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SWORI - DEPOSITION
Hoirg A mens
Deponent : A

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attachcd shoecu

and in accordance with the procedure followed in 1y country

I hereby depose as follows.




AFFPIDAVIT

1. I, Koichi Sakume by name, has been engaged in tle legal

profession since the 40th year of Meiji (1907) as & member

of the Lawyers' Association in Tokyo.

I was the chairmen of the said association during the period
between April 1944 zand March 1945. On April 14, 1944 at my
request Mr. Kays, ex-Finance Minister, delivered a lecture at
Tokyo Lawyers' Agsocistion hall for the sake of the members of
the association.

About 100 members of the association gathered then and listened
to Mr. Kaya's lecture. After hig lecture seversl guestions were
put to Mr. Kayas.

The substance of his lecture consisted of sn explanation of the
neture of the Greater Agig Viar (ss the Pacific Var waa‘called).
touching on the war-time financial ead=acorewie problemé 1I_nclulld-
ing the igasuance of national bornds snd the encouragement.of*‘

savings.

4. As to the reesons how the Grester Agia War broke out he explained

in the following gist:
E wes
The freedom of internetional trade %% being restrzined in an

increasing degree end therewi: en apparent tendency of the .
world being split into severeal econo@ie blocs. The Japanese
ceonomylwfats steadily being driw;en into a position of isolation
end, what vﬁe‘ﬁs worse, economic pressurewzs being brought to bear
upen this country by'America; Britain and others. The situation
confronting Japan was such that if the negotiations between

Japan and America had failéd. the Japanese economy wee destined

- to be ruined. The Japanese-American parley did not develop &s

Japan desired, and 1f she ﬂhould yield to the American contention
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it wes evident, judged from circumstances, that Japan would

virtually lose her legitimate rights and interests in the Agiatic

Continent. In sddition, there wss & so-called A.B.C.D. allign-
ment against Japan being stesdily strengthened, which drove us
to feer sn attsck from the enemy. Under these circumstances
Japan wes forced to resolve on wsr for the gake of her national
existence.

Japen won & victery both in the 3ino-Japesnese and the Russo-
Jepanese wers, end the Japanese nation seem to think that &
wer marks & milestone of the country's expansion snd progress,
least fearing eny danger of the enemy's invasion into‘their
homeland. Such a feeling comes Irom Japan's victory in her
wars against China snd Russia. #he Bussd-Japanese War had its
cause in the Russian menace gagainst us which wes fastiextend}ng
southward.- After the battle of lMukden the Jepanese military
gtrongth wags substentislly weskened &nd there wes much danger
and difficulty threatening this country. The Gregter Asis Var
is a war on which Japan stakes her destiny of whether she ;11}

live or die."
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On tnis _/ &  duy OI‘JLM, 1947

*#
w H# 2
, B
DIPUNENT /6_1,@(, MM‘_( Scal )

1 - .
) 1ereby certriy that the avove

statenent was sworn Ly tite Leponet, who affixed his signature

- o Yo - 1,_.-' ¥ e B e
und Seal tllel‘etc-‘ ]1 111,.'(_; p' ‘-Jt.- _-I';I"'.:F 'DL t.‘.l.'. td ve d tllt.:vl.:"h}t

Il tple h..i'-.-..LL(.f (J.L-.tca

ftt W
(\
Witness: (signead }%A‘{g M__(ﬂcd)

04LTH
In accordance with my conscience I awear to telil the

whole truth withhelding nothing and edding nothing.

MJQ/‘%( seal)
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Translated Dby
Defense lLanguage Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA, et al

:“JKI,'Sada., et al

Sworn Deposition (Translation}
Deponent ; == SAﬁUNA, Koichi
faving first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country
T hereby depﬁse as follows. _
1. T, Kalchi Sakuma by name, has been engaged in the legdl
profession since the 4Cth year of Heiﬁi,(lgovj as a member

of the TLawyers' Assocliation in_Tokyo.
5, T was the chairman of the said association during the period

between April 1944 and ¥arch 1945, On April 14, 1944 at my
request Mr. Kaya, ex-Finance Minister, delivered a lecturs

at Tokyo Laewyers! Assoclatlon hall for the sake of the
members of the aasociaticn; *

%3 . About 100 members of the agsociation gathered then and

1istened to Mr. Kaya's lecture. After his lecture several

questions were put to ¥r. Kaya.
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DRF. DOC. #8558

The substance o' "3 sulve ~ jate' g’ of an explanaticn of
the nature of the fiicraver Asii w:1 2o the Paéific war was
called). touching on the war-time financial problems includ-
ing the issuance of national bonds and the encouragement of
savings. * |

*s to the reasons how the Greater Asle War broke out he

.7 *1lned iIn the following giste
"The freedom of internatienal trade'waa~§éing restrained

in &n increasing degree and ﬁhare was an apparent tendency
of‘the world being gplit inte several economic blocs. The
Japanese economy was Steadily being driven into a position
of isolation and, what was wi}ae, economic pressure was
being brought to bear upon this country by America, Britain
and others. The situation confrenting Japan wés such that
17 the negotlations between Japan and America had failed,
the Japanese economy was destined to be ruined. The
Japanese-American parley 4id net develop as Japan desired,
and 1f she should yleld te the American contention it was
evident, judged frem cirouﬁatances; that Japan would

virtually lose her legitimate rights and interes:s in the
Aslatic Continent. In additien, there was a so-callicd

A.B.C,D. hlignment ageinst Japan being stcaalily
strengthened, which dreve us to fear an attock f-on the

enemy. TUnder these circumstances Japan was forced to
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resolve on war for the sake of her national existence.
'ﬁapan won a victory.both.iﬁ the Sino-Japanese and the
Russo-Japanese wars, and the Japanese nation seem to
think that a war marks a milestone of the country's
expansion and progress, least fearing any danger of the
-~amy's invasion into their homeland. Such a feeling
cunes from Japan's victory in her wars againatJChina

and Russla. The Russo-Japanese War had its cause in tﬁe
Pusslian menace against us which was fast extendjng
southward. After the battle of Mukden thc Japanese
military strength was substantially weakened and there
was much danger and difficulty threatening this country.
The Greater Asia War is a war on which Japan stakes her

destiny of whether she will live or die."

On this 18 day of June, 1947

At my offlice

DEPONENT /S/ SAKUMA, Koichi (seal)

——

I, T. Nakada, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed uLis;

signature and seal thereto in the presence of *his witness

On the same date
At Sakumat's off?ce

e —

Witness: /S/ NAKADA, Tamae (seal)

—
[ - O -
"l
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OATH

In accordance with my ¢ensclence I swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ SAKUMA, Koichl (seaif




