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Moroccan Darija - Linguistic overview

» Vernacular Arabic spoken in Morocco

» Heavily influenced by Berber, and to a lesser extent by French and Spanish
» Unclear Official Status
» Spoken in daily life

» ~30 million native speakers

» Strong precesence in media

» Weak to unexisting presence in written tradition

» Mosty Oral tradition
» Written languages:
» Standard Arabic
» French
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Moroccan Darija - Incubator

» First Request for a Darija Wikipedia -> January 2008

» https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Requests for new languages/Wikipedia Morocc
an

» Very early and persistant Request
Distinction from the Middle-East

» Creation of a "Moroccan” Wikipedia

Yl dseall /Wp/ary

\Welcome to the Moroccan Arabic Test Wikipedia

Template:Main Page
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https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Requests_for_new_languages/Wikipedia_Moroccan

Moroccan Darija in Incubator - 2011

IMerhba bikom fe Wikipédya be I-loga I-mgerbiyya

.Hada wahed |I-mecrog ba¢ nsaybo Wikipédya be I-loga I-mgerbiyya, o merhba be I-li bga yéarek mgana
: Bac tsayeb ¢i sefha, kieb I-§onwan dyalha mbegd Wp/ary/ o brek §la Sayeb

O zid gafak had I-kod fe I-lehher dyal s-sefha dyaltek ba¢ ttzad mga fhat |-frin : [[Category:Wp/aryl]

/Wp/ary

WIKIPEDYA

L-Mewsoga L-Horra
Brek hnaya, ba¢ t¢of s-sefhat I-i kaynin

Hada Wikipédya be Iloga I-mgerbiyya, o mektob be I-hrof r-romiyya dyal ktbdarija.com, ba¢ tkon l-qraya dyal I-mgerbiyya sahla. L-Loga I-
mgerbiyya hiya loga katji le I-§erbiyya, belheq ettro gliha bezzaf ¢i logat hrin Ili homa t-tamazigt, s-spenyoliyya, |-fransawiya... L-Aglabiyya
.dyal l-mgarba kaygerfo yhedro biha

: Kaynin fe dahel Iloga I-mgerbiyya bezzaf de Ilehjat, I-li homa

: L-Lehjat L-La Hilaliyya

L-Lehjat dyal l-modon l-gdam (Hadari): L-Lehjat I-qgdam dyal R-Rbat, Fas, Titwan, Taza, Sla : Kanjebro fihom ¢&i kelmat majyin men s-
.spenyoliyya ola |-gerbiyya |-'andalosiyya

L-Lehjat dyal Jbala (gabl-Hilaliyin): Kayikellmo bih fe l-mentaga dyal R-Rif I-gerbi, o fe sawahil ¢amal-gerb L-Megrib mga Jbala, Senhaja o
Znata

.L_Lehjat Lli ‘ettro g

lihom Jbala : L-Lehjat I.qdam dyal Tanja, Wazzan, Ceféawen

.L-Lehjat I-li ettro glihom I-lehjat dyal I-badiya : L-Lehjat |-gdam dyal Merrake¢ o Meknas
.L_Lehjat dyal lihod I-mgarba
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Moroccan Darija in Incubator - 2013

[[Category:Wp/ary]] WI.II(:{PEDYA

MWp/ary L-Mewsoga L-Horra
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Hada Wikipédya be I-loga I-mgerbiyya, 0 mektob be I-hrof r-romiyya dyal ktbdarija.com, ba¢ tkon l-qraya dyal I-mgerbiyya sahla. L-Loga I-
mgerbiyya hiya loga katji le I-§erbiyya, belheq ettro gliha bezzaf ¢i logat hrin Ili homa t-tamazigt, s-spenyoliyya, I-fransawiya... L-Aglabiyya
.dyal I-mgarba kaygerfo yhedro biha

: Kaynin fe dahel Iloga I-mgerbiyya bezzaf de Ilehjat, I-li homa
: L-Lehjat L-La Hilaliyya
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Moroccan Darija in Incubator - 2015
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Moroccan Darija in Incubator - 2018
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Moroccan Darija - Pre-2019 Challenges

» Standarization
» No official Status
» Different regions/dialects
» Keyboards
» Arabic Vs Latin Letters
» Vandalism
» ldeological fights
» Dialect Vs language
» Scattered online community

» Sporadic interest
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Moroccan Darija - Way Forward

» Paper: Moroccan Darija in Online Creation Communities: Example of
Wikipedia
» Organization of WikiArabia 2019 in Marrakesh

» Decisions:
» Wikimedia Morocco User Group took the responsibility over Darija projects.
» Coordinate and develop the projects.

» Prepare a clear strategy and targets
» Objective: Number of articles - Quality metrics

» Diversify participants: Include participants from different regions
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Wikimedia Morocco User Group

» Created in October 2015

» Supporting and promoting Wikimedia projects in Morocco

» Organizing events and projects for this purpose
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User Group Work in Incubator

» Discussion with User Group Members

» Positive feedack towards the Darija projects
» Creation of a Darija Task Force

» Fully volunteering capacity

» Sharing different tasks, including:

» Article creation

» Article improvement

» Audio recording

» Media Wiki Translation

» Standardization and policy making
» In colloboration and agreement with the online community
» Conflict-management and mediation

» Advocate for the Darija Wikis in media

» Giant online one-year ”Edit-a-thon”
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Darija Wikis - Current Status
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Darija Wikis - Current Status
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Darija Wikis - Current Status
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Darija Wikis - Current Status
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Darija Wikis - Current Status

» Wikipedia in Darija -> 1500+ Articles

» Wiktionnary in Darija -> 100+ Entries
» Extensive Usage of Lingue Libre Tool for recordings

» User Group members creating entries and making recodrings
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Conclusions and Lessons Learned

» Shifting the direction from ”Online -> Offline” to ”Offline -> Online” is
possible.

» Working offline helps for a better collaboration and consensus.
» More Efficiency
» More help to be provided
» Online work was going around in circles
» Catch 22
» Solved by the User Group mediation and intervention

» Incubator projects can strongly benefit from ”offline” intervention if well
thought and with a clear strategy
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Read More

Moroccan Arabic (Darija) - Wikipedia Article

» https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moroccan Arabic

Moroccan Arabic Wikipedia (Incubator)
» https://bit.ly/30mOpUp

Moroccan Darija in Wikipedia - Paper

» https://revistas.uca.es/index.php/aam/article/view/5795/6028

Wikimedia Morocco User Group

» https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia MA User Group
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moroccan_Arabic
https://bit.ly/30m0pUp
https://revistas.uca.es/index.php/aam/article/view/5795/6028
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_MA_User_Group

Contact me

» Wikimedia Projects
» User:Anass Sedrati

» Email
» sedranas@gmail.com
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Thank you!
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