom I perceived to be agitated with fome extraordinary
motions of ‘the body, while one man flood in the middle, rolling
his body into a variety of firange contortiops.—The Tartar, for a
minute or two, feemed to be debating within himfelf whether he
fhould proceed or turn about : at length putting me on his left hand,
he fet forward at full fpeed, leaving the crowd on his right, who,
feeing the rapld:ty of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us pafs.
‘We foon however heard fhouting behind us, and could hear plainly
the words « Ghiaour! Frangi Cucu!” and looking back, perceived
feveral ragged men like favages purfuing us, lifting flones occafion-
ally, and cafting them after us with all their might. The fpeed of
our horfes at laft got us out of both fight and hearing ; and I plainly
perceived, and was for the firft time convinced, that my guide’s con-
duct was directed by found fenfe, fpirit, good faith, and integrity.

LETTER
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LETTER XLL

THE extraordinary occurrence which I mentioned in my
laft letter required explanation, and my Tartar friend was not back=~
ward in giving it ; for he loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and,
on any fubje& within the compafs of his knowledge, was fhrewd,
perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent : he had moreover on that
occafion afted the part of a fkilful general ; and as I applauded his
prudence and addrefs, he was extremely kind and com’municative,
and gave me a full account of that affair, his motives, his deliberations,
and the urgency of the cafe; and, in fhort, every thing that could
clucidate the circumftance, or aggrandize his own importance. It
would be a pity to take it out of his own words: I fhall therefore
rclate them to you, as I had them through the medium of our Lin-
guift, for they made an impreflion on my memory not eafily to be
crafed.

“ You muft know,” faid he, ¢ that there are fpread over the
face of this great and glorious empire a number of dervifes of dif-

ferent Kinds— o/y men, who renounce the enjoyments and pleafures
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of the world, to converfe with Mahomet and worfhip Alla. Some
of thofe are yery good men, indeed faints, and never do any thing
bad ; preaching and praying, without hurting any thing, even a rat
or a fnake ; nay, they would not hurt a Chriftian. There arc others
again, of whom I have heard our Bafhaws and Effendis, and even
the Maazben, declare that ihey are forbid by the Koran ; and yet the
common people (the lower fort you know have no fenfe) reverence
and worfhip them—they are called Santons ; live by themfelves,
fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fometimes in the thickets
and woods. They go where they pleafe, take the beft feat in any
mén's‘ixou’fe, cram themfelves with meat and drink, and yet none
refift them; for fome will not, and others dare not. Nay, they
often pollute women in the open ftreets—and they never fet their
€yes on a Chriftian ‘or a Frank, that they will not kill, if poffible.
For my f)"art, I think that they ought to be hanged, every one of
them that had ‘a head to be hanged by—or rather ftaked—for no
punifhment is toa great for them; but I dare not fay fo in that
town—if 1 did, I fhould be ftoned to death by the rabble.

« Ag foon as I perceived the crowd, and the rafcals dancing, I
knew that they were fantons, and was fure that they would ftop us
in order to extra& money from us ; in which cafe they would moft
probably have difcovered you—for they have the eyes of the devil.
Nothing then could fave your life ; the crowd would join them, and
your brains would have been beat out with flones. I had a mind

I 1o
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to turn back and go round the town, but that might have caufed fufe
picion, and got us perhaps intercepted ; {o I determined to puth by
them boldly, which I did, you can teftify, like a brave man. You faw
enough yourlelf, to convince you of the danger you have efcaped,
and of my wifdom and valour ; let me therefore entreat you to be
entircly guided by me, and above all things avoid that accurfed pro-
penfity to laughter.” ,

Since I firft formed the refolution of writing this account of my
journey, 1 have been at fome pains to dip into the beit hiftories of
that country, and I find that in every inftance my'Tartar guide’s infor-
mation wascorre&t. THofc fantons, as well as other clafles of dervifcs
and theihs, travel about the couriry and levy contributions on the
jnhabitants : fome are really what they pretend to be, and are as
pure and as pious as the monks of the primitive Chriftian church
but the fantons are monfters, who exift only by the barbarous cre-
dulity and more than favage ignorance of the lower order of the
people——-t'hough reprobated, and indeed execrated, by the better fort
of Turks. They affe@® to be dementated {which with the Maho-
medans is the greateft mark of fandtity), and under cover of that
madnefs commit every excefs and enormity, not merely with impu-
nity, but with applaufe.  Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation,
to which the weight of fuperftition’s chains bends the mind of man!
It is not long fince 1 had a very pleafing difcuflion of this extraor-
dinary fubjed, with a gentleman of my acquaintance, for whofe

veracity
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veracity I have gteat refpe&t. Superftition and credulity very natu-
rally led to a confideration of the Turkith religion, and I exprefled
my fatisfaction, that the worft excrefcences of the Chriftian fchifns
could not be compared with the Turkifh faith in their dervifes. He
faid, that he agreed it did not go quite the length of the [antons ; but
he related to me a converfation between him and a Roman catholic,
not more than twenty-four miles from the enlightened city of
Dublin, which furprifed me much.

“1 was,” faid he,  when a youth, very free in cenfuring all
religions, and chiefly Popery ; for, being bred among Roman catho-
lics, I had the greater opportunity of feeing their abfurdities, which
I treafured up as fo much gain, without ever taking into account
their many virtues, of which they have their thare. One day I was

on a party of pleafure, at a place called , and in prefcnce
of a poor country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributing to them
many vices, and particularly fornication and adultery. The man
refifted me, and declared it was impoffible. Then I fuppofe,
faid 1, if a prieft and a woman were locked up in a room together
for a ycar, and the woman in a week after coming forth was brought
to bed of a child, you would not belicve it to be the prieft’s. No,
faid he, I would nct. Then how came the child? I don’t know,
replied he—any way but by him, In fhort, he would believe it
felf<impregnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather than allow a

prieft to be capable of fornication.”
3 “ But,”
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« But,” faid I, ¢ you fuppofed a cafe~—if the fellow was fhrewd
enough to fay, no fuch cafe could at all happen, he would have put
you down ; that was what he meant, though he knew not how to
2o about exprefling it.”

The difficulties and hazards of the journey, which fcemed to
thicken upon us as we advanced, made me pant for a {peedy conclu-
fion to it ; and the adventure of the laft day opened more clearly to
my view the dangers we had to encounter, which were ftill likely to
increafe as we got to the eaftward and fouthward, where the fury of
bigotry raged without remorfe ; where the greater diflance from the
feat of government made the populace more lawlefs, and the magi-
ftrate more corrupt and tyrannical ; where the total feclufion from
all well ordered fociety rendered the manners barbarous; where
ftrangers were {cldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfe-
cuted ; and where particularly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely any
Englithman had ever fet his foot ; and above all, where the very
winds that blew were charged with deftruction, and carried inftant
death upon their wings. I therefore earnefily longed to reach
Moful, where the probability was, I fhould get at leaft the more
comfortable and commodious conveyance of water carriage, and
where I might refrefh myfelf completely, after the fatigues of fo
many days journey ; and, if there was occafion, claim a guard and
protetion, having along with me a letter to the Bafhaw, which 1

' might
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might withhold or deliver, juft as beft {uited my inclination or con-
venience,

I could not help viewing with a fad and melancholy eye my
prefent flate ; wandering, I may fay alone, unaccommodated and
wretched, through an inhofpitable region, and more inhofpitable
people ; where danger befet me in a thoufand forms, and every flep
I took, I took in hazard of my life; and comparing it with thofe
fcenes of opulence and comfort which T had once experienced,
where every. lawful with met with its accomplithment ; where every
neceflity was fupplied, and every difficulty obviated ; where tender
love and attathment anticipated every defire, and foothed cvery carc;
where the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommodations of
tender relatives, wife, children, faithful friends, and kindly intimates
gave a zeft to life, made me feel that my exiflence was of intereft to
others as well as to myfelf, and communicated a confcious importance
which the ifolated, folitary, felfith man can never feel: T could not
help looking back with grief and mortification, to think that T once
poflefled thofe bleflings, and thould perhaps poffefs them no more ;
but, on the contrary, might perith unknown, unheeded, and unla-
mented, in an unknown corner of the wilds of an unknown hoftile
country, without one friend to folace or to cheer nfe, or tell to thofe
who loved or took fhare in my concerns, the place where I lay, or
the particulars of my fate. '

Nor
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Nor in this difmal train of refle®ions was Aleppo forgotten.

It.made the great conne&ing link between my former happineis and
prefent mifery ; it was, as it were, the door through which 1 pafled
when T took my laft farewell of comfort: when it clofed and fhut
me out, the profpect was indeed gloomy ; nor did I after feel onc
happy fenfation, unlefs the convulfive tranfports of a laugh, and the
boifterous fleeting mirth arifing from the fingularitics of my guide,
which, as the furge raifed by the tempeft above its proper height
lifts up the fhattered bark only to caft it on the beach and leave it
thipwrecked, clevated my fpirits for the moment beyond their proper
pitch, to retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors of ten times
deeper melancholy.

Perceiving how much caft down I wag, my friendly Tartar began
to rally mc: ¢ Jimmel,” faid he, ¢ the Santons have frightened
you :—but don’t be afraid—HassaN ARTAZ is no boy: he can
bring you through greater difficulties than thofe, thould they befall

”»

us.
“ But how comes it,” faid I, *“Haflan, that you, who have fo

much power at the caravanferas, have not power to refift thofc
rafcally Santons, or the mobs of a village 2"

“ Why, as to the mob,” faid he, “ if I was by myfelf, or had
only a true Believer with me, I would make them fly. before me like
the duft before the wind,  Asto the Santons, no one can refift them :
the Great, who hate them, are obliged to fhew them refpeét: and the

R Bafhaw
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Bathaw of Aleppo, nay the Commander of the Faithful himfelf, could

not fave you, if one of them called on the mob to ftone you, or
tear you to pieces. However, be of good cheer; for, pleafe Arra, |
will deliver you fafe anu tcund o dic Coja at Bagdad : befides, we
fhall very foon be at Moful from whenze we will go down by water,
which will be very pleafant: and the chief danger then will be in
fais fighting, which is bette: than being cut off Ly Santons.—Should
there be occafion” faid ke, looking mout ferocioufly and brandithing
his whip—* fhould we be attacked by Curds ¢ Rubbers, you fhall

fee—you flall fee, Jimmel—Ok! foly Propto, ew Pl fight 1

LETTER XLIL

It was carly in the evening when the pointed turrets
of the city of Moiul cpen d ©a our view, and communicated ne
very unpieafant fenfations 10 my heart. 1 found myfelf on ferip-
ture ground ; and could not hetp fecling fome portion of the pride
of the traveller, when I refleted that I was now within fight of
Nineveh, renowned in holy writ.—The city is feated in a very

barren fandy plain, on the banks of the river Tigris, embellithed
with



with the united gifts of Pomonu, Ceres, and Flora, The external
view of the town is muck in its favour, being encompaffed with
flately ~woils of fulid ftouc, over which the fteeples or minarets of other
lufty buildings are feen with increated eflect.  Here 1 firft faw a
large caravan encamped, halting on its march from the Gulph of
Perfia to Armenia; and it certamly mude 2 molt noble appearance,
filling the eye with a mulitude of grand objects, all uniting to forn
one magnificent whole.

But though the cuttide be o breetiful, the infide 1s molt deteflabic :
the heat is fo mtende, that inothe muddle of the dey there s no fhr-
ring out;, and even at night the walls of the houfes are fo heated by
the Jay's fun, o to produce a difagrecable heat o the Lody at a foet
oreven a vard diftance irom thein.  However, Lentered it with fpirits,
hecaufe i confidered it as the Lit faoe of the worlt part of my pil.
erimage.  Bug, alay! T was disuppointed in my expectation ; tor the
Tigris was dried up by the intenfity of thu Tieat, and an unufually
long drought ; and [ was obliged 'o ke the metrer with a patient
thrug, and accommudate my miud t. 1 journey on horfeback, which,
though not fo long as’ that I had alrcady made, was likely to be
equally dangerous, and which therefore demanded a tull exertion
of fortitude and refolution.-—There are a thoufand latent cnergies in
every man, which only want the powerful voice of neceflity to call
them out: and now drawn o the top of my bent, I prepared my
mind to fet out in the morning, with as much cheerfulnefs as if the

R 2 hopes



( 12 )

hopes of water carriage to Bagdad had never cace accurred to my
mind, :

It was ftill the hot feafon of the year, and we were to travel
through that country, over which the horrid wiad I have before
mentioned fweeps its confuming blafts: it is called by the Turks
Samiel, is mentioned by holy Job under the name of the Eaft Wind,
and extends its ravages all the way from the extreme end of the
Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful; it carries along with it fleaks of
fire, like threads of filk; inftantly firikes dead thofe that breathe
it, and confumes them inwardly to athes; the fleth foon becoming
black as a coal, and dropping off from the bones. Philofophers con-
fider it as a kind of ele@tric fire, proceeding from the fulphureous
or nitrous exhalations which are kindled by the agitation of the
winds. ‘The only poffible means of efcape from its fatal effe@s, is
to fall flat on the ground, and thereby prevent the drawing it in:
to do this, however, it is neceffary firft to fee it, which is not always
pralicable.

But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate is extremely
dangerous to the blood and lungs, and even to the fkin, which it
blifters and peels away from the flefh, afte@ing the eyes fo much,
that travellers are obliged to wear a tranfparent covering over them
to keep the heat off.

That night, Haffan faid, that as we muft proceed to Bagdad
on horfeback, he would ftay the next at Moful to refreth us; which

3 1 obje&ed
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I obje@ed to: he then fpoke of the {ucceeding part of the journey
as a thing of nothing : we had already come near nine hundred
miles, and had not above five to go: befides, as the weather was
warner, we would travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day-
time, in places with which he was well acquainted.

In thort, the poor fellow feemed to take an intereft in my fafety,
and to wifh to alleviate the pains of my mind; and ke always cen-
cluded with a remonftrance againtt laughing, which from frequently
hearing I now underflood even in his own language.—* Don’t
lavgh, Jimmel, don’t laugh,” he would fay with great {olemnity. —
By the bye, I obferved, that when he was well difpofed to me, he
always called me Jimmel (a name which 1 prefume he tonftru&ed,
with my fervant’s aflitance, from the refemblance of found between
Campbel and Camel, Jimmel being the Turkith for that animal);
and when angry, he called me Frangi, with. all its gradations of
Turkith abufe, Dumus, Cuocu, &ec.

That evening, as we fat in the caravanferz, a man entered and
fpoke to Halffan, who feemed to pay great attention to what he was
faying. He was a well made man—below the middle fize—and had.
that kind of countenance which befpeaks fhrewdnefs, ingenuity,
and mirth. At length he retired ; and foon after Haffan bid us rife
and follow him : he went into a fort of public room, where a num-
ber of people were colleted, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee-houfes

on low flools. Haffan pointed to me to fit down, which I did:
then
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then placing the Interpreter near us, he fat himfelf: and ftraight I
perceived the little man, who had juft been fpeaking to him, ftep
forth from the crowd and begin to pronounce a fort of prologue,
which I neither underftood nor withed to underftand : it appeared
from his cadences to be metrical, and feemed, by the little im-
preflion it made on his auditors, to have nothing particular to
recommend it. At length, however, he paufed, and, hcmn{ing
{everal times to clear his pipes, began again to hold forth. ¢ He
is going to tell a ftory,” faid the Interpreter. 'The attention of all
was fixed upon him, and he proceeded with a modulation of tones,
avariety of aftion, and an energy of expreflion, that I think 1 have
never heard or feen excelled: his action indeed was fingularly
admirable ; and I could perceive that he was occafionally fpeaking
in the tones of a man and a woman ; in which latter charaQer he
gave a picturc of whining ludicrous diftrefs, that moved the rifible
mufcles of all the company. I looked at Haffan, and he was grin-
ning as merrily as could any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lin-
guift occafionally” interprcted what the ftory-teller was faying ; and
1 foon began to fufpet that it was a ftory 1 had more than once read
in the Arabian Nights, though altered, and in fome meafure drama-
tized by the fpeaker. 1 looked feveral times archly at Haffan, and
he returned my glance, as much as to fay, You fee I don'’t laugh at
all this, At length, however, the orator came to a part where he
was to mimic a poor little hunch-back (for I now difcovered it to

5 be
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be the ftory of little Hunch-back) choking with a bone: he threw
up his back ; fqueezed, till ail the blood in his body feemed collected
in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, his knees knocked, he
twifted and folded his body, putting his forc-finger and thumb into
his throat, and pulling with all his might, as if to pull {omething out:
at length he grew weaker, firetched his arms down, and his fingers
back, like thofe of a perfon ftrangling—kicked, fell, quivered, and
died. It is impoffible for any defeription to do juftice to the perfec-
tion of his a&ing; and what rendered it the more extraordinary was,
that though it was a fcene of death, and well atted death, he conti-
nued to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fufpend the
aqudience between a laugh and ery.  They did not remain long fo;
for he fuddenty bounced up, and began the moft doleful lamentation
of a woman, and exhibited fuch a fcene of burlefque diftrefs as I
never witneffled.  All burft out in torrents of laughter, Haflan as
well as the reft—1I alone remained purpofely ferious ; and the orator,
according to cuftom, broke off in the middle of an interefting
fcene.

When we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied the Tarstar on the
fcore of his laughter: he growled, and faid, “ Who could avoid it ?
Why did not you laugh as you were wont ”’—* Becaufe,” faid I, “ he
did not a& as comically as you.”—* No,” returned he, * but becaufe
Franks and monkies only laugh for mifchief, and where they ought

not. No, Jimmel, you will never fec me laugh at mifchief.”—*What,”
faid
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faid I, “ not at a poor man’s being choked to death !”—* Nay,”
faid he, “ I feldom laugh, yet I could not avoid it then.” That
very hour, however, a puppet-thow was exhibited in the {fame room,
and my grave guide laughed till the tears ran down his cheeks, and
his voiee funk into a whining treble. Karaghwfe was certaiuly
extravagantly comical, though filthy ; and frightened a Cadi with
a whole troop of Janiffaries, by letting fly at them a fhot or two—
a parte poft —

The next day we fet out well mounted, and pufbed on' with

renovated fpirits towards Bagdad.  Haffan could no more have the
affurance to cenfure laughing ; and, as I was little difpofed to do it
in time of danger, we were likely to agree well. In fhort, we began
to like one another’s company ; and if I brought him to be a greater
laugher than he ufed to be, he gave himfelf the credit of baving
tade me much more ferious than I had been before—I profited by
his inftru@ions. '

It would be an effort as idle and fruitlefs on my part, as unenter-
taining and uninterefting on yours, to attempt to give you a regular
detail of our progrefs from Moful to Bagdad; the fame gencral
cautions were obferved, with the fame occafional relaxations. Haf-
fan ftill continued to treat me with a repetition of himfelf and his
horfe, his own feats and his horfe’s feats; to be fient when ill-
tempered, and loquacious when gay; to flog the attendants at the
caravanferas ; order the beft horfes, and eat the beft viGuals, and to

give
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give me the befl of both ; and finally, we had our fallings out and
fallings in again : but I had not the mortification of fecing any more
women ticd in facks on horfes’ backs, and excoriated with a ride of
fifty miles a day. ‘

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftraggling callenders,
a kind of Mahomedan monks, who profefs poverty and great fanc-
tity ; they were drefled all in rags, covered with filth, carricd a
gourd, by way of bottle, for watgr—I prefume fometimes for wine
too—and bore in their hands a long pole decorated with rags, and
pieces of cloth of various colours. They are fuppofed by the vulgar
to have {upernatural powers : but Haflan, who fecmed to have cauglit
Al his ideas from his betters, exprefled no fort of opinion of them ;
he falam’d to them, and gave them money, however. It was extra-
crdinary enough, that they were all in one flory—all were going o
a pilgrimage to Mecca— or, as they call it, Hadje. '

As foon as ever we got out of their fight and hearing, Haflan (hook
his head, and repeated “Hadje, Hadje!” feveral times doubting!,
and grinned, as he was accuftomed to do when he was difpleafed, with-
out being able to manifeft anger. “ Hadje !” he would cry, “ Hadic,
Hadje!” I afked him what he meant; and he faid, that thefe f, lows
were no more going to Mecca than I was, I havea thoufond and a
thoufund times,” faid he, “ mct callenders on the road, and aiwav,
found them facing towards Mecca. If Tam going fouthward, T ulways
overtake them ; if northward, I meet them; and all the timie they are

S _ gdix o
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going wherever their bufinels carries them. I overtook,” continued
he, “one of them one day, and I gave him alms and paffed him by ;
he was coming, he faid, after me, towards Mecca : but I halted on
purpole for a day, and he never pafled ; and a merchant arriving at
the fame caravanfera informed me, he had met the very fame fellow
four leagues farther northward; who had anfwered him with the
fame ftory, and ftill had his face turned towards the fouth.”

Fifty years ago, no man in Turkcy would have dared to hold this
language ; but every day’s experience evinces that the light of reafon
fpreads its rays faft through the world—even through Turkey ; and
furnifhes a well founded hope, that in another half century cvery
monkifh impoftor (I mean real impoftors), whether they be Maho-
medan monks, or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from focicty, and

forced to apply to honeft means for {ubfiftence.

YND OF PART I
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c.

LETTER XLIL

Arrer paffing through an immenfe traét of country,
diftinguithed by nothing that could ferve even as a circumftance
to mark and remember our daily journeys, but which I obferved
to grow manifeftly worfe, both in foil and climate, as we proceeded
Southward, we came in fight of the famous city of Bagdad, on
the feventh day from that on which we left Moful, and on the
cighteenth from that of my departure from Aleppo; in which
eighteen days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly through
a route which no European, I have reafon to believe, ever took
before. :

On entering the city, I defired my guide to condu@ me to the
houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had got letters of credit and intro-
duétion. He took me accordingly through the windings of feveral

A2 } « ftreets,
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ftrects, and at laft ftopped at the door of an Armenian Merchant, or
Coja, where he made me alight, and come in. I was received with
great politenefs ; and, on producing my letter, found that he was
not the perfon to whom it was directed : I accordingly made a
fuitable apology, and was for retiring to find ;the houfe of the
“proper -perfon, for which purpofe: the Armenian offered me a
fervant, when, to my great aftonithment, my Tartar interfered ;
faid that it was to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and
that I muft remain where I was; at the fafne time ordering the
Armenian, in a perémptory tone, to take charge of me, and ufe
me well. It was in vain that the Armenian endeavoured to ex-
plain to him the nature of the bufinefs, and that 1 infifted I muft
go to the other Merchant---HassAN was peremptory, and de-
clared that I fhould not. It was fo extremely outré and ridicu-
lous, that I could not be angry; and the good Armenian uniting
his voice with that ‘of the Tartar, and entreating me to favour
him with my company, I acquiefced, and inideed remained in his
houfe all the time I was at Bagdad. This was proof pofitive, if
any other than ¥ already had was wanting, that he confidered me
merely as a piece of merchandife, which he was bound (according
to the languagc of Merchdnts) to deliver in good order and con-
dition, -
1 had undcmaken, before Ieavmg Aleppo, to give thc gmde, if
he afted conformably to my withes, and behaved well, twenty

pounds over and above the hundred provided by the agreement : I
therefore
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therefore fent for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had heard
that I was a perfon different from what he had fuppofed me to be ¢
but it did not alter his conduét, as might be expeéted, or make
him ftoop to cringiag; he flill {fpoke with the fame honeft, bold
familiarity ; and’ whea I gave him the promifed tv’vcntjr pounds,
he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked as if he expefted &
more : but when we came to part, the feelings he difclofed, and
thofe I myfelf felt, convinced me, that Man is not naturally that
‘brute which prejudice has made him ; and, when left to its own
operations, the human heart would be uniformly kindly, affetion-
ate, and fympathetic: the poor, rough, impoliihcd Turk, betrayed
the ftrongeft marks of fenfibility, and I myfelf once more felt the
uneafinefs of parting. ‘

- I'think thisis the proper place to give you my opinion of the
Turks, while the recolle@tion of honeft Hassax is frefh in my
mind ; and I cannot do it better than by quoting the words of an
excellent French Writer----

“ The Turks (fays M. du Leir) arc natﬁrally a good people,

“ whichis not tobe afcribed to the climate ; for the Grecks born
“ in the fame climate have very different difpofitions, and retain
“ only the bad qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treachery,
“ and vanity, . The Turks, on the contrary, priding themfelves
“ on their integrity and modefty, are diftinguifhed in general by
“ 3a .apen, ingenuous fimplicity of manners; ceurtiers only ex-
' “ cepted,



(6.)

“¢ gepted, who, in Turkcy, as every where elfe, are the flaves of
¢ ambition and ayarice.” |

The name of Bagdad has been fo renowned in Eaftern flory,
and is the {cene of fo many of thofe bcw:tchmg tales which we
find tranflated, or pretended to be tranﬂated from the Arabic and
Perfian, that 1 felt great plcafure n fecmg it, and conceived my-
felftobe at. the very fountain-head of marvellous adventure and
romance. Fraught with this idea, T was impatient to go forth
into the town; and notwithfl anding the weathcr was beyond con-
ception hot, I paraded a numbcr of . ﬁreets but never did I, in
the courfe of my life, fce a place fo cakulated to bely the opinion
one would form of' it from the Eaﬂ:cm talcs It appeared to me
to be among the moﬁ dxfagrceablc cmcs of the world, and has no
one cxrcumﬁance that I could dx{bover to racommend it : the heat
is {o great, that in the Summer-txme the mhabutants are forced to
keep their markets in the m«rht, and to lie all night in the open
air on the terraces of their houfes, .

The Armenian with whom I rcﬁded, did every thmg in “his
power to render the place agrceablc to me; and 1 thall a.lwa)e re-
tain a lively fenfe of his goodnefs and hofpxtahty he was not only
genarous and polite, But well informed, aud plcaﬁng in ccmvcrfa-
tion. Itook occafion te cxprefs tolnm the dxﬁppg{mtment I felt
at finding Bagda.d fo very dxﬁ'crent from what T expetted ;. and"
told him that I had, when a youth, learucd to think hlghly af ;tt

. . oE
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- or rather romantically, from reading Eaftern tales. Thisledto a

converfation on the Arabian Nights Entertammcnts, a copy of

which he had in the Arabic, and produced it : he then fhewed

me, with great triumph, a French tranﬂatxon of them, printed at

Paris, wlnch he had read, and declared that the tranflation was

nothing at all in comparifon with the original. I believe he was
well qualified to judge, for bc was a perf'c& maﬂ:er of the French
language.

We talked of the Eaftern tale of the Glaﬁ Mam, who, in a re-
VCI‘IC, increafes his ftock till he gebs fo r1ch as, in imagmatxon, to
marry the Cadi’s daughter, &c. &c.and in kxckmg his’ wife, kicks
all his glaffes about, and daﬁ:roys the who‘lc of his vific onary for-
tune. I praifed the humour’ of it mich---% Su'," faid hc, “ there is
nothmg in it that may not be cxpcnenccd frequendy in a&ual life :
thofe waking dreams are the ufual concomxtants of opium : aman
who has accuftomed himfelf to the pcrmcxous praftice of eatmgk
opium, is conftantly fubjeét to them. I have, in the courfe of my
time, found a thoufand of thofe dreamers holding forth in the ple-
nitude of imaginary power. I have feen a common porter become
Cadi, and order the baftinado. 1 have feen a wretchied tailor raifed
by the effes of opium to the office of Agaof the Janiffaries, de-
pofing the Sultan, and ordermg the bow-ftring to all about him,
1 have feen fome mdulgmg in the blandithments of love with Prins
céffes, and others wallowing in the wealth of Golconda, But the

moft extraordinary vifionary of this kind I ever met with, was one
whe
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who imagined hitmfelf tranflated fo Paradifé, coequal to Makiomet,
“ahd *ﬁttmg by the fide of that pmp’bet. arghing with him i de-
fence of the ufe of wine and opiurm’: ‘he argued moft -itigeniouly,
Tiftened in ﬁlaence to the fuppdf&d arguments of his adverfary, an-
fvered thems, rcpited, rejoined, m&ﬁm ﬁrgua!“ om-tift, growing
at hﬁangrv, e $iwore that he was as a'good  prophet as him, did
hot ceme ' fif for Hit; ahd cafled him fool and falfe prophet. A
Turk Who was prefent, in the fulnefs of his zeal, laid a ftick very
* heavily acrofs his {houbders, and put an end to the vifion : and ne-
vtr did 1e¢ 2 wretch {6 nBjeﬁ, {o forlorn,* orfo m?(crabivdefpond-
ing ;. he put his forehiead 'to the groudd “whichi He' wet with his
“tears, ctying, Mercy, Mahotmiét!  migrcy, holy Prophet? mercy,
* Alfa l--or could he find refief: (ﬁtcﬁ‘k&s the"nnn of ppium) till he got
* a freth fupply of it ih his mouth, which foon vavé hun a tcmporary
"refpxtefrbmthehmﬁrsofhﬁﬁﬂﬁt{m”“ A :
. Unqucﬁmablv, Bagdad ‘was ‘once a great <ty of’ flourithing
" comimerce ; but the Sultan AMURATH the Fonrth, when he made
" himfelf mafter of it; put the richeft Merchants fertled there to
~ death; and it has' ever fince graﬁ’ually declined. * About tws days
jourriey. from it, ‘lie the ruins of the once fam&us'cﬁty of Babylon.
* ¥ was much difpofed to go to fee it; and thence f&mipr down the
" Euphrates to Baffora: but nity Am&cnmﬁo& ‘told ik there was
" nothing in it to recompenfe a perfon - for half‘lﬁﬁmwm of
~ that magmﬁcent tity, which was ﬁxty atiles’ i in cirdod d
' which was encompaffed with ‘walls eighty-feven fest i thickness,

and
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and three hundred and fifty in height‘,‘ nothing was to be feen but
the bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower of Belus,
and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie with the reft  in undiftin-
guithed ruin. The greateft curiofities, then, were, in the firft
place, the ruins of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel,
which appeared to have been half a league in ¢pmpafs; and the re-
mains of a vaft bridge over the Euphrates, where it is half a league
broad. ) o
I was not more anxious to arrive at the city of Bagdad than I
was to leave it; and having written letters, and put them in a way
of being forwarded to Europe, Itook leave of my friendly hofpi-
table Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments for his
kindnefs, fet out on horfeback to a place on the Tigris, where I
embarked in a boat, in order to proceed to Baffora. This river,
known fince the firft records of human exiftence by. Geographers,
is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, PLINY fays, it has the
name of Tigris, (in the Median language, a dart); and for its
extraordinary courfe, which is in maﬁy places under ground, rifes
in Armenia, finks into the earth near mount Taurus, and runs
under a mountain---then rifing at the other fide, follows its courfe
through the lake Thefpites---again finks frequently under ground,
and continues hid at one time for a fpace of twenty-five miles;
where, once more emerging, it glides along with a very rapid
ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place called Korna, paffes through

Baflora,. and falls into the Perfian Gulph.
B As
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¢ As’the boat in which I taok my- paffage had mo eonvenience for
exchuding thu vislence of the fun, except an awning, I fuffered
extremely from the heat.. The river itfelf was grand ; but the
banks, ‘and contiguous. country, coitaised mothing to attra@® no-
tice---no objeét to diverfify the dreaty, deferted afpet of the fcene
---niothing mlm room for refle€bion, or give birth toa new
idca. . 1'do not rermemtber to have ever paffed through fuch a vaft
extent of country, fo uniformly dull and uninterefting. The only
thing that ferved to keep the mind alive, was the apprehenfion of
zoﬁbcrs;: who, in great humbers, hover over this river, and plun-
der paffengers.  We had taken care, on leaving Bagdad, to be
well provided with fice-arms ; and they did us yeomen’s fervice--»
for wé were frequently attacked by robbers with a view to plun-
der, but found that & fhot or two difperfed: and: fent them off in
confternation. -One siight, however, in paffing a creck,. we per-
ceived feveral beats iffsing from it,. in great order, and in a man-
ner that ‘evinced method and premeditation: we filently prepared
for their reception, and were completely ready to meet them
warmly, while they thought us quite unprepared, and uncon-
fcious of their approach: they firft endeavoured to board us by
furprife: withing rather to frighten than to kill them; we began
by ﬁ‘ring over their heads ; on which they fet up- the moft- horrible
thouts, and rufthed on' with a tumultuous rapidity, msking the
moft terrible noife, in order to intimidate us: they were by. this
time quite near us; we therefore took aim at them, and let fly,

and
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and immediately perceived them in great confufion, fome of the
boats lofing their helm, and falling with the ftream on the others:
at Jaft we faw them fheer off, and they gave us no farther trouble.

LETTER XLIV..

Asrer eight or ten as difagreeable days as I remember
to have {pent in my life, weakened with inceffant Wagch&ng,
haraffed with bddily fatigue, and melted with the exceflive heat
of the fun, T arrived at the city of Baffora, where I was recgived
with the utmoft hofpitality by Mr. LaroucHe, the Company’s
Refident from Bombay, who did every thing poffible for my
accommodation, and procured me e.very inftruction refpc&mg my}
further progrefs.

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in marvellaus frory.
The country about it is confidered by the natives as the beft fpot
in Afia, though the burning winds annoy and frequently deftroy
travellers, overwhelming them with mountains of hot fand,
driven, like waves of the fea, before the tempeft out of the
neighbouring deferts. It carries on a grcat trade, and is inhabited
by vaft numbers of Chriftians and Jews. The Englifh and
Diutch havé faGories here, as well for the pujrpoi'c of ‘commeree,

- B e as
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as the’ tranfit of difpatches, by ‘way of Damafcus and Aleppo,
to Burope. ' The richeft merchandile of India and Europe are
brought here in caravans; and ‘its 6ph]encc is greatly increafed
by the caravans of Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many rich commodities.
The horfes of this place are celebrated for their fuperior excel-
lence: it is faid that they will run thirty hours without meat or
drink ; 4 doubt the fa&, and fhould be forry to fee fo inhuman an
experiment tried.

One comfortable circumftance attending Baffora is, that at
night the fireets may be walked with perfect fafety at all hours.
It is fubjet to an Arab Prince, who is tributary to the Turk,
and whofe revenue is very great, as well from the above-men-
tioned caufes, as becaufe he gives full liberty te all Nations to
come and trade to his capital. |

From Baffora I teok my paffage in a date-boat going to
Mufkat, expecting to get from thence a fpeedy paffage to Bombay ;
but the boat fprung a leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into
Butheer, where I was very hofpitably received and entertained by
Mr. GaLLEY, the Company's Refident.

TFhere really feemed to be an unufual fatality attending me
‘throughout the whole of my journey. You will recolled, in the
firft inftance, I was prevented, by the war with France, from going
by the dire&@ route which I fhould otherwife have ‘taken, and
obliged to pafs through the Low Countries and Germany<--In the

next
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next place, at Venice I was difappointed in obtaining a paﬂ'ége to
Latachxa; and, immcdiatclj}_‘on the heels of that, loft my fervant
at Triefte, by fending him for letters to Venice---Afterwards,
when T had gone to Alexandria with expeation of travelling
through Egypt, and viewing that interefting part of the world, I
found myfelf prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the
country---the plague raging in Alexandria, and all the roads
being blocked up by an incurfion of the Arabs. Thus mortified
and difappointed, I turned about, in order to make my way in
another dire€tion ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite
furprife and regret, that an epidemic difeafe, little fhort of the
plague, prevailed there, and fwept off the inhabitants in great
numbers : when, after farmounting all thofe obftacles, I arrived at
Aleppo, the firft information 1 got was, that the caravan was
gone, and that it would be a long time before another would be
ready ; and my Jcparture from Aleppo was attended with circum-
ftances no lefs inaufpicious than my entrance--- At Moful I “expe-
rienced another difappointment, by the river's being dried up,
and rendered impraéticable by boats---My paffage from Baflora to
Muikat was impeded by the veflel fpringing a leak---And now,
when at laft I hoped to get from Bufheer to Bombay, T was,
ftopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was blocked up by
French privateers, infomuch as no veffel could hope to efcape. 1
was therefore obliged to remain at Butheer, till a Company’s

frigate, commanded by Captain Harpy, and foon expelled,
thould
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fhould afford me gn opportunity of proceeding to Bombay. Time,
hawever, brought that period about;. and I took my paffage, and
arrived fafe- at Bombay, where | ibon a&er eraharked on board a
qutuguefe veflel, being the only convcya,ncc that offered for me
to proceed to Madras: fhe was firlt bound to Goa, and we ar-
rived fafely at that ifland, where I was received with great polite-
nefs, -and teeated ‘with the moft friendly attention, by Mr.
Hensuaw, the Englith Refident.

- Goabelongs to the Portuguefe : the Viceroy of that Nation lives
there in great pomp. It was.ance the {cene of the moft abominable-
cruelties, exercifed by that flagitious people on'the natives, under
pretended zeal-for Chriftianity--I had read the Abbé RaynarL's
glbwing defcription of it; and as I trod the ground, my frame
trembled at the thoughts of the maffacrés perpetrated there.

" Lwasimpatient to-get from Goa, and yet I looked forward tomy
departure with a fecret uneafiness, for which I was entirely unable
to account---} withed. to proceed, and yet {om;: fecret foreboding
whifpered to my heart that I was on the verge of calamity: for
powerful was it, and fo obftinate, that I conld neither reafon away
its admonitions, nor refift its imprefions; and fomething inceflantly

*told me, in as plain language as if a human being fpoke, that I
thould fuffer a dreadful misfortune. As I had all my life been an
enemy to fuperftition, I felt my {pirit, indulted, and my underftand-
ing degraded, by the inveluntary. viftory which I allowed -to this
impreffion---I combated it with_reafon, with ridicﬁle, with felf.

v -contempt
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contempt---all in vain: in fpite of ‘me, I becamé the very flave of
gloomy prefentiment; and in order to get the {uccedaneous aid of
a friend’s reafon, as well as to be prepared, I communiéated the
ftate of my feelings to Mr. Hexsuaw. In vain he endeavoured
to cheerme : all he could do was to give me his counfel ; in confe-
quence of which I actually fettled all my affairs up to that day,
made my will, left it with Mr. HENsiaw, and, full of dreadful
forebodings of thipwreck, went on board a Portuguefe fhow bound
to Madras. - : ,

It was now the eighteenth day of May when we failed from
Goa. The hemifphere had been fur fome days overcaft with clouds:
fome light thowers of rain had fallen; and you may conclude that
it did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my-ominous ap-
prehenfions, to hear that thofe circum{tances indicated an approach-
ing gale of wind. I obferved, amoreover, that the veffel was much
too deep in the water, beirig ;greatly overloaded---that fhe was in
many refpects defective, and, as the feamen foy, ill-found, and in
fhort very unfit to encounter a gale of wind of any violétice. I
{corned, however, to yield to thofe united impreftions, and deter-
mined to proceed. : .

On the nineteenth, the fky was obfcured by tmmcnfc ﬂeecee of
clouds, furcharged with inflammable matter; and in the evening, the
rain fell in torrents,  the firmament darkened apace, fudden night
came on, and the horrors.of extreme darkoefs were. rendered fill.

more -horrible by the peals of thunder which rent the air, aud the
frequent
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trequent flathes of lightnirig, which ferved only to fhew us the hor-
ror of our fituation, and leave us in increafed darknefs : mean-time
tflc wind became more violent, blowing oh the fhore ; and a heavy
fca, raifed by its force, united with it to make our ftate more for-
midable. ‘

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth, the gale had in-
creafed to a furious tempeft; and thé fea, keeping pace with it,
ran mountain-high; and as it kept invariably to the fame point, the
Captain and Officers became {erioufly alarmed, and almoft per-
fuaded that the South-weft Monfoon had fet in, which, if it were
fo, would render it abfblutely impofiible for us to weather the coaft.
All that day, however, we kept as clofe as the violence of the
weather would allow us to the wind; but the fea canted her heuad
fo to leewayg, that fhe made more lee than head-way ; and the
rigging was fo ftrained with the work, that we had little hope of
keeping off the thore, unlefs the wind changed, of which there was
not now. the fmalleft probability. During the night there was no
jntermiffion of the fow : many of the fails flew into ribbons ; fome
of the rigging was carried away ; and fuch exertions were made,
that, before morning, every ftick that could poflibly be ftruck was
down upon the deck. :

About feven o'clock on’the morning of the twenty-firft, I was
alarmed by an unufual noife upon the deck, and, running up, per-
ceived that every remaining fail in the veffel, the fore-fail alone ex--
cepted, was totally carried away. The fight was horrible; and

the
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the whole veflel profented a fpetacie as dn:adfn& to the feelings as
montifying to.human pride. = Fear had Woduee&, notonly all the
Lielple(inefs.of defpoadenty, but nllthcﬂff -hievous freaks of infa-
nity. Inmmglaccﬁmétbcmm r&w’ag.{hmgmg,andm
ing his hair in handfuls from his head---here, fome of the crew
were caft upon their knees, clapping their haods, aod praying,
with all the extravagance of hogror gamted in tbcxrfacw»tbcrq,
qﬂxcrswercﬂqggmgthmmgamdn&l ﬂmtmght.cﬂhngupon
them. to allay the florm, Osne nfwya%agcﬁmmm Purfer
ofanEnghﬂzEastPIBdm hadgqtluﬂdafacaﬁa-botdcofmm,
and, mthanamofdxﬁm&waanddwp defpw xmpmmd;nhw
face, was flalking about jn his fhirt. .1 perceived him to be on
the point of ferving it aboyt, mfargc tumblers, to.the fewe undif-
mayed people ; and Weﬂcq&m&d» that, fo far from ,dlcvmpng.
it -would fharpen the. mg ﬁmrmmd, Iwcn@!gwwud, hﬂ
thh much difficulty prcvmhed lugn y "y
., Having aceomgﬁwd thmpom, I applwd my{dftg a& Cap-
tam, @Wmummbrmg him back (tf poﬂﬁ!k)whsm
loction, and o fenfe of what be owedn his dmyas a coem
.iggd,whxsdxgmtyasamzn i mhomd lﬁm ga coCay-
rage the failors by his example; and ﬁmvn to m:fa&ns @n:m, b

faying d:;g,ghc ftorm did not amagg%me by any mcans ib temblc
| kmfc»q?ﬁcha;},l;efqrgchp'm:'n:\ceﬁ o iy
o WY ke T wras thys caployed, we thipped a { fea on thc ﬁarboard
q&;, “‘w{mh I reaﬂy thougbt would ?mve fem us, down. Thc vef-
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fel feemed to fink beneath its'weight, fhivered, and remained
miotionlefs---it was a momment of critical fufpenfe : fancy made
me think I felt her ‘gradually defcending-—~E gave myfelf up as
gone, and fummoncd all my fortitude to bear approachmg death
with becoming manhood.

Juft at this crifis, the water, ‘Which ruthed with incredible
Jorce through all ports of the veflel, brought out floating, and
nearly fuffocated, another Englith paflenger, who was endea-
vouring to take a little repofe in a fmall cabin boarded off from the
deck !  he was a very flout young man, and full of true fpirit.
Finding that the veflél was not, as I had thought, going imme-
diately down, he joined me in exhorting the Captain to his duty:
we perfuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a
number of trunks and packages with which the veffel was much
encumbered ; and, with fome little exertion, we gat the pumps
fet agoing,

Here I will fop, knowing the warm fenfibility of my Freps-
-nrcx’s mind 3 and, convinced that his fympathetic heart will go
hand<in-hand with his Fathers fufferings, I will not overcharge
.it with grief by ah immediate continuation” of the buﬁneﬁ, but
difer it to another Letter,

LETTER



LETTER. XLV.

" Tas name of the Enghfh paﬂ'cngcr, whom 1 mennoned
to you in my laﬁ Lctter as aﬁiﬂ:mg me in gcttmg thc Captam and{'
Mariners to do their duty, was HALL " He was a young man oF '
a moft amiable dxfpoﬁtxon, and mth it poffcffcd all that, manly
fpirit that gives prefqncc of mind i in exxgenocs of danggr. He and
I havmg, with great dlﬁ‘iculty, got fome hands to ﬁxcl:: to the
pumps, ﬁood at the wheel, at onc¢ to affift t,hc men, and prcvcnt_‘
them from quxttmg 1t and, although hopclcfs, dctarmmed that
no effort pra&ncablc on our par& ﬂwuld be wantxng to thc; pmfcrva-
tion of the veﬂ'cl. The watcr, howgver, gained upon thc pum_ps,,
noththihnchng every effort ; and.it evidensly a;?pcarcd ‘that we
could not keep her long above water. L §

At ten o clock the wmd fccmcd to mcreaﬁ:, a.nd amounted to

a downnght hurncane thc fky was :(b cnnrd?y ub{curcd ws,th
black clouds, a.nd ‘the rain fell fo t}nck tha,t objcé'ts wee not dsf-v
cernible from the wheel to the ﬂﬂ’p 5 head Soon the pumps ‘were
choakad, ém'l could no longcr be workcd then d;fmay feized on.
all---nothmg but unuttcrablc d:fpaxr, ﬁ]cnt angudh, and horror,
wrought pp to frcnzv, was to be ﬁaen, rmt a ﬁncrle foul was ca-
Ce pable
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pable of an effort to be ufeful---all feemned more defirous to extin-
gﬁiih theix: calamities by embracing death, than wi}ling, by a
painful exertion, to avoid it. :

At about eleven o'clock we could plainly diftinguith @ dread-
ful roaring noife, refembling that' of waves rélling againft rocks;
hut the darknefs of the day, and the accompanying seius, pre-
vented us from fecing any diftance; and if they were rocks, we
might be aftually dathed to picces on them before' we could per-
ceive them, At twelve o'clock, however, the weather cleared
up a little, and both the wind and the fea feemed to have abated :
the very expanfion of the profped round the thip was exhilerating ;
and as the weather grew better, and the fea left forious, the fenfes

of the poople returned, and the gencralﬂwcfaé% began to de-
creafe. A
" The weather continuing to clearnp, *wem forne time dlfcwcrcd
breakers and large rocks without! fide o ms fo that it appcarcd
we muft Bave ‘paffed quite clofe to them, and were now f‘a;rly
hemmed in between them and the'land.”

In this very éritical jun€ture, the Captain, entirely contrary to my
" opiniion, adopted the dangerous refolution of Yetting po an anchor,,
to bring her up with her head to the fea: But, though m ' fea-
man, niy commort Tenfe told me that fhe could never ride it out,
bt muﬁ diredly go down. The event uehrly*mﬁcd’ oy judg-
ment; for Ihe had fearcely béen at anchbr before an ‘enormous féa
rolling over her, overwhehned and filled her with water, and

every
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m:y one on. board concluded that the was certainly finking-~«On.
the imftant, a Lafcar, with a prefence of mind worthy an old
Englith mariner,- tock an axe, ram forward, amim the cable.
Qa. M&mn&&’ ﬁ'ee, ‘the veflel again ﬁoaxad, and made an
effort. to sight berfelf; but the was almoft completely water-
logged, and heeled to ka‘boar& {o much.that the gunnel Jay under
water, We.then endeavoured to fteer as fatt as we could for the
land, which we knew could not be at any great diftance, though
we were unable to difcover it through the hazy weather : the fore-
fail was loofened; By great efforts in rolling, the righted a liktle,
her gunned was got above water, and we fcudded as well 25 we
could before the Wmd, which ﬂ::dl blew .ha;dm. ﬁxom; and at
about two o'clock thclandny at.a fmaltl diﬁanee a head.
" The love of life owntmalis all other mnﬁdemtmnsmme
mind of Man, The uncestainty wc w:cre under with hgard to the
fhore ‘before us, which we had. mﬁm 0 bclmvc ‘was part of
Hyper ArLt's xia;mmxs, whcre we ,ﬂwuld.mat with the moft
rigonots treatment, if not- ummm dcar.h, was fotgm in the
pyﬁa«lhm:nf faving life; and we fw&ded owards the ‘fhore in
all the wmiang tmnfportsof gmp!e)ﬁtﬁmhedﬁmm ﬁtejawwf
death..
4 Wg&cam of kapgnef&mnmd‘ not. kmg aﬁremendws
foa. ralling afver e, brake.pver wur ftem, tore. evary thing bofore
ir, flove: mﬂw:ﬁmgay Wamthemd&;r .fhivered the
: whad to picces, and tore up. the wzqrmg-bdts of. thed@cku-‘%

e veyed
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veyed the men who ftood at the wheel forward, and fwept them
overboard. I was ftanding, at the time, near the wheel, and for-
tunately had hold of the taffarel, which enabled me to refift in part
the weight of the wave. 1 was, howcver, fwept off my feet, and
dathed againft the mam-maﬁ The jerk from the taﬁ’arel which
I held very tenacxou{l} feemed as ifit would have diflocated my
arms : however, it broke the impetus of rhy motion, and in all
probability faved me from being dathed to pieces againft the
mait. _ ‘

I floundered about in the water at the foot of the maft, till at
length I got on my feet, and feized a rope, which I held in a ftate
of great embarraffment, dubious what T fhould do to extricate my-
félf. At this inftant I perceived that Mr Hacr had got upon the
capftern, and was waving his hand to me.to follow his example :
this I withed to do, though it was an enterprife of fome rifk and
difficulty ; for, if I loft the hold 1 had, a fingle motion of the vel
fel, or a full wave, would certainly carry me ovcrboai'd. I made
a bold puth, however, and fortunately accomplifhed it. Havmg
attained this ftation, I could the better furvey the wreck, and faw
that the water was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for the
veflel was deep-waifted) ; and I perceived thg unfortunate Englith
Putfer ftanding where the water was moft fhallow, as if watching
with patient expe€tation its rifing, and. awantmg death: 1 caﬂcdto
him to come to us, but he fhook his head in dcfpmr, and ﬁud, in a
lam:ntable ‘tone, * Itis all’ over with us ! Gop have mercy upon

us!”
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us !”~f-then feated himfelf with feeming compofure on a chair which
happened to be rolling about in the wreck of the deck, and in a few
minutes afterwards was wathed into the fea along with it, where
he was fpeedily releafed from a ftatc ten thoufand times worfe than
death, -

During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror I was in could
not prevent me from obferving a very curious circumftance, which
at any other time would have excited laughter, though now it pro-
duced no other emotion than furprife---We happened to be in
part Jaden with mangoes, of which the ifland of Gea is known to
produce the fineft in the world; fome of them lay in bafkets on
the poop : a little black boy, in the moment of greateft danger, had
got fcated by them, devouring them voracioufly, and crying all the
time moft bitterly at the horrors of his fituation !

The . veflel now got completely water-logged; and Mr.
Harr and I were employed in forming conjeétural calculations
how many minutes the could keep above water, and cohfoling one
another on the unfortunate circumftances under which we met---
lamenting that fate had thus brought us acquainted only to make
us witnefles of each other’s mifery, and then to fee one another no
more. . .
As the larboard fide of the veflel was gradually going down,
the deck, and of courfe the capftern, became too nearly perpendicu-
lar for us to continue on it : we therefore forefaw the neceflity of
quitting it, and got upon the ftarboard fide, holding faft by the gun-

nel,
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nel, and allowing our bodies and legs to yield to the fea as it broke
overus. "Fhus we continued for fome time ¢ at length the feverity
of the labour fo entirely exhaufted our ftrength and fpirits, that our
beft hope feemed to a fpeedy conclufion to our painful death; and
we began to have ferious intentions of letting go our hold, and yieid-
ing ourfelves up at once to the fury of the waves.

The veflel, which all this time drifted with the fea and wind,
gradually approximated the thore, and at length ftruck the ground,
which for an inftant revived our almoft departed hopes; but we
foon found that it did not in the fmalleft degree better our fitua-
tion---Again I began to yield to utter defpair-—again I thought of
Jetting go my hold, and finking at once : It is impoffible, thought I,
ever to efcape---why, then, prolong, for a few minutes, a painful
exiftence that muft at laft be given up? Yet, yet, the all-fubduing
love of life fuggefted, that many things apparently impoffible had
come to pafs ; and 1 faid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why not
© Jofe it in a glorious firuggle? Should I furvive it by accident, life
will be rendered doubly fweet to me, and I ftill more worthy of
tt'by perfevering fortitude.

While 1 was employed in this train of refle@tion, I perceived
fome of the people colle@ting together, talking, and holding a
confultation---1t immediately occurred to me, that they were de-
vifing fome plan for efcapix':g from the wreck, and getting on
thore : and, fo natural is it for Man to cling to his fellow-creature
for fupport in difficult or dangerous exigeuces, I propofed to

" Mr.
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Mr. HALL to join them, and take a fhare in the execution of
the plan---obferving to him at the fame time, that I was deter-
mined at all events to quit the veflel, and truft to the proteétion
and guidance of a fuperintending Providence for the reft.

LETTER XLVL

As prodigality of life is, in fome cafes, the excefs of
virtue and courage---fo there are others in which it is vice, mean-
nefs and cowardice. True courage is, according to the circum-
ftances under which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi-
lant of life in one cafe, as it is indifferent and regardlefs in ano-
ther; and I think itis a very ftrange contradittion in the human
heart (although it often happens), that a man who has the moft
~unbounded courage, in feeking death even in the cannon’s mouth,
thall yet want the neceflary refolution to make exertions to fave his
life in cafes of ordinary danger. The unfortunate Englifh Purfer
could not colleét courage fufficient to make an effort to fave him-
felf; and yet I think it probable that he would have faced a bat-
tery of artillery, or expofed himfelf to a piftol-thot, if occafion
required, as foon as any other man. Thus it appears at firft view :
but may not this feeming incongruity be explained by faying, that

D perfonal
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perfBiisl cotirage ard fortitude are différent quilities of the hind and
Bo&v, aiid deperid upoh the exercife of entirely differetit fariétions?

Be thit as it may; T argtied with myfelf, in the heighit 6f wiy
calamitous fituation; upon the fubjé@ of fortitude and ﬂéj@éhon,
courage and cowardice ; and, notwithftanding the ferious afpect of
affairs, found myfelf liftening to the fuggeftions of pride: What a
paltry thing to yield, while ftrength is left to firuggle ! Vanity her-
felf had her hint, and whxfpcred ¢ Should I efcape by an effort of my
own, whata glonous theme of exultation I There were, I confefs,
tranfitory images in my mind, which, co-operating with the natural
attachment to felf-prefervation, made me perfevere, and refolve to
do fo, while one veftige of hope was left for the mind to dwell on.

Obferving, as Itold you before, the peopte confulting toge-
ther, add refolving to join them, 1 made an effort to get to the
lee throuds, where they were ftanding, or rather clinging; but
befare I could accomiplith it, 1 loft my hold, fell down the hatch-
‘way (the gratings having been carried away with the long-boat),
and was for fome minutes entangled there amongft a heap of
packages, which the violent flutuations of the water had colleéted
on the lec fide. As the veflel moved with the fea, and the water
flowed in, the packages and I were rolled together-~-fometimes
one, fometimes another, uppermoft ; fo that I began to be appre-
henfive 1 fhould not be able to extricate myfelf: by the mereft
accident, however, I grafped-fomething that lay in my way,

imade a vigorous fpring, and gained the lee throuds. Mr. Harr,
who,
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who followed me, in {eizing the throuds, came thump againft me
with fuch violence that I could fcarcely retain my hold of the
rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituation in which I ftood, I
called out to him for Gop’s fake to keep off, for that I was ren-
dered quite breathlefs and worn out: he generoufly endeavoured
to make way for me, and, in doing fo, unfort;xnatcly loft his
bold, and went down under the thip’s fide. Never, never thall
I forget my fenfations at this melancholy incident---I would have
given millions of worlds that I could have recalled the words which
made him move ; my mind was wound up to the laft pitch of an-
guith: 1 may truly fay, that this was the moft bitter of all the
bitter moments of my life, compared with which the other cir-
cumftances of the fhipwreck feemed leflened---for I'had infenfibly
acquired an unufual efteem and warm attachment for him, and,
was doubgful whether, after being even the innocent occafion of his
falling,"I ought to take further pains to preferve my ownlife. All
thofe fenfations were pafling with the rapidity of lightning through
my thoughts,' when, as much to my aftonithment as to my joy, I
faw him borne by a rcturning wave, and thrown among the very
packages from which I had but juft before, with fuch labour and
difficulty, extricated myfelf---In the end he proved equally fortu-
nate, but after a much longer and bharder ftruggle, and after fuf-

taining much more injury. _
I once more changed my ftation, and made my way to the
poop, where 1 found myfelf rather more fheltered---I carneﬂ’ly
De withed
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withed Mr. HALL to be with me, whatever might be my ultimate
fate---and beckoned to him to come to me ; but he only anfwered
by thaking his head, in a fceble, defponding manner---ftaring at the
fame time wildly about him: even his fpirit was fubdued; and
defpair, 1 perceived, had begun to take pofleffion of his mind.
Being a little more at eafe in my new ftation than I had been
before, T had more time to deliberate, and more power to judge.
I recolletted, that, according to the courfe of time, the day was
far gone, and the night quickly approaching : I reflected, that for
any enterprize whatfoever, day was much preferable to night ;
and above all I confidered, that the veflcl could not hold long to-
gether---I therefore thought, that the beft mode I could adopt
would be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thing I could
«fec ; and, as the wind and water both feemed to run to the fhore,
to take my chance in that way of reaching it. In purfuance of this
refolution, I tore off my thirt, having before that thrown off the
other parts of my drefs---I looked at my fleeve buttons, in which
was fet the hair of my departed children---and, by an involuntary a¢t
of the imagination, afked myfelf the queftion, “ Shall I be happy .
enough to meet them where I'am now about to go #--thall thofe
dear laft remains, too, become a prey to the devouring deep -~
In that inftant, reafon, fufpended by the horrors of the fcene,
gave way to inftin€t ; and I rolled my fhirt up, and very carefully
thruft it into a hole between decks, with the wild hopes that the
{lceve buttons might yet efcape untouched. 'Watching my oppor-
tunity, -
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tunity, I faw a log of wood fleating near the veffel, and, waving
my hand to Mr. HALL as a laft adieu, jumped after it. Here,
azain, 1 was doomed to aggravated hardfhips---I had fcarcely
touched the log when a great fea fnatched it from my hold: ftill
as it came near me, I grafped at it ineffectually, till at laft it was
completely carried away, but not before it had cut and battered
and bruifed me in feveral places, and in a manner that at any
other time I thould have thought. dreadful.

Death feemed inevitable ; and all that occurred to me now to
do, was to accelerate it, and get out of its pangs as fpeedily as
pofiible ; for, though Iknew how to fwim, the tremendous furf
rendered fwimming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been
ridiculous. I therefore began to fwallow as much water as poffi-
ble; yet, ftill rifing by the boyant principle of the waves to the
furface, my former thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was
¢hat, or natural inftin@, which furvived the temporary impreffions
of defpair,. I know not:--but 1 endeaveured to fwim, which I had
not done long, when I again difcovered the log of wood 1 had loft
floating near me, and with fome difficulty caught it : bardly had
it been an inftant in my hands, when, by the fame unlucky
means, I loft it again. I had often heard it faid in Scotland,
that if a man will throw himfelf flat on his back in the water,
lie quite ftraight and fiiff, and fuffer himfelf to fink till the
~water gets into his ears, he will continue to float fo for ever: this
occurred to me now, and I determined to try the experiment ;

fo
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{o T threw myfelf on my back in the manner I have defcribed, and
left myfelf to the difpofal of Providence; nor was I long till I
found the truth of the faying---for I floated with hardly an effort,
and began for the firft time to concei e fomething like hopes of
prefervation.

After lying in this manmer, committed to the difcretion of the
tidcs, I'{foon {aw the veffcl--<faw that it was at a confiderable dif-
tance behind me. Livelioft hope began to play about my heart,
and joy fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind: T be-
gan to form the favourable conclufion, that the tide was carrying
me rapidly to land frem the veffel, and that I thould foon once
‘more touch terra firma.

This expeétation was a cordial ‘that revived my exhaufted {pi-
rits: I took courage, and ‘left myfelf ftill to the fame all-direfling
‘Power ‘that had hitherto preferved me, fcarcely doubting that I
fhould foon reach the land. Nor was 1 miftaken ; for, in a thort time
more, without effort or etertion, and without once turning from
off my back, I found myfelf ftrike againit the fandy beach. Over-
Joycd as you may well fuppofe, tothchigheft pitch of tranfport at
‘my providential deliverance, I made a convulfive fpring, and ran
up a little diftance on the fhore; but was fo weak and worn
down by fatigue, and {o unable to clear my flomach of the falt
water with which it was loaded, that I fuddenly grew deadly fick,
and apprehended that I had only exchanged one death for another 3

and in a minute or two fainted away.
LETTER



LETTER XLVIL

Trar admirable man, and fagacious penetrating philo-
fopher, Dr. Frawkrin, has left us, among innumerable inftruc-
tions for the cohdutt of human life, and for rcmedying many of
the grievances of it, directions for going a voyage at fea, and has
particularly enforced the folly of quitting fhips haftily, and yicld-
ing one's felf up to defpair. I am convinced, that nine tenths of
the people who perith by fhipwreck, perifh from the want\g
prefence of mind, and {ufficient fortitude to bear them out, THe
unhappy Purfer, who fat dcliberately in a chair, and fuffcred
himfelf, without a firuggle, to be carrjed overboard, is an in-
ftance in point. The feeble conduét of the Captain and Crew is
another. Had he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and acting
the part of a bedlamite, encouraged his menm, and taken vigorous
meafures in time; and had they, inftead of whimpering prayers
on their knees, and whipping their imagcs, made all clear, and
prepared for the worft; in ‘fhort, had they, according to the mo-
ral of the old fable, put their fhoulder to the wheel, inftead of
calling on Hercules, it is not impofiible but the veflel might have

been faved.
As
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As for my part, the joy of efcaping immediate death made
me blind to the other miferies of my fituation. Naked, moneylefs
and friendlefs, upon an unknown, and probably inhofpitable coaft,
what reafonable caufe had I to rejoice? Perhaps, the reverfe. But
that gemains to be feen.

How long 1 continued in the {woon into which I had fallen,
1t i impoflible “f,Ol" me to tell ; but, w?,cn I recovered, I found my-
felf furrounded by a guard of armed foldiers, fepoys, and pike-
men. I knew them immediately to be the troops of HYDER ALLI,
and almoft gwifhed myfelf back into the waves again. Looking
round, I{aw that the people and effeéts that had been faved from
the wreck were collected all together along with me.

In this ftate we remained till it was dark. A Lafcar * belonging
to the veflel, perceiving that my nakednefs gave me great concern,
tore into two a piece of cloth which he had tied round his waift,
and gave me one part of it, which afforded a thort apron. This
fimple aét of a poor, uninformed black man, whom Chriftian cha-
rity would call an idolator, methought had more of the true and
effential fpirit of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading
newfpaper public charities of London---the flough of purfe-proud
vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. OF all the aéts of bencfi-
cence that I ever met with, it ftruck fie the moft forcibly : it had
kindnefs, difintereftednefs and delicacy for its bafis; and I have

never

% Natives of Indig, employed fometimes as failors, fometimes for inferior
offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, drawing guns, &c.
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never fince thought of it without wifhing that I could meet the
man, to reward him for his beneficence with a fubfitence for life.
The lower order of people of a certain Country, I know, would
think a man in fuch circumftances as I was then in, a fitter ob-
je€t of pleafantry than pity.

The vaft quantity of falt water I had fwallowed, ftill made
me deadly fick in the ftomach: however, after fomc time, I
threw it up, and got great relief. I had hardly felt the comfort-
able effefts of this, before I was ordered to march: nine of us, all
Lafcars except myfelf, were conveyed to a village at a few miles
diftance on the fea-fide, where we were for the night put into a
iquarc place, walled round, open to the inclemency of the weather
above and below, and filled with large logs of wood ; it blew moft
violently, and the rain fell in torrents---while not one fmooth
plank could be found on which to firetch our fatigued and wafted
bodies. Thus, naked, fick, exhaufted with fatigue and fafting,
drenched with wet, and unable to lie down, our mifery might be
fuppofed to be incapable of increafe. But, alas! where are the
bounds which we can fet to human woe ?---Thirft, that moft
dreadful of pains, occafioncd by the drenching with falt water,
feized us: we begged, we entreated, we clamoured for water ;
but the inhuman wretches, deaf to the groans and {crecches of
their fellow-creafures, (for fome grew delirious with the agony of
thirft), refufed them even the cheap and-miferable indulgence of

a drop of water!
E The
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~ The influence of the mind. upon the body has been much infill-
c}j“m,,by Pﬁiloﬁ)phcrs and .phyﬁcians, ~and 1 belicve will be admit-
tcd by all wife men. I was mfelf, in this inftance, a friking
proof of ;t ;. for, though.; ha;i fwallowed and th:;own up fo much
water, and though .my thirft had cxceeded any thing I had
cver before felt---yet, finding that water was not to be had or ex-
pected, Tcompofed my mind to do without it, diverted my thoughts
f'ro;'n,‘i,t, l}y,thc‘coniemplatiqu of -the many other evils which befet
me, and paffed the night W;tlxout that horrible agony experienced
y thg q,hcrs\.

, Indeed, a mght of more exquifite horrot cannot be imagined.
I‘he thoughts of bcing a prifoner to HYnER ALLI, was, of itfelf,
fufficient to render mc qdnpletdy unhappy: but my utter want of
clothes almoft put mg befide myfelf'; and lying expofed to the
apen aux, whcre I was glad to fit clofp to the Lafcars to receive a
little heat- from their bediesy and to hold open my, mouth in order
to catch adrop of the defcending rain, was a flate that might be
confidered as the higheft refinement upon mifery,

About four oclock in the morning, a little cold rice was
brought us to eat, and water was dug cut of a hole néar the fpot
for us; but as all things in this life are good or bad merely rela-
tively, this wretched fare was fome refrethment to us. I was
then removed to the ruins of a toddy-hut,*. feparated from the

reft,.

* A fmall temporary hut, where toddy (a liquor extralted from the cocoz-nut
porary Y 9
wiee) is fold.
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reft, and a guard fet over me. ‘Here I had full room for seflec-
tion, and could “ meditate c’en to madnefs.” The whole of my
fitnation appeared before me with all its aggravating circumftances
of hortor; and to any one who confiders it, I believe it will ap-
pear that it was hardly poffible to fill the bitter cup of calamit;
fuller. Oh! wlat were my thoughts! My family bercft of him
on whofe efforts they were ina  great meafure to depend for fup-
port and protection---you, tbcn*‘t little innocent cherub, appeared
to my diftraéted imagination twining round your mother's neck,
and, in infant clamour, calling your father---while he; in a dread-
ful captivity, compared with which even a crue¢ death were
mercy, lay wafting, naked and ‘forlorn, perithing with the ia-
clemency of the weather, wanting even food fit for his fapport,
and expofed to the fcourge of every petty tyrant that barbarous
power might employ to guard him !---Such were' my seflections :
they were in reafon well founded; for there was io probability of
my being ever releafed, as my captivity was ualikely to be known
to my Country, or by my friends. -

In this ftate I was, when, to' my wttcr a{’comfhment and to
my no lefs joy, the amiable cntﬂpamon “of my mxpﬁﬁ‘eck Mr.
Har, appeated before me, 1 farcely knew how to thitik his ap-
pearance reality, as I underftood that the Ldfcars thert :doncr with'
me were all that were faved' floth the wrecky and he was, ‘at the
time I partéd frof hirn, fo dxhatifted both iri body did miind, that
1 thought he would be the Laft who coldd ¢ ‘cape.  He, however,

E¢ .. fheek
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thook me by the hand; and, fitting down, told me that he had
given me up for loft, and remained with the veflel until the tide,
having ebbed, left her almoft dry---that, immediatcly on getting
,athore, and being taken prifouer, he made inquiries about me,
and heard that I had been ﬁ.vcd--uthat_, finding this, his joy was
fuch as to make him -almoft forget his own misfortunes---and,
exerting all his entreaties not to be feparated from me, they had
been fo far indulgent to him, and had brought him tg me, that
we might be companions in bondage. -He added, that out of ele-
ven Europeans and fifty-fix Lafcars who were on- board, only he
and 1 of the former, and fourteen of the latter, were faved from.
the wreck, the reft having been drowned in the attempt, except-
ing fome who, overcome with terror, anguith and anxiety, and
exhaufted with fatigue, had bid a formal adieu to their compa-
nions, let go their hold, and calmly and voluntarily given them-
felves up to the deecp. \

I here took occafion to remark to him, what I have alrcady.
faid to ydyy, that thoufands lofe their lives for want of perfever-
ance, fortitude, and courage, to preferve them---Had the Englith
Purfer colle€ted courage enough to hold faft till the tide ebbed, he. -
might have been fafe on fhore as we. were, as he was fuperior to.
cither of us in bodily ftrength.

“ Ah! my friend I faid he, thaking his head defpondingly.--
« is he worfe where he is? I doubt whether death is not far pre-
ferable to our prefent profpefs.”

“ Come,,
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" fad T, perceiving he was melancholy,,

¢ Come, comc,’
though I myfelf laboured under all the horrors he expreffed---
“ come, let us not think; all will yet be well: T forefee it will ;.
and you muft know I have fomething of the prophet in my nature
.---perhaps the fecond fight.” I then told him my prefentiments
on leaving Goa, which much aftonithed him---ftill more when 1
acquainted him with the formal acts] had done in confequence
thereof, by Mr. HENsHAW’s advice, and with his privity.

In faét, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great, and in fome:
refpet cheered us for the time under all our miferies in hand, and.
the dreary profpet of thofe yet to come..
| erceiving that he ftood as much in need of relief as I did
when the Lafcar relieved me by dividing his cloth, I took mine
off, tore it in two, and gave him half of it: you may well con-
ceive our mifery from this, if other circumftances were wanting,
that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth fix pence, was a.

very material accommodation to us bath..

LETTER



LETTER XLVIIL

Yovr Letter, occafioned by the account of my thip-
wreck and fubfequent -difafter, gave me, my amiable boy! as
great pleafure as thofe difafters gave wme pamn. Your account,
too, of JorN’s burfting into tears on’ the reading of it to him, had
almoft a fimilar effect upon myfelf: and I truft in the Almighty
Difpofer of Events, that that excellent turn of mind will bl
fathioned by the education I give you, asto make it the fource of
boundlefs gratification and tiue greatnefs (by which I mean good-
nefs) here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter, You fay you
cannot account for it, but you found more happinefs at my efcape,

“shan mifery at my.gpisfortut:ﬁ." I hail thet circumftance as the
ftrongeft mark ofyrfc& exgellence of difpofition. A great Moral
Philofopher has laid it ‘down as a maxim, that it is the furer mark?
of a good heart to fympathife with joy than with forrow ; and
this inftance only comes in aid of that opinion of you which my
fond hopes have always nourithed. .

At the fame time I muft declare to you, that my pleafure at
efcaping fhipwreck was by no means. as great as the agony my
mind ynderwent at the profpe now before me was poignant. 1

' have
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have already faid, and indeed with truth, that I fhould have with
much greater pleafure embraced death: I, who had been already fome
vearsin India, and had opportunities of hearing, as well from 1y Fa-
ther as rrom other Officers in the Service, what the difpofition of the
Tyrant in whofe power I had now fallen was, knew too well the
horrors of my fituation to feel any thing like hope. The unmer-
ciful*difpofition of HYpER, and all thofe in authority under him,
and the cruel policy of the Eaftéern Chiefs, making the life of any
one, particularly a Britith prifener, at the beft a precarious tenure,
1 did not know the goment when death might be“inflited upon
me with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances: and at all
events, the affairs which demanded my prcfén‘ce in India fo very
importunately as-to urge me to all the fatigues and hardfhips of a
paffage over land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my
mind uneafy ; but the abjet ftate of want and nakednefs in which
it fecmed I was likely to remain, {truck a deep and damp horror
to my heart, and almoft unman’d n

X Mr. Harr and I, however, endeavoured Wlth all our might
to ftem the headlong torrent of our fate---Melancholy preyed
deeply and openly upon him, while I concecaled mine, «nd endea-
voured to cheer the finking fpirits of that noble vouth, who, 1
perceived, was the prey rather of extreme fenfibiliry than feeble-
nefs of mind.  All the horrors of fhivering nakednefs, though, to
a mind delicate like his. und a perfon reared in the lap of luxury,

fufficiently goading, appeared as nothing when compared wath one
lofs
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lois he had fuftained in the depredations with which fhipwreck is
conftantly followed up.  In the cruel fufpenfe between life and
death, which I have already deferibed, previous to my getting on
fhore, this amiable young man had fecured and treafured next his
heart, as the infeparable companion of his fate, a miniature portrait
of a young I.ady : it hung round his neck, and was, by the unfeel-
g villains who feized him on his landing, taken away. This
crucl deprivation was an inceffant corrofive to his mind---the co-
pious fource of anguifh to his heart---the hourly theme of the moft
pathetic, affliéting exclamations. “ Had 1,” he would cry,
“ oh! had Ihad but the good fortune to have gone to the bottgm
while yet it hung about my neck, I thould have been happy : but
now, feparated from the heavenly original, and bereft of the pre-
cious image, what is life? what would be Life were Iyet fure of
it? What pleafure, whatcommon content, has the world left for
me? Nore---oh ! none, none! Never thall this heart again know
comfort "’

1 did every thing I could to confole him, and, asfar as 1 cou)
prevent him from dwelling on thofe gloomy fubjets. Our con-
verfations were interefting and pathetic ; but, alas! the picture,
at every paufe, chafed away the flight impreffions of the preced-
ing converfe: no fufferings of the body could countervail that
lofs---no confolation mitigate it ; and amidft the horrid refleétions

which unparallcled calamity impofed upon his mind, the lofs of that
one
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one dear rlic rofe paramount to all---and as cvery thought began,
{o it ended, with the picture.

KFor fome days we lay in this place, expofed to the weather,
without even the flender comfort of a little ftraw to cover the
ground beneath us---our food, boiled rice, ferved veéry fparingly
twice a-dav by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more
of it to cachupona very dirty board, which we devoured with
thofe fpoons Nature gave us. s

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us, the T.af-
cars, were ordered to procecd into the country, and drove on fet
to a confiderable diftance, in order to render up an account of 0:1S
felves to perfons belonging to Government, authorifed to take it.
It was advanced in the morning when we moved, without receiy -
ing any fort of fuftenance ; and were marched in that wafting cli-
mate eight hours, without breaking our fafl ; during which time
we were expofed alternately to the {corching heat of the fun and
heavy torrents of rain, which raifed painfulgblifters on our fkin:
we had often to ftand expofed to the weather, or to lic down,
under ;lle preflure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground ;
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome infolent, unfecl-
ing montfter, until he finithed his dinner, or took his atternoon’s
nap; and when this was over, drove forward with wanton barba-
rity by the people whoattended us.

You, my FreperIck ! who only know the mild and merci-

ful difpofition of the People of Great Britain, where govern-
I ment,
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ment, rcligion, and long habit, have reduced charity and benevo-
lence fo completely to a fyftem that they feem to be innate prin-
ciples of the mind, can have no comnception of a People who }'ill
not only look upon the worft human affliétions with indifference,
but take a favage delight in the miferics of their fellow-creatures,
even where no poflible advantage can be reaped from their inhuma-
nitv, and where the onlv reward they can propofe to themiclves
for their cruelty is the p!ahrc of L‘contcm.pluting human fuffer-
ngs.

Such, forry am I to fav.it, is the difpofition of fome parts of
he Eaft Indics that 1 have been in: and although thofe parts un-
fer the dominion of Great Britain owe their emancipation trom
he moft ga]iing yokes to the Englith-—-and though, under their
wipices, they live in a ftate of greater happincts than cver they
lid, and greater frecedom cven than Britons themielves---vet fuch
s the wicked ingratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible
mimofity arifing from a contradi€tory religion, that the death or
uffering of an Enghithman, or any misfortune that may befal him,
ften ferves only as matter of fport or amufement to them. It
~ould be well if it refted there---but unfortunately they are worfe
1gain ; for in general they have the like coldnefs and indifference,.
or indeed, to fpeak more properly, the like averfion, to each
sther’s good ; and the fame diabolical principles of felfithnefs and.
rreachery pervade the greater number in thofe vaft regions, almoft

soundlefs in extent, and almoft matchlefs in fertility.
Twao.
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Two davs after this, we were moved again, and marched up
the country by a long and circuitous route, in which we underwent
cvery hardfhip that cruelty could infli@, or human fortitude en-
dyre---now bliftered with the hcat, now drenched with the rain,
and now chilled with the night damps---deftitute of any place but
the bare earth to reft or Jay our heads on, with only a feanty pit-
tance of boiled rice for our fupport---often without water to quench
ouar thirft, and conftantly goaded by the guards, who pricked us
with their bavonets every now and then, at once to evince their
power, entertain the fpeétators, and mortify us.  We arrived at
Hydernagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanore---a fort
of contiderable ftrength, mounting upwards of feveuty guns, con-
taining a large garrifon of men, and pofleficd of immenic wealth.

It was about two o’clock in the morning when we arrived at
Biddanore: the day was extremely hot, and we werc kept out
under the full heat of that broiling fun till fix o’clock in the cven-
ing, before we were admitted to an audience of the Jemadar, or
Governor of the place, without having a mouthful of victuals of-
fercd to us after the fatiguing march of the morning.

While we ftood in this forlorn ftate, a vaft concourfe of people
colle€ted about, and viewed us with curiofitv. Tooking round
through thofe who ftood neareft, 1 obfcrved fome men gazing at
me with ftrong marks of ecmotion, and a mixture of wonder and
concern pourtrayed in their countenances.  Surprifed to fee fuch

{vmptoms of humanity in a Myforian Indian, I looked at them
Fo2 with
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with more fcrutinizing attention, and thought that their -faces
were familiar to me. Catching my eye, theyv looked at me fig-
nificantly, as though they would exprefs their regard and refpect
for me, if they dared; and I then began to recollect that they
were formerly privates in my regiment of cavalry, and were then
prifoners at large with Hypeg.

T was not lefs furprifed that thofe poor fellows fhould recog-
hifc me in my prefent miferable fallen ftate, than atfeted at the
fympathetic fecling they difclofed. T returned their look with d
privatc nod of recognition; but, feeing that they were afraid to
fpcak to me, and fearing I might injure them by ditclofing our
‘acquaintance, 1 forbore any thing more.  The guilty {ouls of def-
potic Governments are perpetually alive to fufpicion: every look
alarms them ; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be followed up
with profcription or death.

Men, when in the fullnefs of power and pride of office, very
teldom give themfelves time to refle¢t upon the inftability of ha-
man greatnefs, and the uncertainty of earthly contingencies.
When, invefted with all the trappings of ;ltlth()l'it}’, I commanded
the regiment to which thote poor fellows belonged, T would have
thought that he fpoke wildly indeed who would have alledged
that it was poffible I cculd ever become an objeét of their pity---
that 1 fhould ftand nuked and degraded before them, and thev
be afraid to acknowledge me : but, though I fhould have thought
{o then, it was yet fame comfort to me, when that unfortunate

event
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cvent did come to pafs, to refleét, that, when in power, 1 made
fuch ufe of it as to excite emotions in their bofoms of affeétion and
refpect.  Did the tyrant and overbearing infolent Chiefs con-
fider this, and govern themfelves by its inftructions, they would go
into the field with the confoling reflection, that no gun would be
levelled at their head except that of the common enemy---a thing

that does not always happen.

I. E'TTER XLIX.

H an we been made prifoners of war in battle againft an
enemy, there ts no tlaw of Nature or Nations, no rule of reafon |
or principle of cquity, that could palliate fuch treatment as that
whicl, we now received: but, caft by misfortune and fhipwreck
on their thore, we were entitled to folace and protection. The
worft wretches who hang out falfe beacons on the Weftern Coafts
of England, to alluse thips to their deftruétion, would not he erucl
without temptaticn ; and, if they did not expeét to gain fome
profit by it, would rather decline knocking their fellow-creatures
in the head : but thofe barbarians, without any profit but what a

malignant heart derives from the muferies of others, or any pleafure
but
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but what proceeds from their pain, exercifed upon us the moft
wanton cruelty. Compared with fuch treatment, inftant death
would have been an aét of mercy to us ; and we fhould have had
reafon to blefs the hand that inflicted it.

Mortitications of one fort or other---the inceffant torturing of
the mind on the rack of fufpenfe---the injuries to the animal {yftem,
occafioned by conftant expofure to the weather, and the want of
food---all confpired to reduce me to the dimentions and fecblenefs
of a fkeleton. ﬁ had grown daily weaker and weaker, and was
'now nearly exhaufted, and quite faint; while, on the other hand, my
amiable companion in affliction was reduced by a dvfantery, which
attacked him {oon after our thipwreck, and which the torments of
his mind, the want of medicine and comfortable food, and, above
all, the alternate violent éhauges from profufe pertpiration in
walking to chilling cold at night, had increafed to fuch an alarming
degree, that he was obliged to be carried the two laft davs journey
---In this ftate, we appeared to each other as two fpectres hanging
over the brink of the grave: andin truth, perceiving the rapid
progrefs he was making to his diffolution, I was affefted to a de-
gree, that, while it really exafperated my own worn-down ftate,
deprived me of all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into,
and almoft entirely engroffed my care. Inmy progrefs through
life, I have had occafion to try feveral men, and have found
among them many who were every thing that a good heart could
wifh to find: but this young Gentleman had at once fo much fuavity

and
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and fpirit---fuch gentlenets and fortitude-—his fufferings (thofe of’
his mind, as well as thofe of his body) were fo exquitite, and he
bore them with fuch meeknefs, tempered by. fuch uninterrupted
good humour, and concealed and managed with {fo much delicacy,
that 1 do not tranfgrefs the bounds of truth when I fay 1 never met
one who fo entirely intercfted my feelings, and attached my friend-
thip fo unalterably, upon principlesof inftintive impulte, as well

as reafon. Impelled by the irrefiftible claims he had upon mn

approbation and cfteem, I entered with all the warmth of a bro-
ther into his fufferings, and can affert with truth that they confti-
tuted the fevereft trials 1 underwent during my whole impriton-
ment.

While we ftood in the court, waiting to be brought before th
Jemadar, we prefented a fpectacle that would have wrung pity.
onc would think, from the heart of a tiger, if atiger was enducd
with refleétion. At length we were fummened to appear befor
him, and brought into his prefence. 1 had made up my mind for
the occafion---determined to deport myfelf in a manly, candid
manner---and to letno confideration whatfoever lead me to any thing
difgraceful to my real charaéter, or unworthy my fituation in life :
and, finally, had .prepared myfclf to meet, without fhrinking,
whatever misfortunes might yet be in ftorc for me, or whatever
cruelties the barbarous difpofition or wicked policy of the Tyrant

might think proper to inflict.
Oun
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On cntcrmg, we found the Jemadar in full Durbar.*  He was
then occupxed with the reading of dxfpatches, and in traniaétmcr
other public bufines. We .were placed directly oppofite to him,
where we ftood for near an hour, during which time he never caft
his eyes towards us: but when at laft he had concluded the bufinefs
in which he was engaged, and deigned to look at us, we were ordered
to proftrate ourfelves before him: the Lafcars immediately obey ed
the order, and threw themielves on the ground ; vbut I contented
m_\tfclf with making a falam, in which poor Mr. HarL, who knew
not the Eaftern manner as 1did, followed my cxample.

As foon as this ceremony was over, the Jemadar (who was no
other man than the famous Hyar Sanis that has made fome
noife in the hiftory of that war) began to queftion me. He defired
to know, who I was ?---what my profeflion was?---what waus the
caufc and manner of my approaching the country of HvpEer
Arr1?---To all thofe queftions I gave anfwers that ftemed to fa-
tisfy him.  He then afked me, what news 1 had brought with me
from Europe ?---inquired into the ftate of the army, and number of
recruits difpatched in'the fhips of that feafon---was minute and
c1rcum (tantial in his queftions refpecting the nature and fuccefs of
the war in Europe---and examined me clofely, touching the re-
fources of the Eaft India Company. I faw his drift, and was
cautious and circumfpe in my anfwers, and at the fame time

contrived

* Court.
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contrived to fpeak with ag air of candour that in {ome fort fatis-
fied him. . '

Having exhaufted his whole firing of queftions, he turned the
difcourfe to another fubje@---no lefs than his great and puiffant
Lord and Mafter, HvpER, of whom he had endeavoured to im-
prefs me with a great, if not terrible idea---amplifying his power,
his wealth, and the extent and opulence of his dominions---and
defcribing to me, in the moft exaggerated terms, the number of
his troops---his military talens---his vaft, and, according to his
account, unrivalled genius---his amazing abilities in conquering
and governing Nations---and, above all, his many amiable quali-
ties, and fplendid endowments of heart, no lefs than underftand-
ing.

Having thus, with equal zeal and fidclity, endeavoured to im-
prefs me with veneration for his Lord and Matfter, and for that pur-
pofe attributed to him every perfe€tion that may be fuppofed to be
divided among all the Kings and Generals that have lived fince the
birth of CHR1sT, and given each their due, he turned to the Englifh
Government, and endeavoured to demonftrate to me the folly and
inutility of our attempting to refift his progrefs, which h¢ con-
pared to that of the fea, toa tempeft, to a torrent, to a lion’s pace
and fury---to every thing that an Eaftern imagination could fuggeft
as a figure proper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiftible power.
He then vaunted of his Sovereign’s fucceffes over the Englith, fome
of which I had not heard of before, and did not believe; and con-

G cluded
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cluded by aﬁuring me, that it was HypeRr's determination to drive
all Europeans from Indoftan, which he averred he could art
fail to do, confidering the weaknefs of the one, and boundlefs
power of the other. This part of Hyar SanIs’s difcourfe is
well worth your remembering, as it will ferve to make a very di-
verting contraft with his fubfequent conduét.

After having expended near half an hour in this manner, he
salled \ipon me to come over near him, and caufed me to feat my-
{elf upona mat with a pillow to ledn upon---encouraged me, by
every means he could, by the moft gentle accents, and the moft
foothing; mollifying language, to fpeak to him without the leaft
referve---exhorted me to tell him the truth in every thing we
fpoke of---and hinted to me, that my falling into his hands might
turn out the moft fortunate event of my life. -

1 was at a lofs to what motive to attribute all thofe fingular
marks of indulgence ; but found that he had learned whofe fon I
was, and knew my father by reputation from the prifoners, our
Sepoys, who were now prifoners at large here: and as rank and
office are the chicf recommendation in the Eaft, as well as elfe-
where, or rather much more than any where-ele, the {agacious
Hyar Sams found many claims to efteem and humanity in me
as the fon of a Colonel CampBELL, which he never would have.
found in me had 1 been the fon of a plain humble farmer or trades-
man in England.

Afrer
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After a full hour's audience, in which HYAt Sanis treated
me with ditinguithed.marks of his favour, confidering my fitua-
tion, he difmiffed me with the ceremony of beetle-nut,* rofe-wa-
ter, and other compliments, which are in that country held as the
ftrongeft marks of politenefs, refpe,-and good-will.

Leaving the Durbar, I was led to the inner fort or citadel : and
the officious zeal of thofe about me, unwilling to let me remain
ignorant of that which they conceived to be a moft fortunate tﬁrn.
in my affairs, gave the coup de grace to my piiferies as I :vcn_t
yalong, by congratulating me on the favourable opinion which the.
Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating at the fame time that
I would foon be honoured with a refpe€table command in HypEek's
fervice. .

If 1 was mifcrable before, this intimation entirely deftroyed
the laft remnant of peacc or hope. I was determined to dic a
thoufand deaths fooner than ferve any State hoftile to Great
Britain---but ftill more a Tyrant, whofe country, nature and prin-
ciples I detefted, and could never think of without the greatett
horror; and I judged, that if fuch an offer fthould be made, und 1
refufed it, my life would fall a facrifice to their rage and difap-
pointment, or at leaft I thould live a life of imprifonment, and
never more behold country, family, friends, canpeélions, or any
thiilg that 1 valued'in life. | ( |
' Ge . “That

* An aromatic nut which the Faft Indians chew : itis warm aud aftringent,

and confidered by them a great reftorative.
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That ‘night the Jemadar fent me an excellent fupper, of not
lefs than fix dithes, from his own table; and although I had been
fo long famithing with the want of wholefome food, the idea of
being enlifted in the fervice of Hyper firuck me with fuch hor-
ror, that I loft all appetite, and was fcarcely able to eat a mouth-
ful. Mr.Hary and I, however, were feparated from the Lafcars,
who were releafed, and forced to work.

- Notwithftanding the favourable intentions manifefted towards
me by the Jemadar, as I have already mentioned, no mark of it
whatfoever appeared in our lodging. Fhis confifted of a fmall
place, exaltly the fize of our length and breadth, in the 2ig-zag
of one of the gates of the citadel : it was open in front, but co-
vered with a kind of a thed on the top; and a number of other
prifoners were about us : cach of us was allowed a mat and pil-
low, and this formed the whole of ouwr local accommodations.
Upon my remarking it, we were told, that in conformity to the
cuftom of the Circar,* we mudt be treated o for fome time, but
that our accommodations would afterwardsbe extended, and made
more agreeable to our withes: even this.was better than ous fitu-
ation fince we landed. .

" Iu addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the value of
four pence halfpenny a day for our maintenance ; and a guard of
Sepoys was put over us and a few more prifoners, one of whom
was direfted to go and purchafe our w&uals, and do fuch like

offices for us.
This

® Country or Province.
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This guard was changed every week---a ftrong mark of the
fufpicious and wary tempers of thofe people, who could fear in-
trigues and cabals between wretched prifoners like us and their fol-
diers.

In two or three days after this, HyaT SAn1B fent for me,

treated me with great kindnefs, gave me fome tea, and furnithed
me with two or three fhirts, an old coat, and two pairs of breeches,
which were ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown afhore
from the wreck---every thing that was faved from it being fent to
Bidanore. At this interview he treated me with great refpe&---
gave me, befides the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees---
and, upon my going away, told me that in a few days a very flat-
tering propofal would be made to me, and that my fituation would
be rendered not only comfortable, but enviable.
L Itis impoffible for me to exprefs.to-you, my dear FrREDpERICK !
the horror I felt at the idea of this int‘éndcd‘propofal--forl knew but
too well what it meant. It was the fouree of bitter mifery to my
mind : neverthelefs, I detéermined to refift every effort that thould
be made, whether bl%nd’:fhmcnf, intreaty, or menace---to lay
down my life itfelf, though in ebfeurity, with honour---and to
carry along with me, go where I would, the confcmuﬁaefs of hav-
ing done my duty. :

I have in the eourfe of my lifc met with many people, who,
under the plaufible pretext of liberality and greatnefs of mind,

have-called themfelves Citizens of the World, and declared that
the
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the Country where they lived, be that what Country it might, was
their’s, and demanded their allegiaice and -protection : but I have
always threwdly fufpeéted, that fuch men a¢t from a confeioufnefs
of being outcafts of their own Country---and, {fcorned and re-
je€ted by their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by affeting to deny
their naturat attachment. There are meh who neither love fa-
ther, mother,. fifter, brother, or conneftion: fuch, however,
are, thank Gop! very thinly fown in this world; but, except it
be a few fuch unnatural people, I am convinced that there is no
one whofe heart does not confefs the patriotic paffion, and burn
with a flame, more or lefs. ardent, of love for his Country. My
predilections that way are naturally firong, and' I am now happy
toreflect that I evmc:ed them by the moft unequivocal proofs : had
I not, I were indeed, in my own 0pm1on, fit for any punithment,
‘Thowever i ignominious; and to all fuch as lift their arms againft
their Couutry, as to Pamcldes, Iwﬂl fay, in the words of the
Poet,

« Never tg}rafmoré—-—abandoh all remorfe :

“ On horror’s head;, horrors accumulate ;

% Do deeds to' make Heaven weep—all carth amaz'd;

“ For nothing can’ft theu tn damnation add,
s Greater than that.” ‘

LETTER



LETTER L.

Ox the evenirdg of that day on which the Jemadar

HyaT Saure had honoured me with an audience, given me clothes
and money, and informed me thata propofal, which he called
flattering, would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not at
the Durbar, but at the houfe of a man high in office. As T ex-
pected to meet HyaT SAHIB himfelf, and trembled at the thoughts
of his expcéted propofition, I was furprifed, and indecd pleafed, to
find that it was with one of his people only I was to have a con-
ference.  This man, whofe name I now forget, received me with
great kindnefs, encouraged me, made me fit down with him, and
began to fpeak of HyaT Sanis, whom he extolled to the 1kies,
as a perfon endowed with every great and amiable quality ; in-
forming me at the fame time, that he was pofleffed of the fricnd-
thip and coufidence of his Mafter, HYpER ALLI, ina greater dc-
gree than any other perfon---Trproo Sanis, his own fon, not
excepted : he then gave me the private hiftory of HyaT---faying,
that he was born a Gentoo Prinec, of one of the provinces of
the Malabar coaft, which had fallen beneath the irrefiftible arms of
Y ypEeR, and had been by him annexed to the vaft Myforean Em-
V pire..
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pire. Hyar, he faid, was then only a boy of cleven or twelve
years of age, of a moft promifing genius, anda quicknefs of mind
unufually met with in one of thofe tender years. HybpER, who
was in all refpeéts a man of unrivalled penetration, thought he
faw in the boy that which, if properly cultivated, would turn out
qf vaft ufe to a State; and as, inall Mahomedan Governments,
unconneéted, ifolated boys, oft-times flaves, are ‘bred up in the
Seraglio to fucceed to the great offices of the State, HYpER adopted
the boy, had him made a Mahomedan, and, in faét, treated him
as if he had been the iffue of his own loins, and brought him up
with all the affe(tion and tendernefs of a fond parent. I am the
more particularin ftating this part of Hyat’s hiftory to you, as
fome refpe€table Hiftorians, deceived by erroneous rcport, have
faid that he was the illegitimate offspring of Hyper. The Sul-
tan, however, was not difappointed in the expeétations he had
formed; for HyaT Sanis had, in zeal, fidelity and attachment,
as well as in intelle€tual faculties and talents for governing, cven
furpafled the warmeft hopes of his Matfter.

Having given me this concife account of the Jemadar, he pro-
ceeded to inform me, that the Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before
mentioned to you, had difcovered to HyaT Sauis who I was,
given him a full account of my family, and informed him that 1
had commanded a regiment of cavalry in the fervice of the Nabob
of Arcot, together with a corps of infantry and artillery attached
to it. In confequenceof this report, HyaT San1s, he faid, had

interefted
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wtercfted himfelf very warmly in my favour, and exprefled an
anxious defire to render me a fervice.

Thus far the difcourfe pleafed me.  Nothing was faid in it to
give me alarm; on the contrary, I indulged a hope, that, know-
ing my rank, and the rank of my father,. he would no longer en-
tertain a hope of my entering into the fervice of Hyprr, and,
for the time I'was to be imprifoned,. treat me with fuitable in-
dulgence.. But I flattered myfelf too foon; or, as the old faying
1s, ¢ reckoned without my hoft.”

When ke had finithed.his hiftory.of Hyar SA'HIB, which he
overcharged with fuliome panegyric, he told me, witha face full
of that triumphant importance which one who thinks he is con-
ferring a great favoar generally aflumes, that it was the. intention
of Hyar Samuis, for and on behalf of his mafter the Sultan, to
give me the command of five thoufand men---an offer which he
fuppofcd I could not think of declining, and thereforc expeéted no
ather anfwer but a profufion of thauks, and ftrong manifeftations.
of jov on my part.

It is not pofiible for me to deferibe to you miy difmay at:this
formal propofal, or pourtray to you the various emotions that took
poffeflion of my breaft, Refentment had its fhare---the pride of
the Soldier, not unaccompanicd with the pride of Family and Rank,
while 1t urged me to fpurn from me fuch a bafe accommodation,
made me confider the offer as a great infult, I therefore paufed a
little, to fupprefs my feelings ; and then told him my firm refolu-

H tion, ,
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tion, mever to aecept of fuch a propofal; and upon his exprefling
great aftodithment at my declining a ftation o fraught with ad-
vantage, 1 laid down, in the beft manner I could, my reafons;
and I muft fay, that he liftened to all the objeflions I fiarted . ith
great patience; but, in the conclufion, faid fic hag att.c doubt of
finding means to overconre my rchuctance.

He difmiffed 1ae for the prefent, and T returned to my prifn,
where 1 :clated to my comp nion, Mr. ITaLr, every thing that
paffed between us : we canvaffed the matter fully, and he agreed
with me, that it was likely to turn out « moft dreadful and cruel

*perfecution. It was ou chis occafion that [ it feli the truth of
the principle, that perfecution never fails 1o be fubveriive of its own
end, and to promote that which it 1s 1itended to deftrov.  There
is, in the human mind, an innate abhorrence oi compulfion; and
perfecution always gives. ncw ftrength and elauicity to the foul;
and at laft, when ftrained to its utinoft extent, makes Man fur-
mount difficulties which at firft feem to be beyond the reach of
humanity.

Piqued by th idca of perfecution, I began to feel a degree of
enthufiafin which T wa® “ctore a ftranget to: 1 looked forward,
with a kind of glootay pleafurc, to the iniferies that brutal tyranny

- might ifli&t upon me, even to dcath itfelf'; and already began to
indulge the cxultation of martyrdom. ¢ No,” fzid I, ¢ my dear
HaLL! never will I tarnith the chara@er of a Britith Soldier---

| never will I difgrace my blood or my profeffion---never fhall an

a&
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at of mine fully the pure fame of my revered Father---never fhall
any fufferings of mine, however poignant, or worldly édvantage,
however feduélive, tempt me to do that which his noble fpirit
would regard with horror or contempt. I may, and I forefee I muft
be miferali.; but i never will be bafe or degenerate I Indeed, I
hat wronghi aneldfup to fucha pitch oo turm #f5, that 1am per-
{uaded the moft cxquitite and reuncd cruclties winch the ingenuity
of an Troquois Indian cculd have inticted on my body, weuld have
been utterly incapable of Lending the flubborn temper of my
mind.

The place iv which we were lodged was fituated in a wiy not
very favoural e te onr feclnge,  Juft within fight of it, the Com-
mandant of the oitadef held . Court--<by him yclep. d a Court of
Juttice---wher= the muil thocking, barbarous cruelties were hourly
exers iied---moft of thern for the purpoﬁ%ﬁ extorting money, and
compolling the difcovery of hidden, or fuppofitious hidden trea-
fures. Indeed, five fixths of thofe who fuffered were of tliis de-
feription ; and the procefs purfoed was as ertful as barbarous : they
firft began with careffes, then proce. fed to examuinntion and crofs-
examination, thence to threats, tncnw to puauihinent, and,
{inally, to the moft cruel tortures, 4

Direétly oppofite to ws, was imjnifoned an unfortunate per-
fon, who had for vears been a clofe captive, «nd the jport and
fubjet of thofe erormitics. He was a man once of the hicheft
rank it the Country where now he waus a prifoner: for a feries of

H 2 years
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vears he had been Governor and fole Manager of the whole pro-
vince of Bidanore. - - This was during the reign of the laft Rana, or
Queen, whofe family had been Sovereigns of the Country for time
immermorial, till Hypxr made a conqueft of, and annexed it to
his other ufurpations. Unfortunately for him, ‘he was fuppofed
to have amafled and fecreted enormous treafures, in confequence
of which he had already undergone the fiery ordeal of torture feve-
ral times.. He was fuppofed to have produced, from firft to laft,
about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in the courfe of eightcen
months, was degraded gradually, from the high refpeét in which
he was at firft held, down to a moft abjeét fate---threatencd,
Hogged, punithed in a variety of ways, and, finally, put to the
moft cruel tortures. Imyfelf faw him treated with the higheft
degree of refpe€t, and afterwards brought to the loweft ftage of
mifery and humiliationKOne thing, however, I muft not forget,
is the fortitude with which he and-all .of them bore their punith-
ment : it was truly heroic---indeed, beyond all belief. Nothing
could furpafs it, except the fkill and inventive ingenuity which the
barbarians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. My
foul fickened with horror at the fight: the amiable HavrL could
worfe. fupport it than his own miferies, and loft. all that fortitude,
in his feeling for others’ misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo
unbounded a thare in his own: and often, very often, we found
the rigour and feverity of our own fituation utterly forgotten in
our anguifh and fympathy for the fufferings of others. Never thall

I
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I'forgetit: never fhall I think without horror of the accurfed policy
and wicked tyranny of the Eaftern Governments, where every
fenfe of humanity is extinguithed, and Man, more mercilefs than
the tiger, riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without caufe.

Mr. HaLr, notwithftanding the various fufferings both of mind
and body which he had undergone, began to recruit, and get a
little better; and this circumflance, of itfelf, diffufed a flow of
{pirits over me that contributed to my fupport. We confoled each
other by every means we could devifc---fometimes indulging in all
the luxury of woe---fometimes rallying each other, and, with ill-
diffembled fprightlinefs, calling on the Goddefs EUPHROSYNE to
come with her “ quirps and cranks, and wreathed finiles :” but,
alas! the mountain nymph, fwect L1BERTY, was far away, and
the Goddefs fhunned our abode. We however began to conceive
that we might form a fyftem for our relief, and, by a methodicul
arrangement, entrench ourfelves from the affaults of gricf: to this
end, we formed feveral refolutions, and entered into certain en-
gagements---fuch as, never to repine at our fate, if awe could---to
draw confolation from the more dreadful lot of others, 1/ we con/d;
---and to encourage hope---hope that comes to all ; and, on the
whole, to. confine our converfation as much as poffible to fubjects
of an agreeable nature: but thefc, like many other rules which
we lay down for the conduét of life, were often broken by necef
fity, and lcft us to regret the fallibility of all human precautionary

{yftems.
“The"
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The youth and firength of Mr. HaLL was to the full as ade-
quate as mine to the fupport of any perfonal hardfhip: his intel-
leCtual powers were excellent, his temper incomparable, and his
fortitude unparalleled ; yet could I {ee, that fomething more than
appeared upon the furface wrought within him, and gnawed his
heart with hidden pain. United as we were by fentiment, as
well as by parity of foffering, Ifelt for him too deeply, not to
have an interefting curiofity to know what it was that preyed upon
his mind ; we had now been, months together, fellow-fufferers;
and I thought myfelf not without fome claim to his confidence---
I told him fo, and defired him to tmpart to me his ftory; which
he, with his accuftomed fuavity and condefcenfion, agreed to---
affuring me that it was pot fuch a ftory as could requite the trouble
of hearing it, or intereft any ene but himf{elf, or fome very warm
friend indeed : fuch, hewever, he added, he took me to be; and,
as fuch, would tell it tome. I think it, however, worth relating,
and will give it to' you in. his own words ; and, though it be very
(hort, muft defer the relation to another Letter.

LETTER
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LETTER LL

M-z HaLe having, as I told you in my laft, obligingly
agreed to favour me with a relation of his ftory, I now give it to
you as nearly in his own words as T can remember them.  He pro-
ceeded thus:

« Although you are now, my dear friend! a witnefs to_my
being the moft perfectly wretched of all ercated beings, vet the
time is not long paft when fortune {miled upon and gave me pro-
mife of as much happinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is
allowed by his circumfcribed nature to hope for. T have feen the
time, when each revolving fun rofe to uther me to a day of joy,
and fet to confign me to a night of undifturbed repofc--~when the
bounties of Nature, and the produétions of Art, were poured with
the profufion of fond paternal affetion into my lap---when troops
of friends hailed my rifing profpe&s---whcu health and peace made
this perfon their uninterrupted aboede---and when the moft benig-
nant love that ever blefled a mortal filled up the meafure of my
blifs. Yes, CampBELL! it was once my happinets, though now,.
alas! the fource of poignant mifery, to be blefled with the beft

parcents
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parents that ever watched over the welfare of a child---with
friends, too, who loved me, and whom my heart cherithed---and
~--0 Gop ¢ do I think of her, and yet retain my fenfes---with
the affeCtions of a young lady, than whom Providence, in the
fullnefs of its power and bounty to Mankind, never formed one
more lovely, one more angelic in perfon, more heavenly in difpo-
fition, more rich in intelleCtual endowments. Alas! my friend,
will you,«can you pardon thofe warm ebullitions of a fond paffion ?
will you for a moment enter into my feelings, and make allow-
ance for thofe tranfports.? But how can you? Your friendthip and
pity may indeed induce you to excufe this interruption; but, to
fympathife truly, and feel as I feel, you muft have known the
chu:ming girl herfelf.. - ,

“ My father, though he did -not move in the very firft walk of
life, held the rank of a Gentleman by birth and education, and was
refpeélable, not only as a man of confiderable property, but as a
perfon who knew how to turn the gifts. of fortune to their beft
account: he was geunerous. without prodigality, and charitable
without oftentation :-he was allowed by all who knew him to be the
moft tender of hufbands---the moft zealous and, fincere of  friends;
and I can bear witnefs to his.being the beft of parents.. As long as
1 can remember to have been able to.make a remark, the tender-
nefs of both my father and mother knew no bounds : 1 {feemed ta
occupy all their thoughts, all their attention; and in a few years,
as I thank Gop I never made an unfuitable return for their affec-

tion,.
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tion, it increafed to fuch a degree, that their exiftence feemed to
hang upon mine.

¢ To make as much of a child fo beloved as his natural talents
would allow, no' cxpence was fpared in my education: from
childhood, évery inftruction that money could purchafe, and every
allurement to learn that fondnefs could fuggeft, were beftowed
upon me; while my beloved father, tracing the advances I made
with the ;Mgnifying eye of affettion, would hang over me in
rapture, and enjoy by anticipation’ the fame and ‘honours that,
overweening fondnefs fuggefted to him, muft one day furround
me. Thefe prejudices, my dear friend ! arifing from the excefs of
natural affetion, are excufeable, if not amiable, and deferve a better
fate than difappointment. Alas! my honoured father, you little
knew---and, oh! may you never know, what fortof fame, what
fort of honours, await your child! May the anguith he endures,
and his moft calamitous fate, never reach your ears!---for, too
well T know, *twould give a deadly wrench to your heart, and
precipitate you untimely to your grave.

« Thus years rolled on; during which, time feemed to have
added new w{ng's to his flight, fo quickly did they pafs. Un-
marked by any of thofe finifter events that parcel out the time in
weary ftages to the unfortunate, it {lid on unperceived; and an
enlargement in my fize, and an increafe of knowledge, were all

1 had to inform me that eighteen years had paffed away.
I It
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© % Jt wias at this time that I firft found the fimooth current of my
tranquillity interrupted, and the tide of my feelings fwelled and
agitated, by the acceflion of new ftreams of fenfation---In fhort,
1 became a flave tothe delitious pains of Love; and, after having
borpe them in concealment far g long time, at leagth colleted
courage to declare it. Franknefs and candowr were among the
virtues of. my beloved : fhe liftened te protefiations of -affection,
and, rifing sbove the little arts of her fex, avowed a reciprocal
attachment. The meafure of my bhifs {eemed now to be full :
the purity of my paflion was fuch, that the thoughts of the groffer
animal defires never once occurred ; and happy in loving, and in
being beloved, we pafled our time in all the innocent blandithments
“which truly wirtuows Love infpires, without our imagination
roaming even for an inftant into the wilds of fenfuality,
~ “ As I was to inherit a genteel, independent fortune, my father
propofed to breed me up to a learned profeflion~--the Law ; rather
toinvigorate-and exercife my intelle@s, and as a fiep to rank in the.
State, than for. mere lucrative purpofes. 1 was put to one of the
Univerfities, with an allowance - fuited to his intentjons. towards
me 3 and was immediately to have been femt to. tmawel for my
further improvement, when an-unforefeen accident happened,.
which completely cruthed all my fathes’s viewsy dathed the cup
of happinefs from my lips, and brought me ultimately to that
deplorable ftate in which you. have now the misfortgne o be joined
along with me.

% I
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“ 1t was but a few rnonths antecedent to my embarking for
the Eaftern World, that my father, whom I had for fome time
with forrow obferved thoughtful, ftudious and melancholy, took.
me into his ftudy, and, feizing my hand, and looking earneftly into
my face, while his countenance betrayed the violent agitation of
his mind, atked me emphatically, if I thought 1 had fortitude to bear
the greateft poffible calamity ? I was horror-ftruck at his emotion,
accompanied by fuch a queftion---but replied, I hoped 1had. He
then atked me, if 1 had affeétion enough for him to forgive him if
he was the caufe of it? I anfwered, that the idea connected with
the word Jorgtvenefi, was that which I could never be brought by.
any carthly circumftance to apply to my father; but begged him at
once to difclofe the worft to me---as, be it what it might, my
mifery could not furpafs what I then felt from the myfterious man-
ner in which he then fpoke. ‘

« He then told me that he was an undone man-<-that he had,
with the very beff intentions, and with the view of aggramlizing.
me, engaged in great and important fpeculations, which, had
they fucceeded, would have given us a princely fortune---but,
having turned out, unfortunately, the reverfe, had left him' little
above beggary. He added, that he had not the refolution to com-
municate his loffes to me, until neceffity compelled him to tell me
all the truth. : ‘ .

¢« Although this was a fevere thock to me, T endeavoured to
conceal my feelings from my father, on whofe account, more than

Ia on
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on my own, I was affeéted, and pretended to make as light aof it
as {o very important a misfortune would juftify; and I had the hap-
pinefs to i)érccivc that the worthy man took fome comfort from my
fuppofed indifference.” I conjured him not to let fo very trivial a
thing as the lofs: of property, which could be repaired, break in
on his peace of mind or health, which could not; and obferved
to him, that we hadall of us ftill enough---for that my private
property (which I pofieffed independent of him, and which a re-
lation left me) would amply fupply all our neceflities.

“ Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my unhappy fa-
ther’s feelings to his loffes, I had yet to accommodate my ov:m; and.
began to revolve in my mind what was likely to-enfue from, and.
what ftep was moft proper to be taken in, this dreadful change of
circumftances. That which lay neareft to my heart firft occurred ;
---you will readily guefs that I mean my Love: to involve her I
loved more, far more, than my life, in the misfortunes of my fa-
mily, was too horrible a confideration to be offu¥veighed even by
the dread of lofing her. I knew not what to do, and I thought upon
it till I became almoft enfrenzied---In this ftate I went to her, and
unfolded the whole ftate of our concerns, together with my refolu-
tion not to involve her in our ruin ;---when---can you believe it ?---
the lovely girl infifted on making my fate indiffolubly her’s---not, as
fhe faid, that the had the fmalleft apprehenfion lapfe of timeorchange
of circumftance could make an alteration in our affection, but that
the withed to ngc my mind that repofe which I might derive from:

fecurity.
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fecurity. ‘This I would by no means accede to ; and, for the pre-
fent, we contented ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity.
“ As foon as I thought my father’s mind fit for fuch a conver{-
ation, I opened to him a plan I had formed of coming to India,
to advance my fortune. His underftanding approved of it, but
his heart diffented ; and he faid, that to part with me would give the
finithing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, as my intereft was toler-
ably good, Ireprefented to him the great likelihood 1 had of fuc-
cefs; and at laft, with fome difficulty, he confented.
with my refolu-

“ My next {tep was to acquaint Mifs
tion. I purpofely pafs over a meeting which no power of language
can defcribe !---then how can I1?---Oh! CamrBELL, the remem-
brance of it gnaws me like a vulture here,” (and he put his hand
upon his heart, while the tears rolled down his cheeks), * and
will foon, foon bring me to my end.

“« Not to detain you with vain efforts ta defcribe all our feel-
ings, 1 will confisk myfelf to telling you, that after having made
every neceflury preparation, and divided with my much honoured
parents the little property I pofieffed, 1 fet fail for India, in a ftate
of mind compared with which the horrors of annihilation would
have been enviable : the chaos in my thoughts made me infenfible
to cvery objeét but one; and I brooded with a fort of ftupid,
» which hung

gloomy indulgence, over the portrait of Mifs
round my neck, and was my infeparable companion, till the people

who feized meas I came athore plundered me of it, and thercby
deprived.
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Seprived me of the laft refuge for comfort I had left.  Qh! mon-
fters ! barbarians! had you glutted your fivage fary by diffevering
my limbs, oneafter another, from my body, it would have been
mercy, compared with depriving me of that - little image of her I
love! " But it is all over, and I fhall foon fink into the grave, and
never tnore be blefled with the view of thofe heavenly features, till
we meet in that region whereall tearsare wiped away, and where,
I truft, we fhall be joined together for endlefs ages, in cternal,
never-fading blifs ! '

LETTER LIL

O the day fucceeding that on which the agent of Hyaw
Sauis had held the difcourfe with me, mentiox:cgg

ter but one, I was again fent for, and brought to the famc perfon,
who atked me, whether I had duly confidered of the important
offer made me by HyAT Sanis, and of the confequences likely to
refult from a refafal? and he apprifed me at the fame time, that
the command of five thoufand men was an honour which the firft

in my laft Let-

Rajahs in the Myforean dominions would grafp "at with tranfport.
I told him I was well convinced of the honour fuch a command
would confer on any man bt an Englithman, whofe Country

being
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being the object of Hyper's inceffant boftility, would make the
acceptance of it infamy---that although I knew there were but too
many Englifhmen apoftates to their Country, I hoped there- were
but few to be found in India willing to accept of any emoluments,
however great, or any temptations, however {pecious, to fly from
the ftandatd of their Country, and rally round that of its bittereft
enemy---that, for my own part, being of a name ever foremoft
mn the ranks of loyalty and patriotifm, and of a family that had
hitherto detracted nothing from the honours of that mame, fuch
an a€t of apoftacy would be peculiarly infamous in me, and I
could view it in no better light than traitorous and parricidal---
that, independent of all thofe claims, which were of themfelves
fufficient to deter me, T felt within myfelf a principle, perhaps
innate, perhaps indpired by military habit, that forbade my acced-
ing---and, finally, appealed to the good fenfe of Hyar Sanis,
whether a man who in fuch circumftances had betrayed his Coun-
'try, and facrificed her interefls to his own cenfcience, was. fuch 2.
perfon as confidence coud properly be put in.. '
Notwithftanding thefe, and a thoufand other remonitrances,
which T cannot immediately recolle@, but which the hazards of
my fituation fuggefted, he fhll continued to prefs me, and ufed
every argument, every perfuafion, that ingepuity could diftate,
or hints of punithment enforce, to thake my purpofe~--but in
wain : . attachment to Country and Family refe paramount to all
ather confiderations ;, and I gave a peremptory, decifive refufal.
: Circums--
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Curcumftanced as I was, it was impoﬁiblc for me to keepan
accurate journal of the various incidents that pafféd, or viciflitudes
of thought that occurred, during the period of my imprifonment.
Indeed, I was fearcely confcious of the length of my captivity, and
could not, till Iwas releafed, determine exaly how long it had
continued. . You muft thereforé contertt yourfelf to be told in ge-
neral terms, that 1 was repeatedly urged on the fubject by fair
perfuafives: they then had recourfe to menace ; then they with-
held the daily pittance allowed for my fupport; and at length
proéccaed to coercion, tying a rope-round my neck, and hoifting
me ul; to a tree.  All this, however, 1bore firmly: if it had any
effedt, it was to confirm mc in my refolution, and call in policy
to the aid of honour’s di€tates. Every man of feeling or reafon
ruft allow, that it was better to die, than live a life of {ubje@ion
to tyranny fo' truly diabolical.

Mr. Harr and I, thus drove to the brink of extinétion, yet
confoled ourfelves with the refle€tion, that thofe whom moft we
loved were not fha;ring our unhappy fate, and were fortunately
ignorant of our fufferings; and as I enjoyed perfeét good health,
hope yet lived within me.

There is a fpring, an elatticity, in every man’s mind, of which
the ‘owner is rarely, very rarely confcious, becaufe fortunately
the occafions feldom occur in which it can be brought to the proof;
for, as laffitude is the neceflary forerunner of refrefhment, fo is
extreme dejection to the moft vigorous exercife of our foptitude.

So
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SoI foundit: as the horrors of my fituation thickened. round me, ¢

-

1 felt my dpirits increafe ; my refolution became more firm, my\
hopes more fanguine---I even began to look forward, and form !
projells for the future: whole hours amufement, every day and |
every night, arofe from the contemplation of my beloved boy; 1
in imagination traced his growth, dire€ted his rifing fentiments,
formed plans for his future fuccefs and profperity, and indulged by
anticipation in all the enjoyment which Inow truft I fhall yet
have in his ripened manhood.
Thus we continued for many months, during which no altera-
tion.whatfoever took placein our treatment or fituation. We heard
a thoufand contradiélory reports of victories gained over the Englifh,
and again of fome fuccefles on their part: they, however, defifted to
prefs me into their fervice. The only relief from our fufferings lay
in the refources of our own minds, and in our mutual endeavour:
to pleafe and confole one another : the circumftances of aggrava-
tion were the neceflity of daily bearing witnefs to the moft barba-
rous punithments inflited upon wretched individuals under the
femblance of juftice, and the occafional deprivation of our food,
either by the fraud of the Sepoys who attended us, or the caprice or
cruelty of their fuperiors. It is but juftice, however, to fay, that
they were not all alike: {fome overﬁowcd with mercy, tharity,
and the milk of human kindnefs; while others, again, werc almoft
as bad men as the Sovereigns they ferved. -We were not allowed
the ufe of pen, ink, or paper; and very feldom could afford our-
K felves
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felves the luxury of thaving, orclean linen: nor were we at all
fheltcred from the inclemency of the weather, till at length a lit-
tle room- was built for us of mud, which being {mall and damp,
rendered our fituation worfe than it was before.-

. The prifoner whom 1 have already mentioned, as having, in
the time of the formerSovereign, held the firft office in Bidanore,
1till continued oppofite to me ; and he and I at length began to un-
derﬁahd each other, and found means, by looks, figns and gef-
tures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an intercourfe of fentiments
together. From the circumftance of his being a native, and bet-
ger fkilled in the language than me, he had much better intelligence
than I could poflibly have, and he was always eager to convey to

“meany circumftance or news that he thought might be agreeable :
fome meflages alfo paffed between us, by means of the Sepovs
who had alternately been his guard and mine~--for our guards
were changed every week.

Projeéts and hopes of a new kind now began to intrude them-
felves on my thoughts; and I conceived a defign, which I flattered
myfelf was not entirely impraéticable, to effe® an. efcape, and
even a revolt in the place. A variety of circumftances concurred
to perfuade me, that the tyranny of HypeRr, and his fervant
Hyar Sanis, was abhorred, though none dared to give vent to
their {fentiments. I thought I could obferve, that the native pri-
foner oppofite to me was privately beloved, and might, from the
recollettion of his former dignitics, have confiderable influence in

the
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tiic place. Several Arcot Sepoys and their Officers (fome of them
belonging to my own regiment) were alio prifoners at large ; and
withal I recollefted, that difficulties apparently more ftupend-
ous had been overcome by Englithmen---having often heard it af~
ferted, that there was not a prifon in the known world out of
which a Britith fubjeét had not made his efcape. '

Fraught with thofe conceptions, Iattempted to found the Of-
ficers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it were not poffible for
us to effet our clcape? So ardent is the flame of Liberty in all
men’s breafts, {o great is the deteftation of human nature to
Slavery, that 1 perceived -a manifeft willingnefs in the people
about us to join me in an attempt to procure our liberty, or bring
about a revolt in the garrifon. My heart beat high with the hope ;
and I began to flatter myfelf, that the day was not far removed
when we fhould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but cven
make them repent the day on which we were caft athore on their
coaft.

Having thus diftantly founded all who I thought were likely to
concur, upon the practicability of the attempt, and found them, as
I conceived, difpofed to take thare in it, it yet remained to confider
of the guomodo---and, after having formed the general outlines of
a plan, tolick it into thape. The firft of thefe was a critical con-
fideration: the fecond required addrefs and managemient, and
was likely to be impeded by the vigilance of the people about,
who would not fail to remark, and take the alarm, from any un-

K e ufual
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ufual intercourfe or difcourfe between us; and without a mutual
communication of thoughts, and full deliberation by all parties
concerned, as well as knowledge of the fort and its different gates,
nothing could, with any profpeét: of fuccefs, be determined---
\nothing, without the moft imminent hazard, be attempted. 1
therefore held various councils with my own mind, and with
Mr. HALL, on the fubjeét---moft of which were abortive, with-
duteat alt difcouraging us.

At laft I began to think of fdunding the Bidanore prifoner,
ci-devant Governor of the place; and determined, if poffible,
to bring hirn into our confultations, as 1 had before hoped to make
him a party in the execution of the projett: but while 1 was
ib:tlhlg all this much to my own fatisfaction, an event occurred
which extinguithed all my hopes in that way---of which vou fhall
bave an account in mv next Letter.

LETTER
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LETTER LIL

W usrHER the plan which I mentioned in my laft was
difcovered or not, or from what other motive it arofe, I have not ta
this day been able to decide ; but fo it was, that while my fanguine
mind was overflowing with the hope of carrying my projeét for
an cfcape into effeét, Mr. HALL and 1 were one day unexpectedly
loaded with irons, and faftened together, leg by leg, by one bolt.
This, as nearly as I can compute, was four or five months before
my releafe. Of all the circumftances of my life, it has made the
itrongeft impreflion upon my mind: it unexpettedly and fuddenly
broke down the moft pleafing fabric my imagination had ever
built. The fugprife occafioned by the appearance of the irons, and
the precautionary manner in which it was undertaken, was indeed
great: ftill more was I furprifed to obferve, that the®perfon
who was employed to fee this put in execution, manifefted un-
ufual emotions, feemed much affééted, and even fhed tears as he
looked on: and while the foddennefs and cautionary mode of
doing it convinced me that fome refiftance on our part was appre-
hended, the forrow which the Officer who fuperinténded it diftlofed,

portended in my mind a fatal, or at leaft a very ferious iffue.
Un-
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Unfortunately, poor Mr. Harr had for fome ‘tine bcen
afflited with a return of his dreadful diforder, the dyfentery;
and our being thackled together increafed an unconquerable mortifi-
cation of feelings which he had before undergone, from a delicacy of
nature that would have done honour to the moft modeft virgin, be
her fenfibility ever fo exquifite, or her delicacy ever {fo extreme---
And here, my dcar FrEpERICK ! I cannot let {lip this opportunity
of remarking to you, that the man, as well as the woman, who
would render himfelf truly amiable in the eyes of his fellow-crea-
tures, fhould cultivate delicac;y and modefty, as the moft captivat-
ing of all the moral virtues: from them, heroifm derives additional
.luﬁrc---wit, ten-fold force---religion and morality, the charms of|
perfuafion---and every perfonal action of the man, irrefiftible dig-
nity and winning grace. From this unlucky event, 1 received a
temporary depreflion ; and the rapidly increafing illnefs of poor
Harr rendered my fituation more than ever calamitous}
when, again, my fpirits, eagerly prone to grafp at every thing.
that gave a momentary hope of fupport, were a little recruited by
confufed rumours of the Englith army having made a defcent on
the Malabar coaft: and fo powerful is the influence of mind on
the animal fyftem, that Mr. HALL enjoyed from the report a
momentary alleviation of his malady ; but, having no medical
affiftance, nor even fufficient fuftenance to further the favourable®
operations of Nature, he relapfed again; the difeafe fell upon him
with redoubled fury : a very {canty portion of boiled rice, with a-

mor¢



()

“more fcanty morfel of ftinking falt fith or putrid flefh, was a very
inadequate fupport for me, who, though emaciated, was in health
---and very improper medicine for a perfon labouring under a ma-
lady tuch as Mr. HarLL’s, which required comfort, good medical
ikill, and delicate nutritious food. The tea which HyaT Sauin

- had given me was expended ; and we were not allowed to be

. . i v
thaved from the hour we were put in irons, an indulgence of that

+ kind being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the prifon : and, to

refine upon our tortures, fleep, “the balm of hurt minds,” was
not allowed us uninterrupted ; for, in conformity to another regu-
lation, we were difturbed every half hour by a noife fomething
refembling a watchman's.rattle, and a fellow who, ftriking cvery
part of our irons with a kind of hammer, and examining them
left they thould be cut, broke in upon that kind reftorative, and
awoke our fouls to frefh horrors.

As it muft be much more naturally matter of aftonifhment that
any bodily ftrength could fupport itfclf under fuch complicated cala-
mities, than that infirmity (hould fink beneath them, you will be ra-
ther grieved than furprifed to hear that poor Mr. HALL was now ap-
proaching to his end with hourly accelerated fteps.. Everyapplication
that 1 made in his favour was refufed, or rather treated with cruel
negleé and contemptuous filence ; and I forefaw, with inexprefii-
ble anguith and indignation, that the barbarians would not abate
him in his laft minutes one jot of mifery, and that my moft ami-

able friend was fated to expire under every attendant horror that
mere
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merc fublunary circumftances could create. But that pity which
the mighty, the powerful and enlightened denmied, natural bene-
volence operating upon an uninformed mind, and {canty mieans,
afforded us. Hyar SaHis, the powerful, the wealthy, the Go-
vernor of a great and opulent province, refufed to an expiring fel-
low-creature a little “cheap relief---while a poor Sépoy taxed his
little means to fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord,
at hazard of imminent punithment, purchafed us a lamp and a
little oil, which we burned for the laft few nights.

Philofophers and Divines have declaimed upon the advantages
of a well-fpent life, as felt articulo mortzs 3 and their effort:
have had, I hope, fome effect upon the lives of many. To wit.
nefs one example fuch as Mr. HaLy held forth, would be wortl
volumes of precepts on this fubje€t. The unfeigned refignation
with which he met his diffolution, and the majeftic fortitude with
which he looked in the face the various circumftances of hodk
that furrounded him, rendered him the moft dignified objeét I ever
beheld or conceived, and the moft glorious inftance of conicious
virtue triumphing over the terrors of death, and the cunning bar-
barity of Mankind. Were the progrefs of virtue attended with
pain, and the praétice of vice with pleafure, the adoption of the
former would be amply repaid by itsfoothings in the dreadful mo-
ment, even if it were to accempany us no.further. About a
quarter of an hour before he died, Mr. HaLL broached a moft
‘tender fubjeét of converfation, which he followed uﬁ with a feries

of
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of obfervations, fo truly refined, fo exquifitelv turned, o delicate
and fo pathetic, that it {feemed almoft the language of fpiration,
as if, in proportion to the ducay of the body, intclle@ increafed,
ard the dying man had become all mind.  Such a converfation |
never remembered to have*hcard, or heard of. Its efieéts upon
mic were wonderful ; for, though the combination of melancholy
circumitances attending my now critical fituation had almoft raifed
my mind to frenzy, the falutary influence of his words and exam-
ple controuled the cxcefles of my fenfations ; and I met the affliét-
ing moment of his departure with a degree of tranquillit}, which,
though not to be compared to his, has on refleétion "appearcd to
me aftonithing.  This converfation continued to the very infiant
of his dcath ; during which time hé held my hand clafped in his,
frequently cnforcing his kind expreflions to me with a {queeze---
while my forrow, taking its moift cafy channel, bedewed my face
with tears.  As he procceded, my voice was choaked with my feel-
ings; and I attempted once or twice in vain to {peak. His hand
grew cold : he faid his lower limbs werc all lifelefs, and that Le
felt death coming over him with flow creeping {beps---He aguin
moralized, thanking Gop with pathetic fervour for his great mercy
in leaving him his intellects unclouded, and the organ of commu-
nication (the tongue) upnenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might
folace his friend and fellow-fuiterer---¢¢ Ah! Cameserrn ! con-
tinucd he, < to what a feries of miferies am I now leaving vou!
Death in fuch circumftances is a bleffing---1 view minc as fuch;
and thould think it mare {o, if it coutributed, by awukening thofe

L people
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people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to foften their rigour to you:
but cruelty like their’s is fyftematic, and ftoops not to the controul
of the feelings. Could I hope that you would yet efcape from
their clutches, and that you would once more prefs your family to
your bofom, the thought would brighten ftill the moment of our
{eparation : and, oh ! my friend! could I ftill further hope that you
would one day fee my moft beloved and honoured parents, and tell
them of my death without wringing their hearts with its horrid
circumftances, offer them my laft duties, and tell how I revered

them---If, too, you could fec my , and tell her how far, far

) 12
H

moredear than

Here he turned his eyes toward the lamp,
then faintly on me---made a convulfive effort to {queeze my hand
---cried out, “ CaAMPBELE ! oh, CamMpBELL! the lampis going
out!” and expired without a groan. @ )

The recital of this affli¢ting event has called upto my fancy o
lively a pi¢ture of the fcene as it paffed with all its horrors---horrous
which outftrip all efforts of defcription, and baffle all power of
language---that my feelings are in part renewed, and I find myfelf

incapable of procceding farther at prefent.

LETTER
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LETTER ILIV.

I or fome time T was loft in grief for the death of Mr.
Havrr. Though I had long expefted it, and might confequently
B¢ Tuppofed to hay e wafted great part of my forrow in anticipa-
tion ; ymno oniv confidered and felt THe poxm"‘ms

w"‘
death mercly as it refpected him and his misfortunes, a (rreat por-

tion of the calamity remained unconceived: and, now that he
was dcad, I began for the firft time to confider and feel the fub-
je€t as it concerned myfelf.  Refleétion told me, that he was hap-
pily relieved fron'r vvoe, and ina ftate of blifs---

« After life’s fitful fever, he flecps well :

“

Nor ftecl nor poifon,

« Malice domeflic, forcign levy—nothing

< Can touch him further !

But I flill remained a prey to perhaps new barbarities, without
hope of relief from the old. No partner to fhare, no focial converfe
to alleviate, no friend to confole me under my afflictions, 1 looked
at the body of my friend with envy, and lamented that death had
not afforded me, too, a fhelter from the cruelties which fate

feemed determined to heap upon me.
L2 It
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It 15 impoffible for me to exprefs to you the agonies of mind 1

"

underwent during the reft of the night. In the morning, a rcport
was made to the Commandant, of the death of Mr. HaLL ; and
in about an hour after, hc paffed me by, but kept his face purpofily
turncd away frem me to the other fide. I patiently waited for tiie
removal of the dead body till the evening, when I defired the Sepoys
who guarded me to apply for its being removed. They returned,
and told’ me that they could get no anfwer rcfpe&ing it.  Night
came on, but there was no appeara A n to unfetter

mﬁ_fg_)mﬂw-:.um__ The Commandant was fitting in his Court,

adminiftering, in the manner I have before deferibed, juffice !

[ealled out to him myfelf with all my might, but could get no an-
fwer from him. N othing could equal my rage and confternation ;
for, exclufive of the painfutidea of being thackled to the dead body
of a friend I loved, another circumftance contributed to make it a
{erious fubjeét of horror. In thofe climates, the weather is (o in-
tenfely hot, that putrefaétion almoft inftantly fucceeds death ; and
meat that is killed in the morning, and kept in the thade, will be
unfit for drefling at night. In a fubje&, then, on which putrefu&tion-
had made advances even before death, and which remained expofed
to the open air, the procefs muft have been much more rapid.  So
far, however, from compaffionating my fituation, or indulging me
by a removal of the body, their barbarity fuggefted to them to
make it an inftrument of punithment ; and they pertinacioufly ad-
hered to the moft mortifying filence and difiegard of my complaints.

For
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For feveral days and nights it remained attached to mc by the irons,

I grew almoft diftracted---withed for the means of puttingan end

to my mierics by death, and could not move without thncﬂiﬁ@
fome new ftage of putrefcence it attained, or breathe without ine
hiding the patrid efffuvia that arole from it---while myriads of
flics and loutlifome infects refled onit, the former of which every
now and then vifited me, crawling over my face and hands, and
lighting in hundreds on my victuals. I never look back at this
crifis witheut confufion, horror, apd even aftonifhment; and,
were it not conneéted with a chain of events preceding and fubfe-
quent to it, too well known by refpectuble people to be doubted,
and too much interwoven with a part of the hiflory of the laft war
w India to admit of douot, T fhould not only be afraid to tell, but
ablolutely doubt'm}'fclf whether the whole was not the illufion of
a dream, rather than credit the poffibility of my enduting fuch
unheard-of hardthips without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfus,
At laft, when the body had reached that thocking loathfome,
ftate of putrefaction which threatened that further delay would
render removal abominable, if not impofiible, the monfters agreed
to take it away from me---and I was {o far relicved : but-the mor-
tification and injury I underwent from it, joined to the ugitation
of the preceding week, made a vifible inroad on my hcalth, ]
totally loft my fpirits; my appetite entirely forfook me : my long-
nourithed hopes fled ; and 1 looked forward to death as the only
defirable
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defirable event that was within the veree of likelihood or pofli-
hilits.
 Ond®day, my oppofite friend (the native prifoRery gave me a
vok of the moft interefting and encouraging kind; and I per-
eived 2 more than wfual buftle in the citadel, while the Sepoys
nformed me that they were ordered on immediate fervice, and
hat fome events of great importance had taken place. From this
eeble gleam, my mind, naturally ative, though depreffed by
circumftances of unufual weight, again took fire, and hope bright-
ened with a kind of gloomy light the profpect before me: I re-
volved a thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand fur-
mifes ; but all as yet was only conjeéture with me. In a day or two,
‘the buftle increafed to a high pitch, accompanied with marks of
confternation : the whole of the troops in the citadel were ordered
to march ; and the Commandant, and a man with a hammer and
inftruments, came to take off my irons.
,:' While they were at work taking off my irons, I perceived
that they were taking off thofe of the native prifoner oppofite to
me alfo. He went away under a guard: we looked at each
other complacently, nodded and fmiled, as who thould fay, « we
hope to fee one another in happier times not far diftant.” But,
alas! vain arc human hopes, and thort and dark is the extent of our
utmoft forefight ! This unhappy man, without committing any
fort of offence to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable,
barbarous policy of thofe Countries, was, by the Jemadar’s

orders,
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orders, taken forth, and his throat cut! This the Jemadar him-
felf afterwards acknowledged to me---and, what was ftill more
abominable if poffible, undertook to juftify the proceeding upoﬁ
the principles of reafon, found fnfe, ahd precedent of Afiatic
policy. c ) O '

In order to clucidate the whole of this bufinefs, it is. neceffary
for me to recur to events which happened antecedent to this time,
but of which, by reafon of my fituation, I was then entirely ig-
norant ; and as they involve, not only the grounds of my fubfe-
quent efcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion of hif-
torical fact, and {fome of the material interefts of the Eaft India
Company, T will be the more particularly careful in relating
them, and defire from you a proportionate fhare of attention---
Bat their importance entitle them to a feparate Letter: therefore

conclude with affuring you, &c. &c.

LIETTER
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LETTER LV.

’ Hyper Arrr Kmawn, late Nabob of Myfore, and
father to thc prefent Trproo SAHIB SULTAIN, was as extraor-
dinary a man, and perhaps poffeffed as great natural talents, as any
recorded in the page of Hiftory. Born and bred up in the loweft
ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant People, and to the latt
day of his lifc perfeétly illiterate, he not only emerged from his
native obfcurity by the vigour of his mind and body, Lut becanc
an obje€t of terror and admiration to furrounding Potentates.
Early initiated in the habits and inured to the toils of a military
life, he rofe, by the gradual fteps of promotion, to a rank which
afforded an opportunity of difplaying his capacity and prowefs:
he foon obtained the command of that army in which he had once
ferved as a common foldier, and immediately demonftrated that the
fublimity of his mind was formed to keep pace with his extraor-
dmary elevation. |

The Marhattas, the moft formidable people in Hither Incha,
bordercd on the Myforean dominions, and kept their neigh-
bours, by frequent hoftilities, in a continual ftate of awe---
making incurfions on their territorics, and taking poffeflion, by

force
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force of arms, of large portions of their Country : but no {vonor

/

had HypER got the command of the armies of his Country, than
he drove back the Marhattas from the Myforean dominions, which
he extended by confiderablc acquifitions from the Marhatta fron-
tiers ; and followed up his conquefts with fuch fuccefsful ardour,
that he compelled that warlike Nation to refpeét his Countrymen
as their equals, if not fuperiors, in military achievement. Thus,
while he ingratiated himfelf with his Sovereign and Fellow-citi-
zens by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the Soldiery by.
his perfonal addrefs and valour ; and at the fame time, by the feve-
ritv of his difcipline, and the occafional aufterity of his deportment,
maintained an awe over them, which ftrengthened his authority
without diminithing their affection.

HypEr was therefore now arrived at that point of elevation,
beyond which no exertion of mental capacity, if governed by vir-
tue or integrity, could raife him---So far he owed all to genius:
but his towering ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained by
any principle of religion or morality, he determined to accom-
plifh, at any rate, that which he knew mothing but crime could
accomplith. With wicked deliberation he looked forward into
the womb of time, and with unparalleled policy arranged the
whole {yftem uponwhich he was to at, when that order of
things his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to fee
would naturally arife from each other, fhould afford him a proper
epportunity. Although he was utterly ignorant of books, and of

M cousfe



( 90 )

courfe cculd derive little benefit from the examples of the great
and ambitious men recorded in Hiftory, yet, drawing upon the in-
finite refources of his own mind or information, he adopted the
very fame means of furthering his views ; and forefeeing, that,
with an immenfe army devoted to his intercfts, few things would Le
unattainable, he applied him{elf diligently to model and form that of
the K1nG of M¥soRE to the greateft perfettion in difcipline, and to
sender it attached to his perfon, and fubfervient to his views, by a
fkilful mixtare of feverity and relaxation, toil and reward, dan-
ger and applaufe, which none but a mafter-hand like his was ca-
pable of exaétly compounding.

The death of his Sovereign the KinG of MysorE at length
afforded him the opportunity to which he had fo long, and with
fo prophetic an eye, looked forward---and gave him ample room
for felf-gratulation on the fcore of his fagacity and prudence..

The Heir in fucceflion to the Throne being then an infant, the
politic HYpER, fetting afide all claims of the kindredof the young
Prince, took upon himfelf the guardianthip---under the. title of
Regent aflumed the fupreme authority---and, though teo well
aware of the inviolable attachment of the People to their lawful:
Monarch to put him directly to death, ufurped the Throne, and
configned him to imprifonment in Seringapatam, the capital of
ghe Myforean dominions.

Having thus, by his talents, acquired the poffeflion of the
Throne, he gave a large range to the fublimity of his views, and

foon,
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feon difplayed the exhauftlefs refources of his mind in the new
office of Governor and Legiflator---forming fuch vaft well-or-
dered military eftablithments, and fuch judicious and falutary civil
inftitutions, as made him blaze forth at once the terror of his
ucighbours, and rendered him, in the fequel, the moft powerful
and formidable Potentate in the Hither Peninfula. In carrying
on thofe, his deficiency in letters was fupplied by his vigilance
and fagacity, fharpened by fufpicion : three fecretaries executed
all his orders in feparate apartments ; and if, on comparifon, they
were found to differ, he who committed the error received fen-
tence of death. His natural cruelty made him take the execution
of their fentence upon himfelf not unfrequently : to flice off a head
with his own hand, or fce it done by others, was a luxurious re-
creation to the fanguinary HypER.

‘The natural fagacity of this great man fuggefted, that in or-
der to accomplifh the extenfive objets which his active and ambi-
tious temper held up to his imagination, the introduction of the
moft perfeét military difcipline was above all other things necef-
fary ; and his judgment informed him that the European was the
beft. He therefore held out the moft tempting allurements to
military adventurers, and particularly to thofe, whether black or
white, who had been trained in the fervice of the Englith Eaft
India Company : he fent emiffaries, for the purpofe, to all parts
of India, with inftrutions to offer great rewards; and carried
this defign fo far, that whenever accident or war threw perfons of

M2 that
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that dcf‘cription into his hands, he never failed to detain. therm,
and, if they refufed to enter into his fervice, treat them with the
moft i{-npzirddrfablc rigour and barbarity; and by thefe mcans
brought his army to a ftate of perfe€tion till then unknown to a
Black Power. He did not ftop there, but determined to eftablith
a Navy---by large offérs allured many fhip-carpenters and artizans
from Bombay---made no inconfiderable progrefs in conftruting
dock-yatds,” énd had a@ually equipped fome thips of the line, be-
fides frigates, fitted to encoumter European feas. Indeed, he
feerned to have carried his views of conqueft even to the Polar
vegions ; for it is a fack, that he dire¢ted his people, irt conftruting
thofe veflels, to fic them for encountering feas of ice, or, as. he
called it, the thick water.

To a man of fuch ardent ambition and deep penetration, the
vaft power which. the Englith Eaft India-Company had acquired,
und were daily acquiring, in the Eaft, could nat fail to be an ob-
je&t of jealoufy. Ie conceived a deadly and implacable animofity
to the Britifh Nation, which influenced his whole fhcceeding life,.
ended only with his death, and was- then tranfmitted to his fon
Trrroo Sauin, with the exation of a folemn oath, ever to retain:
thofe fentiments. '

A coincidence of circumftances, which has feldom occurred in-
the fortunes of men, tended, at a lucky crifis, to further the bold
projeéts of Hyper ; and neither fortune, though extremely pro-
pitious to hitm, nor his own unbounded talents and'enegeric ipirit,.

favoured
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favoured the execution of them,, more than the bungling politics,
the ludicrous ambition, and: the co'nfeq\;cnt unjuftifiable proceed-
ings, of one of eur Prefidencies in India---I mean Bombay.
Fortunately, the wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India Coun-
cils at this. day, vindicate the wounded charaéter of the Britith.
Nation; and juftify me in the remarks I make, - |

An ambitious and profligate Chief of the Marhatta tribes---his.
name, Rocanavr Row---had been depofed by the wife men of
his Couritry, for having murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp.
the Throne of Setterah. e fled to Bombay, and, by fpecious
promifes and pecuniary bribes, pmva‘iiled.on that Prefidency to af-
ford him an afylum,, and finally to take up arms in his. defence
againft the united Marhatta States, who at the very time were
able to- raife an- army of three hundred thoufand fighting men.
Hoftilities. were: firft commenced by the Englifh; and by them
peace -was firft propofed.. The: treaty of Poonah was. made, by
which it was previded that RocanauTt Row fhould quit Bom-
-bays and by the ,Engﬁih the provifions of that treaty were
‘broken--for, in direft vielation. of it,. RocanauT was kept at
Bombay. This breach. of the treaty led. to another; for this.
erafty-and unprincipled Chief made ufe of it with fuch addrefs as
to perfuade that Prefidency to attack the Marhattas again :+--by
magnifying the power of his party among his Countrymen, he
prevailed upon them once more to affert his rights ;. and the Prefi-

L§
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dency -of .Caleutta, 1 am afraid, were induced to join. that of
Bombay in the plan. "

.4t happened dnfoctunately, that at thxs time the Chaut‘ of Bom-
bay was filled by a perfon the moft unquahﬁ_cd, probably, that
could be found in any community for an office of fuch importance
---Governor Horney. He was allowed, by the almoft unani-
mous cénfent of thofe who knew his private or public charaéter,
to be ignorant, not only of the firft principles of Government, but
of the ordinary knowledge requifite for a Gentleman; and for
fuch a ferious truft as Bombay he was peculiarly difqualified by
an unbounded luft of gain, to which all other paffions yielded up
the dominion of his heart. A temper and intelleét of this kind
were rendered {till more incapable of the enlarged views the Re-
prefentative of a great Nation in a diftant Colony fhould poffefs,
by a mercantile education and habits, which narrowed even his
circuamicribed mind, and left him not a fentiment, not an idea,
that was not merely commercial. The adminiftration of fuch a
man was exaftly what might have been expetted; and, inftead
of aflerting the dignity of Great Britain, or promoting the ad-
vantage of his employers---narrow policy, felfith views, and an
indefatigable effort to enrich himfelf, made the whole: tiﬂ'ﬁ; of his
conduét in India. |

Blinded by the plaufible infinuations of RocANAvUT, and ﬁ_imu-
lated by a luft for conqueft, which would have been unjuftifiable
even in the proud prejudices of an hereditary Defpot, but whieh

were
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were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of Merchants
who were them{elves fubjeéts, the Eaft India Company’s Servants
again determined to fupport, by force of arms, that moft atro-
cious murderer: and with the contemptibly inadequate force of
four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy train of bag-
gage and fervants for the accommedation of finikin voluptuous.
Officers, and led by two doughty compting-houfe champions.
(Carnac and Modtyn), with Colonel EceErTOoN as Military
Affifiant rather than Commander, they fet out, to encounter the
whole torrent of the Marhatta force, and conduét RocANauT to
Poonah..

Had RocaNavT advanced at the head of his own partizans
enly, the Chiefs of the Marbatta Nation might poflibly have
taken different fides of the queftion, and left between them a
breach for his arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the
general caufe of the Country: but the affaults of a foreign army
---an army of interefted peeulating frangers, as the Company's
troops then were---an army of avowed natural enemies, profefling
a different religion, entertaining different political principles, and
formed by Nature of a different complexion---roufed and united
them in one common caufe, and comprefled difcordant interefts,
which bad been for time immemorial at irreconcilable: variance,
into one compact body of refiftance, which, as it became more
firm from the ftrokes of hoftility, could not, in the nature of
things, be fubdued ; in the fame manner as.the unjuftifiable con-

federacy
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federacy of Kingsagainft France lately united all the conflicting
parties of that Country:--converted twenty-feven millions of
People, male and female, into one compalt armed force---rendered
them not only invincible at home, but terrible abroad---and finally,
has enabled them to beftride, Coluflus like, the univerfe.

LETTER LV,

T e approach of the Britith Troops with RocANAUT
caufed great alarm at Poonah ; and the Minifters there fent to offer
terms, which were contemptuoufly reje@ted. They then determin-
cd to fave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not preferve
by juftice or negociation---and took the ficld with fuch great force,
that their menacing enemies found it expedient to confider of a
retreat. 'The faitifu/ Rocanavr, finding his plans baffled, fent
privately to SciNpIAH, the Marhatta Chief, propofing to him to
attack the Englifh, and promifing in that cafe to join him with
his part of the army : his perfidy, however, being difcovered, the
Englith Commanders began to retreat, carrying him along with
them. They were, however, furrounded, and reduced to make
the moft abject conceflions---offering a carte-blanche to SciNDIAH
as the price of a retreat : but that auguft Chief nobly difdained

to
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to take advantage of their fituation, and contented himfelf with
terms which juftice thould have exafted from them, even if ne-
ceflity had not compelled their acceptance. The reftoration of
Salfette, and of the other conquefts made by the Company’s troops
during the preceding hoftilities, and the delivery of RocANAUT's
perfon into the hands of the Marhattas, were among the provifions.
RocaNAvuT was delivered up : two hoftages were taken for the
remaining part of the treaty; and the harraffed remains of the
Englith army werc permitted to return to Bombay.

RocanNavuT having found means to efcape, reached Surat ; and
thé Company’s Chiefs refufed to comply with the provifions of
the treaty : notwithftanding which, the noble Marhatta difmiffed
the hoftages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than that
which could be wreaked on two defencelefs individuals. General
GopparT, who had been fent with an army from Bengal, was
commiffioned to negociate for a pacification : but ScINDIAH
making the delivery of RoGANAUT into his hands an indifpenfable
preliminary, the negociation was broken off, and both partics de-
termined to refer the controverfy to the decifion of the Sword.

Every thing feemed to confpirc to chaftife the rafhnels and
folly of our Indian Councils. The difficulties in which our Amc-
rican conteft had involved the Nation, were rcported with exagge-
ration in India, and gave additional firmnefs #o our encmiecs 1n
that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing {pirit of the Court of

Verfailles found its way with Monficur St. Lusin to the fhores
N - of
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of Indoftan, and fo powerfully worked upon the mind of HypER,
that he entered into a treaty with France againft England, and
brought the ftrength of both into the moft formidable combination
that ever was made in that Country, to roet out the power of
Great Britain from the Eatt.

Thus, by the depraved politics of the Councils of a petty Settle-
mcnt,,were the important interefts of Great Britain in India, and
the lives and properties of all its fervants in that quarter, at once
expofed to the fury of three formidable hoftile powers---the Ma-
rhattas, HHyper and the French.

I will not entangle my narrative with a detail of the various
military operations whicharofe from this confederacy : they were
inn general difaftrous to the Englith, whofe power there was pre-
ferved from utter annihilation by the encrgetic Councils of Mr.
Hasrines, the unexampled courage of our troops, and the un-
paralleled abilities and gallantry of the veteran Sir Eyre Coors,
That part which applies to my prefent narrative, is the only part
1 think it neceflary to detail ; but I with you to inform yourfelf
of all of them fully, by an attentive perufal of the different hifto-
rics of that wan

In order to relieve the Carnatic, which was fufféring under-
the ravages of a formidable victorious army, who had not only
cut off a great. parw of our forces on that coaft, but affronted. our-
army even at the walls of Fort St, George, defcents upon the coafts
of Malabar were planned, in order to. make a diverfion : and/

General
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General MATHEWS, in Janvary 1783, landed, with a fmall army
under his command, at a place called Rajamondroog---took
Onore, and feveral forts ; and being joined by other troops, which,
under the command of Colonel HumeeRrTsoN, had done confider-
able fervices to the Southward, and were now commanded by
Colonel MacLeop, marched from Cundapore, with an army
confifting of twelve hundred Europeans and eight battalions of
Sepoys, towards Huffaingurry Ghaut, a pafs that leads over thefe
immenfe mountains which divide the Peninfula, running North and
South from Perfia to Cape Comorin. After furmounting obftacles
that would have difcouraged a lefs enterprifing Commander, and
for which I refer vou to his own Letter, inclofed herewith,* he
mounted the Ghaut, carrying everv thing before him with the
fixed bayonet; and reached, within a thort march of Hydecrna-
gur, the place where 1 was confined. Thofe operations were
undoubtedly much facilitated by the death of Ilyper AvrL,
which happened while I was in prifon, and which drew the at-
tention of Trproo SauiB to affairs of more immediate importance
than the defence of thc Malabar forts.

I have thus digreffed from the ftraight path of my narrative,
in order to explain to you the occafion of the extraordinary revo-
lution that fo fuddenly took place in the fort, which I ftated to
you in my laft Letter but one---You tvill therefore look back to
the conclufion of that 1.ctter, from whence T again take up iy

narrative.

Na I
* Sce Appendi:.
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I was utterly at a lofs to conjecture what this fo fudden refo-
lution to releafe me and my oppofite fellow-prifoner meant. I
endeavoured to get fome explanation of it from the perfons about
me; but all I could at the time colleGt was, that the Jemadar had
direfted me to be taken out of irons, and ordered me to appear
before him. I walked out of the citadel with two or three men who
had got charge of me: it was a delightful afternoon; and my
fenfations on once more revifiting the open air---at again viewing
the vaft expanfe of the firmament above, and the profufion of
beauties with which Nature embellithed the carth beneath---were
too blifsful, too fublime, for defcription. My heart beat with in-
voluntary tranfports of gratitude to that Being from which all
fprung ; and I felt that Man is, in his nature, even without the in-
tervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For an hour of
fuch delight as I then experienced, a year of imprifonment was,
1 thought, hardly too dear a price. Thofe exquifite fenfations
jnfenfibly led my heart to the moft flattering prefages: the ani-
mal {pirit appcared to have, in correfpondence with the body,
thaken off a load of chains; and as I walked along, I feemed to
tread on air. ‘ _

As we proceeded forward, we found, at fome diftance from:
the fort, an open dooly, into which the guards forcibly crammed
me; and I was carried off, ftill attended by the fame men. As
we went along, they gave me to underftand that Hyar Saurs,

the Jemadar, was at a place ten or a dozen miles diftant from
' Bidanore..
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Bidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft extraordinary cir-
cumftance,and was at a lofs to conjeture for what purpofe he re-
quired my prefence there.  Perhaps, thought I, it is to deliver me
perfonally into the hands of T1proo---perhaps to fend me to Se-
ringapatam. Sufpenfe whetted my curiofity ; and impatience to
know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon a wide fea of conjetture.
Still, however, my fenfes acknowledged a degree of pleafure in-
defcribable---1 inhaled the freth air with greedinefs, and, as I
fnuffed it in, faid to myfelf, ¢ Well, well---at the worft, this
will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new ffock of health and
vigour, to enable me to endure with manhood whatever other
fufferings the barbarians, into whofe hands I have fallen, may
have in ftore for me.” .

When we had got about a mile from the fort, we mret a perfon
attended by three others, all on horfeback. He was a man of confi-
derable rank in that Country, and I recolleéted. to have feen him at
the Jemadar’s Durbar, where he had manifefted a favourable dif-
pofition towards. me, looking always gracioufly, and nodding to
me, which, confidering my circumitances and his, was not 4 little
extraordinary. The moment he recognized me, he leaped from
his horfe, apparently in great agitation : then turning to the guards,.
ordered them to leave me immediately---faying at the fame time
that be would be anfwerable for the condequences. They feemed
at firft to hefitate whether they would obey him or not; but on.

his thaking at.them his fword, which was all along drawn in his
hand,
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hand, and fmeared with blood, and repeating his orders a fecond
time in a firm and decifive tone of voice and manner, they all
ran off.

As foon as we were alone, he revealed to me, that he had all
along known who I was---had moft heartily pitied my fufferings,
and privately entertained the moft anxious withes to ferve me, but
could not venture to interfere---the leaft jealoufy, when once
awakened, being thercalways followed up by fummary vengeance.
He then mentioned his name, informing me that he was the fon
of a Nabob near Vellore, whofe dominions had been wrefted from
him by force, and united to the Carnatic; that his family had re-
ceived great favours from my father, in return for which he felt
hunfelf bound to do me every fervice in his power; but that,
having been, after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken
into the fervice of Hyper, and holding then a place of confe-
quence under him, he was difqualified from demonftrating his
gratitude and efteem in the way he withed : he added, he had juft
come from the fummit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englith
army pofted, after their having beat the Circar troops, and car-
ried all the ftrong works which had been eretted for the defence of
the paffes, and were deemed from their fituation impregnable ;
that the Jemadar, HyaT San1B, had gone thither to encourage
the troops, and animate them to one grand effort of refiftance,
and would remain there till the fucceeding day---Here he ftopped,

and feemed much agitated; but, recovering himfelf foon, faid, ina
folemn
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folemn and alarming manner, * Thisday I heard Hyat Samis
give orders to bring you before him, in order that he might fatiate
his revenge by your death! How happy am I in having an oppor-
tunity to refcue you! I will carry you back with me, therefore,

»w

to Bidanore, and place you in a ftate of fecurity with my family.’

LETTER LVIL

Sven unprecedented gemerofity affected me fenfibly.

“To run fuch a hazard as he muft have incurred, merely froma
principle of gratitude for fervices {o remote in both time and per-
fon, was more than we could hope to find even among Englith-
men, who boaft of their fuperior juftice and generofity---but in a
native of Indoftan, where the tide of hyman fecling runs rather
low, was aftonithing. As well as my limited knowledge of the
language of the Country enabled me, I endeavoured to make him
a fuitable acknowledgment : in fuch a caufe, dullnefs muft have
become eloquent ; and I lamented that my deficiency in the lan-
guage prevented my giving vent to the extreme fullnefs of my
heart. He feemed, however, to be fatisfied with my meaning;
and I-was juft on the point of returning with him to Hydernagur,
when we were fuddenly. ftartled by the Jemadar’s mufic, whieh:
- was
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was foon afterwards fucceeded by the appearance of his guards
advancing ‘towards us at fome diftance. He feemed .confounded
and alarmed---lamented, in warm terms, his incapacity to ferve
me---and, pointing to a path which wound through a wood that
lay on either fide of the road, diretted me to ftrike into it imme-
diately, faying, that by following that route, I fhould certainly
fall in with the Britith army. He then rode away, and I followed
his adwvice, and proceeded for fome time through the wood with-
out interruption; for, though I did mot implicitly believe the
affertion that HyaT SARIB meant to have cut me off, I deemed it
prudent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered to effect
my efcape, apprehending a worfe fate than death, namely, being.
ient prifoner to Seringapatam.

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, Ibegan to examine my fitu-
ation, and toreflet on the different converfations which had paffed
between HyaT Sasis and me, and on his conduét previous to
my being put in irons. I recolletted the information I had from
time to time received, touching the Jemadar’s difpofition,
Hyper’s death, Tirroo Sauis’s charaéter and avowed hatred
of HyaT, and the nature of the inhabitants. I moreover took
into confideration, that my ftrength was impaired, and my con-
ftitution undermined ; and that my profpecs in India, in point of
fame or emolument, could only be promoted by fome extraordi-
nary exertion, or fome hazardous enterprife. The refult of the

whole was a determination on my part to return back to the fort,
and
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and venture an attempt to perfuade the Jemadar to offer propofals
for an accommodation to General MATHEWS, and to make me
the inftrument of his negociation.

In purfuance of this determination, I returned; and at about
fix o’clock in the evening re-entered the fort, and proceeded to the
palace of the Jamadar, where, defiring an audience, I was ad-
mitted. At the very firft fight of him, 1 could perceive in his
appearance all the mortification of falling power. He received
me with a gloomy countenance, in which there was more of
thoughtful fadnefs than of vinditive fury. After a minute's
filence, however, he faid to me, ¢ Well, Sir! you have heard,
I fuppofe, that the Englith army are in poffeffion of the Ghauts,
and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this Country authorifc my
proceeding againft you with the utmoft rigour.” Here he paufed
for a few moments---then proceeded thus : ¢¢ Neverthelefs, in con-
{ideration of your family---in confideration of the regard I have
for along time conceived for you, from obferving your conduét,
and ftri&t adherence to truth in anfwering all my queftions, and
{till more on account of thg fufferings which you have fuftained
with fortitude, I will allow yvou to cfcape: halte vou, then,
away---fly from this fort direétly---begone !” Then waving his
hand as a fignal for me to depart, averted hiz foce from me, and
looked another way.

1 thought that this was a very favourable opportunity fur my
ivtended purpofe, and entreated him to hear me while 1 faid a

0 few
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few words of perhaps more moment to him than to myfelf.
He again turned towards me; and, nodding affent, while his eye
befpoke impatient curiofity, 1 proceeded---And, firft, I exprefled,
in the ftrongeft terms } was able, the high fenfe 1 entertained of
the tavourable reception I met with when I firft came to the fort ;
affuring him, that I fhould never forget the kindnefs he thewed
e on that occafion, and that in my confcience I imputed all the
fufferings I had undergone wholly to orders which he had been
abliged to execute, and not to any want of humanity in himfelf.
Here 1 perceived the clouds which had overfpread his countenance
begin gradually to difperfe, and with the greater confidence pro-
ceeded to fay, that if he would condefeend to give me a patient
" hearing, and not take my boldnefs amifs, 1 would venture to in-
trude upon him with my advice. At this he ftared at me with a
look of furprife---paufed---then {aid, that he authorifed me to
{peak whatever 1 plcafed---continuing, in a tone of gentle melan-

choly, ¢ But of what ufe can your advice be to me now
Having thus obtained his permiffion, 1 began by compliment-
ing him on his great talents and temper in governing---on his fide-
lity, zeal and attachment to HYDER---and on the mild and bene-
ficent ufe which he was acknowledged to have made of the un-
bounded power vefted in him by that great Prince, which was the
more extraordinary, confidering how many examples he had to
juftify him in a contrary praftice. I reminded him, however,
that circumftances were at prefent widely different from what
they
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they then were---that he had now gota very different Sovereign
to ferve---that he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hypea
might have been confidered to him), but T1proo SuLTAN, now
the mafter, once the rival, whofe meafures he had always op-
pofed, againft whom he had once laid a moft ferious charge, and
who, confidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be reafon-
ably fuppofed to have forgiven him; and I hinted, that whatever
external appearance of regara‘l Tr1rroo might from the political
neceﬂity of the moment affume, his temper, and the {pirit of
Afiatic policy, were too well known to have a doubt remaining,
that fo far from continuing him (HvaT) in the fame power and
authority which he enjoyed during the life of his father HypER,
he would, on the contrary, proceed againft him with rigour and
cruelty. '

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntarily nodding his-head in
a manner which, though not intended for my obfervation, denoted
internal affent ; and was convinced that I had exaétly fallen in
with the current of his own thoughts. No wonder, indecd, they
thould be his fentiments; for they had long been the {entiments of
all perfons who had known the circumftances of the Nabob's fa-
mily.

Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as I conceived to
be neceffary to awaken the mind of Hyar to the precarioufnefs,
or rather danger of his fituation with Trrroo, I painted to him,
in the ftrongeft colours 1 was mafter of, the humanity, the fidclity,

02 the
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the bravery and generofity of the Englith, which, I faid, were fo
univerfally aéknowledgcd, that even their worft enemies bore tef-
timeony to them : and I affured him, thatif, inftcad of makingan
unavailing oppofition .to them, he would throw himfelf with con-
fidence upon their protetion, and become their friend, he would
not only be continued in his ftation, powerand authority, and fup-
ported as heretofore, but be made a much greater man, with ftill
greater fecurity, than ever he had been before.

- This was the general fcope of my argument with him ; but
there were many more which fuggefted themfelves at the time,
though 1 cannot now remember them. 1 enforced them with all
the power I had : they were fupported by the acknowledged cha-
raéter for generofity of the Englith, and ftill more by Hyar’s
apprehenfions of T1proo; and they had their effe€t. That very
night he authorifed me to go to the Britith General; and, though
he would not commit himfelf by fending propofals in- writing, he
confented to receive them from the General, and promifed to wait
for my return till day-light the next morning---adding, that if I
did not appear by that time, he would go off with his family and
treafure to fome other place, and fet the town, powder-magazine
and ftore-houfes on fire, leaving a perfon of diftinguithed charac-
ter to defend the citadel or inner fort, which was ftrong, with a
décp ditch, and mounted with many pieces of cannon, and fend
immediate intelligence to an army of fix thoufand horfe and one
thoufand infantry, who were at that time on their road from

Seringa-~
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Seringapatam, to haften their progrefs, and make them ad-
vance with all poflible rapidity; and he further obferved, that as
Treroo himfelf would come to the immediate protection of
his Country, und, if once come while the Englith army remained
in the open ficld, would give them caufe to repent their temerity,
there was no time to be loft.

Accompanied by a perfon who had officiated as interpreter
between the jemadar and me, and whofe good offices and influence
with HyaT, which was very great, I had been previoufly lucky
enough to fecure, I fet off at ten o’clock at night, on horfeback,
to the Britith army. My companion was in high fpirits when we
fet out from the fort; but as we proceeded, he exprefled great
apprehenfion of being thot in approaching the camp; and earncftly
entreated me to flecp at a choreltry, which lay in our way, till
morning. His terror muft have been great indeed, to induce him
to make fuch a propofal, as he knew very well that we had pledged
ourfelves to be back before dawn next day. I rallied him u'pon.
his fears, and endeavoured to perfuade him there was not the
fmalleft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the outpof't%, when
they fhould challenge us, in fuch a manner as to prevent their
firing. As we advanced to the camp, however, his trepidation
increafed'; and when we approached the fentries, I was obliged
to drag him along by force. Then his fears had very nearly
produced the danger he dreaded, (the almoft invariable effect of

cowardice) ; for the fentry next to us, hearing the ruftling noife,
let.
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let off his piece, and was retreating when T had the good fortune to
make him hear me. My companion, alarmed at the noife of the
mufquet, fcll down in a paroxyfm of terror, from which it was
fome timc before he was completely recovered. The fentry who
had fired, coming up, conducted us to a place where other fentries
were pofted, one of whom accompanied us to a guard, from
whence we were brought to the grand guard, and by them con-
duted to the General. '

LETTER LVIL

I was no lefs pleafed than furprifed to find, that the
Commander of this gallant and fuccefsful little army was Gene-
ral MATHEWSs---an old friend of my father’s, and a perfon with
whom I had ferved in the Cavalry foon after I entered the fer-
vice. When I arrived, he was faft afleep upon the bare ground
in a choreltry. His Dubath, whofe name was SNaxkg, recol-
leéted me immediately, and was almoft as much frigﬁtencd at my
appearance at firft, as my interpreter companion was at the
thot of the fentry ; for it was full five months fince my hair and
beard had been both fhaved at the fame time, during which pe-
riod a comb had never touched my head: I had no hat---no

ftockings-=-
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ftockings---was clad in a pair of very ragged brecches, a fhirt
which was fo full of holes that it refembled rather a nct than
a web of cloth, and a. waiftcoat which had been made for a
man twice my fize---while my feet were defended from the
ftones only by a pair of Indian flippers. S~NAKE, as foon as he
was able to conquer his terror, and ftop the loquacious effufions
of aftonifhiment, brought me to the General, whom I found faft
aflecp. We awoke him with great difficulty, and, on his difco-
vering me, exprefled great pleafure and furprife at {o unex-
pected a meeting ; for, though he had heard of my imprifonment
at Bidanore, he did not expeét to have had the pleafure of my
company fo foon.

Having ftated to the General the nature and objeét of my
miffion, and related to him what had happened in the fort, he
inftantly faw the great advantages that muft accrue from fuch an
arrangement---entered into a full but fhort difcuflion of the
bufinefs---fettled with me the plan to be purfued in either cafe of
HyaTt Sanip’s acceding to or diffenting from the terms he pro-
pofed tooffer ; and in lefs than an hour after my arrival, 1 was
difpatched back to the fort in the General's palanquin, with a
cowl from him, fignifying that the Jemadar Hyart Sanis’s
power and influence thould not be leflened, if he thould quietly
furrender up the fort.. Before my departure, the General ex-
prefled, in the warmeft terms, his approbation of my conduéty
and added, that confidering the importance of the fort, the ex-
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tenfive influence of HyaT Sanis, and the advantages that might
be derived from his experience and abilities, coupled with the en-
fecbled ftate of his army, the benefits of fuch a negociation
{carcely admitted of calculation.

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances with which
my prefent purfuit was attended, I could not help, asI returned to
Hydernagur, finding fome uneafy fenfations, arifing from the im-
mediate nature of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the
faithlefs difpofition of Afiatics, and the little difficulty they find in
violating any moral principle, if it happens to clath with their
intereft, or if a breach of it promifes any advantage. I confidered
that it was by no means impoffible, that fome refolution adverfe to
my projeét might have been adopted in my abfence, and that the
Jemadar’s policy might lead him to make my deftrution a fort of
propitiation for his former offences, and to fend me and the cowl
together to Trproo, to be facrificed to his refentment. Thefe
thoughts, I own, made a very deep impreffion on my mind---
but were again effaced by the refleftion, that a laudable mecafure,
once begun, ought to be perfevered in, and that the accomplithing
a plan of fuch importance and incalculable public utility, might
operate ftill further by example, and produce confequences of
which it was impoffible at the prefent to form a conception.
Thofe, and a variety of fuch fuggeftions, entirely overcame the
fcruples and fears of the danger; and I once more entered the
fort of Hydernagur. At this time the Britith troops were, by de-
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taching a part with Colonel Macrrob, to get round the fort,
and attack it in rear, and, by death and ficknefs, reduced to lefs
than four hundred Europeans and feven hundred Scpoys, without
ordnance,

When I delivered the cowl to the Jemadar, he read it, and
feemed pleafed, but talked of four or five days to confider of an
anfwer, and feemed to be waveting in his mind, and labouring
under the alternate impulfes-of oppofite motives ind contradictory
paffions. 1 faw that it was a crifis of more importance than any
other of my life-—a crifis in which delay, irrefolution, or yielding te
the protractive expedients of Hyar, might be fatdd. To prevent,
therefore, the effells of cither treachery or repesitance, 1 took
advantage of the general confufion #nd trepidation which prevailed
in the fort---colleted the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the mumber of
four hondred, were prifoners at large—-pofted them at the gates,
powder-magazines, and other critical fitmations ; end, having
taken thefe and other precautions, went out to the Gendtal, who,
according %o the plan concerted between us, had puthed ont with
the advanced guard; and, condulting him mnto the fort wrth
hardly an attendant, brought hirnt firaight to the Jertiadar’s pre-
fence while he yet remaired in a flate of indecifion and terror.
General MaTHE WS, in his firft interview with the Jemadar, did
cvery thing to re-affure him, and confitmed with the moft {olemn
affeverations the terms of the cowl; mr confequemce of which]
the ‘latter acceded to the propofitions contained in it, and thé

P Britith
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Britith,Colours for the firft time waved upon the walls of the chief
fort of 'the Country . of Bidanore. .
1. Haying thus’ contributed to put this important garrifon, with
all its treafures, which certainly were immenfe, into the hands of
the Company, without the lofs of a fingle man, or even the ftrik-
ing of a fingle blow, my. exultation was inconceivable ; and, much
ghpugh I wanted money, 1;can with truth aver, that avarice had
not evenfor an-inftant the leaft fthare in'my fenfations. Tis true,
the confeioufiefs of my fervices affured me of areward; but how
;i;aprcward was to. accrue to me, never once was the fubjet of my.
contemplation---much lefs did 1 think of availing myfelf of the
inftant occafien to obtain it. How far my delicacy on the occa-
fion may be cenfured or approved, I cannot tell; butif I got
nothing by. it, I have at leaft the confolation to refle&t that I
efcaped calumny, which was with a moft unjuftifiable and unfpar-
ing hand -lavithed on others. The General, it is- true, promifed
It.hat,,'[ fhould remain with him till be made fome arrangements ;
and HyaT SaHIs offered, on his part, to make me; through the
General, a handfome prefent. The General; however, fuddenly
became diffatisfied with me; and I neither got HyaT Sanis’s
prefent, nor ever received. even a rupee of the vaft {poil found.
there. ' .
 Here 1 think it a duty.incumbent on me to fay Jomething of
General MaTsEwWS, and, while 1 deplore the unfortunate turn i
his temper, which injured me, and tarnifhed in fome meafure his-
good
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good qualities, to refcue him from that unmerited obloquy which
the ignorant, the interefted and the envious have thrown upon his
fame. Light lie the athes of the dead, and hallowed be the turf
that pillows the head of a-Soldier ! General MaTHEWS was in-
deed a Soldier---was calumniated too; and although he did not
ufe me as I had reafon to hopehe would, I will, as far as I can,
refcue his fame from grofs mifreprefentation.

An extravagant Jove of fame was the ruling paffion of General
MaATHEWs : it was the great end of all his purfuits; and while,
in his military profeffion, he walked with a firm pace towards it,
he loft his time, diftorted his progrefs, and palfied his own efforts,
by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition of thofe whom he
found taking the fame road, whether they walked befide him, or
panted in fecble effort behind. This was his fault ; it was doubtlets
a great alloy to his good qualities: but it has been punithed with
rigour difpraportionate to the offence. Thofe who perfomally felt
his jealoufy, took advantage of his melancholy end to traduce him,
and magnify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of crime.
It is unmanly in any one---indeed it is---to traduce the Soldicr
who has fallen in the fervice of his Country; but it is herefy in
Soldier to do fo. No fooner did the buzz of calumny get abroad,
than thoufands of hornets, who had neither intereft nor concern 1u
the affair, j:;ixxccl init. The malignant, who wifthed to fting merely
to get rid of fo much of their venom---and the vain, who withed-to
acquire a reputation for knowledge of Afiatic affairs at the ex-
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pence of truth-<-united together, and raifed:a hum which reached
Eurepe, where the hornets (I mean Authors), under the lefs un-
juftifiable impulfe of ncceflity, ook it up, and buzzed threugh
the medium of guartos and ocfavos {o loud,.that public opimien was
poifoned; and the gallant Seldier who, for the advantage of
Englind, ftood. the hardeft tugs of war, and at laft drank the
poifoned: cup from the tyrapt bands of her enemy, was generally
underftood tq be a peculator, and to have clandeftinely and difho-
neftly obtained three hundred thoufand pounds.

On this affertion I put: my direét negative. It may be faid,
bowever, thatthis is oxﬂy‘aﬁ'ertion againt affertien---True ! Sorry
thould I be to reft it there: my aflertions are grounded on fuch
proofs as are not to be thaken---proofs on. record in the Office of
the Prefidency of Bombay.

As foon as Hydernagur was taken poffeffion of, HyaT San1s
immediately iflued orders to the forts of Mangalore, Deokull,
Ananpore, and fome others in-that Country, to furrenderto the
Britith arms. Some obeyed the mandate; but thofe three re-
fifted, and were reduced by General MaTuews. -Rendered in-
cautious by fuccefs, our army became lefs vigilant, and Tirroo
retook Hydernagur; and, in direét breach. of the capitulation,
made the garrifon prifoners, treated them with a degree of inhu-
manity which chills the blood even to think of, and forced General
MATHBEWS to take poifon in prifon !

Mean-
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Mean-time HyaT San1s, with whom the General had got
into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and laid'a charge againft him,
which he, being in the hands of Tirroo, could not contro-
vert, or even know. And what was the charge? The whole
extent of it was his (MaTHEws’s) having got two lacks of
rupees, and a pearl necklace, as a prefent---a fum, confidering
the country and the eircumftances, not at all extraordinary,
but which is completely vindicated by the General’s Letter to the
Court of Direftors, dated at Mangalore, the 1 sth of March,
1783 ;. in which he flates the prefent, and requefts permiffion
to accept it. This, as I faid before, is on record, and was tranf-
lated by Mr.. SYBALD, who was then. Perfian interpreter at
Bombay. The Letter.I allude to, you will {fee in the APPENDIX.
In fhort, General MaTHEWSs had his faults, but an unjuft. ava-
rice was not amongft them.

LETTER
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LETTER LIX.

Hav: NG, in my laft Letter, faid as much as I thought
juftice demanded in defence of General MATHEWS, againft the
charge of peculation, I am now to fpeak of him as his conduét
touched me. He was, as] have already mentioned, an old friend
of my father’s, and an intimate of my own : I had reafon, there-
fore, to expeét from him, according to the ufual difpofitions and
manners of men, if not partiality, at leaft friendthip; and in
tuch a cafe as I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim
to notice, it was not unreafonable to fuppofe that he would have
been forward to promote my intereft, by ftating my fervices in
fuch a manner as to call attention to them. He had, however,
fome difagreeable difcuffions with his Officers ; and feeing I was on
a footing of intimacy with Colonel HuMBERTsON, and ftill more
with Major CameseLL (he who fo ably and gallantly defended
Mangalore againft T12p00’s whole army and fix hundred French),
and finding me extremely zealous and importunate to have his
arrangement with HyaT Sanrs adhered to, he became difpleafed,
and, though he himfelf had determined that 1 fhould remain
with him, changed his mind, and ordered me away at an hour’s

notice---
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notice---nmany days {fooner than he had originally intended to fend
off any difpatches. He moreover occafioned my lofing a fum of
money, and on the whole paid lefs attention to my intereft than
the circumftances of the cafe demanded.

In the evening of the day on which he determined on my de-
partare, I fet off with his difpatches to the Governments of Ma-
dras and Bengal, and reached the moft diftant of our pofts that
night. From thence I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a fea-port
town upon the Malabar coaft, taken by us from the enemy.
During this journey, which.was through the Country of Tirroo
Saui, I had only fix Sepoys to conduét me: yet, fuch was the
univerfal panic that had feized all clafles and diftinétions of people
at the progrefs of the Britith arms in that quarter, I met only a
few fcattered Sepoys, who were fo badly wounded I prefume they
were unable to travel---the villages throughout being completely
abandoned by all their inhabitants. .

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell us, and I
experienced, is dangerous, from bad to good, as well as the reverfe,
confpiring with the mortification 1 felt at {ceing things going
en-fo very contrary to what I wifhed, and what I had reafon to
expect, had a moft fudden and alarming effe€t upon -my conftitu-
tion ; and 1 was feized on the road with the moft excruciating,
internal pains, which were fucceeded by a violent vomiting of
blood. - At length, with great difficulty, I reached Cundapore, .
where the Commanding Officer, and all about him, did. every.

thing
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thing in ¢heir power to afford me affiftance and comfort under my
miferies, which increafed every hour rapidly. I fedt as if my infide
was utterly decayed, and all its functions loft in debility : at the
fame time my head feemed deranged-»-I could fcarcely comprehend
the meaning of what was faid: lifting up my head was attended
with agonizing pain ; and if I had any power of thought, it was
to confider myfelf as approaching faft to diffolution. I had the
{enfe, howewer,"to fend to General MATHEWS, to acquaint him
with my indifpofition, and utter inability to proceed with his dif-
patches. To this I received the fallowing Letter:

' % Bidanore, Feb. 3, 1783,
“ Dear CAMPBELL,

“ I am forry to hear that you have been unwell. Should
< your indifpofition increafe, or continue, fo as ta render you
¢ unable to purfue your journey with the neceffary expedition, I
 beg that you will forward the Letters to Anjengo by a boat,
¢ with directions to Mr. HuTcHINsoN to fend them per tappy *
% to Palamcotah, and {o on to Madras. ‘

¢ I fhall hope to hear of your recovery, and that you'll have
“ gone to fea. ' :

« Your's very truly,

“ Ricuarp MATHEWS.”

The

* Poft, or exprefs.
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The receipt of this Letter induced me, bad as I was, to make
.one other excrtion; and I refolved, though I fhould die on the
way, not to leave any thing which, even by malicious conftruc-
tion, could be made a fet-off againft my claims : I therefore hired
an open boat to carry me along the coaft to- Anjengo, and fet
out with every profpe& of having the virulence of my diforder
increafed, by being expofed in an uncovered veflel to the damp
of the night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day, and
of being arrefted by the hand of death in my way. By the time
I had got down the coaft as far as Mangalore, my complaints in-
creafed to an alarming height; and I became fpeechlefs, and un-
able to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Company's
veflel then lying at anchor off that place, the Captain of which
had the goodnefs to invite me to remain on board with him,
ftrenuoufly advifing that I thould give wup the thoughts of pro-
ceeding immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which1 could
not poffibly furvive, and to forward my difpatches by another
hand. The Surgeon of the thip joining the Captain in opinion
that I could not furvive if Iattempted it, and my own judgment
coinciding with théir’s, I at length confented, and remained there.

Tranquillity, kind treatment, and good medical afliftance,
produced, in the fpace of two or three weeks, {o material a change
in my health, I was in a condition, to avail myftlf, at the expira-
tion of that time, of a fhip bound to Anjengo, and which offering
the additional inducement of touching at Tellicherry, determined

me to take my pallage in her.  When 1 arrived at Tellicherry,
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and during my ftay there, the great attention thewed me by Mr.
FREEMAN, the Chief of that place, and the comforts of his houfe,
reftored me toa great fhare of health and {pirits--- And here a very
fingular circumftance occurred.

One day a veflel arrived ; and perceivir;g a boat coming on
thore from her, Mr. FREEMAN and I walked down to the beach;,
to make the ufual inquiries---fuch as, where the came from ?
what news fhe brought? &c. &c. As foon as the boat touched
the thore, a Gentleman leaped out of it, whofe perfon feemed fa-
miliar to me: upon His nearer approach, I difcovered that it was
"Mr. BroDEY, a Gentleman who had been kind enough to take
upon him the office of my Attorney, upon my leaving India fcme
years before---not my Attorney in the ordinary acceptation of that
word, but a Iiberal and difinterefted’ friend, who obligingly under-
took the management of my affairs in my abfence, without the
finalleft hope of advantage, or rather-under circumftances- which
ferved as preludes to furthér obligations, 1 was cértainly pleafed
and furprifed to.fe‘c'him ;. but his aftonifhment to fee me amounted
almoft to a-diftruft of his eye-fight : he had received fuch indubita-
ble proofs of my death, that my fudden appearanee on his landing; .
at the firft ruth of thought; imprefled him with the notion -of a.
deceptio 'vzfu:. My identity, however, was too pofitive for re-
fiftance ; and his wonder melted down into cordial fansfa&mn,,
and congratulatxons. on my fafety. He then took out a pocket
account-book, in which, for- fecurity againft accidents, he kept

accounts-
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accounts-current, written in a brief manncr---and thewed ﬁ{c\ N
mine, fettled almoft to the very day, upon which was tranfcribed
a copy of a letter he had received, and which he thought was a
teftimony of my death. So, cutting out the account, and pre-’
fenting it to me, he exprefled, in the moft cordial and handfome
manner, his joy that it was ‘into my ewn hands he had at laft had
an opporpunity to deliver it. This Gentleman is now in this
Kingdom, and too well known for me to defcribe him.  Suffice it
to fay, that in England, as wellas in India, he has always enjoyed
the efteem and refpect of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex-
tent as any other perfon I know.

I again embarked to proceed on my voyage, and had hardly got
on board when a thip dropped anchor along fide of us, in which
Captain CamrBELL of Comby, a very near connection of mine,
was paffenger. On hailing one another, he heard that I was on
board, and irﬁmcdiate]y was with me. Thofe who fincerely love
cach other, and whofe hearts confefs the fond ties of confanguinity,
can alone conceive what our mutual plcafure was at meeting fo
unexpeétedly in {o remote a corner of the world. He was then on
his way to join the army. This amiable young man now repofes
in the Bed of Honour at Mangalore! He fell, after having diftin-
guithed himfelf in the very gallant defence made by that place
againft the whole force of Tirroo. With regret we parted;
and in due time I arrived at Anjengo without any accident befall-

ing me, which was rather extraordinary.
' Qe Leaving
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Leaving Anjengo, 1 fet out for Madras, defigning to go. all the
way by land---a journey of near eight hindred miles. ' I accord-
ingly ftruck through the Kingdom of Travancore, whofe Sove-
reign is in alliance with the Englith ; and had not long entered
the territories of the Nabob of Arcot, before Major MacNEAL,
anold friend of mine, and Commandant of a fort in that diftrick,
met mie, preceded by a troop of dancing girls, who encircled my
palanquin, dancing around me wntil{ entered the Major’s houfe.

" 1t would be difficult ‘to give you an adequate notion of thofe
dancing girls. Trained up from ‘their infancy to the- practice of
the moft graceful motions, the moft artful difplay of perfonal
fymmetry, and the moft. wanton Silurements, they dance. infuch
a ftyle, dnd twine their limbs and bodies into fuch poftures, as
bewitch the fenfes, and extort applawfe nitd admiration where in
firiétnefs difapprobation is due : nor is their agility inferior to the
grace of their movements---though they do not emertit in the
fame fkipping ‘way that our flage dancers de, ‘but make it fub-
fervient to the elegance, and, T-may fay, grandeur, of their air.
They are generally found ‘in treops. of fix or eight, attended by
muficians, whofc afpeét and drefs are as-uncouth and {fqualid, as
the founds they produce under the natie of mufic are inelegant,
barth and diffonant. To this mufic, frem which meafare as.much.
‘#s harmony is-excluded, they dance, moft wonderfully adapting
their ftep to the perpetual -change of the time, 'accornpanying it
with amorous fongs, while the corréfpondent attionof their body

and.
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and limbs, the wanton palpitation and heaving of their exquifitely
formed bofoms, and the amorous, or rather lafcivious expreffion
of their countenance, excite in the fpeftators emotions not very
favourable to chaftity. Thus they continue to adt, till; by the
warmth of exercifc and iunrgination, they become {feemingly frantic
with ecftacy, and, finking down motionlefs with fatigue, throw
themfelves into the moft alluring attitudes that ingenious vice and
voluptuoufne(s can pofiibly devife.

That fuch incitements. to vice thould make a part of the
fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamented : yet, at all ceremonies.
and great occafions, whether of religious worfhip or domeftic en-
joyment, they make a part of the entertainment ; and the altar of
their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, are alike polluted
by the introduction of the daneing girls. The impurity of this
euftom, however, vanithes in India, when compared with the
hideous praétice of introducing.dancing Soys.

The Major, after having entertained me in the moft hefpitable
manner; accompanied me to Palamcotah, to the houfe of Doétor
Do, who lived in a generous and hofpitable ftyle. I had once
had an opportunity ef evincing my good difpofition to this Gentle~
man, when: he was moft critically fituated ;. and the reception he
gave me demonfirated, that he then retained a lively fenfe of my
conduét to him. :

Leaving Palamcotah, I continued my route through Madura.
This Country is.rendered remarkable by:the revolt of the famous
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T51v Cawwy tvho maide a bokl and well-condufled attempt' to
erect himfelf into the Sovereignty of that Province, independent
of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whofe fervice he was: and as
the affair occurs to my thoughts, T will, for your information,
notwithftandimg its being unconnected with my ftory, digrefs into
an account of it. As foon as the revolt .of Isir CawN was
known, General Mow~son, an Officer of great military tkill and
perfonal merit, went againft him at the head of the King's and
‘Company’s troops, and invefted the fort of Madura, in which that
rebellious Chief was pofted. The General made a praéticable
breach, and, in ftorming, was beat back with great {laughter by
Isrr ; and the fetting in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded
the further operations of our army againft the place; and in the
interim, peace having been concluded between the Courts of St.
James’s and Verfailles, the King’s troops were withdrawn.

On ecal of the King’s troops, an army of Company’s
troops was formed, to proceed againft Madura, in order to reduce
this gallant turbulent rebel to fubjeétion ; and the renowned Ge-
neral LAWRENCE being rendered incapable of actual fervice, and
obliged to remain at the Prefidency by extreme age and infirmity,
the chief command devolved upon my father by feniority: he headed
the expedition ; . and, after overcoming innumerable difficulties
thrown in his way by the inventive genius and enterprifing fpirit
of Isir CawN, again made a breach, which was deemed praéti-
«able by the chief engineer, now Sir Jony CALL. * An affault

was
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was made with no better fuccefs than the formcr!; for our army
was again rc:pulﬁfd with incredible flaughter : more than twe
thirds, I believe, of our European Officers, were among the killed
or wounded ; and the death of Major PrEsToN, feconf iR com-
mand, a man endecared to the army by the poffeffion of every ad-
vantage of perfon, heart and talents---an active, intrepid and able
Officer---aggravated the calamities of the day.-

If, impelled by my feelings, or tempted By remembrance of
the paft, I fometimes digrefs from the dircét path of my narrative,
my Freperick will accompany me, not only with patience, but
I dare fay with pleafure: I cannot refrain, therefore, from men-
ticaing a memorable occurrence during that fiege, not only as it
is fomew hat extraordinary in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near
and dear conneétion.  Colonel DonaLp CAMPBELL, who then
commanded the Cavalry, received no lefs than fourteen fword-
wounds and a mufquet-ball in his body---yet continued doing his
duty with fuch cool intrepidity, that brave foldiers who were
witnefles to it, expreffed the utmoft aftonithment : upon being re-
quefted to quit the field, he replied, that as his family werce pro-
vided for, he had nothing to fear; andas it was very unlikely
his life could be faved, he would not deprive his Country of any
advantage that might be derived from his exertions for the thert
refiduc of it, but continue to the laft moment at his duty. With
all this firmnefs and magnanimity, he was gentle, good-hu-
moured, modeft and unaffuming“; and was.admired for his great

perfonal,
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perfonal Iaetuty, as well as military talents, pasticularly by the
Duke of CUMBFRLAND, under whom he ferved in the war in
Germany as 2 fubaltern Officer, in fo much that His Royal High-
nefs had hxs pifture drawn. It was to him the Company were
firft indebted for the introduttion of perfet military difcipline into
their army in India. In the various relations in which he ftood,
whether domeftic or public, as the fubject, the citizen, the father,
or the friend, he was {o uniformly excellent, that the fhafts of
malevolence, which the beft and wifeft of men have but too often
felt, feldom reached him ; and he may juftly Le reckoned amongft
that very fmall number of created beings, of whom fzarcely any one
had the audacity to fpeak ill. Upon my firft arrival in India, I was
put under his command, and lived in his family---when, inftead
of deporting himfelf towards me with that referve and aufterity
which rank and reputation like his, coupled with the circumftance
of his being my uncle, might in fome fort have juftified, he took
me into his confidence, treated me with the greateft affection,
and a&ed rather as the brother and the equal, than as the parent
and fuperior ; and thus his gentle admonitions had more effect in
reftraining the fallies of youth, and impetuofity of my temper,
than the four, unpalatable documents of a fupercilious preceptor
could poffibly have had.

The wonderful effets of this happy temper in {waying the
ftubborn difpofition of headftrong youth, was exemplified in ano-
ther inftance---of which, fince I am on the fubjet, I will inform

you.
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you. Mr. Durres, then Governor of Madras, wrete to him
about @ young Gentleman, in the following words :

“ My pear CorLoNEL,

“ In the lift of Officers appeinted to your garrifon, you will
“ {ee the name of . This young man (nephew to
“ Mrs. Dupres), with abilities that might render him confpicuous,
“ I am forry tofay, ftands in need ofa ftrié hand. All the fa-
“ vour I have to requeft of you is to fhew him no favour: keep

¢ him rigidly to his duty ; and, if he requires it, rule him with a
“ rod of iron. Should his future conduét meet your appro-
“ bation, it is unneceffary for me to afk it, as you are always
“ ready to thew kindnefs to thofe who merit it.”

The 'peculiar ftyle of this letter made fuch an impreflion on
my memory, that I am able to give the exat words. Colonel
CAMPBELL, however, took his own unalterable method, mild-
nefs---treated the young Gentlernan in fuch a manner as to raite
in him a confcioufnefs of his dignity as a man, the firft and befl
guard againft mifcondudt---and appomted him -to the grenadier
troop. The refult was anfwerable to his expeltations; for the
young man's conduét, both as an Officer and a Gentleman, was
fuch in the fequel as to refleét credit on himfelf and his family ; aud
his very honourable and hopeful career was at laft terminated by

a cannon-ball at the fiege of Tanjore.

R K
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Tf :the veneration.in which I fhall cver hold this moft dear and.
refpetted relative admitted.of increafe, it-would certainly receive:
it from the contraft J am every day obliged to draw between him
and the wretched dusterflies who fometimes-flutter round us under,
the name of Men : for, how can I help contrafling his. inflexible
courag:, united te angelic mildnefs,. with the infolence of lilly-
livered; He&ors, who,, conféious . of the moft abje@ cowardice,,
dare to.give ap- infult, and bafely fkulk. from honefk. refentment:
beneath, the arm of the Law !---fellows whe, like: Babadi/ in -the
play, can kill 2 wholg army. with the tongue, but dare not face a.
pigry. in. the field 1:--and, while they want the prudenge to reftrain
the torrent . of effeminate inve&ive, have patience enough to bear
a kicking, .or a:box in.the ear !---who blufter and vapour to hide
the trembling limb and poltroon. afpett,. as children, whiftle in the
dark to brave the.ghotls they dread !~ Beware of all fuch wretches
as you wosld:fhun plagug or peftdence.. . I hopg youde not.imagine
that, I have fo little common. fenfe or philanthropy as to cenfure
thofe who, from phyfical caufes .or.conflitutional delicaey, are
averfe to conteft : No, no---1 do affure.you; onthe contrary, that |
my.obfervation leads me to think fuch men, though flow. to quar-
rel, apd inoffénfivein, condudl,. are.very gallant when honour or
duty. demand from them a conqueft over their weaknefs., I have,
in my time, feen fuch men at firft the fport, and at Jaft the  terror .
of your bluftering bullies; and I have always thought, that in..
fuch a triumph over their feelings, they had more true merit .

than
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fhan men conflitutionally courageous: the latter has his velour
incommon with ‘the mere’ amnul the -other poffefles the valour
of fentiment. 1 mean that moft i ignominious of all beings, wha,
predigal in offence, yot relu@ant in reparation---wha, hoping to
find fome perfon paffive as themfelves over ‘whom to triumph,
hazard the giving of an‘iafult, with the malignant view to gaf-
.conade over him if he {ubmits---and, i he refents, to wreak the
whole vmgeanac- of Law zpon dim. Infaciety with fich men,
there is no fafety ; forthey deave :you only.the cafaal akternative to
«choofe between:Thame end miin. Him who fubmits, they call
poltroon; and him who refonts, they flesce in'form of Law.
‘There are others wha, e bring their fellow-creatases :down te
gheir own lovel, brave the execratious of - Mankind, ‘and the
vengeance of Heaven: fuch harpies-do exift, who, -though bold
senough todnfult, are tame enough o receive chaftifoarent without
refiftance; and, though, tame enough ts fubmit to chaftifement,
are o furioufly windi€tive ias toproclaim their.fhame, their cow~
ardice, perhaps in.the face of an open Court, in erder to glut
their revenge by the pillage of their adverfary’s purfe. et fuch
men enjoy the fruits of their machinatians, ‘i they can---To their
own feelings 1 confign them ; for  can wifh a villain imo greater
«curfe than the company -of his own.confcience, nor a paltroon a
anore poignant fting than that which the contempt of Mankind

infli@s upon him.

R 2 LETTER
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LETTER IX

. Passine throu gh Madura, T arrived at Trichinopoly,

-where 1 met Mr. SuLL1vaw, the Refident of Tanjore, who very
politely. furnithed me with a letter. to Mr. HrppEsLEY, his De-
puty at Tanjore, from whom I.received many marks of civility.
At that place I had the pleafure of meeting a.Gentleman with
whom I had been at College,. and for whem I had always enter-
tained a great efteem : this was Colonel FuLLarToN. Itisan
old maxim, that we fhould fay nothing but good of the dead---
¢ De mortuis nil. nifi bonum.” It is not a new maxim, I be~
lieve, to avoid praifing the living: I am aware of the-indelicacy
of it; and thercfore purpofely avoid in this,. as I fhall in other in-
ftances, fpeaking the full opinion I entertain. To the general
efteem in which he was held by all ranks of people in India, I refer
you to Colonel FuLLARTON's charafter: it is of fuch a fort, that
1 with to hold it up for your imitation. At a time of ‘life when
others have arrived to fome perfetion in their profeflion, he made
choice of his, and ;htered for the firft time into the arduous mili-
tary department, witha command for which the training of many

years is no more than fufficient to prepare other men. The Mi-
uifter
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nifter of that day gave him this important charge, underwent tlie
clamours of Oppofition for it, and was.juftified in the cvent.
When the Colonel came to a&, fo far from being deficient, his
whole conduét was diftinguithed, not lefs for military talent than
courage---while the moft fortunate command of temper and cap-
tivating addrefs fubdued the fpirit of prejudice, reconciled the moft
difcordant, and gained him, though a King’s Officer, the eftecm,
as much of the Company’s as King's troops:. In fhert, all. ranks
of people, civil as. well as military, whether belonging to King or
Company, unitedin: approbation of his conduét---a thing net
known before, nor fince, but in. the perfon of Lord CoRNWALLIs.
Too:much cannot be faid of .the advantages refulting from a
proper command ‘of temper. To.promote that in my FREDE-
ricw, will be attended with little difficulty : on the-contrary, my
only doubt is,. that the placability and mildnefs.of. his difpofition
will too often fubjeét him to impofition.  JouN is, however, .of
a different temper ; there is fomething in it which requires: both
admonition. and good example to. reprefs within proper bounds: to
thew him the beauty as well as ufe of a mild, cool temper; fuch
inftances as Colonel FLuLARTON maybe of weight, and I wifh
him to refleét upon it.  And here I' am reminded of a perfon and
a circumftance fo .exadtly in point, that I cannot refrain from
noticing them : they convey no inadequate idea of -the happinefs
refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and dominion over the

mind; andas the perfon I .allude to is dead, 1 may fpeak- of him.-
with
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‘with -the greater freédom :in «thati full :frain of praife which his
“Thining ¥irtues déferve.

Qf all the fen-1 bave ever thad the geod. fortune to .know,
-Sir ArcrisALD Campresrl poflsfled, in the higheft degree,
-that heavenlyturn of mind, which not only is at peace with itfelf,
‘but diffifes harmony and cheerfulnefs around it. No bufinéfs,
howsver urgent imoccafion, reftrited in point of time, or embar-
ralled with difficulty---no accident, however unexpe@ed, orevent,
‘howsewer finifter---nane of thofe innumerable minutie which fret
-and chafe the tempers of other men, ever fufpended the cool tenor
of his thought even for a moment : nothing thook the ferenity of
his temper---nothing deranged-the prefence of hismind: uniform
and placid, ke in all fituations had the full dominion of himfelf,
and in the field it gave hima decided fuperiority : mor was this
felicity of mnature canfined to his public conduct; it attended him
at the domeftic enjoyments of the fire-fide-~-at the focial board---
.in ‘the private receffes of his clofet; aad the very fame habit of
foul which, -in his,great public duties, rendered him valuable to his
Comitry, and formidatde to her emcmies, gamed him the admira-
tion and efteem of his friends, the unbounded affection of his fa-

mily, and the blefling of all his dependants.
An incident that occurred in:my prefence may ferve in fome
meafure to decipher the mind of this adenirable man---1 fhall
-never forget it.  Previoufly. to-his going o India, he had exerted
his intereft to obtain from ¢the Ealt India Company fome reward
for
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for my fervices; and, a. few days before his departure, promifed -
to {peak again to .Mr. DEvayNEs, Chairman of the Eaft India
Company. I waited on him on the day he was fetting off; he
was juft about to depart; and furrounded. by a. numerous
circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the confufion, one would
fuppofc, infeparable from fuch a crifis, he recolle@ed his promife--~
told me Mr. DevayNEs had that minute taken leave of him, and
he had forgot to mention me, but faid that he would write to him on
the fubject; and, though he was at the inftant on the point of moving
to the carriage that was to carry him off, fat down, and with that
amiable fweetnefs of manners and happily colleéted mind fo pecu-
liarly his own,. wrote a letter forme.to. Mf: DEvAYNEs---holding
converfation, . the. while, in- the. moft. lively, . engaging. manner,
with the perfons.around him. The.concifenefs and perfpicuity
of language.in which this letter-was couched, will ferve.to-eluci-
date what I have faid---l therefore tranfcribe it for you-: .

-8t Yames's Horel, Sept. 30, 1785,
“ DiAR Sizy.

« I forgot to mention to yeu this forenoon, and again to repeat

* my earneft wifhes, youwould take the cafe of Mr. CAMPBELL
« fpeedily into your confideration. . His fufferings were of fuch a
« nature, and his fervices {fo meritorious, that 1 am perfuaded,
« upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will give him: your firmeft
« fupport. 1 have looked into all his papers; and the teftimonies

s Of
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s of cflential fervices ‘rendered to the Company by him, do him,
“ in my opinion, the’ hlghcﬁ honour. Unlefs fuch merits are re-
“Eompcvicd few wxll ritk every thing, as Mr. CamppELL did,
“ to promote the fuccefs of the Company’s arms in India: but I
¢ truft you will fee it in its proper light ; and in that hope 1 fhall
¢ only add, that whatever a@s of kindnefs you thew to him, will
“ be conﬁdcrcd as an obligation conferred on,
. “ Drar Sz,

“¢ Your farthful and moft obedient humble fervant,

“ ArcHipALD CAMPBELL.”

« To William Devaynes, Efq.”

Be affured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to Joun as welt
as FREDERICK), that one aét of triumph over the temper is worth
a million of triumphs over our fellow-creatures, and that the per-
fe€t dominion of our mind is more advantageous and laudable than
the dominion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches merely
to our corporeal part, and 1s buried with our duft in the grave : the

other follows our immortal part, and paffes with it into eternity.

On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel FuLLARTON honoured me
with the care of aletter to Lord MacarTNEY, then Governor
of Madras---an extra&t of which I give you, as it applied to my
bufinefs partigularly :

“ Tanjore,
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“ Tanjore, Mareh 20, 1785
“ My Logrp,

“ T had the honour to writc to your Lordfhip on the 8th By
Captain HALLAM, who carried from hence very large packets
to vou. The opportunity of Captain CAMPBELL tempts mc to
trouble your Lordfhip, mcrely to inform you, that all my let-
ters from Bidanore afcribe in a great degree the fuccefs of our
arms in that quarter, and the romantic Revolution effected there.
to the influence he had with HyaT Sanis, and to the propofal-
of furrender which he tuggefted, and tranfatted with the Ge-
neral and Jemadar. T think it neceffary that you, my l.ord,
may know how much the Public is indebted to Cuptain
CampBELL, whofe good fortune in this affair hus only been
equalled by his good conduét.  He is perfeétly acquainted with
the ftate of affairs on the other coaft, and bas feen and heard
much of our tranfactions herc; fo that no perfon can give «

more clear or unbiafled view of events.”

I had alfo the good fuck to meet, at Tanjore, Mr. Bucmana,
»

a very near connetion of mine, for whom 1 had long entertained

a fincere and warm rcgard. It has been my musfortunc to have

been obliged frequently to cenfure fome of my rdlatives for iil-na-

ture and ingratitude : I never did fo w ithout the moft painfal feu

fations. When, on the contrarv, I am enuabled to fpeak to therr

- * .
tonour, I feel a proportionate fhare of pleaiure: Tam therefore

S happs
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happy in mentioning Mr. BucHANAN as a man as amiable in his
private as refpeétable in his public character ; but the fatisfaction
fElt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in a very bad
ftate of health.

Before I left Tanjore, I had-an opportunity of being eye-wit-
uefs to that extraordinary and horrid cercmony, the burning of a
Gentoo womar with the body of her hufband. As thisis a point
which has occafioned much fpeculation and fome doubt among
Europeans, 1inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as
minuted down at the time it happened.

TESCRIPTION OF THE CEREMONY OF THE GENTOO WOMEN
BURNING THEMSELVES WITH TUE BODIES oF THEIR IIUS-

BANDS.

« This day,
herfelf to be burned along with the corpfe of her deceafed hufband.

, I went to fee a Gentoo woman refign

“ The place fixed upon for this tragic fcene, was a fmall iflet
en the bank of one of the branches. of the river Cavery,. about a
mile to the Northward of the fort of Tanjore. ’ ‘

“ When I came to the fpot, I found the vi&im, who appeared
to be not above fixteen, fitting on the ground, drefled in the
Gentoo manner, with a white cloth wrapped round. her, fome
white flowers like jeffamins hanging round her neck, and fome
of them hanging from her hair. There were about twenty

women
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women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white hand-
k.crchicf, extended horizontally over her head, € fhade her from
the fun, which was exceflively hot, it being then about noon.

¢ Atabout twenty yards from where fhe was fitting, and facing
her, there were {everal Bramins bufy in conftrutting a pile with
billets of fire-wood : the pile was about cight feet long, and four
broad. They firft began by driving fome upright ftakes into
the ground, and then built up the middle to about the height of
three feet and a half with billets of wood.

« The dead hufband, who, from his appearance, feemed to be
about fixty years of age, was lying clofe by, ftrctched out ona
bier, made of Bamboo canes. Four Branuns walked in pro-
ceflion three times round the dead body, firft in a direction
contrary to the fun, aud afterwards other three times in a direc-
tion with the fun, all the while muttering incantations ; and at
each round or circuit they made, they untwifted, and immediatel~
again twifted up the fmall long lock of hair which is left unthaven
at the back of their heads.

« Some other Bramins were i the mean tume employed
fprinkling water out of a green leaf, rolled up like a cup, upou
a fmall heap of cakes of dry cow-dung, with which the pile wa-
afterwards to be fet on fire.

« An old Bramin fat at the North-eaft corner of the pile upon
his hams, with a pair of fpeflacles on, reading, 1 fuppote, the
Shafter, or their Scriptures, from a hook cempofed of Cajan leaves.

S 2 “ Having,



( 10 )

“ Liaving been prefent now nearly an hour, I inquired whers
they meant-to fet the pile on fire: they anfwered, in about two hours.
As this fpectacle was moft melancholy, and naturally firuck me witls
horror, and as 1 had only gone there te affure myfelf of the #wt/
of fuck facrifices being made, I weut away towards the fort.
After I was gone about five hundred yards, they fent fome one
to tell me they would burn immediately ; on which I returned,
and found the woman had been moved from where fhe was fitting
to the river, where the Bramins werc bathing her. On taking
her out of the water, they put fome money in her hand, which the
dipped in the river, and divided among the Bramins.: the had
then a ycllow cloth rolled partially reund her. They put fome
red colour, about the fize of a fixpence, on the centrc of her
forehead, and rubbed fomething that appeared to me to be clay.
She was then led to the pile, round which the walked three times
as the fun goes: fhe then mounted it at the North-eaft corner,,
without any affiftance; and. fat herfelf down on. the right fide of
her hufband, who had been previoufly laid upon the pile. She
then unfcrewed the pins which. faftened the jewels or filver rings
on her arms: after the had taken them off, the thut them, and
‘crewed in the pins again, and gave one to each of two women.
who were ftanding: the unfcrewed her ear-rings, and.other toys,,
with great compofure, and divided them among the women who
were with her. There feemed to be fome little iquabble about:
the diftribution of her jewels, which fhe fettled with great pre-

cifion ;
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cifion ; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled a fold of the
vellow clothover her face, turned her breaft towards her hufband’s
fide, and laud her right arm over his breaft; and in this pofture
fhe remained without moving.

“ Juit before fhe lay down, the Bramins put fome rice'in her
lap, and alfo fome into the mouth and on the long grey beard of
her hufband = they theu {prinkled fome water on the head, breaft
and feet of both, and ticd them gently together round the middle
with a flender bit of rope: they then raifed, as it were, a little
wall of wood lengthways on two fides of the pile, fo as to raifc
it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crofs pieces, fo as to
prevent the billets of wood frome prefling on them : they then poured
on the pile, above where the woman lay, a potful of fomething
that appeared to me to be oil ; after this they heaped on morc
wood, to the height of about four feet above where the bodics
were built in; fo that all I now faw was a ftack of fire-wood.

« One of the Bramins, 1 obferved, ftood at the end of the
pile next the woman’s head---was calling to her through the in-
terftices of the wood, and laughed feveral times during the con-
verfation. Laftly, they overipread the pile with wet {traw, and
tied it on with repes.

« A Bramin then took a handtul of firaw, which he fet on
fire at the little heap of burning cakes’ of cow-dung; and, ftand-
ing to windward of the pile, he let the wind drive ‘the flame

from the ftraw till it catched the pile. Fortunately, at this in-
ﬁautﬁ
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ftant, the wind rofc much higher than it had been any part of
the day; and in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile,
and it burnt with great fury. 1 liftened a few feconds, but could
not diftinguifh any fhrieks, which might perhaps be owing to my
being then to windward, In a very few minutes, the pile became
a heap of athes. ,

“ During the wholc time of this procefs, which lafted from
firft to laft above two hours before we loft fight of the woman
by her being built up in the middle of the pile, I kept my eyes
almoft conftantly upon her; and 1 declare to Gop that 1 could
not perceive, either in her countcnance or limbs, the leaft trace
of either horror, fear, or even hefitation : her countenance was
perfeétly.compofed and placid; and fhe was not, I am pofitive,
cither intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral circumftances, 1
thought the Bramins exulted in this hellith facrifice, and did not
feem at all difpleafed that Europeans fhould be witnefles of it.”

From Tanjore 1 proceeded to Negapatnam, which had been
taken from the Dutch by the Company’s troops, and where Mr.
CocHRAN, an old friend of mine, was Chief.

The communication by land between Negapatnam and Madras
being interrupted by the enemy’s troops, I embarked in a veffel,
and proceeded thither by fea---Major JomNsTON, of the En-
gineers, being alfo a paflenger.

LETTER
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LETTER LXL

Hirserro every ftep of iy journey has been marked
by occurrences o unexpetted, and accidents fo extraordinary, that
I thould feel fome repugnance to relate them, left my veracity
thould be called in queftion, were they not attefted by fo many
living perfons of refpectability, and by written documents of au-
thority on. record. Were one to confider them merely as the
offspring of fiction, they would perhaps have intercft enough to
catch the attention; but, viewing them as fafls, they borrow,
from their number and rapid fucceffion, as well as from their fin-
gularity, fo much of the complexion of imaginary adventure.
that the combination cannot, I think, fail to intereft yotr mind
as well as your feclings.

Arrived at Nagapatnam, within a thort run of Madras, it is
natural for you to fuppofe that adventure was at an end, and
that fortune, fatigued by the inceflant exertion of her caprice,
might have left me to proceed the fhort refidue of my way without
further moleftation. It fell out otherwife : fhe had marked me as

her game, and refolved to worry me to the laft menent; for, as
we
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we approached Madras, sve were chaled by a French frigate, and
riken near Fort ot Gieorge.

"This appeared to me the greatefl misfortune I had vet met
with, and likely to e the moll fatal in its confequences. In
order to explain this, T mull recur to certain circumftances,
which, though 1 was infornied of them fince my releafe from
Hydernagur, 1 did not relate to you, becaufe they were no way
connecied with my nurrative till now. .

Monfieur SUFrFRrREIN, the French Admiral, having a number
of Britith prifoners in his poflefiion, whom he found it extremely
inconvenicent to fupport, made a propofal for an exchange---whicl,
from fome failure in the conveyance, or ambiguity in the term.
of the correfpondence, was negledted.

The motives or accidents which gave rife to this negleét have
never been completely developed ; and perhaps the Admiral him-
felf, Sir EpwaArp Hucnes, and lord MAcaARTNEY, were the
only perfons who knew the bottom of that tranfaction. In fuch
cafcs, however, the ignorance of fact is gencrally {upplied by
conjeturc ; and men have prefumed to cenfure unequivocally on
the mere hypothetical fuggeftions of their own imaginations.
Candour, however, in fuch a cafe, where it could not fpeak with
certainty, would fpeak with caution. An Hiftorian, particularly,
thould fteer clear of party rancour, and not fuffer the prejudice or
malignity which mifled himfelf, to go down to and miflead pofte-

nty, Where pofitive proof is wanting, if we are obliged to de-
cide,
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<ide, we muft judge by analogy and inference; and in the cafe
now before us, we have little but the chara@ers of the perfons
concerued to guide us in our decifion.

Of the horrid cataftrophe which fucceeded the negle@t of
exchanging prifoners, it is hardly poffible that any one but Mon-
fieur SurFREIN himfelf could have had a conception. To
fuppofc, that, under fuch an impreflion, our leading men would
have hefitated to prevent it, would be to fuppofe their intelleéts
weak, and their hearts corrupt and inhwmnan. 1 fancy it will be
difficult to faften on Lord MacarTNEY either the onc or the
other; for he was wife and humane: thofe whom the difap-
pointment of unreafonable expectations, or the malevolence of
party, have induced to fufpeét his Lordthip’s heart, have been
forced by his conduét to revere his talents; and the breath of
calumny has never touched the humanity of Sir Evwarp
Hucnrs. Whatever their motives, therefore, may have beeq--~
reafon, conftience, and candour, muft acquit them of the confe-
quences. It thould be recolleéted, too, that Monficur SUFFREIN'S
chara@er was a very probable {ecurity, in the mind of mee of
fenfe and honour, againdt any aét of horrid inhumanity : his conduct
as an Officer had made a new @ra in the Naval Hiftorv of France:
his talents and courage might be compared, without difadvantage,
to thofe of the beft of our Britith Admirals ; and he had exhi-
bited marks of uncommon generofity to thofe whom the chance
of war had thrown into his hands. It would therefore have boen

T fome-
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fomething more than prefcience to have prefuppofed what actually
happened 3 and 1 declare mott folemnly, that the inference I draw
from the whole information 1 have had on the tubject is, that,
calamitous though the event was, it attaches no pofitive guilt on
any of the parties concerned. The faét is plainly this: The
French -Adimiral having no place on the coaft where he could fe-
cure his prifoners, and grieving, as he himfelf fubfequently wrote
to Mr. HasTiNGs,sto fee the unhappy men, who had been fix or
feven months at fea, dying of the fcurvy, delivered over the
prifoners, to the number of above three hundred, to HypEr.
Their fate afterwards was fuch as it would harrow up vour foul
to hear related.

Take the whole of the’ circumftances into ene glance, and
fce what my feelings muft have been on finding myfelf once more
a prifoner. HYDER ALLi, who was, when cempared with the
worft Defpots of the European World, a monfter, muft yet be
confidered, when put in comparifon with his fucceffor T1rroo,
mild and merciful. HypEeR, from policy and hypocrify, thewed
fome lenity to the prifoners who fell into his hands. Inftances
are known where Britifh captives have broke through the crowd
that furrounded him into. his prefence for proteétion---when he
bas hypoeritically feigned anger, threatened the perfons who had.
reated them ill, reprobated {everity, and fent them off fatisfied
for the prefent. Tiproo, on the contrary, was fo perfettly fa-
¥age, that cruelty feemed to be, not only the internal habit of

a his
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his foul, but the guide of all his aftions, the moving principle of
his policy, the rule of his public condu¢t, and the fource of his pri-
vate gratification. Like the tyger which, Burron tells us, kills
the whole flock before he begins to feed, every appetite of his
yiclded to the more urgent calls of barbarity; and while one drop
of blood rewnained unfpilled, one agony uninflitted, one tear un-
{hed, the natural appetites of T1rProo ftood fufpended, and the
luxurics of life courted his enjoyment in vain. Like the hyena
which Tuompson calls the felleft of the fell, the fury of his
nature was neither to be controuled by refiftance, nor affuaged by
blandithments. Aloof from the general order of the workings of
Providence, he ftands a fingle inftance, in which the Omnipotent
has prefented a glowing living pifture, ALL SHADE: not one ray
breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpect of the piece; but, diftinét
from the wholc humas race, of him alone it may be faid, that he

never yet difclofed, even for a moment, one fpark of virtue.
From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the ordinar
chance of war, what could I expect if I fell again into his hands---
1 who had been the inftrument of one of his chief Governor:'
defeGtion---who had, by my negociations, contributed to deprive
him of a Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater
weight with him, robbed him of the gratification of a long har-
boured revenge, by putting his enemy HyaT Sagrs under the
protection of the Company ! Diabolical vengeance never perhaps
met with a fubjeét of fuch fublime enjoymept, a: the torturing of
T2 e



me ‘wiild have been to this’ indutler. i thigm, my
Frddkick, with the foars of Bivpaern's doidg e ashe
~ had already done by the other Eaghith

amy terror and conflerniation muft Have been at flﬂing into the
hands of the French! ’

Having ftruck our colours to the French frigate, the Captain

" ardefed us to fullaw her, and fleered to the Northward, We
obeved Him for fome tine: at length mglt tell; and, a freth and
favourablé L xcze fortunately aiding the attempt, we put about,
sart for Madras, und luckily dropt anchor fafely in the Roads. In
‘&eaﬁapcs] had Hitherto had, thore was slways fome difagrecable
‘gifcumitance to allyy the plesfire arifiig from them---In this in-

| ungualified ; and I looked forward
with i 'réafbhable hops that the worft was all over.

Here | frvhd Lot Macanwrey Governor, ftruggling to fups
port the cre 't f the Company, and dire@ing their affairs through
fich embarraflinents anid difficulties #s made the moft wife and
temperate defpair of fuccéfs. So arduous an undertaking as the
Government of Madras then was, has rarely occurred; and a
mote futcefsful, final acec ~nlthmant is not te be mftanced. In
the inkelfant conflifts to whict be wao expofed, he maintained his
pott with idflexible firmnefs and unabatéd entrgy of minde--and,

in the ‘moft trying circomibances, ‘diftharged his important duty
‘with zeal, integrity and wifdom, The fri@ difcharge of the
“di§heiowed th bis Coantry, raifed clamours-agaiaft. him. among

| a1
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au interefted fow in India; but the uaitedppyhufcsofallézrtie&
on his seturn to England, flamped currency o his fame, and has
broken the fhafts of detraction.

LETTER LXIL

Arren (6 many haxards sad, hardthips as I jgd under-
gone, it was a moft pleafing reflelion to find mylelf ina fociety
compofed of my eldeft profeffional connelions, and wasmeft and
fincereft friends; but this was a happinels I could mf: lobg enjoy ;
foi, being charged with a miffiow from Hyar Sauis to the Go-
vernor-Cienetas and Supreme Cowagil, I was conftrained to prow
ceed to Bengal, and accordingly fet fail for Calcutta, which 1
reached in little more than a week, without encountering any ac-
cident, or meeting a fingle occurrence, worth the relation, Upon
my arriyal there, Sir Joun MacpHERsON, who wasin the Su-
preme Couricil, gave me a kind invitation te live at his houfe, and
prefented me to Mr, HasTines, with whom ] enteved imto a ne«
gociation on behalf of Hyar Samia, which will appm by the
tollowing letters: .

PRPTRR
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LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, L3Q,

“ Calcutta, May 3, 1783.
“ HONOURABLE SIR,

¢« Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fince the firft day
after my arrival here, to have the honour of paying you my
refpe€ts, and of laying before you, for the information of the
Board, the objels of my miffion to your fuperintending Govern-
ment.

“ As thefe obje&s are of public importance, and as ill health
may prevent me, for fome time longer, from having the honour
of waiting upon you, I take the liberty tobeg your attention to
this addrefs.

“ The great Revolution in favour of the India Company upon
the Weft fide of India, and to which I'had the happinefs of being
in fome littie degree inftrumental, has been certainly brought about
by the zeal and fpirit of General MATHEWSs; but that Officer
afcribes to the orders and fupplies of your Government the
principal merit of the undertaking : he looks to the fame Go-
vernment for fupport in the arrangement which he has made,
and may make, for the fecurity of the conquered Province.

¢ The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety for my {peedy
communication of his fucceffes, gave notime for a formal commu-
nication to the Governor-General and Council, of the particulars

113 Of
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of his fuceefles, and of the arrangements which he withed to
be adopted.. He wrote a fhort account of the firft to the Prefi-
dency of Fort St. George; and gave me a public letter to the
Commander in Chief of the Military Eftablithment of that

Prefidency to which 1 particulaurly belong, inatteftation of the

* fervices T rendered in the negociation betweea him and the Go-

vernor of Bidanore, for the furrenderof that Capital and Pro-
vince. A copy of that letter I have the pleafure to lay before you.

« As] was charged with a particular commiffion from Hyar
Sawuis, the Manager of the Bulanore Province, to the Gover-
nor-General and Council, as appears by his letter, which I had
tae honour of prefenting to you, General MATHEWS gave me,

in verbal inftruétions, and memorandums written in his own

“ hand, the pasticulars of what he wifhed me to reprefent to your

Government : he gave me, befides, thort notes of introduclion
to two of the Members of Government, whom he knew per-
fonally---referring them tome for an account of his fituation,
and allowing me, I believe, more credit than } deferve, for the
thare I had in contributing to his final acquifition of Bidanore
without drawing a {word.

¢ It would be tedious, and more fit for the detatl of gonverfa-
tion than of apublic addrefs, to inform you of the various.fteps.
that led to the furrender of the Capital and Province of Bida~
nore. Ihad had feveral conferences with HyaT Sanis before

HypEer’s death, and endeavoured tofuggeft to him the advan-
“ tage
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tage which would arife to him from a revoltin favour of the
Company. My efforts in thefe converfations ended ultimately
in the moft rigorous diflrefs to myfelf: I was put in 1rons, and
remained {o for four months, in a fituation only of exiftence,
without any hopes of ever efcaping. When General Ma-
rriews had ftormed the Ghauts, Hyat Sanie fent for me,
and, after various ftruggles, and much indecifion, agreed to
my proceeding to the Englith camp; and 1 conducted General
MarTuews, almoft unattended, into Bidanore. IHvaT Sanrs
at length agreed to {ubmit: but as, m his various converfatiuns
with me before and after that event, he made a very particular
diftinction between the Government of Bombay and the chief
Government of the Englith in Indoftan, fo he propofed that |
thould immediately depart, after he had given up the place aud
all the forts of the Province, with a letter to you, to obtain
your fanétion to me to his arrangements with the Englith Ge-
neral.

“ Thefe arrangements were not even clearly dcfined before my
departure ; and {o anxious was he for my f{peedy arrival at Cal-
cutta, that he only gave me the general propofitions that are
contained in his letter.

“ Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treatment
which HyaT SaniB meets with, that the other Chiefs of
Hyper’s Country will eftimate the advantage of abandoning the
interefts of T1Proo San1B, or will confirm their dependence

3 * upon
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upon him.  Trrroo was prevented by his father from all -
tercourfe with the Governors of his Provinces, or any inter-
ference in country affairs; fo that thofe left in charge at his
father's death are ftrangers to him, and are men to whom he
has little attachment. He is, befides, confidered to beof a cruel
difpofition.  His father was cruel upon a political principle : he
is thought to be {o from nature.

¢« The unfortunate differences about money which arofc i
General MATHEWS's camp, and of which vou will probabiv
hear from the Prefidency of Bombav, took u;) much of the
General's time, and may have retarded his operations: hose-
ever, his fuccefs in the reduction of Mangalore gives a fecurity
to his conqueits. The revenues of the Bidatore Province are
about twenty lacks of pagodas per annum.

« The particular fituation of the Capital merits attention. ¢
is placed in a valley of confiderable extent in circumference .
according 1o the beft obfervation I could make, there is ad
afcent to it, from all fides, of near {even miles : it can only be ay-
proached by four roads, which are cut afong the hiils, and which
were judicioufly fortified with great pains by HYpER: woods,
to the depth of many miles, arc a frontier round its fkirts: and
where thefe admitted a paffage, HyprR took the precaution to
plant bamboos and thorns---fo that 1 have little fear but that
General MaTuews will be able to defend thefe paffes; and as
dor provifions, and military ftores of all kinds, that were found

U “In
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in Bidanore, of the latter particularly, what, according to Ge-
neral Marnuws’s own declaration, would equip nine fuch
armies as his.

« Cundaporc is the next fea-port to Bidanore, and is diftant
about fifty miles : Mangalore is diftant about a hundred miles.
The road leading from Mangalore joins with that from Cunda-
pore, where the afcent of the hills commence : another road
from Bidanore leads to Seringapatam, and a fourth into the
Marhatta Country,

“ It was from the lower Country, along the fea-coaft, be-
tween Onore and Mangalore, whigQ is watered by many
rivers, and 1s the belt cultivated Country I cver faw, that
HypEr got the greateft part of his provifions for his army in
the Carnatic; and, independent of the advantages which the
Company have gained by the acquifition of thefe Countric., the
confequent Infles of the Myforeans are immente, and fuch us
will difable them from affifting the French in the Carnatic.

“ It becomes not an Officer of my rank to make any oblerv-
ations that rclate to the conduét of the ditferent Governments
of my Employers; but 1 am obliged to obferve, in juitice to
HyaT Sauir’s declaration to me, that he will not rely upon
any arrangement made in his favour by the Governor and
Councilof Bombay, unlefs he has a fpeedy anfwer to his letter
from this Government. He has requefted me 'to return with
thut anfwer, and with the fanétion of the Governor-Genera;

“'to
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to the cowl given to him by General Marnews.  Though |
am worn down by my, fulferings in priton, and my health can
fearcely enable me to be carried by Jand, I am ready to under-
take this fervice s for I know it is the greateft 1 may cver have
it in my power to render to the Company aud tv my Country,

* My return to the other coalt with a favourable anfwer te
HyaTt Sanis, will be the fignal to other Chicfs to throw ofi” the
yoke of Trrroo; andif Colonel Loxg has made any progrets
in the Coimbatore Country, or that Gener ¥ Marews has not
been too fevercly prefled by Treeoo, I may arrive upou the
other coaft i time to be of real ufe to the Company. -,

¢ ] know, Honourable Sir, the liberal and great fvftem ot yvour
adminiftration: T will not, therctore, point out any httle vu-
cumftances about the footing upon which I fhould retuin o
HyaT Sauis, or remain upon the other coaft. T with oniv ¢
be rewarded by my Employers as Tam fuccetaful 3 and T thall
leave it to your goodnefs, and to your diftinguithed zeal o
the public propriety, to give me any inflruttions for my von-
dud, or to charge me with any advices to General Moavwirssis,
as you may think proper.

“ 1 hope vou will pardon this long and irregular addrels, and
honour me by communicating any part of it that you may think
worthyv of communicatiop to the Gendemen of the Couril.

' «¢ T have the honour to bey, &o. &c.

“ Doxarp Caxeounn.”

U o " « .S,

-
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« P.S. When you are at leifure, and I am able to have the
“ honour of attending you, I would with to communicate to you
& amore particular detail of my converfation with Hya Samuis---
“ what General MaTHEWS's hopes of fupport from this Govern-
“ ment were, and the future plans he then meditated---and my
“ idens of the meafurcs that fhould be purfued by the Prefidency
¢ of Fort St. George, to fupport General MaTrEws, and im-
-+ prove the advanﬁgcs he has gained.

“ To Warren nyling.r, Lfy.
“ Governer-General of Bengal.”

LETTER FROM HYAT SAHIB, ALLUDED TO IN THE FOREGOIN'.

(Ufual Introduclion.)

“ I have dire€led the affairs of the Soobeh of Hydernagur for

'*¢ {ome years paft, on the part of the Navvauve Hyper. When
. latciy attacked by the vi€torious forces of the Englith under the
* command of General MaTuews, Ioppofed him, and fulfilled
*“ my duty in every refpet; but feeing the fuperior fortune and
* force of the Englifh, and receiving propofals for peace from
“ General MaTHEWS, by thefe circumftances, but more efpeci-
* ally by the perfuafions of CaptainCaMPBELL, the fon.of Co-
“ lonel CampBELL, Who was formerly at Chinaputtan; I was.
“ induced to come to terms, and delivered up to General Ma~
“ THEWS
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THEWS the treafury, property, flores and keys of the forts of
this Country. If I had been difpofed, I had it in.my power to
have appropriated this collefted wealth to other purpofes ; but,
from a regard to the high fortune of the King of EncLaND,
and the uprightnefs and integrity of the Englith People, I have
included myfelf in the number-of your fervants, and have de-
termined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity of heart, to
ferve vou well and faithfully. By the blefling of Gop, under
your aufpices, my endeavours towards the well and full per-
formance of my duty fhall be ten-fold greater than heretofore ;
and as General MaTHEWS intends to proceed to Seringpu'ttam,
your loyal fervant will affift, to the utmoft of his ability and
power. You will be fully informed on this fubject by Captain
Cawmpprrr. Ionour, and favour, and reward, muft flow from
you.

“ From:-the time of your firft eftablithment in this Country to
the prefent period, the engagements ot the Englith have been
facredly performed and adhered to; nor have they been want-
ing in their protetion of the honour and dignity of the Sur-
dars of Bengal, and other places. I hope, from your favour
and benevolence, that you will iffue your eommands to Gene-
ral MATHEWS, to favour me with all due kindnefs and atten-
tion. I have taken fhelter under the thadow of your benevo-
lence. Captain CamPBELL has thewn me great kindnefs in
this refpet, and, by encouraging me to hope for your favour,

“ has
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¢ has led me to become your fervant.  You will be fully informed

“ of the ftate of affairs in this quarter by Captain CAMPBELL's
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lettérs.
« Written on the 25th of Suffur, A. H. 1197.”

“ A true copy,
“ J. P. Avrior, Sec.”

LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ,

. “ Calcutta, May 25, 1785.
- ¢« HONOURABLE SIR, .

“« Some time ago, 1 did myfelf the honour of writing to Vou,
on the fubjeét of my miffion from HyaT San1s to this Go-
verniment. .

« 1t is with pleafure I now underftand that you have come to
the refolution of fending an anfwer to his letter. I cannot help
delivering it as my opinion, that a decided and avowed protec-
tion granted to him from this Government, will be produélive
of great public utility : but fhould you, and the othgr Gentle-
men of the Council, think proper to decline this, from motives
beft known to yourfelves, and of whichI fhall not pretend to
judge, 1beg leave humbly to reprefent, that the fooner Hyar
SauIp’s letter is acknowledged, the more fatisfactory it will be
to him, and the more efficacious in its probable good confe-

quences.
. I
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¢ I am ready and anxious to proceed immediately to the other
coaft with the anfwer to Hyat SAn1g, and fhall take the liber-
ty of hoping that you will give me inftruétions to remain fome
time with him, that he may have an opportunity of tranfmit-
ting, through me, any communication that he may with to
eftablith with this Government. I have the pleature to inform
you, that that Prefideney to which I particularly belong, have
granted me their confent to be employed in the final arrange-
ment of the Bidanore treaty, thould your Board think proper to
choofe me as a fit perfon; and they have further unanimoufly
done me the honour to approve of my conduét in the commence-
ment of this bufinets.

“ With refpeét to the appoinments you may judge right to
allow me, T truft cntircly to vour own ideas of propriety. 1
with for nothing more than what is fufficient to defray the ex-
pences of fuch a journey, and to enable me to maintain _that
charaécr in a fituation of this kind which 1 requifite to pro-

mote the public goud.
¢ 1 have th2 honour to be, with the greateft refpect,
“ HoNOURABLE SIR,
“ Your moft faithful and moft obedient fervant,

“ Donarp CAMPBELL.”

After
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After {ome delay, I received inftruGtions, together with a
Jetter from Mr. IlasTinGs for HyaT, with which 1 {fet off in
order to deliver it into his own bands, as follows:

LETTER TO CAPTAIN DONALD CAMPBELL.
“ Sin,

“ I have it in command from the Honourable the Governor-
* General and Council, to tranfmit you the inclofed anfwer {rom
« the Governor-General to the letter which you brought from
“ Hyart Saurs, the Foufdar of Bidanore, to this Governmeut,
“ upon the occafion of his furrendering that Country to the
4¢ Company. As you propofe to return to Bidanore, the Board
 requeft that you will deliver this anfwer in perfon to Hyar
“ Samrs, with affurances from them of every proteétion and
« fupport which the eminent fervices rendered by him to the
# Company give him fo good a right to expe€t, and which the)
¢ have it in their power to grant; and you will acquaint him,
¢ that they have further agreed to recommend him in fuch terms
< to the Honourable the Court of Direftors, as may encourage
% him to hope for every attention from their juftice.

¢ Confidering the great importance of the acquifition of Bi-
4 danore to the Company, its proportionable difadvantage to
¢ the enemy, and the magnitude of the objet to be obtained
“ by holding out every poffible mcitement and encouragement

, . “« to
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to the Managers of the Myfore Country, to throw offa new and
unfettled dependence on the cnemy’s Government, in order to
obtain a more fecure and beneficial tenure from the Company’s
pofletlion, the Board are the more readily inclined to afford this
early return to the advances of Hvar Samis, in the hope
that it will infpire him with freth confidence in the Englith
Government, and rivet his attachment to it.

“ It will be at your option, either to return immediately with
Hyar Sanis’s anfwer to the Governor-General’s letter, if you
thall deem it of fufficient confequence to require it, or to re-
main with him, if you conceive that your refidence there for
any time will be more conducive to the public interefls ; but,
in either cafe, you are defired to report the particulars of your
reception and proceedings to this Government, with any other
information which you may think it ufeful for them to know.

¢« ] am, SIR,
¢ Your moft obedient, humble fervaut,
¢« J. P. Aurrer, Sec.”
Fort IVilliam, May 29, 1783."

+ It would be unpardonable in me to let this occafion pafs,

without exprefling the high fenfe I entertain of Mr. HasTINGS'S

politenefs, and Sir Joun Macrugrson’s kindnefs and hofpitality,

during my ftay at Calcutta. As to Mr. HasTiNgs, in his public

X capacity,



capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious to fay mucly,
as he now ftands for the judgment of the higheft Tribunal in this
Country. My own obfervation leads me to confider him as a
man of found, acute and brilliant talents, and of a vaft and com-
prehenfive mind---of manners fociable, amiable, meek and un-
affeted---and of a difpofition truly benevolent. His fuperior
knowledge of the political interefts of Indoftan, and particularly
of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, has never been qucftion-
ed; and, if the fuffrage of the People of India may be allowed to
decide, his condut as Governor-General, though, like every thing
human, intermixed with error, was, on the whole, great and lau-
dable---for T declare I fcarcely ever heard a man in India, Na-
tive or European, cenfure him, although he was often the fub-
je&t of converfation with all perfons and in all companics in the
Eaft. ’

The focial virtues of Sir JoHN Macruerson are {o well
known, that 1t would be fuperfluous to notice them. The famc
friendfhip and hofpitality I experienced in his houfe, has been
fhared by many, who arc not backward in doing him ample juftice
on that head. But his condu& during his fhort adminiftration
can be known only by thofe who make the political concerns of
India a fubje@ of ﬁudici);:s, attention. To enter into a detail of
his various wife regulations for the reftoration of the Company’s
affairs, would be deftruétive of the end I propofe, which is, by a
concife and fimple funmary of the whole, to render a fair piture

of
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of his adminiftration fo clecar as to be underftood by any perfon,
however ignorant he may be of the politics of that Country, and
fo brief as not to difcourage the reading of it.

Sir Joun MacrHERSON took the reins of Government into
his hands on the firft of February, 1785. He found the Com-
pany's revenues diminithed, and their expenditure increafed, by the
continual claims of Proprictors, Direters, and Minifters, to a
thare in the patronage of Mr. HasTinGs---and a public debt ac-
cumulating to an enormous amount. He therefore fuw the ne-
ceflity of putting in practice every expedient poffible, and trying
every experiment that the ftate of the Country fuggefted, as likcly
to promote an increafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public
expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. Ie, therefore,
on the fourteenth day of his adminiftration, commenced a re-
form, which he continued with indefatigable zeal and induftry to
mntroduce through the various departments of Government---and,
beginning with himfelf, difcharged his body-guards. While he
was thus cmployed in India, the Company and Parliament in
England werc unremittingly engaged in confidering and molding
into fhape a fyftem of reform alfo; and, extraordinary as it may
appear, the fat is, that the fagacity of Mr. Macenegson had
adopted by anticipation, and actually reduced to practice, the
identical fpeculative reforms which the Parliament and Company
were proceeding upon in England; and the gencral plan of re-
form which paffed the Court of Directors on the cleventh of

Xeo April,
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Aprid, 1785, had been aftually carried into execution by Sir
Joun MACPHERSON in Bengal, in the months of February,
March and April, 1785. He made arrangements for the diffu-
fion of knowledge---eftablithed the {ettlement of Pulo Penang, or
Prince of Wales's Ifland---fettled the Bank of Calcutta on a firm
bafis---regulated the markets---and, by a plan of his own concep-
ftion, fecured the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent com-
pofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their balances, and making
the bonds cancelable only by the Court of Dire¢tors.  In fine, he
introduced and carried iuto effect a {yftem of reform which bad a
moft {fudden and falutary effeél on the Britifh affairs i India ; and
in an adminiftration of only eighteen months, he had the felicity to
perceive the fruits of his wifdom and induftry maturing---to re-
ceive that beft of earthly rewards,.the efteem and applaufe of his
Fellow-citizens---and to be honourcd by the beft of Sovereigns
with the dignity of a Baronet.

While I was at Sir Joun MacpaERsoN's houfe, I happened,
in converfation one day with Mr. MACAUVLEY, Sir JouN’s Secre-
tary, to be talking over fome part of my adventures ; and found
to my aftonithment, that he had, in his route to India, accident-
ally hired the very fervant whom I had loft at Triefte by fending
him for letters to Venice; and Mr. MacavLEY affured me, that
be found him poffefled of all the good qualities I had expetted to
meet in him : but the poor fellow had died before my arrival at

Calcutta, to my great mortification and difappointment.
As
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As the feafon in which T was to leave Calcutta was very un-
favourable for a voyage by fea, and the coaft thereabouts is one of
the moft inhofpitable in the world, I fet off by land for M dras,
and in my way had an opportunity of furveying that curious and
grotefque monument of fuperftitious folly, called the Jagranaut
Pagoda. It is an immenfe, barbarous ftruéture, of a kind of
pvramidal form, embellithed with devices cut in ftone-work, not
more fingular than difgufting.  Chriftian ldolators, in forming
types and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to reprefent
them with perfonal beauty, as propertionate to their divine
nature as human fkill can make it. .Thofe Pagans, on thc con~
trary, in forming their idols, caizt out every veftige of ijeauty---
every thing that, by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to con-
vey pleafing fenfations; and, in their place, fubftitute the meft
extravagant, unnatural deformity, the moft loathfome naftinefs,
the moft difgufting obfcenity. It isnotin language to convey an
adequate idea of their temples and idols; and if it was, no pur-
pofe could be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and
abominable fenfations. To keep pace with the figures of their
idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed artificial means, (by
herbs, I believe), has brought to a moft unnatural form, and
enormous dimenfions, that which decency forbids me to meuntion ;
and the pure and fpotlefs women, who from infancy have been
thut up from the fight of men, even of their brothers, arebrought

tQ
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o kifs this difgufting and misthapen monfter, under ‘the pre-
pofterous belief that it promotes fecundity.

In this Pagoda ftands the figure of Jagranaut, (their god un-
der Brama); and a fightly figure it is truly !---nothing more than
a black flone, in an irregular pyramidal form, having two rich
diamonds in the top by way of eyes, and a nofe and mouth painted
red. For this god, five hundred Priefts are daily employed in
boiling food, which, as he feldom eats it, they doubtlefs convert
to their own ufe in the evening.

I ftopped at Vizagapatnam for a few days with Mr. Russrr,
who was Chief of that place. His ftyle of living was fo exattly
fimilar to that of an elegant family refiding at their countrv-houfe
in England, that I felt my{elf more happy and comfortable than
1 had been fince my arrival in India ; and that happinefs was much
increafed by meeting Mr. MaxTon, who was married to Mr.
Russer’s daughier. This Gentleman and I had, when mcre
boys, been fhipmates on our firft going out to India: a warm
friendfhip took place between us, which has met with no inter-
ruption, but rather increafed from lapfc of time, aud greater ha-
bits of intimacy. To fee a man whom I {o entirely efteemed, in
poflcfion of the moft perfect domeftic felicity, and furrounded by
a number of amiable connections and friends, was to me a fubject
of the moft pleafing contemplation.

LETTER
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LETTER LXIIL

Lzavine Vizagapatnam, I took my route along the
coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where I heard rumours of the
unfortunate fate of General MaTnEWs. This threw fuch damyp
upon my {pirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs of Mr.
Daniey, the Chief, could fearcely raife me from defpondence ;
and on my arrival at Madras, 1 found the whole amply com-
firmed.

As Hyat Saus's affair yet remained unfettled, and T confi-
dered myfelf in a degree pledged to obtain him fome fatisfaction
for his {ervices in furrendering the Province of Bidanore, and to
fulfil my engagements with him and the Supreme Council, 1 de-
termined to proceed to Bombay, notwithftanding the difafter of Ge-
neral MaTuews, which had entirely cruthed all my private pro-
{pe&s in that quarter, and to co-operate with Hyar Saurs i fuch
meafures as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good.
1 left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey without any
material interruption until I reached Palamcotah, where the chagrin
arifing from my various difappointments, co-operating with fatigue

and climate, threw me intoa fit of ficknefs, which eonfined me
to
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to my bed for five or fix weeks. Upon recovering a little, 1
crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the ho: {e of Mr. Hurcninson,
the Refident, (who treated me with cordial kindnefs), I waited
for an opportunity of getting to Bombay, and during that time
laid in a ftock of ftrength and fpirits: at length a Europe thip
touching at Anjengo on her way to Bombay, I obtained a paflagc,
and proceeded. :

At Bombay I found HyaT Sanig, it having been deemed ex-
pedient to fend him away from Bidanore on the approach of
Tiproo with his army, where I received from him a confirma-
tion of what I have ftated refpe@ling General MaTurws re-
ceiving only two lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as
peace was negociating between us and T1pPoo,and my remaining
on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, Iaetcrmixlcd to return
to the Carnatic. And here I have an incident to add to the man y
difagreeable occurrences of my life, in which, with intentions the
moft innocent, I was made the fubjeét of obloquy and unmerited
fcandal.

Juft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young Lady, the
daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank in India, and now a
Member of Parliament, but whofe name it would be ufelefs to
mention, wifhed to return to the Carnatic; and I, at the requeft
of herfelf, and another Lady with whom fhe lived, unguardedly
took charge of her during the journey. Before our departure,
I reflefted upon the difficulties and impropriety of this ftep, and

com-
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communicated my ideas to the Ladies, who, inftead of liftening
to the objections I flarted, prefled me to fulfil my promife: I con-
fented, purely from principles of politenefs and good-nature.
During the courfe of our journey, fheunfolded to me, of her own
accord, certain aéts of cruelty and injuftice the had fuffered from her
father, atthe inftigation of her mother-in-law, with a ftory of her
innocence having fallen, and her reputation having been deftroyed,
by a connettion of the Lady under whofe charge the was, and
who for that reafon had prefled her departure with me; and added,
the was fo difgufted with India, that fhe determined to quit it ;
and entrcated me to affift her in the accompliﬂm;cnt of her
withes. 1 difapproved, in the moft unqualified terms, of her
projeét---gave her the beft and moft difinterefted advice---and,
through the whole difageeable bufinefs which was impofed upon
me, acted merely with a view to her honour and happinefs; and
feveral of the moft refpeftable people in Palamcotah, where fhe
paffed fome time, and at Madras, where fhe afterwards refided,
could atteft the delicacy of my conduct towards her, as well as
the concern and intereft I took in every thing that was likely to
be of advantage to her.

This is a fair {tatement of the matter 3 and vet, on account of
it, 1 was moft infamoufly fcandalized; and the fcandal reached
even the ears of my father, whom, however, I foon fatisfied on
that hcad. But that which ftung me to the quick was the con-
dut of fome of my own relations, (who, if they cven could not

' Y uftify
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juftify or approve, ought at leaft to have been filent), in becoming
the moft virulent of my detractors---though, when the charalter
of thofe very relations had on former occafions been refleéted
upon, I ftood up and defended them at the imminent hazard of
my life. Such condu& appeared to me moft atrocious; for,
whether from affeclion, felfithnefs, or pride, I always ftrenuoufly
fupported my relations, if I heard them traduced in their ab-
fence---and, when I was not able to juftify their proceedings, at
leaft fupprefled the converfation. Toa man who had uniformly
alted fo, were there even no reciprocation of family affection,
mutual juﬁiée demanded different treatment from that I expe-
rienced, which could have fprungonly from depravity of heart,
poverty of intellect, and the moft abjeét meannefs of fpirit. And
what is remarkable on this, as well as @ other occafions, thofe
who had been under the greateft obligation to my father and my-
felf, were the moft inveterate.

On the death of my father, looking over his papers in the
prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyll, and three other Gen-
tlemen, we met with a letter on the fubjet from the young Lady’s
father to mine, reflecting in a grofs manner on my charafter. 1
direétly wrote to that Gentleman, explaining the whole affair, and
demanding juftice to be done to my reputation. Upon an ecclaire-
ciffement of the matter, he wrote to me a complete apology, ac-
knowledging that he had ated on that occafion through mifrepre-
fentation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded reports ; and

" faying,
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faying, that as the letter in queftion had, by the perufal of the
Deputy Sheriff and other Gentlemen, in fome meafure become a
matter of public notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him to
make that apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any detri-
ment I'might have fuftained, by his yielding unguardedly to a fud-
den impulfe of paffion, caufed, as he was then perfeétly convinced,
by mifinformation. '

Thus was my character at once cleared of a calumny which
the induftrious villany of a few had contrived to propagate through
every fpot of the earth where I was known.

This ftory may ferve as an inftrutive leffon to you, my Fre-
OERICK, to avoid, inthe very firft inftance, any conneéltion with
women that in the ;Srobablc courfe of things can lead to private
alls of confidence: theg are at beft indifcreet---tend, as in this
cafe, to makea man a dupe---and never fail tolead to {candal and
reproach. You will alfo, from the letter of the Lady’s father,
found eight or ten years after it was written among my father’s
papers, fee the impropricty and hazard of committing your
thoughts incautioufly to paper. 1have known it Trequently, as in

this inftance, end in mortification and regret.

Before quitting entirely the Malabar coaft, I'took a trip to
Surat, which amply repaid me for my trouble. It furpafles any
part of India for extent and variety of commerce, for populous

ttrects and fuburbs, and for a continually moving {cene of opulence.
Y e For
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For a more minute account of it, Irefer you to the Abbé Rav-
NAL, who, though not generally accurate, is fo elegant, that you
will be able, from his defcription, to form a lively conception of
the place, and its fingular cuftoms.

Here I was received in a very friendly manner by Mr. SeTon.
And indeed I may now once for all declare, that at every place
where I ftopped, and every poft I pafled, from my leaving Eng-
land till my return, Iexperienced the moft kind and liberal recep-
tion, and the moft affiduous attention: my wants of every kind,
whether of veflels, boats,‘guards of Sepoys, letters of introduc-
tion, &c. being fupplied by anticipation, I had fcarcely occafion
to make a requeft, or exprefs a wifh; nor was the attention
thewn to the public fervice lefs than that which was manifcfted
for my private convenience. To kindncgo truly confolatory as
it then was to me, I never look back without fentiments of un-
bounded gratitude and unfeigned acknowledgment.

My journeys by land in India after my fhipwreck, indepen-
dent of long voyages by fea, amounted to more than three thou-
fand miles. After getting back to Madras, my health being ma-
terially injured, I refolved to return to England: but, havingf{een.
almoft all the Company’s pofleffions, I felt a curiofity to fee China,
and determined to make that my way. To render this route
more agreeable to me, Lord MACARTNEY, in addition to. his
other favours, gave me the following handfome letter of in-

| troduétion
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troduétion to Mr. Pmov, the Company’s chief Supercargo at
Canton :

¢ Fort St. George, Fuly 28, 1784.
¢ Sin,

¢« This letter will be dilivered to you by Captain DoNaLD
« CAMPBELL, of this Eftablithment---a Gentleman who has fig-
¢ nalized himfelf on many occafions, but more particularly by
“ his ability and addrefs in accomplithing the furrender of the
“ fort of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a prifoner.
« His ill ftate of health contraéed there, renders a voyage to
« China, perhaps to Europe, abfolutely neceffary. ‘Should he
“ yemain any time at your Settlement, I fhall be much obliged
“ to you for any at¢fjation and civility thewn to him; and I fhall
« be happy, on any occafion you may afford me, of returning
« your polite attention to an Officer of fo much merit as Captain

¢ CAMPBELL, and of proving how much I am,

¢ Six,
« Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant,

“ MACARTNEY.”

« To William Henry Pigou, Efg.

1 had alfo a letter to Mr. FREEMAN, another Supercargo
there ; by whom, as well'as by Mr. Picowu, I was treated with

great politenefs: and Mr, FREEMAN being obliged to Jeave Canton,
- and.
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and go to Macao, for the recovery of his health, invited me to
accomparty him there. I availed myfelf of the opportunity ;
and, as we went all along through the rivers, had an opportunity
of feeing more of the Country than many of the Europeans who
vifit that Country. With the obfervations which 1 made in the
courfe of this excurfion and my refidence at Canton, I would
furnifh you, but that Lord MacarTneY's Embafly is juft returned
from that Country ; and there is every reafon to hope that he, or
fome of the Gentlemen who attended him, and who poffefs fupe-
rior abilities and more ample materials, will favour the Public

with a much more perfect account than mine could pofiibly be.
While T remained at Canton, a very difagreeable rupture took
place between the Faftory and the Chinefe. An Englith fhip
lying at Wampoa, in faluting, thattered a Chinefe boat; by which
accident, two men in it were much hurt with the fplinters, and one
of them died of his wounds foon after. The matter was clearly
explained to the Mandarins ; and they feemed to be fatisfied that
it was mcrcly an accident. A few days after, the Supercargo of
the thip was forcibly feized, and carried into the city : the Council
met, and determined to fend for the Sailors from the fhips ; and in
the evening after dark, fifteen or fixteen boats, with four or five
hundred men, attempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to
Canton---were fired upon by the Chinefe boats and forts in paffing,
and, with a few men 'w‘ounded, were compelled to retreat.
Nothing could furpafs the confternation and indecifion of the
Council ;
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Council; and after the moft humiliating language, they were
obliged to appeafe the Chinefe, and fettle the affair by giving up
the gunner of the fhip to their refentment.

On the 2¢th December, 1784, 1 embarked in the Ponfborne
Eaft-Indiaman, Captain HAMMET, in which 1 had come from
Madras to China; and, after a tolerable voyage of five months
and two days, got on board a fithing-boat off Falmouth, and was
put on fhore there, having been exaélly four years and five days
from England.

Such was my impatience to fee you, that I wrote from
Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We arrived there the
fame day ; and never in my life did I experience fuch tranfport as in
firft prefling you to m.y bofom : I found you all that my heart could
wifth ; and I muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not one
a€tion of yeur life has tended fince to give me a moment’s pain : on
the contrary, 1have every reafon to be fatisfied that my fanguine
hopes of you will be realized. The turn of your thoughts and
ations have been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me ;
and from your affeftion to myfelf and your mother, your gentle
deportment to my domeflics, your franknefs and candour with
your brother and {chool-fellows---even from your fondnefs for your
favourite dog Pompey, and frequent filent contemplations of the
etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft pleafing
prefages of put:ity and innocence of heart, {weetnefs of temper,
and refined honour and generofity. If it pleafes Gop to fpare

your
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your life, and {trengthen your conftitution, I fhall ftill be the hap-
pieft of men, nqﬁvithﬁanding the inroad made upon my feelings
by the hardﬂﬁps and afflictions I had undergone, of which many
arofe from unavoidable accident, and fome from malignant and
unnatural perfecution, arifing from bafe envy, diftated by cow-
ardly revenge. Ido not with you to know who the wretches are :
1 only with you to know that fuch deteftable paffions do exift in
human nature---that, warned by their wickednefs to me, you
may, in your progrefs through life, be cautious, temperate and
guarded.

Another thing T am anxious to imprefs upon the mind, parti-
cularly, of your brother Joun, is the danger of a warm, impetu-
oustemper. Many of the hazards and difficulties of my life arofe
from the predominance of a fiery fpirit, and an ungovernable,
miftaken ambition. A fingle inftance will ferve to fhew it.
When I was under the command of Captain, afterwards General
MaTHews, in his regiment .of Cavalry, being cantoned at a
place called Tuckolam, in the neighbourhood of extenfive woods,
information was broughti{.ls that wild bulls infefted the ﬁcighbour-
ing villages, .and had killed fome people: we prepared to enter
the wood, and deftroy, if poflible, thofe ferocious animals, which
had become the terror and deftruétion of the cantiguous country.
The origin of thofe wild herds was this---From time immemo-
rial, a religious cuftom had prevailed among the Pagan inhabi-
tants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the accomplithment of

any
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any favourite purpofe, fuch as the fafe delivery of his wife, or the
obtaining an employment, &c. In procefs of time, thofe calves
bred, and became numerous and incredibly fierce. Independcn’f
of protelting the defencelefs natives, it wasin itfelf a moft inter-
efting kind of hunting. The mode of doing 1t was this---A large
party, well mounted, galloping in a body up to a great flock, and
marking out the fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him
with fiords and piftols. One day, a bull which was wounded,
and thereby rendered more fierce, though not lefs vigorous, got
pofted in fome thick buthes, in fuch a manner as to be approached
only in front : a whim of themoft extravagant kind came into my
head, fuggefted by vain-glory and youthful fire---1 thought it un-
generous for fo many to attack him at once ; and, withing to have
the credit of fubduing him, I difinounted from my horfe, and at-
tacked him with a pike: I foon, however, had caufe to repent
this rath and unwarrantable ftep ; it had nearly been fatal to me---
‘for the bull foon threw the pike into the air, and, had it not been
for the very gallant exertions of my Brogher Officers, who rode
in upon him, and refcued me at the moment that the brute’s
horns had touched my coat, I muft have been killed. An Indian
Officer, who was in my troop, particularly diftinguithed himfelf,
at the imminent hazard of his life, the bull having toffed his horfe
and himftlf to a diftance from his horns. At this time I was
but cighteen years of age, and had not the judgment to refled, that

Z if
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af 1 had been killed, my fate would be attended with only
pity or fcorn for my folly ; whereas, had I fucceeded, the whole
‘reward of my danger would have been the ufelefs applaufe of
Jome youngfters, idle and  inconfiderate as myfelf---while my
rathnefs would have been reprobated by every man whofe good
opinion was worth enjoying. One or two people who were pre-
{ent at the time, are now living in great repute in England. We
fucceeded, however, in driving thofe wild cattle into the interior
receffes of the wood, dividing the fleth of thofe we killed among
fuch of the poor Sepoys as would eat it, and thercby rendered ef-
fential fervice to the contiguous vxllywes )

Often when I have heard, iry coffee-houfes and play-houfes,
fome of our fporting fparks boafting of their prowefs over a timid
hare or a feeble fox, I could nothelp recolleéting with refpett the
hunters of India, who chafe the deftruétive monfters of the
foreft---the boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo;
and, while they fteel the nerves, animate the courage, and, - by
habitual deeds of plth fit themfelves for war, render effential
fervice to their fellow-crcatures, and fave the lives and property
. of thoufands. ,Such greatnefs of fpirit, under the controul of
good fenfe, and the dire€tion of prudence, muft render a man
refpectable---but, if not .managed with difcretion, leaves %4 man
- no “other praife than that of a magnanimous madman. Take
crvcry opportumty, my. dear FREDERICK, of inculcating thefe

- precepts



( o)

precepts in the mind of your brother: the natural warmth of his
temper often makes me fearful of the mifchievous confequences
which 1 have myfelf too often experienced---though, I thank
Gob, it never ftimulated me to revenge, or to a premeditate in-
tention of injuring any onec.

I have already faid meore than once, that I havea moft perfect
conviction your amiable difpofition will enfure to you the love of
Mankind ; but it will at the fame time fubjeét you to many impo-
fitions---to. guard againft which, a great fhare of fternnefs is fome-
times. neceffary : there is, befides, a certain degree of fortitude
abfolutely requifite to give luftre to a gentle difpofition ; without
it, meeknefs is thought timidity—-modefty, weaknefs---and the
charming mildnefs of the forgiving heart, abufed as the pitiful re-
fource of abje& apprehenfion and a mean {pirit. There are times,
therefore, when the wickednefs of men, and the cuffoms of the
world, make it neceffary to lay afide the Jamb, and affume the
lion. Evrorg at this moment prefents an awful and alarming
crifis. In a neighbouring Country, the conduct of the higher
claffes of fociety has produced a dreadful convulfion : focial order
has been fubverted, and the ftability of property annihilated : all
reafoning from the hiftory of former times is found inapplicable to
the prefent: the fyftem of warfare itfelf l}as undergone a revolu-
tion ; and no man is able to fay from pofitive inference, * Thus
will it be to-morrow.” Our infular fituation, thank Gop! pro-
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refls us: and the precarious footing upon which civil order and
property ftand in moft Countries om the Continent, make our
fate in Enmgland enviable. The time 15 neverthelefs pregnant
with extraordinary event; and you are now approaching that age
at which men fhould be ready to at at the call of their Country.
It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch things the fubjeft of
frequent contemplation---to habituate vour mind to the meeting
of danger, fo as to be ready, at a moment’s warning, to lay down
your life, if neceffary, for the good of your Country ; for, after
all, my Faepgrick, what avails it whether we dic i this way
or in'that {v-4to die with honour and a goad confcience, 1sall.  Let
prejudice be laid afide—~-and who, pofleffed of common fenie,
could hefitate a moment to prefer death in the field, to death with
the Sdathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocadile tears of pre-
tended friends, and the painful emotions and lamentations ot

thofe who really love us? .
"Finally, 1 muft obferve, that at the time I left India, the
*aﬁ’&irﬁ of the Britith Nation wore fo very lowering an afped, all
perfoms Roquainted with our concerns there, allowed nothing but a
Yong feriey of wie meafures, with the beft efficient fervants tc
wannvwee wemdly Could refcue the Company from run. I am
happy in boing abléow - to ftate, without the poffibility of con-
tradiition, that theclouds which mensced us in that quarter have
Mm gﬁl&ﬂly diBpating beneath the meafures of the Boarp
{
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of CO'N'I‘BOUL, under the direftion of Mr. Duspas; and areat
laft entirely difperfed by the glorious adminiftration of Lord
CorNwaLLis, whofe wifdom in the Cabinet tended no lefs to
the fecurity, than his military talents, juftice and moderation, to
the honour, of GREAT BriTaIN in the Eaft. The choice of
fuch a perfon for the Government of India, reflects credit on His
MajesTy's Councils,” and evinces that the paternal care and |

folicitude of our amiable SoyVEREIGN extend to the moft remote
part of the Empire, ~

END OF PART IIL
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