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THE LIEUTENANTS STORY
BY LIEUTENANT R. N. OF THE FRENCH ARMY

Marck 20, Hill 1811 in réserve? Shel-
ters deep underground. From the northern
crest of this hill can be seen the whole system
of trenches,® both French and German, in the
basiz of Perthés. I posted myself® with my
field glass between two bare bushes ; a maze
of white lines,® much twisted and tangled;
from time to time® risé blackish clouas. - The
ruing of Perthes become every day more
mournful. I was driven from my post by

shells.
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Every hour, exactly and methodical]y,
two batteries fire their twelve shells. Fore-
warned, fore-armed. When the moment is
past, there is nothing more to fear for one
hour. Unfortunately, one of the lieutenants
was killed by a shell that’ was so very
unmindful of precedent’ as to seek him in his
dugout.”

I had the honor® to be shaved under
fire,* The barber of the company was busy
relieving me of® a two days’ growth of beard
when shells began to fall not far from us.

“Goon!"® I cried; and though my barber’s

1. Unmindful (dn-mind’iyl) of precedent {prés"é-dént),
A % . 2 Seek him in his dugout (diglout’), A I ¥2 s
JE R 2 S Honor (8n'8r), £ 3%. 1. Undor fire, # & T,
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hand shook, he cut off neither my nose nor
my ears.

1 have discovered a stove with some
- stovepipe. The infirmary didn’t want it, and
simply threw it away, so I had it set up' in
my dugout, where the air is decidedly chilly.
With the pine boughs from the woods round
‘about,® which my orderly® stuffs in, it keeps
e warm and enables me to make some good

chocolate.*
tis cold. To-night we shall have to go
to the first line® to take planks and wire.
But what a good cup of tea I shall have when

I come back!

1. Setup, 5 & 2 Round about, B . 3. Orderly (6r'-.

“erdF), & 4 Chocolate (clok'&-1dt), B F B, B A S & 2.
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March 30. Last ﬁight a blizzard came
down upon us. It was doubtless due to* the
violent displacement of air? caused by the
terrible bombardment that never for a
moment ceases. I came in late—about three
o’clock. We had to do a lot off trotting
about ; the communication trenches* took ‘;IP
the §ﬁow, and were beginning to be muddy
again. Oh, this abominable Champagne®
mud ! |

To-day we were bombarded even more
thaﬁ usual. Several men im‘pzﬁdently went

to walk in full view of the enemy.® Naturally

1. Due {di) to, @ B. 2 Violent (vi's-lént) displacement
(dis-pias'mint) of aly ZRVPBZHN TEERA B E A
MBELALIEZHERTHER MERAZ LA X5
SHERETHR 3 Aleto, 2. 4 Communication
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shells came after them, 20 now the men are
forbidden to go out of the shelters. I slept
all the morning in front of my snoring little

- stove.!

Played cards this evening. I feel as
it T were 1'apid1y“sinking to the level of the
~brute.* For varlety® we go to the trenches
to-night.

—  Mareh 831, Our last days in Champagne.
Tt seems we are to be laid off to recuperate*
and will change sectors® afterward. One
would say® that before we go the authorities
want us to become §1‘0f011uc11y familiar with”

the landscape of this desolate region. We

: ‘1. Snoring (sudriing) little stove (stov), 8 M6 M2 > P
B KB ER). 20 Sinking (sipk’ing) to the level of the
brate (brut), B A ¥ 4 ¥ 5 For variety (véari'é-1y), g
monotony (mé-udt's-n¥), B, B 3 2 b (X b E ).
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are in the second line, and before us stretches
the panorama' of all the trenches we have
‘held, beginning with Hill 181. The weather
is clear. The snow did not last.2 We can
see the woods, stripped bare® by shells, as
Weﬁ as the whole labyrinth of trenches and
cemmunicat“_ions; then the ruins of the
stricken village* of Perthes. With my glass
I can make out the first trench I occupied.
I recognize it from certain little details,® but
we have gone a long way ahead since then,®

more than a kilometer.

1. Panorama (pan’s-ri‘md), &= #&. 2. Did not last, R %4
Lz® & Stripped (stript) bare, — 1 2 (L th 2B
4. Stricken (strik”n) village (vil'dj), & W4 7%, 5.
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Day comparatively calm. Nothing to
do except be ready to sustain a possible
attack. We sleep, read, or play cards. The
Bmchesl are still bombarding Perthes and
Hill 181. The big “‘ marmites ’? send up into -
the night splendid luminous volcanoes,® or
else burst above the trenches in clouds that
whirl off down the wind. The curious thing
is that you see the explosion long before you
hear it, and the hiss of the bomb* sounds
directly overhead at the very moment when
it is bursting in the distance. I had to ex-
plain this phenomenon to my men, whose

knowledge of acoustics is not very extended.®

1. Boches, EARMGRE B ches ppk Huns, FHEARKR
EERNEAEG EURERRESEETA). 2 Marnmites, BET
FFEAER LAY S Liminonsi® mi-nis)voleances(v8l-ki'ndz),
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I have just witnessed a magnificent and
terrible sight—a German attack in close
formation? crushed’ in less time than it takes
to tell it.2 To the east, in the direction of
Beauséjour, was an intense bombardment;
then through my glass I could see gray
masses® emerge, gesticulating and densely
crowded together. This attack was caught
between two curtains of fire.* The raging
75's" hurled a curtain of fire in front of
them, keeping them from advancing, and
one behind them:that made it impossible for
them to get back to their trenches. They

were wiped out to the very last man.® There

1, In close formation (f3r-ma'shan), &£ & 8. 2. In Iess‘
time than it takes to tellit, B ER M FR EZZHRE D, B
£2. 3 Gray masses, KR £ £ 4 Between (b&fweén’) two.
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was a mad dance in the air, of scattered
limbs,® mingled with clouds of dirt and
smoke. The incredible part of it is that
nothing was left on the ground, or next td,
nothing.? It was as if® the bodies of those’
men had been volatilized and made one with?*
fne alr.  We were transfixed with horror and
filled with rapturous hope. May the fight in
the open be not delayed! OQur 75 will
quickly give us victory. |
Holy Z’hz&sday. Our aviators are ﬁoating

/gracefuliy about in the twilight—a twilight
‘divinely calm. It is Holy Week# The

1. Scattered (skat’#rd) limbs (kms), Bi £ 3 B. 2. Next
tonoibing (nith'ng), X R EF (BE). 3 As i, & 4.
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strains of the great Johann Sebastian! and of

Parsifal> keep running through my head.

Orders have come. We are to be relieved
this evenin~. We are going to recuperate
and then, they say, to Alsace. T shall be so
happy to have a chance to fight on the soil
we have won back. This is our last day in
Champagne. I am leaving without regret’
this desolate desert where I have known
difficult hours* and a few sgplendid moments.
The thing that tried me most sorely® was
this mole-like existence, I who am always

longing for® large action and open and
te) o]

1, Johann Sebastian, & #& . 2. Parsifal, K#¥ B B %
¥ 2 A. 3. Leaving(lév'ing) without regret (ré-grét’), 4t Jf 48
#. 4. DifMcult (Qif'i-kult) hours, K % Z #E. 5. Tricd me
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intense fighting with an eneny who is before
vour eyes.

The Boches have been bombarding
rather violently., That is to be expected
since thiz is Holy Thursday.! But, in spite
everrthing, there has been something
religious in the calm of the elements® these
‘?:‘*z"»* days. Nature is at her devotions.!
This evening iz superb. Shells are bursting
ogreat numbérs, and the little church of

‘erthes totters as if it were about to fall.
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little the heavenly serenity® of the twilight.

1. That is to le expeected (fks-ptkt'ed) ... Thursday
thirid; BAS BEEEAE K AR 4. 2. Tn spite
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| £a1'ks are singing, full-throated,® a _subliine
peean of life and joy. In the distance lie the
dead, and the frightful mangled corpse of the
village of Perthes.

[For a month the Lieutenant’s diary
records marches and more or less prolonged
sojourns in various cantonments in the region
of the Meuse: a calm existence, without
many events of interest.? At the beginning
of May, howe‘vler, he was sent back to the

front near Artois, on the eve of° the great

offensive. |

May 4. Once more we take up the life

of war. We have been back in the trenches

B

1 Full-throated (thrdt'ed), Bl wi. 2. HEvents (&vintz') QE
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since last night. We had nearly lost the
wont of shot and shell, although we are
managing to keep up a good face.r But how
different this is from Chaﬁpagne! Here it
is comfortable, almost to the point of 1uﬁury,
and the sector is as calm as calm®—only
a few isolated eannon shots now and then,?

just to let each other know we are here.

Two- false alarms* last night. A soldier
thinks he hears suspicious noises, gets ex-
cited, and fires like mad. The panic goes
churning down the line® and raises a regular

hurricane in its trail.

1. To keep up a good face, 2 kB Ik 2. Ascalm (kim)
calm (kim), R Z . 3. Now and then, & 8. 4 False
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In making the rounds,’ I went over the
whole ground occupied by the company.
From time to time a flash from my electri
lamp showed me the way® through the
deserted communication trenches. Every
one was at his post. The enemy could come
on if he wished. To tell the truth, not a
single shell was sent our way.? The Boches
have never been less troublesome.

To-day it is raining, and I regret to see
hat the soil of Artois gets muddy easily, too.
Javing nothing else to do, I asked an officer
of the engineering corps for permission to go

into the mine. He consented most willingly,

L In making the rounds, ¥ 47 B 2. Showed (shéd)
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and went down with me into the gallery. It
s solidly built, and supported by heavy

planks, for the crumbling ea‘,rt-hv might easily
- stop up' this narrow space. I had to cravwl
on all fours® a long time before reaching ths
end, where the listening post® was. Two
men were on <5lui‘:y4 there, standing with
theﬁ' ears close to the wall, in the yellowish
light of a single candle, We were under the

German trench,
On listening carefully I made out’ g
; faint murmur of véices, very indistinet and
~muffled. I should not have objected to over-

hearing the conversation of those men, who

top up; 3 2. 2. Crawl (kral) on all fours (fBrz),
7. 3. Listening (lis"n-ing) post, ﬁ_;ﬁ;“; b g B
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were in all likelihood® to die before many
days were spent. The large explosion cham.
ber? of the mine is to be stuffed with ched-
dite,® and, at the given moment, an electric
spark will send that trench and its in-
habitants on a journey through the air. It
was n’t at all pleasant* down in that hole.
The air was stifling, and I was glad enough,
after another long crawl, to find myself ih
| the open® again, if the trench may be called
the open.

In order to guard against gas-bombs we
have been given horrible, nightmarish®

masks, goggles set in a kind of pig jowl or

1. In all likelihood (lik-I'hood), % #. 2. Explosion
(#ks-plé’zhiin) chamber (chim’ ber), B 8. 3. Cheddite,
—EBEZHEYR 4 Not at all pleasant (pléz'dnt), ¥ R
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snout made of rubber and containing a solu-
tion of ammonia. They make one look like
a wild animal, and as soon as I got mine I
put it on for the benefit of my poilus.t They
nearly laughed themselves into fits.

But life in general is calmv, too calm
even. I am reading Anna Karénina,® which
came by mail yesterday, and smoking end-
less pipes. The men make lots of aluminum
rings. As soon as a shell lands they
start out to look for the fuse, of which
they fashion very artistic little rings. My
soldiers have given me several. I am on

-ost friendly terms With* thefn all. At odd

1L“Poilus,” B L, B RZBTE REBBERT. 2-’ Into
- nis, FMEZMA. 8 “ Anna Karénina,” REPSIEBEIEE 4.
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times I have bought them little extras in the
way of wine or sweets, and then I manag
things so that they get their letters befdre%
any of the other sections. The letters come?
toward midnight, with the fatigue' who brings
rations.? I am always on hand,® and along
with my own correspo;adence, I take that of
my men. It isthe one great joy of the day,
so why should it be deferred ? To be sure,
it is becanse I am so keen on! letters myselt
that I like the men to share my pleésuré.
And if they héve no light, they have per-
mission to come to my dugout, ‘which_ s

always lighted. They insist on my taking

1. Fatigue fc‘z-tég’),‘j} A 2 Ra;tioh(ré’sliﬁn‘ or i:ash’éiﬁ),
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some of all their good things—candies, cig:
rettes, or what not'—when a package come;
But I can find a way to even things up.®
think I have my men well in hand.® I sha
be able to do some good work with ther

when the time comes.

May 5. At noon returned to the firs
line. After that the day was eventful. I
was decided, by way of* preparation for futun
offensives, to furnish the attacking section
with red and white pennons, which were t¢
serve as signals to the artillery, and mark
the first French lines. By this means the

artillery will not risk peppering its com:

1. What not, 4 3% 74 (FF). 2 To even things up,
B ZHBE. 3. Well in hand, H 0 R % (B, 4 By
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patriots in the course of an advance.! To-
day the order came to raise the pennons over
our first lines, so that our artillery can get‘:
the range of? the enemy’s positions. At
two o’clock therefore‘they were hoisted. The
astonishment of the Boches was promptly
made manifest’ by a whirlwind of bullets,‘
which converted these common bits of cloth
into ‘glorious trophies. Then our artillery
turned loose.* It was our duty to observe
the range and rectify it by telephone. One
by one, with ma.thematical precision, big
shells lighted on the German positions.

There must be a formidable number® of

1. In the course (kdrz) of an advance (4d-vans’), 47 2
B 2, To get the range (ranj) of, B I 3. Was made mani-
fest (min'i-fést), % % B ¥ (R 8. 4. Turned (tirnd)
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batteries, for without a moment’s pause or
cessation shells poured on® the Boche trench
for three full hours,

Meanwhile, very naturaily, our friends
across the way?® began to get' peevish and
sent off a few blasts of little 77's,® which
afforded great satisfaction to the makers of
“ings. One could hear them coming very
listinotly : first, the six reports of the battery,
then a hiss, then a detonation, not very
terrifying. I was in the middle of the trench
with my eye glued to* a periscope.’ Several

shells landed near ; one fell on a decaying

1. Shells poured (pdrd) on, 3 # R #E 8. 2 Our friends
(iréndz) across the way, WH Z KA BB A H. 377,
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corpse in the midst of the wire ! spreadin
about for several minutes the horrible heav:
odor that reminded me of the night Wt
buried the dead in Champagne. Amothe
stupid shell chose to fall? in'the passage tha
led to my dugout. The bags of sand Were
tumbled all about, and it fook more. than
half an hour’s work before I could get into
-y quarfers. My things were not at all

maged. And yetat ohe moment the shells

ned thick and' fast;® two or three fell on
he parapet, blowinkg to bits several loopholes.
The machiné-gunners who were piaying cards

near their gun shut their dugout with a tent-

L Wire, 3 & “barbed wire,” ¥ 57 28 = fh %% A5 b
MREZEBREERE = EAE #. 2. Chose (choz) to fall,
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sheet.  Itisa thing I have often noticéd; it
proves that, after all,’ man is not so different
from the ostrich. Omne has the illusion of
being secure behind the most flimsy barrier,
if only it keeps out the sight of the danger—
s; hedge, a plank, a tent-sheet. It is an
insult to reason,® but never mind. Brute

instinet knows no reason.
~ So the sector that on our arrival seemed
asleep has had a rude awakening. Every-
thing points to a coming offensive. I cer-

ainly hope we shall have a share in it.

May 6. N ight calm. The Boches seemed

non-existent. Our artillery quieted down.

1. Afterall, 3] & 2. Reason(r&'zn), 8 instinct(in‘stinkt)
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T was wakeful notwithstanding. The re-
sponsibility is too great. It is raining hard.
There is water in the bottom of the trench,
and it is impossible to move without taking a
disagreeable foot-bath. The aviators, how-
ever, give sign of great activity.! Since
morning we have had the joy of watching
zeveral reconnaissances.? The plan‘es3 were
hotly bombarded,* but to no purpose.®

~ Their flight must have been ‘successful,
for no sooner had they returned than® our
artillery set up a terrible spitting at the
German trenches. It was not hurried, but

was a slow, continuous, methodical fire which

Mives sign (sin) of great (graﬁ) activity (dk-tiv/i-t¥),
- Reconnaxssances(re-kon A-sdns-Ez), 0%, B &
*- B, planes {planz} R ﬁ‘ 4. Hotly bombarded (bom- or
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must have been very deadly.! From the
gecond line we sent off the little Winged
bombs, the chouxflewrs® whose acquaintance
we madé® in Ghampagne. They leap up,
not very high, then hesitate an instant before
they swoop down upon the Boches, explod-
ing with a2 muffled thud* which makes the
ground tremble clear to our trench;Whﬂe &
spout of black smoke rises and floats a long
time. In all the sectors where I have been,
the superiority of our artillerjr becomes every
day more evident.

After dinner the question was telephoned:

‘What are the special points the different

1 Must have been very- deadly, 2 ¥ 3k & (X & %)
2. “ Chouxfleurs,” ¥ 3, g 3} & Z Cauliflower (kg'li-floner),
ke oz %4 4 3. To make an acquaintance (d-kwan'tdns),
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section commanders would like to see battered
by the artillery* in case off a drive ?”® I
asked for the collaboration of all my men,
I had the corporals explain to them the signs
by which they could recognize the machine-
gun positions: better defenses; loopholes
bigger; bags of sand more numerous and
more carefully arranged. I took my glass
and observed minutely all the points of the
German trench. I went to the listening post,
and with the help of a much-perfected field-
glass periscope, which magnifies in addition
to* giving a view over the edge,® I probed

the German position. At the end of more

1. Battered (bit'grd) by the artillery (ir-tilery), 45 W 8
T 2, 7In case of, 45; 3. 8. Drive (driv), 3 ¥ 4. Ty
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than an hour's work, ﬁtilizing the observa-
tions of my men, I was able to fix almost to
a certainty? the positions of four machine-
guns. Imarked on the plan of the trenches?
that had been givén us thé exact points to be
hammered, and the document was sent along
the hierarchical paths® and in due time
reached the artillery.

Then we indulged in a little distraction.
As the rain had :ceased, I went to two of my
best marksmen and proposed a match.* It
is ;v’ery amusing to try one’s skill in shooting.‘
The objective point® is a Boche loophole,

that is to say, a piece of steél-plate. If the

1. Fix almost (gl'mast) to a certainty (s8r'tin-t¥), ¥ g6 o
#®. 2 Plan (pldn) of the trenches (trénchz), ¥ B 3. Hier



ot
ot

( )
— R USRI AEMERNA

%4 R, 8RR E WOCE B B
B e R E R
W R K 2 H M
B O R R R W,

HE, ASHRBEIE, BE
Bk, & B &z BN 5w
UE 3 I TE R T YT
ERkZ R &% 2 H M,
B — vk B M. SR — 77 T B

archical (hi'8r-ar'ki-kal) paths (path), E A #H. 4 Match
{mich), B ¥ 5. Objective (¢b-j€k'tiv) point, B &y .



( 36 )

balls touch, one hears a metallic ring and the
hum of the ricochet. I made a good score,
but I placed only nine balls out of ten, and
was beaten by P., who got in all ten.? The

prize was a package of cigarettes.
Everybody is in a good humor® to-day.
There is a great buzz of conversation. Some
f the men are playing checkers,® others
ards. One man, who is the hé.ppy reci@ient
of an aceordion, is favoring us* with popular
'tunes5 which everybody catches up® in
chorus.” Really, it is very festive. This
evening we go to the second line, in the

shelters. Three of the four companies of our

© L Got'in all ten, 4B4th. 2 Ina good humor(hi'mér),
%. 8. Checkers (chék'srz), P X B 22— 4. Fas
ng (fa'v8r-ing) us, MEFBRSLYE, 54 5. Popular
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battalion are on the firing line,* the fourth
is in reserve. It is our turn® now to be in
reserve.

May 7. We are in marvelous shelters,
where we laugh defiance to® missiles. of all
‘sorts and kinds, even the 420’s.% Behind
the second lines, galleries are sunk, to which
large staircases give access.’ They are sur-
rounded by a sort of ditch which serves as a

?a1'd,_ on which the entrances open.. They
are vast tunnels, 15 meters underground,
made by the engineers ; broad, comfortable,
supported by huge beams, a;and furnished

with plank floors. They are about thirty

1. On the firing live, Z M ML FH L & 2. Our tarm,
B I RM 3 Laugh (18) defiance (dA&-fans) te, B
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meters long, three meters broad, and three
meters high. There are beds of straw, bags
for ﬁiﬂows, and candles for lighting—in every
way comfortable. In the yard are supplies:
grenades,” wire, trench shells, and zésks of
Water. We officers have a special gallery
with two compartments—a living room?® and
a sleeping room. The former has a huge
fireplace, a big table, several stools, alid a
snpei'b lamp. The bedroom is less sump-
tuous: a large space covered with a thick bed
bf straw, where we shall sleep soundly.®

There has been wnusual activity along
the front these two days. Staff officers keep

coming and going. Men have been carrying

‘Grenades (grénads), & BB KT LS 2 B L
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1o the first lines quantities of hand grenades,
wire, and ladders. Aéroplanes are circling
busily through the air. The artillery sounds
like an orchestra tuning its instruments'
before the symphony. Important events are
in the air.

Evening. It's coming! The grand of-
fensive® is to be launched over a wide area.
Iﬁ the whole of Flanders the attempt is to be
made to pierce the Boche front.* We are
going to try to get out of these accursed
| trenchest and fight superbly, face to face.’

About five o’clock, just as we were

sitting down. at table, I was called to the

1. Tuning (tin‘ing) its instruments (in’stréo-ménts), =
MRBEBREYS H 2% 2 Grand offensive (sfén'sy), X
Z B 3. Plerce (pérs) the Boche front (fr¥int), & # ¥ F &
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commandant. My colleagues had also bheen
summoned and we received our orders.! To-
morrow, at an hour not yet indicated, the
regiment is to attack in concert? with those
of the nine army corps that are massed in
’this region. It is the grand offensive, victory
perhaps. We are to go forward and jump
over fouf enemy trenches, previously ba,ttered
by the artillery, not stopping until we reach
a ravine that can be seen through the glass
800 meters from our first line. We pore over
the maps,® and each of us makes sure of his
‘exact goal.t My company is to march at the
head in deployed line and lead the drive.

The commandant then shook hands with each

1. Receive (ré-s8v") Qrders (or'derz), & 4. 2. Attack
(d-t3k") in concert (kdnsdrt), & . 3. Pore over the maps
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of us in turn,® and told us that he counted
on every man to do his duty.

I went back to my soldiers to issue the
command to get ready. Each man was to
have 200 cartridges, six grenades, and three
days’ rations, and was to carry his blanket
slung ecrosswise over his shoulder.? But
while I was consulting the plan of the German
positions with my colleagues, a message came
that all orders were canceled. The sudden
let-down® was not entirely pleasant, but we
all shared somewhat the feeling‘4 of the sorry
jester who said, ““All right, that gives us one

more day to live.”” We count on coming out

1. In turn, E’ P, ~—%®E 2. Sung ('slﬁng) crosswise
~r8s'wiz’) over the shoulder ¢ shol’der), % i ﬁ E‘ 3. Let-
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alive,t but the nearness of‘danger is not
withouﬁ" its anguish. 7
We have been having a fine game of
poker. I lost, so I shall be lucky. 1 am
tired. My fellow officers have been asleep
this long time, I am going to imitate them.

he boom of our big guns is heavy and deep.

May 8&—10 ».a® It is for to-night.
We are to take positiong® in the first line at
} 4.5 The time of the attack is not yet
fixed. I have Writtén a great many letters.
Perhaps I have given way to® my feelings in.
Some of them. I did not tell my mother.

I wrote her that new movements of troops

1. Come out alive, & & 2. Is not without (=has). 3.
0 pa., F 8. 4 Take positions (phzish’inz), F K.



( 69 )

B, TR MBE. FIEERAZ
B %,
 AEREEER AN %A
THEFSE AEE AES
B AERT, BEEE ®
2REEARENE K
CHEAAH, Bl KBAS
2 E A, ' A% EE T
FUWE DL AR, % B8 2 RE AR R 2
ADEESHE FRBE B X
MEAE R ZBE A BRE
mAREE Z BEE RS LT

5.2 am, L% TEHEE B 6 Give vay to, & &
£ 2



¢ 70 )
are predicted for the near future’ and that
the is not to worry if she has no news of
ne* for a while. But I told the truth to my

ittle godmother and to my old friend. . . .

But sadness and farewells I have put
ehind me.® Now I am all a soldier, and a
1ldier filled with the determination to fight
id to conquer, and exalted* by the work

nat is before him, If I die, and these are
the last words I am destined to write, I want

them to be Vive—uvive la Francel®

June 9. In the silence and quiet of a
little hospital room, near a window where

pink and white thorn tfrees make a fragrant

' 1. Near future, R &. 2 No news of me,-,yé%?ﬁﬁ. 3..
“ut behind (b&-hind’) ‘me, B Z B #%; S 4 Exalted
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creen, I am going to try to deseribe thy

i

nightmere of a month ago, and finish the
record of my first c‘ampaign.

As T read over the last few pages, the
enthusiasm I felt when they were written,
comes surging back.! Neither time nor suf.
fering can take it away from me. But the
horror of the terrible hours that followed oy
offensive on the ninth of May is a thing of
the past.®* It has been lifted and smoothed
away in this peaceful hospital by the angels
who dwell in it—the 's'ublime women of the
French Red Cross.* The account of the

evenis of that day will be none the less’ exact

1. Comes surging (strfing) bmk, o8 bk 20 I8
(38 Enthusiam, Sn-th¥zi-iz’m). 8:.°A thing of the past, B 5%
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for having waited. T have not forgotten any
part of them.

On the nighi before the attack, then, we’
were awakened about midnight by the begin-
ning of the bombardment. Unable to sleep,
we arose and began- pre?amtions ahead of
ime.r At last came the order to go forward
to our fighting posts. One by one we moved
along the dark narrow trenches leading to’
the first lines. Above our heads was the
constant hiséing of our big shells going ahead
of us’ to the Boches. Once in the first line,
we spent the hours of waiting as comfortably

as we could.

L Abead of time, K% M1 Z 25 (X BB &). 2. Leading
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Dawn came slowly. The bombardment
kept growing in intensity.! It was seven
o'clock. Several artillery officers came into
my trench to regulate the precision of the
fire, Wlliéh was to clear our way® of all out-
side obstacles—wire entanglements, chevaug-
de-frise,> the enemy trenches. In a short
time; all was regulated, and the storm began,
It is impossible to realize the din of this
firing. CGuns of all calibers* spit forth their-
‘shells with the maximum of rapidity. This
lasted three hours, three deafening, madden-
ing hours. In the midst of this storm of steel
and 'ﬁré, the brigadier—general arrived.  He

said a few words to me. I told him I was as

1. Growing in intensity (in-tén’si-t§), ZE H B . 2
Clear our way, % . 3. ,Ghevau.x-‘de-fm'se(shé-vé’—déd’réz');
GEX AW M2 BB Z 4, 3 A Webster's
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sure of my men' as of myself. He seemed
satisfied and gaven me the hour of attack,?
ten o’clock. Every one looked at his watch.
Nine o’clock. So in an hour then—

Five minutes to ten! I take my place
at the foot of my ladder. In those 1Vast‘
moments thdughts come rapidly. On this
ladder hangs our destiny.® In the trench
there 1is relative security.* - What will become
of ug at the top of those four rounds? But
no one thinks of hesitating. We seem to be
in the grasp of® some unkndwn and mighty
force.

I seize my revolver and make sure of

my grenades. One minute to ten. At this

1. Sure of my men, #R1{5 ¥ K. 2. Hour of attack (§-tik’),
s ¥t 2 BE 3. Hangs our destiny(déstin-¥), £ 3 &r i B8 2.
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instant comes a rumbling detonation which
ccauses the ground to tremble as if shaken by
an earthquake. Our mines have exploded.
This is the time. , '

““Attention | Forward, mes petits,’ and
vive la France!”’ |

This ery burst from every throat, and I
sprang up my ladder, followed by my men.
From that moment I was carried forward by
the intoxication of the assault.? I did not
see, but rather felt, my men close to me,
running by my side, and, like myself, drunk
with a sublime madness. We reached the
first German trench. We- threw hand
grenades. But no living thing’ was there.

Confusedly, in my forward rush, I saw heaps

1. Mes petits (=my little ones, ¥ 3 4). 2. Intoxi-
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of earth and corpses. The bombmdment had
almost leveled the trench. Forward, still
forward. We kept running breathlessly,
carried away by the strange fascination of
Vic%ory,l and by the joy of treading the soil
we were giving back to France. I went
ahead, unconscious of those who were falling
by the way. My intelligence was numbed.
A greater force was urging me on.

After passing the second trench, I noticed
that our ranks had thinned,® but we went on
and plunged into the third trench. A furious
hand-to-hand fight? followed. T unloaded my
revolver almost instinctively on a German

who was aiming at me. By this time our

1. Strange (stranj) ﬁascination (fisi-nd’sluin) of victory
SikNS-rY), B Z S 2. Ranks (ripks) had thinned
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second wave of assault was joining us. 1
quickly decided to merge in it and push
forward. I was covered with sweat and
blood—with the blood of the Boche I had
killed. I was in a frenzy.? I ran toward
the fourth trench, the last one to capture
b':vbefore reaching our goal. I went on, hyp-
notized by thz:Lt trench which seel‘med to be
‘running to meet me, I could see the enémy
'ﬂ}rough the gaps that our artillery had made
in their defenses. | '

Suddenly I fell. T was alone. Above
my head the constant whizzing of bullets;
near by, the sigzziﬁczint ksnortiug of a machine

gun.? At first T was a little stunned, then T

1 In'a frenzy (Ixén'z§), 1 4% Jn BE. 2. Snorting (snért-
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To advance was impossible. To go back
was equally impossible. The least move
would be my death. The bullets over my
head kept up a fearful hum. This situation
- could not last. I£T did not get under shelter,

one of those bullets would surely find me
out. Near by, within a few yards, a'slight
rise in the ground indicated a possible cavity.
With great cave, without apparent motion,?
inch by inch, I dragged myself® to it. Think
of m‘yv joy I It was a large funnél,bdug out
by a German mine, and a score of wounded
“had taken refuge* in it. Still another effort®

—and I found 'myself among them. The

“o= b Least move, 4 8y 2. 2. Without apparent (d-

- par'ént) motion (md'shin), B W O K B & (X 5@ R).

8. Dragged (drfigd) myself, B & Wi 47, 8 & ZJk 4 Take
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cavity was five or six yards deep and very
wide at the top. A few dead lay prong1 upon
the edge—poor fellows, killed at the moment
when, like myself, they saw salvation in

that hole. |
Above our heads the air was lashed
with® a terrible cross fire. The sad truth
hegan to come home to me® that our advance
had been checked after the third trench.

And what of my men. my poilus whom I so
loved ? Dead?

But our own plight was critical. Our
lives hung by a very slender thread. For
the present, the unceasing fire of the machine

guns prevented our escape. Sooner or

1. Lay nrone (prSn) s AR - 2. Lashed with, % ﬁ. 3.
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later* the Germans would launch a counter
attack® and put an end to us with their
hand grenades. And again, if the French
pursued the offensive, they would renew the
bombardment, and in all probability® we
should be struck by our 6\\*11 shells, As for
surrendering to the Boches, -—they Were near
~enough,—every man of us would rather*
starve in that hole. These thoughts and the
‘pain from my wound overcame me for an
instant’ T felt myself Iosing conscious-
" nesss._‘3 I took a few drops of cordial that

I hftppened to have in my bag, and re-

vived.

, 1. Sooner or lader, S8 BLoR A H R 2. Géunter(kowftél)
aiia,d.\ (d-t3K"), 88 % W . -8, In all probability (prﬁb’a—
Fi¥), kg 40 W onld mther, %S “'I 5. For an mst‘mt
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Then came a short lull. Time dragged
along slowly, very slowly. Toward noon a
fusillade broke forth in the enemy’s trench,
A ray of hope. Were the French carrying
their attack to the fourth line? A man
suddenly stumbled into our crater. He was
one of my own soldiers. He was without
his equipment. He saw me and, weeping
and laughing, embraced me. T asked him
-where he came from and why he had no gun,
no bayonet, no grenades. In a distracted
voice,® he told me his story.
| After I had been wounded and knocked
down, my soldiers kept on running forward
and jumped into the fourth German treheh.

But their ranks had thinned, and they were

L Distracted ((is-trik’téd) volee (vois), 3% 95 wr oy 2 78,
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too few. Home were killed, others disarmed.
The latter were told by the Boches after a
time, ‘‘ You are not wanted. Get out of
here.” My men were bewildered. They
could not understand. Again they were
ordered to leave, and finally they climbed
out of the trench and began running back to
the French position. The brutes then fired
upon them from behind. All were killed
evidently, with the exception of this soldier,
who owed his life to the crater into which

he had providentially fallen.
My despéir wag intense, for I had lost
all my brave men, and I was powerless to
avenge them. To this mental torture was

added the suffering from my wound. The

1. Ocve& hig life to, Bl ﬂ:& 2K & fr @C 41.5} 7). ‘
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hot rays of the sun shone directly upon® us.
Hand grenades fell again into the crater. We

crouched close® to the ground.

Presently the French 75’s and 105’s
begaﬁ to burst over the German trench.
They were very, very near us. One 75 ex-
ploded just above our 4he’ads, and the impact
threw the body of a _deé»d soldier almost on
~top of me. - A shell burst and blew to pieces
that very soldier of mine who had escaped
the odious massacre.? We’quio‘kly threw g
tent sheet over this abomination. We were
fully conscious off the horror of our situation.
Another explosion cut off the foot of a

sergeant, and, in spite of his screams, I

* 1. Shone (shon) directly upon, B 5. 2. Crouched
(krouched) close, Bf #k. 3. Odious (5'di-fis) massacre (mis’=
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poured a flask of iodine on his wound. Then,
for the first time, I abandoned all hope. We |
had made a sacrifice of our lives and waited,
motionless, resigned, trembiing.

But an idea came to me. There were
heavy planks in the bottom of the crater,
which had been used to prop the explosion
chamber of the mine. With much difficulty,
we moved them together, leaning them
against the side of the crater. Under this
shelter we all huddled. Several times our\
wooden structure was violently shaken! by
~explosions, and our wounds were racked
at each shock. This lasted a long time, an
infinitely long time. The hours do not seem

to move under such circumstances.?

1. Viulenﬂy(vi’é-lént-]i) shaken(sha'k’n), B 4. 2. Un-
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Finally the captain of the company
- which marched immediately behind us, the
only man in the crater who was not wounded,
'declvared that he was going to the French
trénch to have the firing stopped. In spite
of our protests, for we were sure that he
would meet death on the way,! he went out
under the bombardment. A long time after-

wards the firing from our side stopped. Could

the captain have reached our trenches ? And
hope revived in us again?  We all wanted to
leave that inferno at once.k- But the RGermanv
machine guns started in afresh.? We must

wait for the night.

3. Meet death on the way, RP R E (X BB ). 2~
Hope revived (r&-vivd’) in us again, — # Z Z R ER - B
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- The sun was getting low. The bombard-
ment ceased, and we came out from under
the protection of our planks. We stretched
out on the ground,® which was all furrowed
by shells. The wounded were moaning,
some had the death rattle. - I was completely
exhausted, and somehow I fell asleep. When
I awoke it was already dusk. The hour of
deliverance was near. But as soon as night
came, rockets flashed from thga German trench
and a fusillade burst forth. Possibly some
of the wounded had tried to return to our
lines and were being shot from behind.
Our hope grefv dim and we wondered if we
;should ever get away. We were horrified

to think we might have to spend another

1. Stretch (stﬁréch) out on the ground, B k.
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day in that hole. Better die at once, die in
the effort to get back, die with hope in our
hearts.

Toward nine o’clock the man least
wounded® among us decided to venture forth.
‘His plan was, on reaching the French line,
to request that a french be dug out in our
direction so that we could return in safety.?
We agreed upon 3 signall" to be given by our
machine guns. Twice four sharp shots to
establish the communication.® Three times
three slow shots would indicate that we must
| Wait until they came for us. Three times
‘three rapid shots that we should have to

‘escape by our own means.*

1. Least wounded (wobnd’3d), B 4% B & #*. 2, Return
‘ ‘(re~tﬁrn ).in safety, ﬁ gk i #. 3. Established (es té.b’hsht}
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Half an hour or more elapsed. Rockets
kept flashing in the night and the machine
guns never stoppea. We began to fear for
the fate of* our comrade. Bui at last came
the signal—three times three rapid shots.
Hurry back, hwry back, hurry back, said
the French guns. We had to count on our-
selves alone, and we decided to crawl toward
our lines. -

One by one, at long intervals,® we left.
Only one could not leave, the man wounded'
in the stomach. ‘‘So you forsake me!’’ he
moaned. I spread my blanket over him and
promised to send for him.? I knew this was

impossible, but my deception might help

L Fear (fer) for the fate (fit) of, & Z f&. 2. Atlong
intervals (in't&r-vilz), B E A 3 Send for him, ¥ A
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him to die in hope. I knew also the terror
of dying there slowly, and alone, all alone.
But- he was beyond our help. |

I could not crawl on my stomach.® 1
was .ovbliged to lie on my back,? and advance
head first toward the French lines. The
rockets gave me a glimpse of our trenches.
They were several hundred yards distant,.
I pushed myself along with my feet as does a
man when ‘swimmiﬁg on his ‘back..' ‘As soon
as a rocket flashed its light I remained
motionless, feigning death® among the dead.
And in those few instants of immobility, I
could hear my heart beat, and mbans and

criés of men dying,* and of wounded calling

VL, Crawl (krgl) on my stomach (stim’ik), % & W 47. 2
Tie on my back, & B§ H. 3. Feigning (fan'ing) death, %k 3E.
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for help. 1 fmssed by a soldier who was
groaning feebly.! I recognized him and tried
to drag him with me. With great difficulty
I managed to pull him a few feet. And then

I saw that I was dragging a corpse.

This Calvary lasted long, frightfully
long. Several times I bumped my head into
dead bodies. Crawling backward® I could
not see these obstacles. At one moment, I
found myself under a corpse. The body was
in g kneeling position® and leaning forward.
I had its face against my face, and its open
eyes seemed to stare at me. The magnesium
Iight* of a rocket made that face appear stillk

more livid.* I worked myself free® and

1. Groaning (gron’ing) feebly (f&'DIF), Wh B 2. Craﬁvl-
ing (krgling) backward (bik’wérd), B 47. 8. Kneeling
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went on over that rough, chaotic ground,
falling into shell holes, jostling the dead.
But my whole being' was strained to the one
idéa? —to go back, to reach the French
trench to which I was drawing nearer and
nearer. I began talking out loud. With-
out knowing it, I must have talked a good
deal. . . .

Meanwhile German shells kept falling in
rapid succession. I was covered with earth
several times, and once roughly shaken
up.f But now the goal was Very: near. 1
‘shouted with all my strength, ‘‘ France !
. France! I am a lieutenant of the Eleventh
Company.” I dimly heard voices saying,

““ This way, this way!” I directed myself by .

©1.-Whole (holy.being, & H. 2. Strained (sti-?xnd) to the
.@ idea, 3 #¥— &, 3. Roughly (rﬁf’ly) shaken (shd’k’n) up,
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those voices. I was exhausted. I got en-
tangled in wire defenses. My arm hurt
unbearably. A shell that fell near stunned
me. I felt myself being seized and pulled.
I fell into the trench—the French trench.

Then T fainted.
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