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DEFONENTs: " Charles Ream Jackson,
048583, Comrissioned
darrant officer; U3
Marine Corps.

Having been duly sworn, does hereby de pose and state as followsid

My nese is Charles Ream Jackson, and I a1 2 Coamissicned Warrant
Officer of the United Stetes Marine Corps. I have been in the nmilitary
and navel service more or less continupusly since 14 June, 1917.

Prior to entering the Marino Corps on 3 Septeunber, 1927, I hed sone
eizht years service in the Infantry and Coast srtillery of the kny.,
rising to the renk of First Lieutenant. I resigned, with an honorable
record on 27 July, 1925; was commissioned a First Liesutengnt in the
Officors Reserve Corps, Infantry, with a certificate of capecity for
Ceptain, I resigned this cammission to enter the Marine Corps,

In the Marine Corps I rose to the rank of Sergeant lMa jor, the
highest an enlisted man could go, and at the outbreak of war was
scrving as the Battglion Sergeant Major of the Second Battalion,
Fourth Marine Regiment, I served through PBataan and Corregidor,

. was twieo wounded and twice awarded the Purple Heart, and was

awarded the Silver Star decoration for gallantry in action against
the eneny.

is a prisonor, I was cunfincd 2einly in Cabanatuzn Prison Ceamp,
leaving there about the niddle of sugust of 1944, and arrived in
Hanowe Camp. #&kita Prefecture, Honshu Island, Japan, shortly after
the lst day of Soptember, 1944

1 had suffered fran bacillie dysentery, amoebic chronic dysentery,
adema and neuritis beri beri, ambliopia -a sort of dimness of vision
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caused by starvation -, ulcers, malaria, pellagra, and general nal=-
nutrition, among other ailments, &t the time I arrived in Hanowa

my oain sicknesses were chronic amoebic dysentery, recurrent alaria,
pellagra, and both types of beri beri, I weighed about cne hundred °
twenty five pounls, sawe fifty pounds underweight., I had about re-
covered froa ny wounds,

I consider my nental condition perfectly normal, considering the
conditions of ny captivity.

st the time of our arrival, a young Second Lieutenant of tho
Inperial Army was in camend of the camp - 1 recall not his namo -
and he was replaced some six wecks later by one First Licutenant
hsaka of the Japanese Infantry.

There were five hundred enlisted prisoners, Captain Elmer P,
Fleming, Field Artillery Reserve, First Lieutenant Richard T. Pullen,
Chaat ixrtillery Reserve, Major Jackson of the sty Modical Corps, and
First Licuteonant John B, Lany, likewise of tho sodicel Corps. There
were some cight army Medicel Corpsmen, all enlisted, included in the
five hundred,

| For the first ten days we loafed end rested, with extra rice,
but never enough food for our starved bodies. Canp details were sot
by Captain Fleming, and rosters prepered. ‘e were organized into one
zroup to work on the top side of the copper wine, working muck,
encther group to work in the rmachine shop, about four groups to work
beneath the ground, mining ore, & group in the sneltery, and the
aforessaid camp detzail group., This last was the prized end desireble
detail, end was sat by Captain Fleming.

The liitsuibishi Mine Poople had gone to considerable exponse and
trouble to receive us, and had built a new barracks to housc us.
It was better made than the ordinary ¢ anstruction in the villago, as
I could see. It was obvious, since we had all been processed at
Bilibid Frison in the Philippines, and marked "fit" by 4merican doctors
- the sick were taken off the detail « that the Mine folk expected five
hundred able bodied men. However, as I said, I was by Anerican standards
a sick man, end 50 were o8t of the others,

i Japanese Dooctor whon wo called the "Black Prince® came in after
we had been there for a nonth or losse. Major Jackscn was a too kind
hearted man, and had placed abcut three hundred and fifty of these
prisoners on quarters, meaning thoy were too sick to work, He was no
diplonat, hated tho Japancse, and refused to back down from his position
that if those ron went to worky thoy would soon dioe The "Black FPrince®
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shook rniost of thenm off tho list, all but forty, whom he considored
very sick. The rest wore sent to the Mine. It was obvious that the
LAy authorities and Mine folk wanted to know why thosec nen were

not working, and pressure was put on Lieutenant asaka to get them
back to worka

The ‘Doctors were reclieved from all duties, and a medical
gergeant, whoa we called "Cyclops®, ran the sick calls Ho gradually
let the quartcers list incrcanc to nearly eighty men. Licutenant
Rullen, who knew a little Japanosc, was sick call interpreter.
"Cyclops" was totally ignorant of his dutics, and was putting
snooth malingerers of long practice in such on the quartors list,
and sending sick men to wcrke 4round November 20 he sont a
Private of the 4rmy nored Miller up to the Mine to work, and Miller
died on the way back of pneunonia, aggravated by malnutrition.

Lt the sane tine a Jomnese Inspection Party was in the camps. 48 a
result, Poctor Jackson was sent to same Tokyo Hospital or sther)
Doctor Lery partly resured nedical duties, suporvised by "Cyclops® =
a ng? subdued and chastened man - and sore two wecks later, we got
Doctor Dan Golenternek , Captain of the by kiedical Corps, in as
Canp Surgeon. This man was a splendid plyrician, and a master
diplomat in working with the Japanese. ¢ took full charge,

and in a short time, s the bitter cold crue upon us, around

three hundred or more were on the quarters list,

Licutenant asaka even had in civilians for heavy work, such
as clearing snow off the roofa, and emptying thé latrines, cssisted
in this latter, partially, by the prisoners.

*Cyclops" zot up a sort of forty bed hospitel, and tl.i3s begsn
to got batter, ¥roa wvhat 1 personally observed of the adjecent
Chinese cnd Korcan prisoners and the free Japansse Mine workuen,
by Orientzl standards we were treated very woell, By our &prican
standards, we were badly treated, But then there was a war on, and
our captors woere Orientals

Punishnonts were handed out, as far as possible, by Gaptain
Flening, who, as far as I knoew, nover reported a man to the Japansse,
These were of a minor nature, meinly forfeiture of the amall tobacco
ration for theft fraa cach other 2md fraa the common food supplys
The Japenese punished on the spot with a slapping that hurt mostly
our dignity for petty offenses, such asmt saluting properly, being
out of uniforn in freeczing woather, am petty thefts, when detected,

It was sevoral months before Lsaka put any one in the Brig, and

practically every man who went in there richly deserfed it. They
stole fgm fallow prisoners, or fron the canmon food supplye The
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Brig was a tough place, with no heat, and Lsaka let nost of then
out in the cold weather on recamendation of Doctor Golenternek
bofore their sentences had expired.

I considered hsake very lenient in punishment, Men sold in
the Mine Japenese srmy blankets, shoes, and other articles issued
then by the 4rmy and Mime people. In most cases, they werse
reissued new clothes, and nothing rmch was done about it,

However, he required a rigid unilitary etiquette =~ these prie-
soners refused, almost to a ian to cooperate = and his guards slapped
people around plenty, but with no brutal beatings. However, sme of
the eivilian "Guides® were very brutal at the Mine, out of sight of
lLsakg, who alweys stepped in to stop such practices in ry opinion,
as Par as I could see. Sorgeaht Ralph Pope, Enginecrs, 4my, had
his arn brokon by a "Guide® known as "The Rat®, Whether an
offiocial report was ever nmade to hsaka I do not know,

Lfter Licutenant Colonel Walker, &viation, took over as Senior
Off icer Prisoner, he threatened to report men to &saka, and did so
for theft. One Technical Sergeant Lebeau went into the Brig, with
the hearty approwal of all of us, for confirmed and repg¥ted
thieveries, arcund the end of March, and stayed %here, except for
ocoasional hospital treatment, until nearly July, 1945« Colonel
Walker roccarended him to &saka for such punishient, and told us
he had done so, for lebeau rated it.

The only beatings I ever saw the "Cyclops® hand out werc at the
beginning of cold weather, when he ordered ren to be fully clothad
outside barracks, as a health measure. They blithely ignorcd Lis
ordersj one afterncon he laid for them, and slapped thoso he caught
out of uniform. On one other occasion, marching us around for
"*Bango® disnissal as Senior Noncomissioned Fresent, we refusod, in
our hatred and stubborness, to do it with snap and precision, and
scevoral mon were lightly slappede.

On the whole, "Cyoclops® was our fricnd. He gave the sick
moeger gifts, for his pay was very little, and got that hospital
goinge They relieved him around latec March, and his going was
regretted. His successor was & nondesceript *buck passer® , who
did 1little for or against the prisoners, "Cyclops® even- thought
enough of his fomwer patients to core back-and pay them a visit at
his own expenso later on in the surmer, and this should dbe credited
hin as a good nark,

First Scrgeant Jeck Boyd, 4y Infantry, having been informed
by Captain Fleming. who got it from ssaka, that all prisoners were
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to be exccuted in the cvent of o major landing on any one of the
four hane islands, and several cthor orisonors, stcle dynamito,
r caps, and fuscs froa the Mino in order to noke a last ditch defonso
when tho shooting sterted. Thore nust have been farty pounds secreted
undor the floors of the barracks, <4round the cod of 4pril, as we
care in froa tho Mine, we hoard it had boen discovered, and there
| would bo an invostigation. In the Philippinos wo would have been
g shot first, and investigoted lators 4% evening "Bango", dsaka, who :v =
I

spoko English, but noever condescend>d to use it to the prisoners,

addressed us through the Canp Interproter. To our relief, he said

no one would be punished, but the next tine there would be a court
| nertial, ard probable death penalty.

The prisoner rations wore cntirely separate fro: those of the
" Guards, though cookod in the sems galley. Captain Flening, and
later, Colonel ¥“alker, supervised the distribution. These officers
| tried their best to mnke a fair distribution, but the men stole
| fran the food supply, to eat themselves, and sell the recst for
tobacco,

Froan vhat 1 permnally observed, the Guards hed about half as
much nore to eat as we did, and tho Mipc civilians had about the
sane anount, or posaibly a little nore, than us. VYhat 4daka,
Takohnshi d’iut Sergeant and Second in Copmand), Sanhai (Police,
Quartermester, aml Mess Sergeant), and "Cyclops” hed to eat I
cannot say, but I saw this rmech « they lost weight, day by day,
cnd I meke a guoss that the loss averaged twenty pounds per ran.

It would hove been very easy for them to have eaton all they wanted,
and I credit then for their honesty in this mattor.

Chiristtns cae, with Red Cross packages, four twelve pound
boxes por mans To us theso wore the rerost of delicacios. wo
countod thoso precious peckages as they wore unloaded at tho raile
road station, we kpew exactly how many there were., 1 onm positive
that outside of some thefts by the prisoners, no Jamnese ever
stole any of then, e bitterly hatod ksoka bocause de tantalized us
by issuing then in increnents « naybe Dostor Golonternek was back

of that « but this was the best thing for all of us, starved as
We WelXe,

T — O —— — el T N s M B

The Japanese Guards would heve given amything for those packages,
and it was a source of great trouble and worry to 4saka to keep those
packoges properly guarded,

lf.“..

‘ 490ka began to short us on the rationg to build up a storeroan,
; The inpression we gut from the Juponese was the war was to be a
ten year one, cf attrition, and we had better save food for next
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year. The #my, suffering fram the blockade, night not have
enough for us, He prudently built up quite alot. &fter surrendor,
before the planes dropped us "K-rations®, he gave us all we could

eat, and rore besides. ; ‘

Once, with Captain Flening, “akahashi was talking about the
general treatment of prisoners, and I heard hin say, "Oh, you
cannot kill these prisoners. The Comandant (hgaka) is responsible

for their lives and well being."”

411 in all, from pera-nal observation, I considered Asaka
hard and strict, a true professional scldier, who tock care %o

safeguard lives and health, lle had little food and nedicincs
to do it with, and condoned repeated thieveries fraa the ldine of

fuel, trading with the civilions,. and violations of L1y orderss

There were pericdic inspections by the hish camand fran Tokyo
of the prisoners, Soldier-like, Lsaska had the camp cleaned up,

and prisoners dressed their best, just like inspections in our
own «ITy. However, as far cas 4 know, na rrisonor was permitted

to interview the inspecting officers and stote grievances.

In this perticular cemp, only eight .ca died, One wes the
result of & mine cave-in, Private Wernor, U.S. Merine Corps,
one was tuberculosis, First Sergeant MaCarthy, of the &rmy and I

think the rest were plain pneumonia, aggravated by gencral malnutrie
tion amd dispondont heartbreak, Out of five hundred and sixty ncny

for we had received an increase of British prisonors, this scons
to be pretty pood, from what I have heard of other canps. Thore

was positively no sadistic tortures or aggravated brutclity, such
as I pew in the Philippines. Outside of the Brig, and the slappings

fron the Guards, thore was not much to complain of in the way of
punishents,

AT SLN DIEGO, CLLIFORNL.,

This 11th day of Lugust, 1947,

DEPONENT: /S8/ Charles R, Jackmn

I hereby cortify that the foregoing was duly sworn to, aigned
and scaled in the presence of this witness,

Lt the scme place, on the same day,.

Witnoss 3 /S/ Sgmugl be Robertis

. Dafense Counsel
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