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SUMMARY

Colonel Suglite wes =boerd = destroyer which wae escorting the transvorts
sunk in the Battle of the Sismerck -ea (3 March 1943). He gives his best
recollection 2s to the composition of the convoy end its purvose.




(Gen Crabb) What vere your duties during your Lse supply convoy activities,
what we call the Bismarck Sea operations?

(Mr. "aji) He was en intelligence officer during the time he was in Rabau!,
put during the time of the Lae transportation he was liaison
officer between the 8th Area Army and the 18th Army. The 8th
Ares Army was situated in Rabaul.

Ag such, would he have information regsrding the planning of the L: e
operation

He understood the general situation at the time.

sould he know how manymerchant shios and how many escort ships were in
the operstiont

There were 8 commercial shios and 8 destroyers in the group. In the
commercial ships there were 1 or 2 cargo boats, not in addition to the 8.

Do you know of any other ships, merchant or military, vessels in the
Bismarck sea or Solomon Sez sres within 100 miles or VITIAZ Straits from
24 February to 5 Mareh 19437

The colonel seid that thers were none in the Huon Gulf =2rea. He 2lso
doesn't think there wer- any in the Bismarek Sea. He does not{ remember
clearly, but he knows there were some ships in Rabaul, some in Kavieng,
and also in Yewak, but there wer~ none in Manus.

Tell him I h-ve rocords of sightinss in thet area. If I gave him those
gsirhtinse, he eonld possibly verify them.

He ss1d he hasz no records on shin in~, so he couldn't c nfirm your sight-
ings on shipping.

Does he know anything about Jap-nese submarine activity in Huon Gulf arearl
Do you mean the period bstween 2~ E‘ebrur;v and 5 Marchi

Yas.

He said that a subm rine transported food suppli-s from Robaul to Mubo
or somewhere near ubo, and then transported wounded from Mubo reglon
back to Rabaul, but he does not remember whether that was in the period
between 24 February and 5 March.

Here are some »f our submarine sigshtings during that period. Can y-u
verify any of thosetd

The colonel thinks that the submarine sighted on 28 February may oe &
submarine carryinz food sup.lies to Dona or Salamaus, where Jap troops
from Buna were deployed with very little supolies.

Does he know of any of the Japsnese submarines beinc sunk in that general
area in the period of which we snokel -

He does not remember any being sunk during that period hut there woe A
submarine that wss reported missing in the end of Janu:ry. LY

Does he know of any Japanese shinnins on the southern coast of lew Britain
durine that pariod? ‘

There was a batt=lion at Jasmata and 1 or 2 destrovers may have carried
supnlies from Rabaul there, but that he thinks was only once. Execluding
those destroyers he does not think there was any shinnins there at all.




We Un 6 Mareh we sank o shlp near Casmats. Ask him if he remembers thati

A. Ho does not think that there was any such bost near Gremata, but 1f you
did sink one, it w-s-yrobadly a barge used for transferring cargo from
transport ships to the shore.

%e Doeg he know the loczatlon of the ships that were in this convoy by date,
sterting on the 24th of February and endinz on the Sth of Marchi

A. He Xnaws the rough locations but not very acourste ones.
Q. 48k him if =2ny of them could have hesn at Ubili on the 26th.

Ae No, beecsuse they left Rab-ul on the eveninz of the “8th, and they man-
suvered 6o as to seem as if they were goinz to "ruk. “hen it became Asrik
they moved west tovsrda Vigu Islandes, and on the lst of March they were
betwean Vitu and Umbol lelands. On 3 Yarch they wern east of “inschhafen.

At 8 oVmloek in the mornins on the Zrd about 100 7. °. pilnnes attacked
them: In =bout 20 minutes sbout all the commercinl voscels (transporta)
causht fire, some were sinkins snd some were shout to aink, This was on
3 o'cloek, 3 'arch. -

de Ask him 4f he remembers any other sinkings nrior to thet in that s me
convoy,

A. Un 2 March, 1 traneport was sunk from hombs (nerial bomdb-rdment). The

men on the sunken transport were -icked up by a2 destroyer and preceded
the convoy to Lse.

<z« How many commercial veossels snd how nany escort veasels came down through
Vitiaz Straitai

Ae 7 transports and 8 destroyers. one of wh-ich praceded the convoy, making a
total of 14 oxcludinz the destroyer that went :hesd.

<+ Gould there have been some of the vessols sunk near Umboi Island or Long
Island on the 2nd in ~ddition to the one he previously mentioned?

Ae H0, he does not think so.

e How meny of the eacort vessels were sunvi

A. He remembere 4 gunk,

e Could there have been some others damaced or probadly sunk?

Ao 2 Obhers wore damaged and Jepanese nlanes went afterwerds to sink them, ao
that mizht be 6 destrovers poseibly destroyed. Fe thinks 8 were sunk, ™t
he 1s not sure that the 2 dzmared deatroyers were sunk by the Jaoanese or
not.

e Toes he remember the nanes of the 2 thot wer- dam:zed?

fe M0, he Anoes not remember the names.

Qe Ask if he remembers the names of the merchant vessels in the CORvVOY.

fo He does not remember those, elther.

7@ thinks you can get those names from naval officers concerned.

4+ Ask him on which ship +zs he?

¢. e was on s destroyer, dbut he does not remember the nsme of the ship.
It was not sunk but 1t received = torpedo.
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dow does he know it was 2 torpedo?

The destroyer was rocked by this tornedo which did not explode, and the
c=ptain of the demtroyer told him it was a dud torpedo, during which time
the destroyer stonped from the deamange caused by that torpedo.

Yas 4t sunk later?

It was one of the ships that he thinks was sunk later by Japanese planes.
He was transferred to =2nother destroyer nt that time.

I had informal information that he had to gwim ashore. Is that correet?

Yo, that is incorrect. Ne was transferred to another destroyer. The
reason for this was the commander 4n chief of the 18th Army and his staff

were on the destrover th:t the colonel was on and he was rescued togsether
with the staff.

After he was rescusd and put on this other destroyer did they then have eRy
further attacks or did they come back to Rebaul in that shipt

They were not attacked =¢ in. They spent 3 hours picking up survivors
around the area of combat where they were attacked, and then returned to =

point north of Long Island, where he was transferred to znother destroyer
which took him back to Rabaul.

Did that destroyer go direct to Rabaul or vis Favieng?

It returned direct.

Does he remember the name of that destroyert
He does not remember.

Can he zet that informstion?

Je cannot sive you the name but he thinks naval officers in that sres would
be able to zive you that informstion.

I would like for the colonel to summarize a=zin the losses and probable
losses of Jenanese shipping during this setion. As I understand now, he
states that there were 8 merchant vessels sunk, 4 destroyers sunk, and 2
other destroyers pos-ibly sunk., Ask him if that is correet.

He thinka that is correect, but he 2lgo 1is of the opinion that you should
confirm this from naval officers concerned situasted in Rabsul at that time.
He is definitely certain that 211 the merchant vessels were sunk.

I have information of possible additions to the gonvoy while it w=s en
route. 2Does he h-ve any information on that?

The first .lan was 4 or 5 trensports, but cargo increased so that they
had %0 add 2 or 3 more vassels, but thege veszsels ware sdded at quaul
and not added en routs. \

Japanese document refers to the KAMO MARU and the KuMBU MARU. Dpoi'he

know whether this is 2 ships, or whather it is = t-pograrhical error and
is only 1 shio? |

He does not remember the names of the transports very clearly, butjha”
thinks there was a KAMO MARU in the convoy, but not a KEMBU MAEU in the
coOnvoy. x
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e The seme Jauanese document referrins to the loadinz of the vesgeles stotes

that one of these ships was to plek up some boate which were shut out on
the loading of the 24th, end I want to know 1f it was then posazihle to hove
sailed after the rest of the convoy sailed.

Ae He thinks it is possible thet it may have s-iled later, but he is of the

opinion thast =11 of the convoy left Rabaul together,

<+ Another Jupanese document shows the UMITORA 4n the convoy. This ship wag

"1.-'.
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listed in = 5lat “4vision Uperations Order ‘-60 at Dabakaul. The sister
ship wns sunk, 74 the Umitora 8211 later?

dhere is Xabakauli
It 1s at lak ul,
Uoes Lhe arder say that the Unitora sailed?

o, 1t umed the Umitors on sane order but in the informa:inn on the CONVOoY
ttat the Jspanese have given us that ship 1s not listed.

"he colonel eonld not 8ay wvhether it sailed or not becsuse he does not
remsmbayr the namas,

Can he tall me from what h-gms the troopa on the northern cosst ~f Hew
"ritain ware re-supplied?

The colonel says that there wes 1/2 to 1 battalion at Cana "loucester,

and these were supplied by smell coastal ships that hursed the corst durige
$ransport from Habaul, moving only ot night =nd hidine- during the day, an?
also once or twice = destroyer carried su nlies from Rabnul, Besides that
method = faat tranaport ship from Kaviens carried supslies to depot on
Garove Island. From Carove Island amall ships earried the su-nlios along
the coaat of lNew Britain to Cape Cloucaester.

“an he give me & ~ossible oxplanstion of our 2 sightinze, 1 on 26 redruary
1943 2% Ubili, and another convoy west of 5t lathias sroup on 27 February
194737

He cannot confirm the 8ightings but he repeats that navel nffTicers would
be abletn ~ivs you more information. Ho thinks the sightinegs off Ubi14
wera these small transnors ships that traveled by night and hid by 4ay to
Cape Lloucester, and that the slghting west of 5t Mathias was of shins
traveline hetween Rabsul and Palau. “e is not sure sbout this 2% =11,

Joas he now of any shipping between Rebrul and Yewnk?
e says -ewek wos supslied directly from Paleu and he thinke that the
only su - lias from Rabeul to ewak ware equipment for meking airfiesls

in “ewalk., Otherwise, 1% was supplied directly.

Could some of that movenment have talken place between 28 Yebrunry 1943
and 65 Hareh 109437 \

"o doas not remember the date th:t this Rabaul-<"euwn's vork was done. Y

Does he remember a-proximate daten when they w~ers construeting firlde at
Jewalk i |

£irfield construction w-» betwaen February and MYarch snd the ¢olanel thin-s
th=t% the aquic~ent wrs gent before that date sometime in Jﬂuuﬂry'buﬁ it 1e
also n9931ble that 1t wae sent between Tedbruary and Merch. %




Q. Doee the colonel h-7® information on the Army troops other than this convoy
moving nosasibly W small ves=els from ilew Britain to L=2e =real

A, ‘fter the - or:Mentioned eonvoy was sunk some troons were transported from
Czpe "lsuces*?” to Finachhafen hy motor barges and from Finschh=fen they vere
transnorted overland ~nd by ses also to las. ‘otor barces operated only dur-
ing nizht- He thinks total number trangnorted was :rbout 2000 over » long
period.

Q. Did they loee many of those bersmest
A, Not very many lossee, althouzh some were #unk,

Q. Does the colon2l consider this sinking » critical incident in the Japanese
situation? In other words, was it a turrnins point in the war for them or
novt

. You mean in the campaign for this areai

A. That area primarily, and over-all. Would they consider it a turning point
in the solomonsg--iew (ulnea campaigni

A. The colonel says that this is his own opinion, but a group of staff officers
in Rabaul were of the opinion that transportation to Few Britain was very
difficult, and when the convoy was sunk here it wes a great shock to the navy
of ficers and army staff in Rebszul 2nd also to the Imperial Healquarters in
Jepan. “s a result the Chief of 5taff, 8th area Army went back to Tokyo to
report and to confer on future transportation and it wes decided not to use
convoys == a2 result, and to use small barges from Cape (loucester, as the
colonel r~lated.

Q. *hat does the colonel think as our grested threat to his onerations through-
out that campaigznl

A. The ecolonel snid that the imerican messtery of the air of this region of the
Vitiaz Straits was the gre test threat to the Jap-nese region. The Japsanese
intended to have a 1ine between lLae, "asmata, =nd Munda, btut because of A-
meriean air activities thev had to give up their plans, making it very diffi-
cult for them to send tronps to Lse., and the colonel is of the opinion that
this was one of the turning »oints in this area,

Q. Can he tell us from which bases the Japaness air escort operated to cover
this specific convoyt

4. The planes flew from Radaul, using Gasmata and Cape Gloucester as stazing
bases.

Q. Did any of the airplanes from /ewak join in the excort?

A. It was planned thst the plenes from Wewak »oi'd fly to Madang and escort the
convoy after March 3 into Lae, n2lso using the airfield »t Lae, but becaus-
the convoy was sunk they did not do it.

1. What effect on the Japanese campalgn did our occupation of the KADLAD are=
hr.vei

A. The Japanese plan was to have 2 wings with thelr center =% Rabaul, and the
occupation of NADZAB meant that one of these wings was crumbled, like taking
one wing ~ff a bird,

2. ™Md the cnlonel =228ist in the planning and have extensive ph Al s e
nlane for the re-supnly of Lsel

A. The e¢olonel meie the plans for the convoy that wes sunk on & March. "he
officer re=nonsible was 111 at the time, =2nd so the colonel planned on his
behalf.




