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HEADQUARTERS RESIRICTED
U. S. STRATEGIC ROV'BING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTMALSTER, SAN FRANCISCO
" | |
INTERROGATION NO, 517 PLACE: Tokyo

DATE s 11 October 1C.5
1130‘- 1245

Division of Origin: Militery Analysis Division

Subject: Eveluation of USSBS document entitled, "List of Jepenese
Merchant Stips over 500 tons lost Subsequent to PeaylEarbor."

Personnel interrogated cnd huckground of each:

Rear Admirel NAKAIURA, Scnior Nevel Officer and tre Tokyo Lizison
T icer, -

Mr. ARIYOSHI of tte Jepenese Shipping Control Associction.

Lieutznant Commander SOGAWA of tre Japenese Neval Genersl Steff.

Wrere interviewed: Office of A-2, ADFEAF, Tokyo.

Interrogetors: J. V. CRABB, Brig, Genercl, USA,
WOODBURY BURGESS, Colonel, AC,

Interpretor: None required. Personnel interrogeted can1speak English,
SUIMMARY

1, The docurent in question is of minor value in its present con-
dition beczuse much of tre dete includzd thercin is “guesswork™ on tre
part of tre Jepanese suthorities,

2e The perconnel interrogeted were of high intelligzence and very
cooperative, Their assigned positions during trc wer gave tlem opportun-
ities to obtein considaruhle information of veluc.

3. Beceuse many "records tave heen lost," "commends cranged often,™
"originel records meny times were poorly meinteined,"™ it is improbeble
that & completely relishle and zccurate report of stipping losses cen
ever be prepered by tre Jepsnese,

Le Tre form of acttuck wguinst tle Jupcnese shipping wricel wes rost
costly to trem cs “Yminimum level cttoacks by strefer bomber zirplanes,™




' TRANSCRIPT OF INR@EROGATION (Reer Adm. Nekasmure, g Nevel Offieer and
tre Tokyo LisisoW@®fficer. l'r, Ariyoshri of tte JE!'.ése Sripping Control
Associastion snd Lieutenant Commander Sogews of the Jspenese Nevel General
Stoff, =mee~cececcccrcmccmcmrrer e me e c s e e e e e e cmemse s s me o

TRANSCRIPT

Q. Was trere & standard practice and instructions -for reporting the dis-
tress by merchent vessels of the Jepanese Merchant Fleet during the
wor and if so, describe it? | o

‘i, Yesy througrout the rer it wes standerd practice for Jaspenese merchant
stips under attack or distress of any kind to report by radio in code
its identify, location and tte nature of the distress including the
type of enemy attsck, i.e., submerine, mine, surface vessel or air-
‘ereft., - :

Q. Did tris report come tkrough in all cases, wasntbia ségVicé;&lways re-
‘ndered, if not, how meny did you expect to get & report from?

L, Tre ezrly psrt of the wer about 8C% reported an@_latepqalmqstulQO%
reported, (Note: Later paragraphs of this interrogetion tend to dis-
credit tris ststement),.,: . . SUE

Q. If trat report ceme in incohbleté;'did yoﬁ tryltb verify it or dia
- you leave it .and maeke.a guess of the cause foit? .

L, Yes, we did,

Q; What do you trink is thre degree of accuracy tkat you heve been sble
. .to“obtain in-thet investigztion.for ceuse of lgss of vessels?

A, The degres of accurascy wcs about 100% wren determined by survivors
+  and surfcce stips 1in:samec convoy..

Q. Do your merchant wvessels carry subrarine déteCting_eqﬁijent?'fl.

" k. Towards tte end of the war merctant skips we ¢ equipped with sonic
" ‘detectors, ¢ ' ' ' : .

Q. Approximstely wren did you sey thet suchk davices were instelled?

'L, Started equipping merchant vessels with sonic listening devices about
.- - the middle.of 1942 and:epproximately tke nriddle of 1643 50% of the
mercrant fleet wes equipped with it end hy tke end of tre war prac-
ticelly 21l mercrent vessels had tle device except the ones under
1,000 gross tons.

Q. Prior to tre instellation of your sonic devices, @ ship &t ses might
he Fit with citter & torpedo or & mine and the captein of tle ship
might not know wrich it wes?

b Prior to tre instzlletion of trese devices trere were none reported
lost by mines.

Q. We Yrave rere & report from tre USSBS files dsted 24 October 1945,
entitled, "List of Jepanese Merchent Skips over 500 Tons lost Sub-
sequent to Attack on Pearl Herbor," 1t is a preliminary report of tkre
U.S, Strategic Bomb Survey. It tas been prepered by tre "arine
iffsirs Section of tre Jupanese ¥inistry of Trensportetion. It srows
s total of 1,671 stips sunk and a gross dzmage loss of 6,421,954 tons.
It gives for esck stip its neme, gross tonnage, tte type of ship
whether curgo, csrgo pessenger, tenker, etc. Tre ceuse of tre sinking,
tte dete of tre sinking and wrere known, tre location of tfe sinking.,
The question asked by Mr. ARIYOO! I is, can you evalucte tris report?

A, Thris report wes prepared fror secondzry sources, tkhet is, fror tte

shaps ouwners end from tre underwriters who got their informetion
tl.rough the Nevy Department. Therc io iutls oress work in this rcport,
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It is not considered complete and et present under revicion and ex-
pansion by tre Shipping Control Associstion as well as tte Army ard

‘Navy. Tlis is & preliminary report &nd cannot bhe used as final in

any respect,

Wrat is your opinion as to the accuracy of the finsl report tret is
now under preparation in comparison with this one or in comparison
with actual facts, Will it be completely reliable?

In my opinion the finezl report will be somewhere between 50 and 0%
accurate, Thkere are msny trings that will prevent it being accurate,

" such as tke loss of records thkrougk burning, trroughk frequent clanges

of administration end tbhrough numerous people being responsible for
the different perts of the records. Tke fect that tte original re-
cords were not meintsined complete in &ll respects. Eowever, every
effort is being rade to get it e&s complete as possible, even to
searching for survivors,

- Are you acqueinted witlk tre similer list of Jepsnese war vessels sunk?
- (Question to Commander SCGAWI)

Yes, Sir,

Does tre szme answer cpply to trat list?

The sume enswer would «pply to thet list slso,

That list is based on rather incomplete informetion?
More complete fban tris but still lacks considercsble zmount of accurcacy.
You &re zttempting Eo get further inforration on thet?

I will submit the fvll report to Ceptain Till on tke 15tk of Jamuary.

As @ neval officer, (question to Comdr. SOGAWI) in your opinion, if e
submerine of ours were to torpedo one of your vessels and you had es-
corts for thit vessel, do you tlink tteat subrerine wculd stey on thre
surfacc to observzs results and lesve Lhimself wvulnercble or would te
crash-dive under tre weter?

Of course, dive under,
b,

Lmong tle possibhle weys of determining tke caouse of the loss of & srip
such &s rudio distress signels, observetion from otler skips, reports
of survivors and dzduction, what is your opinion as to whtick sare the
most frequently used in yvour reports?

Procticelly =11 our good inforration bas come from radio distress
signals, A smell proportion tes core from observetion of other ships
snd in & few ccses it tas come from survivors,

all trings considered, is trc cccuracy of your reporting greater after
July 1943 than it was before tret time and if so. Why?

It i1s more accurate efter July 1044. Cur detecting equipment was
better, Son

Do you, Cormander SOGAWI, rave any first Fand informetion or you
admiral NOKAMURL, as to the relastive value of severel types of air
atteck sgainst your vessz=ls, namely, high level, dive bombing and

~minimum level strafing asttacks, Can you give me first tand information

your idea, etc?
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INTERRCGAT ION NO‘17 Cont'd.
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" In my experience during tte times I was under eir attack, the

minimum altitude B-25 attacks were the most costly. I (4dmiral
NaKAlURA) commended & teavy cruiser zt Rehsul during one attack in

whick I wes not sunk but that et leest two hombs caused considerable
demage internslly, '

.Wefé you et Rabeul in latter pert of November (1943) ? Were you threre

October 26tb?.

.. No,no,

 &35 ybu,reﬁembériaffﬁab;ul;tdid_kigb level attapks dntsbipS'bause

much demage to the shipping? ™
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Do you rememher or were you at REbaui_ fbl‘:e__"‘t;im'g'”ﬁﬁélétf'lic.'.ltffé‘t ‘your

shipping on 2 November 1€43?
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Give me some of your first rend troughts as to thre efficiency of thrat
attaCR? R i B g N &, 4%

You did ccuse expensi?e'damigé to tre Joapanese vcssels tret were-in

the rerbor snd to vessels that Yod not gotten under wzy. Those thet

were well under wey end meneuvering and perticulerly trose thet got

out of tre herbor were not demeged to any extent.

We now understaend @s regerds merchant shipping tret & revision &nd ex-
punsion of the lMarine Section Report of Octobér 24 will be out es-of
Dccember 15 ¢nd thret report will be muct more. cccurate but still not thre
final word. Somewrers after tre first of tre year & final report:-

- will come out which will answer every questlon in enswer to our ree

‘quest to ndmiral NOKANURA whrick givee name, date of sttack, time: of
atteck_gnd tret report will be @s complete &s enytring can be, 4s far

" &s Nevil sripping is concerned, Comménder SOGA%A 1s reking & navel

report similér to, tre October 24tr one on Jepinese sripping.-You sre

- now_in tre process,of meking & report wrich will be ruchk more &c-
curete &nd it will contein & full eveluction wrere tle dueté ' is not

absolutely sccurete, In cases of questions trey will be fully ex-
plained?

Yes.

.%_W}en dOéS_Comﬁéth? SOGAWA'flah;finishihg‘kishfeﬁﬁrt? -

15 Junuary (1946).

" ifter. tre report is completed, he cnd Mr. ARIYOSHI and treir fsedli-

ties cre going to pool their efforts snd go deeply into the nevel
and merchent shipping losses in &n stterpt to find &n answer to every

‘question we kzve gsked, So & finul report on botk should bc aveil-

able at some undetermined dste after January 15tr?

Yes.

Note: Colonel Burgcss: In connection wittr the finzl reports on Jeépanese

nevel end merchent shipping, sdmiral NaKaiTURa steted tre final work
would be somewbet rempered by the following facts: :

Recently some 46 boxes of héval‘documenps were turned over to tlre
ATIS in tre NYK Building &nd viere subsequently stipped back to
Washington, Among trese docurents werc 11 boxes whick conteined in-
forretion perteining to tre nevel end merchant shipping subject &nd
some of wrict were trc only copies sveileble, Trese fects were celled
to tre sttention of the hombing survey and of Colonel Munson in GHQ
prior to tre decision of skipping to VWasrington.

RESIRICIED - Sried




L R — e - e o T e - I

lr l

RESTRIETED

INTERROGATION NO, 517 Cont'ad,

Q. In the personal ~xperience you have had both at sea and in th-
maintenanc~ of these records, what was the most costly form of

our attack against your shioping, '‘as it air, unders-z attack,
or naval vess~ls?

A, Attacks by air wore th» most co~tly to th: Japanese Shipning,
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