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HOME NEWS

The Progress of Commercial Aviation

While the general plan of the national airline proposed by the Aeronantieal
Department has’ been approved by a Cabinet meeting, a petition has now been
granted by the government to the fact that the Peking-Shanghai Airline shall be
established first. The Peking-Shanghai Airline Committee has been formed in
the Aeronautical Department to undertake the task. Since its formation last

November up to the present the Committee has decided upon the following

measures ; —

1.

Along the Peking-Shanghai line an aerodrome shall be establishied at
each of the following places:-Peking, Tientsin, Tsinanfu, Hsuchowfu,
Nanking and Shanghai and at the following places a landing field will be

egtablished :=Lan-Fan, San-Yuen, Teng-Hieh, Tai-Wen-Kow, Suh-Hieh,

Min-Kwan, Tang-Yuan and Scochow. In order to facilitate the control of
general affairs for the whole line a head office will be established. As
the regulation for the administration of the national airline and_the
Peking-Shanghai line have been approved by the Cabinet, it is understood
that, when the purchasing of lands and the construction of aerodromes
and landing fields are complete, the Committee will he dissolved and its

work will be transferred to the lLiead office.

As to the grounds required for the construction of aercdromes and land-
ing fields members of the Department have been commissioned to make
geparate investigations. Besides the report which is issued elsewhere on
the Peking terminus aerodrome activities for the following localities have
been thus reported. In Shanghai a piece of land at Tsing-Pu has been
bought for laying out the Shanghai terminus station, and the construction
1s now in progress. In Tsinanfu a military camp las been marked out
for the use of landing. In Hsu-Chowfu landing facilities have been
provided near Camel Hill; and for the landing field in Soochow, General

Chi, Tuchun of Kiangsu, has been requested to allow the use of his drilling
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field: For the other aerodromes and landing fields, investigations and
arrangements have also begun although definite reports have not yet
come to the Department. Regulations governing the purchase of land
subject to the approval of the Cabinet have been drawn.

3. For the construction of Shanghai aerodrome tenders were invited through
the medium of local papers. Asa result, Lam Glines Company’s was
accepted. Work will commmence immediately as soon as tenders for other
aerodromes are accepted. The whole line is expected to reach its comple-
tion before long.

4. The Peking-Shanghai Airline may begin its service in May thishyear.
For the first three months, only mails will be carried; and thence tickets
for passengers will be sold. Negoiiations are going on with the Chinese
Post office with regard to the carrying of mails:, and as soon as the
Board of Communieations approves, & contract between the Aeronautical
Department and the postal authorities will be formally signed.

5. As meteorological observations play an important part in aviation the
Central Observatory has eonsented to send weather reports daily. To
afford the convenience in transmission of such reports, the Board of
Communications agrees to instinet all telegraph offices to wire without
the slightest delay when in receipt of them. For the time being, wireless

telegraph may not be installed for econowmic reasons.
Peking-Nanyuan Air Touring.

The aviation-world is developing every day. The western nations spare
great efforte for the development of commercial aviation. Large cities netted
with airlines. As the commercial aviation in our country is just started, the
people may not know its advantages. Accordingly the Aeronautical Department
has drawn a programme for the Air Touring beiween Peking and Nanyuan,
which shall begin only within a few days. Tickets may be obtained from the
Nanyuan Flying School or the Thos, & Cock Company. The Place for starting
and landing shall be at the Nanyuan Aerodrome, The fare for each passenger in
Cockpit is & 20 and for those in Cabin is $ 30 a person. Refreshment can be
obtained; the paving of the ground as well as other arrangements are all perfect.
Let us all try.
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Lieutenants Tsao and Wu Return
To China.

Lieutenants Tsao Min Chi and Wa Ruh Kwai who were graduated from Nanyuan
Flying School and were sent out by the Board of Navy to Curtiss Flying School
at Manila P. I. to study aercnauties have recently returned to China after their
graduation. They have been appointed to the training staff of the Nanyuan
Flying School. The futare is quite promising as such competant men are added
to the staff.

L3

Lieutenants Liu and Chen Sent to Fukien to
Test Seaplanes.

Lientenants Liu Tao Yee and Chen Tai Yao who graduated from the Curtiss
Flying School at Manila, P. I. have now bheen sent to Fukien by the Naval Board
to test the seaplanes designed by Chinese seronautical engineers at Mu-Wee
aeroplane factory near Foochow.

The Reform of the Nanyuan Flying School

Sinee the reorganization of the Aeronautical Department progressive measures
have been taken for internal reforms of the Department and the establishment of
commercial aviation. But the reform of the Nanyuan Flying School which is the
fundpmental organ for the training of the air-service personel is the one foremost
among the items of the new programme. Owing to the military operations and the
delay of the arrival of the new machines last year the school was confronted with
many difficalties with regard to its'training functions. In order to increase the
efficiency in its training works General Tinn, Director of the Department, has
instraeted the authorities of the school take drastic measures for its reformation,
Those students who are over-aged for flying and have had sufficient knowledge
along the aeronautical line have been given adequate posts in the Department.
Twe graduates of the Flying School of Manila, P. I. who recenily returned to
China have been appointed Flying Instructors.

The courses of studies and the practical work of aviation for new students
have been rearranged. Many important courses scheduled for this year were
already given last year since only little time was then devoted to flying. Accord.
ingly, to the schedule of the courses for this year gymnastics and physical



exercizes have been added, as these are supplementary to Iying practice, Becanse
the Nanynan Aerodrome is in the vieinity of the military camp the time for flying
has been s0 arranged that flying instructions shall take place at the time when the
soldiers are not drilling. For the flying practice students are divided into two
section, one practicing in forenoons and the other in afternoons. While the
students of one section go out to paetice the other will attain their class-room
warks. §

As the gjiveraft-factory formerly belonging to the schinol has, together with its
working staff-and machineries, been moved to Tsing Lo, the school is now lacking
of technical men and machineries.

To avoid this difficulty the authorities of the schiool have petitioned to the Depart-
ment that the technical experts of the Department shall be sent to the scheol to
co-operate with them. At the meantime machines and apparatus will be ordered
for the laboratory works of the students, and those students who were sent to
England to study aeroplane designs will be called back for service, in the prepara-

tion of designing machines,

It is hoped, therefore, then when the Peking-Shanghai line is completed we

shall have enough experts for service.




