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NARRATIVE SULMARY OF THE RECORD = ' Page 417l
August 29, 1947 ' :
DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific - pow

KUDO - Direct

They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,

and other goods, taking advantage of the voyages for diplcmatic—_ exchange
27154  which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. % Certain
' ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the Pows through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and rong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

‘Regarding the exchange of information concerning POYs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notifieqd Japan that the
Central pow Information Rurean would act as intemediery for poy

The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on., efforts
vere exerted with the competent authorities of the poy Information
Bureau, Iome Ministry and Communications, to offer all 1nformation

27155 _ Obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as qQuickly as possible, = They rendered

8ervices so that Similar information might be supplied to the 5wiss and
Argentine representatives acting ag protecting powers. Delay in
supplying information took place in some cases, but they were told that

The Foreign Ministry informed the SWiss Minister thag, regarding

the Ui Be civilian-internegs, they were ready to reply to every individuyal
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the nemes of Persons of
whom information was required. 'This Suggestion was made to conf'omm more
fully to the desires of those concerned to Speed investigation,

CROSS-EXAMINATION By COLONEL MORNANE,

27156 * The witness stated that he ceased to have any conncetion

o

wWith these matters from October 31, 1942, Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred to the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanege nationals in enemy countries
bresided over by Minister 35Uz 81. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign office. SUZUKI hendled a good deal
of the business, but the witness did not know its extent. The witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent
because when he was transferred %o SUZIKI's office he had no concern
7157  * and did not Xnow what happened to any document after it lef't his

He did not mean iu his affidavit that repliea were received
from SUZUKT's department, 7ith regard to POW, they were reccivad from
the POW Information BDureau, and with regard to civilian internees fran
the Home and Overseas Ministries, This did not mean that elthough he
did not make the Tequest directly, but through SUZUKI, the poy Informag-
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD , Page 417
August 29, 1947. | '
DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific - POW i

KUDO - Direct

|

Page

- 27154
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27155
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27156

27157

They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,
and other goods, taking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic exchange
which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. =» Certain
ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the Pows through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regerding the exchange of information concerning POWs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for PO\
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the poy Information
Bureau, Home Ministry and Communications, to offler all information
obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible, # They rendered
gervices so that similar information might be supplied to the Swiss and
Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
Supplying information took bPlace in some cases, but they were told that
1t was due to the difficult conditions in the areas of military operations

and to communication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bad
f&itht

The Foreign Ministry informed the Swiss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every individual
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the names of persons of
whom information was required. This Suggestion was made to conform more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investigation.,

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE .

* The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from October 31, 1942. Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred to the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Jepanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKI. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign office. SUZUKI handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness did not know its extent. The witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent
because vhen he was transferred to SUZUKI's office he had no concern,

He did not mean in his arffidavit. that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. With regard to PoW, they were received- from
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees fram
the Home amd Overseas Ministries, This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, ‘the "Pow Tnforma-
tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign of'fice and not
through SUZUKI. SUZUKI's office had not hean +hite mvme & 3
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD - _ Page 417l
August 29, 1947

DEFENSE - Division V - pPacific - POW
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27154
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27157

| They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,
and other goods, taking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic exchange
which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. # (Qertain
ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the POWs through the Red Cross in japan, Shanghai, and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for ‘pov
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POW Information
Bureau, Home Ministry and Communications, to offer all information
obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible, * They rendered
services so that similar information might be supplied to the Swiss-and
Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
supplying information took place in some cagses, but they were told that
it was due to the difficult conditions in the areas of military operations

and to communication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bag
f&ith.. d _

The Foreign Ministry informed the swiss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every individua)
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the names of persons of
whom information was required. This suggestion was made to conform more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investipation.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE.

* The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from October 31, 1942. Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred to the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKI. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign Office. SUZUKI handled = good deal
of the business, but the witness did not kmow its extent. The witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because vhen he was transferred to SUZUKI's office he had no concern,

* and did not know what happened to any document after it left his
office. '

He did not mean in his affidavit that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. VWith regard to PoW, they were rececived from
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees from
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, the POV Informa-
tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign office and not
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Page

They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,

and other goods, taking advantage of the.voyages for diplomatic exchange

= - 27154  which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. = Certain i
| | ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the Pows through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWs on

December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information RBureau would act as intermediary for pou
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POYW Information
Bureau, Home Ministry and Communications, to offer all information

27155 obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible, = They rendered
services so that similar information might be supplied to the Swiss and
Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
supplying information took place in some cases, but they were told that
1t was due to the difficult conditions in the areas of military operations
and to communication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bad
faith,

The Foreign Ministry informed the Swiss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every individual
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the names of persons of

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE,

27156 * The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from October 31, 1942, Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that Such matters were referred to the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKI. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign Office. SUZUKT handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness did not know its extent. The witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because when he was transferred to SUZKTI's office he had no concern,

27157 * and did not know what happened to any document after it left his
office. '

He did not mean in his affidavit that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. "ith regard to Pow, they were rececived from
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees from
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, the POY Informa-
tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign Qffice and not
througzh SUZUKLe ¢  SUZURTLE OFPFPira had lrnade Wiy e w2 W5
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD .
August 29, 1947

DEFENSE -~ Division V - pPacific - POW
KUDO - Direct

Creadat Page 4174

Page

They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,

' - and other goods,- taking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic éxchange
27154  which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. = Certain
ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the POws through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and [ong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWS on

December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for poy
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POW Information
Bireau, Home Ministry and Comminications, to offer all information

27155 obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as. quickly as possible, = They rendered
services so that similar information might be supplied to the Swiss and
Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
supplying information took pPlace in some .cases, but they were told 'that
it was due to the difficult conditions in the areas of military operations
and to communication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bad
faith.

The Foreign Ministry informed the Swiss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every individuaal
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the nemss of persons of
whom information was required. This suggestion was made to conform more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investigation.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL IMORNANE .

27156 * The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from Qctober 31, 1942. Regarding complaints received
prior to that ‘time, he stated that such matters were referred to the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKT. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign Office. SUZUKT handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness dig not know its extent. The witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because vwhen he was transferred o SUZUKI's office he hed no concern,

27157 # and did not know what happened to any document after it left his

He did not mean in his affidavit that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. TWith regard to POW, they were reccivad from
the POW mnformation Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees fraom
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKT, the POV Informa-
| tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign office and not i
— through SUZUKTI. SU ZUKT 's of'fice hs N0t been thiie nveao+ a3
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27154,

27155

27156
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They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,
and other goods, taking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic exchange
which were being arranged between Japan, U. S., and Britain. =* gertain
ships transported the goods of about /4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the Pows through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for poy
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POW Information
Bireau, Home Ministry and Comminications, to offer all information
obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible, = They rendered
Services so that similar information might be supplied to the Siissaand
Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
Supplying information took place in some cases, but they were told that

-1t was due to the difficult conditions in the areas of military operations

and to communication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bad
faith.

- The Toreign Ministry informed the SWiss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready %o reply to every individuaal
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the names of persons of
whom information was required. This Suggestion was made to conform more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investigation.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE .

* The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from 0October 31, 1942, Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred toc the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKI. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign Office. SUZUKT handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness daid not know its extent. DThe witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because when he was transferred to SUZUKI's office he had no concern,

“ and did not know what happened to any document efter it left his
Office- ‘

He did not mean in his affidavit that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. With regard to POW, they were reccived £rom
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees from
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, the Ppow Informa-

tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign Office and not
thro h U & Nl SUZUKT '8 Q1 11CE ad not hean +hita Aveod~3
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They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,
and other goods, taking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic exchange
which were being arranged between Japan, y. Se, and Britain. = Certain
ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the Pows through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai._ and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for POV
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation,
The Foreign Minister notified compliance, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POYW Information
Bireau, Home Ministry and Communications, to offer all information
obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible, #» They rendered
services so that similar information might be supplied to the Swiss-and

The Foreign Ministry informed the SW1ss Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every aindividual
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the namsg of persons of
whom information was required. This Suggestion was made to conf'orm more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investigation,

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE,

¥ The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
wlth these matters from OQctober 31, 1942, Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred to the

the War Ministry from the Foreign office. SUZUKT handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness did not know its extent. mhe Witneas
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because when he was transferred to SUZUKI's office he had no concern,

* and did not know what happened to any document after it left his

He did not mean in his affidavit that replies were received
from SUZUKI's department. With regard to poy, they were recocived f'rom
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees from
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, the Pow Informa-
tion Bureau ang others replied directly to the Foreign office and not
through SUZUKI. st ZUKT '8 o] B HAA ! MAE RAR e Shaia bl o d s =




oy P . G Rl s Cta R

KON

.~
,f
=

v




§ = M ———
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They exerted themselves successfully to receive food, medicine,
and other goods, talking advantage of the voyages for diplomatic exchange
which were being arranged between Japan, (. S., and Britain. = Certain
ships transported the goods of about 4,500 tons, and they were distrib-

uted to the POWs through the Red Cross in Japan, Shanghai, and Hong Kong,
and at Singapore and Manila where no military officials were stationed.

Regarding the exchange of information concerning POWs on
December 9, 1941, the Geneva Red Cross Committee notified Japan that the
Central POW Information Bureau would act as intermediary for poy
information of both belligerents, and requested Japanese cooperation.
The Foreign Minister notified complience, and from that time on, efforts
were exerted with the competent authorities of the POW Information
Bureau, Home Ministry and Comminications, to offer all information
obtainable to the Geneva Bureau as quickly as possible., =* They rendered

~Services so that similar informetion might be supplied to the Swiss and

Argentine representatives acting as protecting powers. Delay in
supplying information took place in some casea, but they were told that

1t was due to the difficult conditions in the Breas of military opérations
and to comminication difficulties with remote regions, and not to bad
faith.

The Foreign Ministry informed the sSwissa Minister that, regarding
the U. S. civilian internees, they were ready to reply to every individual
inquiry after full investigation, and requested the nemes of persons of
whom information was required. This suggestion was made to conform more
fully to the desires of those concerned to speed investigation.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY COLONEL MORNANE.

* The witness stated that he ceased to have any connection
with these matters from October 31, 1942. Regarding complaints received
prior to that time, he stated that such matters were referred toc the
Second Section of the Treaty Bureau, which sent them to the office
handling matters relating to Japanese nationals in enemy countries
presided over by Minister SUZUKI. They would not send them direct to
the War Ministry from the Foreign Office. SUZUKI handled a good deal
of the business, but the witness did not know its extent. rThe witness
did not know as to what particular ministries complaints would be sent,
because vhen he was transferred to SUZUKI's office he had no concern,

* and did not know what happened to any document after it left his
office, .

He did not mean in his affidavit that repliea were received
from SUZUKI's department. %ith regard to POW, they were reccived -from
the POW Information Bureau, and with regard to civilian internees from
the Home and Overseas Ministries. This did not mean that although he
did not make the request directly, but through SUZUKI, the POW Informa-
tion Bureau and others replied directly to the Foreign office and not
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Page
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Visits to intermment camps in occupied territories were not
permitted by the military while the witness was in office, for these
regions constituted an operational theatre. The Ministry requested the
authorities concerned to be as lenient as possible in POW treatment
in Japan proper, and were always told that treatment was good and equit-
able. * Red Cross delegates, after visits in the camps mentioned, |
reported conditions good, favorable, or excellent.

T0GO informed the Swiss Minister of the food ration supplied
to the internees in Japan on February 13, 1942, to show intermees were
receiving better food than the Japanese generally. It was a statement
regarding present.conditions; and not-a future cotmi tment. Regarding

W treatment in occupied territory, the Ministry had little knowledge.

q.
fhen an inquiry or protest was received, it was sent without

.delay to the authorities concerned asking for necessary information,

and on receipt of the reply it was sent to the countries concerned,
The witness recalled that communications of this nature were made on
POV conditions in Guam, Wake Island, and the Philippines. #* Informa-
tion received was promptly transmitted to the countries concerned.

The Ministry, without means of investigation, had to rely upon such
information, and could do nothing further than to draw attention to
the authorities to the need of according fair and equitable treatment,
éspecially considering the residence of Japanese in enemy countries.

Nothing was known with respect to ill- treatment of Pows in
ocgupied areas unless they were informed by the military or adversary
belligerents. As to POWs on Wake, inquiries were received from the
Swiss Minister at -the beginning of 1942, but they were ingquiries about
conditions and not protests, and they did not fail to transmit them
to the proper authorities, and on receipt of a reply immediately sent
information to the Swiss Minister. A further comminication was made
to him on August 10. * Tt was not known at all that ill-treatment
was carrvied out there, as testified by mr. Steward. The "Bataan Death
March" was also unknown then. 4s for the Thai-Burma Reilway, the matter
was -solely the Army's concern, and no plan of its construction or of '
POW labor there was heard while the witness was in the Bureau of
Treaties,

Concerning relief of POWs early in 1942, the British proposed
to send a Red Cross ship from Australia to bring goods to the POV at
Hong Kong and Singapore. The U. S. Red Cross made a similar proposal
for American POWs at various places in Bast Asia. The Foreign Ministry
approached the Navy, but they maintained that the safety of navigation
could not be guaranteed because of the war situation in the Southwestern
mCifin
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Visits to intermment camps in occupied territories were not
permitted by the military while the witness was in office, for these
regions constituted an operational .theatre. The Ministry requested the
authorities concerned to be as lenient as possible in POW treatment
in Japan proper, and were always told that treatment was good and equit

27151 able. * Red Cross delegates, after visits in the camps mentioned, d
"~ 7 "~ reported conditions' goed, - favorable,  or excellent. Y S

TOGO informed the Swiss Minister of the food ration supplied
to the internees in Japan on February 13, 1942, to show internees were
receiving better food than the Japanese generally. It was a statement
regarding present conditions, and not a future commi tment. Regarding

W treatment in occupied territory, the Ministry had little knowledge.

fen an inquiry or protest was received, it was sent without
delay to the authorities concerned asking for necessary information,
and on receipt of the reply it was sent to the countries concerned,
The witness recalled that comminications of this nature were made on
27152  POW conditions in Guam, Wake Island, and the philippines. % Informa-
tion received was promptly transmitted to the countries concerned.
The Ministry, without means of investigation, had to rely upon such
information, and could do nothing further than to draw attention to
‘the authorities to the need of according fair and equitable treatment,
especially considering the residence of Japanese in enemy countries.

ol Nothing was known with respect to ill-treatment of POWS in
occupied areas unless they wers informed by the militery-or adversary
belligerents. As to POWs on Wake, inquiries were received from the
Swiss Minister at the beginning of 19/2, but they were ingquiries about
conditions and not protests, and they did not fail to transmit them
to the proper authorities, and on receipt of a reply immediately sent
information to the Swiss Minister. A further commnication was made

27153 to him on August 10. #* Tt was not known at all that ill-treatment
was carrvied out there, as testified by Mr. Steward. The "Rataan Death
March" was also unknown then. A4s for the Thai~Burma Railway, the matter
was solely the Army's concern,’ and no plan of its construction or of
POW labor there was heard while the witness was in the Bureau of

Treaties.

Concerning relief of POWs early in 1942, the British proposed
to send a Red Cross ship from Australis to bring goods to the POT at
Hong Kong and Singapore. The U. S. Red Cross made a similar proposal
for American PO¥s at various places in Easat Asia. Theé Foreign Ministry
approached the Navy, but they maintained that the safety of navigation
could not be guaranteed because of the war situation in the Southwestern

“Pacific,

.y, [
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27151

27152

27153

'~ Visits to intermment camps in occupied territories were not
permitied by the military while the witness was in office, for these
regions constituted an operational theatre. The Ministry requested.the
authorities concerned to be as lenient as possible in POW treatment
in Japan proper, and were always told that treatment was good and equit-
able. * Red Creoss delegates, after visits in the camps mentioned,
reported conditions good, favorable, or excellent. T

" TOGO informed the Swiss Minister of the food ration supplied
to the internees in Japan on February 13, 1942, to show internees were
receiving better food 'than the Jepancse generally. It was a statement
regarding present conditions, and not & future commi tment. Regarding

POW treatment in occupied territory, the Ministry had little knowledge.

#hen an inquiry or protest was received, it was sent withmft

_delay to the authorities concerned asking for necessary information,
and on receipt of the reply it was sent to the countries concerned,

The witness recalled that communications of this nature were made on

'™be Ministry, without means of investigation, had to rely upon such

information, and could do nothing further than to draw attention to
the authorities to the need of according fair and equitable treatment,

_ ©especially considering the residence of Japanese in enemy countries,

Nothing was known with respsct to ill- treatment of POWs in
ocoupied areas unless they were informed by the military or adversary
belligerents. As to POWs on Wake, inquiries were received from the
Swiss Minister at the beginning of 1942, but they were inquiries about
conditions and not protests, and they did not fail to transmit them
to the proper authorities, and on receipt of a reply immediately sent
information to the Swiss Minister. A further commnication was made
Yo him on Angust 10, # It was not known at all that 1ll-treatment
was carried out there, as testified by Mr. Steward. The "Bataan Death

- March" was also unknown then. A4s for the Thai-Burma Railway, the matter

was solely the Army's concern, and no plan of its.construction or of
POW labor there was heard while the witness was in the Bureau of
Treaties.

Concerning relief of POwa early in 1942, the RBritish proposed
to send a Red Cross ship from Australia to -bring goods to the Pov at
Hong Kong and Singapore. The U. S. Red Cross made a.similar proposal
for American POWs at ‘various places in East Asia. The Foreipgn Ministry
approached the Navy, but they maintained that the safety of navigation
could not be guaranteed because of the war situation in the Southwestern
Pacific, 3o
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27151

271652

27153

Visits to intermnment camps in occupied territories were not
permitted by the military while the witness was in office, for these
regions constituted an operational theatre. The Ministry reguested the
authorities concerned to be as'lenient as possible. in-POW treatment -
in Japan proper, and were always told that treatment was good and equit--
able. * Red Cross delegates, after visits in the camps mentioned, -
reported conditions-good, favorable, or excellent. e

TOGO informed the Swiss Minister-of the food ration supplied
to the internees in Japan on February 13, 1942, to show internees were
receiving better food than the Japanese generally. It was a statement
regarding ‘present conditions, and not a future commitment. Regarding

OW treatment in occupied territory, the Ministry had little xnowledge.

flen an inquiry or protest was received, it was sent without
delay to the authorities concerned asking for necessary information,
and on receipt of the reply it was sent to the countries concerned,
The witness recalled that communicetions of this nature were made on

POV conditions in Guam, Wake Island, and the Philippines., # Informa-

tion received was promptly transmitted te the countries concerned.

The Ministry, without means of investigation, had to rely upon such
information, and could do nothing further than to draw attention to
the authorities to the need of according fair and equitable treatment,
ospecially considering the residence of Japanese in enemy countries.

Nothing was known with respect to ill-tireatment of POWS in
occupied areas unless they were informed by the military or adversary
belligerents. As to POWs on Wake, inquiries were received from the
Swiss Minister at the beginning of 1942, but they were inquiries about
conditions and not protests, and they did not fail to transmit them
to the proper authoritiés, and on recelipt of a reply immediately sent
information to the sSwiss Minister. A further commnication was made
to him on Angust 10, * It was not known at all that ill-treatment
was carried out there, as testified by Mr. Steward. The "Bataan Death
March" was also unknown then. As for the Thai-Burma Railway, the matter
was solely the Army's concern,' and no plan of its construction or of
POW labor there was heard while the witness was in the Bureau of
Treaties.

Concerning relief of POWs early in 1942, the British proposed
to send a Red Cross ship from Australia to bring goods to the POY at
Hong Kong and Singapore. The U. S. Red Cross mede a similar proposal
for American POWs at various places in East Asia. The Foreign Ministry
approached the Navy, but they maintained that the safety of navigation
could not be guaranteed because of the war situation in the Scuthwestern
Pacific,
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Page 41%&

. DEFENSE - Diviaion v - Pa.cific .
NISHIURA - Direct . S

-----

26,960

26,961

need of materials. The aid from the U:;S. and Britain considered abso-
lutely necessary in war with the Soviet became much more vital. The
Army went ahead to draft a three year plan. As the China affair
progressed, it gradually brought about the anti-Japanese economic
oppression of the U.S., Britain and others and the situation became
critical after the Summer of 1940. However, if relations with the
U.S. and Britain were broken, the Army * could not carry out the
affair and it would upset completing military preparation for defend-
ing Manchuria. in view of the frequent armed conflicts with the Soviet.

They had never thought of warring with the U.S. and Britain
and they believed they would come through the crisis. They could not

~change their view and prepare for war against the U.S. and Britain,-

which would have been natural in view of public opinion. " There was A
set tradition of defense against the Soviet and no one who knew any-

‘thing -about the material situation in the event of war with the Ul
“and ‘Britain was aware. of the difficultiea that would confront Japan.

This prevented making whole hearted preparation. The solving of the
China affair and preparing for defense against the Soviet was more

than the Japanese Army.could handle.

Even if full preﬁaretion for war with the U.S.. and Britain
was ordered, they could not do so due to lack of materials and the
budget. From the middle of 1941, the situation grew worse daily and

"the consensus of -Army opinion wgs to hurry and reach an agreement

diplomatically and avoid a dangerous situation.

- There was no cross-examination.

A
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A need of materials. The aid from the U.S. and Britain considered abso~- -
s ean e lutely necessary in war-with-the Soviet- became much mére vital.” Thé
Army went ahead to draft a three year plan. As the China affair
progressed, it gradually brought about the anti-Japanese economic
oppression of the U.S., Britain and others and the-situation became -
e ‘eritieal ‘after the Summer-of 1940.- However, if ralations with the’
26,960 U.S. and Britain were broken, the Army * could not carry out the
.~ affair and it would upset completing military preparation for defend-
ing Manchuria in view of the frequent armed conflicts with the Soviet.

They had never thought of warring with the U.S. and Britain

and they believed they would come through the crisis. They could not
change their view and prepare for war against the U.S. and Britain.
which would have been natural in view of public opinion. There waqﬁa Ty’
set tradition of defense against the Soviet and no one who knew any-
- thing about .the material_ situation in the event of war with the U.S.
and-Britain was aware of the difficulties that would confront Japan.

s Ll v pTGVentéd.making*whole hearted preparation. The solving of the
China affair and preparing for defense against the Soviet was more
than the Japanese Army could handle.

26,981 W "Even ‘if full preparation for war with the U.S. anderitain ¥
was ordered, they could not do so due to lack of materials and the
budget. From the middle of 1941, the situation grew worse daily and

- the consensus of Army opinion was to hurry and reach an-agreement:
T 777 7 diplomatically and avoid a dangerous sifuation.

There was no cross-examination.

--------
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need of materials. ~ The'ald from the U.S:-and- Britain-conaidared.nbso- :
lutely necessary in war with-the Soviet became much more vital. The
Army went ahead to draft a three year'pl '''''' As the China affair
..progressed, it gradually brought about the anti-Japaneae sconomic
oppression of the U. S., Britain and others and the situation became
critical after the Summer of 1940, However, if relations with the

... 26,960 U.S. and Britain were broken, the Army * could not carry out the

affair and it would upset completing military preparatiou for defend-
ing Manchuria in. view of the frequent armed conflicte- with -the .Soviet.

They had never thought of warring with the U.S. and Britain
and -they believed they would come through the crisis. They could not
change their view and prepare for war against the U.5. and Britain,
which would have been natural in view of public opinion. There was 8
set tradition of defense against the Soviet and no one who knew any-
thing about the material situation in the event of war with -the U.S.
and Britain was aware of ‘the difficulties that would confront Japan..
This prevented making whole hearted preparation. The solving of the

. China affair and preparing for defense against-the Soviet was more
" ~%than':the Japanesa Army . could handle.

-

26,961 Even if full preparation. for war with the U.sS. and Britain
was ordered, they could not do so due to lack of . materials and the
~-budget. From the middle of 1941, the situation grew worse daily and
the consensus of Army 0pinion was to hurry and reach an -agreement -
diplomatically and avoid a dangerous aituation. *

. There was no'Croas-exaﬁiﬁaiiPn;1_
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- o= méed of materials. The aid from the U:5. and-Britain considered abso-

lutely necessary in war with the Soviet became much more vital. The
Army went ahead to draft a three year plan. .As the:China affair
- progressed, it.gradually brought about the anti-Japanese economic
' ‘Ooppression of the U, S., Britain and others -and the -situation became
; critical after the Summer of 1940. However, if relations with the
3 26,960 U.S. and Britain were broken, the Army * could not carry out the
| : affalr. and it.would upset completing military preparation for defend-
: © 7 " ing Manchuria in view of the frequent armed conflicts with the Soviet.

They had never thought of warring with the U.S. and Britain
| : and they believed they would come through the crisis. They could not
| o " change their view and prepare for war against the U.S5; and Britain,
which would have been natural in view of public opinion. There was,_a
set tradition of defense against the Soviet and no ‘dne who knew any-
-thing gbont.the material aituation in the event of war with the U.S,

" “and Britain was aware of the difficulties that would confront Japan.
This prevented making whole hearted preparation. The solving of.the
China affair and preparing for defense against- the Soviet was more

“than: the..Japanese ‘Army could handle.

— ——

26,961 Even if full preparation for war with the U.S, and Britain ..
| was ordered, they could not do so due to lack'of materials and the

| ' budget. From the middle of 1941, the situation grew worse daily and
the consensus of Army opinion was to hurry and reach an agreement
diplomatically and avoid a dangerous situation. -

There was no cross-examination.
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" need of materials. The aid from the U:S: and-Britain considered abso-.
lutely necessary in war with the Soviet. became much more vital. The
‘Army went ahead to draft a three year plan. ‘As ‘the China affair
.. progresaed, it gradually brought about the anti-Japanese economic
oppression of the U.S., Britain an& others and-the situation becama
critical after the Summer of 1940, “However, if relations with the
26,960 = U.S. and Britain were broken, the Army * could not carry out the
Pt el - affair-and it would upeet completing military preparation for defend--
ing Manchuria in view of- the frequent armed conflicts with the-Soviet.

1 They had never thought of warring with the U.S. and Britain
and they believed they would come through the crisis. They could not -
change their view and prepare for war again#t the U;S. and Britain,.
which would have been natural in view of public opinion. There wasg, a

> _ ... set tradition of defense against the Soviet and no one who knew any-
B —thdng: about. the material situation in the event of war with the U.S.
and Britain was aware of the difficultiea tHat would confront Japan..
Thie prevented making whole hearted ‘prepargtion. The solving of the
China affair and preparing for defense against the Soviet. was more

“than the-Japanese. A::my could handle. Womm

- - - -
- —_—

26,961 Even if full preparation for war.with -the U.S. and Britain
. - .was ordered, they could not do so due to lack of materials gnd.the
budget. From the middle of 1941, the situation grew worse daily and— - --
the consensus of Army “opinion was to hurry and reach an agreement
diplomatically and avoid a dangerous: aitugtigp,l

- —

Thefe was no cross-examination.
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"YOSHIDA-= Direct 3

Page DIRECT EXAMINATION OF YOSHIDA, Tosuke
by MR. BLEWETT

26,971 The witness stated he lived in Osaka. He identified Exhibit

No. 3025 as his affidavit and after making a correction, verified.it..

- The witness stated that he was Chief of the Treasury Section, Finance
. ...Bureau, Finance Ministry, from January 1941 to October 1942. He stated

26,972 " that military notes were for use of. armed forces while in operations

and did not belong to ordinary currency but in view of their bearing on .

. the obligations of the treasury, their handling was under the treasury
- section of the Finance Ministry, do far as the matters concerned wvere
internal and except when handled by the military itself.

In January 1941, the Amy requesied the Ministry to print and

- -Amanufﬁéturghmllgtary notes in forelgn currencies of the southern regions.

<6,973 * In the same month, the Finance Ministry decislon was made, and print-
ing and manufacturing order sent to the printing office, a government
. ....organization. In May, a certain number of such notes had been vrinted
~*~ and manufactured and contimied thereafter. About the middle of October,
the Army asked the Finance Minietry to take measures for dealing with
the military notes. The Vinance Minietry was working on drult measures
.when the Cabinet change took place on 18 October 1941, and KAYA Decame

~‘Filnarice Minister.

On October 22, they comnleted the draft entitled "The Igsugnce:-
of Military Notes with Foreigm Currency Denominatione” to be submitted
-~ " "'for-approval to the Ministers concerned. The draft was sent to Mr.
<6,974 KAYA. KAYA showed deep concern * over matters relative to the issuing
of military notes, rarticularly to the part that provided that “suéh
‘notes should be issued preparing for the eventuality of taking military
opération-dn-thewsouthigqqg when they will be used by the armed forces
in payment of military expenditures. ' He warned,thax.thigupgqaage.
while not erroneous was inmdequate to fully expresa what was intended.
e T The Armmy requests the notes to be prepared beforehand because it
O - . 'fearedﬁthe-oxignncieg_ghqq_hoatilitiaa had begun. But Japan had by
no means decided to wage any war., The draft- should, therefore, say
that they want to be provided with measures relating to military notes
-~ -—-in-advance as a sort of: general preparedness to cope with an unexpected
- BVEREYT S e rd s\ el )

The document should make this clear. The Ministry on October

11m 26,975 - 29 decided on a document which included the import * of KAYA's remark

"'ﬁnd“unnexedrétmaa;agrqfq;qnqq_tq the end of the first document. This
was approved by the respective ministries concerned. After approval

.....
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Page .. . DIRKCT EXAMINATION OF YOSHIDA: -Tosuke -.
| ' " by MR. BLEWETT | |
88,97 4 --Thauwitnesa,atgged he lived in Osaka. He identified Exhibit

Ho. 3025 as his affidavit and after making a correction,. verified it.
The witness stated that he was Chief of the Treasury Section, Finance
Bureau, Finance Ministry, from January 1941 to October 1942. He stated

- 26,972 % that military notes. were for use of armed forces while in operations

and did not belong to ordinary currency ‘but in view- of their bearing on
the obligations of the treasury, their handling was under the treasury
section of the Finance Ministry, go far as the matters concerned were
internal and except when handled by the military itself.

In January 1941, the Amy requested the Ministry to print and

manufacture military notes in foreign currencies of the southern gegions.

0D
o]

L
-\J
&

* In the same month, the.Finance_M;n;atry decision was made, and print-
ing and manufacturing order sent to the priating office; a government
organization. In May, a certain number of such notes had been vrinted
the Army ‘aeKed the -‘Finance Minlstry to take measures for dealing with
‘the military notes. The }inancs Minisify Gﬁﬂfﬂﬁrking'on'druft measures
when the Cabinet change took place on 18 October 1941, and XAYA became

‘—=-.~. . Finance Minister.

On October -22, thay complﬁged the draft entitled "The-Issuance
of Military Notes with Foreign Currency Denominations” to be submitted
.. for approval to the Ministers concerned. The draft was sent to Mr.

26,974  KAYA. KAYA ghowed deep concern * over matters relative to the issuing

of military notes, particularly to the part that provided that such
notes should be issued preparing for the eventuality of taking military
operation in the South Seas when they will be used by the armed forces
in payment of military expenditures. He warned that this passage,
while not erroneous was inadequate to fully express what wzs 4intended.
The Army requests the notes to be prepared beforehand because it

feared the exigencies when hostilities had begun. But Japan had by

no means decided to wage any war. The draft should, therefore, say

..... L
-

that they want to be provided with measures relating to 'military notes
in advance as a sort of general preparedness to cope with an unexpected
event.

The document-should make this clear. The Ministry on October

26,975 29 decided on a document which included the import * of KAYA's remark

o v-ee...ang annexed it as a reference to the end of the first document. This
was approved by the respective minisgtries concerned. After apprgval

. 2nd manufactured and continued thereafter. About the middle of October,
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the document was kept in the Treasury Section. TKe issuance of military
" " notes maant thé erediting by the Bank of Japan .to the.other government
deposit at the bank of the amount of the military notes received by the

* - _ bank and the cabinet printing office.

- Exnibiv No. 3026, an’ instrument referring to the issuance of

military currency for use in the southern areas was admitted into evi-
dence. :

- b e

ﬁéﬁ;ggbrh”+. | There was no cross-sxzmination * but“the-&ttentdon.ofnthe-Tni- '
bunal was called to Exhibit No. 852, communications 9 and 10.

-t

s v o, BxBADAY No. 3026 stated that in view of present international
situation and if 'in Gase when war ‘plans in the -south are. made.for an ™ .
unexpected eventuslity in the future and considering the necessity which
may arise, the issuing of military notes in foreign denomination shall

.ﬂ_ﬂ._,,“pqhmgdg”gg“gggpq;gtory measure to provide for paying military expenditures.
- There was a note that issuing of military notes im the past-was . decided.
by cabinet conference because they were issued at the time of actual
- - .use., Since the present issue is only a preparatory measure for an un-
e oo .. expected event in the future, it was decided * by the ministries

concerned oﬁij. pending report to the cabinet if an emergency happened .
requiring their use. 2

a o l_:‘_}'r_

é EL

- -.-n-'l P S w—

- .The note shall be issued against an eventuality of military !
operation in the South Seas to ba used by the armed forces-concerned .. . |
in paying military expenditures. When necessary they shall be con- )
verted into Japanese currency. The handling procedures will be |

-established by the Minister of Finance in consultation with the War
and Navy Ministers. ' ' = v ‘o - S

- -
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the document was kept in the Treasury Sadtion. The lssuance of military

notes meant the crediting by the Bank of Japan to the other government

“deposit-at’ the bank of the amount ‘of the military notves refeived dy the

bank: and. tha cabinet printing office.

Exhibit No. 3026, an instrument referring to the issuance of
military ‘currency fof use in the southern areas was admitted into evi-
dence. . . .. B (s =~

There was no cross-examination * but the attention of thg Qrti.

bunal was called to Exhibit No. 852, communications 9 and 10.

Exhibit No. 2026 stated that in view of present international
sltuation and if in case when war plans in the south are made for an &'
- Turexpecfed ‘eventiallty in the future and considering the necessity which
- nay-arise, the issuing of military notes in.forelgn denomination shall
. be made as preparatory measure to provide for paying military expenditures,
There was a note that issuing of military notes in the past was decided
by cabinét conferende because they were issued at the &

”O'bfﬂhﬁfﬁll
uee.. Since the present issue .is only & preparatory measure for an un-
expected event in the future, it was decided * by the ministries

concerned only, pending report to the cabinet if an emergency happened

requiring thelr use.

The note shall be issued against an eventuality of military
operation in the South Seas to bHe used by the armed fogpgu'conce?ngd_‘.

in paying military expenditures. When necessary they shall be con-
verted into Japanese currency. --The handling procedurss will be
established by the Minister of Finance in consultation with the War

-
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the document was kept in the Iréaiur&wSEpﬁibn. ‘The- {asuance of.military f
-'notes meant the orediting by the Bank of Japan to the other government

depoeit at the bank of the amount of the military notes received dy the
bank and %he cabinet printing office..

¥

_ ~ - Exhidis No;*soae}‘an.fnutruﬁcnt‘rofeffiﬁgfto ihs issuance of
r military currency for use in the southern areas was admitted into evi-
: dence.

| 26,980 r Ther;”wéi;ﬁo'crola-eiamindtion * but the attention of the Tri-
| bunal was called to Exhibit No. 852, communications 9 and 10.

ﬂ oy r g . Exhibiy No. 3026 stated that in-view of present internationsl’
| eltuation and if in case when war plans in the south are made for an® .
unexpected eventuality in the future and considering the necessity which
nay .arise, the issuing of military notes in foreign denomination shall .
... be made. as_preparatory measure. to provide for paying military expenditures.
"There was a note that lssuing of military notes in the past wae decided
by cabinet conferende because they were issued at the time of actual
-~ - use.. BSince the present issue is only & preparatory neasure for an un- o+
& . . .eXpecied event .in. the future, it was decided *® by -the ministries- -

condsrned only, pending repors to the cabinet if an emergency happened
requiring their use.

. - The note -shall be issued against an eventuality of military =~

© " operation in the Bouth Seas to be used by the armed forces concerned
| in paying military expenditures. When necessary they shall be con-
+ verted into Japanese currency. The handling proocedures will bde

established by. the Minister of Finance in consultation with the War
and Navy Minigters.
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26,982 The witness identified Exhibit No. 3027 as his affidavit and ?

26,984 verified it. ¥ The affidavit stated that the witness was Chief of
Uparational Planning in the General .Staff from October 12, 1540 to
December 7, 1942. In the conference for the 1941 peacetiie operations
plan held in 1940 * the Chief of Staff adopted a draft for southern

. operations almost identical with the previous year. It was purely a
technical provisicn for defense; an annual program being part of the
feneral peacetine national defense plan. This draft has been burred:
Under that plan, a major part of Japan's peacetime operations plan
for defensive operation plans againss the Soviet consisted of defenvive

s prcparatiora.-zn point of quantity as well as qualigy ‘

- il -

The first thiag to be done in sach year's plan was tc defime
. .an. outline of anti- Soviet defense plan. Only when this was finisned _
was the operational plan foér the south-considered. It was deemed E
gecondary and supplementary. There was no stress on 1it. 1% was some- ;
26,986 times nothing more than a paper plan. * There was nothing concrete in
-*--openational1prepnrationu for the south. The plan for 1941 wae of ihe
26,987 same nature. * According to this program; if-a war broke ovut with the
U.S., measures were t0 be limited to occupying the Philippines and B
Guam and the capture of U.S. military bases in the Far Zast. It never
- - had any detalled plan or preparation against posaible attack from the
meinland of the U.S. which might be expected-to follow.  An anti-
American operational plan would have included a possible Dverall
attack by main U.S, forces and with the extended scope of the plan,

a - would have been wider and more complicated.

-y il
—

The question when and where the war would end would have been
the key point to be decided beforehand. The Japanese plan never '
referred to this essential point and touched only on operations sgealnst
U.S. bases in the Far East. Xven offensive actions against Hawall were
not taken into account. This war due to the fact that priority wes giien -

o6, 988 toc the defensive plan and Japan's * national power could noi stand sucn

"~ operations. Also Japan's sole aim was to drive away imminent threatis.
It wes unnecessary further to wage war with the U.S.--As.ic Redfaln: . .
while it was true that Japan had the idea in case of war to ¢apture tne
military bases such as Singapore or Hong Kong, there were no concrete
~plans-prepared for this. Burma, Indla, Australia, etc., were never

contemplated. The same was true as to the NEI. Actual--condiligns.did _
not allow for the planning of simultaneous operations against wmore than

two countries including the U.S., Britain, and Netherlands. 3She ald
i,
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26,982 e witness identified Exhibit No. 3027 as his affidavit and
26,984 verified it. ¥ The affidavit stated that the witness was Chief of
Fr s e Operational Planning in- the_General Staff from October 12, 1540 to
- December 7, 1942. In the conference for the 1941 peacetime operations
[y plan held in 1940 * the Chief of Staff adopted a draft for southern
operations almost identical with the previous year. It was purely a
"techriical provisica for defense, an annual program belng part of the
general peaceline national defense plan. This dreft hes been burned.
Under that plan, a major part of Jepan's peacetlime operations plan
for defensive sreration plans agalnst the Soviet consisted of defensive
preparations, in point of quantity s well as quality. |
The first thing to be done in each year's plan was Lo deilme
an outline of anti-Soviet defense plan. Only when this was finished
was the operational plan for the south considered. It was deemed
gecondary and supplementary. There was no stress on it. 1f was scme-
26,986 times nothing more than a paper plan., * There was nothing concrete 1iu
o _Qperational preparationu for the south. The plan for 1941 wae oI Tie
26,987 same nature. * According to this program,. if a war broke put with the
U.S., measures were to be limited to occupylng the Philippinca and
Guam and the capture of U.S. military bases in the Far Eaet. It never
had any detailed plan or preparation against possible attack frop ihe
mainland of the U.S. which might be expected-to.follow,  An anti-
American operational plan would have included a poszible overall
attack by main U.S. forces and with the extended scope ol the Dlen,
~would have been wider and more complicated.

The question when and where the war would end would have Geer
the key point to be decided beforehand. The Japanese plan never
referred to this essential point and touched only on operatlions sgalnst
U.S. bases in the Far East., Even offensive amotlens against Haweil were

56,988 to the defensive plan and Japan's * national power could nol stand sucr
' operaticns. Also Japan's sole aim was to drive away imminent threstis.
It was unnecessary further to wage war with ‘the U.S.. Aa.jo Britain,
while it was true that Japan had the idea in case of war to capture itne
military bases such as Singapore or Hong Kong, there were no concrete
| g % . -.plang prepared for this. Burma, Indla, Australia, etc., were never
L ‘ contemplated. The same was trué as to the- NEI:w--Aetual .conditions did
; not allow for the planning of simultaneous operations against wore thax
two countries including the U.S., Britain, and Netherlands. 3She did

mo

not taken intc account. This was due to the fact that priority wes giien
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20,982 The wilness iuentificd Exnibit No. 3027 as his affidavit and A

26,984 verified it. * The affidavit stated that the wiilness was Chief of
Operational Planning in- the General Staff from October 12, 1540 to

; : ' ‘December 7, 1942. In the conference for the 1941 peacetine operations™

| plan held in 1940 * the Chief of Staff adopted ' a draft for southern

operations almost identical with the previous year. It was purely a

| technical provi-1r4 for defense, an annual program being part of the

(55 " peneral peaceétine national defense plan. ' This draft has been buined:

L Under that plan, a major part of Jepan's peacetime operations plan

for dafensive nreration plans againsty the Soviet consisted of defemneslive

preparatiors, in peint of quantity as well as quality.

. The first thing %o be donrne in each year's plan was to defime
.an outline of anti-Soviet defense plan. Only when this was finisned
wad the operational plan for the south considered. It was deemed

" gecondary and supplementary. There was no strege on 1%, It ‘Wae 2ome-

26,986 times nothing more than a paper plan. * There was nothing concrete 1a

o2 - -operational preparations for the south. The plan for 1941 was of ile
26,987 same nature. ® According to this program, if a war broke out with the
* 3 S.. measures were to be limited to occupylng the Fhilippines and
Guam and the capture of U.S. military bases in the Far Eggt. It never
had any detailed plan or preparation against possible attack fron LLe
mainland of the U.S. which might be expected to follow. An anti- :
American operationnl plan would have included a posaible overall g
attack by main U.S, forces and with the extended scope of the plan,
would have been wider and more complicated.

* The question when and where the war would end weuld have been
the key point to be decided beforehand. The Japanese plan never
referred to this essential point and touched only on operations agalnst

~ U.S. bases in the Far East. XLven offensive acticne-againsi Hewal}l wers
not taken intc account. This was due to the fact that prierity wes gi«on
76,388 to the defensive plan and Jgpan's * national power could noi sivand sucn
' " pperaticns. Also Japan's sole aim was to drive away lmuinent threats.
L [t was unnecessary further to wage war with the U.S, --As.tc.Britgdn. |
' while it was true that Japan had the idea in case of wvar to capiure Lh.e
{ military bases such as Singapore or Hong Kong, there were no concrete
plans ovrepared for this. DBurma, Indla, Australia., etc.. were never
contemplated. .The same was true as to the NEI.  Actuwal--conGlitiopns did
A not allow for the planning of simultaneous operatlons against wore thaxu
i two countries including the U.S., Britain, and Netherlands. 3ke did
1
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MENMORANDUM FOR:  mp, Sutton‘;/l&'. Comyns- Carr

FROM EDWARD P. MCNAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS
SUBJECT : Defense Witness

l. Please find attached hereto list of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

D EFENDANT

KIDO

WITNES

LIST OF MATERTAL AVAILABLE

MAKINO, Nobuaki Curriculum Vitae

2. Please aceknowledge receipt of this memor

andum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office

27
Incl

‘ EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above)

17 Oct 1947
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Born:

MAKINO, Nobuaki

October 1861

Social Status? Peer in Kagoshima Prefecture

1879 Dec. 11

1880 Mar. 9

1881 Aug. 20

1883 Oct. 14

1883 Oct. 31
Nov. 9
Dec. 3

Dec, 25
1884 Mar, 22

June 12

1885 Jan. 22

Feb. 24

Appointed to serve in the Foreign Ministry. Poreign Ministry
Position and treatment shall be in proportion

to those officials of the HANNIN' rank,
Attached to the person in charge of the revision

of Treaties. Foreign Ministry
Appointed Third Secretary. Foreign Ministry
Ordered to serve in the Legation in London, .
Britain., Foreign Ministry
Government post abolished.

Appointed chancellor. Foreign Ministry
Granted an annual salary of 380 pounds ‘in

English currency. Preign Ministry

Ordered home,

Relieved of main post at own request, Foreign Ministry
Appointed Junior Secretary of the Cabinet.

Ordered to make an official trip to Kyoto, Osaka
and Shizuoka Prefectures. Cabinet

Conferred 7th Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Appointed concurrently to serve in the Institutions
Investigation Bureau. Cabinet

Ordered to make an official trip to Niigata, Yamesgata,
Fukushima, Miyagi and Iwate Prefectures.

Appointed concurrently Probational member of the
Board of Councillors.

Granted a monmthly salary of 100 yen proportionate to 7th
Rank of Civil Service. Cabinet

Opdered to serve in the Judicial Department. Bbard of Councillors

Order_od to accompany Special Envoy and Ambassador
Plenipotentiary, Count IT0, Hirohumi to China. Cabinet

e




1885 May 7
Dec. 22

Dec. 24

Dec., 26

1886 Apr. 10

May 26
Jul., 8

Jul. 12

Jul. 31

Sep.

Nov.

1888 May 5

1888 May 20

Sep. 11

Sep. 21

Ordered home.

Relieved of main and concurrent posts.

Ordered to serve in the Legislation Department. Buresu of
Legislation

Appointed member of the Investigation Committee
to discuss public works espenses requested by the
Governor and the Prefe#tural Assembly of Tottori
Prefecture for repairs of demeges by flood disaster.
Bureau of Legia-

lation
Received 4th rank of SONIN official and granted
senior grade salary. Cabinet
Appointed Senjior Secretary of Hyogo Prefecture.
Conferred 6th Court Rank, Junior Grade.
Iocal Government organization revised.
Appointed Secretary of Hyogo Prefecture.
Assumed post on August 6th.
Received 3rd Rank of SONIN Official.
Granted senior grade salary. Cabinet
Appointed official in charge of making reports for
the Official Gazette. Hyogo Prefecture
Appointed chief of the lst Department. Hyogo Prefecture

Appointed Chairman of the Ordinary Examination Committee.
Hyogo Prefecture

Appointed Confidential Secretary to the érmier.
Received 3rd Rank SONIN Official and granted senior
grade salary. ; Cabinet

Ordered to make an official trip to Hyogo Prefecture

to settle the remaining business of former post held.
Cabinet

Granted 50yen per month for expenses as Secretary.
Cabinet

Permitted to regceive as neck-tie pin granted by

Prinee Fredrid “eopold of Prussia for the services
rendered when the Prince come to Japan during tenurse of
office as Secretary of Hycgo Prefecture. Cabinet

Appointed Commissioner for the Ordinary Civil Service
Examination. Cabinet

-2-




1888 Dec. 24

1889 Mar. 19

May 21

July 9

Nov, 12

May 29

Dec. 17

Feb. 24

Jul, 22

Dec, 2

Appointed member of Investigation Committee

for the Fromlgation Ceremony of the Constitution.
Cabinet, verbal
order

Appointed concurrently Councillor of the Bureau
of Legislation.

Assumed the post on the same day.

Received 3rd Rank Sonin of official. Cabinet

Ordered to serve in the Administrative Department.
Bureau of Legislation

Appointed member of Government Organization
Investigation Committee. Cabinet

Received 2nd Rank SONIN of official and granted
intermediate grade salary, Cabinet
Assumed the post on Nov. 13th.

Granted the Medal in Commemoration of the Pmmu-
lgation of the Constitute of the Japanese Empire.

Appointed Chief of the Archives Bureau of the
Cabinet.

Assumed the post on the same day.

Received 2nd Rank of SONIN official and granted

intremediate grade salary., Cabinet
Assumed the post on the seme day.

concurrently
Appointed/Chief of the Official Gazette Bureau of
Cabinet,
Assumed the post on the same day.
Received 2nd Rank of SONIN official. Cabinet

Entrusted with receiving the purchase-money of the

official Gazettes and paying it to the Finance

Ministry. Chief Secretary of
the Cabinet

Entrusted with accounts for ordinary articles, as

well as articles used at the printing factory under

control of the Official Gazette Bureau, the Collectisn

of Ordinances for official gazettes, and the list of

Government officials etec. Chief Secretary of the
Cabinet

Entrusted with charge of accounts, purchase and repair
of books under control of the Cabinet. Chief Secretary

of the Cabinet
Documental Secretariat established in the Imperial
Household Ministry.
Appointed concurrently Secretary of Documental Secretariat.

Ministry. Imperial Bousehold
-3 = Ministry
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1890 Dec. 2: Received 2nd Rank of SONIN official. Imperial House- ?

Hold Ministr
Dec, 22 Granted a bonus of 100 yen for performing duties 4 '
delligently. Cabinet
1890 Sep. 24 Relieved of concurrent post. Cabinet .
Accepted on the same day. :
1891 Mar., 30 Relieved of duty as member of the Government
Organization Investigation Committee. Cabinet
performing duties dilligently
Mar, 31 Granted a bonus of 50 yen for/as member of the
Government Organization Investigation Committee ;
verbal notification. Cabinet
May 4 Appointed Commissioner for Ordinary Civil Service
Examination. Cabinet
May 9 Appointed member of the Government organization ;
: Investigation Committee. Cabinet '
May 19 Granted senior grade salary. Cabinet
Jul. 24 Relieved of duty as member of the Government
Organization Investigation Committee. Cabinet
Ordered to take charge of the remaining business
of the above Committee. Cabinet
Jul, 25 Granted 150 yen for dilligent services as member of
the above Committee verbal notification. Cabinet
Aug. 13 Appointed Governor of Fukui Prefecture.
Received 2nd Rank of CHOKUNIN official Cabinet
Aug. 16 Official Renk Salary Ordinance abolished and salary
system established.
Dec. 2 Conferred 5th Court Rank, Senior Grade,
1892 Nov. 16 Appointed Governor of 'Ibaraki Prefecture. Cabinet
Nov. 17 Ordered to make an official trip to Ifukui Prefecture
to hand over the former duties. Home Ministry
Nov. 20 List of government posts and ranks “of Higher Civil
and Military Services abolished.
1893 Mar, 10 Appointed Vice-Education Minister. Cabinet
Received 2nd rank of Higher Civil Service. Cabinet
Mar. 13 Ordered to make an official trip to Ibaraki Prefecture
to hand over the duties of former post. Education
Ministry
Mar. 31 Appointed Acting Chief of the Bureau of Special
School Affairs, Education
Ministry
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Jun. 19
Oct, 12

Nov. 24

Dec, 28
1894 Mey 8

Dec. 23

Dec. 24

Feb, 1

Feb, 20

Dec. 19

Dec, 29

1896 Mar. 26

Appointed Chairman of the Temporary Committee
on Examination of licences to teach Normal, Middle,
and Girls' Higher Schools. Education Ministry

Redived of duty as Acting Chief of the Bureau
of Special School Affairs, Education Ministry

Ordered to take an official trip to Miyagd Prefecture.
Education “1n:|.stry

Appointed Government representative /in the Diet/
in charge of the affairs under the jurisdiction
of the Education Ministry, Cabinet
Avarded the Order of Sacred Treasure, 4th Order of Merit.

Appointed Government representative /in the Diet/ in
charge of the affairs under the jurisdiction of the
Education Ministry. Cabinet
The same as above. Cabinet

Received 1lst Rank of Higher Civil Service.
Cabinet

Appointed Examiner for the FPourth Home Industrial
Exhibition, Cabinet

Conferred 4th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Appointed Chief of 5th Department. Bureau of Business

Affairs for the Exhibition

Ordered to make an official trip to the branch

office in Kyoto. Bureau of Business
Affeirs for the Exhibition

Appointed Government representatives /in the Diet/
in charge &f the affairs under the jurisdiction of
the Education Ministry. Cabinet

Appointed Commissioner of the Formosan Business
Affairs Bureau, Cabinet

Awarded the Order of Sacred Treasure, 3rd Order
of Merit.

Granted the Medal with Blue Ribbon established by
Imperial Decree on 7 December 1881, and was commended
for meritorious services rendered as Examiner of the

B
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1896 Apr. 10

Oct. 28

D.c. 19

1897 Jan. 19

May 25

1899 May 2

1899 Ost. 12

1899 Nov., 2

1900 Mar 10
1501 May 17

of the Pourth Fome Industrial Exhibition hela
in 1895, and as Chief of the 5th Department,

in allotting work for examiners under his

and supervision of them as that both examination

out effectively, Bureau of
Decorations.

The Government organization of the Mormosan
Business Affairs Bureau abolished.

Appointed member of the Temporary Committee for
Investigation of Administrative Affairs, Cabinet

Appointed Government representative /in the Diet/
in charge of the affairs under the Jurisdiction

of the Education Ministry. Cabinet
Appointed member of the Treaty Enforcement
Preparation Commi ttee, Cabinet
Appointed Envoy Special and Minister Plenipotentia.ry.
Cabinet

Received lst Rank of Higher Civil Service., Cabinet
Granted lst Grade Salary. Cabinet
Ordered to reside in Rome, Italy, Cabinet
Relieved of residence in Italy and ordered to
reside in Adstria. Cabinet
Attitionally appointed minister to Suitzerland.

’ Cabinet

Awarded the Order of Sacred Treasure 2nd Order
of Merit.

Allowed to receive and wear the Order of Crown, 1lst
Class, presented by Italian Emperor Bureau of Decorations.
Allowed to receive and wear the Order of "Souveur”,

Conferred the 4th Court Rank, Senior Grade,

Allowed to receive and wear the Order of Iron Crown,
lst Class proesented from Austrian-Bungarian Enperor,
Bureau of

Docoratgd with the Order o Double Rays of the
Rising "un for the services in Hsinkuo Empire of
China Incident of 1900.

Decorated with the Order of Double Rays of the
Rising Sun,.

-6 -




1906 Jan. 4
1906 Mar, 25

1906 Mar, 27

1906 Apr, 26

1906 Apr. 1

1907 Nov. 4
1908 Oct. 15

1908 Apr. 20
1908 May 2

1908 Jul. 1
1909 Nov. 17
1911 May 10

1911 Aug. 30
1912 Nov. 9

1912 Dec. 21

1913 Feb, 20

1912 Aug, 1
191} Mar, 31

191} 4pr, 2

Conferred the 3rd Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Ordered home. Foreing Ministry
Returned home.

Appointed Education Minister.

Allowed to receive and wear the grand cordon of the
Austrian Order of Leopold.

Awarded the Grand Cordon of the Imperial Order of the
Rising Sun,

Granted annuity of 740 yen for the services in 1904-5
Incident.

Bureau of the meritorious services, made a BRaron.

Allowed to receive and wear the Order of Treasure Star and the
Third Order of the Double Dragons.

Conferred the 3rd Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Allowed to receive and wear the Russian Order of the
White Eagle.

Allowed to receive and wear the Grand Order of the Plum
Flower of Korea. '

Relieved of the main duties at own request.

Appointed a Privy Councillor.

Appointed member of Editing Committee for Meiji
Restoration data, Cabinet

Appointed Agriculture and Commerce Minister
Concurrently and temporarily appointed Education Minister.

Relieved of the main and additonal posts at own request.
Cabinet

Appointed Foreign Minister.
Conferred the Medal commemorating the Annexation of Korea.

Appointed member of the House of Peers by Article 1,
paragraph 4 of the House of Peers' Ordinance.

Allowed to receive and wear the Italian Order of "San
Mauries et Lazare" First Order.

O o
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1914 Apr. 16 Relieved of the main duties at own. Cabinet

1914 Apr. 17 Specially granted the privileges of the
Former Post. Cabinet
1916 Jan, 22 Appointed member of the Board of Trustees of
Peers' School.
1916 Apr. 1 Granted 1500 yen for services in 1914-5 Incident.
,I - 1915 Nov. 10 Conferred the Commemoration Medal of the
| Coronation Ceremony.
1917 Jun. 6 Appointed member of the Foreign Policy Temporary
Investigation Committee. Cabinet
Specially granted privileges of a Minister of State.
1918 Oat, 26 Allowed to receive and wear the Spanish Order of
"Charles III" 1st Order. Bureau of Decorations
1918 Dec. 3 Ordered to make an official trip to Burope.Cabinet
1919 Jan. 13 Appointed Poace Plenipotentiary. Cabinet
1919 Sep. 20 Imperial Message.

" We appointed you as plenipotentiary to attend the
Peace Conference and now you have returned and made
a report efter having performed your duty. You have
been abroad for several months, working diligently
and negotiating cleverly.

We are very pleased with your services."

|

1920 Jun 19 Ordered to appear at Court after mourning. Cabinet

1920 Sept. 7 Specially elevated to Viscount because of his
meritorious services.
Decorated with the Gramd Cordon of the Imperial Order
of the Rising Sun with Pawlownia Flowers and granted
a sum of 5000 yen for services dealing with the peace
treaty with Germany and 1915-1920 Incident.
Received the Grand Cordon of the Imperial Order of the

. Vo a ".._ ™. .ii-:- - =
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Rising Sun with Pawlownia Flowers. Bureau of Decorations
1921 Feb. 19 Appointed Imperial Household Minister. Imperial House-
hold Ministry
Relieved as member of the Board of Trustees of Peers'
School., Imperial Household
Ministry
1621 Mar. 19 Relieved as member Foreign Policy of Temporary Investi-
gation Committee at own request. Cabinet

- 8 -




1921 Mar, 2

1921 Aug. 30
1921 Oct. 8
1922 Sep. 25
1925 Apr. 30

1925 Apr. 9

1927 Dec. 15
1928 Dec. 21

1928 Dec. 28

1931]. Jul., 1

1935 Oct., 25
1935 Jan. 5
1935 Dec., 26

1935 Dec. 26

1936 Jan. 20

1934 Apr. 29

1936 Jan. 20

Relieved as member of the House of Peers at own
request.

Conferred the Second Court Rank, Junior Grade.

Appointed Councillor. Cabinet

Awarded one set of Golden Cups.

Relieved of the main duties at own request. Imperial Fousehold
p ) Ministry.
Appointed lord Keeper of the “rivy Seal.

Specially conferred title of "Count® for meritorious
services.

Conferred the Second Court Rank, Senior Grade.

Granted long service allowance of 1000 yen. Imperial Household
Ministry

Granted one set of Golden Cups.

Appointed adviser to the Editing Cogmittee for the
publication of the "Era of Emperor eiji'. Imperial Household
| Ministry

Ordered to go to Xagoshime and Miyazaki Prefectures
to attend the Emperor, Imperial Household
Ministry

Relieved of attendance to the Imperial Trip to
Kagoshima and Miyazaki Prefectures. Imperial Bousehodd
Ministry

Granted annual salary of 8000 yen and long

service allowance of 1000 yen. Imperial Household

Ministry
Relieved of the main duties at own request. ‘
Specially granted privileges of former post. .

Appointed economic adviser of Imperial Household, "

Granted one set of Golden Cups for services in 19314
Incident,

You have been responsible for the important posts as
Minister of Imperial Household and Lord Keeper of Privy
Seal for more than ten year, During these year, you
have worked very hard day and night. You have
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helped and advised us. We appreciate your service
and labor. Nor you want to resign because of illness.

lg deeply regret it.

Take good care of yourself.

Imperial Fousehold Ministry
(Not recorded in the Official
Gazette)
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INTERNATION.L MILIT.RY TRIBUNAL FOR THE RAR BAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ot a1 |

-VS=

-suidnly Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION

Deponent : MAKINO, Nopuaki

Having first duly sworn ean oeth as on attached shcet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.
Affidavit

1, MAKING, Nobuaki. make oath end say as follows:

l. I am in my eighty-sixth year. I am Count and holder of the First Class

Order of Paulownia and scnior grade of the second e¢less Court renk.

The principal posts of my official career were:
After being accredited to Italy and Austria conjointly with Switzerland

as Mnister, I was appointed Minister of Bducation in'1906 a Privy Councillor

in 1909, Minister of Agriculturo and Commerce in 1912 and Minister of Forecign

Affairs in 1913. 1In 1919, I was eppointcd Delesste to the Paris Pcace Con-

ference, represcnting Japen. I was appointed Minister of the Imporial

Houschold in Februery, 1921. In March, 1925 when I recsigned as ﬁﬁnister of
the Imperiel Houschold, I wes appointed ILord Keeper of the Privy Seal. 1IN
April, the same yecar, I wes crcated Count in recognition of my sorvices, O..
Docember 26, 1935 when I resigned os Lord Keeper of the Privy Secl, owing
to i1l heelth, I wes sccorded the honorable trecatment due to the lLord Keeper
of the Privy Secl.  In Jonuory, 1936, I wes appointed Economiec Advisor to

=%
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the Imperianl Family, which post I still hold.
s The post of Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal (Neidaijin)
'S 2'ro¥ in the Meiji era for the purpose of investing
the late Prince S:NJO, Sanetomi with =a court office. It had
its inception, therefore, in the creation of a court office
for the sake of an eminent retiring court noble. The statute
governing the orgenimation of the office of Lord Keeper of
the Privy Seal stipulated that the Lord Keeper of the Privy
Seal tnke custody of the Privy Seal and the State Seal and
offer joji hohitsu (constant advice) to the Emperor., The
statute was in force till the office of the Lord Keeper of
the Privy Se:l was abolished following the termination of
the war., It is true that the office of Lord Keeper of the
Privy Sesl took cherge of affixing the Privy Seal and the
State Seal to documents under legal provisions, but it was
nothing more or less than a formality to mark as originsl
copies Imperiil Rescripts and legislations which had
already been approved bv other machineries of the state., It

was entirely a2 formalistic act. In affixing the Privy Seal

or the sStnte Seal to documents, the Lord Keeper of the Privy

Seal legally had no
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aﬁthority or duty to examine their contents. And as a matter

of fact, there was no case of such examlnation done, still less
the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal'd refusal to affix the Privy

Seal or the State Seal to documents., Therefore, the Tord
Keeper of the Privy Seal was not expected to assumesany re-

Sponsibility for the Imperial Rescripts or legislations to
which he affixed the Frivy Seal or the State Seal. During

my tenure of office as Lord Keeper of khe Privy Seal, I dis-
charged my official duty in aceordance with this gulding
principle.,

S« The Lord Keeper of the ‘rivy Seal was called upnn to offer
22]ji hohitsu or advice to the Wmpercr on His Majesty's command

In the conduct of State affairs in general, hewever, the Con-

- Y 'Y
‘.h . 1 - ‘.-

stitution §old), Article 55 provides that all ¥inisters of
State shall advise the Emperor; in matters pertaining to the
High Command or the fighting services, the regulations pertain-
Ing to the Army General Staff and the Navy General Staff
stipulate thnt the Chiefs of Staff of the Army and Navy of

the fighting services shall have direct access to the Throne

ant cffer advice t~ His Majesty; and in the conduct of Imperial

Court arfairs, the organization of the Imperial Household

Department provides that the Minlster of the Imperial Fouse-
hold advise thc Fiiperor. The ILord Feceper of the Privy Seal

was not in a position to offey advice to the ™mperor on those
affarirs. As a matter of fact, during my eleven-year tanure

of office as Lord Kesper of the Privy Seal, T never went bevyond

this limit in offering advice to His Majesty. If the Emperor
-5-
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adked the Lord Keeper of the frivy Seal for his advice on any
state mﬁtters and the Ford Keeper of the ¥Yrivy Seal in obliged
to give his private~ppinion but it 1is understood that it is
no concern of actual affairs. It is part of the Lord Keeper
duties to relate to the Pmperor any information the Lord Keepeer
may recelve with respect to public affairs., Tnasmuch as Marquis
KIDC who was Chief Secretary to me when I was Iord Keeper of
the Privy Eual was fuily acquainted with my way of of fering

joji hohitsu or advice to the Wmperor, it is my firm bellef,

on information I have received, that he strictly observed this
1imit in offering advice to the ¥wmperor during his tenure of
office as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal.

4{ 1t was the late Prince SAIONJI who reddered the most sub-
stantial services in educating the present Emperor. Prince

SAICNJI thought it most impertant for the Wmperor to guard

his position as donstitusional monarch zealously. In pursuanc
of this principle he guided the Fmperor, vigilantly gurding
-against any responsiblility being shifted on to the ™mperor

for political action taken by the Government. I pursied the
same principle as the FPrince. And it has been the policy,
steadfastly followed by the Imperial family since the *mpe ror

MRIJI, The present Tmperor has never rejected a petition,
filed by the Government authorities. And on the strength

pf my 15 year service close to the Throne, ¥ positively
believe that the present Emperor has never followed political
views offered by those other than the Government authorities.

-4-
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And on the strength of my 15 years .service diesetbotthe Threng,
I positively belleve that the pres:nt Tmperof has n-7er foliowed

political views offered by those other than the Government
authorities. On August 10, 1945, when I prgoeeded to the

Imperial Palace to have an audiende with the Tmperor, I met
Marguis KIDO. oOn that occasion, I obtained a full tmpression

-that the Marquis was dolng hls best to zealously guard the

Pmperor's position as constitutlional mona in accordance with
the 0ld tradition of the Imperial court,

5., A clear demarcation has been drawn bztween the Imperial

court and the Government since thec Meijl PRestoration of 1868.

There would be no distinection between the Imperial Court and

the Government should a court official eclose to the Throne take

| an active part 1n-politics or should a high Govnannnt-official
wield a powefful infiuence in court circles. When the late
Prince ITO, HIROBUMI, then Frimre Minister, concumrently._assumed
the post of ¥inister of the Imperial Household in order to
-reform the Iperial court which tlll then followed -the Kyoto
tradition, and again when the late “rince KATSTURA, "Taro, then
Iord Keeper of the Privy Seal accepted the Imperial command to
form a succeeding Cabinet in 1910, they came in for hurricanes
of popular denunciations. During my tenure of office as Lord
Keeper of the Privy Seel,,I paid special attentlion to observe
e clear demarcation betwren the court and the Government.
Neecdless to say that no less close attention was paid to this

point by Marquis KIDO under me during his tenure of offlce

~
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Chief Secrctary tc the
as Chief Secretary to ths Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal,

6. Affairs of State were not covered by joji hohitsu or
advice, offédred by the Lord Keepef of the frivy Seal to the
Pmperor, as already peinted out. At a poilitical change;
however, it became a custom for the Emperor to ask the Lord

Keeper of the Privy Secal about a succeeding Prime Minister.
On the part of the Lord Keeper cf thr+PrLVY Seal, .% wua e
it was also customary for him tc reply to His Majesty that
it would be precper to seek the views of the Genro or ®lder
Statesmen. This reply to the Throne was nothing but a frrmal

one. In pursuance of his pevly the Fmperor would send the

Brand Chamberlain to the Wlider Statesmen in order to seeck thed

views on the succeeding Prime Minister.

Later Frince SAICNJI bLecame the only surviving Genro or

mlder Statesmam, and when he advgnced 1n age, he sought the

views of the Senior Sta®ecmen (jushin) (former Prime Ministers)

for Informatlcn and recommended the succeeding Prime Minister
after taking into consideration their views. For inhtance,'

when- the SAITO Cabinct resigned, Prince SAIONJI on Tmperial

sanction called a meeting of the ex-rremiers, Fresident of the

PPivy Council, the retiring Prime anistnr and the Lord Keeper

of the Irivy Sesl and s=ought their views, after which the Frince

recommended Admiral OREDA to the Throne as succeeding Prime

Minister on his own responsibllity. _ -
e
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Tt is cleer that selection of a succeeding Prime Winilster
has never been done by an individual's private opinion, but has
been traditicnally made on the basis of coordinated views of
several Flder Statesmen or Wlder Statesmen and Senl-r Statesme:
After the death of Prince SAIONJI, The only surviving Genrec or
»lder Statesm&n; the TLord Keeper of the Frivy Seal was called ur
upon to~recommﬁﬁdén:uucceédigngrmmeVEﬁninter:ﬁO'thﬂ Theaone s
mpue t0 tradition, however, the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal
under ITmperial command sought the views of the Senior Statesmen,
after which it was customary for him to recommend a suiltable
perscn to the Throne as succeeding Prime Minister on the basis
of their views.

puring my ll-year tenure of office and also during Marquils
KIDO's tenure of office as Lord Keeper of the Privy S=al, 8
selection of succceding Prime Viinisters was decne through the
above=-mentioned prenesses then ~bserved and submitted to the
Throne. Under no cifcumstanoces was a succeeding Prime Ministe
selected on the basis of the Lcrd Keeper of the Privy Seal's
private view. I
7. Nothing would be a grosser mistake than to think that the
Tord Keeper of the Frivy Seal must heve curried favor with the
military on the alleged ground that the Prime Minister, recom-
monded %0 the Throne by the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal con-
tained a high percentage of servicemen. It was at first legaly
provided that the Minlster of War be chosen from among Generals'

o'7 o
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in aétive service, but the provision in questionwas vevised
under the YAMANOTO Cabinet so as to make those on the retired
list eligible for the protfolio of War. TUnder the HIROTA Cabinet
in 1936, however, the revision was repealed and the cld provision

was revived at the instance of General TTRAUCHI, Hisaichi, then
Minister of War, so that 1t was stipulated afresh that the Vinist.

of War be chosen from among the Generals and Lisutenant-Generals
In active service. This method paved the way for the military
to effect é politiaal Interventlon. T, case the so-called Three
Blg Heads of the Army, that is, the Chief nf Staff of the Army,
Inspector-General of Military wducation and Minist-r of War
jointly refused to recommend a succeeding War ¥Minister, it would
disable the Prime Minister designate to form = succeeding Cabinet
though he was commanded by the Emﬁeror tc form a new Cabinst,

Fof he could not choose the candidate from among the Generals

"n the retlered list while a Cabinet in formation r equired the

acquliescence of the Army by custom. In the second SAICNJI

Cablnet when I was Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, the

then Winister of War WYRHARA resigned when he could not ged the

assent of the Cabinet to his proposed increase of two new
divisions. SAICNJI went to YAMAGATA asdéking hils help to suggest
UYFHARA's successor. The latter's reply was that he could not,
under the circumstances,-render useful advice. SAION.TT saw that
further effort was cf no avall, s» he resigned. As snother

example éeneral UGAKI was commanded by the Tmparor to form s
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new Cabinect and this proved'abortive.baaause of his inability

to obtaln a War Minister of his own chcice. The first important
condition, therefore, for selection cf a succeeding Prime Vinistﬂ!
was that the candidate in question would be able to obtain a
war Minlster without difficulty. Hence a high percentage of
Prime Ministers selected and recommendcd were service men.

8. It was on October 28, 1930 that Marguls KIDO was app-inted
Chief Secretary tc the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal, which post
I was holding. Hls appointment was done through the interquiary
of Prince KCNCIM. Prior to hls appcintment as Chief Secretary

t> the Lord Eeeper of the Privy Seal, Marquis KIDO was a division.
al chief of the Minlstry of Commerce and ‘Industyy, Marquis KIDO
assisted me as Chief Secfetary till December 26, 1935 when I
resigned as Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal. When Frince FONCYR
recommended Marquls KIDO to me as Chief Secretary to the Lord
Keeper of' the Privy Seal, I drow his attention to the fact that

a comparably young man would be hardly suitable for the post

of Chief Secretary to the Lord ¥zever of the Frivy Seal which
was a slnecure without any routine duty to attend to and that

the Chief Secretary to the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal must

be fair and impartial without any political ccloring. Pr nce
KONCY® assured me that Marquis KIDO had no polititailleaning

and would be best qualified for the post, so that I chose the
Marquis as Chief Seapetary. I was highly satisfied that during
my tenure of office as Lord K=aeper of the Frivy Seal, all
informations gathered by VMarquis KIDO as Chief Secretary were
inveriably impartial and neutral, not being partial to the w -t
military or any particular political organization.
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9. On the strength of my observaticns of ™arquis KIDO, made
in my daily contact with him as Chief Sesgretary to the Lord

-+ Sl for five years, the Marquls was clear-
Headed well-developned in cormon Sense, versed in the law and
had no meen order of business abllities, TIdeologically hks
believed in rationalism and liberalism; politically, he respected
constitutional governnment, his 1ideal béing a Party Cabinet, based
on & sound party system. Tt 1is not the truth that he colludeqd

with the gumbatsu or military clique of unheld militarism and

aggression.
10. T myself was Te€glrded with hostility by the military ang

extreme nationalists as pro-British and pro-fmerican paclfist
and advocate of the status quo with the result that the rightist.
of servicemen 'and bivilians attempted to assassinate me ne less
than four times. The first abortive attempt at my assassination

was made by the Ketsu~-méidan (Rlood Frotherhood) in Warch, 1032

when naval men and civiliens, opposed to the TLondon Naval Treaty,
roseé In arms. The segond attempt was made on May 15, 1932

when the so-called May 15th indident broke out. The incident

was started by those Army and Navy officdrs and men opposed to
party politics. They attacked the official residence of the

Lord Keeper of the Priyy Seal and threw_bombs a1t . A thlrd
attempt at my assassination which also proved abortive was made
by the Shimpei Tai (Gedsent troops) in 1933. The so-called
godsent troops consisted of c¢ivilian rightists and servicemen,

“who advocated the Showa?RecborutmnniiniimiﬁﬁtiﬁanthhG“HQéj1
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Restoratlon of 1868, denouncing liberalism and materialism.

They attempted a large~scale terroristic action; but their plot
was nipped in the bud. A fourth attempt at my assassination

was made when the February. 26th incident broke. out. A party of
young Army officer at the head of their nin rowse in rehedlion
in attempts to overthrow the influences alread§+ in existence,
stimulated by opposition to the London Naval Treaty and advocacy
vigofaous action for settlement of the Manchurian Incident.

4 squad of them attacked a hotel at YUGAWARA where T was staying
and showered machine gun bullets upon it. Fortunately, however ,
I had a narrow escape.

Abortive as those attempts at my assassination were, they
were all made during my tenure of offiece as Lord Keeper of the
Privy Seal, and after which grim fact shows in no equlvocal
terms that the recalcitrant elements vigllantly watched fcr an
opportunity to get rid of the incumbent of the post of Iord
Keeper of the Privy Seal as unisance. Later, when VMarquis KIDO
assumed the post of Lord Keeper of the Frivy Seal; rightists g
groups attempted to assassinate him on occasions more than once ,

In referring to my personal affairs, in this affidavit T
was prompted by the desire to clarify the traditional policy
of the Lord Keeper of the Privy Seal on the one hand and on the
other to show what atmosphere prevailed in Imperial court circles
since the day of the ®mperor Meiji, bullder of modern Japan.
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On this 1 day of Mar., 1947
At

DFPONENT /S/  MAKINO, Nobuaki (seal)

i, KIDO, Takahiko hereby certify that the above atatement

was sworn by the Deponet, who affixed his signature and seal

thereto in the presence of this withess.

bn the same date

At same place

Witnesst /8/ KIDO, Takahiko (seal)

OATH

In accordance with my conscience T swear to tell the

whole truth withhelding nothing and adding nothing.

/8/ VAKINO, Nobuaki (seal)
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