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An Obfervation

Concerning & Blemith iz an Horfes Eye, not hitherto difeover’d by
any Author , which may be of great ufe in the Choice of an
Horfe to thofe who are Curious s made by Dr,Richard Lower
at the Royal Society, January 23, 1663.

Q Mong the many defeéts and diftempers in the Eyes,the Eyes

of Horles are Fcculiarly affected with one, which no Ani-
mal befides is troubled withall (as far as T have obferved) nei-
ther do I remember any Author hitherto to have taken notice of
it 5 and that is a Spungy Excreftence (commonly of adark musk-
colour) which grows qut of the edge of that Coat of the Eye
called the #vea 5 which Spunge,if it grow large, or increafe in
number (as it frequently happens) it depraves the fight very
much, or totally intercepts it. But that you may more ealily con-
ceive the manner how *tisdone,you may remember,that the Yves
is:a muftulows part,the ule of it being chiefly to contraét and dilate
it [elf for the admiffion of the Objects with as much light asthe
Eye can-conveniently beay; fo that the brighter and more
refulgent thelightis, to which the Eye is expos'd, that Mem-
brane contraéts it felf into a narrower compafs ; and the more
dark the place is, it dilates it felf the more, as youmay feeina
cats Eye more readily perform’d, thanin any other Arimall have
yetoblerv’d: ‘So that if that pangy fubftance, which grows out
of the edge of the #vea, be {0 great, or the number of them {uch,
as that they grow in feveral places about the pupil of the Eye,
where it contrads it felf, the pupil or fight is very much (if not
tatally)-obftruéted, and conlequently the Horfe [ees yery little
or nothing at all: As I have many times taken exact notice in
fome Horfes, which beiag brought into the Sun-fhine, could not
fee at, all, but fuffer’d me to touch the fighz of their Eye with my
finger without the lealt winking ; which Horfes being led back
into the Stable,. the Hves in thatr obfcure place dilating ic (elf,
they could fee very well again, and would not fuffer me to thew
my finger near to the Eye without frequent clofing their Eye-lids

and. toffing their Heads. The fame Horfes I under{tocd by the
Tree Owners
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Owners were very apt to flumble in the day-time, if it were
bright and Sun-fhine, but travell'd very well and fecurely in the
evening, and indark cloudy weather, ,

What the canfe may be of that fungous Excrefcence, or why
Horfes are peculiarly obnoxious to it, or what kind of Horles
moft, I have not confidered. But, I cannot think, it comes
from (training in great draughts and races, or from hard travel,
becaufe I have feen.verylrlarge Spunges (asImay call them) in
young Horles eyes of 2 an'4 years old, before they were backed ;
which, after they have been taken up from Grafs, and kept
with dry meat, have very much abated, and afterwards being
turn’d to grals in the Spring to cleanfe and cool their bodies,
have increafed again.to the wonted bignefls. But whether it
were from their moift feeding,or holding down their heads to eat
(whereby there might be a greater deflux of humours to that
part ) I cannot determine. But for as much as there are few
Horles quite free from this evil, and many render’d very inconfi-
derable by it, I will recount the moft remarkable Cafes, which
make Horfes moft ufelefs and {ufpected.

1. The more and greater thofe Excrefcences are, the more
the pwpil of the Eye or the Sight is in danger of being quite
obftru¢ted ; which you may farther examine by turning the
Horles eye to the light, and obferving how much of the pupsl
they do obftru&.

2. Thele Spunges on the upper edge of the #ves are apt to
grow the largeft, and hinder the Sight moft.

3. That which grows on the middle of the #ves, does more
hinder the fight by diftra¢ting the Object,than that,which grows
in either Corner or Angle of it.

As for the Cure, 1 luppofe there can be none expeéted, but
from a drying kind of diet; though perhaps outwardly fome-
thing may be deviled ro fhadow the Eyes, and keep them from
being nakedly expoled to the Sun, whereby the pupi/ will not be
{o clofely contraéted, and confequently the Sight not fo much
obftructed.
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