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sheet and in accordance with the proceaurc iollowed
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Def Doc No.

on this 3°  day of March 1947

it TAKEHARAMACH ! Ay R0 CHIMA

DEPOIENT NS A/ Mo KA Z_ﬂ*-.aﬂ: L EBAL)

e —————

i B /WAMATSY, Hatese hereby certify thut the above

statcment was sworn by the Deponet, wno . fixed his signuturc

and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the sane date

o e ams place

LA Ty Mals® (soa)

witness: (signed)

OATH:.

In accordunce with ny conscience 1 swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

//rf///uu/r’é’,)%qafé( il )
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Defs Doce # 2288 Exhe Noo

Translated by
Defense Language Branca

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL IFOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICa, et al
-V -

ARusKI, Sadao, ot al

SKORN DEFOSITION (i'rinsiution)
Daponent: NISHIMURA, Zonithhi

Having first duly swern an oath as on attached shcet and in accordance

with the procedurc followed in my country I hereby depose as follovise

14 My name is NISHIMUR, Zendohl, I am 59 years old. At present I
live in retirement in TAKEHARA-MACHI, KialVOGUN, HIRCSHIMA FREF,

2, On the day when the first atemic bomb wns dropped at HIRCSHINA,
hugust 6, 1945, I was at 4echome, HCNCHO-DORI, of the city. I
hercby state as follows as to the state of affairs at that time.

3. It was the moraing.ru¥h hour in the morning and as the neighbor-
Bood where I lived wuas 2 busy guaerter of the city, some neighbers who
had just arisc: thegors: ¢ enjoying the cool air out-of-doors in their
usual sumrmer clothos.

The air-raid warning alarm had bcen cancelled early in the morning,
so that I vizs sitting at home in kimono taking it easy.
I remember it was nh:-uf ten past eights I was taking tea sitting

in a relaged pc«ivx . hco suddenly a flash of lightadims rushed into

NS e

»
e
X g
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my eyes and, quick as thcught, I fell down on my face. 1In an insi ...
it turned pitch-dark around me and at the seme time I lost conscicu™

ness.
It was as bright as usual vhen later I regained my senses.
I found broken pieces of windowe-pane all cver me, for I was near the

window. Clearing off splinters, I tried in vain to stand on my feet.

when the ceiling of tho next room was kaard ic fell with a terrible
the
crash. After extreme efforts I was able to stand, when bhond gushed

out ~‘oed %oti. from my month and nosec.

Distractedly running cutside I jumped into the uir rnid shelter and
lay on my backe FPresently it became quict all around, so I crept
out of the dug-cut.s I found then that my summer kimono was entirely

stained with bloode I threw off the kimono and put on a coat and

trousers in a grect hurry. The right half of my body was cut and
injured all over with glass splinterss

After about five minutcs, I was walking down the GION streei among
rofugees.s On my way, there were a lot of pecople who were suffering
from severc pain causcd by burns, lying on their back and coverang
their faces with their handss I went to @ primary school and had an
injections In the beginning there vere few peopie about the dispensary
as, I think, I was carlier than them in arriving there. While I was
taking & rest thurc, crowds of people came there one after another for

shelter or medical treatment and in ten minutes the yard was filled

%with such pecplc, 4 VYezou to feel pain on my burned left leg. Once

a8 B _-_.-. l'iﬂ_-:;;_"
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again I entered the dispensary but socn came out, for I was tald i.:.

medical sexvice was fully occupied for the treatment of badly burn:.

n
or dying people. In the mB%Pime. the people in the yard became excit. ¢

wien a warning shout was repeatedly heard that the school would soen

be in danger, for flames were raging on all sides. I raiscd myself

and joined the refugees, but at the sight of the blazing flames, shoot=-
ing sparks and dark smokes all around us, I‘lika others, zould not
rightly mako out which was the safest directien to take,

At last I took tho way to the hill following the others, Men and women
wailing for help --- littlé children desperatcly erying for their
parsnts --- all such injurcd people were erying by the road side, ‘It

was nothing but hcll on earth,

To the quostion whether I saw any traglec situation of other people,

I would answer that I do not remember any, for all I could do was to

do my best to protest my own life. I can find no eother suitable 8XProg=-

sion than calling tha situaticn "ghastly,"

Fresontly I came tc = bridge. (By that time the greatcr part of the
refugecs had died, for they could nor wali or cscape safely.) I went

down to the water as I fclt thirsty. But how couwld I drink? There in
the Tiver lay one corpse on top of the ether among them vere those wha
were hall burned. About s8ix or seven thousand bodies wers piled there
in the river as far ss my eyes could reach. These viere perhaps the
people who reached the river for shelter and died there,

Some bodiecs wzr: <till burning., The most stfikingly piteous of all

“- 3 -




o

|
lg Def. Doc. # 2288

A
which I witnesscd waec the cass of several tens of girl studenta. .= !}
: \
arm-band of each girl indicated that they were students mobilized for |

|

factory labor service, Some were burned to the extent of almost hall
the body. Some iay dead wearing almost no clothes. Some girls wvhe ucd
blocd-stained facos could be considered the less misergblc among them,
I do not have words to cxplain the horrible situation at that time.

| uni tout
Lo I was so slightly injursd that I could wzlk independont 3¢ others' help,

T — ————

‘ but not without difficulty. The nearer we approached the hill, the less

people follovwed us and, at length, only femldouwlicobeddh tHalkill.

i sight of a group cof boy students vere on thoir way to refuge giving
agsistance to friends whe could not walk vas so moving that I could not
help shedding tears.

I walked on for a long time until I came to a farmer(e house. As soon
as I entered the housc for e papse I fainted. It was two days leter
that I regained my senses, I found that I had been 12id at 2 cornsr of
the yard where there was a pile of corpses sowro of which looked like
black or red ogres. Later 1 was told that thcse pecple werc among the

fifty neighbors who hed been to HIRQSHIMA to assist in the building
avacuation work there. Evory one of these fifty men vwias killed that day.
5e Aftor that I entoursd hospital and underwent medical treatment for the

ensuing, tvwclve menths until I was cureds, Ny fingers do not werk.well.

and they hurt in vintecrs. Ny legs hurt terribly for some time when the

"burns festorcd and even at proscnt I often fecl pain in my lcgse




