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What’s going on? Today’s Agenda

● 5 Pillars of Wikipedia and Literature Review
● Wikipedia and Circulation 
● Using Wikipedia Writing and Twitch to Build Knowledge Equity on Writing 

Transfer 
● Wikipedia Editing and Translating as a Way to Promote Knowledge Equity and 

Cultural Diversity 
● Representation of Arab Woman on Wikipedia: Student Engagement in 

Cultural-Oriented Writing Projects 
● Activity 
● Q/A Section



Lit Review Section

•Wikipedia allows students to engage with public audiences and experience collaborative writing all while 
contributing to public knowledge (Cummings, 2020; Di Lauro & Shelter, 2013; Hood, 2007; Purdy, 2009).

•This work helps students deconstruct authority in public and published texts (Purdy, 2009).

•Wikipedia helps establish common learning outcomes in rhetoric and composition, especially those 
associated with 1st year composition (Vetter, 2018).

•It offers opportunities for teaching from a cultural perspective (Vetter, 2018) after it came under attack for 
failing to represent global geographies (Graham, 2011).

•Wikipedia allows for direct and transparent observation of the practices and concepts in composition and 
rhetoric classes such as process, research, social collaboration, and digital rhetoric (Gruwell, 2015; Hood, 
2007; Kill, 2011; Kuhne & Creel, 2012; Patch, 2010; Purdy, 2009; Tardy, 2010).

•It provides students  with opportunities for a public writing experience with an authentic and international 
audience making the writing experience tangible to students (Cummings, 2009; Sweeney, 2012; Vetter, 2013).

•It increases motivation among students (Cummings, 2020; Vetter, 2014). 



Wikipedia and Circulation
Katie Bramlett

https://screencast-o-matic.com/watch/c3hbqgVrtpH


Utilizing Wikiproject Writing and Twitch to 
Build Knowledge Equity on Writing Transfer

Andrew Yim



An Introduction to Wikiproject Writing



Wikiproject 
Writing for 

Learning Transfer 
in Writing Studies



Wikiproject Writing 

● Wikiproject Writing suggests articles 
and topics related to transfer that need 
more information
○ Transfer of Learning March 

Spotlight
■ https://tinyurl.com/mw6mak56

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Writing/Events/March22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Writing/Events/March22
https://tinyurl.com/mw6mak56






Kathleen Blake Yancey Wikipedia Page



Wikiproject Writing Twitch Stream



Twitch Strategies

● Twitch showcases how 
Wikipedia editors’ thinking and 
writing process when editing
○ Example of editing Yancey’s 

article (Starts at 01:06)
■ https://tinyurl.com/29mf3s6h

https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1433452670
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1433452670
https://tinyurl.com/29mf3s6h


Twitch Streaming and Knowledge Equity

● Edited Kathleen Blake 
Yancey’s page for 2 hours on 
Twitch 

● Live Engagement with the 
audience 
○ What information is currently 

available for Yancey
○ How to add information to 

Yancey’s page
■ Research Scholarship
■ Awards
■ References



Revising and editing Kathleen Blake Yancey’s page



Revising and editing Kathleen Blake Yancey’s page



Wikipedia Editing and Translating as a 
Way to Promote Knowledge Equity and 

Cultural Diversity

Alexandra Krasova, Indiana University of Pennsylvania   



Current Projects

● Wikiproject Writing
● Wikipedia Editing 
● Wikipedia Translation



The 
Importance 
of Editing 



Wikipedia Editing 

● Clearance
● Conciseness 
● Credibility
● Knowledge equity  



Editing process.
Step 1: Topics

● Digital Literacy

● Digital Composition

● Teaching Writing

● Multimodality

● Digital Storytelling 



Editing Process
Step 2: Choosing an Article



Editing Process
Step 3: Making Contributions 



Translation in Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_storytelling

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_writing_
in_the_United_States
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_storytelling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_writing_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teaching_writing_in_the_United_States


Translation Tool



Using Wikipedia Editing and Translation in Teaching 

● Multilingual students can use their full linguistic repertoire 
in the classroom 
language choice

● Engaging technology provokes students’ interest and 
promotes interaction with global audience 
talk page

● Allows students to choose the topics they are interested in 
topics

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing_about_Writing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Sashaalexa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Contents/Overviews


Representation
of Arab Women on 

Wikipedia: 
Student 

Engagement in 
Culturally-Oriented 

Writing Projects



Collaborators

MEPI—The US Middle East Partnership Initiative

2Rāth 

AUB Libraries (Fatme Charafeddine, Rania Kanj)

Faculty of Arts and Sciences’ Women and Gender Studies (Dr. Kathryn Maude)

AUB Press (Yasmine Hajjar)

Wikipedia Education (Dr. Helaine Blumenthal)

Wikimedia and Art + Feminism

CCCC Wikipedia: Dr. Charles Bazerman-mentor (UCSB), Dr. Melanie Kill (University of 
Maryland), Savannah Cragin (UC Berkeley), Dr. Matthew Vetter (Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania)



2Rāth 
Objectives

Create

• Create a community research network through a digital collaboration between 
students, librarians, Wikipedia Education, and professors.

Encourage

• Encourage students to develop their digital literacy and take an active part in their 
learning (conduct research, write well-cited articles, and avoid plagiarism). 

Develop

• Develop students’ authorial voices by engaging them in projects related to their 
communities.  

Engage

• Engage in the cultural politics of representation by developing an online presence for 
Lebanese and Arab authors thus preserving the literary heritage of Lebanon.

Help

• Help students feel a sense of hope by creating a fun, communal project to work on.





Resources & 
Training
● Weekly training are given to prepare 

students for writing their articles

● At the same time, students work with 
librarians on choosing authors and 
gathering and sorting data. 





Focusing on 
Notable 
Women 

American University of Beirut is celebrating its COED 
Centennial; we decided to concentrate on notable 
Arab women in specific. 

We created articles about AUB graduates and other 
notable figures from around the Arab World. 

We teamed up with Art + Feminism (an initiative to 
bridge the gender gap in representation in arts and 
the humanities).

We collaborated with various departments and 
initiatives in organizing the first Edit-a-thon in 
Lebanon.



What we have 
done so far…

Engaged 225 editors, produced 42 original 
articles, added 120,000 words & 1000 
references, edited 217 articles, uploaded 
54 photos to Wikimedia Commons, and 
garnered over 18.4 million views. 

The two Edit-a-thons attracted 150 
participants, completed 600 edits, and 
added 8000 words to Wikipedia articles in 
under 8 hours.





How can you implement this project in your much 
more diverse class? 

Ask students to edit or write 
articles about notable figures 
from their communities.

1

Encourage students to 
translate or edit articles 
to/from their mother tongue. 

2

Liaise with librarians who can 
offer some ideas on what 
information can be found in 
the library archives that is not 
already on the web.

3



“Imagine a world in which every 
single person on the planet is given 
free access to the sum of all human 

knowledge. That's what we're 
doing” - Jimmy Wales

This quote, from one of Wikipedia's co-founders, helps us understand Wikipedia’s ambitions. But 
it also reminds us of how much work the encyclopedia still needs to do if it is to truly represent 

EVERYONE’s knowledge. This is why we edit - to work toward this difficult ambition. 



Activity Instructions

https://tinyurl.com/2p9aa9vu

https://tinyurl.com/2p9aa9vu
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